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NAVAL HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

BRITISH AND FRENCH FLEETS. 

IN the number of line-of-battle cruisers, the abstract of the Bri
tish navy for this year agrees precisely with that of the last; but, 
in commissioned ships of the line, the former shows a trifling 
superiority.· There is also, in the whole number of vessels, an 
increase of 51; but the total of commissioned cruisers, the best 
criterion of improvement, is not proportionably affected. The 
number of ships and vessels, the result of captures from the 
French, Dutch, and Spaniards, appears considerable.t On the 
other hand, the loss sustained by the British navy during the year 
1796, and which, with the exception of one vessel, and that of 
a very small class, captured, and three accidentally burnt, hap
pened through bad weather, far exceeds the loss of any similar 
period since that memorable year for hurricanes, 1780. The loss 
of life too, as will appear by the proper list,:/: was afBictingly 
severe. Among the acquired line-of-battle shi;ps, are four that 
were purchased, while building, of the East India company; and 
the whole of the seven new frigates, two of which averaged 1000 
tons each, were built of fir. . -

By an admiralty order, dated on the 20th of June, 1796, the 
complements of the different classes of frigates in the British 
navy were fixed on a new scale as follows: 

Class in Abstracts. 
Z and A 38 gun-frigate • • • 
B and C 36 » IS-pdr.... 
D »» 12-pdt ••• 
E an~ F 82» lS-pdr.... 
G ».. 12-pdr. large • 
H .. " "small •• 
Z 28" •.••.. 
.Jr 24" .•..•. 

Men and boys. 
~ 
EstabL Net.§ 

• 284 281 
264 261 

• 240 237 
254 251 

• • 240 237 
215 212 
195 198 
155 153 

• See Appendix, Annual Abstract No. 5. 1 See Appendix, Nos. 1,2, 8. 
See A,\'pendix, No. 4. 

Deducting the widows' men. . 
VOL. 11. B 
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2 BRITISH AND FRENCH FLEETS. 1796~ 

The number of commissioned officers and masters, belonging. 
to the British navy at the commencement of the year, was 

Admirals . • . • • 24 
Vice-admirals • 38 
Rear-admirals . •• 35 

" superannuated 27 
Post-captains • • . 

" ,,23 
Commanders, or sloop-captains 
Lieutenants • • • • 

" . superannuated 26 

483 

282 
• 2038 

Masters. • • • • • 451 
and the number of seamen and marines, 'Voted for the service or 
the year, was 120,000 .• 

As soon as the royalists in La Vendee were subdued, and Spain 
was on the eve of becoming an ally in the war, France bent her 
serious thoughts upon the invasion of England; in which attempt 
she was to be assisted by the fleets of Holland and Spain. A 
close intimacy subsistea between Vice-admiral Truguet, the 
French minister of marine, and General Hoehe, who was to com
mand the army destined to be employed in the expedition; and,. 
as is not invariably the case in combined operations, both the 
admiral and the general entered alike heartily into the cause, and 
concurred in all the principal details of the gigantic p'an which 
their united labours had prepared. 
- Before, however, the plan was finally settled, a secret com
mittee was summoned to meet at the house of the Director Car
not. Here it was discovered, that the state of the treasury would 
not admit of thellan's being adopted to its full extent. It was 
therefore resolve to confine the expedition, If for the :present," to 
a descent upon Ireland; a country whose disaffected mhabitants 
would, it was known, greet the invaders with joy, and yet whose 
capture by France would be inflicting a blow upon England, or 
which she might never recover. . 

In the summer of 1796 two agents, from the secret Executive 
Directory of the Society of United Irishmen, repaired to Paris,. 
and held several conferences with the members of the French 
Directory; from whom the former received renewed assurances 
of the most prompt succour in men, arms, and munitions of war. 
The republican government offered to send 25,000 men; but the 
Irish directory expressed themselves satisfied with 15,000. As 
soon as matters were nearly ripe, Lord Edward Fitzgerald and 
Mr. Arthur O'CoQnor feigned a journey to Germany', and, having 
traversed that country, had an mterview, 1>yappoIntment, with 
General Hoche, at Bale in Switzerland. Here the traitors' and 
the French general finally al'ranged their plan of ~roceedings. 

According to Vice-admiral Truguet's pfan, the Brest fleet was 

• See Appendix, No. 5. 
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1796. EXPEDITION TO IRELAND. 

to have a double destination. The 15 two-deckers, of which 
with the Ocean (late Peuple) and Invincible three-deckers, and 
two others repairing in the harbour, it was then composed, were 
first to escort to the coast of Ireland a strong division of Hoche' & 

troops, distributed on board the fleet, consisting,. besides those 
15 lme-of-battle ships, of 12 frigates and several transports. 

The debarkation effected, Vice-admiral Villaret J oyeuse, to 
whom the naval command of the expedition had been IDtrusted, 
was to detach himself, without loss of time, with the eight best 
sailing line· of-battle ships of the fleet, and hasten to the Isles of 
France and Bourbon. There he was to embark the black troops, 
which the agents of the Directory, who had gone out in Rear
admiral Sercey's frigate-squadron, had, after enfranchising all the 
slaves in the colony, been directed to organize. These troops 
Admiral Villaret was to carry to the succour of Tippoo.Saib ; 
and, havinS' landed the men, was to cu.operate with Rear-admi
ral Sercey ID doing all possible mischief .to the British factories 
and commerce on the coasts of Malabar and Coromandel. After 
this M. Villaret and his eight sail of the line and five or six fri
gates would probably pass to the aid of the Dutch, who had 
already paid over to tbe hands .of the French minister of marine 
the sum of 1,200,000 francs, as the estimated cost of equipping 
the squadron which France had promised should, in conJunction 
with a Dutch squadron, attempt the recapture of their late east
ern possessions. 

The seven sail of the line expected at Brest under Richery, 
and the five which M. Villeneuve was bringing from Toulon, 
would amply replace the eight carried off by M. VilIaret, and 
were to transport to Ireland the remainder of the troops attached 
to the expedition. As, however, M. Villaret saw. nothing but 
India, and General Hoche nothing but Ireland, there was a want 
of harmony between the two chiefs; and Hoche, as possessing 
the greatest interest with the government, got M. Villaret re
moved from the naval command, and Vice-admiral Morard-de-
Galles appointed in his stead. . 

It was the intention of M. Truguet, that the expedition should 
leave Brest before the end of October, or the bt'ginning of No
vember at thE! latest; but General Hoche, being desirous to 11'3.ns
port the whole of his troops in one trip, preferred waiting the 
arrival of the two daily-expected squadrons. 

On the 5th of November M. Richery, having gained intelli
gence that a British squadron, whose for~l If he had been 
mformed of it, he would nave found to consist of only seven sail 
ofthe line (one a three-decker) and two frigates, was cruising 
about 90 miles to the sonth-west of Belle-Isle, considered it too 
hazardous to attempt entering Brest: he therefore, with his seven 
two-deckers and three frigates, put into Rochefort. Here the 
French admiral remained until information reached him, that Sir 
Roger Curtis had returned into port with his squadroQ.. Thus 

»2 
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4 BRITISH AND FRENCH FLEETS. 1796. 

left at liberty to proceed, M. Richery, on the 8th of December, 
got under way with five of the best conditioned of his line-of
bittle ships and his three frigates; and, on the morning of the 
11th, passing barely in sight of Sir John Colpoys's fleet, and 
chasing away his frigates stationed off the mouth of the harbour, 
the French admiral anchored in Brest. 

Two only: of M. Richery's five ships, the Pegase (late Bar
ras) and Revolution, were in a state soon to put to sea again: 
and these were ordered to be refitted, and have their troops 
(600 each) and stores embarked within 24 hours, it being the 
determination of General Hoche not to wait any longer for the 
arrival of M. Villeneuve. 

The chief p'oint of debarkation was to be Bantry bay; in 
which three dlfferent anchorages were chosen, to be used accord
ing to the state of the weather. If the wind blew from the 
eastward, which was out of the bay, the fleet was to anchor in 
Bear haven, situated between Great-Bear island and the main. 
If the wind blew from the westward, the fleet was to descend 
the bay to its bottom, and anchor, one division between the 
eastern extent of Whiddy island and the main, and the other 
directly athwart the entrance of Glengary harbour. If, in 
addition to a favourable wind, the weather should be moderate, 
the whole fleet was to anchor at the entrance of the river Cum
bola. Should any unforeseen circumstances prevent the fleet 
from entering Bantry bay, it was to proceed to the mouth of the 
.river Shannon, and there effect the debarkation. Every captain 
in the fleet was provided with a large chart of the intended 
scene of operations, on which the different anchorages, as well 
in Bantry bay as at the mouth of the Shannon, were clearly 
marked out. In short, every precaution had been taken, by the 
able officer who then presided over the French marine, to pre
vent any failure in the naval part of the expedition. 

On the 15th of December, the day on which the Pegase and 
Revolution were to have been ready; the fleet got under way 
from the road of Brest, and anchored in front of the goulet, 
between Camaret and Bertheaume bays. Here Vice-admiral 
Morard-de-Galles awaited the arrival of two ships; and, while 
be is doing so, we will give a description of the whole of the 
force placed under his command. It consisted of the 

Gun.lIb1p 
SO Vice-admiral Morard-de-Galles. 

Indomptable .......... Commodore Jacques Bedout. 
Droits-de-I'HolUll1e Rear-admiral Fran90is-Joseph Bouvet. 

Commodore Jean Raimond La Crosse. 
Rear-admiral Joseph Marie Nielly. 

Constitution ........... Commodore Louis L'Heritier. 
74 p Rear-admiral- Richery. 

egase.................. Captain Clement Laronier. 
Nestor ..................... Commodore Chas.-AleL-Leon Durand-Linois. 
lUvolution ................ .. P .-Rene-M.-Et. Dumanoir-le-Pelley. 
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GllIl-8hlp 
Fougueux .................. Commodore Esprit-Tranquille MaistraL 
Trajan.... ••• ...... •••••• ••• " Julien Le Ray. 
Mucins • ••••••••••••••••••• " Pierre-~aul. Jul. QuerangaI. 
Tourville •••••••••••••••••• Captain Jean-Baptiste Henry. 
Pluton...................... " Jean-Marie Lebrun. 

74 Eole......................... " Joseph-Pierre-Andre Malin. 
Wattigny.................. " Henri-Alexandre ThtSvenard. 
Cassard..................... -- Dufay. 
Redoutable •••••••••••••••• " -- Monconsu. 
Patriote. ••• ••• ••• .......... " -- La Fargue. 
StSduisant •••••••••••••••••• " -- Dufossey. 

Frigatel, SctSvola (rastS), Impatiente, Romaine, ImmortalittS, Tortue, Bel
lone, Bravoure, Cbarente, Cocarde, Fratemite, Resolue, Sirene, and SUl"
veillante. 

IJrig-corfJettel, A1fronteur, Atalante, Mutine, Renard, Vautour, and Volti
geur. 

'I'raruporll, Nicodeme, Fille-Unique, Ville-de-Lorient, Su1fren, Justine, Alle
gro, ExptSriment; and 

Powder-vellel FidtSle, a frigate armed en flute. 

So that the expedition was composed of 17 ships of the line, 
13 frigates, six: corvettes, seven transports, and a powder-ship, 
in all 44 sail of vessels. On board of each line-of-battle ship 
were 600 troops. The Scevola carried 400; each of the frigates 
260; the six corvettes 300 between them; three of the trans-

. ports 450 each; three others 300 each, and one (a horse trans
port) 60; making a total of 16,200 men, that is, rank and file, 
or, including officers of all ranks, at least 18,000. But some of 
the English accounts represent the number at 20,000, and 
others as high as 25,000. In addition to the troops, which 
consisted of both cavalry and infantry, the fleet carried a quan-

,tity of field-artillery, besides ammunition and stores of every 
description. The commander-in-chief of the land forces, as 
already mentioned, was General Hoche, having under him, 
among other general officers of note, Generals Grouchy, BoriD, 
and Humbert. 
. On the 16th, in the forenoon, just as the Pegase and Revolu
tion were descried coming through the goulet, the French 
fleet at anchor in Camaret bay began getting under way, with 
the wind from the eastward, and consequently as fair as it could 
blow. At 4 P.M., which at this season of the year is nearly 
d81'k, all the ships were under sail, and steering for the passage 
du Raz, the route which had been selected by M. Morard-de
GaIles, in spite of the dangers it presented, the better to conceal 
his movements from the British admiral cruising off' Ushant; 
and whose fleet had that morning been counted fi'om the look
outs at 30 sail great and small; so the French accounts state, 
but the number appears to have been greatly overrated. 

Contrary, as it would appear, to the directions of the minister 
of marine, all the French admirals, except Richery, embarked 
on board frigates: the two commanders-in-chief were in the' 
Fraternit~; Rear-admiral Bouvet, with the second in command 
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BRITISH AND FRENCH FLEE1'S. 1796. 

of the troops, in the Immortalite; and Rear-admiral Niel1y in 
the Resolue.. Finding the darkness coming rapidly on and the 
wind growing variable, M. Morard-de-Galles resolved not to 
attempt the passage du Raz, and accordingly signalled his fleet 
to steer for the passage d'Iroise, or that directly in front of the 
port. Owing to the darkness, few of the ships saw the signal, 
or the alteration which the Fratemite, the better to mark the 
admiral's intention, had made in her course. The consequence 
was, that the greater part of the fleet entered tha narrow passa&e 
du Raz; while the remainder followed the admiral through the 
wide opening of l'Iroise, hoping to rejoin their companions soon 
after rounding the Saintes. . 

Several circumstances, besides the darkness and the partial 
change in the course, conspired to disorganize the fleet at its 
departure from port; a fleet of ships, by the composition of their 
crews and the lumbered state of their decks, ill prepared at best 
to encounter difficultIes of any kind. Besides the gUllS fired and 
lights shown by the Fraternite, to denote the change in her 
course, the corvette Atalante was directed to stand into the 
middle of the fleet, and there fire guns to enforce the signal of 
the commander-in-chie£ While this was doing, guns were 
heard, and rockets and blue lights seen, in various directions. 
Part of the guns proceeded from the Seduisant 74, which had 
struck on the Grand-Stevenet rock, near the entrance of the pas
sage du Raz; and which ship in the course of the night, was 
entirely lost, with her captain, several other officers, and about 
680 out of her 1300 in crew and passengers. Other guns, with 
some rockets, proceeded from a British frigate, and contributed 
in no small degree, to add to the confusion which prevailed in 
the French fleet. 

This was the 44-gun fri~te Indefatigable, Captain Sir 
Edward Pellew; who, having under his orders the 3S-gun 
frigate Revolutionnaire, Captain Francis Cole, 3B-gun frigates 
Amazon and Phmbe, Captains Robert Carthew Reynolds and 
Robert Barlow., and hired armed lugger Duke-of-York, com· 
manded by Mr. Benjamin Sparrow, had been directed to watch. 
the Brest fleet, and communicate every movement to Vice
admiral Colpoys, at his rendezvous about eight leagues to the 
westward of Ushant. On the 11th, when Sir Edward descried, 
as already related, the squadron of M. Richeryentering the 
road, he despatched the Amazon to En~land and the Phmoe to 
the admiral. On the 15th, at 3 h. 30 m. P. M., although he had 
been chased several times by a line-of-battle ship and five 
frigates stationed in. Bertheaume bay, Sir Edward was close 
enough in ,to dis~over the French fleet coming. throu~~ the 
. goulet, and Immediately sent the Phmbe, who had sroce reJOined, 
.to Vice..admiral Colpoys. 

On the 16th, at daylight, having stood off and on during the 
night, the Indefatigable and Revolutionnaire made sail on a 
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wind towards Brest; and at noon, when Saint-Mathias point 
bore from the Indefatigable east by north and Ush.nt north by 
east, the two frigates again got a sight of the French deet, which 
had now anchored between Camaret and Bertheaume bays. At' 
:3 h. 30 m p~ K., on seein~ the ft.eet get under way, Sir Edward 
-despatched the RevoJutlonnaire to the admiral, and, with the 
Indefatigable alone, continue~ at his post, having. at 4 h. 15 m. 
p~ Ko, toe Bec du Raz beanng south by east nalf-east. The 
Indefatigable now managed to lteep just ahead of the French 
ileet on its way out, and was sometimes within half-gun shot 
only of the leading ship. At 7 P. M. she began firing guns and 
;&ending up rockets; at 7 h. 30 m. hove to, and at 8 h. 30 m., 
having obServed several of the French ships haul close round 
the Saintes, filled and made all sail to the north-west. 

OD. losing sight of the enemy a few minutes afterwards, the 
Indefatigable fired half and quarter minute guns, burnt blue 
14thts, and hoisted a. light at each mast-head. At midnight * hauled by the WInd to the southward; and, at 6 h. 30 ID. 
A.1I(. on the 17th, Sir Edward sent the lugger with despatches 
to Falmouth, and shortly afterwards proceeded thither himsel£ 
The Brest deet and its memorable proceedings on this occasion 
flOW claim our exclusive attention. 

On the 17th, at daybreak, Rear-admiral Bouvet, having 
oeleared the passage du Raz, found himself in company with 
only nine sail of the line, six frigates, including his own, and 
lODe transport. He therefore opened his despatclies, as directed. 
in the case of separation, and by them learnt, that he was to 
make Mizen Head on the coast of Ireland, and cruise off there 
during five days, when a frigate would join him with n-esh 
instructions. Making sail, about noon, with this destination iD. 
view, the rear-admiral did not proceed straight to Cape Clear, 
lest he should encounter the British fleet, but steered to the 
"westward, and continued sailing in that direction until daylight 
.on the 19th, when he altered his course to north. Shortlyafter
'Wards his advanced frigate signal1e~ 16 vessels; which proved 
to be part of the expedition, and at noon joined company. Rear
admiral Bouvet now had under his command 15 sail of the line, 
10 frigates including the Sce vola, three corvettes, and five 
transports. The missing line-of-battle ship was the Nestor, and 
the missing frigates, the Fraternite, Cocarde, and Romaine. 
" On the 20th the weather was extremely foggy. On the 21st, 
-at 7 he 30 m. A. Ko, the advanced frigates gained a sight of 
Dursey island, and shortly afterwards of Mizen Head. Having 
arrived QfF the entrance of Bantry b~, the rear-admiral made 
the signal to prepare to anchor. By this time several pilot
boats, mistaking the fleet for British, had got among the lead
ing frigates, and were detained by the orders of the admiral, who 
thus found himself provided with pilots for almost every ship in 
his fleet. M. Bouvet now learnt that, far three days, 110 ship 
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had appeared oft'the coast, and that the only force at anchor ia 
Cork harbour consisted of six frigates. 

During the whole of the 21st, and a part of the 22d, the fleet 
beat against a fresh easterly wind, and made very little waY'_ 
Finding this to be the case, the rear-admiral, at 4 p. M., anchored 
his frigate a little to windward of the eastern extremity of Great
Bear island, and was soon joined by eight ships of the line, a 
second frigate, four corvettes, and one transport. The remain
der of the ships, their captains having been signalled to act 
according to their own discretion, kept under way, and at day ... 
light on the 23d were not to be seen by the ships at anchor. 

During the whole of this day and mght it blew hard from the 
eastward, and there was a heavy sea i~ the bay; but on the next 

_ day, the 24th, the wind moderated, not sufficiently, however, i. 
rear-admiral Bouvet's opinion, for the ships to weigh: they there... 
fore continued at their anchors. A council of war, held this day 
on board the Immortalite, decided that the 6000 troops on board 
the ships present should be disembarked; and General Grouchy, 
now the commanding officer of the land-forces, made a formal 
requisition to that effect to Rear-admiral Bouvet. 

Although he had received no instruction on that head, to guide 
him in case of separation, the rear-admiral immediately de
spatched a corvette to reconnoitre the coast; and, on learning 
that there was a creek near at hand, where several boats might 
land together, he got under way with his ships. This was at 4 
p. M., and consequently too late to effect much at this season of 
the year. Moreover tbe wind and sea began to get up, and 
the pilots pronounced that a storm was brewing. The ships 
thereupon reanchored; and at night the gale came on so violently 
from the eastward, that the frigates pitched forecastle under. 

On the 25th the sale increased. Several of the line-of-battle 
ships drove from thelr anchors and stood out to sea. One of them, 
the Indomptable, ran foul of the Resolue, and carried away all 
the frigate's masts. In the evening the Immortalite, having 
parted one cable, was obliged to cut the other, to save hersefr 
from going on shore. On clearing the bay, the frigate could do 
nothing but scud, and continued, for three days, running before 
the wind. 

On the 29th the wind moderated, and became fair for retUrD
ing to Bantry bay, from which the Immortalite then bore south
west distant about 20 leagues. Apprehensive, however, that he 
should find none of his ships there, and having only a few days' 
provisions on board, Rear-admiral Bouvet steered for Brest, and 
on the Ist of January at 1 A. M. entered the road; where he was 
joined the same day Dy the Indomptable 80, and the Fougneux~ 
Mucius, Redoutable, and Patriote 74s. 

We have already mentioned that, on the 20th of December~ 
the N estor 74, and Fraternite, Romaine, and Cocarde frigates 
were sailing in company. At this time, as appears by their 
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~urnals, they were very near to the division of Rear-admiral 
Bouvet; but each admiral was concealed from the other's view 
by the thick fbg that prevailed. The violent wind, which dis
persed that fog, separated those four ships in spit~ of all their 
endeavours to keep together; and on tlie next day, the 21st,. 
when nearly in sight ofthe coast of Ireland, the Fraternit~ found 
herself almost under the guns of an English frigate (described as 
" un vaisseau ras~"), which she at first took for the Romaine. 
As soon as the mistake was discovered, the Fratemite made all 
sail, closely pursued by tIte frigate; and from whom her escape 
appeared doubtful, until darkness enabled her to alter her course. 

This chase had carried the Fraternite to a ~reat distance from 
~e Irish coast; and, now that the admiral Wished to return, the 
wind blew violently from the eastward. After beating about 
until the morning of the 29th, the Fraternit~ obtained a shift of 
wind in her favour, and stood towards Bantry bay. In her way 
thither, the frigate met the Revolution, in company with the 
Scevola rase; whose crew and passengers the 74 wasoccupied ia 
removing, to save them from perishing in the vessel, which, un
able from age and weakness to withstand the violence of the gale, 
was then in a sinking state. The two mortified commanders-in
chief now Jearnt that not a ship of their Beet remained in the 
bay: they persevered, however, in steering towards it, until, on 
the second day, Captain Dumanoir sent to inform the admiral 
that, with so many hands as he now had 011 board (upwards of 
1600), his provisions would not hold out much longer. This 
determined the two chiefs, on board of whose frigate a part of the 
Sc~vola's crew had also been received, to retum home. 

On the 8th of January, at 7 A.M., in latitude 51° north, 
longitude 13° 11' west from Greenwich, the wind at north-east, 
the Fraternite and her consort fell in with, and immediately 
tacked away from, the British 32-gun frigate Unicorn, Captain 
Sir Thomas Williams, and 36-gun frigate Doris, Captain the 
Honourable Charles J ones; from whom the 32-gun frigate 
Druid, Captain Richard King, had just parted company, along 
with the French transport Ville-de-Lorient, captured the pre
ceding' evening. This precipitate Bight of the French 74 and 
frigate brought with it an evil little susEected by the two com
manders-in-chief on board the latter. Eleven ships belonging 
to their Beet were at that very time to windward, chasing the 
Unicorn and Doris; and which shi:r.s the Revolution and Fra
ternite might also have discovere , had the latter continued a 
short time longer upon the course they had been steerinS'. 

On the next morning, the 9th, the Unicorn and Dons again. 
fell in with the two French ships, who again tacked to the 
westward; at which time the Unicorn was within two miles of 
them. Having escaped this imaginary danger, the French 74 . 
and "frigate, on the morning of the 10th, had a real cause for 
t~eir fears, finding themselves chased by Lord Bridport's fleet; 
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and from which they owed their escape to the hazy &.Dd tem
pestuous state of the weather. Considering it DO longer safe to 
persist in steering to the eastward, the Revolution and Fratemite 
altered their course to south. On the morning of the 14th they 
made the Isle of Re, and entered Rocbefort tlie same afternoon. 

If the ships, which did not reach or were driven out of Bantry 
bay, suffered so much by &tress of weather, several of those that 
remained in it met a still worse fate. On the 30th of December 
the J ustine transport was captured, and the Impatiente fripte 
east away, on the coast near Crookhaven, with the Iou of all 
the latter's crew and passengers, except seven. Early in Jmuary 
the Surveillante went on shore in B~ bay, and a portion of 
her crew fell into the hmds of the British: the remainder got 
on board some of the ships in company~ On the 7th the Ville
de-Lorient transport was taken as already mentioned; as on the 
5th had been the Tortue frigate by the Polyphemus 64. 0. 
that, or the following day, the Fille-Unique transport foundered 
in the bay; and two or three of the men of war which eventll
ally escaped, were, on more than one occasion, very critically 
circumstanced. 

Eight or nine of the ships made their appearance off the river 
Shannon; but all at length quitted the coast of Ireland, and 
steered towards that of France. On their way thither, the 
Suffren and Allegro transports were taken; also the Atalaate 
~-corvette. The loss of one, and the return to port of six of 
the line-of-battle ships, we have already noticed. On the 11th 
of January the Constitution, Trajan, Pluton, Wattigny. and 
Pegase, arrived at Brest, the latter having in tow the dis~ted 
Resolue; and Qn the 13th the Nestor, Tourville, Eole, and 
Cassard, reached the same port. This leaves but one line-of
battle ship unaccounted for, and to her we shall attend presently. 
With respect to the frigates not alreac!Y mentioned as captured. 
or lost, the whole of them arrived at Brest, either on tlie 1st, 
11th, or 13th of January, except the Bravoureand Fratemite, 
one of which put into Lorient, and the other, as already stated, 
into Rochefort. 

Among the ships which, after the failure at Bantry bay, plO
eeeded to the mouth of the river Shannon, the second point or de
barkation intended to be attempted, was th~ Droits-de-l'Homme, 
the flag-ship of Rear-admiral Bouvet, but DOW commanded, 
during his absence in the Immortalite, by Commodore la Crosse, 
a very able and experienced ofIker; and on board of which abip, 
as commanding officer of one division of the troops, was tne 
famous General Humbert. On the 5th of January, when about 
four leagues from the mouth of the Shannon, the Droits-de
l'Homme was fortunate enough to fall in with ,the CumberJand, 
Captain Peter Inglis, a deeply-laden ship letter-of-marque, from. 
Barbadoes bound to Liverpool Having removed all the crew 
and passengers except the chief mate and cook, consisting of 
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three infantry-olicers, two masters of merchantmen, two women, 
and 48 seamen and soldiers, the French commodore sent on 
board a P!ize-master and ten men, and ordered the ship for 
France. On the 7th, having cruised eight days oft' Loup Head, 
the DroiUKle-I'Homme looked a second time into Bantry bay, 
and, seeing tbere no signs of the fleet, steered for the French 
coast, intending to make her first landfall.at Belle-Isle. 

On the 9th tne commodore lost sight of the coast of Ireland, 
and on the 13th considered himself to be about 25 leagues from 
the coast of France, in the latitude of Penmarck point. Thick 
weather coming on, M. la Crosse determined, for the J>resent, 
to approach no nearer to the land. The Droits-de-I'Homme, 
accordingly, stood to the southward under easy sail, with the 
wind freSh on her starboard beam. 

At 1 P. M. a ship was seen to windward which loomed very 
~rge in the fog, and appeared to be chasing the DroiUKle
I'Homme, &om whom slie was distant very little more than a 
league. Shortly afterwards a second ship was seen astern of 
the first. Judging them to be enemies, the French 74 immedi
ately made sail to escape, or, at all events, to allow time for 
preparation. The wind, which still blew from the westward, 
had now increased considerably, and the sea was becoming very 
turbulent. At 3 h. 30 m. P. M., having run some distance to 
the south-east, two other ships were seen on the lee bow, ma
nmuvring, apparently, to cut off the Droit's-de-l'Homme from 
the land. 

These were the British 44-gun frigate Indefatigable, Captain 
Sir Edward Pe1lew, and 36:-gun frigate Amazon, Captain RObert 
Carthew Reynolds; and who, it appears, when by their account 
in latitude 47° 30' north, Ushant bearing north-east distant 50 
leagues, had discovered the Droits-de-l'Homme, bearing from 
them north-west, about the same time that the latter descried the 
two ships to windward. These seem to have been considered 
by M. la Crosse as a part of Sir Edward's squadron; but we 
rather think they were the French 74 Revolution and frigate 
Fratemite, on their way to the Isle of Re. At all events, we 
have ascertained from tlie best authority, the Indefatigable'S log, 
that no other vessel tban the Amazon was cruising with her; 
nor had been, except the Duke-of-York lugger, and she had 
parted company a fortnight previous. 

At 4 h. 15 m., which was shortly after the Indefatigable had 
discovered the stranger to be an enemy's two-decker without a 
poop, and with her lowerdeck ports shut, the DroiUKle-I'Homme, 
In a squall, carried away the maintopsail braces, and, almost at 
the same instant, her fore and main topmasts. This important 
circumstance, although omitted in Sir Edward Pellew's letter, is 
mentioned in the Indefatigable's log. The utmost despatch was 
now used in clearing die wreck from the lee-guns, lest the 
enemy, profiting by the circ~mstance, should commence his 
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attack on tbat side. In tbe course of a quarter of an bour or 
20 minutes, tbis necessary duty was performed, and tbe Droits
de-l'Homme, under ber courses and mizen topsail, was going at 
tbe rate of five knots an bour • 

.As tbe two Britisn sbips. baving lost none of tbeir masts, were 
probably running a tbird faster, the leading sbips, tbe Indefati
gable, then between se,ven and eight miles of ber consort, arrived~ 
at about 5 h. 30 m. P. M., within hail of the Droits-de-I'Homme 
astern, nnd shortening sail to close-reefed topsails, did not run 
to leeward, as the French think she ougbt,· but bauled up to 
pour in a raking fire. The two-decker, however, mana~ed to 
baul up also, and a broadside was exchanged, accompaDled on 
the part of the French shi{l by an immense discbargeofmusketry •. 
The Indefatigable now tned to pass ahead of ber antagonist, and 
rake her in that direction; but the Droits-de-I'Homme defeated 

. tbat manreuvre likewise, and attempted to run the frigate on 
board. This the latter, very naturally, did her best to evade, 
and succeeded; not, however, without receiving into her stem a 
close, but, owing in a great degree, no doubt, to the violent 
motion of the sea, comparatively harmless broadside. 

Another cause may, arid indeed must, have contributed to tbe 
diminution of effect produced by the two-deck er's fire: her lower
deck ports, being nearer to the water's edge by 14 inchest than 
those of the generality of French 74s, were obliged to be shut 
almost as soon as opened, to keep out the quantity of water that 
was rushing through them, and which actually poured down 
upon the prisoners in the cable-tier.t It was not merely the 
roughness of the sea, but the heavy rolling of the ship for the 
want of sails to steady her, that thus rendered her lower battery 
useless to her: a disadvantage of so serious a nature, as to give 
quite a new feature to the combat she wa.'1 engaged in. 

That combat continued between the Indefatigable and Droits
de-l'Homme until about 6 h. 45 m. P. M.; when the Amazon, 
baving come up under a press of sail, poured a broadside, within 
pistol-shot distance, into the French shIp's quarter. The Amazon 
then tried to pass astern of her antagonist; but, as in the In-

• .. Alors le batiment ennemi le plus proche (c'etait celui du commodore). 
qui se trouvait a petite portee de canon dans les eaux du vaisseau les Droits
de-I'Homme, serm toutes les voiles qu'il avait mises dehors pour chasser, et 
s'etablit sous une voilure commode pour le combat. Il perdit par-Ia un temps 
precieux. En effet, s'il elit sur-Ie.champ prolonge le vaisseau fran~ par 
dessous le vent, il eut pu le canonner sans qu'il eut ete possible a celui-ei de 
lui riposter d'un seul coup, a cause du danger qu'il eilt couru de mettre le feu 
aux voiles, qui couvraient une grande partie de ses canons, et dont illui filt 
devenu bien difficile de se debarrasser sous le feu de l'artillerie ennemie."-' 
JTwtoirel et C0nqv2tel, tome vii., p. 293. 

t A British army officer, who was a prisoner on board, and whose "Nar
rative, &c." is given at p. 465, vol. vii. of the" Naval Chronicle," says, .. two 
feet and a half lower than usual;" but the above account, as taken from the' 
French themselves, is probably the more correct. 

:\: Lieutenant Pipon's Narrative. See last note •. 
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defatigable's case, the Droits-de-I'Homme appears to have so 
manreuvred as to 'avoid the raking fire, and bring both her 
antagonists on one side. Between them and her the cannonade 
was maintained, with mutual spirit, until about 7 h. 30 m. P. K.; 
when both British ships shot ahead, the Amazon, chiefly on ac
count of the quantity of sail she carried, and the Indefatigable, 
in order to repair her dama~ed rigging. The Droits-de-l'Homme 
profited by this interval of non-action, to put herself a little to 
rights; and her crew found time to recover from the confusion 
caused by the recent bursting of one of the IS-pounders. The 
ship, meanwhile, continued running to the east-south-east; 
partly because, in her disabled state, and especially since the 
wind had drawn more to the southward, she could lie no higher, 
and partly as it would appear, because the haziness of the 
weather of late had prevented her commander from knowing 
exactly where he was. 

At 8 h. 30 m. P. M. the two British ships, the one having re
duced her sail~, and the other refitted as well as the time would 
allow, reapproached, and recommenced the action with great 
judgment as well as spirit. They stationed themselves one on 
each bow of the French ship; and, by regulating their speed, 
and yawing to starboard and port alternately, raked her ~y turns. 
In the mean while the Drolts-de-l'Homme, by yawing first on 
one tack and then on the other, managed to get her two oppo
nents occasionally under her ~uns. With such disadvantages on 
her side in the cannonade, the 74, numerously manned as she 
was, naturally had recourse to boarding whenever an opportunity 
ofthed; but neither frigate was so imprudent, or so inattentive, 
as to suffer her to come in contact, although, in manreuvring to 
get out of the way of their huge antagonist (in reference to the 
Amazon at least), both ships received an occasional rakin~ fire, 
not much more effectual, however, than that first received by the 
Indefatigable. 
, At 10 h. 30 m. P. M., the mizenmast of the Droits-d-l'Homme, 
beini in a tottering state from the wounds it had received, was 
cut away to enable it to fall clear of the deck. After thi~, the 
two British ships changed their positions, and attacked their op
ponent on the quarter. Having expended aU her round shot 
but 50, the Droits-de-l'Homme began firing shells; and if even, 
as the ,French state, these kept the British ships at a greater 
distance, they did not, as far as we can learn, produce any very 
serious effect either upon their hulls or their crews. Many of 
the French crew had by this time been killed or disabled at their 
quarters; but the ship's fire did not slacken on that account, as 
fresh hands, out of the numerous party OD board, were constantly 
sent from below to supply the loss.· 

At 1 A. M. on the 14th no officer belonging to the Droits-de
l'Homme bad been badly hurt: one of ber lieutenants, however, 

• Victoires et Conquetee, tome vii., p. 297., 
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then received a grape-shopin the arm, and.aeveral other officers, 
in succession, were wounded. With the exception of a second 
interval from its commencement, of three quarters of an hour or 
so (but which we are unable precisely to fix), occasioned by the 
British ships retiring to secure their wounded masts, the action 
continued to be ful;ously maintained OIl both sides until, by the 
Indefatigable's time. about 4 h. 20 m. A. M.; when the sudden 
appearance of land, clole on board of all three ships, caused the 
Inaefatigable and Amazon to haul off from the threatened d~~ 
and the far more disabled Droits-de-l'Homme to. make a simllar 
effort. Thus terminated an engagement, which had lasted, m
eluding the two intervals of suspension, for which an hour and 
a half may be allowed, about ten hours and a half: the French~ 
indeed, fixing the time of its commencement at 6 h. 16 m. P. M.~ 
and of its close at 6 h. 15 m. A. M., make the duration of the action 
13 hours. 

During the whole of this long enaagement, the sea ran so 
high, that the peo'ple on the main decks of the frigates were up 
to their middfes In water. So violent, too, was the motion of 
the ships, that some of the Indefatigable's guns broke their 
breechings four times; some drew their ring-bOlts from the side, 
and many of the guns, owing to the water having beaten into 
them, were obliged to be drawn immediately after loading. A 
scene nearl¥ similar was acting on board the Amazon; and~ 
when the finng ceased, the crews of both ships, notwithstanding 
the incr~ed demand for their exertions owing to the new perils 
that assailed them, were almost worn out with fatigue. 

The Indefatigable had four feet water in the hola, and all her 
masts were in a wounded state. The main topmast was com
pletely unrigged, and was saved only by uncommon alacrity. The 
Amazon had nearly three feet water in her hold. Her mizen 
topmast, gaff. spanker-boom, and maintopsail yard, were en
tirely shot away; her four and main masts and four and main 
yards, cut through by shots, and her sails and rigging of every 
sort, more or less injured. As an augmentation to her loss of 
rigging, the Amazon had expended, in reeving new braces and 
other purposes, every inch of spare cordage. 
. For so much injury in materiel, that whieh the two British 
ships suffered in personnel bore, in comparison with other cases, 
a somewhat inadequate proportion. The Indefatigable, out of 
her crew (admitting all to have been on board) of 330 men and 
boys, had her first lieutenant (John Thompson) and 18 men 
wounded; 12 of these not in a serious manner, and chiefly with 
splinter-contusions. The Amazon's loss, out ofa crew-of about 
260, amounted to three men killed, and ] 5 badly wounded. 
The casualties on board this frigate being thus at least equal to 
those of the Indefatigable, * a ship so much more large and 

• Sir Edward, when he said, in reference to the Amazon," Her condition. 
I think, was better _ ours," could only have judged from appearances, having 
had no commUDicationwitb his c:ouort. 
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powerful, no dou},t can remain, that the Amazoa most nobly sus
tained her part iD the en~ent. 

The loss on board the Droits-de-I'Homme, out of a crew, in
c1udiDg her army-passengers, of at least 1350 men,'" amounted 
to three army-officers and 100 sailors and soldiers killed, and 
seven office ... of the ship, about an equal Dumber of army-officers 
and lOO: sailors and soldiers, placed " hors de combat," or badly 
wounded. Therefore, ineludlDg the slightly wounded, we may 
fairly state the total at 103 killed and 150 wounded. The se
'Yerity of this loss reduces that on haard the two frigates 
to little or nothimg. That no more than three men should have 
been killed aad 34 wounded by the &re of a two-decker (nominally 
so, at least), continued for eIght or nine hours, the chief of the 
time at close quarters, can. inaeed only be accounted for by the 
violent motion of the sea, felt the more by the Droits-de
fHomme on accoant of the loss of her masts, the height of the 
line of fire to which tbe 74 was restricted, especially as against 
~ts 10 comparatively low in the water, and. the excellent 
bow and quarter positions, which those antagonists, by their su
perior activity, were enabled to maintain. 

The powerless state of the Droits-de-I'Homme's principal 
battery, during the greater part, if not the whole, of the engage
ment, would render unfair any statement that did not, upon the 
face of it, make allowance for so very important a circumstanCE:. 
Henee, we have omitted the usual statement of comparative 
force. We Deed only remark that, in broadside weIght of 
metal, the two frigates, chiefly on· account of the powerful 
battery of the Indefatigable, who carried long 24s below and 
42-p0under carronades abo'Ye, would have had rather the ad
vanta~e, eveR ~t the French ship with the whole of her 
guns 10 a conditlon to act. The action undoubtedly did credit 
to all that were concemed in it; yet, had the combatants }l0s-
8eSsed sea-room; the 74 not lost lier topmasts and been eased of 
ber superfluous hands, and the state of the weather been such as 
to have admitted the constant use of her long 36-pounders, who 
is there that can say which party would have ultimately pre
vailed 1 

Having gone through all that relates to this extraordinary 

.. This is less by 200 than the number for which head-money was paid. 
but, in this instance. the customary vouchers, the certificates of the three 
principal French officers, were necessarily obliged to be dispensed with. In 
lieu of them, there were depositions, first by the master 01 the Cumberland, 
that he believed the number ofmen on board the Droits-de-YHomme to have 
been between 1500 and 1600; and then, by the first and second captains or 
the captured French frigate Tortue, that they believed the crew of the Droits.
de-Ylfomme to have been 700, and the soldiers on board about 800. In op
position to this, a French semi-official account of the action states the cn:w at 
650 (in which number Lieutenant Pipon agrees), and the troops, exclUSive or 
sever8lstaft'-officers, at 600. The amount in the text admits the troops to have 
.been 700. 
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action, we shall now endeavour to describe the awful but interest
ing occurrences that so closely followed its sudden termination. 
At about 4 h. 20 m. A. M. the moon, opening rather brighter than 
it had done, showed to Lieutenant George ·Bell, who was watch
fully looking out on the Indefati~ble's forecastle, a glimpse of 
the land, bearing north-east, or nght ahead, distant about two 
miles; and, scarcely had the lieutenant reached his captain with 
the intelligence, ere the breakers were visible to al1. The In
defatigable was then close to the Droits-de-l'Homme's starboard 
bow, and the Amazon was near to her on the larboard one. 
The·Indefatiga.ble's crew, with that calm self-possession which 
characterizes British seamen, instantly hauled on board the 
tacks, and the ship made sail to the southward. 

The land could not then be ascertained, but it was supposed 
to be Ushant; and, in that case, no particular fears were enter
tained. But, just before day, breakers were seen upon the lee 
bow. The ship was instantly wore to the northward, and the 
lingering approach of daylight was by all anxiously expected. 
It came at about 6 h. 30 m.; and, the land appearing very close 
ahead and on the weather bow, and breakers to leeward, the 
ship was again wore to the southward, in 20 fathoms' water. In 
the direction of the land was seen, at 7 h. 10 m. A. M., the French 
74, broadside uppermost, with a tremendous surf beating over 
ber. The Indefatigable, the wind blowing dead on the shore 
now known to be that of Audieme bay, passed, at the distance 
of about a mile, the wreck of her late opponent, without the 
possibility, unfortunately, of affording her any succour. Her 
own safety, indeed, depended on her weatliering the much 
dreaded Penmarcks. This, at about 11 A.M., the Indefatigable 
accomplished, passing to windward of ' the rocks about half, 
or, as the log says, three guarters of a mile •. 

At the time that the Indefatigable, on first discovering her 
danger, had wore to the southward, the Amazon, to whom her 
consort had promptly made the night-signal of danger, had wore 
to the northward. In about half an hour afterwards, every 
effort of her officers and crew to work their crippled ship off the 
shore having proved unavailing, the Amazon struck the ground. 
The ship's company, with the exception of six men that stole 
the cutter and were drowned, preserved themselves by making 
rafts. These conveyed the people in safety to the shore, but it 
was onll to be made prisoners. Every officer and man of the 
Amazon s crew that survived the action, with the exception of 
the above six, were by 9 A. M. safely landed. A partyof French 
soldiers immediately marched them oft' to Audierne, a town 
situated about a league from the wreck; thence to Duamez, and 
subsequently' to Quimper. Here the prisoners remained, and 
~ere well treated. 

It is almost· superfluous to state that, when Captain Reynolds 
and his officers, of the 29th of the succeeding September (having 
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just before been exchanged), were put to trial for the loss of the 
Amazon, they were" most honourably and fully acquitted of all 
blame, and with every sentiment of the court's highest ap
probation." . Both first lieutenants, Mr. John Thompson, of the 
Indefatigable, and Mr. Bendall Robert Littlehales, late of the 
Amazon, were most deservedly promoted to the rank of com
manders. 

In describing the Amazon's loss by the fire of the Droits-de
l'Homme, we omitted to state, that Lieutenant Littlehales, while 
standing by the side of his captain, was knocked down by the 
wind of a 3B-pound shot. Captain Reynolds lifted him from 
the deck, and ordered some of the men to take him below. By 
the time, however, that the men had reached the foot of the 
quarterdeck ladder, Lieutenant Littlehales recovered his senses, 
and forthwith returned to his post; but his chest and the upper 
part of his arms were for several weeks afterwards black and. 
blue.· 

The details we are about to give of the melancholy fate that 
attended the Droits-de-l'Homme and her numerous crew, we 
shall extract partly from a French account, and partly from the 
narrative of Lieutenant Pipon, to which we have already alluded. 
The proximity of the land was discovered at about the same time 
on board the Indefatigable and Droits-de-l'Homme; but the 
latter, partly perhaps owmg to accident, makes the time 6 h. 15 m. 
instead of 4 h. 20 m. A. M. Very soon after the fatal discovery 
had been made, and just as she had altered her course to avoid 
the danger, the foremast and bowsprit of the 74 fell over her 
bows. This checked the way whicn the ragged mainsail had. 
given to the ship, and hastened the catastrophe. 

The French commodore now resolved to bling up; but all the 
anchors, except two, had been lost in Bantry bay, and the cables 
of these had been rendered useless by the enemy's shot. How
ever, a stout hawser was bent to one of the anchors, ready for 
letting go. Meanwhile, the remains of the mainsail having blown 
from the yard, the ship scarcely moved ahead. The anchor was 
now dropped in 12 fathoms; but it did not hold an instant, and 
the ship presently struck (according to the French account, at 
7 A. M) on a bank of sand, directly opposite to the town ofPlou
zenec in the bay of Audierne. The second shock carried away 
the mainmast by the board. Four or five guns of alarm were 
fired; and, to ease the ship and endeavour to keep her upright, 
several of the guns were tlirown overboard. 

The instant the danger had become evident to the French crew, 
the exclamation, " Pauvres Anglais! pauvres Anglais! montez 
bien vite, nous sommes tous perdus!" resounded through the 
ship. The English prisoners, whose station during the battle had 
been the cable-tier, rushed on deck. Here was an awful sight: 

.. Marsball, vol. ii., p. 287. 
VOL. 11. C 
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the decks ilippery with human gore, the ship without a mast· 
standing, and the breakers all around. The Indefatigable was 
seen on the starboard quarter, standing off, in a most tremendous 
sea, from the Penmarck rocks, which threatened her with instant 
destruction. On the larboard side, at the distance of about two 
miles, was seen the Amazon, whose fate had just been sealed. 
That of the Droits-de-I'Homme drew near. She struck. Shrieks 
issued from every quarter of the ship, and all was horror and dis
may. Many early victims were swept from the wreck by the 
merciless waves, which kept incessantly breaking over the ship. 
Daylight appeared, and tlie shore was seen lined with people; 
but who, in the stormy state of the weather, could not render the 
least assistance. 

As soon as it was low water some of the boats were launched. 
The first two were carried away by· the waves before a person 
could embark in them, and were dashed to pieces against the 
rocks that lined the beach. A pass-rope, or vat-et-vient, was 
next tried; and a raft, constructed of spare yards, was made fast 
to the end of a rope, which was slackened by degrees. from the 
ship, to allow it to drift on shore; but, the weight of the rope 
retarding the raft in its progress, and a sea washing off some of 
the men that were upon it, the remainder cut themselves clear 
and gained the shore. The attempt to get a rope on shore by 
this means was again tried, and again failed. At lentgh the 
ship's master-sailmaker, Lamande by name, offered to swim on 
shore with a cord, to which a suitable pass-rope might afterwards 
be attached; but, by the time he had reached about half way to 
the shore, he became exhausted with fatigue, and was dragged 
on board asain by his own cord, without the aid of which he 
would certamly have perished. The day closed, and an awful 
night ensued. 

The dawn of the second day, the 15th, brought with it but an 
increase of misery. Owing to the sea having stove in the stern, 
and filled the hold with water, the people had now been nearly 
30 hours without any food, and the wants of nature could by 
many scarcely be endured. At low water this day a small boat 
was hoisted out, and an English captain and eight seamen, part 
of the prisoners, succeeded in reaching the shore. Elated at the 
success of these daring fellows, all thought their deliverance at 
hand, and many of the Frenchmen la~nched out on their rafts; 
but alas! death soon put an end to their hopes. Anothernight 
was lingered through. On the third day, the 16th, larger rafts 
were constructed, and the largest boat was got over the side. 
The intention was, to place in this boat the surviving wounded, 
the two women and six children, and the helpless men; but the 
notion of equality, prevailing over every other consideration, de
stroyed all subordmation, and nearly 120 men, in defiance of 
their officers, jumped into the boat and sank it. A wave of an 
enormous magnitude came at the same instant; and, for nearly 
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a.,quarter of an hour, neither the boat nor its contents were visible. 
Too soon, however, were seen the bodies of the wretched victims 
ftoating in all directions. Touched with the melancholy fate of
so many of his brave comrades. a French adjutant-general, named. 
Renier, resolved to gain succour from the shore, or perish in the 
attempt. He plunged into the sea, and was drowned. 

Already nearly 900 souls (according to Lieutenant Pipon, but 
we think. the number is overrated) had perished, when the fou,rth 
night came with renewed horrors. " Weak, distracted, and want.
ing "every thing," says the lieutenant in his narrative, " we en
vied. the (ate of those whose lifeless corpses no longer needed 
sustenance. The sense of hunger was already lost, but a parching 
thirst consumed our vitals. Recourse was had to wine and salt 
water, which only iacreased, the want. Half a hogshead of vine
gar Boated up, and each had half a wineglass full. This gave a 
momentary relief yet soon left us again in the same state of 
«readful thirst. Almost at the last ~asp, every one was dying 
with misery, the ship, which was now one third shattered away 
from tae stem, scarcely afforded a grasp to hold by, to the ex
hausted and helpless survivors. The fourth day (the 17th) 
brought "ith. it a more serene sky, and the sea seemed to sub
aide; but to behold, from fore and aft, the dying in all directions, 
was a sight too shocking for the feeling mind to endure. Almost 
lost to a sense of humanity, we no longer looked with pity on 
those who were the speedy forerunners of our own fate, and a 
eonsultation took place to sacrifice some one to be food to the 
remainder. The die was going to be cast, when the welcome 
sight of a man-of-war brig renewed our hopes. A cutter speedily 
followed, and both anchored at a short distance from the wreclt. 
They then sent their boats to us, and, by means of large rafts, 
about 150, of near 400 who attempted it, were saved by the brig 
that evening: 380 were left to endure another night's misery, 
when, dreadful to relate, above one half were found dead next 
morning." . 

The man-of-war brig was the Arrogante, commanded by En
seigne de Vaisseau Provost, and the cutter the Aiguille. Mr. 
PiPOD thus concludes his interesting narrative: " I was saved at 
.abOut 10 o'clock on the morning of the 18th, with my two brother 
oIicers~ the captain of the ShIP, and General Humbert. They 
treated us with great humanity on board the cutter, by giving 
us a little weak brandy-and-water every five or six minutes, after 
which a basin of good soup. I fell on the locker in a kind oC 
trance for nearly 30 hours; and was swelled to that degree as to 
require medical aid to restore my decayed faculties. We were 
taken to Brest almost naked, having lost all our baggage. There 
they gave us a rough shift of clothes, and, in consequence of our 
sufferings, and the help we afforded in saving many lives, a cartel 
was fitted out by order of the French government, to send us 

c2 
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home without ransom or exchange. We arrived at Piymouth OD 

the 7th of March following." 
Thus had this mighty fleet, from which so much had been 

anticipated, utterly failed in its object: some of the ships be
longing to it had perished on the rocks or in the waves, others 
had been captured by the enemy, and the remainder, jaded and 
weather-beaten, had returned mto port. The following little 
table will show, at one view, how the 44 sail, of which that fleet 
at its departure consisted, were ultimately disposed of: 

Ships of the line ... 

Frigates. ••••••.••.•.. 

Brig-corvettes ...... 

Transports and ~ 
powder-ehips. 5 

Total ••••...••.• 

I 
u 

-
1 

2 

4 

1-
7 

i 

! 
2 

2 

-
-

-
4 

1 Port anlvecl at In lanry. Total Total 

Total 
Brest. ~~ thatar- that had 

lost. rived I&ilecl 

! from 

~~I~~ 
1IBfe. Brest. 

f---- 2 5 5 4 1 15 17 

1 4 1 1 5 2 9 13 

- 2 1 1 2 - 4 6 

1 5 - - 3 - S 8 

"2lls-7-["7ful-S- 31 --' 44 

That a succession of storms, such as those with which the 
Dritish Channel was visited in the winter of 1796-7, should dis
perse and drive back an encumbered and (nautically, if not 
numerically considered) ill-manned French fleet, ought not to 
create surprise. But that, during the three or four weeks that 
the ships of this fleet were traversing, in every direction, the 
English and Irish Channels, neither of the two British Beets 
appointed to look after them should have succeeded in capturing 
a single ship, may certainly be noted down as all extraordinary 
circumstance. How.it happened we will endeavour in part to 
eXJ>lain. 

On the 17th of December, at noon, when Rear-admiral Bouvet, 
. having ran through the passage du Raz, . made sail to the west
ward with his nine sllips of the line, Vice-admiral Colpoys, with 
13 sail, was in latitude '480 17' north, longitude 60 7' west, 'or 
just 15 leagues to the westward of Ushant; towards which he 
was working against a fresh east-south-east wind. On the 19th, 
at 9 h. 30 m. A. M., when the Phrebe joined with the news of the 
French fleet's having quitted Brest for Camaret, the vice-admiral 
was in latitude 480 51' north, longitude 50 43' west, or about 12 
leagues north-west by west of Ushant, where a strong south
westerly wind had driven him. 

The wind, however, subsequently changed to north-west by 
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west, and, blowing strong, carried the British fleet, by noon on 
the 20th, to latitude 48° 7' north, longitude 5° 49' west, or to a 
spot at about equal distances (13 to 14 leagues) from Ushant 
and the Saintes. In the morning of this da:y the squadron of 
Rear-admiral Villeneuve from Toulon made Its appearance to 
windward, and was chased, in almost a gale of wind, by the Im
petueux, Minotaur, Bellerophon, Marlborough, and some of the 
frigates; but, owing in a great degree to the haziness of the 
'Weather, the French admiral, with his five sail of the line and 
two (having parted company with one) fri~tes, effected his 
escape, and on the 23d entered Lorient. On the day previous 
the Revolutionnaire had joined Vice - admiral Colpoys; but, 
several of bis ships having suffered in the gale and been obliged 
to part company, the admiral soon afterwards bore away for 
Spithead; where he arrived on the 31st with only six sail of the 
line under his command. 

It was on the 20th of December, late in the evening, that Sir 
Edward Pellew, in the Indefatigable, anchored in Carrig road, 
Falmouth; and from him, or from the Duke-of-York lugger, 
which may have arrived a few hours earlier, the British govern
ment became apprized of the escape of the French fleet from 
Brest. As a proof tbatno time was lost in forwarding orders to 
Spithead, Lord Bridport, on the 25th, got under way with his 
ileet; but a series of accidents prevented him from sailing, and 
became, as we shall see, the principal cause of his missing a 
strong division of the fleet, whose capture or destruction was the 
sole object of his putting to sea. The Prince 98, as was no un
common thing with her, missed stays, and, paying round off, 
ran foul of the Sans-Pareil abreast of the starboard gangway, 
thereby doing herself so much injury, that she was obliged to 
remain behind to be docked. The Formidable got on board the 
ViIle-de-Paris, by which a mutual injury was sustained; and 
the Atlas grounded. Having at length succeeded with eight 
line-of-battle ships in reaching St.-Helen's, the admiral was pre
vented from sailing by a sudden change of wind; which, although 
favourable for his getting to sea, was directly on the bows of the 
ships coming to jom bim from Spithead. ThIS made it the morn
ing of th~ 3d of January before the fleet, consisting of 14 sail of. 
the line, six frigates, a fireship, and a cutter, got away from the 
anchorage. 

Lord Bridport, pursuant to his instructions; proceeded straight 
for Ushant, and in two days arrived off the island. Thence he 
stretched across to Cape Clear, and on the 9th looked into 
Bantry bay, but of course saw nothing of the enemy; although, 
had tlie ileet sailed on Christmas-day, or even the day after, the 
British admiral would probably have given the French admiral 
something else to complain of than bad weather. On the 10th 
the British fleet, as already mentioned, chased unsuccessfully 
the Revolution and Fratemite. On the 11th, in the morning. 
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Lord Bridport steered to the southward; and at noon, which 
was about the time that the second division of the French fleet 
entered Brest, the Channel fleet was in latitude 4go 29' north~ 
and longitude 12° 6' west. On the same afternoon the Unicorn 
and Doris frigates joined, with information of their having been 
chased on the 8th by a division of the French fleet. On the 
13th, at noon, about the time that this same division reached 
Erest, the British admiral was in latitude 4SO 29' north, and 
longitude ()O 25' west, or about 19 leagues to the .westward of 
U.hant. . 

On the 19th, having ascertained that the last of the Brest 
ships had returned into port, Lord Bridport, theu being in lati
tude 47° 31' north, and longitude ()O 47' west, detached, as he 
had been ordered, Rear-admiral Parker, with the Prince-George, 
Namur, Irresistible, Orion, Colossus, and Thalia frigate, to 
Gibraltar, and continued, with his fleet by successive reinforce
ments now numbering 12 sail of the line, to cruise for a few days 
longer in the vicinity of Ushant. The admiral then, having had 
several of his ships damaged by the severity of the weather,. 
steered for Torbay. After remaining a few hours only at that 
anchorage, Lord Bridport sailed on the 31st for Spithead, and 
arrived there on the 3d of February. 

Having thus shown in what way the fleets of Vice-admiral 
Colpoys and Admiral Lord Bridport had missed the French 
fleet, we shall merely add, that the principal losses which the 
latter sustained by capture, arose from the diligence and activity 
()f a 64-gun ship and four or five frigates, part of which, on the 
29th of December, were lying in the harbour of Cork. 

It had almost escaped us that, in the latter end of the year 
1796, France and England, at the invitation of the latter, had, 
what the Indians call, a talk on the subject of peace. Lord 
Malmesbu!y, the commissioner on the part of England, ar
rived at Paris on the 22d of October; and on the 24th 
the negotiations were opened between his lordship and M. 
de Lacroix; but the parties split upon the first proposal, 
a reciprocal restoration of what had been lost and takeft 
by the respective belligerents. Had each party been sincere 
in the wish for peace, it is probable that this and other 
difficulties would have been got over; but, that not being 
the case, Lord Malmesbury quitted the French capital on the 
22d of December, and the French tenitory in a day or two 
afterwards. 

On the 3d of March, Lord Howe still continuing indisposed,.. 
Lord Bridport .with 15 sail of the line, again quitted Spithead, on 
a cruise off Brest. Having ascertained that all was quiet in the 
port, and that there was no probability of the fleet's sailing for 
aome weeks, the British admiral, on the 30th, returned to Spit
head. A squadroa of observation was now deemed sufficient to 
send offBrest; and accordingly, on the 6th of April, Rear-admi. 
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Tal Sir Roger Curtis, with nine sail of the line, proceeded upon 
that service. 

On the 15th of April Lord Bridport, to whom Lord Howe had 
just resigned the command of the Channel fleet, and who was 
then with the fleet at Spithead, threw out the signal to prepare 
for sea; when, instead of weighing the anchor, the seamen of the 
Royal-George ran up the shrouds and gave three cheers: a pro
ceeding which, from the awful responses it produced through. the 
Beet, at once betrayed it as the signal of disaffection. The cap
tains and officers of tbe different ships were astonished, nay, 
almost astounded, at this sudden act of disobedience, and, as 
may be supposed, did their utmost to persuade the men to return 
to their duty; but all their efforts were vain. The spirit of mu
tiny had taken deeJ> root in the breasts of the seamen, and, from 
the apparent or~aJllzation of the plan, seemed to be the result of 
far more reflection than for which the wayward mind of a jack
tar is usually given credit. The subject is a melancholy one, and 
one which we would fain pass over; but historical impartiality 
forbids any such fastidiousness. At the same time, the subject 
not being an international one, nor one of which the details have 
acquired any permanent interest, we may, consistently with our 
plan, abridge the account. 

It appears that, in the latter end of February, Lord Howe, 
while on shore indisposed, received sundry petitions, as from the 
seamen at Portsmouth, all prayin~ for an advance of wages; but 
that, none of the petitions being Signed, and all dated and, with 
the exception of four or five, wntten by one hand, no notice was 
taken of them. Lord Howe subsequently directed Rear-admiral 
Lord Hugh Seymour to ascertain whether or not a~y discontent 
did really exist in the fleet. The reply was so fa~urable, that 
his lordship considered the whole plot as the work of some in
cendiary, and, towards the end of March, sent the different 
petitions to the first lord of the admiralty, Earl Spencer. The 
seamen, not aware that the papers they had transmitted were 
looked upon as forgeries, could only attribute the silence.:of Lord 
Howe to a disregard of thElir complaints. In this state were mat
ters, on the fleet's refusal to obey Lord Bridport's signal to pre
pare for sea. 

On the next day, April 16, the respective ships' companies 
appointed two of their number to act as delegates; and the place 
selected for their deliberations was the state, or flag-officers 
cabin of the Queen-Charlotte. On the 17th every man in the 
Beet was swom to support the cause in which he had embarked. 
Ropes were then reeved, in terrorem, at the fore yard-arms of 
each ship: and the seamen ordered on shore such of the officers 
88, in theiropinion,had been guilty of oppression. On tbesame 
day the delegates, 32 in number, drew up and signed two peti

. tions, one to the parliament, the other to the admiralty. Both 
petitions were couched in respectfullaIlguage. That to the ad-
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miralty, which was the fullest, prayed, that the wages of the sea
men should he increased; that their provisions should be raised 
to the weight of 16 ounces to tqe pound, + and be of a better 
quality; that their measures should be the same as those used in 
the commercial trade; that vegetables, instead of flour, should 
be served with fresh beef; that the sick should be better attended 
to, and their necessaries not be embezzled; and that the men might 
have, on returning from sea, a short leave to visit their families. 

On the 18th a committee of the board of admiralty, consisting 
of Lord Spencer and Lord Arden, Rear-admiral Young, and . 
Mr. Marsden, the second secretary, arrived at Portsmouth; and, 
in answer to the petition of the seamen, declared, that the board 
would recommend the king to propose to parliament an increase 
of their wages in the following proportions: four shillings per 
month, in addition, to the wages of petty-officers and seamen, 
three, to the wages of ordinary seamen, and two, to the wages of 
landmen; and that the board had resolved, that seamen, wounded 
in action, should be continued in pay until their wounds were 
healed, or, until, being declared unserviceable, they should be 
pensioned, or received into Greenwich hospital. 

To this, on the following day, the seamen, through their dele
gates, transmitted a reply, urgmg, that there never existed more 
than two orders of men m the navy, able and ordinary, and that, 
therefore, the distinction between ordinary and land men was 
new; and humbly proposing, that the old regulations should 
be adhered to, that the wages of able seamen should be 
raised ·to one shilling a day, and the .wages of petty-officers and 
ordinary seamen in tlle samelropOltion, and that the marines, 
while serving on board, shoul have their pay augmented in the 
same proportion as that of ordinary seamen; and further, that 
the Greenwich pension should be raised to ten pounds per annum; 
that, to maintain the additional fund, every merchant-seaman 
should thereafter pay one shilling instead of sixpence a month, . 
and that the regulation should extend to the seamen of the East 
India company. The seamen then repeated their former demands, 
for an increased weight and measure, and an improved quality, 
of provisions, and for a supply of vegetables, instead of flour, 
with fresh beef; concluding with a declaration that, until their 
grievances, including those of particular ships, should be re
dressed, and an act of indemnity passed, they were determined 
not to lift an anchor. 

On the next day, the 20th, the admiralty-committee sent, 
through Lord Bridport, a. letter to the seamen, agreeing to the 
increase of wages demanded, and to the full weight and measure 

'" The seaman's pound, according to a government regulation, was not more 
than 14 ounces, the remaining two being retained by the purser, to allow for 
waste, leakage, &c. A similar reduction occurred in the measures; and the 
purser received no other pay than the difference, if any, between the real and 
the assumed loss by waste, leakage, &c. 
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of provisions, and promising pardon, but taking no notice of any 
increase in the Greenwich pensions, or any additional allowance 
ofvegetables when in port. On the same, or the following day, the 
seamen returned a reply, expressing, in very grateful terms, their 
thanks for what had been granted them, but persisting to declare 
that, until the flour.in port should be removed, the vegetables 
and pensions augmented, the grievances of pri vate ships redressed, 
an act of parliament passed, and the king's pardon to the whole 
fleet granted, the men would not lift an anchor; unless, indeed, 
as had been always excepted, the enemy's fleet should put to sea. 

On the 21st, in the hope to remove these remaining impedi
ments in the way of a reconciliation, Vice-admirals Sir Alan 
Gardner and Colpoys, and Rear-admiral Pole, went on board the 
Queen-Charlotte, and had a conference with the delegates. The 
latter, however, assured the admirals that no arrangement would 
be considered as final, until sanctioned by the king and parlia
ment, and guaranteed by a proclamation of pardon. This bold 
avowal 80 incensed Admiral Gardner, that he seized one of the 
delegates by the collar, and swore he would have them all 
hanged, together with every fifth man in the fleet. 

On the return of the offended delegates to their respective 
ships, those ofthe Royal-George resolved to summon a meeting 
on board of their ship, and immediately hoisted the preconcerted 
signal of the red or bloody flag; a signal which, owing to its 
usual sanguinary import, alarmed all the well-disposed in the 
fleet. Instantly, on the display of that signal, the officers of the 
Royal George, ashamed to see it flying with Lord Bridport's 
flag, hauled down the latter. The seamen of the fleet now pro
ceeded to load all their e:uns; ordered watches to be. kept, the 
same as at sea, and put tlieir ships in a complete state of defence. 
They also prevented their officers from going on shore; but, 
beyond that, neither offered any violence, nor put any constraint 
u~n them. 

On the 22d, having become somewhat pacified, the seamen 
caused two letters to be written; one to the lords of the ad
miralty. in which they stated the cause of their conduct on the 
two preceding days; the other to Lord Bridport, in which they 
styled him their father and friend, and disclaimed offering him 
any intentional offence. This induced Lord Bridport on the 
following day, the 23d, to go on board the Royal-George, the 
crew of which immediately rehoisted his flag. The admiral, 
then, at the close of an energetic address, informed the men that 
he had brought with him a redress of all their grievances, and 
the king's pardon for the offenders. After a short deliberation, 
these offers were accepted, and every man returned with cheer
fulness to his duty. 

All disputes were now considered as settled, and the fleet 
dropped down to St.-Helen's, except the London, Minotaur, and 
Marlborough.. The crews of the two latter refused to go to sea. 
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under their present officers, and the London had been directed 
to remain in company with them, to afford to Vice-admiral Col
poys an opportunity of exerting his influence in restoring the 
aisobedient ships' companies to a sense of their duty. We 
omitted to state, that on the second day of the mutiny, when the 
boats of the Ro)'al-George and Queen-Charlotte were visiting the 
different ships, Vice-admiral Colpoys refused to allow the dele
gates to come on board the London, telling them it was their 
duty to wait until the board of admiralty had decided upon 
theIr complaints. In the mean while the crew of the LondoD 
'Were encouraging the delegates to enter the ship; but, as the 
marines bad not yet been seduced from their duty, that could 
have been successfully opposed, if an officer had not just then 
arrived from Lord Bridport, directing the vice-admiral to permit 
the boats' crews to come on board. 

A foul wind unfortunately detained the ships at St.-Helen's 
until the morning of the 7th of May; when, having just received 
intelligence that the French fleet had dropped lOto the outer 
harbour of Brest preparatory to sailing, Lord Bridport made the 
signal to weigh and put to sea; but which signal every ship iD 
the fleet, as on the 15th of the preceding month, refused to obey. 
Ala a reason for this second act of disobedience, the seamen 
alleged the silence that government had observed respecting their 
complaints; by which they were led to sus~ct that the promised 
redress of grievances would be withheld. This idea was forcibly 
impressed on the minds of the seamen, by the contents of some 
seditious hand-bills, which had been extensively circulated 
throughout the fleet. 

At about 1 P. M. it was discovered on board the London at 
Spithead, that boats were pulling to and fro among the ships at 
St.-Helen's, and that yard-ropes were reeved 1O the same 
manner as on the 17th of the preceding month. Convinced 
that a renewal of the mutiny had taken place, Vice-admiral 
Colpoys addressed the crew of the London, and asked them if 
they had any grievances remaining. They replied, they had not. 
He then, as a measure of security, ordered the seamen below, 
and the officers and marines to arm themselves. .On observing 
the boats of the delegates from the fleet at St.-Helen's approach
ing the Marlborough, the London's people below began to un
laSh the second-deck guns, and to point them aft and up the 
hatchways. The officers were immediately ordered by the vice
admiral to fire on those that were forcing their way on deck •. 
This was done; and five men were mortally, and six others 
badly wounded. The marines throwing down their arms, the 
seamen now rushed in crowds up the hatchways; and the vice
admiral, unwilling to spill more blood where no good could 
arise, ordered the officers to cease firing. 

The seamen now called for and seized the first lieutenant, Mr. 
Peter Turner Bover, and were proceeding to hang him, when 
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Vice-admiral Colpoys, interfering, told them that Lieutenant 
'Dover had acted in conformity to his, the Vice-admiral's, orders, 
Funded upon instructions received from the admiralty. These 
matruetions the seamen, whom the deleO'ates from the fleet had 
now joined, demanded and obtained. They then ordered Vice
admiral ColpoyB, Captain Edward Griffith, and the whole of the 
oftieers, to their respective cabins. Matters remained in this un
happy state until the 11th, when the crew of the London 
expressed a wish that their admiral and captain should go on 
shOre. 'Vice-admiral Colpoys and Captain Griffith accordingly 
did so, accompanied by the Reverend Samuel Cole, the ship's 
chaplain. 

During these four days of renewed discontent, many captains 
and other officers, whose general conduct on board their ships 
was of an oppressive nature, or deemed so, were unceremoniously 
tumed on shore. At length, on the 14th, Lord Howe arrived 
from London, with plenary powers to settle all matters in dis
pute; bringing with him an act of parliament, which had been 
passed on the 9th, agreeably to the wishes of the seamen; also 
a proclamation, granting the king's pardon to all who should 
immediately return to their duty. 

On the 15th the delegates from the several ships landed at 
Portsmouth, and proceeded to the governor's house; whence, 
alter partaking of some refreshment, tbey marched in procession 
to the sally-port, and there, accompanied by Lord and Lady 
Bowe, and several officers and persons of distinction, embarked 
on board the men-of-war's barges. Having visited the ships at 
St.-Helen's, the ~rty proceeded to Spithead, where the squadron 
-aer Rear-ad1l1ml1 Sir Roger Curtis had just anchored from a 
enUse. The seamen of the latter had manifested symptoms of 
disaffection; but, on a representation of what had taken place, 
they became reconciled to their officers. At 7 P. M. the boats 
tetnrned to Portsmouth, and the delegates carried Lord Howe 
OIl their shoulders to the governor's house. 

Of the officers that had been turned on shore by the seamen, 
lame were racalled, and nearly the whole of the remainder tacitly 
received back. A few of the captains, however, refused to re
sume the command of their ships, and were, in consequence, 
superseded by others. Affairs being amicably adjusted, tbe fl~ 
of disaffection was struck; and on the succeeding day, the 16th, 
at 10 A M., Lord Bridport, with his fleet amounting to 15 sail of 
the line, got under way, but, the wind suddenly veering to the 
'IOUthward, again came to an anchor. On the mornins- of the 
17th the fleet again weighed; and, although the wlDd was 
extremely scant, got round the ledge before noon, and finally 
to sea. ~ 

On arriving oft' Brest, the admiral found the French fleet in 
]!Ort, and likely to remain there. In consequen~e of thi~, the 
Channellleet, now augmented to 21 sail of the bne, continued 
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its cruise to the westward, Sir Edward Pellew, with the Inde
fatigable, and two or three other frigates, being left cruising oft' 
the harbour. By way of preventing Sir Edward from repeating 
his reconnoitring visIts to the port, the admiral in Brest had 
ordered Commodore Ganteaume, with the Mont- Blanc 74, 
Brave rase, 40-gun frigates Romaine and Immortalite, 36-gun 
frigates Precieuse and Coquille, corvette Levrette, and three 
armed luggers, to quit the harbour and lay at single anchor in 
Bertheaume bay. By this French squadron the Indefatigable 
and her consorts were frequently chased, but not to any distance ; 
nor can we find that any shots were ever exchanged. The French 
accounts tell us, however, that M. Ganteaume got praised by 
the directory for having had several engagements with the 
enemy's light squadrons, commanded by Sir John Borlase War-. 
ren and Sir Edward Pellew ; whom he is represented to have 
chased from the coast, and thereby to have favoured the ani.val 
of several convoys.· 

Lord Bridport had been ordered, very properly in the present 
posture of affairs, to keep as much at sea as possible. Hence, 
during the summer months, the fleet returned to port, only to 
refit or revictual, and then was presently out again. The sea
men of the fleet, with very few exceptions, obeyed their officers, 
and conducted themselves with propriety. But, at Plymouth, 
the men belonging to most of the ships evinced a mutinous 
disposition, and, in some instances, proceeded to a great length. 
Finally, however, the seamen at this port became satisfied with 
the terms that had been accepted by their brethren at Ports
mouth, and tranquillity was restored. The inactive state of the 
Brest fleet, during the remainder of this year, afforded to the 
seamen belonging to the Channel fleet no opportunity of evinc- . 
ing, how little their loyalty and courage had been affected by 
the recent unhappy events. 

The fact that, in the latter end of June, owing to the junction 
of the ships from Lorient and Rochefort, and the great exertions 
of the French minister of marine, Truguet, there were at anchor 
in the road ofBrest 19 full-armed sail of the line, besides a great 
many others armed en flute for the reception of troops, renders it 
extraprdinary that no effort should have been made to get the 
Brest fleet to sea; especially, when it was the intention of the 
French government, by the aid of the Dutch fleet, and more than 
treble the quantity of troops they had previously employed, to 
attempt, a second time, the invasion of Ireland. General Hoche, 
who was again to be the commander-in-chief, had gone to Hol- . 
land to inspect Admiral De Winter's fleet lying in the Texel, as 
well as the troops under General Daendels, that were to embark 
on board of it. He had also obtained from the chiefs of the 
Batavian republic funds, sufficient not only to pay the troops, 

• Victoires et Conqu~es, tome viii .. p. 255. 
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but to enable bim to transmit a considerable sum of money to 
M. Truguet, to be applied as an advance to tbe seamen of the 
Brest fleet. Nothing more, in short, was req,uired, than to em
bark the troops and set sail, each fleet from Its respective port; 
when a convulsion at Paris marred all. 

Without ~oing into particulars, we need only state, that the 
executive dtrectory ana legislative body quarrelled; and that 
the latter, gaining the ascendancy, felt itself bound, regardless 
of consequences, to undo all that bad been done by the former. 
On the 16th of July the able minister of marine, Vice-admiral 
Truguet, was removed, and his place filled by M. Pleville-Ie
Peley, a man who at least had the modesty to own, that he was 
ignorant of tbe duties of his office. By the directions of his 
masters, the new minister disarmed the Brest fleet, discharged 
the seamen, and actually sold by public auction several frigates 
and corvettes belonging to the republic. This blight upon the 
French marine lasted until the directory, on the 4th of Septem
ber, regained their influence in the state. An order now Issued 
to re-arm all the ships; but, as Fresh seamen were to be raised, 
and the ships sold to private individuals purchased back, much 
time elapsed, and an enormous expense was incurred, before the 
Brest fleet could be restored to the state in which it was on the 
Ist of July. Ere the utmost exertions of the French govern
ment could accomplish that object, the. year 1797 had run 
itself out. 

The year, however, had not passed away without a second 
effort on tbe pal1; of Great Britain to obtain for Europe the 
blessings of peace. On the 30th of May Lord Malmesbury 
proceeded for that purpose to Lisle, but, after a negotiation 
purposely protracted by the French directory, returned home 
on the 20th of September without having succeeded in his 
mISSIon. 

At the close of the preceding year, we left the Spanish fleet 
in Carthagena, and Admiral Sir John Jervis at anchor in the 
Tagus with 11 sail of the line. exclusive of one 80-gun ship, the 
Gibraltar, bound to Plymouth for repairs, one 74, the Zealous, 
undergoing a repair at Lisbon, and one 64, the St.-AI bans, 
waiting to proceed to England with convoy •. 

On the 18th of January the British adm,ral stood for the 
mouth of the river with bis 11 line-of-battle ships, having, for his 
first object, tbe escort of some Brazil merchantmen and Por. 
tuguese men-of-war to a safe latitude, and, for his next, a junc
tion with the long-expected reinforcement from England at the 
appointed rendezvous off Cape St.-Vincent. 

Comparatively small as Sir John's force was, a new, or ratber 
the repetition of an old, disaster reduced it still more. At 7 h. 
30 m. P. M. the 98-gun ship St.-George, Captaiu Shuldham 
Peard, having previously run foul of a Portuguese frigate and 
carried away the latter's jib-boom and fore topgallantmast, got 
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aground upon the South Cachop. At 9 p. M., the ship strik~ 
very hard, the tiller was broken and the rudder unshipped. The 
St.-George's fore and mizen masts were now cut away to ease 
her; but, notwithstanding every exertion on the part of her 
officers and crew, the St.-George remained aground until the 
evening of the 20th; when, chiefly by the aid of the St.-AIbans, 
she ,again got afloat, and was obliged, of course, to return to 
Lisbon to repair. With his remaining 10 sail, the British ad
miral proceeded to sea, accompanied by the Portuguese corm>y. 

On the 6th of February, while Sir John, having parted from 
the Portuguese ships, was on his retum to his station oft' Ca~ 
St.-Vincent, the five sail of the line· and one frigate, which 
had been detached to him from the Channel fleet, effected their 
junction. Thus reinforced, the admiral had under his command. 
the , 

Gon.ahip 

{
Victory •• 

100 
Britannia 

{
Barfleur. • •• 

98 Prince-George • 

Blenheim •• 
90 Namur'. 

Captain •• 

~ Admiral (b.) Sir John Jenis, K. B. 
• Captain Robert Calder. 

" Geor~e Grey. 
S Vice-adm. Cb.) Charles Thompson. 

• ~ Captain Thomas Foley. 

1 Vice-adm. Cb.) the Hon. Wm. Waldegrave. 
• Captain James Richard Dscres. 

Rear-adm. Cr.) William Parker. 
• Captain John Irwin. 

Thomas Lenox Frederick. 
• " James Hawkins Whitshed. 
S Commodore Horatio Nelson·t 

• ~ Captain Ralph Willett Miller. 
Goliad) • " Sir Charles H. Knowles,BarL 
Excellent " Cuthbert Collingwood. 

74 Orion " Sir James Saumarez. 
Colossus " George Murray. 
Egmont • " John Sutton. 
Culloden • Thomas Troubridge. 
Irresistible • " George Martin. 

64 Diadem.. "George Henry Towry. 

The frigates, by the time some had joined and others parted 
company, remained as follows: 
Gun·tri&". 

38 Minerve •••• 

~ Lively • • . • 
32 Niger ••.• 

Southampton. . 
S/,pI. S Bonne-Citoyenne. 

l Raven ..•• 
Cut. Fox. 

Captain George Cockbum. 
" Lord Garlies. 
" Edward James Foote. 
" JamesMacnamara. 

Charles Lindsay. 
" WiIliam Prowse. 

Lieutenant John Gibson. 

It so happened, that the accession of these five ships did no 
more than make up the number which the admiral had with 

• See p. 22. Captain Brenton (vol. ii., p. 150) by mistake says six. 
t Did not come on board until after the Minerve joiDed compaDl. 
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mm, when be sent home re'Juesting an addition to his force· 
and a sixth, in the list of senous accidents that hefell this flee4 
Tery nearly deprived him of the use of another of his ships. Early 
on the morning of the 12th, when quite dark, as the ships were 
tacking in succession, the Colossus, keeping her wind a little 
too long, compelled the Culloden to bear up to clear her. 
The former then suddenly bore up also, and the two ships ran 
foul of each other. To the Colossus the concussion did but 
.light injury; merely staving some of her upper works, and 
ca1!Ying away her fore topgallantmast. But die Culloden fared 
differently. The knee and cheeks of her head, the head-rails, 
larboard cat-head, bowsprit-cap, bumpkins, jib-boom, and fore 
topgallantmast were entirely carried away, and the bowsprit itself 
was badly sprung. 

Tbis was so serious an injury, that, under any other circum
stances, the Culloden might with propriety have steered for the 
nearest port. But Cap.tain Troubridge prized too highly the 
chance of distinction bkely soon to be afforded him; and the 
Culloden, after the partial repairs which the utmost exertions of 
her active crew could give her, was, to the surprise of all who 
had witnessed her appearance at daylight, reported, in the after-
noon, again ready for se"ice. . 

Sir John J e"is, with liis fifteen sail of the line, persevered in 
working up, against a strong south-east wind, to the neighbour
hood of his rendezvous; not doubting that he should there 
gain a sight, or at least hear tidings, of the Spanish fleet; whose 
force, he:knew, could not well be less than 19, and might amount 
to 30, sail of the line. On the 13th, in the morning. the 
British frigate Mine"e, Captain George Cockbum, bearing the 
broad pendant of Commodore Nelson, and having on board Sir 
Gilbert Elliot, late Viceroy of Corsica, Lieutenant-colonel 
Drinkwater, and others of the viceroy's suite, came into the fleet 
with the intelligence, tbat on the 1 I th, soon after quitting Gib
raltar, she had been chased by two Spanish 1ine-of-battle ships, 
and that afterwards, when in the mouth of the Straits, she got 
sight of the Spanish fleet; of whose strength and probable desti
nation Commodore Nelson communicated some important infor
mation. 

Before sunset the signals were made for the British fleet to 
prepare for battle, and to keep in close order during the night; 
at inte"als of which the signal-guns of the Spaniards were dis
tinctly heard •. At 2 h. 3Q m. A. M. the Portuguese frigate Car-
10tta, commanded by Captain Campbell (a native of Scotland, 
we believe), spoke the Victory, and gaTe information that the 
Spanish fleet was only five leagues to windward. While the 
night-glasses of the British fleet are handing about, and every 
eye is straining for a glimpse of the enemy, we will endeavour to 
trace his route, from the day of his departure from/ort. 

The grand fleet of Spam, under the comman of Admiral 
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Don JOief de Cordova by whom Admiral Langara had been 
recently superseded), in the Santisima Trinidad four-decker, had 
sailed from Carthagena on the 1st of the month. It was com
posed of the 
0l1li._ GIIII.shlp GUD-ahip 
130 Santisima-Trinidad, Atalante, San-Firmin, 

{ 

Concepcion, Bahama, San-Fsco.-de-Paula, 
Conde-de-Regla, Conquistador, San-Genaro, 

112 Mexicano, Firme. San-Ildefonso, 
Principe-de-Asturias. 74 GIorioso, 74 San-Ju.-NepomuceDO 
SaIvador-del-Mundo. Oriente, San-Pablo. 
San-Josef, Pelayo, San-Y sidro, 

80 S Neptuno, San-Antonio, Soberano. 
l Sari-Nicolas, San-Domingo, Terrible, 

exclusive of twelve 34-gun frigates and one brig-corvette, but in 
the names of which scarcely two accounts agree. 

Some gun-boats, and about 70 transports having on board two 
battalions of guards and a Swiss regiment, besides a great quan
tity of ammunition and other military stores, all of which they 
had brought from Barcelona and were conveying to the camp of 
San-Roque, had quitted port along with the fleet. 

On the 5th, at daylight, this numerically powerful fleet passed 
Gibraltar, and, on the afternoon of the same day the Neptuno, 
Bahama, Terrible, and the Guadalupa frigate, escorted the gun
boats and transports into Algesiras, where the troops and stores 
were disembarked. One of the two-deckers immediately re
joined the fleet; and, in a day or two afterwards, the two other 
line-of.battle shiES stood out for the same purpose, but the fleet 
had made sail. While in search of the latter, these two ships 
fell in with and chased the Minerve, as already related. 

The primary destination of the Spanish admiral was Cadiz; 
but the strong easterly gale, which had quickened his passage 
through the Straits, soon blew right in his teeth, and drove his 
ships considerably to the westward of their port. The rumour 
was, that this fleet, if not blockaded in Cadiz, as it no doubt 
would have been, intended afterwards, if not stopped by the way, 
to proceed to Brest, there to join the French and (if another 
stubborn if could be got over) Dutch fleets; and that then, with 
this assembled force, England was to be invaded. . . 

On the evening of the 13th, while still buffeting with adverse 
winds, the look-out frigates of the Spanish fleet, now consisting 
of 25 sail of the line, 11 frigates, and one brig, got sight of some 
of the British ships; but the latter, being tak~n for part of a 
convoy, excited very little attention. As the night advanced, the 
Spaniards busied themselves in making the most of' a sudden 
favourable change of wind, and, without much l;egard to order, 
were crowding sail to get' near the land. . 

The morning of the] 4th, that disastrous day to the Spaniar~~. 
broke dark and hazy upon the two fleets. The fleet of the Bn
tish was formed in two compact divisions, standing on the sta,r
board 'tack *ith the wind at west by' south, Cape St.·Vincent 

• ' o. , , t"" tot:. 9 ,. '.I' • o' -;_ • 0, ,0, ... : 
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. bearing east by north, distant eight leagues. At about 6 h. 30 m. 
4. M. the Culloden made the signal for five sail in the south-west 
by south; and the frigates Lively and Niger (the latter of which 
had joined at 5 A. M., after having kept company with the Spa
nish Heet for some days) presently confirmed the same; adding, 
that the strangers were by the wmd, on the starboard tack. The 
Bonne-Citoyenne sloop was now directed to reconnoitre. At 
8 h. 15 m. A. M. the admiral made the signal for the Heet to form 
in close order, and in a few minutes afterwards, repeated that of 
the preceding evening, to prepare for battle. 

At 9 h. 30m. A.M. the Culloden, Blenheim, and Prince-George 
proceeded, by signal, to chase in the south by west quarter; 
and, upon the Bonne-Citoyenne's signalling, at 9 h. 55 m. that 
she saw eight sail in that direction, the Irresistible, Colossus, 
and Orion were directed to add themselves to the former. At 
about 10 A. M. the chasing ships had advanced so far ahead, as 
to be seen, and, as we learn from the Spanish accounts, made 
out to be ships of the line, by the Spanish reconnoitring frigates 
Santa-Catalina and Preciosa. 

It was then, and not till then, that the Spaniards recovered 
from their delusion, as to the ships in sight being part of a con
voy. But they fell into another. An American, woo had passed 
through the British Heet on the 4th, previously to Rear-aamiral 
Parker's junction, and while the Culloden was absent in chase, 
afterwards spoke the Spanish admiral, and informed him, that 

. Sir John Jervis had with him, as was true enou~h, but nine sail 
of the line. The partial view obtained of the British Heet through 
the intervening fOf;' especially before the ships had extended 
themselves into a smgle line. tended to confirm the statement; 
and the Spaniards were in high glee at the thought of. the tri
umphant entry they should make into the harbour of Cadiz. 

Since 9 A. H. 20 sail of the line, and 31 sail altogether, had 
beeR counted from the Victory's mast-head. At 10 A. M. the 
Minerve made a signal to nearly the same effect. At 10 h. 15 m. 
A. K. the Bonne-Citoyenne announced by signal, that 20 of the 
-strange ships in the south-west by south were of the line. At 
10 h. 40 m. A. M., owing to the weather becoming mot'e hazy, 
Captain Lindsay could aiscover but 16 to be of the line; but 
at 11 A. M. he made the signal for 25 •• 
. By this time the fog having cleared away, had left the two 
fleets at liberty to form an estimate, as far as counting numbers 
could afford it, of their relative strength. What was the surprise 
of the Spaniards, at seeing 15, instead of nine sail of the fine; 
and those 15 ships, formed in two close linea, which stea.dily 

• So stated in the Bonne-Citoyenne's log, aDd except in the SubstiNtiOD ?f 
the Victor;.s for the Bonne-Citoyenne'lI om", in the Victory's log. and in SIr' 
John Jems's letter; at least in that p"blishllCi in tbe London Gazette; but 
stated to be twenty-seven" sail or the line, both in what pUf{)Orts to be a copy 
of that letter, inserted at p. 157, voL ii. or" Brenton'.NayM Histot)',- OIl4llR 
die authois account of the action, .. given at p. 161 ohhe Ilme yolum .. 

TO!.. H. D 

Digitized by Google 



34 BRITISH AND SPANISH FLEETS. 1797. 

advanced to cut off the ships that, owing either to mismanage
ment, or a blind confidence in their numerical strength, had been 
allowed to separate from the main body. The ships of the latter, 
grouped together in wh~t may be called a square, were running 
under all sail, with the wind on the starboard quarter; while the 
leeward most ships were close hauled on the same tack, striving 
hard to effect a junction with their companions, in time to fru&
trate, if possible, the evident design of the British admiral. 

As, besides the object of cutting off the six detached sail of 
the line, it was now an equally important one, to be ready to 
receive the 19 (one with her fore topmast gone), bearing down 
from to-windward, and the advanced ships of which, at a few 
minutes before 11 A. M., began wearing and trimming in succes
sion on the larboard tack, the British admiral, at 11 A. M., ordered 
his Beet to form in line of battle ahead and astern of the Victory, 
as most convenient, and to steer south-south-west; a course that 
kept the enemy's lee or detached division, consisting of one three
decker with a vice-admiral's Bag, five two-deckers, and a few 
frigates, upon the lee or larboard bow. 

The advanced position of the Culloden in the morning'S chase 
conferred upon her the honour of being the leading ship in the 
line about to be formed; which line, when the whole had fallen 
into their stations, was composed of the following ships, standing 
close hauled on the starboard tack, in the order in which they 
are named: Culloden, Blenheim (rather to windward), Prince
George, Orion, Colossus (to windward), Irresistible, Victory, 
Egmo.t, Goliath, BarBeur, Britannia, Namur, Captain, Diadem, 
Excellent. 

Thus formed, the British Beet steered straight for the opening, 
still wide, but gradually narrowing, between the two divisions of 
the Spanish fleet: the leewardmost of which divisions, as if to 
avoid the British line in its approach, had just bore away to 
nearly south-east by south; while the weather division, or the 
advanced portion of it, in very irregular order (several of the 
ships doubling upon each other, and some lying three abreast), 
was steering about north-north-east, with the apparent intention, 
after having passed the British line on the contrary tack, to 
round its rear, and thereby effect the wished-for junction. 

At 12 h. 28 m. A. M. the Victory and the other ships of the fleet 
'hoisted their colours; and in the next minute the signal No. 40 
'Was made, to pass through the enemy's line, the British ships 
still steering about south-south-west, with the wind, as before, at 
west by south. About this time' five out of the six line-of-battle 
ships, in the Spanish lee division, observing that the British 
admiral by keeping his wind had no immediate design upon them, 

. hau.1ed sharp. ~ OR the starboard tack, uif intending to weather 
. the whole BritIsh fleet. The sixth Spaaish ship. a two-decker, 
: c:onti,pued under a crowd of sail steering to the 8Outh~east, and 
; tIIOOn diSIL'ppeared. . 

At 11 he 31 ... ~ .. , having atrived. abreast of the van-shipa 
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of the Spanish weather division, the Culloden, by signal (No. 5) 
from the admiral, commenced a cannonade with her starboard 
guns, and received a fire in return from such ships of the Spanish 
weather division, as could open their batteries without firing into 
a friend. This engagement between the two vans, we have en 
deavoured to illustrate by the following diagram: 

'~ 
BleD. 

~ 
11 h •. 31.m. A..lrI. 

About the time that the British van-ship opened her fire in 
the manner aboye stated, two Spanish three-deckers and a two
decker, from the weather division, stood across the head of the 
British line, and joined the one three, and four two deckers on 
the starboard tack; thus augmenting the Spanish ·lee division 
(excluding the fugitive ship) to eight, and reducing the weather 
division to 16 sail ofthe line. 

At 8 m. past noon, having passed the sternmost of the Spanish 
,weather ships, the Culloden, by signal No. 80, ~cked, and in 
six minutes was followed by the Blenheim, who, like her leader, 
had been distantly engaged on the starboard side. In ten 
minutes afterwards the Prince-George tacked, but had fallen so 
much to leeward as to point nearly towards the centre of tbe re
mainder of her fleet, as it kept advancing on the starboard tack. 
A little before the Prince-George tacked, the Spanish lee division, 
as if it had received some directions from the two three. and one 
two decker that were then joining it from to-windward, and 
which we take to have been the Principe-de-Asturias, Conde-d~ 

. .' »2 
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RegIa, and Oriente, put about on the larboard tack, and stood 
after the Prince-George, or rather, towards the head of that part 
of the British line still on the starboard tack. 

The Orion tacked, next in succession to the Prince-George; 
and the Colossus; as soon as she had arrived in the' wake of the 
former, prepared to do the same, but, while in stays, had her fore 
yard and foretopsail yard shot away in the slings, and her fore 
topmast shot away a little above the cap. Thus disabled from 
tacking, the Colossus was obliged to wear, and, just, as she had 
got her head to the eastward, was menaced with a raking broad
side from the leading three-decker of the Spanish lee division. 
This manifestation of an attack upon her disabled companion, 
induced the Orion, in a very gallant manner, to back her main 
topsail and lay by to cover her. The Spanish ship, however, 
made no such attack, and the Orion pressed on to the assistance 
of the van; the ships of which had been directed, by signal 
No. 34, to alter course a point to starboard, and directly atter
wards, by No. 40, to pass through the enemy's line. 

The four next British ships, coming up in line on the star
board tack, were the Irresistible, Victory, Egmont, and Goliath. 
The first of these, having fired her starboard guns at the enemy's 
weather division, became exposed to the successive fire of the 
two leading three-deckers of the lee division. After discharging 
three or four broadsides in return, the Irresistible stood on a 
little, and then tacked to support the van. 

Meditating, now, a bold manmuvre, the Spanish vice-admiral 
steered to cut the British line ahead of the commander-in-chief; 
but the Victory was too rapid in her advance, and forced the 
Spani~h three-decker to tack close under her lee; raking her, 
while in stays, with destructive effect. This three-decker, which 
was, w~ llelieve, the Principe:<ie-Asturias, now. bore ~p, in utter 
confuslOn; as, after exchangmg a few broadsides With the E~

'mont and Goliath in passing, did the second three-decker, rol
'Iowed by all the six remaining ships of the lee division, except 
the Oriente: which ship gallantly: kept on upon the larboard 
tack, and, passing to leeward of the Britishhne unobserVed in 

'the smoke, succeeded, after the exchan$e of a few shot with the 
Livel)' and one or two of the other Bntish frigates in the rear, 
in jowing her van. This interesting period of the action, we 
have endeavoured to render more:intelligible by the following 
diagram: 
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}pa~t noon. 

Gol. 
Egm. •. 

~ 

l 
At a.bout 1 h. p. M., just as the rearmost ship of that part of 

the British line, which was still on the starboard tack, had ad
vanced so far ahead, as to leave an open sea to leeward of the 
Spanish weather division, then passing in the contrary direction, 
tlie advanced ships of the latter, as the last effort to join their 
lee division, bore up together.· Scarcely was the movement 
made, ere it caught the attention of one, who was as quick in 
foreseeing the consequences of its success, as he was ready, in 
obedience to the spirit, if not the letter, of a signal just made, 
in devising the means for its failure •. That signal (No. 41) bad 
been hoisted ,?n board the Victory at 51 m. past noon,. and di
rected the shlps of the fleet "to take sUltable stations for. 
mutual support, and engage the enemy, as coming up in suc
cession."· 

Commodore Nelson, accordingly, directed Captain Miller to 
wear the Captain., The latter was soon round; and, passing 
between the Diadem and Excellent; ran athwart the bows of 
the Spanish ships as far. as the sixth from the rear, reckoning 
the outside or leeward most ships. . The sixth or most advanced 
ship was known, from her four tiers of ports, to be the San
tisima-Trinida~; and four 'of the remaining five ships were the 
San-Josef, Salvador-del-Mundo, (three-deckers,) San-Nicolas, 
and San-Ysidro. The fifth' ship was a three-decker, and, we 
believe, the Mexicano; but the exact stations of any of these 

• That the Captain wore out of the line in compliance with any signal is, we 
know, contrary to received opinion; but the following stands as an entry in 
the log-bOok' of a ~-ship then at no great distance from her. .. At I, Sir 
John Jervis made the, SIgnal for the English Heet to form line as most convenient. 
On this, the Captain pressed all sail from her station of sailing, and stood on 
and fell into ·our van ahead of us." Although the signal here specified was No. 
31 instead of 41; there is every reason to suppose that the latter, the first sil[D8l 
not having been made since 11 A. H., was the signal to which the entry ~ad 
reference. 
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ships we are unable to state. Indeed, all the Spanish ships were 
huddled together in a very irregular manner, in some cases three 
or four deep, and must have suffered gt'eatly, as their disabled 
appearance soon testified, not only from the fire of their op
ponents, but from the fire of each other. 

At about 1 h. 30 m. the Captain opened ber fire upon the 
Santisima-Trinidad and the ships near her; with the rearmost 
of which the Culloden, about ten minutes before, had recom
menced firing. Frustrated thus by the spirited conduct of the 
Captain and Culloden; and seeing the near approach of the 
Blenheim, Prince-George, and other ships, the Spanish admiral 
gave up the design of running to leeward of tne British Beet, 
and, making the signal to that effect, hauled up on the larboard 
tack. 

At about 2 P. M. the Culloden had stretched so far ahead, as 
to cover the Captain from, the heavy fire poured upon her hy the 
Spanish four-decker and her companion, as ther hauled up and 
brought their broadsides to bear. Of the respIte thus afforded 
to her, the CaJltain took immediate advantage; replenishing her 
lockers with shot, and splicing and repairing her running rig
ging. Shortly afterwards the Blenheim, passing also to wind
warn of the Captain, afforded her a second respite, which was 
taken advantage of as before. The two more immediate op
ponents of the Captain and Culloden had been the San-Y sidro 
and Salvador.del-Mundo: these, baving already lost some of 
their topmasts, and being otherwise in a crippled state, the 
Blenheim, by a few of her heavy broadsides, sent staggering 
astern, to be cannonaded afresh by the Prince-George, Orion, 
and other advancing ships. 

The Victory, soon after her heavy fire upon the Spanish three
decker whom she had caught so oJlportunely in stap under her 
lee, put about on the larboard tacit, and, followed by the Bar
fleur, Namur, Egmont, and Goliath (the two latter partially 
disabled and droPfing astern), pointed to windward of the 
Spanish Beet. At n. 5 m. 'P. M. Sir John directed the Mi
nerve, by signal, to take the disabled Colossus in tow; and at 
1 h. 19 m. P. M., arriving abreast of the Ex.cellent, who was in 
the rear of, what may now be called, the lee division of the 
British fleet, the Victory made the signal (No. 85), to come to 
the wind on the larboard tack. 

In immediate compliance with this signal, the R"(cellent 
hauled sharp up, and at 2 h. 15 m., having reached a station 
ahead of the weather division, was ordered by the Victory, to 
pass through the enemy's line. Such was the expression of the 
signal(No. 40), INt linethere was none. The Spanish·Seet, indeed,· 
from its inereased disorder, now evinced, more clearly than ever, 
that sau'Ve qui peltt was the only directing principle. 

At 2 h. 26 m. the Excellent, having been directed by signal 
(No. 91) to bear up, edged away, and at 2 h. 35 m., amYiDg: 

Digitized by Google 



1797. SIR JOHN JERVIS OFF CAPE ST.-VINCENT. 39 

abreast of the disabled Spanish three-decker Salvador-deI
Mundo, engaged the latter upon her weather bow for a few 
minutes; then passed on to the next Spanish ship in succes
sion, the San-"Y sidro, and whose three topmasts had already 
been shot away. This ship Captain Collingwood engaged 
closely on the lee beam until about 2 h. 53 m. P. M.; when, 
after a gallant defence in her crippled state from the fire of 
former opponent, the San-Y sidro hauled down the Spanish, and 
hoisted the English flag. The Excellent, then, in obedience to 
the signal (No. 66) just made by the Prince-George and repeated 
by the Victory, filled and stood OD, first apprizing the admiral, 
by signal No. 26, that the San-Y sidro was not secured. 

Very BOon after the Excellent had quitted the Salvador-del-:
Mundo for the San-Y sidro, the Irresistible and Diadem com
menced an attack upon the former; the 74 stationing herself 
upon the weathel' bow, and the 64 upon the lee quarter, of the 
Spanish three-decker, then with her fore and main topmasts gone, 
and otherwise much disabled. At 2 h. 35 m. P. M., finding the 
shot of the Irresistible and Diadem, particularly of the latter, 
falling near and over her as she advanced to rake the Salvador, 
the Victory directed her two friends to discontinue the engage
ment; but ships are very apt to misunderstand, or not to see, 
this signal, and, in the present instance, No. 52 required to be 
repeated three times before it was complied with. Observing the 
Victory about to pass under her stem, and that the Barfleur was 
following close, the Salvador-del.Mundo, whose mizen topmast 
had since shared the fate of the fore and main, very judiciously 
hauled down her flag as soon as some of the Victory's bow guns 
began to bear upon her.· 

This was just at 3 P. H., and the Diadem and Lively were im
mediately directed by signal to take charge of the prizes; the 
frigate, of the San-Y sidro, and the 64, of the Salvador; but 
which latter the Diadem, by signal, afterwards resigned to 
the Bonne-CitoyenDe, in order to attend upon the disabled 
Captain. 

At about 3 h. 15 m. P. M. the Excellent, whom we left stand
ing on from her prize, the San-Y sidro, to seek a fresh opponent 
among the flying Spaniards ahead, came to close action with the 
SO-gun ship San-Nicolas, then with her fore topmast gone, and 
who, until the Excellent arrived abreast of her to leeward, had 
been in hot action with the Captain. Passing within ten feet 
of the San-Nicolas's starboard side, the Excellent poured in a. 
destrllctive fire, and, in compliance with the signal then Bying, 

• Relyill8 upon the published accounts, we fonnerly stated, that the Victory 
poured in a destructive fire; but not a word appears in the Victory's log of her 
having fired at all at the Salvador-del-Mundo. and many persons present in the 
action are still of opinion that she did not. Yet the fact has been very difF~ 
ently represented. See Colonel Drinkwater's Narrative, p. 17; Marshall, vol. 
i .. p...I6; and BnmtoD, TOI. H., p. 164. 
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to fill and stand on, made sail ahead. In luffing up to avoid 
Captain Collingwood's salute, the San-Nicolas ran foul of the 
San-Josef, whose mizenmast had already been shot away, and 
who had received considerable other damage, by the well-di
rected fire in succession of the Captain, Culloden, Blenheim, 
and Prince-George, of the latter in particular. 

As soon as the Excellent was sufficiently advanced to be clear 
of her, the Captain luH'ed up as close to the wind as her shat
tered condition would admit; when her fore topmast, which had
already been severely shot t.hrough, fell over the side. In this
unmanageable state, with her wheel shot away, and all her 
sails, shrouds, and running rigging, more or less cut; with the 
Blenheim ahead, and the Culloden crippled astern, no alter
native remained but to board the Spanish two-decker. As a 
well-judged preparative, the Captain reopened, within less than 
20 yards, her larboard broadside, the heavy fire from which the 
San-Nicolas returned with spirit for several minutes; when the 
Captain suddenly put her helm a-starboard, and, on coming to, 
hooked with her larboard cat-head the starboard quarter-gallery 
of the San-Nicolas, and with her spritsail yard the latter's 
mizen rigging. We prefer giving what immediately ensued in 
the words of Commodore Nelson himself. "The soldiers of 
the 69th," he says, "with an alacrity which will ever do them 
credit, and Lieutenant Pearson, of the same regiment, were 
almost the foremost on this service. The first man who jumped 
into the enemy's mizen chains, was Captain Berry, late my first 
lieutenant: (Captain Miller was in the very act of going also, 
but I directed him to remain;) he w~ supported from our 
spritsail yard, which h<>C;)ked in the mizen-riggmg. A soldier of 
the 69th regiment having broke the upper quarter--gallery win
dow, I jumyed in myself, and was followed by others as fast as
possible. found the cabin-doors fastened: and some Spanish 
officers fired their pistols: but, having broke open the doors, the 
soldiers fired; and the Spanish brigadier (commodore with a 
distinguishing pendant) feU, as retreating to the quarterdeck. I 
pushed immediately onwards for the quarterdeck; where I 
found Captain Berry in possession of the poop, and the Spanish 
ensign hauling down. I passed with my people and Lieutenant 
Pearson~on thelarboard gangway, to the forecastle; where I met 
two or three Spanish officers, prisoners to my seamen: they 
delivered me their swords. - A fire of pistols, or muskets, open.
ing from the admiral's stem-gallery, of the San-Josef, I directed 
the soldiers to fire into her stem; and, calling to Captain Miller, 
ordered him to send more men into the San-Nicolas,; -snd directed 
my people to board the first-rate, which· was done in an instant, 
Captain Berry assisting me into the main chains. At this mo.
ment, a Spanish officer looked over the quarterdeck rail, and 
said they surrendered. From this most welcome intelligence, it 
was not long before I was on the quarterdeck; where the Spanish 
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captain, with a bow, presented me his sword, and said the ad
miral was dying of his wounds. I asked him, on his honour, if 
the ship was surrendered. He declared she was: on which I 
guve hlm my hand, and desired him to call on his officers and 
ship's company, and tell them of it; which he did :-and, on 
the quarterdeck of a Spanish first-rate, extravagant as the story 
may seem, did I receive the swords of vanquished Spaniards; 
wh1ch, as I received,1 gave to William Fearney, one of my 
bargemen; who put them, with the greatest sang-froid, under 
his arm. I was surrounded by Captain Berry, Lieutenant 
Pearson, of ' the 69th regiment, John Sykes, Jo11n Thompson, 
Francis Cooke, all old Agamemnons; and' several other brave 
men, seamen and soldiers. Thus fell these ships."~ 

There is, it appears,' a doubt whether the S8.n-Josef got foul 
of the San-Nicolasjust before, or during, Commodore Nelson's 
possession of the latter: at all events, it seems certain, that the 
San-Josef fell on board by the stem, and afterwards dro~ped 
broadside-to; in which position she was boarded from the San
Nicolas, as already described. But a more serious doubt attaches 
to the statement of the San-Josers surrender having been the 
consequence of that boarding. As far as our researches have 
gone, it appears to be clearly established, that the Prince-George' 
\q8,engaging the, San-Josef at the moment she got foul; and 
that therolmer ship only: suspended her fire until, having edged 
away,to leeward of the Captain and San-Nicolas, she was able 
to,resume it ahead and clear of the Captain; that the San-Nico
las at this, moment fired into the Prince George, who accord
inglybeetowed part of her return fire upon the San-Nicolas, 
ana continued' her fire upon both S~anish ships until, at the' 
end of some Jninutes, hailed from the Captain, to announce that 
they had struck. 

Soon after quitting the San-Ni colas, the Excellent succeeded 
in getting close under the lee of the Santisima-Trinidad, then in 
hot aetion with the Blenheim, Orion, and Irresistible. At the 
end of an oour this four-decked ship, whose fore and mizen masts 
had been shot away, and whose damages, in sails, rigging,and 
hall, were conspicuous to all her an~nists, dropped, we will 
not say ha.uled down her eolOU1'S. One might conjecture that 
they merely,disappeared when. the mizenmast fell; but, accord
~ to an entry in the Orlon's log, the ship actually hoisted 
English colours in lieu, of them. The Santisima-Tlinidad had· 
undoubtedly suffered -enough, especially from the Blenheim, who 
had, engaged her closely for some time, to render luch a step no 
way discreditable to her. . 

At this crisis in the fate of Admiral Cordon's ship,t two of 
thevan-ahips, having wore, were advancing to her support; two 

.. Naval Chronicle, vol. ii. p. 500 •. 
t It ap~ however, that, like the French admirals, he had embarked on 

boarda·frigate. . . 
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fresh ships, under a crowd of sail (two of the three which had 
previously been detached to Algesiras""), were coming down from 
the west-south-west; and the lee division of seven sail of the 
line,t well formed, and including among them three three-deck
ers, having made a good stretch to windward on the starboard 
tack, were approaching on the opposite or larboard one, from the 
southward. These 11 ships, fasklosing round the yielding, if 
not already surrendered four-decker, saved her from further mo
lestation. 

It was about 3 h. 52 m. when the Victory, then on the star
board tack, observing the approach of those fresh ships, made the 
signal for the fleet to prepare to bring to, in order to be ready to 
cover the prizes and disabled British ships. At 4 h. 15 m. a sig
nal was made for the frigates to take the F.s in tow, and at 
4 h. 39 m. for the ships of the fleet to form JD. close line ahead in 
the wake of the Victory. At about 4 h. 50 ID. P. K. the Britanni~ 
who, from her "low sailing, had hitherto poeaesaed no chance of 
getting into action, happening to lie in the way of the S~nish 
lee division in its approach to succour the Santisima-Trmidad, 
became exposed to a few comparatively harmless broadsides; 
which the Britannia herself, assisted \)y the Orion, and one or 
two other ships, returned. This was the last of the battle of 
Valentine's day; and at 5 p. M., the British advanced ships hav
ing previously, in compliance with the signal to that effect,. 
desisted from pursuit, the firing on both sides ceased. . 

The damages of the British ships, in a general point of view, 
were of very trifling amount. The only ship dismaated was the 
Captain; whose fore topmast, as already related, had been C81'

Red away: her hull was also much hit. With respect to the 
Colossus, when at 1 h. 30 ID. P. K., the Minerve approached to 
take her in tow, her assistance was declined, and, the former 
having, by 3 P. M., with creditahle zeal JUld alacrity,. got up a 
topsail yard for a fore yard, and set upon it a treble-reefed fore 
topsail, Captain Murray felt little inclined to have the Colossul 
considered as a disabled ship. The Egmont had received one 
shot through the main, and another through the mizen mast; 
and the Goliath, a shot through her foremast: in both cases from 
the two three-deckers belonging to the enemy's lee division. . 

The Culloden had her fore and main masts, main topmastJ 
several other spars, and the chief of her rigging and sails shot 
through. Her boats had been cut to pieces; her bull was also 
pierced with shot, both above and below water, and the ship, ill· 
consequence, was very leaky. She had likewise one carronade, 
and two lower and two seconddeck guns dismounted. If we add 
to all this the damage she had previously sustained by fUnDing 
fOul of the Colossus, the Cullodeo's state after the action may be" 
pronounced to have been the worst in the Ileet. 

• See p. 82. The Guadalupa frigate had joined about an hour before. 
t Log of Southampton; thus confirming our account. ' 
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The Blenheim also was much cut up. All her masts, yards, 
and bowsprit were more or less wounded. She had received 105 
round shot in the bull, many of them near the water's edge; and 
her two foremost ports on the larboard side were knocked into 
one.- Nor will this account of her damage be considered extra· 
ordinary, when it is known that, at one time during the action, 
she had five Spanish ships upon her at once, a three-decker on 
her larboard bow, two two-deckers astern, the four decker close 
on her larboard beam, and a second three-decker on her larboard 
quarter. . 

The loss sustained by the British was comyaratively of no great 
amount, and fell, except in the cases of the ~ont and Colossu8. 
where the damages were the heaviest. The Egmont had not a 
man hurt. The Britannia had one seaman, the Diadem, one 
seaman and one soldier, the Colossus, four seamen and one ma .. 
rine, the Barfleur, seven seamen, the Goliath, four seamen and 
four marines, and the Orion, one midshipman (Thomas Mansel), 
six seamen, and two marines wounded. The Victory had one 
seaman killed, and two seamen and three marines wounded; the 
Namur, two seamen killed and five wounded; and the Prince--
6eorge, seven seamen and one marine killed, and seven seamen 
wounded. The Irresistible (on board of which ship at 5 P ••• 
Commodore Nelson shifted his broad pendant), had one sergeant 
of marines and four seamen killed, one lieutenant (Andrew 
Thompson), one midshipman (William Balfour), one master's 
mate (Hugh M'Kinnon), 10 seamen, and one marine wounded. 
The Excellent, her boatswain (Peter Peft'ers), eight seamen, and 
two marines killed, one master's mate (Edward Augustus Down), 
mae seamen, and two marines wounded. The Culloden, one 
lieutenant of marines (George A. Livingstone), seven seamen, 
and two marines killed, 39 seamen and eight marines WOU!lded~ 
The BleDheim, 10 seamen and two soldiers kiBed, one lieutenant 
(Edward Libby), Ofte master's mate Joseph Wixon, since dead); 
her boatswain (James Peacock), 39 seamen and seven soldiers. 
wounded. The Captain, one major of marines (William Norm), 
one midshipman (James Goodench), 19 seamen, and three sol .. 
diers killed, the commodore (l1y a bruise), her boatswain (Mr. 
Canington), one midshipman (Thomas Lund), 49 seamen, and. 
four soldiers wounded; making a total of 73 killed, and 227-
wounded. 

The latteT number, however, eomprised only the badly 
wounded; a great number of whom dIed. In this case, con
trary to what is customary, the slightly wounded, or thos6 
deemed 80 at the date of the despatches, were not allowed to be 
included in the returns. One consequence of this was, that 
amputations, arising from mortification and other unexpected 
eha.nges, were actually undergOJle by several, who had no.t ~ 
Rtumed as wOQDded. In comparing, therefore, the loss 10 ~bi& 
general action with that ia any other, it will be fair to conauiel: 
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the total of killed and wounded to have amounted, not to 300, 
but, at the least, to 400 men. 

According to the Spanish accounts, ten of their ships, exclu
sive of those captured, suffered materially in the action; but, at 
its close, not above half the number presented any appeal'ance of· 
being crippled. ·The chief of these was the Santisima-Trinidad.· 
Another, probably, was the Soberano; and the Conde-de-Regla, 
Principe-c:ie-Asturias, and Mexicano, three-deckers, having been 
the nearest ships to the English line, were doubtless more or less· 
dam~ed by the latter's unremitting fire. 

Of the prizes, we are enabled to give a somewhat more par
ticular account. The Salvador-del-M undo and San-Ysidro had: 
each lost all three topmasts; the San-Josef, her mizenmast and· 
main topmast; and the San-Nicolas, her fore topmast. All 
four ships had received innumerable shots in their hulls, and 
were very leaky in consequence. The San-Nicolas caught fire 
twice after possession had been taken of her ; but the Captain's 
firemen, under tbedirection of Lieutenant Peter Spicer, the 
prize-master, extinguished the flames before they had spread to 
any injurious extent. 

The loss sustained by the Santisima-Trinidad, accordi~ to 
the Spanish accounts, amounted to upwards of 200, in kIlled 
and wounded together. The Salvador-del-Mundo lost five 
officers, and 37 artillerists, seamen, and soldiers killed, three 
officers, and 121 artillerists, seamen, and soldiers wounded; the 
San-Y sidro, 29, including four officers, killed, and 63, including 
eight officers, wounded; the San-Josef, 46, including two 
officers, killed, and 96, including five officers, wounded; and 
the San-Nicolas, 144, includin~ four officers, killed, and 59, 
including eight officers, wounded: making a total, on board the 
four prizes alone, of 261 killed, and 342 wounded. 

Highly to the discredit· of the . Spanish government, the 
medical and chirurgical chests of the surgeons were deficient. of 
almost every necessary article. It was fortunate for the poor 
wounded men, that the British surgeons were as able, as they 
were willing, to remedy the evil. . . 

The addition of the loss alleged to have been sustain~ by 
the Santisima-Trinidad, makes a total of 803, in killed and 
wounded ~ether. Some loss must undoubtedly have been 
sustained by: three or four others of Admiral Cordova's ships; 
and, could the whole be computed, the amount wo~d probably 
fall little short of 1000 men. Even this less is barely a4equate 
to the immense quantity of powder and shot repotted to have 
been expended by the principally engaged British sbi~. ..' 

'The C.ptain expended 146, the CullOden, 170, the Blenheim, 
180, and the PrlDce George, 197, barrels of ~wder. the 
Oaptain, it is further stated, expended more shot than the 
quantity usually supplied to a ship of her class; ~JJd, when 
i'ound'shot or grape were wanted for her 32-pbunder carronades, 
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her seamen used seven 9-pound shot as a substitute: a die-
· charge that, at a short distance, must have caused great 
slaughter. 

TIle detached and confused state of the Spanish fleet at the 
beginning of the attack, and the consequent partial and irregular 
manner in which the ships came into action, would render unfair 
any statement of comparative force drawn up in the usual 
manner; that is, by confronting the totals on each side. We 
shall simply state that, as the British line consisted of 15,so the 
Spanish line (if line it could ever be called) consisted, at first, 
of 25, and afterwards of 27 sail, or rather of 26, one ship having, 

· as already stated, fled just before the commencement of the 
engagement. Those, however, who wish to see the real force of 

· the opponent fleets, may ascertain, with sufficient accuracy, the 
guns and men of every British ship, by referring to her class in 
the first annual abstract. The force of the Spanish ships of the 

· three classes, 112s, 80s, and 74s, respectively, may be taken, 
upon an average, to have been the same as that of the captured 
ships; of which, as already has appeared, there were two belong
ing to the first; and one to each of the other classes. 

As to the I30·gun ship, of four decks, we shall have no diffi
culty in showing, as near as will be necessary, what her force 
was. The Santisima-Trinidad was built at Havana in the year 
1769, as a 112-gun ship, similar to the San-Josef or Salvador
del-Mundo, except probably in possessing rather more breadth 

· of beam. It appears dlat, some time between the commence
ment of 1793 and the end of 1796, her quarterdeck and fore-

· castle were formed into a whole deck, barricades built up along 
her gangways, and ports cut through them, so as to make the 
total number of 8-pounders on that deck" equal in amount to the 

· 12s on the deck next below it. This accounts for 126 guns: 
the remaining four, we may suppose, were mounted on the poop. 
The Santisima-Trinidad was therefore a flush four-decker, that 
exceeded the three-decked 112& in force, only by fourteen a
pounders. and four pieces of a still smaller caliber. 

The following short table contains the exact. force, in guns 
and men, of the four prizes at the time of their capture: 

8ALVADOB-
8AN-.JOSEP. DEL-JlUNDO. II.N-lQCOLA8. SAN-YSmao. 

-- No. PdrI. No. Pm. No. Pdn. No. Pdn. 
· First or lower deck. 30 long 36- 30 long 36 30 long 36 28 long 24 
Seeond deck... ...... 82 " 18 32 .. 18 32 .. 18 30 .. 18 
Third cleck........... 32 .. 12 30 .. 12 
Q.-deck & fotecaStle 18" 8 20" 8 18.. 8 16.. 8 

Carriage-guns ......... 112 
Men and boyst ....... 917 

112 
850 

80 
630 

74 

• Spanish caliber: see vol. i.t p. 43. 
t Aa enllJlie1'ated in the head-money ~ta. It is rather singular that, 
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- The most striking feature in this highly important victory is 
the boldness that prompted the attack. Another commander 
might have paused ere, with 15 sail of the line, he ran into the 
midst of 25; and then the separated ships would have closed, 
and the enemy's line been 100 compact to be attempted with any 
hope ofsuccet!s. But Sir John Jervis, relying upon the firmness 
of his band, and viewing with the eye of a practised seaman the 
loose ·and disordered state of the foe, resolved at once to profit 
by it: he rushed on and conquered. That, as usually asserted, 
he broke the enemy's line, cannot be said; for there was no line 
to be broken. An acknowledgment, which the gallant admiral 
himself was more ready to make than any of his eommentators ; 
for, in one of his letters relative to some charge that had been 
made against a Spanish rear-admiral engae:ed in the fleet, Sir 
John says, " I am ignorant in what part of the Spanish line, if it 
can be called one, Moralez served."· Sir John, in fact, chose 
the proper moment for advancing: he had a leader who knew 
not what it was to flinch or hang back; and he had all about 
· him emulous to follow the example set them by Captain Trou
bridge. 

On the other hand, the 'Very front put on by the British was 
enough to sink the hearts of the Spaniards; for it is one of the 
characteristics of true valour, to daunt by its intrepidity, and to 
begin to subdue, ere it begins to combat. If-the Spaniards were 
in confusion at the commencement, they were still more so during 

· the progress, of the action. Their ships were so huddled toge-
· ther, tliat, if a shot did not strike one, it was almost StIre to 
· strike another; and many of the ships were unable to fire at all, 
without firin~, as they frequently did, into their comrades. All 
this disorder mfused additional confidence into the British; and 
they" rattled through" the business, more as if it were a game 
of harmless sport, than one in which the hazard thrown was for 
life or death. At length the separated divisions got together, 

. and the Spanish admiral formed his ships in line. Instantly the 
British admiral assembled his scattered ships, and soon formed 
them in equal, if not better order. Each party then drew off, 
the one to lament, the other to exult, over the occurrences of 
the day. 

The acknowledged crippled state of the Santisima-Trinidad, 
and of one or two other shlps of the Spanish fleet, at the cI68e of 
the action, renders it doubtful whether more might not have 
been done, had 'the British fleet continued in pursuit. Night, 
it is.true, .was ,coming on; but it was that very night which 
would.have brought the two.tleets nearer to an equahty. The 
greater the difficulties of manreuvring, the gl'eater. were. the 
in an action· about whi~h so much has been said and written, no aCcount of 
the compJements of the captured ships lihol,lld have been published; not even 
in th~ official JeUer, where the Ilccount ought to have appeared. . 

It Clarke and. M'Ardiur'. Life or Nelson, voL ii., p. lIS. 
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chances in favour of the British; and, with 12 ships formed as 
British ships usually are formed, it is a question whether, when 
the darkness of a February night added its horrors to the 
destructive broadsides of a gallant and well-disciplined, though 
numerically inferior enemy, the Spanish admiral would not have 
abandoned the whole of his crippled ships to the conquerors. 

Before we take our final leave of this. action, impartiality 
demands from us some inquiry into the more immediate causes 
which led to the defeat, such as it was, of an enemy, whose cha
racter for courage has ever been so justly extolled. One fact is 
certain, that the crews of the Spanish ships were the most 
worthless that can be conceived: they were composed of pressed 
land men and soldiers of the new levies, with about 60, or at 
most 80, seamen to each ship. Is it necessary to go farther 1 
Can it be surprising that "tne poor panic-struck wretches," in 
the words of an intelligent writer,· "when called upon to go 
aloIt to repair the injured rigging, fell immediately on their 
knees, and in that posture cried out, that they preferred being 
· sacrificed on the spot, to performing a duty in the execution of 
which they considered death as inevitable 1" 
· As a proof, too, of what little use their numerical superiority 
of guns was to the Spaniards, four or five of the San-Josers 
quarterdeck goDS on the starboard side, which was that chiefly 
engaged, were found with their tompions in. Innumerable other 
instances might be adduced, to show that their numbers were a 
detriment to them rather than an advantage. 

Had eight of the 25 ships, present in the morning of the 
action, been left at Carthagena, and the 500 seamen they pro-
· bably contained been substituted for twice the number of raw 
hands taken from the remaining 17 ships, the Spaniards would, 
at least. have made a better stand; and the victory have been 
achieved, for achieved it still would have been, at a far greater 
expense of lives. British lives are here meant: of Spanish lives, 
indeed, many were sacrificed, as the returns of the four captured 
ships fully testify. Nor must it be forgotten, how resolutely 
those ships were defended. Whatever may have been the 
quality of the crews, the courage of the officers was of the tJ1le 
Castilian stamp. It is with t11ese that the act of surrender 
chiefly rests. The disaffected part of the crew may aim badly, 
fire slowly, and even skulk from their quarters; but the seamen 
cannot, without open mutiny, come aft and strike the colours. 
Upon the whole, the victory off Cape St. Vincent, although, 
from its consequences as a political event, pre-eminently great, 

· from its merits as a naval combat, cannot be considered, espe
cially when the quantum of effective resistance is taken into the 
account, in an equal degree glorious • 

• Lieutenant-eolonel Drinkwater. See his "Narrative of the proceedings 
of the ~~ a-, CODlmaDded by AdmjIal Sir Jolm Jervil,· LB.;" p. 26. 
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The English accounts, official and otherwise, demand from us 
a few words. Sir John J ervis's public letter has been complained 
of for its brevity. It is, indeed, both brief and obscure, and, 
for that reason, of very little use to the historian. Therefore, we 
~lUst not bear too bard upon the accounts drawn up and pub
]Ished by private individuals. Against Admiral Ekins, how
ever, we have a complaint to make, that applies to nearly all the 
cases he records. lIe suffers his reader. to pore over half a 
. dozen quarto pages of dry tactical matter, and to inspect an 
equal number of numerously figured plates (none of which are to 
be understood at a glance), merely to tell him, that all he has 
read. and all he has looked at, is erroneous: another account, 
and another set of plates. are tben given, entirely altering the 
features of the battle of. which he is desirous to give an 
account • 

. It' anyone was capable of doing justice to the S1. Vincent 
YlctOry, one might suppose it would be the writer who had been 
.~ntrusted by tbe gallant chief with all his memoranda respecting 
It. But we do not hesitate to say, and we appeal to facts for 
the truth of our assertion, that Captain Brenton s accoUllt of his 
~tron'8 action is the most imperfect of any that has been pub
lished. . Its brevity may explain its incompleteness. but only 
renders the more extraordinary its many maccuracies. That 
this writer should be contented with giving a superficial account 
is, _ indeed, most singular, for he actually begins by saying,. 
"The particular details of tbis memorable Jay deserve our 
serious attention.". However, there is no deficiency of decla
mation, as tbe following passage will demonstrate: "From this 
day the old fashion of counting tbe ships of an enemy's Beet, 
and calculating the dis~arity of force, was entirely laid aside. 
and a new era may be said to have commenced in the art of war 
at sea." The opponents of Sir John Jervis, it is admitted, were 
Spaniards every man of them; andyet it is of Spaniards that 
Captain Brenton elsewhere says, "There is little credit to be 
gained in conquering such antagonists."t Where an admiral 
and a post-captain have failed, a colonel of infantry has in a 
great measure succeeded; and this, strange to say, In drawing 
up an account of a battle at sea. For our part we cannot but 
acknowledge that, altllough we have discovered some errors in 
it, our difficulties have been greatly smoothed by a reference to 
. Colonel Drinkwater's pamphlet. 

During the night succeeding the action both Beets lay to 
repairing their damages; and daybreak on the 15th discovered 
. them on opposite tacks, each formed in line of battle ahead. 
Although possessing the weathe~e, the Spaniards mad~ no 
serious attempt to renew the action. We say, no senous 
attempt, because, at about 2 h. 30 m. p. M., the Spanish- fleet did. 

. • Brenton, vol. ii., p. 15i. t Ibid. p. Id. 
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bear down, formed in order of battle, to the number, including 
the crippled ships, of 21 sail of the line, besides the Santisima
Trinidad, at a great diRtance oft', in tow by a frigate. No sooner, 
however, did tne British fleet, with the Captain in tow, and the 
Colossus and Culloden scarcely in a state to keep the line, haul 
its wind. than the Spaniards, very complaisantly, did the same. 
Had the latter persevered in their advance, it was the intention 
of Sir John J ervis, as given out in orders, to destroy the captured 
ships. Fortunately for the credit of the victory, this arterna
tive was not resorted to, and the four prizes were preserved. 

On the 16th, at about 3 p. M., the British fleet and prizes an
chored in Lagos bay, Portugal. Shortly afterwards Sir John 
detached Captain Velterers Comewall Berkeley, with the 18-
pounder frigates Emerald and Minerve, 12-pounder frigate Ni
ger, and sloops Bonne-Citoyenne and Raven, to look after the 
Santisima-Trinidad, which, it was known, had separated from 

'her fleet in tow of a frigate. . 
On the 20th, at 3 p. M., Cape St.-Vincent bearing about north

north-west distant 27 leagues, and the wind blowing strong from 
the east-south-east/these three frigates and two sloops were fortu
nate cnou~h to descry the object of their pursuit in the east by 
llorth, under her mainsail, with a jury mizenmast. being towed 
by a frigate. A brig was also seen ID company. The British 
squadron, by signal from the commodore, made sail in chase. 
Immediately on observing this, the Spanish frigate cast oft' the 
four decker, set all sail, and stood to the westward. At 5 h. 
30 m., by the Emerald's log, the signal was made to prepare for 
battle; and at 6 p. M., by the log of the Minerve, the Spanish 
ship was distant from her thl'ee miles. At this time-but, let us 
take the words from the log of the commodore's ship. "Made 
the signal to keep sight of the enemy, or make known their mo
tions by day or night; onlr, being answered by the Minerve, 
wore ship to the northward.' . 

Soon after this extraordinary step was taken, the British 12-
p<!undel' 32-gun fligate Terpsichore, Captain Richard Bowen, 
Joined company. Still the heads of the Bntish frigates were kept 
to the nortnward. and the Santisima-Trinidad was soon out of" 
sight. Even the Spanish frigate effected her escape; but not so< 
the bri~: the latter, at 6 A. M. on the 21st, was brought to by 
the Mmerve, and proved to be a deep· laden Danish brig from 
Barcelona to Cadiz; a prize of course, and, we believe, a valuable-
one. ' 

Let us see how a contem'(?orary handles this affair. "Captain. 
:Berkeley did not think. it nght ~o attack her (the four-dec~er),. 
and recalled Cockburn ID the Mmerve and Foote of the Nlger,: 
just as tbe former of these officers was about to brin~ her to close 
action. Captain Berkeley was much censured for ilis apparent 
want of resolution, but Cockburn gave the commander-m-chief 
SO fair ~d impartial an ac~ount of the whole transactio~, as to 
vO~IL B 
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('onvirtce him that Captain Berkeley had acted with no more 
haUl becoming prudence. We may however be permitted to 

regret that the circumstance ever bappened."· 
Coupling this apologetical account with the entry in the Em&

raId's log, a8 to the omission of a part of the squadron to answer 
the signal to keep sight of the enemy, we are bound to consider 
tllat some such reason did induce Captain Berkeley to discontinue 
the chase. Why, then, did he not bring the captains of the Ni
ger, Bonne-Citoyenne, and Raven, to a court-martial for their 
disobedience 1 We are persuaded, however, that the Niger was 
as ready to attack as the Minerve; and we believe that the Ra
ven brig had just before parted company: hence, in this view of 
the case, the Bonne-Citoyenne was the only ship whose com
mander evinced a reluctance to unite with three fngates in keep
ing sight of an enemy's crippled first-rate. Had the Bonne-Ci
toY'enne been a frig-.de like the Emerald or the Minerve, her 
defection might have' been worth counting upon; but she was .. 
ship of only 20 guns. Upon the whole, this was a sad business. 
Let us therefore hasten to relate a fact, that will o?erate as a far 
better comment upon Captain Berkeley'8 behavlOur than any 
thing we, or anyone else, can say. 

We mentioned that, towards the close of this discreditable 
rencontre, a frigate joined company. Here, even upon Captain 
Berkeley's own showing, was a frigate of equal force to the one 
complained of; and yet no effort, that we can discover, was made 
to renew the pursuit of the retreating enemy. The Terpsichore 
soon afterwards parted companY', and was cruising alone; whe
ther with the intention, single-handed, of seeking an enemy's 
ship, which three frigates, two of them heavier than herself, bad 
declined to follow, we cannot say; but we will say that, if there 
was any officer in the British navY' who would undertake so bold 
and perilous an enterprise, it was Captain Richard Bowen. 

On the 28th, at 7 p. M., Cape Spartel bearing eas1-north-east 
distant 23 leagues, by accident we must suppose, the very San
tisima Trinidad, so avoided, as she was striving to regain the 
coast, from which she had been driven by a gale, was fallen in 
with by the Terpsichore. On the 1st of March, at daylight, the 
strange ship was descried in the east-south-east, at the distance of 
about three miles. Instantly the British frigate cleared for a~ 
tion, and at 9 A. M. bore down towards the enemy; whose four 
decks and dismasted state made her known at once to Captain 
Bowen, as the ship from which his friends had retreated. 

