


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































270 LIGHT SQUADRONS AND SINGLE SHIPS. IBM. 

of the Hippomenes afterwards proved how well they had merited 
their captain's eulogium; but as to the men-of them, however, . 
enough has been said. Captain Paimpeni himself must have 
despised the wretches; to whose faint-heartedneBB he owed the 
preservation of his ship; while the mangled bodies of their late 
comrades, still reeking upon his deck, must have taught him 
to discriminate between the counterfeit and the genuine British 
seaman. 

On the 11tb of July, at .10 p ••• , three boats of the British 
IS-pounder 32-gun frigate Narcissus, Captain Ross Donnelly, 
three of the 38-gun frigate Seahorse, Captain the Honourable 
Courtenay Boyle, and four of the 12-pounder 32-gun frigate 
Maidstone, Captain the Honourable George Elliott, under tbe 
orders of Lieutenant John Thompson, first of the Narcissus, 
assisted by Lieutenants John Richard Lumley, of the Seahorse, 
Ogle Mool'e, of the Maidstone, and Hyde Parker, ofthe Nar
cissus, put off from the last-named frigate, to make an attack 
upon 12 settees, chiefly with cargoes on board, lying at La 
Vandour, in the bay of Hyeres, distant between four and five 
miles from the ships. The vessels were moored head and stem, 
close to the beach, to which also they were completely secured, 
and were covered by a battery of three guns. 

In the face of a tremendous fire of grape-shot and musket.ry, 
as well from the settees as fl'Qm the battery and the houses oC 
the town, Lieutenant Thompson and his party, about midnight, 
aucceeded in boarding and setting fire to most of the vessels. 
One only was brought off, and a most costly prize she was; the 
loss on the part of the British amounting to one midshipman 
(Thomas Owen Roche), one marine, and two seamen killed, and 
onc lieutenant (John Richard Lumley), one master's mate 
(Robert Mansell), three midshipmen (Thomas William Be
ding6eld, Thomas Alexander Watt, and John George Victor), 
15 seamen, and three marines wounded, many of them severely. 
The gallantry of attacks like these no one can dispute; but who 
will say that, had all the 12 settees, instead of one of them, been 
brought off, they would have compensated for the valuable blood 
which had been spilt 1 Lieutenant Lumley's was a dreadful 
wound, and one from which it was next to a miracle that he ever 
recovered. His right arm was amputated at the shoulder-joint, 
and a portion oftbe scapula removed with it. 

On the 12th of July the British IS-pounder 36-gun frigate 
Aigle, Captain George Wolfe, standing in for the Cordouan 
lighthouse with a moderate breeze from· the north-east, dis
covered a French ship and brig steering to the southward. 
These were the Charente, of 20 long 6-pounders, four swivels, 
and 104 men, commanded by Lieutenant Joseph SamBOo, and 
the Joie, of eight" 12-pounders" (if not carronades, more likely 
8-pounders), two swivels, and 75 men, commanded by Lieu
tenant Benjamin Gadobert; both vessels from Rochefort, but 
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last from the Gironde, bound to Bayonne, the brig laden with 
cannon and ordnance stores. 

At 5 P. M. the Aigle closed with the French ship and brig; 
and, from their not having altered their course, and their noW' 
exchanging signals and shortening sail, Captain W olfe expected 
that they meant to engage. To the surprise, however, of the 
British, the Charente and Joie, after firing their starboard 
broadsides without effect, ran upon the strand about 10 leagues 
to the southward of Cordouan, and within a stone's throw of 
each other. The French crews then took to the boats; but, 
these becoming swamped in the surf, many of the men were 
drowned. The Aigle immediately anchored about a mile from 
the beach, for the purpose of endeavouring to get the two ves
sels a80at; but the immense surf thrown up in consequence of 
a recent westerly gale rendered fruitless every effolt, although 
persevered in for a whole night and part of the next day. cap
tain W olfe was therefore obliged to destroy the French ship and 
brig; a service which was effectually executed, under the per-
sonal directions of Mr. Furlonger the master, and Mr. Steel the 
gunner •. 

On tlle 16th of July, at 2h. 30m. A.M., Cape Roman in the 
United States of America in sight, the French ship-rigged pri .. 
vateer Dame-Ambert, Captain Charles Lamarque (represented 
as a reduced officer of the French navy), saw and chased a ship 
to leeward. The latter, which was the Britisb 14-gun 8hip
sloop Lilly, Captain William Compton, being equally desirous 
of a meeting, the two ships by 9 h. 30 m. A. M. were near enough 
for the Dame-Ambert to open her fire. The British ship, how
ever, was compelled to wait until her paltry 12.pounder carro
nades (not equal in effectiveness to 4-pounder long guns) could· . 
reach her antagonist. Having disabled the Lilly in sails and 
rigging, and considerably weakened her in crew, the Dame
Ambert closed, in order to finish the contest by boarding.· To 
do this effectually, the Dame-Ambert, who from the entire state 
of her rigging possessed the facility of manreuvring as she 
pleased, stationed herself in a rakin~ position; and, having 
swept the Lilly's deck by her guns, lashed the sloop's bowsprit . 
to her taffrail In this state tbe Fl'ench privateer made eight 
successive attempts to board, and was gallantly repulsed in all. 
On the ninth time, having killed the Lilly's captain, first lieu .. 
tenant, and others of her principal officers, and killed or wounded 
the greater part of her remaining Cl'eW, the Dame-Ambert, just 
two hours and 10 minutes from the commencement of the action, 
carried the British vessel. 

Tbe Lilly had been a Bermudian trader, and in the year 1795 
was purchased for the British navy. She measured :lOO tons, 
was arOJed with 14 carronades, 12.pounders, and two long fours, 
and· had a complement of 80 men and bOls. Her exact 108s in 
the action cannot now be ascertained. Her captain and firat 
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lieutenant were· among the killed, which, according to the 
French accounts, amounted to a great proportion of the crew; 
and her badly wounded, on the same authority, were 15 or 16, 
including all her remaining officers. The Dame-Ambert had 
been the British packet Marlborough, one of the largest in the 
service, recently captured. She was afterwards refitted at Gua
daloupe, and armed with 16 long French 6-pounders, and a com
plement of 140 men. The French say, that their crew, when 
they fell in with the LiIly (but this wants confirmation), was 
reduced to 75 men, and that the Dame-Ambert lost in the 
action five men killed and 11 wounded. 

Nothing but the accidental circumstance of the Lilly's having 
three masts instead of two occasioned her not to be classed as a 
gun-brig; and truly, if she had been a gun-brig, she would 
have been one of the least effective in the service. They all 
carry carronades of an IS-pounder caliber: hers were 12-pound
ers, and those of the old construction, short ami badly formed, 
the derision of the merest tyro in naval gunnery. Unfortu
nately, owing to the mortality among the British officers, and 
the stigma that attaches to the capture of a king's ship by a 
privateer, no account of this action has been published, except 
m the French papers. It is only to call things by their right 
names, and that which seems a dIsgrace becomes, in reality, an 
honour. A defeat like the Lilly's is more creditable than many 
a puffed-up victory, for which chaplets have been worn and 
rewards bestowed. The fact of her having been a sloop of war 
was 110t lost upon the captors; and "une corvette de l'etat" 
occurs in more than one place in the French account of the 
action. The prize was afterwards fitted out as a privateer, 
and named, after the Governor of Guadaloupe, General
Ernouf. 

On the 31st of July, at daybreak, the British 18-pounder 32-
gun frigate Tartar, Captain Keith Maxwell, standing in to lee
ward of the island of Saona, West Indies, discovered from her 
mast-head a small sail, to which she immediately gave chase; 
keeping as close as possible to leeward of the island, in order to 
prevent the-latter's escape that way, and compel her to make 
the attempt through the passage between Saona and St.-Do
mingo, a very narrow and intricate channel even for small 
vessels. At about 7 A. 11. the chase was made out to be a 
schooner, full of men, using her sweeps to escape through the 
before-mentioned channel. By can'ying all possible sail, the 
Tartar, at 8 A. M., got within l'ange of sbot; but, owing to the 
sbort tacks she was obliged to make, could use her guns to very 
little purpofle, without losing ground i!l the chas,e. The schoon~rJ 
therefore, whIch was the French pnvateer Hlrondelle, Captlun 
La Place, of 10 long 4-pounders and 50 men, notwithstanding 
that several of the frigate's shot passed over her and tbrough 
her sails, persisted in beating to wmdward until 10 A. K.; wheD, 
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having advanced nearly half-way up the channel, she came to an 
anchor under a reef of rocks. 

Finding the Tartar to be in six fathoms' water, without tIle 
possibility of anchoring in safety, or of effectually cannonading 
the schooner, Captain Maxwell despatched three boats, under 
the command of Lieutenant Henry Mullah, assisted by Lieute
nant Nicholas Lockyer and several midshipmen, all volunteers, 
to endeavour to bring out the privateer. The instant the boats 

· put off, the Hirondelle hoisted her colours, fired a gun, and 
warped her broadside towards them. As the British advanced, 
the privateer opened a fire from her great guns, and, as the boats 
.drew nearer, from her small arms also. In spite of this, and of 
a strong sea-breeze directly on the bows of the boats, Lieutenant 
Mullah intrepidly pulled up to the privateer; and, after a short 
but obstinate resistance, boarded and carried her, with the loss 
only of one seaman and one marine wounded. The Hirondelle 
had nine killed and six wounded, besides three missing, sup
posed to have been drowned in attempting to swim on shore. 
The number of British in the boats does not appear in the 
official letter; but, admitting they amounted to 50, or even to 
60 officers and men, and that they had an 18-pounder carronade 
in the launch, still, against a vessel so well armed and prepared, 
and under circumstances of weather which, by retarding the 
progress of the boats, exposed them the longer to the privateer's 
fire, the capture of the Hirondelle was highly honourable to the 
parties engaged. 

On the 12th of August, at 4 h. 30 m. P. M., the British 18-
· pounder 32-gun frigate Galatea, Captain Henry Heathcote, 
cruising in the neighbourhood of Guadaloupe, ran down the 
channel between that island and the Saintes islands, with the 
intention of attempting to cut out the late British sloop of war 
Lilly, which, it was understood, had gone into the Saintes, to 
repair and refit as a French privateer. At 6 h. 30m. P.M., ob.
serving the Lilly at anchor ID the road near the Anse a Mire, 

· the Galatea hove to, hoisted out her boats, and sent them, in 
the evening, manned and armed, to execute the service. The 
boats returned soon after daylight on the 13th, without having 
been able to discover the Lilly; but the Lilly, and all who were 
interested in defending her, had discovered them,and were making 
suitable preparations to resist an attack, should one again be 

· attempted. An officer and 30 soldiers were added to the Lilly's 
crew, and a privateer schooner, which happened to be in port. 

· was moored athwart the hawse of the ship, in such a manner as 
completely to enfilade the assailanta in their approach. So con
fident were the French in the means they had taken to repulse 
the British, that the commanding officer on shore ~ve orders to 

· the different outposts, and to those in command at the batteries, 
not to fire or do any thing to excite a suspicion that they were. 
aware of the enemy's approach. 

VOL. Ill. T 
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Having boisted in her boats, the Galatea, who had dropped 
to leeward during the night, made sail and beat up, to rec0n

noitre more fully the pesition of the Lilly. On nearing the 
road, the Galatea discovered the French privateer schooner lying 
close to the ship; and, as a proof that there were batteries to pro
tect both ship and schooner, the fri.gate was repeatedly fin!d at 
with shot and shells, some of the latter bursting at !l0 great 
distance. The Galatea .contmued turning to windwani until 
about 10 p. M., by which time she had nearly weathered the 
Saintes. Having hove to, the frigate hoisted out foIlr boats, 
embarked in them aboat 90 officers and mea, llI'JDed the lauDCh. 
witb an IS-pounder earronade, and then towed the boats withia 
thre.e miles J:lorth-~'est of the citadel. Casting themselves oB; 
the four boats, under the ()ommand.of Lieutenant Chules Hay
man, 'first of the Galatea, assisted by several other officers, ia
eluding Lieutenant Robert H.U, of the mariae8, and Mr. 
Micbael Bilbeck, the master, puUed towards the harbour, 
hoping, under cover of the IIlight, to surprise the object .of taeK 
attack. 

To prevent the possibility of such an occurrence, the Lilly, 01' 
rath&, the General-Ernouf, for that was the ship's DeW name, 
had, just as it grew dark, sent one of her boats to row guard at 
the entrance of the road. By dus, the ship, the schooner, the 
forts, and the town, became fully apprir.edof the approach of 
the British; wbo, finding no shot fired at them from the bM
teries, no signals of alarm made along the coast, naturally COD

·eluded that they were unseen. Eager to be the first at the ~ 
.of danger, Lieutenant HaYDlft in the buge pushed ahead of 
his comrades, and, at a few minutes past 1 A. x. on the 14th, 
got nearly alongside of the Lilly. Then it was that the fire 
began. Heedless of it all, the barge, followed by the other 
boats, was soon in contact with the ship. A d,read£U1 struggle 
ensued. Lieutenant Hayman fell, mortally woeded both by 
musketry aIld the baYODet.; and, out of 26 or 27 officers and 
men in the barge, three omy, it appears, were left free from 
danger.ous wounds. The three remaining boats tried in vain to 
overcome the numerous aDd still increasing .force opposed to 
them. After sustainmg nearly an hour's fire from great guns 
.. d musketry, they were compelled to turn their bows to tae 
offing, leaving the barge to her fate. But the British were only 
.quitting ~De set of foes to get within the clutches of another. 
The batteries now opened their me, and a -dreadful fire it was. 
The camlonade continued,gradually slackenimg as the boats 
needed fFOID the shore, until 3 h. 30 m. .A. BI., when it entirely 
ceased. 

Just as the day dawned, the miserable remnant of the expe
dition reached the frigate. Out of about 90 officers and mm, 
who had quitied the Galatea OD tile precedi.g night, not 
more than 20 returned in an unwounded state. Amoag the 
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kil~, beaides LieuteDmt Haymau., was the master, and Mr .. 
Wall, a midshipmaa; and amoog the wounded were several 
officers., iDCluding Lieureoant HaR of the marines, who lost an 
arm and was made prisoner. The nmuber·of killed and. wounded 
together, as reported on the return of the boatil, was 44, includ
iag Lieuteft8.Dts Haymaa and Hall, but not, as it would appear. 
the -seveR killed tmd 14 wounded out of the 24 seamen aad. 
tnal"Uaes belonging to 1he barge. The addition {)f theae muu. 
the loss of tbe Galatea, in attempting to cut out the Lilly,65 
in killed and wouaded: whereas the Freneh acknowledge a loss 
of only {Qur men killed; a.nd, although they do not euwnerate 
tbe wounded, name, as among them, Captain Lapomte, COlD

maoding the General-Emou.f, and Lieutenant Mouret, COOl

maDding the detachment of tr~ put OD board by the com
mandant of the gamsma. 

The objeet.of the semee, 11pon which the Galatea's boats W 
been despatched on the evenimg of the 12th, was laadable; inas
much as it was Dl)tomly to recaptlll1e a ship that 1Delonged to the 
British navy, but 00 cut short thecnlise of a privateer likely to 
do a serious injury to British commerce. Nor was t~ number 
<if meD -sent, admitting it to ha-re been each ume the ~ 
inatlequate apparently to tbe purpose in view, that of surprising 
(for theY-lay tIDe gist of the .enterprise) and capturing the Lilly 
at her anchors in dIe road. The boats returned without uding 
the vessel. Having hoisted Utem in, the Gah.teashould ha'Ye 
made sail f .. om t not tow.ards, the ~t where the priva.teer lay. 
Instead of this, the frigate hovered off the port all. the day, ob
i!et'Ved asecood privateer moored aloog with the tirst, witnessed • 
.and, the French say, feU, the strength of the batteries that pm
:teeted both privateers; 8.Ild yet, in the evening, Captain Heath
.cote, a second time, seads bis boats to pass, and, hamg to
eomplished or fa.il,.ed. in their main object, to t'epass, those bat
teries; batteries, the fire from ·which tbe Galatea her8el~ much 
less her boats, would have been unable to withstand. 

For an enter.prise so doubtful in its expediency aoo so fatal 
in its result, a brief English account would suffice; and none, 
indeed., appears to have been published.. The FreDCb, on the 
otbet" Rad, made public e.ery partieular; erery particular, at 
least, which they thought would contrihute to . aggrandize the 
exploit performed by Lapointe and Lielltenant Mooret. But 
they tell us nothing of any aid afforded by the schooner priva
teer, or by the ba.1lteries; whose united fire, nevertheless, pow
eriidly c(H)perated in repulsing the assailants. That there were 
69rts, the account admits, openly, when altudingto the supposed 
effect of some shells thrown at the frigate, and tacitly, when. 
d·welli.Qg upon the aecident wmeh, the Fr.ench declare, hefel 
tlaree of the Britiah boats, in their ende8.l"Ours to retire. These, 
tbey state, and positively state, were sunk, witb their crews. 
With equal truth the F.reooh add,that there was a fifth boat 

T2 
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present, but which kept rather aloof during the boarding-attempt, 
and suffered the loss of half its crew ere it got clear. " Trois 
furentcoulees, une quatrieme prise, et le cinquieme canot, qui 
avait un peu tenu le large, echappa avec la moitie de son monde 
hors de combat."· 

WHatever were the faults of this enterprise, they existed in 
the plan, not in the execution. The heavy loss sustained by the 
boats prove, that the British had effected as much as flesh and 
blood could effect: they had lost, in killed, wounded, and pri
soners, more than two thirds of their number; and yet the 
remainder would not yield, but bravely fought their way back to 
their ship. Much do we regret our inability to give a fuller 
account of the various difficulties which Lieutenant Hayman 
and his party had to contend with, in order that we may do justice 
to the memories of the dead, and cheer the fe~lings?f th~ living, 
among those who, although unsuccessful ID their object, so 
nobly maintained the character of British seamen. 

On the 17th of August, in latitude 49° 30' north, longitude 
12° 20' west, the British 3B-gun frigate Loire, Captain Frederick 
Lewis Maitland, fell in with the French ship privateer Blonde, 
of Bordeaux, mounting 30 guns, B-pounders on the main deck. 
with a crew of 240 men; the same ship that, about five months 
previous, captured the Wolverine. After a 20 hours' chase, 
lncluding a running fight of a quarter of an hour, during which 
the Loire had one midshipman (Ross Connor) and five men 
.wounded, and the Blonde two men killed and five wounded, the 
latter hauled down her colours. 

On the 15th of September, at 6 A, M., the British 50-~un ship 
Centurion, commanded by Lieutenant J ames Robert Phlllips, in 
the absence of Captain James Lind upon service on shore (aod 
who was also acting in the absence of the ship's proper com
manding officer, Captain John Sprat Rainier, dangerously ill), 
while at anchor in Vizagapatam road, waiting until two Indiamen 
were loaded and ready to return with her to Madras, perceived 
under the land in the south-west, at a distance of about 12 
miles, three ships coming down before the wind, with all sail set. 
At 9 h. 30 m. A. M. the strangers were made out to be a line-of
battle ship and two frigates, the' former with a flag at her mizen 
topgallantmast-head. At 9 h. 45 m. the French ships steered di
rectly in for the road, two without any colours, and the third, the 
outermost frigate. with a St.-George's ensign. The Centurion im
mediately opened a fire at the headmost fngate, to induce her to 
show her colours. Soon afterwards the 74 made signals, which 
were answered by the frigates. This at once pointed out that the 
ships were enemies, and a signal to that effect was made by the 
Centurion to the two Indiamen in company, followed by anothtr, 
directing them to put into .a port in view, The Bamaby 

• MoDiteur. Marcb 2. 1805. 
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promptly answered the signal, cut her cable, and ran on shore ;* 
but the Princess-Charlotte, Captain John Logan, who lay in
shore of the Centurion, kept at her anchors. 

The flag-ship was suspected to be what she really was, the 
Marengo, Rear-admiral Linois; and her two consorts were the 
40-gun frigate Atalante, Captain Camille-Charles-Alexis Gaudin
Beaucbene, and 36-gun frigate Semillante, commanded as be
fore by Captain Motard. It is seven months to a day since we 
left Rear-admiral Linois, with a force a trifle greater than that 
which he now possessed, running from a fleet of unescorted 
Indiamen; a fleet which he had weighed from Pulo-Auropur
posely to capture, but which, under the able directions of Com
modore Nathaniel Dance, put him and his squadron to flight.t 
The French admiral afterwards proceeded to Batavia; where, or 
on the passage to it, he was joined by the Atalante. Taking 
in a supply of provisions, he steered for the Isle of France, and 
arrived there 011 the 2d of April, followed a day or two after
wards by two of his frigates, with a valuable prize. Here his 
discomfiture by the India fleet gained him the ill-will of General 
Decaen, who wrote to his government on the subject, and we 
believe, sent his despatches to France by the Berceau. After 
waiting two months and a half at the Isle of France, M. Linois 
put to 8ea with the Marengo, Atalante, aud Semillante. He 
cruised, first, to the southward of Madaiascar, anchoring a part 
of the time, on account of bad weather, in the bay of Saint
Augustin: he then moved to a station near the island of Ceylon, 
where he took several rich prizes. M. Linois subsequently 
entered the bay of Bengal, passed Madras at about 20 leagues' 
distance, and visited the roads of Masulipatam and Cosanguay: 
thence he swept the coast of Golconda, and arrived on the 15th 
of Septemher off Vizagapatam; not without an object, for he 
bad, the day previous, when off Masulipatam, received informa
tion from some country-boats, that the British frigate Wilhelmina 
had recently sailed from that road, with an Indiaman in com
pany, bound to Vizagapatam. It so happened that Vice-admiral 
Rainier had substituted the Centurion for the Wilhelmina; a 
difference which the French admiral, to his cost, very soon dis
covered. 

At a few minutes past 10 A. M. the Atalante, which was the 
head most ship of the three, was distant from the Centurion 
about half a mile, and all three ships now hoisted French 
colours. The Centurion immediately cut her cable, and sheeted 
home her topsails, which had been previously unfurled. This 
brought her broadside to bear; and the whole of it was im
mediately poured into the Atalante, then within the distance of 
200 yards: at this time the Marengo and Semillante were 
ranging up on the larboard quarter of the Centurion. At lO,h. 

• This ship afterwards got into the sur£, and was totally lost. 
t See p.252. 
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le ID'. A.:M. the Marengo and 8emillante opened tlleir fire, whieb. 
the CenturWn rettmled. After the actwn bad cOIltinued about a 
quarter of an hour, tbe Centurion's· eolou1'8 were shot away, as
also were those of the Mareogo; but both ensigns were promptly 
~aeed. At 10h. 45 rn. -A. M. the 74, whose rigging appeared 
Sluch damaged, hauled ber wind and stood out, fonowed by the 
frigates. A battery of three guns at the town, under the c0m

mand of Colonel Campbell of the 74th regiment, had co-operated 
with the Centurion in resisting the unequal attaek. 

Abandoned for the present, the Centurion continued tf.) stand 
in-shore, and, in passing,hailed the Princess-Charlotte, aDd 
desired her to cut her cable, but without effect. About this time 
Captain Lind joined his ship; and, finding her rigging and 
sails too much cut to admit of her being worked to advantage, 
anchored at the back of the surf, about a mile and a half to the 
llorth·east of the town, in six fathoms' water. Here the Cen
turion, now too distant to. be supported by the battery at the 
town, prepared herself for renewing an engagement, which she 
had DO means of avoiding, without resorting to an alternative 
not yet in contemplation. 

At 11 h. 15 m. A. M. the Marengo and frigates put about and 
again stood in; and in another quarter of an hour the 74, after 
having repeatedly tried the range of her guns, dropped anchor 
abreast of, and about a mile distant from, the Centnrion. Havil'lg' 
elewed up her topsails and furled her courses, the Marengo 
:recommenced the cannonade, supported occasionally by the 
Atalante, who kept under sail on the Centurion's larboard 
quarter, and lay nearer than the Marengo, and in a much more 
annoying position. The Semillante, meanwhile, was taking p0s
session of the Princess-Charlotte. Unambitious of sharing glory 
with the CenturiQn, the latter had struck her colours without 
firing a shot, although she mounted 24 long ] 2-pounders, with a 
erew of 71 men, and was a 'Very formidable looking ship of 
~no tOIlS burden. Colonel Campbell had sent to her assistance 
about 50 seapoys; but the boats saw the shameful occnrrence. 
in time to save themselves by pulling back to the shore. 

The distance at which the Marengo, doubtless from igoonmee 
()f the bay and dread of grounding, had anchored, was far BlO1'e' 

iiwonrable to her than to the Centurion, the latter having, except 
a 6-poonder or two, no other loug guns than the' 249 on hedirst 
or lower deck. In consequeoee~ the Centu~ioo's hull, masts,. 
yards, and rigging, were severely cat by the fire of her two. 
assailants: several &hot struck her between wind and water, and 
ODe went through the gunneY's store-room. At )et:lgth~ at about 
] h. 16 m. P. H., a shot from the MareDgO cut the cable of. the 
()enturioo; and, about the same time, u.. 74 cut or slipped ))er 
able, hoisted her jib, and, accompanied by the two frigates IIOd 
prize, stood away to sea. . The Centurion also made some sail;. 
hut, on gettmg a. litlle further ~-illore, broaght up agaia with 
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the sheet-flDchor, and continued her fire Gal the Mareago until 
the latter was oat of gun.shot. By 4 P. H. the Centurioa was 
again ready for action; but the French squadron still pursaed 
its course otJ.shore,. and at SllD8et was standing before the wiDd 
to the north-east. 

The principal damages of the CenturioD ha.ve already been 
enumerated. Her loss was by DO means commensurate: it 
amounted to only one man mortally, and nine slightly wotmded. 
The Marengo suffered a good deal in her ma~ yards, and 
rigging; and one shot carried away her fore-cap. Her loss 
amounted to two seamen killed, and one enseigne de vaisseaa 
badly wounded. The Atalante had also two men killed, besides 
six wounded, one of them mortally. The SemiHante, thanks to 
the forbearance of the Princess-Charlotte, had no casualty to 
complain of. 

It is difficult to understand what it was that induced M. 
Linois to abandon an enterprise of such apparent ease, as the 
capture or destruction of a 50-gun ship by a 74 and two frigates. 
The rear-admiral's official letter, as published in the Moniteur, is 
a very lame performance. Such excuses as, the shoalness of the 
water, the great force of the battery on shore, the "extra
ordinary" armament of the Centurion, the distance from a port 
in which he could refit, aud the rumour that two English line-of
battle ships had been seen or heard of in the neighbourhood~ 
could only have suggested themselves to one who felt a little 
ashamed at the want of energy he had displayed. The Centurion 
ior instance, could not have drawn less water than a French 
mgate of the class of those with the Marengo; and the two
mgates, mounting between them upwards of 80 guns, and 
manned by at least 600 men, might have laid the Centurion on. 
board, or compelled her to run on shore. "La. premiere batterie· 
du fort," gravely says the French account, "n'est que de S. 
canons de 32 ou 24. On i~nore le nombre de la seconde, 4 pieces 
de campagne avaient ete transportees par les troupes sur le 
rivage." The latter were so, and were 12-pounders; but, as 
already related, could not reach the Marengo. Among other 
mistakes, M. Linois states the Centurion to have carried U 26 
canons de 32 a la seconde batterie ;" which, as she m6unted. 
cc 24 (or rather 22) canons de 24 ala premiere batterie," would~ 
indeed, have been arming her" d'une maniere extraordinaire." 
Her second-deck guns were 32-pounder carronades; and, from 
the distance at which the action was fought, Captain Lind 
would have greatly preferred the long 12-pounders for which 
they had been substituted. 

A half-laden merchant prize,. although an Indiaman, f1r rather, 
as was the case, a. country ship, was a sorry reeompence fir the 
defeat, and a defeat it was, which the French admiral had .... 
tained. On the other hand, the officers and CJeW of the: Britiah 
ship gaft an hooourable proof of what may be done by; a. 
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Judicious ~everance in resisting the attack of a superior force. 
By conduct so laudable and exemplary, they prese"ed their 
vessel, and exalted the character of their country; and the two 
navies must continue to view, with very different feelings, the 
defence of the Centurion in Vizagapatam road. 

An action between the single shlps of two nations at peace is 
rare. Still more rare is an action, under similar circumstances, 
between two squadrons. Should the occurrence happen, it is 
usually at night, when the ships find a difficulty in understand
ing each other's signals; but, the instant the mistake is dis
covered, the firing ceases, and no breach is made in the amicable 
relations of the two powers. Unfortunately the next action in 
order of date was fought between an English and a Spanish 
squadron, not amidst darkness, but in the open day; not 
through any accident, but under express orders from the govern
ment of one of the combatants; and, so far from the matter 
being afterwards made up, it led to an almost immediate de
claration of war by the party who had to complain of the 
aggression. 

Without entering into a consideration of the political con
nexion which at this time subsisted between France and Spain, 
it may suffice to state that, towards the latter end of the summer 
of 1804, the British government received intelligence, through 
-the officer, Rear-admiral the Honourable Alexander Cochrane, in 
command of the squadron stationed off FerlOl, that an armament 
was fitting out in that port; that a considerable Spanish force 
was already collected there; and that French troops were then 
on their march thither, and near at hand. It is true that all this 
was afterwards disproved by the Spanish government; but such 
proof could have no retroactive effect. Immediately on the 
receipt of Rear,admiral Cochrane's information, the British 
admiralty despatched a squadron off Cadiz, to intercept and 
detain, by force or otherwise, the four Spanish frigates, 
known to be bound to that port with an immense quantity of 
specie, which they were bringing from Monte-Video, in South 
America. 

On the 3d of October the British squadron sent upon this 
impor&nt service, and which consisted of the 44-gun frigate 
Indefatigable, Captain Graham Moore, IS-pounder 32-gun 
frigates Medusa, Captain John Gore, and Amphion, Captain 
Samuel Sutton, and 38-gtlIl frigate Lively, Captain Graham. 
Eden Hamond, assembled off Cape Santa-M aria. On the 5th, 
at 6 A.. M., that cape bearing north-east distant nine leagues, the 
Medusa made a signal for four large sail bearing west by south, 
the wind at this time being about east-north-east. The squadron 
immediately wore~ and made sail in chase. At 8 A.. 14. the 
strangers, which were the Spanish 40-gun frigate Medea, Rear
admiral Don Joseph Bustamente, and 34-gun frigates Fama 
(with a broad pendant), Clara, and Mercedes, formed the line 
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of battle ahead, in the following order: Fama, Medea, Mer
Gedes, Clara. At 9 h. 5 m. A. M. the Medusa J>laced herself 
within half pistol-shot, on the weather beam of the Fama. Pl'e
sently the Indefatigable took a similar station by the side of the 
Medea; and the Amphion and Lively, as they came up, ranged 
alongside the Mercedes and Clara, the Amphion judiciously 
running to leeward of her opponent. 

Mter ineffectually hailing the Medea to shorten sail, the In
defatigable fired a shot across her forefoot: on which the 
Spanish frigate did as she had been requested. Captain Moore 
then sent Lieutenant Tllomas Arscott to inform the Spanishcom
manding officer, that his orders were to detain the squadron, and 
that it was his wish to execute those orders without bloodshed, 
but that the Spanish admiral's determination must be instantly 
made. The boat not returning so soon as expected, the Inde
fatigable made a signal for her, and, to enforce it, fired a shot 
ahead of the Medea. The officer having at length returned with 
an unsatisfactory answer, the Indefatigable, at about 9 h. 30 m. 
A. M., fired a second shot ahead of the Medea, and bore down 
close upon her weather bow. Immediately the Mercedes fired 
into the Amphion, and in a few seconds afterwards the Medea 
opened her fire upon the Indefatigable. The latter then made 
tlie signal for close battle; and it instantly commenced with all 
the animation, on one side at least, which the prospect of such 
trophies could inspire. 

At the end of about nine minutes the Mercedes blew up along
side of the Amphion with a tremendous explosion. In a minute 
or two afterwards the Fama struck her colours; but, on the 
Medusa's ceasing her fire, rehoisted them, and attempted to 
make off. The Medusa immediately bore up under the Spanish 
frigate's stem, and poured in a heavy fire, but the Fama con
tinued her course to leeward. Having sustained, during 17 
minutes, the Indefatigable's heavy broadsides, and finding a new 
opponent in the Amphion, who had advanced on her starboard 
quarter, the Medea surrendered. In another five minutes the 
Clara did the same, and the Lively was left at liberty to aid the 
Medusa in the pursuit of the Fama. At about 45 m. past noon 
the Lively, being an admirable sailer, got near enough to ftre her 
bow-guns at the Fama; and at 1 h. 15 m. P. M. this, the only 
remaining Spanish frigate, struck to the two British frigates in 
chase of her. 

The force of the Indefatigable has already more than once 
appeared; that of the Lively was the full establishment of a 38, 
numbering 46 guns, and the Amphion and Medusa each 
mounted 40 guns. The Lively had two men killed and four 
wounded; the Amphion, three men wounded, one or two of them 
by the splinters which fell upon her decks when "her unfortunate 
antagonist blew uJ? No other loss, and but a very trifling 
damage, was sustained by the British ships. 
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The Medea was a fine frigate of 1046 tons, and mounted 42-

guns, l~poonders OD the main deck. and eights on the quanm.... 
deek aDd forecastle, with a complement of 300 meD; of whom 
two were kined ad 10 wouDded. The three remaioing frigates. 
wen each anned similar to tDe Mahonesa, except perhaps ia 
haviDg an additional pair of &pounders.· The Fama, out of 
her 280 meD and boys, had 1 I killed and 50' wounded; the 
Clara, out of her 300, seven killed and 20 wounded; and the 
Mercedes lost, by the fatal explosioD, the whole of her 280 Ht 
crew and pnssengers, except the second captain and about 4(). 
meD, who were taken oft' the ship's forecastle after it had sepa
rated from the remainder of the hull, and e-xcept two passenge~ 
who happened to be on board the Medea. 

It is therefore quite clear, that the Indefatigable and any two 
of her three CODsortS would have beeD a match, even iD a time of 
notorious war, for these four SpaDish frigates. As it was, the 
latter defended themselves with the characteristic braTery of 
Spaniards, notwithstandiDg that they could haTe beeD iD DO· 

state of preparation, and that the melancholy loss of one of their 
number so early iD the action increased the odds agaiDst them. 

Two more circumstances conspired to invest thIS transaction 
with more odium than perhaps would otherwise hav.e attached 
to it. One of those circumstances was the miserable fate of so 
many poor souls at the explosion of the frigate, and the heart
rending misfortune it entailed upon one, in particular, who had 
been a passenger on board. This gentleman, a Captain Alvear, 
of the Spanish navy, with his wife, four amiable daughters, and 
:five sons grown up to manhood, had embarked in the Mercedes, 
carrying with him a fortune, estimated at about 30,000/. ster
ling, the gradual savings of 30 years' industry as a merchant in 
South America. Not many minutes before the engagement 
"began, the captain and his eldest son had gone on board the 
Medea; and there, in a very little while, did he witness the 
catastrophe that hurled his wife, his daughters, and his remain
ing sons to destruction, and sent that treasure, which was mere 
dross in the romparison, to the bottomless deep. 