At ]0 A. M. the Terpsichore brought to and began engaging 
the Spanish first-rate, and so manreuvred as to keep tolerably 
cleal' of the broadside of the latter; who had therefore no guns but 
ller chasers, wherewith to re<Iuite the temerity of her pigmy foe. 
At half-past midnight the Terpsichore ceased firing, and COlD-

• Brenton, ToL ii., p. 155. 
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menced ~aking new wads and filling powder, as well as repair
ing her running rigging and sails, wnich had been much cut by 
the four-decker's shot. The frigate sustained no .loss; but it was 
afterwards reported, that the Santisima-Trinidad had nine men 
killed and several wounded by the Terpsichore. 

On the 2d., at 8 A.. M., the Santisima-Trinidad bore from the 
frigate south-west-half-south distant about six miles, thll wind 
then at north-north-east. Captain Bowen continued to keep 
company with his opponent until noon; when, Cape Spartel 
bearing south-east-half-south distant ei~ht or nine leagues, 12 
ail oC-Spanish men of war, part of Admiral Cordova's Beet, hove 
in sight to the northward. On this the Terpsichore made sail in 
an opposite direction, and anchored on the 4th in Tangier bay. 
The Santisima-Trinidad afterwards p'ut into AIgesiras; whence, 
-00 being partially refitted, she set sad for Cadiz, and, towards the 
end of the month, reached that port in safety. Of this spirited 
skirmish between a British 12-pounder frigate and a Spanish 
first-rate, we shall say no more than that, whether or not 
Captain Berkeley's conduct deserved a court-martial, Captain 
Bowen's conduct deserved the public thanks of the commander
in-chie£ 

While the British fleet lay at Lagos bay, the Spanish prisoners 
received from the four prizes, numbering about 3000, were landed; 
and, a receipt being first given for them by the proper officer, 
were allowed to remain on/shore. On the 23d, after experiencing 
the tail of a gale of wind which, had it blown home, would pro
bably have forced several of the ships on shore, Sir John de
parted; and, in five days afterwards, arrived in safety at Lisbon. 
Here it was remarked, that the four prizes, under their jury
masts, and poorly manned as they necessarily were, beat all the 
English ships in working into the Tagus. . 

If the inhabitants of Lisbon were unbounded, and they had 
reason to be sincere, in their congratulations at the victory, the 
staie of general feeling, on the first pl'omulQ'3.tion of the news in 
England, the land of the conquerors, may be readily conceived. 
Our business is merely to relate, that Sir John Jervis was created 
a peer of Great Britain, by the titles of Baron Jervis of Meaford, 
and Earl of St.-Vincent, with a pension of 30001. per annum. 
Viee-admiral Thompson and Rear-admiral William Parker were 
created baronets; and the remaining vice-admiral was appointed 
to a lucrative post abroad. Commodore Nelson, he who in bis 
own person had proved (and how often had he proved 1) that the 
danger of a bold enterprise required only to be met to be over
come, received the insignia of the Bath. and, from the city of 
London, its freedom, suitably presented. The thanks of 60th 
houses of parliament were voted to the fleet; and gold emble
matic medals, as on similar occasions, were distributed to all the. 
fia:g-officers and captains. When the medal was offered to 
Captain Collingwood, he refused it until he should receive one 

E2 
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for the 1st of June, in which action be declared be bad e9ua11y 
done his duty: the. medal was accordingly sent to him, with an 
apology for its having been delayed.· . 

Of the first 1ieutenants of the different line-of-battle ships 
present in this action, the following, we believe, is a correct list: 
William Selby, Victory; Valentine Collard, Britannia; John 
Bligh, Barfteur; Robert Campbell, Blenheim; Robert Williams, 
Prince-George; James Nash, Namur; Edward Berry, Captain; 
William Collis, Goliath; John Mortimer, Excellent; James 
Barker, Orion; Richard Prater, Colossus; Anselm John 
Griffiths, Culloden; William Bevians, Irresistible; George 
Burdett, Egmont; and Henry Edward Reginald Baker, Diadem. 
The whole of these, we believe, were promoted to the rank of 
commanders. If we speak doubtfully in this case, it is to be at
tributed to tbe strange custom~ prevalent in those days, of 
omitting to make public the promotion of any naval officer un
less it be to the rank of admiral; while an ensign, belonging to 
the most insignificant militia regiment or volunteer association in 
the kingdom, had the satisfaction of seeing bis name recorded in 
tbe first London Gazette after tbe date of his commission. 

The four Spanish prizes were commissioned and retained in 
service on the Lisbon station, and did not arrive at Plymouth 
until October. Only one of them, the San-Josef, became of 
any value as a crUising ship. She was built in 1783; the 
Salvador-del-Mundo, in 1787; the San-Nicolas, ill 1769; and 
tbe San-Y sidro, in the year previous. The following are the 
the principal dimensions of the two tbree-deckers; to which are 
subjoined those of tbe Ville-de-Paris, as the largest English
built ship of the period, and those of the Victory, as the largest 
English ship present in the action: . 

San-Josef • • • • 
Salvador-del-Mundo • 
ViIle-d.e-Paris • • 
Victory. • • . • 

=IJ:,~ 

ft. In. 
194 S 
190 0 
190 2 
186 0 

areadtb 
extzeme. 

It. In. 
54· S 
54 Sj 
58 2 
52 0 

J)ep~ of 
hold. Ton .. 

-----
ft. In. 
24 ,s! 2457 
28 S 2898 
22 2 2852 
21 6 2162 

Having given a summary of the honours bestowed upon tbe 
conquerors for their victory, we will here briefly relate in what 
manner a weak government, notwithstanding it was their own 
fault ill sending a fleet so badly manned to sea, punished the 
vanquished for their defeat. Don Josef de Cordova. was de
prived of all bis offices, declared incapable of ever serving in 
any rank, and prohibited from appearing at court, or in any of 
the chief towns of the maritime coasts. The second in com
mand, Count Morales de los Rios, was deprived of his rank. 

• Brenton, vol. iL, p. 155. 
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The Captains, Don Gonzales Vallego, Don Juan de Agairte', 
Don Josef de Torres, and Don Augustine Villavicencio, wel;e de
prived of their rank; and the latter declared incapable in future 
of holding any other. Several captains and officers were de
prived of their offices for a limited time of six, four, and two 
years, according to the degree of their alleged criminality; and 
several captains, lieutenants, and ensigns were sentenced to be 
publicly reprimanded. 

A reinforcement from EnlJ'land having joined the Briti~h 
admiral, and the ships that had suffe"ed in the action having re
paired their damages, Earl 8t.-Vincent, on the afternoon of the 
31st of March, quitted Lisbon ill the llO-gun ship Ville-de
Paris, and, with 21 sail of the line, proceeded direct for Cadiz; 
where lay the Spanish fleet, now all assembled, and numbering, 
with the ships previously in port, 26 sail of the line. , 

The British ildmiral continued cruising off Cadiz from the 
4th of April to the 19th of May; on which day Sir John 
anchored the fleet in such a positIOn as effectually to block up 
the port. On the 29th of June the ·number of Spanish ships of 
the line, reported ready for sea in the harbour, was 28; all of 
which, as far as soldiers could supply the deficiency of seamen, 
.. e!~ fully manned. ' 

With the view of provoking Admiral Massaredo to attempt 
putting to sea, and also perhaps, as a contemporary observes, " to 
employ the minds of the seamen and divert them from following 
the mischievous example of the ships in England,"· Earl St.
Vincent resolved to bombard the town of Cadiz. On the night 
ofthe 3d of July, every thing being in l'eadiness, the Thunder 
bomb-vessel, Lieutenant John Gourly, covered by the gun-boats, 
launches, and barges of the fleet, under the orders of Rear
admiral Sir Horatio Nelson, who commanded the advanced pr 
in-shore squadron, took hel" station near the tower of San-Se
bastian, and within 2500 yards of the walls of the town; then 
containins- a garrison of upwards of 4000 men, and protected on 
the baY-SIde by 70 pieces of cannon and eight large mortus. 
The Thunder commenced throwing her shells, with great pre
cision; but the large or 13i inch mortar was Sooll discovered to 
have been materially injured by its former services. The safety 
of the bomb-vessel requiring that she should be immediately 
withdrawn out of gun-shot, the Goliath 74, Captain Thomas 
Poley, Terpsichore frigate, Captain Richard Bowen, and Fox 
cutter, Lieutenani John Gibson, kept under sail, to afford her 
the necessary protection. 

The retreat of the Thunder was the signal for a number of 
Spanish gun-boats and armed launches to sally forth, in hopes 
to capture her. Thes~ were met by a simil~r description of 
fOrce, led by R~dmlral Nelson. The Spamsh commandant, 

BrentoD, voL ii., p.231. 
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Don Miguel Tyrason, attempted in his barge, with a crew of 
26 men, to carry the comparatively small boat in which the 
Rear-admiral, with 15 hands besides himself, was pushing into 
the thickest of the fire. A hand-to-hand scuffie ensued, in which 
both commanders took a conspicuous personal part. At length 
Don Miguel Tyrason, having bad 18 of his men killed, and him
self and all the remainder wounded, was compelled to surrender. 
After this, the Spaniards were driven and pursued to the walls of 
Cadiz; leaving In the possession of the British two mortar-boats 
and the commandant's launch, with several prisoners. 

The 10SI of the British, in this smart affair, amounted to one 
killed and 20 wounded; including, among the latter, Captain 
Thomas Francis Fremantle, who had accompanied Rear-admiral 
N elsonin his barge, slightl y, th ree lieutenants(William Selby, Ville
de-Paris, Henry Nathaniel Rowe, Diadem, and Gregory Grant, 
Prince-George), one master's mate (Hugh Pearson, Barfteur), 
one midshipman (Robert Tooley, Prince-George), and John 
Sykes, a seaman, severely, in ~he act of defending the person of 
the Rear-admiral, to whom he was cockswain. When the brave 
meets the brave, the conquered party is sure to find a eulogist. 
Hence, Sir Horatio Nelson, in hiS official despatch, begs to be 
permitted to express his admiration of Don Miguel TyrasoD, and 
declares that the latter's resistance was such aa; to honour a brave 
officer. . 

The night of the 5th was chosen by Rear-admiral Nelson for 
a second bombardment of Cadiz. On this occasion three bomb
vessels, the Thunder, Terror, and Strombolo, were most judi
ciously placed by the master of the Ville-de-Paris, Mr. Bartho
Jomew Jackson; the covering ships being the Theseus 74p 

Captain Ralph Willett Millet, and the frigates Terpsichore, and 
Emerald, the latter, upon the very judicious retirement of Cap
tain Berkeley, now commanded by Captain John Waller. The 
bombardment produced considerable eftect, both in the town and 
among the shipping: so much so, that early on the following 
moming~ to aVOid a repetition of it, ten sail of the line, including: 
the ftag-ships of Admirals Massaredo and Gravina, warped with 
much precipitation out of shell-tange. The British and Spanilh 
gun-boats encountered each other, as on the first night. The 
loss 8ustaiaed by the British, did not, however, exceed three
seamen killed) and one captain of Ql.8riues (Thomas Oldfi.eld~ 
Theseua), two lieutenants (John Collius, Victory, and John 
Homsey, Seahorse, who greatly distinguished himself), two mid
~~ipmen (John Collier, Theseus, and John Stepheosoo, Auda
CIOUS), and 11 seamen and marines wounded. The loss on the 
part of the Spaniards was probably much greater, but could not 
be ascertained. . 

On the night of the 8th Rear-admiral Nelson meditated a 
tbird bombardment of the town, under his own immediate direc
tion; but, fortunately for the Spaniards, the wind blew so strong 
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down the bay, that the bomb-vessels could not be got in time to 
the intended point of attack. The second bombardment was 
represented to have levelled several houses; a circumstance to 
be regretted, and yet lJot well to be a voided, considering that 
the legitimate object of the bombardment, the shipping, lay so 
close to the town. 

The rumoured arrival at Santa-Crus, in the island of Teneriife., 
of a richly freighted Mauilla ship, and the represented vulnera
bility of the town and sbippin~ to a well-conducted sea-attack, 
induced Ead St.-Vincent to <tetach a force in order to attempt 
bringing out the galleon. Before, however, we enter upon tlie 
details of this cutting-out service, another in the same quarter 
is, by priority of date, entitled to our attention. . 

On the 28th of May, in the afternoon, the British frigates 
Lively, Captain Benjamin Hallowell, and Minerve, Captain 
George Cockbum, standing into the bay of Santa-Cruz, disco-
7ered at anchor in the road an armed bng, which, as the frigate 
approached, hoisted French colours. The two captains d~miDg . 
it practicable to cut the veasel out, the boats of tbe frigates, on 
the following day, the 29th, were manned, and placed under the 
orders of Lieutenant Thomas Masterton Hardy of the Miaerve, 
as the senior lieutenant. At about 2h. 30m. P.». I .. ieutenant 
Hardy, supported by Lieutenants Loftus Otway Bland, Hany 
Hopkins, and Johu Bushby, and Lieutenant Robert Bulkley ci£ 
the marines, belonging to the Lively, and by Lieutenants· William 
Hall Gage and Thomas James Maling, of the Millerve, and their 
respective boats' crews, made a most resolute attack upon the 
brig, as she lay at anchor; and in the face of a smart fire of 
musketry, boarded, and almost immediately' carried her. 'I'hi. 
alarmed the town, and !1 heavy {ire of artIllery an~ musketry 
was opened upon the bng, as well from every part of the gam~ 
son, as from a large ship that lay in the road. . The lightness. or 
the wind retarded the weighing of the anchor, and then made it 

. necessary for the boats to take the brig ill tow. . 
During the space ·ofnearly an hour, an unremitting fire was. 

kept up from the shore and shi{l. At length, at a.little beNre 4 
p. M., Lieutenant Hardy and hIS gallant comrades brought safe· 
out of gun-shot, the French brig-corvette Mutine, mounting 14 
guns, 12 of them long 6-})tluoders, and the remaining two brass. 
36-pounder carronades. Her complement was 135; but the 
Mutine, when the attack commenced, had on board only l1a' 
men, the remainder, with their commander, capitaine de' f~te 
Zavier Pommiet', being on shore. In effecting tbis enterP!'ise,. 
15 of Lieutenant Hardy's party, including himself and midship
man John Edgar, were wotJnded, but none killed. Being a 
remarkably fine brig of 349 tons, the Mutine was immediately 
~t in commission by Earl St.-Vincent, and the command of her
given, very properly, to the officer who led the party that so gal
lantly cut her out. 
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Now for the expedition to capture the galleon. If the follow
ing description of the place, in which she was supposed to be, is 
accurately given, there was certainly in some quarter, a great 
misconception of the probable difficulties of the enterprise. "Of 
all places which ever came under our inspection," says Captain 
Brenton, "none we conceive is more invulnerable to attack, or 
more easily defended, than Teneriffe. The island, like most of 
its neighbours, is a volcanic production, consisting of mountains, 
ravines, rocks, and precipices. The bay of Santa-Cruz affords 
no shelter for shipping; the shore is nearly a right line, and the 
bank so steep that no anchorage can be found beyond the dis
tance of half a mile, and that in 45 fathoms' water; the beach, 
from north to south, is one continued series of broken masses of 
loose rock, and round, smooth stones, either rendered so by 
friction, or' slippery from sea-weeds; on this a perpetual stirf 
breaks, rendenng the landing at all times difficult, except at the 
mole or pier of Santa Cruz. To these obstacles there is another, 
which 'Nelson experienced in its fullest force: Teneriffe, like all 
other mountainous countries, is liable to calms, sudden squalls, 
and violent gusts of wind, which, rushing down the ravines, fre
quently take a ship's topmasts over the side without a moment's 
warning .. " 

On the 15th of July, the following ships, one of which, the 
Terpsichore, did not join till the next day, and another, the 
Leander, not until several days afterwards, were placed under 

. the orders of Rear-admiral Nelson: 
Gtm-eldp 

{
Theseus S ReaHdmiral (b.) Sir Horatio Nelson, K.D. 

74 • • • • ~ Captain Ralpb Willett Miller. 
CuIloden • • •• " Thomas Troubndge. 
Zealous. • • • • " Samuel Hood. 

50 . Leander "Thomas Boulden Thompsbn. 
Oun-trIpte 
38 Seaborse 
36 Emerald. 
32 Terpsichore 
Cut. Fox • • •• 

Mortar-boat. 

" Thomas F~cis .Fremantle. 
" John Wailer. 

• ,; Richard Bowen. 
• .Lieutenant John Gibson. 

. In about five days the squadron arrived off the island ofTene- . 
riffe. Every arrangement that sound judgment could devise h~ving 
been completed, 200 seamen and marines from each of the three. 
line-of-battle ships, and half of the n~ber from each of t~e three 
frigates, exclusive of cOlDmissioned officers and servants, and a . 
small detachment of royal artillery, the whole together amount--
ing to about 1000 or 1050 men, were placed under the orders of, .. ' 
Captain Troubridge ; each captain, under his direction, com
manding the detachment of seamen from his own ship, and Cap- . 
tain Thomas Oldfieldof the marines, as the senior marine-officer, 

• Brentou, val ii., p. 234. 
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the entire detachment from th8:t corps. On the night of the 
20th the three frigates, accompanied by the cutter and mortar
boat, and most of the boats of the squadron, stood close in, to 
land the men, and try to gain possession of a fort at the north
east side of the bay, and within gun-shot of the town; whence 
a summons was to be sent to the governor. But a strong gale 
of wind in the offing, and a strong current against them near the 
shore, prevented the boats from rea.ching the intended point of 
debarkation. On the 22d, at about 3 h. 30 m. A. M., the three 
line-of-battle ships bore up for Santa-Cruz, and, soon after day
ligbt, were joined by the frigates and small-craft; whose un
avoidable appearance off'the coast had given to the islanders the 
very warning it was so desirous they should not have. 

A consultation of the principal officers now decided that an 
attack should be made on the heights immediately over the fort 
already mentioned, and that, from that commanding position, 
the British seamen and marines should storm and endeavour to 
carry the fort itself. At 9 P. M. the frigates anchored in shore, 
ofi' the east end of the town, and landed their men; but the 
latter, finding the heights too strongly guarded to be attempted, 
~mbarked in the course of the night, without loss. The three 
line-of-battle ships, meanwhile, had kept under way, to batter 
the fort, by way of causing a diversion, but, owing to calms and 
contrary currents, were unable to approach nearer than three 
miles. . 

Not being one to abandon an enterprise until after a stout 
struggle to accomplish it, Nelson resolved yet to brin~ his band 
of hardy fellows in contact with the .~anta-Cruz gamson. On 
the 24th the Leander, Captain Thomp~otl, who had only arrived 
at Cadiz from Lisbon ~n the 18th, joined the squadron. The 
local experience of her captain, and the accession of force in her 
marines, gave additional hopes to the rear-admiral, and those 
engaged with him in the perilous, and, at present, not very 
auspicious undertaking.. . 

At 5 P. M., every thing being in readiness, the squadron 
anchored to the north-eastward of the town; the line-of-battle
ships witqin six or eight miles, the frigates within two, as it' in . 
tending to clisembark their men in that direction. But this was ., 
only a feint; the· mole head was to be the rendezvous of the ... 
boats. At IIp.M. about 700 seamen and marines embarked in 
the bo~ts of' the squadrdn,· 180 more on board the Fox cutter~ . 
and about 75 on board a Jarge provision-boat that had just been· 
captured; numberin..K, with a small detachment of'royal artillery, 
abOut 1100 men. The difl'erent detachments of seamen, under 
the immediate command of their respective captains, the marines 
under Ca})tain Oldfield, the artillery under Lieutenant Baynes, 
and the whole force, commanded by the rear":admiral in person, 
pushed ofi' from the squadron. Every precaution had been 
taken to keep the boats together, in order that the attack might 
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be simultaneous; but the rough state of the weather, and the 
extreme darkness of the night, rendered a close union next to 
impossible. 

At about 1 h. 30 m. A. M. on the 25th the Fox cutter, attended 
by the rear-admiral's boat and three or four others, including 
tile two in which Captains Fremantle and Bowen had embarkecf. 
reached, undiscovered, within half-gnn shot of the mole head: 
when, suddenly, the alarm bells began to ring, and a fire 
opened from 30 or 40 pieces of cannon and a strong body of 
troops stationed along the shore. Two shots raked the :Pox, 
and a third struck her between wind and water; whereby she 
instantly sank, and unfortunately 97 of the brave fellows that 
were on board met a watery grave. Among the number was her 
commander, Lieutenant Gibson. Another shot struck the rear
admiral on the elbow, just as he was drawing his sword and 
stepping out of the boat. It completely disabled him, and he 
'Was carried back to his ship. A third shot went through and 
Bank the boat in which Captain Bowen had embarked; whereby 
seven or eight seamen perished. In spite of all thia opposition~ 
the British effected a landing; and stormed and carried the mole 
head, notwithstanding it was defended by 300 or 400 men, and 
six 24-pounders. Having spiked these, the men were about to 
advance, when a heavy fire of musketry and grape-shot, from the 
citadel and the houses near the mole bead, mowed them down 
by scores. Here the gallant Captain Richard Bowen and his 
first lieutenant met each a glorious death; and here, indeed, fell 
nearly the whole of the party, by death or wounds. 

Meanwhile, the boat of Captain Troubridge, being unable to 
hit the mole, had pusbed on sllore, under a battery close to the 
lIouthward of the citadel. Captain Waller's and a few other 
'boats landed at the same time; but the surf was so high, that 
many of the boats put back, and all that did not, were full of 

" water in an instant, the very ammunition in the men's pouches 
being wetted and spoiled. Captain Troubridge, as soon as he 
had collected a few men, advanced with Captain WaIler to the 
prado, or great square of the town, the appointed place of ren
dezvous on shore, in the hope of there meeting Rear-admiral 
Nelson, and Captains Thompson, Fremantle, Bowen, and their 
men; but who, as already related, had been already killed. 
Captain Troubridge now sent a sergeant, with two gentlemen of 
the town, to summon the citadel; but, although the sergeant 
(1Jince supposed to have been shot in his w81 thither) did not 
:return, and, the non-receipt of an answer impbed"a negative, yet 
the loss of the scalinS ladders in the surf rendered impracticable 
any attempt to put 10 force the threatened alternatIve. After 
waiting an hour, Captain Troubridge marched to join Captains 
Hood and Miller; who, with a small body of men, had made 
good their landing to the south-west of the spot at which he 
had landed. By daybreak the survivors of Captain Troubridge'& 
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party amounted to about 340; consisting of about 80 marines, 
'80 pikemen, and 180 seamen with small-arms.' Having procured 
aome ammunition from the Spanish prisoners, this little band 
resolved to try what could be done with the citadel without 
ladders; but they soon found the whole of the streets com
manded by field-pieces, and" upwards of 8000 Spaniards," with 
1 00 Frenchmen, under arms, approaching by every avenue. The 
boats being all stove, no possibility existed of receiving a rein
forcement. The ammunition, too, except the little taKen from 
the persons of the prisoners, was wet; and the provisions had 
shaied the fate of the boats. Under these circumstances, 
Captain Troubridge thought it best to send Captain Hood with 
a Bag of truce to the governor, expressing his determination t() 
bum the town, much as it would be to his regret, if the Spanish 
forces a:pproached one inch farther, and enclosing terms of 
capitulation, to the following effect: That the British troops 
should be allowed to re-embark, with their arms, and take their 
boats, if saved, or be provided with others; and Captain Trou
bridge engaged, in case of compliance, that the ships then 
before the town should not further molest it, nor attack anyone 
of the Canary islands. 
- Captain Hood waited upon the Spanish governor, Don Juan

Antonio Gutteri, with the message. The governor' was astonished 
to receive such a proposal from men whom he had already con
sidered as in his power; but, nevertheless, he acceded to the 
terms. Captain Troubridge, accordinlPY, marched to the mole 
head jand then, with his men, embarked on board boats fur
nished by the Spaniards. The governor, being determined t() 
end the thing as he had begun it, supplied each of tbe retreating 
invaders with a ration of biscuit and wine; and directed 'that 
those of tbe British who were wounded should be received int() 
the hospital. Moreover, be caused to be intimated to Rear
admiral Nelson, that be was at liberty to send on shore for, and 
purchalle, whatever refreshments tbe squadron, during its stay 
eff' the island, might require. 

Thus ended an expedition, of which the only advantages were 
the proofs it afforded of, what few had previously been inclined 
to dispute, the valour and intrepidity of British seamen; while,. 
in addition to the dishonour of a defeat, there was the melan
choly loss which it entailed upon the coqntry. Tbat loss 
amounted to, one captain (Richard Bowen), four lieutenants 
(John Weatherhead, TbeseuB, George Tborpe, Terpsicbore, Wil
liam Eamshaw, I..eander, and John Gibson, Fox), two lieu
tenants of marines (Raby Robinson, Leander, and William 
Basham, Emerald), 23 seamen, and 14 marines killed; Rear
admiral Nelson (right arm amputated), two captains (Thomas 
Frands Fremantle and Thomas Boulden Thompson), one lieu
tenant (John Douglas), one mid!lhipman (R6bert Watts), 85 sea
men, and 15 marines wounded; 97 seamen and marines drowned" 
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and five missing; total, 141 killed and drowned, 105 wounded, 
and five missing: a loss which did not fall very far short of in 
the total number, and much exceeded in officers of rank and 
value, that which had won the battle of Cape St.-Vincent. 

In noticin~ the loss of Captain Richard Bowen, the rear
admiral, in hiS despatch, emphatically adds. "than whom a 
more enterprising, able, and gallant officer does not grace his 
majesty's naval service." This eulogy from Nelson did more 
to ennoble the object; than the mere act of conferring an order 
of knighthood; and yet Captain Bowen had undoubtedly 
merited one, long before he met his death under the walls of 
Santa-Cruz.. Both Earl St.-Vincent and Rear-admiral Nelson 
strongly importuned Earl Spencer, then at the head of the ad
miralty, on the subject of a monument t!> Captain Bowen's 
memory. Nelson, in his usual energetic manner, writes Earl 
St.-Vincent thus: c, Why is not a monument voted in St. Paul's, 
to perpetuate the memory of the gallant Bowen 1 I put it 
strongly to Earl Spencer. If you IJave an opportunity. pray 
express my surprise, that no mention has been made of him in 
either house of parliament." But. on the plea, that the affair 
in which Captain Bowen had perished was a failure, this cus
tomary tribute of a nation's gratitude to her heroes was with
held; a plea, however, that, in the case of Captain James Corn
wall of the Marlborough, who fell in February, 1744, was not 
allowed to interfere. 

Not all the efforts of the British admiral off Cadiz could r..re
vent the seeds of mutiny from spreading among his ships. rhe 
crews of two or three became extremely turbulent; but at 
length, by active measures the ringleaders were seized. On 
their trial by court-martial, three were sentenced to suffer death, 
and the sentence was ordered to be executed on board the St.
George, where the disaffection had first shown itself. The crew, 
on the arrival of the prisoners on board, drew up a remonstrance 
in their favour, aJld begged of Captain Shuldham Peard to in
tercede in their behalf with the commander-in-chief. The cap
tain assented, and laid their remonst~nce before Earl St.-Vin
cent. The admiral's answer was, that be considered the sen
tence of the court-martial, convicting the prisoners, to be founded 
upon solid justice and imperious necessity; and consequently, 
tJ?at he c~>uld not think of retracting the sanction which be had 
gIven to It. 

On learning the ill-success of their remonstrance, the crew of 
the . St.-George manifested strong symptoms of disaffection. 
Their conduct was not unobserved by Captain Peard, who took 
the precaution to watch their movements. One of the seamen, 
who was well acquainted with their designs, informed his cap
tain, that tlle men had entered into a· resolution to seize tlie 

• See vot i'I Po 864. 
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ship, depose the officers, and liberate their condemned com
panions; and that the evening previous to the day appointed 
for carrying the sentence into execution, was the time fixed for 
putting their plan in force. Captain Peard, observing the crew 
assembled in the waist, approached and addressed them to the 
following effect: "I am pelfectly aware of~your intentions, and 
shall oppose them at the risk of my life. You have determined 
to oppose the authority of your officers. I am resolved to do 
my duty, and to enforce stdct obedience to my orders. I am 
sensible that you are, for the most part, the victims of delusion. 
I know the rmgleaders, and do not hesitate to avow my inten
tion of bringing them to justice. I command you to disperse, 
and to return to your duty." 

Finding that this address did not produce the desired effect, 
Calltain Peard and his first lieutenant, John HatIey, rushed 
amidst the crowd, resolutely seized two of the people, whom he 
knew to be the promoters of the conspiracy, dragged them out 
by main force and put them in irons, without experiencing any 
opposition from the crew. 'fhe determined courage of Captain 
Peard on this occasion produced such an effect upon the crew 
generally, that order was immediately restored and the men re
turned to their duty. 

On the next morning, the 7th, the three mutineers, already 
mentioned as condemned, were banged at the fore yard-arm of 
the St.-George; and on the 9th the two belonging to that ship, 
having on the preceding day been tried and convicted, were 
executed in a similar manner. For his very spirited and ex
emplary conduct, Lieutenant Hatley was soon afterwards pro
moted to the rank of commander. 

Except for a few weeks at the commencement of the present 
year, when Commodore Nelson was on his passage from the isle 
of Elba, and again at its close, when a small squadron, as we 
shall presently see, was sent .to Algiers, scarcely a British 
cruiser was to be met with to the eastward of Gibraltar. Pre
viously to any mention of the advantages which France derived 
from the undisturbed egress and regress of her Toulon fleet, we 
will :briefly advert to her recent territorial and other acquisitions 
along the shores of the Mediterranean. 

Tile numerous and brilliant successes of the extniordinary 
man, who was at the head of her armies, had compelled, first 
the Pope, and then Austria, to sue for peace; and the treaty 
with the latter, which was begun at Leoben 011 the 18th of July, 
1797, and concluded at Campo-Formio on the 17th of October 
following, gave to France, among other territories and advan
tages, the whole of the Austrian Netherlands; also Corfu,. 
Zante, Cephalonia, and the remaining Venetian islands in that 
part of the Adriatic: while Austria was allowed to possess in 
return Istria, Dalmatia, with all the Venetian islands in the 
Adriatic, lying to the north-we~t of. the gulf of. Lodrino; also 
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the city of Venice, which the troops of France had entered and 
seized on the 16th of May, with a large portion of the dominion 
of that celebrated republic, whose existence thus terminated after 
a lapse of 14 centuries. On the 6th of June the republic of Genoa 
also ceased to exist, andJ under the name of Liguria, became a 
sovereignity of France. 

Early in the month of June, which was some weeks before 
the order to disarm the French ships issued fl'om the then domi
nant faction at Paris, Rear-admiral Brue)'s, by the orders of 
General Bonaparte, sailed from Toulon, With a squadron of six 
sail of the line and several frigates, bound to Corfu. Here the 
admiral found and took possession of six Venetian 64-gun ships, 
and six frigates. These were exclusive of three 64s and three 
frigates building at Venice, and exclusive also of 10 or 12 cor
vettes and eighteen galleys lying in that harbour.. On the 13th. 
of June, which was a few days after the departure of Admiral 
Brueys, several transports laden with troops and provisions. 
and escorted by some frigates under the command of Captain. 
Guillaume-Fran~is-Joseph Bourde, also quitted TouloD, and 
on the 28th arrived at Corfu; where, soon afterwards, with the 
auistance of General Gentili and his army, the whole of the 
Seven Islands (subsequentl), known by the name of the Ionian 
Islands) were taken possession of and garrisoned. The names 
of the islands were retained; but the names of the ships General 
Buonaparte, by an assumption of power to which the directory 
subsequently gave their sanction, changed to those of the prin
cipal generals killed, and battles fought, in his campaign against 
Italy. 

On the 16th of November, which was about the time that 
Rear-admiral Brueys returned to Toulon from his Mediterranean 
cruise, Earl St.-Vincent detached from the British fleet, then 
lying in the Tagus, the 50-gun ship Leander, Captain Thomas 
Boulden Thompson, the Harmadryad frigate, and a sloop of 
war, to Algiers, to settle some dispute with the dey; a service 
which Captain Thompson executed to the approbation of the 
admiral. About this time a small British squadron, associated 
with five Portuguese sail of the line, cruised off Cadiz and in the 
neighbourhood of the Straits, to prevent the French ships at 
Toulon, br the few Spanish ones at Carthagena, from effecting 
a junction, if such was their object, with the fleet of Admiral 
Massaredo at CadiJ. 

The concessions made by government to the seamen of the 
Channel fleet necessarily comprehending the whole British navy, 
it was justly considered, that any lurking disaffection, that 
might exist in detached quarters of it, would disappear, the 
instant the benefits, of which all were to partake, became geD~ 
mlly known. Hence a mutiny that had broken out at She~ 

'* Victoires et Conquetes, tome viii" pp. 18.5, 274. 
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ness on the 10t.h of May was expected to subside of itself, when 
the accounts of what had occurred at Portsmouth on the 15th 
should have reached the malecontents. Unfortunately the news 
seemed to fan, rather than extinguish the flame; and, by the 
20th of the month, many of the ships lying at the Nore, and 
soon afterwards, nearly the whole of those belonging to the 
North-sea fleet, hoisted the flag of defiance. The complaints of 
the Portsmouth mutineers having been, for the most part, 
founded on justice, the sympathy, of the nation went with tliem: 
and very few persons throughout the kingdom did or could 
gI11dge the additional allowances, (many of them a mere.exchange 
of the real for the nominal,) which the British sailor, after a 
hard struggle, got permanently secured to him. On the other 
hand, the mutineers at Sheerness and Yarmouth had no solid. 
nor even plausible ground of complaint. They appear to have 
been actuated by a mere mischief-making apirit, with scarcely a 
knowledge of the object they had in view. The nation, there.. 
fore, although it naturally felt some alarm at the magnitude and 
growing extent of this second eruption, came at once to the reso
lution of making a firm stand against it; a resolution that 
instantly rid the evil of more than half the terrors which its first 
appearance had inspired. 

The same motives, that actuated us in abridging the details of 
the Portsmouth mutiny, operate, in full force, on the present 
occasion. And if we decbne, any more than we can avoid, to 
mention by name the individual ships whose crews were disaf
fected, it is because the mere naming of a: ship, as connected 
with so disgraceful a proceeding, may tend to cast an undeserved 
stigma on a future ship of the same name, or even on the same 
ship, with a new and very differently disposed ship's company. 

The mutineers at Sheerness, in imitation of those at Spithead, 
chose two delegates from every ship, but went further, by ap
pointing, as a president over them, a man of the name of Richard 
Parker. On board each ship was also a committee, consisting. 
of 12 men, who decided, as well upon all affairs relative to the 
internal management of' the ship, as upon the merits of ~he 
respective delegates. On the 20th of May the seamen prepared 
a statement, which they required Vice-admiral Charles Buckner. 
whose flag was on board the 90-gun sllip Sandwich, to transmit 
without delay to the admiralty. 'With the terms of it, they 
peremptorily demanded compliance, as the only condition on 
which they would return to obedience. The statement con
tained as many as eight articles, of which the fi~t betrayed 
greater ignorance than one could suppose existed among men 
capable of discussing and drawing up such a document. It de
manded, "that every indulgence granted to the fleet at Ports-. 
mouth should be granted to his majesty's subjects serving in the 
fleet at the Nore and places adjacent." Had tbis been the only 
item of the statement, the obvious answer that followed would 
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have settled the affair to every one's satisfaction. But scarcely 
anyone of the remaining seven articles was admissible, and 
most of them were frivolous and unnecessary. 

On the 22d the admiralty replied to the seamen, pointing out 
how far the legislature had already complied with their wishes, 
refusing to accede to any further demands, and promising for
giveness if they would return to their. duty. This answer se"ed 
but to exasperate the delegates, who declared that nothing could 
be settled until three of the bQard of admiralty came down to 
Sheerness. On the following day the mutineers struck Vice
admiral Buckner's flag, hoisting, in its stead, that dreadful em
blem of mutiny, the red or bloody flag; and, in order to concen
trate the scene of their operations, compelled all the ships which 
lay near Sheerness to drop down to the Great Nore. OB the 
24th the offer of pardon was repeated, and again rejected. . The 
delegates frequently went on shore, and, hesded by Parker, 
marched in procession, to the great dismay of the inhabitants: 
they also sent deputations up the river and elsewhere, inviting 
the crews of other ships to join them. Many did so, including 
a part of the North-sea fleet under Admiral Duncan. 

In this alarming state of affairs, a committee from the admi
ralty, on tile 29th, went to Sheerness. The delegates were sent 
for, and every conciliatory measure tried, but in vain. The 
mutineers moored their ships in a line across the river, and 
detained every merchant vessel bound up or down. The seamen, 
at length, began to perceive their desperate situation; and, 
after adopting various expedients and committing several enor
mities, became deterred by the active measures that were pur:
suing on shore to reduce them to obedience. They deputed 
captain the Earl of Northesk,.of the Monmouth 64, to endea
vour to effect a reconciliation with government. The govern
ment, however, was firm: and just as force was about to be 
applied, symptoms of disunion among the mutineers raised hopes 
that the confederacy was working its own dissolution. 

It is a singular fact that on the 4th of June, the late king's 
birthday, the whole fleet evinced its loyalty, by fil'ing a royal 
salute and displaying the colours usual upon such occasions, the 
red flag being struck, during the ceremony, on board every ship 
except the 8andwich. In a/ day or two afterwards several of 
the ships deserted the rebels, and went for protection either 
up the Thames, or under the guns of th~ fort at Sheerness. 
By the 13th the red flag had disappeared from every ship's 

. mast-head: and the crews in general, intimated a wish to sur
render, provided a pardon was granted. At length, on the 
following morning, the crew of the Sandwich carried the ship 
under the guns at Sheerness, and quietly allowed Mr. Parker 
to accompany on shore a guard of soldiers which Vice-admiral 
Buckner had sent to arrest him. To make short of the business 
this man was tried, convicted, and executed; as were.manyof 
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the ringleaders. Some were Bogged through the fleet, and 
others sent to prison. 

Thus was an end put to the N ore mutiny; a mutiny that, unlike 
the former, was as futile in its origin, as it happily proved 
unsuccessful in its issue; a mutiny that, in the opimon of 
many, entailed on the British navy more dis~ace than could be 
washed away by the most brilliant triumpn. It is notorious, 
that a custom had long prevailed for the London police, when 
a culprit possessed wit enough. for his roguery just to elude the 
letter of the law, rather than discharge him that he might 
cOlI!mit, with in~reased confiden~e, fresh depredations upon 
society, to send him on board a ship of war. He was generally 
a plausible fellow, with a smattering of learning and a knowled~e 
of the world; two qualities which ranked him very high In 
the estimation of the unsophisticated sailor. He sang a ~ood 
song, or at aH events, he told a good story, and became, in bme, 
the oracle of the forecastle. He knew his business (that which 
had brought him on ship-board) too well to practise on so 
circumscribed a spot; and therefore, as no one witnessed, no 
one believed, any harm of him. He was perhaps a dabbler in 
politics, and certainly, from the nature of Ills profession, a "bit 
of a lawyer." He therefore could expound acts of parliament 
to the sailors. In doing this, he read what he pleased, and 
explained how he pleased; told them where they were wronged, 
and pointed out how they might get redressed. In short, such 
a character (and how many such have been scattered over the 
British navy!) was capable of infecting a whole ship's company; 
and many of the mutinous crews -could, no doubt, trace their 
disorganization to the first appearance among them of one of 
these pests of society. 

A word respecting It private" grievances, or the grievances of 
particular ships, and \fe quit the subject of mutiny, we hope for 
ever. What a lamentable thing it IS, that power and cruelty 
should be so often united. No monarch is more despotic, alii far 
as respects the power of inflicting corporal punishment short of 
death, than the captain of a ship of war. If a man speaks or 
-even looks to offend, he is ordered to the gangway; and the 
bloody furrows on his shoulders soon increase, 10 number and 
depth, beneath the vigorous arm that lays on the cat-o'-nine
tails. Captains there have been, and captains there are, who 
seemingly delight in such work; and who, were the cruise long 
enough, would not leave a sailor belongini to the ship with an 
unscarred back. 

Such men, however, are but exceptions. Moreover, they are, 
for the most part, cowards at heart; and, what is worse, they 
frequently make cowards of those they command. Hence, 
offi.cers of this stamp are commonly the cause, mediately, if 
not immediately, of dishonourable defeats. The brave officer 
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punishes one man that he may not have to punish 20, and 
shares with the delinquent the pain which, for example sake, he 
is obliged to inflict. When he goes into battle, his men fight 
like lions; and, should they at any time be drawn aside from 
tbeir duty, they, looking up to him as a father, listen attentively 
to his admonitions, and, knowing both his benignity and his 
firmness, can neither controvert the justice, nor doubt the fulfil
ment, of his threats. 

'fhe British North-sea fleet had been so thinned by the seces
lion of the disaffected ships, that Admiral Duncan, towards the 
end of May, found hiDllioelf at sea with only the Venerable 74~ 
and the Adamant 50. He nevertheless proceeded to his ~tation 
off the Texel; in which harbour lay at anchor the Dutch fleet 
of 15 sail of the line (56s included), under-the command of 
Vice-admiral de Winter. In order to detain the latter in port 
until a reinforcement should arrive, Admiral Duncan caused re
peated signals to be made, as if to the main body of his fleet in 
the offing. This stratagem, it was supposed, had the desired 
effect. At length, about the middle of June, several line-of
battle ships, in detached portions, joined the British admiraI~ 
and the two fleets were again placed on an equal footing. 

The Venerable, having been upwards of 18 weeks at sea, and. 
during a part of the time exposed to very boisterous weather, 
was in want of almost every description of storE's. Others of 
tIle ships had also suffered by the recent gales of wind, and were 
ahort of provisions. Thus circumstanced, the admiral, on the 
3d of October, put into Yarmouth roads, to refit and revictual; 
leaving off the Dotch coast a small squadron of observation, 
under the orders of Captain Trollope, consisting of his own ship 
the Russel, the Adamant 50, Beaulieu -aDd Circe frigates, and 
Martin sloop. 

On the 9th, early in the morning, the Black-Joke hired anned 
logger showed herself at tbe back of Yarmoutb sands, with the 
signal flying, for an enemy. Immediately all was bustle and 
preparation; and, by a little before noon, Admiral Duncan, with 
11 sail of the line, weighed and put to sea, directing his course,. 
with a fair wind, straight across to his old station. His fleet, in
-eluding the ships that joined him in tbe course of the next two 
days, consisted of the 

GtID...ahip . r 
V bl ~ Admiral (b.) Adam Duncan. 

enera e ......... l Captain William George Fainax • 
.... 0----'- S Vice-admiral (r.) Richard Onslow • 
.... UllRaI ····~······l Captain Edw&rd O'Brien. 

74 Russel............... .. Henry Trollope. 
Montagu ••••••• ~... .. John Knight. 
Bedforil ............ " Sir Thomas Byarc!. 
Powerful............ .. William O'Bnen Druty. 
Triumph ............ .. William EssiDgtoD. 
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Gan-ship IBemqueux ....... .. 
Agincourt ....... .. 
Lancaster ......... .. 

6. Ardent .............. . 
Veteran •••••••••••• 
Director .......... .. 
Monmouth ........ . 

505 Isis ................ .. 
~ Adamant ........... . 

Captain John In~1is. 
" John Wllliamson. 

" 
" 

" 
" 

" 

John Wells. 
Richard Rundell Burgess. 
George Gregory. 
William Bligh. 
James Walker. 
William Mitchell. 
William Hotham. 

~ . .a Beauheu ............ " Francis Fayerman. 
28 Circe ..... ............ " Peter Halkett. 

SIp. Martin ...... ......... " Hon. Charles Paget. 
Ctdter6, Rose, King-George, Active and Diligent, and 
IMger, Speculator. 

On the same day the Powerful, Agincourt, and Isis joined 
company; and on the afternoon of the 10th the advanced ships 
were near enough to count 22 sail of sq uare-rigged vessels, 
chieBy merchantmen, at anchor in the Texel. Having received 
from Captain Trollope information of the course which the 
"enemy's Beet was steering, the British admiral stood along shore 
to the southward. On the 11th, at 7 A. M., the Russel, Adamant, 
and Beaulieu were descried in the south-west, bearing at their 
mast-heads the joyful signal of an enemy in sight to leeward; 
and at 8 h. 30 m. A. M. the Dutch Beet made its appearance in 
the quarter pointed out by the signal, consisting of 21 ships and 
four brigs, named as follows: 
G-..hlp 

VlJ1heid ••••••••••••• 

Jupiter .•.••.•..••..•. 
74 

·Bnabas ••••••• ~ ••••••• 

lCeriterus .... _ ...... 
De.ries ...•.•. _ ..• 
Gelykheici .. _ ..... .. 

64 Haerlent' .......... .. 
Hercul~ .......... .. 
Leyd~ ............ . 
w~ ........ . 

{
Alkmaar ........... . 

50 Batavier ........ _ ••• 
Beschermer ....... .. 
DeI£t .••.••••.••••••• 

Vice-admiral (b. at main) de Winter. 
Captain Van Rossem. 
Vice-admiral (b.) Reyntjes. 
Rear-admiral Menses. 
Rear-admil'al (b.) Bloys. 
Captain Van Treslong. 
Rear-admiral (w.) Storey. 
Captain ---

" 
Jacobson. 
Zegers. 
RuJSen. 
Wlggerts. 
Van Rysoort. 
Musquetier. 
Holland. 

.. 
" 
" 
" .. 
" Kraft. 
.., Soutem. 

" 
Hinxt. .. Verdoom. 

GUD.frigate 
« Mars ................ " Kolft: 
.a Monnikendam ...... " Lancaster. 
82 ~ Ambuscade _ ....... Capt.-lieut. Huys. 

5 Heldin ._............ .. Dumisuilde L'Estrille. 
Sfrip-corfJettel, Minerva and Waakzaamheid. 
Brig-corvettel, Ajax, Atalanta, Daphne, and Galatea. 
Two .mice-boats. 
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The Dutch fleet, thus composed, had quitted the Texel at 
10 A. M. on the 8th, with a light breeze at east by north. The 
report at the time was, that it had been ordered to try to effect 
a Junction with the French fleet in Brest road; but, if we are to 
credit the French accounts, Admiral de Winter sailed with no 
other object in view than to seek and engage the fleet of Ad. 
miral Duncan.· On the night of the same day on which the 
Dutch fleet, for whatever purpose, put to sea, Captain Trollope's 
squadron, the wind then blowing from the south-west, was dis
covered to windward, and immediately chased; but the Dutch 
ships, being very indifferent sailers, were soon left without a 
chance in their favour. The fleet then stretched out towards the 
flat of the Meuse, where Admiral de Winter expected to be 
joined by a 64-gun ship. Not meetins her, he stood on to the 
westward, followed, or rather, as the wmd was, preceded, by the 
squadron of Captain Trollope. 
Ir The wind, continuing westerly during the two succeeding 
days, prevented the Dutch fleet from getting abreast of Low~ 
stoffe on the Suffolk coast until the evening of the 10th. The 
extreme darkness of that ni~ht induced Admiral De Winter to 
detach a few of his best-satling ships, in the hope that they 
would be enabled, by daybreak, to get to windward of, and 
capture or chase away, the prying intrudera; but, just as the 
chasers had crowded sail for the purpose, some fnendly mer
chant ships came into the fleet and informed the admiral, that 
the Enghsh fleet was within 11 leagues of him, in the north
north-east, steering east by south. Instantly the detached ships 
were recalled; and the Dutch Beet, as 800n as it was in compact 
order, edged away, with the wind at north·west, towards Cam
perdown, the appointed place of rendezvous. 

On the 11th, at daylight, the Dutch Beet was about nine 
le~ues off the village of Schevenningen, in loose order, sJi>CBking 
a friendly convoy, from whom some additional information was 
obtained. Shortly afterwards the perseverin~ observers to 
windward were seen with numerous si~als flYlDg, which con
vinced Admiral De Winter that the British fleet was in sight. 
He accordingly ordered his captains to their respective stations. 
and, to facihtate thed'unction of the leewardmost ships, stood 
towards the land. n the Wykerdens bearing east distant 
about four leagues, the Dutch fleet hauled to tlie wind on the 
starboard tack, and shortly afterwards discovered Admiral 
Duncan's fleet in the north-north-west. . Admiral De Winter 
then put about on the larboard tack; and, as soon as a close 
line was formed in the direction of north-east and south-west. 

"" "La faction dominante obligea I' Amiral Dewinter a debarquer ses troupes 
et a sortir du Texel, sans autre but que de joindre la.flotte Anglaise et de lui 
livrer bataille; elle esp6rait affermir sa domination par le prestige de gloiloe 
dont l'environnerait un succes naval." -Y'lCtoirel et CotiqIdtel, tome viii., p. 271. 
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the' Dutch ships, _ squaling their main yards, resolutely awaited 
the approach of the Britisn. . 

Owing chiefly to the inequality in point of sailing among the 
British ships, Admiral Duncan's fleet, when that of the Dutch 
appeared in sight, was in very loose order. To enable the d'uU 
sailers to take their allotted stations, the admiral, at about 11 h. 
10 m. A. M., having previously made the signal for the van-ships 
to shorten sail, brought to on the starboard tack; but, observing 
BOOn afterwards that the Dutch ships, by keeping their main 
topsails shivering and sometimes full, were drawing fast in-shore, 
he successively made the signals, for each ship to engage her 
opponent in the enemy's line, to bear up and sail large, and 
fOr the van to attack the enemy's rear. At 11 h. 30 m. A. H., 
the centre of the Dutch line then bearing about south-east 
distant 'four or five miles, the British fleet bore down, but, owing 
to the still disunited state of the ships, in no regular order of 
battle: some were stretching across to get into their proper 
stations; others seemed in doubt where they were to place 
themselves; and others, again, were pushing, at all hazards, for 
the thickest of the foe. At 11 h. 53 m. A. M., Admiral Duncan' 
signalled that he should PaflS through the enemy's line and 
engage him to leeward. Unfortunately the prevailing thick 
,weather rendered this signal, for the short time it was up, not 
aenerally understood. It was replaced, in less than a quarter 
of an hour, by the signal for close action; which Was kept flying 
for an hour and a half, until, indeed, it was shot away by the
enemy. 

At about half past noon Vice-admiral Onslow, whose ship, 
the Monarch, was leading the larboard division of the British. 
fleet, cut through the Dutch line, formed thus: Beschermer,.. 
Gelykheid, Hercules, Devries, Vryheid, States-General, Was
senaer, Batavier, Brutus, Leyden, Mars, Cerberus, Jupiter, 
Haerlem, Alkmaar, and Delft (with the nine frigates and- cor
vettes stationed as an inner line, for the most part facing the 
intervals in the outer one), between the Jupiter and Haerlem, 
pouri~ into· each of those ships, in passing, a well-directed· 
broadSide. 

Then, leaving the Haerlem to the Powerful, the Monarch.,' 
lufFed u{» close alongside of the Jupiter; and the two latter of . 
these shIps became warmly engaged. The rounding to of the
Monarch afforded to the Monnikendam frigate and Atalanta 
brig, in the rear, the opportunity of pouring some raking broad-
sides into the former; and the Atalanta, in particular, did not'. 
retire until considerably damaged b:y the Monarch's shot. The 
remaining ships of the larboard dlVision, more es~ally the 
Man mouth and Russel, were soon in action with the' Dutch 
rear-ships; among the last of which to surrender was the first, 
that had been attacked, the Jupiter. 

It was a quarter of an hour or 20 minutes after the Monarch 
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llad broken the Dutch line, that the Venerable, frustrated in her 
'attempt to pass astern of the Vryheid, by the promptitude ofthe 
States-General in closing the intenal, put her helm a-port, and 
ran under the stem of the latter, pouring into the Dutch ship a 
broadside . which soon compelled her to bear up; and the 
Triumph, the Venerable's second astern, found immediate em
ployment for the W 88senaer, the second astern of the States
General. Meanwhile the Venerable had ranged up close on 
the lee side of her first intended antagonist, the Vryheid; with 
whom, on the opposite side, the Ardent was also warmly 
engaged, and, in front, the Bedford, as the latter cut through. 
the line astern of the Vryheid's second ahead. 

The Brotus, Layden, and Mars, not being pressed upon by 
opponents, advanced to the succour of their admiral, and did 
considerable damage to the Venerable, as well as to the Ardent 
and others of the lJritish van-ships. About this time the Her
culell, having caught fire on the poop, bore up out of the line, 
and soon afterwards drifted close past the Venerable to leeward. 
The Dutch crew contrived, in a surprisingly quick manner, to 
extinguish the flames; but, having thrown overboard all their 
powder, they had no further means of defence, and therefore 
surrendered their ship, whose mizenmast had already been sOOt 
away, to the nearest opponent. 

The serious damage which the Venerable had sustained 
obliged her to haul off, and wear round on the starboard tack. 
Seeing this, the Triumph, who had compelled the Wassenaer to 
strike, approached to give the coup de grace to the V ryheid. 
That gallant ship, however, still persisted in defending herself. 
At length, from the united fire of the Venerable, Triumph, 
Ardent, and Director, her three masts fell over the side and dis
abled her starboard guns: the Vryheid then dropped out of the 
line, an ungovernable hulk, and struck her colours. 

With the surrender of Admiral De Winter's ship the action 
ceased; and the British found themselves in possession of the 
Vryheid and Jupiter 74s, Devries, Gelykheid, Haerlem, Her
cules, and Wassenaer 64s, Alkmaar and Delft 50s. and the 
frigates Monnikendam and Ambuscade. The Wassenaer, al
though she had struck to the Triumph, was fired at by a Dutch 
brig, that followed her out of the line; and which brig actually 
compelled the 64 to rehoist her colours. The Russel soon after
wards coming up, the Wassenaer again struck them, and sur
rendered to her antagonist. The Monnikendam had been 
engaged by the Monmouth, and was finally taken possession of 
by the Beaulieu. 

The Dutch van-ship the Beschermer, anticipating, naturally 
enough, too strong ab opponent in the Lancaster, had very early 
wore .out of thp. )ine. Her example was followed, with mu~ 
less reason, by several of the other Dutch ships; who, although, 
seen making off, CQuld not be pursued, the land being only five 
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miles distant, and the fleet in nine fathoms' water. Thus cir
cumstanced, the British hastened to secure tbeir prizes, in order 
tbat, before nigbtfall, they might get clear of tbe sbore, which 
was tbat between Camperdown and the village of Egmont. 

The appearance of tbe British ships at tbe close of tbe action 
was very unlike what it generally is, when the French or Spa~ 
Jliaros have been tbe opponent of tbe former. Not a single lower 
mast, not even a topmast was shot away; nor were the rigging 
and sails of the sbips in their usual tattered state. It was at the 
hulls of their adversaries that the Dutchmen had directed their 
shot; and this, not until the former were so near, that no aim 
could lVell miss. Scarcely a ship in the fleet but had several shot 
sticking in her sides. Many were pierced by sbot in all direc
tions; and a few of tbe ships bad received some dangerous ones 
bet.ween wind and water, which kept tbeir pumps in constant 
employment. The Ardent had received no fewer than 98 round 
sbot in her hull. Th~ Belliqueux, Bedford, Venerable, and 
Monarch bad likewise their share. As to the last-named sbip, 
such was the entire state of her masts, rigging, and sails, tbat, 
were the topsail sheets wbich had been sbot away hauled borne, 
110 one, viewing her from a little distance, would have believed 
tbat she bad been in action. 

With hulls so sbattered, the loss of men could not be othe1'
wise than severe. The Venel'ahle had 13 seamen and two ma .. 
rines killed; two lieutenants (Edward Sneyd Clay and William 
Henry Douglas), one lieutenant of marines, (George Chambers, 
both feet sbot o~), one midsbipman (Mr. Stewart), two petty
()fficers 52 seamen, and four marines wounded; the Monarch, 
two midsbipmen (J. P. Tinlayand Moyle Finlay) and 34 seamen 
killed, one lieutenant (James Retalick), one lieutenant of marines 
(James J. Smith), four midsbipmen (George Massey, Benjamin 
Clement, Daniel Sherwin, and Charles Slade), one master's mate. 
(John Chimley), two petty-officers, 79 seamen, and 12 marines 
wounded; the Bedford, two midshipmen, 26 seamen, and two 
marines killed, one lieutenant (George Keenor), 37 seamen, and 
three marines wounded; the Powerful, eight seamen and two 
marines killed, (lne lieutenant (Ulick Jennings), ol1e lieutenant 
of marines (R G. W. Walker), one midshipman (Daniel Rogers>. 
the boatswain, and 74 seamen and marines wounded; the !sis, 
one seaman and one marine killed, one lieutenant of marines 
(Charles Rea), two midsbipmen, and 18 seamen wounded; tbe 
Ardent, ber captain, master, (Michael Dun), 33 seamen, and six 
marines killed, two lieutenants (James Rose and John Sobriel), 
one captain of marines (Richard Cuthbel't), two master's mates 
(John Tracey and John Airey), two midsbipmen (Thomas Leo
pard. and John M'Killier), one ea}>tain's ~lerk, 85 se~men, 11 
marines, and three boys wounded; the Belhqueux, one beutet:lant 
(Robert Webster), ODe master's mate- (James Milne), 20 seamen, 

• The committee at Lloyd's, besides making this ofticera presentofah~' 
some gratuity in money, settled upon him 401. per annum. ' 
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and three ma,rines killed, one lieutenant (Robert En"land), one 
captain of marines (James Cassel), one midshipman (James 
Scott), 63 seamen, and 12 marines wounded; the Lancaster, 
thl'ee seamen killed, one lieutenant (Benjamin Morgan), one 
lieutenant of marines (John Sandys), 13 seamen, and three ma
rines wounded; the Triumph, 25 seamen, three marines, and one 
boy killed, her captain, first and third lieutenants (Patrick Chap
man and George Trollope), master (James Read), one midship
man (Mr. Jones), and 50 seamen and marines wounded; the 
Monmouth, one petty-officer, one seaman, two marines, and one 
boy killed, 16 seamen, two marines, and four boys wounded; 
the Director, six seamen and one marine wounded; the Mon
tague, three seamen killed, one lieutenant (Ralph Sneyd), one 
midshipman (James Forbishly), two seamen, and one marine 
wounded; the Veteran, one lieutenant (Francis Ferrett), and 
three seamen killed, and 21 seamen wounded; and the Russel, 
one lieutenant (David J ohnson), her master (Thomas Troughton), 
one master's mate (George Taylor), ller boatswain, (John 
:Brooks), two pilots (Thomas Abbott and Thomas Sherrard), and 
one sergeant of marines wounded: making a total of 203 killed, 
and 622 wounded. «< So say the returns in the London Gazette; 
but, according to the report of" the committee appointed to 
manage subscriptions raised for the relief of the wounded, and 
the families or relations of those who were killed,"t the loss 
in this action amounted to 228 killed, and 812 (including 16 
mortally) wounded: total 1040. 

The captured ships were all. either dismasted outright, or so 
inj ured in their masts that most of the latter fell, as soon as the 
wmd and sea, in the passage home, began to act powerfully upon 
them. As to their hulls, the shi}?s were like sieves, and only 
worth bringing into port to be exhibited as trophies. The loss 
on board was proportionably severe. The Dutch vice-admiral 
and the two rear-admirals were all wounded, more or Jess; and 
Admiral De Winter died in London, shortly after his arrival 
there, not, however, of his wound, but of a chronic disease. 
Captain Holland, of the Wassenaer, was mortally wounded early 
in the action; and Admiral De Winter's captain, Van-Rossem, 

. had his thigh shot off, of which wound he afterwards died. Many 
other officers suffered; and the total of killed and wounded in 
the Dutch fleet, including the loss on board the Monnikendam 
frigate, amounted, accord1Og to the Dutch returns, to 540 killed, 
and 620 wounded.+ 

Our next business is to show the force of the rival fleets, in 
this their sanguinary enga~ement. The long-gun force, as estab
lished upon British ships 10 general, has already been so often 
advedecf to, that we have only to point out any exceptions that 

• See Appendix, No. 6. . 
. t This nollle subscription, so characteristic of British feeling OD such occa

.lODS, amounted to 52,6091. 101. 1Od. 
• See Appendix, No. 7. 

Digitized by Google 



THE HlGllT n()XIJ~f.AD1nRAL nsco(: XT Ul' \:('1\1\ 

Digitized by GooS le 



Digitized by Google 



1797. ADMIRAL DUNCAN OFF CAMPERDOWN. 73 

may exist in reference to the particular individuals composing 
Admiral Duncan's fleet. 

Although early in the present year an order had issued estab
lishing carronades very extensively upon line-of-battle ships, yet, 
as it was restricted to ships coming forward to be fitted, the 
order of November 1794,· must still be our guide. The only 
ships out of the 16, that a~pear to have been armed differently 
from the November estabbshment, are the Venerable and Ar
dent. The latter had been ordered, in July 1795, four instead 
of two 24-pounder carronades for her forecastle; and the former, 
in June, 1794, two 68-pounder carronades for herforecastle,and 
two 32-pounder ones in lieu of two of her quarterdeck 9s. We 
have reason to think that the two 50-gun ships did not mount 
any poop-carronades, and shall therefore assign them none. To 
allow, also, for such of the other ships as may have taken on 
board less than their established number, or, as was often the 
case, had not been supplied with any carronades at all for their 
poop, we will fix the total amount of 18-pounders at half what 
It otherwise would be, that is, at 42 instead of 84. 

In stating the crew of each British ship at her net establish. 
ment, we are satisfied that the amount will be rather over thatl 
under rated. We know, for ins,tance, that the Ardent was 70, 
and the Lancaster 72, men short of their proper number; and it 
is probable, ftom circumstances to whicli we need not recur. 
that few if any of the ships in Admiral Duncan's fleet had their 
C01!lplement on board. 

The gun-force of the Dutch 'ships may be stated without much 
difficulty. Of the seven that escaped from the British this 
time, five were subsequently captured: hence, there remain but 
two of the 16, the States-General and Brutus, whose armaments 
have not been obtained by actual inspection. 

The Vryheid and Jupiter respectively mounted, on their first 
and second decks, the same nominal nature of guns as an Eng
lish small-class 18-pounder 74, ~s 0, for instance, in the first 
annual abstract. On the quarterdeck and forecastle the V ry
heid mounted, when brought into port, sixteen 12-pounders; 
making, in the whole, two guns sliort (perhaps disabled and 
thrown overboard), of the number assigned to her, as well as to 
the Jupiter, by the Dutch admiral himself. The Jupiter arrived 
with ten 12, and four 8 pounders, instead, probably, of six of the 
latter, and 12 of the former, as afterwards found on board the 
Washington, of the same nominal force. The Wassenaer, De
mes, and Hercules appear to have each mounted twenty-six 
32-pounders, and each of the four remaining 64s, the same 
number of 24-pounders, on the first deck, with twenty-six 18& 
OD the second. On the quarterdeck and forecastle, tne three 
first-named ships carried, of 8-pounders, 14, making a total of 

• See Appendis, Annual Abstract No. 3. 
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66, and the four remaining ships, 16, making a total of68 guns. 
The four 50s mounted 56 guns each: twenty-four 18, twenty
four 12, and eight 8 pounders; and the Mars, formerly a 6O-gun 
ship, mounted, on her main deck, twenty-six 32, and on her 
quarterdeck and forecastle, eighteen 18 pounders. So that, 
although nominally a 44-gun frigate, the Mars, in broadside 
weight of metal, rather exceeded a British 64. With these ex
planations, the following will be the account of the number and 
Dature of guns mounted by the two fleets : 

BRITISH. DUTCH. 
No. No. No. No. Lour gunl LongguoB 

32 pounders •••••••••• 196 32 pounders •••••••••• 216 
24 .. •...••... 226 24 ......... 104 
18 .. ••....•.• 880 18 .. ••••••••• 4()8 
12 • ......... 44 12 

" 168 
9 ••••••••• 206 8 .. ......... 138 
6 .. ......... 12 

1064 
~adea CVrouadIJa 

68 .. 2 
32 " 

......... 14 
24 .. ......... 28 
18 .. ......... 42 NODe ippU"eatl,.. 

86 -Total ••• 1150 Total ••• 1034 

The complements of the Dutch ships may be stated as they 
were returned by their own officers. From being expressed in 
round numbers, they were probably the full establishment of 
each ship; but any deficiency in that respect is more than coun
terbalanced by the liberal allowance made on the other side. 
Having thus analyzed the armaments of the different ships en
gaged, we can, with more confidence, proceed to our next tlll!k, 
that of exhibiting, in one view, the 

COMPARA.TIVE FORCB OP THE TWO PLBBTS. 

BRITISH. DUTCH. 
Ships ....•......................•..... No. 18 16 

S N 575 Ih1 
Broadside-guns ................. ~ n!: 11501 9857 
Crews ........................ Agg. No. 8221 7157 
Size ............... ;........... .. tons.. 23601 20937 

When it is considered. that the Dutch had placed their 
frigates and ship and brig corvettes (even the latter carrying 
long 12, and some of them long 18 pounders), abreast of the 
intervals in their line, and that many of the British ships, in the 
van, centre, and rear, were much annoyed, as they lufied up to 
leeward of their opponents, by the raking fire of those vessels, 
the above statement, which excludes the whole of them, mU8~ 
:appear, if favouring either party, to favour the Dutch. We 
might pel'haps~ fairly enough, oWlDg to their active interference, 
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haTe included in our comparative statement the three remaining 
Dutch frigates; and then, in all the items except the first, that 
statement would have shewn an exact equality of force. But, 
if even there was a slight superiority on the part of Admiral 
Duncan; the battle of Camperdown, as a fleet-action, possessed 
the merit of being (to use the emphatic language of the Brough
tonian school) the second stand-up fight of the war. 

Admiral de Winter, it will be recollected, in the account he 
transmitted to the Batavian government, and a coPy of which 
appeared in all the London journals, attributed hIS failure to 
four causes: first, the numerical superiority of the British as to 
ships of the line; secondly, their having been at sea together for 
19 weeks, and hence become known to each other; thirdly, the 
advantage of the attack; and fOUTthly, the early retreat of six of 
ilis ships, and the bad sailing of four of those that remained. 
And he coneludes with expressing a belief that, had his signals 
been obeyed and executed, with the same promptitude that 
Admiral Duncan's were, some of the British fleet would have 
reached the Taxel, "as a memento of Batavian prowess, and a 
monument to the memory of the 11th of October, 1797." 

Had the Dutch admiral wished to afford an additional cause of 
triumph to his adversary, he could not have succeeded better, 
than by inviting a discussion on the very points, on which he 
seems 80 confidently to rely for producing an opposite result. 
If Admiral De Winter withdraws toe Mars from hIS line, because 
she passed for a frigate, why may not Admiral Duncan leave out 
the Adamant-and Isis, which also were not strictly line-of-battle 
ships; and neither of which equalled by a third, the Mars in 
force 1 The numbers then would be, 14 English and 15 Dutch. 
So far from the British shi.ps having been "nineteen weeks 
together," many of them had but recently joined; and some, 
as appeared on Captain Williamson's court-martial, were ac
tually unknown to others of them in the fleet. Was it an "ad
vantage," while bearing down to the attack, to be exposed to 
the raking fire of the Dutch line? It is true that the Dutch 
ships bravely withheld their fire, until their adversaries were 
CJ.uite near; but the British ships had no right to calculate on 
such forbearance. Was it an "advantage" to be unexpect
edly assailed by a second line, formed of nine frigates, heavy 
eorvettes, and brigs, drawn up in the rear 1 Unexpectedly, we 
say, because it is not customary for frigates to fire; or, while 
they remain neuter, to be fired at. 

Although none of the British ships" retreated," some of them, 
without doubt, were backwal"Cl in advancing; otherwise, a part, 
if not the whole of those six ships, of whose misbehaviour Ad
miral De Winter complains, nught have been stopped in their 
Bight. It was owing chiefly to the" bad sailing" of several of 
Admiral Duncan's ships, that the onset was so irregular; and 
that any of the British ships, as was the case with severaJ,· had 
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to doubt who were their proper opponents ill the Dutch line. 
In point of signal-making, too, there was, as proved on the trial 
of the Agincourt's captain, about an equal share of misunder
standing: the hazy state of the weather, indeed, made this a 
common cause of complaint to both Beets. Upon the whole, the 
shattered hulls and blood-besmeared decks of the prizes, and
the almost equally damaged state of the principally engaged 
ships among those that had taken them, gave decided proofs 
that, although it had lain by so long, "Batavian prowess U 

still claimed the respect of an enemy and the applause of the 
world. 

ScarcelI had the British admiral turned the heads of his 
ships in a homeward direction, ere a pIe ensued, that scattered.. 
and endangered the whole of them. 1I0st of the masts that had 
been tottenng fell on the decks; and the rolling of the vessel. 
oecasioned tlie water to rush through shot-holes, that, in com
mon weather, would not have taken in a drop. On the 13th the 
Delft, while in tow of the V ~teran, exhibited a board with the 
words chalked on it, "The ship is sinking." As quickly u 
possible the British boats of all the nearest ships were· hoisted 
out; and the greater part of the Delft's crew were fortunately 
saved. 

The followinS particulars of the loss of the Delft, we extract 
from a Steel's bst of March, 1803. "When Lieutenant Charles 
Bullen, first of the Monmouth, came on board to take posse ... 
sion of the ship, he found her much dam~ed, having many shot 
through her hull and rigging, and her malDmast and yard shot 
away, two officers and -fony-one of her men killed, and one 
officer and seventy-five men wounded. He sent the captain~ 
two officers, and ninety men on board his own ship, and re
quested the Delft's late first lieutenant, Mr. Heilberg, and who 
was not wounded, to assist him, with the men under his com
mand, in preventing the ship from sinking; in which they suc
ceeded until the 14th of the same month, when a storm came OD 
and put the vessel in a very dangerous situation. She filled ten 
feet with water, so that all hope of saving her was soon at an 
end. Lieutenant BuIleD represented tnis to Mr. Heilberg, 
telling him, at a certain signal, he should throw himself, with 
his men, into the longboat, and inviting him to avail himself of 
the opportunity of effecting his escape. 'But how can I leave 
these unfortunate men?' replied he, pointing to the wounded 
sailors, whom it had been necessary to bring on deck, as the 
hold was already full of water. Lieutenant Bullen, struck with 
the answer, exclaimed, 'God bless you, my brave fellow I here 
is my hand; I give you my word I will stay here with you I ' 
He then caused his own men to leave the ship, and remained 
behind himself to assist the Dutch. The Russel soon sent out 
her boats to their succour, and brought off as many as could be 
put on board them~ and lost no time in making a second voyage 
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with equal success: but few of the wounded could be got off, 
although the two officers had united their efforts for that pur
pose, and still remained with them in the vessel, with three 
subaltern officers and about thirty seamen. They were still 
cherishing the hope that the boats would, a third time, 
come to their relief; but the fatal moment was now ar
rived, and on a sudden the DeIft went down. Lieutenant 
Bullen sprang into the sea and reached his own ship; but the 
unfortunate Heilberg perished, the victim of his courage and 
humanity." . 
. The Monnikendam frigate, in the custody of the Beaulieu, was 
wrecked on the Ressen sand, near West-Capel; but the whole 
of the people fortunately got safe on shore. The Ambuscade 
frigate, being driven on the Dutch coast, was recaptured. The 
remainder of the prizes, one by one, ultimately reached a British 
port. As trophies, their appearance was gratifying; but, as 
ships of war, tbey were not t11e slightest acquisition to the navy 
of England. 

Of the seven Dutch line-of-battle ships that had quitted the 
action to return bome, one only, the Brutus, met any obstruction 
in her way thither. On the afternoon of the 13th, while, in com
pany with the Atalanta and another armed brig, this ehiJllay at 
anchor, in six fathoms, off the heights of Hinder, the British 
4O;tun (24-pounder) frigate Endymion, Captain Sir Thomas 
Williams, made her appearance in the north-east. As the 
frigate bore down, the two brigs weighed and stood further in 
shore; and the Brutus, hoisting her ensign and a rear-admiral's 
Bag, waited the former's approach. At about 4 h. 30m. P. M. 
the line-of-battle ship commenced firing, but Sir Thomas Wil
liams reserved his fire until he came athwart the Dutch ship's 
bows; when the Endymion opened her larboard broadsi(fe, 
receiving a fire in return from her opponent's bow-chasers. 
Putting about presently, the frigate repeated the fire from her 
starboard guns, at a closer distance than before, and was again 
fired at in return from the bow-guns of the 13rutus. No sooner 
had the Endymion passed ahead of her opponent, than the 
strength of the tide drifted her within range of the 74's broadside. 
This the frigate, as she stood on, answered with her stern-guns, 
until about 6h. 30m. P. M.; when the Endymion having passed 
out of gun· shot, the firing ceased~ 

Since the first discovery of the enemy, the Endymion had 
made signals and fired guns to windward, in the hope that some 
ship of Admiral Duncan's fleet, from which she had parted only 
a few hours before, might be near enough to understand them • 
. While stretching on in the direction of the fleet, the frigate 
continued to make signals for an enemy, adding to them, after 
dark, several rockets and blue lights. At length, at about 10 h. 
30 m. P. :M., the Beaulieu joined company; and the two frigates 
stood back to the spot on which the Brutus l1ad been left at 
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anchor. On t.he 14th, at 5 A. M., the Brutus was seen, but not 
in the same e1ace: the ship had weighed, and was now at anchor, 
with Goree Gatt open astern of her. At6 A. M., not considering 
herself safe wit.h two British frigates for her op}lonents, the 
Brutus reweighed, and ran over the flats into the Maese. At 
7 A. M. the Endymion and Beaulieu, being thus frustrated in 
their object, hauled their wind and stood ofi'. The Endymion's 
casualties were confined to the loss of her foretopgaUant yard, 
and some trifling injury to her sails and rigging. 

On the 17th, the day of his arrival at the N ore, Admiral 
Duncan was created a baron and a viscount of Great Britain, 
~y the titles of Baron Duncan of Lundie, and Viscount Duncan of 
Camperdown. At the same time Vice-admiral Onslow was 
created a baronet, aud Captains Trollope and Fairfax were made 
knights-bannerets. Gold medals were also struck, to com
memorate the victory, and presented to the admirals and 
captains, to be worn in the same manner as those given on Earl 
Howe's and Sir John Jervis's victories. The thanks of both 
houses of parliament were unanimously voted to the fleet; and 
the city of London presented Lord Duncan with its freedom 
and a sword of 200 guineas value, and the same, with a sword. 
of 100 guineas value, to Sir Richard Onslow. 

As on all similar occasioIHJ, the first lieutenant of every ship 
present ill this battle received a step in his rank. The names of 
those serving on board the line-oC-battle ships were, according 
to the best of our researches,· as follows: William Renton, 
Venerable; John Winne, Monarch; Charles Burrougbs, Russel ; 
Thomas Lillthorne, Montagu; John Smith, Bedford; Ulick 
Jennings, Powerful; Richard Power, Triumph; Robert Eng .. 
land, BeUiqueux; William Lane, Agincourt; Christopher Wat.. 
son, Lancaster; George Morris, Ardent; Thomas Halton, Vete
ran; John M'Taggart, Director; Charles Bullen, Monmouth; 
William Lamb, Isis; and Christopher John Williams Nesham, 
Adamant. 

Unfortunately, justice required that at leastolle captain should 
be tried by a court-martial, for his delinquency in the glorious 
battle for the successful result of which the above rewards had 
been so justly bestowed. Captain Williamson, of the Agin
court, was the officer so tried. The court sat from December 
4th to January 1st, on board the Ciree at Sheerness, upon two 
charges: one for disobedience of signals and not going into 
action; the other for cowardice or disaffection. The court 
coIHJidered the first charge as proved, but not the second, and 
sentenced Captain Williamson to be placed at the bottom of the 
list of post~captain8, and to be rendered incapable thenceforward 
of &enlDg In the navy. 

• See p. D2. 
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LIGHT SQUADRONS AND SINGLE SHIPS. 

In October of the last year we left the French Rear-admiral 
Sercey, with his six frigates, the Forte, Seine, Vertu, Cybeie, 
Regeneree, aQd Prudente, on his way to Batavia. He arrived 
there, and besides getting his ships thoroughly repaired and vic
tualled, obtained a treaty from the Regency of Batavia, to 
supply the Isle of France with rice, as well as with cordage 
and canvass, to the amount of 300,000 rix-dollars. After a stay 
of two months, Rear-admiral Sercey put to sea on his return to 
the Isle of France. On the 28th of January, 1797, just as he 
had cleared the straits of Bali, and was off the east end of 
Java, M. Sercey met with, what he considered at the time, a 
fortunate escape .from very superior force, but which, he was 
afterwards fain to confess, was the most unlucky occurrence that 
bad befallen him during his long, and by no means inactive pro
fessional life. 

Five (if not six) homeward-bound, richly-laden Indiamen, the 
Woodford, Captain Charles Lennox, Ocean, Captain Andrew 
Patton, Taunton-Castle, Captain Edward Studd, Canton, Cap
tain Abel Vyvyan, and Boddam, Captain George Palmer, under 
the charge of the first-named officer, found themselves on the 
morning of the day mentioned, in sight of Rear-admiral Sercey's 
"frigate-squadron. Knowing that, besides the inutility of running 
as a means of escape from men of war, the very act of doing sc) 
would expose the weakness of his force, Captain Lennox, witb 
as muchjudgment as presence of mind, hoisted the flag of Rear
admiral Rainier, blue at the mizen, and made his other ships 
hoist pendants and ensi~ns to correspond. He even did more. 
He detached two of hiS ships to chase and reconnoitre the 
enemy. As these advanced towards the French reconnoitring 
fri~te, the Cybele, 9aptain !hreouart, the latter crowded sail to 
Jom her consorts, With the Signal at her mast-head, "The enemy 
IS superior in force to the French.''' 

On this the French admiral also made sail; and although, on 
the Fortets carrying away_her main topmast, M. Sercey thought 
it extraordinary that the English did not continue the chase, the 
assurance by Captain Threouart, on his passing within hail of 
the Forte, that he had clearly made out the enemy's force to 
consist of two line-of-battle ships and four frigates, and four 
frigates, induced the admiral to continue his retreat. In about 
four weeks after this well-managed ruse on the part of Captain 
Lennox, Rear-admiral Sercey arrived with his squadron at the 
Isle of France. There, to. his mortification, he learnt, that 
Admiral Rainier had not been near the Bali straits, and conse
quently that the fears of one of his captains, coupled with a 

• L'ennemi "est superieui ault forces FraD~"-Y"1CtoiIw et Cl11llJfllte., 
1VDle ~ii., pt t96. " 
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little remissness on his own part, had lost him at least five 
valuable Indiamen. 

On the 31st of January, as a small frigate-squadron, under the 
orders of Lord Garlies, in the Lively 32, was cruisin~ about nine 
leagues north-west of the Monsheque mountains, With the wind 
at east-north-east, a strange ship hove in sight to the northward. 
Chase was then given; and, by an hour after sunset, the ] 2-
pounder 32-gun frigate Andromache, Captain Charles John 
Moore Mansfield, having run far ahead of her companions, came 
up with the stranger. After hailing and being answered in 
Spanish, the Andromache opened her fire; and the two ships 
continued closely engaged for upwards of 40 minutes, when the 
Andtomache's opponent, having failed in an attempt to board, 
hauled down her colours. 

It now appeared that the ship, which the British frigate had 
been engagmg, was an Algerine, of much the same force as the 
Andromache, and who had taken the latter for a Portuguese 
frigate. This mutual mistake cost the British three men 
killed and six wounded, and the Algerine as many as 66 killed, 
and 50 badly, besides several slightly wounded. By far the 
g.:eater number of the Algerine sb.ip's killed consisted of those 
who had been rash enough to throw themselves upon the British 
frigate's deck, in the vain hope to carry her by boarding. After 
the action had terminated, the Livelyand the rest of the squa
dron joined company. 

On the 22d of February, in the evening, the French 40-gun 
frigates Resistance and Vengeance, 22-gun ship-corvette Con
stance, and lugger Vautour, anchored in Fisgard bay on the 
coast of Wales. During the night they landed 1200 galley
slaves, dressed and accoutred as soldiers, but wit~ut any cannon 
or camp-equipage. The alarm soon spread, and it was not 10nD' 
before a strong body of militia, under the command of Lo;a 
Cawdor, assembled near the spot. The Frenchmen, whose 
intentions were rather predatory than warlike, immediately 
surrendered, and were marched as prisoners to Haversfordwest. 
Meanwhile the ve,sels that had brought them weighed, and soon 
disappeared from the coast. What was the object of this silly 
expedition, no one, not even among the French, seems rightly to 
have understood. 

On the 9th of March, early in the morning, the British 18-
pounder 36-gun frigate San Fiorenzo, Captain Sir Ha~ N eale, 
and 12-pounder 36-gun frigate Nymphe, Caftain John Cooke, 
while on their retun! to Admiral Lord Bridport s fleet off Ushant, 
after having reconnoitred the road to Brest, then bearing from 
them east by north distant three or four leagues, saw to the 
westward, standing in towards the port, two of the three ships 
which had been so creditably emJ>loyed; one the 40-gun frigate 
Resistance, Captain (de vais.) Jean-Baptiste Montagnies La.
roque, the other the 22-gun corvette Constance, Captain 
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Desauney. The San-Fiorenzo and Nymphe immediately tacked 
and hauled close to the wind, until, having gained the weather
gage. they bore down for the two strangers, who had by this time 
hoisted French colours, and the head most of whom now fired at 
the British ships. The distance from·Pointe Saint-Mathieu being 
less than three leagues, the French fleet of 14 sail of the line 
and six frigates in sight from the tops, and the wind a leading 
one out of Brest, that which was likely to be the most decisive, 
was deemed the best, mode of attack. 

Accordingly, the two British frigates stood for, and, at the 
distance of about 40 yards, soon engaged, the headmost ship, 
the Resistance; which, after a slight defence, struck her colours. 
By the time this ship was taken possession of, the other had 
arrived up, and, being attacked 6y both British frigates as 
warmly as her consort had been, in 10 minutes surrendered also. 
The action, which was a running fight, did not last longer than 
half an hour; but it is due to Captain Desauney to state, that, 
although commanding by far the weaker ship, he made a much 
more creditable defence than his commodore: the Constance, 
indeed, SOOft after being taken possession of, lost her mainmast 
and fore topmast, owing to the fire she had withstood. Just at 
the close of the action, the British 74-gun ship Robust, Captain 
Geo~e C.ountess,:md 28-gun frigate Triton, Captai~John Gor,e, 
hove ID sight; a circumstance that, doubtless, had Its . effect In 

facilitating the capture. 
Neither of the British ships suffered the slightest dama~ or 

loss. The Resistance, on the other hand, had 10 men killed, 
her first lieutenant and eight men wounded; the Constance, 
eight men kiJled and six wounded: total, 18 killed and 15 
wounded. .. 
. There is little doubt that, had the odds in this case been re
versed, the British would have made an honourable, if not a 
successful defence. Taking into the account, however, that a 
British 74 and frigate were present at the close, and must have 
~een in sight. during the continuance, of the action, all that caR 

be said is, that the British gained, without the occurrence on 
their part of a single casualty, two remarkably fine ships. The 
Resistance mounted 48 guns, or four more long 8s than No. 5 
in the table at p. 64 of vol. i., (but not, as a contemporary states, 
"24-pounders on the main deck,".) and measured 1182 tons. 
The Vengeance was her aister-ship. The larger prize, under 
the name, in allusion to the spot at which the Resistance and 
her consorts had disembarked their convict freight, of Fisgard, 
continued for a long while at the head of the 38-gun frigate
class, and the smaller one retained her French name as a 22-
gun post-ship. . 

On the 13th of March the British 14-gnn cutter Viper, Lieu. 

• BrentoD, 'VOL i., p. 408. 
'YOLe 11. G 
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tenant John Pengelly, being about seven leagues north-west 
from Alboran, on her return to Gibraltar from Algiers, descried 
in the north-west quarter, and g1lve chase to, a Spanish IO-gun 
brig-privat-eer, named" Piteous Virgin-M aria." At 1 P. M. the 
Viper fired a gun at the chase; who then hoisted Spanish 
coloars, fired a shotted gun, and hove to. In half an hour the 
cutter got close alengside the brig, and a smart actioD ensued. 
which continued until 3 h. 10 m. P.II., when the latter hauled. 
down her colours. 

During the action, the Virgin-Mana attempted several times 
to set fire to her heretic oppollent, by throwing OB board Basks 
filled with powder and sulphur; but the Viper's people were too 
active to suffer the scheme to succeed. The cutter received 40 
shots in her hull, and a 4-pollnd shot in her lower masL Her 
rigging also was very much cut; but she fortunately sustained. 
DO loss. The brig was a ~ood deal damaged, and lost one man 
killed, one mortally, and SIX dangerously wounded. The Viper's 
guns were 4-J>Ounders, and her complement was about 48 meD. 
and hays. Of the brig's guns, six were Spanish 4, and four 6 
pounders: she also mounted eight swivels, and had a comple
ment of 42 men. Upon the whole, this little victory on the part 
of the cutter did great credit to her officers and crew. 

On the lilt of April the IS-gun ship-sloop Hazard (eighteen 
O-poundeJll and six 12 or 18 pounder carronades, with 121 men 
and boys), Captain Alexander Ruddach, while cruising close oft' 
the Skelloeks on the coast of Ireland, fell in with the French 
brig-privateer Hardi, of 18 long 8-pounders and 130 men and 
boys, and after a seven hours' chase, at the -end of which the 
Hardi lost both her topmasts, captured the privateer without 
resistance. On the 2d of the preceding December the Hazard, 
UDder the same commander, captured, after the discharge of 
one or two broadsides, the French ship-privateer Musette, of 22 
goal and 150 men and boys. Shortly after his capture of the 
-tleCond plivateer, Captain Ruddach was, very deservedly, pro
moted to post-rank. 

On the 26th of April, at 6 A. M., the British 74-gun ship 
Irresistible, Captain George Martin, and 36-gun frigate Emerald, 
Captain Velterers Comewall Berkeley, being on a cruise off' the 
coast of Spain, fell in with and chased two Spanish frigates, 
the Ninfa and Santa-Elena, of 34 guns, 12 and 6 pounders, anel 
320 men each, from Havana, bound to Cadiz. On discovering 
by what superior force they were pursued, the two frigates raB 
for and anchored in Conil bay, near Trafalgar. Thither, at 2 h. 
30 m. P. M., the Irresistible and Emerald, skilfully roundinr; 
the Laja de Cape Rocha, a dangerou!J ledge of rocks, a little 
to the northward of Conil, followed them, and a smart action 
ensued; which, at 4 P. M., terminated in· the capture of the 
two frigates. The Santa-Elena, after she had struck, cut her 
cable and drove on shore; her ;CIe'W.ei'ecting their escape. 
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This frigate was subsequently got off, but in too damaged a state 
to be kept aftoat: she accordingly went down. Part of the 
Ninfa's Crew also escaped to the shore. The loss sustained by 
the two frigates was represented to have been 18 men killed and 
30 wounded. The Irresistible had one man killed and one 
wounded. The Emerald escaped withollt a casualty. The 
Ninfa, under the name of Hamadryad, was taken into the B~ 
tish service as a 12-pounder 36. 

The following anecdote we extract from the work of a con
temporary, as believing the NiDfa and Santa-Elena to be the 
frigates alluded to. "While our fieet lay before Cadiz (the 
in-shore squadron'" almost within gun-shot of the lighthouse, 
the main body of the fieet about five miles off, at anchor), 
two frigates came upon them in the night, and were reported 
to the captain of the flag-ship, by the officer of the watch. 
They were supposed to be either friends or neutrals; and the 
Spanish captains were not sensible of their danger, until, stand
ing nearer to Cadiz, they learned from the fishing-boats, that 
the British fleet was without them, and the advanced squadron 
within them. Not a moment was to be lost, and the time was 
well employed. They were loaded with treasure, which was 
instantly got on deck, put into the fishing-boats, and landed 
safely at Cadiz without susficion. Daylight discovered the for ... 
tunate Spaniards, after al their treasure was in safety j they 
were chased" and one taken, and the other destroyed, in a bay 
not far from the scene of their achievement." t 

The Spaniards usually sent their frigates for treasure in pairs; 
and, at the very time that the Ninfa and Santa-Elena were thus 
lost to their country, another pair of Spanish frigates were either, 
on their passage out to, or on their return home from, South
America, two such frigates having been fallen in with, on the 
20th of May, in latitude 34° 36' south, longitude 53° 14' west, 
which is a little to the northward of the mouth of the Rio de 
la Plata, by the British 12-eounder 36-gun frigate Oiseau (late 
Cleopatre) captain Charles Brisbane. 

At daylight on the day mentioned the Oiseau, standing on the 
starboard tack, with the wind at about south by west, discovered 
and imQ1.ediately chased a strange sail bearing south-west by 
west, distant three or four leagues. At 7 h. 30 m. A. M. a 
second sail made her appearance astern of the first. At 9 h. 
30 m. A. M. the leading ship, now seen to be a frigate, hauled 
up her mainsail and took in her topgallantsails, and in atiother 
quarter of an hour fired a gun to leeward and hoisted Spanish 
colours. The Oiaeau, who had now approached within gun-shot, 

• or which Captain Sir James Saumares, of the Orlon, ~ we belie'M; 
the commanding officer. 

t Brenton, vol Hi., p ... 
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hoisted English colours and discharged her broadside in return. 
Perceiving, however, that the other ship, a fri~te also, was 
coming up fast, under a press of canvass, the Olseau made all 
sail from two opponents, either of which had the appearance of 
being at least equal to herself. At 2 h. 45 m. P. M. the head most 
of the two Spanish frigates finding that a longer chase would 
separate her from her consort, shortened sail and hauled to the 
wind; thus destroying the hope entertained by the Oiseau, of 
bringing one of the frigates to action without interruption by the 
other. 

These details,r or the principal J>8:rt of them, are extracted from 
the Oiseau's log, which we were mduced to search on reading 
the following paragraph in a work of naval biography recently 
published: "Whilst thus employed," cruising olf the Rio de la 
Plata, "Captain Brisbane fell in with two large Spanish fri
gates, one of them beal'inO' a commodore's broad pendant. A 
severe engagement ensued: but, notwithstanding the disparity 
of force, the l'Oiseau had the good fortune to beat off' her oppo
nents.· 

Had this statement regarded an officer, whose professional 
fame was less firmly established than that of Captain Charles 
Brisbane, we should, as we have done in some similar cases in 
Mr. MarshaU's book, have let it pass without notice, for fear of 
exciting an undue prejudice against the officer who has thus the 
misfortune to be the subject of biographical exaggeration. A 
writer should, indeed, be very cautious about introducing such 
loose, undated accounts; especially, as the same means of ascer
taining their validity, and, if the main facts be true, of supplyinO' 
any deficient particulars, are alike open to him and to us. a 

On the 16th of July, in the night, a British squadron, com
posed of the 40-gun frigate Pomone, Captain Sir John Borlase 
Warren, 44-gun frigate Anson, Captain Philip Charles Durham, 
3S-gun frigate Artois, Captain Sir Edmund Nagle, and IS-gun 
brig-sloop Sylph, Capt. John Chambers WHite, and Dolly, hired 
armed cutter, being on a cruise off Ushant, discovered and gave 
chase to a convoy of fourteen French vessels, in charge of the 
2S-gun frigate CaUiope (mounting, like others of her class, 32 
or 34 guns), and one ship, and one brig-co"ette, standing in for 
Audierne bay. The two corvettes hauled their wind to the 
southward, and escaped round the Penmarcks; but the frigate, 
not being able to follow them, at about 2 h. 20m. A.. M., on the 
17th, cut away her masts and ran on shore, and a brig, laden 
with ordnance stores, anchored close to her. 

At 7 A. M. the Anson anchored with a spring on her cable, and 
apened a fire upon the frigate and brig, but at rather too great 
a distance to do much execution. At 9 h. 30 m. A. M., the Sylph 

• Marshall, vol. i., p. 734. 
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plIantly ran in and anchored between the Anson and the French 
frigate, and within 150 yards of the latter. As soon as she had 
got a spring upon her cable, the Sylph opened upon the CaUiope 
a well-directed fire, which the fri~atc, at intervals, returned. 
At 11 h. 30 m. A.. M. the Anson weIghed and made sail, to join 
the Pomone and Artois; but the brig remained, and continued 
the cannonade with such spirit and efiect, until recalled by signal 
at 6 p. M., that the French crew were ultimately prevented by it 
from using any means to save the ship or stores, and on the 
next day the Calliope went to pieces. 

The tire from the French frigate had occasioned a loss to the 
Sylph of five seamen and one marine wounded; but the Calliope's 
loss, by the brig's fire, it was impossible to ascertain. Of the 
convoy in charge of the CaUiope and corvettes, one transport 
ship, three brigs, and four chasse-marees were taken, and one 
timber-ship and one brig were run on shore and .burnt; the 
remainder effected their escape. 
. On the 11th of August, early in the morning, Sir John 
Warren, cruising off the coast of La Vendee, with, besides the 
Pomone, the 38-gun frigate Jason, Captain Charles Stirling, 
12-pounder 32-gun frigate Triton, Captain John Gore, and 18-
gun brig sloop Sylph, Captain John Chambers White, discovered 
a French convoy of brigs and chasse-marees, under the escort of 
a ship-corvette and three or four gun-vessels, standing to sea out 
of the Pertuis-d' Antioche; and which, to avoid the danger that 
threatened them, ran for the river of Sable-d'Olonne. 

Perceiving that the corvetie and a brig-gun vessel hat! anchored 
at the entrance of the liver under the protection of a fort, Captain 
White gallantly asked permission to stand in and cannQnade 
them. Leave having been obtained, tIle Sylph, at II h. 30 m. 
A. M" anchored in seven fathoms, about a mile to the westward 
of Sable-d'Olonne, and opened her fire, which was presently 
returned by the ,fort and vessels. At noon the Pomone and 
Jason (the Triton was then in chase in the offing), keeping 
under way, joined in the cannonade; and soon afterwards the 
gun-vessel cut her cables, and endeavoured to rejoin her convoy 
at anchor in the river, but sank at its entrance. At about a 
quarter past noon, finding it impracticable to do more, the Sylph 
cot her cable and stood out, with the loss of one master's mate 
{Henry Wrickson) and two seamen killed, and three wounded. 
The Pomone, also, had one seaman killed, and one seaman and 
one marine wounded. The result of this attack was, that a 
French gun-vessel was destroyed, and a French ship-corvette, 
which was seen in the harbour of Olonne, by the Pomone, on 
the 16th, considerably damaged. . 

On the 27th, in the evening, Sir John, with the same squadron, 
cruising to the southward of the entrance of the river Gironde, 
discovered and chased in the south-west another French convoy. 
The chase continued all night, and the J ason and Triton, being 
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far to windward and ahead, captured five of the vessels. On 
the 28th, at 2 A. M., the Pomone, being near the shore, discovered 
a cutter, and sent a boat to take possession of her ; but the cutter, 
which was the Petit-Diable, of 12 or 14 guns, and 70 or 80 meD~ 
ordered the boat to keep off. On this the Pomone herself stood 
in, and, firing a few shots, cut away the Petit-Diable's mast~ 
and compelled her to run on shore among the breakers upon the 
coast of Arcasson; where it is supposed she was lost. 

This is a plain account of what was effected by Sir John 
Warren's squadron on the 11th and 28th of August; but the 
following is the result, as it stands in the London Gazette at the 
foot of Sir John Warren's letter: "A ship-corvette, 22 guns 
and 200 men, captured August 11, 1797, at Sable-d'Olonne; on 
shore, and bilged. A brig gun-vessel, 12 guns and 70 men, 
.unk. Le Petit-Diable, cutter, 18 guns and 180 men, captured 
August 29, 1797, on the coast of Arcasson; on shore, bilged, 
and fell over," besides a long list of merchant vessels. We 
cannot say, at this moment, whether the head-money for the 
crews of these three vessels of war, which would amount to 
11501., was paid by the British government; but we may here
after have to show, that an evil of incalculably greater magnitude 
arose from these, to say the least of them, highly-coloured 

. gazette-letters of Sir John Borlase Warren. 
On the 1st of Au~ust, while the British transport, Lady 

Shore~ with 119 convicts on board, was on her way to Botany 
Bay, a number of French emigrants and deserters, very un
wisely sent on board to guard thelrisoners, having gained over 
the majority of the crew, revolte and took possession of the 
sbip. A spirited opposition by the passengers, and the loyal 
part of the soldiers and seamen, might yet have saved the ship, 
had not a traitorous scoundrel, one" Adjutant Minchin," deli
vered up the arms and ammunition to the mutineers. On the 
15th, when about 100 leagues from the land, in the latitude of 
. Cape Sta.-Maria on the coast of Brazil, the mutineers sent away 
in the long boat 29 persons, men, women, and children, the 
youngest child not five weeks old! After great suffering from 
bad weather, the boat reached the port of San-Pedros, and the 
people, among whom was the notorioUB Major Semple, were 
hospitably received. 

This occurrence we should scarcely have thought worth 
recording in these pages, but fOl" a highly exaggerated account 
that has found its way into a respectable Frenco historical work. 
The article, whicb is epitomized, "Enlevement d'on Taisseau 
anglais de la compagnie des Indes, par huit prisonniers de guerre 
fran~ais," represents the two principal actors to be 8elis, gne Qf 
the chief quartermasters, and Thierry, the pilot, late belonging 
to tbe French corvette, Bonne-Citoyesne, captured in March of 
the preceding year. 

'I'belle men, it appears, after a confinemeAt of &eMn- montM io 
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the prison at Petersneld7 contrived to effect their escape, but 
were arrested by the coast-feneibles,. near Portsmouth, and re
confined in one of the prisons there. Thence they were remove~ 
the account states, along with several other prisoners, to the 
hulks, preparatory to being transported to Botany Bay. From 
the hulks, Sells and Thierry, with six other Frenchmen, effected 
their escape; but they were all retaken, and were finallyem
barked on board the Lady-Shore. These eight Frenchmen; 
witlt DD other assistance than: that afforded by three Germans 
and a Spaniard,. are represented to have surprised and captured 
tbe convict-ship; which they afterwards carried t.o Monte-Video 
and sold.· 

Accustomed as we are to the French manner of relating aD. 

occurrence of this kind, the chief surprise it excites in us is, that 
prisoners of war should have been sent to Botany Bay for having, 
as, by a law of nature almost as strong as that of self-preserva
tio~ they were_just~fied in doing, attemp~d to escape from 
confinement. We thmk there must be a mlstatement as to the 
cause that led to the banishment of MM. SeIis and Thierry; in 
short, that tbese French prisoners had committed some act of 
turpitude, the divulgement of which would have shown, not only 
that their punishment had been justly inflicted, but that their 
veracity was not to, be relied upon. 

On the' 10th. of August,atdaylight, the British 38-gunfri~ 
.Arethusa, Captain Thomas Wolley, being in latitude. 30 49 
north, longitude,55° 50' west, and having a detained Prussian 
ship in tow, discovered to windward thl'ee strange sail; one of' 
wInch,.. at about 7 h. 30 m. A.. lII., bore down, under French 
colours, to within half gun-shot, and then opened her fire. This 
the Arethusa was not slow in returning; and the French ship, 
which. extraordinary to say, was only a corvette of 20 long 8-
pounders, made no attempt to escape, until she had fought a 
:British 18-pounder frigate. mounting 44_ gUDS, for half an hour, 
and sustained, besides considerable damage in her sails and. 
riggiDj!;, a 10s8 of two seamen killed and eight wounded. The 
Gaiete's fire was not whol1y ineffectual; for the Arethusa lost 
one seaman, killed, the captain'. clerk. (leg amputated), and. two 
seamen wounded. 

The Gaiete had 186 men on board at the commeBcement of' 
the action, and was commanded. by Euseigne de Vaisseau Jean
Fran~ois Guignier. One of the. vessels in her company was the 
brig-corvette Espoir, of 14 guns. The latter kept to windward 
until the action was over, and then stood away. What the 
third vessel was, does not appear; but, unless she was,a cor..tette 
Deallly equal in, force to the Gaiete, the temerity of M~ Guignier 
in provoking the. attack. was highly censurable. At all events, 
,hiS two cousor.ts were not ambitious: to take a. share in. an enter
prise of such.. hardihood and danger as that in. which, the; Fam.ch 

., Victoires et .Cbnquetes, tome viii., p.I6li., 
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enseigne de vaisseau lost his ship. The Gaiete was quite a new 
vessel, measuring 514 tons, and became a great acquisition to 
the class of British 20-gun ships. 

On the 15th of August the Alexandrian schooner, of six guns, 
4-pounders, and 40 men and boys, commanded by Lieutenant 
William Wood Senhouse, and acting as tender to the Prince of 
Wales 98, Rear-admiral Harvey's Bag-ship at Martinique, being 
on a cruise off the island, in quest of French privateers, fell iri 
with, and, after a spirited action of 45 minutes, captured, the 
French privateer schooner Coq, of six guns, 4 or 6 pounders " 
French, and 34 men; of whom two were k.illed and five wounded. 
On the same evening Lieutenant Senhouse attacked another " 
privateer schooner, of apparently greater force: but which, after 
a nmning action of some length, escaped, owing to the darkness 
of the night. . 

On the 21st of August, in latitude 48° 3' north, longitude 80 

west, the British 16-gun brig-sloop Penguin, Captain John King 
Pulling, being on the larboard tack, witb the wind.blowing hard 
from tlie eastward, discovered, right ahead, two armed brigs, 
evidently cruisers, standing towards her. At 9 h. 30 m. A. M., 

the strangers, having weathered the Penguin by about a mile, 
bore down, the headmost brig under English colours. No doubt, 
however, existing as to their character, the Penguin opened her 
nre, and soon comJ>eUed them to haul up again on the starboard 
tack. The PengulO then wore, and, coming to on the same tack 
as they were, kept under their lee, pouring a steady fire 
"into both of them. At 9 h. 45 m. A. M. ilie stemmost briO' struck 
her colours and hove to; but the sea was runnin~ too high to 
allow the Penguin to take immediate possession of her. More
over the remaining brig, which, both 10 appearance and reality, 
"was by far the more formidable of the two, was endeavouring to 
escape. The Penguin lost no time in pursuing this vessel; and, 
after a running fight of an hour and 40 minutes~ during which 
the British crew, owing to the high sea and press of sail neces
-sary, had worked the guns knee-deep in water, compelled the 
French brig privateer Oiseau, of 18 guns, to surrender. 

At noon the Penguin took possession of the J>rize, and in half 
an hour made sail after the Oiseau's consort; who, by this time, 
was nearly out o,f sight to leeward, using every effort to escape. 
At 4 P.M. the Penguin overtook and brought to the fugitive; 
which proved to be the Express, of Dal'tmouth, prize to the 
Oiseau, and formerly the French privateer, Appocrate, of 14 
,guns. 

The Penguin came off with very little daml;lge and no loss. 
"The Oiseau, besides losing her main topmast a few minutes be
. fore she struc~, suffered greatly in hull, masts, and rigging, a!ld 
"had one man killed, and five wounded. The guns of the Pengum, 

. ,formerly the Dutch brig Comet, as ordered for her when fitted. 
were 14 long 9~pounders and two 18-pounder carronades, with a 
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complement of 124 men and boys. The guns mounted by the 
Oiseau were 16 French 8 and two 12 pounders, all long gUDS, 
with a complement, on board, of 119 men and boys. 

Even had the Oiseau been alone, the capture of her by the 
Penguin would have been a creditable affair. As it was, Captain 
Pulling evinced a commendable promptitude in following up his 
first advantage; and the Penguin'S officers and crew, in general, 
gave a decided proof of their judgment and bravery in effecting 
the capture of two such opponents. 

On the 17th September, at 7 h. 30 m. A..M., Cape Nicholas
Mole in the island of St. Domingo bearing south by west half
west, the British 18-gun brig-sloop Pelican, Lieutenant Thomas 
White, acting commander, in the absence of Captain John Gas
coyne, who was ill on shore, saw in the north-north-west standing 
towards hel' on the larboard tack, with the wind at east, a 
strange brig, evidently of force; and which was the French 
privateer Trompeur, of 12 long French 6-pounders, and 78 men 
and boys. The Pelican immediately made sail in chase. At 
Sh. 45 m. A. H. the Trompeur hoisted her colours; and the 
Pelican who had already hoisted hers, while crossing the Trom
peur on the contrary track, opened her broadside. The Pelican 
then wore round her opponent's stem, and kept up a continued 
and well-directed fire, until 9 h. 20 m. A.H.; when the Trom
peUT, hauling on board her larboard tacks, made all sail to get 
away. 

The Pelican, as soon as she had repaired her running rigging 
which had been very much cut, crowded sail to get agam along
side of her opponent. This, at 45 minutes past noon, the 
Pelican accomplished; and opening her fire a second time, 
eontinued it with so much spirit and effect, the yard-arms of the 
two brigs being locked during the greater part of the time, that 
at 1 h. 10 m. P. M. the Trompeur blew up abaft, and in five 
minutes more went down by the head. The Pelican's boats were 
immediately hoisted out, and 60 of the drowning crew, including 
the captain, were happily rescued. No officer could have fought 
his ship more bravely than this captain had: he was seen, in 
the hottest of' the fire, standing on the quarterdeck, exhorting 
his men to do their duty; and do their duty they did in the most 
valiant manner. 

The loss on board the Trompeur by the Pelican's shot does 
not appear; but, from the effect of those shot upon the brig's 
hull, )t must have been verr.. severe. The loss sustained by the 
Pelican amounted to one killed, and five wounded. 

The Pelican is the same "frigate with her mizenmast out,"· 
which, a twelvemonth previous, caused such ~at constemati~n 
-on board the French frigate Med~e. The effectual manner In 
which the crew plied their guns, .in action with the Trompeur, 

• See vol. i., ~. 511 .. 
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iacolltestably shows that they had not fallen, off iD their disci,. 
pline.· 

On the 4th of October, at daybreak, the island of Barbadoea 
bearing west four or five leagues, the British 6-gun schooner 
Alexandrian, still commanded by lieutenant William Woot1 
Senhouse, descried a schooner on her 9,uarter, in. chase of IUl 

American brig to leeward. No sooner did the strange schooaer 
discover the Alexandrian to be an armed vessel, than she hauled 
her wind to the northward, and was immediately pursued by the 
latter. At 9 A. K. the Alexandrian overtook the schooner, and, 
-after a close action of 50 minutes, compelled her to haul dowu 
her colours. The prize proved to be the French priv.ateer 
Epicharis, mounting eight carriage.guns (probably 4-pounders), 
With a complement, as counted, of 74 men. The AlEixaDdrian; 
in this contest, lost one seaman killed ana four wounded; the 
Epicharis, four killed and 12 severely wounded. 

On the 25th of October, near the island of Teneriffe, the 
French ship .. privateer Hyene, of 24 long S.pounders and 230 
men, from Bayonne, mistaking the British 44-gun frigate Inde
fatigable, Captain Sir Edwaro Pellew, for a Portuguese Indiama~ 
bore down to capture her. As soon as she was undeceived, the 
Hyene made all sail to escape, and would have succeeded, had 
she not carried away her fore topmast. Even with this accident, 
the Hyene led the Indefatigable, who was herself a good sailer7 
a chase of eight hours before she brought to and surrendered. 

The account of the capture, in May, 1793, of the British 24-
gun ship Hyama, by the French 40-gun frigate Concorde, has 
already appeared. Thinking to improve the Hyrena's sailing, 
a quality In which she was remarkably deficient, the Frenchman, 
who purchased the 'Vessel of the captors, cut away her quarter
deck and forecastle, aDd thus made her a flush ship. The plaa 
completely succeeded, as was manifest, both during her chase by 
the Indefatigable, and on her restoration to the British service; 
in which, armed with twenty 32-pounder carronades and tWQ 
long'9-pounders, the Hyama, although built as long ago as 1778# 
continued for some years to be a useful cruiser. 

On the 12th of November, latitude 490 48' north, and longitude 

• It appears that an omission not at all attributable to Mr. James. but to 
Captain White, has occurred in the relation of the action between the Pelican 
ud the Tl'6mpeur. It is this: The 'l'rompeur was joined in the early 
part of the day, chu:iog the time she was engaged with the Pelican, by a 
Ichooner. This vessel had sixty men on board, trained.and intended to Itoal'd 
the Drake, a vessel which had greatly annoyed the enemy's small-craft along 
.the Island of 81. Domingo. She might now have turned the scale against the 
Pelican, had not Captain White to avoid their united attack, kept to wind
"ward of the Trompeur, aDd thus prevented being boarded; which seemed, the 
abject of his opponents. As the Trompeur and schooner were 8; little distant 
wm each other, Captain White depressed his guns, ran alongside the Trelll
peur; and, after three broadsides, she sank. The humanity of Captain Wllite 
10 rescuing the crew, afforded time for the schooner to effect her escape by 
running into Jean Rabet.-Elitor. 
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. ~ 18' west, the British IS-pounder 32-gun frigate Cerberus, 
Captain John Drew, captured the French ship-privateer Epervier, 
of sixteen 4-pounders and 145 men; on the 13th recaptured a 
sbip, her prize; and on the 14th captured another ship-privateer, 
the Renard, carrying eighteen 6-pounders and 189 men. The 
Cerberus also chased the ship-privateer Buonaparte, mounting, 
as represented, 32 guns, with a crew of 250 men, and would 
have captured ber, had not the frigate's studding-sails and main 
topgallantmast been carried away. As it was, the Cerberus 
pressed the Buonaparte so closely, and annoyed her so much with 
·lier bow-guns, as to compel her to throw overboard the greater 
part of her guns and stores, and, as was understood, to return to 
:Bordeaux. 

On the 13th of November, early in the moming, while the 
British 16-gun ship-sloop Fairy, captain Joshua Sydney Horton, 
and hired armed cutter Fox, havmg just weighed from off 
Calais, were cruising, with light winds, about nine miles to the 
westward of Seater cliff, the cutter, which was about seven miles. 
ahead of her consort, made the signal for an enemy. The ha~e 
clearing discovered to the Fairy a lugger, about three miles to 
the 'MlStward of the Fox. 

Captain Horton, hoisting out his boats, proceeded in them to 
the assistance of the cutter. During the ehase, the Fairy's launch 
separated from the other boats, and weDt in chase of a second 
lagger; which Mr. J ames Middleton, the purser of the Fairy and 
the launch's commanding officer, discovered running along shore 
to the westward. At about 2 P. H. the breeze freshened, when, 
having no longer any prospect of oVeTtaking the lugger in the 
oiing, Captain Horton, with the Fox and boats. tacked in shore 
to the support of his launch; which, with a crew of only aa 
officer and seven men, had already brought to aetion the French 
Jugger privateer Epervier, mounting two 2-pound carnage guns 
and fotM- swivels, besides musketoons and small arms, with a 
·crew of 25 men, and lying at anchor within musket-shot of the 
westernmost of two batteries in Whitesand bay. In the face 
of this co~paratively overwhelming force, Mr. Middleton car

·ried the 1ugger just before captain Horton got up to his assist.. 
·anoo. 
. Mr. Middleton was the only man of his little party hurt on this 
'gallant occasion: a grape-shot had badly grazed his stomach, 
causing a very painful and rather a dangerous wound. The pri
'vateer was commanded byan Irishman named George Hammond ; 
'who, together with .the lugger's crew, three of wbom were badly 
wounded, effected his escape. Captain Horton concludes his 
letter- to Admiral Peyton, transmittmg an account of· the Eper
vier's capture, with the following encomium upon the merit of 
·Mr. Middleton ~"His gallantry on this occasion speaks foritself'~ 
nor is it the first time I have witnessed it. I beg leave to 
recommend him strongly to YGur attenLion." 

Digitized by Google 



92 LIGHT SQUADRONS AND SINGLE SHIPS. 1797. 

On the 20th of December, at 10 A.. M., the British IS-pounder 
36-gun frigate Phrebe, Captain Robert Barlow, being in latitude 
48° 58' north, longitude 8° 4' west, observed a strange ship 
standing towards her. At 11 h. 30 m. A. M. the stranger, which 
eventua~ly proved to be the French 36-gun friiate N ereide, 
Captain Antoine Canon, hoisted a Dutch jack, and hauled to the 
wind. The Phrebe immediately tacked and stood after the 
Nereide, which ship was then on her weather bow. The chase 
continued during the day, with very little advantage on either 
side. At 4 P. M. the N ereide bore west-south-west, distant about 
five miles. At 6 P. M. both ships being taken aback, bore up. 
At 8 P. M. the Phrebe was drawing up fast with the enemy; 
who, at 9 P. M., burnt two blue lights, and commenced firing her 
stem-chasers, which did considerable damage to the Phrebe's 
masts, sails, and rigging. 

At 9 h. 10 m. P. M., just as the Phrebe was in a situation to 
commence the attack, the Nereide hove in stays; and, owing to 
the crowd of sail carried by the Phrebe, and the extreme dark
ness of the night, the preparations for tacking on board the 
Nereide were unperceived by Captain Barlow, so as to enable 
him to make' the necessary dispositions for adopting, with 
promptitude, his adversary's manreuvre. The delay this occa
sioned exposed the sails and rigging of the Phrebe to additional 
injury from the Nereide's fire; but, in a few minutes, the Phrebe 
came round, and the two frigates, in passing on opposite tacks, 
.exchanged broadsides. 

At 10 P. M. the Phrebe got fairly alongside her opponent; 
when botb ships backed their maintopsails, and commenced the 
action in earnest, the N ereide placing herself afabout four ships' 
length to windward of the Phrebe. In a short time the Nereide, 
having received considerable injury in her masts, rigging and 
sails, fell on board the Phrebe a little ahead of the main chains. 
The latter immediately bore up, and got clear of her; then 
hauled to the wind, and again approached; when, at 10h. 45m. 
P. M., just as the Phrebe was preparing to renew the attack 
the Nereide hauled down the light which she had been carrying, 
and hailed that she surrendered. Neither ship ap,pears to have 
had any mast shot away, but both had suffered much, particu
larly the N ereide, in their rigging and sails. The hull of the 
latter was also a good deal shattered, and h.er stern wind()wfJ . 
were entirely beaten in. 

The Phrebe, whose force in guns was exactly that of the 
Phrenix,· sustained, out of a crew of 261 men and boys, a loss 
of three men killed and 10 wounded. The loss of the Nereide, 
whose force was less, by two 6-pounders and two 36-pounder 
earronades (taken from her forecastle), than that of the frigate 
of her class in the table at p. 54, vol. i., with a complement, as 

• SeevoL i.,p. 827. 
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'sworn to by her officers, of 330 men and boys, was much 
greater; she having had 20 killed and 55 wounded. 

COMPA.RA.TIVB FORCB OF THE COMBATA.NTS. 

Broads'·d { No. 1 e-guns ..••. ••. •.. ..• •.. •.• Ibs. 
Crew ...•.....•..•.••••.•.....•.•.•..• No. 
Size •.•............••.....•....••.•.. tons. 

PHCEBE. 
22 

407 
261 
~26 

NEREIDE. 
18 

268 
330 
892 

, Here, 'as in many other cases we have recorded, is a nominally 
equal match shown to have been decidedly otherwise. A third 
of superiority in weight of metal is far from counterpoised by a 
fifth of inferiority in number of men. The relative proportion of 
loss lroves, however, that, had more been required of, more 
coul have been performed by, Captain Barlow, his officers and 
ship's company. Captain Canon, on the other hand, as soon as 
an action became unavoidable, made a creditable defence. 

The Nereide was purchased for the British navy; and under 
the same name registered as a 12-pounder 36. Captain Barlow, 
in his official letter, speaks thus of his first lieutenant: "From 
my first lieutenant, (Michael) Halliday, I experienced all the 
sUp'port which I with con~dence expected from so gallant ,and 
skilful an officer, which, amidst the difficulties to be contended 
with in a night action, was an incalculable advantage." In 
July of the following year Lieutenant Halliday was promoted to 
the rank of commander. 

On the 20th of December, in the middle of a dark night, 
close off Dungeness, the British gun-brig Growler, of ten 18-
pounder carronades and two long guns, and 50 men and boys, 
commanded by Lieutenant John Hollingsworth, escorting, in 
company with some other ships of war, a coasting convoy, was 
surprised, boarded, and, after the loss of her commander, second 
officer (both mortally wounded), and several of her crew, carried, 
by the two French lugger-privateers Espiegle, of ten French 
4-pounders and at least 80 men, commanded by Captain 
Duchesne, and Ruse, of eight 4-pounders and at least 70 men, 
Captain Denis Fourmentin; and both of whom mistook the 
Growler, in the first instance, for a merchant vessel. Having, 
at a very trifling loss, possessed themselves of the British gun
brig, the two privateers succeeded, the next morning, in reaching 
Boulogne with their prize; and, as might naturally be expected, 
Captains Duchesne and Fourmentin experienced from the in- , 
haoitants the most jovous' reception. This was not all. The 
French minister of manne wrote the two captains a very flatter
ing letter; which, indeed, was no less than they deserved. 
~ad as the case was, it is not, now that, for the first time, 

the facts are made known to the English Pllb1ic, by any means 
so discreditable an affair as Steel, in his" Naval Chronologist," 
by the following incautiously admitted entry, has maCie it 
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appear: "Growler, gun-vessel, taken off Dungeness by two 
French row-boats." Nor, singularly enough, have we ever beea 
able to discover, until a French account met our eye, a contra
diction to so humiliating a statement. 

On the night of the 29th of December, off the coast or 
France, the British 44-~un frigate Ansan, Captain Philip Charles 
Durham, having a few hours before parted in chase from the 38-
gun fri!pte Phaeton, Captain the Honourable Robert Stapford, 
fell in with, and after the exchange of a few shot captured, the 
French ship-corvette Daphne, late the British 20-guD ship of 
the same name;· or, as Captain Durham, imitating the French, 
describes a ship of only 429 tons, "late his majesty's frigate 
Daphne. mounting 30 guns." . 

Out of a crew, as represented, of 276, including 80 passengers 
of various descriptions, the Daphne, before she could be induced. 
to surrender, lost five men killed and several wounded. The 
Anson had no one hurt. Two of the French passengers were 
the civil commissioners Jacquelin and Lacaize, charged with 
despatches (thrown overboard) for Guadeloupe; whither the 
Daphne was bound. 

COLONIAL BXPBDITIONS.-NORTR AMERICA. 

The melancholy loss on this station of the British 12-pounder 
36-gun frigate Tribune, Captain Scory Barker, is of too interest
ing a nature to be passed summarily over. The ship had quitted. 
Encrland in September, with a convoy for Quebec and New
fou~dland; from which convoy, early in November, bad weather 
had compelled her to part compauy. On the 16th, at about 
8 A. M., the harbour of Halifax, Nova-Scotia. was discovered; 
and aEl, owing to a strong wind from east-south-east, the IJhip 
falSt apJ>roacbed the land, ~aptain ~arke~ proposed to the 
master, Mr. James Clubb. to he to untd a pilot came on board. 
rrhe master has been represented to have replied, that he had 
beat a 44-gun ship into the harbour, and had frequently been 
there; and that tbere was no necessity for a pilot, ae the wind 
waEl favourable. Confiding in these assurances, Captain Barker 
went below, and busied hitllselfin arranging some papen that he 
wished to take on j;hore. The master, in the mean time, had 
undertaken the pilotage of the ship, placing great cODfideace ill 
the judgment of a negro-man OD board, ~ho had formerly be
longed to Halifax. At about noon the shIp had approached so 
near to the Thrum-cap shoalil, that Mr. Clubb became alarmedl 

and sent for Mr. Galvin, one of the master's mates, who was 
sick below. Just as the latter stepped upon the deck, the man 
in the chains, with the lead, sang out, " By the mark five." At 
the same installt the black man forward called out "Steady." 
M.r. Galvin then got upon one of the carronade~ to observe the 

• SenoL i .. p. 286 •. 
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llituation of the ship: whereupon the Blaster, in much agitation, 
ran to the man at the wheel, and took it from him, with the 
intention of wearing the ship; but, before this could be effected, 
the Tribune struck. 

Signals of distress were immediately made, and were al 
promptly aDswered by the military posts and ships in the har-
bour. Some military boats, arid one from the dock-yard, with 
Mr. Rac.k.um, the boatswain of the ordinary on board, reached 
the ship; b~t nODe of the othe~ ~ were abl~ to pull against 
the heavy wand aad sea. By lIghtenmg the MUp, the TribaDe, 
at about 8 h. 30 m. P. Ill., began to heave, and at 9 P. H. swaag 
off from the shore; but without her rudder, and with seven feet 
water in the hold. By active exertions at the chain·pumps, the 
leak appeared to decrease, and tbe best bow-er-anchor was let 
go; but it failed to bring the ship up. The cable was then cut, 
and the jib and focetopmast staysail set. The south-east gale 
had by this time greatly increased, and was fast driving the 
.hip to the western shore. To prevent that, if possible, the 
.mall bower was let go, in 13 fathoms, and the mlBenmast cut 
-"!lY' 

It was now about 10 P. K.; and, as the water continued to 
gain upon the ship, little hope remained of saving the Tribune 
or the li~ of her unhappy crew. About this time two officers 
of the Fusileers, who had come from Halifax, quitted the sinking 
ship: which continued to drive before the storm towards the 
.hore; the tremendous noise of the billows, as they dashed 
against the precipices that lined it, presenting to those, who 
might escape penshing with the vessel, notbing but the expect
ation of a more painful death. After making two dreadful 
lurches, the Tribune went down, and left, struggling for their 
existence, upwards of 240 men of her complement, besides otber 
persons from the shore, and, what so auO'mented the horrors of 
the scene, several women and children. Mr. Galvin, who, when 
the ship sank, was below, directing the men at the chain-pumps, 
was washed up the hatcbwayand thrown iQto the waist, and 
thence into the sea. As he plunged, his feet struck a rock; 
but, presently ascending. he swam to gain the main sbrouds. 
In his way thither, he was suddenly caught hold of by three 
poor wretches. To dise~ooe himself from these, he dived. 
mtc) the water, and, on again rising, swam to the shrouds. 
Upon reaching the main top, he seated himself, with others, DD. 
an arm-chest that was lashed to tbe mast. The fore top was 
at t.his time occupied by about 10 persons; and tbere were 
upwards of 100 clinging to the shrouds and other parts of the 
wreck. Owing to the severity of the storm, howe\·er, and the 
length of a November night, nature became exhausted, and the 
-persons on the shrouds, one by one, dropped and disappeaTed. 
The falling of the mainmast, soon after midnight, had plunged. 
more than 40 persons into the waves, and only nine, besides M-r. 
Galyin, .Iuccee~ed in regaining the top; wbich now relited oa 

Digitized by Google 



, , 

96 COLONUL EXPEDITIONS.-WEST INDIES. 1797. 

the mainyard, that being fortunately held to the ship by !l por
tion of the rigging. Of the 10 who had regained the malO top, 
four only, including Mr. Galvin, were alive by morning: of the 
10 also in the fore top, three, being too much ehxausted to help 
themselves, had been washed away; 'and three others had died 
as they lay, leaving, by daylight on the 17th, four men only iD 
the fore top. • 
. We will here relate an anecdote, strongly illustrative of that 
.thoughtlessness of danger for which the British tar has been so 
famed. Among the survivors in the fore top were two seamen, 
named Robert Dunlap and Daniel Munroe. The latter, in the 
night, had disappeared; and it was concluded he had been 
washed away along with several others. However, after a lapse 
of more than two hours, Munroe, to the surprise of Dunlap, 
suddenly thrust his head through the lubber's hole, or the vacant 
space between the head of the lower mast and the edge of the 
top. His answer to his messmate's inquiry was, that he had 
been cruising fora better birth; that, atter swimming' about the 
wreck for a considerable time, he had returned to the fore 
shrouds, and crawling in on the catharping. (small ropes 
serving to brace in the shrouds of the lower masts behmd 
their respective yards), had been sleeping there more than an hour. 

The first exertion that was made from the shore for the relief 
of the sufferers was, at about 11 A.1I. by a boy, 13 years old, 
from Herring cove, who pushed off, by himself, in a small skiff; 
With great exertions, and at extreme personal risk, this noble 
lad reached the wreck; and, backing his little boat close to 
the fore top, was waiting to take off two of the men, all his skiff 
could safely carry, when occurred a trait of unparalleled magna
nimity. Dunlap and Munroe, who, throughout the ni~ht, had, 
in a wonderful manner preserved their strength and SPiritS, and 
who, of the four survivors in the fore top, were now the only ~r
sOns in full possession of the faculties of mind and body, might 
have stepped into tbe boat, and saved themselves at least. But, 
no; they chose to save their two half-dying and unconscious 
companions. These they lifted up, and, with great difficulty, 
on account of the still raging sea, placed in the skiff; and the 
"manly boy" rowed them triumphantly to the cove. After 
having deposited his freight at the nearest cotta~e, the joyous 
lad, to the shame of many older \>ersons who had larger boats, 
again put off with his skiff. HIS efforts to reach the wreck 
were, however, this time unavailing, and he returned to the 
shore, wrung with disappointment. Shortly afterwards two or 
three other boats, includmg the Tribune's jollyboat, which, with 
four men, had quitted the ship just before she sank, ventured 
out, and succeeded in bringing from the wreck the six survivors; 
making, with the four that had taken to the jollyboat and the 
two that had been saved by the boy, 12 only out of 240 or 250 
souls; including, as already noticed, several women and chil
dren, and also, many of those humane persons, who had come 
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on board from Halifax to lend their assistance. Among the 
number was an amiable young man, Lieutenant James,· of the 
· Nova-Scotia regiment, to the unspeakable distress of his worthy 
parents, and the sincere regret of an extended circle of friends. 
· The loss of the Tribune should operate as a lesson upon all 
· who are avariciously inclined. Had the master not been anxious 
to grasp the money allowed by government to the pilot who 
conducts the ship into port, the Tribune, and the many poor 
-souls that perished in her, might have been saved. 

A war with Spain necessarily rendered Spain's colonies an. 
.immediate object of attack to her powerful maritime opponent. 
Accordingly, on the 12th of February, an·expedition, composed 
<of four saIl of the line, two sloops and a bomb-vessel, under the 
.command of rear-admiral Harvey, in the Prince-of-Wales, 
having on board his ship Lieutenant-general Sir Ralph Aber
cromby, as the commanding officer Qf the troops to be employed, 
-quitted Port-Royal, Martinique. On the 14th the rear-admiral 
arrived at the port of rendezvous, the island of Carinacou; and 
.was there joined by another sail of the line (the Invincible), two 
fligates, t~ree sloops, and several tran~port~,. contain~ng. ~he 
troops desbned for the attack. On the Junctton of thls rem-
forcement, the admiral's force consisted of the ' 

Gun-ohip 
98 p' • - .JWal 5 Rear-admiral (r.) Henry Harvey. 

rme"""l- es ~ Captain John liarvey. 

{ 
Bellona ... ......... " George Wilson. 

'14 Vengeance ......... " Thomas Macnamara Russell. 
Invincible............ " William Cayley. 

64 Scipio ................ .. Charles Sydney Davers. 
Frigate8, Arethusa, and Alarm. 
Sloops, Favourite, Zebra, Zephyr, Thorn, and Vietorieuse. 
Bomb, . Terror. 

On the 15th the squadron and transports again set sail, run
nina' between the islands of Carinacou and Grenada. On the 
mo~ing of the 16th the whole arrived off Trinidad, and steered 
for the gulf of Paria; when at about 3 h. 30 m. p. M., just as 

, the British squadron had passed through the Great Bocas chan
nel, a Spanish squadron' was discovered at anchor in Shaggara
mus bay, consisting of the following four sail of the line and 
one frigate : 

-Gan-ahi . 
p. S Rear-admiral Don Sebastian Ruiz de Apodaca. 

80 San-Vmcente .... ~ Captain Don Geronimo Mendoza. 
. {GallardO ......... ••• .. Don Gabriel Sorondo. 

74 Arrogante............ ,,' Don Raphael Bonasa. . 
San-Damaso......... " Don Josef Jordan. 

Gun-fril!' 
34 Santa-Cecilia ....... " Don Manual Urtesabel • 

." Neither related, nor personally known, to the author. 
VOL. 11. H 
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The advanced hour of the day, and the apparent strength of' 
Gaspargrande island, which, mounting 20 pieces of cannon and 
two mortars, commanded, and might have disputed, the en
trance to the enemy's anchorage, determined the rear-admiral 
to order the transports, under the protection of the Arethusa~ 
Thorn, and Zebra, to anchor a little further up the gulf, at 

, the distance of about five miles from the town of Port-d'Espagne ; 
'While the Alarm, Favourite, and Victorieuse kept under sail 
between the transports and Port-d'Espagne, to prevent the 
escape of any vessels from the latter. In the mean time, the 
rear-admiral, with his four sail of the line, anchored, in order or 
battle, within random-shot of the Spanish ~atteries and line-of
battle ships, to be prepared in case the ships, having all their 
sails bent and appearing to be ready for sea, should attempt~ 
during the night, to effect their escape. 

The British, while keeping a sharp look-out, were surprised, 
at about 2 A. M. on the 17th, to observe flames bursting out 
from one of the Spanish ships. In a short time three others 
were on fire, and all four continued to bum, with great fury ~ 
until daylight. The fifth ship, the San-Damaso, escaped the 
conflagration, and, without any resistance, was brought off by 
the boats of the British squadron. The Spaniards, meanwhile,. 
had abandoned Gaspargrande island; and it was occupied~ 
soon after daylight, by a detachment of the Queen's regiment. 
In the course of the day the remainder bf the troops were 
landed, about three miles from Port-d'Espagne, without the 
slightest opposition; and, on the same evening, the town itself 
was quietly entered. This led to an offer of capitulation on the 
part of the Spanish governor; and, on the following day, the 
lsland of Trinidad surrendered to the British arms, without an 
effort at defence, and happily without a casualty, beyond one 
officer, Lieutenant Villeneuve of the eighth regIment, mortalJy 
wounded, but in what manner the official account omits to. 
notice. 
. Even should one be disposed to excuse a garrison which~ 
including the detachment on Gaspargrunde island, numbered, 
even with 50 sick in the hospital, but 632 men, for so readily 
yielding, it seems, at first sight, unaccountable, that Rear-admi
ral Apodaca, with four sail of the line and a frigate, should not 
have made some show of resistance. The fact is, that not one 
of his ships had her complement on board; as is proved by the 
official retums numbering bllt 1704, for the total of his officers,. 
seamen, and marines: whereas 2704: men would have barely 
exceeded the proper amount., 

The island of Porto..Rico, as a Spanish colony, came the next 
in order of attack; but, before we ~o into the details of the 
expedition for the reduction of that Island, we will describe a 
gallant little boat-exploit performed upon its coasts. 

On the 22d of March the British 12-pounder 32-gun frigate 
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Bermione, Captain Hugh Pigot. standing in between the island 
of Zacheo and the west end of Porto-Rioo, discovered a. brig and. 
several smaller vessels at anchor close in shore. The H ermione 
soon dropped her anchor within ha.lf a mile of the vessel's, and. 
abreast of a small battery, which immediately opened a fire upon 
the ship, but was very shortly silenced. 

Captain Pigot then sent his boats, under the command cL 
Lieutenants samuel Reid and Archibald Douglas to take possession 
.of the vessels. Although the latter, consisting of three small 
French privateers and their 12 prizes, including the brig, were 
aground, and a fire of musketry was kept up by the enemy, 
Lieutenant Reid and his party, without the loss of a man6 

brought them all out but two; and these they burnt. On the 
aext day, the 23d, Lieutenant Reid landed, and spiked and dis
mounted the guns upon the battery, and returned to his ship 
with the same good fortune as before. Finding that the priva
teersmen had taken on shore the sails of their vessels, Captain 
Pigot was constrained to bum them all except the brig, which 
was a deep-laden and valuable vessel. 

On the 8th of April, after having made every necessary 
arrangement for the security of Trinidad, Rear-admlral Harvey, 
and Iieutenant-general Sir Ralph Abercromby, with the Prince
()f-Wales, Bellona, Vengeance, and Alfred, Captain Thomas 
Totty (who with the 38-~un frigate Tamer, Captain Thomas 
."ByaIn Martin, had just JOIned), and a few frigates and sloops, 
and ~i~ as many of the troops as could be s~red, set sail ~081 
Martintque. On the lOth the squadron arnved at St.-Kltt's, 
and, haring there been, joined by the 3S-gun frigate Arethusa, 
Captain Tliomas Wolley, with pilots and guides from Tortola 
and St.-Thomas's, steered direct for Porto-Rico. 