The second circumstance alluded to was the tempting nature 
of the lading on board these vessels. The cargoes of the three 
captured frigates, consisted of Vidona wool, cascal-illa, ratinia,. 
aeal-skins, seal-oil, bars of tin, pigs of copper, dollars, and ingots 
of gold, and netted very little short of a million sterling. There
fore, as the Mercedes was simitarly freighted, the total value of 
what had been shipped OD board the squadron probably amounted 
to nearly a. third of a million more. We must not omit to state .. 
that the British government restored to Captain AI-vear, out of 
the proceeds of the three cargoes, the 30,0001. sterling, whicb h& 
bad lost in the Mereedes. 

• See wl. i., p. 3.58. 
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Mey person., who ooncurred in the expediency,. doubted the 

right, of detaining these ships; and many, again, to wbom. the 
legality of the act appeared clear, were of opinion, that a more 
fOrmidable force should ha.ve been sent to execute the service, io 
91"der to have justified the Spanish admital in surrendering with
oot an appeal to arms. 

The aHair naturally created a great stir at Madrid, and on the 
27th of November an order isstled to make reprisals on English; 
property; but it was not until the 12th of the following month! 
that the King of Spain issued his formal dedaration of war~ 
nor until ,the 1 hh of January, 1805, that Great Britain directed 
letters of marque to be granted against Spaniah vesse16 and 
property. 

COLONIAL BXPEDITI&NS.-WBS'J! IlfDIEs.. 

Viewing the success of Captain Watkins at Cura~oa in Sep
tember, 1800,'" without apparently taking into consideration, or 
attaching the proper weight to, the circumstances ODt of which 
it al'Ose, namely the occnpation of the whole west part of the 
island by a French republican force of six or seven times the 
strength of the Dutch garrison, Rear-admiral Sir John Thomas. 
Duckworth, the cOOlmander-in-chief at Jamaica, flattered him
lIelfthat he had only to send up a line-of-battle ship or two, and 
the inhabitants would again surrender the island to the arms of 
his Bri~ie majesty. 

Nor was the rear-admiral the only British officer who had 
taken such an idea into his head, grounded upon the IJaIDe 
partial view of the previous surrender. When, in tbe middle of 
the year 1803, intelligence of the declaration of war against 
Holland reached Port-Royal, Jamaica, 'the 10-gun schooner 
Gipsy, Acting-lieutenant Micbael Fitton, was despatched to 
Cura~oa. to warn any British cruisers that might be lying t~ 
of what had taken place, in order that they might provide for 
tbeir safety. Arriving in the harbour of St.-Ann, the Gipsy 
found at anehor there the IS-gun ship-sloop Surinam, Captain 
Robert Tucker. To this officer, in as secret a manner as he 
eould, Lieutellant Fitton communicated the iDtelligence, aDd 
advised him' immediately to get under way. "No," sa'ys Cap
tain Tucker; "I'll summon the fiscal to surrender the Island to. 
JIJe,." In vain did the lieutenant represent the fol!ly of such a 
proceeding; in vain did he point to tbe numeROS' batteries 
around the harbour: Captain Tucker went OIl shore, aud made 
his proposal in form. The Dutch authorities had received Jle) 

ofiicia1 aceollnt of the war; but they took tDe captain's word~ 
aDd DOt only Ilia word, but his sword, ad hi. ship, and all that 
were on board of her. Kaowmg weUwhat would happen,. 
l.ieuteoant Fitton, in the mea time, had weighed and stood 
... ; and the Gips.y WE. SII:IOO c:baseG off tlte port by two armed 

"Seep'-•• 
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vessels of superior force, which, in consequence of Captain 
Tucker's imprudence, hall heen despatched in pursuit of her. t 

In the early part ot December, 1803, the 74-gun ship Theseus, 
Captain John lUigh, amved at Port-Royal Jamaica, from the 
mole of Saint-Nicholas. On the 17th Captain Bligh received 
an order directing him to proceed on the ensuing day off the city 
ofSanto-Domingo, and, in company with the 74-gun ship Van
guard, Captain J ames Walker, previously stationed there, to 
blockade the port. Should the French in possession of the 
town"" propose capitulation, Captain Bligh was authorized to 
treat with them, and was at the same time verbally informed by 
Sir John Duckworth, in strict confidence, that he would receive 
an order by the 74-gun ship Hercule, Captain Richard Dalling 
Dunn, to attack the island of Cura~oa; but that it was not his, 
Sir John's, intention, that the safety of the line-of-battIe ships 
should be risked by attempting to force the harbour of St.-Ann. 

On the 19th the Theseus sailed fmm Port-Royal, and before 
the end of the month arrived off the city of Santo-Domingo; but 
the Vanguard was not there, nor, in fact, did that ship join at 
all. On the 15th of January, 1804, Captain Bligh received his 
orders by the Hercule, and by them was directed, taking with 
him the three 74s, already named, also the 18-pounder 36-gun 
frigates Blanche, Captain Zachary M udge, and Pique, Captain 
William Bayne Hodgson Ross, and the 10-gun schooner GIPSY, 
Acting-lieutenant Michael Fitton, to proceed without a moment's 
loss of time off the island of Cura~oa; "having," says Sir John, 
"received certain information that the garrison of Cura90a has 
not been strengthened since the commencement of the war, and 
consists of only 160 troops, with a frigate in the port whose 
officers and crew are said nearly all to have fallen victims to the 
climate." Captain Bligh is then directed to summon the island 
to surrender to his majesty's arms upon liberal conditions. In 
case of a refusal, and that he should have no reason to believe 
there had been any augmentation of the garrison. Captain Bligh 
is to land a part of the crews of the ships. Then follows this 
nugatory salvo: ., But it is my duty to caution you hy no means 
to hazard more than the ohject is worth." Nugatory, indeed; 
for, by what standard was the relative value of the object and 
the means to be measured 1 

With his two 74s, two frigates, and one schooner, and with 
no other knowledge of the state of Cura90a than was contained 
in the paragraph already quoted from his orders, and with no 
person on board the squadron who had ever seen the island, 
except Captain Ross and Mr. Fitton, Captain Bligh made sail 
for his destination. Owing to calms and variable winds, the 
squadron did not, until the 30th of January, arrive in sight of the 
island of Bonaire, which lies off the east end of Curac;oa. In 
the evening the ships bore ur., and early on the next morning, 
the 31st, hove to about six mdes to the eastward of the town and 

• See p. 210. 

Digitized by Google 



1804. CAPTAIN BLIGH AT CURACOA • 285 
• harbour of St.-Ann. Captain Ross having embarked on board 

the Gipsy, was despatched with a flap; of truce and a summons 
to the Dutch governor or fiscal, to surrender the island to the 
-British. At 9 h. 30 m. A. M. the Gipsy stood out of the harbour, 
with the preconcerted signal flying, announcing that the terms 
had been refused. 

The passage into the harbour is so narrow, that, even with a 
fair wind (and it now blew off the land), a line-of-battle ship can 
with difficulty enter; and the batteries that command the har
bour and town, including Fort Republique, against which from 
its situation, an attack by storm is impracticable, mounted nearly 
100 pieces of cannon. In the harbour were lying the Dutch 12-
'Pounder 36-gun frigate Hatslaar and two French privateers. 
Under these circumstances, no alternative remained but to try the 
effect ofa landing. Leaving, therefore, the two frigates, as well 
to blockade the harbour, as to cause a diversion of the enemy's 
force, Captain Bligh, with the two 74s and schooner, bore up 
-for a small cove, which had been pointed out by Mr. Fitton as 
the most eligible spot for effecting a disembarkation. 
. According to a previous arrangement the boats of the squadron, 
containing all the marines of the four ships, 199 in number, and 
-a detachment of 406 seamen, had assembled on board the Her
cule, and were commanded as follows: the seamen of the 
Theseus, by Lieutenants Edward Henry a'Court and Richard 
Henry Muddle, assisted by six midshipmen; and her marines 
by Lieutenants Eade Harwood and Bertrand Cahuac. The 
seamen of the Hercule. by Lieutenants John B. Hills and Nisbet 
Josiah Willoughby; and the marines by Lieutenant Samuel 
Perrot. The seamen of the Blanche, by Lieutenant William 
Woolsey, of the Hercule. in lieu of their proper commanding 
officer, Lieutenant William Braithwaite, wlio, to his disgrace as 
an officer and a gentleman, was incapacitated from filling his 
proper station by habitual drunkenness. The marines of the 
Blanche were commanded by Lieutenant Edward Nicolls, the 
senior marine-officer in the squadron. The seamen of the 
Pique, on account of the sickness of two of her three lieute
nants, were commanded by Captain Ross, and ber marines by 
Lieutenant William Henry Craig; and the whole detachment 
of seamen and marines, numbering 605 officers and men, was 
placed under the ordera of Captain Dunn, of the Hercule. 
- In passing Fort Amsterdam, situated Qn the south-east side 
of the entrance to St.-Ann, the two 74s were fired at, but with
out effect, the shot falling short. At 11 h. 30 m. Fort Piseadero, 
mounting 10 Dutch 12-pounders, and protecting the intended 
-point of disembarkation, o:pened a fire. This was immediately 
returned by the Theseus, Wlthin half musket-shot, although the 
-ship was unable to remain alougside owing to a strong head 
wind and lee current. By makmg short tacks, however, the 
Theseus brought her guns to bear with such effect that the fort 
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fired only an occasional gun when the ship was in stays. At I 
p ••• t.he first division ef seamen and marines in the boats 
stormed 1IIld eanied the fort without loss, and struck the DlItcJa 
eoloun;. which the enemy, on retreating, bad left fiying. By a 
npid movement the British gained the heights, and, with die 
los8 of only four or five killed and wounded, drove the DIltclt. 
soldiers from the position. This done, the remainder of the 
aeamen and marines were landed, and the Gipsy schocmer 
anchored in the cove. Captain Bligh also went on shore; and, 
as there was no anchorage for them, the Tbeseus 8Jld H«cWe 
eontinued to stand oH' and on, but, owing to the wind and current, 
found a great difficulty in k.eeping their stations. During the 
lIight several.bot were fired at the ships from Fort Amsterdam.; 
but, although two or three went over the Tbeseus, not one shot 
struck eith« ship. 

Om the morning of the 1st of February two 18-ponnder 
e&l'I'ODadea and a light field-piece were landed from the 
Theseus; and, with great difficulty and some danger, were 
dragged four miles to the ad't'aIlced post at the heigh;L This post 
was situated about 800 yards to the westward of the town of 
St.-Ann, which it in part overlooked, and was plaoed under the 
.command of Lieutenant Willoughby, while the post betweea 
that and the point of disembarkation was oommanded by 
lieatenant Hills. On the 2d. two long 18-pounders were landed, 
and one or both were got to "Willooghby's battel'y;" as was 
.180 one of the Dutch 12-poundem frmll Fort Piseade.ro. Bat 
this was Dot accomplished without some loss from the heavy 
fire kept up by Fort Republique. .Four more lS-pounder 
ea.rronades and another field-piece or two were landed and. 
mounted at one or the other of the posts; and a constant 
interchange of firing was kept up between the British and 
Dutch batteries. In this firing a French battery, mGuoted by 
eome of the guns, and manned by the crews, of the privateef'8.1 
also took a part. 

On the evening of the 4th there wa. a 1Imart skirmish betweeu. 
tbe British at the advanced post and the enemy's sharpshooters~ 
in wweh the latter were repulsed; and on the morning of the 
iith a IDOIe serious aWair took place between the marines under 
Lieutenant NicoUs and a force of Du.tch and French esti. 
mated at 500 men. N otwithsWtding bis numerical inferiority, 
·Lieutenant Nicolk, in the most gallant manner, repulsed the 
allied forces; but, pursuing the enemy too far, DOt without the 
lGSsofnearly 20 in ldUed and woUDded, chiefiy from the cannon. 
of Fort Republique. On the next day, the 6th, the cannonade 
between the forts was resumed; but Lieutenant Willoughby, 
fiuding it ill vain to present any of his pieces at Fort Republique, 
directed them at the town and at the shipping in the harbour. 
By this means the town was partially set on fire; and the Hatslaar 
would probably haTe been. destroyed, had not the Dutch placed 
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. alongside of her, as a aort of fenil-off, two large merchaDt 
vessels, whose hulls received the greater part of the shot. 

In this way passed a number of successive days, the force of 
the British grMIually decreasing, DOt merely bv loss from ~ 
cannon of the forts and in the different skirmi'sbes, but from. 
fatigue and sickness. At length not an officer was left at the 
advaoeed battery but Lie1l:teDant Willou~hby and Midshipmaa 
EatOll Travers; aDd 63 of the men had beeo. obligOO. to be re
em:barked owing to an attack of dYAentery: a circumstance not 
to be wondelled at considering that both ofticersand men lay 
llpon the ground. without any of those coo't'eDieneea deemed. 
indispemsable in the encampment of an anny. The force of the 
Dutcb too, instead of amoooting to only 160 reguluA, consisted 
of .250 ,effective men, bes~ a body of ]ocal m.ilitia, and the 
crews of the vessels in the harbour. In addition to all this, 
the Dutch leamt by deserters, niDe of whom quitted iD. one night, 
the weak state of the British force, and that the squadron muat 
soon raise the blockade fOl' the want of provisions. 

In this state of things Captain Bligh, OD the morning of the 
23<1, despatched the Gipsy to appaize Sir John Duckworth gf 
his intention, unless any thing favourable should happen, to re
embark. his people on the 4t.h of March. In the.course of that 
'Same 23d, the Dutch received a reinforcement; and:ia tOe eVeQing 
the Pique was obliged to bear up for Jama:ica, on account of 
having damaged her rudder. 

Nearly 'one half, or 30 out of 67, of the Hercule's manne. 
were Poles, part of the prisoner.s taken at St.-Domingo; and. 
who, most ineonsidel'ately,had been allowed to enter. On the 
24th these "volunteers," very naturally, evinced so clear IUl 

intention of going over to the enemy, that they were obliged to 
be sent on board their ship with all haste. The loe-em.barkation 
of the whole remaining force could now no longer be delayed; 
and OD the 25th, by 9 P. M., every person was on board an 
America~ tlcoooaer 1\I~d one or two other vessels of a light drau.e;ht, 
except Lieutenant Hills and a small party left to destroy ~rt 
Piscadem. At 11 P. M. this was effeetllally daRe, and the 
lieutenant and his men Boon joined their companions afloat. 

The lOBS of the British, ill the different skirmishes that had 
taken plaoe, 8liI'lOUnted to one midslilipman :(loseph Palmer), 
eight seamen, two sergeants and seven privates of marines killed, 
aDd three lieutenants of marines (Messieurs Harwood, Cahuac. 
and Perret, the latter with the loss of an arm), 16 seamen, 
two sergeants and 2:l pri'Vates of marines wounded; total, 12 
killed and 42 wounded.. The whole of the guDS, that had beea 
landed &om the ships, wer.e also left behuw, except, we be
lieve, two 3-pouDder field-pieces; but the .abandoned. guns were 
all rendet"ed unserviceable, and the camages, platforms, &c. 
de~troyed. 

The circumstances, under which Lieutenant Perrot received 
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his severe wound, are so extraordinary as to be worthy a recital. 
During almost every day of the three weeks and upwards that 
the advanced battery was held, Lieutenant Willoughby, with a 
recklessness of his person that, as it apJlears to us, the occasion 
did not warrant, used to sit in a chaIr upon the ramparts or 
breastwork of his little battery, exposed to a daily, nay almost 
to an hourly, discharge of shot from one or two guns mounted 
upon the Dutch fort above. The earth was ploughed up all 
around, and one man, we believe, was killed close to the spot; 
but still the table and chair, and the daring young officer who 
'Iat there, remained untouched. On one afternoon Lieutenant 
Perrot was induced to seat himself in the chair. Scarcely had 
he done so, when a shot came, took off his left arm, badly 
wounded the knee upon which it bad been resting, and knocked 
the table to atoms. 

Notwithstanding the ill success which had attended this, as 
Sir John himself not inaptly termed it," child of his own brain,"' 
the addition of the Vanguard's seamen and marines, and of a 
heavy mortar or two, would have enabled Captain Bligh to cut 
'off the water from the Dutch garrison, and probably have com
pelled the French faction that ruled the island to accede to the 
proposed capitulation. The British officers and men behaved 
most admirably: and the mastelly manner, in which, for so long 
a time and under, so many privations, Lieutenant Hills and 
Willoughby, the latter in partIcular, maintained their respective 
posts, elicited the strong praise of Captain Bligh: who also, in 
reference to another officer, says to Sir John Duckworth, "Mr. 
Fitton bas throughout sbown so much zeal and judgment, that I 
should feel most happy if you can consistently give him a com
mission appointing him lieutenant of the Gipsy." This recom
mendation was attended to; and, in a few days after the Gipsy 
anchored at Port-Royal, her commander, although the bearer of 
despatches announcing a defeat, received, what years of active 
employment and of hard and responsible service, what more 
than one successful case of acknowledged skill and gallantry as 
a commanding officer,'" had failed to procure him, his commission 
as a lieutenant. 

On the 25th of April the British 74-gun ship Centaur, Cap
tain Murray Maxwell, bearing the broad pendant of Commo
dore Samuel Hood, accompanied by the three armees en flute or 
reduced 44-gun ships Pandour, Captain John Nash, and Serapis, 
Captain Henry Waring, and reduced 28-gun frigate Alligator, 
Captain Charles Richardson, also the ship-sloop Hippomenes, 
Captain Conway Shipley, brig-sloop Drake, Captain William 
Ferris, and armed schooner Unique, Lieutenant George R. 
Brand, with a fleet of transports having on board nearly 2000 
troops, under MajOl--general Sir Charles Green, after a passage 

• See p.60. 
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of 22 days from Barbadoes, arrived 08' the island of Surinam; 
when immediate measures were taken to send a division of the 
army, of about 700 men, under the command of Brigadier
general Maitland, to land at Warapee creek. The direction of 
the disembarkation being left to Captain Conway Shipley of 
the Hippomenes, the latter, with that sloop, a transport, and 
three armed vessels, landed the troops on the night of the 30th, 
assisted by Captain Kenneth M'Kenzie of the brig-sloop Gua
chapin; and who, with great zeal, had quitted his sloop 50 
leagues to leeward, with all her boats, on finding, from baffling 
winds and currents, that she could not get up. 

That no time might be lost, Brigadier-general Hughes, who 
had arrived in the Pandour, was ordered to endeavour to gain 
possession, on the following night, of Braam's point; and in
structions were sent to Captain James O'Brien, of the 36-gun 
frigate Emerald, then lying 08' the bar of Surinam river, to carry 
this service, in concert with the brigadier, into execution. The 
Emerald lost not a moment, but as the tide flowed, pushed over 
the bar, followed by the Pandour and Drake, and anchored 
close to a battery of seven 18-pounders. The fort commenced a 
brisk fire upon the Emerald; but, after the ships had anchored, 
it was silenced by a few broadsides, without any loss on their 
side. In the fort were captured 43 officers and men, three of 
whom were wounded. Not being able to approach nearer to the 
island in the Centaur, on account of the water she drew, the 
general and commodore removed the next morning to the Eme
rald, lying at the entrance of the river. HavinS" there sum
moned the colony, an answer was received contaimng a refusal 
of the terms. The mOUlent, therefore, tha.t the tide served, 
every effort was made to get up the river; which, from the 
shallowness of the water, was very difficult, the Emerald 
having passed through the mud in three feet less than she drew. 
Owing to the lowness of the tide, it was not until the night 
of the 5th of May that the frigate reached a station near to the 
fort. 

The officers of engineers having explored the roads through 
the woods, close to the 12-gun battery of Frederici, which com
municated with Leyden redoubt of the same force, an attack 
was made, on the morning of the 30th, by a detachment of 
troops under Brigadier-general Hughes, conducted in the boats 
by Captain MaxwelI, of the Centaur, and Captains Ferris and 
Richardson, of the Drake and Alligator. The party landed at 
Plantation Resolution; and, after a tedious march through 
woods and swamps, the brigadier and his detachment, accom
panied by Captains MaxweU and Ferris, some other officers, 
and about 30 seamen, carried the battery of Frederici; and, 
althouS"h the enemy blew up the magazine, by which many of 
the Bl"ltish suffered on entering the work, the troops and sea
men, passing without delay a causeway of 700, yards, in the faca 
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of 4i we pieces of cannon that bore upon it, C8.1Tied in a few 
JBinuU!s more the redoubt of Levden. 

Brigadier-general Maitland had come down the river Com
mowioa, and the ships had all got up near Frederici. By this 
time, too, the troops were advancing, and the enemy's comma
BicatiODS aearly intercepted by the activity of the armed boats 
of the British; whose provisions, stores, and cannon were 
.already prepared for attacking fort N ew-AlBSU!rdam, mounting 
upwaros of 80 guns. Aware of all this, the Batavian command
aat, Lieutenant-colonel Batenburg, on the 5th of May, sent a 
flag of truce; and shortly after the receipt of it a capitulation 
was signed. 

Commodore Bloys-Van-Tres10ng, on the British claiming the 
surrender of the ships, entered into the terms proposed. He 
:had statiODed the Proserpine of 32 guns, 18-pounders, near to 
fort New-Amsterdam, and had -extended a line of defence across 
the river, with the Py1ades corvette, of 18 gUDS, at the other 
extremity, about a mile above the redoubt Purmurunt: he Iwl 
also placed three merchantmen, of from eight to 12 guns, in the 
centre, and had employed a schooner of 10 gnDS to reOOOlloitre 
and cover the shore at Voorburg, should the British troops haW) 
attempted to advance by that side. Besides this force, the 
Dutch commodore had seven gun-boats ready to act as occllsion 
required. 

This important colony was gained, fortunately, with a very 
mconsiderable loss on either side. That of the British navy 
amounted t-o one lieutenant (lames Edward Smith, first of the 
Centaur), one midshipman (William Shuldham), one boatswain. 
and two seamen killed, and three lieutenants (William King and 
Robert Henderson, both of the Centaur, and George R. Bl1Uld. 
of the Unique), and five seamen wounded; and that of the army. 
three privates killed, and ]3 officers and privates wounded; total 
of the British loss, eight killed and 21 wounded, and the 
greater part owing to the explosion at Frederici. The. Dutch 
appear to have Eustained no other loss than the three men 
already mentioned as wounded in the battery at Braam's point. 
The number of prisoners taken at Surinam, exclusively of staff 
and detachments, amounted to 2001; and the total number of 
pieces of iron and brass ordnance, about half of which were 
dismounted, was 282. 

On the 17th of January, late in the evening, a French squa
dron commanded by Lieutenant Jean-Michel Mabe, consisting 
of the armed ship Oncle-Thomas, of 20 guns, and the schooners 
Renorumee of ]4, Oiseau of 10 guns, aod Rosalie, Vigie, and 
another, of two each, fitted out at Cayenne, and having on board 
565 officers, soldiers, and sailors, anchored off the British settle
ment of Goree. The officer commanding there, Colonel Fraser. 
JJad at his disposal only 54 white men inc~uding officers, aad 
made the best dispositions in his power for resisting an attack. 
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OD. the 18th, at 3 .A. ••• , eight boats from the squadron disem
barked 240 troops upon the rocks to the eastward of the town, 
where the surf happened to be unusually low. An engagement 
immediately ensued; when, after a loss of 19 men killed and 
wounded on the part of the British (most of whom were in a 
sickly sfate), and 75 on the part of the French, Colonel Fraser 
surrendered on a capitulation, and the port was taken possession 
ofby the troops and seamen of Lieutenant Mahe. 

The French remained in quiet possession of their conquest 
uatil the 7th of March, in the morning, when the British 18-
pounder 36-gun frigate Inconstant, Captain Edward Stirling 
I)ickson, accompanied by a store-ship and three transports, 
arrived off' the settlement. The appearance of English colours 
on the citadel occasioned Captain Dickson to send tieutenant 
Charles Pickfol'd on shore in the cutter, to ascertain in whose 
possession the place was. Not having, by 10 P.II., received any 
mformation, Captain Dickson despatched three boats, manned 
and armed, under Mr. Runciman, midshipman, to cut out a ship 
in the harbour. The service was executed, under a heavy fire 
from the batteries, which sank one of the boats and wounded 
one of the men. The strength of the garrison having by this 
means been obtained, the Inconstant weighed and stood to the 
westward, to prevent any succours being thrown in from Sene
gal. Having, on the following day, been joined by a fourth 
merchant ship or transport, the three boats of the lattt"r made 
the number sufficient to carry the allotted portion of troops; and. 
Captain Dickson commenced preparations to disembark the 
IDen on the following day; when, at daybreak on the 8tb, Eng. 
lish colours were seen flying over French at the fort, the Frencb 
gan-ison having the night previous capitulated with Lieutenant 
Piekford. Thus was the settlement of Goree restored, without 
the loss of a man, to its former masters. 

AMERICA AWD THE BABBABY STATUS. 

. Ft:Om some cause respecting ~hich it wou~d be. pro~tle88 t~ 
mquue, these belIigerents. remamed comparatively mactive untt! 
the latter months of the year 1803, when an adjustment of some 
differences, which had arisen between the Etnperor of Morocco 
and the United States, left Commodore Preble, who now corn. 
manded the American squadron, at liberty to direct ~is whole 
attention to Tlipoli. Scarcely, however, had the Amencan corn· 
modore put his squadron ioto motion, ere it met with a very 
serious loss. 

On the 31st of October, at 9 A. M., the 44-gun frigate Phila· 
delphia, Captain William Bainbridge, bein~ about five leagues to 
the westward of Tripoli, discovered. and lDunediately chased a 

Seep. 170. 
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sail in shore, under Tripolitan colours, standing before the wind 
to the eastward. The Philadelphia soon opened her fire, and 
continued it until 11 h. 30 m. A.. M.: when, being in seven 
fathoms' water, and finding that he could not prevent the vessel 
entering Trip?li, Captain Bainbridge discontinued the pursuit. 
In worKing off from the shore under her topsails, and when about 
four miles and a half from the town of Tripoli, the Philadelphia 
struck upon a rock not laid down in the charts. A boat was 
immediately lowered to sound: and, the greatest depth of 
water appearing to be astern, the topgallantsails were set, and 
all the sails thrown flat aback. Three anchors also were cut 
from the bows, the water in the hold started, and the guns 
thrown overboard exceptin~ a few abaft, to defend the ship 
against the attacks of the Trlpolitan gun-boats then firing at her. 
All this, however, proved ineffectual; as did the attempt to 
lighten the ship forward, by cutting away the foremast. About 
sunset, observing a reinforcement of gun-boats approaching from 
Tripoli, and having no means of defence left, the Philadelphia 
hauled down her colours. The Tripolitans immediately took 
possession of the American frigate, and made prisoners of the 
officers and men; whose number, fortunately, did not at this 
time exceed 300. About 48 hours afterwards, by great exer
tions and a strong breeze in their favour, the Tripolitans got the 
Philadelphia afloat, and towed her into the harbour. 

Before we proceed to ~ive an account of the performances of 
Arperican seamen, the mtroduction of a few lines, published 
ei~ht years ago, and not since, to our knowledge, impugned, 
wlll render it probable, that we may yet be recording, in part, the 
exploits of British seamen: "It is fresh in the recollection of 
many officers of the British navy, how difficult it was, at this 
period, to keep the seamen from deserting to the Americans. 
The short peace of 1803 occasioned many of our ships to be paid 
off; and the nature of the service upon which the Americans 
were engaged, held forth a strong inducement to the manly feel
ings of the British tar. It was not to raise his arm against his own 
countrymen, but against barbarians, whose foul deeds excited 
indignation in every generous breast. The Americans cannot deny; 
that the complements of their ships in the Tripolitan war con
sisted chiefly of British seamen, supplied by a Scotch renegado 
at New-York, and by numerous other crimps in the different 
seaport towns of the United States; and that those comple
ments were afterwards filled up, by similar means, at Cadiz and 
other ports of theMediterranean. Was not Commodore Preble, OIL 
account of being detected in some transaction of this sort, obliged 
to shorten his stay at Gibraltar, and to fix Syracuse, instead 
of Malta, for his next rendezvous 1 To such as know the faci
lity with which, either in the ships or on the shores, of the United 
States, a deserter, or an emigrant, can obtain his naturalization, 
the term " American" requires an epithet to render it intelligible. 
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In recording the exploits of 'f Americans," it is but to lop oft'the 
qualifying adjunct" adopted," and every native reader feels a 
hero's blood flowing in his veins. On the other hand, should 
disgrace be attached to the deed, Mr. Clark (the Amelican naval 
historian) and his brother-writers, anticipating the reader's 
wishes, seldom fail to state, that the parties were not American, 
but British sailors."· 

We must premise, also, that the only accounts we have to 
refer to are those written by the Americans. The Tripolitans 
have no annalist to compile, no state-historiographer to magnify 
and blazon, the feats performed by themselves; nor have they 
any acute and patriotic wliter, to expose the exaggerations, and 
disprove the mlstatements, published by their enemies. With 
such a one-sided case before us we almost fear to proceed; and 
yet we should be sorry to omit recording, or, by doubting, to 
throw a slight upon, an act of genuine gallantry, achieved by 
Frenchman or American, Christian or Mahomedan. 

Feeling a laudable desire to prevent the Tripolitans from 
making any use of the fine frigate which, by an accident so un
toward, had fallen into their hands, Lieutenant 8tephen Decatur, 
of the U oited States' 44-gun frigate Constitution, submitted to 
Commodore Preble a plan for setting fire to and destroying 
the Philadelphia in the harbour of Tripoli. The Commodore at 
first thought the enterprise too hazardous, but at length gave 
his consent. On the 3d of February, having embarked with 70 
volunteers, including Lieutenant James Lawrence and Midship
man Charles Morris, on board a Turkish prize ketch, newly 
named the Intrepid, Lieutenant Decatur sailed from Syracuse, 
accompanied by the 18-gun brig 8yren, Lieutenant Charles 
Stew art ; whose boats, covered by the brig's fire, were to co-
operate in the attack. . 

On the 18th, in the evening, the Intrepid and 8yren arrived 
oft' the harbour of Tripoli; but it appears that the two vessels· 
"by a change of wind" separated, and that at 8 P. M. the Intre
pid entered the harbour alone. The Philadelphia lay within· 
half gun-shot of the Bashaw's castle and principal battery, with 
two Tripolitan cruisers at the distance of about 200 yards on her 
~tarboard quarter, and on the same bow a number of gun-boats. 
'f All her guns were mounted and loaded."· At about 11 P.M., 
just as the Intrepid had arrived within 200 yards of the larboard 
and outward side of the Philadelphia, the latter hailed and 
desired the ketch to, anchor on peril of being fired into. The 
pilot of the Intrepid, as he had Deen instructed, and who, we 
Imagine, was himself a mussulman, answered that they had lost all 
their anchors. Upon this the ketch was suffered to advance; 
and, so well was the deception kept up, that a rope was per-

.. James's Naval Occurrences between Great Britain and America, J.>. 73. 
t Clark's Naval History of the United States, vol. i., p. 153. This wants 

confirmation. 

Digitized by Google 



294 AMERICA AND THE »ARBAllY STATES. 1804-

mitted to be made fast to the frigate's fore chains, by whicll the 
Intrepid hauled herself alongside. 

Lieutenant Decatur and his party now gallantly sprang OIl 
board, and, rushing upon the alarmed Tripolitans, killed about 
20, and quickly subdued the remainder. Having thus, in a 
much easier manner than could have been anticipated, got pos
session of the Philadelphia, Lieutenant Decatur directed her to 
be set on fire; which was done so promptly and effectively, that 
the Intrepid herself was nearly involved in the flames. A fine 
wind from the land, however, at that moment sprang up; and 
the ketch, profiting by it, soon ran out of the harbour with the 
gallant J>arty who had so fully executed the bold and perilous. 
service Intrusted to them. Although, as soon as the TripolitaDa 
OD shore bad ascertained that the Philadelphia was in their 
enemy's possession, the forts and sllrrounding Tessels opeaed a 
fire upoo her, the Americans were so fortunate as to escape witfl 
only four men wounded. 

In the course of the summer, at two or three dift'erent periods, 
the American squadron, assisted by some Neapolitan guD--boata 
and bomb.vesseIs, bombarded the town and batteries of Tripoli; 
and lieutenant, or rather captain (for he then had been de-
servedly promoted), Decatur, who commanded a ~boat 
again greatly distinguished himself. "Captain Decat.," says 
Mr. Clark, "having grappled a Tripolitan boat and bouded her 
with only 15 Amelicans; in 10 minutes her decks wereelearedr 
"&nd she was captured. Three Americans were wounded. At 
this moment Captain Decatur was informed that the gun~t, 
~ommanded by his brother (Lieutenant Jame8 Decatnr), had 
captured a boat belonging to the enemy; but that his. brotbet~ 
as be was stepping on board was treacherously shot by t8e 
TripoHtan commander, who made off with bis-boat. captain 
Decatur immediately pursued the murderer, who was retreating 
within tbe lines; having succeeded in coming aloogaide~ h8 
boarded with only 11 men. A doubtful contest of 20 mmates 
ensued. Decatur immediately attacked the TripolitaD COlD
mander, who was armed with a spear and cutlass. In parry
ing the Turk's spear, Decatur broke his 8wOrd close to the hilt, 
and received a .light wound iD the right arm and breut; lMst, 
having sei~d the spear, he closed; and after a violent struggle, 
both fell, Decatur uppermost. The Turk then drew ... dagger 
fi:om his bel~; but Decatur eaught hold of his arm, cbew a 
pistol from his pocket, and shot him." 

An exploit fully equal to this is reoorded of another Ameri£an. 
ofticer. "Lieutenant Trippe boarded one of the enemy's large. 
boats, with only a midshipman, Mr. Jonathan Henley, and aiDe 
men, bis boat falling oft' before any more could join him. He 
was thus left either to perish, or to conquer 36 men with only 
11. Though at first the victory seemed doubtful, yet, iD a few 
minutes, the Tripolitans were subdued; 14 of them were killed. 
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and 22 taken prisoners. Seven of these last were severely 
wounded. Lieutenant Trippe received 11 sabre wounds, some 
of them dangerous. The blade of his sword bending, he closed 
with his antagonist. Both fell. In the struggle, Trippe wrested 
the Turk's sword from him, and with it stabbed him to the 
heart."· 

The American archives contain the records of several more 
such desperate feats between the American and Tripolitan 
officers and men. At length, however, an end was put to all 
hostility between the United States, and the regency of Tripoli, 
by a treaty of peace concluded in J llne 1805, but not, it appears, 
upon terms so advantageous as the Americans had anticipated • 

• Clark's Naval History of the United State3, vol. i., p. 157. 
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BRITISH AND FRENCH FLEETS. 

,. THE -most remarkable feature, in the abstract. for the com
mencement of the present year, is the number of vessels that 
appear in the two" Built" columns. At no former or subse
quent period have 87 British ships of war been launched within 
the year. All these ships, except the five principal ones, had 
been ordered to be built since the commencement of the war, and 
llpwards of 50 of them since the commencement of the year in 
wbich they first took the water. Nothing can better demonstrate 
the exertions made by the new lord of the admiralty (the late 
Lord Melville) to recover the British navy from the low state 
into which it had previously fallen. Of 87 vessels so launched 
in the year 1804, 80 had been built in the merchants' yards, a 
number amountin~ to nearly two thirds of all that had been 
similarly built dl?-nng the whole nine years of the preceding war. 

Of the 88 new vessels ordered in 1804, 48 were gun-brigs, 
and 10 belonged to the N, or middling class of 74. The utihty 
of the latter cannot be disputed; but the former would probably 
have better answered the intended purpose of their construction 
had they been differently armed. Their light draught of water 
enabled them, certainly, to approach Vf>ry near to an enemy's 
coast; but what effective opposition could I8-pounder carron
ades offer to the heavy long guns mounted by the French 
batteries and gun-boats? The new gun-brigs were of a size 
(l80 tons) to carry with ease four 32-pounder carronades, fitted to 
throw shells, and two long I8-pounders on traversing carriages, 
one at the bow, the other at the stem. With this reduction in 
their nominal, but increase in their real strength, these brigs 
would have been better able to cope with the description of 
force, which they were likely to encounter in the waters that 
were to be the scene of their services • 

• See Appendix, Annual Abstract No. 18. 
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The prize and casualty lists for the year 1804 will furnish the 
names and other particulars of the ships respectively contained 
ip the fourth column of the" Increase," and first of the" De
crease" compartments of the Abstract.· 

The number of commissioned officers and masters, belonging 
to the British navy at the commencement of the year 1805, was, 

Admirals • • 50 
Vice-admirals • 36 J 

Rear-admirals • • •• 63 
" superannuated 22 

Post-captains • 639 
" ,,25 

Commanders, or Sloop-captains • 422 
" superannuated 45 

Lieutenants • 2472 
Masters • 556 

And the number of seamen and'marines, voted for the service of 
the same year, was 120,000.t 

Scarcely had Spain issued her declaration of war against 
England,:!: than France began to put in requisition the Heets and 
armies of her new ally. On the 4th of January, three days 
actually before the Spanish declaration reached London, a secret 
treaty between the two courts was signed at Paris, by Vice
'admiral Decr~s on the part of France, and Vice-admiral Don 
Frederico Gravina on the part of Spain. The first article 
contains a display of the force by sea and land at the French 
emperor's disposal. At the Texel are 30,000 men, with the 
necessary transports. At Ostende, Dunkerque, Calais, Bou
logne, and Hbre, respectively, are flotillas, capable of embarking 
altogether, 120,000 men and 25,000 horses; at Brest, a Heet of 
21 sail of the line,§ besides frigates and transports. with 25,000 
men ready for embarkation; at Rochefort, a squadron of six sail 
of the line (including the Achille 74, nearly ready for launching) 
and four frigates, having on board 4000 men; and at Toulon, a 
1Ieet of 11 sail of the line, eight frigates, and sundry transports, 
having on board 9000; total 188,000 men. 

By the second, third, and fourth articles, the Kin~ of Spain 
engages to arm, and supply with six months' prOVisions and 
four months' water, from 25 to 29 sail of the line, and to have 
them ready, with from 4000 to 5000 Spanish troops (in conjunc
tion with 20,000 French to embark from Cadiz), by the 20th, or 
at furthest, the 30th of March. Of those 25 or 29 sail of the 
line, Ferrol is to furnish from seven to eight, and which are to 

• See Appendix. Nos. 29, SO, and SI. 

I See Appendix, No, 32. 
It bore date at Madrid, December 12, 1804. See p.283. 
The Oc~ three-decker is here meant to be excluded, and probabl1. 

IIOme other ship equally in an unseaworthy state. See p. 217, where 2S sail 
of the line are mentioned as in the port. 

Digitized by Google 



298 :BR1'11SH AND FRENCH nEETS. 

eGlDbine in their operations with the- five French sail of the line 
in tot port; Cadiz is to supply from 12 to }5, and Carlhageua. 
six. By the fifth article the two high contracting pa.rtiea 
mutually engage, to augment their fleetS by all the ships of the. 
tiDe and frigates that may be subsequently constructed, repaired, 
and fitted in their respective ports. The sixth article contains all 

engagement on the part of Napoleon to guarantee to his catholic 
majesty, as well the integrity of his European dominions, as the 
restitution of all colonies that may be taken from him during 
the war; and that, should the fortune of arms, "in accordance 
with the justice of the cause whic;:h their majesties are defend
ing," grant success to their annies and fleets, the emperor will 
employ his influence to get Trinidad restored, aDd alsg the trea
sure taken out of the 10111" frigates.. The seventh article contains 
a mutual undertaking not to make a separllte peace; and the 
eighth provides that the ratifications shall be exclaanged within 
a IDOnth.· To the treaty a note is appended, signed by the 
Spanish ambassador, Don Fredericlo GraviDa, in which he ex
presses a dou'bt u to the possibility of col1~ting a sutficienc:r of 
Sailou for the ahili'&> awl, above all, ofba,viDg ready, by the tuue 
Mated, &0 may as six millions ofrations.t 

If Napoleon, with his 40 or 45 sail of the line, bad. c:alcwated 
to eseaie suck a. divenion of the British fleets, as should give him 
a cifar ehannel for bis flotilla to cross, bow must bisexpeetatioaa" 
han been raised now that he posses.ed the disposal of upwardl 
GC 70 sail of the line. It ia true that the public lists and jew
aals did show and iuist, that the number of cOllllllissiOlled 1iDe,. 
d-battle ships beloogmg to Englamd at the time amounted to 
105;. bu.t" as respects ~oing ships, the fact was not so: the 
:British Bavy could send forth DO mote than 83 sail of the liae, 
and sean:ely the whole of them. Boonaparte had constantly • 
.s&eel'~ list before him" and, with the aid of the information de
rived from his numerou& 8pi~ koew, better by far tban many ill 
England, how to analyze the a.ccounts, and sepaxate the nou
omhatant from the combatant ships. Let it then be kept ia 
remembrance, that, at tbe commeacement of the yeu 1805, the 
Bri.tish and the Franco-Spaaish navies (lea.ving the Batavian 
Ilavy out oftbe question) were, as to, number of efiective line-of
baUle ships, nearly upon a par. What changes took place, i.a 
the relative numbers of these navies before the close of this 
-eventful year, we shall now proceed methodically to relate.. 

The commencement. of the year found Admiral Comwallia at 
his sta~ion ofi' Ushaot, with a force not exceeding] 1 sail of the 
line; while the French fleet that lay in the road of Brest, ready 
for sea, numbered, as has on more than one oecasiOll beea shown, 
21 sail. On the 3d of February, when the blockading foree, 

• They were exehantted on the 18th of January. t For a et>p1 of &bia impGCtaIK treaty .. see voL xi." Po 21~ of J?ricis ... 
Evenemens, &c. 
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by successive arrivals, had been augmented to 16 sail, the de
parture of five, uDder Vice-a.cimiJal Sir Reber' Calder, to the. 
station off Ferrol and Corunaa, left the admiral again, for & 

short time, with only 11 sail. The perseveraDce with wbic., 
during a period of 22 months, including two boisterous winters, 
Admiral Comwallis had maintained the. blockade of Bres~ 
affected his health, and obliged him to suspend his arduous. 
labours, and seek a few weeks' relaxation OD share. Accord
ingly, on the 20th of March, the Ville-de-Paris anchored at 
Spithead, and in the course of the day struck the iag at her 
Inaio. The command of the Channel Seet devolved upon 
Adminl Lord Gardner, whose Bag was flying on board tbe Treat 
frieate at Cork. ID: tlte mean time the &et, cruisiag of' UsblUlll 
aDd Ilumbering 17 sail of the line, had been left in cltarge of 
Vice-admiral Sir Charles Cotton, in. the 112-gun ship SaD
Jose£ 

On the 3d of April Admiral Lord Oardner, in the DMI' 'JIlt.. 
rate Hibemia, arrived ofi'Usftant,.and relieved SirCharl.CetJaa 
in the command of the fleet,. then eonsisting of 21 sail of the 
line. On the 11th a gale of wind drove th&. British ieet frOllltha 
Freneh caut. On the 13tJa,. ill the: afternoon, Lord Gardaer, 
witb 17 sail, regained his stallion ~ and, tM next lBOmiDg, the 
14th, in collseque&:e:of aoOle inteUigeooe received fl'om his lOoIQ.. 
O\\t frigates. he despatched the Warrrof 74 to reecmnoitre the 
harbou .. of Brest. At 5 h. 30 m. P. M. Captain William Bl'igla 
lejeined, with the signal iyiag, that the FreIlCh sbiplS were 
g~ttiag under way, Upon this the British shipi! i_ed in line 
OS battle to be ready to receige them. On the fulIowillg IJlOl'D

ing, the 15th, tile French van-division, com~ of niae sw of 
the line. appealed in sight off the Blaek Rocks, and was PI"'" 
eently joined by the main body, forming a total, as eounted, of 
40 sail of ,veS8e~ including il 01 th.e: lime. Tals formidable 
aeet had 011 OOtird 2QO(} treops, a.nd was pl'OTisioned for six 
.oaths. The British admiral, whose fOt'Ce in the oourse of tM 
day amoonted to 24 sail of the line, lItro.re his liIltmost to bring 
the French fteet to aetion; but the latter, after manaluyriDg for a 
few hours between Berthea1lme and Camant bays returned into 
port. 

Ul1Ilike a few former shifts of position and man~uvres in 
:Brest and Bertheaume roads, and which served the doublie pw'"
pOile of eXet'cisin~ the crews, aud of enabling the Moniteur to. 
insert a boastful paragraph, about offering battle. to, and chasing 
away, the blockading force, this was a real attempt to put to 
sea, Vic~admiral Villeneuve bad sailed from 'l'oulon, and: 
Napoleon's object now was, that t1lte two fleets should effect 
their junction in tbe West Indies, and, after ravaging the British 
possessions tber~ return to the Channel, augmented, by the
Rochefort squadron on the route, and by the combined squadron 
at Ferrolon appearing ofl' that port, to 56 sail of the line. It 
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was then that the great blow was to be struck. All Napoleon's 
letters, written at this period, betray his anxiety about M. Gan
teaume's departure. In one dated" Au chateau de Stupinis, le 
21 Avril," he says to his minister of marine, "Le non depart de 
Ganteaume me contrarie beaucoup;" and, in another dated at 
the same place two days afterwards, wherein he informs M,· 
Decres that he has despatched a courier to Ganteaume, to in
form him that Nelson had gone to Egypt in search of Villeneuve, 
Buonaparte emphatically adds: "Dieu veuille que mon courrier 
ne le trouve :point a. Brest." 

After a yam endeavour, by forging news of disastrous events 
to the English in India, to weaken, by detachments abroad, the 
ileet off Ushant, Napoleon directs that, if Ganteaume cannot put 
to sea before the 20th of May, he is to remain quiet.· The fact 
is, that M. Villeneuve's stock of provisions was expending fast, 
and a lon~er delay might throw serious obstacles in the way of 
the ex:pedltion. The British blockading fleet" still retaining its 
menacmg posture, the next plan was, that Vice-admiral Gan
teaume should remove with his fleet to a position outside the 
goulet, between Camaret bay and the east end of Bertheaume 
bay. To prevent the British from paying the spot a visit, when 
thus temptingly occupied, directions were given to strengthen 
the defences along the coast in the neighbourhood. This was so 
expeditiously as well as effectually done, that, by the first week 
in May, upwards of 150 pieces of cannon were mounted on the 
different batteries around Bertheaume and Camaret bays. The 
object of ordering M. Ganteaume to this outer anchorage was 
to facilitate his putting to sea, but, above an, to enable him to 
effect his jUllction with Vice-admiral Villeneuve; who, on the 
probability that the former would not be able to quit Brest in 
time to meet the latter in the West Indies, had been directed to 
hasten to FenoI. Having there augmented his force to 34 sail . 
of the line, Vice-admiral Villeneuve was to take his choice of 
four routes for reaching Boulogne. The first two supposed a 
junction with the Brest fleet, thus: to appear before Rochefort, 
and, joining the five ships there' and the one at Lorient, proceed 
to Brest, and then with 60 sail of the line enter the Channel; 
or, as the Rochefort squadron occupied an, equal number of 
British ships, letting that remain, prm~eed straight to M. Gan
teaume's anchorage, and thence to the Channel with 54 sail of 
ofthe line: in either of which cases, it appears, Napoleon de
si~ed that Vice-admiral Ganteaume, although junior to M. 
Vllleneuve, should assume the command. An this was to be 
effected, if possible, without an action; but, should one be un
avoidable, It was to be fought, for obyious reasons, as near as 
possible to Brest. The third and fourth routes were, either to 
double I~land, and, calling for the Texel squadron of seven, 

1\1 Precis des Ev~nemens, tome xi., pp. 228-239. 
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.rrive before Boulogne with 41 sail of the line, or to pass straight 
up Channel, out of view of the coasts or of the blockading fleet 
off Brest, and, with 34 sail only, appear off Boulogne, four or 
five days before the Channel fleet could arrive there; in which 
four or five days the flotilla was to cross and the descent be 
effected.'" A fifth plan, left as an alternative to M. Villeneuve, 
having reference exclusively to a distant service, is deferred to 
the proper period for introducing it. 

It was at about the date of these. orders, that some reflections 
in the English newspapers, cast upon the Brest fleet for not 
sailing out and engaging a much inferior force,. gave disquietude 
to Napoleon, and caused him to write thus to his minister of 
marine: "Have inserted in the journals of Holland an article 
against the system of blockade; let it be made appear that we 
sail out of Brest when we choose; that Bruix sailed out such a 
day, Morard de Galles such a day, Ganteaume several times; 
that in his last trip to Bertheaume, nothing prevented his putting 
to sea, and that the English squadron did no~ so much as know 
of his being under sail: that it is therefore impossible to block
ade the ]lort of Brest, especially in the months of September 
and October. This article will show, that we have no desire to 
put to sea, but wish merely to keep the enemy in awe."t Many 
of the London opposition journals, taking all this for truth, 
·became very strenuous coadjutors in Buonapal'te's plan of de
ception. 

On the 6th of July accounts reached the Channel 8eet of the 
arrival of the combined fleet at Martinique; and on the same 
day Admiral Cornwallis, having recovered his health, arrived in 
the Ville-de-Paris off' Ushant, and relieved Lord Gardner in 
the command of the former, now consisting of 18 sail of the 
line, and which, considering the force likely to assail it from 
different points, was tather critically situated. On the 11th in
telligence that the combined fleet was on its return reached Ad
miral Cornwallis from the admiralty, with orders for Rear
admiral Sterling to quit his station off' Rochefort, and, with his 
five sail of the line, join Vice-admiral Calder off' Ferrol. The 
circumstances under which these orders had been despatched 
are deserving of attention. The British brig-sloop Curieux, 
Captain George Edmund Byron Bettesworth, with the intelli
gence, anchored at Plymouth on the 7th, in the morning; and 
at about 11 P. M. <.>n the 8th the captain arrived at the admiralty. 
The first lord having retired to rest, the despatches were not 
communicated to him until early on the morning of the 9th. At 
this Lord Barham was very angry, saying, that seven or eight 
hours had been lost. Without waiting to dress himself, he wrote 
orders for Admiral CornwaUis to detach Rear-admiral Sterling 
fi'om off' Rochefort to join Vice-admiral Calder, who was to take 

• Precis des Evenemens, tome xi., p. 253. 
t See Appendix, No. 33. 
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a station to the westward of Cape Finisterre, while Admiral 
Comwallis himself, with the Cbannel fleet, was to cruise between 
Ushant and Finisterre. By 9 A. M. the admiralty messeagers 
were on tbeir way to Portsmouth and Plymouth, and OD the 
11tb, as already mentioned, Admiral Cornwallis received his 
orders. Such promptitude on the part of the British admiralty 
could not be credited by Napoleon. ,t Ce ne que le 20 messi
dor" (July 8), says he, "que le brick le Curieux est arrive en 
Angleterre. L'amiraute n'a pu se decider dans les villgt-quatre 
MU res sur~les mouvemens de ses escadres: dans ce cas, il n'est 
pas probable que l'ordre a l'escadre devant Rochefort soit arrive 
en trois jours. Je mets done en fait que cetteescadre a levesacroi
mere par des ordres anteneurs a l'arrivee du Curieux a LODdres.'" 

On the 2X)tb Vice-admiral Ganteaume received orders to put 
to sea, and endeavour to form a junction, first with the Roche
fort squadron of five sail of the line, off the Lizard, and then 
witb M. VilIeneuve. On the 29th the news of the latter's 
action with Sir Rbbert Calder reached the Channel fleet, and on 
the 14tb of August Sir Robert himself joined the fleet with 
eight sail of the line; as, on the following day, the 15th, did 
LOrd Nelson from' his long western cruise, with 11. The de
parture of bis lordship on the 16th, with two or three ships, 
left the admiral with a force of34 sail of the Jine. On the 17th, 
on intelligence arriving that the Franco-Spanish fleet, numbering 
27 or 28 sail of the line, had been seen off' Fenol, Admiral 
Cornwallis detached to that station Sir Robert Calder, with 18.t 
On the 20th the Captain 74, from Plymouth, joined the Channel 
Seet, which then amounted to 17 sail of the line. 

The affair off' Cape Finisterre, being considered to have 
entailed an equal I08S of ships upon the British and the com
bined fleets, was not allowed to interrupt the grand design, in 
which the latter had been allotted to take so important a part. 
On the 20th of August, a little before the time when, as it was 
conjectured, Vice-admiral Villeneuve would be off the port, 
Vice-admiral Ganteaume received orders to quit Brest road, 
where the fleet had recently been lying, and anchor in Ber
tbeaume. On the same day, at about 6 h. 30 m. P. M., the 
French advanced squadron began to get under way, but not 
unseen by the Britisn 44-gun frigate Indefatigable, Captain John 
Tremayne Rorld; who, accompanied by the 38-gun frigate 
Niobe, and two or three smaller vessels, was reconnoitring the 
harbour, and for that Furpose had taken a station about four 
miles south by east 0 the Black Rocks. On the following 
morning, the 21st, at 6 A. M., the whole French fleet, consisting 
of the following 21 sail of the line, five frigates, one ship 

• Precis des Evenemens, tome xii., p. 2~ 
+ Napoleon either thought, or affected to think, this to be an egregious 

folly .. insigne betise" on the part of Admiral Cornwallis. Precis des 
EV~Demens, tome xii., p. 258. 
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OOl"fttte, aDd two avisos, under Vice-admiral Ganteaume in the 
Imperial (late Vengeur, a name that no one in France, consider
ing the circumstance out of which it had arisen, could expect 
would so soon have been changed), stood out of the goule4 
and, at about 10 h. 30 m. A. M., anchored. in the new position 
hetweea Camaret and BeItheallme: 

~20tlb\pI.perial, GlIDoljblPBatave, GDDofIbijPJe&IJ..Bart. 
ne llnvincilille, Brave, Jupiter, 

Republicain,- Cassard, Patriote, 
80 Alexandre, 74 Conquerant, 74 TOllrvine. 

Foudroyant, . Diomede, Ulysse, 
74 S AHilnoe, Eole, Witkran. 

~ Aquilon, Impetueux, Wattigny. 
Frigate., Comete, Felicite, Indienne, Vale\lreuse, Volontaire. 
~,Diligente, and brig-corvette. Espicgle and Vulca.in. 

On the nrst discovery of the ships in the morning, the FeliJC 
schooner had been sent with the intelligence to the admiral off 
Ushant; and, on their anchoring, the 36-gun frigate Aigle, 
Captain George Wolfe, who had joined about an hour before, 
was despatched upon the same errand. 

At the time the news reached him, which was soon after noon 
on the 21st, Admiral Cornwallis lay with his Heet, numbering 
17 sail of the line, one frigate (exclusive of two others and a 
brig-sloop on the look-out in-shore), two cutters, and one 
schooner, about three leago.es 80uth by west of the island of 
Ushant. The British fleet, the names of the whole of the shipa 
of which, owing to the frequent departures and arrivals of the 
preceding 10 days, we are unable to give, hauled to the wind on 
the larboard tack, with a moderate breeze at north by east, and 
at about 2 h. 30 m. p. K.passed the west end of U shant within 
less than three miles. At 3 h. 30 m., having made Pointe Saint
Mathieu, the fleet shortened sail, and soon discovered the French 
ships, some at an anchor and others under way. The admiral 
bei.ng desirous himself to reconnoitre the enemy, the Ville·de
Paris made the signal for tbe fleet to disregard her motions, and 
then stood in towards the Indefatigable and her two consorts. 
At 5 P. H. the Ville-de-Paris and in-shore squadron, having a 
fair view of the French fleet, shortened sail and counted the 
number of vessels; which was found to correspond with the 
number already given, except in the omission of the corvette. 
At .5 h. 30 m. P. M. Pointe Saint-Mathieu bearing north only a 
mile and a half distant, the Ville-de-Paris wore to rejoin her 
fleet. Immediately several shot and shells were fired at her and 
the ships in company, both from Pointe Saint-Mathieu and from 
the west point of Bertheaume, but without effect. At 6 h. 30 m. 

• Late RevolutioDDAire. 
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P. M. Admiral Cornwallis rejoined the fleet; and, having made 
known his intention to attack the French fleet at its anchorage 
early the next morning, anchored at 7 P. M. for the night, a short 
distance to the southward of the outer Black Rock; which 
then bore from the Ville-de-Paris north half-east, St.-Mathieu's 
lighthouse east-north-east, and the Bee du Raz south half. 
east. 

On the 22d, at 4 h. 30 m. A. M., the British fleet weighed, 
and, with the weather hazy and the wind still at north by east, 
stood in on the larboard tack for Camaret bay, in close order of 
battle; the Ville-de-Paris leading, and next to her the 80-gun 
ship Cresar, Captain Sir Richard John Strachan, and 74-gun 
ship Montagu, Captain Robert Wailer Otway. At 6 h. 30 m. 
A. M., the Porquelle rock being close ahead, the ships of the 
fleet tacked in succession. On the haze clearing away a little, 
the French fleet was seen at anchor; but at 8 A.. M. the ships of 
the latter began getting under way. In 20 minutes afterwards 
the British ships tacked in succession, and again stood in under 
easy sail. At 9 A.. M. the Indefatigable, being ahead, stood. 
towards the French SO-gun ship Alexandre, Rear-admiral Wil
laumez, who was leading the French fleet, then standing out in 
line of battle. At 9 h. 30 m. the Alexandre fired a broadside at 
the Indefatigable, but without effect, and was answered by the 
latter's maindeck guns, the distance being too great for the car
ronades. On this the Indefatigable tacked, and the Ville-de
Paris and ships in her train made sail towards the French fleet; 
but the latter presently tacked for the harbour's mouth, as if to 
avoid an engagement. At 10 h. 45 m. A. M. the Cresar and 
Montagu hauled out of the line to attack the Alexandre, who, 
with the Foudroyant and Impetueux, formed the rear of the 
French line. This, at about 11 A.. M., brought on a fire from the 
batteries, which the Ville-de-Paris, Cresar, and Montagu re
turned, the three rearmost French ships already named, and the 
Valeureuse and Volontaire frigates also taking part in it. At 
11 h. 30 m., the west point of Bertheaume bearing north half
east distant one mile and a half, the British fleet wore and stood 
out in order of battle, the batteries keeping up, until a quarter 
past noon, a constant fire of shot and shells. 

The damage done to the British van, principally by the bat
teries, proved how well the latter were calculated to protect the 
French fleet at its new anchorage. On board the Ville-de-Paris 
one shell struck the spare anchor, and burst into innumerable 
pieces, which flew in all directions. A piece, weighing about a 
pound and a half, struck Admiral CornwalIis on the breast, but, 
being entirely spent, did not hurt him. A second piece struck 
and slightly wounded olle of the midshipmen. No other person, 
it is believed, was hurt; but the ship had her hull struck in 
several places, and her rigging and sails a great deal cut. The 
Cresar and Montagu both suffered in their rigging and sails; the 
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former, indeed, owing to the close position she took, lost three 
men killed and six wounded. The Montagu had the heel of her 
fore topmast shot away, but does not appear to have sustained 
any loss in men. Of the French ships, the whole of which bl 
2 P. K. had reanchored, the Alexandre, who was the ClBSar s 
principal opponent, is rearesented to have had her mizen top
mast shot away, and, with two or three of the other ships, to 
have sustained some damage in rigging and sails. With respect 
to loss, the French accounts give it in the gross, merely stating, 
that about 20 men were placed hors de combat by the fire of tho 
British ships. , 

Admitting that this was an affair in which the French advanced 
squadron alone had retired from the fire of the British, still the 
two Beets were wholly in sight of each other, and M. Ganteaume 
had but to stand from under the protection of his batteries to 
bring on a general action. ConSidering that he had 21 sail of 
the line to oppose to 17, we cannot suppose that the French 
admiral would have declined a battle, had he, from the nature of 
his orders, beell permitted to engage. To know that he was so 
restrained, and yet be compelled to keep his orders secret, must, 
to a brave officer like Vice-admiral Ganteaume, have been a sorry 
compensation for the public obloquy of the transaction, glossed 
over even as it was, by imperial command, in the columns of the 
Moniteur. 

On every succeeding day, from"the 23d to the 30th of August, 
SOme of the French ships got under way and manceuvred about, 
hut the Brest 6eet made no serious attempt to put to sea. 
Matters remained in this inactive state until the 13th of De
cember; when, taking advantage of a brisk gale from the north~ 
east and the absence of the blockading 6eet, which had retired 
into port to victual and refit, a division of the French 6eet, con
sisting of 11 sail of the line, four frigates, and a corvette, quitted 
the anchorage outside the goulet, and put to .ea. A succession 
of gales of wind, during the few days that remained of the year, 
prevented Admiral Cornwallis from regaining his station off 
Ushant, and concealed from his knowledge any positive in
formation of the sailing of so large a division of the Brest 
fleet. 

As we have done on other occasions, so we shall here, give 
some account of the different actions of the year fought between 
the British cruisers stationed off the French coast and the 
invasion-flotilla. In the course of the spring the corps of Marshal 
Davoust, encamped in the neighbourhood of Ostende, proceeded 
to join the grand invading army, of which it formed the right 
wing. This occasioned a corresponding movement in the Gallo
Batavian flotilla; and accordingly the port of Ambleteuse was 
fixed upon as the point of rend~zv~us for the different divisions 
stationed at Ostende, Dunkerque, and Calais. Admiral Ver
HueH, whom, in the preceding spring, we left at Ostende, whither 
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he had been driven br the squadron of Sir Sidney Smith,. 
succeeded, at length, m reaching Dunkerque; where a great 
portion of the Gallo-Batavian flotilla had now assembled, and 
lay watching an opportunity to get to the westward, by departing~ 
a division at a time, as the readiest mode to avoid disco.,ery and. 
molestation. 

On the 23d of April, at 9 P. K., favoured by the darkoess 
and a fresh wind from north-east, the first division, consisting of 
33 gun-vessels and 19 transports, laden with stores from the 
camp at Ostende, weighed from. Dunkerque road. The division 
passed Gravelines and Calais undiscovered; when, just befOJe 
daybreak on the 24th, the wind shifted to south-east, and then 
to south-south~t. Having a change of tide also against 
them, the vessels were thrown into disorder. The greater part 
of them now steered for an anchorage between the capes Blanez 
and Grinez, while eight schuyts, which had kept too long on the 
larboard tack, found themselves seven or eight miles from the 
shore. In this state the division was gained s!ght of by a 
British squadron, consisting of the 3S-gun frigate Leda, Captain 
Robert Honyman, sloops Harpy and Railleur, Captains Edmund. 
Heywood and Valentine Collard, bomb-vessel Fnry, Captain 
John Yelland, and eight gun-brigs, the whole, except two of the 
~r Iwhich were sailing guard off Ambleteuse, at anchor off 
Boulogne. 

The two gun-brigs off Ambleteuse, whieh were thE Gallant 
and Watchful, Lieutenants Thomas Shirly and James Marshall, 
immediately chased north-east by signal, and the remainder of 
the squadron weighed and stood in the same direction. At 8 
A. K. the above two gun-brigs closed with the eight armed. 
schuyts, and a smart cannonade commenced between the latter, 
aided by the heavy batteries on shore, and the brigs. In a few 
minutes four large shot from the batteries struck the Gallant 
between wind and water, and compelled her to haul on the star
board tack in order to stop the leaks, which were gaining fast. 
One schuyt struck to the Watchful. The Railleur,and the gun
brigs Locust and Starling, Lieutenants John Lake and Charles 
Napier, coming up, comrelled six others, before-IO A.. 11., alao 
to surrender, but not unti after a spirited resistance on the part 
of the schuyts. 

Early on the morning of the 25th two other schuyts, which 
had drifted off the land, were captured by the Archer gun-brig, 
Lieutenant William Price, whose one seaman wounded was an 
the loss sustained by the British. The eight Gallo-Batavian 
schuyts averaged about 75 tons, mounted three guns e~h~ 
chiefly long 24-pounders, and carried, altogether, 142 sailors 
and soldiers. The remainder of the division, assisted by several 
armed launches, containing grapnels and hawsers, sent out from. 

-Seep." 
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Boulogne by Rear..admiral Lacl'088e (since the death of Admiral 
Brnix, on tbe 19th of March, the . commander-in-chief of the 
French flotilla), succeeded, after a while, in reaching Ambleteule, 
the poTt of ita destination. 

On the 10th of June, at 7 A. M., a divisiou of the FreneR 
tJotilla, consistin~ of the two "corvettes--canonni~res" Foudre, 
Capitaine de 'V8tssean Jacquel-Felix-Emmauuel Hemelin, and 
A udacienee, Lieutenant Dominique Roqnebert, each mounting 
10 guns (four or six long IS-pounders, the remainder brus 36-
pounder carr~ades, with upwards of 80 meu), four gun-vessels, 
of three long 24-pounders, and an S-in.ch mortar each, three 
others of one 24-pounder and a field-piece each, eight others, of 
two 4 or 6 pouuders, and 14 transports, in all 31 vessels, sailed 
from the port of Havre bound to Fecamp. By the time they 
bad got. ~breast of Bmnevel, the Fre~ch Teeee~ were chased ~Y 
the Brltish 12-pounder 36-gun fngate Chdfonne, Captaili 
Charles Adam, who, with the ship-sloop Falcon, Captain Georgo 
Sanders, ~un-brig Clinker, Lieutenant Nisbet Glen. and the 
Frances hared armed eutter, was cruising off the coast. 

At 9 h. 30 m. A. M. the CbifFonne, then in 10 fathoms' water, 
considerably ahead of her companions, and close in with the 
Botilla, opened her fire upon the van, where the Foudre had 
stationed herself; but, in a quarter of an hour, sbooling her water, 
the frigate was compelled to haul further off. At 10 h. 30 m. A .... 
the frigate, followed by the sloop and gun-brig, recommenced 
firing. Shortly afterwards one of the French brigs caugbt fire, 
but succeeded in extinguishing it, and some of the other vessel. 
r.an on shore., Towards noon the Chiffonne, who had bore the 
brunt of this attack, again hauled out into deeper water. 
Shortly afterwards the van of the French flotilla ran close under 
the batteries of Cap-de-Caiset, until joined by the rearmost 
vessels, when they again bore up to proceed on their course. At 
1 h. 30 m. P. Mo tbe three British vessels again stood in, and at 
2 P. Mo recommenced firing. The Falcon presently became 
closely engaged with the two stemm08t of the French brigs, 
one of which was the Audadeuse. As the British passed along 
the coast, the forts kept firing shells and sbots at them without 
the smallest intermission: notwithstanding which the ChHfonne 
and Falcon continued the engagement, and at 3 h. 15 m. P.I[. 
ahot away a brig's fore topmast and then her mainmast. The 
Falcon and Clinker, not sailing by any means equal to the 
frigate, gradually dropped astern, and the flotilla shelterecl 
themselves completely under Feeamp batteries; but the latt« 
did not until 4 h. 30 m. P. H. cease firing at the Chiffonne. 

Several shot struck. the Chitronne in the hull, one of which 
entered between wind and water; and her rigging was also much 
eut. Her loss amounted to two men killed and three wounded. 
The Falcon suffered in rigging and sails, and had four men 
wou.nded; the Clinker, one marine killed and one seaman 

x2 
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wounded by the same shot. The French admit a loss of three 
men killed and 12 wounded, including among the latter the 
commander of one of the gun-brigs. 

On the 15th of July the British gun-brigs Plumpt!r, Lieutenant 
James Henry Garrety, and Teazer, Lieutenant George Lewis 
Ker, while cruising off the port of Granville, on the coast of 
France, found themselves becalmed, and likely to be carried into 
danger b, the strength of the tide. They therefore anchored 
near the lsland of Chausey, but, owing to the exi"ency of the 
moment, at too grellt a distance apart to benefit by any mutual 
support, in the event of being attacked before a breeze sprang 
up. The critical situation of these brigs being plainly seen from 
Granville, which was not four leagues distant, Capitaine de 
vaisseau Louis-Lean Jacob, commanding the several divisions of 
the flotilla that were assembled between Saint-Malo and Cher
bourg, resolved to send some gun-vessels to attempt the capture 
of the British vessels. 

Accordingly, on that same evening, as 800n as it grew dark, 
seven of the largest class of French ~un-vessels, armed each 
with three long 24-pounders, and an 8-mch howitzer, and amply 
supplied with men and musketry, swept out of the port, under 
the command of Capitaine de fregate Joseph Collet. On the 
16th, at 2 h. 30 m., they arrived within long range of the nearest 
brig, the Plumper, and opened a fire upon her from their heavy 
long guns; taking such a safe position, as they advanced, that 
the brig's IS-pounder carronades could only at intervals be 
brought to bear upon them. In the course of half an hour 
.Lieutenant Garrety, who, from the first, had conducted himself 
in the bravest manner, had his arm shot away; but he continued, 
for some time, to animate his men in repulsing the enemy. At 
length, at the end of an hou}"s cannonade, from which she had 
greatly suffered in hull and crew, the Plumper surrendered. 