On the 17th the squadron came to an anchor off Congrejos 
point. The whole of the north side of the island is bounded by 
a reef, and it was with much difficulty that a narrow channel 
was discovel'ed about three leagues to the eastward of the town. 
Through this channel the ship-sloops Fury and Beaver, Captains 
Henry Evans and Richard 13rowne, with the lighter vessels, . 
passed into a small bay; in which6 on the following morning, 
the 18th, the troops were disembarked, after meeting a slight 
.opposition from about 100 of the enemy. On approaching the 
towny however, the British troops fOUlld it too strongly fortlfied, 
and too aetively defended by guu-boats and other armed craft, 
10 be attacked with any hopes of success. After a bombard
ment of some days' contiuoance, and an ineffectual attempt to 
destroy a large magazine situated near tIle town, Lieutenant
general Abercl'omby, on the 30th, abandoned the enterprise; 
and the troops re-embarked, with the loss of one captain of the 
army and 30 rank and file kill~d, one lieuienant..cotone}, one 
captain, aud 68 rank aDd file wounded, and ODe, captain, two 
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lieutenants, and 121 rank and file missing, supposed to be taken 
prisoners, making a total of 225 killed, wounded, and missing. ' 

On the 15th of April, early in the morning, while Vice-admIral 
Sir Hyde Parker, the British commander-in-chief on the Ja
maica station, was lying at anchor in Cape Nicolas-Mole, St. 
Domingo, with the 9B-gun ship Queen, Captain Man Dobson, 
and 7~gun ships Thunderer and Valiant, Captain WiUiam 
Ogilvyand Edmund Crawley, the 3.2-gun frigate Janus, Captain 
Janues Bissett, arrived with the intelligence of her having, the 
preceding evening, chased into the port of Ma.regot the French 
36-gun frigate Hermione, or Harmonie, as named (we consider 
by mistake) in the Blitish official account.'" 

Sir Hyde Parker immediately despatched the· Thunderer to 
the bay of Maregot, with orders, in case the French frigate 
should not be there, to proceed close alongshore between the 
island orTortuga and Port-au-Paix; while, with the Queen and 
Valiant, the vice-admiral kept more in the offing •. Captain 
Ogilvy discovered the French frigate, and chased her into 
Mostique inlet; and, having apprized Sir. Hyde of the circum

. stance, was directed to' take tbe Valiant under his orders, and 
endeavour to effect the Hermione's capture or destruction. 

At 4 h. 15 m. P. M. the Thunderer and Valiant, in close order, 
bore up to examine the entrance of the inlet, keeping so close to 
the shore as to be, when abreast of the frigate, lD four fathoms' 
water; but the wind blew so hard, that it was found imprac
ticable to anchor without a certainty of driving upon the rocks. 
At a few minutes before 5 P. M. the Thunderer opened· her fire 
upon the Hermione, and soon afterwards the Valiant did the 
same; but, the force of the wind not allowing the ships to re
main long in their station, Captain Ogilvy was obliged to haul 
off for the night. 

On the 16th, early in the morning, the two 74s renewed their 
fire upon the frigate with such effect, that at 7 A. M. the Hermione 
was run on shore and set fire to by her crew, and at 8 h. 47 m. 
A. M. blew up. The remains of the wreck lay close to the shorep 

about four miles to windward of Jean-Rabe). The destruction 
of the Hermione was effected without the slightst loss or damage 
on the part of the two British ships. It appears that the frigate 
had been ordered to sea from Cape-Fran~ois, by the French' 
deputies resident there, contrary to the opmion of her officers, 
in order to convoy to that port a number of captured ·American 

. vessels, laden with provisions, and which ·had been captured and 
carried into Port-au-Paix and Jean-Rabel by Freneh.. privateers. 
, An expedition to the latter port was immediately coneerted ; 

. and on ilie 20th Captain Pigot, of the British fri~te Hermione, 
having under big orders the Quebec and Mermaid of the same 
force, Captains John Cooke and Robert Waller Otway, brig
.sloop Drake, Captain John Perkins, and cutter Penelope, Lieu.-
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tenant Daniel Burdwood, proceeded towards the spot. . The 
wind being very light, and the current setting strong to the 
eastward, the squadron stood to the north.west until 3 P. H. ; 
keeping far enough from the land to avoid being seen, it being 
the commodore's intention to surprise the vessels with the boats 
under cover of the night. 

Having stood in, so as to be close to the eastward of Jean
Rabel before the land wind came off, the frigates ran along to 
t11e westward until within two miles of the vessels; when the 
boats of the 8Cluadron were sent in, with directions to row close 
alongshore until they discovered the objects of their attack,. 
whicb, owing to the extreme darkness, were not then visible 
from the frigates. The latter, in the mean while, kept running 
under easy sail, about a mile from the shore, in order to draw off 
the enemy's attention from the boats. 
, Atabout 1 A. M. on the 21st, a fire of musketry announced that 
the action between the boats and tbe French vessels had com
menced. At this time the British were in possession of many of 
the vessels. and had got one of them under way. The batteries 
now opened a fire upon the ships, which they occasionally re
turned. At 4 A. H. nine vessels, consistitig of one ship, three 
brigs, three schooners, . and two sloops, being all in the port ex
cept two small row-boats, were in posseilsion of the British, and 
standing out to the squadron with the land breeze. This dasb
ing and not unimportant service was performed without the loss 
of a man; and we regret that Captain Pigot, by omitting tbem 
in his official letter, has prevented us from giving the names of 
the lieutenants and others who were present on the occasion. 
. On the 6th of April, in the night, the boatS of the 32-gun 
frigate Magicienne, Captain William Henry Rieketts, and 44-
gun ship (armed en flute) Regulus, Captain William Carthew, 
placed under the orders of Lieutenants John Maples and Alex
ander M 'Beath, first of their respective ships, assisted by Charles 
Clieshire and James Reid the masters of each, Philip Luscombe 
Perry. lieutenant of marines, Abl'8.ham Adams, purser, and 
J 000 Jordain, surgeon, belonging to the Magicienne, and George 
Frazer, lieutenant of marines belo~ing to the Regulus, entered 
the harbour of Cape-:Roxo, in the Island of St.-Domingo, the 
grand receptacle for French privateers and their prizes. 
. Here the British boats captured, sank, and burnt 13 sail of 
square-rigged vessels and schooners, being the whole in the 
port, except one Danish ship. They also destroyed two batteries 
.of. two gans each, 6 and 4 pounders, at the entrance and head 
of the harbour. To add to the value of this gallant enterprise, it 
.was performed without the loss of a man on the British side. 
We acknowledge ourselves indebted to Captain Ricketts for 
having subjoined to his official letter the surnames of the officers 
employed in this expedition,and should have been still more so, 
had the Christian names been added; the omission of which, 
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coupled with the mispelling in the Gazette, has occuioned uno 
slight trouble. 

On the 22d the Magicienne, Regulus, and Fortune schooner, 
upon doubling Cape Tiberon, discovered a privateer-sloop and 
four schooners at anchor in Carcasse bay. The presence of 
these vessels, and the firing of an alarm gun, convinced Captain 
Ricketts that the neighbouring post of Irois and its dependencies 
were about to be attacked by the French. To frustrate the 
designs of the latter, the Magicienne and Regulus stood in, and, 
after anchoring, commenced so heavy and well-directed a caJ.)oo 

nonade upon a battery near the shore, that, in a little while, the 
enemy abandoned it, and fled to the mountains; leaving in p0s
session of the British his field-pieces, ammunition, and provisioDa, 
as well as the merchant vessels at anchor, which were laden 
with necessaries for carrying on the siege. The fire from the 
shore-battery occasioned a loss to the British of four seamen 
killed, one master's mate (Mt. Morgan), and ten seamen 
wounded, while in the Magicienna's boat, endeavouring to tow 
(lut the privateer. This spirited attack, made by Captain. 
Ricketts with his little squadron, is acknowledged by Brigadier
general Church, in his public despatch, to have completely 
saved the. fort of Irois, and the country to which it was the 
key. 

Although our plan has been to be sparing of details in cases 
(If' mutiny, especially where restricted to individual ships, yet 
there was one case of the latter description in the West ladies, 
too flagrant in its proceedings, and too fatal in its immediate 
consequences, not to be made an exception. On. the night of 
the 22d of September, while the 32-gun frigate Hermione, 
Captain Hugh Pigot, was cruising oft'the west end of Porto
Rico, a most daring and unexampled mutiny broke out on board 
(If her. It -appears that, on the preceding day, while the crew 
were reefing the topsails, the captain called aloud that M 
would flog the last man oft' the mizentopsail yard. " The poor 
fellows, well knowing that he would keep his word (and though 
the lot would naturally fall on the outermost, and consequently 
the most active), each resolved at any rate to escape from puuitm:
IDent: two of them, who from their position could not reach the 
topmast rigging, made a spring to get O\'er their comrades witbin 
them; they missed their liold, fell on the quarterdeck, and were 
both killed. This being reported to the captain, he is said to 
have made answer, 'Throw the lubbers overboard.'''* It appears, 
also, that all the other men, on coming down, were severely re
primanded, and threatened with punislkment. 

This most tyratmical conduct on the part of Captain Pigot, 
cperating upon' a. very motley and, from a succession, of simillar 
acts ,of oppressi(!)J1, ill-dispesed ship's companr, pTodacedt die-

• BrentoD,.or. a, p. 4S& 
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content; which kept increasing until the next evening, wh,en it 
fatally bU1'6t forth. The men in addition to the loud murmurs 
they uttered, now began throwing double-headed shot about the 
deck; and on the first lieutenant's advancing to inquire into the 
cause of the disturbance, they wounded him in the arm 
with a tomahawk. He retired, for a while, and then re
turned; when the wretches knocked him down with a toma
hawk, cut his throat, and threw him overboard. "The cap
tain, hearing a noise, ran on deck, but was driven back with 
re~ted wounds: seated in his cabin he was stabbed by his 
cockswain and t1!ree other mutineers, and forced out of the cabin 
windows, was heard to speak. as he went astern.". In a similar 
JDaDDer did the mutineers proceed with eight other officers; 
cutting and mangling their VICtims in the most cruel and barbar
ous manner. The only officers that escaped destruction were~ 
the master, Edward SOuthcott, the gunner, Richard Searle, the 

.carpenter, Richard Price, one midshipman, David O'Brien Casey~ 
and the cook, William Moncrief: those murdered were, tlie 
captain, three lieutenants, purser, surgeon, captain's clerk, one 
JDidshipman, the boatswain, and the lieutenant of marines. 

Havmg thus rid themselves of every possible oPllonent, the 
mutineers carried the ship into La Guayra, a port of the Spanish 
Main; representing to the Spanish governor that they had 
turned their officers adrift in the jollyboat. The governor, soon 
afterwards, in sJ.>ite of the remonstrances of Rear-admiral Henry 
Harvey, the Bntish commander-in-chief on the Leeward-island 
station, who fully explained the horrid circumstances under 
which the ship liad been taken possession of, fitted the Her
mione for sea as a Spanish national frigate. 

Could we descant upon the humanitr or general kind be
haviour of the Hermione's late captam, it might serve to 
heighten, if any thing could heighten, the guilt of his mur
derers; but a regard. to truth compels us to state, that Captain 
Hugh Pigot bore a character very opposite to a mild one: in 
short, he has been described to us by those who knew him well, 
as one of the moat cruel and oppressive captains belonging to 
the British navy. 

Many of the Hermione's mutineers were afterwards taken, and 
suffered for their crimes; crimes that, had they each a dozen 
lives, merited the sacrifice of the whole. If the Ali Pacha of the 
ship had been the sole victim of their rage, the public indigna
tion might have been appeased, the instant the daily practices of 
the t~t became known; but the indiscriminate slaughter of 
their officers, even to the young clerk and midshipman, gave a 
shock to public feeling, which vibrates even yet when the subject 
is touched upon. That the mutineers of the Hermione should 
tum traitors to their offended country, was the natural conse-

• BrentoD, vol. ii., p. 486. 
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quence of the enormity of their guilt. Of those : subsequently 
taken and brought to punishment, some, from repentance, others, 
from hardened shamelessness, confessed their guilt, and gave 
minute details of the horrid transaction. 

EAST INDIES. 

Although no event of a strictly warlike character happened in 
the eastern quarter of the globe during the year 1797, an occur
rence equally within the province of the naval annalist forces 
itself upon our attention. Sometime in the month of October 
that baneful spirit of mutiny and insubordination, which had 
caused such a sensation in England, burst forth among the few 
British ships of war stationed at the Oape of'600d Hbpe. It 
began in the form of a complaint against the captain of a par
ticular ship, alld then spread over the whole squadron. Notliing 
but the most prompt measures on the part of the governor, Lord 
Macartney, and of Rear·admiral Pringle and General DundJas, 
put a stop to the violence of the mutineers. At length, tQe lat~ 
<lelivered up their delegates. Many of these wet"e executed, and 
-others severely flogged; and, after a short time, good onler a.rui 
discipline agam prevailed in the squadron. " i:1 
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. DIRECTING our attention, aB usual, to the abstract of the 
British navy, drawn up for the commencement of the present 
year,:» we find an increase, though small, in the total of the 
line-of-battle cruisers, but a decrease, of equal amount, in those 
in commission. The whole number of cruisers, line and under~ 
line, has increased considerably since the last abstract; and so, 
as a necessary consequence, has the grand total of the navy. 
The vessels, captured from the French, Dutch, and Spaniards, 
amount to less than hall those in the preceding abstract; but, 
among the latter, were only three sail of the line, while the line
of-battle ships in the former amount to 12: of these, however, 
~ne only, the San-Josef, was of any value as a cruiser.t The 
continuance of the stormy weather of 1796, through the winter 
months of the following year, filled the casualty-list of the 
latter with several melancboly cases of shipwreck. In other 
respects, the loss sustained by the British navy during the year 
1797 was of tri8ing amounl.t 
. The "launched" columns of this abstract present nothing 

worthy of remark; except that we may notice the foundation 
of a new frigate class, the 40, carrying 24-pounders on the main 
deck. The new indivi<iual was the Endymion, a sbip built as 
nearly as possible after the Pomone, captured from fhe French 
in April, 1794; § but measuring 38 tons more, owing to an 
error in the mod~ of taking the dimensions of the Pomone. 
Had that been rectified, the two ships would have measured 
nearly alike. 

.• See Appendix. Annual Abstract No. 6. 

f See Appendix. Nos. 8 •. 9, UId 10. 
See Appendix, No. U. 
See vol. i., p. 291. 

TO~IL I 
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We formerly stated that the reign of the Pomone was a short 
one. III the year 1796, through the ignorance of a French 
P!lot, the ship was run ashore in the night, on the Breufs off 
Nantz, and was with difficulty got oft' by daylight. The Po
mone's leaky state sent her home; nor could Sir John Borlase 
Warren, the commander of the squadron of which she formed a 
part, spare a ship to accompany her. At one time the leak~ 
which was under the step of the foremast, had so depressed the 
ship, that no water could be got to the pumps; but finally, by 
great exertions on the part of her officers and crew, the Pomone 
reached Plymouth. Captain Eyles, her commander, ran her at 
once into the harbour, without asking the usual leave; and he 
and his officers and crew, received the thanks ofthe admiralty 
for their promptitude. After being docked, the Pomone was 
refitted for sea, but received on boaid 18, instead of 24 pounders 
for her main deck, on account of the weakness of her frame 
from the shock she had received. Subsequently, the Pomone 
was again run on shore, atthe island of Jersey. 'Ihe ship again 
got oft' and returned to port; but was found to be so shaken in 
her frame, that she never afterwards went to sea. 

There were two reasons why so few ships among the larger 
classes were ordered in the year 1797: one was, the great num
ber, particularly of line-of-battle ships, already on the stocks, or 
about to be placed there; the other, the great number of fine 
frigates that, since the commencement of the war, had been 
captured from the French, among which were nine of one class, 
that avel'9.ged nearly 1100 tons . 
. In the early part of the preceding year, several applications 

had been made by captains of 74-gun ships to have their ships 
fitted with carronades, similar to the Minotaur; for which ship~ 
since November, 1793, carronades had been ordered, in lieu of 
lier 98, at the request of Rear-admiral Macbride. 

This induced the board of admiralty, on the 17th of March, to 
order that every line-of-battle ship, coming forward to be fitted, 
should be prepared to receive carronades all along her quarter-

- deck and forecastle, except in the wake of the shrouds. These 
carronades, except in special cases, were to be 32-pounders, 
and usually amounted to within four, or at most SIX, of the 
whole number of long guns originally established upon those 
decks. As an example of one special case, the carronades, 18 
in number, of the Gibraltar, then refitting at Plymouth, were 
ordered to be. 24-pounders ; thus making all her guns, except 
tlie two forecastle 99, of the same caliber: see notes § and K+ 
to the first Annual Abstract. As another excelltionl' the N~p
tnne, a small-class 98, was at a subsequent day, May 6th, 1800~ 
also ordered 24-pounder carronadea for her q,uarterdeck and 
forecastle. . 

Although no general order had as yet issued to arm frigatea 
with 32-pounder carronades on the quarterdeck and forecastle, 

, --I 
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yet most of the captains, especially ofthe .38, and 36s, man~ 
to get the greater part of their long 9s exchanged for carronadea 
of that highly effective caliber. Six of the eight bomb-vessels, 
that had 6een purchased in the year 1797 ,were each orelet'ed tc. 
be fitted with eight 24-pounder carronades, instead of eight long 
6-pounders as formerly; and the 42 launched and purchased. 
..-esse Is of the gun-brig class (see the Annual Abstract for the 
year 1798) were armed wholly with 18-pounder carronades, ex
cept for chasers. 

The number of commissioned officers and masters, belonging 
to the British navy at the commencement of the year, was, 

Admirals 24 
Vice-admirals • 36 
Rear-admirals . .• 44 

" superannuated 26 
Post-captains • .• 518 

" superannu.ated 20 
Commanders, or sloop-captains • 338 
Lieutenants 2030 
Masters . 492 

and the number of seamen and marines, voted for the service of 
the year 1798, was 120,000.· 

The Channel fleet, at the .commencement of the present year, 
was still commanded by Admiral.Lord Bridport. On the 25t1t 
of January a detachment from it, consisting of 12 ships of the 
line and three frigates, under the orders Vice-admiral Sit 
Charles Thompson in the Formidable 98, sailed on a cruise in 
the Bay of Biscay. On the 9th of April a second deta.chment 
<>f six ships of the line and three frigates, under Rear-admiral 
Sir Roger Curtis, in the Prince 98, sailed from Cawsand bay, to 
eruise off Ireland; and on the 12th Lord Bridport himself, with 
the remainder of the Channel fleet, consisting of 10 sail of the 

. tine, put to sea from St.-Helen's bound ofI' ~res~ , 
On the 21&t, at 11 A. M., while l..otd Bndport, wtth the fleet, 

wils standing across the Iroise passage on the larboard tack, 
with the wind from the north-east by east, the 74-gun ships 
Mars, Captain Alexander Hood, and Ramillies, Captain Henry 
Inman, which, with two or three frigates were on the look-out 
to windward, discovered and gave chase to two strange sail, 
.distant about four leagues to the eastward. At 2 P. M., as the 
British advanced ships were getting abreast of the two strangers, 
-then ascertained to be enemy's ships, a third, and a much larger 
-sail, made her appearance about five leagues off, in the 4S&-

south-east, working up alongshore towards Brest. The latter 
obeeame tbe preferable object of pursuit, and. 'Wu therefore at 
D h. 45 m. 1'.11., chased under all sail by the Mars, Ramillies, 

11 See Appeodi&. No. 11. 
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and 3S-gun frigate Juon, Captain Charles Stirling, the only 
three ships of Lord Bridport's fleet, that were near enough to 
obtain .a sight of the stranger. At 6 h. 20 m. P.II. the Ramillies, 
carrying awaY' her fore topmast, dropped astern; and the chase 
'Was continued by the Mars and Jason, the body of the British 
fleet then bearing from the former west, distant 10 or 11 
miles, and the Penmarcks east-south-east, distant about nine 
miles. , 

Every efl'ort was used to accelerate the sailing of the Mars ; 
and she evidently gained, as well upon the Jason, as upon the 
enemy, now plainly seen to be a ship of the line. At 7 h. 30m. 
P.II., the Penmarcks bearing south-east half-east distant seven 
or eight miles. the stranger evinced an intention to escape 
through the passage du Raz. Soon afterwards the Mars put 
about on the starboard tack; and at 8 h. 30 m. P ••• , Bec du 
Raz bearing north by east two or three miles, the French 74-gun 
ship Hercule, Captam Louis l'Heritier, finding herself unable to 
work up against a strong current, dropped anchor and furled her 
sails. This was just at the mouth of the passage, and at a 
distance from Brest, the port she was endeavou~ng to re~ch, of 
about seven leagues. The Hercule then~ carned a sprmg out 
abaft, and put herself in the best possible state to give a warm 
reception to the Mars, now fast coming up..· 

At 8 h. 45 m. P. M. the latter, who had by this time run. the 
Jason nearly out of sight, hauled up her courses. At 9 h. 15 m. 
P. M. the Hercule opened her starboard broadside upon the 
Mars, and received an almost immediate return. Finding, how
ever, tbat the strength of the current would not allow him, while 
under way, to take up a proper fighting positioll, Captain Hood 
resolved to anchor. Accordmgly, at 90. 25 m. P.M., the Mars 
ranged ahead of the Hercule, and, having passed on to a short 
distance, let go her anchor. As the Mars dropped astern, the 
anchor on her larboard bow caught the anchor on the starboard 
bow of the Hercule; and, thus entangled. with their sides rubbing 
together, did the two ships engage, until 10 h. 30 m. P. M.; at 
wliich time the Hercule having failed in two attempts to board, 
and being dreadfully shattered in her hull, particularly on the 
starboard side, hailed that she struck. 

So ~lose had the ships fought, that the guns on the lower deck 
of each could not, as usual, be run out, but were obliged to be 
fired within board. With the exception of the jib-boom of the 
Mars, neither shipJost a spar. During the first ten olinuteS"of 
the action, however, while the latter was obstructed in her m\i
nreuvres by the wind and tide, her bowsprit, foremast and fore
yard received several of the Hercule's shot. In other respects, the . 
damage to both ships was confined to the hulls. The Mars had 
her hammocks, boats, and spars shot throul1jh, and three or four 
of her first-deck ~orts unhinged in the colliSIon of the ships: her 
hull also, was hIt in several places •. The Hercule's starboard 
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-side was liddled from end to end. Several of the ports were un
hinged; and, in ROme instances, the spaces between, the ports 
entirely laid open. The contrast between the two sides ot' the 
ship was, indeed, most remarkable: the larboard side, which had 
been very slightly injured, was of a bright yellow; while the 
starboard side, or what remained of it, was burnt as black as 
a Cinder~ The five aftermost starboard lowerdeck· guns of the 
Hercule were. dismounted, and several of the others much da-
maged. .. 

The loss sustained by the Mars, in this long and dose fought 
action, was necessarily severe. Out of a crew of 634 men and 
boys, she had her commander, captain of marines (Joseph 
White) one midshipman (James Blythe), 15 seamen, and four 
private marines killed, three seamen and five private marines 
missing (but in what way neither the official letter, nor the log, 
gives any account), and her third and fifth lieutenants (George 
Argles,badly, but who would not quit the deck, and George 
Arnold Ford), one midshipman (Thomas 8outhey), 36 seamen, 
two sergeants of marines, and one drummer wounded; total, 30 
killed and missing, and 60 wounded. 

No accurate account has been given of the loss on board the· 
French ship; whose crew, as deposed to by her principal surviv
ing officers, consisted of 680, being 20 short of her estabIislled 
number according to the latest regulation, and which would pro
bably have been filled up on her arrival at Brest. Some accounts 
reckoned the killed and wounded of the French ship at 400; 
but the Heroule's officers, who were the best judges, did not 
cooBider the number to exceed 290, an amount greater, as it was, 
than two-fifths of her complement. 

The Mars was a 24-pounder 74; that is, she mounted that 
caliber of gun, 30 in number, upon her second deck, with, as it 
appears, 16 long 9s and two 32-pounder carronades on the quar
terdeck and forecastle, and six 24-~under carronades on the 
poop, total 82 guns. The guns of the Hercule, a~foond on board 
of lier, were 78 -in numbel', precisely_ of the nature established 
upon her class, as particularized at No. 4 in the small table at 
p. 54 of the first volume. 

COMPARATIVE PORCE OF THE COMBATANTS. 

f:JJroadside-guns .... , .... •• .... • .............. 1 ~~: 
CIeW' •••••••••• ~ • ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• No. 
lfize. •••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••.••••••.••• toIlS 

MARS. 
41 

984 
634 

1858 

RERCULE. 
89 

985 
680 

1876· 

.. PriDcipal dimensions of the two ships : 

It. ID. ft. ID: 
Mars, length of gun-deck, 176 0 I extreme breadth, 49 2 
Hercule, " 181- ·8 " 48 6. 
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1. A fairer match one seldom sees on paper. But there w.ere 
800le q ualitying .circumstances, the absence of which, in the .g • 

. mation of those who 'View the affair as a mere struggle for .glory. 
would have rendered the prize a yet more honourable troph,., 
The Hercule had been out of port but 24 hours, and that for 
the first time since she had heen launched; while the Mars, ia 
the words of Earl St.-Vincent, was " an old-commissioned. well
practised ship.". Moreover an English ] 8-pounder frigate w. 
not far off; and even Lord Bridport's fleet could see the flaslls 
ef the guns. Upon the whole, therefore, the action of the Mars 
and Hercule was one that, in the conduct of it throughOllt. 
reflected about an equal share of credit upon both the contend
ing parties. 

Captain Hood was nephew to Lords Bridport and Hood, and 
received a musket-ball in the femoral artery, ahQut 20 minuw 
after the action couunenced; of which wound he died just as it 
terminated. Captain L'Heritier was the !aJDe officer who so ~1-
lantly fought the America in the action with Lord Howe. OIl 
his return to Fl'8.nCe after the loss of the Hercule, Captain L'IU
ritierwas not only acquitted by a court-martial, but received, and. 
IlO one can say he did not merit, a flattering letter from the mi
Dister of marine, Rear-admiral Bruix. 

The Jason, who was about two miles off at the time of the 
Hercule's surrender, arrived on the spot in about 20 minutes 
afterwards, and was then of great service in exchanging the pri
aoners, and getting tbe prize out of the intcicate passage in wllich 
she had anchored. The Hercule had been launched at LorieD.t 
about ten months, and, when fallen in with, was on her way to 
join the Brest fleet. She had on board a complete set of rigging 
for a 74-cgun ship at the latter port; aad which, as we conjec
ture, had been intended for tbe new 74-gun ship Quatorze-JuiJ,. 
let, set on fire and destroyed in the harbour of' Lorient, a few 
weeks previous to the Hercule's departure, by, according to the 
French accounts, an incendiary. Fortunately, only three persODS 
were in the ship at the time, and, it is believed, they escaped. 

The holes in the Hercule's starboard side were so large a.od 
numerous, particularly under the counter and just above the 
water-line that, had the weather been at all boisterous, her arrival 
in a British port would have been very doubtful. With good 
management, however, the Hercule reached Plymouth in safety on 
the morning of the 27th, and was added to the British navy under 
her French name. The cost of simply making good the damages 
which the Hercule had sustained by the shot of the Mars, was 
computed at 12,500/. Lieutenant William Buttemeld, upMl 
whom the command of the Mars devolved after Captain Hood 
had received his mortal wound, wu of course promoted. 

Although, during the greater part of the present year, there 

• Clarke aDd MC Arth,u'JI Life of NeJso~ vol. ii ..... 67 .. 
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were from 13 to IS. sail of the line in Brest water, the French 
commander.in-chief, who was still, we believe, M. Morard-de
Gllles, made no attempt to put to sea. ·The principal cause of 
this inactivity may probably be traced to the existence of a plan 
of no inconsiderable magnitude, which, or the first part of it at 
least, was carrying on in another quarter, and the result whereof 
it was necessary for the Brest fleet to await. Whether the in
vasion of England by France, to be attempted some time in the 
year 1798, was really meditated, or was solely meant to divert 
the' attention of England from the Egyptian campaign, the 
French historians themselves seem unable to decide. At all 
events, the greatest and most expensive preparations were made, 
ostensibly to carry into effeet the first part of the plan. Before, 
Jiowever, we enter into any of the details, we will introduce a 
document tending to show that General Buonaparte endeavoured 
to persuade the directory to convert the -sham into a real jlttack; 
and surely none but a mind like his could have conceived a plan 
so vast and multifarious, and yet with such a unity of purpose, 
u th~ following letter discloses. It bears date on the 13th of 
April, 1798; and we here present such a translation, as we are 
enabled to give of it : 

H In our situation we ought to wage a sure war against Eng
land, and we can do so. Whether in peace or war, we should 
expend from forty to fifty millions (francs) in reorganizing our 
:navy. Our army need not be of greater or of less strength, so 
long as the war obliges England to make immense preparations, 
that will ruin her finances, and destroy the commercial spirit, 
and absolutely change the habits and. mann~rs of her people. 
We should employ the whole summer m gettmg the Brest fleet 
ready for sea, in exercising the sailors in the road, and in com
pleting the ships that are building at Rochefort, Lorient, and 
Brast. With a little acti-vity in these operations, we may hope 
tohave, by the month of September, 35 sail of the line in Brest, 
including the four or five which may then be ready at Lorient 
and Rochefort. ' , . , 

"We shall have by the end of the month, in the different 
ports of the Channel, nearly 200 gun-boats. These must be 
stationed at Chel'bourg, HAvre, Boulogne, Dunkerque, and 
Ostende, and the whole summe!" employed· in inuring the sol
diers to the sea. In continuing to allow to the commission for 
the coasts of the Channel 300,000 francs per decade, 'a period 
of 10 days,' we shall be enabled to build 200 gun-boats of 
!arger dimensions, capa'ble of carrying cavalry. We shall then 
Jiave, in' the month of' September, 400 gun-boats at Boulogne, 
and 35 sail of the line at Brest. The Dutch can· also have 
_dy, in this i!lterval, 12 ~ail of the line in th~ T~xe1. .' 

• We' ~ave 10 the Mediterranean. two d~scnptlons of b~e-of~ 
lattre-ships:- 12rot: French, construction, which, between thIS and 
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the month of September, may be augt!lented by two new ships ; 
and nine of Venetian construction. We may peJ'haps be able, 
when the expedition which the government projects in the 
Mediterranean is over, to send the 14 ships to Brest, and to 
retain in the Mediterranean only the nine Venetian ships; 
which will give us, in the month of October or November, 60 
ships of the line at Brest, and almost an equal number. of 
frigates. 

" We may perhaps then be able to transport 40,000 men to 
any spot of England we wish, by avoiding, however, a naval 
action, if the enemy should be too strong: in the mean while, 
40,000 men tbreaten to put off in the 400 gun-boats, and about 
as many fishing-vessels of Boulogne, and the Dutch fleet and 
10,000 men threaten a descent upon Scotland. The invasion of 
England, put in practice in this manner in the months of 
November and December, would be almost certain. England 
\Vould waste herself by immense efforts, but these would not 
secure her from our invasion. 

"In fact, the expedition to the East will oblige England to 
send six additional ships of the line to India, and perhaps twice 
as many frigates to the entrance of the Red Sea: she would be 
obliged to have from 22 to 25 ships of the line at the entrance 
of tile Mediterranean, 60 before Brest, and 12 before the Texel, 
forming a total of 300 line-of-battle ships, without reckoning 
those she now has in America. and the Indies, and the ten or 

,.,. . twelve 50-gun ships, with 20 frigates, which she would be 
'. obliged to bave ready to oppose the invasion from Boulogne. 

We should always remain masters of the Mediterranean, 8lDce 
we should there have the nine Venetian sbips of the line. 

"There would yet be another way to augment our force in 
this sea: to oblige Spain to cede three ships of the line and 
three frigates to the Li~urian republic. This republic cannot be 
considered otherwise than as a department of France: it p0s
sesses more than 10,000 excellent seamen. It is politic in 
France to encourage the Ligurian republic, and to take care also 
that it has a few ships of the line. If any difficulties arise about 
Spain's ceding to us or to the Ligurian republic three 8hips of 
the line, I should think it would be proper fOJ" us to sell to the 
Ligurian republic three of the nine ships we. took from the 
Venetians; and we should require of them to build three othe~ :. 
it would be a good squadron, manned with excellent sailors, 
which we should thus obtain. With the money received from 
the Ligurians we' ought to build at Toulon tllree good ships 
upon our own models; for ships built after the Venetian pt.n 
require.as many sailors as a good 74; and seamen-there is our 
weak point. As future events may turn. out, it would be ex
tremely advantageous to us that the three republics of Italy, 
which ought to be equal in force to the King o( ~aples agd 
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Gra~,d'D\lke of1'nscany, should hate a stronger nav.y than that 
belongiilg to the King of Naples."· 

We· leave this extraordinary letter without comment or re
_k~ ~xcept just to point out the singular circuQlJltance that the' 
na~ofSpain,the ally of France, and which more than trebled 
tHilt df'Hhltand, should not have been called in aid of Buona-
pbte'B grand scheme. . 

While the Brest fleet is remaining quiet in port, awaiting the 
issae of the Egyptian campaign, we "Will rec9unt some adven
tures between the British cruisers stationed off the French coast 
and the gun-boats that were to be instrumental in effecting_the 
oVeitthrow of England. It will be necessary first to give a brief 
ac:iCbmlt of the origin and composition of a description of force, 
which we may name, in reference to its avowed,. if not its real 
ollject, the invasion-flotilla. . 

[Soon after his triumphant return from Italy, Buonaparte was 
appdinted by the directory the commander-in-chief of an army 
called, in rather a more public manner than would, ~e should 
suppose, have been the case, had there been any thtng but a 
diVe'tsion intended," armlie d' Angleterre." On the subsequent 
d~MtJre of the conqueror of Italy for Toulon, to superintend 
what, ~~ his su~estion probably, was the main plan in agitation, 
~fiel'ili'ltilmatne succeeded him in the command of an army, 
wJ.l61te(J+ett name,' coupled with the extravagant ·tales of its 
atftMttt, '~II't!a.leulated, if not to create alarm, to cause many 
e.~'1»re~ara:tioRs· in the defensive way on the opposite side 
oftlUi«(Jb!OlIl'el~ ," .' J 

:~ ftlrt.l}jpttoD)ed' boats which, during'the latter months of 
the year 11'97, 'were building in most of the French ports along 
t1Jrel Cli\b\nel(flimth~r, were, 'it appe31'S, constructed from a plan 
ofl;'the"'celE!ti~kd Swe9ish ~reliitect, Chapman; brought to 
F..ah&'b\f' ittj. 'm'habftant of' Antw~rp, or Anvers, named Mus
!teiW'1 ~a:~ni tltedireetory. b~sides appointing'him to super
m~nau~ <!9n8&~ctibn" bf tHese boa~ (usually cane~ ~y the 
Ftet1@lPniIM" ~at~aux il'l(i- 'Mtiskem "), made ff capltame de 
vatH!llel:fu~" : rrhf ~sirless 6f providing' the meanS' of transport, 
in'Nudi"~ .tlt'11 flid 'JihdaU otlier descriptions of veSsels, was i~-' 
trUMkciJ:t;O' I a- cmn~isSion of thtee person~: General .And.reoss), 
witAlth'e<true4ijf du't!ctor-general; the engmeer Fotftut; With ~he 
titl~&ree~r t~onnateQr) ; and Rear-admiral la Crosse, WIth 
thtfl!{~::i~tdf-general of the coasts between Cherbourg and' 
Aift~r#~WIA: 'suU) 'of\ eig~t mlllions of francs, drawn fl'om the 
fuWd.~fin(~h~nd's of tile mihister of marine, was placed at the 
diA.li 'df'1;lut abOvenamed cotnmissioners; to be aecounted for 
to lBttlJM~~te, or to whomever else was the commanding officer 
of-lt"e'('ex~dition. To Rear-admiral la Crosse, owing to the 

~ { 1. r, ~ 

.,. As' this letter of General Bu~naparte's is a very important one, we have' 
given a transcript of the original; for which see Appendix, No. 13. 
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great extent of his command, were associated the chefs de 
oivision, or commodores, Genteaume. Decres, Casa-Biaoca, and. 
Dumanoir-le-Pelley. 

In order that the expense, thus incurring in the ports of Nor .. 
mandy, mi~ht nothe entirely lost, or perhaps to fix the attention 
of the British upon the Channel ports, while preparations were 
going on at Toulon, the French government ordered an attack to 
1)e made upon the small islands of Saint-Marcouf; of whieh, in 
July, 1795, Sir Siclney Smith, with the Diamond frigate, had 
taken unobstructed possession, and which were coBSidered to 
give to the English great facility in intercepting the communica
tion between the ports of Havre and Cherbourg. The islands of 
St.-Marcouf are two in number, lying close together; ODe 
named east and the other west, and each not more than 200 
yards in length, by about 120 in breadth, exclusive of two 
large banks, which, at low-water, are seen stretching to a con
siderable extent from the shore. The islands are situated off 
the river Isigny on the coast of Normandy-, and about four miles 
distant from the French shore. After being garrisoned with 
about 500 seamen and marines, including a great proportion of 
invalids, these small islands were placed under the command of 
Lieutenant Charles Papps Price, of the Badger, a craiser-coa
verted Dutch hoy, mounting four, 01" at most six guns.- To be 
prepared for an attempt at recapture, several pieces of cannoo. 
were also mounted, both on the principal or western, and on the 
eastern island; and, as an additional security, some small 
vessels of war were appointed to cruise near the s~. 

Thirty-three fiat-bOttomed boats upon Chapman 8 construction 
having been launched at Havre, a body of troops, under Gene
ral Point, was embarked on board of them, and Captain Mus
kein was ordered, with them and a few gun-brigs, to make a 
combined attaclt upon' the isles of SaUit-Maroouf. On the 
night of the 7th this little expedition set sail from. from Havre; 
but, the next afternoon, when near the entrance of Caen river, 
Captain Muskein found his progress obstructed by two Britisll 
frigates, the Diamond, Cllptain Sir Richard John Strachan, aDd 
the Hydra, Captain Sir Francis Laforey. A~ 4 P.X. the gun
brigs and fiats anchqred in a line close to the shore; and at 5 h • 
.30 m. the Diamond an4 Hyqra, having worked up to them. 
opened their broad~, ~ceiving in return a pretty sharp file 
from the heavy long guas of the flotilla. Before the DiaInoncl 
had dischlUlted above two or three broadsides, she grounded ill 
wearing, and lay fast; still, however, the frigate kept up a fire 
from such of her guns as would bear •. At 8 h. 30 m. the ftotilla. 
ceased firing, not being able, owing to the darkness, to see the 
position of their opponents •.. The.latter did the same; and the 
Hydra, to assist in getting her consort afloat, anchored close to 

• See DOte we, to ADnual Abatract, No. a. 
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JIB. SOOD. aftet- midaight, by the lInited exertions of the two 
abips, the Diamond again got afloat, withoat any material 
damage, either from grounding or from. several shells, which the 
.enemy on shore, tD interrapt their operations, had COIdinued to 
&brow at both frigates, but which, fortunately for the latter, reu. 
.I1ott. The Diamond, however, had prmously received some 
alight injury iD. her sails and rigging from the fire of the gm
boats. At.6 A. K. on the 9th the flotilla weighed, and, standing 
aJong ahoreto the westward, reancbored at 9 A. K., under tae 
itowa of Berme. While the Diamond and Hydra were staadiag 
eft' and on towateh the motions of the enemy, the OO-gun ship 
Adamant, Captain William Hotham, hove ia sight in the offing. 
~n oblerving this, Captain Muskein again got under way, anel 
CIA back ro the eastward, pur8lled by the two frigates; who 
esclumged several broadsides with the flotilla, as well as with 
80Dle batteries on shore. At 3 p. M., the Freu.clt vessels having 
stood into Caen ri.-er, the Diamond. and Hydra ceased. firing 8DI. 
hauled oft' from the shore. 

While Oaptain Muskein lay at anchor in the samll port of 
Sallenelle, repairing the damages dODe to his ft8Iels, ;teveft 
heavy gun-brigs, and about 40 fiat-boats and 1LTDled fislUag 'Yell
.eis, joined him from OherbOUlg, the hea.dooqua.rten of Rear-ad .. 
miral La Crasse. These vessels also brought an additional body 
of Uool»' After a tlu:ee weeka' blockade in Caen river, Captain 
Muskelll found. an opportunity to put to sea with his DOW dAMably .. 
formidable flotilla, aDd was, this time, 60 fortunate as to reaclI. 
unobserved the road of La Hougue, situa.tedahout ~~ 
betweeD. Cape Barfieur, and the isles that were to be att '. 
Here it W88Deceuary to await the CODCUrreDCe of two cireu .. 
ataace8; a stark calm, in order to prevent the British cruisers 
from ap~hing the scene of action, and neap-tide., when the 
cwrents, bang at their minimum of violence, would offer less 
~ition to the progress of the flotilla. 

Owing to the absence of these indispemable contingencies, 
matters remained quiet at the isles of Saint-Mareouf until the 
&bof May, "hen Lieutenant Price recei'fed information tbat an 
attack was meditated.. in the COU1'Be of that night. A boat was 
iutantly despatched to recOIlooitre the enemy, and every prepa
ation made to receive him. By 10 p. If., owing to the prevai_ 
aim, the small naval force on the staiion. consisting of the O(j:. 
P ~~ .Adamant, Captain William Hotbam, 24-guu .!tip 
Eurydice, Captain John Talbot, aDd 18-gan brig-aloop Oreates, 
Captain WiUiam Haggitt, had not beeR able to approach neartS" 
to the islands than Iix miles; coasequently, the defence of the 
post was likely to rest upon the sole exertions of the garrison ; 
pa!eCisely what the a&saiJa.u.ts wmted, iD order to ensure suecess 
to their plan of attack. . 

At midnight the leOODDOitriog boat aigaalled the approach of 
the enemy, and the garrisoo, at the _e time, heard ilae Frendl 
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officers giving orders to the men; but the darkness was so great 
that none of the boats were visible. The attackin~ force con
sisted of 52-gun brigs and flat-bottomed boats, haVIng on board 
.as was reported, about 6000 men (a number, we think, some
what overrated), comJ>Osed chiefly of a detachment from the 
Boulogne marine-battalion. At daybreak on the 7th the flotilla 
was seen drawn up in a line opposite to the south-west front of 
the western redoubt; and instantly was opened, upon the brigs 
and fiats composing it, a fire from 17 pieces of cannon consisting 
of four 4, two 6, and six 24 pounder -long guns, and three 24, 
and two 32 pounder carronades, being all the guns that would 
bear. The brigs remained at a distance of from 300 to 400 
yards, in order to batter the redoubt with their heavy long ~ns 
while the boats, with great resolution rowed up until wIthin 
musket-shot of the battery. But the guns of the latter, loaded 
with round, grape, and canister, soon poured destruction amongst 
these, cutting several of the boats" into chips," and compelling 
all that could keep afloat to seek their safety in flight. Six or 
seven boats were seen to go down, and one small Bat, No. 13, 
was afterwards towed in, bottom upwards. She appeared, by 
some pieces of paper found in her, to have had 144 persons on 
board, including 129 of the second company of the Boulogne 
battalion. 

The lossyustained by the British garrison in this highly cre
ditable aB'air amounted to one private-marine killed, and two 
private-marines and two seamen wounded; a loss much less in 
amount than was to be expected from upwards of 80 bow-guns-, 
many of which were long 36, and none of them, it is believed 
below long 18 pounders. Lieutenant Richard Bourne, of the 
Sandfly gun-vessel, who commanded the fort on the eastem 
island, was unable, at the commencement of the attack, to effect 
much; but when, towards the close of it, several of the French 
boats got within shell-range, two 68-pounder carronades, which 
were part of his guns, must, from tlleir heavy and destructive 
discharges, have been of great service in repelling the assailants~ 
Fortunately, no one of Lieutenant Bourne's party was hurt. 
According to one French account, the invaders lost about 900 
in killed or drowned, and between 300 and 400 wounded. Ac
cording to another, their loss was. very trifling. The three 
British ships got u.p just as the remnant of the flotilla was 
;retreating; but, oWIng to the calm state of the weather, were 
unable to intercept any of the boats in their way back to La 
Hougue. As a reward for their conduct on this occasion, Lieu
tenants Price alld Bourne were each promoted to tbe rank of 
(:ommander. 

Shortly after this unsuccessful debut of the famous flotilla, 
Rear-admiral Bruix, succeeding M. Pleville as minister of marine, 
directed Rear-admiral La Crosse -to take the command,. and to 
make a second attack upon the islands which had been the 
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scene of their defeat. The French government, however, having 
good reason, from experience, to doubt the succeSi of the measure, 
renounced the attempt; and Rear-admiral La Crosse, selecting 
an opportunity, conveyed back the principal part of his flotilla. 
to Cherbourg, between which port, Granville, and Saint-Malo, 
the vessels were divided; while Captain Muskein, with his 
division, was ordered to Havre. 

Intelligence having reached the British f?;ovemment, that a. 
great number of transport-schuyts were fitting at Flushing, or 
Flessingue, preparatory to their being convoyed by the Bruges 
canal to Dunkerque and Ostende, 10 order to be employed in 
the long-threatened invasion of England, a squadron, consist
ing of one 44-gun ship flate (mounting 26 guns), two 28-gun 
frigates, two 20-gun ships, three frigate flates (mounting about 
14 guns each), and 17 sloops, bombs, and gun-vessels, under 
the orders of Captain Home Riggs Popham, in the Expedition 
fltite-44, assembled at Margate, and there received on board a. 
body of troops, commanded by Major-general Eyre Coote. 

On the 14th of May the squadron set sail for the opposite 
coast, but, owing to an unfavourable change in the weather, did 
Dot, until the 19th, at 1 A. M., reach their intended anchorage in 
front of the town of Ostende. Soon afterwards the wind, shif't
in~ to west and blowing hard, raised a heavy surf on the shore. 
Still, as information had d·ust been received, by a captured 
vessel, that the force ¥t stende, Nieuport, and Bruges, was 
very small, it was resolved to land the troops immediately, and 
trust to the weather's moderating for their safe re-embarkation. 
One of the transports, the frigate-flate Minerva, Captain John 
Mackellar, having on board the four light-infantry companies of 
the first regiment of guards, under Lieutenant-colonel Ward, 
had recently parted company. The remainder of the troops, 
with Major-general Coote at their head, consisting of two light
infantry companies of the Coldstream guards, two similar com
panies belonging to the third guards, the 11 th regiment of foot, 
and the flank comP8.Ilies of the 23d and 49th regiments, number-
in&", including a small party of miners, about 1140 officers and 
wn, with six pieces of ordnance, also wooden petards, tools, 
and the necessary quantity of gunpowder for effecting the 
intended explosion, disembarked, and at about 3 A. H., with
out opposition or even discovery, effected their landing at a short 
distance to the eastward of the town. 

At about 4 h. 15 m. A.M. the batteries at Ostende opened 
tMir fire upon the three nearest British veasels, which were the 
brig-sloop Wolverine, Captain Lewis Mortlock, and gun-brigs 
Asp and -niter, Lieutenants Joseph Edmonds and John Denms 
De Vitre; and, for upwards of rour hours, a mutual cannonade 
was maintained. At the end of that time, however, the Wol
verine and Asp had sustained cOBsiderable damage in their ~ulls 
and rigging; with, to the latter the loss of one seaman killed. 
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and her commander wounded, and, to the former, of one seaman 
and one private of the 23d regiment killed, and 10 seamen and 
fiye privates of the same regiment wounded. The bombs Hecla 
and Tartarus, Captains Thomas Hand and James Oughton, had~ 
in the mean time, been throwing their shells into the town and 
basin, with great quickness and some effect; much damage 
having, as alleged, been done to the shipping in the latter, and 
the former having been seen several times on fire. 

Owing to the damaged state of the Wolverine and Asp,. the 
commodore signalled them to weigh and move further oft'; and 
the shi}>':81oop Dart (carlJing twenty-eight 32-pounder carro
Dades), Captain Richard Raggett, and the 18-gun brig-sloops 
Kite and Harpy, Captains Wdliam Brown and HellryBaze}y~ 
forthwith proceeded to occupy the stations which the Wolverine 
and Asp llad quitted ; but, owing to its being low-water, the 
Dart aDd her companions were compeUed to anchor at a greater 
distance from the shore than their commanders wished, or their 
short-gun batteries suited. Consequently, the subsequent can
DOnade between the shore and the shipping was neither animated 
nor eft'ecti.,e •. 

At 9b.. 30 m. A. K. the Minerva came in and anchored; and 
c.ptain MackeUar, by the orders of the commodore, immedi
ately went on shore in his boat to report the ship's arrival to the 
general. In the mean time Lieutenant-colonel Ward, with a 
becoming zeal, had fiDed two flat-bottomed boats with the 
troops, aDd was on his way to disembark them, when, as the 
boats pulled Dear to the 20-gun ship Ariadne, her commander~ 
Captain James Bradley, succeeded in persuading the colonel to 
:return immediately on board the Minerva; and thus the four 
fine companies, commanded by Colonel Ward, to his and their 
~t regret, but subsequent joy, were not allowed to land. 

The troops that had landed appear to have fully succeeded in 
blo~ uJ.> the locks and sluice-gates of the Bruges canal, and 
in de.troyJDg several gun-boats lying in the basin, with the 
trifling loss of one private soldier killed, and one seaman 
wounded. The explosion, as seen from the shipping, took place 
at IOh. 20m. A. M., and by noon the troops were ready to re
embark; but such was the state of the weather, that the mea
aure was wholly impracticable. The British then took. up a 
poaition on tome sand-hills near the beach, and there remained 
under arms but unmolested, during the remainder of that day 
and the whole of the enSuing night. By daybreak on the 20th. 
however, the French had collected in considerable force; and,. 
after a smart action in which the British sustained a loss or 
about 65 in killed and wounded, including. among the fonner~ 
one lieuteDant-colonel, and among the latter, the major-general 
and several distinguished officel'S, the whole, with Captain Mac
bllar and the survivors of his boat's crew, were compelled t~ 
~ on tenDs of capitulation. Thus ended. an expeditioD~ 
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of which both the object and the success appear to have been 
overrated; but of which the final result was, beyond all doubt, 
disastrous to one party, and proportionably triumphant to the 
other. 

A week or two ~fter the occurrence of this unlucky event, an 
~loit ,of a very different character was performed by some 
Bntish cruisel'8 oH' the French coast, and in sight of a part of 
the army destined, as was then supposed, for the invasion of 
England. On the 30th of May, at daybreak, the British 3B-gun 
frigate Hydra, Captain Sir Francis Laforey, bomb-vessel Vesu
vius (eight long 6-pounders, one 10 and one 13 inch mortar, 
with. ffl men and boys), Captain Robert Lewis Fitzgerald, and 
12-gun cutter Trial (eight long 3-polDlders and four 12-pounder 
carronades, with 45 men and boys), Lieutenant Henry Garrett, 
standing in towards the port of Havre, close hauled on the lar
board tack, with the wind at east-north-east, discovered about a 
point upon the weather bow, standing on the contrary tack, 
three sail, which eventually proved to be the French 36-gun 
~te Confiante, Captain (de ·vais.) Etienne Pevrieux,2();{un 
Bhip-corvette V6suve, Lieutenant Jean-Ba}>tiste-Louis Lecolier, 
and an armed cutter or gllll-vessel; all of which, on the pre-
ceding n~ht, had quitted Havre, bound to Cherbourg. . 

On approaching near enough to ascertain the character of the 
Hydra and her companions, the French vessels wore round on 
'the larboard tack, and stood towards the shore# under a }>rass of 
sail, chased by the former: especially by the Hydra, who was 
far ahead and to windward of her two consorts. When close 
in-shore, the Confiante and Vesuve tacked and hoisted their 
eolours; and the latter, being at some distance on the lee beam 
of her consort, fired at the Hydra in passiug. 

Having fired ill return, tlie Hydra quicltly put abont; as, 
shortly afterwards did the French frigate and corvette. At 6 
Ao 111., just as the Hydra, while stretching on upon the starboard 
tack, had arrived abreast of and between die Confiante and 
Vesnve, then on the opposite or in-shore tack, the French frigate 
opened a passing but 1I1effectual fire; and, in a minute or' two 
afterwardS, the corvette from to-leeward also discharged her 
guns at the H ydm. The latter now opened upon the Vesuve so 
well-direeted a' fire, that the latter, crowding all sail, bore up 
before the wind towards the shore. 

At 6 h. 30 m., leaving the Vesuvius and Trial to pursue the 
Vesuve, the Hydra tacked after the Confiante; who thereupon 
bore up, with the apparent intention of reaching the road of 
HfLvre. Bearing u{> 10 pursuit, the Hydra soon commenced 
pouring her broadSIdes iuto the French frigate; and the two 
continued arnnning fight until 7 h. 15 m., about the time of 
. high-water; when the Confiante, then under a press of sail, ran 
QIl shore upon the sand opposite to Beuzeval, a village a little to 
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the· eastward of the mouth of the river Dive, and about three 
leagues to leeward of the port she wished to make. 

In the mean while the Vesuve had run herself on shore near 
to a small battery off the entrance of the river Dive; but, float
ing again at the rising of the tide, the corvette attempted to run 
down to the mouth of the river Orne, 01' Caen. The near ap
proach of the Vesuvius and Trial, however, compelled her agatn 
to run on shore at a short distance only from the spot on which 
she had first grounded. Here the bomb-vessel and cutter com
menced cannonading the Vesuve; in which occupation we will 
leave them, while we attend to the two frigates. 

The moment the Confiante struck the sand, the Hydra laid all 
her sails aback, and kept up, with scarcely any return, an in
cessant fire, within musket-shot distance, until 9 h. 30 m. A. M. ; 
when the falling of the tide obJiged the British frigate, after 
having been near enough to read -tbe name upon the stem of the 
French frigate (whose mizenmasthad just fallen), to haul off into 
deeper water. The Hydra, as she stood to the offing, made the 
signal for her two consorts to leave off firing and do the same. 
Sir Francis, soon afterwards, sent the Trial to reconnoitre the 
French frigate; which at this time bore from the Hydra south 
by east, and the corvette south-south-west, distant five miles. . 

On the Trial's approach, the Confiante, whose crew had hauled 
her further in-shore, fired several shot at her, and a number of 
troops had assembled on the beach and adjoining heights, r~dy 
to protect the grounded frigate from an attack upon her by boats. 
Under these circumstances, Sir Francis thought it best to defer 
any attempt to board and destroy the Confiante, until a more 
favourable opportunity should present itself. In the mean while 
the Hydra continued, during the night, as close to the shore as 
a regard for her safety would permit. 

On the 31st at 10 A. M., finding that a great part of the crew 
hadquitted the Confiante, Sir Francis despatched the boats of 
the Hydra, under the orders of Lieutenants George Acklom and 
William J. Simonds, and Lieutenant Blanch of the marines, 
covered by the Trial, to haul down the colours of and bum the 
French frigate. At about 45m. past noon the boats got along
side of and boarded the Confiante, whom the remainder of her 
crew had now abandoned, leaving her colours flying. These were 
presently hauled down by the British, and at 1 h. 30 m. P. H. 
the French frigate was on fire fore and aft; a service executed in 
the face of a party of cavalry drawn up on the beach, and of a 
small though ineffectual fire of musketry from some infantry on 
the 8lljoiJli~g heights. I1avin~completely destroyed the Confiatlte, 
andascertamed that she earned 36 10nO' guns, 12 and 6 pound-
ers, besides a pair or two of carronades °on her quarterdeck, with 
a crew, according to her role d'equipage, of 300 men, Lieutenant 

. Acklom, with the boats, at about 2 h. 30 m. P. M. returned to the 
Hydra in the offing. 
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This dashing service was performed without injury to a single 
man on board of, or belonging to, anyone of the three BritISh 
vessels; and the only damage which the latter sustained was a 
slight wound by shot in the Hydra's mainmast, and some injury 
to her rigging. "From the number of slain left on board and 
the state of her decks," the Confiante appeared to have sus
tained a severe loss; but, as the wounded were carried off, and 
the killed are not enumerated in either the English or French 
accounts, we are unable to state its amount. 

As soon as, on the ebbing of the tide on the morning of the 
30th. the Vesuvius and Trial had hauled off from the Vesuve, 
the French crew began shoring up the corvette, to prevent her 
falling over: they next got down her yards and topmasts, and 
laid out an anchor in the north-west, ready to heave her afloat 
on the rising of the tide. This was effected while the Hydra's 
boats were boarding the Confiante; and, in the course of the 
afternoon, the Vesuve got safe into the river Dive. Here, at the 
little port of Sallenelle, was lying Captain Muskein's division of 
gun-boats on its return to Havre. 

In order to protect the corvette from a second attack, Captain 
Muskein landed a portion of his guns, and erected battenes at 
Cabourg and other suitable spots at the entrance of the river. 
These batteries were worked by the seamen from the gun-boats, 
assisted by the 200 troops of the Boulogne battalion that had 
embarked in them. This prompt measure saved the Vesuve 
from sharing the fate of the Confiante; and, even when on the 
]st of June the 3S-gun frigate Diamond, Captain Sir Richard. 
John Strachan, joined the little squadron before Havre, the 
British were obliged to retire without effecting any thing further. 
As soon as their departure was ascertained, and the Vesuve had 
rigged herself afresh, the corvette and gun-boats got under way, 
and reached Havre in safety. 

A French writer complains, that Lieutenant Lecolier did very 
little to support his commodore; and it certainly would appear, 
as well that. Captain Pevrieux, when he permitted the Vesuve, 
instead of running on shore, or making ofr as the cutter had just 
done, to follow the Confiante in tacking from the coast, did 
expect to derive some benefit from the co-operation of his con
sort, as that the latter bore up out of gun-shot the instant she 
felt the effects of the Hydra's heavy broadside. Nor, consider
ing the disparity of force between the Hydra and Vcsuve, and 
the apparent neglect of the Confiante, who was to windward, to 
close for his support, could Lieutenant Lecolier be blamed for 
the step he took. . 

As the Vesuvius and Trial had gone in pursuit of the cor
vette, then was the time for Captain Pevneux to have emu
!ated the conduct of many other French officers of his ra~~, a~dJ 
lDstead of running from, to have at least" shown fight WIth, 
the Hydra. 'HavlDg, however, previously declined to en~e 
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a British IS-pounder frigate, when commanding a French frigate 
of the same maindeck force,· Captain Pevneux would hardly 
be the assailant now that the ship he commanded carried DC) 

heavier metal than twelves. . 
The same French writer, who blames Lieutenant Leeolier for 

his early abandomnent of the actioo, would, in all proballility,. 
have beeD less lavish in his encomiums upon Captain Pevrieux for 
his intrepidity in conductin~ it, but ofor two mtstakes, 80 haJ>pily 
coinciding as to double the mterided effect. He calls the Con
Dante l( une corvette," with as much reason as he call. the 
Hydra" un vaisseau rase, portant du 24 en batterie et des caron
&des de 64 sur les gaillards."t Where can this French writer 
produce a corvette with a " capitaiue de vaisseau" and a crew of 
300 men? The Vesuve mounted 20 long S-pounders, and yet 
was commanded, as the writer acknowledges, by a "lieutenant 
de vaisseau." Of the fact, that the Confiante was a frigate,. 
similar in size and force to the N ereide and a great many others,. 
we entertain not the slightest doubt; and, indeed. if our memory 
is not treacherous, we nave seen the Confiante designated as a 
fripte in the columns of the Moniteur. 

Since the failure of their attempt in December, 1796, to make 
a descent upon Ireland, the French had endeavoured, by means 
af spies and emissaries, to gain over the catholics to thelf cause. 
In tbis they at length succeeded, and unhappy Ireland became 
the theatre of open and bloody rebellion. The object of the 
French directory now was, at every risk, to aid the rebels with a 
few disciplined troops, and a great quantity of 8.l'DUI, ammuni
tion, and clothing. This, indeed, the directory had pledged 
themselves to do, but they had let the summer nearly pass away 
before they made any attempt to fulfil their promise. At length 
two expedltions were set on foot, and were to have sailed simul
taneously, one from Brest, the other from Rocbefort. 

Owing to some delay in paying the seamen and troops of the 
Brest expedition, that from Rochefort was the first to sail. It 
consisted of the following ships: 

Gun-fric. 
rd S Commodore Daniel Savary. 

40 CoDCO e ......... ~ Captain ADdre Papin. 
36 S Franchise......... .. J~Louis Guillotin. 

~ Medee ............ "Jeau-Daniel CoudiD. 
28 V~us............. " ADdle Senez. 

On board this squadron were 1150 troops, with four field
pieces, under the command of ,General Humbert, having under 
him the Adjutant-generals Fontaine and Sarrazin. Each shi~ 
carried also a considerable quantity of powder, and the same of 
o arms and accoutrements. 

• See voL i., p. 882. 
t Victoires et Cooquetes, tome viii .. p. 290. 
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On the 6th-of August Commodore Sava~ got under way with 
his squadron from the road of the Isle of AIX, and escaped to sea 
unobserved. On the 21st the squadron made the westemmost 
end of Ireland, imd the general intended to disembark the troops 
at KiJlembach; but contrary winds drove the ships towards the 
bay of Killala. The French squadron made its approach under 
English colours, and on the evening of the 22d cast anchor near 

. Killcumin head, the western point of Killala bay. In the course 
of the evening the troops disembarked, taking on shore with 
them four field-pieces, four loaded ammunition waggons, 30,000 
pounds of powder, and unifol'DlS and equipments complete for 
3000 rebel Irishmen. 

The only British force at the post consisted of a small detach
ment of the Prince of Wales's fencible regiment! and a few yef!
manry, attended by some clergymen of the neIghbourhood. m 
number altogether about 200. These, or the loyal portion of 
them at least, offered what resistance they could, but were at 
length compelled to give way, after having lost a few in killed 
and wounded, and a great many willing and unwilling prisoners. 
An officer and 25 privates of the fencible regiment, lieing the 
whole of the prisoners who preferred captivity to freedom under 
the terms on which alone it was offered, were sent on board the 
French squadron. Commodore Savary soon afterwards weighed 
and set sail from the coast; and these four French frigates were 
fortunate enough to reach in safety the port whence they had 
departed. 

The subsequent operations being wholly of a military nature, 
it may suffice to state, that General Humbert was SOOD joined by 
several bands of United Irishmen, but not in such numbers as 
be'had been led to expect; that he had several skirmishes with 
the loyal part of the inhabitants and the troops sent against him; 
and that finally, on the 8th of September, at Ballinamuck, the 
French general, with 843 of his followers, including officers, 
sun:endeied, at discretion, to a superior British force under 
Lieutenant-general Lake. 

About a week after the surrender of General Humbert and 
his " Armee d'Irlande,". the French privateer-brig Anacreon~ 
from Dunkerque, having on board the Irish rebel Napper
Tandy, and the French General Rey, besides some other officers 
and a detachment of light artillery, together with a quantity of 
arms, ammunition, and clothing, appeared off the Irish coast, 
near a small island wbich lies to the westward of the county of 
Donegal. A communication from the shore soon acquainted 
Gene~ Rey with the fate of General Humbert, and the Ana
«:reon immediately made sail on her return. Going north
about, the French brig fell in with and captured two British 

• VictoUes et Conquetes, tome x., p. 390. 
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letters of marque from the Baltic; with which in her company, 
the Anacreon re-entered Dunkerque. 

The expedition to which we alluded, as being appointed to sail 
from Brest at the same time as that under COmmodore Savary 
from Rochefort, consisted of one ship of the line, eight frigates, 
and an aviso, under the orders of Commodore Bompart, the 
captain of the Embuscade in her action with the Boston at the 
beginning of the war, and now on board the 74-gun ship Hoche.· 
ThiS squadron contained about 3000 troops commanded by Ge
nerals Hardy and Mlmage, a large train of artillery. and some 
battering cannon, with a detachment of men belongmg to these 
two armies, under Colonel Pemetly and Captain Kirgenery, 
also a great quantity of ~ilitary stores o~ every description. The 
Frencli government haVing at length given the order for depar
ture and a favourable wind occurring, Commodore Bompart, on 
the evening of the 16th of September, hoping to escape through 
the passage du Raz before daylight the next morning, pqt to sea 
witll the ' 
Gan-ahlp 

74 Hoche 
GIID-frlc_ 

S Commodore Jean Bapt.-Fr. Bompart. 
1 Captain DesiJi-Marie Maistral. 

~ Immortali~. • • .. 
40 Romaine.. ... 

Loire • •• ... . .. 
Coquille • • • • .. {

Benone • • 

36 Embuscade. • .. 
R&olue ...... 
S~mil1ante • 

8ck. Biche. • • 

Jean-Fran~ois Le!uand. 
Mathieu-Charles Bergevin. 
Adrien-Joseph Segond. 
Louis-Loon Jacob • 
LOOnore Deperonne. 
Nicolas Clement de la Ronciere. 
Jean-Pierre Bargeau. 
Martin-Antoine Lacouture. 
Jean-Marie-Pierre Labastard. 

On the 17th, at daybreak, the bee du Raz bearing east·half
north distant four or five leagues, and the weather nearly calm, 
the British 38-gun frigates Boadicea, Captain Richard Goodwin 
Keats, and Ethalion, Captain George Countess, and 18.gun brig
sloop ~lph, Captain John Chambers White, discovered tlie 
above French squadron about five leagues offin the east-south
east, steering west-north-west. At 8 A. M., a liO'ht breeze spran~ 
up from the north-east; on which the French ships hauled then
wind to south· south-west, and made sail. Now that the French 
squadron had fairly put to sea, Captain Keats made all sail 
to the northward, to communicate the intelligence to Lord 
:Bridport; leaving Captain Countess, with the Ethalion and 
S1lph, to keep cotnvany with the enemy aQd watch his future 
motions. 

On the 18th, at 2 A. M., Captain Countess was joined by the 

11< Late P~e, but newly named after the celebrated general; who had 
died at the head-quartersat Wetzlar on the' 18th of September, 1797, of a 
disease in the chest, and,was buried, with the highest military honours, by the 
side of General Marceau, in the redoubt of Petersberg, near Coblentz. 
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38-gun fri~te Amelia, Captain the Honourable Charles Herbert, 
who the nIght previous had passed unobstructed, if not unob
served, through the French squadron. At daylight the French 
began working towards Isle Groix, as if intending to enter 
Lorient. At 8 A. M., however, they bore up, five of the frigates., 
of which the more advanced ones were the Loire and Immorta
lite, chasing the two British frigates, but without effect. At 
10 h. 30 m A. M., the Hoche and her nine companions hauled to 
the wind on the larboard tack, steering about south-west by south, 
the French commodore wishing to make it appear to his watch
ful and persevering pursuers, that he was bound to the Antilles. 
On the 19th it was nearly a calm all day. On the 20th, at 6 A. M., 
the 44-gun frigate Anson, Captain Philip Charles Durham, 
ioined company. At noon the British were in latitude 46° 27' 
north, longttude. 6° 3' west, and the French nearly hull-down in 
the south-west by south. On the 22d at noon, the British 
frigates again got within ei~ht or nine miles of the French 
squadron, whiCh was at this time steering west-north-west. On 
tb.e 23d, in the afternoon, having now little doubt of M. Bom
part's destination, Captain Countess despatched the Sylph to 
the commander-in-chief on the Irish station. 

On the 25th, in the forenoon, latitude 44° 53' north, longitude 
8° 57' west, a fleet, that proved to be an English convoy of more 
than 100 sail, among which were some East India ships, was 
descried to leeward of the French squadron, then about foul' 
miles off in the west-south-west. Whether deceived by 
the warlike appearance of the Indiamen, or apprehtmsive that 
some of his frigates, which were then rather. scattered, would 
be exposed to an a~tack by the. British frigates in company, or 
whether he was so tied up by hIS orders that he dared not take 
advantage of the chance thus thrown in his way, and which, by 
the by, would have been more beneficial to his country than the 
safe debarkation in Ireland of 3000 Frenchmen, ana even the 
safe return to Brest of the squadron that had carried them out; 
whatever it was that influenced M. Bompart, he suffered the 
convoy to proceed unmolested. On the 26th, in the morning, 
the French ships tacked, and gave chase to the Ethalion and her 
two companions, but left off about noon. The latter imme
diately shortened sail, and again stood to the south-west after 
the French squadron. On the 27th the wind increased, and the 
sea became so rough, that all the ships were under their topsails 
and courses; but the British still maintained their position 
about four miles on the enemy's lee quarter. On the 29th, at 7 
A. M., by which time the weather had moderated, the French 
squadron again went in chase. Three of the French frigates, 
of which the Loire was first, and the Immortalite second, came 
up fast with the three British frigates, and the latter got ready 
to fire their stern chasers; but about 9 A. M. the Hoche . sprang 
her main topmast, and one of the French frigates carried away 
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a topsail yard. On this the c:hasing; shipa shortened tail ; 
as did also the three British frigates. Finding it in vain to h,ope 
to shake oil'tbe latter, who appeared as if they would really follow 
him. to the Antilles, CommOdore Bompart determioed to steer 
for his destination. The French ships accordingly wore OIl the 
larboard tack, with their heads to the north..West, and were 
quickly followed in the manmuvre by Captain Counteu'. squ.
drOll. In the forenoon's chase the AIl80Il had sprung her maia 
topmast; and in the evening the Hoche wu seen to lower hen 
dOwn either to shift or fish it: at daylight on the 30th, howeYer', 
the topmast of the French ship, to the credit of her officers and 
crew, was again in its place. At noon this day the ships were 
in latitude 4",° north, longitude 14° 23' west. On the 1st of 
October the French began steering a more northerly coune, 
and rather increased their distance from the British. On the 
4th, in the evening, the weather continuing thick and com~ 
on to blow very hard from the 8Outh-south-east, the Ethalion 
and her consorts hauled up and soon lost sight of M. Bompart's 
squadron. On the 7th, in the evening, the Amelia parted com
pany. On the 8th, and. a part of the 9th, it was calm; during 
which the Anson rolled away her main topmut Uld misen top-
gallantmast. . 

On the 11th, at da,.~ht, the Ethalion and An9Oll, standing 011 
the larboard tack, with the wind at north-north-west, saw and. 
chased two sail on the lee bow; one of which proved to be the 
Amelia, and the other a ship (either the Robust or Magnanime) 
belonging to the squadron of Commodore Sir John Borlaae 
Warren; who, with the 7~ship Canada, 80-gtIn ship Fon-
dro)'&!!t, Captain Sir Thomas Byaril, 74-gun ship Robust, Cap
tain EdwUd Thomb:1h, ahd 44-gun frigate ~e; 
Captain the Hon. Mi De Courcy, had been despatched 
from Cawn.nd. bay since the 8ftDing of the 23d of September, 
which was about as soon as intelIigeoce amyed of tb.e escape of 
the Freach squadron from Brest. The commodore then. pro
ceeded straight to .Achil head, and on the lOth, the high laodof 
Donegal being ~istant about 12 leagues, was joined by the 36-
gun frigIltes Melampus, Captain Grabam Moore, and Doris, 
Caetain Lord Ranelagh; which frigates had sailed from Loogb
Swilly a few days Ilefore, in consequence of the intelligence 
~ht tA> the north-west caut by tlie Sylph britl detached. by 
Captain Countess. Shortly after the junction of the Melampus 
and Doris, Sir John detached the latter to cruise oil'Tory isllnd. 
and the Rosses, and the former to give the alarm. along the IriaIt 
coast. A gale of wind from the north-west rendering it unsafe 
to approach the land without a pilot, the Melampus kept c0m
pany with the squadron; which was joined the same evening 
by the Amelia. So that, on the followlDg day, the 11th, when, 
at about lOb. 30 m. A.. M., Captain CoUntess joined company, 
Sir John Warren had under his command the Canada, Robust, 
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Foudroyant, Magnanime, Ethalion, AnSOD, Melampus, arul 
Amelia. 

Relieved at length from the plagues that had stuck to him so 
-closely, Commodore Bompart proceeded to flllfil his instruc
tions, which were to land the troops in the harbour of Lough
Swilly. The first intention had been to effect the disembarkatioll 
in the bay of KiUala; and the plan was only changed because 
the delay ID. the departure of the expedition rendered it probable 
that GeDeraI Humbert, for whom of course the reinforcement 
was meant, would be found further to the northward. On the 
lOth, in the evening, the French squadron discovered the loom 
of the land. With the hope now of getting quite clear of the 
.British frigates, M. Bompart bore away in the direction of 
Killala bay, and then, at midnight, hauled sharp up to the 
northward, with the wind, as already mentioned, at north-north
west, blowing strong. On the 11th, at daybreak, the French. 
eommodore, thinking all was safe, bore up for Tory island, bu.t 
soon found cause to regret that he had not kept his wind. a few 
hours longer; for, at noon, the Immortalite, the leading frigate, 
signalled the appearance of the British squadron. The French. 
ships, by sipl, now hauled close to the wind ; but, owing 
greatly to an accident which we shall relate presently, that 
manmuvre proved of no avail. 

At about the same time that the Immortalite'signalled the 
enemy to her commodore, the Amelia did the same to bers, and _ 
pointed out the bearing to be north by west, which was about 
half a point before her weather beam. At this time the Robust 
and Magnanime were on the Amelia's weather quarter, standing 
Gn the same tack as herself; and tbe Canada and the rest of the 
squadron were on the opposite or starboard tack, at a consider
a61e distance on her lee beam. Sir John Warren immediately 
made the signal for a general chase, and for the ships to "fona. 
in succession as they arrived up with the enemy." At about 
2 h. 30 m. P. M. the Canada and ships near her wore on the lar
board· tack, and made all sail to the east-north-east, which was 
as high as tbey could lie. At 6 P. M. the body of the French 
SCJ.uadron bore from the Canada north-east, distant 16 or 12 
mIles. As ni~ht approached, the weather became very hoist&. 
rous, attended with a hollow sea; and at 9 h. 30 m. P. M. the 
Anson carried a.way her mizenmast, main yard, and maintopsail 

J8l:Sod. .. th' 1 of h me hQurs preViOUS, owmg to e VlO ence t e same ~e, 
.a much greater misfortune than this was to Commodore Sir lobn 
Warren, had befallen Commodore Bompan. The Hoche carried. 
away her main topmast, the latter, in its fall, bringing down the 
fore and mizen topgallantmasts, and tearin~ the mainsail nearly 
to pieces. This accident, of course, retarCled considerably the 
progress of the Freach squadron; and ata few minutes before 
8 p. Ko the Resolue signalled that she had sprung a leak. which 
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she could not stop. The Biche was immediately despatched 
with orders to Captain Bargeau to rull his ship on the coast, 
and, by burning blue-lights and sending up rockets, endeavour 
to draw the British squadron after him; while the Hoche and 
the remaining frigates snould bear away to the south-west, the 
commodore intending to land the troops at any practicable point 
of the coast in that airection. This plan of sacrificing one ship 
for the safety of seven, or, taking the value of the Hoche into the 
account, of 10 or 12 ships, was well devised, and might have 
succeeded; but either the Biche never reached the Resolue with 
Commodore' Bompart's orders, or Captain Bargeau now dis
covered that the danger was not so imminent as he had at first 
been induced to believe. At all events, no rockets or blue
lights were observed by the British squadron. 

On the 12th, at daybreak, the French commodore, from 
having, on account of a sudden fall in the wind, run to leeward 
less fast than he expected, found himself and his squadron nearly 
surrounded by the ships of his enemies. We will endeavour to 
show the relative position of the two squadrons soon after 5 h. 
30 m. A. M.; which was about the time that the light permitted 
them to get a glimpse of each other. The French squadron, 
loosely formed in two rather distant lines, with the Hocbe, who 
had bent herself a new mainsail, in the centre of the second line, 
was standing to the south-west, the wind, as before, from the 
north-north-west, but now very moderate. Right astern, at the 
distance of about four miles, were the Robust and Magnanime; 
about a point on the lee quarter, at a somewhat ~eater distance, 
the Amelia; a little further forward in that dIrection, and at 
about the same distance, the Melampus; a little before the lee 
beam, at the distance of seven or eight miles, the Foudroyant; 
and on the lee bow, about a mile nearer, the Canada. The 
Anson, at this time, was not in sight of either squadron. Con
sequently M. Bompart, in his crippled state, the wind being in 
the north-west, found every avenue of esca:pe shut against him 
except in the south-west, the direction in which he was steering. 

Both squadrons now anxiously awaited, but with very differ
ent fee1ings, the signal to engage from the Canada; but Sir 
John, because, as he states in his letter, "it was impossible to 
close," did not make it until 7 A. M. The Robust was then 
directed to lead "and the rest of the ships to form in succession 
in the rear of the van;" a piece of formality that might have 
answered well enough, had three or four of the Hoche's com
panions been line-o(-battle ships like herself. In the mean time, 
Commodore Bompart had formed his squadron in an irregular 
single line ahead, thus: Semillante, Romaine, Bellone, Immor-
talite, Loire, Hoche, Coquille, and Embuscade. At 7h. 10m. 
A. M., by her time, the Robust, in obedience to the sigt!al just 
made by the Canada, edged down towards the rear of the French 
line, followed closely by the Magnanime, and, on arriving 
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within gun-shot, received a fire from the stern-chasers and 
iJuarter-guns of the Embuscade and Coquille. At 7 h. 23 m. 
A. M., tlie Rosses then bearing from the Canada south-south
west distant five leagues, the Robust returned the fire of the 
two French fri~tes, and at 7 h. 45 m., hauling up her mainsail 
and taking in her spanker~ bore down to leeward of them, for 
the purpose of closing with the Hoche. This object Captain 
Thomborough accomplished at 8 h. 50 m., after having engaged' 
the two French frigates in passing, and thus commenced a 
furious action, side by side, between the two 74s. 

In a very few minutes after the Robust had closed with the 
Hoche, the Magnanime, following close upon her leader, opened 
her starboard broadside; and the Embuscade and Coquille, par
ticularly the latter, very soon felt its effects. About this tIme, 
owing to the Robust checking her way to keep alongside of the 
Hoche, the Magnanime put her helm hard a-starboard, to avoid 
rnnning foul of the former, and, ranging past the Robust to 
leeward, became ex~sed with the latter to a raking fire from 
the Loire, Immortahte, and Bellone, which ships had bore up out 
of the line for that purpose. After a few well-directed broadsides 
from the Magnanime and a few distant shots from the Foudroy
ant, the three French frigates ceased their annoyance and made 
sail to the south-west; while the Magnanime, putting her helm 
bard a-port, obtained a raking position ahead of the Hoche., 
About this time, or soon afterwards, the latter was assailed on 
ber stem and larboard quarter by the Amelia; who, as well as 
the Ethalion, had been erevented from getting earlier into action, 
by having to shorten swl in compliance with Sir John Warren's 
signal to form the line. Not minding, or perhaps "not seeing" 
this signal, the Melampus, although far to leeward when the ac
tion commenced, got near enough to fire in passIng, as declared 
by Commodore Bompart himself, a few very destructive shot at 
the Hoche, just as the headmost French frigates were making sail 
to escape. The Canada, too, having, on tacking to the north
east been favoured by a shift of wind to nearly west, was en 
abIed to fire a few distant shot from her bow-guns at the larboard 
quarter of the Hoche, already a mere wreck from the close and 
well-directed fire of the Robust. In this state, with her standing 
and running rigging all cut to pieces, her masts left tottering, her' 
bull riddled WIth shot, five feet water in the hold, 25 of her guns 
dismounted, and a great portion of her crew killed and wounded, 
the Hoche, at 10 h. 50 m. A. M., struck her colours, and was taken 
possession of by the boats of the Robust and Magnanime; the 
nrst lieutenant of which latter ship, Mr. Charles Dashwood, had
the honour of receiving Commodore Bompart's sword. 

At about llh. 30 m. A. M. the Embuscade, after having, in 
addition to the injuries she had sustained by the fire of the Mag
nanime, received a fire from the bow-guns of the Foudroyant~ as 
that ship was working' up, surrendered also; and, dropplDg 
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astern, was taken possession of by the Magnanime. The Coquille 
then made sail after her companions in the west-south-west
quarter; all of whom were immediately pursued by the Foudroy
ant, Ethalion, Amelia, and Melampus, and also by the Canad~ 
as soon as Sir John Warren, with a very different feeling from 
that evinced by Captain Alms at the capture of the Alliance,. 
had sent hil!l first lieutenant to take charge of the Hoclle. The 
Magnanime, on account of the shattered state of her rigging and 
sails, was detained, with'the ~rize-frigate Embuscade, in the reaf; 
and the Robust, whose condItion was even much worse than the 
Magnanime's, remained to attend ilie Hoclle. The Anson was 
away in the south-east, just heaving in sight, and vainly striving~ 
without a mizenmast, to approach the scene of action. 

The Loire, Immortalite, Bellone, and Coquille were now the 
nearest of the seven remaining French frigates; and the principal 
object of all was to cross the bows of the Foudroyant, then 
standing directly across their path. The Loire and Immortalite 
succeeded; but the Bellone, being an indifferent sailer, wu 
obliged to haul up, to endeavour to escape to windward. This 
brought her upon the weather bow of the Foudroyant who opened 
upon her a heavy fire, and received one in retunl, which did some 
damage to her sails and rigging. A shot from the Foudroyant~ 
however, struck the frigate's mizen top and ignited some hand 
grenades which had been placed there for use. These presently: 
set on fire the rig~ing and sails; but, by the prompt exertions of 
Enseigne de Valsseau Fran~ois-Auguste Cotene, and a few 
others of the crew, the flames were extinguished. 

The Bellone, notwithstanding, weathered upon the Foudrqy
ant, and would have got clear of her, but found a British frigate~ 
the Me]ampus, coming up in ber wake. Hoping to shorten the 
chase by bringing down some of the Bellone's spars, the Melam
pus, at about half-past noon, yawed and fired her broadside. A 
repetition of this two or three times, coupled with some slight 
injury done to her sails and rigging by the French frigate's stern
chasers, caused the Melampus to drop astern. About this time~ 
after an hour's chase and a brave resistance, the Coquille hauled 
down her colours, and, by signal from the Canada, was taken 
possession of by the Magnanime. In the mean time the Ethalion 
had overtaken the Melampus in the chase of the Bellone, and was 
ordered by signa] to continue the pursuit of the latter; while the 

. Melampus, a~companied by the Foudroyant, Amelia, and Ca
nada, bore up after the other French frigates, which now appeared 
to be meditating a serious attack upon the crip~led Anson. 

The EthaJion continued in pursuit of the Bellone, under a 
constant fire, dUling an hour and a half, of the stern chase-guns 
of the latter. The chief of the BeUo~e's shot, however, passed 
C)ver the masts of the British frigate. Nor did the latter, to Ca~ 

• See vol. i., p. 292. 
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tain Jacob's regret, yaw to fire. The EthaIion, on the contrary, 
kept a steady course, and thus gradually gained in the chase. At 
about 2 P. M. the Ethalion got abreast of the Bellone, but it was 
to leeward, . and at a greater distance than Captain Countess 
wished. A smart action now ensued; yet, not until she had sus
tained the Ethalion's heavy fire for one hour and 54 minutes, had 
the principal part of her masts, rigging, and sails shot away, with 
five feet water in her hold, did the Bellone haul down the repub
lican ensign. 

The damages of the Ethalion were comparatively slight: she 
bad her main topmast shot through, spritsail yard knocked away, 
sails and rigging much cut, and the boat on her starboard quarter 
shot to pieces; and one of the Bellone's shot had also entered 
between wind and water. The loss sustained by the Ethalion, 
however, was only one seaman killed and four wounded; while 
that on board the Bellone is represented to have been 20 killed 
and 46 wounded: an amount, if correctly stated, partly attribut
able to the crowded state of the Bellone's decks, her crew and 
101dier-passengers amounting, according to the deposition of her 
officers, to 619. It seems probable, that a proportion of the loss 
accrued in the general action; but it is Dot so stated in the ga
zette letter. The French accounts, indeed, represent the loss of 
the Bellone, in killed and badly wounded together, at no more 
than 35. . 

Of Commodore Bompart~s squadron, we have already given 
an account of the capture of one line-of-battle ship and three 
frigates. Of the remaming five frigates, all standing to the west
lOUth-west, the Loire was the headmost by nearly a mile and a 
half. On approaching the Anson, then about seven miles from 
the nearest ship of her squadron, the Loire shortened sail, ih the 
espectatioD that her companions would unite with her in the 
attack upon the former. Finding that, while they ap. parently 
hung back, the Anson kept getting nearer, Captain 8egond, by 
way of a ruse, hoisted the British flag over the French. It ap
pears that Captain Durham, deceived by this appearance, hailed 
the Loire. Finding, however, that she did not shorten sail, the 
AnBon, at about 4 p. M., opened a destmctive fire. Shifting her 
001oor8 to French, the Loire returned the fire, and, hauling up 
athwart the hawse of Irer disabled opponent, effected her escape. 
Three other French frigates followed in close order, and, at about 
4 h. 30 m. P. 111[., exch1mged broadsides with the Anson, in pass
!ng her to leeward. Shortlr afterwards the fifth and last frigate 
bOre down upon the Anson s weather quarter, and, like her com
panions, gave and received a passing fire. The effect of all this 
upon the Anson was tolerably severe: she had her fore and main 
masts, rore yard, fore topmast, and bowsprit shot through in 
several places, besides two seamen killed, and two petty-offieer&, 
eight seamen~ and three marines WooMed. . 

The loss OIl board the other British ships from the ire of thev 
L2 
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opponents in this action was comparatively trifhng. The Canada 
bad one seaman mortally wounded, by, we believe, the recoil of 
a gun when firing at the Hoche and frigates just before the 
French 74 surrendered. The Foudroyant had nine seamen 
wounded by the fire of the Bellone and other frigates passing 
near her. The Robust, in her close conflict with the Hocoe and 
the frigates ahead of her, had ten seamen killed, her first lieute
nant (David Colby), one lieutenant of marines (WilIiam Cottle) 
mortally), and 38 seamen and marines wounded; the Melampus 
one, and tbe Magnanime seven seamen wounded: making, with 
the loss of the Ethalion and Anson already enumerated, a total 
of 13 killed and 75 wounded. On board the French· ships the 
loss was excessively severe. The Hoche, out of the 1237 men 
and boys that, according to the depositions of her officers, were on 
board of her, is represented to have lost, in killed and wounded 
together, 270. The Embuscade, out of a crew, including soldiers, 
of 486 men and boys, lost 15 killed and 26 wounded; and the 
Coquille, out of her 507 sailors and soldiers, 18 killed and 31 
wounded. The loss on board the six remaining French frigates 
cannot with accuracy be stated. The Resolue appears to have 
had five, and the Romaine three men wounded; and the Loire, 
chiefly by the fire of the Anson, five seamen and soldiers killed, 
and 10 seamen and 14 soldiers wounded: making, with the loss 
of the Bellone already stated, the serious total of 462 in killed 
and wounded. ' 

Having done with the action between the two squadrons, be- -
fore we attend to the scattered remains of that of M. Bompart, 
we will briefly advert to the relative force of the parties. On the 
one side were an 80-gun ship, two 74-gun ships, five frigates, 
two of the latter (one with her mizenmast gone) carrying long 24, 
and the remainder, long 18 pounders; and on the other side, one 
74-gun ship, without a main topmast, and eight frigates, two of 
the latter (the Romaine and Immortalite) carrying long 24, one 
of them (the Loire) long 18, and the remainder long 12 pound
ers. The brunt of the action, as has already been shown, was 
borne by the Robust and Magnanime, they liaving been,· at the 
onset, the nearest ships to the enemy. The rest of the affair was 
of too detached and skirmishing a character, to be at all illus
trated by confronting, in our usual mann~r, the aggregate force 
of the rival squadrons. We may here remark, that rather more 
consequence was attached to this action than it really merited, on 
account, chiefly, of some slight mistatements in the accounts given 
of the French squadron. The eight frigates, for instance, were 
all styled le heavy," although five of them mounted 12-pounders, 
a'less caliber than was carried by any of the British frigates; 
an~ t~e Hoch~ was designated as an 84-gun ship, which was 
asslgnmg her eIght guns more than she had ports to fit them to. 

As every publicatIon, in which an account of this action ap
Pears, except one, has relied upon the statement at the foot of 
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Sir, John Warren's letter, that the Hoche was a ship of~' 84 
guns," we deem it necessary to show how many ports she was 
really pierced for on each deck of the ship. On her lower deck, 
the Hoche had 30 ports, but the Fl'encb, acting more wisely than 
the English, had left the two foremost ones vacant: consequently, 
the ship mounted 28 guns, which, as usual, were 36-pounders. 
On the second deck her ports were also 30, and all fitted with 
guns, 1B-pounders. On the quarterdeck the Hoche, leaving, as is 
customary in French line-of-liattle ships, room for two ports of a 
side in the cabin, had ten' ports, in which were as many 8-pounders. 
On the forecastle she had six ports, in four of which (two being 
chase-ports) were four more 8-pounders, making just 74 guns. 
But the Hoche also mounted four brass 36-pounder c,anonades on 
her poop, total 78 guns. Of Sir John Warren's account of the 
force of the Hoche, the French, however, must not complain, until 
they have made some correction in the following account of the 
force of the Ethalion : "Cette fregate, l'une des plus forte de la 
marine anglaise, portait cinquante bouches a feu,savoir: vingt-huit 
canons de 18 (so far right), douze de 12, et dix caronades de 42."· 

There is not an action recorded in these pages, which has given 
us more trouble to comprehend in its details, than the one of 
which we have now nearly disposed. The official letter contains 
no particulars, and the entries m the different ships'logs are con
fused, and, in some instances, contradictory. One fact, however, 
allpears certain, that the action commenced when the Hoche and 
mgates were, as stated in Sir John Warren's letter," on the 
starboard tack." Yet the followin~ appears in the work of a con
temporary: "In which (the admiral's letter), we are told, that 
the enemy bore down and formed a line on the starboard tack, 
&C. ; but this is certainly incorrect. By a sketch from the hand 
of one ofthe best witnesses now living (Nov. 1822), Plate XXIII. 
has been formed; by which it appears that, although the ene
my's squadron was considerably to windward of the flagship, it 
was very little so of the Robust, Magnanime, and Amelia, which 
ships, on the morning of the 12th of October, discovered the 
enemy as given in the figure, on the larboard taclc.. The Robust 
and frigates brought the Hoche and others to action on the lar
board side and to windward of them; 8,nd the action was nearly 
over before the Canada and Foudroyant, from being so far to 
leeward, could. render anf assistance."t In answer to this, there 
is, besides the statement m the official letter, a pair of larse en
gravings, dedicated to the Duke of Clarence, and pUf})orting to 
be taken from drawings by a marine oiicer present in the battle, 
in which the French ships are placed on the starboard tack; bQt 
in which (proh pudor!) the officer's own ship, the Canada, is 
brought where she never was able to get, into the thick of the 
:fire. Another officer who participated in the action, in answer 

• Victoires et Conqulltes. tome x., p. 411. 
t Ekins's Naval Battles, p. 251. 
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to ourinquir:ea on the subject, haaexpressly stated, that the lhipee 
were on the starboard tack. But what will Admiral Ekios's 
"best witnesses now living," say to the fonowing extracts from 
a respectable French account of the action 'I " Le vent etait au. 
N.-O., et l'a. division fran~aise le recevait a. tribord. L'eacadre 
ennemie, ,en se plac;ant 80US le vent, coupait la terre aux bati
mens franc;ais,» &.c. "Bientot le Robust, le Magnanime, et 
l'Amelia l'engagerent, le premier vaisseau aY80t pris poste pal' 
IOn travers a babord, et le Magnanime le canonnant en hanebe 
et en poupe.". 

On talung the Hoche in tow, as she had been ordered by the 
Canada, the Robust steered for Lough-Swilly. On the 13th, at. 
11 A. M. the latter ship's fore topmast, owing to the injuries it 
had received' in the action, fell over the side. At 1 h. 30 m. P. IL, 
a squall carried away the wounded fore and mainmasta of the 
prize; and at 9 p. M., the tow-rope breaking, the Hoche went 
adrift. A stormy night ensued, and the latter was with difficulty 
kept afloat. In this emergency all national prejudices were laid. 
aside, and the French united their exertions with the English ill 
pumping, and performing the other duties of the ship; and, con
sidering how numerous the former were to the latter, there can-. 

. not be a doubt that the French crew and soldiers were principally· 
instrumental in laving the prize. To us it certainly appears un
accountable, that one crippled ship should have been SeDt to 
conduct home another; and that too, at so stormy a season of 
the year. On the 15th the Doris frigate fortunately joined the 
Robust, and took the Hoche in tow. We will now leave the 
three ships directing their course for Lough-Swilly, while weaee 
what is become of the other ships of the two squadrons. 

The Magnanime and Amelia were staying by the Coquille. 
and Embuscade, and the Ethalion by the Bellone. The AnIOn, 
especially since her action with the retreating frigates. had 
enough to do to take care of herself. The Canada, Foudroyant. 
and Melampus, meanwhile, were chasing the five frigates making 
off to leeward. At 9 1'.l\l. the Canada got sight of one of the 
frigates. the Romaine. standing into Donegal bay, and at 10 b. 
30 m. P. M. was only one mile to the northward of her. SOOI1: 
after this the breeze fell, and the Canada lost ground in the 
chase. At 11 P.1\4., getting very near to the land, the British 
74 shortened sail and hauled to the wind. About this time the. 
Melampus saw two other of the French frigates, the Immorta.-
lite and Resolue, bear up towards the land, and got a glimpse 
also of the Loire and Semillante, hauling their wind to the 
westward. ' 

On the 13th, at daybreak, the wind then at about west-sollth
west, the Canada and FoudroYaDt were close together, the 
Melampns to leeward, the Anson about nine miJea .off in the, 
north-north-east, and the Loire and Semillante (the former 
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aomewhat disabled). nearly hull~own to the westward. Having 
made the signal that she had intelligence to communicate, the 
1delampus was ordered within hail of the Canada. At 8 h. 
30 m. A.M. the two ships having approached each other, Captain 
Moore acquainted Sir John Warren with the coursa steered by 
two of the French frigates: wbereupon the Melampus was 
directed to proceed to Donegal bay, in search of the frigate 
which the Canada had herself seen standing in towards that 
part of the land. . . 
. The Melampus, accordingly, made all sail to the south-east; 

but, the wind coming off the land, and blowing fresh, it was not 
~til 11 h. 30 m. P. M., that she got well in with St.-John'. 
point. At this moment, while the Melampus, 011 account of 
the gale then beginning to blow, was shortening sail, two large 
ahips made their appearance at no great distance from her, one 
m the weather bow, the other on the weather quarter. These 
were neither of them the Romaine of which she had been sent 
in chase, but the Immortalite and Resolue, running before the 
wind out of St.-John's bay, where they had been lying at an 
anchor under English colours. By the time the Melampus had 
made sail in chase, the tW0 French frigates had passed to lee
ward of her, and, owing to the excessive darkness of the night, 
bad at that moment los~ sight of each other. The nearest fri
gate to the Melampus was the Resolue; and. it would Dot be 
doing justice to Captain Bargeau. his officers, and crew, were 
we to omit to mention some facts that have recently come to 
i>ur knowledge. The Resolue was one of the old class of 
French 36-gun frigates, fitted with hanging ports to her main 
d.eck; and at the commencement of the gale, her 12-poundera 
were run in and double breeched, and the ports shut and barre~ 
to meet the coming storm. That done, the frigate weighed, as 
already stated, in company with her consort. . 

In this comparatively defenceless state was the Resolue, when 
ahe descried the Melampus coming up astern. The French 
officer of the watch told Captain Bargeau. that the Immortalite 
wanted to speak him. The Resolue accordingly shortened sail, 
and, at about 1 A. K. on the 14th, was hailed by the Melampu8, 
then running at the rate of about ten knots an hour, and ordered 
to bring to. As, instead of that, the Reilolue, who had now dis.
.covered her mistake, attempted to. haul athwalt the hawse of the 
Melampus, the latter opened her fire; and, at the same moment, 
the British officers and crew heard the drum on board the 
French frigate beat to quarters. To the last two or three broad. 
sides of five that were discharged into her, the Resolue returned. 
a feeble fire from her quarterdeck guns, and then surrendered. 
. That the guns of the Melampus, during the nine or ten 
minutes they had been at work, had heen most ably handled, is 
clear from the following account of her opponent's damage and 
loss: The Resolue had her main yard shot away, and her~in 
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topmast and mizenmast shot through, and was so badly struck 
in the hull, that she made four feet water an hour, until the Me
lampus, ten days afterwards got her into the Clyde. This leak, 
however, appears, from what has elsewhere been stated, to have
existed before. Her loss, out of a crew, including troops, of 
500 men and boys, amounted to ten men killed and several 
wounded. Having had scarcely a rope cut and not a man hurt. 
as soon as Captam Moore had sent Lieutenant John Price and 
21 seamen on ooard the prize, and had removed a portion of the 
numerous French prisoners, the Melampus was ready for the 
Resolue's consort, liad Captain Leirand been disposed, or rather, 
from the distance and position of the Immortalite, been enabled, 
to try his luck in the chances of war. However, as the latter, 
being a new frigate, possessed none of the inconveniences of the 
old manner of construction, and was, moreover, of double the 
Resolue's force, it was better perhaps for the Melampus, excel ... 
lently manned and appointed as . she was, that the Immortalite 
did not molest her. 

Deceived by the English accounts, deceived by the French 
accounts, we formerly joined in censuring both Captain Bargeau 
and, Captain Legrand; the one for not having defended his ship, 
the other for not having made an effort to save his consort from 
capture. Had Captain Moore's letter' been, as a contemporary 
calls it, "a clear and compact narrative,". we should have had 
no excuse to offer for having spoken so slightingly of two brave 
officers. We have not obtained our information from either oC 
the French captains, or from any of their countrymen, but from 
a British eyewitness of the transaction, an officer of the Melam
pus herself. Indeed we have generally found the officers of the 
:British navy more ready to do justice to their enemies, than. 
those gentlemen on shore who undertake to blazon their exploits ; 
and yet all the mistatements and boastings of the latter, by the 
opposite nation at least (and there it is where the princi~ mis
chief lies), are usually laid to the charge of the former. A French 
writer, who, for lack of information, omits to tell his readers why 
the R~solue made no defence, or why the Immortalite was un
able to render her any assistance, hopes to gratify them bJ the 

. sneering remark, that the Melampus closed with the Resolue 
becauije she was the weaker ship, "s 'attacha a la premiere, 
COmme la plus Caible."· We have no doubt that both Captains 
:Bargeau and Legrand, if questioned, would have· expressed it as 
their opinion, that Captain Moore, had he been permitted a 
choice, would not have hesitated an instant in selecting for his 
opponent the Immortalite. 

Of Commodore Bompart's eight frigates, we have already 
disposed of four, the Embuscade, Coquille, Bellone, .and Re... 

• Brenton, vol ii., p. -366. 
t Victoires et Conquete&, tome x., p. ,Us. 
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solue. A fifth. the Loire, had her career first partially, then 
conclusively, interrupted by the keen vigilance of British 
cruisers. On the 15th of October, at 8 A. M., the British 3S-gun 
frigate Revolutionnaire, Captain Thomas Twysden, and 12-
pounder 32-gun frigate Mermaid, Captain James Newman 
Newman (senior officer), accompanied by the IS-gun brig-sloop 
Kangaroo, Captain Edward Brace, being near Black-Sod bay on 
the north-west coaat of Ireland, discovered two large sail bearing 
north. The latter were soon made out to be enemy's frigates, 
and the British frigates proceeded in chase. At its commence
ment the two strangers, which were, as may be conjectured, the 
Loire and Semillante, kept their wind, but, shortly afterwards, 
edged away gradually; so that, by evening, both the pursued 
and the· pursuers were going right before the wind, with all sail 
set. The two French frigates then signalled and apparently 
spoke each other, and immediately afterwards steered se~rate 
courses. The Revolutionnaire now chased one; and the Mer
maid, followed by the Kangaroo, far astem, the. other. At 7 
p. M., owing to the thick and squally weather, the two British 
frigates' lost. sight of each other, and soon afterwards of their 
respective chases. Captain Twysden saw his· game no more. 
Captain Newman, as we shall presently see, was more fortunate. 
The Mermaid, on her eneiny disappearing, hauled to the wind, 
on the larboard tack (the wind north by east), and was soon 
rejoined by the Kangaroo • 

. On the following moming, the 16th, at daylight, the French 
frigate was again seen and pursued by the Mermaid and Kan
garoo. At 3 P.ll. the Kangaroo, whose force was sixteen 32-
pounder carronades and two long sixes, came up with and en
gaged the Loire, for such she was, in a most gallant manner; 
until, indeed, the bIig had her fore topmast shot away, and 
foremast wounded, by the frigate's stem-chasers.The Kangaroo 
was then compelled to drop astem. 

The Mermaid continued the pursuit, and kept the enemy in 
view during the night. At daybreak on the 17th the Loire, 
observing the Mermaid to be alone, evinced, by shortening sail, 
an inclination to engage; nor was the latter disposed to balk -
captain Segond's wishes. Accordingly, atabout 6 h. 45 m. A.. M., 
both ships steering north-east, which was nearly before the wind, 
the action commenced, and soon became very animated on both 
sides. An early attempt, on the part of the Loire, to board the, 
Mermaid, was frustrated by Lieutenant Michael Halliday'8 
judicious management of the latter's helm. Shortly afterwards 
the Mermaid, who had stationed herself on the Loire's starboard 
})ow, taking advantage of a sudden shift of wind from west
south-west to south-south-west, was enabled to gall the latter 
~nsiderably, without receiving much damage. 
. In a little while, from repeatedly bearing awa,y: and lufting up, 
the ?4ermaid closed with her opponent to Within pistol-~hot ; 
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when, the fall of the Loire's fore topmast and cross-jack yard 
gave proofs of the Mermaid's deliberate and weU-directed fire. 
The fire from the great guns of the ;LOire had now evidently 
1!Ilackened, but that from her musketry, conspicuous at every 
put of the ship, was unremittingly kept up. At 9 h. 15 m. A..1II. 
the Loire's mamtopsail yard came down, and Captain Newmao. 
gave instant orders to run athwart her hawse and rake her. J W5t 
as she was about to execute this manaluvre, the Mermaid lost 
her mizenmast by the board, its wreck totally disabling the 
cabin and quarterdeck guns. Scarcely was the wreck. of the 
mizenmast cleared, and the stern blown out, in order, now that 
the ship had unavoidably fallen off, to fire the stern-chaseIS, 
when the main topmast came down. By this time the Mermaid's 
stays, backstays, shrouds, tacks, sheets, halyards, &ails, span, 
and boats were all cut to pieces or shot away; and, from the 
number of dangerous shot received in the hull, the ship made a 
deal of water. Tbe main yard hung only by a part of the chain 
with which it was slung, the mainmast had received nine shots 
in its head, and both that and tbe foremast appeared likely every 
instant to fall. Two of tbe guns, likewise, were completely dis
abled. In tbis crippled condition, tbe Mermaid could do no 
otherwise tban discontinue the action. The Loire, apparently 
not much less disabled than the Mermaid, nor seemingly more 
inclined to renew the engagement, put before the wind, and was 
soon out of sight. . 

Although her established compliment was 212, the Mermaid 
had on board, when this long and spirited action commenced, 
only 208 men and boys. Of these she lost, exclusive of the 
carpenter, who, while busy in stopping a shot-hole outside, was 
swept away by the wreck of the main topmast and drowned, 
three killed, and thirteen wounded, three of the latter dan. 
gerousl y. The loss sustained by the Loire, out of a coml,>lement, 
including soldiers, of 624 men, is of course left to COllJecture ; 
but, from the excellent position maintained so long by the 
Mermaid, the crowded state of the Loire's decks, and her finally 
abandoning the field to an adversary of little more than half her 
size and strength (the Mermaid's guns were 32 twelves and 
sixes and eight 24-pounder carronades, tbe Loire's the same as 
No. 5 in the table at p. 54 of vol. i., with two additional 36. 
pounder carronades), the amount of both killed and wounded 
must have been considerable. Indeed it was represented tbat, 
towards the close ofthe action, the Loire's people were seen from. 
the Mermaid to throw the killed overboard in great numbers. 

Those who are of opinion that, in a statement of comparative 
force, the French troops ought to be included, can add them. 
their Dumber having already been stated; but, when the equi~ 
vocal aid to be delwed from their musketry (see what slight 
effect it produced on the Mermaid's crew), is contrasted with the 
certain dis~vantage accruing from the room. which they. awl 
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their baggage occupy, it is considered the fairer mode to confine 
the estimate to that number of men, the regular complement, 
which was originally fixed for and put on board the ship, aa 
well to manage her sails, as to fight her guns, great and small. 
It is a fact. too, worth noticing, that the increased slaughter, 
which invariably attends increased numbers stowed in a small 
~ompass, has often a very discouraging effect upon the survivors 
of the crew. The panic may linger a while among the land men 
and passengers, but its proverbially infectious nature will soon 
lSet it spreading. Where ships get foul, and boarding attempts
are made, then it is that increased numbers carry their weight; 
and a case of that sort may merit to be an exception. With, 
this remark, we present the following as the 

COMPARATIVE FORCE 01' THE COMBATANTS. 

Broadside-guns ........................... : ........... {f::: 
Crew •..•..•....••.•...•.•...•.•...•.••......•...•..••..... No. 
Size ...••.•••.•.•.....•..••....................•.•. : ...•.. tons 

MERMAID. 

20 
252 
208 
693 

LOIBE. 

28 
442 
330 

lloo 

This would, indeed, have been a victory for the little Mermaid; 
but her inferiority of 'force, not a want of courage in her crew 
(of that they had given proofs in a previous contest with a French 
frigate of the Loire's class·), forbad such a consummation. It 
was not merely for her gallantry in attacking such an antagonist 
as the Loire, that the Mermaid deserved credit, but for the skil
fulness of her crew in pointing their guns. For,' although the 
French work to which we are referring, contains no enumeration 
of the French frigate's loss of men, the following account of her 
damages will show' to what a state the shot of the Mermaid, 
described, in part palliation, as "une fregate de sa force," had 
reduced the Loire. -

'~Ce beau combat etait le quatrieme que la Loire avait eu a 
soutenir depuis cinq jours, et 9uoiqu'elle rut sortie avec gloire 
de toutes ces affaires, elle etait reduite a l'etat le plus deplorable. 
Elle ne possMait plus que ses deux basses voiles en lambeaux, 
et il etaJt impossible d'en etablir d'autres. Iln'y avait plus abord 
ni bois, ni cordages, pour essayer d'installer des mfits superieurs ; 
les bas mats eux-memes, cribles de boulets, mena9ient de tom
ber. Tout ce que le capitaine put faire pour reparer sa fregate, 
fut de boucher le mieux possible les trous des boulets re9us a la 
fiottaison, de jumeller ses bas mats, et de bosser les raliugues 
des basses voiles, qui etaient coupees en plusieurs endroits. Dans 
cette triste situatIon, c'eut ete un miracle que la Loire put at-
teindre UB port de France."t . 

We were at first a little puzzled to make out the four com
bats, which the Loire had so "gloriously" sustained. They-

• See voL i., p. 340. t Victoires et Conqu~tes, tome x., p. 420. 
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were, however, as follows: that fought in line with the Hoche, 
that between the Loire and four other frigates with the disa
bled Anson, that between the Loire and Kangaroo (we suppose 
this must be meant), and that with the Mermaid alone. That 
the heavy fire, which the Loire opened upon the latter, did nQt 
sink her appears, by the following remark, to have surprised the 
French themselves. "L'avantage n'ctait pas pour les canon
niers de la Loire, qui, faute d'adresse, ou, ce qui est plus 
croyable, par trop de precipitation, n'ajustaient pas allssi bien 
leurs coups CJ.ue les Anglais."· Yet, why the Loire, with her 
decided supenority of force and the subsequent fall of her oppo
nent's mizenmast, did not push the contest to an issue, is no
where explained; not even in an account which, by its minute
ness in other respects, as clearly proves that it was drawn up 
on board the LOire, as that, from among the troops in his ship, 
or from somewhere else, "l'excellent manreuvrier le capitaine 
Segond" had provided himself with a still more excellent 
trumpeter. 

Scarcely had the Mermqid's crew time to knot the remaining 
shrouds, and get their ship a little into order, before there came 
on a violent gale of wind. The men had just furled the fore 
topsa,il, when the remains of the mainsail blew away; and, in 
the act of hauling up the foresail, the foremast, fore topmast, 
fore yard, and foretopsail yard, all fell in-board on the forecastle. 
Constant fatigue was now endured by the crew, in refitting, 
pumping, and clearing the wreck; and the ship, under a bare 
pole, the main mast, scudded before the wind in a dreadful sea, 
rendered ten times more alarming by the open state of the 
cabin, from the cause already explained. At ]en~th, on the 
19th, the Mel"Ulaid was fortunate enough to get 1Oto Lough
Swilly. Fortunate, indeed, it was, as the bread had all been 
de~troyed. by a sho~-hole leak in the bread-room, and the 
shIp, hav10g been eight weeks at sea, had only 12 tuns of 
water left. , 

The Loire had only escaped from one antagonist to fall into 
the hands of another. At daylight on the 18th. the very day 
succeeding that on which she had been so roughly handled by 
the Mermaid, the Loire unexpectedly found herself to leeward 
of a ship of more than double the size of her former antagonist. 
The Loire, at this time, lay without her fore and main topmasts; 
the one having been shot away by the Mermaid, and the other, 
as Captain Newman had conceived would be the case, having 
fallen over the top in the course of the ensuing night. The 
shie to windward, which was the 44-gun frigate Anson, Captain 
Phdip Charles Durham, had lost her mizenmast, main rard, and 
main cross-trees; and, in her previous action with the oire and 
her four companions, had had her bowsprit and fore yard shot 

• Victoires et Conquetes, tome x., p. '418. 
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tl,rough in several places. The Anson had also received con.;;' 
siderable injury in her fore and main masts. Thus were the two 
ships about equally balanced in point of disabilities: if there 
was a difference in this respect, it was in favour of the Anson; 
but there was a third party present, who, although apparently 
very insignificant, was not to be overlooked or despised. On 
the preceding night the Anson'had fallen in with the -x.angaroo, 
and Captain Durham, thinking the latter's services might be 
useful in the AnSon's disabled state, ordered Captain Brace to 
keep company. The Kangaroo, since her disaster of the morn
ing of the 16th, had, with creditable alacrity, refitted herself 
with a new fore topmast; and at 8 h. 30 m. A. M. on this day,' 
which was as soon as the strange sail was discovered by her, 
then f~r to windward of the Anson, got up her topgallantmasts, 
and made sail in chase. 

The Anson, from her leeward position, in reference to the 
Kangaroo, was of couJ'se fil"st up with the Loire; and at about 
10 h. 30 m. A. M. the cannonading commenced between the two 
ships. At 11 h. 45 m. _A. M. while the Loire and Anson lay 
mutually disabled, the latter with her head in a line with the 
former's stem, the Kangaroo bore down, and received a shot 
from, the Loire, accompanied by several volleys of musketry. 
To this the brig immediately replied by a broadside. Shortly 
afterwards the Loire's mizenmast came down, and with it her 
colours. These the French ship, having six feet water in the 
hold, and being reduced to an utterly d,efenceless state by the 
Mermaid and Anson's shot, did not attempt to rehoist. As 
soon, therefore, as she was hailed for that purpose, the Loire 
surrendered, and was taken possession of by a boat from the 
Kangaroo. 

Out of her complement of 327 men and boys, ~he Anson had 
one quartermaster and Qne seaman killed, her first lieutenant of 
marines (William AbeIJ), two midshipmen (William Robilliard 
and Francis R. Payter), eight seamen, and two marines wounded; 
total, two killed and 13 wounded. The Kangaroo, whose com
plement was 120 men and boys, escaped without any loss. The 
Loire's loss, according to the French account, amounted to 46 
men killed and 71 wounded. Her total number of sailors and 
soldiers, at the commencement of the action, is stated in Captain' 
Durham's letter at 664; but her officers, when examined in the 
prize-court, deposed to 624. A great part of the difference is' 
probably to be accounted for by the' Loire's loss in her two' 
previous actions. If so, as only five men are admitted to 
have been killed on board the Loire in her first action, a 
great many more must have been killed in her action with the. 
Mermaid. 

The Anson and Loire, in point of relative force. had they 
each met in a perfect state, would have been similarly matched 
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to the Indefatigable and Virginie.. Whatever chance of IUC
cess, therefore, the Loire may have had with the Mermaid, she 
had very little with the Anson, and none whatever with the 
Anson and Kangaroo united. The undoubted bravery, which 
Captain Segond, his officers, and crew displayed in this contest 
affords a tolerable proof, that the Loire would ~not have quitted 
her former antagonist, had not her injuries by the Mermaid's 
shot been of the most serious kind. 

The Loire had on board a brass field-piece, with the necessary 
apparatus and stores, clothing complete for 3000 men, 1020 
muskets, 200 sabres, 350 pouches, and 25 cases'ofmusket-ball 
cartridges, evidently to serve for equipping the recruits expected 
among the Irish malecontents. Lea ving the prise in tow of the 
Kan~aroo, and attended by the Anson, we shall proceed to show 
whiCh was the next of Commodore Bompart's fngates, that wu 
succeasfully intercepted on her return to a French port. 

On the 20th of October, at 8 A. M., in latitude 48° 23' north~ 
and longitude 7° west, the British 38-gun frigate Fisgnrd, Cap
tain Thomas Byam Martin, while standing on the larboard tack 
with the wind at west-south-west, saw a strange sail due west~ 
on the opJlOsite tack, steering free. At 8 h. 45 m. A. M. the 
Fisgard tacked in chase, and gained on the stranger; who was 
no other than the Immortalite, pursuing her course to Bres~ 
and which port, but for this to her unlucky encounter, she would 

. very soon have reached. At 11 A. M. the Immortalite hoisted 
French colours, and commenced firing her stem-chasers. At 
11 h. 30 m. A. M. the Fisgard hoisted English colours, and 
opened a fire in return with her bow-guns, still, with a fine 
moderate breeze on the quarter, coming up with the object of 
her pursuit. . 

At half-past noon the Fisgard got close alongside her oppo
nent, and a spirited action commenced. So effectual, however, 
was the Immortalite's fire, that, in 25 minutes, the Fisgard was 
rendered quite ungovernable, having her bowlines, braces, top
sail-~es, back-stays, and .the whole of her runnin~ rigging, cut 
to pIeces. The Fisgard, 10 consequence, dropped' astern; and 
the Immortalite, profiting by the occasion, crowded sail to 
escape. At 1 h. 30 m. P. M., by the active exertions of her crew~ 
the Fisgard was again alongside her opponent; and a cannonade 
now commenced, more furious than the first. At the end of 
half an hour the Fisgard had received some shots 80 low in the 
hull,. as to have six feet water in the hold. Still her resolute 
crew persevered; and at 3 P: K., after nearly an hour and a half's 
close engagement, the Immortalite, then nearly in a sinking 
state from the Fisgard's shot, and haviu~ her mizenmast gone 
close to the deck, and her fore and malO masts, and all her 
other spars, as well as rigging and sails, much cut; and having~ 

• See vol i., p. 825. 
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'besides, lost her captain and first lieutenant, hauled down her 
colours. 

The Fisgard had her masts, rigging, and sails a good deal in
jured, and was struck so low in the hull by some of the 
Immortalite's 24-pound shot, as to oblige her to keep one pump 
constantly going. Her 108s oot of a crew of 281 men and boys:J 
and ·who, the more to their credit, were quite a young ship's 
company, amounted to 10 seamen killed, one lieutenant of 
marines (Mark A. Gerrard), 23 seamen and two marines wounded. 
The Immortalite, out of a crew, including soldier-passengers, of 
580 (in which number both Captain Martin and the French 
officers agree), lost, including her brave commander and first 
lieutenant, also a general of die army (Monge), and seven other 
naval and military officers, 64 officers, leamen, and soldier .. 
kil1ed, and 61 wounded. 

The Fisgard mounted 46 guns, the &aIDe as those of the 
Revolutionnaire, described at vol. i., p. 322. The Immortalite:J 
u a French frigate, was of a class by herself. It is probable 
that she was mtended, while building, to carry 26 long 18-
pounders; but the Immortalite was afterwards constructed with 
ene . port less of a side, and fitted with 24 long French 24-
pounders, making, with 14 long 8-ponnden and four brass 
36-pounder carronades on her quarterdeck and forecastle, a 
total of 42 guns. In comparing the force of these ships, we 
shall, for the reason given at a former page, not reckon the 
troops that were on board the French frigate. 

COJlPABATlVB FORCE OF THB OOIlBATANTB. 

Broadside-guDS ............ f ::: 
Crew........................... No. 
Size ...•...........•.......••.• tons. 

Fl8G-:n' I 
425 
284 

Il82 

DlIIO.T Al.1'! •• 
21 

450 
330 

1010 

Here ·we come again, after a long interval, to a well
matched pair of combatants; an action ably contested on both 
sides, doing credit to the vanquished as well as to the victor. Ne> 
obtrusive vessel became a spectator of, much less a participator 
in, the long and arduous struggle. Considering the numeroU& 
cruisers,British in particular, that are usually roaming about 
the cbops of the Channel, a fair single combat, from first to last, 
i. rare, and therefore dese"es to be prized. . , 
• This is the proper place to notice a Jl8RgI'Ilph that appeared in. 
the Moniteur of the 27th of November, 1798: "Lorsque le 
~pitaine ~d a abandon~e la !r~~ aDglai~ ap~ l'av?ir 
mISe hors d'&t de le p,ourSurne, i1 ~ait chuse par trOlS V818-

BeaUX, tons i. sa. ne.' There is always a ready way of con
futing assertions like these. Had any British ship of warp 
much less "three .hips of the line," hoye in .igbtduring the 
chase or at the capture of the Inunortalite, she would have been 
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entitled to a sbare of the prize-money; whereas it stands record-· 
ed, that no other ship than the Fisgard received, or claimed to 
recei ve, a doit of it. Moreover, as placing the matter beyond all 
doubt, the French officers, in the customary certificate to enable 
the captors to get their head-money, made not the slightest. 
allusion to any other ship than the Fisgard. 

The whole of the seven prizes, after tlie most shattered of them 
had put into port by the way, reached PlymOuth. The Hoche 
was newly named the Donegal, after the bay near to which she· 
had been captured. She was a fine ship of 1901 tons, and long 
proved a serviceable cruiser. The Embuscade was also a fine 
little frigate of 916 tons, and under the name of Seine (the 
Ambuscade being a name that, after the middle of .December, 
excited. in England no very pleasant recollections), was long 
attached to the 12-pounder 36-gun class. The Coquille, a 
a similar frigate to the Embuscade, on the 14th of December, 
while lying at anchor in Hamoaze, and just after she had been 
surveyed preparatory to her purchase bY: the government, caught 
fire and blew up: by which accident, three midshi}>men, seven 
seamen, and three women unfortunately perished. The Bellone 
and Resolue were frigates of a smaller class than either of the 
preceding; the one measuring 888, and the other 877 tons: 
both were purchased into the nayy, but, being old and worn out, 
never afterwards went to sea. The Loire, on the other hand, was 
a fine new frigate, and had recently been presented to the French 
government by the city: of Nantes •. The lmmortalite was also a 
fine frigate, but less than the LoIre, hy about 90 tons; and 
therefore very far from being, as a contemporary represents her, 
"one of the largest frigates that had fallen into our hands." • 

. Not being considered capable of carrying to advantage a battery 
of 24-pounders (of which heavy §Uns, however, that same writer 
had assigned her" twenty-eight,' instead of twenty-four), the 
Immor.taIite was fitte4, WIth twenty-six ] 8-~unders; and that 
was giving her one gun more of a side than she could fairly use 
upon her broadside. 

We must not forget to mention, that the thanks of both houses. 
of parliament were subsequently voted to commodore Sir John 
Borlase Warren, and the captains, officers, and men under his 
~ommand, for the successful issue of the action, or actions 
rather, with the Hoche and her squadron; not, certainly for any 
extraordinary exertions that were either required or made use of, 
in achieving the victo~, but because of the evil consequences 
which it in all probabllity averted from the sister-kingdom. 
Lieutenants Wilbam James Turquand, first of the Canada, and, 
after a while, David Colby, first of the Robust, were made com
manders; as was also, for her capture of the Immortalite, the. 
Fisgard'sfirst lieutenant, John Surman Carden •. 

The dashing manner, in which the Robust went· into action,. 
• Brenton, vol ii., p. 867. 
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was precisely what might have been expected from the captain 
of the Latona, in November, 1793; and we should have been 
better pleased with Sir John Warren's letter, imperfect as it is in 
many respects, had it contained a more particular notice of the 
(considenng the hors-de-combat distance of the Canada and 
Foudroyant, some have thought all) important services of Captain 
Thornborough. 

Very great credit was also due to Captain. Countess, for his 
zeal and perseverance in keeRing sight of the FI'ench squadron; 
which, had it not been so well watched by the Ethalion and her 
consorts, would have been on the coast of Ireland nearly a fort- • 
night earlier than it was. In that case M. Bompart would 
probably have disembarked his troops without molestation, and 
might, with his squadron have got safe back to a French port. 
In his official account of the captul'e of the Bellone, Captain 
Countess speaks in the highest terms of the 61'5t lieutenant of 
the Ethalion, Mr. George Sayer; and the latter, upon whom 
the greater part oftheactiveduty of keeping sight of the French 
squadron must necessarily have devolved, was, 10 conseqllence, 
made a commander. 

We must be permitted to make one more remark before we 
quit this action. The noble behaviour of the French prisoners 
on board the Hoche and Coquille (for she, also, was mainly 
preserved by their exertions) ought to have obtained for them, after 
they were landed in England, some abatement of the hardships 
usually imposed upon prisoners of war. This would be holding. 
out encouragement to men so circumstanced; particularly in 
cases where their numbers, as in the instances of both the 74 
and the frigate, might· otherwise be too formidable to be coerced 
into subjection. Upon national considel'ations, even this ought 
never to be overlooked. 

It still remains to be shown, what became of the three un
captured vessels of Commodore Bompart's squadl'On. The 
Romaine having anchored, under English colours, six or seven 
miles from the spot at which the Immortalite and Resolue had 
bl'Ought up, made preparations for disembarking her tl'OOps. A 
communication with the shore, however, soon cooled the zeal of 
the latter; and the soldiers were not so tired of the sea, or so 
alarmed at the perils both of weather and capture to be encoun
tered in crossing it, but that they preferred even that risk to the 
certain fate that awaited them if they attempted to land. The 
Romaine, accordingly, weighed and stood off from the Irish 
coast, and, overtaking the Biche on the passage, anchored on 
the 23d of October in the road of Brest. About the same time, 
also, the Semillante managed to get into 1orient. _ 

The very day that sealed the fate of the Hoche, flaw -another 
expedition quit a port of France for the same destination.· Com
modore Savary, with the same four frigates with which he had 
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lOde the former trip, namely, the Concorde, M~Iee, Franchilte, 
:and Venus, having on board a small quantity of troops, sailed. 
from Rochefort, in order to see what had become both of C0m
modore Bompart's squadron, which had now been out 26 day .. 
and of General Humbart's army, which had been landed in Ire
land since more than two months. 011 the 27th Commodore 
Savary had the good fortune to arrive in the neighbourhood er 
Killala bay, the scene of his former success.. Here the commo
dore sooalearnt the fate of both the French arm,. and the Frea 
squadron; and, fearing it might be his turn next, put to JJe& 

again the same afternoon, and steered straight for France widt 
the melancholy news. 

On the 28th, at about 7 A. M., the weather nearly calm, theae 
four French frigates were discovered in the south-east quarter. 
not far from the Stags of Broadhaven, by the British 8O-g:u.n 
ship Cmsar, Captain Sir James Saumarez, 74-gun ship Terrible, 
Captain Sir Richard Bickerton, Bart., and 38-gun fri~ 
Melpomene, Captain Sir Charles Hamilton; and, as soon as the 
breeze would permit, were chased under all sail. At 3 P. M. the 
wind veered to the south-west. At 6 P. K. the four French 
frigates, tben on a line in the larboard tack, were passed to 
windward by the Terrible, and between her and them seyeral 
shots were exchanged, one of which struck the 74'8 mizenmut, 
and obliged her instantly to fish it. The Terrible then wore after 
tbe rearmost of the fl'lgates, and bore away in pursuit to the 
north-north-west. Shortly afterwards the French frigates opened, 
in passing, a raking fire upon the Cmsar, but at too great a dis
tance to produce any effect; and, for that reason, the latter did 
not return it. At 11 P.II., just as she was fast coming up with 
the sternmost French frigate, the wind, having considerably 
freshened, carried away the Cresar's fore topmast and main top
~llantma8t; and this was not all, fOl' the wreck demolished 
the foresail. At 1111. 15 m. P. H., in conseq ueoce of this acci
dent, the Terrible and Melpomene passed the Cmsar in tlte 
chase. 

On the 29th, ut 1 A.. M., the Cresar was entirely lost sight bf 
by her two consorts; and at 8 A. M. the enemy's squadron was diJI
tant from these about two leagues in the north-west. At noon, 
owing chiefiy,as it would appear, to the bad sailiugofthe Venus, 
the Melpomene, who was at some du,1ance ahead of the 74, got 
within two or three miles of the former. As the only means of 
averting the consequences likely to result trom this retardation 
of the squadron, Commodore Savary made the signal for his 
frigates to separate. On this the CoDeorde hauled close to the 
wind (~till at Bouth-west) on the larooard tack, the Medee arxl 
Franchise kept, as before, about four points free on the same 
tack, and the Venus put directly befol'e it. The Me1pomeo.e 

Digitized by Google 



.1198. 

_mediatel,. hauled uJl for the Concorde, and the Terrible p"'
oed the two frigates In tbe north-west by west; upon whom the 
. 74 gained /W. much, that .. t 4 P ••• she was only two miles astem 
.,f them. At 7 P.II. the Terrible and Melpomtme lost sight of 
each other. On th4 30th, at daybr~ak, the 74 fou.nd herself still 
~ly two miles distant from one of the frigates in the north-west. 
· and soon afterwards passed Sflveral gun-carriages, Qlso two 
· horselJ, which had been thrown overboard by the French fl'igate. 
It is doubtful whether or not this would have saved her, if at £> 

· 7/. ~. a violent and unexpected squall Df wind f .. om the SQuth-aa.t 
Md not carriad away the Terrible's fore and main topsailyardtl, 
~ the tops.a11ant ones alao. There was now no alternative; 
and the Temble, accordingly, left ofi' chase and hauled her wiod . 

. to the southward and westward. M. Savary was afterwards 
so fortunate as to reassemble all four of bis frigates, and with 
· thew to re-enter Rocbefori on the 22d day of his departure 
from it. 

This was the lQ.st of four expeditions, wbich the Freneh $ent 
from their ports to assist the malecontents of Il"eland. The first, 
o()r that of December, 1796, was scattered and discomfited by the 
weather. The secon~ under the same Commodore Savary whose 
fortunate escape we have just done detailing, succeeded, in 
August of the present year, in disembarkini a body of men, b.t 
it. was only for the survivors of them to yield up their al'ln~ in. 

· September. The third ended in the capture of the Hoche and 
her companions; and the fourth, rendered unavailable by the 
.iailure of the second and third, returned to port_ as it went. . 

During the last two months of the year, the Brest fleet r.e-
· mained as stationary as it had done during the first ten. In the 
·attention ,ve are about·to best.ow upon the fleet of Toulon, we 
may perhaps develop the principal cause oftbis forced inactivity 
of a fleet, which, with a proper application of its numbers aod 
· a.trength, might have done incalculable mischief to an enemy. . 

We Dlust not, howe¥er, quit the Channel without mentioning, 
· that, among the fruits of four years' hard fighting, waf:! the 
· assembling, in France, of 2800 English, and in England of up.
wards of 30,000 French prisoners. Since the month of January 
the two nations had agreed that each should maintain their own 

: prilOners ; that, for that purpose, an agent should reside in each 
(!Ouutl'Y, and have the benefit of its market; and that the 
prisoners, instead of being scattered over the country, should ~ 
confined in three or four places of general rendezvous. Agree-

· ~l, to this arrangement, the French pri~ners were to be conuned 
JJOwhere but at Portsmouth, Plymouth, Norman·Cross, Liver
pool, Edinburgh, Chatham, and Stapleton. This was followed, 
towards the ~nd of the year, by a second agre~nt, authorizing 

· the reciprocal transmissioQ. of .cartels, and settling the terms by 
wbi.£h all .e~Qge of prisoners was to be regulated. 

la the CONl'M d the yeu tJle Freu.eh. directQJ7 ~ 11 ~ree 
• JrI 2 
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declaring that all persons, natives of, or originally belonging to, 
Deutral countries, or countries in alliance with France, who might 
form a part of the crew of any of his Britannic majesty's ships of 
war, or of any :Pritish vessels, should be considered and treated 
8S pirates. This savage order was met by a counter-declaration 
from the king of England, 'dated November 20, directing it to be 
signified to the commissary for French prisoners in Great Britain,. 
that, if that decree should, in any instance, be carried into effect 
against any such persons, taken in any vessel or vessels the 
property of his majesty, or of his subjects, and navigated under 
the British flag, it was the king's determination to exercise the 
most rigorous retaliation against those subjects of the French 
republic, whom the chance of war had then placed, or might 
thereafter place, at his majesty's disposal. ThiS had, in a great 
degree, the desired effect. . 

With the view of ascertaining the precise object of the ru
moured preparations making at Toulon, the British admi~ty 
bad directed Earl St.-Vincent to detach from the Mediterranean 
:fleet a few ships underlRear-admiral Sir Horatio Nelson; who, 
having been allowed, after the Santa-Cruz affair, to go to England 
for his health, had, on the 29th of April, returned to the fleet off 
Cadiz. On the 2d of May, Sir" Horatio quitted the ft.eet in the 
Vanguard, and steered for the Mediterranean. The rear-admiral 
was to take with him two 74s lying at Gibraltar, and four fri
gates and a sloop cruising on that station. On the 4th the Van
guard arrived at Gibraltar; and on the 9th, havin~ completed 
lier water and provisions, sailed again, accomF.Dled by the 
Alexander and Orion 74s, Emerald and Terpslchore frigates, 
and Bonne-Citoyenne sloop. 

On the 17th, when off Cape Sicie, the rear-admiral received 
information, through a captured privateer, that there were, in
eluding the ex-Venetian ships, 19 sail of the line in. Toulon 
harbour; that 15 of them were ready for sea; and that Buona
parte, at the head of an immense body of troops, was expected 
soon to embark, but for what destination could not be ascer
tained. On the 19th the wind blew strong from the north-west. 
On the next day, the 20th, it moderated, but, after dark, again 
blew strong; so strong, that on the 21st, at 1 h. 30 m. A. M., 
when about 25 leagues south of the Hyeres islands, the Van
guard's main and mizen topmasts, in succession, went over the 
side. In two hours afterwards the increased violence of the 
gale carried away the foremast, in three pieces, and sprung the 
bowsprit in as many places. At daylight, by means of the rem
Dant of her spritsail, the Vanguard was enabled to wear. The 
two other 748 and the Emerald wore also; and the four sbips 
scudded before the wind. The Terpsichore. Bonne-Citoyenne, 
and a prize-ship, continued lying-to, under bare poles, and there
fore parted com{>any; as, during the ni$ht, did the Emerald. 

Tlie rear-admIral intended to steer lor Oristan bay, island or 
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Sardinia: but, in the crippled state of the Vanguard, that WM 
found impracticable. The latter, therefore, being taken in tow 
by the Alexander, who, with the Orion, had received very little 
damage in the gale, the rear-admiral proceeued to the Sardinian 
harbour of St.-Pietro; whel~e, at noon on the 22d, the three ships 
safely cast anchor. Here we will leave them awhile, to attend 
to what is going on in Toulon. 