Having shifted their prisoners and manned the prize, the 
French rested at an anchor, until the tide turned again in their 
favour at 6 A. M.; when, accompanied by the Plumper, they 
weighed, and stood for her late COllSort. At 8 h. 45m."'A. M. the· 
seven French gun-vessels and their prize commenced firing ·at' 
the Teazer; who, at 9 A. M., cut her cable, and, setting all sail, 
tried to escape. But, the calm continuing, the brig made little 
or no progress; and her opponents soon surrounded and cap
tured her. The British loss on this occasion has been noticed 
nowhere but in the French accounts. By these it appears that 
the two brigs had, including Lieutenant Garrety, 17 men badly 
wounded, the greater part on board the Plumper; but, with 
respect to the killed, which probably amounted to four or five, 
no intelligence was obtained. The loss on board the French 
~un-vessels appears to have amounted to five men "wounded.· 
mcluding Captain Collet; who, on the afternoon of the day on 
which he bad captared them, entered Granville with bis two 
prizes. 
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The time approaching for concentrating near Boulogne the 
invading flotilla and the army it was to transport, Admiral Ver
UueU, about the middle of May, became impatient to quit Dun
kerque with the division of gun-vessels that lay at ancnor in the 
road and harbour. The majority of these he had himself, in the 
latter part of April, conducted from Ostende,· and the re
mainder had since arrived, by three or four at a time, as oppor
tunity offered. The right wing of the army, then encamped 
between Ostende and Dunkerque, prepared to march; and 
Marshal Davoust who commanded it, Jlreferring a water-passage, 
embarked with Admiral Ver-Huell. Unfavourable winds pre
vented the latter from weighing; nor did a change take flace 
until towards the middle of July: in the interim the marsha had 
disembarked, and, with his corps, had marched for Ambleteuse. 
On the 17th of the month, at 6 P. M., a light north-east wind 
enabled the Dutch admiral to put to sea (if keeping close along 
.hol'e can be called so) with the four prames, Ville-d' Aix, Ville
d' Anvers, Ville-de-Geneve, and Ville-de-Mayence, and 32 first
class gun-vessels; the latter under the command of two captains 
of the Batavian navy, the former of the French capitaine de 
fregate Bernard-Isidore Lambour. The admiral with great 
judgment, formed his division·into two lines, in such a manner 
that all tbe vessels could fire together with ease: two of the 
prames were placed in the centre of the outer line, where the 
admiral himself commanded, and the other two at the extremi
ties, which were the stations assigned to the two Dutch captains. 
Several other gun-vessels were at Dunkerque, but they, being 
of a smaller class, had retired into the harbour to escape the 
fury of the north-west gales. Directions had been left by 
Admiral Ver-Huell for these gun-vessels to follow, in two 
divisions, as soon as an engagement should be seen to take 
place between his division and the enemy. 

Owing to the numerous banks and shoals off Ostende and 
Dunkerque, the British squadron in the vicinity, consisting of 
the 20-glln ship Ariadne, Captain the Honourable Edward 
King, three or four ship-sloops and bombs, and about as many 
gun-brigs, was at anchor off Gravelines. Ships loom large in 
thick. weather. It must have been owing to this, that the 
French mistook the Ariadne,a ship Ilot above a third larger 
than either of the French prames, for" un vaisseau rase," and 
her companions (increased in number as well as size) for" deux 
£regates, trois co"ettes a trois mats, et neufbricks."t At 6h. 
30 m. P. M. the Ariadne and squadron discovered the flotilla, 
then just under way; but the lightness of the wind and the 
slow sailing of the pramesso retarded its progress, that its 
course was not clearly ascertained until 7 h. 15 m. P.II.; when, 

• See p. 806. t Victoires et Conqu~tea, tome xvi., p. 76 • 
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instantly, the British cut their cables and made sail, to meet the 
Dutch admiral. At 9 h. 15 m. P. M. the Ariadne and one or two 
of her nearest companions opened their fire upon the flotilla; 
and, notwithstanding the shallowness of the water, the obscurity 
of the night, and the incessant cannonade maintained, both by 
the prames and gun-vessels, and by the heavy batteries on the 
<:OaSt, the Ariadne and her consorts succeeded in driving three 
or four gun-vessels on shore, and in cutting away the mainmast 
and damaging the rigging of the Ville-de-Geneve, the rearmost 
prame. Witb, however, such powerful support from the shore, 
and the aid of the long 24-pounders mounted by the prames, 
the bulk of the 60tilla, at 11 h. 30 m. P. M., came to anchor in 
the road of Calais. The only British ship that appears to have 
sustained any injury was the Ariadne herself: she had one 
.ergeant of marines mortally, one lieutenant of marines danger
ously, and two seamen slightly wounded, and her rigging and 
aails a good deal cut. Some loss must undoubtedly have been 
incurred on the part of the flotilla, especially on board the 
Ville-de-Geneve and stranded gun-vessels, but none has been 
recorded. . 

The noise of the firing had caused a great bustle among the 
shipping \n the Downs; and, soon after midnight, the 5O-gun 
ship Trusty, Captain George Argles, 28-gun frigate V es~ 
Captain Stephen Thomas Digby, and three Ship-sloops, weighed 
and stood across towards Calais. On the 18th, at 4 A. M., the 
Vestal, outsailing the others, joined the Ariadne and squadron; 
and in half an hour afterwards the British recommenced the 
action with the Dutch flotilla and the batteries in front of Calais. 
After a two J-lours' cannonade! in which the nines of the Vestal 
stood a very poor chance agalllst the 36s and 24s of the forts 
and gun-vessels, the frigate, with a corporal of marines mortally 
wounded, made the signal to discontinue the action; and, with 
her companions, bore away to the westward, where a spirited 
:firing had just commenced, and whither the Trusty and sloops 
had already proceeded. 

Will it be believed that the following passage refers to the 
Vestal and squadron 1 " 11 Y fut attaque le matin, avec aum 
peu d'eWet que la veille, par dix-neuf batimens, dont deux vais
seaux de ligne, onze fregates, et six bricks.". So also it stands, 
merely substituting" cinq fregates, six grandes corvettes," for 
4' oDZe fregates," in another French hiStorical work.t These 
~d other similar statements were no doubt originally framed to 
exalt the 60tilla in the opinion of the country, or to serve some 
such temporary purpose. How careful, then, ought the his
iorian to be in compIling his materials; otherwise, he unknow-

• Precis des Ev~emens, tome xii., p. 44. 
t .Victoires et Conquetes, tome_xvi., p.77. 
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ingly assists in propagating a falsehood, DOt merely by the 
publicity ofhis work, but by the sanction of his name. 

Informed of the approach of the Gallo-Batavian flotilla and 
of the attack made upon it, Admiral Lac~sse, on the 18th, at 
4 A. M., ordered several divisions of gun-vessels to get under way 
from the road ofBoulogne, in order, by feigning an attack upoa 
the British vessels at their anchorage, to operate a diversion in 
favour of Admiral Ver-Huell. The Immortalite, still command .. 
by Captain Owen,. accompanied by the 12-pounder 32-gun 
frigate Hebe, Captain Maeajah Malbon, 20-gun ship AJab, 
Captain Keith Maxwell, and the remainder of the detached 
squadron, immediately weighed from their station off the port, 
and stood to meet the flotilla, many of the brigs of which had 
worked up abreast of Vimereux. By the time the Immortalite 
and the leading ships had got within gun-sbot, 49 brigs and 64 
loggers were under way, and immediately the batteries and the 
horse-artillery along the shore opened a fire upon the British 
vessels; but these reserved their fire until they could bestow it 
with more effect. At 4 h. 30 ID. A. M., having got within half a 
mile north-west of Vimereux, the Immortalite, Hebe, Arab, and 
a few other of the British vessels, commenced firing upon the 
Dearest French brigs; which latter, in a few minutes, reanchored 

. in great confusion, close under the batteries. Without haflng 
incurred any loss, and no greater damage than a 9-pounder gun 
disabled on board the Arab, the British squadron shortly afte ... 
wards reanehored also, about five miles to the north-westward 
of Boulogne, Captain Owen havintr previously sent one or two 
gun-brigs to look out off Cape Gnn6Z. • 

By way of ensuring to Admiral Ver-Huell a safe passage 
during tbe remainder of his short but somewhat hazardOlJ8 
voyage, Marshal Davoust, who had long been waiting for him 
at Calais, had strengthened with men and ammunition all the 
'batteries on the coast between Calais and Ambleteuse; one of 
which only, that on the promontory of Cape Grinez, mounted 
1)5 pieces of heavy cannon, besides six immense mortars, placed 
CID a high platform, and where, from its importance as a point 
of attack, the general of artillery, Lariboissiere, commanded in 
person. This was not all. General Sorbier, commandant of 
artillery, bad been ordered with a strong division of flying artil
lery and long-range bowitzers, "des obusiers So longue-portee/I 

to follow the flotilla along the coast, and aft'ord to Admiral Ver
Ruell the same protection as formerly, when Captain Haneock 
with the Cruiser and Rattler gave so much annoyance to the 
latter in his voyage from Flushing to Dankerque. t 

On the 18th at 3 P. M., Admiral Ver-Hue11, accom~ in his 
schooner by Marsbal Davoust, weighed from the road of Calais; 
ad, with his three remaining prames,. and 21 out of his origiDal 

• Seep.iIt. tSeep~" 
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32 gun-vessels (a tolerable proof how many had been damaged 
or destroyed), steered straight for Cape Blanez; off which, at 
some distance, lay the Trusty, Vestal, Ariadne, and about a 
dozen sloops and other vessels, of a class the best adapted for 
these shallow waters. At 4 p. x. the gun and mortar batteries 
on Cape Blanez opened a tremendous fire upon the British 1 who 
immediately returned it, but to a great disadvantage, the Trusty 
having, besides losing the use of her main stay, received a large 
shot in her slop-room, which caused a great quantity of water to 
rush in, and obliged her to haul off and heave to, to try to stop 
the leak. Meanwhile" the flotilla proceeded, without much 
further annoyance, until oft'Wissant; where, the shore offering 
less resistance, the cannonade recommenced on the part of the 
British vessels, among which, by this time, were the Immorta
lite and a part of the detached squadron from off Boulogne. 
Such was the ardour displayed by the Arab to close with the 
fiotilla, that she found herself within musket-shot of the shore, 
in two fathoms' water. The brig-sloop Calypso, Captain Mat
thew Fotster, La Fleche, Captain Thomas White, and two or 
three of the gun-brigs, strove to emulate the Arab, and, by their 
united exertions, drove on shore, before 7 P.x., six of the gun
vessels. The bank oft' Cape Orinez, and the shot and shells 
from the right face of its powerful battery, soon compelled the 
Arab, Calypso, La Fleche, and gun-vessels to haul oft' from the 
shore. The Calypso had her captain wounded; and the Arab 
had her main topgallantyard shot away, her rigging much cut, 
and the head of her mainmast splintered and a part of the top 
and crosstrees carried away by a shell. This ship also received 
several shot in the hull; one of which, 0)" the fragment of a shell, 
set fire to her on the poop, but the flames were fortunately extin
guished. By some of the other shot that fell on board of her, 
the ehip had seven men wounded, two of them dangerously. 
The Fleche was the closest in shore owing to her light draft of 
water, so much so indeed as to render it necessary for the French 
at Blanez to depress their guns; one shot took off the top of a 
man's hat, shattered a boat under the booms, and went through. 
the water way on tbe off side. The Fleche had five mea 
"severely wounded and her running rigging much injured. The 
Arab and Calypso rendered themselves conspicuous objects from 
the shore, as appears by the following passage in one of the 
French accounts: "Une fregate et un brick, serrant la terre, 
.'engagerent de tres-pres."· 

The Immortalite, followed by the Hebe, had, since 5 P. x., lay 
to between the end of the Banc a laine and Cape Orinez; and 
even, when the former found herself in a quarter less four 
(scarcely half a fathom more water than she drew), her distance 
from the flotilla was too great to do execution. The two frigatel 

• Pr6cis del E~nemeDS. tome xii., p. 45. 
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thereupon hauled off and threw all aback, to wait for the prames; 
who were ahead of the French gun-vessels, and with the latter, 
warmly engaged, asjust related by the Arab, Calypso, and gun
brigs. SOOn after 6 P. M. the Immortalite and Hebe, being 
within about half a mile of the shore, and a quarter of a mile of 
the pfames, opened a brisk fire upon the latter; which they and 
the oatteries returned with equal spirit, and, as might be ex
pected, with decidedly more effect. Two schooners, however, 
were driven on shore: soon after which, or at about 7 P. M., the 
prames and the remainder of the gun-vessels ran in and anchored 
under the protection of the batteries between the towers of 
Endreselles and Ambleteuse. At about 7h. 30m. P.M. the 
firing, in which the 12-pounder 36-gun frigate Renommee, 
Captain Sir Thomas Livingstone, baronet, had latterly taken a 
part, wholly ceased; and the Btitish ships hauled off to repair 
their damages. 

The Immortalite had her foremast, main topmast, and spanker
boom shot through, also three of her boats: her rigging and 
sails were much cut; her hull struck in several places, and the 
muzzles of two carronades shot away. Her loss amounted to 
four men killed and 12 wounded, several of them badly. The 
Bebe had her main topmast and main yard wounded, her rigging 
and sails much injured, and one carronade disabled: she also 
received three bad shot through her hull, and had three men 
wounded, one of them mortally. The Renommee escaped com
paratively unhurt. Captain Owen had gained for the Immor
talite a high character along this part of the French coast. "Le 
.Capitaine Owen, commandant la fregate l'Immortalite, fit admirer 
son audace et sa perseverance sous le feu des batteries de la. 
rade."· By exag~erating tenfold the force of the British, and 
by concealing the IDjuries done to the vessels of the flotilla, it 
was declared, apparently with reason, that" l' Amiral Ver~Huen 
s'acquit beaucoup de gloire dans cette joumee.~ or the two 
French works usually quoted in these passages, one is written 
by a military officer. The consequence is, that M. le Comte 
Dumas has taken care not to overlook the assistance afforded to 
Admiral Ver-Huell by the batteries on shore; while his contem
porary, in the" Victoires et Conqu~tes," writes as if every shot 
or shell directed at the British came from the flotilla. The 
esprit de corps has been here of use in aiding the development 
of truth. 

Encouraged by the success of the flotilla. to the eastward, and 
favoured by foggy weather and a fine south-west wind, Captain 
Hamelin, whom we left at Fecamp with his division of gun
vessels, resolved to attempt his passage to Boulogne. Accord .. 
ingly, on the 23d of July, at 5 h. 15 m. A. M., he put to sea with, 
according to the French accounts, the Audacieuse and Foud1'8 

ttPr6:is des Evenemeltll, tolne xii., p. 47. 

Digitized by Google 



314 BRITISH AND FRENCH FLEETS.-CHANNEL. 180& 

brigs, six first-class gun-vessels, brig-rigged, 10 of tbe second 
class (two or three brigs, the remainder luggers), and eight armed 
pinnaces (lu~1'B and schooners), total 26, or rather, according 
to the l~ of the several British ships, 34 sail. 

At thiS time the British 22-gun ship Champion, Captain 
Robert Howe Bromley, gun-brigf! Clinker and Cracker, lieute
nants Nesbit Glen, and William Henry Douglas, and the Franeis 
hired armed cotter, lay at anchor at the distance of little more 
than a league north-north-east from tbe jettees of the harbour. 
The British vessels were soon under way to attack the flotilla; 
and at 7 A. M., the Champion commenced action with the two 
eorvettes, and some of the heaviest of the gun-vessels. The latter 
presently run on shore under the batteries of 8eunevilIe, and the 
remainder of the flotilla hugged the coast so closely, that the 
British vessels, in order to use their carronades with effect, were 
compelled to approach within range of the batteries. The con
sequence was, that they were soon cut up in their bulls, masts, 
and rigging; but in spite of alJ the obstacles they had to contend 
with, the Champion and the two brigs, particularly the Cracker, 
eompelled the French captain, at about 10 h. 30 m. A. M., to shelter 
himself under the batteries of 8t.-Valery en Caux. 

What with the hea!y long guns on board the flotilla, and 
those mounted on the sbore, the British vessels were considerable 
sufferers. The Champion had all three masts, particularly her 
foremast, wounded, her rigging and sails much cut, and several 
)~e shot-holes in her hull, very low down. The Cracker received 
a large shot through her foremast, which left it in a tottering state, 
'and had her shrouds and stays cut to pieces. The Clinker also re
ceiTed some damage and coming out of action, had three feet 
water in the hold. It appears, however, that the Champion was the 
only vessel that sustained any loss: she had two seamen killed, 
her boatswain (severely) and two seamen wounded. The French 
admit that several of their vessels were much damaged, and that 
they lost four men killed and 22 wounded, 11 of them dangerously. 
As soon as it was known that the Champion and her companions 
had stood away towards the Downs to refit, M. Hamelin, leaving 
his wounded men and the most dam~ed of his vessels, set sail 
with the remainder, and reached Boulogne without further 
interruption. . 
, The French, as usnal, when they came to fight this battle over 
again on f.aper, made it redound greatly ~o their advantage. 
They digmfied the Champion and the two gun-brigs by calling 
them, "une fregate et deux corvettes;" and Captain Hamelin 
is rep-resented to bave considered the squadron as "la m~me 
eroislere ennemie qu'il avait d~ja combattue," although the 
latter consisted of two ships aud a brig, and one of those ships 
double the size and force of the Champion. As in most of the 
other accounts, no allusion is made to the land-batteries, or to 
the difficulties that th& Britiah must ha.ye ~perienced in navi-
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gating so near to the shore. It Les cris a l'abordage' a l'abord
age ," says the writer, "retentissaient dans la ligne fran~ise.'~ 
This, if we are to credit the French accounts, is about the hun
dredth time that the same cry has been uttered; and yet the 
French sailors, for some reason or other, have not moved from 
their &wn decks. 

If, by his perseverance in pushing on towards Ambleteuse, 
Admiral Ver-Huell had got his gun-vessels somewhat roughly 
handled by the British, he had brought down upon the latter 
Buch a storm of shot and shells from the French batteries, as 
eompelled them to retire to repair damages, thereby leaving open 
a passage for the remaining divisions of the Gallo-Bataviaa 
:ftotilla at Dunkerque; some of which appear to have reached 
Ambleteuse in the course of the night succeeding the action. 
On the next day, the 20th, an account was taken of the different 
vessels of the flotilla, armed and unarmed, which then lay at the 
!leven ports, Etaples, Boulogne, Vimereux, Ambleteuse, Calais, 
Dunkerque, and Ostende, wIlence the expedition was to depart. 
The number of prames and gun-vessels at Boulogne alone 
amounted to-578, and the number of transports to 526, together 
1104 vessels; and the total of the flotilla amounted to 1339 armed 
and 954 unarmed vessels. making a grand total of 2293. These 
were destined to carry 163,645 men and 9059 horses, including 
among the former 16,783 sailors .• 

The flotilla was separated into six grand divisions. The 6rst 
1Ulder the designation of the left wing, commanded by Rear-
admiral Jean-Fran~ois Courand, aud stationed at the port of 
Etaples, was destined to carry ilie troops from the camp of 
Montreuil, commanded by Marshal Nay; the second and third, 
called the left and right win~s of the centre of the flotilla, under 
the respective commands of Rear-admiral Daniel Savary and 
Capitaine de vaisseau Julien Le Ray, occupied the port of Boa
logne, and were destined to carry the troops from the two camps 
to the right and left of the town, commanded by Marshal Soult; 
the fourth, named the right \ving of the flotilla, commanded b! 
Capitaine de vaisseau Fran~ois-Henri-Eugene Daugier, occupiea 
the port of Vimereux, and was to carry the corps of Marshal 
Lannes, composed of sundry divisions of light infantry, among 
which were those of t.he grenadiers of the advance and ofthe 
reserve. The Gallo-Batavian flotilla, assembled at the port of 
Ambleteuse, under the command of Vice-admiral Ver-Huell, 
formed the fifth grand division of the expedition, and was to 
carry the troops commanded by Marshal Davoust. The sixth 
or reserve division, lying in the port of Calais, under the com
mand of Capitaine de fregate Charles L'Eveque, was destined 
to transport the division of Italian infantry, and several divisions 
of dragoons, mounted and dismounted. . 

-.See AppeDCIix, No. 84. 
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The first four grand divisions only had a regular orF.ization: 
each was separated into two portions, called" escadrIlles j" and 
each of the latter was to embark a division of the army, com
posed of four regiments of the line, and one of light infantry, 
with its cavalry, artillery, and baggage. It would be entering 
too much into detail, to explain all the regulations that contri
buted to perfect the system of this armament: suffice it tbat 
every thing was adopted which ingenuity could devise and 
ability execute, without much regard to the labour or the 
expense • 

.Anxious to have ocular proof of the degree of celerity with 
which the army could be embarked, Napoleon, who arrived at 
Boulogne on the 3d of August, ordered the operation to be 
executed twice in his presence. The result surpassed his belief. 
Although the troops had to march from camps, the extremities 
of which were more than two miles from the point of embark
ation, one hour and a half after the beating of the genera le, men 
and horses, all were on board. 

This, as wen it might, excited the admiration of the generals 
and other officers present, and all were elated at the prospect it 
beld out j all, save the prime mover himself, and he, although be 
did not appear so, was filled with l"egret. His Beets were not 
in the Channel, and without them, he knew full well, that his 
plan could not succeed. Could he, by any means, have drawn 
away England's ships from England's coast, he considered 
England's fate as depending upon his nod. "Je ne sais pas, en 
v~rite," says the French emperor, in one of his letters, of date 
June 9 in this year, to his mlOister of marine, "queUe espece de 
precaution elle peut prendre pour la mettre a l'abri de la terrible 
chance qu'elle court. Une nation est bien folIe, lorsqu'elle n'a 
point de fortifications, point d'al"mee de terre, de se mettre dans 
le cas de voir arriver dans son sein une armee de cent mille 
bommes d'elite et aguerris. Voila le chef-d'reuvre de la flot
tille; elIe coute de l'argent, mais il ne faut etre maitre de la mer 
que six heures pour que l' AlIgleterre cesse d'exister.''' 

Even admittmg tbat the Channel, Mediterranean, and North 
Sea Beets of England were away, were no other ships to check 
the course of the flotilla 1 Let but a breeze have blown from any 
point of the' compass, and innumerable frigates, heavy frigates 
too, sloops, bombs, gun-brigs, and cutters, would soon have beell 
on the spot. No shoals or shore-batteries would then have 
interposed to prevent the guns of the British from producing 
their full effect. The more numerous the French troops, the 
greater would have been tbe slaughter amongst them, the greater 
the difficulty for the sailors to manreuvre the vessels. Confusioll 
'would have ensued; and the destruction or Bight of a part of 
the 110tilla would, in the end, have compromised the safety of 

• Pr&:is .Ilea Evenemens, tome xi., p. 270. 
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the remainder. Every hour's delay would have brought fresh 
British vessels to assist in the general overthrow. Admitting, 
however. that a considerable portion~of the Botilla overcame all 
these obstacles, and approached the British shore, was there 
nothing further to dread? Were there really, as Napoleon fan
cied, "no fortifications, no army"? The invaders would have 
made the discovery. to their cost, the momebt they am ved within 
shell and shot range. As they advanced nearer they would have 
found the beach already occupied by the van of an army com
posed of soldiers, who, if they had not fought at "LOOi, at 
Zurich, at Heliopolis, at Hohenlinden, and at Marengo," were 
then fighting in England. 

But, in the event of a calm, would he not succeed? was a 
question frequently asked, as well by those who wished, as those 
who dreaded, the invasion. Calms in the British Channel are 
very uncertain: ther, seldom continue more than 12 hours, and 
even then may prev8.JI at one part of the coast and not at another. 
Admitting that a calm existed at Boulogne and the adjacent ports, 
some time would elapse ere, under the most favourable circum
stances, the Botilla could make a start. It has done so, and the oars 
begin to move: by this time, a boat from every British ship that 
'Witnessed the preparation is half across the Channel with the in .. 
telligence, and the vessel herself, if less than a frigate, is sweeping 
with all her strength in the same direction. A Beet of 1200 or 1300 
vessels must be rather awkward to manage; particularly, when 
assembled together for the first time, and possessed, as these 
variously-constructed gun-vessels necessarily were, of different 
powers of progression. A~ainst the prames sad complaints were 
raised ; and yet, as there were 17 of these vessels, armed each 
with 12 long 24-pounders, and carrying altogether about 2000 
men and 840 horses, they must be waited for. All this would 
create confusion. Cross tides and partial currents would increase 
it. Signals would be necessary: they would, it is more than 
probable, amidst the many repeaters required to transmit them, 
be misunderstood. A part of the Beet stops, or pulls in a dif
ferent direction. Delay ensues. Presently up spnngs a breeze; 
and which, in all li.kelihood, blows either up or down, and not 
across the Channel. In this case the weather wing of the flotilla 
begins first to spread its sailA, and, without great care, presses 
upon the centre; and that, in its turn, upon the lee win~. Mean
while the breeze has not travelled without company, as IS evident 
from the number of white patches that now skirt the windward 
horizon, swelling and gathering at every moment. Of the ope-
rations likely to follow, a slight sketch has already been given. 
. But, in truth, 110 attempt would have been made by the flotilla 
to cross over, even were the Channel clear of British Beets, and 
a calm, even a two days' calm, to prevail; none whatever, unless 
a powerful French Beet layoff Boulogne, ready to afford .its 
protection. In a note dictated by him at bis return from Boo-
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logne, on the lstof September, the French emperor thus unfolds 
his plan: "Je voulais reunir," says he," quarante on cinquante 
vaisseaux de guerre dans le port de la Martinique, par des ope.. 
rations combinees de Toulon, de Cadix, de Ferrol et de Brest; 
les faire revenir tout d'un coup sur Boulogne; me trouver pen
dant quinze jours maitre de la mer; avoir cent cinquante mille 
hommes et dill: mille chevaux campes sur cette cote; trois 011 

quatre mille Mtimens de ftottille, et aussitot le signal de l'arrivee 
de mon escadre, debarquer en Angleterre, m'emparer de Londres 
et de la Tamise.· The construction of the heavy prames, and 
the arming of the flotilla generally, were intended for no other 
purpose than to deceive the British into a belief, that Napoleon 
aid not contemplate the assistance of his fleet, and that, there
fore, the object of sending N. Villeneuve to the West Indies had. 
really in VieW an attack upon some of' the British colonies: 
hence, the use of the few troops embarked, especially whell 
rumour bad multiplied them fivefold, as N apolt~on knew would 
be the case. His own words prove that, in arming the flotillil 
with cannon, he was only ]?ractising a nue de guerre UpOIl 
England. "Si cinquante V8lsseauX de ligne," says he, in the 
aame important document Just quoted, " devaient venir proteger 
le passage de l'armee en Angleterre, il n'y avait besoin d'avoir a. 
Bouloe:ne que des batimens de transport; et ce luxe de prames" 
de clulJ.oupes canonnieres, de bateaux I.>lats, de peniches, etc.; 
tous batimens armes, etait parfaitement mutile. Si j'euase ainsi 
reuni quatre mille b8.timens de transport,nul doute que l'ennemi 
n'eut vu que j'attendais la presence de mon escadre pour tenter 
le passage; mais, en construisant des prames et des bateaux 
eanonniers, en armant tous ces batimens, c'etaient des canons 
opposes a. des canons; des batimens de ~uerre opposes a. des 
batimens de guerre, et l'ennemi a ete dupe. II a cru 9.ue je me 
proposais de passer de vive force par la seule force militaire de 
la flottille. L'idlie de mon veritable projet ne lui est point venue; 
et lorsque les mouvemens de mes escadres ayant manque, il s'est 
aper~u du danger qu'il avait couru, l'efi'roi a ete dans les conseils 
de Lond~s, et tous les gem senses ont avoue que jamaisl'Angle
terre n'avait ete si pres de sa perte."t 

The French emperor had, therefore, some reason to be sorrow
ful, when he beheld 80 disciplined, so zealous, and so numerous 
an army, without the means of safe transport to the goal of hilt 
wishes. In his letter to M. Decree of June 9 (see p. 316), Na
poleon appeared sanguine that he should succeed with 100,000 
men; in his note upon the flotilla, written in September and 
already twice quoted, he states 150,000 as the number which 
be had assembled for the purpose; and, according to his confes
sions of much later days, he did not intend to carry oveI: fewer 

• Precis des Ev~nemens, tome xii., p. 815. 
t Ibid., tome xii., p. 316. 
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than 200,000 men." It is remarkable, too, that an iilcrea8e ill 
the time, during which the Channel was required to be clear of 
British ships, accompanies each increase of the army that was to 
conquer the country. Thus: the letter says, "six days," the 
DOte, "fifteen days," and O'Meara, t "two months." It is 
doubtful, however, if, at the time that the expedition (all except 
the fleet which was to coyer it) was declared to be ready, there 
were as many even 88 140,000 fighting men in a situation to. 
embark. 

Being in the constant habit of perusing, by the aid of inter
preters, the oontents of the London newspapers, N apoleoa. 
must have seen, with a feeling of bitter disappointment, the 
formidable preparations that were making to resist his anny 
on its landing: those to obstruct the passage of the flotilla, 
he cared less about, having, 88 already has appeared, no m.. 
tention to make the attempt unless his fleets were in the tem
porary possession of the Channel. Buonaparte was not the 
first foreigner, who had reckoned too much upon the grumbling 
character of the English: he did Dot consider that, althougll 
discontented with their government, they were extremely jealous 
of foreigners. He ouglit to have known that, in such a case, a 
third party would experience much the same treatment, as pro. 
verbially follows a similar interference in domestic disagreements: 
the hitherto mutually opposed parties unite, heart and hand, to 
expel the intruder. The treatment which, at a subsequent 
period of his life, N apoloon experienced from the English popu
lace, tended, owing to a misconception on his part, to strengthen 
the opinion be had originally formed of the "canaille" to aid 
him in conquering their country. There, again, he mistook the 
character of the people. It was not love for his person, which 
collected the crowds that. flocked from far and near to gain a 
sight of him: it was curiosity, endemial curiosity, to behold & 

man who had compelled most monarchs but their own to succumb 
to him; who had goyemed, if not conquered, all Europe, save the 
little insulated spot in whose power he then was. If they forbore 
to upbraid or taunt him, it was because he was their prisoner: if 
they treated him with respect, and even with kindness, it was 
because they felt some degree of awe in the presence of one who 
had been so mighty a potentate, and commiserated his fallea. 
greatness. 

Intelligence of the baUle between Sir Robert CaIder and M. 
Villeneuve reached the French emperor at Boulogne, between 
the 3d and 9th of August, probably about the 8th; and on the 
1 I th he became acquainted with the arrival of the combined 
fleet at FerroI. Buonaparte·s rage was most violent, but it '"Ill 
of short duration. This extraordinary man soon carved out work 
for his army. The intelligent author of a French work now well 

• O'Meara's Napoleon in Exile, voL i .. p. 849. t Ibid., yol. u.. P. 818. 
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known in England has exhibited, in a single act of Napoloon's, 
arising ont of the circumstances above stated, a most extra
ordinary instance of his transcendent genius. "At the time I 
was wnting this passage" (one in which M. Dupin has given it 
as his opinion that, before any thing could be effected against 
England, the combined fleet must be in possession of the Chan
nel), "I was unacquainted with a very remarkable fact, which 
dese"es a place in history. I am indebted for the knowledge 
of it to the Count Daru, whose able History of Venice we have 
already cited. In 1805 M. Darn was at Boulogne, the intendant 
general of the army. One morning the emperor sent for him into 
Ilis closet. Daru found him transported with rage, striding up 
and down his apartment, and only breaking a sullen silence by 
the abrupt and sudden exclamationtl--" What a navy I-what an 
admiral !-what sacrifices lost I-my hopes are frustrated I-this 
ViIleneuve ! Instead of being in the Channel he has put into 
Ferrol !-I see it clearl},' ! he Will be blockaded,-Daru, sit down 
there, listen and write.' The emperor had, early that morning, 
received advices of the arrival of Villeneuve in a port of Spain; 
he saw at once that the conquest of England had miscarried; 
that the immense expense of the fleet and the flotilla was lost 
for a long time, perhaps for ever! Then, in the violence of a 
rage which would scarcely suffer another man to retain his 
senses, he adopted one of the boldest resolutions, traced one of 
the most admIrable 1.lans of a campaign, that any conqueror 
could have conceive, even when at leisure and perfectly com
posed. Without hesitating, without stopping, he dictated the 
whole plan of the campaign of Austerlitz, the departure of the 
different corps of the army, as well from Hanover and Holland, 
as from the western and southern boundaries of FI'ance. The 
order of the routes, their duration, the points of convergence and 
reunion of the columns; the attacks by surprise and by open 
force, the various movements oC the enemy, the whole is provided 
for: victory is assured in everyone of the hypotheses. Such was 
the accuracy of this plan, and the immense foresight it displayed, 
that upon a line of march of 200 leagues, lines of operations of 
300 leagues in length were conducted according to the original 
design, day by day, and league by league, all the way to Munich. 
Beyond that capital the time alone underwent some alteration; 
but the points were reached, and the ensemble of the plan 
crowned with success. Such, then, was the military talent of 
this man, not less terrible to his enemies bv the mightiness of 
his genius, than to his countrymen by the severity of his des
potism."· The truth of this anecdote· is corroborated by the 
apthor of the Precis des Evenemens, who states, that he himself 
also heard it related by the Comte Daru.t 

• For the original passage, see Appendix, No.35. 
t P~is des Evenem~ tome ltii.. p. 118, 

Digitized by Google 



1805. INVASION-FLOTILLA. 321 

On the 31st of August Buonaparte became apprized of the 
departure of the combined fleet from Ferrol and Corunna, as he 
hoped, for Brest. This reanimated, in some degree, the hopes of 
the emperor; and on the 22d Marshal Berthier, the minister of 
marine, by Napoleon's directions, writes thus to General Mar
mont, the commander-in-chief of the army of Holland: "Je vous 
previens, general, que l'escadre de l'empereur est partie du 
Ferrolle 26 thel'midor (14 aout) avec l'escadre espagnole. Si 
ces escadl'es combinees arrivent dans la Manche, l'empereur 
fait de suite l'expedition d' Angleterre; mais si, par des circon
stances de vents contrail'es, ou en fin, par le peu d'audace de nos 
amiraux,· elles ne peuvent se rend re dans la Manche, l'em
pereur et roi ajournera l'expedition a une autre annee, parce
qu'elle n'est plus possible." The marshal then directs the 
general to be ready, at a moment's notice, to disembark his 
troops, estimated at 20,000, and proceed with them to May
ence, &c.t In about four days after the date of this letter the 
fatal news arrives that M. Villeneuve, having quitted Ferrol with 
29 sail of the line, had steered for Cadiz instead of the Channel, 
where the emperor and his army had been so long anxiously 
expecting him. 

Thus had the crisis arrived for adjourning the expedition 
-against England to another year. By the end of August, the 
troops that had been encamped at Ostende, Ambleteuse, Bou
log ne, and Montreuil, were making forced marches to the banks 
of the Rhine. On the 4th of September the emperor quitted 
Boulogne for Paris, having left orders with Rear-admiral La
crosse to send out occasionally a division of gun-boats to 
manceuvre, and to maintain the utmost discipline and good order 
among the officers and men. The ~eater part, if not the whole. 
of the gun-vessels at all the depots but Boulogne, were, ill a 
short time, dismantled and laid up. It was the intention of 
N apoJeon to keep a body of troops encamped upon the heightll 

, of Boulogne, partly, in conjunction with the gun-vessels in~ the 
basin and road, to deceive the British, but chiefly, as it was a 
remarkably healthy spot, to have an army of 30,000 or 40,000 
men ready to act on any emergency. The operations against the 
Temnant of the flotilla were now copfined to Boulogne; and, 
although in September and November two attempts were made 
to destroy the line of gun-vessels at anchor in the road, the 

• This reflection upon the admirals is only to be found in tlw quotation 
from the letter contamed in the text of M. Dumas (tome xii .. p. 122): it ill 
'Wholly omitted in what purports to be the entire copy inserted among tqe 
.. Pi~es Justificatifil." We may conclude from this, that the author made his 
extract from the original, without reflecting upon the meaning or tendency fir 
the passage alluded to, but that, when he, or another for him, came to 
transcribe the letters for the Appendix, the discovery was made, and the 
olfensive words omitted. 

t Precis des Even.meas, tome xii., p. 834. 
VOL. tll. Y 
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stormy atate of the weather, in the laet case in particular, ren
dered them both abortive. 

BRITISH A.ND FRANCO-SPA.NISH FLEETS. 

The declaration of war by Spain, followed up so quickly aB it 
was by the hurried equipment of ships at all her principal 
depots in fulfilment of the secret treaty which she had concluded 
with France,. lOon assembled a British naval force upon the 
coasts of the former. Off Ferrol, in which port lay, ready for 
sea, five French and seven Spanish sail of the line, exclusively of 
three of the latter fitting, cMlised a British squadron of seven 
sail of the line, under Rear-admiral the Honourable Alexander 
Cochrane, in the Northumberland 74. In Cadiz one French and 
seven Spanish sail of the line were ready for sea, and four of the 
latter equipping; and in Carthagena, six Spanish sail of the line 
were ready for sea. Off Cadiz was stationed a British squadron 
of five, and occasionally six sail of the line, under Vice-admiral 
Sir John Orde, in the Glory 98; and who, in conjunction with 
Vice-admiral Lord Nelson, whom, wi~h 10 sail of the line, we 
left on the 31st of December cruising off Cape San-Sebastian,t 
kept an occasional eye upon the ships in Carthagena. 

The junction of the six French and 20 Spanish sail of the 
line, ready for sea in Ferrol, Cadiz, and Carthal{ena, with the 
11 French sail of the line, also ready for sea in Toulon, was a 
preliminary step towards the final success of the grand design 
which reigned the master-thought in the mind of him, who. 
such was the mean subserviency of Spain, had the whole 37 
ahips as much under his command, as if the French flag waved 
at the peak of every one of them. What efforts were made by 
the one party to accomplish, and by the other to defeat, the im
portant object in agitation, will appear as we proceed in the 
details upon which we are now about to enter. . 

Having detached the 3S-gun frigates Active and Seahor&ep 

Captains Richard Hussey Moubray and the Honourable 
Coul'tenay Boyle, to watch the port of Toulon, Lord Nelson on 
the 3d of January made sail from his station off Cape San
Sebastian towards the Magdalena islands, and on the 11th came 
to at his old anchorage in Agincourt sound. On the 15th the 
Superb rejoined from Al~iel's; whither she had been sent to 
arrange some difference with the Dey. The force of Lord N elsOll 
now consisted of 11 sail of the line, with scarcely a frigate or 
sloop to deta~~ for intellig~nce. . . . . 

On the 17th of January, early in the afternoon, tbe French 
fleet, consisting of the following 11 sail of the line, seven 
frigates, and. two brigs, commanded by Vice-admiral Villeneuve, 
and having OD. board a body of 3500 troops under General 
La1lriston, put to -sea from the road of Toulon, with a strong 
wind from the no1'th-norih-west: 

• S,*, po 297. t Se P. ",1. 
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Gu..1IiP . 

{BllceDtaure 1 Vie&dm. P.-C.-J ... Bapt.-8ilT. l'illeneuve. 
• • • •• Captain Jean-Jacques Mageodie. 

8f1 PI idable Rear-adm. P.-R.-M.-E. Dumaooir-le-Pelley. 
orm ••• • ., Captain Jean-Mane Letellier. 

Neptune. • • • • •• Commod. Esprit-Tranquille Maistral. 
Indomptable • • • •• :Captain Jean-Joseph Hobert. lAnnibal ••••••. Commod. Julien-Marie C09mao-Kerjnlien. 
Mont-Blanc •• • •• Captain GuiUaume·J.-Noel La ViUegris. 
Swiftture • • • • • • • " C.-E. L'Hospitalier-Villemadrin. 

'4 Atlas......... ,. Pierre-Nicolas Rolland. 
Intr~ide • . • • • • • .. Loonore Deperonne. . 
Scipion. • • • • . • . .. Charles Berrenger. 
Berwicl: •••• • • • .. Jean-GiUes Filhol-Camas. 

~ata, ComBie, Hortense, Incorruptible, Rhin, Sirene, Th6mis, and 
Uraule. 

Brig" Furet and NaIade. 

By 5 P. 1'4. the last French ship was. o~tside. ~ape Sepet? ~nd 
at 6h. 30m. the advanced or reconnOltrmg dlVlslOn, conslstmg 
of two sail of the line and a frigate, was descried by the British 
frigates Active and Seahorse. On the 18th, at 9 h. 15 ID., the 
French advanced ships, still in si~ht, hauled their wind to the 
northward, and the two British frigates did the same. At 4 
p. M. the island of Polacross bore fl'om tbe latter north by west 
uve leagues, and the wind now blew a strong gale from west
north-west. At 9 h. 45 m. the Seahorse, who was to windward 
of her consort, saw nine sail of the French fleet in the north 
quarter, only three miles distant, and apparently steering south. 
The frigate showed a light, and immediately bore up; on which 
the enemy's advanced ship threw up two rockets. The Active 
and Seahorsekept sight of the latter ship until 2 A. M. on the 
19th; and, by carrying a press of sail, were, at I h. 50m. P.lL, 
sufficiently near to their friends in Agincourt sound, to make the 
distant signal of the enemy's being at sea. 

At 4 h. 30 m. P.X. Lord Nelson weighed with the following 11 
sail of the line and two frigates : 
Gun-abip {Vice-admiral (w.) Lord Nelson, K.B. 

100 Captain Thomas Masterman Hardy. {
Victory •••••• Rear-admiral (b.) George Murray. 

Royal Sovereign • S Rear-~dmiral (r.) Sir R. H. Bickerton, Bart. 
~ Captain John Stuart. 

80 Canopos ••••• " John Conn. 
Superb •••••• " Richard Goodwin Keats. 
Spencer " Hon. Robert Stopford. 
Swiftsure • • • • • " Mark Robinson. 

74 Belleisle ••••• " William Hargood. 
Conqueror •••• .. IsIVI Pellew. 
Tigre ••••••• " Benjamin Hallowell. 
Leviathan • • • • • .. Henry William Bayntun. 
Donegal • . • • • • .. Pulteney Malcolm. . 

Frigate" Active and Seahorse.-

The fleet made sail for the passage between the islil.lld of 

• Lord Nelson WlII continually complaining to the admiralty or the small 
number of frigates attached $0 his COIDIIIIIIld. 

y2 
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Biche and Sardinia; a passage so narrow that the ships had to 
proceed in line ahead, each, except the Victory who undertook 
to lead the fleet, being guided by the stern-lights of her second 
ahead. At 6 P. M. the Victory was clear, and at 7 P. M. every 
ship in her train. Lord Nelson then despatched the Seahorse 
round the southern extremity of Sardinia, to look into St.-Pietro 
for the French fleet, and to return immediately. At 8 h. 30 m. 
P. M. the fleet, with now only one frigate attending it, bore away 
along the island of Sardinia. On the following day, the 20th, 
the vice-admiral appointed the Spencer and Leviathan, as the 
two fastest-sailing ships, to be a detached squadron; directing 
Captain Stopford to keep on the Victory's weather beam, to be 
ready to act as occasion might require. During the latter part 
of this, and the whole of the succeeding day, the fleet encountl!red 
very hard gales from south-south-west to south· west ; and, for 
a great part of the time, the ships were under their storm
lItaysails. 

On the 22d, at 10 A. M., the Seahorse rejoined, having, on the 
preceding afternoon, been chased by the French 40-gun frigate 
Comelie, standing in for Pulla. The gale was so heavy and 
the weather so tbick, that the Seahorse could not see the 
anchorage either in that bay or in Cagliari, and, from the same 
cause, lost sight of the French frigate in the night. The Sea
borse, accompanied by the Active, was sent back to Cagliari, 
but no French ships were lying there; and a message to the 
viceroy and consul at that port, carried by the Active, and for a 
reply to which Lord Nelson waited off the island of Serpentina, 
-produced no better intelligence. The Seahorse was then sent 
with despatches to Naples, and the Active directed to cruise for 
1.hree days to the eastward, about five or six leagues from Ser
pentina, to speak any British ship that might be in search of the 
British admiral. 

On the 25th, at noon, Cape Carbonara, island of Sardinia, 
bore from the Victory north-north-east half-east distant three 
and a half leagues; and on the next day, the 26th, the 18-
pounder 36-gun fligate Phrebe, Captain the Honourable Thomas 
Bladen Capel, joined company. On the 19th, at 4 P. M., when 
sailing down the west coast of Corsica with a strong west-north
west wind, the Phrebe discovered a disabled line-of-battle ship, 
the Indomptable, one of M. Villeneuve's fleet, standing in for 
the land, under courses only, having carried away her topmasts. 
'l'be frigate immediately hauled up towards, and at 4 h. 45 m. 
passed within hail of, the Indomptable, who had previously 
hoisted French colours. Having ascertained that the dismasted 
ship was an enemy's two-decker, bound apparently for Ajaccio 
bay, the Phrehe did not, as it appears, make any attempt to 
molest her, but bore up for the Map;dalena islands, where Captain 

. Capel expected to find Lord Nelson. It was owing to this eir
cuitous route that the frigate was so many days in joining the fleet. 
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Having sent in all directions to gain information, but without 
effect, Lord Nelson continued his course to the eastward, and at 
3 A. M. on the 29th, rounded the island of Stromboli. As a proof 
that, in his anxiety to overtake the enemy, Lord Nelson had 
passed a sleepless night, the following memorandum appears ilJl 
his diary: "Stromboli burnt very strongly throughout the night-. 
of the 28th." His own persuasion was that the French fleet had 
gone to Egypt; and thither his lordship hastened, still detaching 
his frigates, as fast as they joined, to gather what tidings they 
could. 

On the 4th of February, the Canopus made the land of Egypt. ' 
On the 7th, the Tigre was sent into Alexandria; but the Turks. 
had nothing to communicate, and on the following day, the 8th, . 
Captain Hallowell rejoined the fleet. Lord Nelson, now half-· 
distracted, steered for Malta; on the 14th, was within 100 
leagues of it; and in a few days afterwards received from Naples 
intelligence of what had really become of the French fleet. It·. 
had, on the second day. after quitting Toulon, when crossing thet ,. 
gulf of Lyons, encountered a violent gale of wind, which da- , 
maged several of the ships in their masts and rigging, and drove
them, on the 20th, with the exception of four, back to their port •.. 
The missing ships were the Indomptable and Cornelie already 
mentioned, and the frigates Hortense and Incorruptible. The 
Cornelie, after sheltering herself at Genoa, reached Toulon on 
the 22d, as did the Indomptable in two days afterwards; but 
the Hortense and Incorruptible remained out for six or seven 
weeks. 
, It was on the 14th of February, when about 100 leagues to the 
eastward of Malta, on his return to Sardinia. that Lord Nelson 
wrote his' celebrated letter to the first lord of the admiralty (Lord 
Melville). explaining why he had considered Egypt to be the 
destination of the French fleet. "Feeling as I do," he says, 
" that I am entirely responsible to my king and country for the· 
whole of my conduct, I find no difficulty at this moment, when I 
am so unhappy at not finding the French fleet, nor having ob
tained the smallest information where they are, to lay before you 
the whole of the reasons which induced me to pursue the line of 
conduct I have done. I have consulted no man, therefore the· 
w~ole blame of ignorance in forming my judgment must rest 
With me. I would allow no man to take from me an atom of my: 
glory had I fallen in with the French fleet, nor do I desire any 
man to partake of any of the responsibility. All is mine, right 
or . wrong: therefore I shall now state my reasons, after seeing 
that Sardinia, Naples, and Sicily. were safe, for believing that 
Egypt was the destination of the French fleet; and at this mo-' 
ment of sorrow, I still feel that I have acted right. Firstly; the 
wind had blowll from north-east to south-east for 14 days before, . 
they sailed: therefore they might, without difficulty, have gone ' 
to the westward. Secondly; they came out with gentle breaea. . 
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at oorth-west and north-north-west. Had they been bound to 
Naples, the most natural thing for them to have done would bave 
been to run along their own shore to the eastward, where they 
would bave ports every 20 leagues of coast to take sbelter iD. 
Thirdly; they bore away in the evening of the 18tb, with a strong 
gale at north-west or north-north-west, steering BOuth or south 
I)y west. It blew so hard that the Seahorse went more than 13 
-knots an hour to get out of their way. Desirable as Sardinia is 
for them, they could get it without risking their fleet, although 
,certainly not so quickly as by attacking Cagliari. However, I 
left nothing to chance in that respect, and therefore went off 
Cagliari. Having afterwards. gone to Sicily, both to Palermo 
and Messina, and thereby given encouragement for a defence, 
and knowing all was safe at Naples, I had only the Morea and. 
Egypt to look to. For, although I knew one of the French ahipl 
was crippled, yet I considered. the character of Buonaparte; aDd 
that the orders given by him on the banks of the Seine would 
Dot take into consideration wind or weather. Nor, indeed, could 
'-he accident of even three or four ships alter, in my opinion, & 

destination of importance: therefore such an accident did not 
weigh in my mind, and I went first to Morea, and then to 
~rypt. The result of my inquiries at Coron and AleDDdria. 
confirms me in my former opinion; and therefOre, my lord, ifay 
obstinacy or ignorance is so grou, I should be the first to recom
mend your superseding me. But, on the ~ontrary, if, as I fiatter 
myself~ it should be found, that my ideas of the probable desti
nation of the French fleet were well founded, in the opinioa or 
his majesty's ministers, then I shall hope for the consolation or 
having my conduct approved. by hit majesty; who will, I lUll 
sure, weigh my whole proceedings in the soale of justice.''' 

On the 27th, in the evening, the British Beet, every ship or 
which, since the 21st of .'January, had remained prepared for bat
tle, without a bulk.head up night or day, aoehored in Pulla road, 
bay of Cagliari, to water. On the 2d of March Lord NelSOD. 
weighe~ but, owing to the severity of theweatber, was com
pelled to :reaooBor. Th.e wind shifting in theCQ!1ll1'8e of the 
night to 1l0rth-north-east, the fleet reweighed lot daylight on the 
3d, aod stood to the westward; but before noOn the wind re
turned to the Jlorth-west, and blew so strong, that the fleet had. 
again to bear 1lP for P,ulla. The moraing of ~e 4th brougllt .. 
return of the north-east wind; but scaroely bad the persevering 
aOmiral,ta'ken ;ai-vantage ,of it, than it ,again shifted to the norf.h:... 
west. Blowiog moderately tbis time, the fleet(1IGJDe oftbe ships 
bawiiDg .anchored for a few hours in the bay ofi.ouze) sueceecied In 
wonki~ to the westward ,of the g.uhf of PaIma; hut, the wiad 
iacrewng to a heary gale, the British were compeJ:led, o()Il the 
eftIliDg of the 8th, io ran ia there f~r lludter. On. 10th, in 

• CIar"keoodll' Arthur, VD], i., p. 897. , 
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the morning, after one or two fruitIen attempts to get out, the 
ileet weighed with a fine south~east wind, and passed between 
the island of Vache and the main; or rather, the Victory and a 
few ships only went through this narrow channel, the remainder 
of the fleet passing on the outer side of Vache. 

A continuance of fine weather brought into view, on the mom .. 
ing of the 12th, the high land over Toulon; and on the 15th, in 
the evening, Lord Nelson gained his old winter station, a few miles 
to the eastward of Cape San-Sebastian. After detaching the 
Leviathan oft' Barcelona, to induce a belief that he was fixed on 
the coast of Spain, his lordsltip worked back to the eastward, 
and on the evening of the 25th, arrived close ofl'the west end of 
the island of St.-Pietro. On the' following day, the 26th. the 
wind shifted from Bouth-east to south~west. and enabled the fleet, 
on the 27th, to"anchor in the gulf of Palma, where tbe victuallent 
and store-ships were lying. On the preceding day, Rear-admi
ral Thomas Louis had joined in the 32-gull frigate Ambuscade, 
Captain William Durban, and now shifted his flag to the Cane
pus; taking on board of her, in the room of Captain Conn, Cap
tain WiUiam Francis Austen, who had accompanied the admiral 
from England. While Lord Nelson is provislOning and refitting 
his ships, let us turn our attention to the harbour of Toulon. 

Vice-admiral Villeneuve used the utmost despatch in refitting 
his ship.. The Annibal (late British Hannibal), being found un .. 
ilerviceable, was replaced by the new ship Pluton; to whom, at 
the same time, the former transferred the whole of her officent 
and men. A similar exchange took plaoe between the frigates 
Uranie and Hermione. As to the Incorruptible, she had suf .. 
fered so much from her action with the Arrow, of which we shall 
hereafter give an account, as to be for the present laid up. The 
French fleet, therefore, consisted of 11 sail of the line, six frigates, 
and two brigs.· and still retained on board the 3500 troops under 
General Lauriston. The departure of Lord Nelson for the gulf 
of Palma, enabled M. Villeneuve, on the evening of the 29th of 
March, to sail from Toulon road with the whole of hill fleet; 
which, on clearing Cape Sepet, steered south-south~west, with a 
moderate breeze from the north~ast. 

The wind on the following morning veered to north~north. 
west, and, instead of increasing as had been expected, fell con .. 
siderably. Owing to this the French fleet, during that and the 
succeedmg day, made very little progress, and on the afternoon 
of the 31st, Cape Sicie bearing north distant 10 or 12 leagues, 
was discovered and recognised by the British frigates Active 
anU Phrebe. These ships kept in sight of it until evening; when 
the Phrebe bore up for the gulf of Pal ma, with a fresh breeze at 
west-north-west, and the Active, in order to keep company with. 

, • Their names will be seen at p. 328, omitting the Incorruptible, and su~ 
8tituting the Pluton Cor the Annibal. and the Hermione for the U ranie. , 
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the French ships, stood upon a wind to the south-west, but, 
after dark, saw no more of them. On the Ist of April, in the 
morning, a Ragusian vessel informed M. Villeneuve that, five 
days before, she had seen the British fleet to the southward of 
Sardinia. In consequence of this intelligence, which was cor
rect, the French admiral, who, from previous information that 
Lord Nelson was off Barcelona (a proof that the ruse with the 
Leviathan had begun to take effect), had intended to pass to 
the eastward of the Balaric islands, was induced to alter his 
course and pass to the westward of them. The fleet accordingly 
kept close to the coast of Spai~ and on the 6th, in a calm, 
arrived off the port of Cartha~ena; where we will leave M. Vil
leneuve awhile, to show what effect his activity had produced 
upon the movements of him, to avoid whom was so pnncipal a 
point in the instructions given to the French admiral. 

Wanting water for hill ships, Lord Nelson had, on the Ist of 
April, removed from Palma to Pulla bay; whence he had again 
sailed on the morning of the 3d, steering to the westward, with 
a moderate breeze at north-east. On the following morning, 
the 4th, when a few leag1les to the westward of the island of 
Toro, the wind shifted to the north;..north-west; and at 8 A.. M., 
in the midst of hazy, unsettled weather and drizzling rain, the 
Phrebe made her appearance in the offing, with tbe exhilarating 
signal, that the French admiral was at sea. Cruisers were in
stantly despatched in all directions; and, on the supposition 
that the French Beet had continued its course to the southward 
(as would have been the case, had the Ragusian vessel not 
crossed it), the Bl'itish fleet lay to all night, and, on the morning 
of the 5th, was about midway between the coasts of Barbary 
and Sardinia. 

After waiting in this narrow channel until the 7th, the fieet 
bore up for Palermo, in order to cover Sicily and the more 
eastern parts of the Mediterranean, should the French have 
passed to the northward of Corsica. Two more days having 
elapsed without the slightest intelligence, Lord Nelson, on the 
9th, being then off the western end of Sicily, stood to the west
ward. Of this change of course to the westward, Napoleon 
was for a long time unapprized. Even so late as a fortnight 
afterwards he sent a courier to M. Villeneuve, with information 
that Lord Nelson was gone to Egypt; and, lest the latter 
should learn that the French fieet had passed the Straits, he 
ordered the insertion of a paragraph in the Dutch journals, to 
the eflect, that a French fleet had landed 6000 men in Egypt; 
that the admiral had made a feint of passing the Straits, but, in 
the night, had returned unseen along the African coast, and 
thereby deceived Lord Nelson .... 

The line-of-battle ships making but slow progress against 

• Prl§cis des Evenemens, tome xi., p. 231. 
\ 
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the westerly and north-west winds, Lord Nelson despatched 
some light vessels in advance to Gibraltar and Lisbon. On the 
16th, while the B~et was beating hard against a strong westerly 
wind, to get round the southern extremity of Sardinia, and 
obtain a glimpse of Toulon, a neutral vessel informed the Levia
than that the French fleet had been seen on the 7th off Cape de 
Gata. This was quickly followed by intelligence that M. Vil
leneuve had passed the Straits on the 8th. The prevalence of 
strong southerly and westerly winds made it the 30th, ere Lord 
Nelson got sight of the rock of Gibraltar; and about this time 
he heard that M. Villeneuve had been reinforced by some ships 
from Cadiz. There being no pos~ibility of passing the Straits. 
with the prevailing wind, and the fleet standing in great need of 
water and provisions, Lord Nelson, on the 4th of May, anchored 
in Mazari bay, on the Barbary shore, to water, and sent the 
Superb to Tetuan for cattle, frUIt, and vegetables. 

We will now see what is become of the object of Lord N el
son's pursuit; of that which, as will clearly appear by the fol
lowing letter from his lordship to Captain Ball, at Malta, dated 
April 19, when the fleet was buffetmg with head winds, was 
the principal source of his uneasy frame of mind. "My good 
fortune, my dear Ball, seems flown away. I cannot get a fair 
wind, or even a side wind-dead foul! dead foul I-but my mind 
is fully made up what to do when I leave th.e Straits, supposing 
thel'e is no certain information of the enemy's destination. I 
believe this ill-luck will go near to kill me; but, as these are 
times for exertion, I must not be cast doW'D, whatever I may 
feel." In another letter, of the same date, to Lord Melville, 
this extraordinary man writes: "I am not made to despair; 
what man can do shall be done. I have marked out for myself 
a decided line of conduct, and I shall follow it well up, although 
I have now before me a letter from the physician of the fleet,. 
enforcing my return to England before the hot months. There
fore, notwithstanding I shall pursue the enemy to the East or 
West Indies, if I know that to have been their destination, yet, 
if the Mediterranean Beet joins the Channel, I shall request, 
with that order, permission to go on shore."· 

Returning to M. Villeneuve, while off Carthagena, he sent a. 
boat on shore, to offer his services and the protection of his Beet. 
to the six Spanish ships ready for sea in the port; but Rear
admiral Salzeco, having been ordered with his squadron on a 
different service, declined the junction. So says M. Villeneuve; 
but the Spa.nish ambassador at Paris asserted, that the refusal 
to join came from the French admiral. Napoleon denies this 
roun~ily; adding, in his usual energetic way: "Mais que l'amiral 
Villeneuve, passant par le detroit et ayant des craintes, eut refuse 

• Clarke and Mc Arthur, vol. ii., p. 404. 

t 
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le seeours de sis: vaisseau, un ambassadeur, un homme 1e1l8~ ne 
$8 laisse pas dire de pareilles nigauderies.''' 

On the evening of the 7th a fresh breeze sprang up from the 
eastward (and yet at thi. very time Lord Nelson was plagued 
with gales from t!te westward), and the French admiral con ... 
tinued his course towards the Straits. On the 8th, at day
light, Gibraltar appeared in si~ht; and at noon the French 
ileet, formed in two columns, With the frigates ahead, entered 
the gut, causing alarm-guns to be fired from all points of the 
rock. At 4 P. M. the French stood into the bay of Cadiz, 
.driving away Vice-admiral Sir John Orde and his five sail of the 
line. ~inding the wind to blow strong off ahore, M. Villeneuve 
anchored hi. ships, having previously despatched the Hortell88 
mgate into the harbour, to apprize the Spaniards of his arrival 
and quicken their movements. In coll8equence of this, the 
French 74-gun IIhip Aigle, Captain Pierre-Paul Gotlrrege, ship. 
.corvette Torche, and hrig-corvette Argus, accompanied by five 
oot of the following sis: Spanish sail of tbe line and one frigate. 
ha.ving 1600 troops on hoard, sailed out of the harbour and 
anchored in company with the Toulon ileet: 

>Ga-eblp.' t A 03_' 1 d Fred' G . .t. _ AUJj.lra on enco ravma. 
80 S ~ODauta. • • • •• Rear-adm. don Antonio Escano. 

l San-Rarael. • • • •• Commod. don Francisco Montez. 
14t Pinne ••..•••• Captain don Rafael Villavicencio. 

Terrible • • • • • • • .. don Francisco MOIldragoJl. 
64 America........ " don - Darrac. 

Espana • • • • • • • • " don - Monios. 

On the 9th, at 2 A. M., the combined French and -Spanislt 
Beet, consisting of 17 sail of the line (12 French and five Spa
nish), one Spanish, and six French frigates, one ship-corvette, 
and three bri~-corvettes, got under way, and steered a westerly 
.course; leavmg the San-Rafael, which had run on shore ill 
coming out, to follow to the rendezvous at Martinique, as SOOJl 
as she could be got off. 

The discreditable practice, adopted by the French emperot"s 
oOrders, of altering official despatches for the purposes of decep-
tion, is nowhere more ap\,&rent than in the published correspon
.dence connected with thiS expedition. M. Villeneuve is made 
to say that he was joined by eight Spanish sail of the line from 
Cadiz, thus: "Peu d'instans apr~, un officier eSJ>agnol vint i 
mon bord, et m'annon~ que huit vaisseaux: de S. M: C. et une' 
uegate, sous les ordres de S. E. l'amiral Gravina, aUaient 
mettre sous voiles; et avant minuit je les vis sortir successive
ment du port, et mouiUer en dehors."t On the other hand, the 

• Precis des Ev~nemens, tome xi., p. 236. 
t Mon. July 14, 1805. 
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Madrid Gazette, of Aplil 13, gives the correct number of ships, 
both French and Spanish, that joined M. Villeneuve; and so 
does Napoleon himself, when writing confidentially to his 
minister of marine: 't 11 parait que cinq vaisseaux et une fregate 
ont rallie l'amiral Villeneuve; qll'un sixieme avait touche, mai. 
anait partir.". And yet no French writer, such is the perma
n~t injury of distorting historical facts, has been able to give a 
~nsistent account of this transaction. 

Scarcely had daylight on the 9th made its appearance, than 
the French admiral was constrained to sborten sail for his Spa
nish friends; and, to the additional regret of M. Villeneuve, the 
wind, before the close of the day, shifted to the westward. An. 
alternation of contrary winds and calms, coupled with the in
different sailing of one of the French (the Ada.) and two or 
three of the Spanish ships, made it the 12th of May before the 
Beet arrived in sight of the island of Martinique. In the course 
()f the following day, the 13th, the five Spanish, aud 11 of the 
12 French sail of the line, accompanied by the seven frigates 
(one of them Spanisb), one ship-corvette, and three brig-cor
vettes, also by 8 large store-ship, and the late British ship-sloop 
Cyane, a J>rize, anchored in the harbour of Fort-Royal, or, as 
named at the commencement of the republican dynasty, Fort
de-France, but not without baring sustained, in passing, a smart 
cannonade from the Diamond rock.t 

In the course of the same night, it is believed, the twelftll 
French line-of-battle ship (probably, from her acknowledged. 
badness of sailin" the Atlas) anchored with her companions; 
and on the 16tb, early in the momin!!:" the Spanish 80-gun shir. 
San.Rafael, which had sailed from Cadlz on the 10th of Apri , 
rounded Pointe-Saline. At 8 A. M.,she hoisted a Spanish eDlign 
8Ild pendant; whereupon, by way of decoy, French colours were 
displayed at t.he flag-staff of the Diamond. At 9 A. H. the 
Spanish ship, baving UDsuspiciously approached close under the 
lee of the rock, on which English colours had just been substi
tuted for French, received i. ~re as unexpected as it proved. 
annoying. The San-Rafael quickly pot her helm up, and, 
returning one ineffectual shot as she wore, hastened out ot range, 
as fast as the little wind would permit her; anchoring, the same 
afternoon, in company with M. Villeneuve's fleet. 

A very different story from all this is told ill the publication 
which the Moniteur was compelled to insert in the shape of a 
letter from M. Villeneuve, and a translation of which, 8S of a 
document of undoubted authenticity, went the rounds of the 
English newspapers. "Le 19 floreal," says this arrant piece of 
_gery, "me trouvant a la hauteur prescrite par mes instruc
tions, j 'ai, confonnement a leur eontenu, remis a l'amiral Gra-

• Precis des EV~Demens, tome xi., p. fig. 
t Seep. 2~. 
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'fina sea dep~ches, et, sur le signal qui en a ete fait, six vaisseaux 
de S. M. C., deux fregates et deux bricks de S. M. I., se sont 
ranges sous son pavilion; nous avons ete en vue le reste de la 
soiree, mais le lendemain je n'en ai plus de connaissance, et j'ar 
lieu de le croire rendre a sa destination. Le 24, au point du 
jour, j 'ai donne dans le canal de Sainte-Lucie, et dans la )oumee. 
je mouillai a la Mal'tinique, avec l'escadre que m'a confiee S.M. 
et deux vaisseaux et une fregate espagnols." The number of 
French and Spanish ships that entered Martinique, as counted 
both from the Diamond rock, and the Triton West-Indiaman 
which lay in Basse-Terre road, Sainte-Lucie, agrees exactly with 
the statement as we have given it. But, it being P. H. when the 
ships passed, the two accounts are dated, according to log-time, 
on the 14th instead of on the 13th of May. That the last is the 
correct date appears, not only from the above letter (there being 
no interest to deceive in that particular), but from an entry in 
the role d'equipage of the French ship Formidable, to which we 
have had reference. 

Even French historians were led into error by the Moniteur's. 
forgeries: " L' Amiral Gravina," says M. Dumas, "ne se seram 
point de lui (Villeneuve) pour remplir une mission particuliere, 
et c'est encore un fait que nous devions retablir; il mouilIa ala 
Martinique avec le reste de la flotte combinee et ne la quitta 
point: ceci doit servir d'erratum au premier paragraphe de la 
page 131, ou, trompes par divers rapports officiels, nous avions 
dit que l'amiral Gravina, apres s'etre detache de la flotte com
binee pour porter des secours a Porto-Rico et a la Havane, etait 
'fenu la rejoindre a sa station aux iles du Vent."· The object 
of all this fraud was evidently to induce the British government 
to weaken still mOl'e the force in the Channel, by detaching a. 
greater number of ships to the West Indies; and that object, 
we believe, was partly accomplished. 

Lord Nelson, whom on the 4th of May we left refitting his 
1Ieet in Mazari bay,t was enabled, early on the 5th, by the 
emulation and activity of those he commanded, and by a sudden 
chan~e of wind to the eastward, to weigh and make sail to the 
westward. Such, indeed, was Lord Nelson's haste to getaway, 
that the Superb was recalled from Tetuan, just as the cattle 
and other refreshments for the fleet were being brought down to. 
the beach; and which, in consequelOlce, the ship was obliged to 
leave behind. On the 7th, at 2 P. M., a failure of the breeze 
obli~ed the Victory and some of the other ships to anchor in 
Rozla bay, Gibraltar. In the course of the afternoon Rear
admiral Sir Richard Bickerton, who was to be left as the com
mandinO' officer in the Mediterranean, shifted his flag from the 
Royal-S'overeign to the Amfitrite (late Spanish) frigate; and, a. 

• Precis des EV~DemeDs, tome xii.. p. 417. 
t See p. 329. : 
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une easterly wind now again springing up, Lord Nelson, at 6 
p. M., weighed and stood through tlie Straits. 