During the· negotiations at Campo-Formio, in the summer of 
1797, General Buonaparte took away from the Ambrosian library 
at Milan, all the books he could find on subjects connected 
with the East; and, on their being brought to Paris, marginal 
notes were discovered in every page that treated specially on 
Egypt: hence it has been inferred, that Buonaparte was, ev~n at 
thIS time, ruminating upon the plan, in the attempted execution 
of which his military fame subsequently received so serious a 
check, and his moral character so fatal a stab. At all events, in 
the early months of the year 1798, he submitted the plan of a 
c:tmpaign in Egypt to the directory. and on the 5th of March, 
was appointed its commander-in-chief. "Les ministres de la 
guerre, de la marine, at des finances," proceeds the letter of ap
pointment, "sont prevenus de se conformer aux instructions que 
vous leur transmettrez sur ce point important dont votre patrio
tisme a le secret, et dont le directoire ne pouvait pas mieux 
confier le succes qu'a votre genie et a votre amour pour la vraie 
gloire." This flattering letter was signed by" Lareveillere-Le
paux, Merlin. et Barras."· 

In the mean time the most active preparations were making 
at Toulon, Marseille, Civita-Vecchia, Genoa, and Bastia; parti
cularlyat the first-named port, where an immense fleet of tIlen
of-war and transports was getting ready, and whither troops 
were marching from all quarters of the republic. Buonaparte 
was to have quitted Paris on the night of tlie 21st of April; but 
the last despafl*hes from General Bernadotte, the republican 
ambassador at the court of Vienna, baving excited in the French 
government some dread of a rupture with Austria, the conqueror 
Qf Italy was detained, to try the effect of his influence with the 
Comte de Cobentzel, the emperor's ambassador at Paris. By 
this, or some other means, the matter was made up; and on the . 
3d of May Buonaparte quitted Paris, and on the 8th arrived at 
10ulon. 

The expedition, now that it was complete, consisted of 13 sail 
of the line, eight frigates, two Venetian 648 and six frigates, 
armed en flute, two brigs, with cutters, avisos, and gun-boats, 
in all 72 vessels of war; exclusive, when those from the outpoTts 
joined, of 400 sail of transports. Of this immense fleet the 
crews alone were computed at 10,000 men; besides which there 
was a body of troops amounting to about 36,000 men. The, 

• Victoires et Cooqu6tes, tome ix., p. ". 
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cOmmander-in-chief of this formidable armament was Buona
parte, having under him, as his generals of division, Klt~ber~ 
Desaix, Regnier, Bon, Duqua, Menou, Vaubois, Dumuy, and 
Dumas, besides 11 generals of brigade. The fleet was com
manded by Vice-admiral Brueys, having under him Rear-admi
rals, Villeneuve, Blanquet, and Decres, and, for his captain CIf 
fleet, Commodore Ganteaume. The admiral had his flag Oft 

'board the .120-gun ship Orient,. as the ci-devan~ .San~Culot~e 
.as now, ID reference to the object of the expedItIon appropn
ately named, and in her General Buonaparte embarked, accom-
panied by the principal part of his suite. . 

On the 19th of May, in the morning, tlle whole of this nu
merous fleet, except a 'portion of the transports, that were to joi,. 
on the passage, got under way from Toulon road with a strong' 
.ind from the north-west, and, running along the coast of Pro
~ence, stopped off Genoa, to be joined by the division of trans
ports in that port; then stood straight acro!!ls to Cape Corse,. 
which was signalled on the 23d, at daybreak. The fleet re
Jrlained in sight of the eastern coast of Corsica until the 30th find 
then stood leisurely along the island of Sardinia, in the expecta
tion of being joined by the convoy from Civita-V ecchia; whicll 
eonvoy, it was known, had left that port on the 28th. 

On the 3d of June, Buonaparte received intelligence, that 
three English ships of the line and two frigates had been seeB' 
ofi' Cagliari. A division of French ships proceeded in that direc
tion, but saw nothing and returned. Having waited in vain for. 
the junction of the expected convoy from Civita-Vecchia, the 
:fleet proceeded without it, and on the 7th passed within gun-shot 
of the port of Mazara in Sicily, having in view on the opposite 
side the small island of Pantel1aria. On the 8th an English 
brig, captured by one of the look-out frigates, gave inte11igence 
that Admiral Nelson's squadron, sent in pursuit of the French 
&et, was not very far astern. This news~ erroneous as it wa8~ 
gave great uneasiness to the commander-in-chief.. On the 
~ame night the expedition .quitted the coast of Sicily, and, steel'
mg to the south-east, gamed, at 5 h. 30 m. A. K. on the 9th, • 
sight of the islands of Goza and Malta; off which the admiral 
-.as joined by the Civita-V ecchia division of transports number ... 
ing 70 sail. . 

The fate, which soon befel this, as a Mediterranean possession,. 
important island, will be in some degree elucidated by a short 
account of the meall1res France had previously taken to under ... 
mine its independence. Since the month of January in the 
present year, M. Poulsielgue, secretary to the French legaticm 
at Genoa, had been sent to sound the knights and grand-master 
&fthe order of St.-John of Jerusalem, as to their inclination to' 
permit .• French squadron to approach the shores of their island ~ 
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or, in other words, by all the insidious and COlTUpt arts so fami
liar to the agents of the French government at this epoch, to 
endeavour to excite an insurrection among the inhabitants. As 
a fUlther step in the contemplated plan, Rear-admiral Drueys,. 
when in March he was returning to Toulon with his six sail of' 
the line from the Adriatic, sent one of his ships in the port to 
be repaired; where she remained eight days. The French 
squadron, meanwhile, sounded all round the island, and ascer
tained precisely every spot where it was possible to effect a 
debarkation. 

Considering, therefore, the capture of the island of Malta, 
with its two dependencies, the sman islands of Goza and 
Comino, as the work of treachery, we feel no inclination to give 
a recital of the few mock-fights that preceded its surrender; 
bat shall merely state, that on the 10tll a landing was effected 
in seven places, and that on the 12th the islands of Malta, 
G02a, and Comin~, surrendered by capitulation. Among the 
spoils ta~en, were two 64-gun ships, one frigate, three galleys, 
and some vessels, 30,000 muskets, 12,000 barrels of powder, 
provisionlJ for six months, and the plate and other treasure in 
the church· of St.-John, valued at three millions of francs. 
Leaving Duonaparte and hi~ army and fleet to rejoice over their 
good fortune, we will return to Rear-admiral Nelson and his 
three we~ther-beaten ships in the harbour of St.-Pietro. 

By the indefatigable exertions of the officers and crews of the 
three British ships, or rather, as respects the men, of the Alex
ander and Orion only, for the Vanguard's was a very indifferent 
ship's company, the latter ship, in less than four days, got up a 
jury foremast and jury main and mizen topmasts, fished her 
bowsprit, and performed other necessary repairs; and on the 
next morning, the 27th, the squadron again put to sea. The 
three ships now steered for the rendezvous off Toulon, which 
they reached on the 31st. The rear-admiral, by this time, was 
fully acquainted with the sailing of the French armament, re
ported to consist of 15 sail of the line, 10 or 12 frigates, and 
200 transports, with upwards of 40,000 troops on board, com
manded by General Buonaparte; but nothing was known of its 
destination. 

On the 5th of June the 16-gun brig-sloop Mutine, Captain 
Thomas Mastel'man Hardy, joined, witn the highly gratifying 
intelligence that she had, on the 30th, parted from a sqnadron 
of ] 0 sail of the line and a 50-gun ship, that was on its way to 
join the rear-admiral. The brig also brought Sir Horatio foll 
directions, when that junction was effected, to do what he so 
ardently desired to do-proceed in quest of the Toulon fleet. 
Immediately the three 74s and brig, spreading themselves, kept 
a sha~ look-out; and, in so doing, fell in with 15 sail of richly
Jaden Spanish merchantmen. The Alexander aDd Orion eacll 
captured OM'; but the rear-admiral, having his miud bent OB 
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nobler game, would not permit any more of the vessels to he 
molested. On the 7th, at noon, the two squadrons that were so 
desirous to join, gained a mast-head sight of each other, and by 
sunset were united. 

About three weeks after Rear-admiral Nelson had been de
tached by Earl St.-Vincent, a reinforcement fmm England, con
sisting of eight sail of the line, under Rear-admiral Sir Roger 
Curtis, in the Prince-of-Wales 98, joined the Beet off Cadlz; 
and on . the same evening (May 24) the in-shore squadron of 
nine sail of the line, commanded by that active officer, Captain 
Troubridge, having been relieved by an equal number of ships, 
sailed, in compliance with orders from home, to strengthen the 
force under Rear-admiral Nelson. The exchange between the 
two squadrons had been so admirably conducted, that the 
Spaniards, the next morning, were not aware that it had taken 
place; nor, of course, that tbe British admiral off the port had 
either detached, or been joined by, any ships. 