It had been his lordship's intention, on the supposition that 
the French were bound to Ireland, to have proceeded to a spot 
about 50 leagues to the westward of Scilly; but some intelli
gence, of an undoubted character, pointing to the West Indies 
as the real destination of the combined fleet, Lord Nelson re
solved, at every risk of professional censure, to follow it thither. 
That information was derived from Rear-admiral Donald 
Campbell (by birth a Scotchman), of the Portuguese navy, well 
known to Lord Nelson, from having previously served under 
him, and from having, on a former occasion, rendered some 
essential service to the British. For his visit to the Victory, 
Rear-admiral Campbell appears to have suffered most severely. 
Notwithstanding the rigid secrecy observed by Lord Nelson, the 
Spanish naval commander-in-chief at Algeziras got hold of the 
~lTcumstance, and made a formal complaint against the rear
admiral. This brought down the vengeance of the French 
ambassador at the court of Portugal, and Rear-admiral Cam~ 
bell was laid upon the shelf.· 

On the lOth, in the evening, the fleet anchored in Lagos bay, 
to clear some transports which had been left there by Sir John 
Orde, when the latter retreated from before M. Villeneuve. 
Having, in the course of the night, by extraordinarY' exertions, 
~ompleted his ships to five months' provisions, Lord Nelson, at 
9 A.M. on the 11th, weighed and sailed Ollt of the bay. The 
expected arrival from England of a fleet of transports, with 5000 
troops on board under General Sir James Craig, induced his 
lordship to remain a short time off Cape St.-Vincent; and on 
the 12th, in the afternoon, the Queen 98, Rear-admiral Knight, 
and Dragon 74, Captain Edward Griffiths, with their valuable 
charge, joined company. In order to afford to the convoy an 
additional protection in its passage through the Straits, Lord 
Nelson detached the Royal-Sovereign; and, with his remaining 
10 ships of the line and three frigates, namely, the Victory, 
Canopus, Superb, Spencer, Swiftsul'e, Belleisle, Conqueror,t 
Tigre, and Leviathan, and Amazon, Decade, and Amphion, 
ilrowded sail to the westward, in chase of an enemy's fleet 
which, he knew, consisted of 18 ships of the line, and at least 
treble his number of frigates. One of the British ships too, 
the Superb, not having been in a home-port sinC?e the 16th of 

,January, 1801, was in a very crazy state; and it was only upon 
the urgent solicitation of Captain Keats, that the Superb was 

'allowed to make one in the pUNuing fleet. 
Lord Nelson has been accused of rashness, in being so eager 

• Clarke and MC Arthur, vol. ii., p. 406. 
! t For this ship a contl.'mporary has substituted the Excellent, Captaill 
Frank Sotheron, left by Lord Nelson in Naples bay. See Brenton, vol. i~ 
~~ " 
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to engage a force nearly double his own; but it shonld be ~ 
collected, that he folly expected to be joined, OD reaching Bar
badoes, by six .ail of the line. During hi. passage to the West 
Iodies, Lord Nelson prepared a plan of attack, to be adopted in 
case he .hould overtake the enemy'. fleet. The plan met the 
general approval of his officers; but we cannot discover by it 
whether tile vice-admiral contemplated a meeting before or after 
the expected reinforcement.· 

On the 16th of May the British fleet made Madeira; and OD 

the 29th the Amazon was sent on to Barbadoes, to enable Rear
admiral Cochrane to have his ships ready for the expected jun~ 
tion. On the 3d of June Lord Nelson gained, for the first time, 
certain intelligence that the combined fleet was in the West 
Indies; and on the 4th he anchored with hi. squadron in Carlisle 
bay. Here he found Rear-admiral Cochrane, with only the 
Northumberland and Spartiate 74s, his remaining four ships 
having been detained by Rear-admiral Dacres at Jamaica. An 
unfounded repOlt, circulated, no douht, on purpose to mislead, 
that the enemy was bound to Tobago and Tnnidad, induced the 
vice-admiral to receive on board his ships 2000 troops under 
General M yen, and to proceed with them, on the momilli of 
the 5th, towards those two islands. On the 7th, when in the 
gulf of Paria, the British discovered that they had been misled; 
and, although 80 far to leeward, the fleet arrived OD the 9th, oft' 
Grenada. Here Lord Nelson received accounts that the enemy 
had passed the island of Dominique OD the 6th, steering to the 
northward. Having, on the morning of the 13th, reached 
Antjgua, the British fleet there disembarked the troops; and at 
noon the same day, taking with him the Spartiate, Captain 
Frands Laforey, but leaving the Northumberland to remain as 
Bear-admiral Cochrane'. flag-ship on the station, Lord Nelson, 
with 11 sail of the line, stood to the northward; not absolutely 
in pursuit of an enemy, whose force he knew to consist of at 
least 18 sail of the line, but in the hope, by a superior know
ledge of tactics, to reach the shores of Europe before him. 

In one of those unreserved conversations which he occasionally 
held with his captains when visiting him on board the Victory, 
Lord Nelson is represented to have said, in reference to the object 
which had drawn him so far from his station: "I am thankful 
that the enemy bas been driven from the West-India islands with 
so little loss to our country" (alluding to the capture of the 
Antigua convoy); "I had made up my mind to great sacrifices, 
for I had determined, notwithstanding his vast superiority, to 
stop his career, and to put it out of his power to do any further 
mischief. Yet do not imagine I am one of those hot-brained 

. ill That plan, being the work of an acknowledged proficient. may with 
propriety be transcribed into these pages. It will therefore be found at 
1f •• 86 of the Appendix. 
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people who fight at immense disadvantage, without any adequate 
Object. My object is partly gained. If we meet them, we shall 
find them not lees than 18, I rather think 20, sail of the line; 
and therefore do not be surprised if I .hould not fall on them 
immediately. We won't part without a battle. I think they 
will be glad to let me alone, if I will let them alone; which I will 
do, either till we approach the .hores of Europe, or they give me 
an advantage too tempting to be tesi.ted."· And yet the two 
write ra, from whose work this extract is taken, seldom indulge 
in their own remarks without making a perfect braggadocio or 
their hero. Mr. Southey is nearly as bad as Messieurs Clarke 
and M'Arthur. Much, indeed, has the memory of this great 
man suHered by the overweening zeal of his biographera. 

On the very day, June 9th, on which Lord Nelson arrived off 
the island of Grenada, Napoleon, writing from Milan, says: "J e 
Buis d'opinion, cependant, que Nelson est encore dans les mers 
d'Europe. Le sentiment le plus naturel est qu'il devrait €ltre 
rentre en Angleterre pour se ravitailler et veraer lieS equipages 
aur d'autres batimens ; car ses vaisseaux ont besoin d'entrer dan. 
le bas.in, et son escadre peut ~tre consideree comme ~tant en 
tres-mauvaix etat."t The latter part of this .tatement was true 
enough, but Napoleon did not seemingly reBect what nlight be 
done by luch a man as Nelson. The velocity, as well as the 
direction, of the British admiral'. movements had quite out
Btripped the French emperor'. calculations. 
. That M. Villeneuve was not, in reality, with 18 sail of the 
line running from 11, i. natural to suppoee; and yet many 
persons, both in France and England, have thought otherwise. 
·Nor, indeed, could the French admiral's departure (rom Mar
tinique have had any possible reference to the arrival of the 
British admiral at Barbadoes, owing to the simple fact, tbat the 
two OCCurrences took place on the same day. M. Villeneuve's 
ioatructions, as well as we can collect what they were from the 
mass of orders and counter-ordera which issued on the subject~ 
may afford us some clue to the French admiral's proceedings. 

In the published correspondence between the Emperor Na
poleon and his minister of marine, a break occurs of nearly seven 
months, from September 29, 1804, to April 14, 1805. As, in 
the interim, the Toulon Beet had twice sailed, and the last time 
had got fairly to sea, this hiatus happens rather inopportunely. 
Coupling the April and September lDstructions, however, we 
may gather, that M. Villeneuve was neither to detach ships to 
take St.-Helena, nor, with the aid of tbe Rochefort squadron~ 
himself to capture Surinam and the other Dutch colonies in the 
Antilles;+ but that, on being joined by the Spaniards, he was. 

• Clarke and M'Arthur, \lOt ii., p. '13. 
t P*is des E~nem~ tome XL, p. 267. 
~ Seep.ifl. 
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to proceed straight to Martinique, and, with the .5100 men on 
board the combined fleet, capture Sainte-Lucie, if not already 
taken by the Rochefort squadron; leave a garrison there, and, 
if necessary, strengthen the garrisons of Dominique, Martinique, 
and Guadaloupe, the two latter of which had already, tbe one 
1500, the other 1600 troops. He was tben to wait a month in 
the Antilles, in order to afford Vice-admiral Ganteaume an op
portunity of joining with his 21 sail of the line; and, to make 
the intervening time pass profitably as well as pleasantly, he 
was to do all possible mjury to the enemy, "faire tout le mal 
possible a l'ennemi." The governor-generals of Martinique and 
-of Guadaloupe, Vice - admiral Villaret Joyeuse and General 
Enouf, were to lend their aid, and, if necessary, a portion of 
their respective garrisons, towards the fulfilment of t.bis object. 
Tbe want of provisions in the fleet, or of unanimity in the 
(louncil, or some other unexplained cause, kept M. Villeneuve's 
sbips iu the harbour of Fort-Royal until the latter end of Mav; 
when two of the 74s moved out to attack the Diamond rock, 
which, with its sloop's company of officers and men, still per
sisted to fire at and annoy every French vessel that passed within 
range of its heavy cannon. 

The expedition destined to retake this very harassing and not 
informidable "king's ship," consisting of the Pluton and Ber
wick 74s, 36-gun frigate Sirene, 16-gun brig-corvette Argus, 
Fine armed schooner, and 11 gun-boats, under the orders of 
Commodore Cosmao of the Pluton, having on board from 300 
to 400 troops of the line commanded by chef d'escadron Boyer. 
On the 29th of May, at 5 h. 30 m. P. M., the expedition sailed from 

· Fort-Royal. By the morning of the 30th the ships had not made 
much progress; but on the 31st, at daybreak, they were far to 
windward of the rock, and at 7 A. M. bore down towards it. 

· 'The Diamond had been blockaded ever since the arrival of the 
eombined fleet at Martinique: therefore Captain Maurice, when 
· he saw Commodore Cusmao's squadron sail out, anticipated its • 
destination, and prepared accordingly •. 

· Considering it impossible to defend the lower works against 
such a force as was approaching, Captain Maurice abandoned 
them, spiking the two guns, drowning the powder, and cutting 
away the launch from the landing place. At 8 A.. M. the ships 

· opened their fire; which was returned by Hood's battery and 
Fort-Diamond, the one being'the 24-pounder about midway 
up the rock, the other the two IS-pounders on its summit. The 
ships bombarded the rock dnring the 31st of May and 1st of 
June, and until 4 h. 30 m. P. M. on the 2d; when Captain 

· Maurice, having, as he states, "but little powdel'left, and not a 
sufficient quantity of ball-cartridges to last until dark," threw 
out a flag of truce. At 5 P. M. the Fine schooner hoisted a 
similar flag; and terms honourable to the garrison, which con
sisted of 101 officers and meD, were agreed to the 8am~ evening • 

• Digitized by Google 
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In their defence of this extraordinary post, the British sus. 
tained a loss of only two men killed, and one man wounded. 
The chef d'escadron Boyer enumerates the 1088 of the French 
troops, "from a hasty Calculation," at about 50 in killed and 
wounded. Captain Maurice considers the loss of the French, 
who landed at the foot of the rock, to have amounted to at least 
30 men killed and 40 wounded, exclusively of the loss sustained 
on board the ships and boats. Three gun-boats and two rowing 
boats are stated to have been entirely lost. On his subsequent 
trial by court-martial, Captain Maurice was not only most 
honourably acquitted for the loss of the Diamond rock, but 
highly complimented for his firm and determined behaviour. 

On the Ist of June, while the governor-general, General 
Lauriston, Admirals Villeneuve and Gravina, and a number of 
other officers, were inspecting the Diamond rock from the con
t'iguous shore, the French 40-gun frigate Didon, Captain Pierre
Bemard Milius, arrived from Guadaloupe;. bringing fresh in
structions from Napoleon, and likewise intelligence that two 
French 74s had arrived at that island as a reinforcement to the 
combined fleet. The Didon had sailed from Lorient on the 2d 
of May, with duplicates of the instructions. with which, on the 
day previous, Rear-admiral Magon, with the two new 74-gun 
ships Algesiras, Captain Gabriel-Auguste Brouard, and Achille, 
Captain Gabriel Denieport, had sailed from Rochefort. In 
those instructions Napoleon directs that Vice-admiral Villeneuve, 
and General Lauriston, having now with the 2100 troops com
posing (see p.336) the united garrisons of Martinique and Gua .. 
daloupe, the 3400 carried out by Rear-admiral Missiessy, the 
5100, including Spaniards in the combined fleet, and the 840 
on board Rear-admiral 'Ma~on's two ships, upwards of J 1,400 
men, do take St.-Vincent, antigua, Grenada; "et pourquoi ne 
prendrait-on pas la Barbade?" Certainly, there was no reason 
why, among toe" ten Windward islands, including Tobago and 
Trinidad," Barbadoes alone should escape free. Tobago having 

• been a French island, was not to be ill-treated, but such of the 
other English colonies, as it might not be convenient to retain, 
were to be strip~d and pillaged thus: "11 ne faudrait point 
maltraiter rile de Tobago, parcequ'elle est fran~aise; mais pour 
les autres colonies anglaises qu'on jugerait devoir abandonner 
apres les avoir occuJ;>ees, on pourrait en til-er la moitie des noirs, 
lever une contribution sur les habitans, en oter l'artillerie, et 
vendre les noirs a. la Martinique et a. la Guadaloupe."· 

Having done all this, and waited in the Antilles for the Brest 
fleet 35 days from the day of receiving his despatches, Vice
admiral Villeneuve was to proceed straight to Ferrol, to carry into 
effect, in the way already explained,t the ultimate object of the . 

, • Precis des Ev~nemeus, tome xi., p. 477 • 
. t See p. 800. 
TOL.III. Z 
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expedition; and, compared. to which, in the eyes of Napoleon, 
the capture and pillage of the British West-India islands was 
mere child's play. 

On the 4th of June the combined Heet, composed of the same 
vessels with which it had anchored, except the Santa-Madalena 
Torche, Na"iade, and Cyane, and having on board in addition to 
the troops it had brought out, a portion of the garrison of 
Martinique, set sail from the harbour of Fort-Royal, steering a 
northerly course. On the same or following day the two 741, 
Algesiras and Achille, which had arrived at Guadaloupe on the 
29th of the preceding month, and had sailed on the 2d of June 
in search of the admiral, effected their junction. On the 6th M. 
Villeneuve lay to off the road of Basse-Terre, and received on 
board his fleet a portion of the garrison of Guadaloupe. 

Thus reinforced, the French admiral, with his 20 sail of the 
line, seven frigates, and two brigs, passed to windward of 
Montserrat and Redundo, aad to leeward of Antigua, with what 
precise object in view has never been satisfactorily explained. 
However concealment or a distortion of facts might suit the 
policy of Napoleon, it was aiming a deadly blow at the reputation 
of his officers to make their public letters the channel of his 
falsehoods. In M. Villeneuve's letter of 8 thermidor (26th of 
July), published in the Moniteur of August 11, a void occurs 
between the day of his departure from Martinique, "le 16 
prairial," or 4th of June, and that on which he ~made Cape 
Finisterre, 'fie 21 messidor," or 9th of July. Not a word is 
there about the junction of the two 74s, or the abstraction of the 
colonial garrisons; a tolerable proof that one or more important 
paragraphs had been suppressed. 

On tile 8th, having doubled Antigua, as if with the real inten
tion of operating among the British islands, M. Villeoeuve received 
intelligence from an American schooner, that in the north-north
east he would find a British homeward-bound convoy, which 
had sailed the day previous from that island. Chase was imme
diately given; and before night the Franco-Spanish Heet over- . 
took 15 sail of merchant vessels, under the protection of the 
British 28-gun frigate Barbadoes, Captain Joseph Nourse, and 
14-gun schooner Netley, Lieutenant Richard Harward. The two 
men of war effected their escape; but the merchantmen, valued 
with their cargoes at five millions of francs, were ca:ptured. The 
prizes were given in charge to the SiI-ene frigate, With orders to 
escort them to Guadaloupe, and rejoin the fleet off the Westem. 
Islands. 

Scarcely had the frigate and her rich convoy parted company, 
than a rumour reached Admiral Villeneuve, derived, no doubt, 
from some of the prisoners, that Lord N e1son had arrived in the 
West Indies in search of him. Smarting under their heavy 
losses, and suspecting from the troops on board, that the COIll

bined fleet, even yet, was destined to act against some of the 
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British colonies (nearly the whole of which, according to a. 
French writer, had drawn up the capitulations they meant to 
propose to M. Villeneuve, and counted out the sums of money 
they could afford to pay him for their ransom.), the merchant
masters did, most probably, exaggerate the British force under 
Lord Nelson, in ,the hope to drive the French admiral back to 
Europe. If so, the plan produced its effect; for, on the 9th or 
10th, all the troops which had been withdrawn from Martinique 
and Guadaloupe were precipitately embarked on board the 
Hortense, Didon, Hermione, and Themis frigates, with orders to 
Captain La-Marre-la-Meillerie, of the Hortense. the senior 
officer, to disembark them at the last-named island, and then to 
rejoin the fleet at the appointed rendezvous. 

That, in acting thus, the French admiral was but obeying his 
orders, is to be inferred from the fact, that Napoleon antIcipated 
that M. Villeneuve would return straight to Europe on learning 
that he was pursued. "Je haterai monarrivee(a Boulogne) de 
4Juelques jours, parce que je pense que l'arrivee de Nelson" 
(whose force he in another place states at " dix seuls vaisseaux"), 
~'en Amerique, pourrait poW\ser Villeneuve a partir pour le 
Ferrol.t The only act for which Napoleon blamed M. Villa
neuve, was for not leaving at Martmique and Guadaloupe 
the troops which the fleet had carried out. In his anger, at the 
partial failure of his projects, the French emperor did certainly 
attribute this omission on the part of ~. Villeneuve, to fright~ 
4' epouvante," at the rumour of his being pursued; but, at a. 
subsequent day, when the thoughts of invading England had 
long ceased to agitate his breast, Buonaparte frankly admitted 
that Villeneuve was a brave man.~ 

On the 26th of June, when, having executed their mission, 
they were returping to the Heet, the Didon, Hermione, Hortense, 
and Themis fell in with the Sirene and her valuable charge; and 
that but a short distance to windward of the spot whence the 

.latter had made sail 17 days before. Coupling the time 
already lost with the time it would still take to get a Heet of dull-

• sailing merchantmen so far to windward as Guadaloupe, Captain 
La-Marre-la-Meillerie determined to bear up with them for 
Porta-Rico. On the following day, the 27tl1, when about 180 
miles to north~t of BaTbuda, the British IS-gun ship-sloops, 
Kingfisher, Captain Richard William Cribb,and Osprey, Captain 
Timothy Clinch, appeared in ~ight to windward, and were 
chased by the French frigates. In making sail to escape, the 
two sloops hoisted signals and fired guns, as if to a Heet ahead. 
This had the desired effect. The ohasing ships immediately 
bore up; and, in a very little time, the wl.ole 15 merchant 

.. Victoires et Conquetes, tome xvi., p. 121. 
t Precis des Evenemens, tome xi., p. 282. 
:t See O'Meara's Napoleon in Exile, voL i .. p. 57. 
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vessels, with all the rum and sugar and coffee on board, were in 
flames. A French writer confirms the fact; calling by mistake 
the two sloops "frigates," and seeming to be unapprized of the 
ruse that was practised.· 

On the 30th of June, when about 20 leagues to the north-east 
of the island of CO"O, the northernmost of the Azores, M. ViI
leneuve was rejoined by his five frigates. On the same day the 
Didon captured and burnt an Engfish privateer, of 14 guns and 
49 men. On the 3d of July the fleet recaptured the late Spanish 
galleon Matilda, with treasure on board to the estimated value 
of from 14 to 15 millions of francs; and at the same time cap
tured the privateer, the Mars, of Liverpool, who had made prize 
of the galleon, and was conducting her to an English port. The 
privateer was set on fire, and the galleon taken in tow by the 
Sirene frigate. Nothing further of consequence happened to the 
combined fleet until it arrived off Cape Finisterre on the 9th of 
July; on which day a violent gale of wind from the north-east 
carried away the main topmast of the Indomptable, and other
wise slightly damaged some of the ships. The wind moderated, 
but continued to blow from the same adverse quarter, until a day 
or two before the 22d; when, with a favourable change of wind, 
occurred an event, the account of which had best be deferred till 
we have brought up the proceedings of the chasing fleet. 

After quitting Alltigua on the 13th of June, t Lord Nelson, still 
with no more than his own discretion for a guide, hastened 
towards Europe, and on the 17th of July came in sight of Cape 
St.-Vincent; "making," abserves the admiral in his diary, "our 
whole run from Barbuda, day by day, 3459 miles. Our run 
from Cape St.-Vincent to Barbadoes," he adds, "was 3227 
miles; so that our run back was only 232 miles more than our 
l'Un out, allowance being made for the difference of the latitudes 
and longitudes of Barbadoes and Barbuda; average per day 34 
leagues wanting nine miles." On the following day, the 18th, 
being on his way to Gibraltar for provisions for his fleet, Lord 
.Nelson fell in with Vice-admiral Collingwood, with the Dread
Dought 98 and bvo other sail of the line; but who had not the 
slightest information to communicate beyond what his own 
sagacity, and that was of no common kind, suggested. Vice
admiral Collin~wood considered the voyage to the West Indies 
in the right pOlDt of view, merely as a means of drawing off the 
British forc~ from the Channel, to admit of an attack upon 
Ireland; and, it will be recollected, a disembarkation on Ireland 
was one of the preliminary steps in Napoleon's plan.:/: 

On the 19th of July the British fleet anchored in Gibraltar 
bay; and" on the 20th," says Lord Nelson in his diary, " I went 

• Victoires et Conquctes, tome xvi .. p. 128. 
t See p. 334. 
t See p. 217; also a letter from Vice-admiral Collingwood to Lord N elsoQ 

OD this subject, Appendix, No. 37. 
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on shore for the first time since June 16, 1803, and from having 
'my foot out of the Victory, two years wanting .10 days." On 
the 22d the fleet weighed and stood across to Tetuan to water, 
anchorin~ at 8 P. M. in Maz8li bay. On the 24th, at noon, the 
flee~ agam got under way and steered for Ceuta, and remained 
durmg the night in the gut, with variable winds and a thick fog. 
On the 25th the IS-gun ship-sloop Termagant, Captain Robert 
Pettet, from England, joined, with information that the brig
sloop Curieux, on her way home with Lord Nelson's despatches, 
bad, on the 19th of June,. in latitude 33° 12' north, longitude 
58° west, fallen in with the combined fleet, steering, at first, 
north by west, but afterwards north-north-west. This intelli
gence, stale as it was in being communicated five weeks after it 
bore date, was the earliest, of a positive nature, which the vice
-admiral had received. 

After passing the Straits, Lord Nelson bore away to the west
ward, and then proceeded off Cape St.-Vincent, to be ready to 
steer more northerly as circumstances might direct. On the 3d 
of August the fleet was in latitude 39° north, longitude 16° west, 
with light northerly airs. By his acuteness, Lord Nelson, about 
this time, extracted from a log-book, found by an American 
merchant ship on board a vessel which had been set on fire and 
abandoned, but not destroyed, some far from unimportant infor
mation. The circumstances, as related by each of Lord Nelson's 
biographers, are as follows: "A log-book and a few seamen's 
jackets were found in the cabin, and these were brought to 
Nelson. The log-book closed with these words: 'Two large 
vessels in the W.N.W.;' and this led him to conclude that the 
vessel had been a Liverpool privateer cruising off the Western 
Islands. But there was in this book a scrap of dirty paper, 
filled with figures. Nelson, immediately upon seeing it, observed 
that the figures were written by a Frenchman; and, after 
studying this for a while, said, 'I can explain the whole. The 
jackets are of French manufacture, and prove that the privateer 
was in possession of the enemy. She had been chased and 
ta~en by the t~o ships that were seen in the W.N.w:. T.he 
pnze-master, gomg on board in a hurry, forgot to take WIth hIm 
his reckoning: there is none in the log-book, and the dirty paper 
contains her work for the number of days since the privateer left 
Corvo, with an unaccounted-for run, which I take to have been 
the chase, in his endeavour to find out her situation by back
reckoning. By some mismanagement I conclude she was run 
on board by one ofthe enemy's ships and dismasted. Not liking 
delay (for I am satisfied that those two ships were the advanced 
ones of the French squadron), and fancying we were close at 
their beels, they set fire to the vessel, and abandoned her in a. 

• Both Southey in his, and Clarke and M' Arthur in their, " Life or. 
Nelson." make thiS the 19th of July; a serious mistake. See p.301. 
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hurry.'" The compilers of the anecdote, uofortunately, bave 
omitted the dates, both of the last entry in the l~book, and of 
the day on which the wreck was fallen in with. We might 
otherwise have been able to show, that it was the late Liverpool 
privateer Mars herself, which had given rise to Lord Nelson's 
speculations. If so, the jackets had probably belonged to some 
of the Matilda's crew, and the scrap of paper been written 
upon by a Spaniard. Whichever way it was, the inference 
remained just as the vice-admiral had drawn it, that the cap
turing fleet had steered to the northward. 

A northerly course thus appearing to have been taken by 
M. Villeneuve, a northerly course was taken by his ardent 
pursuer, but, to the latter's regret, against northerly winds and 
bazy weather. On the 8th of August the wind became more 
favourable. On the 12th the Niobe frigate joined from the 
Channel fleet, but, strange to say, still without intelligence. 
On the 15th Lord Nelson himself joined Admiral Comwallis 
off U shant, from whom he heard all that had happened, and, on 
the same evening, proceeded with tbe Victory and Superb to 
Portsmouth; leaving the remainder of his fleet (except the 
13elleisle, who steered for Plymouth) as a reinforcement to the 
Channel fleet.· On the 18th the Victory and Superb anchored 
at Spithead; and Lord Nelson shortly afterwards attuck his 
:ftag and went on shore. 

• S~e p. S02. 
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No. 1. See p.2. 

A list of ships of the line and frigates, late belonging to the French navy. 
captured. destroyed, wrecked, foundered, or accidentally burnt, during 
the year 1799. 

Name, How, when, and where IOlt. 

Gun·ahip Sl8IlS and Turks, on the surren-
-50 (T) Leander ..................... _M... der of Corfu. and restored to { 

CaJ.>tured, March 3, by the Rus-

England by the Emperor of 
Russia. 

GUD-Crig. ~ Captured. February 28, by the 
44 (W) Forte .............................. British friaate Sibylle. off Ben

gal river, :East Inrues. 

38 (B) JAulnon .................................. {C~~~nJ:de:~a~bu~ ~!t 
(D) ceste .............. _ .... _.... b fth C ta 'th ... . Courageuse . am, 0 e en ur, ID e_e-" .................. _.... diterranean. 

Chare I I Wrecked, November 10, on enter-nte .•••••••••••••••••••••. L' t. mg onen .... 

{

Destroyed, December· 11. after 
. havin .. been run on shore near 

PrenellSe .... ...... ............ Por .. -Louis. Isle of France, by 
". the Tremendous, 74, and Ada-

mant,50. 

36 

~ Captured. February 9, by the Bri-
Prudente ..................... tish frigate Dredalus, near the 

Cape of Good Hope. 
V tal S Captured. August 20, by the Bri-

es e ........................ 1 tish !fte Clyde. off Bordeaux. 

Brune .......................... 1 Cat~rl-u. with the Leander at 

"D.l bli ' S Cantured, August 26. by the Bri-
.nt:pu ClUne .............. • .. • l tlsh frigate Tamer, offSurlnam. 
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No. 2. See p. 2. 

A list of ships of the line and frigates, late belonging to the Dutch navy 
captured, destroyed, wrecked, foundered, or accidentally burnt, during the 
year ]799. 

Name. How, when, and where lost. 

Gun·ship 
74 (O) Washington .................. {Captured, August 50, by volun-I (P) Cerberus ..................... tary surrendering (the seamen 

" De Ruyter ................... having refused to fight against 
,.. GuelderIand...... ............ the orange' flag) to a British 

64 "Leyden ....... ;............... squadron under Vice-admiral 
". Utrecht ....................... Mitchell, in the Vlieter, Texel. 

~ Captured, August 28, by the same 
... Vervachten... ...... ......... British squadron, in the Nieueve 

Diep, Texel. 

~ (T) Batavier ...................... S Captured, with the Washington 
l)() .. Beschermer .................. ! and squadron. 

.. Broooerchap .................. ! 
{ 

... Belle-Antomette .......... . 

... Co~titutie .................. Captured, with the Vervachten 
44 ... DUlfze .• :...................... . and squadron • 

• ,. Expeditie ........•....••••••• 
(V) Hector ....................•... 

,t Unie ••....••••••••••.•••...••. 

GIm.frtg. , 

44 (W~ Mars : ... : ..................... ~ Captured, with the Washington 
40 ~x Amphltrlte .................... and her squadron. 
82 G Ambuscade .................... .. 
28 S I Heldin ............................ ~ 

l .. Minerve ........................... Captured, with the Vervachten 

{ 
... Alarm ............................ and squadron. 

.24 Pollock ........................... . 
(0) Venus .............................. J 
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. No. 8. See p. 2. 

.A list of ships of the line and frigates, late belonging to the Spanish na~ 
captured. destroyed, wrecked, foundered. or accidentally burnt, during the 
year 1799. 

Gan.frIg. 

(H) 

CD) 

Name.· Bow, when, and where lost. 

. {Destroyed, March 16, by being run 
on shore by the Centaur 74,and 

Guadalupe ........ "............. Cormorant 20, near Cape Ora-
pesa, Mediterranean. 

{
Captured, October 26, by being 

. cutout of Puerto-Caballo, South 
Hernuone .......................... America, by the boats of the 

'. Surprise frigate. 

{
Captured, October 18, by a British 

Santa-Brigida .................. f~igate-squadron. near Cape Fi-
. msterre. 

{
Captured, February 6. by the Arga 

44, in compan with the Levia-
Santa-Teresa ................... than 74, near &ajorca, Mediter-

ranean. 

{
Captured, October 17, by the Bri-

. tish frigate Ethalion. in company 
1'hetlS ............................. with the Naiad and others, near 

Ferrol. 

No. 4. See p. 2. 

An abstract of French, Dutch, and Spanish ships of the line and frigates, 
captured, &c. durmg the year 1799. 

LoItthrough Lost through 
Total Total 
lost added 

~, the_To accldent.. to the to the 
~ , " .F.D.&S. British 

Capt. DeBt. Wrecked •. Foandered. BUlDt.. II&vles. Davy. 

. Sbi,. 01 the llne ~ l?:.' 7 7 6 
9 1 1 ... 11 5 

. Frigates ......... Du. 17 17 11 
Sp. 4 1 5 2 

Total ......... 37 2 1 40 24 
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No.5. See p. 2. 

A. list of ships and vessels late belonging to the British navy, captured, 
des&royed,wrec:ked, fouDdered. or accidentally burnt, during the year 1799. 

Name. Commander. How, wbeD, and where 101t. 

Gan"h!e {Wrecked, October 19, between 
98 (H) Impregnable.Jonathau Faulknor Langstone and Chichester: 

crew sal'ed. 

{
Wrecked, December 5, in Table 

64 (P) Sceptre •••••• Valentine Edwards . Bay, Cape of Good Hope: 
291 of the crew perished. 

Gun-frig. 5 Wrecked, January 7, on the 

{
(A) Apollo ...... Peter Halkett ...... ~ coast of Holland: crew saved. 

SS. 5 W reeked, December 25, on the 
" EthallOn ...... John Clarke Se8I'le ~ Penmarcks: crew saved. 

{
Wrecked, October 9, oft' the 

36 (D) Lutine ....... Lancelot Skynner. Vli&oisJand, coast of ~olland: 
crew, except two, perished. 

{
Wrecked, February I, in the 

28 (1) Proserpine ... James Wallis ...... river Elbe: crew, except ]5, 
saved. 

G.ab. lip. • 5 Wrecked, February 2, oft' Flam-

{
(T) Nautilus ..... Henry Gunter ..... ~ borough Head: crew saved. 

16 {DestroYed, October l!l, by being 
blown up in action with a 

(r) Tri1lC01lUlle ... John Rowe ........ French privateer, in the 
Straits of Babelmandel: crew 
perished. 

{ 
Foundered, exact date unknown, 

18 (l') Qre,te, ....... William Haggitt... in a hurricane in the Indian 
ocean: crew perished. 

G bg 11 {Wrecked, in September, on the . r' (6) AmtJ1'tint/ie... John Blake ......... coast of Flori":a; and many of 
the crew penshed on shore 

141 with hunger. 

{
Wrecked, January 12, in Barn-

Jt Weazle ...... HOD. Henry Grey stable Bay: crew, except the 
. purser, perished. 
G1IJI.brlg { W reeked, May 23, on the back 

{ 
.. (f) D~AmiI... Hen. Smith Wilson of the ]sle of Wight: crew 

14 saved. 

~ W reeked, exact date unknown, 
(g) Contest ...... John Ides Short... oft'the coast of Holland: crew 

saved. 

~ Captured, May 8, by a squadron 
10 (h) Fariune ...... Lewis Davis......... ofFreDChfrigates,oft'thecoasl 

, of Syria. 
GlUl"1Ch: • ~ W reeked, September 28, in the 14 (1) Foz ........... Wm. Wooldridge.. If f'. . ed. gu 0 .... exlco: crew say S Captured, exact date unknown, 
6 (n) Mwquito .... TbcHnas Whlte .... 1 ~u:o Spanish frigates, oft' 
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APPENDIX. '341 

No. 5-contim.Ied. 

Name. Commander. How, wheD, and where lost. 

',' ~ Wrecked, October 14, on the coast 
(q) Nassau ...... George Tripp.... of Holland: crew, except 42, 

Mve~ . 

"T.S. (r) Grampus ..... George Hart..... shelf, near Woolwich: crew ~ Wrecked, February, on Barking 

Mved. " 
(t) BJanche ....... John Ayscough.. S WTreckedl , Septembeedr 28, in the 

~ exe : crewMV • 

~ Wrecked, November 16, on the 
" .E.rpion ........ Jonas Rose.".... Goodwin Sands: crew MVed. 

WasAtalante. 
(w) Dame-de-Grace ........................ Captured along with Fortune. g.v. 

ABS.TRACT. 

Lost through Lost tbrough 
the enemy. accident. • 
~. " \ 

Capt. Dest. Wrecked. Foundered. Durat. Total. 

Ships of the line... ......... • .. 2 
14 

2 
19 .. under the line ...... 3 

Total ........ 3 

1 

1 16 

No. 6. See p. 3. ::; 

1 

1 

For ,he pay and maintenance during the first two lunar 
months, of 120,000 seamen, including 22,696 marines, 
and during the remaining eleven lunar months, of 
110,000 seamen, including the Mme number of marines 

" the wear and tear of ships, &c. •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
.. the ordinary expenses of the navy, including the half

pay to sea and marine officers; also the expense of 
sea-ordnance. ............ _ ............ , •••••••••••••••••• ~~ ... .... 

21 

£ I. d. 

5,437,500 0 0 
4,350,000 0 0 

1,169,439 13 li 

.. the extraordinaries; including the building and re-
pairing'of ships,- and other extra work ....... ~.~~ ...... ' '772,140' 0 () 

" the expense' ot" die transport service ........ :~:::....... 1,300,000 0 0 
_'» the mainteoanre9(pri$oDel'S of war in health........... 500,000 0 '() 

... tbe care and maintenance of siek priIoaers of war........ 90,000 0 () 

.Totalsupplies granted for the ~ice .. ~~ .•.• po£13,61t,Q79 l~ 11 
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No. 7. See p. 4. 

Paris, le 5 nivose an viii de la republique. 
Bonaparte, premier C01IIul de la repuhlique frafifaUe, a la ,maje," le roi de la 

Grande-BrettJgne et d'Irlande. 
Appele par le vmu de la nation fran~aise a occuper la premiere magis

trature de la republique, je crois convenable, en entrant en charge, d'en 
faire directement part a votre majestl. 

La guerre qui, aepuis huit ans, ravage les quatPe parties du monde, doit. 
elle etre etemelle? n'est-il donc aucun moyen de s'entendre? 