Since his departure from Earl St.-Vincent's fleet, Captain 
Troubridge had been joined by the Audacious 74 and Leander 
50; making the force under Rear-admiral Nelson, now consist .. 
~~~. . 

Gon.Bhip, • 

V rd 5 Rear-admiral (b.) Sir Horatio Nelson, K.B., 
angua ........... ~ Captain Edward Berry, 

Orlon ...... ...... ...... " Sir James Saumarez, 
Culloden ...... ......... Thomas Troubridge, 
Bellerophon .... ...... " Henry d'Esterre Darby, 
Minotaur............... " Thomas Louis, 

74 Defence ............... John Peyton, 
Alexander ...... ...... Alexander John Ball, 
Zealous ..... ~.......... .. Samuel Hood, 
Audacious •••• ........ " Davidge Gould, 
Goliath ..... ............ " Thomas F~le , 
Majestic ............... " George B en Westcott, 
Swiftsure ............... .. Benjamin allowell, 
Theseus.. ••• ••• ...... ••• Ralph Willett Miller, 

50 Leander.... ........... Thomas Boulden Thompson, 

amount to thirteen 74-gun ships, and one 50, with, instead of 
four or five frigates, one brig-sloop only; and yet the service 
intrusted to the rear-admiral, as we shall presently see, was one, 
the very success of which might depend on the facility of recon"" 
noitring, and gaining intelligence of, the enemy's movements. 

Nelson's instructions from his commander-in-chief were dated 
on the 21st of May. In these he was ordered "to proceed in 
quest of the armament preparing by the enemy at 1'oulon and 
Genoa; the object whereof appears to be either an attack upon 
Naples or Sicily, the conveyance of an army to some part of the 
coast of Spain for the purpose of marching towards Portugal, or 
,to pass through the Straits, with a view of proceeding- to Ire
land." In some additional instructions of the same date, the 
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rear-admiral is told, that he may pursue the French squadron to 
"any part of the Mediterranean, Adriatic, Morca, Archipelago, 
or even into the Black Sea." 

It is clear, from the tenour of these instructions, that the 
British government were quite in the dark as to the real, or, at 
aU events, the primary destination of the Toulon fleet. But, 

. that their surmise that the fleet would pass the Straits was not 
wholly without foundation, will appear from the following ex
tract of a letter addressed, under date of the 18th of April, 
1798, by Buonaparte to the French directory: "11 serait pos
sible, apres l'expedition que le gouvernement prqjette dans la. 
.Mediterranee, de faire passer les q uatone vaisseaux'" a Brest." t 
At all events, Rear-admiral Nelson was left entirely to his own 
discretion, as to the course to be steered in pursuit of the fleet, 
which he had been ordered by his instructions to use his utmost 
eBdeavour to "take, sink, burn, or destroy." The circumstance 
of the French having quitted port with a north-west wind ren
dered it likely, in his opinion, that their course was up the 
Mediterranean. Accordingly the British fleet, as soon as a pro
voking calm would allow it to make sail, steered towards the 
island of Corsica. On the 12th the fleet arrived off Cape Corse, 
and in the evening lay to off the isle of Elba; whence the· 
Mutine was despatched for intelligence to Civita-Vecchia. It 
was the rear-admiral's intention, we are told, in case he overtook 
the French fleet, to make three divisions of his own, thus: 

Vanguard, 
Minotaur, 
Leander, 
Audacious, 
Defence, 

Zealous, 
Orion, 
Goliath, 
Majestic, 
Bellerophon, 

Culloden, 
Theseus, 
Alexander, 
Swiftsure. 

Two of these divisions, according to the plan laid down, were to 
attack the ships of war; and the third, to pursue and run down, 
or otherwise destroy, the transports. A contest between nine 
small 74s and a 50, on one side, and one three-decker and twelve 
80s and 74s, four 01' five of them the largest two-decked ships in 
the world, on the other, however much desired by, could scarcely 
have ended to the advantage of, the admiral in command of the 
former. 
. Pursuing their course along the shore of Tuscany, the British 
passed the small island of GJanuti, with a fine breeze at north ... 
north-west. Here the Leander spoke a Moorish vessel, that 
~ve information (which, by the by, was incorrect) that the 
French fleet was at Syracuse, in Sicily. About this time the 
Mutine joined, without having gained any intelligence. On the 

• It was calculated, we believe, that the late British ship Berwick might be 
~t~~ . 

t Victoires et Conquetes, tome ix., p. 76. 
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morning of the 17th the British stood into the bay of Naples;. 
and Captain Troubridge was sent, with Captain Hardy in the
Mutine, to obtain what information could be collected from the 
British ambassador. All Sir William Hamilton could tell wasp 
that the French had not entered that port, but had coasted the 
island of Sardinia add proceeded to the southward, probably 
to Malta. ' 

With this guide for a course, the British fleet again set sail; 
bot light airs, during the two succeeding days, retarded its. 
progress, makin~ it the morning of the 20th ere the celebrated 
SU'aits of Messma were entered. From the British consul at. 
the latter port intelligence was received, that the French had 
possessed themselves of Malta and Goza, and that their fleet 
waa lying at anchor off the last-named island. A fresh breeze 
at north-west and a rapid current soon carried the Bl'itish clear 
of the Straits, and the island of Malta was now their destina
tion. At daybreak on the 22d, however, when the fleet was. 
about 12 leaguea south-east of Cape Passero, in Sicily, the 
Mutine learnt from a Genoese, or rather, we believe, a Ragusiaa 
brig, which had the day before passed through the fleet unno
ticed, that the French had quitted Malta on the 18th, with 
the same wind that was then blowing. Alexandria now seemed. 
ibe next probable destination of the enemy; and immediately 
the British fleet bore up and steered south-east, under all sail.. 

From the 22d to the 28th three vessels only were spoken,. 
one from the Archipelago, and two from Alexandria; but no 
French fleet had they heard of, much less seen. Days like 
these would have been insufferably tedious, had not the eeamenp 

by theexcelJent regulations adopted in the fleet, a daily em
ployment that, while it heightened their spirits, augmented their 
powers. The exercise of great guns and small arms, if properly 
:persevered in, excites among the crew an emulation, that makes 
them doubly anxious to give practical proofs of their skill: they 
look forward to the day of battle, as the knights of old did to 
the day of tournament; ,nd, when it comes, their well-grounded 
confidence displays itself in the shattered sides and deserted 
decks of their opponents. 

On the 28th the British came in sight of the city of Alexan .. 
dria; and the empty state of the two harbours, except as to a 
Turkish ship of the line, four frigates and some merchant ves
sels, confirmed the account they had last received. On arriv
ing off the Pharos, or castle that guards the entrance of the 
eastern harbour, the Mutioe was sent in for intelligence. After 
MmlC delay, Captain Hardy waa allowed to land, and was con
ducted, under a guard, to the governor. The latter expressed 
his surprise, as well as uneasiness, at the apfearance of so for
midable a British force; and, on. the object s being. explained 
to him, was yet more alarmed, declaring his determination to 
resist the attempt of. either power to lalld. 
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. The British were now somewhat at a stand. At length a re
trograde movement was resolved on, taking a more northerly 
course. On the 29th the fleet steered to the north-east, with a 
&esh breeze from north-north-west. In consequence of the 
continuance of north-westerly weather, it took the ships, under 
all the sail they could carry on a wind, until the 4th of July, 
ere they made the coast of N atolia. On the 5th the ships got 
sCattered; and, on the night of the 6th, the Orlon parted com
pany. This occasioned the ileet, on the following morning, to 
wear and stand to the northward; a delay that was repaid by 
the junction, towards evening, of the missing ship. The fleet 
continued beating to. windward till the 16th, when the weather 
turned favourable; and, at 8 A..M. on the 18th, Cape Passero 
1bade its appearance. On the 19th the ileet, being much in 
'Want of water and provisions, stood towards Syracuse. The 
entrance to the harbour is intricate, and no person in the Seat 
had hitherto passed through it. Such, however, was the skill 
and attention of the officers, and the adroitness and discipline of 
the men, that at 30 h. 3 m. P. M. every ship had anchored in safety_ 
Here we will leave the indefatigable British admiral and the 
oongenial spirits around him, while we see wbat is becODle of the 
object of his and their solicitude. 

After a stay of four days, Buonaparte, on the morning of tbe 
19th of June, quitted Malta, having left General Vaubois as the 
governor, and 4000 troops 8S the garrison, of the island. Fa
voured by a fresh breeze at IlOrth-west, the expedition steered a 
direct course to the east, the advanced frigates detaining and 
d.estroying every vessel theY fell in with, as the most effectual, if 
not the most legal, means of preventin~ the circulatioa of intel
ligence respecting the probable destinat10n of the Seet.. On the 
30th the French came in view of Cape Durazzo in the island of 
Candia, and, crossing the galf of that name, descried at day
break on tbe 1st of July the Arab tower upon the African coast,. 
aud, in a few bours afterwards, tbe minarets of Alexandria. 

A small vessel was immediately- sent into the p<>rt to gain in
telligence, and, in particular, to bring off the French consul~ 
Citizen Magallon. On reaching the flag-ship, the Jatter ac
Cfuainted the commander-in-chief with Nelson's appearance oft' 
the coast three days before, the hostile disposition of the inha
bitants, and the necessity he would be under, if he persisted in 
making himself master of the city, of employing force. That 
was General Buonaparte's intention; and. the dread that NelsoD 
might arrive, before tbe disembarkation could be effected, eau_ 
the utmost expedition to be used in getting the troops on shore. 
In her haste to get near to the creek of Mirabou, opposite to the 
castle of which name situated at the distance of about two 
leagues from the city the fleet cast anchor, the Orient ran foul 
of the ·Dubois and one of tbe frigates, and carried away her 
bow:sprit: both the latter ships also sustained some damage~ 
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The wind now got up, and the sea along with it, and the coast 
was lined with reefs; but the English were hourly expected, and 
Buonaparte knew full well how his plans would be foiled if the 
fleets met before his army was landed. On the 1st of July a 
portion of the troops disembarked, and Buonaparte had just 
stepped into the boat that was to land him, when the look-out 
ships signalled an enemy's sail to the westward. The uneasiness 
which the sight of this vessel caused in the breast of the com. 
mallder-in-cllief elicited fmm him the following exclamation 2 

" Fortune! wilt thou abandon me 1 What! only five days !". 
A minute or two more and Buonaparte's placidity was restored, 
for the vessel approaching announced herself as the French 
frigate J uslice, from the island of Malta. 

On the 2d, after an action in which the French had about 40 
officers and men killed, and perhaps thrice the number, including 
General Kleber, wounded, Buonaparte gained possession of Alex
andria. In the course of that and the succeeding day all the 
troops were disembarked. General KIeber, being disabled from 
immediate service by his wound, was appointed governor of the 
city, and Commodore Dumanoir-le-Pelley captain of the port. 
Th,e port consists of two harbours, the old and the new; one to 
the south-west, the other to the north-east, with the city on a 
strip of land between them. . Another strip of land, caIJed 
the isle of Pharos, at nearly right angles from that on which the 
city stands, forms the north-west, as the main land of Egypt 
does the south-east, side of both harbours. 

The channel leading to the old harbour, the only one at this 
time supposed capable of receiving the ships, being found shoal, 
narrow, and intricate, Buonaparte, on tlie 3d of July, ordered 
Vice-admiral Brueys to anchor the men-of-war in the road or 
bay of Aboukir, about 20 miles to the east-north-east of Alex
andria. But, if the admiral found his position not a defensive 
onc against an enemy's fleet, he was to direct his course for 
Corfu; leaving behind him the Causse and Dubois, with the 
guns for armmg them complete, the frigates Diane, JunoD, 
Alceste, and Al'temise, the whole of the light flotilla, of which 
Commodore Perree had been appointed the commander, and 
all the frigates armed en flute, with their guns and stores. 
Admiral Brueys, accordingly, with his ships of the line and full
armed frigates, pr.oceeded to the bay of Aboukir, and there cast 
anchor. In the mean time an active and intelligent French 
officer, Captain Jean-Baptiste Barre, was ordered to survey the 
old harbour of Alexandria, and report uEOn its capacity and 
facility of entrance. On the 15th captain Barre made a report, 
in whIch he showed that, out of the three: channels, there was 
one which, when a rock or two were blown up, would have 

• "Fortune, m'abandonnerais-tu? Quoi! seulement cinq joulS I "-rlC'o 
loire. et C01IIJ.rdlel, tome ix~, p. 26. 
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25 feet (French) water; but Admiral Brueys, considering the 
risk too great to attempt entering" the port WIth his line-of-battle 
ships, the smallest of which drew 22 feet, preferred remaininO' at 
Aboukir; where we will leave him awhile in the enjoyment of 
his apparent security, and revert to the proceedings of one who 
BOOn put that security to the test. 

Notwithstanding the inconvenient situations of the watering
places in the port of Syracuse, the indefatigable exertions of the 
officers and men of the British fleet procured, by the fifth day, 
an ample supply; to which was added, owing solely to the 
influence of Lady Hamilton, the British ambassador's wife, with 
the court of "neutral" Naples, a sufficient quantity of fresh 
beef and vegetables. Thus victualled and refreshed, the ships 
of the fleet, on the 24th and 25th, again lut to sea. All the 
accounts, received while at Syracuse, agree in representing that 
the French fleet had not been seen, either in the Archipelago or 
the Adriatic, and yet that it had not gone down the Mediter
ranean: hence no other conclusion remained, than that it still 
lay to the eastward, and that ~o-ypt, after all, was, or had been~ 
its destination. To be certain it was so, the rear-admiral bent 
his course for the Morea; and on the 28th, being oft' Cape 
Gallo, despatched the CuUoden to Coron. The Turkish go
vernor bellaved very graciously to Cal'tain Troubridge, per
mitting him to take out as a prize a French wine-vessel at 
anchor in the port; and he dismissed him with a yet more valu
able present, in the communication, that the French fleet had 
"been seen about four weeks since on the coast of Candia, steer
ing south-east. South-east, . then, was steered by the British; 
and a fresh breeze astern. with a heavy following sea, drove them 
rapidly towards the goal of their hopes. 

On the 1st of August, at 10 A. H., the towers or minarets of 
Alexandria, the Pharos, and Pompey's pillar, made their wel
come appearance; and soon the two ports, which, when last 
seen, had been unpeopled and solitary, displayed to the view a 
wood of masts: as an unerring sign, too, of who were now 
the occuJ>ants of the city, the French flag waved upon its walls. 
The two British look-out ships, the Alexander and Swiftsure, as 
they drew nearer, caused a general disappointment to their 
mends in the offing, by the si!mal their duty obliged them to 
make, that the enemy's fleet did not form part of the vessels at 
anchor; that there appeared to be but eight ships of war, of 
various sizes (the Causse, Dubois, and six ex-Velletian frigates)~ 
and that the remainder were transports and merchantmen. The 
disappointment to the fleet was, however, of short duration; as 
the Zealous, a little before 1 p. M., just as the Pharos tower 
bore from her south-south- west, distant four or five leagues, 
signalled, that 17 ships of war, 13 or 14 of them formed in line 
of battle, lay at anchor in a bay upon her larboard bow. In-
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.stantly the British fleet hauled. up, steering to the eastward. 
under topgallantsails, with a fine breeze from north by west W 
IlOrth-north-west. 

Let us pause here, while we endeavour to explain how. it 
happened that, in a sea so comparatively small as the Mediter
ranean, two hostile fleets, one of which was so strenuously see~ 
ing tlle other, that other, too, from its immense numbers, spread 
over so wide a surface, did not come in mutual contact. On tb.e 
24th of May, when the reinforcement for Rear-admiral NelsoP. 
quitted. Earl St.-Vincent off Cadiz, the French fleet was runniQ.g 
down the eastern coast of Corsica; and on the 8th of J un" 
when Rear-admiral Nelson made sail from off Toulon, with s. 
fleet which had only been formed the night before, Vice-admiral 
Bl·ueys was standmg across from Sicily to Malta. It hl'tS 
already been stated, that the French fleet (part of it the day 
before) 9.uitted the last-named island on the morning of the 
19th. Smgularly enough, on the night of the 22d, the t~ 
fleets crossed each other's track unperceived. That this should 
have happened, in a case in which one of the fleets numbered, as 
that of the French then did, nearly 400 sail, must appear strange-; 
but the surprise will diminish, when it is known tli8.t the spot $f 
intet'section was about midway between Cape Mesurata and the 
mouth of the Adriatic, the widest part of the Mediterranea.D.; 
that the British fleet sailed in close order, and had no frigates to 
'~pread as look-outs; and that a constant haze pervaded the 
atmosphere. Subsequently to the 22d the French steered east, 
to make the Goza di Candia; while the British stood south-

. east, or straight along the African coast. Hence the latter 
reached its port of destination just two days before the former; 
and the British fleet, as it quit~d the shore on its departure, w.as 

. actually seen from the Pharos tower on the morning of the same 
day, the 30th, towards the e\'enin~f which the Fl"ench 1leet 
made its appearance off the coast of 0' t. 

We have already mentioned that the rench fleet anchored iJl 
the bay of Aboukir. That fleet consisted of the 

Gun-ship 

120 Orient ••• 

{
Franklin.. • 

80 Guillaume-Tell 

Tonnant ••• 

~ Vice-adm. - Brueys. 
• Rear-adm .• Honore GaDteaume. 

Commodore -- Casa.-Bianca. 
S ReaNldm. Armand-Sim.-Mar. BJanquet.t 

• ~ Captain Maurice GiIlet. . 
5 Rear-adm. p...c • ..J ... Bap.-Silv. Villenewre. 

• ~ Captain - Saulnier. . 
• Commodore AriSt.-Aub. du Petit-'fho\llllll. 

.. As captain of the fleet, but M. Ganteaume was not appoilltecl a NU-
edmiml until the 7th of November following. . # 

t A~ to the official list, but c:aDed BlaDquet.DudlayJa ia __ i»C 
die French accoUDts. . . 
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o~ r Aquilon •• 
G~aereUlt • 
Coa.flu&ant • 
HflIIreux. • 

14 Gwemer. • 
Mercure •••• 
Peuple-Souverain • 
Spartiate • • • 
TimoJ.eon 

CODlDlOdore Henri-Alexandre Thevenard. 
Captain -- Le Joille. 

. .. Etienne DaI:barade. 
.. Jean-Pierre Etienne. 
.. Jean-F.-Timothee Trullet,.en. 
.. --Cambon, acting.-
.. Pierre-Paul Raccord. 
.. Maurice-Julien Emeriau. 
.. Jean-Fr.-Timothee Trullet,,;un. 

Ga-frIpte 

{ { Rear-adm. Denis Decres. 
40 Diane. •• • Captain EIeonore-Jean-Nic. SoleiJ. 

Justice • " -- Villeneuve. 
36 S ~mille. Pierre-Jean Standelet. 

. l &neuse • Claude-Jean Martin. 
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Brig., Alerte aDd Railleur; BonilJ-rJeuell. Hercule, Salamine, and 8IlOther, 
ad. 8eYeral gun-boats. 

Previously to our entering into the details of the famous battle 
that ensued, it will be. useful to give a slight description of the 
spot in which it was fought. The bay of Aboukir commences, 
as already mentioned, about 20 miles to the east-north-east of 

. Alexandria, and extends from the castle of Aboukir, in a semi
.circular direction, to the western most or Rosetta mouth of the 
Nile, distant from the castle about six miles. Aboukir bay has 
no depth for line-of-battle ships nearer than tluee miles from the 
ahore, a sand-bank, on which there is not any: where more than 
four-fathoms, running out to that distance. Owing also to the 
width of its opening, the bay affords very little shelter, except 
~n its west-north-west side (that from which the wind on this 
.coast commonly blows) by a small island, situated about two 
miles fl'om the point whereon the castle stands, and connected 
with it by: a chain of sand-banks and rocks, between which, 
however, there is ~ passage for small-craft. Aboukil' island is 
aurrounded by a continuation of the shoal that runs along the 

. bottom of the bay; and which extends from the island about 

. 1650 yards, or nearly a mile, in a north-east direction. 
It a~pears that, on first taking up this allchorage, Vice-ad

miral Brueys held a council of flag-officers and captains to de
termine whether, in case of attack, the fleet should engage at 
anchor or under sail. All the officers, except Rear-admiral 
Blanquet, approved of the fleet's remaining at anchor: he main
tained" that it was only when a fleet could be supported by strong 
forts crossing each other in their fire, that any advantage was 
gained by anchoring. However, finding the majority against 
him, M. Blanquet requested that the Franklin might be placed 
.as one of the seconds to the commander-in-chief. His request 
wu gGUlted, and the ships were formed in line ahead in the 

• Por Commodore Peme, ap'pointed .to command the gun-boats OD the me. 
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following order: Guerrier, Conquerant, Spartiate, Aquilon, 
Peuple-Souverain, Franklin, Orient, Tonnant, Heureux, Mercure, 
Guillaume-Tell, Genereux, Timoleon; with, in an inner line, 
about 350 yards from the first, and about midway between that 
and the shoal, the Serieuse frigate, nearly abreast of the open
ing between the Conquerant and Spartiate, the Artemise abreast 
of the Heureux, and the Diane, of the GuiUaume-TeJI. 

The van-ship bore from Aboukir island south-east, distant 
about 2420 yards, or a mile and seven-:-eighths i which is rather 
more than double the extent of the shoal in the.same direction. 
Between the Guerl'ier and her second astern, and. between all 
the other line-of-battle ships successively, the distance -was 
about 160 yal-ds: so that, reckoning each of the 13 ships to 
occupy upon an average, a space of 70 yards, the length of the 
line was rather under a mile and five-eighths. But this line was 
not a straight one. From the centre ship, the Orient, the van
ship bore north-west, the rear-ship south-east by south, and 
the Guerrier and Timoleon, from each other, about north-west 
half-north and south-east half-south. Hence the line was a 
curve, or, rather, a very obtuse angle, having its projecting 
centre towards the sea. The edge of the shoal at tlie back of 
the line, on the contrary, was concave; so much so, that the 
Orient was nearly twice the distance ftom it that either the van 
or the rear ship was, particularly the latter. To protect his 
flanks, the French admiral, besides giving suitable stations to 
his bomb-vessels and gun-boats, erected a batterY on Aboukir 
island, and mounted with two brass and two iron-12-pounders, 
a few pieces of a lighter caliber, and two l3-inch brass mortars •• 

Having thus moored his fleet in, what he considered, a strong 
position, the French admiral awaited the issue of General Buo
naparte's plans on shore. In the mean while vessels frequently 
arrived at Alexandria, with information that the British were OD 

their return to the Egyptian coast; and, on the 21st of July 
the two British frigates Seahorse and Terpsichore brought to, for 
a few minutes, off the bay, as if they had been sent _ torecOD
noitre. Besides hoisting French colours, Captain Foot made 
some of the private signals, obtained out of the French frigate 
Sensible, which the Seahorse had recently captured; and Cap
tain Gage hoisted French colours over English, to make it ap
pear-that his fdgate had been captured by the one in company. 
It is probable that this had the effect of masking the national 
character of the two British frigates, otherwise, doubtless, two 
or three of the fine French frigates (including the Junon) then 
at anchor would have slipped and given chase. 

The short interval that had elapsed between the departure of 
one fleet and the arrival of the other had encouraged the belief, 
that the British were aware of the proximity of the French fleet, . 

. • The French accounts say. only two 12s and two mortars; but the guas 
stated in the text were subsequently brought off by tb.e British. . - -
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'but, for the want of sufficient strength, or for some other reaso~ 
declined attacking it. So that, when the Heureux, at 2 P. M. 
on the 1st of August, made the signal for a fleet of 12 sail of 
the line (Alexander and Swifture not then seen), in the north
.north-west, the French ships were still lying at single anchor, 
without springs on their cables, and with a great proportion of 
.theircrews on shore getting water. In an instant the men were 
. recalled on board; and the frigates, by the direction of the 
.commander-in-chief, sent some of their men to augment the 
crews of the ships of the line. At 3 P. M. the French admiral 
.made the signal to prepare for battle, and detached the Alerte 
and Railleur brigs to endeavour to decoy the advanced British 
ships upon the shoal off Aboukir island. 
. As yet but 12 two-deckers and a brig had made their ap
'pearance, and one of the former, from her comparative small
ness, might be a hospital or store ship. At 4 p. M., however, 
two large ships, coming up under a press of sail, hove in sight 
over Aboukir point near the castle; thus convincing the French, 
if they had doubted it before, that the British were at least equal 
to them in force. The course of the British fleet and the l'B.pi
dity of its approach indicating an immediate attack, Admiral 
Brueys ordered his ships to cross topgallant yards, as if intend
:ing to get under way; but shortly afterwards, observing some 
of the advanced British ships bring to, he appears to have 
,adopted an idea, that the British would defer the attack until 
the next morning, when the shoals might be more easily avoided: 
he thereupon signalled, that he should remain at anchor. This 
change of plan was afterwards attributed, by some of the French 
writers, to a belief on the part of Vice-admiral Brueys, that his 
ships were not sufficiently manned, to fight with advantage when 
under sail. But the admiral's expressed opinion of the imprac
ticability of the attack on that night was notorious; and it was 
.equally well understood, that he only waited for darkness, to 
weigh 'and put to sea, with the intention, in compliance with the 
orders he had received from Buonaparte, of endeavouring to 
effect his escape. 

If Admiral Bruers, as we have no doubt was the case, did 
come to the conclUSiOn, that the British would wait till morning 
before they attacked him, he was soon undeceived. and then 
ordered each ship to layout an anchor in the south-south-east, 
.and to. send a 'stream-cable to the ship next astern of her, making 
a hawser fast to it, in sucR a manner as to spring her broadside 
towards the enemy.. This measure was rendered the more ne
cessary by the state of the .wind, which blew from north-north
west, lDstead of north-west, the direction of the line formed by 
the six van-ships. Let us now see wha,t. preparatory arrange-

• Victoires et Conquetes, tome iL. p. 89. 
VOL. n. N 
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...ms had been made, :and were making, by • Beet Un8er 
lteM..admiral Nelson. 

At about 2 h. 15 m. P. K. t.t..e Alexader ad Swiftsure, ba~ 
been recalled by signal, stood under all sail, towudstbe boGlyor 
d!eir Aeet then distant about faur leagues, urging itsco8l'Se to 
the eastward. It wal while they were standing out fR* die 
land. to effect their junction, that the former, as already men-
1ioned, were descried by the French oYer Aboukir point. At S 
~. M. the signal was made to prepare for battle; Mid at 4 p ... ,. 

when the body of the French Beet bore sGUtb-east by IJ011da, 
distant nine or tea. miles, the Britisla ships were ordered to pns
pare to anchor by the stern. Each &hip, accGroiDgiy, made fut 
a stream-cable to her mizenmast, and, pasliDg it out of <me of 
her gunroom ports, carried it along her aide jl1.llot below the first
od ports, to several of wJaic&. it was tduog Dy a alight rope
yam lubing, and then bent it to aD ancbOl' at her bow: 80 that,. 
... hen theancbor was let go, tbesbip ran ovet' her main cable, « 
that out of tbe hawse-;hole, and brought up by the cable from her 
stem. This was to avoid the risk of being I'8.k" while swing
ing head to wind., as well as to enable the ship, by siackeniog 
GIle cable and hauling upon the other, to spriDg her broadside ia 
any direction sbe pleaised. 

Shortly after the si1:!D8l to prepue to 1.DC000, another was. 
made, to signify that the admiral meant to attack. the eDelDY's. 
van and centre. As far as can be gatbel'ed from the vague 
3COOUIlts on the subject, SiT Horatio intended, with his iOurll!ea 
74s, to pass tbe French line on its outer side, clown to the 
aeventh ship, the Orient; so that every French ship of the eve. 
might have a British ship on her bow and qaarter. With 
:respect to the OO-gun ship, admitting that Captain Tbompsoa 
«MIld succeed in persuading the admiral to overlook her compa
ratively weak powers in such a cooflict, it is probable that the
Leandel' would have been ordered to assist two of the'4s in 
o~erpowering the tbree-decker. 

As the British ships appl'OllCbed the bay, the two Freoch 
brigs, already named, stood out to reconnoitre; and one of ~ 
the Alerte, on an'iviDg nearly within gun-sbot of the leading 
ships, bore away directly acro.. the rocky shoal oft' Aboukir 
island, iD the nope that one or more of the 748 would ba-re 
. chased her and got on shtn. But the ruse did not take, ami 
the British. WAIl eontinued to steer .. sare courae. At 5 h. 30 m.p 
the fteetbeing nearly abreast of the extremity of the shoal, the 
signal was made to form in liae of battle ahead. and. astem 
'Of tbe admiral, atI moat convenient from the then .ccidental 
positiOD of the ships; and ReaM..dmiral N ebcm, aboat this Umep 

hailed the Zealous, to know if Captaia Hood thought the ships 
were far enough to the eastward to bear up. Captain Hood 
replied, that the ZealG1J8 was dteIl in 11 fathoms, and that he 
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had n~ ,chart ,of the bay; but flhat be would bear up, 'and,by 
sounding carefully., Cat1l"Y' the admiral as close to -the shoal as' 
could be done with safety. «< This was agreed 10; and the 
Zealous, them 'With the wind (i)Il the larboardquarter. bore away,. 
and, l'Otlnmng the shoal~ brooght the wind on her starboard 
beam. At this time the Goliath was a littleadvaaced on her 
larboard bow. Shortly ,afterwards the Vanguard, who was next 
_tem of the Zealous, hove to to spea:k a boat. This occasioned 
eome of the other6hips ~ shorten sail ; ,and it was now that the' 
TheseUII 'was hailed by Captain Berry, and directed to be .the 
adtairal'fl8eCond ahead. The Theseus aceordinglyran past the 
VanguM'd, and hmughtto in her stMiOB. 

At almat 6 P. M. t:ae :admiral made the signal for the fleet to 
fill and stand on. The ships did so, and were 1ftlen ranged i. 
the followiag order: Gdliath, Zealous, Orion, Audacious, The
seus, VangUard, Miaotaur, Defence, Bellerophon, Majestic. 
Leander; With, away at -some distance ,to the northward, the 
Culloden, and, at a still greater distance to the westward, the 
Alexander and Swiftsure, using every exertion to get up. The 
wind still continued to blow from the north-north-west: hence 
the 11 ships standing in line had it on the starboard beam, the 
Culloden nearly astern, and the Alexander and Swiftsure, until 
it changed and beaded them, nearly on the larboard beam. The 
rapidity and precision with which the above 11 ships formed the 
Jine, elicited the admiration of the French; the more so on 
account of the " ~le-mele" state in which the ships had previously 
bore down. SOOn after the British ships had thus formed, they 
hoisted their colours, and subsequently union jacks in several 
parts of the rigging. 

At about - 6 h. 20 m. P. M. the French ships hoisted their 
colours; and the Conquerant. followed by the Guerrier, opened 
her fire upon the Ooliath and Zealous, then in line close to each 
other, and at some distance ahead of their companions. The 
mortars on the island also began throwing shells, but without 
effect. At about 5 h. 30 m. P. M. the Goliath, who, in order to 
keep ahead ofthe Zealous, had been obliged, after taking in her 
topgallantsails, to set them. again, crossed the head of the 
French line, and, pouring a raking broadside into the Guerrier, 
bore up for that ship'. inner bow, where Captain Foley intended 
to take his station; but, the anchor not dropping in time, the 
Goliath ran past the Guerri~r, and did not bring up until 
.abreast of theitmeror 'l&t'board quarter ,Gf the second ship, the 
Conquerant. The Golidh·fllen commenceclawarm action with 

• Williamts 'VCIp8e. ,. tairk often QJUDed." Mr.lames.; fIhe author of 
.. bidt 'WII8;pl'8leDt:. tbelbattle ef.the Nile, ,p.. tlle.foUowing vemen ef this 
..auecxlote. .. Ne1son .hailed Hood, and asked him lf he thouliht there was 
-suftiCient depth of:water for our ships 'between the ene.mr ana: th? shore p." 
* t don"t 'know, ... n:rJIied H1roa, -but 1rith -,ourpemillsloD. I wiIllttmd In 
.,., Irg.- , ' 
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the latter, and occasionally fired few distant shot from her 
foremost starboard guns at the 8eriense frigate and Hercule mor
tar-brig, lying within her. 

The Zealous, following the Goliath in her manreuvre, and 
dropping her anchor in five fathoms, brought up abreast of 
the inner or larboard bow of the Gnerrier; which was precisely 
the position Captain Foley had intended to take. A prompt 
and well-directed broadside, at musket-shot distance, from the 
larboard gnns of the Zealous, brought down by the board, in less 
than five minutes, the Guerrier'g foremast. The sun was at this 
moment sinking into the horizon, and not a British ship, except 
the Goliath and Zealous, had yet fired shot. So auspicious 
a commencement of the attack was greeted with three cheers 
by the whole British fleet. 

This is the period we have selected, for showing the positions 
of the van-ships of the two fleets, as well as the courses by 
which those of the British fleet steered into their places. 
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\~ Va:ng, 

Th~ Orion fonowed next; and, after firing in passing at the 
Gnemer, rounded the stem or starboard quarter of the Zealous, 
and ran along the same side of the latter and of the Goliath 
success~vely. The Audacious and Theseus, in the mean .while, 
by takIng rather a shorter course than tbeOrion, arrived at 
their stations before her. The first, steering for the opening 
between the Guerrier and Conquerant, dropped her small bower 
and brought up within about 70 yards of the latter ship's 
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bows;. into which the Audacious poured a well-directed dis-· 
charge from her larboard guns. The Audacious, soon after
wards, swang round, head to wind, and came to again within 
about 50 yards of the Conquerant's larboard side, and rather 
upon the French ship's inner bow. 

Steering close ahead of the Guerrier, and within the Zealous 
and Goliath successively, into whose respective opponents she 
fired in passing, the Theseus anchored by the stern in a line 
ahead of tbe Goliath, and abreast of, and at tbe distance of about 
300 yards from, the Spartiate. Almost immediately after the· 
Theseus had thus placed herself, the Orion, retarded by the 
circuit she had made, passed the latter ship's starboard, or, in 
reference to the French line, outer side, with the intention, we 
suppose, of' bringing up abreast of the A9.uiJon, the fourth ship 
from the French van; but, the Serieuse fflgate, at anchor consi
derably beyond the track of the Orion, openins her fire, the 74's 
starboard guns were brought to bear upon this unworthy anta
gonist, and discharged With so good an effect, as besides dis
masting her so to shatter her hull, that, after cutting her cables 
and drifting further upon the shoal, the frigate sank. Fortu
nately for Captain Martin and his men, a part of the upper 
works of the Serieuse remained above water. Having done this, 
the Orion dropped her anchor, and, veering away, brought up 
head to wind nearly in a line with the Theseus, and abreast, or 
a little abaft the beam, of the Peuple-Souverain; but unavoid
ably, on account of her deviation to follow up the Serieuse, at 
so great a distance, that her aftermost guns occasionally played 
upon the larboard bow of' the Franklin. 

The rear-admiral had judiciously resolved, as already in part 
stated, to complete the capture or destruction of the French van
ships, ere he made any serious attempt upon the ships in the 
rear; being well aware that these, from their leeward position, 
would be unable to afford any immediate support to the former. 
As the first step in the execution of this plan, the Vanguard 
edged away towards the outer side <if the French line, exposed, 
in passing, to a raking fire from the van; and at 6 h. 40 m., a 
few minutes after the· Theseus had taken up her position, 
anchored within about 80 yards of the Spartiate's starboard 
beam. The Minotaur, anchoring five minutes afterwards next 
ahead of the Vanguard, found herself opposed to the Aquilon; 
and the Defence, still preserving the outer line, brought up, at 
about 7 p. M., abreast of the Peuple-Souverain. The Bellero
phon and Majestic, following next ID succession,!assed on, with 
the intention of attacking the enemy's centI'e an rear. 

In order to lessen the confusion of a night-attack, and prevent 
the British vessels from firing into each other, every ship had 
been directed to hoist at her mlzen peak four lights horizontally; 
and the fleet also went into action with the white or St.-George's 
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ensign, the red cross in fine centre M which rendered it easily 
distinguishable, in the darkest night, ffCi)lll. the bi-coloved tag 
of the enemy. At about 7 P.II., or soon afterwards, the lights 
made their appearance throughoc the fleet; aDd it was neariy 
at the same tIme that the Bellerophcm dropped her stem..anebor 
110 as to brillg up abreast, instead of on tbe- oow, of the French 
three-decker. fn a 'Very few minutes afterwatds tbe Majestic. 
brought up abreast of the Tonnant, and soon lost her captain ~ 
that ship's heavy fire. Having thus placed at ueoor and in JWt 
action 10 British and seven French. ships, we will now ReORl

mence with the head of the French be, and detail, as far as 
we are able, the operations- that led to the victory which 1rath 
since given 80 much celebrity to the shoTes olan unknown ba,.. 

The Guerrier, receiving a raking broadside in paesing fi'om tile 
-Orion and Theseus, and a succession of mking broadsidft Dum. 
the Zealous, who bad stationed herself 80 jucRciollsly, I~t, 
within 10 minutes after the fall of her foreDl8llt, bel' two remain
ing masts; and this without being able to bring gun eaough 
10 bear, to fall even a topgallantmast of the ship that was- 80-
annoying her. The safe position of the Zealous was partly 
the cause of this; and anotner cause existed in the unprepared: 
state of the French ships on the supposed unassailable, side~ 
even admitting that, by the use of her springs, the Guerrier 
could have brought her larboard guns to bear. After pou1'iog 
I!Ieveral more unrequited broadsides ioto his dismasted aa .... 
g0l!ist~ Captain Hood hailed again a!ld .again to know if the 
Guemer would surrender. No answer bemg retumed-, the wGrk 
of slaughter went on, the eanister and musketry from the 
Zealous driving the Frenchmen from the upper part of their ship; 
but the Guerrier continued to fire her stern-chasers occasioully 
at the Goliath and Audacious, who were assailing her in that 
direction:. At a few minutes past 9 p. Ill., tired of killiag men iD. 
this way, Captain Hood sent his first lie1l.tenant on lroard the 
French ship, to ask leave to hoist a light and hlnl'l it down, lIS 

a signal of. su bmission. This was done, and the GuemeF became 
the prize of the Zealous. 
- The Guemer's bowsprit and the whole of her head were shot 
away, and the two anchors on her bows each cut Hr two. Both 
bows, particularly the larboard one, were mtteh shattered; and, 
from the latter to the gangway, her maindeek ports were nearly 
in one, and her gunwale in that part totally cut away. This 
had caused two of her mainded beams to faU upoa her guns; 
a,nd, most of the masts, having fallen in-board, lay with the 
nggmg, over the dead and wounded of the crew. Yet the 
Guerrier"s cable remained uncut, and still held: lIer fast. Her 
loss, in killed and weunded together, -was estimated at more 
than half her' eomplement, er from 350 to 400 men; whenas 
the loss on board the Zealous ~moooted to 80 more diaD seftll 
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Btea woODlied., aud the ship was quite as ~t in her Dl88ts, 
and nearly se in .er rigging-. as .. Ilea, three; bouTs befOre,'
had COIBID8IlCed the. engagement. 

The ()ClIl~, besides reeeiviDg a postioa of the fire. from. 
;the. ships that ran by ber~ and a very warm me from the quarts-. 
gaas of the 1'heseus. fouod two steady opponents in the Goliala. 
~ Aadacio_, the 1atier, for a while, in a rakiug position. At: 
the ena of 10 er 12 minutes, after ha.ving, by the uitedi me or 
two _ps. apoa whom, from the pesi.tiom& they had take~ she 
was nable to llesiow a suitable. retum, had her fore: aod mi_. 
masts shot away, and her mainmast left. in the act of'taIling, tha· 
-ccmquerant hanled down ker flag. Tbie ship appeus to have 
8een tile fi_ that. str~k; but still, 'Deiag entirely disabled, she 
auld. ha. resisted DO lwger. Her loa& in killed. aad. wounded 
we &le unable to enuaaerate; bu.t it is stated to haft been Dearly 
U _Yen as that of the Guerrie~, including among the wounded. 
Iller commander, M. Dalbarade. Of the COI'lquerant's twO· 
priacip.t Gppoaeats~ the. G0liatlD. W sllli'ered the most;. having 
Jaad nearly the whole of her main and mizen rigging shot away,. 
and all her masts badly wounded. The loss on board the: 
Geliatlt was also seure,amounting to 21 killed and 41 wo_ed. 
"lhe fOre aDd maiD masts and main topmast of the Audacious 
were eonDIerably inJured; but her loss, owing to her secure 
position on the larboard bow-ofh.e! principal opponent, was only 
.cme killed and 35 (an ulUISllally large proportion) wounded. 

The Spartiate, after sustaining the direct fire of the Theseus. 
_til tire Vanguard's position obliged that ship to drop a. little. 
ftrther dGWD the line, found herself assailed, on the. starboard. 
.side~ by the wllole broalilside force of the Vamguard, and by ~ 
.oe£aSiouJ. tire OIl the quarter, from the aftermost guns of the. 
Minotaor-. Subsequently, too~ OD the Conquerant's surrender., 
the: Spartia~ became exposeGl, on her larboard bow, to a fire 
from the quarter gans of the Audacious. Thus stm'08Dded by 
£.s, the Spartiate's masts did not long remtiD standiDg, and her 
ClQIoms came down nearly at the same time as the Guerrier's. 
light. A, the onset of the aUack upon her, the Spartiate had 
foum all aWe seCOlld astern in the Aquilon; who, from the 
slanting pesition. she had obtained by sp~ing her br09.dside~ 
(ha.ving no opponent to occupy her attentIOn 0111. the larboud 
side),had succ~d in raking the Vanguard with destrucme 
eiFeet,. until the. Mmotaur crippled the Aquilon's means of 
8Dltoyance. With two suck opponents as the Spartiate and 
~uilon 'upon her, the Vanguard's damages might well be 
:fIIenOlIS; and, altllA!lugh none of her masts feU over the side, they 
WRe all badly wounded. The loss on boo.rd the Vanguard was 
proportionably severe, amounting to 30 killed and 16 wounded,. 
_ that of the Spaniua,. the Vang1l1arc1's prinei:pal oppoaent. 
ahlIough we are una.We to _te the amount, was. still more severe. 
iDcludiDg among the bad." wouncled Captain Emeriw.il. 
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'The Aquilon, assailed from. without the line by the powerful 
'broadsides of the Minotaur (the only ship in the two Beets that, 
for an upper battery, had a tier of 32-pounder carronades), and 
from wiiliin by the occasional fire of the Theseus, was soon re
duced to the dismasted state of her three companions ahead; 
and was compelled, at about 9 h. 25 m. P. M., to follow their ex
ample, with a loss nearly, if not quite as severe, including among 
the killed her commander, M. Thevenard. The Minotaur, the 
Aquilon's principal opponent, had 23 killed and 64 wounded; 
ana the Theseus, with whom she was only partially engaged, 
had five killed and 30 wounded. . 

The Peuple-Souverain, by the close and animated fire of the 
Defence, also by a succession of raking broadsides from the 
Orion, as the latter lay on the Peuple-Souverain's inner quarter, 
having lost her fore and main masts, and become in other respects 
greatly disabled, parted her cable and dropped out of the line, 
reanchoring abreast of, and at about 400 yards distant from, the 
Orient, with, including her captain among the wounded, a severe 
loss, but which, as in most of the other cases, we are unable to 
enumerate. 

The loss sustained by the Peuple-Souverain's outside opponent, 
the Defence, was only four killed and 11 wounded; while that of 
the Orion, the fOl'mer's opponent within the line, amounted to 13 
killed and 29 wounded. The Orion had her fore and mizen 
masts shot through in several places, and her yards and rigging
greatly disabled. The ship had also a narrow escape from a 
more imminent danger. In the heat of the action a fire-raft, re
presented as the Guerrier's launch filled with combustibles, came 
drifting down with the tide, which runs here at a great rate. 
The Orion's stem-boat having been shot away, and no means· 
existing to get another boat out for the purpose of towing the 
raft clear. of the ship, preparations were made to boom off the 
'UDwelcolpe visiter and sink it by pigs of ballast; but, fortunately, 
the raft passed clear of the larboard bow by -about 25 yards. 
Just as tile Peuple-Souverain had driven from the line and ceased 
firing, the fore topmast of the Defence fell over her side; and 
her three lower masts, as well as bowsJ,>rit, were much injured. 
• The Bellerophon soon found her station a hotter one than she 
eould bear. At about 7 h. 50 m. her mizenmast was shot away;; 
and, in a few minutes afterwards, the mainmast fell on the star
board side of the forecastle. Some combustible materials dis
c:harged from the Orient had also set the ship on fire in several 
places, but the crew succeeded in extinguishing the Bames. At 
about 8 h. 20 m. P. M., being entirely disabled, the Bellerophon: 
eut -her stem cable, and, setting her spritsail, wore clear of the 
powelful three-decker to whose· fire she had so long been ex-
posed. Scarcely had the Bellerophon filled her fore topsail and 
dr:opped her foresail, than her shattered foremast, unable to hear 
the weight, fell over her larboard bow. In drifting along the.: 
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rear oC the French line, the Bellerophon received a broadside' 
from the Tonnant, and a few distant shots from the Heureux. 
The' Bellerophon's loss, therefore, might well amount to 49 killed. 
and 148 wounded. 

The Majestic had brought up under the guns of an opponent 
that, although nominally a two-decker, was more than a match 
for a British 98. In less than half an hour after she had com
menced action with the Tonnant, the Majestic lost her captain 
by a musket-ball, a proof that this pair of combatants were not 
far asunder. The command of the Majestic, on the death of her 
captain, devolved upon her first lieutenant, Robert Cuthbert; 
who continued. to fight the ship in the most gal1ant manner. At 
about 8 h. 30 m., finding she was drifting athwart the hawse of 
the Heureux, the Majestic slipped her stem cable. and, letting 
go her best bower, brought up liead to wind; having the Heureux 
on her. starboard quarter, and shortly afterwards, when in con
sequence of the accident that befel the Orient the Tonnant cut. 
or slip}>«ld her cable, having also the latter ship on her larboard 
'bow. Here we will leave the Majestic, while we attend to the 
three fresh ships, which, a few minutes previous, had reached 
the scene oC action • 

. Just as the Alexander and Swiftsure had got nearly abreast of 
Aboukir island, and expected soon to be round the reef that lies 
off its north-eastem extremity, the wind shifted from north-north
west to. north. The Alexander, being on the lee bow of her 
consort, wal obl~ to tack. This gave the Swiftsure the lead,. 
and no time was lost in taking advantage of it. Fortunately for 
these two ships, but unCortunately for the Culloden, the latter, 
just a quarter of an hour after the action had commenced, had 
stuck fast on the reef off the island. The signals oC the Culloden 
were now a warning to her two friends; and these, as they suc
cessively came up, rounded the shoal in safety. . 

At a few minutes past 8 P. M., having found, amidst the pre-· 
vailing darkness. a sure beacon in the flashes of the guns oC the 
combatants, the Swiftsure came up with a dismasted ship, WIth
out light or colours, quitting the scene of slaughter. On the 
supposition that she was an enemy, the Swiftsure was just about 
to pour in a broadside, when Captain Hallowell hailed, and was 
repaid for his considerateness by the immediate reply, "Bel-

. lerophon, going out of action disabled." Instantly the stern
anchor was let go, and the Swiftsure, without at the time, from 
the smoke and darkness, exactly knowing where, brought up 
about half a ship's length astern of the spot which the Belle
rophon had just quitted. As soon as she had clewed up (but 
not, we should suppose, for the sake of her mell's lives, 
" furled"·) her sails, the Swiftsure opened a heavy fire, with 
her foremost guns, at the distance of about 200 yards, upon the 

• BrentoD, TOLi~, p. 811. 
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atarboard bow' of the €MOD, ad her af'1MaOllt SIeII, lit a ..... 
what greater Wstaaace, 1i1pOD: tlte same quuter of tdIe Fftaklia;: 
wpOD. whO&e larl!Jgard bow" the l.eander, keepiag aader wa~ ill 
tile vacant space left by the Peuple-Souverain, wbeD • qaitted. 
the liae: (and to _ch the Leander 1Iad hat Jel:leDtly arriv~. on 
accoat of her detention by the CuWoSen), was poariag ill a '
with. seueely the possibility of a Ntura. As a proof that tile 
Le8llder, in tlie. J>OSitiODSfle laad thustalea. wulNl8t~ 
eo-opemtiJag lrith her more p0wenUl frieDds m Briagillg tire 
'business CJf' the day to a concluswlI) we 'loot&. hill a Frenck 
account of the hattle the followi~ ~: " De.cette~" 
tolls lea, bouleta. du l.eader: ~1, n'atteignai&t pas le FJaIIlklia 
allaient a bard de fOrient, du TODJI8IDt, oa d'aa des wissaax 
plus en arrre~."'" Sltortly aftenrards. the AJaaD,)e~ emUag 
.pidly lIP~ passed through the wide opeuing wlrtick the dmiag 
ef the ToonaDt had left, and dropped her' btw-ucher 80 as to 
open her swboud broadside direcOyOll the French tJaree
deeker's larboard quarter~ 

Until the Leander took l1p a position to· mask the '" of tile 
Orion, the latter had: been cannomading t" Franklin; and tile 
Minotaur had also found opportunities to 'bestow • rew- slaots 
upon that noble two-deckev. Bnt, BiDee the Peupl~u.w:rain. 
had quitted the line, the FranlUie. had fond a JD.OIe uneagap 
opponent in the DefenCle; when, suddenly, U1 event ~~ 
which struck botJa sides with awe, &Dd .uspeJld~ for a w~ 
the hostile operatiOns of the two Beets. It was. at tl •• )I., fir .. 

few mute. after, that the Swifts1lle'S~Clple perceived a fireoa 
boanl of the 01lient; and whie~ as it maeased,. ~ntly hrDR 
the appearanee of being in. the sbip~s am.en chains. It was" ia 
fact, on the poop deck and in the adminl's calli.;. and in: cauae 
-.re shall hereafter endeavOl1'J to expla.in. As many: of the Swifh
sure's guns as could: be br<mght to bear were cpIickly diJeCted 
te the intlamed spat, with, a& was soon Hident, dreadful 
precision. 
. After spreading along the decks, and ascendiag tile rigging" 

with terrific and uncontrollable rapidity, the t.mes "ached the· 
fatal spot; and, at about l() P.l!IL, the Orient Wew ap, with a 
most tremendous explosion. Any description of the awful seene 
would fall fa:r short: we shall tbel'erore. conDne o1l'l'Selves to the 
effect it produced upon the adjacent ships. The Alexaader, 
Swiftsnre, and arion, as the three nearest, had ma.cle M'ery pre
paration for the event; _ch as closiDg tJam ports and hatch
ways, removing from the decks all eombustibl;e materials, and 
having ready with buckets a numerous body of _men. The. 
vibration shook th& shiptl to. their kel.soas, opeDecl tbeir seams:,. 
and, in other respects, did them considerable injury. TIle 
ftaming mass, except two large pieces of the wreck wha 

• Victokes et ~ tIIIIIie is., p.92. 
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mpped,. bat witIaout any evil eensequences, into her fore aacl 
.-m 1I9plf) iew over tae Swiftsure, as was, wisely: coDjectu.red 
Ity bev eamrumd-er, when l1J'~ to attempt mmriog fufther oWe 
A part aim feU OIl bearcl of the AleJlall.der, who la, at a some
what gteaIler diRmce from the Orient, aDd npOO; her ~e quarte.; 
a port-fire setting her main-royal in flames, and some splinters, 
aer jib. In. both cases . the crew extinguished: the Bames, but 
ut witltcmt C1I.ttmg a~ the jill-boom aDd spritsail-yard. With 
dte.lit:lIJ,e air. of wind whid! the eanaouade, and tile more mighty 
CGMussioa tbt interrupte& it, had left, tRe Alexll1IJ.der then 
G~f to a safer aistance. Among tile French ships, the 
P in teeeived the pater share of the Owient's wreck: ha 
4iecks were covered with red-hot seams, pieceS' of timber, and 
nmDlg ropes; sbeocaaght me, but· sacceeded: in e~nguishing 
it. The 'FonDUrt had, just before the exp1bsion, cut Ol" sliipped 
Iter cable, aDd dropped clear' of the boming wreck. The 
Hellreux and Mercure, attbough too far oft' to be in.jllred, had 
_ne the same. 

Either amazement at what Iilllfl happened, ()1! a stroBg feeling 
toWaMa self-preserfttion, or both causes ooitedi, made it fUll ten 
minutes ere a: gun was again fired on either side. By this time, 
too, the wiodI, as if just recovering ttOln tile trance into which 
all nat1lTe Md beell huhed by the catastrophe, fresheBed up; 
ana, as it l'\lfBed the sllil'face ef the water, and rattled among the 
ngging of theships~ reanimated the half-bewmbed faculties of 
the. combatants. The French ship FrIl1\I.klin, although disabled 
in most of hel' gunsy was .the first to recommence hostilities: she 
4Ipeoed It me from her lo.wer battery upon the Defence and 
SWiftsttte; who, as they lay close on her s-taxboard: bow and 
fluarter, retumled ity particlillarly the Defence, with fun etfect. 
Being without a second either ahead or astern, and having, 
besides tliese two determined opponents~ one or two CJC8er ships 
in commaading positiens on her opposite bow and quarter, the 
Pranklm waited until her main and mizen masts came down by 
the baud;: ami then, having scarcely a gun to cannona<fe with, 
ami being Jeduced by loss in the aetion to less t!tan half of her 
cntplement, struck her c0101lCS. 

It was now midnight, and the Tonnant was the only Freneh 
sJU;p whose gUDS continued in active play. Her shot gave great 
annoyance to the Swiftsure, particularly as the }a,tter~ owing to 
tile pat~on of the Alexander, could make little or BO· retlll'D; 
but the Majestie had been the principal opponent of taat formid
able Frneh ship. At, about 3 lie M. on the 2d, the hea.vy aru:l 
uuremitting fire of the Tonnant brought down, by the board, the 
!hjestie"s main: and aMen masts; but, shortly afterwards, the 
TGIImallt,herselfhad her thtree masts shot away, eqoally c1ese to 
the deck. The wreck of these compelled her to cease fiirisg', but 
failed in inducing her to strike: the TonneDt had, indee~,. by 
weriDg hs ca.bte, driYen so far to leewartl f)' he.r second poBltlOD, 

Digitized by Google 



172 BRITISH AND FRENCH FLEETS. 1798. 

as to have now no opponent near enough to put her resolution 
to a trial. The Heureux and Mercure, also, having, as already 
stated, withdrawn from the line, had left ample room for the 
Tonnant to take up a station ahead of the Guillaumt>-Tell and the 
two French ships in her rear. This the Tonnant did; and a 
second interval of silence ensued. 

At 4 A. M., which was just as the day broke, the firing recom
menced between the Tonnant, GuiJIaume-Tell, Genereux, and 
Timoloon, on the one side, and the Alexander and crippled Ma- . 
iestic on the other. This soon brought to the spot the Theseus· 
and Goliath. Sbortly after these ships had dropped their 
anchors the French frigate Artemise fired a broadside at the . 
Theseus, and then struck her colours. A boat from the latter 
immediately proceeded to take possession; 15ut the frigate was 
discovered to be on fire, and soon afterwards blew up. In the 
mean time the four French line-of-battle ships, and the two re
maining frigates inside of them, kept dropping to leeward; so 
as, presently, to be almost out of gun-shot of the few British 
ships that had anchored to attack them. 

At about 6 A. M. the Zealous, Goliath, and Tbeseus, got under' 
way by signal; and soon afterwards the Zealous, in running 
down from the head of the bay, was directed by signal to chase 
the Justice French frigate; which, in compliance with the 
orders of Rear-admiral Villeneuve, was on her way to the 
Bellerophon, at anchor at the bottom of the bay, and supposed 
to be on shore, for the purpose of summonioO' the 74 to sur
render. In the mean time the Goliatb and Theseus, accom
panied by the Alexander and Leander, stood towards the H eureux 
and Mercure; who, on quitting the line, had first anchored con
siderably within it, and had then run themselves on shore to the 
southward of the bay. These ships, after the intercHange of a 
few distant shot, struck their colours; the Heureux first, then 
the Mercure. The latter was afterwards taken possession of by 
the Alexander, and the former by ODe of the other ships. On 
discov~ng the object of the Zealous, the Justice gave up her 
design upon the Bellerophon (who was ~etting ready to give her 
a suitable reception), and returned to the cluster of ships from 
among which she had made sail. The Zealous thereupon, by 
signal from the admiral, bore away to join the Bellerophon, and 
protect her from further molestation. 

At about 11 A. M. the absence of the Goliath, Tbeseus, and 
Alexander, afforded to the Genereux and Guillaume-Tell, and 
the two frigates Justice and Diane, an opportunity to get under 
way and make sail to the north-east. The Timoleon, being too 
far to leeward to fetch clear, had run herself on shore, losing 
her foremast by the shock. The four other ships now hauled 
close on the larboard tack; and immediately the Zealous, who 
from the course she was steering happened to be the nearest 
British ship, hauled close on the same tack, with the bold in- • 
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tention of bringing this French 80 and 74 and two heavy frigates 
to action, and, if possible, of retarding their progress until some 
of her friends should come to her assistance; or, at all events, 
in the hope of so crippling one of the French ships, as to dis
able her at least from working out of the bay. The Zealous 
,weathered the four fugitives within musket-shot, and obliged 
,them to bear away to avoid being raked; but received in return 
a very destructive fire to her rigging and sails. Through her 
mainsail alone upwards of 40 round shot had passed; and yet 
no other loss was sustained by her, than one ,man, who had been 
slightly wounded by the Guerricr, killed, and one wounded. 
,While the Zealous was endeavouring to get about in time to cut 
off the rearmost frigate, the former's signal of recal was made; 
and the French ships stretching on, effected their escape. For 
his gallantry upon this occasion, Captain Hood received the 
,warm acknowledgments of the commander-in-chief. 

Of the 13 French ships of the line, one had perished in the 
Bames, eight had surrendered, and two had escaped; and of the 
remaining two, one, the Timoleon, was on shore with her colours 
Bying, the other, the Tonnant, having 'had her second cable cut 

,by the fire of -the Alexander, lay about two miles from the Timo-
,Ilion, a mere wreck, but also with her colours up, which were 
Bying on the stump of her mainmast. Things remained in 
·this state until the morning of the following day, the 3d; 
.when the Theseus and Leander approached, and stationed 
themselves near the Tonnant. All further resistance being ut-
terly hopeless, the latter hauled down her ensign: and, on re
placing it with a Rag of truce, was taken possession of by a 
boat ,from the Theseui. The principal part of the crew of the 
Timoleoo had,' during the preceding mght, escaped on 'shore. 
The remainder, at about noon on the 3d, set fire to their ship; 
which, exploding soon afterwards, made the eleventh line-of
battle ship lost to the French by, in their nomenclature, the 
battle of Aboukir, " le combat d' Aboukir ," but as the conquerors 

. have named it, the battle of the Nile. 
The damages sustained. by the British ships were chiefly con

fined to their masts and rigging. The Bellerophon was the only 
ship entirely dismasted, and th~ Majestic the only one, besides 
her, that had lost any lower,mast. The Defence had lost her 
fore topmast, and the Alexander her mizen topmast, and her fore 

,and main topgallantmasts; and on the 3d, at 6 P. M., the latter's 
main topmast, from the wounds it had received, fell over the top, 
as on the same morning, had the main topmast of the Goliath. 

, The lower masts, yards, and bowsprits of all the ships that had 
been engaged, were more or less damaged by shot. The Van-

. guard, it will be recollected, went into action with a jury fore
,mast. The BeIJerophon'shull was in a ,very shattered state. One 
of the carronades on her poop was broken to pieces. Seven of 
the quarterdeck guns were entirely disabled; as were six of the 
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second,.and two of the first or lowerdeck gnu; uul tbegreater 
p&1It of her hammocks were more or less·oat., TIle V.aapard hd. 
been struck very heav-ily by shot on ller starboard »w; and the 
Swiftsure, as she was bearing dowD to engage, received .in hEll" 
larboar.d bow, sevenl feet below the water-mark, a sllot from the 
Tonn"nt, which. in spite of the CGDStaDt use of the ehaia-opumps~ 
kept four feet water ID the hCilld from the COJllmeJloeJAeat to the 
end of the action. The TheseilS was also hulled, in more thaa 
'10 plaoe~; and the Majestic was nearly in as sbaUemed t state 
as the BeUerophon. , 

The loss of the British was, iD tlle aggregate, tolerably &eVeR!.. 
We have enumerated the loss -GD board most u the ships. We 
will now, taking the ships in the order in which tltey ad:vaooed .. 
the attack, give a more detailed account. TJae Goliath had one 
master's ma.te(William Davie~),onemidsbipman(:AndrewBmwn). 
12 seamen, and. SEW.en marines killed, ooe lieoiellaDt (W.i1liam. 
Wilkin80D), two midshipmen (Lawrenee GraveHDd.James PayBe)~ 
her schoolmastel-, 28 seamen, and nine marines W0UDCilec1; the 
Zealous, one seaman killed, and seven wOWlcled; the Orioo., OBe 

c~ptain's clerk, 11 seamen, and. one marine killed, her.ca,pt~ iIhe 
ooatswain{Peter Sa(ller), three midabipmen (P'hilip Richardscm, 
Charles Miell, and --Lanfesty), nme sea~&nd two marines 
wounded; the Audacious, one seamu. killed, ..-eJieutewmtc(Joba 
Jeans), her gUBner,31 seameD, aad. two marines weuRtied; the 
Theseus, five seamen killed, one lieutenut (RicBard Hawkius)~ 
24 seamen, and five marines wounded; tIile Va.uguaM,ller.c&ptain 
ofmarines (William Faddy), two midsllipmen·(ThomasSeymour 
and lohnGeorge Taylor), 20 seamen, and seven. lIlarines killed, the 
rear-admiral, by a contusion in the head, but not ~orted), two 
lieutenants (Nathaniel V 88saIl and J()hnMiUer Adye), theadmirars 
secretary (John Campbell), the boatswain (Mr. Austia), two 
midshipmen (James Weatherstonand George Aatrim), 6a seameu~ 
and eight marines wounded; the Minotaur., ODe lieutenaat (John 
G. Kirchner), one master's mate (Peter Walters), 18 seamen, aad 
three marines killed, one lieutenant{Thomas Irw.in), one'lieutenant 
of marines (John J ewell), her &.eCODd. JIlUter (Thomas Forster)~ 
one midsbi~ (Martin Wells), 64 fleamen,aodsix marines 
wounded; -the Defence, three seamen QIld one marine killed, DiDe 
seameD. a.nd two marines woundecl; the BellellOpb., thme lieu
tenants (Robert Savage Daniel, Phili.p Willi ... Launder., ;aad 
George Joliffe),.one master's mate (Thomas Ellison), 32 seameD, 
and 13 marines killed,herca:ptaio, muter (&lwar.d Kirby), cap
tain of marines {John. Hopkil)S), boatswain (M-r. Cha}lllllU,~ CIJE 
midshipman. (Nicholas Bett8Oll), 126 seamen, aad l!1 marines 
woundecl; the Majestic, her captain, cme lDid.lipman (Zebedee 
PGI'd), boatswain (.Andrew Gilmore), 33 seamen, :od 14: mariaes 
kiDed, two midshipmen (Olarlel s-..d aad Charles Royle),_ 
captain'. clerk. (B.o1aert ~), 124 eea .. ., ud .16 BltII'iaes 
wound"; t.M Siriftaure. seven ·eeamen k.iU.ed, ne Ill!icishipIDBll 
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(WiUiam Smitll), 19:seamea, am tmu_riDeS wounded; the Alex
ander, .one tieuteDant <John CoLlins), aDd 13 seamen killed, her 
~ captain er marmes (JOOa Creswe1I), muter (Wmiaa 
Lawson), two midslUpmen (Gecqe Bully and Luk-e Ander8oli~ 
48 seamen, :8Ild five mari.es WOODdeGl; the LeaMer, 14 seamea 
1IVOUDded: making a total of 218 killed, ~ ·678 wounded.'" 

Of the.aamage& sastainec.H!)y the'cBI-ptured French ships, IDG!'e 

details, sclmty Il1I thef are, have already beeR g;ven, thao are 
ClIIJJltaiDed in ay published aoeount. They may now be Soummeci 
up by statiug, tbat tbeGnerrier, Coo<Iueraot, Spa.rtiate, Aquiloa. 
and Tonnant, were oeutirely dismasted, and, in the preseFlt state 
otf .t1aeil- hulk {4lbe two first especially), not 'sea,worthy; and 
tAhe Peuple-Soln.emia Tetained but ber miEenmast, and the 
Fra.nklin;herfaremut, wit11dleir hulls m.got mueh better plight 
tJaan those fli tlaeir :captive rompanioas. As to the Mercure and 
IIemeux, their princ~damages were not from shot, but from 
uuaing on shore. These sbi?s still lay widl topgallant yards 

across, a, t" aliappeamnce, were as ~eot 1UI when tile actian 
commesoed. 

It was ,owisrg., pmbably, to the severe wound which. Rell1"
adminlNelson had receiVed:at the onset.of the battle (.asplin
~ .. Ok mm a little :above his right ()t" darkened eye, causing 
... piece ,at &shto hug over the lid, which was afterwards 
replaced and. seWed .... ), that no account was taken of the loss 
allStaiDed by:the dii'ereJlt ca.pturecl ships. This is perhaps the 
.-ly gelllera1 acticm., besides that of Valentine"s day, 10 which i\O 

important an omission is to be complained of in the official 
deirpatdl. The Uadon newspapers, although they 'sometimes 

• One moreia.the wounded than appears iD the official account, owing W 
the exclusion of the rear-admiral's name. The following table shows at one 
'View each ship's tonnage, complement, loss, and, to the best of our power in 
119 4ifticult·a researCh, first lieutenant preseut iD ihe actin. 

:Men !as. .' 

Bhiplo TOOL, Md First LieuteDaDts. 
Boys.. Ko w. 
--

Goliath ••••••••••• 1604 li84 21 41 George JardiDe. 
'.7aIeUl. ............ 107 i84 I' '.1 WiDiam Henry Weblef. 
Orioa_ ..... _ ... l6Mi 184 ILl 2t lames Barks. A..udaciollll • __ 1624 584 1 aa; Thomas White. 
Tb.eseus _ •••••••• 1'680 584 5' 30. Richard Hawkins. 
Van.,guard ••••••••• 1609 589 80 76 'Edward Galwey. 
·Minotmlr ......... \'718 B34, 28 64 Charles MIIl'!ihSchoniberg. 
j)efimIle .... _. 16G8 M34 4, It B.icbud JOJl'ello 

~hoD_. 1618 S84: 4. 1118 : Ro&lertCathcut;~. 
~c_", 1642 584 50 148 Robert Cuthbert. 
B'WifteuJle ......... 1621 iS4 7 22 John Lev. Waters. 
Alexan.der ••••• "' •• lfil '5M 14 BB John Yule. 
Laider .......... 11m2 ' .. '8 M WiIiaIIl~ 

TdIIl. .lolWUl ?ll81· 1218 6" 
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clear up points of this nature, afforded. in the present instance, 
'but little information, merely stating that, according -to one 
account, the loss amounted to 2000, and, according to another, 
to 5000 men. The latter number, being within 225 of a sweep
ing balance, of" taken, drowned, burnt, and missing," at the 
foot of a loose statem~t of the complements of 19 French ships, 
including the 13 engaged, subjoined to the official letter, may 
be traced to that as its probable source. The origin of the former 
.number is uncertain; but 2000 appears no unreasonable amount 
for the killed and wounded on board nineshi~, eight of which 
were so dreadfully shattered as those in question. . . 

Within the first hour of the action, the French commander-in
chief, Vice-admiralBrueys, while standing on the Orient's poop, re
ceived two wounds, one in the face, and the other in the hand. To
wards 8 P. M., as he was descending to the quarterdeck, a shot cut 
·him almost in two. This brave officer then desired not to be carried 
below, but to be left to die upon deck, exclaiming in a firm voice, 
"Un amiral fran~s doit mourir snr son banc de quart:' He 
survived only a quarter of an hour. Commodore Casa-Bianca 
fell, badly wounded, soon after the admiral had breathed his last. 
What other loss the Orient sustained by the shot of her oppo
nents we are unable to enumerate, but it is represented to have 
been tolerably severe in both officers and men. By the melan
choly event of the ship's explosion, nearly the whole of the 
survivors of her crew perished. How the accident happened 
-has not been clearly explained. The French say, that the men, 
having just done painting the ship's sides, had placed the empty 
and unused oil-jars and ~nt-buckets on the poop, preJlaratory 
to taking them llelow; and that the wadding from the English 
guns fell among and set fire to these jars and buckets. Another 
account states, that the fire was communicated by some of the 
combustible missiles, used. on board of all or most of the French 
ships; the chief of which was a sort of' port-fire or carcass, 
that burnt fiercely under, as well as above water. In support 
of this statement, the French themselves declared that, although 
they threw bucket after bucket of water upon the spot, they 
could not extinguish the Bames. 

The lamentable effects of the accident, however, were but too 
certain. The French say, that aOOut70 were saved by the hoats 
of the British ships. Of those, one lieutenant, one commissary, or 
purser, and. nine men, appear to have got on board the Swift
sure, two men on board tIie Bellerophon, and 16 on board the 
Orion. The Alexander saved some, including Adjutant-general 
Motard, who, although badly wounded in the leg, managed to 
swim on board of her. Rear-admiral Ganteaume found means to 
throw himself into a boat, which carried him on board the Sala
mine brig. From her he reached the fort of Aboukir, and sub
sequently Alexandria. The Salamine afterwards stood out of 
the bay, and joined the squadron of Rear-admiral Villeneuve. 
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Commodore,Casa·Bianca was not so fortnnate. Among the 
two or three accounts given of this officer's death, ~hat to which 
the French attach most credit is, that at the time of the explo
sion he was below having his wound dressed, attended by his 
son, a boy of 10 years of age. 

Of the lO French ships that were at all engaged, the admiral 
of one, and the captains of two, were killed, and six of the 
remaining seven captains, besides Rear-admiral Blanquet, 
wounded. That the captains of the Heureux·and Mercure, who 
participated so slightly In the action, should have been wounded 
at all is extraordinary; but it is still more extraordinary that 
Captain Trullet, whose ship, the Guerrier, was the most shat
tered of any in the two fleets, should have escaped unhurt. This, 
on consideration, may be attributed to the position of the Guer
rier's principal antagonist, the Zealous, whose shot,on that account 
did the most execution in the forepart of the ship. Of the two 
French captains that were killed, one underwent dreadful suffer
ings, and exhibited a correspondent share of heroism, before life 
finally quitted him. Captain Du Petit-Thouars, ofthe Tonnant, 
had first both his arms, and then .one of his legs shot away; 
and his dying commands to his crew were, not to surrender the 
ship. As a memento of this officer's patriotism and bravery, 
Buonaparte ordered one of the principal streets of Cairo to be 
Damed Petit-Thouars, and an armed brig at anchor in the port, 
Tonnant. 

Before we proceed further, it may be necessary that we should 
show, how completely hors de combat the Culloden was placed 
by the accident that had befallen her. At 6 h. 40 m. P. M., 

according to her time, the Culloden, having just before hauled 
up to clear the Leander, and sounded in 11 fathoms, struck on 
the ridge of rocks off the island of Aboukir. At that very moment 
the three masts of the Guerrier were discovered to be down. This 
is so far of consequence as completely to falsify a statement made 
and insisted on by the French writers, that the Culloden took 
the ground at 5li. 15 m. P. M., while leading the British flee' 
into action. One writer, after stating this, adds the following 
in a note: cc Tous les ra~pol'ts anglais s'accol'dent a ne {aire 
echouel' le Culloden qu'apres la nuit close, et a attl'ibuer cet acci
dent 31'0bscurite, tandis qu'il n'est pas un seu} Fl'an~ais present 
au combat d' Aboukir qui. n'affirme que ce vaisseau etait le 
premier de l'esacdre ennemie, et toucha, comme nous le disons, 
a. cinq heures un quart. Cette circonstance est de peu d'import
ance; mais elle pourrait donner la mesure de la croyance a. 
accord er aux bulletins des Anglais, et foumir un echantillon du 
caractere de ce peuple, qui pousse la vanite jusqu'a ne pas 
vouloir avouer qu'un vaisseau britannique puisse, comme un 
autre, s'echouer de jour en entrant dans une b~ie inconnue."· 

VOL. 11. 
• Victoires et Conquetes, tome ix., p. 90. 
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Bestowing no more than a smile upon the writer's clever deduc
.tioos about "the character' of tlie people," we shall endea
vour to explain how this nautical illusion may have happened. 
It will be recollected that, soon after 5 h. 30 m. P. H. (and which 
might easily be 5 h. 15 m. by the French time), and just as. they 
had arrived abreast of the shoal, the leading British ships hove 
to, and many of them changed stations. The ships thus grouped. 
together, as may be seen by any good chart of the spot, coneeal. 
the point of the shoal from the French ileet. The British ileet 
'stands on in a line; and, as the shoal 0t>ens in the rear of that 
line, a ship is discovered sticking on It. To us the mistake 
.~ppears a very natural one; but how are we to convince the 
French writers that we are right, and that they are wrong, when 
they can cast in our teeth, from a respectable English publica
tion, written too by an admiral, the following sentence: "The 
wind was perfectly fair, but unfortunately, in rounding the reet; 
the Culloden, the leading ship, tan aground, and could not be 
got at all into action 1". 

Let us retum to the Culloden. As quickly as ,possible after 
she struck, a stream anchor and cable were placed in the 
launch, and dropped at about a cable's length from the stem, 
in 11 fathoms' water. ' The Mutine now came and anchored 
within 500 yards of the Culloden, in six fathoms, in order to 
afford every assistance in her power. To do thi~ more effectualIJ 
Captain Hardy ran out two cables, firmly clinched together; 
and, joining a third, veered away until the brig was near the 
Culloden. The Mutine then let go another anchor, and, slip
ping the third cable'lassed the end of it on board the 704. 
The swell, which ha greatly increased, made the Culloden 
strike so hard, that her cable parted, her rudder was knocked 
off and sank alongside, and the ship made three feet of water 
an hour. However, on the 2d. before 2 A. K., after striki~ 
several times very heavily, the Culloden hauled herself oft' the 
rocks by the Mutine's cable, and then made seven feet water, 
or 120 tons, an hour. A sail was afterwards thrummed, and 
put under the ship's bottom; and on the morning of the 3d a 
spare topmast was converted into, and hung as, a temporary 
rudder. 

Having thus made it clear that, for any part she took in the 
battle of the 1st and 2d of August, the CuUoden might as well 
have been at anchor in Naples bay, as on shore at one extremity 
of Aboukir bay, we shall now present a general view of the 
force of the contending parties. Of the 13 ships that remain, 
after excludin~ the Culloden, one was not only no line-of-battle 
ship, but a shIp decidedly unable to lay alongside of any ship in 
the opposite line; yet, as it would be paying a very poor com",: 

• Ekins's Naval Battles, p. 237. 
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pJiment to the Leander's meritorious exertions, to consider that 
they were wholly without effect, we shall readily inclllde her 88 
~ne of the contending ships. Hence the British had twelYe 
"14-gun ships and one 50; the French one l~, three 80, and 
une 74-gun ships: the latter had, also, four frigates; two brigs, 
aDd some bomb-vessels and gun-boats; the former, but one 
.olitary brig. The armaments of French and English shiJ»s of 
the line have been so often adverted to in these pages, that there 
o will be DO occasion to analyse the force of every ship of the two 
fleets. It may suffice to state, that a French l2O.:gun ship is 
fully equal to two British 74s, three French BOs to five of tliem. 
-especially of the IS-pounder class, of which all that were present 
in this battle consiated, and nine French 74s to at least ten of 
the English 745 last described. With respect to the crews of 
the French ships, it has been stated, that each ship, when the 
action commenced, had a water-party on shore; but the same 
accounts that furnish this fact, supply us with another, namely, 
that a part of the absent men got back to their ships, and that 
the four frigates, whose united crews were at least 1300 men, 
had received orders to send a portion of their people to the line
~f-battle ships. Moreover the head-money certificates, authen
ticated in the usual way, give the French ships their established 
complements; and among the prisoners were actually found 
8everal masters, pilots, and others. belonging to the numerous 
Beet of tl'Ul8~rts at anchor near Rosetta and in the harbour of 
Alexandria. On the other hand, none of the British ships were 
ever manned; and some, we believe, had not their complements 
()D board; what is extraordinary, too, the worst manned ship in 
the British fleet was that commanded by the admiral. The 
Vanguard had only been commissioned in the preceding Decem
ber; and her ship's company, although instinctively brave, were 
DeW and inexpenenced. 

Even the presenee of the Culloden in the action would still 
o have left a preponderance, if not in number of ships, in number 
oC)f m~ and in broadside weight of metal. With the Culloden 
excluded, the superiority of force was more than requisite to rank 
the victory of the Nile among the most brilliant of those achieve
ments so familiar to the British navy. If any allowance is called. 
for, because the French ships were conquered in detail, and that 
by a decided superiority offorce, we may answer, that the same 
c>ccurs in most general actions; thkt, in the present instance, the 
danger of a cross-fire, from which several of the British ships 
undoubtedly suffered, as well as that of grounding on the inner' 
shoal, not an officer or man in the British fleet having ever before 
been in the bay and the only chart in the fleet being a roughly 
sketched one which the Swiftsure had recently taken out of a 
prize, were nearly equivalent to the advantage of doubling the 
van of the line. Moreover, had the six French rear-ships, the 
moment they saw the manceuvre that was about to be practised 

02 
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on their friends in the van, got under way and stood out, they 
would have found full employment for the five or six British . 
ships that had not yet got into action: they would, undoubtedly, 
l1ave captured the Culloden, and prevented the Alexander and 
.swiftsure from entering the bay. Had those six French ships 
weighed at any time before 7 P.M., they might, with the wind 
as it then was, have made a good stretch out of the bay, and, by 
tacking when the wind, as it soon afterwards did, shifted to 
north, might have stood for the van of their line with their yards 
nearly square. 

Undoubtedly the sad accident which befel the three-decker 
gave a decided turn to the action; but it should be recollected 
that the Orient, before she exploded, had, according to the 
French accounts, sustained a very serious loss in officers and 
men; that five French ships had already struck; and that two 
others, the Franklin and Tonnant, were nearly in a defenceless 
atate' It has been stated, we are aware, that the Orient herself 
hauled down her colours before she blew up;1ff but no such oc
currence happened. The Orient's flag at the main was, by 
several of the British ships, seen in its place when the masts 
were thrown into the air; and, until that flag was struck, there 
could have been no surrender. Moreover the men fired from the 
ship's lowerdeck battery, until they were driven from their 
quart~rs by the flames, and until some time after the S wiftsure 
and Alexander had ceased firing, to prepare for the explosion 
that ensued. . 

With respect to the behaviour of the French, nothing could be 
more gallant than the defence made by each of the six van-ships, 
by the Orient in the centre, and by the Tonnant in the rear. 
TheHeureux and Mercure appearto have been rather precipitate 
in running themselves on shore; but the flaming body, that lay 
ready to explode ahead and to windward of them, justified them 
in quitting the line. Nor was it the least happy circumstance 
attending the battle of the Nile, that there was no complaint Of 
individual misconduct to diminish the lustre of the victory. The 
Prench writers, as usual, multiplied the English ships in number 
and force; but the sober-minded part of the community knew 
well the near equality of the two fleets, and appreciated the un
fortunate result of the battle as fairly as could be expected, 
-where so many fine ships, and so much national glory, had 
been lost. 

We will now hasten to acquit ourselves of the unpleasant task 
of noticing a few inaccuracies, that have crept into some English 
ad foreign accounts of this celebrated action. One writer, after 

• Clarke and M'Arthur's Life of Nelson, p. 81, and at p. 93, is the following 
-paragraph: "He (Sir Horatio) also informed Mr.Wyndham, that l'Orient cer
tainly struck her colours, and had not fired a shot for a quarter of an hour before 
she took fire." 
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stating that the French fleet" was moored in a comfact line,"· 
tells his readers, that the line occupied " an extent 0 about two 
miles and a half, leaving a space of two hundred and fifty or 
three hundred yards from one ship to the other. This distance, 
proceeds the writer, "was too great." Assuredly it was too 
great, and so was the real distance, 160 yards: for that very 
reason, too, the French fleet was not "moored in a compact 
line." The word "moored" does not seem to be appropriately 
used. " At single anchor, with springs on their cables," is an 
ex:pression that accords more with the fact. Unfortunately, the 
wnter who uses this expression is the same that committed the 
mistake about the Culloden; the same, in whose work appears 
the following piece of extraordinary information: "Lord Nelson 
remarked. at a subsequent period, that he had committed one 
great error; namely, by not having directed the ships to heave 
dose to their anchors, and then to have cut (the cables) instead 
of weighing them; as in stowing their anchors, the navigation 
being so intricate and shallow, two of his ships grounded."t 
This, to be sure. is contained in a" note," but that note actually 
forms a J>aTt of the text: indeed, the work is almost wholly made 
up of" NOTES," "REMARKS," and" OBSERVATIONS." Had 
the attack upon Copenhagen by Lord Nelson in the year 1801 
been one of the nava1 battles noticed by the writer, it is probable 
he would have found where it was that the rear-admiral had to 
complain, that two of his ships ~rounded, for the want of the 
precaution of cutting, instead of weIghing, their anchors. 
, A French writer, because he is displeased with a highly ex
aggerated comparison between the force of the Bellerophon and 
that of the Orient, contained in " Clarke and M'Artbur's Life of 
Nelson," begins his refutation of the nonsense in this very liberal 
manner: "Les Anglais, celui E8ut~tre de tous les peuples de 
l'Europe qui altere le plus la verite dans ses bulletins, affirm&' 
rent," &c.:!: It is very unfair, in any case, to consider individual 
Gpinion as the sentiments of a nation; but with respect to the 
work, in which the angry Frenchman has discovered the proofs 
.of this national propensity to lying (for that is what his charge 
amounts to), we ean assure him that, in this country, where its 
merits are of course best known, "Clarke and M'Arthur's Life 
:of Nelson" is not of the slightest authority. The same French 
writer, who is so severe in his strictures upon the English, 
admits that Captain Standelet of the Artemise, in setting fire to 
',his frigate after having hauled down his colours to the l'heseus~ 
acted" au mepris des lois,de la guerre," but adds," Les An~lais 
se sont vivement recries contre la conduite du capitaine de 1 AT
temise, oubliant que le capitaine dll Bellerophon en avait tenu 

• Brenton, vo1. H., p. 305. 
t Ekins, p. 243. 
t Vic:toires et Conquetes, tome ix., p. 94. 
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une a peu pree semblable."· Looking back to discover the 
nature of this charge against Captain Darby, we find that the
Bellerophon "struck to the Tonnant;" that is, the cries and 
noise of the Bellerophon's people, when her masts were falling 
on deck and crushing them by scores, were mistaken for the cry 
of surrender. . Nay, so delicate were the ears of the Frenchmen,. 
that they could distinguish the cries of the officers from those oC 
the men. "Son equipage," says the account, " et principalement 
lea officiers, jeterent de grands cris, pour faire connattre qu'il 
etait rendu."t From our inquiries we believe we can assert 
(and, if we knew the fact to be otherwise, we should be the last 
to conceal it), that no surrender took place, or was even contem
plated. The crew of the Bellerophon were neither the least. 
brave, nor, as was pretty notorious, the least noisy, of any in the 
British Beet: it is not unlikely, therefol'e, that when the masm 
were tumbling about their heads, the men hallooed, and roared. 
end uttered" de grands cris," but not any cries, we can vouch, 
that were meant to signify that they surrendered. 

Leaving to heads better versed in state affairs to discuss the 
political consequences, far and near, that atteaded the decis\vO' 
victory which Rear-admiral Nelson and his Beet had gained, we 
shall merely transcribe from Mr. Williams's book a translated 
~assage, purporting to be part of a letter from a very intelligent 
French officer, of some celebrity, M. E. Poussielgue, comptroller 
of the expenses of the army, and administrator-general of the 
finances, In Egypt; and whIch letter, among many others, ~u 
intercepted by the British fleet in the Mediterranean. M. P~ 
aielgue says: "But the fatal engagement of Aboukir ruined all 
our hopes; it prevented us from receiving the remainder of the 
forces which were destined for us; it left the field free for the 
English to persuade the Porte to declare war against us; it la. 
kiualed that which was hardly extinguished with the Emperor 
of Germany; it opened the Mediterranean to the Russians, and 
planted them on our frontiers; it occasioned the loss of Italy,. 
and the invaluable possessions in the Adriatic, which we owed 
to the successful campaigns of Buonaparte; and, finally, it at 
once rendered abortive all our projects, since it was no longer 
possible for us to dream of giving the English any uneasiness ill 
India: add to this, that the people of Egypt, whom we wished 
to consider a8 friends and allies, instantaneously became our 
enemies; and, entirely surrounded as we were by the Turks, we 
found ourselves engaged in a most difficult defensive war, wi~ 
out a glimpse of the slightest future advantage to be denv. 
from it." 

On the 6th the Leander, having on board Captain Berry or 
the Vanguard, with despatches for Earl St.-Vincent off Cadiz~ 
quitted the squadron; but, about 12 days afterwards, was fallen 

• Victoires et Conqu~tes. tome ix., p. 101. t Ibid., p. 95. 
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in with and ca\>tured by the French 74-gun ship- Genereux, 
after an action h.lghly honourable to the British 5O-gun ship, and 
the full details of which will appear under the next head of the' 
work. 

The ships of the British squadron at anchor in Aboukir bay 
now set about repairing their damages, with all possible speed. 
Every exertion was also used to _place the captured ships in a 
state to undertake the voyage to England with safety. The pri
lODers taken in them were sent on shore in a cartel, upon the 
usual terms; but Buonaparte, to show how he respected treaties,. 
formed the men, soon after they landed, into a battalion, which 
he named the nautic legion, and gave the command of it to the 
late second captain of the Franklin, Jules-Fran90is Martinencq •. 
On the 8th the island of Aboukir was taken possession of, and 
the two mortars, with the two brass 12-pounders, were brought 
off. The remainder of the guns, with the carriages of the whole, 
and the platform on whicn they had. been mounted, were de.
stroyed. The island was also newly, and fur from inappropriately 
Dmled, Nelson's island. 

On the 10th Sir Horatio, aware of the designs of the French, 
in case of succeediDg at Egypt, to attaek the British East India 
f.OS8e8Sions, despatched, over land to Bombay, with the intel
ligence of the victory, Lieutenant Thomas Duval, of the Zealous, 
an officer selected by Captain Hood.. On the 12th, in the 
evening, the British 36-gun frigate Emerald, Captain Thomaa 
Moutray WaIler, and 32-gun. frigate Alcmene, Captain George 
Hope, with the Bonne-Citoyenne sloop of war, hove in sight in 
the offing; but, on being chased by the Swiftsure, stood off: 
On the next daY', however, the frigates got over their alarm, and 
joined the squadron. On the 13th the 16-gun brig-sloop Mutine, 
Olptain the Honourable Thomas Bladen Capel, who.had suc
ceeded Captain Hardy, on the latter's promotion to the Van
guard, and was now the bearer of the rear-admiral's duplicate 
despatches. sailed for Naples. 

On the morning of the 14th, after an incredible deal oflabouf"' 
in refitting the sh.ips, the Orion, Bellerophon, MiDotaur, Defence, 
Audacious, Theseus, and Majestic, accompanied by the Frank
liD, TODnant, Aquilon, Conquerant, Peuple-Souverain (the two 
latter scarcely in a seaworthy state), and Spartiate, under the. 
orders of Captain Sir James saumarez, got under way and stood 
out of the road. The prizes, being rigged with jury-masts and 
'Yery weakly manned, could hardly work out of the bay. At 
length they reached the mouth of it; and, after lying at single 
anchor for the night, again weighed, and proceeded on their 
wyage. On the 16th the Heureux, and on the 18th the Mer
cure and Guerrier, being all, particularly the last, iD too bad a 
state to be refitted, were burnt,' as they lay~ the first two aground 

• For a brief account or this officers journey, see Appendis, No. Ho 
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on the beach, and ~he l~t at allc~or in the road, of Aboukir bay, 
the scene of their discomfiture. On the 19th Rear-admiral 
Nelson, in the Vanguard, accompanied by the Culloden and 
Alexander, sailed for Naples; leaving Captain Hood with the 
Zealous, Goliath, Swiftsure, Seahorse (who had joined on the 
17th), Emerald, Alcmene, and Bonne-Citoyenne, to cruise oft" 
the port of Alexandria. 

The news of the loss of his 6eet reached Buonaparte on the 
14th of August, when on his way from Salahieh to Cairo, in a 
despatch from Rear-admiral Ganteaume, delivered by an aide
de-camp of General Kleber's. While reading the despatch, 
Buonaparte did not betray in his countenance the least trait of 
the extraordinary sensations which the account must necessarily 
have caused in his mind. He called the messenger to him, and 
demanded, in a loud voice, to hear the details. As soon as they 
were related, Buonaparte said to the aide-de-camp with the ut
most sang-froid, " We have no longer a 6eet: well, we must either 
remain in this country, or quit it as great as the Ancients .... 
The power which this extraordinary man possessed of disguis
ing his feelings was as remarkable, as the facility with which he 
could tum a disastrous event to his advantage. Great as he 
was ill some matters, Buonaparte could also be mean, where, by 
being mean, an object was to be attained. Wishing, for some 
inexplicable reason, to inculpate the brave admiral who was se-
cond in command at Aboukir, Buonaparte, on the 24th of 
August, issued a general order, in which were these words: 
"The Franklin struck her 6ag without being dismasted or 
having sustained any damage."t Rear-admiral Ganteaume, as 
80011 as he discovered this, hastened to defend the character of 
his brother officer, and pleaded his cause with so much effect, 
that Buonaparte, yielding a little, issued a second order, itating 
that Rear-admiral Blanquet had been wounded in the action; 
but which still left uncontradicted the false assertion, that the 
Franklin surrendered when in a perfect state. At the instance 
of Vice-admiral Bruix, the minister of marine, justice was at 
length done by the directory to the character of that brave 
officer; but we cannot discover that Rear-admiral Blanquet was 
ever afterwards employed. 

The crippled state of the Nile prizes made it the middle of 
September, ere they and their escort arrived at Gibraltar. The 
Peuple-Souverain was in too bad a state to proceed further, and 
was therefore, under the name of Guerrier, converted into a 
guard-shi'p, the only service in which she could be useful. The 
five remalDing prizes, after obtaining a tolerable repair, set sail 
for England, and arrived in safety at Plymouth. The British 

. • cc Nous n'avons plus de ftotte: eh bien, il £aut rester en ees eontrees,ou 
en sortir grands eomme les Aneiens."-1"actoli-el et Conqultel, tome ix., p. 73-

t " Le Franklin a amen~ son paviUon sans ~tre d~mlt~ et sans avoir l'e9u 
aucuneavarie."-1"1Ctoire1 et Conp£tel, tome iL, p. 107. 
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gO.vernment, in order that the captol'smight not suffer for the 
prowess they had displayed in riddling the hulls of the captured 
ships. paid for each of the three destroyed 74s, the Guerrier, 
Heureux, and Mercure, the sum of 20,000/.'; which was as much' 
as the least serviceable of the remaining three 74s had been 
valued at. Of these, the Conquerant was about 50 years old, 
~nd of no greater tonnage than the Theseus, the largest ship, 
except the Minotaur, in the fleet that took her. The Aquilon, 
or, as newly named, Aboukir, was built at Lorient in the year 
1793, measured 1869 tons, and, but for her shattered state, 
would have been a useful ship: as it was, both of these ships 
remained in port until they were broken up. Not so with the 
remaining 74, the Spartiate, nor with the SO-gun ships Tonnant 

. and Franldin. All three of these ships were built at Toulon; 
owing to which on account of the superior durability of the 
Adriatic oak,. their value became greatly enhanced. The Ton
nant was launched in 1791-2, the Franklin, in the spring of 
1797, and the Spartiate, as recently as the commencement of the 
year in which she was captured. The following are the prin
cipal dimensions of. the three ships: 

Length of Breadth Depth of Tons. lower deck. extreme. hold. 

Tonnant •••••••••••••••••••••• ~ •••• 
Fra!tklin •••••.••••••••••••••••.••.• 
Spartiate •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

ft .. 
194 
193 
IS2 

in. ft. 
2 51 

10 51 
7 49 

in. ft. in. 
9t 28 3 2-2S1 
6t 28 4! 2257 
4* 21 7 1949 

The two 80s were of about the same dimensions as the Sans
Pareil, taken by Lord Howe; but the Franklin, in point of ma
terials, workmanship, and qualifications, was considered to be the 
finest two-decked ship in the world. In order to show what an 
immensely powerful ship a French 80 is, we here couple, with 
the force of the Franklin, that of a British three-decker of the 
9S-gun class: 

British 9S. French SO. 

No. Pdrs. No. Pdrs. 
First or lower deck ......... 28 long 32 80 long 36 iron 

" 
2 .. 36 brass 

Second deck ................ 30 .. IS 32 .. !U iron .. 2 .. 24 brass 
Third deck ................... 30 .. 12 
Quarterdeck •••.•••.••••••••• S It 12 12 .. 12 iron .. 2 .. 12 brass 
Forecastle ..•••.•.••••••.... 2 .. 12 6 .. 12 iron 
Poop .......•....•............. 6 cam. IS 6 cam. 36 brass 

104 92 
Broadside-guns S No. 52............ 46 

Weight of each 
of Franklin's 

guns. 

Cwt. qrs. lbs. 
73 2 IS 

51 0 If: 

88 1 16 

1 Ibs. 1012 ............ 1287 
• A very intelligent writer, when remarking on the properties and qualities 
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The Franklin had the ports for, and subsequently mounted,. 
four more guns on her quarterdeck. Without these even, is it 
not clear that a French. SO-gun ship is superior in force to a 
British 98? This only shows, how necessary it is not to be led 
away by nominal distinctions. 

The name of the Franklin was changed by her new masters to. 
Canopus, that being the ancient name of Eboukbor, or Aboukirp 

a small town of Lower Egypt, near to the bay in which the 
battle had been fought. . This fine ship still graces the lists of' 
the British navy, not only in her proper self, but in nine noble 
counterparts, ships that will never be out of vogue while a navy 
is worth preserving. 

We will now give a brief account of the principal honours that 
were awarded to the conquerors in the battle of the Nile, both 
by their own country, and by such foreign nations as derivedp 

or considered that they derlved. a benefit from the victory. 
Owing to the capture of the Leander, it was not until the arrival 
of Captain Capel, on the morning of the 2d of October. that 
the British admiralty became aC'luainted with the result of the 
action of the 1st of August. Until that same 2d of Octoberp 

the whole country rang with complaints against Nelson for his 
" tardiness;" but, the moment the news was promulgated, the 
English nation thought they could not do enough to make 
amends for the wrongs they had inflicted on so bright a gem 
of their favourite service. 

On the 6th of October Sir Horatio was created a peer of 
Great Britain, by the title of Baron Nelson of th~ Nile, arid of 
Bumham Thorpe in the county of Norfolk ; and, on the 20th of 
November, wben the Par1iament met, the king thus expressed 
himself on the subject of the battle: "The unexampled series 
of our naval triumphs has received fresh splendour from the 
memorable and decisive action, in which a detachment of my 
fteet, under the command of Rear-admiral Lord Nelson, at
tacked, and almost totally destroyed, a superior force of the 
enemy, strengthened by every advantage of situation. By this 
great and brilliant victory, an enterprise, of which the injustice. 
pedidy, and extravagance had fixed the attention of the worldp 

and which was peculiarly directed against some of the most 
valuable interests of the British empire, has, in the first in
stance, been turned to the confusion of its authors: and the 
blow, thus given to the power an<J. influence of France, has 
afforded an opening, which, if improved by suitable exertions on 
the part of other powers, may lead to the general deliverance of 
Europe." 

or timber, says, "The oaks of the southern parts of Europe are preferable 
to any others; those of Provence, the Italian and Turkish sides of the Adri
atic sea, have long been esteemed for- their superior quality: with these, 
aided by supplies from Corsica, the ships at Toulon have been built, which are 
considered to exceed in durability all others eoDStructed of oak."-K,..,.. 
Drf preleTf1ing tIu: NfW!I, p. 2. 
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This was followed by a pension of 2000/. per annum upon the 
- • • " .~ 1,;5 twc ~.,~t b·in" ~3!P, frnm t.he parliament of 

;\ :~, /. {';; :1! • ...i!;.lt of rrr:--'lnpi~ . :~;~;(' jy :i, Ui,.i.~· . 

I · butl'l l" . "lrj'j' , .' 1".1> '1, .. ,1 '. '. ,}H
r

, l.!tt:::.i'J( ... L.Jh~I_·. '-. :" . .1 i .. ',~,U":'l ,. ,.' 

"'1 .I\ei·~()lj :Ui.(J DJ) (: . .tpl:'I".,·; ,1(,(1 i lP il1~.t iH', 
['r: !,:--II~:.~) f. l~~~':.:t'd \\'('l't-"l'~' f~'·.t,~.~ 41'! i.' .'n'i.r;:~~:ldf·:"·. 

J ~. , .. \~" ,:-tn!\.iI~'':' .l ,1).·1 \P!~~'a ~,:-; ~ ; •. ,1", l tl) 

, to\\'--'iJs d .. " i':r~t :.~f :;,t iant I.:: ~!~. (' . '('f~~1, 
'.1 a kLb:, to EJ.rl ' l,-\ ,n.;"llt, " ,.! ...... '~';.l:-
•. Hil.,,: ' r .';JJccrdy i ... ~: . .' .. ;).:,', 1,01. :.., . .!. 

IJI t li"'ut .:hmt CIf tlk I.', : . '.:0~,; i:)l' I, . 
. . if it L,\:· ,,0, ;.;.'c it ",:" .. ,· .•. t." The \ l.) i. ,';, 

. if nnly to 1.·iH'. ·.t.:. .'~ 'J'·''':1~::1 .. l'd s],ip, 
,"t.,. 'J:"l frl)l~l r·}akll·~ : ,_\!'; ~'( '~~Ld: of the.; ~a..~. 

1;'l~:;;Il': ;:,(\,~:\:: LI<~~:l~'· .. :~:,; ~~',/ .. :\'~".'c; 
.. ::.1,. v.lthl.;··· .. i.tt~)n'lt ';"J~'iab ~I/.· ::}!( to 

.... ' ': ..... ·B "cn
..• ,';' <:" . r ";~l v 

. ,.:.~ ;;~";~:' ,: ;1,' >:::;:,j'l::.:'.;:.~ '.' ~'.'" 1',<,1 ;<.:'."l'~~ld 
. ;.lon.; he lint'" "t t;!(' tlfl.·;; ~It' t1.· .(:lIon, :;. ' "'l~ 
'; hi!'! shii)'" L·.;:.]); ".;·;uu,:;, (,Pl!liUIl of tt·." r,(tj., :.' 

.'I'd up in :: .. OV,'h c'1crgctic wO"dol, whe;l \,.;it.I!'~ :. .. 

. .; ~'.,t: "'[1,1(> e,'I!!]" ,j ';'. ;··.ice.' (if our friend dc.';t, .'f> 

.;.,llest f ' .·';',·',. ! ".1',,' e',:,,",', : 1"';.' tl,,; ;':.\Iililv :,1." 
.. ' :_ • ..1 • t ,< M"U", 1111118 mwu and ~" _ ~,~~_"'''' :. ___ " ~ __ ',.- :. ,I'.; \'. :':p~',"'-i 

the squadron so soon at s.yracuse: it was 'Troll bridge who 
exerted himself for me after the action: it was Troubridge who 
saved the Culloden, when none that I know in the service would 
have attempted it: it is Troubridge whom I have left as mxself 
at Naples; he is, as a friend and as an officer, a nonpareil. '. 

The East India company, with a proper sense of the benefit 
they derived from the Nile victory, made a present to Lord 
Nelson of 10,000,.; and the cities of London and Liverpool, and 
other cities and corporate bodies, took the opportunity of testi
fying their approbation of the rear-admiral's conduct. Foreign 
countries, also, were not slow in paying their tribute of respect 
to the conqueror. The grand signior presented Lord Nelson with 
a diamond aigrette (ckelengh), and a sable fur with broad sleeves; 
also with 2000 sequins, to be distributed among the wounded qf' 
his crew. The Ottoman Porte instituted a new order, that of 
the Crescent; and made the English rear-admiral the first 
knight-companion of it. The mother of the grand signior seut 
Lord Nelson a rose, set with diamonds of great value; and 
many other were the presents and compliments which the real'-

• CJarke and M'Arthur's Life of Nelson, voL ii .• P. 119. 

Digitized by Google 



------- ----------

.AD:N1JRAL SIR TlJOMAS THOl'nH.))Jl;E,ILH("· 

Y.kOjd. ,\ l'lCT Ll F.E. l}/ Sll~. -Wo j ',f.F.':lJf.Y , Y ./I. 

Digitized by GooS le 



1798. BATTLE OF THE NILE. 187 

This was followed by a pension of 2000/. per annum upon the 
rear-admiral and his two next heirs male, from the parliament of 
England, and of 10001. from that of Ireland; also by a unanimous 
'Vote of thanks from both those parliaments. Gold medals were 
presented to Lord Nelson and his captains; and the first lieu
tenants of all the ships engaged were promoted to commanders. 
The word" engaged" striking Lord Nelson as likely to lead to 
a piece of injustice towards the first lieutenant of the Culloden. 
the rear-admiral, in a letter to Earl St.-Vincent, expresses him
self on the subject thus: "I sincerely hope tills is not intended 
to exclude the first lieutenant of the Culloden; for heaven's 
sake, for my sake, if it be so, get it altered." The word was, 
howeTer, retained, if onl! to preTent any unengaged ship, under 
different circumstances, from making a precedent of the case; 
but Lord Spencer directed Earl St.-Vincent to promote the 
Culloden's lieutenant: which, we believe, was fortllwith done; 
but we cannot speak with certainty, not having been able to 
procure the officer's name. . 

Strictly speaking, too, only the captains that had been "en
gaged" were to have medals j but the king himself expressly 
authorized Lord Spencer to present one to 9aptain Troubridge! 
" for his services both before and since, and for the great and 
wonderful exertions he made at the time of the action, in saving 
and getting off his ship." Lord Nelson's opinion of this officer 
may be summed up in his own energetic words, when writing to 
Earl St.-Vincent: ." The eminent $6rvices of our friend deserve 
the very higheat rewards. I h~ve' experienced the ability and 
activity of his mind and body. It was Troubricke who eqUipped 
th.e squadron so soon at Syracuse: it was "Troubridge who 
exerted himself for me after the action: it was Troubridge who 
saved the Culloden, when none that I know in the service would 
have attem~ it: it is Troubridge whom I have left as ml,self 
at Naples; he is, as a friend and as an officer, a nonpareil. ' ... 

The East India company, with a proper sense of the benefit 
they derived from the Nile victory, made a present to Lord 
Nelson of 10,000/.; and the cities of London ana Liverpool, and 
other cities and corporate bodies, took the opportunity of testi
fying their approbation of the rear-admiral's conduct. Foreign 
countries, also, were not slow in paying their tribute of respect 
to the conqueror. The grand signior presented Lord Nelson with 
a diamond aigrette (ckelengh), and a sable fur with broad sleeves; 
also with 2000 sequins, to be distributed among the wounded qf 
his crew. The Ottoman Porte instituted a new order, that of 
the Crescent; and made the English rear-admiral the first 
knight-companion of it. The mother of the grand signior sent 
Lord. Nelson a rose, set with diamonds of great value; and 
many other were the presents and compliments which the real'-

• Clazke and M'Arthur's Life of Ne1son, voL ii .. p.1l9. 
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admiral received from foreign potentates,' as tokens of their 
respect for his talents and bravery. 

Our attention is again called to the Mediterranean. While 
passing Malta, on his way to Gibraltar with the Nile prizes, Sir 
lames Saumarez fell in wIth the following Portuguese squadron, 
under the Marquess de Niza: 

Gun-ship 

{ 

. . { Rear-admiral the Marquess de Niza. 
Pnnclpe-ReaI ••• •••••• ...... Captain Puysigur. 

74 RainhlHle-Portugal........ " Stone. 
San-Sebastian ... ••• ••• ...... .. Mitchell. 
Alphonso-Albuquerque... .. Campbell. 

64 Lion (English).............. " Manley Dixon. 
Firei". Incendiary ( ditto) ......... " George Barker. 
Brig. Falcao (Portuguese)....... .. Duncan. . 

This squadron, since the early part of July, had been detached 
by Earl St.-Vincent from off Cadiz, as a remforcement to Rear
admiral Nelson, but, fortunately for the fame of the latter and 
his companions in arms, was unable to effect its junction in time 
to participate in the Nile victory. 

Being detained off the island of Malta by light airs and calms, 
Sir James was waited upon by a deputation of the principal in
habitants, to solicit for a supply of arms and ammunition. 
The Maltese, at the same time, mformed the British commodore 
that the French garrison at Valetta were driven to great distress, 
and that there was good reason for believing that the appear
ance of the English squadron would induce the French to sur
render, if they were formally summoned. Accordingly, having 
:obtained the concurrence of the Marquess de Niza, Sir James 
Saumarez, on the 25th of September, sent in a flaa' of truce, 
with a proposal couched in the usual terms. After three hours'" 
deliberation, the French general, Vaubois, returned the following 
answer: "V ous avez, sans doute, oublie que des Franc;ais sont 
dans la place. Le sort des habitans ne vous regarde point. 
Quant a. votre sommation, les soldats franc;ais ne sont point 
habitues a. ce style." 

The nature of the service upon which he had been ordered, 
left Sir James no alternative but to take advantage of the breeze 
which had just sprung up, and proceed on to his destination. 
Previously, however, to his final departure, Sir James furnished 
the islanders with about 1200 muskets, and a suitable quantity 
of ammunition, taken out of the captured ships; and to this 
seasonable supply the success that afterwards attended the 
Maltese, in the efforts they made to recover- their liberty, was 
mainly attributable. -

Lord N eison, soon after his arrival at Naples, detached 
Captain Alexander John Ball, with his own ship the Alexander, 
and the Culloden and Colossus 74s, the latter ,commanded by 
Captain George Murray, for the purpose of co-operating with 
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the MarquesB de Niza in the blockade of Malta. The effective 
commencement of this service may be dated from the 12th of 
October; .OD which day the French force in the island, and the 
whole of which had been obliged .to retire within the walls of 
the new city of Valetta, consisted of about 3000 soldiers and 
sailors, the latter under the command of Rear-admiral Decres, 
and of 100 Maltese, the only portion of the inhabitants who 
would take up arms for their invaders. In the harbour of Va
letta, lay the French 80-~un ship Guillaume-Tell, and 40-gun 
frigates Diane and Justice; also the two ex-Maltese 64s, 
Athenien and Dego, and 36-gun frigate Carthagenaise, the 
whole under the command of Rear-admiral Vil\eneuve. The 
Genereux, the other French line-of-battle ship which had 
escaped with the Guillaume-Tell from the battle of the Nile, 
was at Corfu, in company with her prize, the 50-gun ship 
Leander. . 

About 10,000 of the Maltese were in arms a~inst the French, 
and occupied, as their head-quarters, the old city of Valetta, on 
the walls of which the Neapolitan colours were flying. The 
Maltese patriots possessed 23 pieces of cannon, of which 12 
were mounted; they had, also, two armed galleys and fou,r 
gun-boats. Several skinnishes had taken place between the 
French and the inhabitants, but the former were too strongly 
posted to be subdued. 

On the 24th of October Lord Nelson, with the Vanguard 
and Minotaur, joined Captain Ball and the Marquess de Niza ; 
and, on the 28th, the commandant of the French troops, 217 in 
number, in the castle of Goza, the neighbouring island to Malta, 
signed a capitulation, which Captain Ball had previously nego
tiated, and Lord Nelson now approved. Captain Creswell, ot 
the Alexander's marines, immediately took possession of the 
castle, and the British colours were hoisted upon the walls. 
On the following day, the 29th, the place was delivered up in 
form to the deputies of the island; the colours of the Sicilian 
king were substituted for the British, and his majesty acknow
ledged as the lawful sovereign. The island of Goza contained 
about 16,000 inhabitants. In the castle were found 24 pieces 
of ordnance, consisting of four 6, two 12, and. eighteen 18 
pounders, all good; also 60 banels of powder, shot in abund
ance, and 3200 sacks of corn, an article of great value in the 
then distressed state of the inhabitants. 

Although it com~rts as little with our taste, as with our 
talents, to follow the French armies in their overthrow of states 
and countries, we must dip a little into the military occurrences 
of the latter part of the present year, in order to render the 
more intelligible some details of coast operations, necessary to 
be given before we take our final leave of the Mediterranean sea. 

Encouraged by the success of Lord N ~lson at the battle of 
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the Nile, the two weak monarchs, Cbarles-Emannelof Sardinia;. 
and Ferdinand IV. of Naples, began bestirring themsell'88 
to chase away republicanism from the vicinity of their re
spective ~doms. The first hostile movement on the part 
oT Charles 1!manuel was the signal for the French to enter 
Turin. This they did on the 9th of December, and in three 
days made themselves masters of· the whole of PiedmOD~ 
In a day or two afterwards the dethroned king, by the permis
sion of the French General Jonbert, retired with his family 
from his late Piedmontaise dominions, and on the 20th Of 
December arrived at Florence on his way to SardiniL 

King Ferdinand began his hostile demonstrations by sending 
General Mack with a large army to drive the French Gene
ral Championnet out of Rome. This was accomplished, and OD. 
the 29th of November Ferdinand entered Rome in triumph_ 
His Majesty's stay in that far-famed city was, however, of short 
duration. On the 16th of December the French repossessed 
themselves of Rome, and, after destroying the fortifications in 
and around the city, marched for Naples. In a few days after
wards General Championnet possessed himself of the strong 
fortresses of Pescara. Aware that the city of Naples would 
soon share the same fate, King Ferdinand, with the whole of the 
royal family, and their attendants and valuables, embarked, OD. 
the 21st of December, on board Lord Nelson's ship, the Van
guard, and, in five days afterwards, arrived at Palermo in Sicilr_ 

It has already been stated that General Buonaparte, when ID 
the snmmer of 1797 he dissolved the Venetian Republic, J>O~ 
sessed himself, on behalf of the French Republic, of sever8.l of 
the islands late belonging to Venice in the Adriatic. Theae 
were Corfu, Puu, Ste.-Maura, Theaki, Cephalonia, Zante, and. 
Cerigo. To these islands were attached, as deJ;*'ndencies on the 
neighbouring continent, the fortresses of BUtrinto, Parga, P. 
veza, and Vonizza. Early in the month of September intelli
genc~ . r~ached ~eral Chabot, who. had succeeded G~eral 
Gentill lU the chief command of theSe Islands, that a combmed. 
Turkish and Russian fleet was waiting in the Dardanelles for & 

fair wind, to enter the Mediterranean, and commence hostilities 
a~inst the French.' 

By the early part of October a powerful army of Turks and 
Albanians, under Ali-Pacha and hIS son Mouktar, had swept 
away the French from all the Ionian dependencies in Albania; 
and on the 6th of the month the Turco-Russian fleet, composed 
of 10 Russian sail of the line. four frigates, and several corvettes 
and brigs, under Vice-admiral Onchakow, and of about 30 
Turkish vessels, ships of the line, caravellas, corvettes, and brigs, 
under the orders of Cadir-Bey, appeared off the island of Cerigo. 
The Turkish division had on ooa.rd about 8000 troops, but the 
Russian division very few. By the 10th of October the com-
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bined Turks and Russians had possessed themselves, with very 
Ii~tle dif!iculty? the garrisons being w~ak and the principal inha
bitants In their favour, of all the lslands ex~pt Corfu. The 
number of killed, wounded. and prisoners of the French, at 
these islands·and on the main la,nd, was CQmput.ed at 1500. 

The time occupied by the enemy's fleet in reducing the other 
islands had enabled General. Chabot to make the best disposi
tions in his power for defending Corfu. His garrison amounted. 
to only 1500 infantry, and about 300 al'tillerymen. The naval 
force in the port consisted of the 74-gun ship Genereux, Captain 
Le Joille, ilie 5~ shi~ Leander (but not,in a state to be very 
u.seful), 28-gun trigate Brune, Captain Gabriel Denieport, a 
bomb-vessel, a brig, and four armed galleys. On the 20th the 
whole of the combined fleet came to an anchor in the Channel 
of Corfu, and in the course of a few days disembarked their 
troops. These commenced erecting batteries, and, when at length 
they were completed, began a cannonade upon the fortifications 
around the city. The tardy manner in which the besiegers 
proceeded in their operations, coupled with the skilful manner in 
which the French general conducted his defence, left the island 
still unsubdued at the close of the year. In the mean while the 
Genereux had sailed for Ancona, and the three ex-V enetian 64s, 
Stengel, La _ Harpe, and' Beyrard, accom~nied by some trans
ports, had arrived oft' the small island of Fal'o, with a reinforce
ment of 3000 men from Ancona, intended for Corfu; but, finding 
how affairs in that island were likely to terminate, the commo
dore of the squadron steered in another direction. • 

, , The Frencli naval force in Alexandria,' oft' which port Captain 
Samnel Hoo.d, with the three 74-gun ships the Zealous, Goliath, 
and Swiftsure, and frigates Seahorse, Emerald, and Alcmene, 
was stationed, consisted of the ex-V enetian 64-gun ships Causse 
and Dubois, French 38-gun frigate Junon, and 36-gun -frigates 
Alceste and Courageuse, and ex-V enetian 38-gun friga~ 
Carr~re and Muiron, and 32-gun frigates Leoben, Mantone, 
and Montenotte, four brig-corvettes, and nine gun-boats, 
manned on the 26th of August, as _ officially reported 
in one of Rear-admiral Ganteaume's intercepted .despatches, 
with 4948 officers and seamen; the whole under the command 
of Rear-admiral GanteauQl.e, and subsequently of Commodore 
Dumanoir-Ie-Pelley. 

It will be recollected, that the above-mentioned ships, although 
tbey were armed en flute on leaving Toulon with the expedition, 
brought out, and were expressly dIrected to equip themselves 
with, their full number of guns. This accounts for their crews 
being so numerous. The Causse, for instance, appears by her 
muster-rol1 to have had 608 men, the Junon 368, and the Cou
rageuse 334. Even the transports could muster among them as 
many as 3017 officers and men. Exclusive of the force stationed 
at Alexandria, there were 15 heavy gun-vessels, under commo-
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dore Perree, upon the river Nile, following the motions of the 
army~ 

On the 22d of August the 32-gun frigate Alcmene, Captain 
George Hope, cruising off Alexandria, captured the French gun- -
boat Lea-ere, charged with despatches for General Buonaparte, 
but which the commanding officer of the vessel threw overboard 
just as the Alcmene was approaching her. This act was not 
unperceived by two seamen of the frigate, John Taylor and 
James Harding; who, at the risk of their lives, the ship then 
going between five and six knots through the water, dashed 
overboard and saved the whole of them. Each of these brave 
fellows was afterwards rewarded by the city of London, with a 
pension of twenty pounds per annum. 

On the 25th of A ugust, at 1 A.. M., Captain Foley, of the 
Goliath, despatched the boats of that ship, under the orders of 
Lieutenant William Debusk, to attack a French armed ketch, 
which was moored under the guns of the castle of Aboukir. The 
boats were soon alongside, and a spirited scuflle ensued. Lieu
tenant Debusk, for some time, fought hand to hand with the 
French commanding officer. At length after an obstinate re
sistance of 15 minutes, the French national armed ketch Torride, 
mounting three long IS-pounders and four swivels, with a com
plement of 70 men, surrendered. Her commander, Lieutenant 
(le vaisseau Martin Bedar, and 10 of his men were badly 
wounded. The loss on the part of the British amounted to two 
wounded, including Lieutenant Debusk. The Torride may 
serve for a specimen of the description of gun-boat attached to 
the French fleet at the battle of the Nile. Ten or 12 such vessels, 
in a calm, would give very selious annoyance to a line-of-battle 
ship. 

On the 2d of September, while Captain Hood with his squa
dron was cruising off Alexandria, a cuttel' made her appearance, 
standing towards the land. The Swiftsure and Emerald fired 
several shot at her, but the cutter persisted in not bringing to; 
and at length ran aground a little to the westward of the tower 
of Marabou. The boats were instantly despatched to bring her 
off; but, in the mean time, the crew of the cutter had made 
good their landing, and the cutter herself was shortly afterwards 
ceaten to pieces by the high surf. The shore at this time pr~ 
sented, as far as the eye could reach, nothing but barren, uncul
tivated. sands: very shortly, however, several Arabs were seen 
advancing, some on horseback, others on foot. The French, 
whe had quitted the cutter, now perceived their mistake; but 
for the fate of nearly the whole of them, the discovery came too 
late. The British in the boats pulled lustily towards the shore 
in the hope of saving their unfortunate enemy, but, on account 
of the breakers, could not effect a landing in safety. A midship
man of the Emerald, Francis William Fane, with a noble spirit 
of humanity, threw himself intotlle water, and swam through a 
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high surf to· the shore; jushing before· him an empty barrel or 
keg, to which a rope ha been affixed. By this means the cut
ter's commanding officer, Ellseigne de vaisseau Blaise Gaudrao, 
and four or his seamen were saved. It now appeared that the 
cutter was the Anemone, of four gnns and 60 men, from Malta. 
in six days, and Toulon since the 17th of July; having on 
board Adjutant-general Camin, and Captain Valette, aide-de
~p to General Buonaparte, also a courier with despatches, 

. and a small detachment of soldiers. 
The general, perceiving no po. ssibility of escape from the 

British boats, had ordered M. Gaudran to run the cutter on 
shore; but the h.tter represented the danger to his vessel and 
those on board, from the high surf, and particularly to all who 
landed, from the numerous hordes of Wild Arabs that infested 
the coast. The general said he would cut his way through 
them to Alexandria, which was not· more than two or three 
leagnes off. . No sooner, however, did the French land, than 
they perceived the Bedouins, who, till this time, had concealed 
themselves behind the numerous sand-hills near the spot. 
Terror and dismay now seized on the general and the unfor
tunate victims of his rash resolve; nor could the British behold 
their distress without commiseration, although the French had 
not only, by refusing to surrender, brought it on themselves, 
but had actually fired on the British boats long after all hopes 
of escape were at an end. 
• A melancholy spectacle soon forced itself upon the British in 
the boats. The French officers and men were unresistingly 
stripped, aud many of them murdered in cold blood, without 
any apparent cause. An Arab, on horseback, unslung his car
bine, and prese~ting it at the ~eneral, who, with the ai~e-de
eamp, was on hIS knees entreatmg for mercy, drew the trigger, 
but the piece did not go off. The Arab immediately renewed 
the priming, and, again presenting his carbine at the general, 
.ghot the aide-de-camp who was kneeling a short distance in the 

• general's rear: the murderer, then, with a pistol, fired at the· 
latter, who. instantly fell. The courier endeavoured to escape, 
but was pursued and killed. The Arab, who got possession or 
his despatches, instantly rode away with them, but, as was after
wards understood, restored· them to the French for a sum or 
money. On the appearance of a troop of French horse from 
Alexandria, the Arabs retired to the desert with their surviving 
prisoners. . 

In the early part of October Captain Hallowell was detached 
to Rhodes, to look after an expected reinforcement of Turkish 
ships. On the 14th the Swiftsure reanchored off Alexandria. 
During her absence the Portuguese squadron, alrea.cIY named, 
under the Marquess de. Niza, had joined Captain Hood, but, 
except the Lion 64, Captain Dixon, which remained, had since 
sailed to co-operate witli Captain Ball in the blockadeq.f Malta. 

VOL.II. P 
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On the 19th two Turkish corvettes joined the British squadn3li 
oft' Alexandria, and on the 20th two Russian frigates, and IS 
Turkish vessels, chiefly gun-boats. On the next day, or the 
day after, Captain Hallowell was detached, with these gun
boats, to the bay of Aboukir, for the purpose of making an attack 
upon the castle of that name, as well as upoa the entrenched 
camp of the French a little to the southward of it, near lake 
Maadie. 

_ On the 25th the Swiftsure's launch, pinnac~ and yawl, in co ... 
'pany with the Turkish gun-boats, on board of each of which were 
six British seamen, commenced an attack upon the castle; and in 
the evening they returned to the ship with one wounded Turk.. 
On the next morning, the 25th, fiodmg that his Turkish allies. 
were very careful oftlleir persons and would not, in consequen~ 
approach near el'lOugh to the enemy to produce any effect, Cap
tain Ha:llowell sent 15 of the Swiftsore's men on boanl each 
boat. Thus reinforced, the gun-boats continued daily, until the 
28th, to cannonade both the castle and the French camp, bat. 
with little effect, and with no greater loss to the allies than one
marine killed and one seaman wounded. 

The principal part of the mischief dooe to the French camp 
arose from its having been set on fire by some shells throWll 
4rom the gun-boats. Owi~ to this, a complaint was lIlade by 
one or more French officers, admjtted. to a conference on board 
the Swiftsure, that the British had "unfairly" used 8uch missiles 
in the battle in Aboukir bay. " Captain Hallowell," proceeds 
Mr. Williams, "instantly ordered the gunner to bring up some 
of those balls, and asked him from whence he had them. To 
the confusion of the accusers, he related that they were found 
'OD board the Spartiate, ODe of the ships captured on the 1st of 
August. As these balls were distinguishable by particular
marks, though in other respects alike, the captain ordered aB 
-experiment to be made, in order to ascertain the nature of them_ 
The next morning I accompanied Mr. Parr, the gunner, to the 
island of Aboukir: the first we tried proved to be a fire-ball, but 
<If what materials composed, we could not ascertaiu. As it did 
not explode, which at first we apprehended, we rolled it into the 
sea, where it continued to bum under water; a black pitchy 
substance exuding from it till only an iron skeleton of a shell 
remained. The whole had been crusted over with a substance 
that gave it the appearance of a perfect shell. On setting fire 
to the fusee of the other, which was differently marked, it burst 
into many pieces: though somewhat alarmed, fortunatelynon& 
(:If us were hurt.'" 

No further use seems to have been made of the Turkish gun
-boats; and in the month of December the whole Turkish 
squadron took its departure from the coast of Egypt. The two 

• W1Diams's Voyage up the Mediterranean, p. 145. 
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Russian frigates did the same: and so did the Lion, to join Lord 
Nelson: consequently at the end of the year, Captain Hood 
had with him only the Zealous and Swiftsure 74s, and one or 
two frigates. We will now see what naval warfare the year has 
produced between Great Britain and Spain. 

Between the Beet of Earl St. Vincent without, and the fleet of 
Don Joseph Massaredo within, the harbour of Cadiz, those pri
'Vileged spies, flags of truce, were frequently passing: and the 
two admirals, and indeed the two nations, behaved to each other 
with all that courtesy which distinguishes polished from bar
barian belli~rents. As it was not an inferiontyof force, it must 
have been either an excess of good breeding, or a deficiency of 
enterprise, that prevented the Spanish Beet from attempting to 
flail 9ut, while the British fleet cruised off the port. On the 
12th of April, however, when a strong ofF-shore gale presented a 
favourable opportunity, the Monarea 74 and two frIgates, with 
a small merchant convoy in charge, allowed themselves to be 
driven before it, and got fairly to sea. 

On the 24th of May the arrival from England of a reinforce
ment of eight sail of the line, commanded by Rear-admiral Sir 
Roger Curtis in the Prince 98, allowed the in-shore squadron of 

. the !ame numerical force, under the orders of Captain Trou
'bridge, to pass into the Mediterranean, as has already been 
stated. The judicious manner in which the exchange of the two 
aquadrons was effected, so as to deceive the Spaniards, has also 
'been related.· The continued inactive state of the Cadiz fleet 
leaves us now at liberty to attend to a small expedition, which 
Earl St.-Vincent, in the latter end of October, detached against 
the island of Minorca.. 

On the 7th of November Commodore John Thomas Duck
worth ap~d off Minorca with his own ship, the Leviathan 
74, Captain Henry Digby, Centaur 74, Captain Thomas Mark
ham, 44-2un ships Argo, Captain James Bowen, and Dolphin, 
Captain 10siah Nisbet, 28-gun frigate Aurora, Captain Thomas 
Gordon Caulfield, 20-gun ship Cormorant, Captain Lord Mark 
Robert Kerr, and l~n ship-sloop Peterel, Captain Charles 
Long; also the armed transports Ulysses, Captain Thomas 
Pressland, Calcutta, Captain Richard Poulden, and Coroman
del, Lieutenant Robert Simmonds, hired armed cutter Constitu
tion, Lieutenant John Whiston, and several merchant transports, 
having on board a detachment of troops commanded by General 
the Konourable Charles Stuart, destined for the reduction of the 
island. 

The squadron brought to within five miles of the port of 
Fournella; but, in consequence of the wind blowing directly 
out of this harbour, the transports proceeded to Addaya creek, 
Jlot far distant, accompanied by the Argo, Aurora, and Cormo-

• See p. 152. 
p2 
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rant. In the mean tilDe the two line-or-battle ships, for whom. 
there was neither space nor depth of water in the creek, kept 
plying on and off the harbour of Foumella, in order to create a 
diversion'in that quarter. As the smaller vessels rounded the 
nOl;them point of Addaya creek, a battery of eight 12-pounders 
fired one gun at them; but, as span as the Argo and her two 
consorts presented their broadsides to view, the people stationed 
at the battery spiked their guns, blew up their magazine, and 
fled. The transports, after this, ~ot in without damage, and by 
11 A. M. landed one battalion of troops, without the slightest 
opposition. The men immediately took possession of a neigh
bouring height; and, with the assistance of a cannonade from' 
the three covering ships, drove off two divisions of Spanish troops 
that were advancing to regain possession of the battery ~t the 
point. By 6 P. M. the whole of the troops, along with eight 
6-pounder field-pieces, two howitzers, and eight days' provisions, 
were safe on shore. 

On the same evening the Leviathan and Centaur, who to 
facilitate the disembarkation had anchored just off the entrance 
of the creek, weighed, and, with the Argo, turned up to Four
neUa; while the Aurora and cormorant, with seven transports, 
proceeded, by way of a diversion, offPort-Mahon. On arriving 
off the harbour of Foumella, the commodore found th~t the 
garrison had abandoned the forts: he then, after ,directing the 
Centaur and Leviathan to cruise off Foumella and Addaya, to 
prevent succours from being thrown in, shifted his broad-pendant 
to the Argo, and, with the able assistance of Captain Bowen, 
landed the sppplies for the army. ' 

After driving off the enemy at Addaya, the troops proceeded 
on their march to Mercadal; which they entered without resist
ance, the Spaniards having retired to CiudadeUa, and thence to 
Mahon. On the 9tb a detachment of 300 men, under Colonel 
Paget, marched to Mahon, and compelled Fort-Charles, te sur
render; whereby the colonel was enabled to remove the boom 
across the entrance of the harbour, and afford a free passage 
from without to the Aurora and Cormorant. The transports 
that had been in company with these ships, as well as those left 
in Addaya creek, had in the mean time been removed to Four
neUa, as a more safe and commodious harbour. 

Late on the evening of the 11th Commodore Duckworth, who 
had shifted his broad-pendant back to the Leviathan, ,and then 
lay at anchor in Fournella, received information that fOUl' ships 
"supposed to be of the line," were seen between the islands of, 
Minorca and, ,Majorca. The commodore instantly put to sea 
with the Leviathan,' Centaur. and Argo, and the men-of-war 
transports, Calcutta, Coromandel, and Ulysses, (each ship with 
a fifth of her crew on shore), and steered to~ards Ciudadella. 
At daybreak on the 13th, Ciudadella bearing east by south 
distant eight or nine miles, five ships were seen from the mast-
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head, standing for that port. Chase was instantly given;' where
upon the strange squadron, which consisted of the Spanish 
4o-~un frigates Flora and Proserpine, and 34-gun frigates 8anta
CazIlda and Pomona, with their prize, the late British sloop 
Peterel, captured at noon on the preceding day, hauled to the 
wind for Majorca. The Peterel, hauling more up than the rest, 
was pursued and recaptured by the Argo; while the remainder 
of the British ships continued in chase of the four Spanish 
frigates. At 11 P. M. the Leviathan, taking with her the Cal
cutta and Ulysses, returned to Ciudadella; as, in the course of 
the next day, the 14th, did the Centaur·and Coromandel, the 
Spanish frigates having completely-outsailed their pursuers •. It 
appears that the Spaniards had behaved extremely ill to the 

. officers and crew of the Peterel, having plundered them of almost 
every thing. T~e chief part of the clothes belonging to Captain 
Long and his officers, however, are represented to have been 
subsequently recovered. This charge of ill-usage was officially 
contradicted in the Madrid Gazette of the 12th of the following 
April, but was, nevertheless, essentially true. 

Upon his return, on the morning of the 16th, off Ciudadella, 
Commodore Duckworth found that, owing to the active measures 
p'ursued by General Stuart, the town had been summoned on 
the 14th, and that on the 15th the whole island had surren
dered on terms of callitulation, without the loss of a single 
British subject. The Spanish troops, composing the different 
garrisons on the island, amounted to between 3000 and 4000 
men. A great quantity of ordnance and ordnance-stores was 

. taken in the forts; and in the arsenal at Mahon was found abun- -
dance of naval stores. No Spauish ship of war was afloat in 
any of the harbours; but the keel and stern-fram~ of a man-of
war briO' was found on the stocks at Port-M ab on, with the 
whole o~ her timbers and rigging, and a part of ber Clothing, 
The vessel was afterwards completed, and launched as tbe Port
Mahon. She measured 277 tons, and is now the police-depot 
moored oft' Somerset-house. Several gun-boats were all:lo taken, 
but none of any value. Of merchant vessels there were three; 
a ship of 540 tons, partly laden with cotton, gum, and drugs, a 
ship- of 200 tons, in ballast, a xebec of 60 tons, laden with born, 
and four small tartans. 

Tbe conduct of the British seamen and marines, that had been 
detached from their respective ships to serve on shore, was on 
this, as we have shown It to have been on many other occa
sions, of the most exemplary description; so much so, al:l to call 
forth from General Stuart the following written testimonial, 
addressed to Lieutenant William Buchanan, second of the 
Leviathan, under whose orders the men had been placed: "I 
have the bonour to return you, and the gentlemen employed on 
shore under your command, my sincere thanks for your activity, 
zeal, and assistance, in -forwarding the light artillery of the 
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.army; neither can too much praise be-gigell to the seamen, for 
their friendly and cheerful exertioDS uDder very barei labour, 
exertions which were accompanied with a propriety of behaYiour 
which I greatly attribute to your IX18:Dagement, and which will 
ever merit my acknowledgments." . 

For his services on this occasion, General Stuart was made a 
knight of the bath; but Commodore Duekworth, who, according 
to a letter from Earl St.-Vineent. to Earl Spencer, e~ to 
be created a baronet, received DO mark of royal favour. With
out waiting to discuss the merits of the commodore's claims, we 
shall merely state, that he fOlDld a false friend in him whom he 
1'equested to urge them. Let ~l St.-Vincent. be judged by his 
own words: "Commodore Duckworth will, I am sure, represent 
me as lukewarm to the profession if I do not at least state bia 
expectations, which, I understand from Captain Digby, are, to 
be created a baronet. It is certainly very unusual for a person, 
detached as he was, under a plan and instruction from hlSCom
m~der-in-chief, from which the cireumstances attending the 
enterprise did not require the smallest deviation, to be dis
tinguIshed in the manner he looks for. Very different W88 the 
ease of General Stuart, who received his instructions from the 
8ecretary of the war department, and was himself a commander
in-chief."· 'Had Captain Brenton, whom no one can accuse of 
being "lukewarm" In Earl St.-Vincent's cause, instead of pub
lishing this letter, thro!'ll it into the fh:e, he would have escaped 
the charge so expressIvely conveyed In the poet's deprecatloo. 
" Save me from my friends!" 

So much had the Camperdown defeat damped the energies 
and crippled the resources of the Dutch, that DO Seet which 
they could assemble dared to show itself outside of the TexeL 
Nor, even were every one of ~he 16 ships that had met Admiral 
Duncan restored to her station in the Batavian line, would the 
aggregate force have been ahIe to contend against the united 
fleets, which now cruised between Holland and England. The 
command of the British North-sea &et still remained with. 
Admiral Lord Dl1ncan; who had under his orders 16 sail of the 
line (four 74s and twelve 64s), besides more than double that 
number of 5O-gun ships, frigates, and sloops. The Russian 
Vice-admiral Mackaroff' cruised also on the same station, with 
10 sail of the line, of which number seven were 74-gun ships. 

LIGHT SQUADRONS A.ND SINGLE SHIPS. 

On the 3d of January, at 6 A.. M., the British armed sloop Ot 
tender George, of six guns (3 or 4 pounders) and 40 men, com
manded by Lieutenant Michael Mackey, being on her passage 

• Brentoo, To!. ii., p. MS. 
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from Demerara to Martinique, dilicovered OD her lee bow, and ~ 
4IDCe bore down upon, two sail, which proved. to be Spaniq 
privateers; one, a cutter, of 12 guns and loo,men, the other .. 
ichoooer, of six guns and 68 men. An action immediately 
eommeneed between the George, then OD the starboard, and the 
two privateers on the larboard tack. At the expiration of 4() 
.iau~ the two latter eYinced an intention to board. The helm 
of the George was instantly put a-lee, in order to preserve tha 
weather-gage; but the sloop unfortunately missed stays. and, ~ 
the act of wearing, fell on board the cutter. The scbooruu: 
_l'ing mow gained a position on the George's weather quarterJl 
both vessels immediately grappled tbe sloop, and made tWQ 
'rigorous but UDBuccessful attempts to board. Having, in these 
.... ults, killed. the George's sailing-master and Beven men, and 
wounded her commander and 16 men, the two privateers, at t~ 
third attempt,. carried the British vessel; but not without having 
paid dearly for their victory, their united loss amountiDg to 32 
men killed, and many more wounded. 

A more heroic defence than this little affair exhibits haa 
'Ieldom. been witnessed. The George, at the monlent he,r 
-colours were struck, had. lost more than half of her crew; that 
erew having been originally les& by three-fourths than the 
Bumber of her opponents. 

On the 5th of January, at 11 P. K., Ushant bearing east... 
north-east distant 94 leagues, the British IS-pounder· 4().gUll 
frigate PomoDe, Captain Robert Carthew Reynolds, steering tQ 
the eastward with a fresh breeze at west-south-west, crossed a. 
'Ship standing under easy sail to the north-west. Chase was in~ 
.tantly given; and, as the stranger, deceived. probably by the 
thickness of the weather as to the Pomone's strength. made no 
dOl1; to escape, the two ships were p'resentlyalongside. AA 
action now commenced; nor was it until the strange ship, whose. 
force waB only 26 guns, had lost her mizenmast, and received 
eight shots between wind and water, that hel' crew called out: 
for quarter. . 
. Possessioo was forthwith taken of the Cheri privateer, from 
Nantes, Captain Chasllin, mounting, on her main or single deck, 
26 long 12, 18, and 24 pounders, mixed, with a complement of 
230 men; of whom 15, mcluding her gallant commander, were. 
killed, and 19 wounded. The :p,rivateer's fire had done some 
injury to the Pomone, having kIlled one, and wounded four oC 
her men; and, besides cutting away much of her standing 
rigging, had so damaged the fore and main masts, that it be:. 
eame necessary for their immediate preservation to fish them. 

As soon as the prisoners had been shifted, and the Pomone's 
carpenters had plugged the principal shot-holes in the prize, the 
Pomone prepared to take her in tow; when the officer in com-

• Seep. 106. 
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mand hailed. that she was sinking. All the boats of the frigate 
'Went immediately to the Cheri's assistance; but no efforts could 
save her. Scarcely had the Pomone's people and the wounded 
been taken from her, than the Cheri sank alongside; affording 
an indubitable proof that her unfortunate crew' had not called 
for quarter until every hope of success had fled. 

On the 8th of January, at daylifht, the Burli~gs bearing east 
distant 50 leagues, the British 8-gun brig-sloop Kingfisher 
(6.pounders), Captain Charles Herbert Pierrepont, discovered 
on her weather quarter a strange ship, which soon afterwards 
bore up and stood towards her. At 9. A. M. the Kingfisher 
tacked; and at 9 h. 30 m. A.. M. the stranger, which was the 
French privateer Betsey, of 16 French 6-pounders, hoisted her 
colours and began firing. The Kingfisher, then on the opposite 
tack, opened lier fire in passing; tne Betsey did the same; but 
the cannonade was too distant to be very effective. The Betsey 
then wore round; and the Kingfisher, being unable to gain the 
'Weathergage, shortened sail, in order that her opponent might 
get abreast of her. The Betsey was presently alongside to wind
ward, and a smart action ensued. After it had continued. for an 
hour and a quarter, the Kingfisher's jib-bqom was shot away~ 
&;Dd the Betsey, taking advantage of that. and of the prevailirig 
light wind, ran ahead under all sail, firing her stem-chasers 88 
sool!- as she could bring-them to bear. Anotlter ji})'boom 
havlDg been got out, and the wind freshening, the Kingfisher 
1V~ enabled, by 1 P. M., to overtake her opponent, and renew the 
action. The l8.tter held out for half an hour longer, and then 
surrendered • 

. In this well contested and mutually creditable action, the 
KlDg.fisher sustained but very trifling damage in hull, riggingp 
or Balls; and, out of a complement of 120 men and boys, had 
only one man slightly wounded •. The Betsey. out of acomple
ment .of 118, lost one seaman killed, her first and second captaIns, 
an~ SIX seamen wounded, three of them mortally, and the re
mamder badly. 
20-0n ~he 16th of January, early in the morning, as the British 

gun ship Babet, Captain Jammett Mainwaring, was cruising 
about midway between the islands of Martinique and Dominique~ 
an armed schooner was observed standing towards her. Soon: 
afterwards the wind died away; and the schooner, having made 
out the Babet to be a man of war, took to her sweeps and rowed 
off· This afforded to Mr. Samuel Pym, first lieutenant of the 
ShIP, an opp.rtunity of volunteering an attempt to capture the 
sc:hooner oy the boats. Accordingly Lieutenant Pym, with the 
pInnace and launch, containing between them 24 'men, proceeded 
on the service. 

After rowing four hours,. and reaching a distance of three 
leagues from the ship, the boats arrived within gun-shot of the 

. schooner; who immediately opeJ;led her fire upon them. The pin-
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nace, having out-pulled the launch, was the first boat alongside. 
Lieutenant Py~ and his 12 men at once boarded, and in spite 
of a very strenuous opposition, carried the schooner. She 
proved to be the Desiree, of six carriage-guns (4-pounders, llro
bably) and 46 men;· of whom she had three killed, eIght 
drowned, and ]5 badly wounded. The pinnace sustained a loss 
of one seaman killed, one marine drowned, a midshipman, Mr. 
Aslinhurst, and four seamen badly wounded, and Lieutenant 
Pvm and the remainder of his boat's crew slightly wounded. 
The launch, much to the regret of those on board of her, did 
not reach the schooner till her colours 'were in the act of being 
struck. Few enterprises of this description, bold as they com
monly are, exhibit 80 mucla gallantry as the capture of the 
Desiree schooner. 

On the 23d of January, in latitude 50° north, longitude 12 
west, the British 36-gun frigate Melampus, Captain Graham 
Moore, came up with and engaged the French corvette Volage, 
of 22 guns (20 long 8s and two lon~ 18s) and 195 men; which, 
after a short but close action, struCk her colours. The Melam
pus had two men. mortally, .and three dangerously wounded;, 
The Volagel four killed and eIght wounded. 

The'prize, although a national ship, had been lent to certain 
merchants of Nantes, and by tbem been fitted out as a cruis.er. 
Her commander M. Desageneaux, according to his own account, 
was a capitaine de fregate, and his officers also appear to have 
belonged to the national marine; but, in the present instance, 
they all had a conge, or furlough for three months, to enable 
them to serve on board a ship, then in the temporary employ of 
private individuals. The Vofage was a fine corvette measuring 
523 tons, and was added to the British na!y as a 20-gun ship. 

On the 3d of February, at daylight, Vigo bearing east dis
tant about 17 leagues, the BritisD 14-gun brig-sloop, Speedy, 
(4-pounders), Ca~tain Hugh Downman, discovered a strange 
brig, . with all sall set, bearing down on her. This was the 
French privateer Papillon, a large brig of 360 tons, mounting 
14 guns (but pierced for 18), four of them described as long 12s, 
and the remainder long 8-pounders, with a crew of 160 men. 
At 3 P. M. the Papillon, being about balf a mile from the Speedy, 
hauled to tbe wind, and opened her fire. Whereupon the Speedy 
made sail to close, engaglDg her adversary until 5 h. 30 m. P. M.; 
when the latter tacked and stood off. The Speedy also went 
about and continued to engage until 7 h. 30 m. P. M.; when 
the Papillon, profiting by her superiority of sailing and the light
ness of the wind, got out of gun-shot. Owing to the great 
swell that prevailed, the Speedy received no otber injury than a 
shot through her fore topmast, and some damage to her rigging. 
It now fell calm, and the two vessels, ill spite of every effort at 
1he Speedy's sweeps, separated. 

At midnight the privateer fired several. guns at, and ultimately 
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reeaptured, a brig whieh the Speedy had the day before tak., 
from the S~aniards; and on board of which. the mu&er. Mr .. 
Marshall, WIth 12 seamen had been placed. No IOODer, ha ..... 
ever, did these discover what fate was awaiting them, than firat. 
battening below the 12 Spaniards that were on board, Mr. 
Marshal1 and his men took to their boat, and fortunately I'eached. 
their vessel although &he was four leagues to windward. 

On the 4th, at daylight, came a bEeeae of wind, that enabW 
the Speedy to fetch up to her antagODlst. At 8 A. K. the 18oUer. 
l»eing within gun-ahot, tacked and made sail, rowing at the same 
time with her sweeps. The chase was cootinued withoat eff~ 
until noon; when the Papilloo, finding that she had th~ __ 
4f the British vessel, shorteaed sail, wore, and stood towarda 
her, with a red flag flying at the main topgallantmast head. 
At half an hour after noon, having again got within lJun-shot, 
the Speedy recommenced the engagement with the WInd upoa 
the larboard quarter. At 2 p ... just as the privateer's fire beg-. 
to slacken, arid the Speedy was about to lay her on board, the 
former wore, and came to the wind on the starboard tack; bat. 
~nding the Speedy close upon her starboard quarter~ the Papil
Ion took the advantage of the Speedy's braces and bow-lines 
being shot away, and put before the wind under all sail. The 
Speedy immediately wore after her; the two vessels firing 
musketry at each other for 20' minutes. The chase was c0n
tinued, with every sail the Speedy could set, until 7 P. H.; by 
which time the Papillon had run herself completely out of sight. 
The Speedy then hauled to the wind, makine: short tacks all 
night, in the hope to fall in with her prize. Fortunately day
light on the 6th showed the latter to windward; and, at 10 A. K. 
the brig was retaken with 10 Frenchmen on board, part of the 
crew of the Papillon. 

The Speedy lost one lieutenant (Richard Duttoo), her b0at
swain, and three seamen killed, and four badly wounded. The· 
loss on board the Papillon, although from her discontinuing the 
engagement in all likelihood severe, could Dot of course be ascer
tainea; especially as the captured portion ,of her crew had 
quitted her on the previous night. From the decided disparity 
of force in this action, the' result, although a tropbil~ss one 19 
the British brig, was highly creditable to the bravery and disci
pline of her officers and crew. The Speedy had received se 
much damage in her masts, bowsprit, main boom, arid s~ 
generally, as well as in her rigging, both standing and runnmg, 
that she was compelled to put into Lisbon to refit. 

On the 26th of February, at 7 A.H., Cromer, bearin, weat
south-vy-est, distant 16 leagues, the British hired ap,rmed cutter 
MarqUlS-Cobourg, of twelve 4-pounders and 66 men and bo~ 
Lieutenant Charfes Webb, after a nine hours' chase and a run of 
100 miles during half the time before a hard gale of wind at west
·DOrt.h-west~ came up with the French lugger-pritateer Revanche. 
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of 16 guns aDd 62 men; and to a smart fire from whose musketTJ 
aDd stearchaaers, the Cobourg had been exposed for the lasi 
two hours of the nine. A spirited action now ensued, duriDg 
wbi.ch the Ingger made two attempts to board the cutter, hut 
'WU repwsed. After a two hours' running fight, close alongside, 
a well-directed broadside from the Cobourg shot away the 
Revanche's main and mizen masts by the board, and also her 
lOre yard; where.poo the privateer's men called for quarter. 

No SOOIler was the Revanche taken pOiSe&Sion ot~ than she 
waB found to be sinking, the effects of more than 40 shots which 
the lugger had received betw.een wind 'and water. The utmost 
promptitude was nsed in shifting the prisQners, and getting back 
the Cobourg's people, who had been placed in possession; nor 
\¥a8 it without the utmost difficulty tnat the whole were saved 
nom going to the bottom in the. prize; The Cobourg had. 
sustained considerable damage in her spars, sails, and rigging; 
but was fortunate enough to escape with only two men wounded. 
Her lire, on the other hand, had killed seven, and wounded eight 
mem belonging to the lQgger, described as the largest that sailed 
-out of Calais. 

On the 22d of March, at 7 A. x., as the British 74-gun ship 
Canada, Captain Sir John Borlase Warren, 44-gun frigate Anson, 
Ca.ptain Pbilip Charles Durham, and 3S-gun frigate Phaeton, . 
Captain the Honourable Robert Stopford, were cruising about 
eight leagues to the westward -of Pointe-Rousonirez, coast of 
:France, with a moderate breeze at north-north-east, the Anson 
discoV6ed a strange ship in the east quarter, standing to the 
lIOuthward. This was the French 36-gun frigate Charente, 
Captain Alain-AdeIaide-Marie Bruilhac, a few days from 
Rochefort, bound to Cayenne, with 193 unfortunate people, 
banished for their political sins to that unhealthy climate. 

The chase continued throughout the day, with light and variable 
breezes; and at } h. 30 m. A.)I. on the 23d, the Phaeton got 
near enough to open a fire upon the Charente; who, after 
returning the fire with her stem-chasers, hauled up for the chan
Del des Graves, or southern passage into the river Gironde. 
This ehange of course brought the Charente within the range of 
the Canada's guns; and several broadsides were interchanged 
until about 4 A. x., when the Canada struck on a sand-baDk, 
and remained fast. 

The 74's signal for assistance occasioned a discontinuance of 
the chase by the Phaeton and Anson; and the Charente, after 
grounding on the Olives, and being obliged, in consequence, to 
throw the greater part if not the whole of her guns overboard, 
reached the river of Bordeaux. What loss, if any, the Charente 
8ustained by the fire of the Phaeton and Canada, we are unable 
to state; bUt we believe the ship was, greatly damaged by get
ting on shore: not, however, to the utent, as Sir John Warrea. 
in hiB public letter states, of "being bilged," or the Frenc:b. 
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frigate would have remained where she had struck, instead of 
sailing again on a cruise as the Cbarente subsequently did. 
The Canada remained on the sand-bank abouttwo hours and a 
haif: when, having started 20 tons of water an!! being favoured 
by the rise of the tide, the ship floated off, making 14 inches of 
water per hour. 

Great credit was undoubtedly due to Captain Bruilhac, for 
his persevering and, as we have seen, successful efforts to save 
his ship from capture by a force so superior; and we are a little 
surprised that no account of the escape of the Charente should 
have found its way into any French naval work, especially as 
the French minister of marine made a public boast of the Cha
rente's performance • 

. On the 17th of April, the British king's schooner Recovery, 
of ten 3-pounders, and from 40 to 50 men and boys, commanded 

. by Lieutenant William Ross, being on a cruise in the West 
lndies, fell in with the French privateer-schooner Revanche, of 
10, believed to have been 4 pounders, and 54 men, commanded 
by Citizen Antoine Martin. The latter hove to for the Recovery, 
who was to windward, and reserved her fire until she got within 
pistol-shot. At the end of a 45 minutes' mutual cannonade, the 
Revallche, having had all her sails but the standing-jib cut to 
pieces, attempted to escape by the aid of her sweeps; but the 
Recovery, having her sails perfect, easfur kept way with her 
antagoDlst, and at length compeHed the Revanche to surrender. 

The French privateer had three men killed and nine wounded, 
four of them dangerously. The Recovery did not have a man 
hurt, and suffered no greater damage than one gun dismounted 
and a few small shot in her masts. Lieutenant RoSB describes 
his crew as consisting chiefly of young and inexperienced boys 
and lads, and yet declares that tneiir conduct would have done 
honour to the most experienced seamen. 

On the 7th of May, as the British 14-gun brig-sloop Vie
torieuse, Captain Edward Stirling Dickson, was passmg to 
leeward of Guadeloupe, having in charge the trade from Trinidad 
to St.-Kilt's, two French privateers, a schooner of 12 guns and 
80 men, and a sloop of six guns and 50 men, bore down for the 
purpose of carrying the brig by boarding. The Victorieuse soon 
compeHed the sloop, which was the Brutus, Captain Rousel, to 
strike her colours; with a loss of four killed, and four wounded. 
Owing to Captain Dickson's not being able to chase far from 
his convoy, the schooner effected her escape; but evidently 
with considerable damage, and no doubt a proportionate loss. 
The Victorieuse sustained no loss whatever. 

We do not know the calibers of the guns of these privateers, 
but, taking the number of men on board each as a guide, we 
should consider that the ~s were 4, or, at most, 6' pounders. 
W:ith respect to t~e Victoneuse, she· was an anomaly as a ] 4-gun 
bng. Her establishment of guns and men, as ordered for her on 
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the 6th of October, 1795, soon after her capture from the 
Frencl), were 12 long 12-pounders, and two 36-pounder carron
ades, with a crew of 130 men and boys: and the size of the 
Victorieuse perhaps justified the armament, as she measured 349 \ 
tOllS. A contemporary describes the Victorieuse as mounting 

, in this action" fourteen 6-pounders ;". against this statement 
we have nothing to offer, but the admiralty-order fixing the brig's 
establishment. 

Although somewhat out of chronological order, we will here 
narrate another creditable performance by Captain Dixon, and 
those under his command. 

On the 3d of December, at 2' A. M., the Victorieuse and 14-gun 
brig-sloop Zephyr, Captain William Champain, having received 
on board, bY' order of Colonel Picton, commanding at Trinidad, 
a major and 40 men of the York Rangers, landed the troops, 
along with a party of seamen near the river Caribe, in the island 
of Margarita, in order to attack the forts (how many, or of what 
force, does not appear in the oflicialletter) in the rear, while the 
two brigs cannonading them, in front; but, at daylight, the 
Spanish commandant sent to beg the British not to fire, as he 
would give them immediate possession. This he did; and the 
guns were brought off, and the troops re-embarked. The two 
brigs then made sail for the port of Gurupano, on the same 
island, and at 4 P. M. arrived there. Observing a French priva
teer in the harbour, Captain Dickson sent in a flag of truce, to 
say to the commandant of the fort, that the British were deter
mmed to take out the privateer, and warning him not to fire at 
them. The commandant replied that he would protect the 
vessel, which was the Couleuvre, of six guns and 80 men, and 
that the British should give him up the guns they had taken at 
Rio-Caribe. 

No time was now to be lost; and, having landed Major Lau
reil ,with the trQOps, also 30 seamen detached from the two brigs, 
and commanded by Lieutenants William Case and --M'Ren
sey, Captain Dickson anchored with the Victorieuse and Zephyr, 
and opened a smart fire on both forts, o~e of which mounted 
four, the other two guns. In 10 minutes the troops and seamen, 
amounting together to no more than 70 men, carried the lower 
fort; and immediately the Spanish flag at the upper fort was 
hauled down and replaced by a French one. At tlie end of five 
minutes more, this fort also surrendered. The number of men 
tllat garrisoned the two forts, was estimated at300; and who, 
as well as the crew of the privateer effected their escape. The 
Couleuvre and the guns on shore were carried off, and the, forts 
destn:>yed. ,The casualties to the British were two men killed 
and two wounded, and some slight damage to the masts and 
rigging of the Victorieuse • 

• Brenton, voL ii., p. 441. 
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. On the 4th of May, at 4 A. M., as a small British squadron, 
eomposed of the 3S-gun frigate Aretbusa, Captain Thomas WoI
ley, 12-pounder 32-gun frigate Niger, Captain Edward Griffitb, 
and 44-gun sbip Argo, Captain James Bowen, was cruising off 
the mouth of the river Seine, a fishing-boat pulled alongside 
the Argo, and was found to have on board Captain Sir Sidney 
Smith, Lieutenant John Westley Wright, and two French gen
tlemen, one of whom was Sir Sidney's particular friend, Mr. 
Phelipeaux. This party had effected their escape from the 
temple at Paris, by means, as it would appear, of a forged order 
of removal to another prison, planned and executed by Mr. 
Phelipeaux. Sir Sidney and his companions proceeded straight 
w Rouen; and, embarking there in a boat, reached the British 
squadron as already related. The moment he learnt who were 
tile ·persons received out of the French fishing-boat, Captain 
WoIley directed Captain Bowen to part company for England; 
and on the 6th, in the evening, the Argo came to at Spithead. 

On the 16th of Jun~ the British 12-pounder 32-gun frigate 
Aurora, Captain Henry Digby, cruising off the bay of Cunnes. 
on the north-west coast of Spain, sent two of. her boats, under 
the orders of Lieutenant Henry Lloyd, to destroy some vessels 
which had just run in there for shelter. The boats, covered in 
their apJ;lroach by the frigate, succeeded in burning a brigantine 
laden WIth hemp and iron, and in scuttling a schooner laden 
with various merchandise, and got back to the Aurora with 
three men wounded, two of them slightly, by musketry from the 
'Village or wwn at the bottom of the bay, and. by a wall-piece 
mounted on an adjacent hei~ht. 

On the 19th, while standlDg in for Cape Prior, in thick hazy 
weather, with ~he wind from the westward, the Aurora dis
covered an enemy's ship, carrying 18 or 20 guns, and five 
merchant brigs, standing along the land to the eastward, in the 
direction of the harbour of Cedeira; which, at about 4 P. M., 
the anned ship and convoy all entered. The Aurora imme
diately stood in after the vessels, and at -4 h. 30 m. opened a fort 
on the north-east side of the town; whicb, as well as the ship, 
now with French colours flying, commenced a fire upon the 
Aurora. This the frigate promptly returned, but, soon losing 
the wind and being nearly rand-locked, found it necessary, witb 
the way she still possessed, to tack, and stand out. At about 
6 P. M. the Aurora, by towing and sweeping, got out of the 
harbour without damage or loss; having left two of the brigs on 
shore, -the corvette or privateer at the extremity of the harbour, 
and the fort damaged, and, it was thought, sileneed. 

On the 22d the Aurora, being then on the south shore of the 
bay of Biscay, off Cape Machichicao, chased a sbip, apparently 
a corvette or privateer of 20 guns, sClldding before a north-west 
wind. At about 3 h. 30 m. P. M., on discovering the Aurora 
to be a frigate, the ship hauled in. for the land, and, hoisting 
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French colours, anchored with three cables ahead in an opening 
lIDder a fort at or near to a place called Baquio. At 4 P. M. the 
Aurora brought to within half gun-shot of the shiJ>, and opened 
.pan her so well-directed and effectual a fire, that by the fuurth 
"hfoadside her cables and masts were shot away, and she soon 
afterwards drifted on shore, the sea making a rair breach over 
her. The British frigate now made sail, to weather the eastern 
land, and at length succeeded, carrying out from 13 to 19 
fathoms' water, the fort fuing at her all the while, but without 
effect. 

On the 21st of June, at daybreak, his Britannic majesty's 
packet Princess-Royal, Captain John Skinner, of six guns (two 
6s and four 4s) and 32 men and boys, exclusive of 17 passen
gers, nine days from Falmouth, on ber way to N ew-York with 
a mail, fell in with the French brig-privateer Aventurier. of 16 
guns (141 long 4-pounders, and two 12-pounder carronades) and 
86 men and boys. At 6 A. M. the privateer made sail after the 
packet; who, on her part, crowded' all sail to get away, but 
without much effect, the prevailing li~ht air and smooth sea 
giving an advantage to the former in tbe use of her numerous 
sweeps. At 7 P. K. the Ayenturier, hoisting English colours~ 
fired a shot, which the Princess-Royal returned. The privateer 
fired another shot, and then dropped in the wake of the packet~ 
as if intending to defer the attack until daylight. 

On the 22d, at 3 h. 30 m. A. M., the Aventurier came sud
denly up within pistol-shot, and fired a broadside, accompanied 
by musketry. This the Princess-Royal, having brought five of 
her six guns, including the two 6-pounders, to bear on one side~ 
returned with spirit. One of the 6-pounders was commanded 
by a lieutenant, who was going OI1t to join the 64-gun ship St • 
.A.lbans: and the male passengers kept 14 muskets in constant 
use. Captain Skinner was unable to use one, having lost his 
right ann on board a frigate in the former war. After a two 
hours' engagement, the French privateer took to her sweeps and 
rowed off: One of the packet's 6-pounders was now brought 
to bear as a stem-chaser, and stmek the printeer twice in the 
counter, to the evident confusion of the people on board. At 
6 A.. M. the privateer being entirely out of gun-shot, the packet 
ceased firing, and commenc;ed repairing her damages, which 
were rather serious. Her sails and rigging were much cut, also 
her spare spars and boats: several round shot had struck the 
hull, and one large one had entered the counter; but yet the 
Princess-Royal bad not a man hurt. On board the privateer~ 
were 30 English and American prisoners. From some of these 
it was afterwards ascertained, that the Aventurier had all her 
masts shot through and her sails and rigging much cut, had 
received 19 shot in her hull below the wales, and sustained a 
loss of two men killed and four wounded. Her injuries, indeed, 
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were so great, that the privateer was compelled ~ brea~ up her' 
cruise and return to Bordeaux to refit. Such a result ~hd great 
credit to the skill, as well as gallantry, of the packet's crew; 
nor must we omit to state that, when all the 4-pound cartrid'ges 
were consumed, Captain Skinner's sister and her maid em .. 
ployed themselves in the bread-room in making new ones. 

On the 26th of June, at 4 P. K., the British 38-gunfrigate 
Seahorse, Captain Edward James Foote, cruising off the coast 
of Sicily, fell in with the French 36-gnn frigate Sensible, Cap
tain Bourde. Being charged with despatches, and havin~ tlie 
general of division Baraguay-d'Hilliers and his suite, With a 
quantity of valuables on board, which she had brought &om 
Malta and was carrying to Toulon, the Sensible crowded sail to 

, escape. The chase, tile latter part of it. a running fight, con
tinued until 4 A. M. on the 27th; when, the island of Pantellaria 
bearing west-north-west distant 12 leagues, the Seahorse came 
up with the Sensible. A close action now commenced, and con
tinued fOl' eight minutes; 'when the Sensible, hav.ing,besides 
much damage in her masts and rigging, received several shot in 
her hull, 36 of them between wind and water, and sustained a 
severe loss in killed and wounded, hauled down her colours. 

The Seahorse, out of a complement, including some seamen 
belonging to the Culloden, of 292 men and boys, had one sea
man and one drummer killed, her first lieutenant (David Wil. 
mot, slightly), 13 seamen, one corporal, and one' private' of 
marines wounded. According to the British official . account, 
the Sensible, out of a crew, including a few passengers, of 300, 
had 18 men killed, her first and second captains, and 35 men 
wounded; but, according to the French accounts, the Sensible's 
loss amounted to 25 killed, and 55 wounded. 

The fact, that the Seahorse mounted 46 guns, consisting of 
long 18 and 9 pounder!!, and (14 it appears) 32-pounder carron
ades, and the Sensible, 36 guns, consisting of long 12 and 6 
pounders, and (four, we believe) brass 36-pounder carronades, 
renders it tolerably certain that, even had the French frigate 
been quite free to act on the offensive, the su~riority .of her 
opponent's force would have led to a defeat. The Sensible's 
heavy loss, too, proves that she did . not surrender until.she had 
felt the effects of that superiority; and yet the French minister 
of marine thus publicly notices the capture of the Sensible: "It 
is time that the navy should know, that it is not enough to 
justify .t~e loss of a ship, that it surr«:nders only to s~perior 
force; It IS necessary that a long, an obsbnate, and a temble re
sistance should alleviate the sorrow of a. defeat, and soften the 
regret of the republic. The executive directory will not suffer 
themselves to be seduced by any consideration repugnant to this 
determination, which I now colttmunicate to you. It will give 
its confidence only to officers who shall deserve it by their talents 
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and courage." We think we could point out some instances of 
French captures, to which this spirited denunciation more suit
ably applies than to the case of the Seahorse and Sensible. 

A better feeling, however, appears afterwards to have pre
vailed. General -Baraguay-d'Hilliers succeeded in convincing 
the directory that the French frigate had been bravely defended 
against a very superior force, and had been surrendered only 
when no other alternative remained. In consequence of this, a 
court-martial was ordered upon Captain Bourde. It sat at 
Toulon, and honourably acquitted him. In this instance a clear 
exposition of the relative force of the ships, and a compliment to 
the behaviour of the weaker combatant, in the British official 
account, might have prevented the French directory from pass
ing so unmerited. a censure upon a hrave officer. . . 

According to some extracts from the French journals of· 
November, 1797, the Sensible, with the 38-gun frigate.Junon, 
~un "corvette" (or which may be Anglicised 28-gun frigate) 
Brune, 20-gun co"ette Fauvette, and 14-gun brig Railleur, had 
been hired by Messieurs Petit and company, merchants of 
Toulon. As this may elucidate what we had occasion to say 
on this subject at a former page, we shall give a· translated 
abstract of the charter-party •. "These five vessels, well known 
for their superior sailing, belong to the navy of the republic, and. 
at. present are at Toulon: they form pal·t of those which the 
government has lent for the purpose of cruising, upon conditions,. 
of which the principal are these: the vessels to be completely 
fitted out by tlie government; the freighters being only obliged 
to provide for and pay the crew. The cost of revictualling anlil. 
touching at any place to be also at the charge of the freighters;; 
but the costs for repairs of masts, for cordage, ordnance, and 
ordnance-stores, to be defrayed by the republic. The freighters. 
to propose the commanders, who must be approved by the· 
minister of marine. The freighters to choose the station for 
cruising, and the places at which the vessels are to stop. The 
net produce of the prizes to be divided as follows: one-third to 
the crew, and a third of the remaining two-thirds to the republic_ 
The sale of the prizes to be confided to the freighters. If, during 
the existence of any such contract, or hiring, peace should be 
concluded between the belligerent powers, and the freighters 
should not have covered their advance, the vessels in use shall 
continue at their disposal for any commercial expedition. Any 
dispute that may arise to be referred to arbitration." The 
Egyptian expedition had seemingly restored all the hired ships 
to the owners, the French republic. . 

Earl St.-Vincent, when the Seahorse joined the fleet with her 
prize, manned the Sensible with six sailors from each ship, and 
had her completely equipped for sea.in 12 hours. The admh·al. 
also, made a 'commander of Lieutenant Wilmot, and appointed 
him to the Alliance frigate-flute. Among the effects found on 
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board the Sensible at her capture, was a b1'l1$8 cannon· formed,. 
taken from the Turks, and which Louis XIV. had presented to 
the knights of Malta; also a gilt silver model of a galley. After 
her amval at Spithead in the following February, the Sensible, 
on account probably of her age and weakness, was not fitted out 
as a cruising frigate: as a troop-ship, however, she became useful 
for some years. . 

When Rear-admiral Sercey arrived at the Isle of France ia 
June, 1796,· and during hiS sub~q~ent stay there, the 36-gun 
frigate Preneuse and ship-co"e~te Brule-Gueule were absent OD. 
a cruise in the Mosambique channel. Hence it was only on his 
return to Port-Louis from Batavia in Febl'U3.l)", 1797, that he 
was joined by those two ships. With his force thus augmented 
to seven frigates and a large co"ette, the rear-adminU sailed 
from the Isle of France in the latter end of the summer, having 
-on board the troops, in number, including the artillery, very few 
short of WOO, that had accompanied the two agents from 
France; and which troops the French squadron was now cairry
ing to Batavia, ostensibly to succour the Dutch, but in reality to 
rid the colony of their presence, they having already attempted 
to excite an insurrection among tlie blacks. Rear - admiral 
Sercey carried the troops to their destination, disembarked them 
there, and returned to the Isle of France, without any occur-
rence of consequence. -

On the 19th of January, 1798, two ambassadol'S from Tippoo
Saib amved at the Isle of France, to solicit succours. They 
were accompanied by a Frenchman named Debay, as an inter
preter, and by another Frenchman named Ribaud; who having. 
m the latter end of 1796, with the privateer he commanded, beea 
forced by stress of weathel' into Mangalore, was arrested and 
thrown into prison. Question~d soon afterwards by Tippoo, as 
to the inclination and means possessed by France to second him 
in the war which he meditated against the British, Ribaud, iD. 

order to obtain his liberty, exaggerated the resources of the re
public, and assured the sultan, not only that he might, OD. the 
Eatt of France, reckon upon a powerful co-operation, but that 
there were already at the Isle of France an immense body of 
troops, which only waited his orders. These reports of the wily 
Frenchman determined Tippoo to commence hostilities, and led, 
as we shall hereafter see, to his ruin. 

The principal part of the troofs on the island had already 
been transported to Batavia. Al th~refore that the governor 
could now do, was to forward to France, with the utmost ex
pedition, the letters from Tippoo-Saib. Accordingly the frigates 
Vertu and Regeneree were ordered upon this service; the latter 
commanded, as before, by Captain Willaumez, the former by 
Commodore Magon, late of the Preneuse; and who, at the paJ."-

• See vo!. L, P. 3S4. 
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t:ieular desire of Rear-admiral Sercey, bad exch~o-ed witft 
Captain I'Hermite. These two frigates set sail from tlie Isle of· 
France on the 23d of January, but, unfortunately for an object 
that ~uired despatch, not by themselves. Early in the mont1r. 
two ships belonging to the Philippine company, laden with silk,. 
indigo, spices, and other precious merchandise, to the estimated 
value of four millions of piastres, had arrived at Port-Louis 
from Manilla. For 60,000 piastres, the colonial government 
agreed to convoy these galleons to Spain; and, with the two 
heavy-sailing hulks in company, the Vertu and Regeneree pro
ceeded on their voyage: 

We wil1 now relate an exploit performed in the quarter whence 
these two richly-laden ships had recently arrived; an exploit in 
some degree connected with the proceedings of Rear-admiral 
Sercey's squadron, inasmuch as it owed its success to a simula
tion of two of his shi~. On the 5th of January the British 38-
gun frigate Sibylle, Captain Edward Cooker and 12-pounder 
32-gun frigate Fox, Captain Pulteney Malcolm, sailed from the 
road of Macao, for the pu~ of reconnoitring the Spanish 
:fOrce in the Philippines, and, lD particular, to endeavour to p0s
sess themselves of two richly-laden ships sUPl?osed to be nearly 
ready to sail from Manilla, the capital of the ISland of Luconia. 
On the 11th the two frigates made the island, and on the 12th, 
while coasting down it with French colours Hying, captured a 
small vessel from the port off which they were bound. After 
taking out of her 390Q dollars. and ascertaining from her master
that, of the Spanish squadron, reported by: him to consist of 
four sail of the line and four frigates, in CaVlta, the port bel~
ing to the city of Manilla, one ship only of each class was in a 
lltate to put to sea, Captain Cooke allowed the vessel to proceed 
on her voyage. It being intended to pass for two frigates of M. 
Sercey's squadron, the Sibyne, we presume, for the Seine, and . 
the Fox for the Prudente or Regeneree, the two captains began 
taking measures to disguise their ships. 

On the 13th, at about 8 P. M., every thing being ready, the 
Sibylle and Fox entered the bay of Manilla, and, passing the 
small island of Corrigidore, wliereon the signal-house stands, 
without detection, came to an anchor at about 11 P. M. in 14: 
fathoms, each ship keeping the topsails at her mast-heads, to 
be ready for a sudden start. On the 14th, at 5 h. 30 m. A. K., 
the two frigates weighed. and; hoisting French colours, began 
working up the bay. At sunrise three gun-boats made their 
~pearance to leeward, also bound up the bay. At 9 A. K. the 
Fox opened the ships in Cavita road, which were seen to consist 
(If three sail of the line and three ~: of the six ships, four 
:were withont masts, and the remaming two, with· ODly their 
lower masts in. The road of Cavita was about three miles dis
tant from the leading frigate, the Fox; and, at 11 A. J(., w~ 
the latter ~as about tile same distanQe from tbetown;of M8DiUa, 
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lying nearly becalmed, a Spanish guard-boat, rowing 12 oars, 
and having a crew of 15 officers and men, including the second 
captain of the 34-gun frigate Maria-de-Ia-Cabeya, at anchor in 
Cavita, came on board, to inquire what ships the stran~rs were, 
and whence they came. Mr. Bernard, the/Hot of the Fox, and 
who spoke French and Spanish, informe the visiting officer 
that the two frigates belonged to M. Sercey's squadron; that 
they bad been cruising on the coast of China, and that,' the 
crews being sickly, they were come to Manilla for refreshment, 
as well as to form a junction with the Spanish squadron, a part 
'Of which, a bope was expressed, would accompany them to sea. 
Tbe Spanish captain said, in reply, that he had been directed 
by the governor to acquaint them that their wants should be 
supplied; but that he believed none of the ships in the port 
could be got ready in less than two months, as they were in 
want 'Of every SpeCIes of stores, and their crews were sickly. ' 

At, this moment Captain Cooke came oil board, and Captain 
Malcolm introduced hIm as Commodore Latour; a name that, 
as the Spanish captain was doubtless as ignorant of that officer's 
death as the two British captains, answered as well as any other; 
To the new commodore many questions were put; and, having 
in full recollection the abihty he had about four years before 
displayed at Toulon} we can liave no doubt that Captain Cooke 
acted bis part to the Jife. A very interesting, and, to one of the 
parties at least, very instructive conversation ensued, and lasted 
nearly an hour, dunng which the ceremony of drinking success 
to the united exertions of the Spaniards and French against the 
. British, was not forgotten. Having pumped every thing they 
wanted 'Out of their unsuspecting guest, and observing other 
boats approaching from the shore, Captains Cooke and Malcolm 
made known who they really were. The Spanish captain nearly 
fainted with astonishment; but a bumper of Madeira, coupled. 
with an assurance that be should not be detained as a prisoner, 
recovered him. ' . 

Meantime the two boats had pulled alongside. One was 
Admiral Don Martin Alaba's barge, rowing 20 oars, with 23 
officers and men, including the governor's nephew; the other a 
felucca, rowing 20 oars, with 23 officers and men, and among 
them one of Admiral Alaba's aides-de-camp, bringing compli
ments of congratulation on the safe arrival of their friends the 
French, with information, that all the latter could want or wish 
would be supplied; and that launches, with anchorH and cables 
to assist the frigates into the harbour, were getting ready. ' 

As soon as tbese new visiters had joined their friends in the 
Fox's cabin, no other point being now to be gained by deception; 
they also were made acguainted ·with the rule that had been 
played oft' upon them. If they were surprised and mortified at 
lirst, the rear-admiral and his suite were still more so on wit
nessing, as they soon did, the success of another part of the 
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plan, so happily conceived and executed by their enterprising 
enemies. \Vhile, for instance, this farce was enacting in the 
cabin, the Spanish boats' crews had been handed to the deck 
below. A party of British seamep then exchanged clothes with 
them, and, stepping into the Spanish boat, pushed off, in com
pany with some of the boats belonging to the two frigates, 
towards three Spanish gun-boats, that lay just without the 
river leading to the town. The people in the gun-boats, being 
taken by surprise, were unable to resist the impetuosity of the 
British boarders, and actually surrendered, without a· trigger's 
being pulled. One boat was No. 31, of 30 oars, carrying one 
long brass 36-pol1nder and four swivels, with,a complement of 
52 men; and the two others were Nos. 33 and 34, one of 28. the 
other of 30 oars, each mounting one long 24-pounder and four 
swivels, with a complement of 50 men. A part of the crews~ 
however, were either not on board, or succeeded in reaching the 
shore, as only 118 officers and men were brought away. . 

The capture of the gun-boats being perceived from the shore. 
and thought rather unaccountable, another felucca-rigged boat, 
rowing I~ oars" with 21 officers and men, including among them 
the captalO of the port, came off, to know why the boats were 
detained, and to say that, jf they were not immediately restored, 
the authorities tn the town would consider the two frigates as 
enemies, and act accordingly. Previously to any serious reply 
to this message, the last-mentioned Spanish officer and his men 
were handed below. Up to this time the weather had remained 
J>erfectly calm, and might account for the frigates not entering 
the road to anchor; but now a breeze sprang up that facilitated 
discovery, and put a stop to all further stratagem. . 

From the different Spanish officers that had been brought on 
board, much information was obtained respecting the naval force 
in the port; which consisted, by their account, of the 74-gun 
ships Europa, Magnanime, and San-Pedro-Apostol, and the 34-
gun frigate Maria-de-Ia-Cabeya, all under equipment at the 
arsenal, but n'ot, for the reasons already mentioned, in a state to 
put to sea. There were also several gun-boats, all new, cop
pered, and, to judge from those captured, very well appointed~ 
It appeared, likewise, that the merchant ships Rey-Carlos and 
Marquesetta, whose reputed rich cargoes had brought the two 
English frigates to the Philippines, were then lying in the 
Cavita. The former was supposed to be aground; and the 
latter was represented to have relanded her treasure on the ap
pearance, some days back, of a sus~icious vessel, ascertained 
to have been the 44-gun sbip ReslStance, Captain Edward 
Pakenham. 
. At 4 P. K. Captain Malcolm gave the Spanish officers a good 
.dil)ner; and their men were at the same time regaled below with 
fresh China beef and gro~ in abundance. 1;he discovery, that 
the two frigates were enemIes, . had now extended itself all round 
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the bay. The kind usage to the prisoners while on boaM, and 
the circumstance of now permitting them to go on shore in the 
captured guard-boat, barge, and two feluccas, without parole o~ 
restrietion of any sort, could not filii to impress, as well upon the 
prisoners themselves, who were in number 200, as upon the 
natives in general of these remote isla~ds, very filvourable ideas 
of the British character. The particular seasou of the year, in 
which this successful ruse was practised, being that wherein. the 
Spaniards, from the prevalence of the monsoons, considered 
tllemselves in comparative security, a few additional ships and 
men might have captured the town and vessels of war, and de
stroyed the arsenal. As it was,· the Sibylle and Fox had made 
a good morning's work: they had taken seven boats, about 200 
men, three great guns, 12 swivels, 27 muskets, 32 cutlasses, 18 
half-pikes, 13 pistols, 153 ronnd shof, 137 grape shot, and 100 
shells, with, of course, a proportion of powder and of musket
cartridges; all without the slightest casualty. 

On tbe same evening, the two British frigates, accompanied 
by the three prize gun-boats, in charge of the three lieutenants~ 
Thomas FortescueKennedy, Charles Elphinstone, and George 
Rutherford, anchored oft' the island of Corrigidore; and on the 
next morning, the 16th, they quitted the bay, and, th~ SibyUe 
with one,· and the Fox, with two gun-boats in tow, stood to the 
southward, in the hope to precede, if possible, any information 
that they were among the islands. On the night of the 19tb~ 
ODe of tbe two gun-boats towed by the Fox, in a heavy s9.uall~ 
broke adrift. The Fox immediately brought to and contlOued 
to fire guns and show lights during the whole night; but all in 
vain, the gun-boat having foundered with the loss of all her crew~ 
consisting of Lieutenant Rutherford, one midshipman (Mr_ 
Nicholson), nine seamen, and one boy. At day-light, on the 
.2Oth, the frigates made sail and coasted Mindora, Pany, NegrOB~ 
and Magindano, without any occurrence worth notice. . 
. On the 22nd, at day-light, being within a few miles of Sam
boangon, on the island of Majindinao, a settlement which they 
purposed to lay under contribution for water, wood, and refresh
ments, the frigates hoisted Spanish colours; but, while steering 
towards it, the Sibylle grounded on the north-west point of ~e 
small island of S8.nta-Cruz. The Fox and the two gun-boats 
tlten stood on; but, at 6 h. 20 m •. A.. M., being becalmed, were 
obliged to anchor just abreast of, and at the distance of about a 
Dlile and a half from, the fort of Samboangon. At about this 
time the Sibyll~ got oft'; but the state of ~e ,tide, coupled with 
the want of wmd. prevented her from Jommg. . A boat now 
approached the. Fox ,from the ~ho~, and, whe!l,witbin hai~,.in
'111lred the. name and other ~rticulars of the fngate; Receivmg 
DO satisfactory answer, the Spaniaros puUed back to the shoi'e~ 
_hich, although several muskets were fired at them, they reach~ 
in lafetY. . At 6 h. 30 m~ A.K. the British vessels hoisted their 
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proper colours, and the Fox.and the two glUl-boats opened a fire 
upon the fort, which was returned as well by the latter as by a 
two-gun battery to the westward,. but, oWIng to the diatanee, 
with verJ little effect. At 8 A.. K. a fresh breeze sprang up from 
the land, and, aided by the tide, then running at ilie rate of three 
knots to the westward, drove the Fox off the bank. on which she 
had anchored. 
, At noon, a fresh breeze springing up from the westward, the 

Sibylle and Fox, accompanied by the two gun-boats, made all 
sail towards the fort.. At abou't 2 h. 5 m. P. K. the Sibylle fired 
an l~under at the western battery to try the distance, and iD. 
five DlIDUtes more, being abreast of the fort of Samboangoo, 
brought to and commenced the. action. Shortly afterwards the 
Fox began firing at the western battery; and, at 3 P. K., being 
abreast of, and about half a mile distant from it, and about three 
quartel'S of a mile from the fort, dropped her anchor astern, but 
nther inside, of her consort. The Fox and the western battery, 
which mounted 12 or 14 guns, were soon as hotly engaged as the 
fort itself and the Sibylle. The fire from the battery aqreast of 
the Fox being both heavy and well-directed, while the shot from 
the latter seemed to produce little or no effect, Ca,Ptain Malcolm, 
at 3 h. 20 m. P. K., accompanied by the t1rst lieutenant of the 
Fox, in conformity to directions previously received from Captain 
Cooke; proceeded,. in three of the Fox's boats (and which were 
soon followed by three from the Sibylle), to endeavour to effect 
·a landing to the westward of the battery. 

As the boats a})proached, a shot from the battery struck and 
went through the Fox's cutter, killing two seamen, and wounding 
a IllW!ter's mate (Mr. Davis), two seamen, and one marine. Fo~ 
tunately, the cutter, when she swam~, was· in shoal water and 
close to a sand-bank; upon which, Captain Maloolm and the 
l'emainder of the crew presently landed. Here the captain 
found, as well the surviving men of the cutter, as the crew of 
the launch, that had grounded on the same bank, and intended 
pushing for the shore; but, deep water being found inside the 
bank, and a strong party of men observed posted on the beach, 
the attempt was abandoned, and the party, at about 3 h. 30 m. 
p. M., returned to the ships. At 3 h. 40 m. a shot from the bat
tery cut away two strands of the Fox's cable. Having received 
e»ther considerable damage.on board; the Fox now cut the re
maining strand of her cable, and stood out of gun-shot to the 
southward. The Sibylle about the same time cut her cable, and 
removed further from the fort. 

Of this fort and the adjoining batteries, the strength had 
evidently been much underrated by the commanding officer of 
the two frigates; one of which, the Sibylle, had her master 
(Richard Stanning) and one marine killed, and one wounded. 
It was the other frigate, however, which, owing to her nearness 
to the western battery, bore the brWlt of the attack. -One shot, 
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as already stated, cut the Fox's cable: another passed through 
the mizenmast, about 12 feet from the head; another carried 
away the supporters of the wheel, and another the bits on the 
quarterdeck; about 28 others struck the ship's side. Her main 
stay and six of her lower shrouds, were also cut away, and her 
running rigging and sails much injured. With respect to the 
loss sustained on board, the Fox had two seamen killed, the 
captain's clerk and 10 seamen wounded; making, with the los8 
in the cutter, a total of four killed and 15 wounded. " 

At 9 p. M. the two frigates anchored about six miles to the 
eastward of Samboangon town. On the 23d, in the moming, 
by which time the Fox had fished her mizenmast and repaired 
the most material of her damages, the two frigates got under 
way and stood to the northward. On the same evening, the 
two gUll-boats after all the stores had been taken out of them, 
were destroyed, as being unfit to proceed on the voyage to 
Canton. On the 27th, the fiigates being much in want of water 
which they had been ~ompelled to relinquish taking by force at 
Samboangon, put into the harbour of Pullock, situated to the 
northward of Majindinao. On the 31st, at daybreak, three 
boats fmm each frigate were sent to bring away the" last load. 
At 9 A. M. some of the men belonging to the Sibylle's boats 
(those of the Fox had come on board) were perceived running 
to the beach and making signals. Instantly all the boats, 
manned and armed, of both frigates, led by their respective cap
tains, pulled towards the shore. Here two seamen were found 
killed by the natives, one mortally wounded, and nine missing, 
supposed to have been carried into the woods. The remainder 
of the party, including Lieutenant M.ajeur, who commanded it, 
were fortunately rescued. Every effort to recover the men 
having failed, Captain Cooke ordered the village of the natives 
to be set on fire, and their corn cut down, and then weighed and 
set sail for Mindanao. On arriving here, Captain Cooke was 
promised by the sultan that he would use his influence to re
cover, if they were alive, the missing men. The sultan eventually 
fulfilled his promise, and the men were restored, but ~ot in time 
for the Fox and Sibylle to bring them away, Captain Cooke 
being obliged to hasten on to Canton, to be ready to convoy the 
homeward-bound trade. 

On the 8th of March Tippoo-Saib's two ambassadors, with 
l1bout 150 colonial volunteers (hel'e was a reinforcement for a 
sultan who could bring into the field 70,000 horse a!ld foot) ! 
sailed in the Preneuse for Mangalore. On the 20th of April, 
having two days before received mtelligence that two Indiamen 
were at Tellicherry, taking in a cargo of pepper, Captain I1Her
mite looked into the port, but, finding only one ship there, 
doubted the accuracy of his information, and cruised off the coast 
for a day or two under English colours. 

A periague, which the Preneuse captured on the morning of 
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the 21st, havin~ assured the French captain that the ship in 
sight, however formidable in a'ppearance, was nothing but an 
Indiarnan, the Preneuse, ~isgulsed still .as an E~~lisn frigat.e, 
stood for the road of Telbcherry. In hIS way thIther Captam 
L'Hermite fell in with another Indmman steerin~ for the same 
anchorage. The Preneuse now reduced her saIls and yawed 
about, so as to let this ship enter the road first. At about 2 h. 
30 m. ' P. ){., while this manreuvre was practising, a thunder
tltorm came on; and at 3 P. M. the Preneuse was struck with 
lightning. The electric fluid entered at the frigate's main truck 
1Uid, running down the mast into the hold, reascended to the 
main deck, killed one man, and wounded 15 or 16, and then 
passed out at one ofthe ports. Towards 4 P. M., just as the 
Indiaman had cast anchor, within about 100 fathoms of the one 
already in the road, the Preneuse steered between the two, and 
changmg her colours to French, fired a broadside into each. The 
ship that had just anchored fired a broadside in return, cut her 
cable~ and loosed her sails, with the intention ofl'unning on shore. 
The other ship, owing to her position, could only return one or, 
two guns: in short, the two vessels were captured. One proved 
to be the Woodcot of 802 tO,ns, Captain .Andl'ew Hannay, the 
other the Raymond, of 793 tons, Captain Henry Smedley; 
both armed, and the latter, with &. detachment of company's 
tro9PS on board. 

Having taken of the commandant of Tellicherry' a receipt for 
his prisoners, 600 in number, and the half descnbed as Euro
peans, Captain L'Hermite manned his two prizes and despatched 
them to the Isle of France, and then proceeded on his mission to 
Mangalore. Here the frigate arrived on the 24th of April, and, 
quittmg_the rofid on the 26th, steered for Java. ,At Batavia Cap
tain L'Hermite arrived in the middle of June, and found there 
Rear-admiral Sercey; who had recently arrived in the Brule-
Gueule, with the intention of making the Dutch island his tem
PO!,~ head"'luaJ'te"!.· We will now see ho,w far the ~ertu and 
Regeneree, Wlth theIr valuable charge, have ;got on theIr voyage 
home. 

Before we quit the eastern hemisphere to accompany the 
French frigates Vertu and Regeneree on their voyage to Europe, 
we will give some account of a v.ery melancholy ship-loss, WIth 
which the Straits of Banca were this vear visited. On the 
evening of the 23d of July the Resistance, which ship we men
tioned as making her appearance off Manilla, anchored in the 
Straits, to await the approach of a Malay sloop, which Captain 
,Pakenham had detained, on a ,suspicion that she was Dutch 
property, and which he was Il0\V about to restore to the Malay 
captain. On the 24th, at 1 A. M., the sloop joined, and dropped 
anchor under the stern of the ship. It appears from the narra-

• Victoires et Conquetes,tome yiii., p.804 •. 
VOL. n. B 
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tive of a seB.ma of the nesistance named. Thomas Scott. tIDe fL 
the few survivQl'S of the awful catastrophe which ensued,. that, .. 
he was al~ping on the larboard side of the quarterdeck, he was 
suddenly awakened by a tierc~ blaze that seized his clothes and. 
hair, and which was succeeded, in an. instant, by It. tremend.ous 
Upl08ioo, from the shock of which, as he. afterwards conjec::
tured, he 'became utterly senseless for several nUn~ Fioa 
the appearance of daylight about an hour aft.er he had 'beeQ. 
blown up, Scott sup~ the accident to have happened at 
about four o'clock in the·lD.QlUi.ng. The whole number of Il~ 
vivOl'$, including Scott, appears to have been 13, of whom the 
highest in t:IlU was a quartennaster. The number that had. 
peri&hed am,ounted to about 314 officers, seamen, and marin~ 
three English women married on board, one Malay woman of 
Amboyna, and 14 Spanish prisoners ttken in a prize; to~l 332 
fIOuls. 

The subsequent sufferings of Seott and his compamons. as 
related by himself, we~ very great. On recorenng a little. from 
the stupor into which the shock had thrown hiQ,l, lie found hiol
self half-suffocated with water, floating and struggli!1K. for hill 
existence, in 'company with several other persons. He made 
.hift, as did 12 of those near him, to reach the. hammock-netting 
()f the ship on the starboard side, which was just above the 
water. At the dawn of day the peOple belongi!li to the sloop, 
then not out of hail astern, and who must. have heard the shouts 
(){ the wretche9 beings that were clinging to the. wreck, weighed 
anchor, and, callous to every impulse of humanity, stood over 
to the island of Borea. It would appear from thiS, either that 
PO prize-crew had been placed on. board the sloop, 1,1ut merely 
the master taken out of her, or that. the British, notwithstanding 
it was one o'clock in the morning when the sloop joined, had 
.been withdrawn from her, and her own people put lB possession. 

THe mild state of th~ weather enabled the 13 survivors, moat 
()f whom were badly scorched, to construct a raft to eonvey them 
to the low land of Sumatl'a, dista.J;lt about three'leagues from the 
spot, and about six from the Dutch settlement of Palambang. 
In the afternoon they committed themselves to the raft, with 
()nly a single pumpkin for food for the whole of them. A ,gale 
soon .afterwards got up, and dashed the raft to pieces. Four of 
the seam~n, including Scott, took to an anchor-stock which had 
formed part of the raft, and which they now steadied by. means 
of two spars lashed across. These men, after first being nearly 
famished, and then nearly massacred, reached the Sumatra coast. 
There they all became prisoners to a. party of Mal~ys. Scott 
appears to have been the only one that subsequently became 
released from captivity. The eight poor wretches (or. rather 
seven, for one had died), ~ho remained on the shattered tIlft, 
were never heard of afterwards. I 

On the 24th of April, at a 1'. M., the British 12-pounder 32-
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rn frigate Pearl, Captain Samuel James BaUard, while running· 
10 fot' the Isles of Loss with a moderate breeze from the west
south-West, discovered a large ship at anchOT under Factory 
island, four others at anchor between the islands, and an armetl 
brig under sail. What the armed brig and one of the ships were 
we are unable to say; but the ship under Factory5s1and we take 
to have been the Regeneree, and the" frigate, with yards and 
topmasts down," described in the Pearl's log as one ofthose at 
anchor between tpe islands, her consort the Vertu. At 5 h. 30 m. 
P. K. the latter, having hoisted her colours, opened a heavy fire 
upon the Pearl; who, at 6 P. M., while running, as she was com
pelled to do, between the two frigates, fired at both, and then 
hauled up in three fathoms through the eastern passage. At 1 
P. M. the Pearl ceased firing, but found herself chased by the 
~neree; who continued the pursuit all that night, and until 
the next evening at dark, when she disa.ppeared. On the after
noon of the next day, the 27th, the Pearl anchored in St.
George's bay, Sierra-Leone. The fire fo which she had been 
exposed, in running past the French frigates, had shot away her 
foietopgallant yard, and several lower shrouds and other rigging. 
cut tb:rou"h ber fore ya.rd, hulled her in several places, some. 
between wmd and watet, dismounted two of her carronades, and 
mortally wounded one man. 

We mMt leave these two French frigates and their sluggisft 
OODVOY at the Isles of Loss, while we attend to another frigate 
of Rear-admiral Sercey''S squadron. On the 24th of April, the 
4().,gon frigate Seine, still commanded by Lieutenant Juliim
Gabriel Bigot, with about 280 refractory troops on board, set 
sail from Port-Louis, for the same destination as the Vertu and. 
Re~~ree. On the 29th of lune, at 7 A. M., the Penmarcks. 
in sight to leeward, the British ~gun frigate Jason, Captain. 
Charles Stirling; 12-pounder 36-gun frigate Pique, Captain 
David Milne, and 12-pounder 32-gun frigate Mermaid, Captain 
James Newman N-ewman, cruising in company, descried and 
ehased a Frerrch frigate in· the south-soutb-west, orwindwlU'd 
quarter. The Menn9id immediately stood to the northward, to 
cut oft' the stranger from the land.1he latter, however, which 
lV8S tire Seine, after a fortunate passage of three months, just 
about to. enter" as her people flattered themselves, a port of 
Franee, taek.ed soon afterward~; at'id steered to thesouttiward ; 
"'hereby tbe Mermaid, at best but an· indifferent" sailel', 'WII:S 
~ptetely throWD."MIt. ·The Pique kept her wind; and the 
l"ason steered aboalt two points free, in order to, prevent the 
enemy from enteriag Lorient.· .. . . 

'I'he cb_ eontfaQed throughout the day; and at 9 P. M. the 
Pique got within gtttl1hot of the enemy, and kept up a con
stant fire with her bow-guns. Ataboat 11 P.M., tae P!que 
lWlged ~p alongSide ~he French frigate, and· gave an~ recetved 
• broaclsiae. A nnuuDg fight BOW ensued, atid. tbe PJq'lle od 
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Seine, keeping abreast of ,each other, continued an unremitting 
interchange of broadsides, for two hours and 35 minutes; when 
the British frigate, having had her main topmast shot away, 
droppe«! astern. ' 

The Jason now coming up, Captain Stirling hailed the Pique, 
and desired her commander to anchor; but Captain Milne, not 
hearing what was said, and anxious to see the last of an oppo
nent whom he had so long singly engaged, pushed up, under 
all the sail he could carry, on the larboard SIde of the Jason. 
There the Pique unfortunately grounded. Almost at the same 
instant, the land near Pointe de la Trenche was seen close upon 
the Jason's larboard bow; and, before the ship would answer 
her helm, she also took the ground near to the Seme, who, it was 
perceived, had likewise grounded, and was entirely dismasted. 
As the tide ros~, the Jason hung only forward, and therefore 
swang with her stem fairly exposed to t4e enemy's broadside. 
Of this the Seine took proper advantage, and poured into the 
Jason several raking broadsIdes; which, besides inflicting nearly 
the whole loss she sustained, wounded her masts,and cut and 
tore to pieces her rigging and sails. In a little while, however, 
'the Jason got some guns run out abaft; and the Pique, having 
by squaring her yards, forged a little ahead of the Jason, was 
enabled to point four of her foremost 12-pounders clear of the 
latter. Ou receiving a few shot from the guns of both oppo
nents thus brought to bear, and seeing the Mermaid fast ap. 
proaching, the Seine struck her colours. 

The Pique, besides having lost her fore topmast, was exceed
ingly shattered in her masts, rigging, and sails, and had unfor
tunately lain near enough to receive some of the Seine's shots 
as they passed over the J ason; but, until towards the close of 
the combat, as already mentioned, the former could not return a 
shot without firing into or through her companion. Every 
attempt to get the Pique afloat was exerted in vain, and she 
bilged. The Jason was more successful, being heaved oft'into 
deep water by the Mermaid; who, notwithstanding every eft'ort 
to get up, did not arrive in time to participate in the action. 

The Jason lost her second lieutenant (Anthony Richard Ra. 
botier), one corporal of marines, and five seamen killed, her 
eommander, 'two midshipmen (Frederick Bedford and Samuel 
Luscombe), and nine seamen wounded. The Pique had one 
seaman killed, and one missing, her boatswain, boatSwain's 
,mate, one seaman, and three marines wounded; total in the 
two ships, nine (including the one missing) killed, and 18 
wounded. The loss 011 board the Seine, out of a complement 
,including soldiers, of 610 men, is represented to have been as 
many as 170 killed (including, we believe, several that were 
,drowned), and about 100 wounded. 

The Pique, a very inferior antagonist to the Seine" bore the 
brunt of the action; but the J ason, no doubt, cOI)tributed her 
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powerful aid in bringing it to a consummation. The Mermaid, 
on the other hand, was unable to take any share iD the engage
ment. The heavy loss sustained by the French ship, places 
Lieutenant Bigot's defence in a highly creditable light; and it 
must be admitted, that the troops on board the Seine, with their 
women, children~ and baggage, were rather an encumbranc& 
than a benefit. 

On the 30th, at daylight, the British 38-gun frigate Phaeton, 
Captain the Honourable Robert Stopford, 36-gun frigate, San
Fiorenzo, Captain Sir Harry N eale, and l2-poullder 32-gun 
frie:ate, Triton, Captain John Gore, hove in sight, and were 
called in by signal from the J ason, it appearing that two large 
frigates, a brig, and several gun-boats were coming out from 
ROchelle, with the view of driving away or capturing the Bri
tish frigates. The French were induced, however, to put back, 
on witnessing the junction of Captain Stopford's squadron. 
Had the latter not been present, the state of the British frigates, 
with only the Mermaid ill a condition to give battle, would hav& 
been extremely critical. 

In the course of this day, by throwing overboard her guns, 
and by the San-Fiorenzo's assistance, the Seine was hove off, 
and, being a very strong ship, escaped without any material 
damage, beyond what she had sustained bY' shot. The Piqu& 
could not be got off. She was therefore destroyed, and lier 
crew turned over to the prize; which, on her arrival in port, 
Captain Milne, his officers, and ship's company, were allowed, 
lIery justly, to commission as the British 38-gun frigate Seine. 

We are pleased to see it stated in a respectable French work, 
tlmt Lieutenant Bigot, on being carried to En~land, was treated 
with all the respect and attention due to his oravery and good 
conduct. He was also sent back to his country by the first ex
change; and the directory, to evince their opinion of his merits, 
promoted Lieutenant Bigot to be a capitaine de vaisseau with
out passing through the. intermediate rank -of a. capitaine d& 
{regate. 

On the 13th of May, the British l8-pounder 36-gun frigate, 
Flora, Captain Robert Gambier Middleton, chased the French 
Venetian-built brig-co"ette, Mondovi, of 18 guns (12 brass 6, 
and four iron 12-pounders), and 68 men, commanded by Lieu
tenant Jean-Baptiste Bonavie, into the port of Cerigo in th& 
island of that name, in the Archipelago. 

Being resolved to attempt the capture or destruction of the 
co"ette, and yet finding it impracticable, owin~ to the narrow 
entrance to the harbour and the commandiIlg sltqation of· the 
forts, to follow her with the frigate, Captain Middleton intFUsted 
the se"ice.to the Flora's boats under the orders of first Liell
tenant William Russel, assisted by Lieutenant William Hepen
stall, Lieutenant Richard. Parry. of the marines, Mr. Morton, 
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1ft'lIter-'Smate, Mr. TabOOek, the gulfftet, 'alld JIeesie1lrS Petley 
aDd Hawkins, midshipmen. 

On the same e~ning the boats quitted the 10101'&; and, iD 
the face of a severe fire from the fot1B, the Mondon her&elf,. 
and 'Several vessels in the harbour, the British gallantly boarded 
and cut out the corvette, with RO greater loss on their part tlran 
one private marine killed, the lieutenant of marines (Mr. Richard 
Parry), master's mate, gunner, and fi'V'e seamen wounded. The 
loss sustained by the Mondovi amounted to one seaman killed.,. 
four seamen drowned, from having jumped overboard a~ 
supposed, and eight seamen and soldiers dangerously wounded. 

Un the 26th of July, at 1011.30 In. A. x., the British2~n 
frigate Brilliant, Captain Henry Blaekwood, standing close Into. 
the ba¥ of Santa~mz, wi!-b the wind a ,fresh, breeze at east by 
north, In ()rder to dIscover If a strange sall, wbidt she had chased 
on the preceding evening, had arrived tbelle, saw two Freneh 
frigates}ying at an ~nchor. '-rhe latter, which ~ the yertu 
and Regeneree, still on their way to France,· nnmedlately 
slipped their cab1es and gave chase. 'I1N ,Brilliant stood O'tf" 
under all sail, cutting away ber anchors and boats to filleilitate 
her escape; but, in the mean time, got ready for action~ At 
half-past noon, finding her PUf8wrs weft! gaining UpOIl her, rile 
eat down the stem to make room for two :9--pounders as clla,.. 
sers, and got two 6-polltlders aft; OIl the qual'terdeck for tile 
aalDe purpose. At f! h. 30 m. the sollth poil1t of the Grud 
Canary bore east-soQth~ast six or seven leagues. At fi1lep ••• 
the Brilliant began firing berstem~ but, finding t~ey 
aid not reach,ceaseci untill b. 15 lDll P. M.; wha she recom
menced her fire, and. continued it with spirit. The Regeneree~ 
who \Va'S ahead and to leeward of her e0R80rt, BOW apeaoo her 
bow-ehasers; 8Iid both ships were .mdeotiy comillg up fast' 
with the BriUiam. 

It '\VU DOW that the latter resolved, by a bold muaGlllwe,_ 
attempt to extricate ~etf. :At'l h. SO m. p. 'M., being then oa 
the larboard tack, the Brilliant bore up athwart the bows ~ 
~ R~g~, and gave her' a broadside, Which abot a.y kel"'" 
lDIliMopsail halyards, and badly WQUDded bel' bow~ 
~t. After 'the excbaRge of.a few Inwci&ides, the ., 
•• d to the wind on the starboard taelk.; leaving the Rege.. 
_ree, with her maia topsaii dawn,aat iaca.pabIe, fOr the pm •• 
of renewing the pursuit. TIae Ve~haVlng _ked, was·.., 
cJn the Brilliant"1I weather q'lllL1'ter, and SOCb opened upoah. a 
heavy b1l't ineffectual 're, which tbe latter atItInred iIay'''' 
sternwchtlSerS. By __ ght the'wiB,d had sobsidat 110 a ~ 
abn; and the Reg~ wJiro. bad agaia made sail in dIae,. 
]lOW joined ber CODBOIt in ~ ·distaat llIiDocmade. At tbNIl 

• See}'. Ill. 
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quartltfl of an heur .r midaight, & breeae sprang up from. the 
Ilonh-east; and soon afterwards the. :Brilliant, losing sight of 
Ml. pursuers in the dark, bore away south by east. An inter
change of signals between the two French fngates,· by rockets. 
and false fires, foUowe.d this alteration in the British frigate's 
i:OW'&e, but I1Q further attempt at pursuit that the latter CQuld 
discover. 

The. Briniant suffered very little damage, and no loss, by th~ 
enemy's shot; but, in the chase, she. sprang ber foremast aml 
~ei-boom. On the 3d of August Captain Blackwood feU 
in with the 3~UD. frigate Flora, Captain Robert Gambier Mid
iilet.on; and the two f~tes, one of them having prisoners to 
uehange~ proceeded oH' Santa-Crlll. Arriving there. on the 
lOth,. Captain Middleton sent in a. fl~ of truee; which brought 
~ut nine men who had been pri~oners on board the Vertu!' 
These gave an account of the names and some other particulars 
of the ships which the Brilliant had engaged. Part of tbe 
information was, that the Regeneree's bowsprit, foremast, and 
main topmast, owing chiefly to tbeir wounded state. had 
fallen overboard, while the ship was in the act of tacking after 
the. Brilliant,. a soort time before the latter bore a.way to the 
aouthward. 

Had the Flora joined company during the chase" the. combat 
would most proba.bly have been brought to a decisive issue; 
and, as an additional reward to the British, should the day have 
~n their~, intelligence m.lgbt have been obta~ned of the two 
nch SpaJllsh galleons, whicb the two French fn~es had taken 
under their CODVOY i and which they escorted_, nfe to their 
~estination. .,;1 

Qn the 4th of July, at9 h. 45 m. P. M., the F~ch ex-Vene
tian brig-corvette Lodi, of 18 long 6-pounders &Ild at least 130 
men, COIDQlIlnded by Lieutenant Sennequierl' ::w.hile running 
through the PiombUlo channel, on her way from Leghoro, 
.whicll sbe had quitted that morning, to Alexandria, with de
spatches fOI Genel'lu Buonaparte, was hailed and attacked by 
an armed brig. As soon as she bad ascertained that the vessel 
approaching her so fearlessly was an enemy_ the Lodi endea
voured to obtain a. raking position ahead of her; but the British 
brig frllStrated the attempt by running her own bowsprit through 
the Lodi's boom-mainsail. 

A furiouS action now commenced, on the part of the Lodi by 
vivid and constant discharges of musketry, in which the officers 
and troops on board as passengers greatly assisted, and on the 
part of the British brig, who probably in the arm of musketry 
:felt. sensibly her deficiency, by discharges of grape and canister 
shot from such of her great guns as would bear. Twice the 
British attempted to put an end to. the combat. by boarding; 
but a part of tne assailants, each time, feU dead into the s~a, 
and tlie remaiQMr wQ[e driveJl hf.ck to their \Jrig, . covered With . . 
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wounds. The French, now, as if taught by the ill success of 
their opponents, where their own chief strengt4 lay, made a 
'Vi~orous attempt to board the British ·brig, but were repulsed 
With slaughter. . 

Before the French were· prepared or perhaps inclined to 
repeat the attempt, the two brigs separated, and each, we pre
sume, soon found the means of bringing her cannon exclusively 
into play. At 2 A.M. on the 5th the fire of the British brig, 
having gradually slackened, ceased, and Captain Sennequier 
took this opportunity of hailing to know if she would surrender. 
The only reply he obtained was a discharge of musketry, 
accompanied by a few cannon-shot. Soon after this the British 
brig endeavoured to get off, and had scarcely made sail for that 
purpose, when a broadside from the Lodi brought down her 
foremast and main topmast. 

This, one might suppose, left the Lodi nothing to do but to 
take possession of her prize. Far from it; the British brig, 
with onl, the stump of her mainmast standing, got away" and 
the Lodl, with rigging and sails cut, no doubt, but with both 
her masts standing in their places, in vain " fit tous l~s efforts 
pour le poursuivre," and could not overtake her until she had 
sheltered herself under the neutral coast of Tuscany. The Lodi, 
thereupon, with the loss of two seamen killed, her'commander. 
two other naval officers, some military officers, and 25 soldiers· 
and sailors wounded, made the best of her way to Alexandria;. 
where, in due time, she arrived safe. Here such a representa
tion was made of the combat, which the Lodi had sustained 
with the British sloop of war ., Aigle, of a force much superior 
to hers," "d'une force bien superieure a la sienne," that -lieu
tenant de vaisseau Sennequier was immediately promoted by the 
directory to the rank of capitaine de fl,egate.· 

Being well aware that there was no "Aigle" belonging to 
the British navy but a frigate, and no "Eagle," except an old 
64 at Chatham, and a 4-gun "Dutch hoy," lying in Poole har
bour, and having been taught by experience that French writers 
are very apt to mistake English pro~r names, we searched the 
log of every British brig-sloop crUising in the Mediterranean 
in the year 1798, but could discover no traces of an action 
fought I>y her at the time and place above-mentioned. A search 
throu~h the London journals proved equally fruitless. At length 
a Pans newspaper, under the head of Leghorn, informed us 
that on the 28th of July, 1798, the English. privateer-brig 
~'Aquila, Captain Colonna," of 14 guns and 57 men, entered 
the port in distress, having on the 4th, in the Piombino chan
nel, fought with a French brig, from eleven at night till half
past three in the morning, and that the former had lost a great 
many killed and wounded. 

• Victoires et Conquetes, tome L, p. 888. 
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O"ing to the late period at which this information reached 
us, it has not been in our power to discover who were the owners 
of the Eagle privateer: a subject of regret. as, in all proba
bility, we should then have been enabled to give more full and 
satisfactory details of an action so highly creditable to the 
British captain and his crew. At all events, sufficient has ap
peared.to show clearly, that Lieutenant Sennequier, instead of 
beinS' rewarded for having escaped from, ought to have been 
cashlered for not having captured the British privateer, which, 
after so long and well fought an action on her part, his most 
decided superiority of force had reduced to so crippled and de
fenceless a state. 

On the 11th of July, the British 44-gun ship, Regulus, 
Captain George Eyre, cruising off the north-west end of the 
island of Porta-Rico, discoverea five vessels at anchor in Aguada 
bay, under the protection of some batteries. Being resolved to 
attempt their ,capture or destruction, Captain Eyre manned a 
prize-schooner in company, and sent her with the boats of the 
Regulus under the orders of Lieutenant John Good, assisted by 
Lieutenant William Holman and master's mate, Thomas Fincli, 
to execute the service; the ReS'ulus herself standing in to 
cover and protect her boats in theIr advance. 

Owing to the failure of wind, neither the ship nor the schooner 
were able to get near enough to afford any material assistance. 
Lieuteru;mt Good, however, by his judicious arrangement and 
spirited conduct, executed tlie service with the boats alone; 
bringing out three of the lanest vessels, a ship, a brig, and an 
armed schooner. Had there been the smallest breath of wind, 
the remaining two vessels having been boarded and in possession 
for a' considerable time, would also have been carried off; but, 
it falling a dead calm at the moment the cables were cut, and 
there not being a sufficiency of boats to tow so many vessels, 
it became necessary to quit two of the vessels, in order to se
cure the three which appeared to be of the most importance. ' 

Notwithstanding' an lDcessant fire kept up bY' the batteries, 
close to which, for their security, the vessels had be~n moored, 
the British had only one man hurt, but that was the master's' 
mate already named, and who was killed by a grape-shot. 

On the 15th of July, at 9 A. H., Carthagena bearing about 
west by north, distant 29 leagues, the Britisn 64-gun ship, Lion, 
Captain Manley Dixon, steering east, with a crowd of sail, the 
wind. moderate at west-south-west, descried, in the south-east 
quarter, . standing towards her, four strange ships, which we 
may at once introduce as the 

Gun.Mc· 

{ 
P s Commodore don Felix O'Neil. 

omona. • • • ~ Captain don F. ViIJamil • 
.34 Proserpine • •• .. don Quaj. Bial. 

Santa-Cazilda • .. don D. Errara. 
Santa-Dorotea • ". don M. Gerraro. 
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The Lion immediately shortened sail, and hauled up, so as to 
.ecure the weathergage; then bore down. upon ·the four Spanish 
frigates, formed in close . order of battle on the larboard line 
of bearing, the third frigate from the van, the D.orotea, . with her 
fore topmast gone. In order to secure a geneml :action, Captain 
Dixon meditated his:first·attack on this ship; which, being left 
astern by her comrades, the Lion was not long in cutting off. The 
three remaining frigates tacked in succession, and passed the 
Lion very gallantly within musket-shot.; but, as their line, after 
tacking, was by no;means a close one, .they each .received a 
well-dU'ected broadside, the effect of which was evident by their
standing a long time on the same tack. Captain Dixon still 
kept in chase of the Dorotea; who, notwithstanding the loss of 
her fore topmast, sailed nearlY' as well as the Lion, ·and galled 
her considerably in the rigging by her stemoo(lhasers. . 

The three frigates, havmg at last tacked,uwie a aecondat
tempt, but not so close as the former, to succour ·their friend~ 
and were each .repaid by a broadside in ·return.At length the 
Lion closed with the Dorotea, and poured in a destructive fire~ 
the yard-arms of the two ships pasBlng just clear of each other. 
Still the latter held out. Her consorts made a third, but a dis
tant and feeble effort to cover; and then hauled close by ~ 
wind and stood. to the north-west. The Lion, whose rie:ging 
and sails were much cut, succeeded, with difficulty, in weariDJt 
round on the same tack as the Dorotea; who, having, in addi
tion to the loss of her fore topmast, had her mizenmast shot 
away, her mainmast and rudder damaged, and her rigging and 
sails cut to pieces, and beins, besides, abandoned by her three
comrades, very wisely SUbstitUted the British for the Spanish 
ensign. 

AS an additional proof that Captain Gerrarohad maintained 
the action with becoming bravery, the ,loss on board .his·ship, 
out of a crew, supernumeraries included, of 371 men and boy~ 
amounted to 20 men killed and 32 wounded. The loss sus
tained by the Lion was very trifling, amounting to no more than 
one young midshipman (Joseph Patey), wounded slightly in 
the shoulder, and who would not quit his quarters, and one 
seaman wounded d~erously. 

It took Captain DlXon during the remainder of the day to 
repair the rigging and. sails of the Lion, and to place the prize 
in a state to be conductea to her. new destination. The Santa 
Dorotea measured, 958 tons, and was afterwards added to the 
British navy, under the same name, as a 12-pounder 36.-guo. 
frigate. 

On the 3d of August while the British 3S-gun frigate Mel
pomene, Captain Sir Charles Hamilton, and 14-gunbrig-sloop,. 
Childers, Captain James O'Bryen, were crui~ing of! Isle 
Bas, on the coast of France; the former determined, ,With the 
boats of the two ships, to . attempt cutting out from the port of 
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Corigiou, a national armed brig, and several merchant vessels at 
anchor with her. At 10 p. M., five boats, manned with about 
70 men, and placed under the orders of Lieutenant Thomas 
George Shortland, of the Melpomene, quitted the ships; and, 
amid.t heavy rain, vivid lightning, and frequent squalls, an 
highly favourable to the enterprise, pulled for the French har
bour. At 3 A. M. on the 4th, the boats were alongside of, and, 
after more resistance than had been anticipated, carried, the 
French 14-gun bri~ (4-pounders), Aventurier, commanded by 
iLieutenant Rene-GIllaume Raffi, and manned with a crew of 
79 men. The gallant defence made by the brig cost the French 
16 men wounded, several of them mortally; while the loss on 
the part of the British amounted to no more than one seaman 
killed, and one missing, and one midshipman (Mr. Frost) and 
three seamen wounded. 

A difficult part of the enterprist- still remained to be executed. 
The forts that commanded the Corigiou inlet, alarmed at what had 
taken place, now opened their fire; and the wind, having veered 
round to north-north-west, blew a fresh gale directly into the pas
sage, the narrowness and intricacy of which rendered any attempt 
10 beat out doubly hazardous. The brig, however, was presently 
under sail; and leaving the merchant vessels to some more 
favourable opportunity, Lieutenant Shortland, after being ex
posed, during two hours, to a heavy fire from the French bat
teries, brought out his prize without mcurring any additional loss. 
The Childers had stood in to cover the boats, out, owin~ to the 
badness of the night and the dan~ers of the coast, With con
siderable risk. Viewed in every pomt, this boat-attack was a 
highly creditable affair to all who were engaged in it, not ex
cepting the officers . and crew of the French brig. Soon after 
his return into port, Lieutenant f5hortland, for the gallantry he 
had displayed on the occasion, was most deservedly promoted 
to the rank of commander. 

On the 7th of August, at 5 p. M., Cape Windmill, near 
Gibraltar, bearin~ north-east by north distant four or five 
leagues, the British brig-slo~p Eepoir, of fourteen 6-po~nde!"8 
and 80 men and boys, CaptaJD Loftus OtwayBland, havmg 10 

c~e a part of the Oran convoy, discovered a large ship 
seemlOgly steering to cut off some of the vessels. The EspOlr 
immediately hauled out from the convoy, and made all sail to 
meet the stranger, evidently a man of war; and who, at a little 
before 7 P. M., hove to for the foimer. The Espoir, as soon as 
she arrived within musket-shot, hoisted -her colours; but the 
Liguria, instead of displaying hers, .waited till the Espoir reached 
her weather quarter, and then hailed. 

On the hail's being answered, an officer on board theLi~ria 
desired the commander of the Espoir, in very ~ood EngliSh, to 
go to leeward and strike, or he would sink him, enforcing his 
threat by one shot, and instantly afterwafd.sby the Liguria's 

s2 
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whole broadside; a salute, which, in well practised hands, 
might have rendered all further hailing unnecessary, unless on 
the p,,:rt o~ the Espoir to save ~er drowning crew., As a proof, 
the Liguna mounted 26 cama~-guns,' of varIous calibers, 
namely, 12 long "IS-pounders," four long" 12-pounders," 
and 10 long 6-pounders; also 12 long wall-pieces, and four 
swivels; and her crew consisted of 120 men of all nations. 

The Espoir, notwithstanding her decided inferiority of force, 
was not slow in returning her adversary's broadside ; and the 
two vessels continued a very heavy fire of great guns and 
musketry, until 10 h. 45 m. P. M., when the captain of the 
'Liguria, Don Francisco de Orso, hailed the Espoir, begging her 
.not to fire any more, as he was a Genoese. Captain Bland re
plied, that the Espoir was a British man of war, and ordered . 
him to lower all his sails, and come on board. No, attention 
being paid to this mandate, and the Liguria shooting ahead, as 
if to gain a raking position, the Espoir a~ain brought her broad
side to bear; and Captain Bland, judgmg very properly that 
his opponent's force was not to he trifled with, gave it to her 
with full effect. The Liguria again returned the fire; but, on 
the Espoir's shootin~ ahead and tacking to fire .her opposite 
broadside, the Liguna's captain once more hailed, begging the 
Espoir not to fire again, ana sa~ing that he was badly wounded, 
but would obey Captain Bland s orders immediately: This was 
about 11 P. M., and instantly the Liguria lowered down her sails, 
and all firing ceased. . 

In this action of her own seeking, the pirate (for such the 
Liguria was) lost her boatswain and six men killed, her com
mander (dangerously) and 13 men wounded. The Espoir lost 
her magter, Mr. Solsby, killed, and six men wounded, two of 
them badly. . 

It was fortunate for the Espoir that the Genoese were not, as, 
we noticed before, practised men-of-war's men; or the brig's 
temerity, in risking a combat with an enemy of so formidable a 
force, might have ended in her discomfiture. The promptitude, 
bravery, and seamanship disJ>layed throughout this long' and 
harassing engagement, reflected great honour on Captain Bland, 
his officers, and brig's company. On the other hand, some 
allowance must be made for the indifferent crew, as well as 
for the inconvenient variety of calibers among the guns, of the 
Genoese ship. Few· actions have been made more of by the 
painter than the action of. the Espoir and Liguria. An engraving
from the pencil of Pocock, representing" L'EsFir sloop of 14 
guns, and her prize, the Liguria of 44 guns,' appears in the 
Naval Chronicle, vol. vi., p. 277. The latter ship is there repre
sented with 22 guns on tlie main deck, 18 on the quarterdeck, 
and two or four on the forecastle. One can hardly suppose that 
so respectable a man as Mr. Pocock would have put his name 
to a drawing, unless it was founded on l'eality: 
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But the matter misht have been placed beyond a doubt, had: 
Captain Bland, in hIS offici~1 letter, described the situation of 
the different guns of his prize; particularly, how many of them 
she mounted on the main deck. Were it not for Mr. Pocock's 
drawing, the inference would be, that the Liguria mounted 16 
guns (12 and 8 pounders, rather than 18 and 12) on the main 
deck, and 10 sixes on the quarterdeck and forecastle, with the 
wall-pieces' and swivels, for which there was ample room, 
arranged in the usual manner. The ship then might have 
measUred about 450 or 500 tons, and would still have been 
more than a match for the Eepoir,' whose size was only 
215 tons. 

On his return home, Captain Bland, very deservedly, was 
made a post-captain. His commission as such bears date on the 
25th of September, 1798, and his commission as a commander, 
on the 1st of October, 1797; yet a contemporary says that, for 
his action with the Liguria, " Lieutenant" Bland was promoted 
to the rank of" commander and post-ca~tain,". two steps which, 
now at least, re~uire a twelvemonth to lUtervene. " 

On the 7th of August, at daybreak, the British 44-gun frigate 
Indefatigable, Captain Sir Edward Pellew, eruisin~ between the 
river Gironde and the Isle of Re, fell in with, ana, after a 24 
hours' chase and the discharge of a few guns, captured, the 
French ship-corvette Vaillante, of 20 long 8-pounders and 175 
men, commanded by Lieutenant la Porte, and bound to Cay
enne; to which she was carrying 25 banished priests, 27 con
'ricts, and Madame Rovere and family. " 

Being a fine new coppered and copper-fastened ship of 508 
tons, tile Vaillante became an acquisition to the British navy ; 
to which, under the name of Danae, and established with 20 
carronades, 32-pounders, and two long sixes on the main deck, 
and 12 carronailes 12-pounders, on the quarterdeck and fore
castle, total 34 guns, with a net complement of 153 men and 
boys, she was forthwith transferred. 

Here is a forcible illustration of the way in which the British 
usually equip French ships of war, particularly corvettes: they 
give them more guns, and fewer men, than they were ever in
tended to carry. If, when thus burdened with top-hamper,t 
the ship sails badly or upsets, the fault is laid to the manner of 
her construction, and a general anathema is pronounced upon 
"F:rench corvettes!' A contemporary, indeed, declares that 
" hundreds" of valuable British seamen perished in them, and 
that they were "totally unfit for his majesty's service.":!: He 
cites as examples, the Cheri, Dorade, TrOmpeuse, Railleur, and 
Gentille. The Cheri was a privateer, and went down, as has 

• Brenton, voL ii., p.98I. " 
+ The D~'" twelve 12-pounder carronades, with their carriages and 

slides, would weigh 90 c:wt. 
" :J: Brenton, vol ii., p. 277. 
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already appeared, from shot-holes received in action. Of the 
Dorade, as a British cruiser, we never heard. The Trompeuse 
and RailIeur were privateers; and the Gentille was a frigate, 
captured in 1795 and broken up in 1802. What can be alleged 
against such "flush-decked corvettes" in the British serrice as 
the Arab, Cormorant, Gaiete, Constance, and, above all, Bonne
Gtoyenne1 

On the 12th of August, at noon, latitude 46° 12' north, longi
tude 18° 23' west, the British 18-gun ship-sloop Hazard, mount
ing 24 or 26 guns, long sixes and 12-pounder carronades, Cap
tain William Butterfield, gave chase to, and at 4 P. M. came 
within gun-shot of, the French armed ship, Neptune, mounting 
10, but pierced for 20 guns; those 10 guns believed to have 
been 6-pounders, and which, Captain Butterfield in his letter 
... ys, were all fought on one side. The Neptune hauled up her 
courses, hoisted French colours, and fired a shot at the Hazard. 
Immediately an action ensued, during which the Neptune, 
having on board, exclusive of 53 seamen, 270. troops, made 
several attempts nnder cover of a heavy fire of musketry, to 
board the Hazard; but the crew of the latter repulsed the assail
ants with considerable loss, and, at the end of one hour and 50 
minutes, compelled-the French ship to strike her colours. 

The Hazard received a few shot in her hull, and had her rig
ging slightly injured. Her loss amounted to only six mea 
wounded. The Neptune, on the other hand, was a good deal 
cut up in hull, masts, and rigging, and lost, aecording to the 
representation of her officers, between 20 and 30 in killed and 
wounded together. A privateer, with French colours flyin~, 
was in sight to leeward during the whole of the action. CaptaIn 
Butterfield's situation, even after he had made the French ship 
his prize, could not have been the most comfortable; as he had 
nearly 300 prisoners to keep in subjection, with a crew, owing 
to a prize which the Hazard had manned and sent away, of 
scarcely 100 men and boys. 

At the close of our account ohhe battle of the Nile, it was 
stated that the British 50-~un ship Leander, Captain Thomas 
Boulden Thompson, had saded on the 6th of August, from be
fore Alexandria, with Rear-admiral Sir Horatio Nelson's de
spatches, addressed to the commander-in-chief on the Mediterra
nean station . 

. On the 18th, at daybreak, being within five or six miles of 
tbe west end of Goza di Candia, the Leander discovered in the 
south-east quarter, standing directly for her, a large sail, 
evidently a ship of the line; and which, although the l,eander 
lay becalmed, was bringing up a fine breeze from the soutp-ward. 
The Leander being upwards of 80 men short of complement, and 
havin~ on board several that were wounded in the Nile action, 
·Captam Thompson did not feel himself justified ill seeking a 
contest with a ship so superior in point of size and. force; and 
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therefore took.every practicable means.· ta.amid itL The' Leanp 
~er's inferioritY-of sailing, however, rendered an action inevitable, ; 
and it was: only left: to. steer such a COUI8e,. as would enable her 
1iQ receive her powerful advemary to the best adwmtage. . 

That ad\leDJll'y' waIL the French 7~n. ship Genereux; chef 
-de,division,Lejoille,.bound to Corfu, ao.d;anned;with the addition 
-Gf. two bl'8.S8.,36~pounder carronades on. the· forecastle, making SO 
g&DIIln.all,.tM same as No •. 4 in the.table at T01. i. po 54; while 
tbe.Leander's force, consiated. of only 22. loag 2~poUDders Oft 
t.helower.deck, the sa.menmnber of 12-pounders on the seeorld 
.deck, six long 6-pounders; on the quarterdeck and. foreeae.tW~ 
-and two,. or' mtheT· OBe, fOl'the other had beeD diaaGunted at 
the battle of the Nile, L2-pounder' e&mlIlade. on the poop, total 
.51 guns.. . . 

At 8· ......... GWreux, still r.etaining eElusive possession 
.. the breeze, and havjnw by way of deception hoisted Neapolitan 
aloum,. approached: within random-sbOt of the. Leander, then 
$eRing,.under every stitch of canvass.she could spread, with the 
wind on theJallboard beam~ The French 74 now changed hec 
«>Iours to T.urk-ish.; but, from the first, her national chuaeter 
IIad been knmm~ At 9, Al.." the Genereux mnged up, within 
half gu~shQt, OD the Leander's larboard and weatber quarter. 
lliodillg that an aWon was inevitable, the Leander· shortene«l 
.u, and hauled up until her broadside could be brought to bearl 
The Genereux now fired a shot ahead of the Leander' and th& 
latter. immediately replied to it by a. broadside. . 

A vigorous cannonade thus commenced 00. both sides; and 
'$he·two ships;CODtinned nearing each other, keeping'up a COR ... 

stant ami heuy fire; until 10 b. 30 m. A. M., when the Generellll: 
tiinced 8i dispOlitioo. to run: her opponent on board. Such .. 
the. shattered. state- of the latter's. rigging, sails,. and yards, and; 
'$O.light the breeze, that the latter could make no mcn:emeDt to. 
..... the shock. The French 74, accordingly, struck the 
British 50 OIL,. lamaatd ~ and, dropping alongside, with It 
crash that beat double several of the Learider'slowerdeck ports", 
UtDtinned thete for some time. 
. A spirited and: well-directed fire, however, from the Lean.der'$ 
.-nant of marines. stationed on the poop, and cammanded by!' -
1ibe; sergeant (no officer: havillg arrived on board to succeed Lie1Jloo. 
:t.eaut -Rabinson. killed at Teneriffe), al'ld from the small-a.nn 
men on the quarterdeck, pre..veuted the crew of the Genere~ 
aamerous as they were, from taking ad!vantage of the j uxta
I*ition of the ships; and the. Frenchmen eT.ery ti~e t~· 
attempted to boani, were driven back with loss. Meanwhile. 

• A contemporary militates the £Ores o£ both ships. He giY.es flhe Gen~ 
reux two guns' too many on each of her principal decks. and cal1~ her. 8-
pounders 128. For the Leander's six 6-pounders. he substitutes eIght 98. 
Brenton, vol. ii., p. 322. 
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auch of the great guns of both ships, as would bear, continued 
in full activity. 

After an interval of calm, a light air sprang up, still from the 
southward; and the G~n~reux; being from her lofty sails the 
first to feel its effects, forged ahead, and disentangled herself 
from the Leander, now lying with her mizenmast over the star-
board quarter, her fore topmast over the larboard bow, and both 
her lower vards on the 'bOoms. The Genereux, soon afterwards, 
coming up in the wind on the starboard tack, the Leander, who 
by the aid of her spritsail had succeeded in wearing, was enabled 
to lufF under the stem of her antagonist. The opportunity was 
not lost, and the Leander deliberately discharged mto the Gene,.; 
reux every gun upon her starboard hroadside, which the wreck 
of her spars did not cover. 

The 6reeze again died away, and the sea became as smooth 
as glass; but no intermission took place in the mutual can
nonade: it continued with unabated fury, until 3 h. 30 m. p~ K •. 
By this time the Gen~reux having, by the aid of a light breeze, 
paid round off upon her heel, stood athwart the hawse of the 
Leander, and stationed herself on the latter's larboard bow.
Here, unfortunately, the greater part of the guns, the foremost 
ones in particular, lay disabled with the wreck of the fallen 
spars. This gave a check to the Leander's firing, and the 
Genereux took that opportunity of hailing, to know ifthe British 
ship surrendered. 

The Leander was now totally ungovernable, having her lower 
yards on the booms, and no stick standin~, save the bowsprit 
and the shattered remains of the fore and mam masts: the ship's 
hull was also cut to pieces, and her decks were strewed on every 
side with kiIJed and wounded. The Genereux, on the other 
hand, having lost only her mizen tOpmast, was gradually passing 
alon~ the Leander's larboard beam, as if intenaing to take u\> a 
position across her stern. In the defenceless sta~ of the British 
ship, what other reply to the question of surrender could be 
given, than an affirmative! It was given, by holding out a pike 
with a French jack at the end of it, and the Genereux took 
possession of her comparatively insignificant, but far from easily
won prize: not, however, by a boat, for the Leander had left the 
Genereux no boat in a situation to take the water, but by the 
French, ship's boatswain, and one of her enseignes, or midship
men, after tbey had swum on board. 

An action so celebrated, and so truly' creditable to the 
weaker party, we are happy to be able to Illustrate with a dia.-
gram. t' 

• "Starboard" iil the Gaiette, but we belieVe a misprint. 
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In this six: hours' close and bloody conBict, the Leander lost 
three midshipmen (Peter Downs, -- Gibson, and Edward 
Haddon), 24 seamen, one sergeant (Dair), and seven private 
marines killed, her commander (badly, in three J>laces), Captain 
Berry (slightly.), two lieutenants (Watkinson Bridges Taylor 
and William Swiney), her master (Michael Lee), boatswain 
(Mr. Mathias, badly), one master's mate (John Leckey), one 

, midshipman (Mr. Nailor), 41 seamen, and nine-'priVate marines 
wounded-total, 35 killed and 57 wo,!nde.d. This was a full 
third of her gallant crew; for, h~ving left one lieutenant, one 
midshipman, and fifty men on board the prizes of Aboukir bay, 
and been originally short of her comple1Dent, the Leander had 
commenced the action with only 282 men and boys, including 
her 14 wounded in the Nile battle, and, we believe, her two pas
Sengers, Captain Edward Berry and a Mr. William HilI. 

The G~n~reux, having received on board a portion of the 
Timoloon's crew,t as well as, on the day previous, when she 
parted company with the Guillaume-Tell, a number of men from 
her, had commenced the action with 936 men and boys. Of 
these, according to the information given by some of her officers 
to the late officers of the Leander, the Gen~reux sustained a 
loss. of about 100, including her first lieutenant, killed, and 188 
wounded; sufficient in amount, even admitting it to be slightly 
overrated, to prove that the 74's thick sides were not im
penetrable to the 50-gun ship's com~ratively light, but liberally 
bestowed, and well-directed shot. Some of the crew of the 
Genereux were even killed upon her orlop deck; and nothing 
but the smoothness of the water saved the French ship's fore
mast, which had been struck by 23 of the Leander's shot, 

, • By" part of a man's skull, which was driven through his arm.--NafJal 
CAroftiCIe, vol. xv., p. 180. 

t See p. 173. 
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~d was left at last with only one shroud of a side to sup
port it. 

COMPARATIVE PORCE OF THE COIIBATANTS. 

LEANDER. OENlIBBtI'X. 

Broadside-guns ............ {i:::~: 102~ 
Crew ........................... No. 282 '936 
Size .................. ••• •••••• tons. 1052 1926 

Where is there a single-ship action which has conferred 
greater honour upon the conqueror than in this instance lights 
upon the conquered 1 Such a defence is unparalleled, even in 
tile British navy, where to be brave is scarcelyamerit. Nothing, 
hewever, is without its alloy. Captain Thompson had the mis
fortune to be compelled to yield up his brave crew and himself 
to, we are sorry to say, a man who, by his subsequent treatment 
of his prisoners, disgraced both the profession he 1IeI'Ved ia,aad 
the country that employed him. 

No sooner had the French midahi,pman. and boatswain got 011 
board the priz~ than they began laymg their hands upon ev.., 
thing withm their reach. The chief matter of surprise, here. iI, 
~at the Leander's people sbould have permitted such spoliatio.ns,. 
when, in the twinkling of an eye, they m~t have. tIulown the 
plunderers back into. the element out of which they: had jUlt 
t.efore raised them. Never was there a finer illoatrat.ion of the 
epinion e&tertained by honourable. minda,of' the duties. whU:h.. a 
state of surrender imposes, than the non-r.esistaDca of the 
Leander's crew under f;reatmeut so oJ>pressive j, the. lions we. 
BOW changed to lambs j and all the British. crew did was,. to. 
hasten in pa~ing up a boat, as well to.coa!'8Y Captain.Thompo
son and hiS pnncipal officers OD· board or the ~. as to 
bring back from the latter SQlJle ofticer of high rank., and,. 
was hoped, of more honourable feelings, than the. ODe they had 
been forced to receive. 

Captain. Thompsonand his officers SQon found, to their cost. 
how fallaciously they had judged of the French captain and his 
lieutenants. By theSe the British were plundered of eyery. ~~ 
sa.e very little more than the clothes on their backs. Captain. 
Thompson owned a very large stock of shirts; hilt Captain La
j,oille would allow him to retain three only~ tied upinahandker
chief; and, in exchange. fur all the remainder of his clothes" 
gu-e him an old· great-coat j the wretch refused. to the ga.I.laat 
officer ev.en his cot, although badly wounded. 

In vain did Captain Thompson and his officers expostulQa 
with the. captain on this harsh treatment:· in vain they reminded! 
him of the very opposite. treatment experienced by the. French, 
officers taken prisoners at the battle of the Nile. Captain 
Lejoille, with. perfect noncbala~ answered,. "J'en suia. tache, 
mais le fait est, que les Fran~ais sont bons au pillag.e.." ~ 
Berry expressed a wish to have returned to him a pair of pistols" 
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IQ! ..-lnch he had been plundered. They were produced by the 
man who had taken them, and were immediately secured by the 
conscieatieus Lejoille, wbo. told Captain Berry that he would 
give him • pail' of French pistols to protect him on his journey. 
bmne; that }ll'Omise, it need BCaMely be added, was never 
fulfilled..· 

In short, Captaia. Thompson and his people experienced~ 
"hile on. board this Freach ship of the line, acts of cruelty that 
would have disgraced a Barbary corsair. The French Carriecl 
their inhumanity to such a. pitch, that, just as the surgeon of the 
Leander: had. commenced performiag the necessary operations 
_pea the. wQlluded, they robbed him bf his. instruments.; and 
the severe wounds of Captain ThompsOll had near~y proved 
i&ta1, by a refusal to allow his surgeon to Mt him! R was. 
actually oot until after the Genereux and her prize bad arrived 
at Corfu, which was on the 1st of September, that. Captain 
Thompson could get the attendance of Mr. Mulberry to exttiIct 
the mus1r.et.l!laU which had entered. his arm ; nor was that even 
then accomplished, until the latter gentJeman had been 
$Dluggled. OD. board the French ship unknown to her barbarian 
ef a ea~ta.inj, 
. A sailor's wardrobe being scarcely worth plundering, Captain 
~ille found. other means of turning to his advantage the 
resources·of. the, poor fellows who had been in that capacity on 
board the Leander. Those who had been allowed to remain in 
the prize, were obliged to rig her with jury-mast., and refit her 
for·the vo}~e to Corfu; and those. who, bad been transhipped 
1» the Genereux, were compelled to splice. the whole: of tbat 
ship's damaged rigging, before: any other food was served out to 
tbem than bread and water •. 
. On the' 28th of August, while the Genereux, having. the 
wander in tow, was proceeding with her to Corfu, the 16-gun 
~sloop Mutine, Captain the Honourable Thomas Bladen 
Capel, beuncL as we have already stated, to Naples, with dupli
cates ef the despatches- with which the Leander had been 
eha~«4 hove in· sight; and such was the alarm. on board the 
Genereux, at. eyen this puny forc~ that the Frenchmen were
preparing to secure. the prisoners below, cast oW the prize, and 
make the best of her way into port without her. Had the 
Mutine: been. rigg~ with three masts instead of two, and ap
proached somewhat nearer than she did, the Genereux, in all 
probability, wou1d have fled, and the Leander been recaptured. 
~il1 C.l,. 'however, as appears by tbe subjoined letter to 
Rear-admiral Nelson, written on the arrival of the Mutine at 
Naples,.. mistook the two vessels for ships of greater" fbrce; and 
tfiat under circumstances of rather an extraordinary nature. 
"On t~ 28th of August/' says Captain Capel, "in latitude 

, • Naval Chronicle, voI. xiv., R. IO~ 
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370 45', longitude 1~ 50', r fell in with two line-of-battle ships,' 
one under three jury topmasts, the second had a jury mizen top
mast, having the other ship in tow. I passed so close as to' 
make their hulls out distinctly. I also showed them French 
colours, which they answered by the same; and I have not the 
smallest doubt, from those circumstances, and the perfect recol .. 
lection I have of the Guillaume-Tell and the Genereux, that it 
was those ships: they were steering to the nortli-east, appa
rently for Corfu .... 

The sufFerings of the Leander's men did not cease with the 
arrival of the two ships at Corfu. The republican authorities 
there seem to have considered the example of Captain Lejoille 
and his officers worthy of imitation to the very letter; and, with 
all their characteristic hardihood, tIte seamen, more especially 
the wounded portion of them, nearly perished under the 
load of ill-treatment which was continued to be heaped upon 
them.t 

At length the principal part of the officers, late belonging to 
the Leander, were allowed to return home on their parole; but 
Captain Lejoille actually detained the carpenter, Thomas Janat, 
because he refused to furnish him with the dimensions of the 
Leander's masts and yards. Several of the seamen also were 
compelled to remain at Corfu; and when, at a subs~uent day, 
a Turco-Russian squadron was blockading the Genllreux in the 
port, Captain LejoiUe tried to persuade some of the Leander's 
men, of whose prowess he had received so indubitable a proo~ 
to assist him in forcing his way out to sea. But the noble 
feIJows lent a deaf ear to all the French captain's promises of 
reward; and, in ~rticular, a maintopman, named George Ban
nister, replied, "No, you d-d French r-l, give us back 
our little ship, and we'll fight you again till we sink!' 

Had Captain Thompson found an enemy in such a man as 
Captain Bergeret,t or in anyone of those by whom Captain 
Bligh of t~e Alexander had been captured,§ or, in short, any 
among 50 other French officers that might be named, his pe .... 
severing defence of his ship, his noble support of the B~ under 
which lie served, would have gained him the esteem of liis con
queror. Far from plundering, he would have protected him. 
Far from belying him, he would have told a plain tale of his 
own good fortune. Far from wishing to degrade his prisoner, 

• CJarke and M'Arthur's Life of Nelson, vol. ii., p. 97. - . 
t See letter from Mr. Stanley. the British Consul at Trieste, in Naval 

Chronicle, vol. 1I:iv., p. 11. 
:J: While a prisoner in England, (see voL i., p. 464,) Captain Bergeret was 

permitted to go to France on his parole, to endeavour to eWect an exchange 
between himselfand Sir Sidney Smith; but, tailing in his object, he retumed 
to England. Sir Sidney having in the mean time escaped, the British gove~ 
ment, with a proper feelin~ gave Captain Bergeret his liberty • 

§ See voL 1. p. 183. 
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that he might make him a stepping-stone to his own exaltation, 
he would have paid him the llomage one brave man pays to 
another; he would even have endeavoured to heighten, rather 
than to diminish, the splendour of a resistance, wliich to ovel'
come had cost him so dearly. 

In the former edition of this work we gave an extract from, 
.and commented rather severely upon, a letter, or rather the 
t~slation of a letter, bearing the signature of the captain of 
the Genereux; and transcribed at length in several Enghsh pu~ 
lications. We have since sought in vain among the French 
newspapers for the original of this letter, and begin to doubt 
whether.it ever appeared- at all in a French dress. The alle~ed 
writer, we now find, has long ceased to be among the livmg. 
We will not, therefore, make use of the contents of what has 
the arpearance of being a spurious production, to heap addi:
tiona aisgrace upon the memory of Captain Lejoille. 

In a res~ta1)le French historical work, from which we are 
in the habit of occasionally quoting, is a brief notice .of the 
Leander's capture, as fairly stated in one part, as it is unfairly, 
or rather, to those who know the facts, ludicrously stated lD 
another. The account represents the Leander to have mounted 
.50 guns, "cinquante canons," and to have fought the Genere~ 
"four hours." Then follows in a note the following just remark ; 
" Le poids des boulets d'une bordee du vaisseau franc;ais etait 
double de celui des boulets d'une bordee du Leander, et la 
coque de ce vaisseau offrait infiniment moins de resistance. 
Notre impartialite nous fait un devoir de mentionner cette 
circonstance, qui devient honol'able pour les defenseurs du 
vaisseau· enneml." . 

This is truly refreshing, after the· highly exaggerated accounts 
of the Genereux's performance, which we recollect to have read 
in two or three numbers of the Moniteur. We wish the writer's 
11 impartiality" had stimulated him to make further inquiry 
before he gave insertion to what follows, and which we shall 
first present in English: "Lejoille possessed yet further claims 
(aUuaing to his alleged valorous conduct at the battle of the 
Nile) to the esteem of his enemies, by the manner in which he 
treated the two English captains whom the chances of war had 
thrown into his power. After having paid them every ima
ginable attentioB, be sent them on their parole to England, the 
moment the captain of the Leander was sufficiently recovered of 
his wounds to support the journey." "LejoiUe acquit encore 
de nouveaux droits a restime de ses ennemis par la maniere 
dont il traita les deux capitaines anglais que le sort des armes 
avait fait tomber en son pouvoir. Apres avoir eu pour eux 

. OOutes les attentions imaginables, il les renvoya sur J!&role eo. 
Angleterre, aussitOt que le commandant du Leander {ut assez 

. bien retabli de ses blessures pour supporter le voyage."· 

Victoires et Conquetes, tome x •• p. 886. 
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, At length Captains Thompson and Berry, with most of the. 
Leander's officers, reached their native country. The court
martial, which sat on Captain Thompson, his officet'S and men~ 
for the loss of their ship, was held on the 17th of December~ 
1798, at Sheerness, on board the America 64. The following 
,was the sentence pronounced: "The court having heard the 
'evidence brought forward in support of Captain Thompson's 
narrative of the capture of the Leander, and having very ma
'turely and deliberately considered the whole, it of opmion, that 
the gallant and almost unprecedented defence of 'Oaptain 
Thompson, of his majesty's late ship Leander, against so sup&
rior a force as that of the Genereux, is deservin~ of every >praise 
his country and this court can give; and that hIS conduct,with 
that of the officers and men under his command, reflects not 
only the highest honour on himself and them, but on their 
country at large, and the court does therefore most honourably 
acquit Captain Thompson, &c." The president, Captain George 
'Tripp, then addressed the captain nearly as follows: "'CaptaIn 
Thompson, I feel the most lively pleasure in morning you the 
sword with which you have so bravely maintained the honour 
·of your king and country; the more so, as I am convinced that 
when you are again called upon to draw it in their defence, you 
will add fresh laurels to the wreath you have already so nobly 
won." The thanks of the court were also given to Captain 
(knighted on the 12th) Sir Edward Berry; and Captain Thomp-

, son, upon his return to the shore, was saluted with three cheers 
by all the ships in the harbour. 

Thus had Captain Thompson received from the sentence of a. 
court-martial, as honourable an acquittal as his heart could 
desire; and he soon afterwards received, from the hand of his 
sovereign, a boon which the proudest victor usually, but not 
more 'rightfully claims, the honour of knighthood. ' 
, As every officer, who was on board the Leander in her action 

with the Genereux, is entitled to have his name included in the 
account, we are happy in having it in our power toreeord the 
names of the greater part, if not the whole, of those not already 
mentioned in the return of loss. Her fiNt lieutenant was 
William Richardson; her second and third, and her muter~ 
appear among the wounded. Two master's mates'were Jeremiah 
Russel and John Whitehead; a third is among the wounded. 
Her midshipmen were, Charles Hardy, William Re~olds. 
George Lempriere, John Coates, and Gesar WiIliam Riehard
son; exclusive of the three killed and the one wounded,; clerk~ 
Charles Bullman; surgeon, boatswain, and carpenter have been 
already named. The gunner was John Burns, and the pUl'Ber~ 
Daniel Hogg. Marine officer there was none on boaidbut 
lergeant Dair, and he gallantly fell at 'his post. 

It is not a little singular that, towards the close of the pre
ceding war, this same Leander had.an engagement with a French 
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?4 .. :At midnigh~on the 18th of January! 1783, wh~le cruisIng 
m the West Indies,1he Leander,Captam John WIllet Paye 
(the same who commanded the Russel in Lord Howe's action),. 
felHnwith the Freneh "4-gun~hip Pluton, Captain d'Albert de 
Rioms, partially .disabled, it appears, either by a gale or an 
action. "The Leander :herself commenced the attack:, and soon 
obWned'a capital mking position on the 74's starboard bow~ 
Mer aamart contest'of two hours, the Pluton sheered off, with. 
the 10880£ ()Jle lieutenant and four seamen killed, and 11· seamea 
wounded. The loss 'on board the Leander amounted to IS 
killed and :w.ounded; the latter so badly, that two only of them 
aurvived. 

On ·the 22d of August, at noon, the British 3S-gun frigate. 
Naiad, Captai!l William Pierrepont, cruising off Cape Finisterre, 
aiseovered ;andchueda French ·frigate in the east-north-east, 
bnt at darklostsightofher. Soon after midnight, however, the 
Naiad again saw the French frigate steering south-east, and con
tinuedthe pursuit, with light breezes, dunng the 'remainder of 
the night, :imd until 2 P. M. the next day; when the British 
~un frigate, Magnanime, Captain, the Honourable Michael 
.De Courey, hove in sight, and joined in the chase. 

At about [) ,P.lL the French 36-e;un frigate, Decade, Captaia 
Villeneuve, :begatl'firing her stem-cbasers at her pursuers, par
ticularly at the Naiad,:the more advanced ship of the two; and' 
who, at 6h. lom. P.K., commenced a fire in return. Afier&. 
mnning fight of about an hour from its commencement, but by 
which, 88 it appears, no damage or 108s was inflicted on either 
aide, the Decade hauled down her colours. 

The frigate was last from Cayenne; whither she had carried 
the banisned persons whom the Charente, on account of her 
accident, had been obliged to reland.. The Decade had on 
ard a.crew of326.men, but had left at Cayenne ten of her 
guDS : consequently, she:mounted but 30 at the most, while the 
Naiad alone mounted 46, and of a heavier caliber. The prize 
measured 915 tons, and was added to tbe British navy as a 
12-pounder, 3~gun frigate. 

On the 7th of ~eptember, at noon, the British 38-gun frigate, 
Phaeton, Captain, the Honourable Robert Stopford, and 44-gun 
frigate ADson, Captain Philip Charles Durham, cruising in com
~y off the. F~nch coast in the neighbourhood of the river 
Girimde, fell m with, and after a chase of 24 hours, captured the 
French.32-gun frigate Flore, eight days from Bordeaux, ona 
cmise. 

Although called a frigate in Captain Stopford's letter, the 
FI~re, it ~oldappear, was :not, at t~e. time of her ~pture, a 
natlOnal frigate, but a pnvateer,' Similar to the Cltoyenne
Frao~aise, 'the ship which, the first year of the war, had the 

• Seep. 996. 
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action with the Iris.. The Flore, however, had been a national 
frigate, and a very remarkable one, as the following account of 
her will show. . 

In the ~r 1757, the French frigate, Vestale, measuring 698 
tons EnglISh, and pierced to carry 32 long 12 and 6 pounders, 
was launched at the port of Havre. Iu the spring of 1761, the 
Vestale wu captured, oft'the Penmarcks, by the 28-gun frigate, 
Unicorn, the look.-out ship of a British squadron cruising off 
Brest, and was added to tlie British navy by the name of Flora. 
In the year ] 778, the Flora ·was sunk. by the British, at the 
evacuation of Rhode-Illand, in order that she might not raU 
into the hands of the Americans. The latter, however, with 
their accustomed ingenuity, weighed the frigate, and then sold 
her to her original masters, the Frenchgovermnent; from whose 
service, on account probably of her age and comparatively small 
dimensionlJ, she appears to have been finally dismissed at the 
conclusion of the peace in 1783. 

On the 24th of October, at 8 A. K., the Texel bearing south. 
by east, distant ]0 lea~ues, the British IS-pounder, 36-tlrun 
frigate, Sirius, Captain Richard King, while reconnoitring ihat 
port, fell in with two Dutch ships of war, one the 36-gun frigate, 
Furie, Captain Plet!, the. other, the 240-gun corvette, Waak
zaamheid, Captain Neirop; but the ships were not in a situation 
for mutual support, bemg about two miles apart. Passing 
within gun-shot of the former, which was the leewardmost,the 
Sirius stood on until she could nearly fetch the Waakzaamheid. 
At about 9 A. M., Captain King, havlDg thus, as was his object, 
prevented the jun~tion of,the t,,:o ships, fired at and brought to 
the Waakzaamheld, who Immediately discharged a lee gun, and 
hauled down her colours. 

As soon as possession was taken of the Waakzaamheid, the 
prisoners removed, and a prize-crew put on board, the Sirius 
made sail after the Furie; who, the instant she had witnessed 
the bloodless surrender of her commodore . (for . Captain Neirop 
·was the senior officer), bore up, and, by the time tlie Sirius was 
ready for pursuit, had nearly escaped out of sight. By 5 P. M., 
however, the Sirius. had the gOod fortune to .overtake the 
escaping ship. A running action now ensued, at times within 
musket-shot distance, the Furie returning the heavy fire of the 
Sirius, with a smart but ill-directed discharge of cannon and 
musketry. Thia continued for about half an hour; when the Furie, 
having her· hull, masts, rigging, and sails much cut up, surren
dered. The damage done to the Sirius was but trifling, she 
having only received a shot through her bowsprit, had her 

.rigging and sails a little injured, and one man wounded by a 
musket-ball. 

The guns of the Sirius, a frigate of 1049 tons, were ,44 in 

• See voL i" p. 91. 
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number, similar to' those of the Phrebe at' a preceding page. 
The 36 guns of the Furie, a frigate of 827 tons, were long Dutch 
twelves apd sixes; and the 26 guns af the Waakzaamheid, a ship 
of 504 tons, were all, except two brass sixes, long Dutch eights: 
two of these also brass and, we believe, mounted in the bridle
ports. Even then, 24 ports, calculated for 8 or 9 pounder guns, 
appear to be a great many for a ship of 504 tons. It is true. 
tliat the Waakza.amheid had two ports of a side on a lower or 
birth-deck; but the official letter expressly states, that she 
mounted 24 guns on her mllin deck. . 

The Furie, out of a complement, including 165 soldiers, of 
328 men and boys, suffered a loss of eight men killed and 14 
wounded. The Waakzaamheid, as we have seen, made no 
defence; therefore her crew, including 122 French soldiers, of 
222 men and boys, escaped unhurt. This renders it unnecessary 
to exhibit any formal statement of the comparative force of the 
combatants: suffice it that, could the two Dutch ships have 
united their strength in defence of their flag, they would still 
have been hardly a match for the Sirius. 
. The two prizes contained on board, between them. 6000 stands 
of arms, besides other ordnance stores; which, along with the 
troops, they were carrying to Ireland. Both ships were purchased 
for the use of the British navy. One, under tbe name of Wil
helmina (a-Fury being already in the service), became a 12-
pounder 32-gun fligate; the other,under her own hard name, 
was, for the short time she reigned as a cruiser, attached to the 
20-sun class. As a proof, too, that we had reason to doubt her 
havmg mounted, when captured, 24 guns on the main deck, 20 
only were established there when the Waakzaamheid was fitted 
out in the British service. .. 

In the hitter part of November, as the British privateer
schooner Herald, of Jersey, Captain Thomas Pistock, was cruis
ing off the Neapolitan coast, three French privateers com.menced 
a furious attack upon her. Cartain Pistock, by an animated 
address, so inspirited the Herald s crew, that, after an action of 
.three hou.rs' duratid'n, the Herald beat off all three of her oP'" 
ponents, leaving them with shattered hulls, and a loss, between 
them, as reported to nave been afterwar<ls· ascertained, of 30 
in killed and wounded; while the British vessel had the good 
fortune not to lose a man. . 

Tlte Herald was only of 80 tons, and mounted 10 guns, 3, 4, 
and 6 pounders, with a complement of 28 men; whereas the 
largest Qf the French privateers mounted, it is said, five long 18-
pounders (one on a traversing carriage), and the other two, four 
8-pounders each: consequently tl;le. united crews of the three 
must have -amounted to at least 180 men. It is related also. 
.that, gn the night of the action, a felucca, with 22 men, sud
denly appeared alongside. the Herald, with the view of carrying 

VOL. H. . T 
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her \'y boarding; ,but that a well-directed 'broadside from tile 
Herald sent the felucca and all that were in her to the bottom. 

On bisa.mival at Naples shortly after.w.ards, Captain Pistook 
received &om all ranks, for his spirited behaviour, the highest 
marks of attention'and respect. The Duke of Susss, who was 
then at Naples, is said to have twice honoured Captain Pistock 
with an invitati(iln to \)reakfas.t,and to have presented himw.itb. 
-a hauger of .considerable 'Value,maa:ked with the initials .ofhis 
royal mghness~s name; and one of the prince's suite,a Mr. 
Veers, gave a pair of pistols to the gallant pmateer's-unm. 
'The latter was ,alSQ received with great .attention by Sir William 
Hamilton, the British envoy. The brave crew of the Herald 
.did not pass unnoticed; as the British merchants at Naples 
Taised by subscription, and .distributed between them, .the sum. 
of 200 dollars. 

On the 7th of December, as the British 22-gun Ship P.erdIix, 
Captain William Charles Fahie, mounting 20 Fnmch6-poundera 
and two English 12-pounder caI7onades, was cruising to leeward 
of the island of St.-Tho~as, .an Americ'an master gave informa
tion that bis vessel, tbe preceding ,evening, had been boarded by 
.a French ship of war, seven leagues to the eastward of Virgin
Gorda. Captain Fahie .used every exertion to get to windward 
of the last-named island; hut, owing to the prevailing strong 
gales, accompanied at times by.heavy Bqlaalls, the PerdriJl: did. 
not, until the 10th, effect" that object. On the 11th, at day
light, a ship was discovered from the mast-head in the south
.east quarter, and soon .ascertained to he a cruiser. Not e. 
moment was lost in pursuing her; and, after a 16 houl's' chase, 
the Perdrix brought to close action the French privateer-ship 
Armee-d'Italie, Captain Colachy, mounting 18 gmts, four Cif 
them long 12, and the remainder long 8 pOlBlders. An animated 
nre was iept 'up for 42 minutes; when t1ie latter, being reduced. 
to an unmanageable wreck, .stmck. her oolours. 

The damages of the Perdrix were confiRed to her rigging aDfl. 
Bails, and, .out of a crew of 153 men and boys, she escaped with. 
only one man wounded; while the loss on board the Armee
d'Italie, whose Cl'ew numbered 117, amounted to six JDen kil1ecl 
and five wounded. Captain Fame, in bis official letter, highly 
commends the conduCt of the two lieutenants -of the P-erdrix, 
Edward Ottley and James Smith; also of Mr. Moses Crawford, 
the master, and Mr. Samuel Piguenet, the purser, the latter of 
whom volunteered teserve on deck. 

. On the 5th ·of ~ecem~ th~ British 12-pounder 32-gua 
frigate Ambuscade, mounting erght24 -pounder cammades 
beyond her 32 long guns, or 40 ~s in all, Captain Hemy 
Jellkins, leaving smae of her men m charge ·of a prize with 
which she had just 1U'l'ived at Portsmouth, :again set sail on a 
.cruise off the Frenahcoast. In a few days afterwards ·the Am.-

Digitized by Google 



rAMBlJICADE A'ND JJAIIONN.AIS'E. 

llucade eapt1Jlll!d ':8. ;brig and a cbasse-«oaree,and placed in 
charge of the former her second lieutenant and a party of her 
:hest .men, mecemng ea hoanl, £mm the. two vessels, about 30 
Frtmeb pnaoaers.At ,this time her third. lieutenant,.Joseph 
iJriggs, 'Was ctmined '*0 .bis abin with a .dangerous illness, and, 
fJf her -cQJQple.ent of 212, iuchlding a large proportion of boys, 
110 IIlGre 1llIan i9{) remaioed. 

'lfDas circuDlstaDced, the A:mbnscade, on the 14th, at 7 A. M., 

abile 'l'Yin~ to fJJff the port of Bordeaux,·in ·momentaryexpect .. 
Uon ,of being joined bY the 3~g1ID frigate Stag, Captain Ioseplt 
Sydney Yorke, discC!Wel'ed. a sail .coming ,down from the sea
ward. None seemed to d01l1bt that· this 'WIlS the .stag; and, 11' 

dae amp -approached ,enCl-on, .DC!) oppormmity was afforded of 
j~ng fllODl flhe:appearaDce of her hWl. .Accordingly, :atthe 
<Bsnal .how:, the oftioers ·and IIlen went UDC<!mCerned to breakfast. 
At a llittle before ·9 A. Mo the stranger had approached nearly 
_Din gua-sh0t; IWhen, sucldenly, she bauledclose to the win~ 
and made all sail io ~t .away. 'f.he mistake was DOW :discovered: 
the huds were tamed.up; 'and, in a little while, the Ambuscaie 
wa80lmder a !press (&fsail in !Chase. In uder to·q uicken her pro
gress to windwarcil, the ·hammocks were ,piped dawn. After this 
&be !Ambuscac1e >gained upoo. the cltase; 'and at length, .betw~e .. 
11 and 12 in the forenoon, '~ot near enonghto fuea Shot. This 
lWU immediately lI'etwmeci by the stranger, whom we may nor 
introduce as the French 28-gUll frigate, or~ in the old nomem
datue, when the ~rterdecks of this ·class were not armed, 
~':24-:gU1leorvette," Baionoaise,mountiug 24 long iFrench eigh'ts 
.,aa !the main deck, .and six 10Dg siJles, with two ,hlUS 36-
p,uncler cammades, l1po!lthe quuterdeck, total 32 carriage
«'WHI, llesides eight large sWiivels mmmted 'Upon her barricade. 
TlIe Bai0nnaise 'WaS commanded by Lieutenant de vaissea .. 
.lean-Baptiste-Ed1Jlond lticher, and had on 'board, including an 
.ofti.cer and 30 troops .. .hich she .bad brought from Cayenne,a. 
.orewof at ieaat ,250 aen and boys. Indeed, according to the 
4' .9le d'equi~" fOllnd OIl board ,this same' 'ship when de-
.troyed ·bya BritisJa ship df war at a.,subsequent day, her est&
hlisheci crew alone amounted to 280. 

Each ship, _ SGCMl ·as she ,had 'fired a shot in the manner 
..elated, hoisted her -colours. 800n afterwards the BaioDIl8.ise 
.shOlltenedsail, 'and theacbon :commenced. After it had con
tinued about an hour, to the evident disadvantage of the French 
.t!IIip, one of lthe Ambuscade's maindeck 12-pounders,abreast of 
the gangway" Durst. By this unfortunate accident the gangway 
"Wu knocked ,to pieces, 'flDe !boats -on the boom stove, the lower 
aill '0f the port blown .away 'even with the -deck, 'and 11 men 
badly wounded. An accident of the kind never fails to damp the 
. .ardeW-of tbebm.eBt and best disciplined ship's cOJllpany: _at thea 111_ ba.e been its effect upon a set of meo. 80 

T2 
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utterly worthless, with very few exceptions, as those of the 
Ambuscade1 

In the midst of the confusion consequent upon this disaster, 
the Baionnaise made sail. The Ambuscade followed presently, 
and recommenced the action to leeward; but, coming up with a 
crowd of canvass, shot far ahead. The Baionnaise, by this 
time, had sustained considerable damage in her hull, rigging, 
and spars, as well as a heavy loss in officers and men, including 
among the wounded her captain and first lieutenant; when, ac .. 
cording to the French accounts, the commandant of the troops 
tluggested to the only sea-offieer remaining on deck, the pro-
bable success of an attempt to board. . 
· The plan being concurred in, the helm of the French ship 
was put up, and the Baionnaise ran foul of her opponent, carry
ing away, with her bowsprit, the Ambuscade's starboard quarter
deck bulwark, mizen shrouds and mizen mast, and unshipped 
the wheel. We are left to conjecture in what state the Ambus
cade was, to have permitted this: at all events, the ship could 
not have been under command. The Baionnaise then dropped 
under the Ambuscade's stern; but still remained foul, havinJ! 
by the fluke of her anchor or a grappling-iron, caught the latter s 
rudder-chain. The French troops, from the bowsprit, the head 
of which had' fallen with the jib-boom and spritsail yard, now 
commanded, with their powerful musketry, the whole range of 
the Ambuscade's quarterdeck. 

A smart fire, in return, was kept up by the remnant of the 
British marines. So much, however, to the disadvantage of the 
·Ambuscade, that, in a very short time, her first lieutenant, 
·Dawson Main, received a musket-shot in his woin, and was 
handed below, where he almost immediately exptred. Directly 
afterwards Captain Jenkins received a shot that carried away 
the top of his thigh-bone. He also was necessarily taken b&
low. Almost at the same instant Lieutenant Sinclair, of the 
marines, received a wound in his thigh, and then another in the 
shoulder: he, too, was compelled to quit his quarters. Scarcely 
·had he been handed below, when the master, Mr. Brown, was 
shot through the head, and fell on the deck amidst a heap of 
killed and wounded. The only sUJ,'Viving lieutenant, Joseph 
Briggs, had come out of his ~ick cot to take a part in the ae-
· tion: he was wounded in the head.. After this, the command 
devolved upon Mr. William Bowman Murray, the purser. 

. The gunner now came on deck, and reported that the ship 
was on fire abaft; whereupon the majonty of the surviving 

'crew, apprehensive of the ma~azine, qwtted their quarters and 
went below; where they remamed, in spite of every endeavour 
of Mr. Murray to rally them. The alarm was occasioned by 

· the explosion of some cartridges, carelessly left upon the rudder-
head during the discharge of a gun through file cabin windows 
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into the bow of the Baionnaise; an accident which, besides the 
fatal panic it caused, badly wounded every man at the gun, and 
blew out a part of the Ambuscade's stem, and shattered the 
jollyboat that had been hanging . there. In the height of all 
this confusion, the French soldiers, followed by the crew of the 
Baiounaise, of whose bowsprit they made a bndge, rushed upon 
the now nearly abandoned quarterdeck of the Ambuscade; and. 
after a very short struggle, possessed themselves of the British 
frigate.· . 

The loss sustained by the Ambuscade amounted to 10 killed, 
and 36wouoded; including, among the former, her first lieu
tenant and master, and, among the latter, her captain very 
dangerously, third and only surviving lieutenant, and a lieu
tenant. of marines. The loss on the part of the Baionnaise 
appears, by the French accounts, to have ~ounted to 30 killed, 
!lnd 30 badly wounded; including, among the former, the offic~ 
m command of the troops, and,' among the latter, Captain 
Richer and his first lieutenant. The number of slightly wounded 
is not stated; but the whole wounded, if they bore sgmething 
less even than in the usual proportion to the killed, .could not 
have amounted to fewer than from 60 to 70 blen. 

Few actions in the accounts of them, have been worse handled 
than that of the Ambuscade aud Baionnaise. TheEnglish 
historians have been either too sensitive to touch upon it, or 
more than usually negligent in supplying themselves with de
tails. Captain . Schomberg, who in vol. iii., comprises . his 
account in about 30 lines, calls the Baionnaise a. French "pri
vateer" of 32 gUlls. It was, however, some e:!,cuse, that even 
the sentence of the court-martial upon Captain Jenkins, 8S pub
lished, avoided naming the ship by which. the Ambuscade had 
been captured. In the dreadfully wounded state of Captain 
Jenkins and his few surviving officers, it. was as much as ~e and 
they could do, merely to enumerate the guns mounted by the' 
Baionnaise. This they did, stating them at 32, but of what 
calibers, or whether a part of them were not swivels,they left 
unexplained. Next came a paragraph in the MOlliteur, stating 
in an official manner, that the English frigate Ambuscade, of 40 
guns, had been captured by the French co"ette Baionnaise, of 
20 guns. Thus was the British public left: to decide to which 
account they would give credit; one of them not very flattering, 
the other quite humiliating, to the national pride. 

We have now before us a· French engraving of this action, 
underneath which is inscribed, "La Baionnaise, co"ette fran
~aise, de vingt-quatre canons de huit, prenant a l'abordage l'Em~ 
buscade, fregate anglaise, de vingt-sJ:I: canons de seize, le vingt,,:, 
neuf Decembre, 1798. Dessinee et gravee par les ordres (le 
Monsieur l' Amiral Bruix, ministre de la marine et des colonies.'~ 
Tbe statement, that one ship mounted" 24 guns," waits but tobe 
explained until we read that the other mounted" 26 guns!' The 
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:&ct is; m1;1ch to the credit of .Admiral Ht-uix, where a' diWerent 
mode of stating the guns would have' cast a gr-eater slur UpoOl 

the :British vessel, the maindeck guns of each, ship, are all that 
are enumerated~ The print represents a full broadside view of 
the Baionnaise, without a single· port o&seured by smoke. 
Ihe has 12 guns run out on her main deck, with 8/ boW' 01' 

bridie port, making 13 ports: in all~ H~r furecastle is- without 
a,. bulwark, and, of course without guns·; Out the eXipOSed side 
of her quarterdeck shows four ports, with guns in them) the 
aftermost one apparently a carronade: four swivels alSo, al'pear~ 
mounted in their usual place alang the fnp of the' bamcadeo. 
Here, then, we hlWe, as admitted by the French, 1Ibemsellres,. 
ao long guns and two carronades; cGmprising the numbeF 
stated, not only by the officers- of tlie Ambuseade, but- '" 
ihose of- the Ardent, which smp; at a subsequent day:; di'Gle 
on shore and destroyed' this same Baionna1H'. 

We may here remark, that the drawing is executed! in a mas
terly manner, and is mIDute even 00· a bloe1i:. 'Ihe· stern 01' tile 
English 6hip, of which there is a full view, agrees; in all the. 
carved W01'k, and in· every other particular, withrthe stem of! thekBP
buscade, 'Rccording to thesbeer-draught of! the ship at the nayYI
office, which we have inspected. This commendable accuracyaf
:lerds a lesson to English naval1 painters. The B&onnaise, at eaca 
ofw.ho!M! lower yard-anns8/ grappling-ironis.SUllpended, pel'fuctl'y 
resembles in lier general appeal'llnce,. as far as.our·infurmaflOllt 
.mends, We several captureu' ship8'6f her class. These were 
tlae: 1II.envenue, MigBonne, Bel~tlle; Blonde, TGll1'terelle, Unit~~ 
1tepublicaine, and a fe. others.;' an ef' w bich· ships mounted~ 
liie' the Baionnaise; 24loug eights- 011 die' main' deck. Be.ide&. 
these guns, the Tourterelle had tU, and the Republicaine eight" 
1Jrass 36-pounder earronades on the q1l9lltell-declt; tIie othen;. 
Jtmg 6-pounders, with en without carmnades. The' established 
compl~ment of the class- appe8l'& to bave been af: this: time; 
ltowever it may afterwards nave' been increased in the·ease-of 
'like Bllionnaise,220 men and' boys; and the size' of the captul'e\l 
.hips, except in the cases of the Biemrenue and Mjgmmne-~ 
whose measurements, having been taken in fbNiga doek-yaroBt 
Me, as- we sl1all here~r show, not to· be relied UpGu,. variecl 
_y between· 579-, and! 581 fieOS'. '1he Ambuecade ID8IlSUrefI 
tJ84 tons; md, believing the·l'ictur.e-, irQm which tb.i8'6'll~ 
was taken, to have- been that " mspIa-yecil ill' the' Lou'Vlle, , and _wo in the' J~u!llembourg in· 182'1,"; we' caonoo.concUII with a 
antemporaty in the statement, that t~ the' size· of the DR4UIi 
ship wasas;much· magnified beyond, &thahi her opponent was 
diminisied' below, the Feal facti.''' Oir t1\e, contrary, we' thini. 
d\at hem; as: in: the mioutim ef detail already noticedJ, Engl" 
nawlt a.rtisUf have' something' to' leam. 
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We wish we could speak as favourably of an account in a 
JeCently published French work of general respectability, as we _ 
have been induced to do of Vice-admiral Bruix's picture. The 
gist of that account is, that the Baionnaise "de vingt canons 
Qe 8" captured the Ambuscade, "portant quarante-deux bouches 
a feu: de 18, 24, et 6."· We have known cases wherein a French 
minister of marine's account, on ~ point of pure naval concern 
especially, might even exceed the Dounds of moral probability, 
and yet be maintained as true by a French historical writer. 
'We now find~ that it is only when no othel' French' account 
exceeds it in exaggeration, that such implicit reliance is placed. 

The disparity or force, in guns at all events, which did really 
exist between the Ambuscade and, Baionnaise, should, and, but 
iar a succession of untoward accidents, doubtless would, have 
led to- a very different result. The bursting of a gun on board 
a ship is irremediable. Who knows but that the next gun, and 
every gun in succession along the side, may prove equally trea
eherous. They are all of the same caliber, were put on board 
atthe·same time, and cast at tile same found!'Y' If the man 
who. had loaded tile gun survived the' explosion, he would na
turally insisty whatever was the fact, that no. more than the pro
per charge had been used. Hence; the· ahip's company would 
attribute the misfortune to some- :flaw in the gun; whether the 
effect of original construction, or of age or-negligence, no mat
ter. After the occurrence of such an accident, the remaining 
guns are seldom well loaded, or well pointedl Many shots 
would have been thrown away, and much injury from the ene~s 
11D&batd fire he sustained, ere that confidence, which is 8G 
D8CeBsary towards success, Wo.uld again reign throughout the 

'gun-foroe'of the Ambuscade, even. wllile the cannonade 
lutecf, waB' of little comparative' effect; and as BOOR as the 
llaionnaise got. on board her adwrsary, it gave place to mns
letry. Here a. new s{lf!cies of contest commenced; a contest in 
which the French shIp from superior numbe1'8 had some, and~ 
from. superior tactics and' other circumstances, many advan~~ 
Thirty veterans of the famous regiment of Alsace, headed by 
an· enterprising officer, and assisted by a French crew of more 
than seven· times their number, stood. opposed. to about 20 young 
marinel!, and 170 seamen (officers, men, and boys), of whom 
three fourths, we mean of the lDen, were the scum of the British 
DlLvy.. Nor had the sailos been improved in discipline, Ol' iD. 
lc:m for the service, by the puCial and, ill-judged conduct of 
€aptaio· J.enkins; who, it seems, had brought with him from. 
the' 74-gun. ship (lamatic a patty of seamen, whom ·he styled the 
"Gentlemen Camatics;" distinguishing those he found- 00 board 
the frigate; by the' opprobnous epithet: of " BIackguaM Ambus-

• Victoiresetl Co ... tome Lt po 4oiI~. 
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cades. " Captain J enkins thus raised two parties in his ship; 
and it may easily be conceived by which he was abandoned in 
the hour of trial. The early fall of the principal officers, the 
eJ(plosion in the cabin. and the reported fire in the neighbour
hoOd of the magazine, were turned to advantaO'e by the cow
ardly and disaffected; and t4e Ambuscade wasiost, undt'r cir
cumstances discreditable to the ship, and to every one belonging 
to her. There can be no doubt tliat Captain Jenkins, and his 
officers, and several of the Ambuscade's seamen and marines, 
were brave men: they J>roved themselves so in the blood they 
spilt at their quarters. But what excuse can be offered for not 
having ascertained, by the customary mode of signals, the true 
character of the strange ship when she first hove in si~ht? 
Had that been done, much confusion would have been aVOlded, 
and the Ambuscade might have obtained the weathergage, and 
thereby kept her adversary from boarding. Another ten mi
nutes' cannonade from her 12-pounders would then. in all pro
bability, owing to the loss which the fire of the first .ten had 
already inflicted on the French ship, have totally reversed the 
issue of the battle. Why were the hammocks not brought .on· 
deck and restowed? Of what use were they, if not to shelter 
the men from the enemy's musketry 1 

After the action the two ships proceeded to Rochefort; where, 
on the 20th, they arrived in safety. The rejoicings of the 
French were loud and general; and who can ,say they were 
ill founded? It was literally, that an English frigate had been 
captured by a French corvette. The executive directory, to 
el'press their sense ofthe merits of the action, decreed that there 
should bejaid to ~he officers and crew of the Balonnaise, to be 
distribute according to the prize-law, 3500 francs (about 1461. 
sterling) for every long gun and carronade on board the Ambus
cade; and the government immediately promoted Captain Richer 
from" lieutenant," over the next step, to" capitaine de vaisseau." 
This, it will be admitted, was no more than he merited; and, 
had the officer in command of the troops survived the action, he 
too would undoubtedly have been promoted. The Ambuscade 
'\Vas added to the French navy under the same name translated 
into French (Embuscade), but she was not, as stated in the 
Moniteur, "une fregate neuve." having been built as long ago 
as the year 1773. . . 

Captain Jenkins and his surviving officers and ship's com
pany as soon as they returned to EnglaBd, were. as a matter of 
course, brought to a court-martial for the loss of the Ambuscade. 
The court sat on the 26th, 27th, and 28th of August, .011 board 
the Gladiator, in Portsmouth harbour. At the expiration of 
th~ days of the most minute and patient investigation, a sen .. 
lence of ac.quittal was pronounced upon the captain and his 
surviving officers, and the lOllS of tile ship was attributed to 
many <>f the circumstances already detailed. Part of the ship's 
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company were praised for their meritorious exertions, and the 
remainder animadverted upon for conduct of a quite oppo§lite 
character. . The court, however, not possessing the means of 
discrimination, and fearful of involving the innocent with the 
guilty,. acquitte~ the whole ship's company. Captain Jenkins 
wasstlll suffenng under the effects of the dreadful wound he 
had received, and looked extremely ill. This probably operated 
in mitigating the sentence. Otherwise the captain no doubt 
would have been, if not more seriously dealt with, severely repri
manded, for the undisciplined state of his ship, and for the un
seamanlike manner in which the action, from first to last, had 
been conducted. 

COLONIAL EXPEDITIONS.-WBST INDIBS. 

It being found expedient for. the British troops to evacuate 
Port-au-Prince, St.-Marc, and Arcahaye, in the island of St.
Domin~o, Brigadier-general the Honourable Thomas Maitland, 
the Bntish commanding officer on shore, sent a flag of truce on 
the 22d of April, to the Republican General Touisaint-Louver
ture, with a proposal for the suspension of arms, not to exceed 
five weeks, and for a guarantee in "favour of the lives and pro
perties of all those inhabitants who might choose to remain. 
These terms being agreed to, and properly ratified, the troops, 

. sto.res,and such of the inhabitants as were desirous to quit, were 
embarked on board the Thunderer 74, Abergavenny, 54, and 
other British ships of war; and on the 9th of May, the repub
lican French were put in possession of the ceded places. The ships 
then proceeded to Cape Nicolas-Mole, where the troops and 
French refugees were safely disembarked. Shortly after this 
the three French 36-:-gun frigates Bravoure, Cocarde, and Suene, 
arrived at Cape Franc;ois from Europe with supplies, and 011 the 
4th of December got safe back to Lorient. 

III the month of August the Spaniards evinced a disposition 
to attack the British settlement at the bay of Honduras." The 
regular force on shore at the post was composed of small de
tachments of the 63d and 6th West-India regiments and of the 
royal artillery, under the command of Lieutenant-colonel Thomas 
~arrow; and the naval force consisted of only one British vessel 
of war, the 16-gun ship-sloop Merlin, Captain John Ralph Moss, 
lying at anchor in the port of Belize. Besides the Merlin, how
ever, the following colonial gun-boats had just been fitted up, 
tlIe Towzer, Tickler, and Mermaid, sloop-rigged, the latter with 
one long 9, and each of the others with one long 18 pounder, 
and 25 men; the schooners Swinger and Teazer, th~ one with 
four 6 and two 4-pounders, and the other with six 6-pounders, 
and 25 men each; and eight gun-flats, with one 9-pounder in 
the prow and 16 men each: making, with one supernumerary, 
254 men, including officers. The Towzer and Tickler were corn· 
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manc~ed by two masters of merehantmen, and partly manned 
with their sailors: the remainder of the officers and men belong
ing to the flotilla consisted of volunteers from the colonial troops. 

The force with which the Spaniards were preparing to make 
the attack consisted of about 20 "Schooners and sloops, armed~ 
the greater part of them with one long 24-pounder in the bow;. 
and two long 18s in the stem, besides from eight to 22 swivels 
along the waist. There were, also, 10' or 11 tr.aDsJK!rt& or vie
tuallel'fl, schooner and sloop rigged, each armed with heavy. bow 
and stem guns, and swivels on: the' sides. The seamen em
ployed on board this flotilla numbered, 8S was understood, about 
500, and were under the orders of Captain Bocca-Negra: the 
troops amounted to about 2000, and were commanded by Field
marshal Arthur O'Neil~ 

On the 3d of September the Spaniards endeavoured to force 
a -passage over Montego-key shoal, with five vessels, two or 
wliich carried long 18 or 24 poundent, andi the provisions anti 
stores of all of which, in order to·lighten them, had been. shifted 
to- other vessels. The Tickler, SWinger" and Teazer, hlstantIy 
proceeded to annoy- these five Spamsh vessels, and by drip 
compelled them to retire. This afforded to the commalldin,t 
officer of the British vessels the' opportunity of! drawing ana 
destroying all the stakes and beacons which the Spaniards had 
placed in the narrow and intricate- channel; and; without the use 
of which none but vessels of a very light draught of water could 
pass. On the following day; the- 4th, the attempt to ~ the 
shoal was renewed~ and defeated in a similar manner. On the 
5th the same Spanish vessels, accompanied' by two others, and 
by several launches filled with- troops, endea>voured to get over
tile same shoal by another passage, but were repulsed, appa
rently with loss. On this, as well as- on the two precedinJ 
days, the Spaniards expended an immense fJuantity of ammuru
tion to no manner of purpose; while the Bntish fired complll'lL
tively little, but with a steady precision that produced a sensible 
efFect. 

Having no doubt that the next efFort of the Spauiards would 
be against St.-George's key, nom which they might easily go 
down to the Belize, only nine miles distant, and there d~roy 
the town and harass the mhabitants, Captain Moss) in the nigHt 
of the 5th, weighed, and by noon on the following day, worlteci 
up'to the Key. Twelve of the heaviest among the Spanish vas
nlls were then under way, for the purpose of makingtlie attempt; 
but, on se!ling the Merlin IHld- ~e flotiUa ot: gun-boats- .so near~ 
the' Spaniards hauled to the wmd and retumed to· thm {brme!" 
anchorage, between-l!.ong-key and Key-cllapelo 

The Spanish vessels continued working and- anchoring among
tl'te'shoals, at the distance of four or fiVe miles- from the Merlilt 
and gun-boats, until the 10th-;' when, at 1 P; •• , nine sail of 
armed' sloops and BChoonel'S; eaeh with a· la~eh astern full or 

Digitized by Google 



1798. SPANISH ATI'ACK ON HONDURAS. 251 

men, bore down through the channel that led to the Merlin. 
Five smaller vessels, also with troops on board, were at anchor 
to windward, at the distance of about a mile and a half; and 
the remainder of the Spanish flotilla lay at Long-key Spit, as if 
awaiting the issue of the contest. The Spanish vessels ap
proached, in line abreast, using both sails and oars; and, on 
arriving within long gun-shot, dropped anchor. It seeming to 
be their intention to board the Towzer and Tickler, which vessels 
lay much nearer to them than the bulk of the flotilla, Captain 
Moss, at 1 h. 30 m. P. M., made the signal to engage. The 
British immediately opened an animated and apparently 
destructive fire, which was returned by the Spaniards, and the 
cannonade lasted two hours and a half. At the end of that 
time the ~aiar<hl',. in evident confusion, cut their cables, and 
sailed arid rowed' off, assisted by a number of launches, which 
took in tow the ~ater part of their vessels. No man was hurt 
on the part of the British; hut' the Spaniards, from the hasty 
manner of their retreat, appeare,d not to have been so fortunate. 
Owing to the shoal water, the Merlin was' unable· to folloW the 
Spanish, vesselS; and the' remainder of the Bl'itish flotilla, with;. 
9ut her &upporU, wonld. have been, no- match for them. The 
whGle therefore effected: their- escape. The Spaniards remained 
under Key-chapel until the night of the 15th, when. they moved 
~ft' with a light southerly wind. Some of the vessels went ta 
lIacca:lar., and 0ther& to Qampeachy; nor did the Spaniards 
apin. venture to attack die British· possessions in Honduras 
llay;t, 
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WITH respect to the state of the British navy at the com
mencement of the present year, it will suffice to refer to the 
usual abstract of its numbers and strength.. We may notioo, 
however, that two fine line-of-battle classes, L and M, have more 
than doubled themselves since the beginning of the preceding 
year. Indeed all the principal columns in the abstract exhibit 
an iricrease of numbers; arising, in part, from newly-built ves
sels, but chiefly from captures made at the ex~nse of the 
French, Dutch, and Spanish navies respectively.t The number 
of British ships of war, wrecked and foundered during the year 
1798, is still of considerable amount;t but fewer of the crews, 
it is gratifying to observe, perished, than amidst the similar 
mishaps of the preceding year. We may here remark, in pass
ing, that, as respects tlie French, Dutch, and Spanish navies, 
the foundered, wrecked, and burnt cases do, in all probability, 
fall short pf the rea] number, no nation but England publishing 
any list of the losses that her navy sustains. 

The number of commissioned officers and masters, belong
ing to the British navy at the commencement of the year, 
was, 

Admirals 
Vice-admirals. 
Rear-admirals • 

" Captains 

" 

. . . 
superannuated 28 
. . . 

superannuated 19 

• See Appendix, Annual Abstract No. 7. 
tSee Appendix, Nos. 15,16. 
1: See Appendix. No. 17. 

21 
36 
42 

547 
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Commanders, or sloop-captains • 386 
. Lieutenants ••• 2157 

" superannuated 504' 
Masters. • • • • • 535 

'and the number of seamen and marines voted for the service of 
.the year 1799, was 120,000.t . . 
, . The opening of the Eresent year saw France with a second 

.. coalition formed against her. Naples and Sardinia had, as we 
.have seen, recommenced b,ostilitil!s with no great eclat; but 
.A1l8tria was preparing to lend them her powerful aid, and 
.Russia, had already united with Turkey in revenging Buona
.parte's flagrant attack upon Egypt. France, on the other hand, 
·was making great exertions to withstand the host offoes which, 

. .thus aroused, had again confederated against her; and, among 
other measures taken, orders had issued, since the 25th of the 
preceding November, for the construction of 16 ships of the line, 
18 heavy frigates, and 12 corvettes. 

Vice-admiral Eustache Bruix, the French minister of marine, 
also. went down from Paris, with money to pay the seamen at 
Brest, and remained at that port superintending the equipment 
of the ships. In consequence of this,. the utmost activity per
vaded every department, and, towards the middle of April, 25 
ships of the line and several frigates were ready for sea. The 
minister addressed a proclamation to the seamen, Dluch in the 
same style as the "instructiOD$" transmitted from the directory 
at the commencement of the year 1794;. . Vice-admiral Bruix 
adverted to the splendid actions of the Charente and of the 
Baionnaise, as well as to the vigorous resistance made by the 
Seine, and by" the squadron under Commodore Bompart. The 
Qddress, or that part of it at least, which promiJlea that the 
families of the s~amen should be provided for in their absence, 
and that. a third. part in value of the prizes should be paid to 
them immediately after c!Lpture, d,rew the seamen from the 
:privateers to the national ships, and thus answered the purpose 
lDtended. 

In the first three or four months of the present year, the 
'British force cruising ofi' Brest consjsted of a squadron of eight 
or nine sail of the line, under the successive command of Vice
admiral Sir Charles Thompson, baronet, in the Formidable 98, 
Vice-admiral Lord Hugh Seymour, in the Sans-Pareil80, and 
Rear-admiral the Honouratile George Cranfield Berkeley, in 
the. Mars 74. On the 16th of April, at 6 P. H., a French 
convoy, consisting of the atDled store-ships Dromadaire and 
Necessite, and·50 other vessels, escorted by Captain Pierre
Marie Le Bozec, with the corvettes Etonnante, Societe, Mig
nODDe, arid Cigogne, and lugger Vautour. were chased by Rear-

• With the rank of commanders. t See Appendix,. No. 18. 
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admiral Berkeley's squadron, but ·effected .their. ,eScape into 
Brest. On the 17th, early in the morning., .Admiral Lord Brid
port, who, with the Royal-George and five or six other ships, 
bad sailed from St.-Helen's on the 13th, arrived oft' Ushant, and 
"8U~eded Rea .... admiral Berkeley in the commau4. . 

On the 25th, Lord Bridport looked ,into the port of .Brest, 
and counted 13 French line-of ... battle ships at .anahm-, ADC! dive 
under way, in the road of Bertheaume, as if prepariag to:pat to 
sea with the fresh north-east wind tillen b~. The British 
ileet was at this time right in the centre ·of the IrcMe pas .. 
and not above five or six .miles to the south-west of the Blaek 
Rocks. At 2 P. H. Lord Bridport made .sail to the wea;fi.,DOI!tD
west, and in two hours was about foor leagues to .the 'West«>ath- . 
west of Ushant, with, including the Rnssel, which ... _. 
about joining, the following 16.sail ohhe liDe: 
.Gtm..ablp .~ Admiral (w.) Lord Bridport. 'LB. 
100 Royal-George ........... Rear-adm. {r.)Oharles Morice Pole. 

Captain William DomeU. 

{

D' .s Rear-adm. (r.) .sir Charles ·Cotton,bat. 
~nnoe -.. -................ ~ Captain Thomas Larcom. 

'fJ8 St.-George.................. "Sampson Edwards. 
Neptune •••••••• ••• ••• ••• ••• " Jam.es V.ashon. Glory........................ ." Thomas Wells. 

80 Cear •••••••• ....... ••••••••• " Sir JaDles Saumarez. 
M s Rear...adm. (b.) Hon. G. Ca. Berkele)y. 

ars ... __ .. • .. •• .... ···l CaptaiD John Monckton. 
Dragon ...... ...... ••• ••• ••• " George ·Campben. 
Imp6tueux ................. .. Sir Edwar4 Pellew. 'bart. 
Terrible ..... _ .......... __ .. Willim:n WoJseJ.ey. 

" Achille ••••••• _ ....... __ .... _. " Gearge MUl'I'BJ". 
Superb .... .................. .. John Sutton. 
Ajax ............... ... ...... .. Hon. Alex. Inglis Cochrane. 
Pompe-e •••••• ...... .......... t' -charles Stirling. 
:L\fagnificent ................ .. Edward Bowater. 
Russel ..... _................ .. HeWert .Sawyer. 

Frigate •• three or four. but their, names are uncertain. 

'On the evening of the same 25th of April, on whic'h Lorl 
Bridport had thus left open the principal passage in and out of 
Brest, Vice-admiral Bruix put to sea with, except tbe Convea
,tioo, which did n(!)f; join unbl the next morning, the 'following 
well-appointed fleet: . 
Gnn.llhip 
1100 Ocean ........... Captain AIain-Adelaid&oMarie Bruilhac. ! Invincible .... _ Commod. Lollis L'Heritier. 
110 Terrible......... .. Yves.-lIbr.-G .. P. Le -Coat St. Haou8ll. 

R.epublicain ... Captain Charles Bemmger. 
SO Formidable.... Commod. Pierre-.Tulien TInreolal"t. 

Indonrptable... Captain Chambon. 

{

JemmappeB ..... Commod. JuJien-Marie Casmao-Ke1ju1ien. 
Mont-Blanc .... .. Esprit-TranqlliDe Mai&tral. 

74 Tyrannicide .... .. Zacharie-.Tac.-Theodore Allemand. 
Batave .......... .. Fran9.-Hen.-Eugene Daugier. 
CoDstiwtWn_ .. JulieR ,Le 1Wy. 
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eaa.ahip 
Duquesne ...... .. 'Pierre-Maurice.-Julien QuerangaI. 
Fougueux ...... " :Pierre-Marie Bescond. 
Ceoseur ......... " iAnt.-Jean-Baptiste Faye. 
~~ .............. " ,- Du£~y. 
Redoutable ..... ," --Moncousu. 
Wat:!rny ....... Captain Antriine-Louis Gourdon • 

. 1 OT~, '.ne ....... " JMathiean-~euptiC'sthareIHes' e!ryer'gevm' 
. ...t.P1n........." .. '" • 
, .Jean-Bart.._ .. _ ... Pran90is-Jacques Meynne. 

Gaulois .. _...... ," Gabriel Sim~n. 
Convention .... _ " Charles Lebozec. 
Revolution...... .... Pierre-Niccilas'Rolland. 
J. :T. Rousseau " Julien .. :Gabriel Bigot. 

, Dix-l\olit ........ " Jacques Bergeret. 
RriIlat., ,Romaine 44, 'Creole 40, Bravoure, Cocarde, and Fratemite 36. 
Fitfte, Fidelle; Corw:ite6, :Berceau .and Tactique; AviIoI, Biche and D& 

'!COuverte. 

It being tb-e custom among the French for their admirals to 
embark.OIl board frigates, we are unable to particularize all the 
Sae:-ships .in this .f1eet. We believe,llowever, that the Ocean, 
Republicain, and Temble,carried the Hags of the three senior 
admirals; and ,nnd, by the French accQunts. that the ;names of 
all the flag-officers attached to this formidable £eet were al 
follow: 

Vice-admiral Eustacihe 'Bruix. 
Rear-aduiiral Jean-Lmiis Delmotte. 

" Jacques Bedout. 
" Jean-~is Courand. 
.. ,Alain-JoBeph Dordelin. 

Chas.-A1ex.-Leon Durand-Linois. 
" 

Of an the Reets that ever sailed from France, this appears to 
'have 'been, as far as relates to the fighting complement of each 
ship, the most numerously manned. The four three-deckers 
alone had 4645 men. The two 80s averaged 874 men each; 
1Uld the nineteen 74s, although one of them bad as few as 660 
men, averaged 780 each: making the total of men in the fleet 
'23,761. Of this number, about :1000 appear to have been 
soldiers; but even, with these deducted, the crews 'were im:' 
moderately large •. Nor were the 'men, as was too commonly the 
case with the French crews, raw and inexperienced. They bad, 
for the most part, been serving in the gun-boats all the preceding 
.summer. What a fleet of 25 -san of the line, thus manned, 
m~ght acco~p1ish, may readily be conceived: what it did accom
plish we shall presently proceed to show. 

It was about 9 A.. M. on the 26th, just as 'the last 10 or 11 
'Sh~~ ofth.isimme~se ileet were roundin~ theSaintes, that t~e 
IJrttish36-gun ,fngate, Nymphe, CaptaIn Percy Fraser, dis
covered them. Making all sail to rejoin 'her ileet with the 
intelligence, the Nymphe, at noon, Ushant bearing east-north
east, distant five leagues, lost sight of the French ships; and at 
1 1'. H., with the signal for an enemy flying, fell in with the 
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Dragon, who quickly repeated the signal to Lord Bridport's 
fleet. The admiral immediately made sail tOW!ilrds Brest to 
ascertain the truth of the information, and on the 27th at noon 
found that the French fleet had really eluded his vigilance. 
Lord Bridport instantly sent despatch-vessels home, and ordered 
all reinforcements to join him off Cape Clear; whither, after 
sending two other small vessels, with the important information, 
to Lord Keith off Cadiz, and to Earl St.-Vincent at Gibraltar, 
the admiral himself departed with alllossible s~ed. 

On the 30th, Lord Bridport arrive off Cape Clear, and soon 
found his force augmented to 26 sail of the line. Among the 
small vessels that joined his lordship, was the hired armed 
lugger, Black-Joke; which, on the 27th, when 20 leagues west 
of Ushant, had fallen in with and captured the French chasse
maree Rebecca, of four swivels and seven men, juilt out of 
Brest, having on board a capitaine de fregate with despatches 
for Ireland. This was of course a ruse, and a successful one it 
proved; as it fixed the British admiral to the Irish coast, when, 
according to the concurrent testimony of several respectable 
merchant-masters, the Brest fleet had, on the 30th, reached the 
latitude of 46° and the longitude of 9°, and was left steering 
south-west with a fine wind at north. 

But, then again, the Paris journals persisted in declaring, 
that the destination of the armamerrt was Ireland; and some of 
them augmented the number of troops on board the fleet to 
25,000. Perhaps, too, it was a part of the plan, for the male
contents in Ireland, to circulate reports now and thenr that a 
strange fleet had made its appearance on the coast. The British 
admiralty, however, having a large disposable line-of-battle force. 
had sent, and continued to send, strong detachments to the 
coast of Spain and the Mediterranean; but the time for striking 
the blow had undoubtedly gone by. 

The chief command of the British naval force along the coast 
of Spain an,d in the Mediterranean still remained with Admiral 
Earl St.-VinOOlt; but, owing to his lordship's indifferent state 
of health, the active part. of the duty fell upon the second In 
command, Vice-admiral Lord ~ith. During the first four 
months of the year, the vice-admiral, with a squadron sometimes 
of 11, but at 1).0 time exceeding 15 sail of the line, and a single 
frigate or so, or perhaps none at all, lay at anchor about eight 
miles from Cadiz, blockading 19 Spanish sail of the line, 17 or 
which at least were sea-going ships, four frigates, and one or 
two corvettes. Even the occasional trips, that the British were 
obliged to make to Tetuan for water, failed to rouse the 
Spaniards from that state of inactivity which habit had seem
ingly rendered the chief enjoyment of their lives. Whenever 
the British came to the anchorage, the ships of war'in Oadiz 
harbour exhibited the same quiescent appearance as when last 
~en. 

• Digitized by Google 



1799. BRITISH FLEET OFF CADIZ. 257 

The French line-oC-battle force in the Mediterranean had 
been reduced by the victory of the Nile to a very insignificant 
amount. At Malta was the 80-gun ship Guillaume-Tell, also 
the ex-Maltese 64s Athenien and Degon; at Corfu, .the 74 
Genereu~; and, at tbe several .ports named, the followin~ nine 
ex-Venetlan . 64s: at Alexandria, the Causse and DubOlS, at 
Ancona, the Beyrand, Hoche (the second)"Laharpe, and Sten
gel, and at Toulon, recently returned from Corsica, the Banel~ 
Fromintin, and Robert; allllamed after generals who had dis
tinguished themselves under Buonaparte in Italy and ,Germany .. 
Of these eleven 64-gun ships, not above seven, if so many, were 
fully armed and fit for service. 

It was stated in the first edition of this work, that the French 
Venetian fleet consisted of" twelve 64-gun ships, and 32 frigates~ 
corvettes, and ,galleys." A contemporary first misquotes the 
passage thus, "twelve line-of-battle ships 'and thirty frigates 
and corvettes,"'" whereas the galleys alone were in number 18; 
and then adds: ". But of their existence there is eve,ry reason to . 
doubt, and certaillly they were never seen or heard of by the 
eommander-in-chief in the Mediterranean."t Strange this~ 
when we shall soon have occasion to name several oC the 64s, 
and roost of the frigates, as connected with the operations of 
the belligerents in that very Mediterranean sea. 

On the morning of the 3d of May, four days only after Lord 
Keith's fleet had returned off Cadiz from watering at Tetuan~ 
the 12-pounder 32-gun frigate Success, Captain Shnldham 
Peard, and 14-gun brig-sloop Childers, Captain James Coutts 
Crawford, joined company; the brig with intelligence, that 
Dve Spanish sail of the line had escaped from Ferrol, and the 
frigate, that she had, at noon on the 1st, when about 35 leagues 
west of Oporto, fallen in with the Brest fleet, steering south
west by south, and had been cpased by it unti14 P. M. on the 
2d, when the two leading ships hove to for their companions 
astern, and the Success escaped. At this time the British fleet 
before Cadiz consisted of the 

Gun-ship 
112 . Vill~e-Paris............ Captain Walter Batburst. 

{ 

S Vice-admiral (r.) Lord Keitb, K.B. . 
Barfleur .................. l Captain Geo~ Barker. . 

,,"0 P' G' S Vic-.lm. ~w.) Sir William Parker, bart • 
.,., rIDee- eorge,' ......... ~ Captain Wtlliani Bowen. 

London. .................. .. John Child Purvis. 
, Princess-Royal. ......... .. John William Taylor Dixon. 

90 Namur..................... " William. Luke. 
~ 5 Foudroyant............... .. William Brown. 

l Gibraltar.................. " William Kelly. 

• Brenton, vol. ii., p. 378. t Ibid. 
vo~~ u 
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G1IIIt8hip rontagu............ ••• ••• Captain John Knight. 
Nerthumberlan.t. ••••••• .. George Martin. 
Marlborough ..... _...... .. Tbomu Sotbeby. 

74 Warrior ................... " Charles ~lu. 
Hector...................... " John E~hinItone.. 
Defence .... ............... " Lord Henry Paulet. 
Majestic .................... " Robert Cuthbert. 

Immediately on the receipt of this news the ftee4 accom
panied by one frigate only, the Success, got UDder way, and 
prepared for action. At 11 A. M. the Childers, with three tnn ... 
ports under her protection, was despatched to Earl S1. ViDcent 
at Gibraltar. During the remainder of the day, and throughout 
the ensui~ night, LOrd Keith, with his. 15 line-of-battle shiJ>& 
formed in Ime, continued to stand oft' and on, the harbour, with 
the wind blowing fresh from the northward and westward. 

On the 4th,. at 8 h. 30 m. A. M., the French fleet was seea' 
about five leaQ:ues oft' in the west-north-west. At 10 "'-K. the.
Majestic signQIled that the strange fleet numbered altogether aa· 
sail. The ."French ships then wore from the rear, and formed OR 
the larboard tack, with their heads to the north-east; and the: 
British ships immediately formed on the same tack. SooD 
afterwards the French fleet again wore, aad stood away to tile
south-west, the wind then a perfect storm. At 5 P. H. the town 
()f Cadiz bore from the Barfteur, south-east by souta distant. 
:five or six leagues, and the French ships, in the hazy state of 
the weather, had all disappeared. The gale, blowiag right into 
the harbour of Cadiz, rendered it impossible for ,the Spanish 
ships to come out to join their friends in the offing,. eyea had 
they been ready or disposed. The same wind blew air eft the, 
~traits, and drove the French ships before· it. 

On the 5th, at daybreak, the town of Cadiz then only eight. 
miles distant from the British fleet, four Freueh ships of the:
line, standing on the starboard tack, with the wind fresh at 
south-west, showed themselves in the north--west. At 8 A. 111 .. 
these ships, which, on account of the bad weather probably, had 

. dropped astern of their companions, passed about seven miles 
to wlDdward of the British &et, and by 10.A:.,'l\f'wero out of' 
sight. On the same day, at 5 p. M., in thick h~y weather, 
26 French ships, of which 19 at least were asCertained to be of 
the line, were seen from the rock of Giw.'altar, passing throuah 
the Straits into the Mediterranean. These were known to be 
the &est fleet, as, early on the _preceding day" the· Childers 
had arrived with despatches from Lord Keith. 

On the 6th the ships of war in Cadiz were observed with 
their topgallantmasts struck, and their topsails loosed to dry; 
a proof that they were not then, however they may have been 
before the gale cemmenced, ready to proceed to sea. At noon 
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Lord Keita proceeded off Cape Spartel, and at noon on the 8th 
was cruising within five leagues of it. The fleet shortly after
wards stood back nearly 'to the entrance of Cadiz bay, and one 
or more of the ships were sent close in to reconnoitre the har
bour. Ymiing the SpaniSh ships, now counted, as it appears, 
at. 22 of the line, still in port; Lord Keith steered. for the bay 
of Gibraltar, having received on the evening of the 9th an order 
to that eft'eet from ,-Earl St.-Vincent. Admitting the number of 
Jine..of .. battle· ships in Cadiz to have been correctly reported, oC 
'W~ich we have some doubt, one of the three beyond the 19-
known to have been in the port, was the French 74 Censeur; 
which ship had lost her fore topmast, and been otherwise dis
abled. in the gale of the 4th, and had since slipped in unper
ceived by the British fleet. 

NotWIthstanding the assertion of a contemporary, we confess 
our inability to discover, either that the French fleet of "twenty
six" sail of the line IC' wished to enter'" the harbour of Cadiz, or 
that the British Beet of "sixteen" sail o£the line "offered 
battle.". We believe it was not the intention of Admiral Bruix 
to enter Cadiz, but merely to show himself ofi' each of the three 
Spanish ports, Ferm!, Oadiz, and Carthagene; in order that the 
ships within them might sail out and eft'ect tlleir junction. The 
Ferrol ships had actually: quitted port with that object in view, 
and, by a mere accident, had missed the Brest fleet; and, jf the· 
weather had permitted them, the Cadiz ships, or 17 sail of them 
at least, would in all probability have put to sea. No doubt, 

, in such a case, Lord Keith would have been bound to make a 
:retreat; and there can be as little doubt that, should the British 
:fleet have been forced to engage, all that a fleet 80 inferior in 
force could accomplish would have been effected. Beyond this 
it was idle to hope; and we can only supp()~ that Earl St.
Vincent, when in a letter to the secretary 0(' 'the admiralty he 
used the expression, " the French squadron eluded the vigi
lance of Lord Keith by the darkriess of the atmosphere,"t 
was unacquainted with the real strength of that French squa
dron. 

The Childers brig, immediately upon her arrival at Gibraltar 
from Lord Keith, was despatched with orders to rejoin imme
diately the Edgar 74, Captain John M'Dougall, lying in Tetuan 
bay. Rear-admiral Frederick,. who was residing on shore at 
Gibraltar on account of extreme ill health, took this opportunity 
of hoisting his flag on board an effective line-of-b8.ttle ship. 
Vessels were also despatched by the commander-in-chief to 
Rear-admirals Duckworth at Minorca, and Nelson at Palermo, 
and to Captains Ball off Malta, and Sir Sidney Smith off 
Alexandria. Several expresses had' also been sent to Lord 
K~th.; but, owing to tlie continnance of the south-west gale, 

• Brenton, vol. ii., p.475. 
t '02 
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the vice-admiral did not receive his order of recal, we believe,' 
until the evening of the 9th. On the 10th, at 9 A. M., Lord: 
Keith anchored in Gibraltar; as, on the same afternoon, did the' 
Edgar from Tetuan. 

Every despatch was now used in victualling the ships; and 
on the 11th, at sunset, Earl St.-Vincent shifted his flag from: 
the Souverain guardship to the Ville-de-Paris; as did also 
Rear-admiral Frederick, from the Edgar to the Princess-Royal. 
On the 12th, at H,.. M., the British fleet, consisting of 16 sail 
of the line, weighed and bore up for the Mediterranean. On 
the 17th and 18th the ships encountered a severe gale of wind. 
but escaped without much damage. On the 20th, at noon,' 
when off the island of' Minorca, the fleet was joined by the 

GOD.shlp , 

{L 
. tha 5 Rear-admiral (w.) John Thomas Duckworth. 

eVla n ............ ~ Captain Hen Digby. 
74 Centaur ............. '" John~arkham. 

Bellerophon ........ " .. H~n~ d·~te~re Darby. . 
Powerful ........... ~·,.. Wdham 0 Bnen Drury. 

On the same evening the fleet, with the exception of the 
Edgar, who had run aground to the south-east of Hospital' 
island, anchored in Port-Mahon. The Edgar remained on shore 
'until midnight on the 21st; when, having removed all her guns' 
into some transports, and been assisted in heaving off by the 
Barfleur and Defence, she floated, and anchored in the harbour. 
, The departure of Lord Keith from before Cadiz, on the 6th, 
enabled the Spaniards; by the 14th, to put to sea with 17 sail of 
the line, of which six were three-deck.ers. On the 17th this 
fleet passed the Straits, and, not being in very good trim for 
withstanding foul weather, suffered considerably by the gale of 
that and the following day. Eleven of the shIps were more or 
less ,dismasted by it; but, on the 20th, the whole, except one 
ship which arrived atlerwards, succeeded in gaining Carthagena. 
In order to show how differently the same gale could treat an 
English and a Spanish fleet, the names of the dismasted ships 
of the latter, as officially announced in the Madrid Gazette, are 
here subjoined: ' , 

Gun.shlp 
112 5 Con~epcion............... lost her foremast, and very leaky. 

~ Mexlcano ................ totally dismasted ; fout men killed, &c. ! Conquistador ............ totally dismasted. 
Oriente ... ......... ...... lost her main and mizen masts. 
Pelavo... .................. ditto, and sprung her foremast. 

14 San-Francisco-de-Asis .. lost hel," foremast. 
San.Joaquim ............. ditto mainmast, and sprung her foremast. 
San-Telmo ............... totally dismasted. 
Soberano ...... ...... ...... lost her mainmast. 

Cun..frlgate 
34 Matilda ............. ...... totally dismasted. 
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· It appears, also, that the Santa-Ana three-decker inade 20 
inches of water per hour, and that the San-Francisco-de-Paulo . 
and San-Pablo 74s had sprung or carried away their tillers. 
One of the brigs, too, had lost her foremast and bowsprit. Just 
· a week previous to .the arrival of the Spanish fleet at Carthagena, 
the French fleet, consisting;· according to the French accounts, 
of 25 sail of the line, five frigates, and· four or five corvettes, 

· ~tered Toulon: In passing the Straits, two of the ships had 
run on board each other, and received considerable damage. . 

On the 22d of May, at noon, , Earl St.-Vincent got under way 
from Port-Mahon; and on the 23d, at 5 A.lIl., the Edgar, who, 
.highly to the credit of her officers and crew, had since early on 
the preceding morning reship:ped and remounted the whole of 
her guns, weighed also, and jOl~ed the admiral off the harbour • 
. Having now under hi!'! command 20 sail of the line and a few 
smaller vessels, Earl St.-Vincent made sail in the direction of 
Toulon. , 

On the 26th, when in latitude 42° north, in consequence, we 
sqppose, of information that the Spanish fleet had arrived at 
Carthagena, the British fleet steered to the westward, and at 
noon on the 27th was about 35 miles to the east-north-east of 
· Cape San-Sebastian, waiting to intercept the Spanish fleet in 
case it should attempt to effect a j unction with the French fleet 
in Thulon. On the 3.0tb, while cruising off Cape San-Sebastian 
with this object in view, the admiral received intelligence of the 
sailinO' of the French fleet from Toulon tbree days before. On 
this, Earl St.-Vincent, at 2 p. M., detached Rear·admiral Duck
worth with the Leviathan, Foudroyant, Northumberland, and 
Majestic, to reinforce Lord Nelson at Palermo, and at 6 P. M. 
was joined by the 

G1IIl-shlp 

100 Queen-Charlotte .. S Rear~iral (w.).James Hawkins Whitshed. 
'l Captain John Irwln. 

~ Captain .............. " Sir Richard John Strachan, Bart. 
74 Defiance.............. " Thomas Revell Shivers. 

Bellona... ............ " Sir Thomas Boulden Thompson. 
64 Repulse... ...... ..... " James Alms. 

. The British fleet, thus augmented to 21 sail of the line, 
steered along the Spanish coast, and at noon on the 1st of June 
was about 40 miles to the eastward of Barcelona. Seeing no 
enemy in this direction, the fleet put back to the northward and 
eastward, under all sail. On the 2d, when about 70 miles 
south-west of Toulon, Ea~l St.-Vin.cent, findi~g his health getti~g 

. worse, parted company m the Vdle-de-Parls; and Lord Kelt~ 
took the command of the fleet, now deprived of the use of tbe 
heaviest ship in it, by her departure upon a service for which a. 
frigate would have answered. 
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On the 3d, in the afternoon, having arrivedcl06e 'off TouIon, 
the two advanoedships of the fleet, the Centaur and Monta~, 
.opened a fire upon l8. brig-oorvette and several settees standtng 
jnto the road, and took possession of foul' of the latter, whieli 
.they dismantled and burnt. The French forts fired at the two 
.British 746, but without effect. From the prisoners intelligence 
was obtained, that the French fleet, on quitting T<)ulon, had 
:ateered to the eastward; aDd to the eastward the British fleet 
-accordingly bent its course. On the 5th, in the afternoon, whea 
the fleet had just crossed the gulf of Frejus, the British hired 
.armed brig Telegraph, Lieutenant James Alexa.nder Worth. 
Joined compan5, with intelligence of having, the preceding even
mg, seen tile French fleet at anchor in Vado bay. The British 
fleet immediately made all sail in that direction. On the 6th. 
the forts on the small is-lands of Sainte-Margnerete and La
Garoupe, near Antibes, fired at the fleet in passing, particulatiy 
at the Espoir brig, who 'was nearest in shore. The French 
papers boasted of having dismasted an English ship of the 
~i~e and frigate; but it does no~ appear that any vessel was 
mJured. 

On the 8th, Cape Delle-Melle at noon bearing north-north
east distant 31 leagues, Lord Keith received three despatch.:" 
vessels <an within seven or eigh.t hours) from the commander-in
chief at Minorca,. ~ontain~DI?i orders for him, after· detachinJ 
two 74sas an additional remforcement to Lord Nelson, to repau: 
to the bay of Rosas, to be ready to intercept the French fleet OD. 

. its way to join the Spanish fleet in Carthagena. Accordingly, 
after sending away the Bellerophon and Powerful to Palermo, 
Lord Keith, with 18 sail of· the line,' crowded sail to the South
west. It would appear, however, that, instead of steering 
straight to the bay of Rosas, Lord Keith proceeded towards the 
south end of Minorca, _probably to facilitate a junctioll with the 
Ville-de-Paris. On the 12th the British fleet was lying be
calmed close off the small island of Ayre. On the 13th, Cape 
Mola bearing north-east ha1f~ast distant five leagues, Lord 
Keitb shifted his Bag to the Queen-Charlotte, ad Rear-admiral 
Whitshed to the Barfleur; and Captains Irwin- and Barker fol
lowed their resp-ective chiefs. On the 15th, when the fleet was 
within four mIles of Cape Mola, the Vil1e-de-Paris rejoiDed, 
having left Earl St.-Vincent at, Port-Mahon, preparing to take 
his departure for Gi.braltar and England. 

With his Beet again consisting of 19 sail of the line, Lord. 
Keith, passing round the eastern side of the Minorca, ateelel 
to the northward, On the 19th, 'when about 20 leagues to the 
southward of Cape Sicie, the advanced division, consisting of 
the Centanr, Captain, and Bellona 74s, and the Emerald and 
>&nta-Teresa frigates,~tured the following Freuch ships, 33 
days from Jaffa, bound to Toulon:. 
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~ . 
...... __ ~ Rear-admiral Peme. 

88 ....... • .. • .. • .. ···l Captain Honore Pourquier. 
36 ~ AIceaIJe............ " Jeaa-Baptiste ~. 
~ ...." Bui1le. 

... SaJamiDe ......... Lieut. F~is-Timothee ~ •. 
.. • Alerte ...... ...... .. Pi.-Ant.-Toussaint DeDlal. 

The whole of these five vessels we~ added to the Britiah 
... vy; bat the fim, a filM Toulon-boilt frigate of 1029 tona~ 
was of greater value ta. all the others. There bein~ a J ODO 
already in the service, the Sonon was named Princess Ch8.rlotte~ 
.and attached to the 18-pounder 36-gun class. Her name was 
_bseq aeIltly . altered to the A.Rdl'Omaclte, and the ci-devaat 
JaDOIl is e:ven yet 8. serviceable frigate. 

After captunng th. squadron of M. Peme, Lord Keiths~ 
.aloae into Toolon, Uld during the 20th, 21st, 22d, and 23d~ 
«1aised oft' that port, as if expectin~ that-the French fleet 'WGQld 
attempt to re--eater it. Finding thiS not to be the case, the victl
dmftl made sail to the eastward, and on the 24th crossed 
Vado bay. Oil the 25th, some of the forts near Genoa, fired 
-several shot at the British 16-gun brig-sloop, Vincejo, but 
eeaaed when the latter hoisted Spanish colours. On the 26th, 
the British ileet was withiQ six or seven miles of Genoa mole. 
Hearing no tidiags of the French tieet in this quarter, except 
perhaps, that it had anchored in the port nearly a month ar., 
Lord Keith stood away towards Minorca. While the British 
deet is on its way thither, we will proceed to show, as well as 
we are able, what conrse the FreDeh fleet had actoally been 

~L 27th of M~y, one of the three or four days d~ 
·which the British fleet, of 20 sail of the line, five frigates, ana. 
.amaller vessels, was cruising otf Cape San-Sebastian, the Frenclt 
&et, of 22 sail of the line (the two damaged ships belngstill 
.under repair, and the Censeur, as already mentioned, left at 
Cadiz), 11 frigates and Corvettes, and, we belieye, two of the 
three ex-V enetian 64& ill the port armed en flute, and laden wi'th 
provisions aad military stores, sailed from the road of Toulon. . 

Steering to the eastward, the French ileet on the 30th or 31st 
anchored in the bay of Vado, and there disembarked, for the 
l'elief of'Savona, then attacked by an Austro-Russian army, the 
1000 troops received on board at Brest. On the 3d of June the 
French fleet showed itself off Genoa, and on the 5th, when the 
British Beet was nearly abreast of Cape Ronx, anchored in 
Genoa mole, with a wheat-laden convoy,.whieh the French ad
miral had escorted from the westward. General Koreau, who 

• In the London Gazette, owing, we conceive, to a typographic:al error. 
·this frigate is described as of "22," instead: of 32 .. ~ns, 12-~ndetll, and 
300 men." A contemporary, overlooking this, has given the .. Courageux," 
not only no more than .. 22 guns," but, what he considered an adequte com
plement, .. 160 men."-.Brenton. voL ii., p. 488. 
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had arrived at Genoa two days before, took this opportunity of 
holding a conference with Vice-admiral Bruix on board the 
Ocean. On the 6th, in the morning, the General quitted the 
flag-ship for the shore; and at noon, when the British 'fleet. 
having been recalled to the bay of Rosas, had put about for that 
destination, the French fleet weighed and made sail to the west
''Ward, the French accounts say, 'but we much doubt the fact, in 
consequence of information that the British fleet, of "22 sail 
()f the line," had been seen off Toulon. 

Thus was the seeking fleet unconscionsly running before the 
sought fleet, and the latter as unconsciously purauing the former. 
No doubt, had this fact been known in France, the Moniteur 
would have declared, and with some show of reason, that Vice
admiral Bruix had chased Lord Keith and could not bring him 
to action. On the 9th, the French fleet passed in sight of Tou
Ion, and on the 22d appeared ofi' Carthagena. On the 23d, 
Vice-admiral Bruix cast anchor in the road, and thus effected a 
junction with the Spanish fleet, now, with most surprising'alacrity, 
after the damage it had received in the storm of the preceding, 
,month, nearly ready for sea. 

As far as we can gather from the obscure accounts in the 
'French and Spanish journals, this ,fleet, soon after its arrival 
from Cadiz, had transferred to a large body of transports, pur
posely assembled at Carthagena, about 5000 troops, for disem
barkation at Majorca, and to be employed, as it would appear, 
more for defending that island, than for making any attempt to 
,recapture Minorca. On the 24th, the day after their junction, 
and when the British fleet, having gone the round we have de
scribed, was increasing its distance in the direction, first of Tou
lon, and then of Genoa, the French and Spanish' fleets, numbel"
ing together 40 s.ail of the line, with a suitable train of friga~ 
and corvettes, saIled from Carthagena, bound out of the MedI
terranean. . 

On the 6th, Lord Keith, whem we left steering for Minorca, 
arrived off the east end of the island; and on the 7th, close off 
Mount Toro, was joined by the following reinforcement from the 
Channel fleet: , 

GIIII..mp 

fp . S Rear-admiral (r.) Sir Charles Cotton. 
nnce ............ ~ Captain Samuel Sutton. 

981 Formidable ...... '" Edward Thomborough. 
St.-George ...... .. Sampson Edwards. 
Neptune ......... " James Vashon. 
Glory ............ " Thomas Wells. 
Tri h S Rear-admiral (w.) Cuthbert Collingwood. 

- ump ......... ~ Captain Thomas'Larcom. 
Dragon ........... " George Campbell. ' 

74 ImJM!tueux ...... .. Sir Edward Pellew, hart. 
Terrible .......... " Jonathan Faulknor. 
Superb ............ " John Sutton. 
Pom~e .......... " Charles Stirling. CaDaCIa............ " Hon. Michael de Courcy. 

-
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. This reinforcement, when it quitted the Channel fleet, con
.sisted of 16 sail of the line, under Admiral Sir Alan Gardner; 
but the latter, taking with him the Royal-Sovereign, ClBSal', 
Magnificent, and Russet, had put into the Tagus, to escort 
home the Lisbon convoy, and the Nile prizes. 

While a part of Lord Keith's fleet, now augmented to 31 sail 
of the line, four frigates, and two or three smaller vessels, lay 
off and on Port-Mahon, the remaining ships, including the 
queen Charlotte, anchored, in the, harbour to get a supply of 
water. . Scarcely had the vlce-admJral been an hour at hiS an
chorage, ere intelligence arrived of the junction of which he had 
been forewarned. All was now bustle in the port; and on the 
10th Lord Keith weighed and set sail for the Straits, having 
previously sent an order to Rear-admiral Nelson, at Palermo; 
to detach a part of his force fOl' the protection of Minorca.. 
On the 26th, the British fleet anchored ID Tetuan bay, to get, 
what the ships had only partially lrocured at Mahon, a supply 
of water, and on the 29tli, reache Gibraltar; just three weeks 
. after the French and Spanish fleets had passed the rock on their 
way to Cadiz. Even the two French 74s left repairing at 
Toulon, had since followed the combined fleets out of the Me
diterranean. 

With such limited means as we possess, it is not easy to say 
how it happened, first, that the Spanish fleet, scattered and dis
comfited by a gale, was suffered to enter Carthagena; and next, 
that the French fleet, although it spent nearly four weeks in 
twice traversing that small portion of the Mediterranean which 
divides Genoa from Carthagena, was missed by a British fleet 
cruising on the same seas. Not a jot of information on the 
subject appears in a work in which, from its title and the rela
tion that subsisted between its author and Earl St.-Vincent, a 
8.01ution of the difficulty might reasonably be expected. 

To show that this writer's account of the proceedings of the 
:British fleet after it had arrived at Gibraltar from Cadiz, brief 
as it is, contains many mistatements, we have only to subjoin an 
extract. "Here, with all the zeal and vigilance of Earl St.
Vincent and the anxiety of every officer to forward the work, 
it took five days," that is, from 9 A.. M. on the 10th, to 11 A.. M. 

on the 11 th, "before the provision and water could be com
pleted, and the ships sufficiently repaired to follow the enemy; 
when the Earl of St.-Vincent hoisted his flag on board the Ville 
de Paris, and taking Lord Keith under his orders, made all sail 
for Cape Dell Melk At this place (see p. 262) he received intel
ligence, that the enemy had anchored in Vado bay; but his lord
aliip, having every reason to think that the Spaniards medjta~ed 
an attack on Minorca, went to Mahon, and ordered Lord Kelt" 
to cruise off the. island, the Spaniards having collected a large 
body of troops at Majorca."· 

• BreDtoD, vol. ii., p. 476. 
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Being desirous to attend the combiaed 6erets in their further 
IDOvements, we shall merely advert to two untoward cil'C1lID
stances, which may assist m explaining how the British ani. 
French fleets twice missed each other: one was when Lord. 
Keith on the 8th of June, in compliance with Earl St.-Vincent's 
orders, put back, just when a 24 hours' run in the course he 
had been steerin~, would have brought him in front of M. Broil: ; 
the next, when, mstead of waiting off Cape San-Sebastian Lord. 
Keith, of his own accord as it appears, steered for Minorca, aacl 
in the neighbourhood of that island wasted several days. 

On the 7th of July, while the combined Seets were passinc 
the Straits, some of the ships amused themselves with firing at 
two vessels belonging to the Algerines, and then steering close 
in with the Barbary shore. Earl St.-Vinoont, who was on boa .... 
the 44-gun ship Argo, at anchor in the bay, despatched the 
hired cutter Penelope, of 16 or 18 guDfil, Lieutenant Frederick 

, Lewis Maitland, to ascertain the cause of the firing. HaYing 
stretched across the gut with very light winds during the night;. 
Lieutenant Maitland, at daybreak. on the 8th, foUnd himself 
nearly within gun-shot of Admiral Massaredo's advaneed ship". 
the boats of which, in the prevailing calm, were ordered to to. 
the 14-gun brig-corvette Vivo towards the Penelope. The 
IaUer, however, on approaching the British cutter, received so 
warm a salute, that she soon dropped astern. 

A breeze now springing up, the Spanish 34-gun frigate Del. 
Carmen raJ). down, and placing herself about a cable'S le~ 
on the Penelope's weather beam, opened a heavy fire, by which. 
the cutter was soon unrigged and compelled to surrender. Aa. 
officer from the Vivo now boarded the Penelope, and demanded. 
her commander's sword; but Lieutenant Maitla.nd refusedtG 
deliver it, alleging that the British colours had been struck te 
the frigate. Shortly afterwards, one of the Carmen's boats 
boarded and took possession of the Penelope, and sent away 
the boat of the Vivo. ' 

The Peneiope, when thus suddenly ordered. from Gibraltu; 
had on board a considerable sum in specie, intended for the ' 
island of Minorca, but which, rather neglectfully we think, was • 
not removed. "When her crew found there was no chance of 
~pe from the combined fleets, they made an attempt to plun
der the treasure, which Lieutenaat Maitland moat hODou~ 
and successfully resisted, alleging that, as public property, it 
was the lawful prize of the captors."'" . 

On the 10th, 11th, and 12th, the French and Spanish fleets 
entered the harbour of Cadiz. The Cenaeur being still DOt ia 
a state to proceed on the voyage, the Spanish monarch pt'&'
&ented to the French republic the 74 San-Sebastian; and lote 
the latter, newly and.appropriately named the Alliance, Captaia 

• MarsbalJ, 1'01. ii., po $13. 
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flaye and his officers and crew instantly removed. That done, 
IOn the 21st the COOlbined beets got under way, bound to Brest. 
Scarcely, however, had the two 6eets made sail from the 8D.
.ehorage, than two of the Spanish three-deckers, the Mexicano 
and SUta-Ana, retumed.; t1ie latter after having run on shore 
and been with dUliculty p aAaat again. This left Admiral 
.Musuedo with the foUowmg 15 sail of the line : 

"-..... 
{

COncepcioo, 
112 Conde-de-Regla, 

Prineipe.de-Asturiaa, 
~1Iisa, 

ao ::C:.U::' 
74{ Conquistador, 

Guerrero, 

San-Francisco-de-Asis, 
San-Francisco-de-Paulo, 

GD""j" Pelayo, 

74 San-Joaqui., 
San-Pablo, 
San-Telmo, 
Soberano. 

Exclusive of foor frigates and three brigs; making the 
-aggrerte number of the combined Spanish and French 6eets 
.59 sad, of which 40 were of the line. 

On the 30th, at 2 A.K., the wind coming to the eastward, 
LooI Keitb, with his 31 sail of the line, got under way from. 
Gibraltar, and stood towards the channel, but heard nothing of the 
object of his pursuit until the 8th of August; when, being off 
Cape Finisterre, he was informed by a Danish brig, that on the 
-6tb, she had passed through the combined fleets, steering to 
the north-east. On the 9th, the British 36-gon frigate Stag, 
Captain J oseph Sydney Y orke, came into the fleet with informa
tion, that she had seen the French and· Spaniards oft' Cape 
Orbegal, steering, as before, to the north-east. On the 12th, 
the British 6eet arrived in soundings, and at noon on that day, 
was about 80 miles to the westward of Ushant. On the 14t&, 
Lord K.eith detached the Impetueux, Pompee, and Ethalion, to 
look into Brest; where Sir Edward Pellew found the French 
and Spanish fleets, which had anived only on the preceding day, 
safely moored iD the road. 

Whatever may have been the elTOl'S -or mismanagement of 
Loro Keith while cruising in the Mediterranean, so soon as the 
British fteet was clear of the island of Minorca, the ships pushed, 

. uuciel'1l11 -sail, in pursuit of the Franco-Spanish fleet, and aetuall)r 
gained upon it so much, that, had there been another degree of 
distance to pasa over, the two fleets, in all probability, would 
have eome in contact. Those who might dread the reslllt of a 
meeting, under such a' numerical disparity as 40 to 31, should 
recolleCt, that a Seet of 30 sail of the line, equipped manned, 
and commanded like Lord Keith's, was a match for any fleet 
. that could be sent to sea; especially one made up of the ships 
of two national nuies, between which there was little or no 
concert, and the fleet of one of which had given so decided a 
proof .that numbers were a disadvantage to it. 
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We may observe, in passing, that the alleged object of the 
voyage of M. Bruix to the Mediterranean appears to have been 
much overrated. He had landed a few soldiers at Savona, and 
convoyed a fleet of coasters to Genoa; services which his fri
gates alone could just as well have performed.· Even when the 
two fleets had jomed, they evinced no intention to act against 
Minorca and Sicily, or to overpower the British naval force -in 
that sea. The French fleet when alone, and even the two fleets 
when united, rather shunned than sought an engagement; nor 
had a single hostile port been visited, nor e'ven threatened. The 
result was, that the Breast and Cadiz fleets had united, and now 
lay moored together, to the ridicule of monarchial Spain, in the 
great naval depot of republican France. " 

Among the ships that, just before the Brest fleet appeared off 
Cadiz, had escaped out of port to effect a junction With it, were 
five ships of the line from Fcrrol. It was on the 28th of April 
that these five sail, consisting of one 11 2-gun ship (the Real~ 
Carlos) b~aring an admiral's flag at the main, one 80 bearing a 
vice-admiral's flag at the fore, and three 74s, accompanied by 
one frigate, and one ship and one brig corvette, sailed .from 
Ferrol; not unseen, however, by the British 44-gun frigate Inde
fatigable, Captain the Hon. Henry Curzon. The Spaniards, as 
if expecting to fall in with the Brest fleet, lay to, off Corunna, 
for the greater part of two days; during which time the Inde
fatigable kept them in sight. The latter then hastened home
wards with the intelligence, and shortly afterwards spoke the 
Childers brig, on her way to Earl St.-Vincent with despatches 
from Lord Bridport. On the 8th of May the Indefatigable ,ar
rived at Plymouth. In the mean time the Spanish squadron 
had made sail with the intention of entering Brest, but, finding 
or fearing some obstruction, had since put into Rochefort. 

Towards the latter end of May, while, with 26 sail of the line 
at anchor in Bear Haven, waiting for the French fleet to come 
to Ireland, Lord Bridport received intelligence, as well of this 
Spanish squadron being in Rochefort, as of the Brest fleet having 
steered for the Straits. Accordingly, on the 1st of June, in pur
suance of orders from home, Lord Bridport detached Admiral 
Sir AIan Gardner with 16 sail of the line as a reinforcement to 