Comment les deux nations les plus eclairees de l'Europe, puissantes et 
fortes plus que ne 1'exigent leur surew et leur independance, peuvent-e1les 
sacrifier a des idees de vaine grandeur le bien du commerce, la prosperiw 
interieure, le bonheur des familles? comment ne sentent-elles pas que la paix 
est le premier des besoins comme la premiere des gloires ? 

Ces sentimens ne peuvent pas etre etrangers au cmur de votre majeste, qui 
gouveme une nation libre, et dans le seul but de la rendre heureuse. 

Votre m.ajesw ne verra dans cette ouverture que mon desir sind-re de con
tribuer efficacement, pour la seconde fois, a la pacification generale, par une 
demarche prompte, toute de confiance, et de~e de ces formes qui, neces
saires peut-etre pour deguiser la dependance iles etats faibles, ne decelent 

. dans les etats forts que le desir de se tromper. 
La France, l' Angleterre, par l'abus de leurs forces, p~vent long-temps 

encore pour le malheur de tollS les peuples, en retarder l'epuisement; mais, 
j'ose le dire, le sort de toutes les nations civilisces est attache a la fin d'une 
guerre qui embrase le monde entier. 

De votre majeste, etc. 
BoNAPARTE. 

No. S. See p. 62. 

A list of ships of the line and frigates, late belonging to the French navy, 
captured, destroyed, wrecked, foundered, or accidentally bumt, during the 
year 1800. 

GUD-thip 

80 

74 

Name, J How, when, and where lost. 

(K) GU1'llaume-Tell S Captured, March 30, by a British ...... ··· .... ·l squadron 01£ Malta. 

~ Captured, February 18, by a 
(M).Genereux..................... British squadron in the Medi; 

terranean. 
(P) Ath6nien ...................... 5 Captured, September 4. at the 
... Dego ........................... I surrender of Malta. 

~ Captured, August 5, by the . Bri-
Concorde.............. ......... Ish 64, Belliqueux, near Rio-

Janeiro, South America. 
(Z) D' ~ Captured, AU;FNt 24, by a British lBIle. ....... I........ ..... ... ... uad Mal sq ron 0 ta. 

Ca tured, August 25, bI the 
.. Vengeance...................... nritish 38-gun frigate Seine, 

_ in the Mona Passage. 
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No. 8-continued. 

349 

How, when, aDd where lost. 

GlID.frlg. . 

{
Captured, July 8, by the British 

{

(B) D&iree ..... ~..................... ~.n sloop Dart, in Dunkirk 

SS f Captured, February 6, by the 
Pallas t Loire, British frigate and other 

" ................................. vessels near the Seven Is1ands, 
coast of France. 

Ca.rtl1agenoise .................. I Cal)~:d, with the Athenien and 

{
Captured, August 5, by the Bom-

, bay-Castle, and Exeter India-
Medee ................... •.. •.•••. man, in sight of the Belliqueux 

64, and convoy. 
. { Captured, October 22. b.y the 

Venus ............................. British frigates Indefatigable 
and Fisgard, oft' Lisbon. 

28 

No Dutch ship of war as high as a 24-gun corvette, captured, &c. during 
the year 1800. 

A list of ships of the line and frigates, late belonging to the Spanish navy, 
captured, destroyed, wrecked, foundered, or accidentally burnt, during the 
year 1800. 

Name. Commander. How, whea, and where lost. 

GlID.frlg. {captured, April 7, by the Levi-

I (D)Del-Carmen .. don FraquinPorcel ath~ 74, and E.merald 36, near 
34 FI . d M IN CadIZ. The pflzes were laden 

" orentma. ... on anue orates 'th 3000 . tal f . k WI qum s 0 qUlc-
silver. 

An abstract of French, and S{l8.Ilish ships and vessels of war, captured, &c. 
dUflng the year 1800. 

• Total Total 
Lost through 
the eDemy. 
r---"---a 

Capt. Dest. 

Lost tbrough lost added 
accideDt. to the to the 

A F .&. S. Britllh 
Wrecked. Foundered, BW'Dt. navies. navy. 

Ships of the line.. Fr. 4 4- 3 

Fr' I Fr. 8 8 4-19ates............. Sp. 2 2 2 

Total. .............. 14 14 9 

No. 9. See p. 62-
A list of ships and vessels, late belonging to the British navy. captured, 

destroyed. wrecked. foundered, or accidentally burnt, during the year 1800. 
Name. Commander. How. when, and where lost. 

Gun.ship 
100 (D) Queen _ Char- ~ Lord K~ith ~ Accidentally burnt and blown 

(V.-admlral). up, March 17, oft' Leghorn; 
lotte........... Andrew Todd crew, except 167, perished. 

~ Wrecked, November 4, on a 
74 (0) Marlborough ... Thomas Sotheby sunken rock near BelIeisle : 

crew saved. 
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No. 9-continued. . ... 

Name. Commander. How, when, ... wbere lost. 

Jwrecked, Marcli 10, on a 
Gun-ahlp sunken rock 25 leagues south-
64 (P) Repulse· ....... James Alms......... east of Ushant : crew, except 

l 10, saved on the . Glenan 
Gun.frlg." islands, but made pris?ne~. 

32 "(F) Stag' Robert Winthrop • .s Wrecked, September 6, m Vlgo .............. . . 1 Bay: crew saved. 
Gunp.ship {captured, ,March 17, by her 

{

CO) Danae ......... Lord Proby......... ere,,! mutinying and carrying 
her mto Brest. 

20 . {Wrecked, exact(!ate unknown, 
(P) Cormorant ...... COurtney Boyle... on the coast of E~t: erew 

saved, but made prISoners by 
the French. 

O.sh.slp. {Wrecked, Jammry 26, near l($) Brazen ......... James Hanson.... Brighto!l: crew, e::::cept one 
. man, perished. 

:: . • Foundered, Octob~r 9, after 
18 "Ckance ............. George S. Stovm { upsetting on her besm-ends: 

crew, except 25, perished. 

{
FOUndered, May 16 or 17, as 

Tromperue ....... Parker Robinson is supp~, having .parted 
" company m a gale m the 

Channel: crew ped .hd. 

{
Wrecked, November fI, in St. 

{
(T) Havick ............ Phil.Bartholomew Alban's bay Jersey. crew 

16 saved. 
. ' • {FOUndered, in October, in the 

(U) Martm ......... Hon.Mat.St.-Clair North ~e~ as is supposed: 
, crew perls.leO .. 

(X) ,,,. J hn Ra S Foundered, at the same time as 
14 RalUCur ......... 0 ynor· ...... l the 7Tom~e. 

G. bg. sip. { Wrecked, m ~eptembe", on a 

{
(Z) Diligence ...... C.B.HodgsonRoss small island near Havana. 

18 . crew saved. 
. H d W J T d S Wrecked, September 26, near 

" oun ......... • as. urquan l Shetland: crew perished. 
. {'Captured, November 23, by her 

14 (b) AlbanaiBe ......... Fran. Newcombe . crew mutinying and carrying 
. her into Malaga. 

{
(e) Comet .......... Thomas Leef ...... }DestroYed, July 7, in Dunkirk 

F.S. .. Falco~ ............ H. Samuel Butt... roads, in attempting to burn 
" ROIano ........ .,. .. James Carthew.... some French frigates. 
.. Wasp .... ,._ ..... John Edwards ..... 

Gun.briJ • '. . ' {wrecked, January 5, on Yar-
12 (g) MastiJf~ .... Jairies Watson ... mouth sands: crew, except 

eight, saved. 
( ) W th C Ra S Wrecked, January 21, on the 

{ 
r eymou .... Ambrose ro D l Bar of Lisbofl: crew sa"ed. 

"I'.S. {Wrecked, August .10, in the 
. (s) Dromedary •••• Benj. W. Tarlor Bocca, near the island of 

Trinidad : erew BaTed. 

Digitized by Google 



APPENDIX. SOl 

ABSTRACT. 

Lost tbroaitla LoIt tbrough 
the enemy. accldeDt. 

,........-JI.-- " 
Capt. Dest. Wrecked. Poandered. Burnt: Total. 

Ships of the line...... ••• • •• 
D under the line..... 2 

Total......... 2 

4, 

4, 

2 
9 

11 

No. 10. See p. 68. 

4, 

4, 

For the pay and maintenance of 97,804 seamen and 22,696 
marines for three lunar months, and of 105,000 seamen 
and 80,000 marines, for the remaining ten lunar months 

" the wear an.d tear of ships, &c •.•.•••••••••••••••.•••••••••• 
.. the ordinary' expenses of the navy, including the half-

~~n:~:a.~~.~~.~.~~~~~.: .. ~~.~~~.~~~~~~.~~~.: 
.. the extraordinaries; including the building and re-

pairing of ships, and other extra work. .................... .. 
" the expense of the transport-service .................... . 
.. the care and maintenance of prisoners of war ........... . 

I 

1 

£ 

6,412,500 

3 
19 

22 

I. 

0 
5,850,000 0 

1,269,918 5 

988,900 0 
1,920,718 14 

190,000 0 

d. 

0 
0 

8 

0 
6 
0 

Total supplies granted for the sea-service ......... £ 16,577,087 0 2 

No. lI. See p. 112. 

Je proposai de conduire l'armEle navale de la republique a Lisbonne, de 
mouilIer l'armee devant cette capitale, a une ponee de fusil de la ville et du 
palais du roi; de la faire preceder par une fregate parlementaire, qui annon
~erait que l'armee de la republique ne vient pas pour nuire aux Portugais, 
quoiqu'allies et esclaves de l' Angleterre; mais qu'elle vient pour exiger que 
tous les magasins et vaisseaux anglais lui soient lines sur-Ie-champ, sous 
peine de raser la ville de fond en comble. Cette operation procurait a la 
France 200 millions en numeraire ou en marchandises anglaises ; I' Angleterre 
recevait un echec terrible, qui y causait et des banqueroutes et uhe desolation 
generale. Notre armee, sans etre fatiguee de la mer, revenait a Brest, 
combIee de richesses, couverte de gloire, et la France etonnait encore 
I'Europe par un nouveau triomphe.-Relation de, Combatl, etc. par Kergue1en. 
p.878. 

Digitized by Google 



352 APPENDIX. 

No. 12. See p. '131 

A quatre heures du matin, il aper~ut dans ses eaux quatre bAtimeus, qu'il 
reconnut pour ennemis: c'etait en effet une partie de l'escadre anglaise: le 
Cesar, monte par l'amiral Saumarez, le Venerable, le Superbe et la tre~te la 
Tamise. Le brave Troude se disposa au combat et renfo~a ses battenes par 
les hommes des gaillards. 11 fut joint d'abord par le Venerable et la Tamise: 
le premier envoya sa voIce par la hanche de babord, et le Formidable arriva 
pour serrer cet adversaire au feu: le combat le plus vif s'engagea vergue a 
vergue, et souvent a longueur d'ecouvillon. Le capitaine fran~s ordonna 
de mettre jusqu'a trois boulets dans chaque canon. La Tamise le battait en 
poupe; mais ses canons de retraite ripostaient a ce feu. Les deux autres 
vaisseaux ennemis arrivererit successivement, et, ne pouvant doubler le For
midable au vent, ils prirent position par sa hanche de babord. Les premieres 
voIees du vaisseau fran~ais dematerent le Venerable de son perroquet de 
fougue, et bientOt apres de son grand mat: l'anglais laissa arriver; mais 
Troude le suivit dans ce mouvement pour le battre en poupe, en meme temps 
qu'il faisait canonner le Cesar. qui, se trouvant de l'avant du Venerable, ne 
pouvait riposter: pas un boulet fran~ n'etait perdu. Dans cette position, 
le Venerable perdit encore son mat de misaine. Troude fit diriger ensuite 
tout son feu sur le Cesar, le serrant le plus pres possible; apres demi-heure 
d'engagement, quoique ranglais, qui avait toutes ses voiles, depassat le For
midable, et for~at celui-ci a manceuvrer pour le tenir par son travers, le Cesar 
abandonna la partie, arriva en desordre, prit les amures a babord, et rejoignit 
le Venerable, auquella Tamise portait des secours. 11 restait encore a com
battre le Superbe, qui etait par lajoue de babord du vaisseau fran~; mais 
l'an~lais laissa arriver, passa sous le vent au Formidable, hors de pottee, et 
.rejOlgnit les autres batimens. A sept heures du matin, le capitaine Troude 
etait maltre du champ de bataille. Il fit monter dans les batteries le reste 
des boulets, qui pouvaient lui mire tenir encore une heure de combat, rafraI'
chir le vaillant equipage qui l'avait si bien seconde, et reparer son greement ; 
ses voiles etaient en lambeaux; la brise de terre avait cesse, et il se trouvait 
en calme, a portee de canon de l'escadre ennemie, dont les embarcations 
etaient alors occupees a secourir le Venerable. Ce vaisseau avait encore 
demaw de son mat d'artimon, et les courans le portaient a la cOte. A dix 
heures, le vent ayant fraichi, la Tamise essaya de prendre ce meme vaisseau 
a la remorque; mais, ne pouvant se relever, il fut s'echouer entre l'ile de 
Leon et la pointe Saint-Roch, a deux ou trois lieues de Cadix.-rlCtoWr et 
C01Iqu2tes, tome xiv., p. 168. 
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No. 18. See p. 168. 

A list of ships of the line and frigates, late belonging to the French navy, 
captured, destroyed, wrecked, foundered, or accidentally bumt, during thti 
year ISO 1. 

Name. Bow, whea, u4 whwelmt. 

GUD .. hlp ~ Captured, July 12, by squadron 
74: (N) Saint-Antoine .................. of Sir James Saumarez, Straits 

of Gibraltar. 
C 

{
Captured, September 2, by a 

64 ••• ausse..... ........................ combined British and Turkish 
GDtt'(W) E . force at the capitulation of gyptienne ..................... Alexandria. • 

{
(Z) Mricaine •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

40 ••• Justice ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Captured, February 19, by the 
British frigate Phcebe, ltlediter-
ranean. 

Captured, with Egyptienne, and 
transferred to the Turks. 

Captured, August 3, by a aqua-
88 (B) Carrere........................... dron of British frigates, Medi. 

terranean. 

{
Destroyed by being driven on 

shore, September 2, by a squa-
... Bravoure .............................. dron of British frigates oft' 

Vado. 
. ~ Captured, August 19, by the 

36 (D) Chift'onne.......................... British frigate Sibylle, at the 
Seychelles. 

~ Captured, February 5, by a squa-
" Dedaigneuse ............. ......... dron of British frigates, oft' the 

coast of Portugal ................ :. 
" R¥n~ree........................ Captured with the Egyptienne. 

~ 
Captured, September 2, by a 

{
(H) Succ2,............................ sq~n of British frigates, 

32 Mediterranean. 
... Name unknown ............... C tU ed ·th E t' 
••• Ditto ....... 1 ••• ......... ......... ap r Wl gyp lenne. 

TOL. Ill. 
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No. 14. See p. 163. 

A list of ships or the Dne and frigates, late belon~ng to the Spanish Da'!Y 
captured, destroyed, wrecked, foundered, or accIdentally burnt, during die 
year 1801. 

Name. Bow, when,ad where lost. 

Gon.abIp 

112 { ::: 
Real-Carlos •••• :. •••••• ......... a ~ritish S9uadron in the {

Destroyed, July 12, by being _ 
on fire in an engagement with 

San-Henneneglldo............. StraIts of GIbraltar; and the 
greater part of the two crews 
perished. 

Gon..frl&,. {Destroyed, by sinking oft' the 
84 ••• ' PerJa... ••• •••••• •••••• ••• •••• ••••• Bar1?&l"!d ~asthet, from damage 

receIve In lIIJme engage-
ment. 

Gon.xebee ~ Captured, May 6. by the British 
80 •.. Gamo............................. 14-gun brig Speedy, near Bar-

celona. 

No. 15. See p. 163. 

A list of ships of the line late belonging to the Danish navy, captured, 
destroyed, wrecked, foundered, or accidentally burnt, during the year 1801. 

Name. BOW', ,..heD, ad where Jolt. 

74 ... Zealand ........................... Parker's fleet, oft' Copenhagen. 
GIm-ellIp {captured, April 2, by Admiral 

64 (P) Holstein.......................... The Zealand was afterwards 
destroyed. 

These are the only yeaaels of the IS taken, sunk, and destroyed oft' Copen
hagen, that can be considered as ships of war: the remainder were mere 
floating batteries. 

An abstract of French, Spanish, and Danish ships of the line and frigates, 
captured, &c., during the year 1801. 

Lost throu&,h Lost throu&,h 
the enemy. accident. 
~, ,. , 
Vapt. Deat. Wrecked. Foundered. Burnt. 

r 2 ... 
Ships of the line Sp. 2 

Da. 2 
Frigates........... Fr. 10 1 

Sp. 1 1 

Total .................. 15 4 

Total Total 
lost to added. 

the to the 
P.S.&.D. Britlm 
uane... navy. 

2 1 
2 
2 1 

11 7 
2 

19 9 

Digitized by Google 



APPENDIX. 

No. 16. See p.16S •. 

A list of ships and vessels late belonging to the British navy. captured. de-, 
stroyed, wrecked. foundered, or accidentally burnt. during the year 1801. 

Name. Commander. How, when. and where 10.1:. 

~1I •• hlp ~ Captured, July 5, by a French 
(0 )Hanwbal ..... Solomon }<'erris.... squadron. under the batteries 

of AIgesims, Gibraltar bay. 

I . 'bl S Tho.Totty(R...adm.) borough Sand, near YamlOuth: {
Wrecked, March 16. on Has-

14- "nVIDCI e ~ John Rennie, Capt. crew, except about 126, pe-
rished. 

J Captured, June 24, by a French 
S ..... , B . . Ha11 II ~uadron, under Rear-adini-

" wI .. ",ure ..... enJamm owe l Gant Med" ft eaume, h ... rra-
nean. 

(J\UI.fri&'. ~ Wrecked, in June, in Jcdda 
44 (W) Forle .......... Lucius Hardyman harbour, Red Sea: crew 

saved. 

(B) J H J M a sunken rock in the bay of {
Wrecked. July 21, by striking on 

~6 ason......... on. ames urray St.-Malo: ,crew saved, but 
made prisoners. 

() , ing on a sunken lOCk off' the {
Wrecked. September 4, by strik-

r 
G Pro.Ugte ...... George Fowke.. island of St.-Martin, West 

, Indies: crew saved. 

~ Wrecked, August lI, on the 
(H) Lowestolfe ... Robert Plampin. is}and of Heneiiga, West In-

321 dies: crew saved. 

~ Wrecked, June 9, on the Trj. 
.. Meleager .. Hon. T.BladenCapel angles in the Gulf of Mexico: 

crew saved. 

Success ......... Shuldham Peard FreI?ch squadron under ~ear-{
Captured, February 13, by a 

.. admiral Ganteaume. Mediter-
ranean. 

G. p. ship ~ Foundered, as is supposed, exact 
20 (0) Bahet ... .,JemmettMainwaring date unkn:>wn. in the West 

Indies: crew perished. 

{
Wrecked, exact date unknown, 

Ltgere ...... Comelius Quinton n~ Carthagena, South Ame-
flca: crew saved, but made 
prisoners. 

Bonetta ..... Thomas New ....... ! Wreck~d, Cctober 25, on the 
Jardmes, Cuba: crew saved. 

Wrecked, March 25, on the Shin-
Scout ........ Henry Duncan..... "Ies, west end of the Isle oC 

Wight: srew saved. 

G. sh .. 81p. l(R) 

18 (:) 

2 A. 2 
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No. 16-contim1ed. 

Bow, whell, ad 'Wherelcst. 

o. bc· alp. upsetting in a gale on passage {
FOUndered. in November, by 

16 (a) Utile ......... Edw.lekyl Canes. frOm Gibraltar.to Malta: 
crew perished. 

{
Captured, in June, by a French 

13 (b) Speedy....... Lord Cochrane ,.. !<J.~ron under Rear-admiral 
LmOls. 

:Bb. (d) Bull-clog ..... Barrington Dacres co~ ha~ng ~nte.red unap-{
Captured, February 27, at An-

pnzed of Its bemg m the p0s-
session of the French. 

• . . ~ Captured, January 29, by Rear-
F;S. (e) Incendiary .... Rlch.Dalling Dunn admiral Ganteaume, Meditel'-

ranean. 
o bri {captured, March 23, under the 

\Ulo g • Swedish fert of Warberg. 12 (g) .:Blazer .......... John Tiller ........... Bal . b _4 ___ -"_ 
tic ; ut Dl..,..W....... re-

stored. 

10 (h) Requin .......... Samuel Forvell ..... French coast near Quiberon ~ {
Wrecked, January 1, on the 

crew saved, but about 20 were' 
made prisoners. 

G. M. • ~ Captured, February 10, by Real'-
12 (k) SpnghtIy ..... Robert Jump ........ admiral Ganteaume, Mediter-

ranean. 

{
Accidentally burnt, in July, at 

T.S. (t) Ipbigenia .... Hassard Stackpole Alexandria, Mediterranean: 
crew saved. 

ABSTRACT, 

JAlst through Lost through 
the enemy. accldent. 

"......-A---. , " , 
Capt. DeIt. Wrecked. FOUDdered. Burnt. TotaL 

Ships or the line ............... ,.. ••• 2 
.. under the line ................. 6 

Total......... 8 ... 
1 
9 

10 

2 

2 

1 

I 
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No. 17. See p. 164. 

For the pay and maintenance of 100,000 seamen and 
30,000 marines, for five lunar months. of 70.000 
seamen, and 18,000 marines, for one lunar month. 
and of 56,000 seamen, and 14,000 marines, for the 
remaining seven lunar months ........................ .. 

" the wear and tear of ships, &c. • ......................... . 
" the ordinary expenses of the navy, including the half

pay to sea and marine officers; also the expense of 
sea-ordnance ....•.•..•..•••••••.•••.••••••.•••..••.••.••••.• 

" the extraordinaries; including the building and re-
pairing of ships, and other extra work .............. . 

.. the expense of the transport-service, and maintenance 
of prisoners of war in health .......................... . 

" the care and maintenance of sick prisoners of war .. . 
.. an increase of half-pay to the commissioned, and of 

additional pay to the warrant, officers of the navy, 
for six months, commencing 1st July ................ . 

357' 

£ .. d. 

4,601,000 0 0 
3,684,000 0 0 

1,365,524 17 5 

773,500 0 0 

1,321,545 15 I 
58,000 0 0 

30,000 0 0 
------

Total supplies granu:d for the sea-service ... £11,833,570 12 6 

No. 17 hU., See p. 165. 

RECAPITULATORY ABSTRACT •. , 

Showing the number of French, Dutch, Spanish, and Danish ships of the line 
and frigates, captured, destroyed, wrecked, foundered, and accidentalz bum~ 
during the war commencing in February, 1793, and ending in ctober. 
1801 ; also the number of captured ships added to the British navy during 
the same period. 

Lost through' Lost through Total Tot&. 
loatto added the enemy. accident. the to th! 

~. 11 , F .D.8,&:»&. lIritla1l 
Capt. Dest. Wrecked,. Foundered. lIurnt. navies. navy. 

r 34 11 5 4 1 55 28 

Ships of the line ~p~' 18 18 17 
5 5 10 4 

.pa. 2 2t 1 

-' Total ........... is 16 5 4 1 84 50 

{Fr. 82 14 4 2 102 62 
Frigates ......... Du. 33 33 25 

Sp. 11 4 15 7 

Grand Total 184 34 9 6 1 234 144 , 
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No. 18. See p. 166. 

RECAPITULATORY ABSTRACT, 

Showing the number of British ships and vessels of war captured, destroyed. 
wrecked, foundered, or accidentally burnt, during the war commencing in 
February, 1793, and ending in October, 1801 J with the foundered ves
sels divided into British and foreign built. 

:r.o.t tbrouCIl Lost tbrouCIl 
the eDemy. accideDt. 
~. " , 
Capt. Deat. Wrecked. P01UIdered. DIIJ'Ilt. TQtIl • .. 

• Dr •• bullt. Por.·buIlt. 

9 6 Ships of the line...... ••• ••• 5 
" under the line ....... 87 9 

9 

78 8 14 " 

20 
145 

Total .•.•.•••••••••••• 42 82 8 14 10 165 

Of the ei~ht foundered British-built vessels. one. the Malabar, had been 
an East-Indlaman. Seven of the others were sloops, the largest of which did 
Dot exceed 324 tons; and it is even doubtful whether three of those were 
Dot. wrt!cIted. The remaining vessel was the Leda frigate; which vessel, 
according to one account, upset in a heavy squall, according to another 
account, struck on a sunken rock, and, according to a third, filled in con
sequence of having her side stove by some of her guns that had broken loose 
in a severe gale of wind: in fact, the fate of the Leda is still involved in 
mystery. 

No. 19. See p. 174. 

A list of ships and vessels late belonging to the British navy. wrecked, 
, foundered. or accidentally bUrnt, during the year 1&02. 

Name. CommlUlder. 

Gaa-Bhip 

DO (T) Assistance ... Richard Lee.M." 
G. 1Ih. lip. 

18 (S) Scout .......... Henry Duncan .. 

14. (W) Fly ............ ThOmas Duval .. . 

"J'.S. (t) ~ ....... Robert Sauce .. .. 

How, when, aDd where loet. 

Wrecked. March 29, between 
Dunkerque and Gravel.U1es: 
crew saved. 

Foundered, exact date unknoYD,. 
oft' coast of Newfoundland: 
crews perished. 

Wrecked. March 2, on a quick
sand oft' Ceylon: crew saved. 

ABSTRACT. 

'Wreeked. 

Slips under the line .... · ......... :2" 
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No. 20. See p.175. 

For the pay and maintenance of 38,000 seamen, and 
12,000 marines, for two lunar months, commencing 
January I, of 45,600 seamen, and 14,400 marines, 
for four lunar months, commencing February 26, and 
of 77,600 seamen, and 22,400 marines. for seven 

£ I. d. 

lunar months, commencing June 12 ................... . 
" the wear and tear or ships, &c. ............................ . 

3,900,000 0 0 
3,120,000 0 0 

.. the ordinary expenses of the navy, including, half-pay 
to sea and marine officers; also the expense of sea-
ordnalJ.ce ••••••••••• I •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ;......... 1,488,288 13 1 

" the extraordinaries, including the building and re-
pairingofahips and other extra work...................... 901,140 0 0 

" the expense of the transport-service, and maintenance 
of prisoners of war, in health and sickness...... ...... 802,000 0 0 

Total supplies granted for the lea-service .......... £10,211.378 13 1 

No. 21. See p. 176. 

French line-of-battle force in March, 1803. 
No. 

.. -- of the Seheldt .... S 
Ordered to be built from Dutch NAlf'Ra ...... ......... !I { 

FLV8BING,andshores ~ 5 

mode. at .... •••••••••••••••••• ••••• BoBD •• VS ••••••••••• 1 
MABBBILtBa .... ...... 1 
OITBXDB ............. I 

S afloat. repaired or repairing ........................ 18 
l building and nearly ready............................... 3 

LoJUB1n'. building, S nearly read.y ................................ . 
lordelecl ........................................... . 

3 
B 

SAI1'fT-MALo, ordered 

RoCBEFOBT, building, 
............................ ,. ............................... . 
S nearly ready ................................ . 
~ ord.ered ......................................... . 

8 
8 

TOVLON. S aftbuOll.tildin:· ............ • ........ • ........ • .. • .. • .. • .. • .... • ...... • .. ···.. 8 1 -. S nearly read.y .................................. 11 
l orcleied. .......................................... I -a.MO" ordered. ... , ................................................. ~ ........ ." .. . 

11'1 IBA. ................ ~ ....................... It., ......... t6 ........ , ....... , ......... . 

No. 

10 

11 

I) 

1 

6 

18 
1 

10 ' -Total 86 
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No. 22. See p. 176. 

Instruction particuli~re du premier Consul au ~nt;ral de division Decaen, 
capitaine-gent!ral des etablissemens franyais au delA du cap de Bonne
Esperance. 

Paris, fcvrier 1803. 
Independamment des instructions gt;ncrales que le ministre donnera au 

capitaine-general des possessions franyaises dans les lodes, et a l'amiral, I'un 
et l'autre auront des instructions d'un ordre superieur, lesquelles seront signee. 
par le premier consul. 

Il faudra donc oter des deux instructions ci-jointes tout ce qui a rapport a 
la haute politique et a la direction des forces militaires; ce qui se 
reduit a. retrancher qllelqUt'S p~phes. Les instructions particulieres 
seraient redigees ainsi :-" Le mIDistre de la marine a du remettre au 
capitaine-~neral des instructions sur I'administration et les differens droits 
et prerogatives dont nos etablissemens et notre commerce doivent jouir aux 
Indes; mais le premier consul a cru devoir signer lui-mt!me toutes les in
structions servant de base a la direction politique et militaire. Le capitaine
general arrivera dans un pays ou nos rivaux dominent, mais ou iIs pesent aussi 
sur tous les peuples de ces vastes con trees. II doit donc s'attacher a ne leur 
donner aucun sUJet d'alarme, aucun sujet de querelle, et a dissimuler le plus 
possible. Il doit s'en tenir aux relations indispensables pour la suret.e et l'ap
provisionnement de nos etablissemens, et dans les relations qu'il aura avee 
les peuples ou les ~rinces qui supportent le plus impatiemment le joug 
anslais, II s'etudiera a ne mettre aucune affectation, a ne leur donner aucune 
inquietude. lIs sont les tyrans des Indes; i1s y sont inquiets et jaloux, il 
faut s'y comporter avec douceur, dissimulation et simplicite • 

.. SIX mois apres son arrivee aux Indes, le capitaine-~neral expediera en 
France, porteur de ses depeches, un des officiers ayant re plus sa confiance, 
pour faire connaitre en grand detail tout ce qu'i1 a connu de la force, situation 
et disposition d'esprit des differens pellples des Indes, ainsi que de la force et 
de la situation des differens etablissemens anglais. II fera connaitre ses vues 
et les esperances qll'il aurait de trouver de I'appui en cas de guerre, pour 
pouvoir se maintenir dans le presqu'ile, en faisant connaltre la quantite et 
qualite de troupes, d'armemens et d'approvisionnemens dont il aumit besoin 
pour nourrir la guerre pendant plusieurs campagnes au centre des Indes. 11 
doit porter la plus grande attention dans toutes les phrases de son Memoire. 
parce que toutes seront pesCes et pollrront servir a decider, dans des circon
stances imprevues, la marche et la politiqlle du gouvemement. Pour nourrir 
la guerre aux Indes plusieurs campagnes, il faut raisonner dans l'hypotbese 
que nous ne serions pas maitres des mers, et que nous aurions a esr.erer peu 
de secours considerables. II paraltrait difficile qu'avec un corps d armee on 
put long-temps resister aux forces considerables que peuvent op~er les 
Anglais, sans alliances et sans une place servant de point d'appui, ou daus un 
cas extreme OD po.t capituler et se trouver encore maitre de s~ faire transpor
ter en France ou a I'Ile-de-France avec armes et bagages, sans etre prlsomuers. 
et ians compromettre l'honneur et un corps considerable de Franyais. 

Un point d'appui doit avoir le caracrere d'etre fortifie, et d'avoir une rade 
ou un port ou des fregates ou des vaisseaux de commerce soient a l'abri d'une 
force superieure. QueUe que soit la nation a laqueUe a{'partienne cette 
place, portugaise, hollandaise, ~ou anglaise, le premier proJet parait devoir 
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tendre a s'en emparer des les I?remiers mois, en calculant sur l'eifet de 1'811-
rivee d'une force europeenne mattendue et incalculee. A prea avoir fait un 
plan d'alliance et de guerre avec une force demandee, iJ faudrait etablir ce que 
c:roimit devoir faire le capitaine-glneral, si, au lieu de cette force, on ne lui en 
envoyait que la moitie. Apm avoir pense aux alliances et a un point d'appui. 
les objets qui interessent le plus une armee dans une campagne, sont les vivres 
et les munitions de guerre, objets 'Jue le capitain~neral tmitera ep1ement 
dans le plus grand detail. Six mOls apm cet envOi, le capitaine-generaI, clans 
un nouveau Memoire, tmitem les memes questions, en yajoutant les nouvelles 
c:onnaissances qu'iJ aura pu acquerir • 

.. Ainsi, iJ sem etabli que tous les six mois le capitaine-~neraI enverm en 
France des officiers sars, des Memoires tmitant toujours les memes questions. 
et confirmant, moditiant ou contre-disant les idees des Memoires precedens. 
Si la guerre venait a se declarer entre la France et l' Angleterre avant le 1 er 
vendemiaire an XIII, et que le capitaine-general en rut provenu avant de re
cevoir les ordres gouvemement, il a carte blanche, est autorisc a se reployer 
sur rIle-de-France et le Cap, ou a rester dans la presqu'ile, selon les circon
stances ou il se trouvera, et les esperances qu'il pourmit concevoir, sans cepen
dant exposer notre corps de troupes a une capitulation honteuse, et nos armes 
a jouer un role qui ajoutemit It notre discredit aux Indes, et sans diminuer. 
par l'aneantissement de nos forces, la resistance que peut presenter l'Ile-de
Fmnce en s'y reployant. On ne con~oit pas aujourd'hui que nous puissions 
avoir la guerre avec l' Angleterre, sans y entminer la Hollande. Un des pre
miers soins du capitaine-~neral sem de s'assurer de la sitdation des etablisse
mens hollandais, portugais, espagnols, et des ressources qu'ils pourraient 
offioir. 

" La mission du capitaine-general est d'abord une mission d'observation 
sous les mpports politique et militaire, avec le peu de forces qu'il mfme et 
une occupation de comptoirs pour notre commerce; mais la, premier consul. ' 
bien instruit par lui et par l'execution ponctuelle des instructions qui prece
dent, pourm peut-tltre le mettre a meme d'acquerir un jour la grande gloire 
qui prolonge la memoire des hommes au-dela de la duree des si~cles." -Pruv ' 
-del Eflfflemem, tome xi., p. 189. ,'> 
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No. 23. See p. 214. 

A list of ships of the line and frigates, late belonging to the French navy. 
captured, destroyed. wrecked, foundered, or accidentally burnt, during the 
year 1803. 

Name. Bow, wben, IlIId wbere lollt. 

OaD .. blp {captUred, July 25, by the Belle-
74 (M) Duquesne .......................... rophon and Vangu8rd 741, and 

othen, oft' St. Domingo. 
GlIDofrlg. {captured, July I, by a British 

{

(z) Creole .................................. squadron under Captain Henry 
W. Bayntun, oft' 81. Domingo. 

40 {captured, November 30, by a Bri. 
" Clori~de •••• H .... '.................... tish squadron, under Captain 
" 8urvediante •• M..................... John Loring, at the surrender 
" Vertu ........................... of Cape Fran~, St. Domin~. 