Earl St.-Vincent, and, with his remaining 10 line-of-battle.ships, 
sailed for Basque road. 

On the 4th of June Lord Bridport arrived off the road; and 
got a sight of the Spanish squadron; but which immediately 
afterwards retired to the road of Aix, a small fortified island 
about 12 miles from Rochefort. On the 8th, taking with· him 
the Royal-George, Atlas, Achille, and Agincourt, the admiral 
sailed for England, leaving, as a blockading force off the port~ 
the 
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fM
'S Rear-Adm. (b.) Hon. G. Cran. Berkeley. 

ars ........................ ~ Captain John ManIe • 
Venerable..................· .. Sir William ~eorge Fairfax. 

74lRenown .................. "Albemarle Bertie. 
·Ajax ........................ "Hon. Alex. Inglis Cochrane. 
Ramillies ...... :.. ......... "Richard Grindall. 

, Robust ..................... .. Herbert Sawyer. 

In a few days afterwards the 80-gun ship Sans-Pareil, Captain 
William Browell, joined this squadron; and on the 1st of July 
Rear-admiral Charles Morice P?le, arrived from Cawsand bay, 
in the Royal George, accompaDled by the bomb-vessels Sulphur, 
Explosion, and Volcano, and their tenders, for the purpose of 
making an immediate attack upon the Spanish squadron. One 
admiral being deemed sufficient for this purpose, Rear-admiral 
Berkeley, with the Mars and Ramillies, parted company from 
the squadron; which now consisted, besides the five line-of
battle ships, Royal-George, Sans-Pareil, Venerable, Renown,' 
Ajax, and ~obust, and the three bomb.vessels, of the 38-gun 
frigates Boadicea, CaptaiIi Richard Goodwin Keats, and Uranie" 
Ca.ptain George Henry Towry, San-Fiorenzo 36, Captain Sir 
Harry N eale, U nicom 32, Captain Philip Wilkinson, and ) 8-gun 
brig-sloop Sylph, Captain John Chambers White. 

On the 2d of July, early in the morning. Rear-admiral Pole, 
with his squadron, bore up for the Pertuis·d' Antioche; and,' 
while the five line-of-battle ships, at about 11 A. M., came to an 
anchor in Basque roads, the frigates, sloop, bomb-vessels, and' 
soine cutters,proceeded on towards the isle of Aix, near to 
which were the Spanish ships, moored in a line ahead, extend
ing from the isle last nam~d towards the Boyart shoal, which 
runs nearly parallel to the Isle of Oleron. . For the better pro
tection of the Spanish ships, a floating mortar-battery had been 
stationed between this island and the Royart. At nearly the 
same time that the line-of-battle ships came to in Basque roads, 
the frigates,'sloop, and bomb-vessels were anchored by Captain 
Keats under the isle of Aix. At noon a fire was opened upon 
the British vessels at this anchora~e from the isles of Oleron 
and of Aix, the floating battery, ana the Spanish admiral's ship. 
The British bomb-vessels, having taken their stations, com
menced throwing their shells. So superior, however, was the 
range of the French mortars, that, while the shells from these, 
as well as several of the shots from the floating battery, were 
flying over the British frigates and bomb-vessels, the shells from 
tlie latter all fell short. At 2 P. M. Captain Keats sent the Sylph 
to the admiral with this information. In the mean time the 
wind. had fallen to nearly a calm; thus affording, at 3 P. M., an 
opportunity for several gun-boats, armed with long 36-pounders, 
(and one of which gun-boats every Spanish line-of-battle ship, 
by a paragraph in the Moniteur, appears at this time to have 
had on board), to advance and open a fire upon the bombarding 
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. squadron. At about 4 h. 30 m. P. K. the frigates and bomb
'Vessels weighed and stood out, followed and fired at by the gun
boats until 6 P. M.; which was at least an hour after any shot. 
could possibly reach. 

Thus ended an aWair, which, ~)D both sides, was perfectly 
harmless. A British squadron continued to cruise, for a. while,. 
oft'the Isle of Re, to prevent the esca.pe of the Spanish ships. 
The latter, nevertheless, found an opportunity,. in the middle of 
September, to escape to sea. The Spaniards, at first, made an 
attempt to join tlUllr countrymen at Brest; bnt~ finding the port 
too well watched, they afterwards stood away to the southward,. 
and succeeded in re-entering FermI. Although increased by 
five French sail of the line fitted out since the depa.rtue of M.. . 
:Bruix in April, including a fine new SO-gun ship, the Indivisible,. 
the powerful Franco- Spanish fleet at anchor in &est road, the 
whole of the pendants in which, according to: the. French ac
counts, exceeded 90, made DO attempt to put to sea during the: 
remainder of the present year. 

Our attention 18 now called back to the Mediterranean, but 
to a more easterly part of it than was visited by the French and 
Spanish fleets, of whose separate,. well as conjoint cruises we 
have given some account. We left the French GeDeral Cham
pionnet, after having seized upon Rome and dethrened the Pope~ 
on his full march towards Naples. On the lOth of January the: 
republicans took Capua~ and on the 24th, after a. smart but in
effectual resistance on the part of the mob or lazz.-ani, p0s
sessed themselves of Naples; from which city, however, the, 
killg and royal family, as has already been stated, had retired to 
Palermo, in Sicily •• 

The territories of the Grand Duke of TUSCIUlY,. intD which 
Pope Pius VL, as well as the King of Sardinia, had sought a: 
refuge, were the next to be invaded. A seasonable intimation of 
the republican General Gauthier's intentions enabled Charles 
Emmanuel and his family to quit Florence for Leghora ;: 
whence, finding themselves not safe even there, they embarke.d 
for Cagliari, in Sardinia. On the 29th of March General Gau
thier and his 3000 troops took quiet possession of Florence;. and 
on the following day the Grand Duke and his family, escorted 
by a detachment of French, retired to Venice, OIl theIr' way into, 
the dominions of Austria. Two days after General Gauthier 
had entered Florence. General Miollis~ at the head of 4000, 
republicans, made himself, with equal &cility~ master or 
:r.eghom. . 

Among the prisoners that fen into the hands of the French,. 
on taking possession of Tuscany, was the pope.. By order of 
the French directory, the latter was conducted t6 Panpa, then 
across the Alps, to Brian~on, and subsequently to Valence;.· 

• See p. 190. 
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""here, overcame· by his slli'erings both of mind and body, the 
old mllJ1 died.' . 

At the close of the preceding year we left the Russians. and 
Twks beseigiug .tl1e city and fortress of Corfu.. On the 3d of 
l\I~J and not before,. the garrison capitulated; and the repub
li£an troops obtained permission to return to France, on their 
parole not to serve again within the period of 18 months. We 
formerly mentioned that the Frencli 74-gun ship Genereux, 
Qapta.iri Lejoille, had quitted Corfu, and eroceeded to Ancona in . 
tke gulf of Veniee. The only vessels of war, therefore, except 
a few gun-boats, which the conquerors of Corfu found iu. tlie 
harbour, were the late British 50-gun ship Leander, and the 
Fnmch 28-gun frigate Brune. The first-named ship the Em
peror of Russia afterwards restored to Great Britain. 

A few days after the occupation of Corfu by tbe Turks and 
Russians, but before the event had become known at Anconal' 
the Genereux, accompanied by nine transports, baving on board 
about 1000 troo~ uDder General Clement, with a considerable 
quantity of provlsion and military stores, sailed for the relief of 
their countrymen. Previously, however, to his entering the 
channel of Corfu, Captain Lejoille wished to learn the fate of 
this fioest of the lowan islands. He accordingly steered, with 
his 74 and trans~s, towards Brindisi, a small port in the N ea
politan province of Otranto, and now occupied by a weak detach
ment of Cardinal Ruffo's troops. Owing to tlie carelessness of 
tile pilot, the Genereux grounded close under the guns of the 
castle of Brindisi; and upon which, from her position, she could 
only bring her aftermost guns to bear. Almost the first shot 
fired from the castle killed Captain Lejoille, an~ badly wounded 
General Clement. 

After the cannonade had lasted in this partial manner for 
abollt two hours~ and several of the French seamen and soldiers 
had been killed or wounded, the fortress surrendered. The 
tJaDspons immediately anchored in the harbour; as did the 
Genereux, as soon as she could be got afloat. The news of the 
surrender of Corfu arriving a day or two afterwards, the Gene
leUX, JIlOW under the command of Lieutenant Claude Touffet,. 
accompanied by the nine transports, sailed back to Ancona. 

Six or eight weeks after the surrender of Corfu, a Turco-Rus
sian squadron of six or seven sail of the line, uuder the Russian 
Rear-admiral Woinowich, set sail to make an attack upon An
CQIl8. About the middle of May the squadron arrived and 
8Ilehored oft' the town. The French troops within it amounted 
to ~ 2000 and 3000, and were commanded by Genera.! 
MOODier. The three ex-Venetian 64s, Beyrand, Laharpe, and 
SteDge, lay at the entrance. of the harbour with sprin~ on t~eir 
cables. Another ex-Venetlan 64, the Hoche, but Without any 
pas OD. board, was inside of the harbour; as were two or three 
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ex-Venetian corVettes. The 'Genereux had quitted Ancona a 
week or two before, and had since arrived safe at Toulon. 

On the 19th the Russian admiral commenced cannonading the 
town and adjoining fortresses; but, the guns of the ships being " 
too much elevated, all the shot flew over the town and did little 
or no' damage. Preferring a safe to an effective position, the 
Turks had stationed their ships outside of those of their allies. : 
and began their part in the engagement by shooting away the' 
colours and a great portion of the ri~ging of the Russian admi
ral's ship. In short the Turco-Russlan squadron could produce' 
little or no effect upon the place, although the inhabitants of , 
the coast were ready to co-operate with them. The siege was 
at length turned into a blockade: nor was it until towards the 
end of the year that Ancona surrendered; and then, not to the • 
Turco-Russian squadron, but to an Austrian army. The lon~ 
and obstinate defence of the besieged obtained for tllero, as It 
always should do, the most honourable terms; and General 
Monnier and his troops were highly complimented for their' 
bravery by the Austrian General Frrelich. ' 

The first object of Lord Nelson's care when at Palermo, was 
to urge the Sicilian government to place the island in the best 
possible state of defence. A body of troops was immediately' 
assembled; and preparations were made under the rear-admiral's 
auspices, to fit out gun-boats, and to mount the batteries with 
the sixty-five 24-pounders which had been brought from Naples •. 

On the 18th Captain Troubridge arrived at Palermo from off 
Alexandria, with the Culloden, Zealous, Swiftsure, Seahorse, 
and the Perseus and Bulldog bomb-vessels. On the 24th the 
Millotaur also arrived. Having received this reinforcement,' 
Lord Nelson, on the 31st, detached Captain Troubridge, with 
these four 74s, frigate, and bomb-vessels, and also with the 
Portuguese 74 San-Sebastian, to blockade the port of Naples. ' 

On the 2d of April Captain Troubridge, with the squadron, 
stood into the bay, and anchored off the Island of Procida, the 
~vernor of which had previously gone on board the Culloden. 
There being no French troops at Procida, the island, which lies 
about 13 miles from Naples, was taken quiet possession of: and' 
his Sicilian majesty's colours were cheerfully hoisted by the in
habitants. On the next day, the 3d, Ischia, Capria, and all the 
()ther of the Ponza islands followed the example of Procida. 

On the 12th of May, while Rear-admiral Lord Nelson was 
lying at Palermo, with the Vanguard 74, Captain Thomas M~ 
terD;lan Hardy, a Portuguese 74 (Principe-Real) and frigate, and' 
the armed en flute 64-gun ship Haerlem, Captain George Burl- . 
ton, the 14-gun brig Espoir, Captain James Sanders, arrived 
with intelligence that the French fleet had been seen off Oporto. 
On the 13th, at 9 P. M., an officer ofthe Peterel joined overland, . 
with the additional intelligence, that on the evening of the 5th, 
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35 sail of French men of war had passed the Straits. On hear
ing this, the lion roused himself; and the idol of that focus or 
corruption, the Neapolitan court. again shone forth as Nelson of 
the Nile. Instantly be despatched orders to Captain Troubridge 
at Naples bay, to come to Palermo with the whole of his line
of-battle force, and if possible, a frigate. He also forwarded 
instructions to Captain Ball, at Malta, who, with the Alexander 
and Goliath 74s, and occasionally a Portuguese 74, was block
ading the port of Valette; also to the Russian admiral wherever 
he could be found, and whose force, in alliance with that of the 
British in this quarter, consisted of four or five sail of the line 
and some frigates and smaller vessels. Much effective co-opera
tion, however, was not expected from these. 
. On the 17th, in the morning, his lor4ship repeated the orders 
as to the ships of the line in and off Naples bay, but added that 
the frigates must remain to take care of the recently surrendered 
islands. On the same afternoon the rear-admiral was joined by 
the 74-~n ships Culloden, Commodore Troubridge, Swiftsure, 
Captain Benjamin Hallowell, and the San-Sebastian, a Portu
guese 74. 

On the 20th, having been reinforced by the 74-gun ship 
Minotaur, Captain Thomas Louis,'and a third Portugu~se 74, 

,the Alphonso, Lord Nelson got under way, and cruised for 
several days near the islands of Levanzo and Maritimo. On 
the 30th the squadron, having been further reinforced by ~he 
74-gun ship Zealous. Captain Samuel Hood, and the Lion 64, 
Captain ManleyDixon, returned to Palermo, and anchored off . 
the Mole, in a line opposite to the Marino. On the 1st of June 
the Audacious 74, Captain David Gould, joined; and on the 
7th, Rear-admiral Duckworth, with the SO-gun ship Foudroyant, 
Captain William Brown, the 74-gun ships Leviathan, bearing 
the rear-admiral's flag, Captain Henry Digby, Northumberland, 
Captain George Martin, and Majestic, Captain George Hope. 
On the 8th Lord Nelson shiftedbis flag to the Foudroyant, and 
Captains Hardy and Brown exchan~ed ships. 

On the 13th, having now under hIS command the Foudroyant, 
Leviathan, Culloden, Minotaur, Northumberland, Zealous, Au
dacious, Swiftsure, Vanguard, Majestic, Alphonso, Principe
Real, San-Sebastian, and Lion, also the reduced 64-gun ship 
Haerlem; but not, we believe. a single frigate, Lord Nelson again 
pot to sea from Palermo, and was the next day joined by the 
Powerful and Bellerophon, forming a total or 16 sail of the line. 
With this fleet, Lord Nelson cruised off and on the coast of 
Sicily; but, as we have elsewhere shown, neither the French nor 
the Spanish fleets arrived there to seek a battle with one, who 
had alread:y convinced both nations, that, whatever might be 
his inferionty or foree, he was not to be attacked with im-
punity. . 

On the departure of Captain Troubridge·with his three 748 
VOL. 11. X 
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&em the bay of Naples, to join Lord Nelson at Palermo, the 
bloekade of the pert devolved upon Captain Edward James 
Foote, of'the 38-gun frigate Seahorse; who, on the 22d of May, 
anchored oil Procida with, besides his own ship,. the Perseua 
bomb-vessel, CBJ>f.II.in James Oswald, and Mut'ine and San-Leo. 
brigs, Captains William H08te and John Harward. In the 
mean time, important operations were carrying on upon shore. 
An immense A118tro-RIISsian Bl'Dly, UDder the famous. general 
Soworow, had since the middle of April entered Italy, and waa 
now bearing down all opposition • 

. On the 5th of June cardinal Ruft'o defeated the French Deaf 
NapleS. On the 14th the fortified rock of Rivigliano, and oa 
the 15th the important fortress of Castel..a.,.,M~ capitulated to 
the Seahorse arid squadron. The terms were, that the respec
tfv.e garrisons should march out with military honours, and such 
'Gf them as chose be allowed to avail themselves of the protec
tion of the British flag. On the 17th the Seahorse and Perseus 
quitted Castel-a-Mare, and proceeded to the bottom of Naples 
bay, inorder, with the aid.of the gun and mortar boats at the 
Piedi-Grotta, to attack Castel-del' Uovo, which, with C~ 
Nuove, constituted the principalllea-defenee of the capital. The 
latter is in the heart of the CIty, 'and has a communication with 
the palace.; but the former runs out into the bay, and is joiDed 
to the-land by a narrow pus and drawbridge. These two for:ta, 
and that of St.-Rlmo on the western. side of the city, were the 
only strong holds at this time possessed by the French in the 
immediate neighbowiaood of Naples. . 

On the 18th Captain Foote despatched Captain Oswald of 
the Perse1ls, with a letter to the commandant of Castel-del' 
U~o, offering him and his garrison an asylum under the 
British flag. To .. this a verbal and a very offensive negative 
was returned; su£h 88,' ".Nous vouloDS la republique une et 
indivisible: nous lDOUTrerons pour e11e. Voila votre repons~ 
moignez-vous, mtoyen; vite, vite. " We should have premised 
that, among the OlWtrs which Captain Foote had received for 
his guidance, was one, that he should co-operate with Cardinal 
F. Ruffo, the «hief of the royalist army on shore, and the vi~ 
general and confidential agent of his Sicilian majesty. C.aptain 
FC?Ote had all al~ done so, ~ now acquainted the ca~al 
WIth the reply whIch he had receIved to his letter, and hiS I~ 
tention of immediately attacking the fort. In this the cardil).aI 
appeared heartily to concur; but, on the 19th, after the naval 
attack had commenced, Captain Foote, to his surprise, received 
a. letter from the cardinal, requesting him to cease hostilities; 
and not to recommence them while the flag of truce was flyin~ 
as a negotiation had taken place. On the same'ni~ht CaptaIn 
Foote, sent an officer to the cardinal to acquaint him that the 
British were not accustomed to grant so long a suspension of 
arms; aud that, as ~e King of England was a. principal ally of 
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• &ing of the two Sia:li~ Ire, Captain Foofle, c:w.ed 81 rigltt 
ta be info1'll1eO ClIf all proceedings. The oardiaal Ma.t. back 
wold, . that the- Che.alier" Micliero1fx,. the' Russian minister,. 
aad. a detachment of whose troops was taen. serviug with the, 
l'4eapoIitan ooyalista, ,mndncted the treaty; and that he, the 
dten1iew; would furnisb the particulal'B; but Captain. Foote,.· 
kllOWing no ~r persoa thao the carma.a} as iotrusted with. 
tile· interests of his SiciliaB majestr., mused to aet with MicJte.. 
mOL. To. this th.e canlinal replied, lh.. he himself kaew 
nothing of wlIat was· gOOtg on, that he stoGd in great aeed of. 
tRe aiel of tlM ltusaiaas; and. repeated, that. it was they who 
Q)ndw:ted; the· treaty. . 
. On the 2Qtft Captain Feote reeeil{ea Rom the c.wdifml a.llan 

of a capitulation already signed by him and the chief 0 the; 
BUlsians, with a reqllot that be, Captain Foote,. would affix 
his signatu~ to it.. The latter did ~, to av.oid th~i~g. ~! 
least lDlpedlment 10 the· Vttay of. t1le intellesta of hIS Sici.ban· 
JP8jesty, bttt failecl DOt tQ seate. that he thought the tenas Eatller 
favourable to the repu.blicans. On the 22d the' QpitUilation' for 
the forts of Nllovo. and del' UOv.o W8.ll signed in f&nn, by Car
dinal Ruffo,. by tIte ltu.ian as well 8.ll Turkish com1ll8llde_~; 
aad by Captam Foote as commanding officer of tle British. 
ahiPEl in the bay of Naples; the Freach mmmandant at Fon. 
St. .. EIIllO) CQlonel Mejan, ha\ling pre~ously, as stipulated iD: 
fJie laet article, ap:rrfWed the terms. Among these it was agreed!,; 
t,1aat the' two gamsoIlS, coasisting of about 1500 indiYiduals, 
d:Uefty IV eapolitlm revolutioamts, shouW Dl1Il'dt. out with the 
hoooUrs of war; that. prilrate property should be r~ded; tlmt 
t1ae individuals s&ould have their choiee' of etDbarkmg 011' board 
CLriels fa. Toulon, or 'of J:emaiBing lit Naples;; tkat, until the 
owfleis· were ready tG sail, the ganisons shpold kee~ possession 
of their forts; and that four hostages. sbould be detained at Fort; 
St~ .. Blmo,. uaml the arcival of the indmduals at 1'oulon should 
be- ascertained.:'" 
. It of course req,uired, some da.ys to assemble the necessuy 
~tity of trm&pciId& to coaTeY the garrisons to their destin .. 
tion; aDd, iD the mean.tim.e, the lags of truce remaill.ed hoisted,. 
_ well at 1lhe two forts as on board the Eritish and Neapolibmi 
Pips of war at aneborin: the &.y. 0" the. 24th, while mattera 
were in this si:Me, Lord Ne1eCDDI! witll his fleet, comprising, as; 
~lteady. s&ated,. 16 sail of the line and a redw:ed 64-gnn ship, 
~pe8a!d. ·iD sight, bearing at the mast-head: Gf the Foudroyant. III 
1IlgI1al,. anaalliDl the flag. of trU'Ce then flying CD board captaill 
}'oote's squadJ!OD. . On the same aftemoon, at a comerence held 
Qa boarci the Bag-1lhip, at which were preseat Cardinal .Ruffij~ 
and Sir William and. Lady Hamilton, the cardmal· maintained 
inflexibly, that the treaty 'ought to be kept sacred. Lord Nel
ICHil, on the other lIaad,. was of opinion that the treaty" as one 

- • For a COfY or the treaty both in French,and, English, see Captain Footlis 
rmditatioft 01 hirCrlruiricf,"&t.. 2d edition, !? 19.5. . . ..' . . _ 
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·"entered into with rebels," ought not to be ce.rried into execu
tion without the aPllrobation of his Sicilian majesty.- Upon 
this, the cardinal retired from the conference in dlSg1!st. In the 
evening, when Captain Foote came on board the Foudroyant,. 
I.ord Nelson gave him full credit for his zeal, assiduity, and 
good intentions, but declared that he, Captain Foote, had been· 
Imposed upon by "that worthless fellow, Cardinal Ruffo, wh~ 
was endeavouring to form a party hostilt;l to the views of his. 
sove~ign." Captain Foote replied that, when he concluded 
the treaty, he had more reason to expect the French, than the 
:British fleet in the bay of Naples, and that he could not be sup
posed to know, or even imagine, that the cardinal was acting. 
contrary to his sovereign's interest, when he still retained so 
high and confidential a station. t· . 

On the 26th, two days after the arrival of Lord Nelson in the 
bay, the garrisons of Castel-Nuovo and Cutel-del' Uovo, in 
obedience to the ninth article of the treaty, set at liberty the. 
state prisoners and the English prisoners of war. The garrison, 
then, as stipulated in the third article, marched out with the 
honours of war, and grounded their arms.t After this, such of· 
them as chose, comprising nearly the whole Eresent, embarked· 
on board 14 transports, chiefly polacres and feluccas, in order,. 
as they understood, to be conveyed to Toulon, conformably ~ 
the fifth article, but, in reality, to be held as prisoners on board.. 
their vessels, until the King of. the two Sicilies, then at Palermo, 
should determine how he would dispose of them. Here, then~· 
was a gross infraction of the treaty, and by whom 1 By Lord, 
Nelson. Had he and his fieet, by any fortunate chance, been· 
prevented from entering the bay until the 27th or 28th, the· 
wretched garrisons, the unhappy victims of violated faith, would· 
have been on their way to Toulon, and British honour have been· 
prese"ed without a tarnish. . 

Prince FranceBco Caraccioli, a younger branch of one of the: 
most noble families in Naples, an officer once high in command,. 
and not only of dese"ed distinction in the Neapolitan navy, but 
who had commanded a ship, with credit to himself, in a British' 
line of battle, accompanied the king, when he and his court, in 
the preceding December, fled to Sicily. Shortly afterwards the 
Neapolitan revolutionary government, or Parthenop8l!ln republic,: 
as it was styled, issued an edict, ordering all absent Neapolitans' 
to return, on pain of confiscation of their property. Caraccioli,; 
having great estates in the country, obtained the king's permia-: 
sion to go to Naples to see after them. He departed from Pa
lermo, and, in a short time, was found at the head of the repub
lican naval forces, acting against the king and his allies • 

• Harrison's Life of Lord Nelson, vol. ii.,·p. 101. 1 Captain Foote's Vindication, p. 22. 
Letters of the prisoners to Lord Nelson. See attested copies, in French: 

an English, in the Appendix to Hele~ Maria Williama's S/tetde,o/tIIe State 
fJl M~ I.mf'-~. in tile JiTencA Republic, vol. ii., pp. 819-828; ~ 
Captain Foote I Villdic:atiOIl, p. 89. . 
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"Perhaps he thought," says an intelligent writer, Cl as many 
others have thought, that the king's abdication of his throne~ 
without making so strenuous an opposition as he might have 
done to the revolutionary system, aDd his quitting his capital 
several weeks before any enemy approached It, might· plead his 
excuse for joining those who were now resolved to erect a new 
government, since they were abandoned by their old."· 
. When the recovery of Naples was evidently near, ·Caraccioli 
applied to Cardinal Ruffo, and to the Duke of Calvinrano, for 
protection, hoping that 40 years of faithful services would. out
:weigh the few days during which, as he stated, he had been 
forced to obey the French. Not being successful in his applica
tion, and knowing the temper of the Sicilian court; he fled from 
one of the two forts which had last capitulated. Whether this 
~ccurred a day or two before or after the treaty had beeu con
cluded, is uncertain and perhaps immaterial. A price was set 
upon his head; and on the· 29th of June, at aoout 9 A. M., 
Caraccioli, in the disguise of a peasant, was brought alongside of 
the Foudroyant. We shall give what immediately followed in 
the words of Lord Nelson's biographers, MeSsieurs Clarke and 
M'Arthur: "Captain Hardy, wllo was on deck at the time, had 
his attention suddenly attracted to a clamour that t>revailed, and 
it was som~ time before he could gain informatIOn from the 
Italians who were on board, that the' traitor Caraccioli was . 
taken.' It was with the utmost difficulty that this humane 
officer could restrain the insults and violence of the Neapolitan 
royalists towards this unhappy victim of French perfidy; who, 
with nis hands bound behind him, and wretchedly attired, dis
played a_painful instance of the uncertainty of all human gran. 
deur. When last on board, this prince h8.d,been received with 

. all the respect and deference that were then due to his rank and 
character. Captain Hardy immediately ordered his noble pri
soner to be unoound, and to be treated with every attention that 
was in his power. Some refreshment was immediately offered, 
which he declined, and he was then given in charge as a pri
soner to the first lieutenant, Mr. W. S. Parkinson, and shown 
into his cabin. Two additional sentinels were then placed at 
the ou~ide of the wardroom."t 
. In acting thus, Captain Hardy had but obeyed the impulses 
of an upright mind and a manly heart. UnhaPt>ily, the mind 
of another person, equally well-disposed when ID health, was 
now possessed by a demon, who had the po\yer to expel every 
generous feeling, and substitute in their stead the worst of those 
vindictive. p~slons wh~ch degrade human nature. The se'.luel 
to CaracclOh's capture is too well known to need a full recltal. 
At 10 A. M. he was put upon his trial, before a court-martial 
:-omposed of Neapohtan naval officers, with Commodore Count 

• Williams's Voyage up the Mediterranean, p. 210. 
t Glarke and M' Arthur, TO!. ii., p. 184. 

Digitized by Google 



BRITISH AND FRENCH FLEETS. .17mL 

Thorn, Caraceioli's bitterest enemy at their 'head, and assembled 
OD board the British flag-ship, the Foudroyant, the very 5hip la 
which Captain Hardy could, "with the utmost difficulty restrain 
the insults and violence of the Neapolitan royalists" towards the 
prisoner. This was done, because" it. would have been very 
Ctangerous to have ordered a court-martial to assemble on board 
a Neapolitan ·ship, from the love which the Sicilian seamen bore 
to CaraceioIi; and moreover, because 4C the Foudroyant was con
sidered as the seat of government of the King of N aples,". 
-although the latter was then at Palermo. In two ho1lt'8 the 
court passed sentence of death on this poor old man (he was 11p-:
wards of?O years of age), and Lord Nelson immediately issued 
an order for llis execution on board the Neapolitan frigate
Minerva, Count Thurn's ship. " During the awful interval that 
eDt!l1ed, from the close of his trial, to the execution of his sen
tence, Caraccioli twice requested LiC11tenant Parlcinson to ~ 
8Ildintercede with Lord Nelson; at first, for a second trial, and 
aftftwards that he might be shot. 'I am an old man, sir,' said 
Caraceioli, 'I have no family to lament 'my death; I therefore
cll1lnot be supposed to be very anxious about prolonging my life~ 
but the disgrace of being' hanged is dreadful to me.' . Lord 
Nelson replIed, 'Caraccioli has been fairly tried by the ofticem 
t)fhis own country; I cannot interfere.' On being urged a 
second time by Lieutenant Parkinson, he exclaimed with much 
agitation, 'Go, sir, and ~ttend to your duty!' Caraceioli, then~ 
as a last hope, l1sked 'Lieutenant PaTkinson, whether he thought 
an application to Lady Hamilton would prove beneficial. Upon 
which that oflicer went to the quarterdeck, but; not being aMe 
to meet 'With her,t ne returned. At 5 P. M. Caraecioli was 1'e
mO\'ed from the Foudroyant, and hanged at the fore yard-arm or 
the Neapolitan frigate La Minerva. His bod')' was afterwards 
carried ont to a considerable dist1lnce, and sunk in the bay or 
Naples."t 
. On the day previous 'to Caraecioli's caption, trial «(or 80 'We

Jm1Bt for form sake call it), and execution, Captain Foote had 
sailed for Palermo, to bring their Sicilian majesties to the spot. 
On the 8th of' JU'ly the latter arrived, in their own frigate, the 
Sirena, accompanied by. the Seahorse as an escort. Imbecility 
of mind, wltere not the asSociate, is often the tool of depranty 
of heart. Ferdinand IV., although not naturally a cruel, "WaS 
undoubtedly a weak man. Lady Hamilton and his ministers 
aid with him as 1lhey pleased; and, in consequence, such scenes 
were now acted on board the prison-ships (the cartels that bad: 
been f) as would scarcely be believed, even if those cartel-coo-

l' :Clarkeand l\f'Arthur,~oLii .. p.l05. 
t The partial biograpJte1'8 of Lord N el&on .baNe softened this. She woW,d 

not be seen. But even they admit (vol. ii., p. 188), that Lady Hamilton Was. 
present at Caraccioli'. eucutiClll '/ \ 

,J: Clarke and M' Arthur, vol. ii., p. 186. 
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'feI'ted prison-ships had not been moored in the midst of a Beet 
of British men-ot:'war. "It is now," says a letter from one of the 
unhappyvictirns of (what we will not call British, but) Lord Nel
son's breach of faith, "24 days that we are lying in this road, 
UD}>rofided with every thing neceSCIRry to existence: we have 
nothing but bread to eat jwe drink nothing but putrid water, 
or wiDe mingled with sea-water, and have nCJthing but the ba.re 
planks to sleep on. Our houses have been entirely pillaged, 
consequently we can receive no assistance from them, and the 
greater part of our relations have been either imprisoned or ma&
sacred. Our deplorable situation has already been productive 
of diseases: and on board this po1acre there are. five persons sick 
of an infectious fever, which threatens the lives of the whole.". 
Among the many who feU a sacrifice to this order of thi~, 
were some of the most eminent characters in Naples. Even a 
",oman, that woman one of the capitulators, and no other than 
the celebrated Madame de Fonseca, was doomed to end h~ days 
by tile hangman's knot. . 

Comments are unnecessary. We shall only offer a remark or 
two On the character of the capitulation, from the rupture of 
which so much disgrace has emanated. One of Lord Nelson's 
apologists calls the treaty an armistice, or truce.;t another calls 
it the prqjet of a oapitulation::j: whereas, in truth, it was as com
plete a ca.pitulatiQn as bad ever beenexecmed. Another writer 
styles Lord Nelsoo "commander-in-chief," and on that fO\1ll.ds 
the lUlSemon that, as rep!eseotative of the King of England, he 
might &mlul treaties. But Lord Nelson was only third, Oft 
admitting Earl St.-Vincent to have resigned, second in com
mand; and even a king's power does not extend to the eDemies 
of bis coUntry, without whom as parties a treaty could not 
exist. Some stress has ·also been laid upciln the circumstance ·of' 
!.ora Nelson's arrival within 36 hours after Captain Foote had. 
sllbscribed the treaty in question. Had his lordship arrived at 
the end of OBe hour, the stpatnfe of all the parties had already 
stamped upon the capitulation its sacred character. But, in fact~ 
two Of the articles, the 5th and 9th, had begun to be acted 
upon; the transports were getting ready, and the prisoners ill. 
tlie forts either had already. been, or were about to be, set at 
liberty. Even aftet Lord Nelson had arrived, and by signal 

, annulled the truce, the articles in the treaty weee made use of to 
inveigle the garrisou ont of the forts; and that, too, &olely for 
their d~Qtion. If Captain Foote, in signing the treaty, ha4 
exceeded his orders, he should have been:tried and pUlllshed ; 
but, even· then; the faith of the nation, haviDg been once 
~lemnly pledged, ought not to have been cO!DPromised. Every 
tittle of ilie treaty should ~ve been executed. . . . 

'. Helen Maria WiDiamS's Sketch~, &c., p. 399~ 
. + Harrison's Life of Lord Nelson, vol. ii., p. 101. 

:j: Clarke and M' Arthar, '101 it, .p. 184. . 
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In answer to the question, why Captain Foote himself did not 
demand to be tried, that ill-used officer says thus: "I was in
clined to request, that a public inquiry should take place, upon 
what concerned my signing the' capitulations. But, before 
taking this step, I understood from a naval member of the ad
miralty, and many other respectable friends, that, by urging a 
public investigation, I should act injuriously to my country, and 
ID some measure attach myself to a party; for which there 
seemed to me to be good ground. in consequence of the speech, 
which the late Honourable Charles James Fox made on the 3d 
of February, 1800, on the address thanking his majesty for re-
fusing to negotiate." Respecting the policy of agreeing to a. 
eapitulation with the garrisons of U ovo and N uovo, Captain 
Foote remarks, "These facts and reasonings may show, that 
there was nothing so very weak, or senseless, in agreeing to 
such' measures as tended rather to reconcile men to each other, 
than to. urge them to a savag& fury, to which all were at this 
time so ferociously bent; and this IIl9.y be further corroborated 
by the situation of the castle of St.-Elmo, which so completely 
overlooked and commanded the whole city of Naples, that the 
fire of that castle could have reduced the greatest part of it to a 
heap of rubbish. The French, at the time of the capitulations 
in question, were in possession of this castle, with no probability 
of being forced to surrender, and the arrival of their Beet being 
expected, whilst I was in daily expectation of bein~ compelled to 
make a precipitate retreat.". Let us now qmt this painful 
subject, and hasten to narrate occurrences, more creditable to 
the character, and more congenial to the habits, of the officers 
and seamen of the British navy. ' 

Since the surrender of the' castles of Nuovo and Del' U ovq, the 
French troops had evacuated the city of Naples; but a detach
ment 6f them, amounting to about 800 officers and men, under 
Major-general Mejan, still garrisoned the fort of St.-Elmo. An 
immediate attack upon the latter was therefore resal ved upon; 
and on the 29th Captain Troubridge, having two days before 
landed at the head of a detachment of British and Portuguese 
marines, with a part of which he had. since garrisoned Nuovo 
arid DeP Uovo, opened his trenches. A summons was then sent 
to the commandant of fort St.-Elmo; but the latter expressed 
his determination to stand a siege. Captain Troubridge, on the 
other hand, was equally determmed to storm the fort, as soon as 
two practicable breaches could be made. Accordingly, on the 
3d of July, he opened a battery of .three 36.pounders and four 
mortars Within 700 yards of the walls, and, on the 5th, another 
battery of two 36-p'0unders. On the same day the Russians; 
under Captain Batllie, an Englishman, who had entered the 
R,ussian service at the conclusion of the first American war, and 

(I Vindication. pp. 8 and 83. 
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at this time commanded a ship of the line, opened against 'the 
angle opposite to that which the British were attacking, a 
battery of four 36-pounders and four mortars; to which four 
more mortars were subsequently added. 

On the 11th, the three-gun battery having been entirely 
destroyed, the guns dismounted, and the breastwork knocked 
down, by the fire of the besieged, Captain Troubridge directed 
Captain Hallowell, in the absence of Captain Ball, the second in 
command, to construct another battery of six 36-pounders withiu 
180 yards of the walls. Between this battery and the fort some 
trees intervened, which it was necessary to fell, before the fire of 
the former could be _ opened with effect. This was a service of 
such danger, that none of the labourers could be induced to per
form it. Captains Troubridge and Hallowell, with Colonel 
Tehudy, a Swiss officer, whose regiment formed part of the 
besiegmg forces, and M. Monfrere, an emigrant of great merit 
and abilities, advanced before the works, to cheer the men by 
their example. While here, a gun, loaded with grape, was 
1evelled at them with such precision, that the shot actually cut 
the boughs, and struck the ground beneath their feet, and yet 
pot one of them was hurt. A second battery of one 18-pounder 
Jl.nd two howitzers was also getting ready, at the same short 
distance. After a few hours' smart cannonade from the six-gun 
battery, an offict'r appeared on the walls of the fort with a flag 
of truce. At this time most of the guns in the fort were dis
;mounted, and the works nearly destroyed. A capitulation being 
then agreed to, the garrison marched out with the honours of 
war, and, in this instance, were honourably conveyed to Toulon, 
the stipulated French port. The loss sustained by the British, 
Russian, and Neapolitan forces, amounted to five officers and 32 
.rank and file killed, and five' officers and 79 rank and file 
wounded. Among the former were Lieutenant Milbanke, of 
the artillery, killed by a musket-shot while reconnoitring the 
castle, and two Neapolitan officers in one of the mortar-batteries, 
who feH by the same cannon-ball. 

The fort at Capua, a small town situated on the river Volturno, 
'and distant about 15 miles from Naples, became the next object 
,of attack. On the 20th Captain Troubridge, with the English 
.and Portuguese troops, the former consisting of about 1000 sea
.men and marines from the British fleet, marched from Naples; 
·and, having rested awhile at Caserta, encamped before Capua on 
the morning of the 22d. On the same day a bridge of pontoons 
.was thrown across the Volturno, to facilitate the communication 
between the different detachments of the army; and batteries of 
guns and mortars were imm~diately begun to be constructed 
.within 500 yards of the works of Capua. On the 25th a battery 
of four 24-pounders, another of two' howitzers, and a mortar..;, 
battery, commenced playing upon the fort, and were answered 

. .by a fire from 11 guns With equal spirit. On the next day, the. 
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26th, fresh trenches were opened, 8.Dd new batteries begUn,. 
within a few yards of the glacis. This induced the besieged to 
propose terms of capitulation. These were rejected, od othes 
sent back by Captain Troubridge; to which, at length, the 
French commandant agreed. 

On the morning of the 29th the French garrison, numbering 
2817 officers and men, under Brigaclier - general Giratdon,. 
marched out as prisoners with the honows of war, and were 
afterwards conveyed to Toulon. The subjects of the Sicilian 
monarch, according to an article of the treaty; were delivered up 
.to the allies. The fort was mounted with 1lO8 pieces of mda81leet 
exclusively of 10 that were unserviceable; and contained 12,000 
Dluskets, 414,000 filled musket-cartridges, and 67,848 Iba. vf 
powder. The allied forces do not appear to·hue sustained any 
loss. It certainly would have been· more ereditable to tile 
French general, if, with slleh a force at his disposal, he had 
insisted a little more strenuously, ·that tbe lives of the Nea
politan insurgents in the fort should net· be sacrifieed. 

The surrender of Capua was followed, on the 31st, by that or 
the neighbouring fort of GReta, althou~h the latter had not beea 
regularly besieged, but only blockaded. On this aecount,. 
dllefly, the French gamson, numbering 1498 oBicers and mea,. 
obtained leave to march out with their arms 1U1d .personal 
effects, and, on being sent to a French port, were not to be c0n
sidered as prisoners of WU'. Here, again, the poor NeapolitaD 
insurgents were handed over, . without an efi'olt on their behalf,. 
to those who, it was well known, would soon be their executi __ 
ers. The same general, GiraTdon, who had signed the captn
lation of Capua, negotiated and signed that of Gaeta; on the 
walls of which were mounted 72 pieces of cannon, including 58 
brass 24 and 18 pounders, and 13 hea,¥), mortars; the magazmes. 
contained an immense quantity of powder and other garrisoa 
stores. 

About tbe 11th of August Captain Troubridge, by Lord 
Nelson's directions, sent tbe Minotaur, and one or two smaller 
vessels, with a summons to the republican commandant at 
Civita-Vecchia. Some delay occurring in the tranSmisiion of 
the reply', the Culloden herself went off the port; and OD the 
29th and 30th of September Captain Trou.bridge, with 200 sea
men and marines from his two ships, landed at Civita-Vecchia,. 
and, aided by a detachment of Neapolitan TOyalist troops under 
General Bouchard, took possession of that town, Cometo, ImfI E· . The same treaty by which these places were surrendered,. 

ve up Rome; which was taken possession of by General 
ouchard, aided by a detachment Of seamen uDder Captaia 

Louis, of the Minotaur. The last-named officer rowed up .the 
Tiber in his barge, and hoisted the English colours on the 
capitol. Thus were Naples, Rome, 1Illd Tuscany (Leghom haa 
been evacoated since the 17th of July), freed from the dominioa· 

Digitized by Google 



BOONAP AltTE AT SUEZ. 

efthe French, by, in a very great degree, the persevering exer
tioMof dle officers and seamen of the British navy. We will 
Bow proceed to give accounts of other Mediterranean coast-' 
operatims, by the final success of which the British navy did 
reaDy (for many, with reason, have doubted it in the case of 
NapJes).a&rd relief to a suffering peop1e. 

The j1lDction, in· the latter end of Oetober, 1798, of a few 
lluuian and Turkish frigates, corvettes, and gun.;boats, with 
the three or four _ps with which the British cmised off the 
coast of Egypt, and the threatening posture whieh the com_ed aqoadron occasionally as&1!J1l1ed, induced Buonaparte to 
stnengthen Damietta, Rosetta, and particularly Alexandria; to; 
jJae <command of which latter city, on General Kieber's rejoiping. 
the ~ in 'Cairo, Buonaparte had appointed General Marmont. 
Ihning. made these dispositions, the general in chief busied 
lPmaelf ill forming Schemes that Dad for their object the junction 
ai tile Bed· _ Mediterranean seas, by means of a canal through 
tlIe .thmulof Su~ In onl& to have ocular demoastration of 
the practicamlity of nch a plan, Buonaparte reSolved to go him
self to Suez; first sending, however, a detachment of troops to 
takepossel!6ioo of the town and neighbourhood. . 

Otlthe 2d of November, General Bon departed fromCail'() 
"itA a suitable body of troops; ·and on the 8th, the advanced 
diriaioa, commanded by Eugene Beauhamois, one of Buona..: 
parte's aides-.de-camp, entered the seaport of Suez, a small town, 
situated at the northern extremity: of the western arm of the Red 
aea,.aoc:ldistant about 30 leagues from Cairo, and nearly the same 
r- the Mediterranean. The inhabitants of Suez all fled on 
the approach of the Fr,ench, and a few merchant vessels were all 
tht were found in the port. Buonaparte would soon have fol
lowed General Ban to this interesting spot, but was retarded in 
his movements, by the breaking out of the plague among his 
flIOo:P"B, ~ by tile knowledge which he had just acquired. of the
hostile mtentions of Tnrk.ey. . . 

Believing he couY remove these by diplomatizing, Buona
)MU'fIe, on or aboat the. 12th of December, despatched the consul 
of Mucata, Citizen Bea.champ, OD board a Turkish caravella in 
AiexaDdria, to the French ambassador at Constantinople, Tal-
1eyraad-Perigord, -as Buo~rte· supposec!, but who had not 
yet guiUed Paris on his miBSJOD. Early in the month of January, 
the Turkish vessel sailed from Alexandria, and was detained by 
• British .commanding o6lcer off the coast, Captain Trou.bridge;. 
who tDoko01lt M. Beauchamp, and, considering him to·be a spy, 
sent him to Constantinople as a prisoner. Captain Troubridge~ 
however, widl characteristic generosity, restored to M. Beau
champ a sum nearly equal to 6001. sterling, found concealed' 
emeug :his clothes, and which, atthc:nie:h ostensibly M .. Bea",.. 
champ's private property, had no doubt been supplioo to him by 
Buonaparte for. purposes of ,bribery and ,corruption. . 
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Having, chiefly by the excellent regulations of the physicians 
in his army, checked the ravages of the plague; and having sent 
one messenger to Constantinople, and another (the nature of 
whose mission we shall presently unfold) to Aehmet-Djezzar, 
paeha 'of Acre in Syria, Buonaparte, on the 25th of December, 
quitted Cairo, and in· two days afterwards arrived at Suez, 
attended, among others, by the members of the" institute of 
Egypt," Monge, Berthollet, Costaz, and Bourienne. Without 
losing a moment, Buonaparte proceeded to reconnoitre the town, 
the harbour, and the neighbouring coast. He afterwards crossed 
the arm of the Red sea, at the end of which Suez stands, by 
means of a ford only practicable at low water, in order t() reach 
a spot which the Arabs still call the "fountain of Moses," and 
where, according to the traditions of the country, lie the rocks 
from the striking of one of which the water was produced. Here 
were seen the vestiges of a small mGdern.aqueduct for conveying 
this water to some cisterns on the sea.-shore, about three miles 
off, and by which vessels were, or rather had been supplied. 
In their way back to Suez, Buonaparte and his escort nearly 
suffered the fate of Pharaoh and his army. The ford, which the 
caravan had crossed with so much ease in the mominO', being 
now covered with the tide, the travellers were obliged to ~escend 
to the bottom of the arm or gulf. Here, owing to some mistake 
about the depth of water, Buonaparte was obliged to be carried 
upon the shoulders of his guide, and both with difficulty escaped 
being drowned." 

On the 31st of December, Buonaparte again quitted Suez; 
and, while one part of his attendants took the rout to Adjaroud, 
he coasted the Red sea to the northward, and, at the distance 
of about two leagues and a half from Suez, discovered some 
traces of the ancient canal. These he followed during four 

- hours, and until, indeed, the traces disappt::ared in some lakes 
Jl8IDed Ammers. On his return to Suez, Buonaparte received. 
advices which called for his active exertions in another quarter; 
but, on arriving at his head-quarters at Cairo, he did not neglect 
to despatch to Suez his principal engineer, ,Le,Pere, with direc
tions, that he should take the geometrical level of the course 
of the supposed canal across the isthmus. Having made this 
digression, we now hasten to relate what it was, that, while 
Buonaparte appeared so intent upon pursuing his geological 
r.esearches, thus gave a new impulse to his ac~ive mind. 

About a month previous to his departure for Suez, Buonaparte 
had sent an officer of his staff to Achmet-Djezzar, for the pur· 
pose of engaging his vizier to preserve the relations of peace 
with him. - 'l'he messenger was not permitted an audience, nor 
even to diS'embark from the vessel in which he had arrived in 
the bay of Acre. The vessel, with Colonel Beauvoisins on board; 

• Victoires et Conquetes, tome ix., p. 246. 
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returned to Egypt, and Buonaparte's rage knew no bounds. 
He, however, mastered it so far as to send to Djezzar, by two 
Arabs, the following letter: "I do not wish to go to war with 
you, if you are not my enemy; but it is time that you explain 
yourself. If you continue to afford refuge to Ibrahim~Bey, and 
allow him to remain on the frontiel'S of Egypt, I shall consider 
tbat as an act of hostility, and march to Acre. If you are di~ 
posed to live in peace with me, you will remove Ibrahim-Bey . 
40 leagues from the frontiers of Egypt; and let there be a free 
commerce between Damietta and Syria. In that case, I promise 
to respect your sovereignty, and to allow a free commerce, by 
land or sea, between Egypt and Syria.". 

This letter, met no better fate than the message sent by 
CoIJ>nel Beauvoisins. Buonaparte liow commenced pre}>al'ations 
for fulfilling his promise to Djezzar. This he felt the more 
inclined to do, conceiving it would gain him favour with the 
grand si~ior, to whom the pacha of Acre, as was well known 
Jiad long been a rebellious subject. Djezzar had anticipated 
Buonaparte, by throwing a body of troops into the castle of EI
Arich, situated just within the frontiers of Egypt. The news 
of this quickened the movements of Buonaparte; and early in 
January, an army consisting, in effective strength, of 12,995 
men, with 27 field-pieces,. and 11 howitzers, t marched from the 
neighbourhood of Cairo to effect. the conquest of Syria. The 
generals under Buonaparte in this army were Regnier, Kleber, 
Bon, Lannes, and Murat. The remainder of the army, which 
probably amounted to about 17,000 men~ was scattered over the 
different provinces of Lower and Upper Egypt. On the 18th of 
February, the whole of the army destined to invade Syria, had 
assembled before EI-Arich; where we will leave it awhile, until 
we have given some account of the proCeedings of the British 
squadron cruising off the Egyptian coast. 

On the 2d of-February Captain Troubridge, in the Culloden 
74, with the Theseus of the same force, Captain Ral{>h Willett 
Miller, bomb-vessels Bull~og and Perseus, CaptalDs Adam 
Drummond and James Oswald, and Alliance frigate armed en 
flute, Captain David Wilmot, arrived off Alexandria, to relieve 
Captains Hood of the Zealous, and Hallowell of the Swiftsure 
74s, from their long and unproductive cruise on that station. 
On the following day, the 3d, at 3 P.K., the Bull-dog and Per
sens stood towards the town of Alexandria, throwing in their 
shells as they approached. At 6 P. 11. they discontinued the bom
bardment; but resumed it for three or four hours at a time, on 
the 4th, 5th,7th, 8tb, 13th, and 22d. On the last-named day 
there were two bombardments, one at 4 h. 30 m. A.lI., and the 
~ther at 8 P. K. The latter had not continued long, before t110 

.. See Appendix, No. 19. 
t Victo~ et CODquetes. tome It., p. 76. 
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l3-incb mortar on boa.r.d the Perse1l8 hunt, whereby dDe ... 
was killed ad three wounded, and the mainmaat spru .... 
This, besides sinking tw~ French transports in, the hubotu',. awl 
frightening the Turkish ships of war out of it (consisting of 
(lDe OE two frigates or corvettes), appears to have' been all the 
mischief which the seven bombardments had occasioned. 

On the 3d of March the British 74-gun ship Tigre, Commo. 
Goft Sir William Sidney Smith" in compaay WIth the Mariaane 
armed galliot, a French gun-vessel captared two days 1;»ei>rll',. 
arrived oft' Alexandria, to 8Q.persede Captaill Troubridge, in the 
command of the squadron on that ItaOoo. Sir Sidney had 
been invested with the rank of minister plenipotentiB.l'y to tM 
SIlb,lime Portey jointly with his brothw, Mr. John Spencer 
Smith, and bad since been at Constantinople and at the isJa«d 
of Rhodes, arranging a Rlan of active co-operation on the pad 
of the Turks ~ainst the French in Egypt. 
, Having obtalned the conClltrence of Captain Troubridge, sq 
Sidney immediately despatched to Achmed-Djezzar at St.-Jeaa,. 
.d'Acre Lieutenant John WestIey Wright of tIle Tigre, attended 
by an interpreter, in order to arrange with that personage the 
plan of future operations. In the mean time another bomb .... 
ment was made upon Alexandria, but with as little effect as art, 
of the preceding ones. On the 7th CaJ>tain Troubride;e, wiUl 
the Culloden and two bom~vessels, sailed to join Lord Nelson; 
leaving Sir Sidney with the Tigre, Theseus, Alliance,. and the 
two gun-vessels Torride and Marianne. On the same evening all 
express arrived from Djezzar with an account of the invuion of 
'Syria by Buonaparte, and.of his having, that very day~ carried 
Jaft'a by storm. , ' ' . 

On the 8th, in consequence of this intelligence,. the CCHDmo

dore despatched the Theseus to Acre, with Colonel Phelipeau, 
of the engineers, a French royalist officer of distinction and a 
tried frieru,l of Sir Sidney's. The Tigre, meanwhile, re~ned 
before AlexaIldria to obser.ve the enemy's maritime JIla.ementj 
when, remarking that most of the vessels in the old or western 
port had removed to the eastern or new, Sir Sidney eonjectllred 
that an expedition by sea was on foot. Receiving a cefil'ma
tion of this from a neutral vessel which had sailed from Alex
~dria OIJ, the night of the 9th, Sir Sidney, On the 10th, detached 
Mr. James Boxer, midshipman of the Tigre, in the pri~e.ganiot 
Marianne, with orders to examine minutely the e~t to the 
eastward, and to rejoin the commodore in the road of Caiffa. a 
port about eight miles south-west of St.-Jean-d'Acre, and 
towards which the Tigre immediately made sail. . 

On the 15th, havin~ been rejoined oft' Caift'a by the Mananne, 
~ Tigre anchored 10 the bay of ~cre, in compaJ;l.y witq. the 
Theseus, who had arrived two days before. On the 16th Sir 
Sidney landed and paid a visit to Djezzar; and, assisted by 
Colonel Phelipeaux, .Captain Miller, and ~ome other' officers, 
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commenced :putting the town of Acre, with its rotten and 
wined wall" In the best, pOllllible state for resisting the attack of 
ea European army. EnCouraged by the presence of a British 
mwal fOrce, partreularly sob,. the JJeal and adlivity of Sir Sidney 
aad his friends, the pacha and the garrison seemed determined 
to make a vigorous defence. On tile 17th Sir Sidney detached 
the Theseus to reconnoitre the coast to the S0uthward, while he 
bimselfy with the boats of the Tigre, proceeded to the anchorage 
of Caiffa near the promontory of Mount Carmel, in order to 
intercept the maritime- partion of the French ex;pedition, which 
the commodore was convinced would soon make its appearance. 
At 10 P.X .. he discovered the French advanced ~ard, mounted 
en. l188es, and dromedaries, marching by the se8stde. Sir Sidney 
immediately returned to the Tigre, and sent the launch, with If 
~-po1lDdet! earronade and 16 men under the orders of Lieu
tenaut John Bushby, to the month of the river Kerdanneh, to 
guard and defend the ford; a. service most ably and. effectually 
~rmed. 
. On the 18th, at daybreak, the launch opened a fire on the 
French trool's, so unexpected and vigorous, u to ob!!ge them 
to retire precipitately to tile skirts of Mount Carmel. The main 
body finding the road between the sea and the mount thus 
exposed, came in by the Nuareth road, but, not without being 
much harassed by the SamaritaD Arabs, who were more inimical 
to the Fmnch than even the Egyptians, and better armed. Afteu 
being dMen by the guns of the -Bri~8h ships, directed at the 
trenChes, from inaking an attack along the coast to the north
ward, the French unrested the town of Acre to the north-east, 
where. the defences were much stronger. 

The non-em~ent of cannon against the British boats 
convineed Sir' y, that the French expected, their artillery 
by sea; and on the very next day, the 18th,.at 5 A.. M., a French: 
fiGtilia, consisting of one eorvette and nine sailing gun-vessels,. 
Ilove in sight. of the Tigre. After a three hours.' chase, the fol .. 
lewing seven gun-vessels, including one, the Torride, which had. 
been taken from the British that moming, were captured: 

Fotldre .......... _ ........ .. 
Negrelle ................. . 
Daugereuse ............... . 
Vierge-de-Grices ....... . 
Deux-F'reres ........... . 

8 guDl, and 52 men. 
6.. 58 .. 
6.. 23 .. 
4.. 35" 
4.. 23·" 

Ifarie.Bme" ••••••••••••••• 4.. 22' .. 
Tomde ............ ' •.••••••• 2" 30" 

These vessels were laden with battering cannon, ammunition. 
and every kind of siege-equipage, which they had bl'Ought from 
Damietta, under the escort of a corvette commanded by Captain 
Standelet; the same officer who, at the battle of the Nile, so 
~acherously set fire to the Arte~e frigate after h~ving struck 
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her colours, and who had now the good to effect his 
escape. Although intended for the attack, the French guns 
were presently landed for the defence of Acre and the prizes 
themselves were manned, and sent to co-operate with the boats 
in harassing posts, impeding his approacbes, and 
cutting off his supplies of provisions by the coasters. . 

For five days and nights in succession, the gun-vest;els and 
boats were occupied in this laborious duty, to the annoyance of 
the French and the encouragement of the Turks, but, on one 
occasion in not without serious loss to the British. 
That occasion was an unsuccessful attempt on the 21st, to cut 
out of port of Calffa four djerms, or sailing lighters, which 
had got in there on the 18th from Alexandria, with supplies for 
the French army. The attack was made at 10 A. M. by the 
boats of the two 74s (the Theseus having rejoined the preceding 
day), covered by some of the gun~vessels, ill one of whicll was 
Colonel Phelipeaux. . 

In Sir Sidney's letter, the account of loss includes that in-
curred capturing the gun-boats the 18th, but we 
believe, was comparatively trifling. The total stands : 
four midshipmen (Arthur Lambert, John Goodman, Joh~ Gell, 
and Jobn Carra), and seamen killed, one midshipman 
(John Waters) and 26 seamen wounded; eight of whom, along 
with 12 had been taken prisoners. The officers, other 
than those just mentioned, that are named by Sir Sidneyas 
having distinguished themselves in this, as' it appears to us, 
scarcely adequate. service even had been successful, are Lieu
tenants John Bushby, Samuel Hood Inglefield, William Knight, 

Stokes, and Lieutenant of marines Charles F. Bur
ton. 

O~ing to a violent gale of and the unsheltered state of 
the anchorage, the Tigre and Theseus were compelled to weigh 
and stand off, until the weather moderated, whicn was not until 
the 6th A pril. the mean the had pushed 
their approaches to the counterscarp, and even into the ditch of 
the north..east angle of the town; and were employed mining 
the tower, so as to increase the breach which, by their field
pieces, thiy had already made it. Although the fire from the 
prize-guns, which had been admirably mounted under direc
tion of Colonel Phelipeaux and Captain Wilmot of the Alliance~ 
appeared to slacken that the yet much panO'er was to 
be apprehended fmm the mine. A sortie was therefore detel"· 
mined upon, which of seamen and marines 
from the three British ships were to force their way into the mine~ 
while the Turkish troops attacked the enemy's trenches on the 
right and left. . 

Just before daybreak on tqe 7th the sally took place. The 
impetuosity noise of the Turks rendered abortive the at
tempt to surprise the besieger., but, in other respects, the TurkS 



A I> ~rr H A J.. SIR S Y D)\ F: Y S~ll T 11 . 

....: · · 1 

Digitized by GooS le _ 



Digitized by Google 



1799. SIEGE OF ACRE. 289 

~rformed their part well. Lieutenant John)V estley W rig~t, 
of the Tigre, who commanded the seamen pIoneers, notwith
standing lie had received two balls in his right arm as he ad
vanced, entered the mine with the pike-men, and proceeded to 
the bottom of it; where he verified its direction, and, by pulling 
down the supporters, destroyed all that could be destroyed in its 
present state. Major John Douglas, of the marines, ably sup
ported the seamen in this desperate service, bringing off' tlie 
wounded, and among them Lieutenant Wright, who had scarcely 
,trength left to get out of the enemy's trench. 

The loss sustained by the British was, one major of marines 
(Thomas Oldfield) and two private marines killed, one lieutenant 
(John Westley Wright), one lieutenant of marines (George 
Beatty), two midshipmen (Richard Janverin and James Mor
rison Bigges Forbes), one sergeant and six privates of marines, 
and i2 seamen wounded. The return of the detachment to the 
garrison was well covered by the fire of the Theseus, who had 
taken an excellent position fOl' that purpose, The Turks, as 
proofs of their prowess, brought in 60 Frenchmen's heads, a 
great number of muskets, and some intrenching tools, of which 
last the besieged were greatly in want. 

When Buonaparte set out on his march to Syria, he sent 
orders to Alexandria for Rear-adilliral Perree to put to sea with 
the French frigates J unon, Alceste, and Courageuse, and brig
corvettes Salamine and Alerte, having on board a quantity ot"" 
battering cannon and other h~avy munitions of war for the. 
Syrian army. These were in addition to those directed to sail 

, from Damietta. The blockade of Alexandria by Captain Trou
bridge prevented M. Perree's departure; bot, about a month 
after Sir SidDey Smith, Captaio Troubridge's successor, had 
sailed for the bay of Acre, the French rear-admiral quitted 
Alexandria, and reached Jaff'a with his valuable cargo: in addi
tion to which, by Buonaparte's desire, he landed four of the 
J unon's IS-pounders.' 

In the mean while the garrison of Acre continued to make 
occasional sorties, under the protection of field-Jlieces in the 
boats of the ships, until the evening of the 1st of May, when 
the French, after many hours' heavy cannonade from 23 pieces 
of artillery, including nine battering 24 and 18 pounders brought. 
to Jaffa by Rear-admiral Perree's squadron., and which, on the 
27th of April. had arrived thence overland, made a fourth des
perate attempt to mount the breach, now much widened. The 
Tigre by this time had moored herself on the one, and the The
seus on the other side of ,the town, so as to flank the wal1s of it; 
and the gun-vessels, launches, and other rowing boats, had sta
tiOlled themselves in the best manner for flankiog the enemy's 
trenches. 

Opposed to so destructive a cross-fire, the French tr~ps, 
i~ spite of their bravery, were repulsed with a he~vy loss. Not 

YOL.II. . Y . 
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ctid the British eseape with impunity, having had' one eaptaia 
(Wilmot, liUed by a riBe-shot, as he was mounting a howitzer 
on the breach), one midshipman (Edward Morris), and four 
seamen killed, and one lieatenant (WilIiam Knight), one boat
swain's mate, six seamen, and one marine wounded. In additioa 
to their loss in the action, the British had to regret the death of 
eolonel Phelipeaux, an officer of great zeal and ability, in COlt

sequence of a fever brought on by want of rest and exposure to 
the sun. 

The Turks, to their credit, brought the gabions, faseines, and 
all such materials as the garrison could not supply, from the 
face of the enemy's works, setting fire to what tliey could n9t 
catTY away. The French" on the other hand, usually repaired 
in the night all the mischief that the combined forces had done 
to them 10 the day; and, in spite of the unremitting fire kept up -
by Lieutenant William Knight of the Tigre, from the ramparts,. 
remained within half pistol-shot of the walls. 

As well as we can gather from the published accounts, the 
gun-boats in the attack just detailed, were commanded by, 
-among others, Lieutenant Stokes, and midshipmen George 
Nicholas Hardinge, James Boxer, and Samuel Simms; and the 
small boats by Lieutenant Thomas Chal'les Brodie, and 
Mellsieurs Thomas Atkinson and Edmund Ives, the masters of 
the Theseus and Ti~. 

The French contmued to hatter in breach with progressive 
effect; and, up to the night of the 6th of May, had been repulsed, 
with great slaughter, in seven 01' eight attempts to storm. A 
similar succession of failures had attended their attacks on the 
two ravelins which the persevering Sir Sidney had caused to be 
erected, in order to Bank the nearest approaches of the besiegers, 
from which the ravelins were only ten yards distant. The best 
mode of d-efence was found to be frequent sorties, which impeded 
the French in their covering works, and were only suspended 
during the short intervals caused by the excessive fatigue of 
every indiyidual on both sides. At length, on the 7th of May, 
the 51st of the siege, the long-expected reinforcement from 
Rhodes, consisting of some Turkish corvettes, and between 20 
and 30 transJ>orts with troops, and which at first had been mis
taken in the French camp for a reinforcement to them, made ita 
appearance in the offin~. 

The approach of thls additional strength was the signal to 
Buonaparte for a most vigorous assault, in the hope to get pos
session of the town before the troops could disembark. Aecord;" 
mgly, the fire from the French suddenly increased tenfold; and! 
the Banking fire from the British· afloat was plied to the utm08~ 
but with less than the usual eifeet, the besiegers having thrown 
up epaulments and traverses of a sufficient thickness to promct 
diem from it. Tbe~uDs that could be worked to the greatest 
advantage were a Frenca. bnlSlJ 18-poW)chw ia the Lighthouse . 

Digitized by Google 



1:'199. SIB. SlDNBY SlIfIm AT ACU. 

___ tie, under the direction of Mr. Chcistopber Scroeder~ master's 
. mate. and the last mounted 24-pounder in the llorth raveliu, 

maDned from the Tigre, under the direction of Mr. Jones, mid
shipman. These guns, beiaat within gnpe-distance of the head. 
ilf the attacking column, added to the Tllrkish musketry, diet 
~eat execution. The Tigre's two 68-pounder carronades,.mounted 
m two djerms l!ing in the mole, a.nd worked under the able 
directWn of Mr. James Bray, carpenter of the Tigre, threw shells 
iDto. the centre of that colu.mn with evident effect, and checked 
.it considerably. . 

Still, however, the besiegers gained ground,. and made a lodg
ment in the second story of the IlOrth~ast tower, the upper part 
being entirely battered down, and the ru.ins in the ditch formiDg 
the ascent by which they mounted. Daylight on the 8th di&
covered to the besieged the French standard, hoisted on the 
~uter angle. of the tower. The fire f,rom the former had com
paratively slackened, and eVeD the flanking fire was become of 
less effect, the French having covered themselves in this lodg:
ment, and the approach to it by two traverses across the ditch. 
These the French. had constructed under the fire of the whole 
preeeding night: they were composed of sand-bags, and the 
,bodies of the dead. built in with them, and were so high that 
their bayonets only were visible. 

H~n.-Bey's troops were in the beats, altliough as yet oWJ 
half wJ&Y to. the shore. This was a most critical point of the 
contest; and an effort was Decessary to preserve the place for 
~ short time until the newly arrived troops could take their 
atatiOllS at the walls. Accordingly, Sir Sidney himllelf landed 
with the ships' boats at the mole, and led the crews, armed with 
pikes, to the breach. Many fugitives accompanied the British; 
aDd the Iattu found the breach defended by a few Turks, whose 
Ill0st destructive missiles were heavy stones, which, striking the 
assailants on the head, overthrew the foremost. down the slope, 
and impeded the progress of the rest. Fresh parties of French, 
.however, ascended to the assault,. the heap of ruins between the 
two parties serving as a breastwork for both: here the. muzzles 
of their muskets touched, and .. he spear-heads of their standards 
locked. 
. Djezzar-Pacha, according to the ancient Turkish custom~ bad 
been. si.t~ in his palace, rewarding such as brought him the 
head .. of his enemies, and distributing musket-cartridges with 
his·own bands. Hearing that Sir Sidney and his brave ship
.mateswere on the breach, the old man hastily q.uitted his sta.tion, 
and, coming behind the British, pulled them down with violence, 
sa.:fiug, that if any harm. happened to his English friends, all 
.would. be lost. This amicable contest as to who should. defend 
the breach, oecasioned a lush of Turks to the. spot; and thus , 
time was. gaineQ for the arrival of the first body oC Hassan· Bey's 
.Voo . - ps. 
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Sir Sidney's next difficulty was to overcome the pacha's 
repugnance to the admissio,:, a~y" troops but his Albanians 
into the gardens of the seragbo; whICh were now become a very 
important post, as occupying the terre-plein of the rampart. Of 
those Albanians, originally 1000, not above 200 were left alive. 
This was no time for debate, and Sir Sidney overruled the pacha's 
objections by introducin~ the Chiffiic regiment, of 1000 men, 
armed bayonets, dIsciplined after the method 
under Sultan Selim's own eye, and placed by the commands of 
the latter at the disposal of the British commodore. The gar;.. 
lisoD, animated by the appearance of such reinforcement, were 
now all on foot, and soon formed in sufficient numbers to defend 
the breach. This b~ing the .case, Sir Sidney proposed to the 
pacha, to let the ChlfBic regtment make sally, and the 
assailants in flank. The gates were accordingly opened, and the 
Turks rushed out; but, not being equal to such a movement, 

were driven back with loss. The Tigre's 68-pOunders, 
however, protected the town-gate, as hitherto, most efficaciously. 

The sortie produced this good effect; it obliged the besiegers 
expose themselves their parapets, dO that the flanking 

fire of the British brought down numbers of them, and drew 
~eir force from the b~each: th~ small number' remaining on the 
Jodgment were then ktlled or dlspers~d ~y some ha:nd~grenades 
thrown by Mr, R. H. Savage, a midshipman of the Theseus • 
.After this, the French began new breach, by an incessant fire 
directed to the southward of the lodgment; ~very shot knocking 
down whole sheets of a wall, much less sohd than that of the 
tower on which they had much time and am
Dlunition, 

The group of French generals and aides-de-camp; which 
the shells from the two 6!~ .. pounders had so frequently dis
persed, were now assembled on Richard Camr de Lion's mount. 
BuonaparJ;e was distinguishable in the centre of a semicircle. 
His gesticulations indicated I'enewal of the attack, and his 
despatching an aide-de-camp to the camp showed that he 
'Waited only for a reinforcement. Sir Sidney immediately 
'directed Hassan-Bey's ships to take their stations in the shoal 
water to the southward, and made the Tigre's signal to get 
under way, and join the Theseus to the northward. 

A little before sunset a column appeared advancing to 
breach, with a solemn step. The pacha's idea was, not to 

defend the breach this time, but rather to let a certain number 
of the besiegers enter, and then close them according to 
Turkish mode of ,var. The colnmn thus mounted the breach 
unmolested, and descended from the rampart into the pacha's 
garden. Here, in a few minutes, the bravest and most 

. of the Frenchmen lay headless corpses j the sabre, with 
'the addition of a dagger in the other hand, proving more than a 
match for the bayonet. The rest of the beSIegers retreatedpre-
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cipitately; and the French commanding officer, General Lannes, 
who was seen manfully encouraging his men to mount the' breach, 
was carried off, wounded by a muSket-shot. Oeneral Rambeaud 
was killed. 

Much confusion had arisen in tbe town ftom the actual entry 
of the French; it having been impossible, nay impolitic, to make 
full! known the mode of. defence intended to be adopted, lest 
the besiegers, by means of their numerous emissaries, should 
come to a knowledge of it. The English uniform, which had 
hitherto, wherever it ap{>eared, served as a rallying-point for the 
old garrison, became, ID the dusk, mistaken for French, the 
newly-arrived Turks not distinguishing, in the crowd, between. 
one hat and another. In consequence of this, many a severe 
sabre-blow was parried by the British officers; and Majoll 
Douglas, and Messieurs Ives and Jones, as they were forcmg. 
their way through a torrent of fugitives, nearly lost their lives. 
Calm was at length restored, chiefly by. the pacha's exertions; 
and, both parties being so fatigued as. to be unable to move, an 
end was put to the 25 hours' contest. In this very splendid. 
affair the British had one seaman killed, seven seamen wounded, 
and one midshipman (Thomas Lamb). and three seamen drowned. 

Conceiving now that the ideas of the Syrians, as to the alleged. 
irresistible prowess of their invaders, must be changed since 
they had witnessed the checks which the besieging army daily 
experienced in theil' operations before the town of Acre, Sir Sid
ney wrote a circular to the princes and chiefs of the Christians 
of Mount Lebanon, and also to the sheiks of the Druses, re
calling them to a sense of duty, and exhortin~ them to cut oft' 
the supplies from the French camp. The Syrians immediately 
sent two' ambassadors to Sir Sidney, and commenced active 
operations against Buonaparte's overland supplies. The latter's 
career further northward was thus effectually stopped by a war
like peollle inhabiting an impenetrable country. General Kle
ber's diVision, which had just been recalled from the fords of • 
the Jordan, was intended to be the next to take its tUfn in the 
daily efforts to mount the breach at Acre. To. frustrate this, if 
possible, another sortie was resolved on. 

Accordingly, in the night of the 19th, the Turkish Chifttie 
regiment, led by its lieutenant-colonel, Soliman Aga, rushed 
out of the gates, and gained the third llarallel 'of the besiegers; 
but. the impetuosity ·of the men carried them to the second 
trench, where they lost some of their standards·: _previously to 
their retreat, however, they spiked four of the French guns. 
Kl~ber's division instead of mounting the breach, as had beeu: 
General Buonaparte's intention, was thus obliged to spend its 
time and its strength in recovering these works; in which it did 
not succeed until after a three hours' conflict and a heavy loss. ' 

The lose of the British in the action is, in Sir Sidney's letter, 
mixed up with the heavy loss sustained on board the Tbeseus by. . 
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the bursting of some shells that had been placed on the deck for 
immediate use. The accident alluded to was a very serious one. 
On the 14th of May, at 9 h. 30 m. A. M., jll'Bt as the Theseu" 
having on the preceding day been detached off Cearea for the 
purpose, had discovered, and was beginning to chase, the squa
Ciron of M. Perree, twenty 36-pounderJ and fifty 18-pouooer 
.11&, which had been got up and prepared for serviee, iD _ 
instant, no on~ could tell how, caught fire and exploded. The 
ship was presently in fiames, in the main rigging and m.izen top,: 
in the cockpit, in the tiers, in several places about the milia 
deck, and in vlfrious -other parts. CaptaiD Miller had just 1'UII 
aft from the forecastle, to ascertain the cause of the unusual 
'bustle, when a splinter struck him in the breast, and he felt 
dead on the deck. The same was the melancholy fate of the 
ship's schoolmaster (Tbomas Segboume), two mid&hiptnea 
(lames Momson Bigges Forbes and Charles James Webb),. 
23 seamen, one boy, and three private marines, who W4!l'e

killed, and six seamen and three private marines, who were 
drowned, by jumping overboard; total 40 killed and drowned. 
The number wounded (the greater part of them shockingly 
burnt) amounted to 47, including two lieutenants (James SIRB
Dlers and - Beatly), the master (Thomas Atkinson), suJgeon 
(Robert Tainsb), chaplain (Frederick Moms),one mid.h~ 
(Charles Dobson), and the carpenter (mOlully); making a wtal 
ef 87 killed and wounded by the explosion. . . . 

The whole of the poop and afterpart of the quarterdeck were 
entirely blown to pieces, and all the booms destroyed. Hight ef" 
the maiDdeck beams were also broken; and, in their fall, they 
jamm!'d the tiller. All the. wardroom bulkheads and windows. 
were blown to pieces, and the ship was left a perfect wreck;. 
Bothing, indeed, but the greatest exertions on the part of Lift... 
tenants Thomas England and James Summers, Mr. Atkin8OQ;. 
tbe master, and the su"iving officers and crew, subdued the-tire
and saved the Theseus. 

The accident is thus accounted for. The carpenter of the ship 
and one of the midshipmen who perished, were endeavouring to
get the fusees out of the shells ; the one by an augur, the otbel" 
by a mallet and spike-nail. It may readily be conceived, that 
tlie latter mode was that by which the shells became ignited:: 
beyond this conjecture nothing is known respecting the origin of 
the lamentable accident. NOI' were its sad efi'ects on board tJae. 
only misfortune. The chase of the French frigates was obliged 
to be discontinued; and, as the Tigre could not move ·withOut 
risking the safety of Acre, and Sir Sidney had no effective frigateli. 
to detach, Commodore Perree eacaped. The same cause, the
want of frigates, enabled the French to receive at Jaffa from 
Alexandria some very important supplies, especiallyammmrition;
of which the British ships had scarcely enough left to coatinu& 
tlteeannonade. . 

--.--~- -c _. - 1-'---'--'
Digitized by oog e 



sm .SlDNEYSMil'l'B AT ACJU:. 

The loss occasioned by the fire of the enemy appears to h. 
amounted to only one seaman killed, and one sergeant and one 
private of marines wounded; all belonging to the Tigre. This 
makes the loss snstained by the three ships in the different 
attacks, as follows: Tigre, 17 killed, 48 wounded, four drowned, 
aDd 77 prisoners; Theseus, four killed, 15 wounded, and five 
prisoners; and Alliance, one killed and three wounded; total 
22 killed, 66 wounded, four drowned, and 82 prisoners. 

After their last failure, the French ~renadiers refuseQ to mount 
the breach any more over the putnd bodies of their unburied 

. companions, sacrificed in former attacks by their general's i .... 
patience and precipitation, which led him to commit such pal... 
pable errors as even seamen could tum to advantage. Two 
attempts to assassinate Sir Sidney in the town having failed, -. -
tag of truce was sent in by the hands of an Arab demse, with-. 
Jetter to the paeha'/roposing a cessation of arms, for the purpose
of burying the dea bodies; the stench of which had become in
tolerable, and threatened the existence of every person on both 
aides. Many, indeed, in the garrison had died delirious, within 
a few hoors after having been seized with the first symptoms of 
infection. It was therefore natural that the besieged should 
listen to the proposal, and be off their guard during the con
ference. While the answer was under consideration, a volley of 
abot and shells (the latter taken out of IJ0me captured Turkish 
wessels) announced an assault; which, however, the garrison 
was ready to receive, and the assailants only contributed to 
increase the number of dead bodies. Sir Sidney rescued the 
Arab from the indignation of the Turks, by conveying him.OIl 
board the Tigre; whence he was sent back to the French 
general, with a message, that must have made the army ashamed 
of having exposed itself to so well-merited a reproof. 

All hopes of success having vanished, the French army, in 
the night between the 20th and 21st, raised the siege, and made 
a precipitate retreat, leaving 23 pieces of battering cannon 
(except the carriages, which had been burnt) in the hands of the 
besieged. According to Berthier's account, the army reached 
Cantoura on the .afternoon of the 21st, the ruins of Caesarea 'OR 

the 22d, and Jaft'a on the 24th. Here it rested three days. It 
then moved forward, and reached Gaza on the 30th. On the 1st 
of June it entered the desert, and stopped on the 2d at EI-Arich, 
where Buonaparte left a garrison. The main body then continued. 
its march, arriving on the 4th at Cathich, and on the 14th at 
Cairo. Berthier omits to notice how the French had been 
harassed in their retreat by the Syrians : he, howeyer, sums up 
the loss of the French army, during the last four months, at 700 
men who had died by disease, 500 killed in the dift'erent actions, 
and about 1800 wounded. But, where the li"es of men were ID 
little valued, the probability is, that the returns were very de
ficient; and, therefore, that.theJou :which the French snstained, 
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in their expedition into Syria, was much greater than they were 
willing, or even able, to make known. . 

After affording to the TUl'ks such further assistance as was in 
his power, Sir Bidney, on the 12th of June, set sail from the bay 
of Acre; and proceeded, first to Beruta road on the same coast; 
and afterwards to Lamica road, Cyprus, in order to refit his 
little squadron. He then departed for Constantinople, to con
cert with the Porte measures for entirely extirpating the French 
from Egypt •. 

C>n the 3d of July Rear-admiral Ganteaume, who had been 
attending Buonaparte at his head-quarters at Cairo, arrived at
Alexandria, after a narrow escape from the Arabs in his way 
down the Nile. In obedience to the orders he had received. the 
rear-admiral immediately began preparing for sea the Muiron 

. and Carrere. By these, the two fastest sailing and best..con .. 
ditioned of the ex-V enetian frigates in the port, Buonaparte in
tended, when the opportunity offered, to attempt to get back to 
France; in compliance. it would appear, with the wish of the 
directory in the present critical state of France, as expressed in 
a letter from them, dated on the 26th of May, and received by 
:Buonaparte soon after his return to Cairo from the Syrian ex
pedition. On the 11th, the signal-post at Alexandria unex
pectedly announced the appearance of 76 vessels, of which 
number 12 were made out to be Turkish men of war. In the 
course of the day 15 other vessels hove in sight, and followed 
the first to the bay of Aboukir; where these two divisions, witlt 
a third not seen from Alexandria, came to an anchor; forming a 
total of 113 vessels, including thirteen 74s, nine frigates, and 17 
gU'll-boats: the remainder were transports with troops. Thii 
numerous fleet was under the com~nd of Hassan-Bey; and 
the troops, whose reputed number was 18,000, under that of 
Seid-Mustapha-Pacha. . 

General Marmont, the governor of Alexandria, as soon as he 
had despatched a messenger to the commander-in-chief, marched 
with 1200 men and five pieces of cannon towards Aboukir, to 
oppose the Turks on their landing. But, meeting an express 
'from Captain Godard, who with 300 men commanded at 
Aboukir, announcing that the Turks had already disembarked, 
and were now investlDg the fort, the general returned to Alexan .. 
dria, to await further reinforcements. For this, General Mar. 
mont was afterwards much blamed by Buona~rte. " Avec vos 
douze cents hommes," says the latter in hiS usual confident 
manner, "je serais aUe jusqu'a Constantinople."· 

The fort or castle of . Aboukir was situated at the extremity of 
a narrow neck of land upon a rock of difficult access, and was 
protected on the land side by a redoubt thrown up at the en

. trance of the peninsula. Into this redoubt Captain Godard 

• Victoires et Conquetes, tome xi., p. 25. 
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retired with 265 men, leaving shut.up in the fort the remaining 
35, in command of an artillery-officer named Vinache. On the 
15th, at daybreak, the Turks, assisted by their gun-boats, com
menced a furious attack upon the redoubt; which, at night, 
they carried by assault, after having killed Captain Godard and 
the greater part of his men: the remainder of the little garrison 
was put to the sword. The 'furks now bestowed their undivided 
attention upon the castle; which, after a two days' siege, sur.,. 
rendered by capitulation. Notwithstanding this, the Turks, it 
appears, would have massacred their 35 prisoners, but for the 
interference of Captain Sir Sidney Smith, who, with the 'rigre 
and Theseus, had Just returned to the coast. 

Having removed the only obstacle to the disembarkation of 
their troops and artillery, the Turks landed the whole; but, 
instead of marching on Alexandria, where General Marmollt was 
staying with only i800 troops of the .line (including a reinfor~ 
ment of 600 just received), and 200 sailors of the nautic legion, 
the mussulmans began intrenching themselves on the peninsula. 
On the night of the 23d Buonaparte arrived at Alexandria, and 
011 the 25th, having assembled his army, resolved to attack the 
Turks in their intrenchments: he did so, and, after a dreadful 
carnaae, possessed himself of all the redoubts, as well as of 
Aboukir village. In the latter was made prisoner the Turkish 
commander-ill-chief, Seid-Mustapha-Pacha. . 

The achievement of this victory cost the French 200 officers 
and men killed, and' 750 wounded: among the latter were 
Generals Murat (slightly) and Fugiel'es; and among the former, 
Generals Cretin, Leturcq, and Duvivier. The Turkish prisoners; 
including the wounded, amounted to 2000. If, therefore, aa 
alleged in the French accounts, the Turks had 12,000 men out
side the Castle of Aboukir, 10,000 men must have been killed 
and drowned. "La deroute," says a French writer, "est com
·plete; l'ennemi dans le plus grand desordre, est frappe de ter
reur, trouve par-tout les baionnettes et la mort. Dix milIa 
hommes se precipitant dans la mer; ils y sont fusiles et mitrailles. 
Cette glorieuse (!) journee, &'c."· . 

On the same day, the 25th, on wbich this battle was won; 
General Lannes, at the head of a division of troops, summoned 
the 5000 Turks shut up in the castle of Aboukir to surrender. 
The latter refused; and on the morning of the 27th the French 
opened their batteries upon the fort. Tbe Turks had retired 
tliither with such precipitation, that they were without either 
ammunition or provisions, but not, it appears, without their 
women and horses.t Famine at length effected what the batter
ing cannon of the besiegers could not, and on the 2d of August 
the "band of horrid spectres" rushed out of the castle and sur
rendered. Their sufferings had been so great, that ve~ few, 

• aictionnaire Historique, tome i., p. 10. 
t Victoires et Conquetea; tome si., p. 34. ' ' 
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-.twithstanding the care that appears to have been taken or 
diem, survived. 

On the 5th of August Buonaparte quitted Alexandria for
Cairo, to make final rreparations for leaving the army. On the-
18th, after a stay of 1 days, Buonaparteqoitted the capital or 
Egy~, with Generals Bertbier, Lannes, Murat, Marmont, and 
ADdreossi, also the literary men (lee savans) Monre, Berthollet,.. 
and Vivant-Denon, and on the 21st arrived at Ale&andria. 

With bis usual utter disregard of truth where an object was to
_ attained, Buonaparte addressed to the divan of E~pt the 
fOlJowiQg letter: "Being informed that my squadron ·IS ready,. 
and tbat a formidable army is embarHd; being convinced, aa I 
have often said, that, until I can strike a blow which sh&U crush 
at once all my enemies, I shall not enjoy in tranquillity and peace
the possession of Egypt, the finest country in the world, I have
resolved to put myself at the head of my sbips, leaving the c0m
mand, in my absence, with General Kleber, a man of die
tinguished merit, and whom· I have directed to treat the alemu 
and soheicks with the same friendship which theY' have ex~ 
rienced from me. Do all in your power to induce the people of 
Egypt to repose en him the same confidence that they havehac1 
in me; and, upon my return, which will be in two or three 
months, I shall be pleased with the people of Egypt, aDd have
nothing but praises and recompenses to bestow upon the 
Rheiclis."· . 

On the same day, Buonaparte writes confidentially to General 
XJeber: ·he expedts to be in France in the beginning of October,. 
and hopes that will be in time to save Italy; adding, with good 
JeIlSon, "L'arrivee de notre escadre a Toulon, venant de Brast,. 
et de l'escadre espagnole a Carthagene, ne laiase aucune esp8ce 
de doute snr la possibilite de fairepauer en Egypte les fusilsp 
_bras, et fers coules dont mus aurez besoin, et dont j'ai l'etat le 
plus exact, avec une quantite de recrues suffisante pour reparer
Ja perte des deux campagnes." K16ber is then told· that,. 
should no news or reinforcement reach him by the month of 
May, and his army lose, by sickness and skirmishes witla 
the natives, more than 1500 men, he is to endeavour to. 
conclude a treaty of peace with the Porte, of which treaty 
the principal artlcle is to relate ·to the evacuation. If poll
Bible, hdWever, the execution of the order to evacuate is to be 
deferred until a general peace takes place. Should the Po .... 
be inclined to listen to the terms which he, Buonaparte, hu 
already oiFered, General Kleber is to continue the negotiation. 
~ojnng the Porte to withdraw from the coalition, to grant the 
French a free commerce in the Black Sea, tq set at liberty all 
French prisonera, and to allow a six months' suspension of hoe
tilities, 10 order that,. in the interval, the ratifications may be 
exchanged. Then. follows this paragraph: "Sup,posant que lea 

• For Cbe origiDll, 'see Appeadis •. No. !lOo 
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circonstances 1IOient telles, que vous croyiei: devoit' conclore 1e 
traite avec la Porte, vous feriez sentir que vous ne ,poovez pas le 
mettre.8. l'execution qu'ilne soit ratifie, selon rusage de toutes 
les nations. L'inte"alle entre la signature d'un traite et la mti
fireation dejt toujOU1'8 ~tre une suspension d'h08tilites." The 
fortificati0D6 of El-A rich and Alexandria are to be strengthened; 
Md General Kleber is assured that there will arri ve, in the 
coorse of the winter, at Alexandria, Burlos, or Damietta, some 
Prench ships of war; by which the General is to send to France 
a body of 600 mamelukes, in order that the latter may see "la 
grandeur de la nation," and on their return to Egypt, in a year 
Ill" two afterwards, give a favourable account of the French man
Den and language. In casemamelukes cannot be obtained~ 
Arab hostages, or even EI-Beled scheicks, will suffice. • 

OD or about the 9th of August Commodore Sir Sidney Smith, 
with the Tigre, Theseus, and the two or three Turkish men of 
war tbat remained on the Egyptian coast, made sail from befOJJe 
dte western harboUl' of Marabou, and on the 16th anchored iD 
Bura road, island of Cyprus. No time was now to be lost. 
~e had appointed to meet General KIeber on the 24th,. 
at the town of Rosetta; but, dreading the reappearance of Sit
Sidney Smith's two ships, he embarke«:l, at 10 P. M. on the 22d,. 
Ob board the Muiron, bearing the flag of Rear-admiral Gan
teaome. The French accounts say, that at this moment a 
British frigate was signalled ofl'the port; which we doubt; 
it might, however, have been a Turkish corvette. . 

On the 23d the two frigates made sail out of the harbour. 
On board the )luiron, besides General Buonaparte, were Gene
_~ Berthier and Audreossi; M~ieurs Monge, Berthollet, and 
Vlvant-.Denon; Buon.parte's 8lde-de-camp M. Lavalette, and 
_ secretary M. Boumenne. On board the Carrere, commanded 
by Commodore Dumanoir.le-Pelley, were Generals Lann~ 
Murat, and Marmont, and the distinguished literary character,. 
JI. Parceval-Grandmaison. Three small vessels, the Revanche,. 
Iodependant, and Foudre accompanied the two frigates. The 
Foudre, however, not sailing so well as had been expected, was 
Gdered back to Alexandria. 

Thus importutly freighted, the two French frigates, in com
p.D.J y with their two remaining tenders, the better to avoid the 
British cruisers, ke~ close along the African shore. A constant 
wind from the north-west occasioned the little squadron to be 
~ day. traftrSimg 100 leagues. At length the wind changed 
in tb~ fa.ur; and passing Cape Bona unseen, the Muiron Bnd 
Carrere,made the island of Corsica. On the 1st of October the 
!iigates east anchor in the port of Ajaccio. Here Buonapart& 
.he8rd of tile captat'e of Manta, the battle of Non, the invasioa 
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of Holland by an Anglo-Russian, and the entire' conquest of 
Italy by an Austro-Russian army. 

Contrary winds detained the frigates in port. Buonaparte 
took advantage of the delay in getting ready a felucca with a. 
set of excellent rowers; and which, on the evening of the 7th. 
when the frigates were enabled to proceed on their voyage, was 
taken in tow by the Muiron. Buonaparte had done this, in order 
that, should an engagement suddenly ensue between the frigatea 
and any enemy's ships. he might be enabled to reach the French 
coast. On the 8th, at sunset, the coast of France was signalled; 
but the joy this was calculated to inspire received a check in. 
the signal which immediately followed, announcing that eight or 
ten large ships were in sight in the offing. Amidst the general 
constel'nation produced oy this incident, BuoDllparte alone, it 
ap{»Cars, preserved his presence of mind. The danger appeared 
so Imminent, that Rear-admiral Ganteaume was for tackmg and 
returning to Corsica. "N on, non," replied Buonaparte, " cette 
manreuvre nous conduirait en Angleterre, et je veux arriver en. 
France.". The two frigates immediately cleared for action and 
laid their heads to the north-north-west. The strangers what
ever they were, disappeared; and at midnight land was seen. 
close ahead. The fngates now lay to; and, at daylight on the 
9th, Cape Taillat was in sight. On the same day Buonaparte 
and his suite disembarked at Frejus. Leaving Buonaparte to 
make the most of his good fortune in having accomplished so 
perilous a voyage, we shall hasten back to the spot where ,he 
had left his army. 

We formerly mentioned the visit of Buonaparte to Suez. On 
his return to Cairo, he left a small detachment of troops in p0s
session of the town and environs of Suez; and Kosseir, and a. 
few other places along the coast of Upper Egypt, were similarly 
garrisoned. Much about the time that Buonaparte arrived at 
Suez, the British ~n ship Centurion, Captain John Sprat 
Rainier, and 18-gun bng-sloop Albatross, Captain Charles Adam, 
anchored in the road of Mocha, a seaport of Arabia, near the 
Straits of Babelmandel. 

Early in the month of April Captain Rainier, with the Centu
rion and Albatross, made sail from Mocha, and on the 27th 
arrived in sight of the town of Suez. Here the boats of the 
British 50 and brig-sloop, covered by the latter, chased two 
French fiun-boats into the harbour, but were unable to get at 
them owmg to the shallowness and intricacy of the navigation; 
On the next day, the 29th, after the Albatross had sounded and 
discovered a safe anchorage, the two vessels brought up. We 
believe these were the first ships of war which had ever before 
been seen from the town of Su~, and their appearance created 
so much alarm to the Frenth, that they began throwing up 

.. Viotoiies et Conquetes, tome xi.; p. 224i 
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J)reastworks on a hill that commanded the town and harbour. 
As, however, the troops, the principal part of whom were Mal
tese, J>ressed into the service, were constantly swimming ofi' to the 
British shiJ>s, the probability is that a very small British military 
force would have relieved the inhabitants of Suez from their 
oppressors. After staying in the nei~hbourhood of Suez until 
the Jatter end of June, Captain Rainler sailed back to Mocha; 
at which anchorage he found Rear-admiral John Blankett, in the 
50-gun ship Leopard, Captain Thomas Surridge, with two or 
three frigates and smaller vessels • 
. On the 14th of August, at daybreak, the 12-pounder 32-gun 
frigates Dmdalus, Captain Henry Lidgbird Ball, and Fox, Cap
tain Henry Stuart, part of the squadron above mentioned, while 
standing into Kosselr bay, hoarCled one of seven or eight dows 
or trading vessels, fl'om the town of Kosselr bound to Yambo. 
From this vessel information was obtained, that 100 Frenchmen 
were stationed at Kosselr. Captain Ball being determined to 
attack the place, the two frigates at 9 A, H., made all sail, and at 
10 A. x. discovered the town, with republican colours flying at 
the small 5-gun fort that defends the road. At 2 h. 30 m. P.H. 
the two frigates anchored about a quarter of a mile from the 
fort, and began a cannonade. At 3 h. 30 m. P. M., the Dmdalus 
ceased firing and hoisted a flag of truce; but, no notice being 

, taken of it, the two frigates resumed their fire. At 5 P. H. Captain 
Ban sent in the boats, which cut out a dow from under the fort. 

Throughout the night the two frigates each fh'ed a gun occa
lIionalJy; and on the 15th, at 5 A. H" recommenced a heavy fire, 
and continued it until noon, still without any return. At this 
time lIeveral breaches were observed in the walls of the fort, and 
the lower town was nearly in ruins. At 4 P. M. the boats of the 
Dmdalus, in the face of a heavy fire of musketry opened from the 
ruins of the town, cut out two dows. At 5h. 30m. P. M. the 
boats of both frigates, the launches of each with an 18-pounder 
earronade in them, led by Captain Stuart, h1nded to the south
ward of the town, for the purpose of destroying the wells from 
which the French troops obtained their water.' The latter, how
ever, had collected in such numbers, that the boats were obliged 
to return without effecting their object. The fri~tea continued 
the cannonade till night. On the 16th, at dayltght, the boats 
8Jain proceeded from the ships, with about 70 seamen and ma
nnes, commanded as before by Calltain Stuart, and strengthened 
.by two ofthe Fox's 6-pounders. Just as the party had landed, 
an unexpected flanking fire was opened upon them from a gun 
stationed in one of the breaches of the fort; which, coupled with 
a heavy fire of musketry, obliged the British to return to their 
ships, with the loss of one man killed in the Fox's launch, and 
one of the fi:pounders left in the surf. In the forenoon the Dee
dalus and Fox got under way, and were soon out of sight of 
Kosseir, its battered fort, and ruined towo. 
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The French, as may be supposed, made the most of thia aft8ir.. 
They declared that Adjutau,t..general Donzelot, with two campa
Dies of the 21st regiment, had, without any 1088 on his part, 
defeated 400 British troops, although supported by t.wo frigates. 
That the British retired with such precipitation, 88 to lea.te,. 
6-pounder and more than 60 of their killed and wounded tIpQD 
the beach.· False as this account undoubtedly .is, m eYell tJae 
one man killed was carried on board the Fox, and buried wita 
christian rites, there appears some truth in the statement tb.d 
6000 round shot, fired- from tbe two frigates, were picked up in 
the fort and town. This amounts to about three-fourths of the 
quantity of shot to which two frigates of the class of the De
dalus and Fox are entitled; nor, at such a distance from home, 
was it very easy to supply the deficiency. Hence, it &eeIU 
doubtful which Side lost the most by an enterprise, the utility or 
which, taking all the circumstances into cOlllideration, is DOt 
very apparent. 

General Kleber was by no means pleased with the swWeo, 
and to him quite unexpected, departure of the command .. 

- in-chief from the shores of Egypt. From tbe following abstrut 
of the state of the French resources in Egypt on the 26th ef 
Sep~mber; Buonaparte may have considered that, if he did not 
abandon the army, the army would, in all probability, abaadoD 
bim. The effective strength of that army was about 20,000 
men, or not much more than half what it amounted to 14 
months before, when it disembarked at Ma.n.bou. These 2,aooo 
.men occupied all the principal· posts of the triangle formed by 
the Catal'acts or the Nile on the south, the fortrel8 of El-Aricft 
on the east, and the city of Alexandria on the west.· The troops 
were in want not only of pay and clothing, but of· arms aad 
ammunition. Buonaparte had not left a sous in the chest, and. 
the arrears of pay due to the army amounted to four millions of 
francs. All th~ siege a~lery, except some sea-service go-, 
had heen lost 10 the Synan campaIgn; and the latter were 
used in armill!L the two frigates in which Buonaparte bad takea 
his passage., The number of sick was greater than when the 
army was of nearly double the strength. Egypt had the ap
pearance of being quiet; but ~e natives naturally looked up. 
the French as enemies, who had invaded their soil, and whem, 
at the first opportunity that presented itself, they would be jus
tified in destroying. The mamelukes had been dis~ but 
pot destroyed. Mourad-Bey was harassing the French iD. 
Upper Egypt; and Ibrahim-Bey was at Gaza with about 2000 
mamelukes. On the plains of Acre was the graod vizier1a 
army, numbering, with that under Djeuar-Pacha, nearly 30.008 
men. To add to a.11 this a Turkish naval force of corWderabla 
amount was again assembling on the coast. 

• Victou. et C~ feme xii ... ,. .. 
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Ill> the lat1:e1o end of Octobet' Sir Sidney Smith awived. fl'Olll 
the island of Rhocies. with a fleet. of Turkish men-of-war and • 
.considerable reinforcement of troops, from Constantinople. OIl 
the 29th the 1'urks disembarked, near the Bogaz Elr Damietta 
lIlOuth of the Nile, under cover of the fire of their gun..boa.ts. 
"To. this spot Sir Sidney praeeeded in the hope, by an. attack:: 
there, to draw the attention of the French, from the side of the 
Gesert, towal'ds which the grand Turkish army was then ad
wacing •• Accordingly the coast was sCl)Ullded., and the pass to 
Damietta marked with buoys and Turkish gun-boats. The a*
tack began h,- the boats of the Tigre taking possession of • 
ruined castle, situated on the eastern side of the Bogaz: whidl 
astle the inundation of the Nile had iDS1l1ated from the mam 
laDd, leaving a fordable passage. . 

The Turk.lsh flag, displayed on the tower of this castle, was 
at once the signal for the Turkish gun-boats to adyance, and 
for the French to open their fire, in order to dislodge the little 
:prrison within it. This the French did from a redoubt on the 
main land, at point-blank-shot distsn~e, mounted with two 
Prench 36--pounders and an 8-poUllder field-piece. The fire was 
leturned from the launch's carrooade, an 18 or 24-;pounder, 
mounted in a breach in the castle, and from field-pieces in the 
amaU boats; which soon obliged the French to discontinue 
working at all illtrenchment they were making to oppose the 
landing. . 

Lieutenant Stokes, in. the mean while, had been detached; 
with the boats, to check a body of cavalry advancing along a 
Ileck of land: in which he succeeded, but with a IOS8 of one 
man killed and one wounded. This interchange of firing con .. 
tinued, with little intermis8ion~ during the 29th, 30th, and 3'1&t; 
when, at length, owing chiefly to the shells from the carronade 
at the castle, the magazine at the redoubt blew up. ami one of 
the 36--PQunders was silenced. Orders were now given to disem
bark, but it was not until the morning of the Ist of November, 
that the landing could be effected. . -

The delay had given time to the French to collect a force more 
than double that of the 6.rst division landed, and to be ready to 
attack it before the return of the boats with the remainder •. Tile 
French advanced to the charge with bayonets. The Turks, wheD. 
the former were- within ten yards of them, ].Io.hedon, sabre itl 
band, and., in an instant, routed the first line of the French in.
fimtry. Their impetuosity, however, earned them too far, ancl 
the fate of the day was suddenly changed. The flanking tint 
from the castle and boats, which had hitherto been pl.ie4 witli 
effect, was now necessarily suspended by the impossibility er 
pointing clear of the Turks in the- confusion. The latter then. 
turned a random fire on the bC!l8U, to make the latter take them. 
off; and the. sea was presently eevered with tu.baDs. The 
l1uka seDt up pitaou& me8DS fW uaiatance, which. wi6D cUmcuItJ 
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and' risk was afforded to them; all being brought off, except 
2000 killed, and about 800, whom the, French took prisoners, 
by wading into the water after them. 

The French declare, that they had not actually engaged do 
this affair, in which General Verdier was the commanding offi
cer, more than 1000 men; and that their loss was so compara
tively trifling, as 30 killed and 80 wounded. 
- About five weeks after the departure of General Buonaparte 
from Egypt, General KUiber wrote the directory a very full and 
by no means flattering account of affairs in that country. This 
important letter he intrusted to the Maltese Chevalier BlJ,rras, 
(cousin to the director of that name), who on the 4th of Novem
ber sailed from Alexandria in a vessel named the Marianne, 00 

board of which had also embarked General Vaux and several 
other wounded officers. 

The Marianne, it appears, had a successful voyage until she 
gained a sight of the coast of France, when a British sloop 
of war fell in with and captured her. We have here so much 
dearth of information to complain. of, that we cannot give the name 
of the ship, nol' the date of the capture. Neither are we able 
to state whether the Marianne was a brig or a fore-and-aft 
rigged vessel; we conjecture, however, that she was the glln
vessel of that name, since (as, we presume, was also the case 
with the Foudre) recaptured by the French. 

The despatches, as is customary on such occasions, were 
thrown overboard, but not with the customary carefulness. 
They were wrapped up in an old silk handkerchief, through 
which the cannon shot intended' to sink them immediately 
pierced. and one of the British sailors ricked tbem up as they 
were floating by the side of the vesse. The captain of the 
sloop of war carried the important papers to the commander
in-chief: and Vice-admiral Lord Keith, who had returned to 
Gibraltar from England on the 6th of December, after making 
himself acquainted with their contents, transmitted the de
spatches to his government. 

Shortly after the defeat of the Turks at Damietta Sir Sidney 
Smith conveyed to General K16ber, as the commanding officer 
of the French army in Egypt, the reply of the Sublime Porte 
to Buonaparte's overtures to the Sultan formerly noticed; which 
reply was simply to the purport, that no negotiation could be 
entered into without the concurrence of England and Russia. 
Resting on the belief that England possessed the inclination, 
and COmmodore Sir Sidney Smith the power, to conclude a 
treaty jointly with the grand vizier, General Kleber made propo
sals to that eH'ect to the latter and Sir Sidney; and it was at 
length aKreed, that General Desaix and the administrator of the 
finances Poussielgue should repair on board the Tigre, and there 
,confer with the commissioners on the other side. Owing to 
~e badness of the. weather, the two French commissioners 
were unable to reach the Tigre, who had purposely anchored oft" 
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andria, until on or about the 29th of December; and almost 
immediately afrerwards a heavy gale of wind drove the ship 
and the negotiators out to sea. 

In the mean while the French had been dispossessed of one of 
their Syrian fortresses, in a manner quite sudden and unexpected; 
nominally by the advanced body of the grand vizier's and a de
tachment of British marines under Major ,Douglas of that 
corps, but really by the treachery of the garrison. The army 
of the grand vizier, it appears, marched from Gaza to EI-Arich 
on the 20th of December, and immediately summoned the fort 
to surrender. This being refused, M~jor Douglas and some 
other British officers reconnoitred the defences; and on the 25th 

,the batteries opened upon EI-Aricn. ' The firing Continued, 
without producing any sensible effect, until the morning of the 
29th; at which time the French garrison, "presque toute en
tiere,". revolted, and let down a rope for Majol' Douglas to 
ascend into the fort. 

When we read of a fortress, after a hard struggle, being car
ried by storm, and of the brave garrison, instead of being crowned 

. with chaplets, put to the sword, we cannot withhold our pity, 
and feel a difficulty in suppressing Ollr indignation; but the 
official announcement, that 300 of the garrison of EI-Arich fell 
beneath the sabres of the mussulmans, moves us not at all. 
We only regret that any British officer should have been pre
sent, to reap a benefit from the crimes of a traitor, and, "by 
means of a rope which was let down for him,"t to J;l08sess him,;, 
self of that wbich can only be honourably acqUired by fair 
fighting or fair cession. Operations cartying on in a more 
northern quarter now demand our attention. 

An alleged change in the public mind in Holland, favourable 
to the views of the dethroned stadtholder, induced the British 
cabinet, early in the summer of the present year, to plan an 
expedition against that country, upon a much more enlarged 
scale than that which had failed in the second year of the war. 
'On account of the uushackled state of her press, and the acti
vity and intelligence of her journalists, England, of all coun
tries in the world, is the least adapted for carrying into effect a 
secret expedition. In this instance, however, the British govern
ment had, in a most surprising manner, concealed its designs, 
until the expedition, which was upon an immense scale, was on . 
the eve of departure. 

The British. North-Sea fleet was still under the command 
of Admiral Lord Duncan; and a suitable detachment from it had 
for a long time blocked up in the Texel the following Dutch 
squadron: , 

• Victoires et Conqu~tes, tome xii., p. 43. 
f See Lo~don Gazette. 
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GDD.Dlp 

74 WashiDcton 

{&:U;er' 
64 Guelderland 

Leyden • 
Utrecht • 

S Batavier 
50 l Besehermer 

a_tripw 
44 Mars • • 
4() Amphitrite 
32 Ambnscade 

0un.bT\c 
16 Galatbea • 

5 Rear-admiral Story. 
l Captain Van de Capelle. 

" De.Younge. 
.. Huijs. 
.. Wnldeck. 
" Van-Braam. 
" Kol£ 
" Van-Senden. 
" EilbrachL 

" 

" 

De Bock. 
Schutter. 
Riverij. 

Droop. 

]799. 

Besides the above squadron ready for sea, there were a few old 
ships lying in ordinary in th~ Nieueve Diep. But the strongest 
portion of the Dutch navy lay at Amsterdam and in the Meuse. 
In the first-named port there were, in commission, if not in rea
diness for sea, four 74 and two 64 gun ships, and in the second~ 
one 74 and seven 64 gun ships, besides several frigates and brigs. 

For employment in this expedition to Holland troops, in large 
numbers, were assembled at Southampton, under Lieutenant
general Sir Ralph Abercromby. and others had rendezvoused 
at :Ramsgate, Margate, Barham-Downs, and Yarmouth; the 
whole, amounting to about 27,000 men, placed, as on former 
occasion under the command of Royal Highness the Duke 
of York. A treaty had also been entered into between Great 
Britain and Rnssia the latter stipulated to furnish 
17,593 men, also six ships of the line and five frigates, all armed 
en flute, and two transports, to carry a portion of the troops. 
The emperor was to receive for the hire of his troops 88,0001. 
sterling; half of which was to be paid when the troops were 
ready to embark at Revel, and the remainder in three months 
afterwards. A subsidy of 44,0001. a month was also to be 
paid, from the day on which the troops were ready. For the 
ships Great Britain was to pay 58,9761. 10s. sterling, as three 
months' subsidy for expenses of equipments, &c., to be com
puted from the day on which the ships should depart from Cron
stadt; and, the expiration of those three months, she was 
to continue to pay at the rate of 19,642/. lOs. sterling a month. 
All this was independently of subsistence. The emperor, there-

made a tolerable market of his ships and troops. 
the 13th of August a fleet, composed of about 150 sail of 

ships of war, transports, and cutters, having on board the first 
diVIsion of the troops destined for Holland, put to sea from 
Margate roads and the Downs; the troops, numbering about 
17,000, commanded by Lieutenant-general Abercromby, and the 
naval part of the expedition, by Vice~admiral Andrew MitcheH, 
the effective force of which consisted of the following ships: 
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. Gau·llldp . 

74 Ratvison •• Captain - Greig. l R . . 
66 Mistisloft' '. .. A. Moller. 5 rulllltl. 

{

=:Uth': : ~~~ ~e. 
64 8ellicJ.ueux .. Rowley BulteeJ. 

Amenca • .. John Smith. 
Overysse1 • "John Bazely. 
Veteran • .. Areh.-Collingwood Dickson. 

.... Glatton •••• " Charles Cobb. 
S T_'-- S Vice-Adm. (b.) Andrew Mitchell. 

SO l .... .... l Captain James Oughton. 
RoolD., " • • .. John Lawford. 

..liWcate,. Melpomene, Latona, Shannon, Juno, and Lutine. 

On the 15th, at 10 A. M., Admiral Lord Duncan, in the 74-· 
gun ship Kent, Captain William Hope, joined and took the 
command of Vice-admiral Mitchell's squadron. At noon a gale 
from the south-west begaa :to blow, and continued, with slight 
intermission, until the moming of the 20th; at which time the 
Beet, consisting of 200 sail of square-rigged vessels with troops 
on board, 11 luggers and cutters. and 60 flat-bottomed boats,. 
lay about 16 leagues from the Texel. A calm succeeded the 
ple, and delayed the progress of the expedition until the next 
Clay, the 21st; when the outer ships of the Dutch in the Texel 
were seen to be moving further in. On that evening the whole 
British fleet anchored, within two miles of the shore, off a spot 
called Kirkdown. On the 22d, at 8 A. M., which was as soon 
as the tide served. the transports weighed, for the purpose of' 
~nchoriDg within half a mile of the shore; and lihortly after
wards the Cobourg cutter, having on board Captain Robert 
Winthol"p of the Circe frigate. and Colonel Frederick Maitland,. 
departed from Lord Duncan's lhip, with a flag of truce, to the 
Dutch Admiral Story. . 

While the transports were anchoring, and the gun-boats and 
smaller vessels getting ready to receive the troops, and just as 
the ships of wal' had made sail to stand into- the Texel, the wind~ 
from a fine easterl)' breeze, shifted to the south-west, with every 
appt;arance of a gale. Such of the transports as had anchored' 
qUickly w~ighed again, and the whole stood o&: from the land. 
By noon It began to blow very hard, and continued to do so' 
during the remainder of that, and the whole of the two following 
days and nights; but, on the morning of the 25th, the weather 
cleared up, and the wind again blew a fine breeze from the 
north-west. 

The British officers, who had been sent in with the flag of 
truce, took with them, first, an invitation from Admiral Duncan 
to Admiral Story, to deliver up his ships for the use of the 
Prince of Orange; next, a proclamation by Sir Ralpb Aber
cromby, addressed in a similai strain to the Dutch troops; and 
lastly, a proclamation, signed by the Prince of Orange 'himself, 
and addressed to Dutchmen in general. To the first, Admiral 

s2 
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Story replied, under .date of the 22nd of August, that he should 
be unworthy of Lord Duncan, and forfeit. tbe esteem of every 
honest ma~, were he to, accept the p~oposal made to him; that 
he knew hIs· duty to hIs flag and hIs country;. and that, were 
Admiral Duncan'1S force double what it was, he should still 
retain the same sentitnents. The Dutch admiral·concluded with 
an assurance, that he should certainly defen;d 'his ships when 
attacked, but that he would immediately forward the summons 
to his government. He did so; and, at five o'clock on the 
morning of the 23d, the executive directory formally expressed 
their approval of Admiral Story's reply. To the two proclama
tions no reply was returned. 

Force being now the only: alternatiYe, the British fleet, on the 
morning of the 26th, again bore up; and by 3 P. M. the trans
ports, with the bomb-vessels, sloops, and gun-vessels, to co~er 
the troops, had taken their appointed stations. Owing to the 
lateness of the day, the disembarkation was obliged to be de
layed until 3 A.M. on the 27th; when a landing was effected, 
WIth no loss (except what arose from some boats oversetting 
in the surf), under a smart cannonade from the covering vessels. 
This, as we see, occurred on the 27th; and yet Admiral Duncan's 
I'lUmmOnS, dated on the 20th, a week previous, began, "More 
than 20,000 men being, at this moment, disembarked at the 
Helder, Stc." Such an oversight was well calculated to throw 
a ridicule upon the proposals sent in. . 

,No sooner had the first division of troops 1>egun to move 
forward, than they were attacked by a Gallo-Batavian force 
under General Daendels. The engagement lasted from 5 A. M. 
until evening, when the latter retired to Keeten, a position 
two leagues in the rear. The British army lost on this occasion1 
-one lieutenant-colonel, one subaltern, three sergeants, 51 rank 
and file killed; one colonel, one lieutenant-colonel, one major, 
·nine captains, six subalterns, 18 sergeants, one drummer, 
334 rank and file wounded; and 26 rank and file missing .. 

'The Gallo-Batavian army lost 1400 men killed, wounded, and 
.missing, including 57 officers. . 

Having thus gained possession of the whole neck of land' 
''between Kirk-down and the road leading to Alkmaar, the 
British prep~red to attack the Helder point, which contained 

"11 garrison of 2000 men. In the night, however, the garrison, 
first spiking tbe guns and destroying some of the carriages, 
evacuated tbe Helder, and retired across the marshes towards 
Medemblick. On the 28th, at daylight, the important post of 
the Helder, in which was a numerous train of artillery, both 
heavy and field, \Vas taken quiet possession of by a detachment 
of British troops, under Major-general Moore; as were, at the 
same time, by Captain Winthrop, of the Circe, the following 13 
Dutch ships of war, at anchor in the Nieueve Diep: 
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.Gun. ship Gun·shlp 
'64 Vervachten, ~ Expeditie. 
5Q Broederchap, 44 Hector, 

~ Belle-Antoinette, Unie, 
44 COf!Stitutie, 28 S H~ldin, 
, I?uifze, ~ Mmerva, 

GDD.shlp 

~ Alarm, 
24 PoIlock, 

Venus. 

Also, three Indiamen, and a sheer-hulk; together with the naval 
magazine at Nieueve Werk, containing, among a great quantity 
of valuable ordnance- stores, 97 pieces of cannon. 
. The posssesion of the Helder having now len the Texel open 
.to the British, Vice-admiral Mitchell, on the ?Oth, at 5 A. M., 

,got under way with his s<J.uadron, and stood for the Texel;in 
entering which, the Ratvlson, America, and Latona took the 
.ground. Passing the Helder point and Mars Diep, the British 
aquadron, formed in line ahead thus: Glatton, Romney, Isis, 
Veteran, Ardent, Belliqueux, Monmouth, Overyssel, Mistisloff, 
and frigates, stood along the narrow and intricate channel of the 
Ylieter (the buoys of which, although purposely removed, the 
British, with surprising alacrity, had since replaced), towards 
the Dutch squadron, of eight two-deckers and frigates, at 
anchor in line ahead in the east-south-east channel, near the red 
buoy upon the Vogel sand. 
. While standing in, with his nine two-deckers and frigates 
(including the La.tona who had since got off), along It channel, 
through which the Dutch themselves never venture to pass with 
more than two ships at a time, Vice-admiral Mitchell despatched 
~he I8-gun ship-sloop Victor, Captain James Rennie,' with a 
~ummons to the Dutch admiral. Captain Rennie, on his way, 
;met a flag oftruce, with Captains Van de Capelle and De Yong, 
coming from Admiral Story. These officers, Captain Rennie 
instantly conveyed on board the Isis. After some conversation, 
~he British admiral consented to anchor at a short distance from 
the Dutch admiral, and to give the latter one hour to make up 
his mind. In less than the time specified, the two Dutch cap
tains returned to Vice-admiral Mitchell, with a verbal message 
agreeing to surrender. Possession was immediately taken of 
~he Dutch squadron already named; and, for the purpose of 
maintaining order among the different crews, a British officer 
was sent on board of each ship. 
. It remains to explain why those who, not many months before, 
bad fought so valiantly off CamI?erdown, now surrendel'ed, with
out a blow, at their moorings 10 the Texe]. The fact is, the 
sailors had become politicians; . and, differing in opinion from 
their officers, had adopted a course which, if not the most 
honourable, was, under 'Present circumstances, undoubtedly the 
most safe. They mutinied, and refused to fight; and, as if 
fearful that the guns would go off by themselves, they. in many 
instances, drew the charges, and threw the shot overboard. 
Under such, we must add, discreditable circumstances, Admiral 
Story and his officers had no alternative but to surrender; and 
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surely no one will think that, in so doing, they compromised, in 
the slightest degree, their professional character. 

The British navy, on this .occasion, had no opportunity of dis
playing its wonted prowess; but, nevertheless, ~reat praise wu 
due to Vice-admiral Mitchell for the whole .of hiS arrangements, 
and to his officers and crews in general, for their skill in working 
the ships through channels so narrow, intricate, and shallow, as 
those through which they were obliged to pass. The loss of 16 
two-deckers (one 74, six 64s, two 50s, and six 448), five frigates, 
three corvettes, and one brig, out of a total of about 55 vessels, 
was a serious blow to the Dutch navy; and yet half a dozen fira~ 
class French frigates would have been a greater acquisition tG 
the British navy than the whole 26 vessels which had thus sur
rendered. The Dutch squadron had, it is true, been taken ~ 
-session of in the name of the stadtholder, but the Bntish 
government afterwards purchased such of the ships as appeared. 
likely to be useful. Of the 17 ships and one brig so purcnased, 
eight never went to sea as British cruisers; and the Washington 
74, afterwards named Princess-of-Orange, measured only 1565 
tons, which was smaller, by 37 tons, than any British 74, thell 
in a serviceable state. . 

Although our business is not with military detailll, we will 
'endeavour to present a summary of what occurred on shore. 
While the Dutch squadron was changing masters, the ann,. 
under General Abercromby, now amounting to between 16,000 
and 17,000 men, bad advanced and taken post behind the Zype, 
a low and intersected piece of ground about eight miles in extent, 
that lies at the entrance of the peninsula, and has near it a dyke, 
behind which the troops intrenched themselves, defending their 
position by a numerous artillery. The advanced posts of their 
right extended from Pelten to Eenigenburg; those of the centre" 
a little behind and parallel to the Great Dyke, were at St.-Mar
tin's, Volkoog, and Schagen; those of their left at Havinghuysen 
and Zydawind... In this position the Gallo-Batavian army, com
posed of, at the least 25,000 men,· and commanded by General 
Brune, having under him the Generals Vandamme, Dumonceau, 
and Daendels, on the 10th of Septemher, at daybreak, attacked 
the British army, and after a most severe conflict, was repulsed 
and driven hack to its former position in the neighbourhood of 
Alkmaar, with the loss, as represented, of nearly 1000 men, in 
killed, wounded, and prisoners. The loss of the British on the 
same occasion was, 37 rank and file killed; one major-general, 
one lieutenant-colonel, one major, four captai.ns, five subalterns, 
two sergeants, 135 rank and file wounded; one sergeant, 18 rank 
and file miEsiIlg. The French attributed their overthrow, in part, 
to a defection among their allies the Batavians. 

. On the 13th ,of September the Duke of York landed at the 

" Dictionnaire Historique, tome i., p. 64. 
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Helder from on board the' Amethyst frigate; and at the same 
time was disembarked the stipulated body of Russian troops, 
under General Hermann; making the combined British anl 
Russian army amount to about 30,000 men. On the 10th, at 
daybreak, a part of the latter, amounting to about 20,000 men, 
attacked the whole line of the 'French and Batavians; but, 
towards the close of the day, were eotnpelled to fan back to 
.their intrenchments at the Zype, with tlie 108s to the British 
army, of one lieutenant-eolonel, two captains, two subaltems, 
()Ile ItafF, two sergeants, 121 rank and file, killed; seven Heute
nant-eolonels, six majors, 15 captains, 15 subaltems, 20 ser
geants, two dmmmers, 364 rank and file wounded; and 22 ser
geants, five drummers, 479 rank and file missing; and to the 
Russians, of about 1500 killed, wounded, and prisoners, in
duding, among the latter, General Hermann himself. General 
Brnne, in his Official letter, states his force to have been 20,000 
men, and his loss only 50 killed, and 300 wounded. He de
.clares also, that he made 2000 men prisoners, and took 25 pieces 
-« cannon. On the other hand, the British account states, that 
60 officers and upwards of 3000 French and Batavians fell into 
the hands of the allies, and that 16 pieces of their cannon were 
destroyed. ~ gun-boats, each armed with a 12-pounder 
<CarrOnade, and placed under the orders of Captains Sir Home 
Popham and William Godfrey, of the nuy, had acted with con-
1!iderable effect on the Alkmaar canal, but not without sustaining 
... loss of four seamen killed, one lieutenant and seven seamea 
'WOUnded. 

On the 2d {)f October, at 6 A. H., the Duke of York made a 
general attack upon the Gallo.Bata?ian line. The conflict was 
rong and bloody, continuing till six: in the evening, when General 
Brune was compelled to retire, leaving the Bli.tish and Russians 
masters of the field of battle. This was accomplished after a 
loss, to the British army, of one major. five capt81ns, five subal
terns, 11 sergeants,215 rank and file, 44 horses, killed; two 
.colonels, two lieutenant-colonels, three majors, 22 captains, 39 
fSubaltems, one staff, 46 sergeants, seven drummers, 980 rank 
:and file, 78 horses, wounded; one captain, four subaltems, seven 
eergeants, three drummers, 178 rank and file, three horses, mjss
ing; and to the Russians, of about 170 killed or taken prisoners, 
ad 423 wounded. 

On the 6th, in another general battle, the French and Bata
ftOS, having been considerably reinforeed, defeated the British 
and Russians, with a loss, to the British, of two lieutenant-colo-
nels, two subalterns, three sergeants, one drummer, 86 rank and 
file, nine horses, killed: one colonel. one lieutenant-eolonel, three 
majors, seven captains. 23 subalterns, one staff,23 sergeants,-673 
rank and file, 13 horses, wounded; two lieutenant-eolonels, one 
major, five captains,11 subalterns, 13 serge811ts, two drummers, 
~76 rank and file, missing; and to the Russians, of 382 killed or 

, t1lken prisoners, and 735 wounded. Soon after this, a council 
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.of war decided that the allied British and Russian army should 
,retire to the Zype. It did so, and the Duke of York took up 
his quarters at Schagenburg; where he entered into a negotia
tion with General Brune, for a suspension of arms, and the 
unmolested evacuation of Holland by the combined British and 
Russian forces. The retreat of the latter, in consequence of the 
convention, (was followed by the evacuation of the Zuyder Zee 
and adjacentlarts, on the part of Vice-admiral Mitchell; who, 
having shifte his flag from the Isis to the 20-gun ship Babet, 
had, with that ship and a flotilla of six smaller vessels, pro
ceeded over the Enkhausen flat to the I'oad of that name. The 
appearance of the British flotilla in the Zuyder Zee changed the 
politics, for a while, of several of the bordering towns and vil
lages. Even Amsterdam had begun making defensive prepara
tions. The batteries of Dugerdam and Deimerdam had been 
strengthened; and soon after Vice-admiral Mitchell got into the 
Zuyder Zee, 60 French gun-vessels arrived at Amsterdam, by 
the canal, from Dunkirk. 

Thus terminated the expedition to Holland; an expedition in 
which the British, exclusively, lost three ships of war by being 
wrecked on the coast, and Nassau, a reduced or flute 64, and the 
Blanche and Lutine frigates. The most serious part of the loss 
was that a full fourth of the crew of the first-named, and the 
whole of the crew except two of the last-named, ship perished. 
The Lutine had on board specie to the amount of 140,000/., which 
she had shiJ?ped at Yarmouth, and was carryin~ to the Texel, to 
be applied 10 paying the troops. That went alSO; and the losl 
of it was no slight augmentation to the disasters of the expedi
tion. In the different actions on shore, as enumerated in the 
official accounts, the British alone lost about 556 men killed, 2791 
wounded, and 1455 inissing. Their gain in ships of war we have 
already shown to have been much overrated. Whatever else the 
British gained was, certainly, not that of which they had any 
reason to boast. However, as no blame was imputed to them, 
the thanks of parliament were unanimously voted to Lieutenant
general Sir Ralph Abercromby and Vice-admiral Mitchell, as 
well as to the officers and men under their respective commands. 
Shortly afterwards the vice-admiral received all additional honour 
in the order of the Bath. 

Among the operations on shore in this quarter, the defence of 
I.emmer-towD, West Friesland, which had been intrusted to a 
detachment of seamen and marines, 107 in number, under the 
command of Captain James Boorder, of the 16-gun brig-sloop 
Espiegle, must not be passed over. On the 11th of October, at 
5 A. M., an advanced party of French and Batavians, consisting 
of one officer, one sergeant, one corporal, and 28 private~, 
attempted to storm the north battery. The British soon ~ot 
their opponents between two fires; and the seamen, armed With 
their pikes, so effectually surrounded them, that they instantly 
laid down their a~s, with the loss of two privates killed 
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,Scarcely had the British secured their prisoners, when the 
enemy's main body, 670 in number, attacked'them; but, aftet' 
a sharp contest of four hours and a half, in which the French 
and Batavians sustained a loss of five men killed and nine 
wounded, the latter gave way in every direction. The marinel 
went in pursuit, and certainly, jf the allied forces had not 
broken down a bridge in thelf retreat, would have taken their 
stand of colours and two field-pieces. While the fugitives were 
in the act of destroying the bridge, the fire from the marines is -
represented to have killed 18, and wounded 20 of their number; 
.making their total loss on this occasion, 25 men killed and 
29 wounded, while the British had not a man hurt. 

LIGHT SQUA.DRONS AND SINGLE SHIPS. 

On the 4th of January the British bark-rigged sloop Wol
verine, of 12 guns and 70 men, Captain LewisMortlock, being 
on a cruise oft' Boubgne, in very foggy weather, discovered two 
large French luggers, close to her to windward. These loggers 
were privateers; one, the Ruse, of eight 4-pounders and aoout 
70 men, commanded by Citizen Pierre Audibert, the other, the 
Furet of fourteen 4-pounders and about 80 men, commanded br. 
Citizen Denis Founnentin. Captain Mortlock, judging that, If 
the privateersmen suspected the Wolverine to be a ship of war, 
they would make 'off, approached them under Danish colouu. 
On being hailed by the Furet, Captain Mortlock replied, that 
he wall from Plymouth bound to Copenhagen. This lugger was 
now close upon the stal'board quarter of the Wolverine, with her 
bowsprit between the latter's mizen chains and side. The 
Wolverine instantly hoisted English colours, and opened a fire 
of great guns and musketry, Captain Mortlock, with his own 
bands, lasning the Furet's bowsprit to one of the iron stanchions 
of the Wolverine's mizen chains. 

Boarding was now the only resource left to the Furet; and 
her people made a vigorous assault on the British vessel, but 
were dnven back with loss. In the mean time the Ruse had shot 
ahead, and run foul of the Wolverine on the larboard bow. 
Here, also, a desperate attempt was made to board; and, at one 
time, it required almost every man in the Wolverine to repulse 
the Ruse's crew. Three of the boldest of the Furet's men, 
taking advantage of the exposed state in which the scufBe on the 
Wolverine's forecastle had left the afterpart of the vessel, sprang 
on the roundhouse; and one man gave three cheers, as if to en
courage those in the lugger to come on board to his support. 
Captain Mortlock instantly ran from forward, to dispute with 
this daring Frenchman the possession of his post. The latter as 
the former approached, presented a pistol to nis face. It missed 
fire; and, as the Frenchman was again cocking it, Captain 
Mortlock plunged a half-pike into his body, and the man fell 
overboard. 
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The French on board the Furet now threw into the Wolverine' • 
.cabin windows some leather bags filled with combustibles. These 
immediately set the vessel on fire, and a blaze burst forth diTectlI 
<over the magazine. While the Wolverine's people were occupied 
in extinguishing the ilames, the two loggerS took the opportunity 
to effect their escape. As one of them (tbe Furet, it is believed) 
was retiring, sbe fired a shot which mortally wounded Captain. 
Mortl.ock, who hadlreviously, although he kept on deck, beell 
wounded in the han ,in the breast, and in the loins. Giving the 
necessary orders to his lieutenant, this brave young officer weIlt 
below, saying, "Luff~ luff, keep close to them." He soon after.. 
wards fainted from loss of blOod. The Wolverine, findinS she 
had no chance with the luggers in sailing, on a wind especIally, 
bore UJ> for Portsmouth. 

The Wolverine had two men killed, and eight, including her 
gallant commander, wounded. Captain Mortlock died at Ports
mouth on the 10th of the month. The loss of the privateers, as 
acknowled~ed by themselves, was rather severe. The Furet had 
five men kIlled, her captain and five men mortally, and 10 men 
badly wounded; the Ruse had her first and second lieutenants, 
another officer, and two seamen killed, and five mortally, and 
several badly wounded. 

In this affair, which was almost entirely a hand-to-hand· 
struggle, 70 British were opposed to at least 150 Frenchmen; 
and yet the latter were compelled to retire without effecting 
their object. Had the two luggers kept off at long-shot, the 
Wolverine, from the nature of her armament, must have cut 
them to pieces. She w~ originally the merchant vessel Rattler, 
(If London, measuring 286 tons, and was purchased, in order to 
~e fitted with guns upon Captain Schank's principle. Accord
mgly, on the 22d of February, 1798, the Wolverine, as she had 
then been named, was established with two long IS-pounders 
and six 24-pounder carronades on her main deck, four 12-
pounder carronades on tbe quarterdeck, and one of the same 
caliber on the forecastle, total 13 guns. In order that the eight 
maindeck guns might be fought on one side, eight ports, exclu
sive of tbe bow-port, were cut, and grooves were made in the 
deck running across from side to side. To these grooves the 
trucks of tbe gun-carriages were attached, by a pivot fore-locked, 
in order to sbift the guns from one side to the otber as occasion 
~eqtiired. Thus armed, the W olveriDe was a much more for. 
midable vessel than her appearance indicated. 

On the 28th of January, at noon, the British 28-gun frigate 
Proserpine, Captain J:. ames Wallis, having on board the Honour
able Thomas Grenville and suite on a mission to Berlin, sailed 
from Yarmoutb road, bound to Cuxhaven. Early on the morn
ing of the 30th the frigate arrived off Heligoland, and took on 
board a pilot for the Elbe. Having a fair wind at north-north
east and a fine cleal: day, the Proserpine, by evening, reached 
and anchored at the Red buoy. Here it was found- that th~ 
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4>ther buoys had been removed; but the three pilots on board, 
including two that belonged to the ship, concurred in stating the 
practicability of ascending the river to Cuxhaven without the 
buoys, El'ovided Captain Wallis would proceed between half-ebb 
and half-flood, as tlley should then see the sands, the marks of 
which were perfectly ~ll known to them. 

Accordingly, on the morning of the 31st, the Proserpine 
weighed, and stood up the river, with the same favourable wind 
and weather as on the preceding day; having ahead of her the 
Prince-of-Wales packet, which had kept company from Yar
mouth. At about 4 p. K., when within four miles of Cuxhaven, 
it began to snow, and·soon came on so thick, that the Proserpine 
was compelled to anchor. At this time very little ice was seen 
in the river; but at 9 P. M. the wind shifted-to east by south, and 
blew'a most dreadful snow-storm; causing such heavy masses 
«ice to press on the frigate, that it was only by having all 
bands on dook, and using every precaution to save the cables 
from being cut, that she preserved her station till morning. 

On the 1st of February, at 8 A. M., the flood-tide, having 
earned back the ice, and left an opening below; while the river 
.above was completely blocked up. No possibility now existing 
of proceeding higher up, the Proserpine weighed and stood out, 
to endeavour to make a landing on some. part of the coast of 
J"utland, Mr. Grenville urging to Captain Wallis the necessity 
of his being put on shore as early as possible. Scarcely had 
the pilots declared that the Proserpine was clear of all the 
sands, when, at about 9 h. 30 m. P. M., the ship struck on nearly 
the extremity of the Scaron, or the sand that stretches out from 
Newark island. As it blew a very heavy gale of wind, the 
Proserpine, although with no other sail set than the foreto.,. 
mast staysail, had struck with great force. On sounding, no 
more than 10 feet of-water was found under the forepart of 
o.er keel. 

Immediately the boats were got ready to carry out an anchor: 
but, it being high water, the ice pressed so upon the ship as to 
render the attempt impracticable, and the boats were hoisted in 
again. All hands were now employed in shoring the ship, in 
4>ider that she might heel towanls the bank. The first run of 
the tide, however, brought down such heavy masses of ice, that 
the shores were carried away, the copper torn off from tbe star
board side of the ship, and the rudder cut in two, the lower 
part lying on the ice under the counter. Hopes were still e~ 
tertained of getting the ship 04' at tbe next high water; and, 
in order to lighten her. for tbat purpose, ber guns. and stores 
were thrown overboard, all of which 'were borne up by the ice.' 

At 10 P. K., which was the time for high water, the SO\lth
eaBt gale had so kept .back the tide, that there was less water 
by three feet than when the ship had struck. All hopes of 
saving tbe Proserpine were thus at an end; and, on the retum 
of the ebb-tide, t1ie ship was expected every moment to be torn 
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, te:> pieces by the ice. This sad expectation, the darkness of the 
night, the extreme coldness of the weather, and the heavy snow-

· storm that raged, rendered the situation of the people on board 
the frigate truly deplorable. On the next morning, the 2d, the 
gale increased, and the ice rose to the cabin windows; the stern
post also broke in two, and the ship received other important 
damage. It was then proposed, that the officers and crew 
should attempt to reach the shore over the ice. This, con
sidering the severity and thickness of the weather, the ignorance 
of the way, and the numberless dangers attendant on such a 

journey, struck every one as hazardous in the extreme. But, 
· to !!tayany longer on board was useless, and might be attended 
• with the most dreadful consequences. 

Accordingly, at 1 h. 30 m. P. M., the ship's company, in sub-
· divisions, attended by their respective officers, commenced thei.r 
march on the ice; and, at 3 P. M., Captain Wallis, and Lieu-
· tenant Ridley of the marines, the two last persons on board, 
quitted the Prosperpine. After a journey of six miles, in the 
severest of weatber, over high flakes of ice, and sometimes up 
to their middles in snow and.water, the ship's company, whose 
subordination and t>erseverance were highly praiseworthy, 
reached the island of Newark; but not without the melancholy 
loss of seven seamen, one boy, four marines, and one woman 
and her child, frozen to death. Others had had their legs and 
:fi,ngers frozen, but were fortunate enough not to lose the use of 
them. The whole number of males, mustered on landing, were 
173. 

The storm lasted, without intermission, until the night of the 
5th. On the following morning, the 6th, owing to the scarcity 
of provisions, half the officers and ship's company, accom
pamed by Mr. Grenville and his suite, proceeded to Cuxhaven; 
travelling, as before, over the ice, and encountering a similar 
succession of difficulties. At length, however, the party arrived 
in safety. The captain, with the remainder of his officers and 
men, remained at N ewark, in hopes to be able to save some of 
the stores from the ship. On the 8th, the master, Mr. Anthony, 
volunteered, with a party of seamen, to go on board for that 
purpose. He did so, and found the frigate lying on her beam .. 
ends, with seven and a half feet of water in her hold; having 
her quarterdeck separated from the gangway six feet, and to all 
appearance, only kept from entirely parting by the ice that suy.. 
10unded her. From this account, it was agreed not to visit her 
again; but, on the 10th, the clearness of the day induced Mr. 
Anthony, taking with him the surgeon, one midshipman, the 
boatswain, and two seamen, to go off a second time. These 
bold adventurers got safe on board, but neglected to return 
when the tide suited. At about 10 P. M., a violent storm came 
on from the south-south-east; and the tide rose, in consequence, 
to an uncommon height. This, as it raised the ice that stuck to 
the ship, floated her and that. together; and the wreck, after 
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beating about. for some time, was at length cast on shore at the 
island of Baltrum. From this spot Mr. Anthony.and his little 
p~rty providentially escap~d, and soon afterwards joined their, 
friends at Cuxhaven; whither the whole of the officers and' 
crew left at Newark, except the captain, had since arrived. ; 

Ill-health, occasioned chiefly by anxiety of mind at the sup
posed los8 of the master and the five persons with him, detained. 
Captain Wal1is at Newark island till towards the end of Febru-; 
ary. On the 26th of March the captain. his officers, and ship's 
company, having arrived home, were tried for the loss of their 
ship. It need hardly be st.ated, that they all received an 
honourable acquittal: in addition to which the highest !lnco
miums were passed upon the late Proserpine's seamen for their 
unparalleled ~ood conduct throughout the whole of the melan- ; 
choly and trylDg occasion. To mark their sense of the hospi
table treatment which they had experienced from Lo1'enti Wittke, 
of the island of Newark, the officers and men presented him 
with a piece of plate in the shape of a coffee-urn, bearing a 
suitable inscription. , 

Of Rear-admiral Sercey's Indian squadron of seven frigates, 
we have already shown that three had quitted him for Europe; 
and we rather think a fourth, the Cybele, got back to Lorient. 
This frigate had arrived at the Isle of France a year or two be
fore the war commenced,' and therefore could not, towards the 
close of the year 1797, when her name last occurs, have been 
in a very good state. Without reckoning the Cybele, the French 
frigates which, at the commencement of the present year, were 
still cruising in the Indian seas, were the Forte, Preneuse, and 
Prudente. In what manner the last of these was stopped in· 
her career, we shall now proceed to relate. 

On the 9th of February, soon after daybreak, in latitude' 
310 30' south, and longitude 330 20' east, the British 12-poun
der 32-gun frigate Dredalus, Captain Henry Lidgbird Ball, 
steering to the southward and westward, with the wind l'ight 
aft, or north-east, discovered two sail on her stal'board bow. 
These were the French 36-gun frigate Prudellte,Captain Emanuel-· 
Hippolite Le Joliff, and an American ship from China, her prize; 
and on board of which, it would appear, the frigate had placed,· 
with a crew of 17 officers and.men, all her quarterdeck 6-poun
ders but two; thus leaving herself with 26 long 12 and two. 
long 6-pounders, and two brass 36-pounder carronades, total . 
30 guns. The force of the Dredalus consisted of 32 long 12 
and 6 pounders, and six 24-pounder carronades. 

At 7 A. M., the DlIldalus hauled to the northward in chase; 
and the two strangers' now seen to be ships, separated, the 
smaller one standing to the southward, and the larger, which 
was distant from the Dredalus about six miles, bearing away 
north-west. The Dredalus immediately bore up after the large 
sbip; which, at about 10 A. M., put right before the wind, and· 
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was followed by the Dmdalus under all sail. At 3 P. Ill., the 
Prudente hoisted her colours. and opened a fire from her stem 
Clhasers. At 10 minutes\past noon the Prtidente shortened sail,. 
hauled to the wind on the larhoard tack, and fired a broadside 
at the Deedalus; who, by this time, had shortened sail to her 
topsails. At 25 minutes past noon the British frigate bore up 
across the stem of the French frigate, within half pistol-shot,. 
and, after pouring in a raking broadside, lufFed up under her 
lee. The two ships, thus side by' side, commenced an animated 
interchange of broadsides; and, in a quarter of an hour, the 
mizenmast of the Prudente fell over her quarter. The latter,. 
nevertheless, continued the cannonade until 1 h. 21 m. P. K.; 
when, being much cut in masts, rigging, and sails,. and con
siderably sliattered in hull, the Prudente struck her colours. 

The damages done to the Dmdalus were of comparatively 
trifling amount. Her main stay was cut throuSh" and her run
ning rigging and many of her lower shrouds lDjUred; but her 
hull was scarcely touched. Out of a crew of 212 men and boysp 
she had one seaman and one marine killed, and 1 J seamen and 
one marine wounded. The Prildente was mnch shattered in 
both hull and masts, and, out of a crew, as deposed by her offi
cers, of 301 men and boys (four less than the number stated in 
Captain Ball's letter), lost 27 officers and men killed and 22 
wounded. 

COHPARATIVE FORCE OF THE COMBATA"I. . I D..EUAUT··ll'Jl.UDIIlITJr. Broads'd S No. 19. 15 
1 e-gons •• .. •••• .. •••••••• .. • .. • .. ···l Iba. 246 214-

Crew ....•••.•.••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••.••••. No. 212 SOl 
Size. ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• I ••••••••••••• tous 70s 920 

The slight disparity in the broadside weight of metal by no 
means equals the disparity in execution. Not a doubt therefore 
remains that, had the Prudente mounted the few 6-pounders 
which she wanted of her establishment, the result of the action 
would have been precisely the same; a result, es~ciany when 
the difference in number of men is considered, high!y creditable 
to Captain Ball, his officers, and ship's company. . On the other 
hand, let us in justice remark, that tlie reason the Prudente made 
sail, when first descried by the Dmdalos, does not appear to' 
have been to avom-...an engagement, but to allow her prize an 
opportunity of effecting her escape. As soon as the latter was 
considered to be out of danger, and the prize did, we believe 
reach the Isle of France in safety, the Prudente shortened sail 
for her adversary to come up; and that Captain Le JolifF did 
not surrender at an earlier moment than was consistent with his 
duty, the damage and losl which his ship sustained in the 
action abundantly proves.' . 

Taking her pnze in tow, the Dmdalus proceeded to Table 
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bay; where, oD the 15th, the two ships came to an anchor. The 
cost of repairing the prize in that country being deemed by the· 
naval eommand'mg officer at the Cape, Captain George Losack 
of the 50-gun ship Jupiter, more than the ship, although a very 
fine frigate of her class, was worth, the Prudente was not pur
chased for the use of the British navy. It would gratify us to
'be able to state, that the first lieutenant of the Dmdalus, whe> 
brought in the prize, and whom Captain Ball recommends "iD 
the strongest terms," received the reward usually conferred OD 
first lieutenants, after actions of far less merit tlian that of the 
Dmdalus and Prudente; but an admiralty-Hit before us, of 
July, 1823, still contains among the lieutenants the name of 
Nicholas Tucker. 

On the 6th of February, at 4 P. 11., while the British 44-gun 
. ship Argo, Captain .tames Bowen, accompanied by the 74-gun 
ship, Leviathan, Captain John Buchanan, was drawing round 
the east end of Majorca, under storm staysails, with a violent 
westerly gale, two Spanish frigates were dIscovered at anchor, 
near a fortified tower on the south point of the Bahia de Acude. 
The latter, which were the 34-gun frigates Santa-Teresa and 
Proserpine, immediately cut their cables and made sail to the 
Dorth-north-east. The two British ships, as quickly as possible, 
were under all the canvass they could bear; under more, indeed, 
than the Leviathan could, for she presently split her main top
sail and dropped astem. 

This accident to the largest of their pursuers the two Spanish 
:frigates saw, and, shortly after the close of day, having ~re
viously spoken each other, took advantage of, by separatmg. 
The Proserpine hauled sharp up to the northward, and the 
Santa-Teresa, setting her topgallantsails, kept right before the 
wind. The Argo, selecting the point of sailing in which she 
excelled, followed the latter, and signalled her consort to alter 
her course to port in pursuit of the former. But the Leviathan, 
neither seeing the Proserpine's change of course nor the Argo's 
signal, continued to follow the latter. At midnight, after having 
fired her bow~ns for some time previous, the Argo got along
side of the &:nta-Teresa ; ,who, notwithstanding that her small 
sails had all been cut by shot, or carried away in the chase, and 
that the Leviathan was at no great distance from her, persevered 
in her endeavours to get off, not surrendering until she had re
ceived, without returmng it, the Argo's whole broadside: which 
wounded two of her men, and did much damage to her rigging. 

The Santa-Teresa mounted 34 long Spanish 12 and 6 poun
ders, and, we believe, eight 24-pounder carronades, total 42 
guns, besides swivels and cohoms. She was commanded by . 
Captain don Pablo Perez, with a crew of 280 seamen and 
marines, besides 250 soldiers, and was stored and victualled for 
fGUI" months. Being a. fine ship of 949 tons, and just out of 
'dock, the Santa-Teresa. became an acquiiition to the class of 
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British 12-pounder 36-gun frigates. Her consort, the Proserpine, 
of the same force but rather smaller, effected her escape. 

In the course of the month of May the Argo was detached by 
Earl St.-Vincent to ,Algiers, to negotiate with the dey for a sup
ply of fresh provisions for the BritIsh army and navy at Minorca. 
Captain Bowen not only succeeded in his mission, but, prompted 
by his own feelings, exerted himself so strenuously with the dey 
for the enlargement of six British prisoners, who had been 14 
years in slavery, that the despot ordered them to be set free. 
The poor fellows, grateful and happy, embarked on board the 
Argo, once more to enjoy the blessmgs of life and liberty. 

The rupture which, towards the end of the year 1798, occurred 
between France and the United States of America, gave to Great 
Britain a maritime ally, who, though not able to afford a very 
powerful, nor willing perhaps to bestow a very cordial co-opera
tion, might yet be of some service in desultory warfare; par
ticularly among the Antilles, and along the western shores of 
the Atlantic, where the number and audacity of the French 
cruisers oftentimes did serious mischief to British commerce. 
Previously to our entering upon the details of the first action 
that was fought between the French and the Americans, we 
may be allowed to present a slight sketch of the formation and 
growth of the United States' navy. 

At the commencement of the disturbances between Great 
Britain and her American colonies, the latter formed themselves 
into a confederated body-politic. A congress, representative of 
this confederacy, and of the states, was organized. Its mem-. 
bers were elected by the state-legislatures; and it was invested 
with the powers of national defence, the supt;rintendence of the 
welfare of the confederacy, and the accomphshment of the great· 
object of the union, redress of grievances. Both legislative and' 
executive functions were united in this body. The greater part 
of the year 1775, that in which the revolutionary war com
menced, was occupied in the more immediate business of organ
izing an army, to resist the aggressions of one already in the 
country. It was not, therefore, until the 5th of October in the 
same year, that the attention of congress was directed to any 
kind of operations on the ocean; and then only because infor
mation had been received that two English unarmed merchant 
brigs, laden with arms, powder, and other warlike stores, had 
on the 11th of the preceding August, quitted England for Que-' 
bec, without convoy. 

A committee of three members of congress was appointed to 
prepare a plan for intercepting these vessels; and, upon the re
port of the committee, the congress directed General Washington 
to apply to the council of Massachusetts-bay, for their two armed 
vessels, and then to despatch the same, properly armed. stor.ed, 
and appointed, with insti'Uctions to intercept and capture the 
two bngs in question, or any other transports laden with warlike 
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stores, for the use of the ministerial army or navy in America." 
On the 13th of October two small vessels, one of 10, the other of 
14 carriage-guns; and on the 30th, a ship to mount 20, and 
another to mount as many as 36 carriage.guns, were ordered 
to be got ready and equipped as cruisers. On the 2d of Novem
ber the committee, to which four members had been added, 
were authorized to draw upon the continental treasury for funds, 
and to engage officers and seamen to serve on board the four 
vessels that bad been ordered'to be fitted out. By way of en
couragement to the latter, they were to have half in value of all 
. prizes, being ships of war, and a third of such as were transports. 
On the 2d of November two battalions of marines were ordered 
to be raised. On the nth of December congress ordered to be 
built 13 shirs; five of 32, five of 28. and three of 24 guns; all 
the stores 0 which, except canvass and powder, could, it was 
,declared, be furnished in the colonies. 

On the 14th of June, 1777, congress decreed, that the flag of 
the United States should be 13 stripes, alternate red and white; 
and that the union should be 13 stars, white in a blue field, re.
presenting a new constellation. On the 28th of October, 1779, 

,congress established a board of admiralty, to consist of five 
,commissioners; of whom three were to form a board for despatch 
of business, and were each to have a salary of 14,000 dollars per 
,annum; the secretary's salary was to be 10,000. On the 29th 
of August, 178], both this board and the naval committee were 
abolished. and an agent of marine, at a salary of 1500 dollars, 
with a clerk at 500 dollars, was appointed in lieu of them •. 

It appears that the Americans, at a very early day, meditated 
the construction of 74-gun ships. According to a document in 
the journals of congress, they, in May, 1778, had one upon the 
stocks at Portsmouth, in New-Hampshire. The plan, on being 
submitted to a. M. Landais, a French naval officer of great ex
perience in the construction of ships, was found fault with; and, 
at his suggestion, congress, on the 29th of that month, ordered 
the ship to be converted into a flush two-decker, to carry twenty

,eight 24-pounders on the lower, and twenty-eight 18-poundel's 
on the second deck. This order ap~ars afterwards to have 
been revoked; for, according to another entry, the agent of 
marine was directed, on the 3d of September, 1782, to present 
that 74-gun ship, then launched and named the America, to the 
Chevalier de la Luzerne, for the service of his most christian 
majesty, in lieu of the Magnifique, of similar force, which had 
.recently been lost on the American coast. .. 

The published accounts are not explicit in reference to the 
identity of these ships. It is simply from ,not finding a 56-gun 
ship in any American navy-list of the time, nor that any second 
74 was ordered to be built, and that it is concluded there was 
but one. At the reduction of Charlestown, in April, 1780, an 
.American ship named the Bricole, alleged to have been pierced 
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Tor 60 guns (as, with foorbridleo.ports, a ship of 56 gas would 
':lIave been), ',.and fiG iftave mounted ,44, ccmsistiDg ,of 24 aud 16 
lpOunders, 'was certainly destroyed, among many other 1Ihips, by 
:daeBritish foroes. But, tumitag to-aFrenoh navy.list of 1718, 
-we 'find the .Bricole fMte, er 24 guns, which ~may ita?e been:a 
.reduced :6()..g1m ship. The non-appearance 'fJfthat ship's name 
.iIl i& Fnmoh list of January, 1783, added tot:heoertainty that 
.a.eral French •• ips of war bad 'been purchased by the Am __ 
'Calls, >aDd were actually among those destroyed at Cbarlestowa, 
·strengthens thesapposition, that the 74 on the stocb:at p~ 
.lDOUtb, New-Hunpsb~re, in May, 1778, and tbatpreseDted'Q) 
ltAe King M PJIUlce:in September, 17~2, were one and the.sam& 
~essel. The peace that took place, &.bellt me months afterl_ 
pesent had been made by America to Fmnce, readily ,enSDled. 
• new ship toCFOBS the Atlaatic tu l8. French port; bat,.owiag 
to her comparatively small me:mdligbtl8.ml8D18l1t, Uld perhapll,. 
.in part, to tlae perishable :materials of .her frame, 1Ihe :AmerIca 
-does net ~~r to me lived long enough to be _1Itm'ice m',. 
war by wDich that peace was succeeded. . 

'The low ebb d the treasury aDd. .the tJanquil'Btate ..r the re
public occasioned the navy to dwindle, until the conduct·of:the
Algermes m 1794 stimu.lated 'OOIlgre8S, on the 27th of 'l\Iatrcia ·in 
}tBtit year-, to order' the construction and -equipmeut offour:.mps. 
'of44,and two Of 36guJJ8, to ~ 1'eaCly ,to prOtect A_ricm 
commerce in tlte MediterraneaG. 

We have reason tothink that ,the armament orl~ly iatendecil 
for each oftihese·classes WBS'M follows: I 

. The '44. 'I!he:86 • 
. No. pan. .Ne. :PtbL 

·MaiD deck _.' .. "-•••• _ .............. : ~ .Jang ,,8£ SS ~1oqg .l& 
Qwuter deck and forecastle •••••• I. If> 18 8.. 12 

44 
. Carronaaes 'to ............................ 1. • 36 

'Ia 

• 48 

Subsequently the 'carrona:des (42 and 32 pound era) wet'e m.. 
creased, -and the long-guns in battery with them reduced in 
number to the same extent, but changed to a higher caliber. 
·lnto this, however, we 'shall hereafter have occamon more fully 
to enter. 

On the'3Oth 'Of Apnl, 1'98, an act o{congress'passed, wthe
rizing the establishment of a navy-department, tlie chief officer 
of which was to be styled, "Secretary of then:rvy /, He was t& 
execute all orders tbathe might receive from the President of the 
United States, relative to the construction, aTmament, equipment, 
and ~ployment of vessels of war, and other matters connect~ 
therewIth; and was to have a competent number of clerks, to 
'assist him in performing the duties of his office. 

Towards tile nriddle '0£ the year .1798, -some interruptian ao-
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c.m:ed in tire t'!OlIUJ1eI'Cia. reJatiGlI& ef' the lfnited· States' 8odr • 

F.l'IIIle!; ani: the ~rmeJI; ocmeeiYing' themselives the agogrieve.l 
party, eol!llDUmeed: OOstilities aaainst the B~ ad vessels, of the. 
PJemtJuepub! .... Attbis time· the mvy elthe UDited States; 
~·tlIe lPi~ eurtioras. of the aeneral pel'lUllellt, ooDSisted~. 
besides Ieveral smaller ftSIels, of 15. frigates, fOlW of them the· 
lugest:and hetWiest that had ever· beeD ccmstmeted. Six 7It
gua:sJaips' wenalao OI!dereci to be built; but, as the dliffeellCfl& . 
1:etween the two cOlInitie& were SOOD. ad:j usfled., they were DOt: 
Irit dCllWtl.. We. shallll0W proeee<l to. gWe an aee0UD6,as. well· 
as 811l' BVaIlty. materials will eoable us, of the. first IIImlI aea-, 
fe~ht. between; linnee aocl the United. States: of' Americ~ 

&. the 9th.of FebNary, atnGlOn; the island of.Ne"Jis· beuinrr 
west+SOtltD-west:atant five leagues, the UDited Stafles1 36-guni 
fiigafle:COIlsteliltion, Coma_re Thomas Truxtou, SailiDg witft, 
the wind at nenh.-eastT discoftl'ed a' stll8Dge ship 141 the lOath
'l'I8i-d, witIl, if·tlle French aecoUllts ale' correct,. her main topmast 
.... The Coutellatioa, hoisting Ameriean colours, bore dowa ; 
am!' the stran~r, wmch was the Freach 36~ frigate. IJlSIIII.< 
pte';. CaptaiB l'4ichel-Bia. Barreaat, hOISted her natio_; 
-colours, and fired ~guG t&windwuO.At. 3h. 16 .. P.lIt.,_ 
IBsu~eMe hailed tDe. COlSStellatiou; {oo what pupose, Cbe 
Amel!lem accmmts·aJe as- silent as aboatthe previoU510s&ohhe.' 
Breaeh mgate's mam to)lmast; but· if; lIS the. Freach ins~. 
Captain Barreaut was' ignorant: of~ the ww;. it ~ be· for an.; 
opluaticra·of the hostile maunevilt which the American. frigate 
'WU~bing. At, all eveats, nry .Soolll aftee the hail, t~ 
eOD8teUatio~,. nmgiug a_Fe the Insurgente,. opened hw' 
:J:madside.; od a spirited: aetion ensued, wbicnlasted 011& bmr 
.aad 1:6, minutes; when. tile Eveneh ship,.~, as aheady' 
:8tated,losil. her main topmast; and beea mother reepectS\greatly' 
~d,.stmck her colours. 
, The CouteHation,oot. of a complement of abollt 440 JDeIl1. 

8IId boys, bad the good' fomme, besides reeeiving little or !to' 
iBjary In bull or spars, to esmpe with so slight & I. as ODe: 
mm killed and two wounded; while thelnsmgente~ oat of • 
>complement of 340'men and. b:rys; is represea.ted to have lost: 29-' 
men killed ami 44 woUDdecL 
. As thia'YietcDry, likemmy we have recorded, wu gained hi- a' 

41 36," over a H 40," or as most of- the Euglish joumals had it~ 
.(~.w.s= frigate," there was no end to the panegyriesupoa tfle 
.AmaneaIl COmmodore. 'lmxtCID. Nor WM: it empty: praise alone! 
t_Uhe.eorm~e received; for in.addition to the substantial, 
testimonials which his transatlaatic frieods showered upon bim;.. 
be waspresemecrbytbemerchuts of London with a: handsome 
piece of plate, erpresuy for having-captured a,Fmncli. fJigate ov 
~( sapemor force/" . 

. ~. Commodore. T:nutoa c:arried his prize to t~ iela.d. of ~ SL
. Kitt!s. 1-'he Iuswgente :enUiscd &ra.far IeB1'8 lD the. Apren_-. 
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service, and was then intended to be restored to France; but, in 
the Plean time, she became lost at ee&. Captain Barreaut. 
towards the end of the present year, was tried by a court-martial 
at Lorient for the loss of his ship, and, af~r an investigation 
which lasted nine days, honourably acquitted, chiefly because 
of the enormous disparity of force between the two vessels. 

Of the relative force in the above case it will be sufficient to 
state that the Constellation at this time mounted, although she 
afterwards exchanged them for eighteens, 28 long 24-pounders 
on the main deck, and 10 long 12-pounders, with ten 32-
pounder carronades, on the qual'terdeck and forecastle; total 48 
guns: the French say 50. The Insurgente was armed, accord
ing to the French accounts, with "trente-six; canons," meaning 
without her four carronades; making her guns in all 40; as 
enumerated in Commodore Truxton's letter, and particularized 
at No. 7 of the little table at p. 54 of the first vofume. 

On the 22d of' February, at a quarter past 12 at noon, the 
town of Marbella in Spain bearing north-north-west distant three 
leagues, the British brig-sloop Espoir, of fourteen 6-pounders 
and 80 men and boys, Captain James Sanders, discovered in the 
8OUth-east and windward quarter two brigs and two xebecs. 
:Both of the latter and one of the former appearing to be 
cruisers, the Espoir hoisted her colours; whereupon one of the 
brigs and one of the xebecs hoisted Spanish colours, and, with 
the other xebec, formed in line ahead, to receive the Espoir •. 
The second brig was a Moorish vessel, which had been towed. 
by one of the others, and was now cast off. The Espoir imme
diately hauled to the wind in chase, but was unable to weather 
her two opponents; with whom, however, the Espoir exchanged. 
broadsides in passing, on opposite tacks. The Espoir then put 
about, and soon brought to close action the leewardmost of the 
vessels, which was his catholic majesty's xebec Africa, Captain· 
JosefSubjado,mounting 14 long Spanish 4-pounders and four brass 
4-pounder swivels, with a crew of 75 seamen and 38 soldiers. The 
finng continued with spirit for an hour and a half; when, a fa
vourable opportunity presentin~ itself, the Africa was boarded, and 
after a sharp struggle of 20 mInutes carried, by the British crew •. 
The Africa's two consorts, in the mean time, bad continued stand
ing on towards the shore, which, when the action ended, was only 
three miles distant; and they eventually effected their escape. 

The Espoir's loss on this occasion amounted to two seamen' 
killed, and two wounded. That of the Africa amounted to one 
officer and eight seamen killed, her commander,. two other 
officers, and 25 seamen wounded. 

The British 74-gun ship Majestic, Captain Hobert Cuthbert. 
was' in sight during the action~ but, bein/{ between five and 
six miles to leeward, had of course DO share In it. Captain Sub- . 
jado, while he lay wounded in the Espoir's cabin, told Captain 
Sanders, that he fully expected to have carried the Espoir int() 
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Malaga. Upon the whole, the res¥lt of the action was highly 
creditable to the officers and crew of the British brig. 

In the month of Juue, 1798, we left Rear-admiral Sercey at 
Batavia, whither he had just arrived from the Isle of France in 
the Brule-Gueule corvette.· . Of the subsequent cruises and 
performances of several of his frigates, we have since given some 
account. The Forte herself now demands our attention. Some
time in the latter end of the year 1798, this formidable French 
frigate, commanded by Captain Beaulieu-le-Long, sailed from 
the Isle of France on a cruise in the bay of Bengal. The depre
dations committed by the Forte on eastern commerce soon 
attracted attention; and on the 19th of February, the British 
38-gun frigate, Sibylle, Captain Edward Cooke, sailed from 
Madras road in quest of her. On the 23d tbe SibyHe fell in 
with a cartel, bound to Madras, having on board some English 
prisoners taken out of one of the Forte's prizes, and on the 26th, 
anchored in Balasore road. While lying here, Captain Cooke 
despatched his boats for information. to some country ships also 
in the road, but without success. The Sibylle then weighed, 
and bent her course towards the Sand-heads. off the river of 
Bengal. 

Afthough no information had been gained respecting the 
present movements of the Forte, enough had been learned of her 
formidable force to alarm a man of less intrepidity, or of less 
zeal in the duties of his {Jrofession, than the captain of the 
Sibylle. When the officer, 10 charge of the Forte's cartel fallen 
in with on the 2;3d, was brought on board the Sibylle, and 
informed of the special object oC her cruise, he at once candidly 
pronounced her to be no match for the Forte; and, anticipating 
the glory that, in the event of a contest, would accrue to his 
countrymen, naturally expressed a wish that he had not quitted 
his ship. A Captain Jolinstone, also, whose ship, the Chance, 
had been taken by the Forte, on coming on board and viewing 
the force of the Sibylle, trembled for the consequences of a 
meeting; but, like a brave man, he volunteered to serve in the 
action. 

Let us then, before we proceed further in tbeaccount of what 
ensued, see how this British and French frigate really stood in 
point of relative (orce. The Sibylle had been a French 40-gun 
frigate, until captured by the Romney 50, in June, 1794. On 
belllg fitted out In the British service, the Sibylle, a fine Toulon
built (riga,te of 1091 tons, was armed with 44 long 18 and 9 
pounders; but, subsequently, 10 of her 16 nines were exchanged 
for fourteen 32-pounder carronades. This gave her 28 long 
IS-pounders on the main deck, and six long nines and fourteen 
32-pounder carronades on the CJ.uarterdeck and forecastle, total 
48 guns; which was the precise force of the Siby lIe on the 

• See p. 217. 