0.. (D) F chi {Capture(i, May 28, by a British ou J'8D. se •.......•...•....... e.. uad' tb Channel sq ronm e • 

{
Captured, May 28, by the lOO-gun 

82 (H) Em6tut:rMMt ..................... ship Victory. on passage to 
Gibraltar. 

{
Destroyed, November 27, by her 

1>8 'b_V' own crew. after having been 
~ t).DlUonnatse ... ..................... chased on shore near Cape Fi-

nisterre by the Ardent 64. 

No Dutch ship of war above an IS-gun corvette captured, &c. in 1803. 

An abstract of French ships of the line and frigates captured, &c. during the 
year 1803. 

LDat througb Loet tbroap 
the eDemy. accldeat. 
,..--A--.. , A , 

Capt. Deat. Wrecked. Foundered. Burnt. 

Ships of the line ......... 1 
Frigates ....................... 6 

Total .... 7 

1 

1 

Total 
l~tto 

the 
Frencb 
D&Ty. 

1 
7 

8 

. ,} I !. I 
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No. 24. See p. 214. 

A list of ships and vessels, late belonging to the British navy, captured 
destroyed, wrecked, foundered, or accidentally burnt, during the year 1808. 

Name. Commander. How, whea. Uld when lost. 

OIIn.frIg. {CaPtUred, July 2, after having 

feZ) M"merve ... Jahleel B ton.. run aground near Cherbou1'l; ~ 
reo. crew saved, but made pn-

381 soners. 

~ Wrecked, in the night of June 5. 
» Seine ....... David Milne ..... onasand-bankneartheTexel: 

crew saved. 

{(
m R . H P Woo h S Wrecked, May 81. on Cape St. 
"'J e&lstance on.. e ouse ~ Vincent: crew saved. 

36 {wrecked inagale, December 16. 
under the batteries near Cape 

, Shann Ed. L la Hogue: crew saved, but 
» on .. eveso~ Gower made prisoners. Hull of the 

ship destroyed by the Merlln's 
boats. 

{
Wrecked, November 16, on the 

28 (1) Circe Charl F'eldi Lemon and Ower, North Sea. ........ es 1 ng in chase of an enemy: crew 
• saved. 

Gllllp.1IbIp {Wrecked, NOYeIIlber, off' Cape , {(N) GarImuJ. ... Frederick Cottrell ~ St. DomiDgo: crew 

22 {Wrecked, March 26, on a sun-
DUerminee Alexander Becher ken rock off' the island of 

» Jerser: crew and passengers 
Oft-Bb. alp. (soldiers) saved, except 19. 

18 (S) Surinam ..... Robert Tucker S Captured by the Dutch, at the 
... ~ island of Cu~ 

{
FOUndered, August, by being 

16 (T) Calypso ... William Venour run down in a file, by one of 
a convoy commg from Ja
maica: crew peritbed. 

14 (X) Avenger _. Frs.Jacbon Snell S Foundered, December, off the 
l Weser: crew saved. 

a. h..... {Wrecked, December 15, in & 
16 (a> ~ .. GeorpHeatbcote tale off' Spike is1aDcI. Cork 

Iiarbour I crew MVecl. r Wrecked, December']. OD the 
GtID.1IrIc Isles cle Choler. ud buD 

liB (S> Grappler ... A,W8DtDerTholDlll d~ by tfte Frucb: 
cnnr tavell, bat ... pr(. 
lOOeIII. 

e-Ieh. {Captured. Auguat, by • 1Iq~ 
18 ,(t) Redbridge. GeorpLempriere dron of FreDeh ftoiptel, MU' 
, , TouloD. 

{
Wrecked, Au ... 17, •• ...., 

S8. (r) PorpoIIe... BoheR Fowler ... of coral in die Pacific Ocean : 
.. crew saved. 
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No.~. 

ABSTRACT. 

Lost tbroagh 
tbeenemy. 

Lost tbroagh 
accident. 

• ..,-___ ...J<.. 

Capt. Dest. Wrecked. Founderecl. Burnt. ,Total. 

Ships of the lint'! ...... . 
.. under the line ••••• 

Total •••• 

3 

3 

9 

9 

No. 25. See p. 215. 

2 

2 

For the pay and maintenance of 78,000 seamen and 
22,000 marines. • • •• •••••••• 

" the wear and tear of ships, &c.. • • • • • • • 
" the ordinary expenses of the navy, including the half-

~:In::a.an~ ~ne.o~ce~ l. ~ ~e.ex:e~~f~: 
.. the extraordinaries l including the building and re

pairing of ships, and other extra work • • • • • • 
.. the expense of the transport-service, and the mainten

ance of prisoners of war, in health and sickness • • • 

". increasing the naval defence of the country • 

14 

14: 

£ I. d. 
4,875,000 0 0 
3,900,000 0 0 

1,345,670 9 9 

948,520 0 0 

971,415 17 9 

310,000 0 0 

Total supplies granted for the sea-service £ 12,350,606 7' 6 

General, 

No. 26. See p. 238. 

Abord du Bucentaure en rade du Toulon. 
le 26 prairial, an 12. 

J'ai l'honneur de vous rendre compte de la sortie de toute l'escadre a mes 
ordres. Sur l'avis que j'avais re~u que plusieurs corsairs anglais infestaient la 
cOte et les lIes d'Hieres, je donnai l'ordre, il ya trois jours, aux fregates l'In
corruptible et la Syrene, et le brick le Furet, de ce rendre dans la baitt 
d'Hieres. Le vents d'est les ayant contrariees, ellt'S mouillerent sous le clu\. 
teau de Porqueroles. Hier matin, les ennemis en eurent connaissance. VelS 
midi, ils detacherent deux fregates et un vaisseau, qui entrerent par la grande 
passe, .dans I'intention de couper la retraite a nos fregates. Du moment oIl!. 
Je m'aper~us de sa mana!uvre, je fis signal d'appareiller a toute l'escadre; ce 
sui fut execute. En ,14 minutes, tout etait sous voiles, et je fis porter sur 
1 ennemi pour lui couper le chemin de la petite~, et dans le dessein de 
I'y suivre s'il avait tente d'y passer l mais l'amlral anglais ne tarda pas ~ 
l'enoncer a son projet, rappela son vaisseau et ses deux fregates engages clans 
I'nes, et prit cbasse. Je I'ai poursuivi jusqu'a la nuit: il courait an sud-est. 
uunatin, au jour, je n'en ai eu aucune connaissance. 

Je voua salue-avec respect. . 
LA TOUCHE-TuvILur. 
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No. 27. See p.249 • 

.. Si 'la contenance des ennemis pendant le jour n'avait ete qu'une ruse 
ayant pour but de nous en im~r, pour cacher leur faiblesse, ils auraient pu 
~:!ter de l'obscurite de la nUlt pour tenter de nous derober leur marche, et 

cette occasion je pus profiter avec avantage de leur manreuvres. Mais 
je pus bientot me convaincre que cette securite n'avait point ete simulee; 
trois de leurs vaisseaux eurent constamment leurs feux allumees, et la flotte 
conserva la panne tout la nuit, en se tenant bien ralliee. Cette position me 
facilita les moyens de lui gagner le vent et de l'observer de pres." 

No. 28. See p. 2.50 • 

.. Le vaisseau ennemi le plus avance (the Royal George) ayant eprouve 
quelques avaries, laissa arriver; mais, soutenu par ceux qui la suivalent, il 
preta de nouveau cote, et fit, ainsi que les autres bitimens, un feu tres-nourri. 
Les vaisseaux qui avaient vire se reunirent a ceux qui nous combattaient, et 
trois de ceux qui avaient des premiers pris part a l'action, manreuvraient pour 
nous doubler a l'arri~re, taDdis que le reste de la flotte, se couvrant de voile, 
et laissant arriver, annon~ait le projet de nous envelopper. Les ennemis, pal" 
cette manreuvre, auraient rendu ma position tr~s-dangereuse; la superiorite 
de leurs forces etait reconnue, et je n'avais plus iI. deliberer sur le parti que 
je devais prendre pour eviter les suites funestes d'un engagement inegal; 
profitant de la fumee qui m'enveloppait, je virai lof.pour-Iof pour venir sur 
babord, et courant a l'est-nord-est, je m'eloignai de l'ennemi, qui continua 4 
poursuivre la division jusqu'a trois heures, en lui envoyant plusieurs bordees 
sans eifet. " 

No. 29. See p. 297. 

A list of ships of the line and frigates late belonging to the Dutch navy, cap
tured, destroyed, wrecked, foundered, or accidentally burnt, during die 
year 1804. 

'Kame. 

Go·frill" 

82 (G) Proserpine • 

How, whea, aDd where loet. 

S Captured, May 4, at the surrender or 
~ Surinam to the British. , 

, 'No French ship of the line or frigate captured, &C. in 1804. 
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No. 80. See p. 291. 

A list of ships of the line and frigates 1ate belonging to the Spanish nsvy. 
captured, destroyed, wrecked, foundered, or accidentally burnt, during the 
year 1804. 

Qm·frlg. 

40{ (~) 
(D) 

...... 
Amfttrite • 

Medea •• 
Fama •. 
Clara •• 

Mercedes. 

Bow, w1oen, IIDd when loa. 

S Captured. November 25, by the Bri-
• ~ tish 74-gunshipDonegal,oifCadiz • 
• {captured, October 5, by a squadron 
• of four British frigates under Cap-
• tain Graham Moore. 

{
Destroyed, by being blown up on the 

• same occasion: crew and passen
gers, except 41 persons, perished. 

(G) Sta ... Gertruyda {
Captured, December 7, by the Poly-

· phemus 64 and Lively frigate, olf 
Cape Santa..Maria. 

An abstract of Dutch and Spanish ships of the line and frigates captured. 
&c. during the year 1804. 

Lost thmalh Loat through Total Total 
lost added 

the IIGeJIIJ'. accident. totbe toth. 
,...--A---,. A , D.b. lirt\&k 
Capt. »eat. Wrec1<ed.Foundered.Bumt. navies. Jlavy. 

Ships of the line • • • • 
Fri {Du. 1 1 1 

gates. • • • • Sp. 5 1 6 5 

Total •• 6 1 7 6 

No. 31. See p. 297, 

A list of ships and vessels late belonging to the British navy, captured, 
destroyed, wrecked, foundered, or accidentally burnt, during the year 1804. 

Name. (;ollnnallder. How, when. and where loet. 

GUD-8hlp fWreeked, March 25, near the 

l rons of Brest: crew saved, {
(O)Magtlificent .. WilIiaIilHenryJervis Pierres Noires, in the enl'i-

74 but 86 made prisoners. lw reeked, November 24, on 
.. Venerable ••• John Hunter • •• sunken rocks in :rorbay: 

crew saved. 
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No.81-COIIIinutd. 

lIow, whell, U4 where lost. 

Cun-brl, • {FOUndered, as is slIpposed, in 
(J4 (P J York • • • .HtIll)' Mltford.. January, in the North Sea : 

crew perished. . 

50 (T) Romney • • .Hon. JobnColville Haaks, near the Texel: crew lwrecked, November 19, OD the 

Gun.trig. saved. 

{(Z) Cr' lit A B' II S Foundered, January 2, on pas-
88 eo • ••• usten lS8e •• ~ aagefromJamaica:crewsaved. 

{
Wrecked, February, on the 

(A) HUIISIU' •••• Pbilip Wilkinson Saintes, in the bay of Biscay: 
. crew saved. 

{
Wrecked, April 1, on the coast 

'S6 (C)Apollo •••• J.W.TaylorDixon of PortultBl: capta!n and 
many of tlie crew perIShed. 

G .. sh •• llp. {captured, July 14, by the 
14 (X) Lilly •••• William Compton Dame-Ambert fr. privateer, 

oft'the Coast of Georgia. 
G.·br.·llp. {Wrecked, July 6, on the coast 
18 y) RtZfJe1I • • • .Spelman Swaine of Sicily, Mediterranean : 

crew saved. 

{
Captured, May 20, in a calm, 

16 (a) JTincejo • •• JamesWesleyWright by a flotilla of fr. gun.boats, 
in Quiberon-bay. 

l' Wrecked, September, on a 

crew saved. 

{
Wrecked, March 1, on Caba-

14 " Weazle •••• W111iam Layman reta point, Gibraltar-bay: ! (b) Drake • • • • William Ferris. • shoal oft'the island of Nevis : 

crew, except one man, saved. 

{
Captured, March 24, by a 

" Wolverine •• Henry Gordon.. French privateer, on passage 
to Newfoundland. 

bb. (d) Tartarus ••• Thomas Withers! Wrecked, December 20, OD 
Margate sands: crew saved. 

Gun.brlg Wrecked, October 24, in chase 
(g) Conflict •••• CbarlesC.Onnsby of the enemy. near Nieuport 

Isle of Wight: crew saved. 

~ Wrecked, February. oft' Red-
" Fearless; ••• George Williams ding ~ point, CawsaDd. bay : 

crew saved. 

{
Captured, December 25, after 

Mallard •••• Thomas Read • • runn!ng on shore near 
" Calais: crew saved, but 

. made prilonel'l. 
•. S Wrecked, December 18, Deal' 

" Sterling.. • .George Skottowe ~ CaJaiI: crew MveeL 

12 
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BOW', whea, ·Uld where loet. 

Oun-hric S Wrecked, February 19, on 
10 (h) Cmere ••• .Joseph Patey •• "l theBerry-head: crew saved. 
G.·ach. {Wrecked, in December, on 

G • dIes : crew saved. {
(n) Morne-ForttmEe.John L. Dale. " ~rooked Island, West In-

{
Captured, July 14, by the fr. 

" Demerara. •• • Thomas Dutton • . priv: Grand-Decide, West 
Indies. 

TS. (q) Severn ., ••.• Prince of Bouillon Grouville-bay, Jersey: crew {
Wrecked, December 21,in 

saved. 

SS (r) Hindostan •••• John Le Gros • , • fire in the hold, Mediterra.-{
Burnt, April 2, having caught 

• nean: crew, except five 
men, saved. 

RS. (a) De-Ru!}ter ••. J. Beckett • • • • • the hurricane at Antigua: {
Wrecked, September S, in 

crew saved. 

ABSTRACT. 

(Lost througb 
tbeenemy. 

Lolt through 
accident. 

~ 
Vapt. Deat. 

.r __ --'A _____ ..... , 

W~ecked. POllndued. Bnmt. Total. 

Ships of the line • • , , ' ... 
.. under the line • 5 

Total , •• 5 

2 
14 

16 

No. 32. See p. 297. 

1 
1 

2 

For ihe pay and maintenance of 90,000 seamen and 
80,000 marines . . •.•..•.• 

.. the wear and tear of ships, &c. • , • • • • 

.. the ordinary expenses of the navY, including half-pay 
to sea and marine officers; also the extra of sea-ordnance 

" theextraordinaries, including the building and 
repairing of ships, and other extra work. • • • • 

" the expenses of the transport-service, and the main
tenance of prisoners of war, in health and sickness. , 

1 

1 

3 
21 

24 

£ I. tI. 
5,850,000 0 0 
4,680,000 0 0 

1,394,940 G 9 

1,553,690 0 0 

1,557,000 0 0 

Total supplies granted for the sea-eervice , , £15,085,630 6 9 
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No. 38. See p. 301. 

Faites mettre clans les joumaux de Hollande un article contre le s~teme 
de blocus ; faites-y sentir que nous sommes sortis de Brest quand no LIS ravons 
vouln; que Bruix est sorti tel jonr, Morard de Galles te} jour, Gantheaume 
tant de fois ; que clans sa derniere sortie a Bertheaume, rien ne l'empechait de 
sortir, et que l'escadre le savait tellement qU'elle mit a la voile; qu'il est donc 
impossible de bloquer le port de Brest, surtout aux mois de septembre et 
d'octobre. Cet article fera sentir que nollS ne voulons pas sortir, mais tenir 
l'ennemi en €chec.-Prtcis del ElJbul'TTlem, tome xi., p. 271. 

No. 34. See p. 315. 

The following table will show the state of the flotilla at the different ports, 
on July 20, 1805, with the number of men and hor5es it was destined to 
carry. 

PORTS. TOTAL. 

> t:::! Total 
FLOTILLA. t:i C:I S 3 0 0:: 0 of 

0 a ::s ~ vessels. .g " g: £:. ;.;-
0' et> Men. Horses .... (1) 

~ . (1) ::s 
to Cl'> (1) ... .... P-o:: (1) !" ,J:l ::s 0:: !" ~ !" ~ '" 0:: 

!" !" 

----------- ---------

Prames · . 13 · . :3 I · . · . 17 1920 840 
Bombardes, Pa-

quebots, and 
Avisos ..... I II · . . . " . . · . · . 12 480 56 

Gun- ~ French 21i 530 144 I 2 · . 30 924 89885 676 
vessels Dutch. · . . . · . 135 14 131 · . 280 28038 404-
Cruques, corvet-

tes de peche 
and peniches • 1 22 · . . . 81 · . · . 88 9315 233 

------------- ---------

'*' '*' 
Vessels of war. • 219 578 t44 139 98 131 30 1339 130638 2219 
Transports. . • . 146 526 92 34 105 26 25 954 30577 6840 

------------- ---------
Grand total. . . 365 1104 236 173 203 157 55 2293 161215 9059 
Crews of trans-

ports . . . .. · . . . . . . . · . · . . . 2430 
---
163645 

The two totals marked - do not quite agree with the items! but, as it is 
impossible, without the originals, to discover where the error lies, and as t~e 
difference is not at all material, the figures have been left as they appear ID 
the work that contains the table, whence this has been extracted. See 
Precis des Evenemens. tome xii., p. 304. 

VOL. Ill. 2 B 
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No. 35. See p. 8!0. 

A I'epoque ot! j'ecrivais ce p~ j'ignorais un tait bien remarquable, et 
qui merite de ·prendre place daDs I'hlStoire. J'en dois la connaissance aM. 
le comte Daru, dont nous avons deja cite la savante Histoire de Venise. Ea 
1805, M. Daru efait t\ Boulogne, intendant general de l'armee. Un matiD 
I'empereur le fait appeler dans SOD cabinet. Daru l'y trouve transporte de 
col~re, parcourant a g1'8Dds pas BOB appartement, et ne rompant un mome 
silence que par des exclamations brusques et courtes .••. Que1le marine I ••• 
Quel amiral! .••. Quels sacrifices perdus I ••.• Mon espoir est de~u I •••. Ce 
Villeneuve; Aulieu d'etre·dans 1ii Manche, il vient d'entrer au Ferol r .•• 
e'en est fait! 11 y sera hloque.-Daru, mettez-vous lA, ecoutez et ecrivez. 
L'empereur avait re~u de grand matin la nouvelle de I'arrivee de Villeneuve 
dans IIn port d'Espagne; il avait vu sur-Je.champ la conqutlte de l' Ande
terre avortee; les immenses depenses de la flotte et de la flottille percfoes 
pour long. temps, pour toujours peut-etre I Alors, dans I'emportement d'une 
fureur qui ne permet pas meme aux autres hommes de conserver leur juge
lIIent, i1 avait pris I'une des resolutions les plus hardies, et trace l'un des plant 
de campagne les plus admirables qu'aucun conqutlrant ait pu concevoir a 
loisir et de sang-froid. Sans hisiter, sans s'~r, il dicta en entier le plan 
de la campagne d' Austerlitz, le depart de tous les corps d'arm~, depuis le 
Hanovre et la Hollande jusqu'aux ·confins de I'ouest et du sud de la France. 
L'ordre des marches, leur duree, les lieux de convergence et de reunion des 
eolonnes; les enIevemens par surprise et les attaques de vive force, ~ 
mouvemens divers de I'ennemi, tout est prevu: la victoire est assuree clans 
toutes les hypoth~ses. Telle etait la justesse et la vaste prevoyance de ce 
plan, que, sur une ligne de depart de (leux cents lieues, des lignes d'o~ra.
tions de trois cents lieues de longueur furent suivies d'apres les indications 
primitives, jour par jour, et lieu par lieu, jusqu'a Munich. Au-iiela de cette 
capitale, les epoques seules eprouv~rent quelques alterations; mais les lieux 
ftIrent atteints et l'ensemble du plan fut couronne d'un suc~ complete Tel 
4tait done le talent militaire de cet homme, a\1SSi redoutable u· ses ennemis 
par la puissance de son genie, qu'. ses concitoyens par la force de son despo. 
t.isme !"-Yoyage, dam Is Grande Breiagne. Force Na'l)ale. tome i., p. 244. 
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No. 36. See. p. 334 • 

.. The business of an English commander-in-chief," says his lordship • 
.. being first to bring an enemy's fleet to battle, on the most advantageous 
tt'rms to himself (I mean, th:at of laying his ships close on board those of the 
enemy as expeditiously as possible, and secondly, to contin.ue them there 
without separating until the business is decided), I am sensible, beyond this 
object, it is not necessary I should say a word, being fully assured, that the 
admirals and captaius Of the fleet I have the honour to command will. 
knowing my precise object, that of a close and decisive battle, supply any 
deficiency in my not making signals; which may, if extended beyond these 
objects, either be misunders~ or, if waited for, very probably, from various 
causes, be impossible for the commander-in-chief to make. Therefore it win 
only be requisite for me to state, in as few words as possible, the various 
modes by which it may be necessary for me to obtain my object; on which 
depends not only the honour and glory of our country, but possibl,. its safety, 
and, with it, that of all Europe, from French tyranny and oppression • 

.. If the two fleets are both willing to fight; but little manreuvring is neces-
1III.ry. The less the better; a day is soon lost in that business. Therefore I 
will only suppose that the enemy's fleet being to leeward, standing close upon 
a wind on the starboard tack, and that I am nearly ahead of them, standing 
on the larboard tack; of course I should weather them. The weather must 
be supposed to be moderate; for, if it be a gale of wind, the manreuvring or 
both ffeets is but of little avail, and probably no decisive action would take 
place with the whole fleet. Two modes present themselves; one, to stand 
on just out of gun-shot until the van-ship of my line would be abreast of the 
centre-ship of the enemy, then make the signaI to wear together, then bear 
up, engage with all our force the six or five van-ships of the enemy, passing 
certainly, if opportunity offered, through their line. This would prevent 
their bearing up, and the action, from the known bravery and conduct of the 
admirals and captains, would certainly be decisive; the second or third rear-

. ships of the enemy would act as they pleased. and our ships would give a good 
account of them, should they per91st in mixing with our ships. The other 
mode would be, to stand under an easy but commandin~ sail. directly for their 
beadmost ship. so as to prevent the enemy from knowmg whether I should 
pass to leeward or to windward of him. In that situation, I would make the 
signal to en~ the enemy to leeward, and to cut through their fleet about 
the sixth ship from the van, passing very close; they being on a wind, 'ou. 
going large, could cut their line when you please. The van-ships 0 the 
enemy would, by the time our rear came abreast of the van-ship, be severely 
cut up, and our van could not expect to escape damage. I would then have 
our rear-ship, and every ship in succession, wear, continue the action with 
either the van-ship or second-ship, as it might appear most eligible from her 
crippled state; and, this mode pursued, I see nothing to prevent the capture 
of the five or six ships of the enemy's van. The two or three ships of the 
enemy's rear must either bear up or wear; and, in either case, although they 
would. be in a better plight probably than our two van-ships (now the rear). 
yet they would be separated and at a distance to leeward, so as to give our 
ships time to refit; and by that time, I believe, the battle would, from the 
judgment of the admirals and captains, be over with the rest of them. Signals 
from these moments are useless, when every man is disposed to do his duty. 
The great object is, .for us to support each other, and to keep close to die 
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enemy and to leeward of him. If the enemy are running away, then the only 
signals necessary will be, to engage the enemy as arriving uI? with them, and 
the other ships to pass on for the-second, third, &c. ; giving, If possible, a close 
fire into the enemy in passing, taking care to give our ships engaged notice oC 
your intentioD."-Clarke and M'A.rtJ"w, Life of Nellon, vol. ii., p. 427. 

No. 37. See p. 340. 

VICE-ADIIIBAL COLLlNGWOOD TO LOBD NELSON. 

We approached, my dear lord, with caution, not knowing whether we were 
, to expect you or the Frenchmen first. I have always had an idea that Ire

land alone was the object they have in view, and still believe that to be their 
ultimate destination. They will now liberate the Ferrol squadron from 
Calder, make the round of the Bay, and, taking the Rochefort people with 
them, will appear off Ushant, perhaps with thirty-four sail, there to be joined 
by twenty more. This appears a probable plan; for, unless it be to bring 
their powerful fleets and armies to some great point of service, some rash 
attempt at conquest, they have only been subjecting them to chance of loss, 
which I do not believe the Corsican would do, without the hope of an ade
quate reward. ... ... • ... ... ... • 
'file French govemment never aim at little things, while great objects are in 
view. I have considered the invasion of Ireland as the real mark and butt 
of all their operations. Their flight to the West Indies was to take off the 
. naval force, which proved the great imvediment to their undertaking.A. 
Clarke and M' A.rthWI Lift of Nellon, voL iJ., p. 416. 
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NOTES 
'1'0 

ANNUAL ABSTRACTS. 

NOTE TO ABSTRACT No. 8 • 

.. THE hired vessels numbered about 96. It will here be seen, that the 
Victory has quitted her degraded post at a, to resume the rank which, for the 
space of 33 years, she had so honourably filled. See note a· to Abstract No. 6. 

NOTE TO ABSTRACT No. 9 • 

.. THE hired vessels numbered about 104. In consequence of the mistake 
of a unit in the" Tons," of class t, not discovered until after Abstract No. 9 
was printed, this total exceeds by 1 the corresponding total in Abstract No. 8. 

NOTES TO ABSTRACT No. 10. 

W-. THE purchased ship of this class was the ComwaIlis, late a teak
built Indiaman. 

x.. A very ancient class revived. .. Advice boats, so called officially, are 
said to have been employed, for the first time, in 1692, before the battle off 
Cape La Hogue, in order to gain intelligence of what was passing at Brest." 
See Derrick, p. liS, note -. 

.. As the hIred vessels had begun to be discharged, they now numbered 
only about 62. This Abstract, having been put to press along with the one 
which precedes it, contains the same deficiency of a unit in the .. Tons," that 
is remarked upon in the single note of Abstract No. 9. 

Owing to an inadvertency on our part, two 748, one of the N, the other o( 
the 0 class, that were, late in the year 1801, ordered to be built, have been 
left out of the" ordered" column. The addition of them will make the line 
numerical grand total 191, and the general numerical grand total 783. 

NOTES TO ABSTRACT No. 11. 

a WITH the view to render the remainin~ Abstracts more perspicuous and 
useful, a partial alteration has been made m the manner of heading them. 
Instead of being confined to .. Cruisers," this compartment now extends to 
every ship fitted or about to be fitted for sea~rvice; and lioes are drawn to
show the totals, as well of the former, as of the less material portion of the navy. 
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'b This bead has also been slightly altered; and in particular the" &c.. 
has a different signification from that assigned to it in note t to No. 1 
Abstract. See vol. i., p. 398. It signifies that all the ships and vl'BBels of 
this, as we shall call it, the second compartment, which are not commissioned 
for harbour-service, remain in ordinary until sold or taken to pieces, a period 
which i. sometimes extended to seYew years. 

c The term" Built" has been substituted for" Lallnched." as being more 
explicit, and contrasting better with ~ Purchased." In the preceding Ab
stracts every ship down this pair of columns formed part of the "Total of 
Increase," and having, in the generality of cases, been included among the 
.. Ordered to be built" of an antecedent rear, became reckoned twice over. 
To obviate this, a double line now excludes the built ships from the increase; 
and the increase-total, without any other deduction than the decrease-total 
may require, proves the grand total. For-instance, the grand total of N, by 
the former method, must have been produced thus: 15 I 26032 (the corres
ponding total in No. 10 Abstract) +3 I 5168=181 31200-11 1743= 
171 29457, instead of by simply adding the 2 13425. 

d The .. &c." includes ships converted to sheer-hulb, breakwaters, and 
similar uses. ' 

e The correction of a mistake of 50 tons in one ship (the Comwallis, see 
note W- in the preceding page), occasions this total to exceed by that 
amount the corresponding total in the preceding Abstract. 

f See last note. 
s This division of the armeel en jlflte into .. Troop-ships" and .. Store

shi{lS" tends to simplify the arrangement, but it was not adopted in the official 
re$1Bter until a much later period. There, as elsewhere observed, the reduced 
shlp&, with few exceptions, ranked. until very recently, along with their full. 
armed classmates. The lower columns of the first compartment are now no 
longer in blank, the substituted term at the top admitting all ships fitted or 
about to be fitted .. for sea-service." 

h The addition of the deficient unit remarked upon in notes· to Nos. 9 and 
10 Abstracts, appears in the excess of this total over its corresponding one in 
the latter. 

1 This is merely a separation from various other classes of such stationary 
ships as are so registered in the official list, and might have been made a 
class from the first. In strictness, the tInee commissioned harbour-eervice 
ships at T, T, and W, and all others, which may appear in that columQ 
thro~out the series, ought to belong to it: but, as the official list continues 
them In their original classes, we have done the same. 

It The .. Small Yachts," with the exception of the Medina, Dot being com. 
manded by naval officers, this class has been reduced; and the one next above 
it,Dowincludingthe Medina, will henceforward be denominated "Roya!Yacl1ts." 

1 This being a year of peace, no hired vessels were attached to the nay. 
As to the grand total of " Tons," see notes e. f; and he 

NOTES TO ABSTRACT No. 12. 

a IT was remarked in note t to No. 2 Abstract, that .. captured vessels 
are also purchased from the captors before they can enter the service." The 
union of these two columns ,under the head of .. Purchased," subject to the 
distinction pointed ont, claims a preference, therefore, oV'er the plan adopted 
i,n the preceding Abstracts. The names of the ships in th~ seI;ond column 
will, without the exception formerly requisite, be found in the proper list in 
the work; and where, among the vessels in the first column, a purchased 
British merchantman rates above a gun-brig, the circumstan~ will be 
adverted to ina DOte. 
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NOTES TO ANNUA,L ABSTRACTS. 375 

eo Late the Braft, French pri1'Bteer; presented by the merchants or 
jrbadoes to the British government, and on tbatacc:ount named Barbadoes. 
;, These bad been Britiah merchant vessels. 
... Also these. 
• The Scorpion; built from the draught or the Cruiser. See voL ii., p • 

• /1, note Y.. The four British-built vessels, exclusive of these, in the" Sea.
. .mea" total, are the remnant of eight, built of fir in 1795, measurin~ about 
.19 tons each, and now nearlr worn out. Considering the fine qualIties or 
• .e Cruiser, it is rather surprismg that, during six years, three vessels only 
.,ould have been built from her draught. These were launched in 1798, and 
.16e not brig, but ship rigged: consequently, they belong to class S. The 
.. _prey, Snake, and VIctor, were, however, found fAult with as ships; and all 
.,tiers from the S&nle draught were thenceforward constructed as brigs. As a. 
.)BD of war, a ship has a decided adVlU1tage, in action, over a brig. A ship 
ill lie to more closely, and, if she loses her mizenmast or spanker, has still 
jrysail on the mainmast; whereas, the moment a brig has her gaff or main 

'pom shot away, she loses the use of her boom mainsail, and is no longer 
)lI1ageable. It may, however, be said on the behalf of brig-rigged vessels, that 
taDy of their apparent faults arise from an improper mode of handling them. 

1 ' These, also, had been British merchant vessels. 
I r The hired vessels numbered about 34 . 

.. 
.. NOTES TO ABSTRACT No. IS. 

• THE Hibernia ; ordered in 1790, and intended to be of the same tonnage fthe ViIle-de-Paris, but afterwards lengthened eleven feet. Began building 
• ovember, 1792; launched November 17, 1804. 

. b The Namur; reduced from a 90 to a 74 gun-ship, under the direction oC 
r. Robert Seppings, the master-builder at Chatham. It having occurred. 

to the philosophic mind of this ingenious architect, that, by not removing the 
80lid bow in the wake of the second deck, in order to substitute the usual 
timsy fabric, called the beak-head, the ship would acquire additional strength 
in that part of her frame, as well as afford some protection to her crew when 
,going end-on upon an enemy, the circular bow of the Namur was allowed to 
remain. The advantages of this important alteration struck every one who 
saw the ship when finished; and subsequently, as we shalf hereafter have 
occasion more fully to relate, every ship in the British navy was ordered to 
be constructed with a solid circular bow instead of a beak-head. 

c Had been Indiamen, and were built of teak. 
d The same. 
e The two latest-built frigates of this class were launched in 1786, the 

Aquilon of 724, and the Thames of656 tons. As the ships in general were a 
full third smaller than those of any French frigate-class, the class was con
sidered not worth keeping up until the year 1804, when some newly-dis
covered properties in the Thames at her breaking up caused seven frigates to 
be laid down from her draught, one of old oak and named after herself; the 
remainder of fir. This was at a time, too, when scarcely a single 12-pounder 
frigate belonged to the French or any foreign navy. Frigates carrying 18-
pounders were justly preferred, and, with the French in particular, were 
rapidly increasing in number. 

, Had been a British merchant vessel; and so had every one of the 13 
ships next below her in the same column. 

g This will exemplify the exception to the generality of cases adverted to 
in note c to No. 11 Ab!ttl'3.ct. According to the method adopted previously 
to the date of the latter, 41 built or lauuched gun-brigs would have beeli 
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376, APPENDIX. 

lleparated from the 48 at b, and the difFerence, 7, have become the-apparent 
number that had been ordered to be built. No deduction would here have. 
been requisite towards proving the grand total: at the same time the true 
number ordered could only be obtained by noticing that none had been left 
as building in the preceding Abstract. For a case in point a reference may 
be inade to the same class in Abstracts No. 10 and 9. Now, the" Ordered" 
column shows, at one view, and without any operation of figures, the precise. 
number of ships ordered to be built within the year. . 

h See last note. 
t These ve88t'ls were a disltrace to the British navy. They were built at· 

Bermuda, of the pencil-ced8r, measured about 78 tons, mounted four 12-
pounder carronades. and were manned with 20 men and boys. In point of 
force, three of them, united, were not more than a match for a single gun
boat, as usually armed. Their very appearance as "men of war" raised & 

laugh at the expense of the projector. Many officers refused to take the 
command of them. Others gave a decided preference to some vessels built 
at the same yard, to be employed as water-tanks at Jamaica. Moreover, 
when sent forth to cruise against the enemies of England, to "bum, sink, 
and destroy" all they met, these" king's schooners" were found to sail wretch
edly, and proved so crank and unseaworthy, that almost every one of them 
that escaped capture went to the bottom With the unfortunate men on boaJd. 

k Number of hired vessels about 140. . 

THE END 01' VOL. 111. 

WB,:rIlID, BUIII'''.T BDIID, 1'J'1LUf»t 
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