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pnsenloceasioB •. Her net ctom,a~; HI or!~ ett~~ 
was 297 men and boys;. but tf.. shi}J). at. thiS'time, aecideRtaHy 
had on bOard a. greater number; as we sba.U pPeBen1l1y ah0W. 

Frigates, mount~~4-poundersGn the IIl8.ln~eek, haTeal~",· 
bem rare~ The Bntt&h. posselSed utllle uutl1 the thftle ti*; 
Indefatigable, Anson, and Magmmime, were redneed; nor t&e: 
French until the Pomone was lauached. Th& capture of .' 
latter by the British ~e birth to· the Ertdymim; od; abend' 
the. time that the EDdymioa wu latmched, the Amerieans 1!I8t' 
aftoat three of the. latgest and, hea'riest frigates. that the world 
bad evet>. seen.. The second 241-p6uBdtr iJip built ~ 6&. 
French was, we, believe, lawxhed at B.ochefart, iD • SUIBJIIel"" 

of 1795~ and she was v.ery appropriately named La Forte. TIre 
PODlOoe was aboat 1270 tons,. and IMUDfIed twenty-eix 
24 pounders on her main deck. The Forte meaaarett 1400", 
tons, and carried, for which she bad sample lOOM, me go IDOI'e' 

of a side on her IP81n deck than the Pomone;' maliag, with ]4 
long eights and four brass 36-pounder earronades: oalter ~ 
deck and. forecastle, a: total of 46 gua& • 

These, we lave no doubt, were all the guu; wbieb., with It' 
complement of 480 or 500 men, the Forte originally carried'. 
But subsequently, when perhaps Rear-admiral Sercey hoitsted. 
his 'Bag on board of berin the bepmiDg of the· year 1'196,. fOv· 
additional brass 36~p01Ulder earroDades were add_ to her arma
ment; a~ subsequently ~in., two loog Engli_ 24-peuodet'lJl.. 
taken aut of some' prize probably, were placed in her two, maia
deck bow-ports;. th1l8 making bel" guns. amOtmt 10 62, exclave
of eight l-pounder swiftlS monateii along tile topef: her waist 
hammock-nettings. After this, it is hoped, DUt pnmtles&~' 
sioD, we return to the Sibylle, whom we left hasteDiDg t~ 
the Sand,.heads, which lie eft' the mCllldh of Bengal river, in th8-
hope there to meet this same truly fermidable Freneh frigate. 
. On the 2&~ at 8 ~ SOm. p. M., the outer edge of the westem· 

sea-reef bearing by account about north-east, the wind a light 
breeze from the south-south.west"and the Bight dark, the Sibylle-, 
then standing to the south-east, observed several Bashes in tt. 
north-west; which at first wele, supposed to be vivid ligtitniag, 
very common in this quarter; A repetition of the fIa.bes; ...... 
ever, until a few minutes before 9 p. 111'., wheo. ttaay ceaQd ..... 
together, raised a suspicion that they proceeded frem guns. At 
9· p.)(. the Sibylle, having extinguished an lights to pre.ent dis-
covery, tacked to the westwani, od at 9h. 30 ut. P ••• , ... 
tbree ships in a cluster in the south-east qvaner. These-were, 
the Forte, and. two rich prizes whioh she Dad' just madll, the· 
Endeavour and Lord Morningtol1 countl'y! ships foom Chiua~ 
The, B~hes had p'roceed~ fro. the F.o~e's guns, aR~ she ami 
~ pnzes h~ gamed thar present ~anllg b.y staDding to the< 
eastward. . 

Rightly conjecturing that Olle· of~ these ships would' prove to 
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'be" object eflUs searcbJ Catrtain Cooke -cOntinued to stand to 
die westWard, Ut omer to get the weathergage; and soon after
,1VAlL'rl8 tbe .8ibylle pai86ld about two miles to leeward of them. 
At 10 P. M., having brought the three ships sufficiently on her 
.qarter to ,_ble, her·,tll) weather them br going on the other 
'.k, :the Siby1le )il1It atJoot, and, .taking 10 her to,pgallantsails 
...a cOUNes,lkept the autre ship, which, from her superior size 
III1d .Iigbts in _ stenJ, mark.ed her out as the Forte, on her 
ilee .. larDeani bGw.The wa1er was at this time quite smooth, 
. ai6 a light ad 'steady bre&e 'sail blowing from the south
,.ooth-west, 'd the SibyUe,UIlder bertopsails, jib, and spanket·, 
·wa. goiaga\)oUt tWQknots!8.D hOU'l~. At 11 h. 30 m. P. M. the 
,8ibylle MW itbat the tkree'ships were lying to on the starboatd 
iaek,: or.t.Bat on which She was standing. 

k.miUaight, .. en the Sibylle had approached within a mile 
.tit' the Pone, thelatten two ""'8 ofport& (having two gans of 
.... JSide in Iaergmgwa,.;a&1811 ),Iatik. 'space only was observable 
:iIl .. iCeatale ~f the:upperr.ew), lighted up ·as they were, gave 
the ship a very formidable appearance. The Forte then filled, 

.il8ve:hl. stays under tbe Sibylle's lee bow, 'ami, as her larboard 

.... lIegaritoiJear, _red ,six or 'Bet!eIl of. them, 'the instant and 

.pcipal ei"eet ,of _ch was to bring down her opponent's jib. 
WIle :Forte, as she' JJUBed OD, :ired also her after guns, and one of 
!tile prizes.'~ed .beriire';butstill the Sibylle, as:a :proof of the 
jlld~ :0£ her -commander and the steamness of her crew, 
:naserved :her.ofire for is. shorter.and mere effective distance. 

The pafiience . .of .tile latter, however, was pot to no longer a 
"':fIhan until· the Forte. passed ,abaft the beam of their ship; 
1Idieo, at .three 'quatters put midnight, the Sib, lie put her belm 
up, and fired1he 'Wale Ofilertlaihoani broaclsideintotbeForte'6 
stem, atJess ~than pistol-s'het .distance; se close, indeed, that 
..., ,French .ship's'IIpilDkel'"l>oom was scarcely cleared. Lufling 
oqraickly up. the Si.bflle ''\Vu presently close alongside her an
.tagoDist to leewam, and ~poU1'edin a second broadside as well 
.direct_ as the previous :ra::s' ,one. The bearing up of the 
,SibyUe had 'beeIi,so sudden' .. 1Ulexpected, that several of the 
P.one''S larboard orweatftergoUswent off after tihe former bad 
~ to leeward. ' . . 

Thus this furious Dight~tion ,commenced. For. nearly the 
·at hour, 'during whieldhe twoships:Iay broadside to broadside 
.. a distance 'that never ESCeeded point-blank musket-range an. 
..sometimes much nearer, the Forte Teturned. .a spirited, but _toe elevated:and co~ently an,almo~t harmless fire. At 
1 h. 30m. ~~'M.'on the 1st of March, Captain Cooke was mortally 
wounded .by a grape-shot, and the command devolved upoa , 
l.ieutenant '!.ucius Hardyman.. About .ten minutes after Cap
iBin Cooke hall :been.cmried below,Captain Daviesof the army, 
u aide-de-camp of Lord Momington'.s and a volunteer on this 
GOcasim,a, while .eDC01].mging _ the men ,at the quarterdeck gu~ 
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of' some of which he had charge, was killed by a cannon-shot 
that nearly severed his body. At this time the fire from the 
Forte began to slacken, and at 2 h. 30 m. A. 11. entirely 
ceased. 

On this the SibyUe discontinued her fire, and hailed to know 
if her antagonist had struck. Receiving no reply, although the 
ships were still so close that the voices of the Forte's :people 
were distinctly heard, the Sibylle recommenced firing with re
newed vigour. Finding no return, the British frigate a second 
time ceased, and a second time hailed, but again without effect. 
At this moment, perceiving the Forte's rigging filled with men, 
and her topgallantsails loose, as if with the intention of endea
vourins to escape, the Sibylle recommenced her firing for the 
third tIme, and set her ownJoresail and topgallantsails. ,In five 
minutes after this the Forte's mizenmast came down, and in 
another minute or two her fore and main masts and bowsprit. 
The Sibylle ceased firing; her crew gave three cheers; and thus, 
at 2 h. 28 m. A. M., being about two hours and a half from its 
commencement, the action ended. 

The Sibylle immediatel:y dropped her anchor in 17 fathoms, 
and all hands began repainng the rigging and bending new sails. 
At about three P.II. one of the Englisli prisoners on board the 
Forte, finding that the ship was drifting upon the Sibylle, hailed 
the latter to request that a boat might be sent on board, as all 
,theirs had been shot to pieces. Although no doubt existed on 
board the Sibylle, as to the name of the ship of which she had 
made such a wreck, the question was put, and "The French 
frigate Forte," was the answer returned. While possession is 
taking of the prize, we will give some account of the damage and 
loss of the ship"that had so gallantly captured her. 

The Sibyllehad most of her standing, and all her running rig
ging and sails shot to pieces, all her masts and yards, particu
larly the main and mizen masts, and the yards on them, badly 
wounded; but, with all this the SibylIe had only received 
in the hull and upperworks six sho1': one of which; however, 
had dismounted a gun, and another, a 24-ponnder, having en-

_ tered one of the officer's cabins, had shivered to atoms a large 
trunk and a smaller one near it, carried away two legs of a sofa, 
and passed out through the ship's side. 

Before stating the Sibylle's loss of men, it will be necessary 
for us to show what number were on board at the commence
ment of the action. Owing to sickness, the Sibylle's original 
crew, according to a muster taken four days before the action, 
had been reduced to 221 officers and seamen, 10 boys ana nin.e 
marines; and many of these were scarcely well enough to go to 
quarters. To make up the deficiency, the governor-general of 
India sent on board the Sibylle a detachment of the Scotch bri
gade; and some officers and men belonging to the Fox,jnclilding 
.Lieutenant James Hingston Tuckey, also joined the Sibylle out. 
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of a prize which they had brought to Madras; tllul makiag·tlie 
supernumeraries amount to 131, and the total of men and boy& 
on board to 371. Of these the SibyUe had Captain Davies 
(already described as one of the Earl of Momington's aides-de
(lamp), one seaman, one marine, and two soldiers killed, and 
Captain Cooke (mortally), 15 sel-men, and one soldier wounded~ 
total, five killed, and 17 wounded. 

When Lieutenant Ni«holas Manger, third of the Sibylle, with 
his boat's crew, went on board the Forte, the f;!Icene of wreck and 
carnage that presented itself to their view was such, by all ac
count, as no other persons than the actual spectators could form 
an adequate idea. A summary on our part must suffice.' The 
bowsprit had gone close to the figure-head, the foremast one foot 
above the forecastle, the mainmast 18 feet above the quarter
deck, and the mizenmast 10 feet above the poop. As the masts 
had fallen with all the sails set, it was remarked that the three 
topsails were very slightly injured; the Sibylle's shot had taken 
a lower and more fatal direction. All the boats, booms, the 
wheel, capstan; binnacle, and other articles on deck were cut to 
pieces. A- most extraordinary circumstance, too, the forecastle 
bell was pierced by a grape' shot and yet not cracked: it is still, 
we believe, to be seen at Fort-William, Calcutta. 

The Forte's upperworks were lined with cork to prevent splin
ters ; and, for the same purpose, nettings were fixed fore and 
aft, as well on the main deck as on the quarterdeck, forecastle 
and gangways. Another stout netting was spread, like an awn
ing, over the quarterdeck. This is common on board French 
shi~; and, being put up to prevent blocks and other heavy 
articles falling from aloft on the heads of the officers, is appro
priately named "la sauve-wte." The starboard. quarterdeck 
and forecastle bulwarks were comple.tely destroyed; and the 
same side of the Forte, from the bends upwards, was nearly beat 
in. Upwards of 300 round-shot were counted in .her hull; 
several of her guns were dismounted; and, as already men
tioned, her very cables in the tiers were rendered unserviceable~ 

The loss on . board .the Forte may well have been severe. Let 
us first ascertain what number of men she bad on board. It 
aJ»pears that her original crew, including a portion of Malays 
taken on board at Batavia, amounted to 513 men and boys. 
Of this number she had sent away in various prizes, according 
to the account given by her officers, 143: leaving 370 as th~ 
number present in the action. Of these she lost, as appears, 65 
killed, including her captain, first lieutenant, and some other 
officers, and 80 wounded, including also several of her officers: 
of these 80 wounded, many died after suffering amputation. 

The number of prisoners, including the wounded, amounted 
to 305 ; which, with the 65 represented as killed, makes the 370. 
This, we must observe, is more by 10 than the number sworn to 
by the French officers, to entitle the captors to' head-money; 

vo~. 11. 2 B ' . 

Digitized by Google 



LIGHT SQUADRONS AND SINGI.E SHIPS. 

and wbich number, if correct, would -reduce the killed to M~ 
In the present case, however, we are disposed to rely more upon: 
the account that gives 370 as the number on board; because We' 
believe that the officers deposing, if officers at all, were not of a,; 
rank to be entitled to implicit credit, or even to be well infonned~
in a matter of this nature; esp£ciaUy, wbere so-many draughttf 
bad been made from the crew"into prize&, including two a fe",; 
bours only before the action commenced. 

We are not quite cert'ain as to the propriety of coilBidering the 
Forte's two English 24-pounders as part of her broadside-guns. 
We doubt, unless they were of a much shorter pattern· than. COm:' 
mon, whether they could be used otherwise flan' as chase
guns. It ap{>ears, however, that th~ Forte was subsequentt1 
established wIth 30 guns fur her mam deck; hemre we must 
conclude that she had broadside ports:to-fit them.tol 

COMPA.RATIVE PORCE OP THE OOHBATANTIt. 

81BY£I.iB.! J'OllTB.· 
'ft..--.i-'d S No. 24 26 
.u~ e-gans· ...... • .. ···········l" Iba. . 508 60" 
€rew...... ... ... ... ... ... ......... ... No. '871J '. 376: 
Size ............ _ .••••.•. _........... 'IXIDS. lOll : t.tIl" 

Here in point of guns, is a slight superiority Oil. the' part 0' 
the French frigate j' but still: the 188U8 of the' eomba.t it far lesa:: 
surprising than that, after' a close engagement of two houN, the! 
British frigate shollld' have escaped with so trifling 81 lOA. Se
~ causes, we believe, combined to produce. tbi. dispamty in! 
execution. We must consider, in spite of tOme assertions to ~h8' 
contrary, that the Forte' was i'n, an unprepared state when.she 
wore to attack the-Sibylle. Either her peOple mistook the latter; 
in the dark. for an Indiaman, and were only und~eeived when the!
Sibylle's raking broadside laid so many of them low-; or, as SOlBe' 
of the English prisoners ott board afterwards &tated, the French>-: 
men knew the ship advancing to be the Sibylle, but, on accOUIlt' 
of their superiority of force, expected to make of her an easy 
~onquest. --, 

An officer present in'the action, and> whose natnej were we pe1"" 
mitted to use it, would give to his remarks tenfoIa the weiglit 0' 
any thing, we c0Uld offer, has thus accounted' for the bad~ gun
-.ry exhIbited by the Forte'8 men: "'The only good reaeon that 
eau be given for thei, iU-clirected fire- (fer tliey hac! trained ~ 
tillerymen stationed at eyery gun), is that; from bemg al!way .. 
used to elevate their guns for point-blank range-, or about a mile, 
on a level, they never considered that their shot would naturall,. 
paSs over a low object so much nearer tothem~"- To,this may 
undoubtedly be added, the destructive and .ppaUing effects· or. 
the Sibylle's first two broadsides, and tht" earJy {all of the Forte's 
brave captaill and his first lieu~na.ut; a 1088 the more- seasi~ly 
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felt by .her men on account of the absence in prizes of several of 
her oBicers. 
· .For their most excellent gunnery, the greatest credit is due to 
the crew of .the Sibylle; not forgetting their officel'lj, by whose 
practical instructions, constantly applied, they had become such 
proficients. We must not pass over without notice (especially 
u none is taken of them in the gazette-letter) the officers and 
IIleD of the Scotch brigade. These, during the action, were sta
tioned OB the :gangways, quarterdeck, and forecastle; and the 
effects ;of their unremitting fire were ~eenm innumerable bullet
holes alhlong the Forte's .t.Qpsides, and were felt, we doubt not, 
by:many a poor fellow who,as is cU$tomary with the French, 
w8semployed in loading his gun on the outside of the ship. 
· It is singular that the Forte, as far as was oblerved, used no 
musketry in the.action; and although she had on board a va
riety of destructive missiles, such as hand-grenades, langridge, 
and rockets with barbs intended to fix upon and set fire to the 
sails and rigging, they remained unused. In conclusion, we will 
tay, that the action of the Sibylle and Forte was gallantly fought 
on both sidelt, but skilfully fought on one side only; the weaker 
side, and, by the due exercise of that very skill, the one which 
was ultimately-successful. 
· The Forte's stream-anchor (all her bower-cables had been 
(lUt through by shot.),.after it had been let .gQ, fell foul of the 
wreck of the foremast and bow8prit; and Lieutenant Manger 
was obliged, for the safety of the ship, to clear the stream-anchor 
from the wre.ok,which could.only be done by slipping the cable. 
The SibyUenow sent the end of her bower-cable to the prize; 
and the Forte, in the. course of a few.minutes rode by the Si-
bylle's anchQr. ' 

During.·the action the SibyUe had been too much occupied to 
. pay any attention to the Forte's two prizes. At daylight these 
were seen lying to, hull-down to windward. By way of decoy
ing. tbem down, French colours over English were hoisted on 
board the Sibylle, and, upon the stumps of the Forte's mizen
~ast, French colours only. Presently the Mornington bore 
down. On. observing this the Sibylle, who had already repaired 
her ri~ forward where it had been most damaged, and bent 
Dew .-salls,began getting under way; but the few hands l'emain
iog on ,board after having manned the Forte being greatly 
fatigued, as well with their last night's hard work in :makini 
the latter their prize as with the.loss of rest from having slept 
nowhere but at their quarters since their departure from Madras, 
were a longer time than usual'in performing their task. In the 
~ean time.the'l'~omington, ~av}ng:arrivedwithin long gun-shot, 
dIscovered her mistake, she Immediately taocked and stood a\vay, 
1Jnder.aheavy press.of sail, to rejoin the Endeavour, to whom 
Ue made .-signals.apprizing her of the danger. Lying directly 
CJ). ,th~ Wellther ~ of .the .F()l'U;, the Sibylle wa~ delJ&yed.sQJDe 
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minutes in making s.!1il. At length she cleared her prize, and 
set all sail on her fore and mizen masts, but very little upon her 
mainmast on account of its wound~. No sooner was the mizen 
topsail full, than the cross-jack yard went. Hence, after about 
an hour's chase, and the discbarge of a few shots from her bow
guns, the 8ibylle was obliged to return without success to her 
ancborage near the Forte. . 

The two frigates remained at anchor off the Sandheads, until 
the Sibylle had finished and secured her masts, and the Forte 
rigged herself jury-ones. This occupied two or three days: at 
the end of which time the Sibylle, taking the Forte in tow, 
steered towards Calcutta. On arriving there, the Forte was 
added to the British navy as a 44-gun frigate, established with 
thirty long 24-pounders on the main deck, and twenty 32-
pounder carronades and two long 12-pounders.on the quarter
deck and forecastle, total 52 guns; and the command of her 
was given, pro tempore, to Lieutenant Hardyman (promoted to 
commander on the occasion), who had 80 gallantly fougbt the 
action after his captain had been carried below. It being in 
our power to give the names of tbe other commissioned officers 
present in this very gallant action, we gladly state that James 
G. Vashon was the second lieutenant, and James Douglas, the 
master. The names of the first and tbird lieutenants, and also 
of tbe volunteer lieutenant from the Fox, have already appeared. 
No marine'officer was on board. . 

Some of the published accounts having represented the Forte's 
quarterdeck and forecastle guns as "l2-pounderil," we here 
subjoin the weight, in French and English pounds, of every 
nature of gun which the ship had on board. '. 

Pr. wt. Bog. wt. 
lb.. ewe. ,No Iba. 

Long 24-pounder, iron ••••• 6240 = 51 1 0 
.. 8-pounder,.. • •••• 3150 = 25 3 14 

Car. 3S-pounder, brass • • • •• 802 = 6 2 10 

The loss of the Forte by shipwreck, before she was brought 
to a port of England, and properly surveyed and measured, 
prevents us from giving a very accurate account of her principal 
dimensions, as well as of establishing some other doubtful facts 
concerning ber. With such materials as we have, we present 
t~e following as ·the relative length and breadth of the two. 
fngates: 

t.agtb of Extreme 
"weell deeR ,breaclch. 
,.........-A--- ,.........-A---

It. Ill. It. ill. 
SibyUe • • • • • • • • • • •• 154 3 40 11-
Forte ••.••••••••• 170 0 43 3 

Berore we take our final leave of this action, we must offer a 
remark or two upon the aecount given of it by a contemporary. 
That account, to be sure, is contained in a very few lines; but 
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still, upon ODe who has read the preceding accounts in the work, 
and who may not be otherwise informed as to the merits of this 
particular action, it is calculated to produce very erroneous im
pressions. "La Forte, a French frigate of the largest class, 
was captured on the 28th of February, by his majestY's ship 
La Sibylle, of forty-four guns, commanded by Captain Edward 
Cooke."· 

Now, nearly all the French I8-pounder frigates, whose cap
ture is noticed in the same work, are represented as frigates " of 
the largest class," or "of the first class," wnich amounts to the 
same; while the two captured :French 24-pounder fligates, the 
Pomone aDd Immortallte, have the calibers of their guns care
fully expressed. Hence, why may not the reader infer, that the 
Forte was an IS-pounder frigate, similar, for instance, to the Vir
ginie, "one of the finest frigates in the French navy."t On 
the other hand, as all British frigates, agreeing in their real foree 
with the Sibylle, are described as "of thirty-eight guns," who 
but would imagine, that the Sibylle, declared to be "of forty
four guns," was a frigate of a higher class, and consequently of 
a greater force, than they were 1 

Captain Cooke's principal wound was not merely a mortal, 
but a most painful one. It was occasioned by a large-sised 
grape-shot, which,·afterlassing through the Besh on the inside 
of the arm, had entere the side and came out near the spine. 
His other arm and his breast were also wounded. . After lin
gering at Calcutta until the 25th of the ensuing May, this 
active and enterprising officer (see his proceedings at Toulon 
and Manilla) died, how generally·lamented it would be super
Buous to add. He was buried with the highest military honours, 
and a monument was erected to his memory by the honourable 
court of East India directors. After Captain Cooke's death, 
Captain Hardyman continued in command of the Forte, and 
was made post on the 27th of January, 1800. 

On the 18th of March, at daylight, the Isle of Bas, bearing 
south-east distant nine leagues, the British hired the atDled brig 
Telegraph, of 14 carronades, IS-pounders, and two long sixes, 
with sixty men and' boys, commanded by Lieutenant James 
Andrew Worth, discovered about two miles on her lee bow, the 
French privateer-brig HirondeIle, of 16 guns (8 and 6 pounders) 
and 72 men on board, out of a complement of 89. The Hiron
delle immediately tacked, and stood towards the Tel~graph. 
At 7 h. 30 m. A.. M., the two brigs, having got close alongside 
each other, commenced a spirited cannonade. ,During the pro
gress of the action, each vessel vainly tried, several times, to 
board the other. At length, after the struggle had continued 
three hours and a half; and when, having had all her'rigging 
shot away, she was in an unmanageable state, the Hirondelle 
struck her colours. 

• Bnmtou, voL u., p. 17S. t Ibid., Tol i., p. 897. 
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. 'The Telewaph had five men wounded; the .Hirondelle Rye 
killed, and 14 wounded. In this close engagement the carron
ades of the Telegraph produced their full effect. and Lieutenant 
Worth, who was promoted to the rank of commander on ·the 
occasion, Mr. George Gibbs, ~e master, and the remainderd 
the British officers and crew, conducted themselves in a vfrY 
creditable manner; nor, considering tbe obsiinate defence thq 
made, can much less be said of tbe offi.cers and men of ·the 
lIirondelle •. 

On the 30th of .March tbe British 36-gun frigate Trent, 
Captain Robert Waller Otway, while cruising, _in company with 
the 12-gun cutter Sparrow, LIeutenant John Wiley, off the west 
end of the island of Porto-Rico, discovered, in a small bay 
about seven leagues to the northward of Cape Rom, a Spanish 
mercbant ship and three schooners at anChor in shoal water. 
close to the shore, and under the protection of a5-gun battery. 
Captain Otway immediately despatcbed the ooats of the ship, 
eommanded by Lieutenants N atbaniel Belcbier and George Bal
deraton, and Lieutenant George .M 'Gie of the marines, and. 
covered by the Sparrow, to attempt cutting tbem out. A party 
of marines under Lieutenant M'Gie, and of seamen under Lieu
'tenant Belchier, landed and stormed the battery; which, aft« 
killing five and wounding several of the Spaniards stationed.at 
it, they carried. While the British on shore were eng'-a~d in 
spiking tbe guns and destroying the battery, those ill the boats, 
led by Lieutenant Balderston, and greatly assisted. by the .fire 
:&om the Sparrow, boarded and brought off the ship and one out 

• ef the three schooners, two .of wbich had been scuttled by.the 
Spaniards. This creditable exploit was effected with no greaiel' 
loss to the British than two seamen and one.corporal of mar m. 
wounded. 

On the 9th of April, early in the moming, the British 18-
pounder 36-gun frigate San-Fiorenzo, Captain.Sir Harry Nea1e, 
and 3B-gun frigate Amelia, Captain the Honourable Charles 
Berbert, having reconnoitred two French frigates at anchOT in 
the port of Lorient, stood towards Belle-Iale. As the British 
approached, some vessels were seen at anchor.in .the great road, 
aut, being under the land, were not distinguishabJeuntil the 
frigates had run the whole length of the . island; .when the 
strangera were at once seen to be three French frigates and a 
large cutter gun-vessel, having their topsail yards hoisted ready 
for a start. At this instant, which was just at 9 A.M.,.a sudden 
and heavy squa11 of wind from the north·west carried away the 
Amelia1s main topmast, and fore and mien topgallantmasts ; the 
topmast, in its fall, tearing a great part of the mainsail fromtbe 
yard. . 
., :80 .fine an opportunity was not lost upon the French com
modore; whose three frigates, the Cornelie, 'Veapaee, .ad 
semill~,~roppiqg:ih~r topsails, got ;Wlder.1W8.J.&wI; a.ccom-
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pamed 1)1 the gun-vessel, made sail in line ahead towards the 
two· British frigates. The San,.Fiorenzo immediately made tba 
aignal to ~ for battle; and, followed by the Amelia, stood
on to meet the· French. After the San-Fiorenzo bad shortenec:i 
sail to keep company with her disabled consort, the two f~ 
gates· bore up in: elose order, preserving the weathe~. The 
ComBie, Vengeance, Semillante, and gun-vessel now tacked to 
engage, a~· at 10 h. 10 m. A: M. opened their bro~dsides upo&' 
the San-Florenzo and' Amelia; who promptly retumed the 
1ire~ 

In this manuer the action commenced, a bat~ on Hmdic 
rocks occasionally: joining in the cannonade. So disinclined 
were the· French to a elose combat, that the British: had. to bear 
up three times- in order to be within gun-shot. At length, at 
abGofl 1 h. 6 m. P. M., the three French frigates, two of which ap
peared to be much crippled, wore, and, followed .by the gua-. 
"YeSSel, e1fected their escape; the frigates bearing up for the. 
mer Loire, and the gun-vessel returning to Belle-Isle. . 

In this one hour and. 65 minutes' engagement, the San-, 
Piorenzo had- all her lower masts. wQunded, and her spankep.. 
"boom, and most of her starboal'dshrouds and running rigging .. 
shot away. The Amelia's damages by the enemy's shot were; 
nearly to the. same extent; but she was in -a more disabled state 
1lhan the S1m. .. Fiorenzo, in consequence of the previous loss o£ 
hett main topmast and fore and mizen topgallantmasts. The San
Fiorenzo, out of a complement of 271 men and boys. had one 
seaman killed and 18 seamen wounded, two of them dangerously ;
the Amelia, aut of her net complement of 281 men and boys,. one: 
midshipman (Mr. Bayley) and one seaman killed, and 17 seamea 
wounded, one of them. dangerously. . 

A FreJlCh brig, which the San-Fiorenzo eaptured on the even
ing- of the action, ana which. had jus! quitted the Loire, repre
sented the loss OD. bcmd the French frigates as particularly 
severe~; anci that tile commodore's ship alone,. the Comelie, hadJ 

. upwards of 100 metL killed and wounded,. including among the 
latter, the commodore himself. According to a paragraph . iD 
the Moniteur, Captain Caro of the Venge8J1Ce was mortally. 
wounded, and the loss of the Semillu.te inclnded. 16 men killed. 

Without reeko~ng, the ~n-vessel, or the b~ry OD Htedic· 
roclts, there was,. m thiS action between two Bntish IS-pounder 
mgates and twG French IS-pounder and 0ne 12-poumdel' frigate,. 
~nd: whoie aggregate crews alone must have· amounted to very 

. few short of 1000 men,· a sufficient disparity of force to excite; 
~rise at the abandonmelilt of the contest by the French ships~ 
The la,tter were met byibe En~lish ships almost within the ja.ws( 
of their own port : the French commodore, therefore, had no 
interference to drewl. and in the evet;lt. of success, might have. 
harboured his prizes before the sun had even set upon hi& 
nctory. 
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The comparatively heavy metal of the three British rases, 
Anson, Indefatigable, and Magnanime, invested them with such 
powers of ubiquity, that every British single-decked ship larger 
than a sloop, seen or encountered along the French coast, was 
pronounced "unvaisseau rase." As the difference in size be
tween the Amelia and San-Fiorenzo (two French frigates origin
ally, one the Proserpine, the other the Minerve) was only ~7 tons, 
we are at a loss to conceive to which of tbe two the Moniteur 
meant to apply the wondefooworking designation. At all events, 
wbatever may be thought of the conduct of the French commo
dore, there can be but one opinion, among those acquainted with 
the facts, as to the gallant behaviour, and the (let the French 
themselves speak to that) well-directed fire, of Captains Neale 
and Herbert, and their respective officers and ships' companies. 

On the 13th of April, tIie east end of Jamaica bearin~ south
south-west distant 25 leagues, the British 14-gun bng-sloop 
Amaranthe (12 carronades, 24-J>ounders, and two light long 
guns), Captain Francis Vesey, after a long chase came up witli 
and engaged, nearly within pistol-shot, the French schooner 
letter-of-marq ue V engeur, of SIX 4-pounders; and the latter, not
withstanding her great inferiority of force, fougbt for one hour 
and eight minutes. . 

The Amaranthe, out of a crew of 86 men and boys, had one 
quartermaster killed, and three seamen slightly wounded; and 
the Vengeur, out of a crew of 36, including passengers, 14 men: 
killed and five wounded, one of them mortally .. The schooner 
was from San-Jago de Cuba bound to Jeremie, with a cargo of 
Bour. The noble defence, made by her officers, crew, and pas
sengers, was worthy of every praise, and to the credit of Cap-
tain Vesey, did not pass unnoticed by him. . 

On the 4th of May the British IO-gun polacre Fortune, com
manded by Lieutenant Lems Davis, in company with the Dame
de-Grace, a prize gun-boat, sailed from the bay of Acre, havi~ 
been ordered' by Sir Sidney Smith, of the Tigre, to cruise' for 

.three weeks on the coast of Syria, in order to cut offany·sup
plies that might arrive from Alexandria for the use of the French 
army before Acre. On the 8th, at 3 A.. M., when about four 
miles from the shore near Jaffa, the Fortune and gun-boat fell 
in with Rear-admiral Perrec's squadron, of three frip,tes and 
two brigs. At daybreak one of the latter, the Salamine, display
ing a British red ensign,' ran alongside of the Fortune. Lieute
nant Davis bailed her, and was answered with a broadside and 
.~ volley of musketry; after which tbe 'Salamine hauled down 
the British, and hoisted French colours. The Fortune. promptly 
returned the salute, and a smart conflict ensued. 

At 6 A.. M. all the cartridges, and the greater part of tbe sbots, 
-of the Fortune were expended, three of her guns dismounted, 
~ her masts, yards, and rigging cut to pieces •. While she was 
in this utterly defenceless state, the Salamine came close UpOIl 
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her larboard quarter with intent to board; whereupon the For
tune, seeing the three frigates also approaching, struck her 
pendant; her colours, having just been shot away the third 
time, were already down. 

The Fortune's guns were French 4 and 3 pounde~, all in bad 
condition, and her crew amounted to 28; of whom she had two 
seamen killed, and her commander and three seamen wounded. 
The Salamine mounted 16 long French 6-pounders, with a crew. 
of 126 men. What loss or damage, if any, the Salamine sus
tained does not appear. The gun-boat also fell into the hands 
of M. Perree, wlio immediately scuttled and sank both his 
prizes. 

The Fortune had been captured on the 11th ofthe preceding 
August by the Swiftsure 74. She was then called, by mistake, 
a corvette of 18 guns. The Fortune, in fact, was a mere shell 
of a vessel, and measured only 150 tons; while the Salami ne, 
which was afterwards in the British service, was a regular man
of-war brig, and measured 240 tons. Considering the very great 
disparity of force, the defence of the Fortune was highly credit
able to her commander and crew. 

. On the 12th of May, in the morning, the British hired armed 
cutter Courier, of twelve 4-pounders and 40 men, commanded by 
Lieutenant Thomas Searle, while on her way from Yarmouth 
roads, to join the Latona frigate off the Texel, discovered an 
armed brig about eight or nine leagues offWinterton, in the act 
of capturing a merchant sloop. The Courier immediatel~ made 
sail, and at 1 h. 30 m. P. M., brought to close action a French 
privateer of 16 guns: The two vessels continued en~ed at 
close quarters for an hour and 40 minutes; when the bng, being 
the better sailer, and having the advantage of the wind, effected 
her escape. The Courier continued in cliase until midnight; at 

. which tIme, the weather becoming thick, she lost sight of her 
. adversary. The Courier had five men wounded. The obvious 

damages received by the brig, whose guns were afterwards ascer
tainea to have been 6 and 8 pounders, indicated that her loss 
was far more severe than tlie cutter's. A French lugger
privateer la, to leeward during the whole of the action, but 
evinced no JDclination to interfere. 

On the 13th, at daylight, Lieutenant Searle saw a sail in the 
north-east, which he at first judged to be his old opponent; but, 
the vessel, as the Courier' neared her in chase, proyed to be 
schooner-rigged. At 8 A. H. the cutter arrived up with, and 
without any resistance captured, the French privateer-schooner 
Ribotteur, of four (originally six) 3-pounders and 26 men; a 
consort, as it turned out, of the brig which Lieutenant Searle, 
with so much gallantry and effect, haa engaged the day before. 

On the 9th of June, the British 12-pounder, 3~n frigate, 
Success, Captain Shuldham Peard, chased a Spamsh polacre 
into the hartiour of La Selva, a small port about two leagues to 

TOLoIl. 2 0 
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the northward of Cape Creux. There being no appearance of 
batteries to defend the harbour, and the weather being favour
able, Captain Peard detached 42 officers and men in three of 
the frigate's boats, under the command of Lieutenant Philip 
Facey in· the barge, assisted by Lieutenant Gustavus Stupart in 
the launch, and Lieutenant John Davison, of the marines, in the 
cutterJ to endeavour to bring out the polacre; with instructions, 
however, to Lieutenant Facey to return, should he find any 
opposition of eonsequence. . 

Notwithstanding that the polacre, which was the BelIa
Aurora, from Genoa bound to Bareelopa, laden with cotton, 
silk, and rice, mounted 10 carriage-guns, 8 and 6 poundersJ 

had on board a crew of 113 men, and was surrounded with a 
boarding-netting, and supported by a small battery, and by a 
large hody of men at s!Dall-arms OD the shore, Lieutenant Facey 
(himself the first on the enemy's deck), and the 41 officers and 
men under his command, gallantly carried and brought out the 
vessel. -

This bold and well-conducted enterprise was not, however~ 
performed without so serious a loss to the British, as four sea
men killed and mortally wounded, and Lieutenant Stupart and 
eight seamen badly wounded. For the firmness and bright 
example he had shown on this trying occasion, Lieutewmt 
Facey, a. few months afterwards, was deservedly promoted to 
the rank of commander. 

On the 22d of June, latitude 38° 50' north, longitude 31° 
west, the British IS-pounder 32-gun frigate Alcmene, Captain 
Henry Digby, discovered a stnwge ship boarding an American 
vessel, and was soon afterwards informed by the lattel"· that the 
ship, then about two leagues distantJ was a French privateer. 
The Alcmene immediately proceeded in chase, and by great 
exertions, succeeded during the night, in spite of calms and light 
winds, in getting round the island of Corvo. 

On the 23d, at daybreak, the privateer again made her ap
pearance, to-wing and sweeping to the westward with all her 
strength. The chase continued, in this slow ~anner, during 
the whol~ Qf that and the two succeeding days, on one of which 
the Alcmene passed an English convoy of 40 vessellil, in charge, 
of two brig~sloops, bound to Lisbon. At length a breeze sprang 
up from the northward, which, by 6 A.1II. on. the 26th, brought
the Alcmepe within gQDshot of the privateer. 

A running fight now commenced, and continued, but without, 
as it appears, any loss 01' important damage on either side, until 
about 7 A. M.; when, in latitude 39° 23' north, lon~tude 33° 
west, the French privateer Courageux, of Bordeaux, mounting 
28 gune, described as 12 and 9 pounders, but more likely 8 and 
6 pounders, with a complement of 253 men, commanded by 
Captain Jean, Barnard, struck her colours. 

On the 18th of the succeeding month, havWg received in-
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formation from. the British }ngge .... privateer Phamix. Captain 
Hammond, 'Pelonging to Jersey, of several vessels being in the 
port of Vivero, on the north-west coast of Spain, the Alcmene, 
at sunset, stood into the harbour, and, running between two. 
Spanish ve.sel~ distant from each other about 500 yards, sent 
Lieutenants Charles Gay ton Warren and William Sandford 
Oliver, with armed parties to board them; a service which these 

" officers exeeuted in a spirited and becoming manner. 
One of the prizes was the Felicidad, a ship between 700 and 

600 tons, "pterced tOr 22 guns," but, we believe, mounting 
none, and laden with a cargo of hemp, lower masts, and ship
timber, boUBd to the arsenal at Ferrol: the other prize was the 
Bisano~ a brig of "400 tons," also unarmed, and laden with 
ship-timber and iron, for the same destination. 

As soon as tbe prizes began to get undet" sail, two forts and a 
detacbed gun opened upon them and the frigate; but thesmoke 
from the gUM of the Alcmene, and the gathering shades of night, 
prevented the enemy from directing his guns With effect. Thns 
favoured, and assisted, also, by the Phcenix lugger, wbose com
mander had gallantly followed the Alemene into the harbour, 
the two prizes were brought safe ofi' without, as far as the ae
counts go, the slightest casualty to any of the parties con-
cerned. . . 

On tb.e 9th of August tbe British 14.gun brig-sloop Speedy 
(4-pounders, with 80 men and boys), Captain Jahleel Brenton, 
and 14-gnn brig.privateer Defender, of Gibraltar, gave chase to 
three Spanish armed vessels, one of four 6-pounders, another of 
six, and the third of ten, 8 and 6 pounders; all of which ran for 
shelter into a small sa.ndy bay, about five leagues to the east-

. ward of Cape de Gata. There they moored themselves in a close 
line, within a boat's length of the beacb. The two brigs soon 
opened their fire, and engaged the Spaniards for an hour and 
three quarters, under sail, beIng unable to get soundings, although 
not more than a cable's lenl{1;h distanrfrom the rocks. ' 

Finding that to keep under sail and in motion. was giving all 
advan~ to the enemy, the Speedy pushed fOl' and obtained an 
anchorage, within pistol.ahot of the centre vessel. . The De .. 
fender, meanwhile, having but 22 men of her crew on board, 
had stood ont to meet one of her boats in the offing. . After 
three quarters of un hour's cannonade by the Speedy, the Spanish 
crews took to their boats, having first cut the cables of two of 
their vessels, ~hich, in cOllSequen~ drove on shore. .These 
and the vessel still afloat were, however. brought oft' by the 
Speedy's boa~ and that under a constant fire of musketry from 
the hills ... In this well·conducted little enterprise, the Speedy 
had two seamen wounded, and the Defender one, but n,either 
dangerously. On board the Spanish vessels two dead men were 
found. The wOUDded, if any, must have been carried on shore •. 

On the 11th of August the British }6-g81lshi~sloop Pylades, 
. 2c2 
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Cap~n Adam M'Kenzie, 16-gun brig-sloop Espi~le, . Captain 
James Boorder, and 10-gun hired cutter Courier, Lieutenant 
Thomas Searle, part of a l~ht squadron under Captain Frank. 
Sotheron, of the 38-gun frigate Latona, cruising oft' the coast of 
Holland, proceeded to attack the late British gun-bri~ Crash, 
which lay moored in a narrow passage between the Island of 
Schiermonikoog and the main land of Groningen. The Courier, 
working fastest to windward, was sent ahead, and, in a very 
gaIlant manner, commenced engafPng the Crash, whose force 
was 12 carronades, consisting of eight 18, two 24, and two 32 
pounders, with a crew of 60 men. . 

Having frequently not two feet of water more th~ they drew, 
with the 'wind right down the channel, and only room for either, 
in tacking, to go twice her length, the Pylades and Espi~gle 
found a very difficult navigation. At Jength they arrived witliin 
pistol-shot of the Crash, and, in conjunction With the Courier. 
opened a heavy fire upon her. . It was not, however, until she 
had sustained that fire for nearly 50 minutes, that the Crash 
struck her colours. 

The Pylades and Espiegle were greatly ,damaged in their rig
ging and yards. The latter, as well as the Courier, escaped 
without any loss; but the Pylades had one seamen killed and 
two wounded. Although Captains M'Kenzie and Boorder each 
wrote an offiCial letter ori the subject of this action, and concur 
in representing the long and obstinate defence made by the 
Crash, they neither mention her loss, which must have been 
severe, nor the name of the officer who had fought so bravely 
a~inst a force so decidedly superior. 

Previously to the attack of the Crash, the boats of Captain 
Sotheron's two frigates, and of the Pylades and Espiegle, had 
been sent to cut out an armed schooner that lay to the eastward 
of a sand, and could not be otherwise approached. The schooner 
ran herself on shore, and opened a heavy 1ire on the boats, by 
which one man was killed. The boats then returned to their 
ships. 

On the 12th, at 3 P.ll., having fitted out the Crash, and 
armed ~ schuyt, which the boats had recently cut out, with two 
12- pounder carronades, also the launches of the Latona and 
Pylades each with one, Captain M'Kenzie despatched, them, 
accompanied by all the other boats of the ships, some armed 
with swivels, others only with small-arms, under the orderS of 
Lieutenant James Slade, first of the Latona, assisted by lieu
tenant Salusbury Pryce Humphreys, who commanded theschuyt, 
to attack the Dutch schooner Vengeance, of six guns, two of 
them long 24-pounders, and a large row-boat, both moored 
lUlder a battery of four long 12 and two brass 4 pounders, on 
the island of Schiermonikoog. The Courier was to have cov~red 
the boats in their advance, but grounded, and was with. diffi
culty saved. The Crash, Undaunted (the schuyt's new name), 
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and the boats, then went on, until the latter grounded within 
half pistol-shot of, and under a heavy fire from, the schooner 
and battery. 

Having placed their small-craft as advantageously as they 
could, the British immediately opened a smart fi~ in return. 
This soon drove the people from tbe battery; and the crew of 
the schooner, just as some of the boats were about to board her, 
ran on shore, having previously set fire to their vessel so effec
tually that it could not be extinguished. Some of the British 
then landed; and, of the six guns on the battery, spiked 
the four iron 12-pounders, and brought off the two brass 4-
pounder field-pieces. They afterwards took possession of the 
row-boat, and of the 12 schuyts that were lyinG' near her. The 
whole service was executed without the loss o~ a ·man on the 
British side; nor could it be discovered that any loss of lives 
had been sustained by the Dutchmen. 

The Crash, it appears, drawing too much water, had, as well 
as the Courier, grounded so far from the shore as to be of little 
service in co-operating with the boats; but the Undaunted suc
ceeded in getting alongside of the Dutch schooner soon after, as 
already related, the crew hadahandoned and set fire to her. 
The tide, however, was so rapid, that the Undaunted could not 
hold OD, and the roundness of the sides of the two vessels pre
vented Lieutenant Humphreys from springing on board. "He 
therefore seized a rope, and, leaping into the sea, attempted to 
reach the schooner for the purpose of attaching it to her, "ut 
soon found he had no chance against the tide, and was conse
quentlyobliged to be hauled back to the Undaunted. Fortunate 
for him was this failure; for, scal'cely had he obtained a footing 
on his own deck, when an explosion took place on board the 
Vengeance, by which she was blown to atoms."· . 

On the 20th of August, at 8 h. 30 m. A. M., Cordovan light
house bearing east by south distant six or seven le~O'Ues; the 
British 38-gun frigate Clyde, Captain Charles Cunningham, 
havin~ with the wind to the northward just worked off from re- . 
connoltring the port of Rocheforte, descried two sail in the south
west. The Clyde immediately gave chase, and at 11 A.M. made 
them out to be enemy's cruisers standing towards her. At half 
an hour after noon the strangers, having then approached within 
two miles of the Clyde, bore up and made sail, each going away 
large on a different tack. The Clyde, selecting the one that ap
peared the more formidable of the two, crowded s~il in PUrsUit. 
At 1 h. 30 m. P. H., having arrived within gun-shot, the Clyde 
hoisted her colours and fired a gun; whereupon the French 36-
gun frigate Vestale (the Terpsichore's old opponent), Captain 
Mayor-Michel-Pierre Gaspard, hoisted her colours, and answered ' 
with a broadside the gun which had been fired by the Clyde. 

• MarsbalJ, voL. ii., p. 285. 
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A warm engagement, during which the Vestale made several 
skilful manmuvres, now ensued, and continued, without inter
missiQn, for one hour and fifty minutes; when the French 
frigate, having had all three masts badly wounded, her rigging 
and sails cut to pieces, and her hull, both above and below her 
water-line, :eierced with shot in several places, hauled. down her 
Bag to the Clyde; whose principal damages were confined to 
her rigging and sails. The Vestale's consort, which was the 
French 20-gun corvette Sagesse, was in sight in-shore during the 
whole of the action. ' 

The Clyde, out of her net complement of 281 men and boys, 
had a quartermaster and one prIvate marine killed, and three 
seamen wounded. The Vestale, although her established com
plement was at least 275, had on board, when the action com
menced, no more than 230 men. Of these the French frigate 
lost 10 seamen and marines killed, and two officers and 20 sea
men and marines wounded; one officer and several seamen after
wards died of their wounds. 

If the Sagesse withdrew owing, not to the defection of her 
own, but to the command of the Vestale's captain, the latte1' 
must have formed a very erroneous judgment of the relative 
stzerigth of himself and his opponent. The Clyde would not 
have been overmatched, nor wou1d Captain Cunningham have 
declined fighting, had the two French ships united their strength 
against him. . 

The comparative force of the two combatants has already 
appeared in that of the Revolutionnaire and Unite.. The Sea
horse and Sensible were also similarly matched. CiJ'cumstanced 
therefore as he wa~, Captain Gaspard behaved with commend
able gallantry, and, as well as his officers and crew, merited the 
most honourable acquittal for the loss of the Vestale. Nor 
could the French captain have a better witness in his favour 
than-Captain Cunningham; who, in his modestly-written offi
cial letter, passes a very high encomium on the behaviour of 
his antagonist. . 

Having secured his prize, Captain Cunningham directed his 
attention towards her late consort; but, availing herself of the 
Vicinity of the Gironde, the Sage8!Je had already effected her 
escape. Althougb a fine frigate of 946 tons, the Vestale, in her 
two rough encounters, first with the Terpsichore, and now with 
the Clyde, had received too much inj~ to be repaired with 
adyantage. The captured frigate, therefore, was not pU1'chased 
for the use of the British navy. Since the capture of the Re-
1lD~n . by the Crescent, and of the U-;nte by the R~volution
D8lre, It had not been customary to kmght the captains of 18-
pounder frigates for their success over the 12-pounder frigates 
of the enemy. Hence Captain Cunningham W88 not so ~ 

• See voL i., p. 822. 
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wa,rcled; but the Clyde's first lieutenant, Alexander Robert 
Kerr, and who, it will be recollected, lost an eye when second 
lieutenant of the Boston in her action with the Embuscade, was 
made a commander. 
. There is a proverb as old as the hills, which tel115 us, in meaning 
if not in words, that an indiscreet friend is often more injurious than 
an avowed enemy. This is completely exemplified in the notice 
taken by Vice-admiral Lol'<i Keith of Captain Cunningham's ex
ploit in capturing the Vestale. His lordship. wrote thus to the 
admiralty on the occasion: "I have the honour to enclose for 
their lordships' information, a letter from Captain Cunningham, 
of H. M. S. Clyde, containing an account of one of the most 
,brilliant transactions which have oecurred during the course of 
the war; he having with great gallantry pursued two French 
frigates; one of which he nai captured, and driven the other 
into port." 

The lords of the admiralty, acting wisely, refrained from {>ub
lishing this letter; but a biographical writer 'has since obtamed 
a copy of it, and has, he must excuse us for· saying, with less 
than his usual discrimination, inserted it . in liis work, with the 
following additional information: "His late majesty was at one 
of the theatres, when an account of the above 'eVent was brought 
to him. He immediately stood up in his box, 'land commanded 
the news to be communicated to the audienc~ "when 'Rule 
Britannia' was loudly called for from every P41rt of the house, 
and performed with reiterated applause.". ' ' 

Before taking our final leave of this act.ion, we deem it but 
just to set right another contemporary, in his account of the 
foree of the Sagesse. " When the Vestale was first discovered," 
says Captain Brenton, "her consort of e'lual force was witlt 
her."t Let us first make it clear, that CaptalD Cunllingham was 
no party to this exaggeration. His words are, " Her consort, 
the Sagesse, of 30 guns." It so happened, that the British 
afterwards eaptured this very Sagesse; and she was then found 
to mount 20 French 8-pounders on the main deck, and eight 
4-pounders 'on the quarterdeck and forecastle. Even this was. 
a greater force than the ship, from her size, could eonveniently 
carry; for she measured only 481 tons, or about half as much 
as the Vestale. 

Our contemporary will be further obliged to us for correcting 
him in a mistake respecting the tonnage of the Clyde. He says, 
~l. i., p.44, "This class (that of the Arethusa) was soon after 
succeeded by a larger, such as the Artois, Diamond, Diana, 
Seahorse, and Apollo; these were thirty-eight gun frigates of 
<eleven hundred tons!' Now, not one of these five frigates (a 
'Sixth, the Jason, has been omitted) measured more than 998 
tons. The Clyde and Tarnar, built of fir in the year 1796, wer& 

• JrIarshall, vol. ii., p. SO. t Brenton, vol. it, p. 881. 
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from the same draught: the first measured 1002, and the second 
999 tons. 
. On the 25th of August, in the evening, the British 3S-gun 
frigate Tamar, Captain Thomas Westem~ being off the island of 
Surinam, discovered and gave chase to the French 28-gun 
frigate (" corvette de 24 canons") Republicaine, Captain Pierre
Marie Le Bosec; but the latter, getting into shoal water, where 
the former, in the darkness of the night, could not follow her, 
effected her escape. Soon after daylight, however, when about 
four leagues to the westward of "Orange," the Tamar descried 
her preceding night's acquaintance in the west - north - west. 
Chase was instantly given; but, owing to the excellent sailing . 
.()f the French ship, it took the British frigate until 5 b. 30 m. 
P. H. before she could get fairly alongside of ber opponent. An 
animated fire then commenced; and, after a close action of 
about ten minutes' duration, in which the Republicaine was re-
.duced to a mere wreck, tbe latter struck her colours to the 
Tamar, whose damages were confined to her rigging and sails. 

The Tamar, out of a complement of 281 men and boys, came 
off with the triBing loss of two seamen wounded; but the loss 
.of the Republicaine, who, having manned two American prizes, 
bad on board only 175 men and boys out of a complement of 
220, amounted to nine killed and 12 wounded. 

Of tbe Tamar it is sufficient to Sl1Y that she was a sister 
frigate to the Clyde, and armed like ber, with 46 guns. The Re
publicaine, a sblI>. of 580 tons, was precisely of tbe same class as 
tbe Tourterelle, Baionnaise, and several otbers named in this 
.work. Her guns were 24 long 8-pounders on the main deck, 
-and eight brass 3B-pounder carronades on the quarterdeck and 
forecastle. 

A most decided disparity of force, therefore, existed between 
these combatants; and it was rendered still more so by the 
circumstance that the Republicaine's eigbt brass carronades, 
from their ill-construction and awkward mode of mountins-, 
,could not be used with any effect. A similar complaint, it IS 

true, bas been urged against all the French carronades employed 
~uring the war of 1793; but, in no other case than the present, 
did tb.ey form so large a portion of the armament. Captain De 
Bosec, consequently, made quite as creditable a defence as bis 
very inferior force would permit. Tbe Republicaine, owing 
probably to her age and the cost it would take to repair her 
damages, was not· added to the British navy: indeed, there 
already belonged to it too many" frigates" of her insignificant 

-class. 
On the 9th of September the British ship-sloops Arrow, of 

twentreight 32-pounder carronades, 24 or them on a Bush 
deck, Captain Nathaniel Portlock, and Wolverine, of 13 guns, 

• For some account of this extraordinary sloop and her sister-vftlSel, the 
Dart, see Dote ~ to Annual Abstract, No. 4. . 
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already particularized,. Captain William Bolton, parted com
pany from Vice - admiral Mitchell's squadron, stationed near 
the Vlieter, in quest of a Batavian republican ship and brig, 
of which intelligence bad just been received. On the same 
evening, as soon as the ebb tide commenced, the two sloops 
anchored abreast of the Texel. At the return of Bood they got 
under way; and, in the afternoon of the following day, the 10th, 
when the tide again ebbed, they anchored on the edge of the 
Back or Bat, abreast of Wieringen. Here it became necessary 
to lighten the Arrow from 12 feet eight inches to 12 feet. That 
. done, the two sloops, on the 11th, stood over the Back, carrying 
shoal water from one side to the other. 

On the morning of the 12th they again weighed, and as 
they approached the Vlie-island, saw a ship and brig at anchor 
in the narrow passage leading from· that Island to Harlingen. 
These, as the British ships advanced, displayed Batavian re
publican colours, and were evidently vessels of some force. The 
Arrow and Wolverine, having the British and the ancient Dutch 
colours Bying together, stood direct for the enemy; and, when 
within half gun-shot of the brig, which was the nearest vessel, 
the Dutch colours were hauled down, and Captain Portlock 
made the signal to engage, intending the Wolverine to close 
with the brig, while the Arrow passed on towards tbe ship. 

The Wolverine anchored, in a very masterly manner, at the 
distance of about 70 yards on the weather quarter of the brig. 
Having hove on the spring until her broadside could be brought 
to bear, the Wolverine fired one sbot, to try the disposition of 
her opponent; whereupon the Batavian republican brig Gier, 
of 14 long 12-pounders and 80 men, fired three guns to leeward 
and then hauled down ber colours. Captain Bolton immediately 
took possession of his prize, and, aareeably to his orders, 
sent her pilot to conduct the Arrow to the ship, Captain Port
lock's Dutch pilots having declined to take further charge of the 
vessel. 

The Arrow now pushed on towards her opponent, and had to 
work to windward against a strong tide, which retarded her pro
gress. Meanwhile the enemy's ship, which was the Draak, 
Captain Lieutenant Van-Esch, mounting two long 32, and 16 
long 18 pounders, with six" 50-pound" brass howitzers, lay with 
sprIngs on her cables, so that her broadside was directly opposed 
to the Arrow; who, from the moment the Draak opened her 
fire, had to sustain it for 20 minutes, before she could bring a 
gun to bear in return, and became, in consequence, muc!t cut up 

. m hull, rigging, and sails. At lengili the Arro~ got within 70 
or 80 yards of her opponent, and, after takin~ a I,>roper ~sition, 
opened her broadside. The contest was mamtalDea, with mu
tual spirit, for about 15 minutes; when, the Wolverine being 

• See p. 814. 
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nearly up to eo-operate with the Arrow, the Draak struck 
her colours. -
. The Arrow, out of her 120 men and boys, had one seaman 

killed, her commander (slightly), one master's mate (Williarn 
Wilson), and seven seamen wounded. From the Draak's how
itzers langridge had probably been fired; as, after the action had 
ceased, several pieces of iron were picked up on. the Arrow's 
decks. The Draak's los's could not be ascertained with any 
certainty. Two men killed, and three badly wounded, were 
found on board; but great quantities of blood, attempted to be 
concealed from view by tarpaulins, were discovered by Captain 
Bolton. Some of the prisoners also acknowledged th~ imme
diately as the ship struck, several of her killed and wounded 
were put into a boat, and sent on shore at Harlingen; close off 
which. place the action had been fought. Moreover the number 
of prisoners, added to the five killed and wounded by no means 
agreed with the established complement, 180, as testified by the 
papers. There were, also, ready to join the two Batavian ves
sels in the attack, two schooners, and four schuyts, mounting, 
between them, 16 long 8-pounders, and manned, altogetber, by 
120 men. But it does not appear that the latter vessels, any 
more than ~e Gier brig, offered any resistance. 

Having been built for a sheer-hulk, and being extremely old, 
the Draalt was set on fire and destroyed; but the Gier, being a 
&e new brig, of 324 tons, was carried to England and fitted out 
as a cruiser. . 

On the 20th of September, at 4 P. M., as the British armed 
store-ship, or 44 en Bute, Camel, Captain John Lee, and 16-gun 
ship-sloop Rattlesnake, Captain Samuel Gooch, with yards and 
topmasts down and topgallantmasts on deck, were lying at anchor 
in Algoa bay, near the Cape of Good Hope, the Camel with 
stores for the use of the army under General Dundas then march
ing against the Caffres in the interior, a large sail, steering 
south-west, with the wind fresh from the east-soutb-east, made 
her appearance in the east quarter. At tbis time the two cap
tains were serving on shore with the anny; Captain Lee with 
his first lieutenant, and 30 of the Camel's men, out of her com
plement of 116 men and boys. The'pinnace of the Rattlesnake 
also, with her second lieutenant, and 15, out of a total of 106 
men and boys, was detained on shore by the violence of the 
surf. 

Tbe stranger, which was the French 36-gun frigate Preneuse, 
Captain L'Hennite, whom, in Jl1ne of the preceding year we 
left at Batavia, ... continued on her course until 5 P. M.; when 
she wore, and, hoisting a Danish jack at her mizen peak, stood 
in for the bay. At 6 P. M., now nearly dark, the'Prenel1se handed 
her sails; and, having dropped down till within about 800 yards 

'. See p. 217. 
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of the Rattlesnake, brought up, with her broadside bearing upon 
the latter's larboard beam and bow. _ At this time the Camel's 
boat, which was rowing guard, pulled towards the Preneuse, with 
the intention of boarding her; but, when the boat had got nearly 
alongside, two men with cutlasses in their hands were observed 
getting out of the ship's ports •. ~ On this, and the additional dis
covery that the ship was a large frigate, the boat hastened back 
to the Camel with the intelligence. 

In the mean while an English prize-schooner, the Surprise~ 
which, while working out of the bay, had passed close to and been 
hailed by the Preneuse,had since put back and informed the 
Rattlesnake, that the stranger was a French frigate. Lieutenant 
William Fothergill, first of the Rattlesnake, and upon whom, in 
the absence of both captains and of the Camel's first lieutenant, 
the command of the two vessels had devolved, made the private 
signal for an enemy to the Camel, and fired a shot under the 
JStern of the Preneuse, as did also the Camel; but of which 
shots the French frigate took not the slightest notice. Shortly 
after the firing of these two shots, which took place at about 6 h. 
30 m. P. H., the Camel's boat reached the Rattlesnake with the 
intelligence previously communicated to her by the Surprise; 
and it was settled that the Camel, when ready to engage, should 
hoist a light at her mizen peak. Both British ships cleared for 
action and got springs on their cables. 

At 8 h. 30 m. P. H., although the signal of .being ready had 
not been made by the Camel, Lieutenant Fothergill, suspecting 
by the manoouvres of the Preneuse, in veering away until within 
about 500 yards of the two British ships, that she intended to 
board the Rattlesnake, got the broadside of the latter to bear on 
the French frigate, and immediately opened it upon her. The 
Camel quickly did the same; and, towards 9 P. H., the Preneuse~ 
substituting a French ensign fOl' the Danish jack, returned the 
fire of her two opponents, but directed nearly the whole of hel' 
guns at the Camel. . 

In this way ~ action continued until midnight; when the 
wind suddenly shifting to north-west, the three ships canted~ 
whereby the Camel, in order to bring her -broadside again to. 
bear, was 'obliged to slip her small-bower cable and veer to two 
cables on the best bower. Scareely had this been donel when 
the carpenter reported that, from a shot received under the ma .. 
gazine, the ship had silt feet water in the hold and was making 
more. In consequence of tIlia the Camel's crew broke oft' from 
the guns and 1D8Dlled the pumps. 

F.ncying, from this suspension of firing on the part of the 
Camel, that he had eft'ectually silenced her, Captain L'Hermite 
now devoted his principal attention to the Rattlesnake; upon 
whom the Preneu&8 continued a heavy cannonade until 3 h. 30 m. 
A. .. OIl the 21st. . The French frigate, then, to the surprise of .. 
the British bo4h adoat and on shore, ceased fuing, cut or slipped 
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ber cable, and ran off before the wind to a distant part of the 
bay. Here the Preneuse again anchored, and continued there 
until a few minutes before 10 A.H.; when the French frigate 
got under. way, and leaving her anchor and cable, from which 
.she had, in the first instance, cut or slipped, as a trophy to her 
two opponents, stood to the south-west on the starboard tack, 
under her courses and main topsail only, as if damaged in her 
masts. 

The Camel's fore and mize.n masts, main yard, and maintop
sail yard, were wounded, her rigging a good deal cut, and her 
hull struck in several places. Her loss, notwithstanding, 
amounted to no more, out of the lO 1 men and boys she had on 
board, than six men wounded. The Rattlesnake had her main 
and mizen masts, main to'pmast, and bowsprit wounded, some 
immaterial injury to her ngging, and eight- shot-holes between 
wind and water; with the loss, out of 92 men and boys on 
board, of her carpenter and one seaman killed, another mortally, 
and six or seven sli~htly wounded. 

The disparity of force in this case will be evident when we 
state, that the Preneuse was a frigate mounting 40 guns, 12 and 
6 pounders, with a crew· of about 300 men; and that the Camel, 
mounted 20 long 9 and four long 6 pounders, and the Rattle
snake, 16 long 6-pounders and a few 12-pounder carronades, 
with, on board the two ships, a total of only 193 men. Great credit 
was therefore due to Lieutenants Fothergill and Charles Shaw, 
which latter commanded the Camel, and to their respective 
officers and crews for their persevering defence. Nor must we 
omit to state, that Captains Lee and Gooch made several 
attempts to get from the shore to their ships in time -to partici
pate in the action; but the surf was so high, that no boat could 
be got off the beach. In almost every effort that was made, the 
boat, with the two captains on board, upset, and the crew with 
difficulty escaped drowning. 

To specify the damage or loss sustained by the Preneuse, in 
this to ber somewhat discreditable encounter, is not in our power, 
the historian, who has hitherto assisted us in recording the ex
ploits of Captain L'Hermite in the Indian ~eas, having stopped 
short of the latter's adventure in Algoa bay: and that although 
" Desastres et revers .. form a part of the promised matter of his 
book. This is the more extraordinary-, as with the Camel's two 
rows of ports, if not of guns, and the Rattlesnake's three masts, 
and detached quarterdeck, a case might have been made out, 
such as a French writer need not have been afraid to publish, 
nor a French reader of the most sensitive kind displeased to 
peruse. 

The apparently crippled state of the Preneuse as she stood 
out of Algoa bay, and the south-westerly course. steered by her 
~hen last seen, affording a reasonable hope of her being over
taken by any ship, that, not being in the unprepared state of 
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either the Camel or Rattlesnake, could be speedily despatched 
after her, Captain Lee sent an express overland to Captain 
George LO$ack., the senior British officer in Table bay. On what 
day the messenger arrived, or whether he arrived at all, we can
not say; but on the 1st of October the British .50-gun ship 
Jupiter, Captain William Granger, acting in the absence (through 
sickness, we presume) of Captain Losack, sailed from Table bay, 
and on the 8th joined the Camel and Rattlesnake at Algoa bay. 

On the next day, the 9th, the Jupiter weighed and made sail 
in quest of the Preneuse. On· the 10th, in the afternoon, lati
tude 34° 41' south, longitude 27° 54' east, while running before 
a strong gale from the north-west by west, the Jupiter descried, 
and immediately stood towards, a ship in the north-east. As 
the Jupiter approached her, the ship, which was no other than 
the Preneuse herself, bore away to north-east, and made all sail 
to escape, followed by the BritIsh 50. 

At 9 P. If. the Jupiter fired a shot at the Preneuse, which the 
latter, hoistin~ French colours, returned by a fire from her stern
c;:hasers. As It could not be owing to the Jupiter's good sailing, 
it was, in all probability, owing to the crippled state of the Pte
neuse, that the Jupiter soon got near enough to discharge her 
maindeck guns at the French frigate: her lowerdeck guns, 
although of double the caliber, it was found impossible to use, 
the turbulent state of the sea, and the little height allowable to 
such small-sized two-deckers, not admitting the opening of the 
ports. A running fight was thus kept up between the British 
60 and French frigate during the whole of the night,' and until 
2 P. M. on the next day; when the Jupiter succeeded in bringing 
the Preneuse to close action. ' 

Although the weather was now moderate, the sea was still so 
high that, on opening the lowerdeck ports to get the 24-pounders 
into play, the water rushed in in such quantity, that tbe ports 
were obliged to be shut again; and the Jupiter had to continue 
toe action with her 12-pounders only. The consequence was, 
that, before the British 50 could produce any serious effect upon 
the French frigate, the latter had shot away the greater part of 
the former's running rigging, and badly wounded her fore and 
main masis: some loss, we believe, had also been inBicted, b~t 
its amount we are unable to state. In short, the Jupiter found 
it necessary to bear away to repair her damages; and the Pre
neuse, satisfied with having beaten off an antagonist wholll it 
would perhaps have been dangerous to press too closely, hauled 
to the wind on the starboard tack under all the sail she could 
carry, and effected her escape. The Pteneuse's opponent, as' 
soon as she had spliced her ropes and secured her masts, made 
sail also, but it was only to retum to the port she had quitted on 
this Unfortunate ~mission; and on or aoout the 16th the dis-
comfited Jupiter reanchored in Table bay. . 

This was a bad business certainly; and, as no court of inquiry, 
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to our knowledge, was held, we are ulUlble to give a satisfactory 
explanation of the causes that may have led to it. Were the. 
facts all made known, perhaps the.y would exo~erate the Jupiter's 
officers and crew from every particle of blame~ Undoubtedly it 
was a cause of just triumph to Captain l'Hermite, and well cal
culated to wipe away the disgrace incurred by .the Preneuse at 
Algoa bay; yet not a French writer,' that we can discover, .Jwt 
touched upon the su~ect. 

The Preneuse ContulUed her cruise, but it proved her last. 
On the 11th of December, in the forenoon, the British 74-gtm 
ship Tremendous, Captain John Osbom, aud 6O-gun ship Ad .. 
mant, Captain William Hotham, cruising off Port .. Louis in the 
'Isle of France, discovered and chased the Preneuse; who, find
ing it impossible ,to escape from the Adamant, ran herself on 
shore on the west side of the river Tombeau,. about three miles 
from Port-Louis, and near to some batteries. At 3 P. K. the 
frigate cut away all hermasts,and at3h. 30m. P. v;, in conjunc
tion with the batteries, opened a fire upon the Adamant, who 
was using every exertion to work up to her. At o.h. 30 m. P. K. 
the latter opened a fire in return; and, in about 15 minutes 
afterwards. the Preneuse hauled in her ensign from the quarter 
as a signal of .submission: whereupon the Adamant discontinned 
the action. . 

After a communication between the two British captains, Cap
tain Osborn consented that two boats of the Adamant and one 
of the Tremendous should be sent in to attempt to destroy the 
French frigate. Accordingly at 7 P. M., one 12, and two six
oared cutters, containing about 35 men, and placed under the 
orders of Lieutenant Edward Grey, first of the Adamant, as-. 
sisted by Lieutenant John Walker, and Lieutenant of marines, 
.Tohn Owen, of the same ship, and Lieutenant Benjamin Symes 
of the Trem.endous, put off from the Adamant, to execute the' 
service introsted to them. 

At about 8 P. K., the French batteries began firing shots and 
shells at the boats and at the Adamant, who was still working 
up towards the object of attack. At about 9 P. 111 •• just as the 
boats were getting alongside of the Preneuse, two of her launches 
filled with men, pulled from ber towards the shore. Shortly 
afterwards Lieutenant Grey and his party, under a hea.yY fire: 
still kept up from the batteries, gallantly boarded the French 
frigate. Having removed Captam L'Hermite, 14 or 15 other 
officers, and a few men, all that remained in. her, and, ~at1y 
to Lieutenant Grey's credit, saved as much as possible of the 
private property belonging to them, Lieutenant Grey set fire to 
and destroyed the Preneuse, and returned to the Adamant with-. 
out the loss of a man. 

That the commanding officer in this gallant and wel1-executed 
boat-attack should not have been rewarded with promotion. 
savours of injustice; but we sball by and by come to a case, in 
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which Lieutenant Grey's claims were still stronger, and yet, WQ 
regret to say, were overlooked. . 

On the 3d of October, the 14-gun brig-sloop Speedy, still 
commanded by Captain Jahleel BrentoD1 while running through 
the gut of Gibraltar, observed several small vessels coming out 
of Algesiras, apparently to molest a British convoy then in sight. 
Determined to defeat their plans, the Speedy stood towards 
them, and soon discovered that they were not, as at first sup
posed, Spanish gun-boats but Spanish coasters, eight in nUlDher~ 
under the protection of an armed cutter and schooner. 

In a short time, two of the coasters, finding themselves nearly 
'overtaken by the S:peedy, ran under the guns of a castle: a 
prompt fire from wbtch prerented Captain Brentoo from bring
mg them off. The Speedy, accordingly, stood on in chase, and 
at 4 p. M., having passed under the shot of Tariffa castle, came 
up with four others, just entering a bay to the eastward of Cape 
Trafalgar. One of the vessels immediately anchored under a 
fort, and the three others under an old ruinous castle that ap-
peared only to haTe one gun mounted. . 

As it blew very heavy from the eastward,and the Speedy in con-
sequence was upon a lee sbore, the brig cou1d not with safety ap
proach nearer than 900 yards. Having here come to an anchor, 
the Speedy opened her fire upon the castle and the vessels; and in 
a short time, as the castle made no return, compelled the Spaniards 
to abandon their vessels, after cutting their cables that they might 
drift on shore. Captain Brenton immediately sent Lieutenant 
Richard William. Parker, with the boats. to endeavour to bring 
off or destroy the vessels. Owing to the heavy surf that broke 
over them, it was found impracticable. either to get them afloat 
or set them on fire. At a considerable risk, however, the British 
succeeded in boarding the Tessels and brought away or destroyed 
their fire-arms; leaving the Tessels themselves, two of which 
were valuably laden, full of water and complete wrecks. 

It was not long ere Captain Brenton, in his little 4-pounder 
brig, met with a fleet of more worthy antagonists; such as would 
undoubtedly ·have ove~wered the Speedy, had they possessed 
a tithe of the spirit whIch animated Lber officers and crew. On 
the 6th of November, at 3 p. M'., while the Speedy was lying to 
off Europa point, to await the coming up of her convoy from 
the Tagus, consisting of the transpc?rt shIp Unity, George Robin
IOD, master, with wine for the Bntish fleet, and a merchant brig 
bound to Trieste, 12 Spanish gun-boats, two of which were 
schooners carrying two lonr 24-pounders and 50 men each, and 
the remainder lateen.-rigged vessels with one 24 and 40 men 
each, bore down from Algesil'8l to att.a.ck the Speedy and get 
possession of her convoy. 

Having sent his despe.iehea on shore, Captain Brenton, at S h. 
30 111.1'. M., comtqenced firing on the gun-boats as they advanced 
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:; t !towards the m~rchant brig r' but' the latter, covered by the 
, dSpeedy's fire, bore up to the eastward and effected her escape. 

At 5 p. M., finding themselves foiled in their attempts upon £be 
brig" the gun-boats bore up to capture the ship. The Speedy 
bore up also; and, passing through the midst of the gun-boats, 
near enough to carry away a part of. their oars, poured in from 
both sides so well directed a fire of cannon and musketry, that 
the Spaniards fled in confusion. At 6 P. M. the Unity, who, 
notwithstanding that she had been exposed to a galling fire, had 
manmuvred with skill and steadiness, was out of danger; and 
at 6 h. 30 m. P. M. the gun-boats ran for shelter under the guns 
of Fort Barbary~ 

In this very ~llant exploit on the part of Captain Brenton, 
who in his offiCIal· letter bestows much praise upon Lieutenant 
Parker, Mr. Marshall the master, and the remainder of his 
officers and brig's company, the Speedy had most of her running 
rigging shot away, her maintopsail yard shot through, and her 
fore rigging much cut: she ha.d also received so many shot in 
her hull below the water-line, that the water was up to her lower 
deck. With this serious damage, the loss on board the Speedy 
amounted to no more than two seamen killed and one wounded • 
. Being,!on account of the shot-holes in her larboard side, and 
the direction of the wind, which blew strong from the west
ward, unable to enter Gibraltar, the Speedy ran for Tetuan bay; 
where on the 7th, at 2 A. M .. she came to an anchor, and com
menced stopping her numerous leaks. The Spanish gun-boats 
are represented to have lost 11 men killed, besides several 
wounded; and four of the gun-boats, it appears, were seen from 
the rock of Gibraltar to strike to the Speedy. 
, Having rendered herself' seaworthy, the Speedy stood across 
the StraIt, and anchored at Gibraltar. The following account 
of what followed we extract from a contemporary work, but 
must preface it by stating, that the account of the Speedy's 
action with the gun-boats IS the most confused and imperfect of 
any that' has been published. Indeed, according to Captain 
Brenton, his brother sustained two separate attacks, on different 
days; but, upon the authority of the Speedy's log, one only oc
curred. "The captain and crew," says OUi.' contemporary, 
"were much out of humour. with General O'Hara, the go
vernor; but when Captain Brenton waited on him, his excel
lency thus addressed him: ' I conclude, sir, you think I have 
treated you very ill in not affording you assistance, but I have 
made arrangements with the governor of Algesiras, to prevent 

_ this town bemg kept in a constant alarm and annoyance by the 
Spanish gun-boats, which in conseq'uence are never-to be fired. 
on from the rock. There is the copy of a letter which I have 
written to the admiralty, and I most sincerely wish you may 
obtain your promotion.' The letter was so handsomely worded~ 
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that the captain could say nothing about the transaction of the 
preceding night, and shortly afterwards he was promoted to the 
rank of post -captain."· 

The Speedy's vigorous attack had cI'eated such a panic on 
board the gun-boats, that they remained three days under Fort 
Barbary, and then bore up. for Malaga, instead of standing acroSs. 
to Algesiras; thus leaving the trade throngh the Straits un
molested for two months, at the end of which, the Spaniards, 
haJil"'$ recovered from their alarm, managed to get back to their 
port. . 

Among the many weary hours to which a naval life is subject, 
none surely can equal those passed on board a stationary aaO'
ship; especially in a port where there is a constant egress a~d 
regress of cruisers, some sailing forth to seek prizes, others 
returning with prizes already in their possession. During the 
whole of the year 1797, and the greater part of 1798, the 
54-gun ship, Abergavenny, as she lay moored in Port-Royal 
harbour, Jamaica, daily exposed her officers and men to these 
tantalizing torments. At length it was suggested, that a small 
tender, sent off the east cnd of the island, or even into Cow bay, 
scarcely out of sight of the harbour, might acquire for the parent
ship some share of-the honours that were reaping by the cruisers 
around her. A 3B-gun frigate's launch having been obtained, 
and armed with a swivel in the bow, the next difficulty was, 
to find an officer who, to a willingness, could add the other 
requisites, for so perilous and uncomfortable a service. It was 
not every man who would like to be cramped up night and day 
in an open boat, ex.posed to all kinds of weather, as well as to 
the risk of being captured by some of the many picaroons that 
infested the coast. 

An acting lieutenant of the Abergavenny, one, on whom 
nature had conferred an ardent mind, habit, an indifference 
about personal comfort, and ] 8 01· 20 years of active ser1(ice, an 
experience in all the duties of his profession, cheerfully con"$,ented 
to take charge of the cruiser-boat. Mr. Michael Fitton '800[1 

gave proofs of his fitness for the task he had undertaken; and 
the crew of the AbergaveDuy could now and then greet a prize 
of their own, among the many that dropped anchor near them. 
With a part of the funds that a succession of prizes had brought 
to the ship, a decked vessel was at length yurchased: with the 
fruits of her gains, another; and so on, unti the schooner, whose 
little exploit we are now about to record, came, in her turn, to 
be the Abergavenny's tender. 

On the 5th of October, the schooner Ferret, mounting six: 
3-pouriders, with a crew of 45 men and boys, and commanded 
by actina' Lieutenant Michael Fitton, while cruising off the 
north.east end of Jamaica; discov~r~d a large schooner, wit"' 

VOL. 11. 
• Brenton, ,,01. iL, p. 41)9, 
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eight ports of a side, and an English ensign and pendant, bearing 
clown upon ber. Judging from the immense size of the ensign 
and length of the pendant (one large enough for a line-of-battle 
ship, and the other longer than was worn by any British man of 
war), that she was an enemy's cruiser, Lieutenant Fitton tacked 
to speak her. Resolved, at. the same time, with such apparent 
edds against him, to try for the weathergage, he trimmed his 
sails as if close hauled, and yet edged a little off the wind, to 
induce the schooner, who had now substituted Spanish for 
English colours, to come into the tender's wake. Having at 
length got her there, the latter hauled up, and soon weathered 
the Spaniard. 

A, brisk action now commenced, and lasted for half an hour; 
when the privateer sheered oif, and made sail. Lieutenant 
Fitton immediately proceeded in chase, and at I) P. J(" with 
the help ·of her sweeps, the Ferret again got alongside of the 
privateer. Tbe action was now renewed, and continued as long 
as before; when the tender, having had her rigging and sails 
much cut, and being close in with San-Jago de Cuba, gave over 
the chase. On account of the privateer's firing bigll, the Ferret 
iflcurred no loss; but it was afterwards ascel'tained, by the cap
ture of some of the men belonging to the same privateer, that 
the latter had 11 men killed and 20 wounded, out of a crew of 
100, and that she mounted fourteen 6-pounders. The inbabitants 
of the east end of Jamaica were spectators of the constest; and, 
seeing the disparity of force between the two vessels, and that 
the British vessel followed the privateer towards the Cuba 
shore, sent information to Port-ROyal, that the Abergavenny's -
tender had been captured. 

It is not the sole misfortune under which the commanding
()fficer of a tender labours, that, while he incurs all the risk, and 
all the responsibility, he only shares prize-money as one of the
lieutenants of the flag-ship: the case is harder wllere that flag
ship remains idle in port, otherwise the prizes slie might make 
by cruising would perhaps afford to the tender's commander a 
counterbalaneing advantage. Anotber misfortune, and one more 
sensibly felt by an enterpnsing officer, is, that his little skirmishes 
with enemy's privateers, unless he takes a vessel wllich the ad
miral or the captain of' the flag-ship wishes to have purchased 
into the service, or that some relative or protege of the admiral 
or captain is on board the tender, are seldom noticed. Desirous 
88 we have been to get at all these cases, we are satisfied that 
tl,lere are many, highly creditable to the parties concerned,ot! 
\\thich tbepublic are yet in ignorance. 
. On tbe 11th of October, at 7 h. 30 m. A. M., the British 3~ 
gnn frigate Revolutionnaire, Captain Thomas Twysden, cruising 
~ff the coast of Ireland in a heav)" gale fromtbe soutb-south
west, discovered to leeward and Immediately chased a strange 
ship; which, at 6 ;f; 11., after a run of 114 miles in the nine 
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hours and a half, hauled down her colours without, as it al,lpears, 
making any resistance, and proved to be the French privateer 
Bordelais, of Bordeaux, an extraordinary fine ship, mounting 
24 guns on a flush deck, 16 of them long brass 12-pounders; 
and the remainder brass 36-pounder carronades, with a comple
ment of 202 men. 

The Bordelais was of very large dimensions, measuring 625 
tons, and was esteemed one of the fastest sailing privateers out 
of France. This was only her second cruise: in her former one 
she had taken 29 valuable prizes. . It was a singular coinci
dence, not merely that the Bordelais was constructed by the 
same builder who had constructed the Revolutionnaire, but that 
the builder, at a splendid dinner given by the owners of the 
Bordelais to her officers soon after the termination of her first 
trip, should have said, "England has not a cruiser that will ever 
touch her except the Revolutiopnaire; and, should she ever fall 
in with that frigate in blowing weather, and be under her lee, 
she will be taken.". The Bordelais was added to the British 
navy by the same name, and established with 22 earronades, 32-
pounders, and two long nines, and a complement of 195 men and 
boys. . 

On the 12th of October, at 10 p. M., the British ship-sloop 
Trincomale, of 16 guns" probably 6-pounders, and about 100 
men and boys, Captain John Rowe, cruising in the Straits of 
Babelmandel, fell in with the French ship privateer Iphigenie, 
of 22 guns (16 long 8 and 6 pounders, and four 36-pounder . 
bm!MJ carl'onades), Captain Mabroux. A smart engagement im ... 
mediately ensued, and was warmly maintained for two hours, 
when the combatants fell on board each other. Captain Ma .. 
broux, placing great confidence in the number of his erew, had 
had the I phi genie's studdingsail-booms rigged out, and grap,,: 
pling irons placed at their extremities, ready to board; when, 
suddenly, the Trincomale, by some accident, blew up, leaving 
alive of her officers and crew only one seaman and one lasclLl'. 

As the ships at the time of the explosion, touched each otber; 
the shock stove in the side of the privateer, and forced the main 
and mizen masts cleal' out of her. In a very few minutes the 
Iphigenie went down, and with her, about 115 offieers and men. 
The remainder of the French crew, cOllsistin~ of about 30 or 35,. 
saved themselves on pieces. of the wreck. I'jev~ml of the orew 
of the Pearl Indiaman, which the Iphigenie had taken Oil the 
7th of the month, and was in company and being. engaged by 
the C.met Company'. cruiser, perished in her. Owing to some 
unexplained cause, the Pearl escaped from the Comet, and 
reached the Isle of France in safety. 

On the 14th of October the British ls..gun ship-sloop Echo, 

• ManlIall. vol. n., p. ~O6. 
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C.ptain Robert Philpot, cruising off Potio-Rico, chased into 
Lagnadille bay, at the north-west end of the island, the French 
letter-of-marque brig Buonaparte, carrying twelve 4-pounders 
and 30 men, commanded by citizen Pierre Martin, enseigne de 
vaisseau. Seeing several vessels at anchor in the bay, Captain 
Philpot, on the 15th, sent the pinnace and jollyboat, under the 
command of Lieutenants Charles Frederick Napier and John 
James Rorie, to attempt to cut some of them out. The" boats 
arrived too late to effect their purpose, but were fortunate enough 
to capture a Spanish brig, from Canana, in South America, to 
Old Spain, laden with cocoa and indigo, and mounting two 4-
pounders, with 20 men. " " 

On the 16th, in the evening, the same two boats, now com
manded by Lieutenant Napier and Mr. Wood the boatswain, 
and contaming between them 16 men, officel's included, pulled 
into the bay to cut out what they could. On the 17th, at about 2 
A. M., the boats arrived at the anchorage; where they found the 
brig which they had chased in on the 14th, "moored within half 
a cable's length of'the shore, with her broadside presented to the 
.ea, and protected by two field-pieces, and by one 18-pounder 
and some smaller carriage-guns, placed on the beach. 

In spite of this formidable preparation, the British in the boats 
did not hesitate an instant, but boarded. the Buonaparte on the 
bow, the French and Spaniards, who were all upon deck with 
matches lighted and guns primed, making the best of their way 
down the hatchways. By the time the boats' crews had cut the 
cables of their prize, the guns on the beach opened a fire on 
them. The third snot sank the pinnace, while she. was ahead 
towing the jollyboat, but not a man in her was hurt. The 
Buonaparte was sevei'al times hulled; but, a light breeze 
springing up from the land, her captors soon escaped with her 
out of gun-shot • 

. The prize was a fine copper-bottomed American-built brig, ' 
and had on board a valuable cargo, which she was can'ying to 
Cura9oa. When the disparity of force is considered, the suc
cessful issue of the attack must be pronounced highly creditablt) 
to Lieutenant Napier and Mr. Wood, and the few seamen they. 
commanded; fewer than would have been sent, llad Captain 
Pbilpot been aware of the force and preparation of the enemy. 
It is due to justice to state, that M. Martin, at the time his vessel 
surrendered, was not on board of her: he was 011 shore, lending. 
his aid atthe battery. 

On the 15th of October, at 8 p. M., in latitude 44° I' north, 
longitude 12° 35' west, the British 38-gull fl'jgate Naiad, Captain 
William Pierrepont, discovered and chased two frigates; whicQ. 
at midnight were ascertained to be enemies, and which were, in 
fact, the Spanish 34-gun frigates Santa-Brigida, Captain Don 
Antonio Pillon, and Thetis, Captain Don Juan de Mendoza, from 
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Vera-Cruz, with a cargo of specie, bound to any port in Spain 
which they could fetch, and now steering to the south-east with 
the wind right aft. '. 

Regardless of the apparent odds against her, the Naiad con
tinued the pursuit under all sail, and, at 3 h. 30 ID. A. 1f1.,· on the 
16th, discovered a third lat'ge ship in the south-west; which soon 
made herself known as the 38-gun frigate Ethalion, CaptainJ ames 
Young, and who, bearing up, joined in the chase. Just ns the 
day broke the British 12-pounder 32-gun fligate Alcmene, 
Captain Henry Digby, joined from the westward; and shortly 
afterwards the 12-pounder 32-gun frigate Triton, Captain John 
Gore, made her appearance astern. 

At 7 A. M. the two Spanish frigates, for their safety, took 
different routes: on which Captain Pierrepoint, WllO was the 
senior officer, directed the leading British frigate, the Ethalion, 
to pass the sternmost frigate, and stand on for the head most, 
which was the Thetis. At 9 A. M. the Ethalion, being within 
random-shot of the Santa-Brigida, fired a few guns at her in 
passing. and comJ>elled her to steer a course still further from 
her consort. The Ethalion then, as she had been ordered, con
tinued. in chase of the Thetis, and owing to her good sailing 
gained upon her so, that at 11 h. 30 m. A. M. the Thetis, having 
no other alternative, bore up athwart the bows of the Ethalion, 
at the distance of only half musket-shot. The British frigate 
9,uickl,y wore, and bestowed upon her opponent two well-directed 
liroadsJdes. At length, after a running fight of one hour, in 
which the Ethalion had not a man hurt, and the Thetis no more 
than one killed and nine wounded, the latter hauled down her 
colours. 

The Thetis had on board specie to the following amount: 
333 boxes containing each 3000 dollars, four boxes eontaining 
each 2385 dollars, 93 boxes containing each 4000 dollars, one 
box containing, besides 4000 dollars, t.wo doubloons and 90 half
doubloons, of gold ~ making, altogether, 1,385,292 dollars, equal, 
at 4&. 6d.the dollar, to 311,690l. sterling. '. 

The Santa-Brigida, when she altered her course, as related 
above, bore up to the southward, and, early on the morning of 
the 17th,t succeeded by her fast sailing in rounding Cape 
Finisterre. To accomplish this, the Santn-Brigida had run so 
close to the rocks off Monte Lora, that at 5 A. M. the Triton, who 
was the first in pursuit, and then going at the rate of seven 
knots, struck upon them. The Triton, however, soon got off;, 
and at 7. A. M. commenced an animated fire at the Spanish 
frigate; the Alcmene doing the same, and steering so as to cut 

• The· gazette-account is rendered somewhat obscure by this being made 
"P. '11..'" . 
t In the Naiad's log, but 18th in Captain Pierrepont's letter; in which. 

also, the first appearance of the two Spanish frigates is stated to have been 
.. on the evening of the 16th," as was the case b!l W!, the 16th, by this silly and. 
perplexing custom (long since abolished), commencing at noon on the 15th.. 
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- oft'the Santa-Brigida, who had just before thrown overboard her 
ant:hors and boats, from Port de Vidre. At 8 A..II. the three 
British frigates closed with the Spanish frigate amidst the rocks 
of Commarurto at the entrance ofMuros ; whereupon the Santa
Brigida, after a brave resistance, preceded by the most skilful 
efforts to escape, hauled down her colours. 

The Triton had one seaman wounded, and received consider
.. ble damage from striking on the rocks. The Alcmeoe had one 
.seaman killed, and one petty officer and eight seamen wounded. 
The Naiad did not get near enough to sustain any loss; nor bad 
the Santa-Brigida herself any more than two seamen killed aocl 
eight wounded. 
. All fout ships were over foul ground; but, a breeze springing 
up from the shore, tbey were enabled to put their heads to the 
sea. While the prisoners were exchanging, four large ships, one 
with a broad pendant, came out of Vigo, as if with the intention 
of attacking the British frigates. 1'be latter immediately got 
ready to receive them; but the Spaniards, owing to 80me UD.

eXJ>lained cause, suddenly put back to their port. 
. Ou the 21st the Thelia, and OD the following day the Santa. 
Brigida, in company with the- frigates which had ca~tured them, 
arrived at Plymouth. The cargo of the Santa-Brigida consisted 
of two bales or serous of indigo, 26 of cochineal; 23 of cocoa, aod 
16 ofsugar, of the estimated value, altOf$ether, of about 5000/. 
This frigate bad also 446 boxes, containmg each 3000 dollus, 
69 bags of dollars, and maay others of uncertain number, and 
three ke~ likewise uncertain. Neither the Santa-Brigida DOl' 

the Tbetis were considered eligible for the British navy: their 
chief and almost only value was in the cargoes they carried. 
. As some readers may feel an interest in these mattem, we .ill 
show how the treasure was subsequently disposed. of. On the 
28th and 29th, the days on which the two cargoes were landed. 
63 artillery waggons, escorted by horse and foot soldiers mcI 
armed seamen and marines, and accompanied by bands of music 
and an immense concourse of people, conveyed the treasures flit 
the dungeons of the citadel ofPlymoutb. Thence, towards the 
latter end of November, it was removed to London, .ith all the 
pomp and cerem01llY usual on such occasions, and was finally 
4eposited in the btiak of England. The share of prize-moaey 
.hich -each class received for the Spanish fl'igate&, aclusiYe of 
the nlue of their halls, sf»res, 1Dasts, &c., appears to have beea 
.as follows: 

£ •. Co 
Captains .'. '0 • • each,4O,730 18 0 
Lieutenants •••••• ,. 6091 7 3 
Warrant-01ficers • • • •• " 2468 10 9·l 
Midshipmen, &.c. .. • • • ~ » 791 17 0,1 
Seamen and marines H 182" 9* 

- :<>necould wish that, in cases of this kind, it ~ere the prac~ce 
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. to give to the officers of the captured ships a portion, at least, of 
the freight that they probably would have received from their 
own government, had they carried home the treasure with which 
their ships were laden. Its comparatively small amount would 
scarcely be felt by one party, and yet might contribute greatly 
to the relief of the other. 

On the 20th of October, at 5 p. K., Cape Ortugal bearing 
:south-west, distant eight or nine leagues, the British IS-pounder 
32-gun fri~te Cerberus, Captain James Macnamara, discovered 
a Heet to windward, which proved to be a Spanish convoy of 
80 vessels, in charge of the 40-gun frigate Ceres (lS-pounders), 
and 34-gun frigates DianR, Esmeralda, Mercedas, and another, 
and two bl-ig-corvettes, bound to the north-east coast of Spain. 
U ndismayed at their formidable appearance, the Cerberus imme
diately stood towards them, and at 8 p. M., having approached 
to windward of and hailed a frigate who was ahead and some
what detached from her convoy, commenced the action; and 
that at such close quarters, that the two ships almost touched. 
each other. 

Not dreaming of an enemy so near, the Spanish frigate 
seemed more desirous to join her consorts to leeward than to 
engage the Cerberus, and consequently returned but feebly the 
latter's fire. The instant the Spanish frigate made sail, the 
Cerberus, to frustrate her intention of joining her consorts, wore 
round, and engaged her to leeward. By 8 h. 30 m. p. K., the 
Cerberus had silenced the fire of her opponent, but was pre
·vented from taking possession of her, by the near approach of 
the four other frigates. At 9 P. v., on hauling up to avoid being 
raked, the Cerberus fell on board the leading frigate of those 
advancing, and carried aWjlY the latter's maintopsail yard. This 
·fresh frigate, replacing the one which had been so beaten, now 
~pened her fire on the Cerberus, and a smart cannonade ensued 
between them. Soon afterwards a third frigate took part in the 
action, and the Cerberus ,had frequently to fire both broadsides 
at once. 

At9 h. 30 m., p.y. Captain Macnamaradeeming it time-to con-
8ult the safety of his ship, the Cerberus WOI'e', and endeavoured to 
getclear of her numerous foes; by whom, at 10 h. 30 m. p. M., she 
:was nearly surrounded. The Cerberus very soon afterwards 
hauled to the wind, and effected her escape. At 11 P. M. she 
captnred a brig, one of the convoy; but, as the Spanish frigates 
were within a mile of her, the Cerberus was obliged to be con
~ted with setting the bri~ on fire; a service which Lieutenant 
Hassard Stackpoole, in Spite of a strong wind and heavy sea, 
promptly executed. 

The damages of the Cerberus were confined to her sails and 
rigging, and her loss amounted to only four men woun4ed. 
This was attl-ibuted to the state of confusion in which the Spa
nish frigates were; some of whom are_represented to have fired. 
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towards the latter part of the engagement, whole broadsides 
without ehot. Had the 38-gun frigate Arethusa, Captain Tho
mas WoIley, who had parted company from the Cerberus only 
the preceding day, been present, the obviously unprepared state 
of tIle five Spanish frigates ~el1ders it probable, thilt two of them, 
at least, would have been carried ofI' by the British. 

We have already given an account of the hOrl'id manner in 
which the British 12-pounder 32 gun fJ'igate Hermione came 
into the hands of the Spaniards at La Guayra" a fortified sea
port of Terra-Firma.'" The Spaniards afterwards repaired and 
:fitted for sea their shamefully' acquired prize. In the British 
service the Hermione, a ship of 715 tons, had mounted, with her 
carl'onades, 38 guns; but the Spaniards, it appears, gave her 
44; to do which, they must have cut at least four additional 
ports. Her complement had been 220. That was increased to 
321, exclusive of a detachment of soldiers and artillery-men 
numbering 72; and the command of the frigate, thus strongly 
armed and manned, was given to Don Raimond de Chalas. 

In the month of September, 1799, intelligence reached Ad
miral Sir Hyde Parker, the British commander-in-chief at the 
island of Jamaica, that the Hermione was about to sail from 
Puerto-Cabello, whence she had recently arrived from Aux
Cayes in the island of St.-Domingo, bound, through the channel 
between the island of Aruba and Cape San-Roman, to Havana. 
For the purpose of intercepting the Spanish frigate in this· her 
voyage, the admiral detached from Port-Royal, on the 20th of 
the month, the 28-gun frigate Surprise, Captain Edward Hamil
ton. This ship had been the French I, 24-giln corvette" Unite, 
and mounted, when captured by tbe Inconstant frigate, in April, 
1796, 32 guns. On being fitted out in the British service, tbe 
Surprise was made a 28-gun frigate, and armed with 24 carron
ades, 32-pounders, on her main deck, and eight carronades, 18-
pounders, with two, if not four long fours or sixes, on the quar
terdeck and forecastle: total, at the .least, 34 guns. Her net 
complement, like that of her class, 'was 197 men and boys. 
Although a ship of only 579 tons, the Surprise was fitted with a 
36-gun frigate's mainmast, but with the fore and mizen masts of 
a 28. This was a plan of Captain Hamilton's; and, thus rig~ed. 
the Surprise appears not to have been complained of as a sal1er. 

It appears that Captain Hamilton proposed to Sir Hyde 
Parker at Jamaica, to attempt the cutting out of the Hennione 
if the commander-in-chief would add a barge and 20 men to the 
crew of the Surprise; but Sir Hyde thought the service too des
perate, and refused the request. The next morning Captain 
Hamilton sailed under sealed orders to be opened off the east end 
of Jamaica. Arriving there, Captain Hamilton found directions 
to proceed off {)ape Della-Vella, 011 the Spanish main, a point of 

• See p. 103. 
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land abopt 60 or 80 leagues to leeward of Puerto-Cab~11o." mN 
which port the Hermione was anchored. The orders furtb~ iM"'1I 
8tru~t~d Captain Hamilton to remain off the Cape as long i\S ~Uj;I' 
provIsIons, wood, and water would allow, and to endeav<;mr ,fp", 
intej'cept the Hermione, supposed to be bound to the Havana.: 
Accordingly Captain Hamilton proceeded to his station, an,d 
there remained several weeks. When findin~T his provision!'\, 
growing short, and not certain but that the tlermioue mjgh~; 
have eluded his vigilance during the night, he resolved before he 
returned to Jamaica, to ascertain if the frigate was still in Puerto 
Cabello, and accordingly he worked to windward for that pur
pose. 

On the 21st of October, in the evening, the Surprise arrived 
oft' the harbour of Puerto-Ca bello, and discovered the Hermione 
moored head and stern between two strong batteries situated at 
the entrance of the harbour, said to mount nearly 200 guns. with 
her sails bent and ready for sea. 

Captain Hamilton having stood within gun-shot of the enemy 
on the 21st of October, continued oft' and on "until the evening of, 
the 24th, he never baving mentioned one word of his intentions 
to any officer onboard the ship until that evening after his dinner, 
when he detailed his plans to the officers present, and desired 
them to second his WIshes when he addressed the ship's com
pany. After q.uarters, the hands were sent aft, and Captain Ha
milton remindmg his crew of the fre<J.uent successful enterprises 
they had undertaken, concluded a stIrring address, nearly thus: 
" I find it useless to wait any longer; we shall soon be obliged 
to leave the station, and that frigate will become the prize of 
some more fortunate ship than the Surprise; our only prospect 
of success is by cutting her out this night." (Three tremendous 
cheers convinced Captain Hamilton that his men would follow 
him and were eager for the service.) "I shall lead you myself," 
he continued, ,le and here are the orders for'the six boats to be 
employed, with the names of the officers and men to be engaged 
in this service." 

The crews were instantly mustered, and every thing placed in 
readiness for the service. Every man was to be dressed in blue, 
and no white of any kind to be seen. The pass-word was Bri
tannia; the answer, Ireland. At half-past seven the boats-were 
hoisted out, the crews mustered, and all prepared. 11te boarders 
were to take the first spell at the oars, to be relieved as they 
neared the Hermione by the regular crews, proceeding in two 
divisions; the first consisting of the pinnace launch and jolly
boat, to board on the starboard (or inside) bow, gangway and 
quarter; the second division, consisting of the gig, black and 
red cutters, to board on the outside or larboard bow, gangway 
and quarter. The captain to command in the pinnace, havin~ 
with him the gunner, Mr. John Maxwell, one midshipman, ana 
sixteen men. The launchJ under the orders of Lieutenant Wit-
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son, contained one midshipman and twenty-four men: the jolly
boat to contain one midsblpman, tbe carpenter, and eigbt men; 
tbese boats composed tbe first division. Tbe pinnace was to 
board on the starboard gangway, tbe launch on the starboard 
bow; to retain three men who were to cut the bower cable, for 
which purpose a platform was erected over her quarter, and sharp 
axes provided. The jollyboat to board on the starboard quarter, 
to cut the stem cable, and to send two men aloft to loose the 
mizen topsail. The gig, with sixteen men, to board on the lar
board bOw, under the directions of Mr. John McMuUen the 
surgeon, to send four men aloft to loose the fore topsail, and to 
take good care to cut the bunt-lines and clew-lines, and to foot 
the sail well clear of the top rim. The black cutter, under the 
command of Lieutenant Hamilton (no relation whatever to the 
captain), with the acting marine officer. M. de la Tour du Pin, 
and with 16 men in all, to board on the larboard gangway. The 
red cutter under the command of the boatswain, and contain
ing likewise 16 men, to board on the larboard quarter. Each 
division to he ill tow. The concluding orders to the whole six 
being, that in the event of reaching tbe ship undiscovered, only 
the boarders were to board; the crews to remain in the boats, 
and take the ship in tow directly the cables were cut, hook ropes 
being provided for such emergency. If, howevel', the enemy, 
always watchful wben an adversary was near, should be pre
pared, and see the advancing boats, and thus destroy any favour
able approacb, then the crews of each boat were to board, and 
each man lend his best aid in tbe perilous enterprise. The ren
dezvous to he on the Hermione's quarterdeck. Such were the 
orders of Captain Hamilton-clear, impossible to be mistaken, 
and yet not so conclusive as to have rendered a failure improba.
ble; nay, a circumstance did arise which nearly frustrated the 
wbole. 

From the moment of quitting the Surprise, till the Hermione 
was boarded, Captain Hamilton never lost sigbt of her for a 
moment-he stood up in the pinDace with his night-glass, hy the 
aid of which he steered a direct course towards the frigate. 
When within a mile of the Hermione the advancing boats were 
discovered by two gun-boats armed with a long gun each. The 
instant the English were discoyered, the alarm was given, and the 
tiring commenced. Captain Hamilton instantly cut off the tow, 
gave three cheers, and pushed fOl'the frigate, concluding that all 
would do the same, and that the concentrated force might reach 
the Hermione at one moment, leaving the Spani&h gun-boats, as 
too trifling an opposition when so much was at stake; but ia 
tbis idea Captain Hamilton was deceived, for some of the boats 
immediately engaged the gun-boats, and by this disobedience of 
erders nearly caused the failure of the gallant enterprise. 

The alarm created by tbe firing, soon awakened the crew of 
the Hermione to the meditated attack. Lights were seen ~ 
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every port, and the ship's company were at quarters, ready for 
immediate se nice. On the pinnace crossing the frigate's bows 
in order to reach her station, a shqt was fired from the fore
castle, which passed over her, whilst a rope which ran frl!)m 
the bows of the Hermione, to the buoy over her anchor, caught 
the rudder of the pinnace, and stopped her. The coxswain 
reported the boat aground; but Captain Hamilton knew that 
to be impossible, as the frigate was evidently aB.oat; he desh-ed 
the coxswain therefore to llnship the rudder, but as the star
board oars of the pinnace touched the bends of the Hermione, 
Captain Hamilton gave the orders to lay in the oars and boanJ, 
the boat being then under the starboard cat-head and fON 
chains, laying head and stem with the frigate. The crew 
obeyed tbe word instantly, and the captain would have been the 
first on board, but from some mud on the ancbor, which was 
hanging from the cat and shank painter, and which had been 
weighed that day, his foot slipped, but he retained his hold OD. 

the foremost lanyard of tbe fore-shroudS, by which he recovered 
himaelf, his pistol going off in the struggle. Having succeeded 
in gaiuiag a footing on the forecastle, the English freed the fore.. 
&ail ready for bending and hauling out to the yardarms, laying 
0"81' the forestay, and this served for an excellent I!<lreen to 
these few daring men now aboard. On advancing to the break 
of the forecastle, the English were much astonished to find the 
erew of the Hennione Ilt quarters on the main deck, and firing 
at some object which theirfears had magnified into two frigates 
eoming to attack them, and still unconscious that the enemy 
was actually on board. Not so those on tlie quarterdeck, who, 
1rilen Captain Hamilton, the gunner, and fourteen men pushed 
on the starboard gangway, having cleared tbe forecastle, .,re
pared to gi"e a warm reception, tbey formed themselves m a 
compact body, and advanced to dispute the possession of the 
gangway, with the gunnel" and his party leaving the quarter. 
deck unoccupied; bllt the surgeon's party forgetting the O«'der 
to rendezvous on the quarterdeck, followed the Spaniards as 
they advanced on the starboard gangway, thus placing them 
between two fires from which they suffered severely; still, how
ever, the Spaniards advanced and succeeded in beating back the 
gunner's party, and of gaining possession of the fOl-ecastle. In 
the mean time Captain Hamilton was alone 011 tbe quarterdeck, 
waiting the arrival of those who as yet bad not boarded, when 
he was attacked by four Spaniards, one of whom felled bim to 
the deck by a blow from the butt of his musket. He fell on 
the combing of the after hatchway stunned by tbe blow, which 
~yeo. broke the weapon which inflicted the wound. The timely 
arrival of two or three of the Surprise's men, saved their captain 
who recovering from the blow, had soon sufficient occupation in 
resisting the attempts of the Spaniarda to gain the quarterdeck 
by means of the afier-llatchwaY7 and at this critical moment 

Digitized by Google 



LIGHT SQUADRONS AND SINGLE SHIPS. 1799: 

Monsr. de la Tour du Pin boarded with the marines from the 
black cutter over the larboard gangway, and gave a favourable 
tum to the then not over-promising affair. 

It appears from Mi'~ Hamilton's account, that when he first 
attempted to board, his men mounted the gangway steps, fol
lowing . their officer, who, as he advanced up the side was 
knocked down, his fall occasioned that of the men on the steps, 
and some were much injured by this retrograde movement. 
They instantly shoved off and tried the other side, and this not 
succeeding, they returned again to the larboard gangway, and 
at last accomplished their desires. ,The marines were instantly 
formed; a volley was fired down the after-hatchway, and the 
gallant English rushed down with bayonets fixed on the main 
deck. Ahout 60 Spaniards retreated to the cabin and surren
dered; they were instantly secured, and the doors closed. The 
fighting still continued on the main deck and under the fore
castle. By this time the carpenter had cut the stern cable, and 
the ship was canting head to wind, when the bower cable which 
ought to have been cut before; had the launch instead of idling 
with the gun-boats been at her proper station, was cut, the fore
topsail was loose, the boats had the frigate in tow, and the 
gunner and two men, all three severely wounded, stood at the 
wheel and steered the ship; and those can best comprehend 
the feelings of Captain Hamilton, and his few brave companions, 
when the foretopsail filled, the mizentopsail became useful, and 
the Hermione was standing out of Puerto-Cabello, who have 
been engaged in enterprises of this sort, and who have had their 
exertions crowned by success. 

The batteries now opened upon the frigate, the main and 
spring stays were shot away, the gaff came down, several shot 
took effect below the water-line, and Antonio, the Portuguese 
coxswain of the gig, who spoke Spanish, reported that he over
heard the Spaniards making preparations and resolutions to 
blow np the frigate. A few muskets fired down the hatchway 
restored quiet; and by one o'clock, nearly one hour after the 
pinnace had boarded, all opposition ceased, and the Hermione 
was a prize. At 2 A. M., the ship being out of gun-shot fl'om 
the batteries and in complete possession of the captors, the towing 
boats were called alongside. It was now, for the first time, that 
the people from them set their feet on board the frigate. 

In effecting this surprising capture, the British sustained so 
comparatively slight a loss as 12 wounded,. including Captain 
Hamilton, by several contusions but not dangerously, and Mr. 
Maxwell, the gunner, dangerously and in several places. Of 
their 365 in crew, the Spaniards had 119 killed and 97 wounded, 

.. Mr. Marshall; by mistake (vol, i ,p. 826). has included in the loss on this 
occasion acting Lieutenant John Busey, who had been killed nine days before 
in cutting out some vessels at the island of Aruba 
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most of them dangerously. The survivors were afterwards put 
_ on board a captured schooner, and landed at Puerto-Cabello. 

It is impossible to do justice to Captain Hamilton, the gunner 
Mr Maxwell, and the first boarders from the pinnace; they were 
unsupported for more than ten minutes, and this gallant hand
ful of men succeeded in. possessing themselves of the quarterdeck. 
The history of naval warfare, from the earliest time to this date. 
affords no parallel to this dashing affair: it was no surprise, no 
creeping upon the sleepy unawares; the crew of the frigate were 
at quarters, standing to their guns, aware of the attack, armed. 
prepared, in readiness; and that frigate was captured by the 
crews of three boats,' the first success being gained by sixteen 
tnen. It is useless to waste words ill endeavouring to do justice 
to Captain Hamilton, Mr. Maxwell, and Mr. M'Mullen: the tb'st 
received an adequate reward in the honour of knighthood, the 
second received a sword from the lieutenants, and the third shared 
prize-money with that class; but the best record of this well
planned, well-executed, daring, gallant enterprise, is to be found 
ID the Painted Hall at Greenwich Hospital-there it remains to 
gratify the eyes of all who are willing to do justice to English 
seamen and their gallant commander. -

Captain Hamilton, -with his prize in company, made sail for 
Jamaica, and on the 1st of November anchored in Port-Royal. 
Having while in the Spanish service undergone a thorough re
pair, the Hermione was immediately restored to her former rank 
10 the British navy; at first under the new name, as given to 
her by Admiral Sir Hyde Parker, of Retaliation, but subse
quently, on her return to England, under the more appropriate 
name of Retribution. 

The recovery of a frigate, so- infamously acquired by the 
Spaniaras as the Hermione, could not fail to be gratifying to 
the re-captors: how much more so must it have been, when the 
achievement was effected under circuDlstances so transcendently 
glorious to the British Ilame and character. Undoubtedly, the 
cutting out of the Hermione, by Captain Hamilton and his brave 
shipmates, stands at the head of that desperate class of services; 
and on no occasion was the honour of knighthood more de. 
servedly bestowed, than upon him who had planned, conducted, 
and bled in the attack. 
: Captain Hamilton's wounds, indeed, although not vitally 
dangerous, were of a very serious nature, and merit a more par
ticular account than we have given of them. He first received 
a tremendous blow fl'om the butt-end of a musket, which broke 
over his head and knocked him senseless on the deck; he next 
-received a severe sabre-wound on the left thigh~ another wound 
by a pike on the right thigh, and a contusion on the right shin
bone by a grape-shot. One of his fingers was muc~ cut" and 
his loins anii kidneys were so much bruised, that he stl11 at tllnes 
requires the best medic:al a~vjce aqd assistance. 
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Owing probably to the severity of his wounds, Captain IIa-o 
milton, in his official letter, has not given a very explicit account 
of an achievement that has done him so much honour. He does 
not name an officer as present in the attack, except the surgeon 
and gunner; and yet be disclaims any intention of making 8ft 

exception by saying, " Every officer and man on this expedition 
behaved with an uncommon degree of valour and exertion." 

"In the month of April, l~OO," says Mr. Marshall, "Si. 
Edward Hamilton, returning home in the Jamaica packet for 
the cure of his wounds, was captured by a privateer and car .. 
ried into a French port; from whence he was sent to Paris, 
where he was taken particular notice of by Buona~rte. who at 
length agreed to his being exchanged for six mldshipmeu.". 
Previously to his departure from Jamaica, the house of assem
bly of that island, with its accustomed liberality, voted Captain 
Hamilton a sword ot' 300 guineas value; and, on his arrival ia 
England after his exchange, the common council of London 
voted him the freedom of their city. 

On the 24th of October, at 1 p. M., the British 12-pounder 
32-gun frigate Orpheus, Captain William Hills, being on her 
passage from the Island of Temate, one of the Moluccas, to the 
Straits of Banca, discovered and chased two sail oft' Togolanda; 
which eventually proved to be the Dutch India-company's ships 
Zeelast and Zeevraght, each mounting 22 guns of different cali. 
bers, and laden witli rice, powder, shot, gun-carriages, and other 
stores; the first having a crew of 42 men, commanded by Cap
ta.in Pieter Janson, and the other a crew of 33 men, commanded 
by Captain Pieter Meuse. 

At 3 P. M. it fell calm, and the Orpheus had to hoist out all 
her boats to tow. At 6 P. M., on a breeze springing up, the 
frigate cast oft'the boats, and made all sail, but did not arrive np 
with the ships until 8 h. 46 m. P. M.; when, having one on each 

• bow, the Orpheus opened her fire upon the two, and in a quar.. 
ter of an hour compelled them to surrender; the Zeelast with 
the loBS of one man killed, and tlie Zeevraght of six men 
wounded. The Orpheus herself had also one o( her best seamen 
killed while employed in the main top, and five seamen wounded. 

On the 16th of November, at daybreak;the south-west end of 
Porto-Rico bearing north-east distant 10 or 12 leagues, the 
:British IS-pounder 36-gun frigate Crescent, Captain William 
Grenville Lobb, and 16-gun ship-sloop Calyp_so, Captain Joseph 
Baker, having in charge a convoy from England and Cork 
bound to Jamaica, fell in with a Spanish squadron, consisting of 
the 64-gun ship Asia, Commodore Don Francesco Montes, 40-
gun frigate (I8-pounder) Anfitrite, Captain Don Diego Vill~ 
gomez, and 16-gun ship-corvette Galgo, Captain Don Josef de 
Arias, from Santo-Domingo bound to Havana. ' 
. The two former-of these ships being directly in the course of 

• MIIl'IIulll, vol. i., p. iIl7. 
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the convoy to leeward standing on the Iarboard tack, Captain 
Lobb made the signal for his charge to haul to the wind on the 
starboard tack. Meanwhile the Calypso, followed by the Cres
"cent, stood on ahead to reconnoitre the strangers; and, on dis
covering them to be enemies, made the signal to that effect to 
the convoy. Ordering the Calypso by signal to chase north
west, the direction in which lay the body of the convoy, the 
Crescent bore up to within random-shot of the Spanish 64 and 
frigate in the hope to draw them from the merchantmen. At 
9 A..M. the Asia and Anfitrite tacked towards the convoy: 
immediately on which the signal was made for the vessels to 
disperse. 

About this time the Spanish corvette was observed standing 
for the ships 'of the convoy which had hauled their wind. 
To relieve these, the Crescent hauled her wind: a manreuvre 
which was every way successful; as she not only captured and 
carried off the Galgo, but induced the Asia and Anfitrite to 
discontinue the chase of the leeward most vessels, and haul up 
also, in the vain hope to save their companion. Moreover. 
while the Calypso ran off tQ.leeward with one part of the convoy. 
the Crescent and her prize led the other part to windward; and 
in less than a week afterwards the whole convoy, except one 
ship, the General-Goddard, were at anchor in Port-Royal. 
Jamaica. In this case, whatever we may think of the indeter
minate behaviour and gross mismanagement of Commodore DOl} 

Francisco Montes, we cannot but admire the prokDpt decision 
and skilful manreuvres of Captain Lobb. 

On the 22<1 of November, at 5 p. M., the British hired cutter 
Courier, of 12 long 4-pounders and 40 men, Lieutenant Thomas 
Seade, cruising off Flushin~, observed a suspicious sail bring to 
a bark. The cutter immediately hauled hel' wind in chase, and, 
as she passed the bark, learnt from her that the other vessel was.. 
a French privateer. The Courier thereupon ·crowded sail in 
pursuit; and on the 23d, at 9 .A.. M. LowestofJ'e bearing north
west by west distant 10 or 12 leagues, succeeded in overtaking 
the French cutter-privateer Guerrier, of 14 long 4-pounders and 
44 men, commanded by Citizen Felix L. Lallemand. A warm 
and close action ensued, and lasted 60 minutes, when the Guer .. 
rier struck her colours. 

The Courier had her master, Mr. Stephen Marsh, killed at tne 
commencement of the action, and two seamen wounded, the 
Guerrier, four killed and six wounded. These as is evident 
without the aid of a tabular statement, were a well-matched 
pair of combatants; and the action was manfully sustained 
on both sides. Shortly after his ca,Pture of this privateer. 
Lieutenant Searle obtained that promotIon, to which, by bis pre-. 
vious gallantry on more than one occasion, he had fully entitled 
himself. 

OJ) the 24th of Nov.,rnber, at daybreak, the Blitish 12-pounder 
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32-gun frigate Solebay, Captain Stephen Poyntz, cruising off 
the island of' St.-Domingo, discovered four vessels under easy 
sail in the north-west or windward quarter. Although rather 
scattered, owing to a strong gale whIch had blown during the 
night, the strangers were a French squadron, composed of the 
Egyptien, an armed store-ship having a broad pendant and two 
rows of ports, out of the upper of which she carri~d 18 long 
brass 12-pounders and two brass 36-pounder carronades, with a 
complement of 137 men; the ship-corvette Eole, of 16 long 
bl·ass 8-pounders and two brass 36-pounder carronades, and a 
crew of 107 men, the_brig-corvette Levrier, of 12 long brass 8-
pounders and 96 men, and the schooner Venieur (late Char
lotte, British),.of eight long brass 6-pounders and 91 men. 
This squadron had recently arrived at Cape-Fran~ois from 
Rochefort, and was now bound on a particular service to 
Jacmel. 

At 6 A. M., after making some signals which convinced Captain 
Poyntz that the squadron was French, the Egyptien set all sail, 
and, accompanied by ber consorts, steered towards Cape Ti
buron. The Solebay, crowding sail also, followed in pursuit, 
and kept watching for an opportunity to separate a force which, 
while it remained united, was too formidable to be attacked. 
By 2 P. M. the wind had very much decreased; but tbe Sole
bay, being the weathermost ship, continued to feel its influence 
in a considerable degree, while the Egyptien and her consorts 
lay nearly becalmed, and were still much disunited, the commo
dore and the brig being .to windward, and the second shjp and 
the schooner at some distance to leeward. Thus favoured, the 
frigate ran between the two divisions; and, closing with the two 
weathermost vessels, captured them in succession after a slight 
l"esistance. Observing the fate of their commodore, the ship 
and schooner to leeward now endeavoured, by a light air of wind 
which then sprang up, to effect their escape; but they were 
soon overtaken by the Solebay, and, after receiving a few of her 
shot, hauled down their colours. 

Thus were taken, at one time, four French vessels, mounting 
between them 58 guns and manned with 431 men, by a British 
frigate mounting at the most 38 guns, with a crew of' about 21~ 
men; and all WIthout a casualty on either side. In tbis affair; 
BO highly creditable to the officers and crew of the Solebay, no 
gazette-letter was published: we therefore suppose that none 
was-transmitted to Admiral Sir Hyde Parker, the commander-in
chief on the station. If an omission of this kind affected only 
the individual who was the cause of it, no one would have a 
right to complain; but, on board a frigate especially, there are 
several commissioned officers whose main hope of advancement 
in their profession may be for ever blighted by such an apparent 
neglect in their captain. In this very instance, Lieutenant 
Robert Scott, first of the Solebay, waS not made a commander 

Digitized by Google 

" 8 

C 



1799 •. RACOON AND: INTREPIDE. 369,. 

until three years after the capture of the Egyptien and her three 
consorts; and yet there can be little doubt tllat he. wou~d ~ave. 
been promoted immediately, had the usual letter been transmiUed . 
to the admiralty •. We presume, however, that the bo~ did,' 
at a subsequent day, become acquainted with the particulars of 
the .Solebay's;performance, as Admiral Parker was directed to 
signify to Captain Poyntz their lordship's high approval of his. 
conduct. . 

One. only of the four vessels captured by.the Solebay, was. 
found calculated to serve in. the British navy. . The Eole, or. 
Eolan, as named in Steel, a fine fast-sailing co"ette of 39Q tons, 
became afterwards. the 18-gun ship-sloop NilJll'()d, and continued, 
for several years to be an. active cruiser. 

On the 3d of. December, in the morning, the British l8-gun 
brig-sloop Racoon (16 carronades; 32-:-pounders, and two long . 
sixes), Captain Robert. Llold, being about five miles from 
Dover, observed an enemy s lugger board a merchant brig. 
Instantly the Racoon made sail; and, after a running firtl of 
about 40 minutes, laid the lugger alongside. A smart fire waa 
then maintained by both vessels, until the lugger, which was 
the Intrepide, of Calais, mounting 16 guns (probably 4-pounders), ' 
with a crew of 60 men, havins had her foremast and bowsprit 
shoLaway, and being otbel'Wlse much damaged, struck her 
colours. 

The Racoon had all her fore shrouds on the starboard side 
shot away, and her foremast badly wounded: her loss, however, 
was trifling, amounting, out of her crew of 120 men and boys, to 
only two wounded, the captain (slightly) and one seaman. The 
loss of the Intrepide amounted to.13 killed and wounded; a loss . 
which, coupled with the privateer's disabled state, proves how 
resolutely her commander,-Gitizen Saillard, his officers and crew, _ 
bad. defended their vessel, and t.hat, too, against an opponent of 
a most decided superiority of force. ' The injured state of the. 
Racoon's foremast prevented her from pursuing the brig; which 
was .t~e Melcombe, from London to Plymouth, with malt. The: 
Intrepide was quite a new vessel, and,. for a lugger, of very 
large dimensions, measuring nearly 200 tons. ,-The Racoon. 
measured 317 tons •. 

On the 17th of December, at 9 A. M., while the British 18-
pounder 36-gun frigate Glenmore, Captain George Duff', and, 
12-tJOunder32-gun frigate Aimable, Captain· Henry Raper, 
bavmg in charge an outward-bound West India convoy of be-. 
tween 40 aud50 sail, were off' the island of Porto-Santo,steer
ingto the south-west with a fresh breeze from north-west by 
north, one of the convoy made the signal for a stt:ange sail in 
the-south by west. At9h. 30m. the Aimable discovered three 
sail; two ofwbich appeared to be ships of war, and tb~ third a 
large merchant ship without topgallantmasts. . They were, in 

VOL. 11. . 2 B . 

Digitized by Google 



370 LIGHT SQUADRONS AND SINGLE SHIPS. 1799. 

:fad, the Freach 36-gun frigate Sirene, Co~odore Jean-Mane 
&naud, and Is.guri ahiP"Corvette (long 12-pounders) Bergere" 
with the Calcutta extra-fndiaman, of 819 tons, which they had 
that morning captured. The frigate and corvette had sailed 
from Rochelle, and were bound to Cayenne i the latter with 150 
troops, and the .former with 300, liesides Victor Hugues, of 
West India notoriety, and his family. 

At 10 A. M. the Aimable spoke the Glenmore; and shortly 
afterwards the two frigates, the latter preceding, made sail in 
chase. At a few minutes past 11 .&. H. the merchaDt prize hauled' 
up to about. east-south-east, while the French frigate and cor
vette continued their course to the south-west. This man~uvre, 
in all probability, was meant to operate as a decoy to the two 
Britisl1 frigates; and it partiaJly succeeded, for at about 11 h. 
30 m. A. 11. the Glenmore, in consequence of the merchant ship 
without topgallantmasts "ha'Ving the appearance of a rase," 
hauled up ID chase of her, making the signal to the Aimable 
"to prepare for battle." After about an Ilour's chase, and the 
discharge of one or two shot by the Glenmore, the Calcutta 
showed an English ensign, hove to, and was recaptured; the 
Glenmore herself lying to and sending ber boat 'on' board, 
although, as it would appear, an armed merchant ship was close 
at hana ready to perform the office, and quite able to have se
cured the prize, had the latter made the slightest attempt to 
e~cape. 

The Aimable meanwhile, baving clearly, from the first, made 
out the peaceable character of the ship to windward, had stood 
away south-south-west after the two ships to leeward; and 
which, as evidently, to her at least, were an enemy's frigate and 
corvette. So fast did the Aimable leave her consort, who still 
continued lying by the recapture, that at 1 p. M. the Jower masts 
of the Glenmore were half immerged in the horizon, and at 1 h. 
30 m. no part of her was to be seen. As the Aimable neared the 
enemy, th-e Bergere appeared to be making increased efforts, by 
setting every stitch, of canvass, to keep way with the Sirene, then 
about 500 yards abead, with her sails proportioned to those of 
her comparatively slow-moving consort. 

At 2 h. 40 m. P. M., havinO' arrived within random-shot of the 
Bergere,the Aimable hoiste'a her colours, and fired at the latter 
one of her forecastle guns; whereupon the Sirene discharged a 
gun to leeward, and hoisted a French. ensign and commodore's 
pendant. The corvette also hoisted her colours, and commenced 
firing at t~e Aimable; who returned the fire, hoping to disable 
the Bergere, 'bu.t still ke.pt up a little~ to engage the Si~ne to 
advantage •. WIth the VIew offrustratmg the apparent deslgn of 
the Aimable upon the corvette, the French frigate wore rqund 
and came astem of her. In consequence of this the Aimable 
was obliged to shorten sail and keep away at the same time, in. 

Digitized by Google 

~ 
1 
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,order to follow the motions of the Sirene, along whole gang. 
'ways were now seen, planted three deep, a namerous body' 
.of troops. 

AlthOugh the wind was, fresh and the sea high, the Sir~ne, a 
'.ship of about 920 tons, appeared by'her stability and steadi
.De88 to feel little of its ~t9; while the ~!Ilable, a shi~ of 

. '182 tons, and very deep mth stores and prov1slons, kept rolling 
her maindeck guns in the water. Under these cireeOlltancea, 
and perceivi~ no chance cl separating the two ships, the 
,Aimable remamed within gun.abOt on the f~te'. weather. 
quarter, in the hope that the Glemnore, a ship of 926 to~, 
.and, as carrying a tier of IS-pounders, a match for the Sireae 
-and Bergere together, would come to her 1I.8sistance. At ODe 
time, indeed, a ship was seen to windward; but, haviDgllO 
studding-sails set, she did not promise a speedy reinforcement. 
Nor :was this shi., the Glenmore, but one of the armed vessels 
of the convoy, the Bellona, who had followed the Aimable in 
her chase, in Order, 8S the muter of her, with a feeling that, 
had he been otherwise circnmstanced, might have prompted 
him to do more, said, "to look on." Had the Belloaa gone yet 
further beyond the strict line Qf her duty, and set her studding
aiI8, the Sit-ene, in all probability, would. have mistaken the 
,bold merchant ship for 8 vessel of war, and, abandoning the 
Bergere to the Aimable, have sought her own safety in ftijl;ht. 

Having maintained his station within gon-shot of the French 
frigate arid corvette until dark,. and being, by t.he ship's reckon
~, 15 miles at least from the convoy intrusted to his joint
cili8rge, and at an equal distance, as then appeared and really 
was the case, from those alone to whom he could look for snp
J)Ort, Captain Raper .considered that he was not justified in & 

farther lursuit of the Sirene and Bergere, now especially that 
they ha bore up. The Aimable accordingly, after making sig. 
nals with rockets and blue-lights, none of which were answered, 
.toad away to the north·west in search of her consort and con·' 
'Yoy. On the 18th, at 1 h. 30 m. A. M., the Aimable rejoined 
them, fortunately without any loas of men, and with only a 
slight damage to her rigging and sails. 

This afFair excites a mixed feeling of regret, that Captain 
DDft' should first have mistaken a merchant ship for a rase, and 

then have felt himself bound to keep in the midst of his convo" 
eTen after his consort, by his ~rmission, had gone in chase of a 
superior force; and of the highest admiration at the gallantry 
of Captain Raper, who, had fortune placed him in tbe com· 
mand of an 18, instead of 12 pounder frigate, would, most 
likely, unless flight saved them, have captured both the Sirene 
and Bere:ere. 

According to the brief notice of this affair in the Moniteur, no 
damage or loss worth mentioning was sustained by either French 
ship, or rather by the Sirene, fo' DO otbel' French ship is allowed 
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. to have been· present. The" san~froid" of VictorHuguei is 

. much praised, and so is the gallantry .of the French, 'and the 
shyness of the British commodore; in which, however, is meant, 

,not Captain Duff of the Glenm6re,. but Captain Raper of the 
Aimable, as appears' by the following passage in the account: 
"Un combat s'engagea entre la Sirene et une fregate anglaise, 

. ,qui, apr~s quelques volees de canons et de mitraille, et quoilJ.ue 
,outenue rar plu,ieurs autre, frigates qui etaient en vue, qwtta 
la'partie; Stc. We need only· to remind the reader, that it;Was 
a Commodore Jean-Marie Renaud who, about five yem before, 
when commanding the French 36-gun frigate ,Prudente, behaved 
in so discreditable a manner off the Isle of France.... There, too, 
. the French account contained several mistatements, and be
stowed very great praise upon monsieur the commodore. 
· . On the 21st of Decemlier, in the eveninf;, the British hired 
-lO-gun cutter Lady-Nelson, while off Cabnta point, was sur
rounded and engaged by two or three French privateers and 
some gun-vessels, in sight of the WO-sun ship Queen Charlotte 
and 36-gun frigate Emerald, lying m Gibralter bay. Vice
admiral Lord Keith, whose flag was flying ,on board the former 
. ship, immediately ordered the bonts of the two to' hasten 
toWards the combatants, in the hope that it might encourage the 
La~y~Nelson to resist, until she could approach near enough to 
be covered by the guns of the ships. 

Before the boats could get up, however, the Lady-Nelson 
had been captured, and was in tow by two of the privateers. 
.Notwithstanding this, Lieutenant William Bainbridge, in ·the 
· Queen-Charlotte's barge, with 16 men, ran alo.ngside of, boarded 
· with the greatest impetuosity, and after a sha!p conflict carried, 
the Lady-Nelson; taking as prisoners seven French officers and 
27 men: six or seven others had been killed or knocked over
board in the scuffle, 

. In the mean time the two privateers, having cut the tow
.ropes and· made off towards Algesiras, were pursued· by Lord 
Cochrane in the Queen-Charlotte's cutter. The darkness of the 

. ,nisht prevented the boats from acting in concert,. otherwise bOth 
pnvateers would probably have been taken. LIeutenant Bain
·bridge 'was severely wounded in the head by the stroke of a 
sabre, and slightly in other places. Some of his men were also 
wounded. These boat-attacks are desperate affairs, and few 
,have exhibited more gallantt·y than that,which, ended in the 
recapture ofthe British cutter Lady-Nelson. 
. On the 26th of December, at 10 h. 15 m. A. M., the Dodman 

bearing north distant seven or eight leagues, the British cutter 
Viper, of fourteen 4-:pounders and 48 men and boys, Lieutenant 
John Pengelly, perceIving a suspicious-looking vessel to wind
ward,tacked arid stood after her. At 10 h. 45 m. A. M. the Viper 

. ,brought the stranger to close actioll, which continued· for three 
• See vo!. i., p. ~13. 
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qllarters of an hour, when· the' latter sheered off. The Viper 
immediately:gave chase; and, after a running fight of an ·hour 
and a half, had the good fortune to lay her opponent on board. 
,Two well-directed broadsides then compelled the French lugger
priVateer Furet, of fourteen 4-pounders, and 57 out. of a com
plement of 64 men (seven having been sent away in a prize on 
that morning), commanded by Citiien Louis Bouv.et, to strike 
her colours. 

The Viper had her mainmast rendered unserviceable by the 
privateer's shot, and her. rigging and sails very much cut; but 
the cotter escaped with only her 80mmander (slightly) aod one 
seaman wounded. The Furet's rigging and sails were in as bad 
a condition as the Vip'er's, and her loss much greater; amount
ing to four seamen kIlled, her tlrst and second captains, and six 
seamen wounded, four of them dangeronsly. 

This was a very spirited little 8.ffair, and ranks with' the 
Courier and Guerrier as to the near equality of the match. 
Moreoverit was, as will he recollected, the second occasion where 
the Viper cutter, uuder the same commander, had captured a 
French privateer of equal force.· '. 

COLONIAL EXPEDlTIONS.-"';WEST INDIES. 

On the 31st of July an expedition intended to act a~a,inst the 
Dut(fh island of Surinam, composed of the 98~gunshlp Prince
of~Wales, Captain Adrian Renou, bearing . the ftagof Vice
admiral Lord Hugh. Seymour, 74-gun ship Invincib~e, CaptiUn 
William Cayley, four frigates, one 20-gun ship, and one gun-

. brig" having on board a body of troops commanded by Lieu
tenant-general Trigge,. sailed from Port-Royal bay, Martinique • 

. On the 11 th of August the expedition made the coast· of 
Surinam to windward of the river of that name, and on the ] 6th, 
in the afternoon, stood in and came· to an anchor off the mouth 
of the river. A summons was immediately sent in· t.o tlle 
governor of the colony, who J'equested and received 48 hours to 
consider of the proposals. On the 18th the Dutch· governor 
consented to treat; and on the 19th, on account of the shallow- . 
ness of the water, the troops were removed from the two line
of-battle ships to the frigates. . This done, the latter, with the 
admiral and general on board of one of them, weighed and pr-o
ceeded to a fresh anchorage about two miles up the river. 

In this l'1ituation the British squadron continued until the 
night of· the 20th, when the capitulation was returned fin~lly 
rati~ed and confirmed by the governor; and on the following 
day, the 2]st,' Fort New-Alllsterdam was taken possession of, 
and the garrison; numbering 750 men, 'of whom 250 only were 

. regulars, marched out with the honours of war. On the 22d 
several other forts and posts, includipg the town of Paramaribo, 

• See p.82. 
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the capital of the colony, were takea quiet posaession of, and 
the whole of Surinam surrendered to the arms of Great Britain. 

The oDIy Teasels of war, tound lying in Suriaam. river, were 
the Frenc1i lhip-conette, H1I8IIar', of 20 long ~ers,. aIId 
the Dutch brig corvette, Cam~b8.ID, of 16 long 6-pounden. 
:Both vessels were added to the British DayY; the latter by her 
own name, aDd the former bY' the Jl8IIle of the colony in Whose 
waters she had been captured. 

lWft'IlIDIBI. 

Although, from its situation, not a place at the reduction of 
which the British navy could co-operate, yet, as the capital of 
an immense territory, and the residence of a powerful and 
enterprising chief already named in these pages, the fortress of 
. S~Jlatam claims to have its surrender noticed. . 

The British and native troops assembled for the reduction of 
this important fortress were commanded by Lieutenan~enera1 
Harris; and on the 30th of April, the batteries of the former 
began to batter in breach. On the 3d of May, a breach was 
reported practicable; and on the 4th, the capital of Mysore was 
carried bI assault, with a loal to the British and native troolls 
of 83 killed (l3 only of the latter), 297 wounded, and SIX 
missing. Among the killed.in defending Seringapatam, was 
the Sultan Tip~ib, whose body after a long search, was 
found under a heap of slain in one of the gateways. Several of 
the gallant Tippoo's chiefs and bead men fell on the same 
occasion. 

Among the numerous prisoners taken in the fortress were a few 
French officers; and, among Tippoo's papers, was found the 
clearest evidence of the good understanding that had subsisted 
between the deceased Sllltan and the French government; and 
this even whi,le Tipp?o was negotiating, ~ seeminK heartiJ;te~ 
and ~d futh, WIth the Earl of Mornmgton. Of the ongm 
and Jll success of a previous application on the part of the 
Ill1ltan for a supply of French troops, we have already given 
some account.t By the documents found at Tippoo-Saib'a 
death, it appears that the French govemment was also to sup
ply him with naval officers, who were to receive a large Ply; 
that Mangalore was to be Tippoo'. principal seaport, aDd that 
Goa and even Botnbay were to have been attacked: the first'of 

. which settlements, on their anticipated eu., reduction, was to be 
retained by Tippoo, and the latter to be glveIl up to the French. 

• So. with the usual _tituuOll of 0 for S pouDders. represented ill 
Lord Hugh's letter; but as the ship WII,only 418 tons, we consider that the 
... were either fewer in number, or ora lighter ca.liber, probably 6-pounders. 

t Seep. 213. • 
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APPENDIX. 

No. 1. S'ee p. 1. 

A list of ships of the line and fiigates, late belonging to the French navy, 
captured, destroyed, wrecked, foundered, or accidentally burnt, during the 
year 1796. 

G1III.Bh1p 

74 

Name. Bow, when, UI4 when !oat. 

L • Grand Stevenet, in going out of {
Wrecked, December, 16, on the 

S"dulsant ........ -................ Brest. About 686 of her 1300 
. seamen and troops p erishe d. 

Gun.frig. '~ Foundered, December 50, olf' the 

{ 
Scevola ............................ coast of Ireland. Crew saved 

44 by the French 74 Revolution. 

~ Wrecked, at same tinJe, on the 
... Impatien~ .............. , •• 1. .... Mizen-head; crew, except se-

, ven, perished. 

40 . roserptne ................ , ....... l 36, off Cape-Clear. . { 
(Z) P . S Captured, June 13, by the Dryad, 

~ Captured, April 22, by the Inde-
" Virginie ...... ......... ............ fatigable and squadron, off the 

• Lizard. 
, {Destroyed, AugUst 22, after be-

ing run on shore, on the coast 
Andromaque ..................... of France, by Sir J. B. War-

, ren's squadron. 
CD) Renommte .......... ; ............. S Ca7P4tureffd'SJtulYo12! by the Alfred 

~ , 0 .-D mmgo. 
T 'b S Captured, same day, by the Uni-

" n ltne •••• , •. It ................ It l com 32, off Ireland. 36 

{
Captured, April 13, by the Re-

U ' e volutionnaire38 Cotherfiigates 
" nit u ............ It' It....... ••• ••• in company), off the coast .of 

France. I Captured, December 13, by.the 
Vestale ...... ......... ...... ...... Terpsichore 32, near Cadiz. 

but recaptured next day. 
32 (H) To ' 'Captured, June 7, by the Santa-

lZmue ... ......... •••• ..... ••• ...... Margarita 36, off Ireland. 

~ (I) U ' S Captured, March 9, bv a British 
28 .J.¥cmelu ................................ l squadron, near Tunis. 

. ~ Captured, April 20, by the In-
" Unite ............... ~.............. constant 86, in the Mediter-

ranean. 
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No. 2. See p. 1. 

A list of ships of the line and frigates, late belonging to the Dutch DaY)" 
captured, destroyed, wrecked, loundered, or accidentally burnt, during the 
year J796. 

Bow, wheD, IIIld where lost. 

GUII.abl}' ~ Captured, August 17, by Vi~ 

f ~P) Dordrecht ..................... admiral Elphinstone'ssquadron 

641 :.. ,Revolutie .......... ~............. Ca~t~~alt:~t ~C:O:yHvr!acI_ 
miral Richard Onslow, com-

Zealand ' manding the ships of war at 
" ......... ...... ••• ...... P9'mouth, . having been de-

{

(T) Brake].......... .................. tained in port, by the orders 
. of the British goYernment, since 

54 the commencement of the pre-
ceding year. 

S Captured, August 17, as Dor-
?' V ~-Tromp ...................... ~ drecht, &c. 

GIID·frigate 

{( ) S Captured, August 17, as Dor-
Z Casth.or , ••.••.••••••••••••. I •••• l drecht, &c. . 

40 (B) Tholen ........................... { Ca&~~red, March 4, as Zealand, 

( S Captured, August 17, as Dor-
o ~) Braave ........................... l drecht, &c. ". . 

{

Captured, June 8, by her crew 
mutinying and carrying her 

(G) Jasoo .............................. into Greenock; where the 18-
gun brig-sloop Pelican took 
possession of lier. 

, ~ Captured, May 12, I>y the Phre-
36 (JI) Arga ... ~.............. ............ nix 86, and other ships, in the 

, North Sea 

{

Captured, in March, by the An
, dromeda 32, and two sloops, 

.. Zephyr.... ............ ...... ...... i,n the Frith of Forth; when.> 
she was- lying, unapprized of 
hostilities. 

{
(l) . Sirene ' ........................... S Captured, August 17, as Dor-

26 (.K) Bellona ........................... l drecht, &c. 

~ Captured, Ap,ril 23, by the Bri-
... Thetis .............................. tish at tbe~ surrender of De-

,merara. , 
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No. 3. See p. 1. 

A list of ships of the line and frigates, late belon~g to the Spanish navy. 
, captured, destroyed, wrecked, foundered, or accidentally burnt. during the 

year 1796. 

Name. How, when, and where lost. 

GaD-frig. 
.40 ~ Captured, December 20, by the 

Sabina ••• ••• ....... ........ Minerve 38, off Carthagena, but 
recaptured on the following day. 

34 (D) ~ Captur~, October 13, by the 
.Mahonesa •••••••••••• ...... Terpsichore 32, near Cape de 

Gata, Mediterranean. 

An abstract of French, Dutch, and Spanish ships of the line and frigates. 
captured, &c., during the year 1796. 

Lost through Lost through Total Total 
lost to added 

the enemy. accident. the to the 
r---A---.. " \ P.D.&.S. Britisll. 
Capt. Dest. Wrecked. Foundered. Burnt. navies. navy. 

Ships of the line { ~~. 1 1 
3 3 3 

~ Fr. 
9 1 1 12 8 

Frigates ........... Du. 11 11 10 
Sp. 2 2 1 

Total ...•.....•••...... 25 1 2 1 29 '22 

VOL.lI. 2 po 
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APPENDIX. 

No. 4. See I. 

A list of ships and vessels, late belonging to the British navy, captured~ 
destroyed, wrecked, foundered, or accidentally burnt, the yeal: 1796. 

Commander. How, when, IIIId wh~re lost. 

Gun.shlp {Burnt by accident and blown up, 
80 (K) Ca-Ira mu-m .... Chas. D. Pater 'April 11, San:-Fiorenzo bay = 

crew, except four, saved. 

{
Wrecked, December 18, near the 

N) B H II 11 . foot of Ape's Hill, Straitsot" 

{ 
( Courageuz ....... . a owe '" GOb Ita . 0 t 124 

o j I . ra r. crew, excep , 
74 perished. 

(0) Bomba -Castle .. Tho. Sotheby .• 5 Wr~cked, December 21, in the-
y ~ river Tagus: crew saved. 

{ 
Foundered, October 10, in coming 

54 (S) Malabar ......... Thomas Parr." from the West lndies: crew 
.' saved. . 

. {Wrecked, May 13, on the Isle of 
50 (T) Salisbury ......... Wm. Mitchell Avache, St. Domingo: crew 
. ' saved. 

ftI {Wrecked, August 27, on the 
Gtm. g, • MOl-ant Keys, West Indies: 
88 (Z) Undaunted ....... R. Wmthrop.. d H db A ',L crew save. a een Te,."USC 

. . c. 1793. 
, {FOUndered, January 11; by up-

{ 
(C) LedK " John Woodley setting in a heavy squall, in lat. 

. .." .... "... . 380 8', long. 17° 40': crew", 
36 .. except se~.n, perished. 

(D)Iaunion .: ....... H.W.Bayntun 5 Wrec~ed, December 7, the-
., .. (SWID.: crew SlI-ved. 0 0 

{ 
(If) Active ............. Ed.Lev.Gower 5 Wrecked, in July, in the river-

~ St. Lawrence: crew saved. 
32 . {Burnt by accident and blown up,. 

" Amphiou .......... Israel Pellew.. SpelPtembehr. 22'd in Hamfoazhe,. 
ymout ; an most 0 t e 

crew perished. 
28 (1) Hussar" .......... James Colnett 5 Wrecked, December 27, on the 
G h ' ~ coast of Frauce: crew saved. 

UtI p .• lp {W k dOS d k 20 (0) Narcissus ......... Percy Fraser... rec e, ~t. 3, on an y ey. 
New Providence: crew saved. 

Bb sip {Burnt by accident and blown up, 
18 . (ii) Cormorant ....... Thomas Gott.. Dec .. 24, at Port-au.Prince, St.

Dommgo: crew, except 20. 
perished. 

16 Artlb ................ Step. Seymour 5 Wrecked, June the Pen-
~ marcks near Brest: crew saved~ 

G. br· sip. • . S Foundered, December 31, in the 
18 (Y) Curlew ............. F.VentnsFleld~ North Sea: crew perished. 

( ) S W'Ili S { Foundered, elate unknown, oft'the 
{

a courge............. I am tap.. t f H 11 d d 16 coas 0 0 an : crew save • 
Sin' D . I G . 5 Wrecked, elate unknown, in the " ~ne................ anle u~rlD l Bay of Honduras : crewperished. 



APPENDIX. 

No.4-continued. 

Name. Commander. How. when. and where lost. 

Q. be· &lp. ~ Wrecked, da~ un:known. on 
16 (a) 'I'rompeule .... James R. Watson.. the Farmer-rock, Kinsale: 

crew saved. , 

{
(b) Bermuda ...... Thomas Maxtone •• S Found~red, date unkno~, in the 

14 ~ Flonda gulf: crew penshed. 
Helena Jeremh J Symons S Foundered, Nov. 3, on the coast 

.. ......... •• ~ of Holland: crew, perished. 
Gun.brlg , ~ Captured, October 2, by a Spa. 
10 (1) Experiment ... George Hayes...... nish squadron in the Medi. 

terranean. 

{ 
( m) "-"re John T--'"-l.-- S Wrecked, in Nov., on the co. ast 

8 D~. UJ ......... "' ............... ~ of Dominica: crew saved. 
, Wrecked, in Nov., at Porta

" Yanneau ....... John Gourly ........ S Ferrajo, Mediterranean: crew l saved. 

ABSTRACT. 

Lost throngh 
the enemy. 

Lost throngh 
&l:cldll11t. 

, A 1 ,..---A---.,. 
Capt. Dest. Wrecked, Poundered. Burllt. Total. 

Ships of the line......... • .. 
.. under the line..... 1 

Total........ 1 

.. , 

No. 5. 

,2 
11 

13 

See p. 2-

6 

6 

For the pay and mainten~ce of 100,000 seamen and 20,000 
marines; also the expense of sea-ordnance ............... 

". the ordinary expenses of the navy, including the half-
pa~ to sea and marine officers ....... : ......... ~ •• ; .... ;.: .... 

.. t e extraordinaries; including the building and re-
pairing of ships, and other extra work. ......... ; ............ 

Towards defraymg die expenses, and preventing the in-
crease of the debt of the· navy ................................. 

To defray the expense to be incurred bl increase to the 
pay of the seamen and marines, and y the proposed 
lSSue of fan allowance of provisions ........................ 

1 
2 

3 

£ 
6,240,000 

653,573 

768,100 

5,000,000 

472,000 

8 
20 

23 

s. 
0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

d. 
0 

7 

° 
0 

0 

Total supplies granted for the sea-service ......... £ 13,133;673 1 7 

2F2 
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No. 6. See p. 72. 

The following statement will Ihow the intended order of battle of the 
British fleet in the Camperdown battle, the tonnages and complements of 
the respective ships, together with the damages, as far as they can be 
ascertained, and the loss officially reported to have been sustained in the 
action. 

'fons. Comple. LOSS. 
SHIPS. Principal Damages. mellt. 

K. W. 
----

rR"~'I.. ... 1642 No damage of any consequence 584 0 7 
Director .... 1377 Foreyard shot away, bowsprit 

cl shot through; also boats, 0 .;; 

I ~~:~~g~~'f'~~;;~~~~~q~I~~~~ 485 0 7 .;: I Montagu ... 1631 584 3 5 :.a 
'" 

Veteran ..•.. 1397 Three guns disabled, but no-
'" thing further of consequence 485 4 2 1 il Mo,"~ ... 1612 Hull greatly damaged. Very 

leaky. Spars and rigging un-
hurt ....••... . ••................... 593 36 100 

-e Powerful ... 1627 A good deal hit in hull; and 
j masts, &c. much wounded ... 584 10 78 

Monmouth 1439 No damage of any consequence 485 5 22 
L Agincourt ... 1434 One shot through wind and 

water. Nothing else ma-
terial ....•...... .. •...•.......... 485 0 0 

Triumph .•. 1825 Ve.g leaky from shot-holes. 
hree guns and seven car-

riages disabled. Masts, &c. 
much cut •........•..•..•.....•.. 634 29 55 

cl Venerable ... 1669 Much cut up in hull, and very 
0 leaky. Some light spars, but .;; 

.;: no lower masts, shot away ... 587 15 62 :.a Ardent ...••. 1422 Hull pierced in all directions: .... 
'" all masts, &c. cut, but none ...c:: .... of any consequence shot ell 

'" away .......•...•...•.............. 485 41 107 ~ 

'" Bedford .•.. 1606 Hull hit in many places and 
0 very low. Ship leaky in -c .... consequence. No principal ell 
0 shars shot away, but mo t of -e 
S t em wounded ..••.••..•. '" '" 584 30 41 
tIl 1 LM="'. 1430 No damage of any consequence 485 3 18 

Belliqueux 1379 Hull and spars, particularly 
the former, much shattered ..• 485 25 78 

Adamant .... 1060 No damage of any consequence 338 0 0 
Isis •••.••.•.. 1051 Ditto ••••..••••.•..•.•••.••.••.•••••. 338 2 21 , --- -------

23602 8221 203 622 

The order of battle was reversed : hence, the starboard division led. But 
aeveral of the ships were out of their places. 
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No. 7. See p. 72. 

The following statement contains the names of the Dutch ships in the 
order in which they were drawn up in line, together with their ~espective 
tonnages and complements, and, as far as they can -be ascertained, the 
principal damages and loss sustained by the ships. 

Comple. LOSS. 
SHIPS. Tons. Principal Damages. ruent. . K. W . 

----
Beschermer •••••. 1052 Probably not much damaged in 

hull or spars .................... 350 
Gelykheid" ...... 1305 Believed not to have been dis-

masted; but uncertain ........ 450 40 t 
Hercules'l' ...... .. 1266 Hull torn to pieces, and much 

burnt near the stern. Mizen-
mast shot away, and all spars, 
&c. much cut .................. 450 

Devries" ......... 1360 In the same state of uncertainty 
as Gelykheid ................... 450 

Vryheid .......... 1562 Hull riddled, soas to be scarcely 
seaworthy ; and all three masts 
shot away by the board ...... 550 t t 

States-General ... 1560 Hull agood deal hit: wheelshot 
away: spars, &c. wounded ... 550 20 40 

W assenaer'* •••• •. 1269 Uncertain ... .. ............ . ........ 450 
Batavier .......... 1048 Very trifling, it is believed ...... 350 
Brutus 1560 Ditto ............................... 550 10 50 
Leyden ...... ..... . 1307 Ditto ................................ 450 
Mars ............... 1357 Mizenmast shot away ............ 400 1 -14 
Cerberus ...... ... 1317 No damage of any consequence 450 5 9 
Jupiter· .......... 1559 Hull greatly shattered. Main 

and mizen masts shot away. 
Other masts, &c. cut to pieces 550 t t 

Haerlem ......... 1324 Ditto : also main topmast and 
mizen mast shot away ........ 450 t t 

Alkmaar'* ........ 1041 Hull much cut up : mizen mast 
and main topmast shot away, 
fore and main masts fell after-
wards .. .......................... . 350 26 62 

Delft· •••••••••••. 1050 Hull torn to pieces ............... 375 43 76 
--- -------
20937 7175 490 580 

Monnikendam frigate" ....... 50 40 
----

Total, as published, in gross, in a French newspaper ...... 540 620 

The ships marked ., were captured; the mark t in the loss denotes that the 
amount was great, but, as well as where a blank appears, is unascertainable. 
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No. S. See p.I05 • 

.A list of ships of the line and frigates, late belonging to the French navy, 
captur~ destroyed, w~ecked, foundered, or a.ceidentallybumt, during the 
year 1797. . . 

~un-shlp 

74 

J 
l 

., action with the Indefatigable {
Wrecked, January 13, during IUl 

... Drolts-de-l Homme .......... and Amazon frigates, near the 
• Penmarcks. 

~ Foundered, in November, on her 
... Meduse............... ......... passage from America: crew 

saved by Insurgente. 
: {captured, March 9, along with the 
, . !l2-gun corvette Constance, by 

I¥.slStance .... _............... the San Fiorenzo and .NymJlhe 
frigates, 011' Brest .. 

{
Captured, January 5, with troops, 

Tortue.................. ........ by the Po1yphemllS 64, od" 
. . Ireland. 

, {DestrOYed, July 17, by' 'Sir J.B. 
Calliope .... _ .... _........... Warren's squadron, 01). ~he CP!lSt 

of France.' ... fDestrOyed, April 17, after being 
run on shore, by the ~hunderel:' 

... Hermione ..................... and Valiant 748, oll'St.-Domingo. 'l Misnamed Harmonie in the 
official accoun. and in Steel. 

(D) N~reide ......................... S Captured, December '22, by the 
~ Phrebe frigate, oft'Sicily. 

S '\lan S ·Wrecked, in January, in Bantry ••. urvel te ................... ~ bay. 

No. 9. See p. 105. 

lA. list of ships of the line and frigates, lately belonging to the Dutch navy, 
captured, destroyed, wrecked, foundered, or accidentally burnt, during the 
year 1797. 

Name. 

JGun.ahlp . 

74 S (0) Jupiter ....................... .. 
~ " Vryheid ....................... .. 

{ 

(P) Devries ............ __ ............. ~ .. 
.. Gelykheid ......................... . 

64 .. Hlierlem ............................ .. 
" Herctiles ............................ . 
,. w.assenaer ........................ .. 

DO S (T) Akmaar ............................ .. 
~ " Delft .........••..••............. 

HoW, when, and 'Where lost. 

Captured,October 11, by Admiral 
Duncan, 011' CaDlperdown. 

The Delft foundered on her way 
into port. . 
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10. ,See 100. 

list of ships the line and late belonging' the 
tOUlnct,erea, or accidentally 

navy 
during captured, destroyed, wrecked, 

the year 1797. 

Name. How, when, and where lost •. 

Salvador~el-Mundo •• u ..... { Captured, February t4, by Admiral 
San-J~ef.......................... Si!" John Jervis, off Cape San-
San~Nlcolas._ ... "" ........ ;u ... : VlDcent. ' 

. ~DestrOyed, Feb. 17, in Shagga. 
... San-VIDcente ..... ~........... ramus bay, island of Trinidad. 
... Arrogante ................ :..... . tcY prevl!nt (:aptule' by Rear-
,'.. Gallardo ........................ l admiral Harvey. 

(M) San-Damaso. .................. Captured, on the same occasion. 
. 5C . tu~ . Salvado1:-de~ 

San·Ysldro ..................... ~ ~undo, &0. 
<bJa.fri,. .~ CaptQred, It. pril ~6, by the . Irre. 

{

CD) Ninfu. ...................... ,.... sisti~le 74, 'in Coni! bay, near 
.cadlz.. . 

34 S El {Destroyed, on the same occasion • 
• n anta- ena ............. ".... fit 1..' b h a er uavIDg een on sore. 

San C '}j { De!ltroyed;. 'at the 'Same as . ... la- eel a...... ...... ...... San V' te & - IDcen , c. 

4n abstract of French. Dutch, and Spanish ships of the line and frigates. 
. captured, &0. dUflDg the year 1797. 

LoIIt throl/.llh 
the enemy. 
,.--A--., 

Capt. DOIIe. 

~ Fr 'Ships of the line Du. 7 
Sp. 5 

~ Fr. 3 
Frigates ._ ...... ~;.. 2 

1 

3 
2 

2 

Total ......... 18 7 

Total ToIal 
LoIIt through lost· a.d/JIed 

accident. to the to'the 
, A \ F.D.&S. British 
Wr.ked. FOunderell. »umt. Dui"". • navy •. 

1 ... 1 .... 
7 
8 5 

1 7 3 
2 .1 
3 'I 

2 28 17 
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No. 11. See p. 105. 

A list of ships and vessels, late belonging to the British navy, captured,' 
destroyed, wrecked, foundered, or accident8.lly bumt, during the year 1797. 

Name. COlllJllUlder. How, wheu, and where lost. 

Qan.frIg. --
38 (..4) Artois S'r Edmund Nagle S Wrecked, Ju]y SI, on the coast 

........ I '''l of France: crew saved. 

~ W reeked, Jan. 14, on the French 

{ 
(l!) Amazon ..... Rt. Carth. Reynolds coast, near Isle Bas: crew 

36 saved, but made prisoners. 

~ Wrecked, Nov. 16, off Halifax, 
(D) 7Ti6rme ....... SCOry Barker......... Nova-Scotia: crew, except 

seven, perished. I Captured, Sept. 22, b)' her crew 
a2 (H) Hermione ... Hugh Pigot .......... mutinying and carrylDg her into 

La Guira, South America. 
28 (1) Tartar ....... Hon. C. Elphinstone Wrecked, in ~priI, at the island 

ab of St.-DomlDgo: crew saved. 
G. .(BlU)P. Swift Thomas Ha~...:I Foundered,date unknown, in the 

{ 
......... J .......... China seas: crew perished. 

18 ~ Wrecked, Dec. 27, on Hog-
(Y) Hunter ...... Tudor Tucker ....... island, off Virginia: crew, 

G. bg. Bl except five, saved. 

{
(a) Fortune ...... Valentine Collard "'1 Wrecked, date un~own, near )6 ' Oporto: crew perIShed. 

1"'.,ure ......... Hen.Harding Parker Foundered, January ~, off the 
Shannon: crew perIShed. 

14 (b) Herme' ....... WilIiam Mulso....... Foundered,. Ih'nedJanuary, at sea ; 
G 111 crew pens • 

1ID{' () DA_'>~ Samuel Mason 1 Foundered, date unknown, i,nthe 
14 c .. _."........ ....... North Sea: crew erished. 

Resolution ... WilIiam Hugget ..... Foundered, datE; unI]:own, at 
sea: crew perIShed. 

, ~ Captured, in December, off 

{
(g) Grow]er ..... John HollillgsWOrth. Dungeness, by two French 

12 , row-boats. 
Lacedemonia Matth witS Captured, in May, in the West 

n ew renc ... l Indies, by the French. 
GDD.cut. • {Dl!StroYed, July 24, in front of 

{

(I) FOIf .......... John Glbson ......... Sants,.Cruz: 96 of crew and 
passengers perished.' 

10 {captured, date unknown, by her 
M.-..4ntoindte John M'Inerheny ... crew: mutinying and ~ng 

her lDtO a French port In the 
West Indies. 

, {wrecked, April 27, on the 
F.B. (u) Albion ....... Henry Savage ........ Middle sand, in the Swin: 

crew saved. 
D S ( ) . H h S Wrecked, May 16, in the Pacific 

• • y ProVldence .. W. en. Broug ton l ocean: crew saved. 
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No. ll-continued. 

ABSTRACT. 

Lost through Lost through 
the enemy. accident. 
"..-..A---,. . , ,. , 

C&pt. »est. Wrecked. FoDDdered. BUJ'IIt. Total. 

Ships of the line... •••••• ••• ... 
" under the line ...... 4 

Total ....... ,...... " 

No. 12. 

1 

1 

8 

8 

See p. 107. 

5 

5 

For the pay and maintenance of lOO,OOO seamen and 
20,000 marines; also the expense of sea-ordnance ....... 

" the wear and tear of ships in which they are to serve ... 

" the ordinary expenses of the navy, including the half-
pay to sea and marine officers ............................... 

" the expense of the transport service, and for main-
tenance of prisoners of war ID health ........................ 

,; the extraordinaries; including the building and re-
pairing of ships, and other extra work ..................... 

£ 
6,630,000 

4,290,000 

689,858 

1,200,000 

639,530 

18 

18 

I. 
0 

0 

19 

0 

0 

d. 
0 

0 

7 

0 

0 

Total supplies granted fer the sea-service .............. £13,449,388 19 ? 
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No. 13. See p,'U3. 

Dans notre position, nons devons faire B l' Angleterre une guerre sure, et 
nous le pouvons. Que nous soyons en paix ou en guerre, il nous faut 
quarante ou cinquante millions your reorganiser notre marine. Notre armee 
de terre n'en sera ni plus ni monis forte; au lieu que la guerre oblige l' Angle
terre a faire'des prepHratifs immenses 'qui 'ruinent ses finances, <Mtruisent 
l'esprit du commerce, et changent absolument la'conStitution et les mreurs de 
ce periple. Nous devons employer tout l'ete B armer notre escadre de Brest, 
a fiiire exercer nos matelots daDS la rade, a achever les vaisseaux qui sont en 
construction a Rochefort, a Lorient et a Brest. Si l'on met quelque activite 
dans ces travaux, nous pouvons esperer d'avoir, au mois de Septembre, trente
cinq vaisseaux a Brest, ! compris les quatre ou cinq nouveaux que I'on peut 
construire a Lorient et a Rochefort. 

Nous aurons vers la fin du mois, dans les diiFerens ports de la Manche, pres 
de deux cents chaloupe;! canonnieres: il faut les placer a Cherbourg, au 
Havre, a Boulogne, a Dunkerque et a Ostende, et employer tout l'ete l\ 
amariner nos soldats. En continuant a donner B la commission des cOtes de 
la Manche trois cent mille fri.nc:s par decade, nous pouvons faire construire 
deux cents autres chaloupes d'une dimension plus forte et propres-a ~ 
,porter des chevaux. Nous auriGIISdonc 'au molS de Septembre quatre cents 
.c:haloupes canonnieres B Boulogne, et vingt-cinq vaisseaux de perre a Brest. 
Le!! Hollandais peuvent avoir ~ement dans eet intervalle douze vaisseaux 
de guerre au TexeL' , 

N ous avons dans la Mediterranee deux especes de vaisseaux: Douze vais
seaux de construction fran~se, qui peuvent, d'ici au mois de Septembre, 
etre augmentes de deux nouveaux; neuf de construction venitienne. Il 
serai~ possible, ap~es l'expedition que le. gouvemement prQ,jette dans la 
Memterranee de f81re passer les quatorze lIBISSeIWX a Brest, et de garder dans 
la Mediterranee simplement les neuf vaisseaux venitiens, ee qui nous ferait, 
dans le courant du mois d'Octobre oude Novembre, cinqwmte ft.isseaux .de 
guerre fran~ a Brest, et presque autant de &egates. , 

Il serait possible alors de transporter quarante mille hommes Bur le point 
de l' A~leterre que 1'0n voudrait, en mtant, meme un combat naval, si 
l'enneml etait plus fort, dans le temps que quarante mille hommes menace
raient de patir sur les quatre cents chaloupes canounieres et autant de 
bateaux-pecheurs de Boulogne, et que I'escadre Hollandaise et dix mille 
hommes de transport menaceraient de se porter en Ecosse. L'invasion en 
Angleterre, executee de cette maniere, et dans les mois de Novembre et de 
Decembre, serait presque eertaine. L' Angleterre s'epuiserait par un eiFort 
immense, et qui ne la garantirait pas de notre invasion. ' 

En eiFet, I'expemtion dans I'Orient obligera I'ennemi d'envoyer six vais
seaux de guerre, de plus dans I'Inde, et peut-etre le double de fregates a l'em
bouchure de la Mer Rouge: elle serait obligee d'avoir de vingt-deux B vingt
cinq vaisseaux a l'embouchure de la Mediterranee; soixante vaisseaux devant 
Brest et douze devant le Texel; ce qui formerait un total de cent trois vais
seaux de guerre, sans compter eeux qu'elle a aujourd'hui en Amenque et aux 
Indes, sans compter les dix ou douze vaisseaux de 50 canons avec une ving
wne de fregates, qu'elle serait obligee d'avoir pours'opposer, a l'invasion de 
Boulogne. Nous nous conserverions toujours mattres de la Mediterranee. 
puisque nous y aurions neuf vaisseaux de construction venitienne. 
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Il y aurait encore un moyen d'augmenter nos forces dans cette mer: ce 
serait de mire ceder par l'Espagne trois vaisseaux de guerre et trois Cregates 
a la republique ligurienne. Cette republique ne peut plus litre aujourd'hui 
qu'un departement de la France:- elle a plus de vmgt mille excellens 
marins. Il est d'une tres.bonne politique de la part de la France de mvoriser 
la republique ligurienne, et d'exiger mcme qU'elle ait quelques vaisseaux de 
,guerre. Si l'on prevoit des .difficul~a ce que"rEspagne cede a nous ou a la 
republique ligunenne trois vaisseaux de guerre, je croirais utile que nous
memes. nous veDdissions a la' republique ligurienoe ,trois· des' neuf vaisseaux 
que nous avons pris aux Venitiens, et que nous exigeassions qu'ils en con-
8truisissent trois autres: c'est une bonne ~,.mpntee par de tlons mariW!, 
que nous trouverons avoir gagnee. Avec l'argent que nous aurons des 
'Liguriens, nous ferons faire a Toulon trois bon, vaisseaux de notre constm~ 
tion: car les vaisseaux de construction venitienne exigent autant de matelots 
qu'un bon vaisseau de 74 j et des matelots, voilA notre partie faible. Dans 
les evenemens futurs qui peuvent arriver, ,il nous est extremementavan
tageux que les trois republiques d'Italie, qui doivent balancer les forces du 
roi de Naples et du grand-duc de Toscane, aient une marine plus forte que 
ceDe du roi de Naples.-rlCtoire, et Conqu2te" tome x., p. 375. 

- Tel fut en eff'et son sort six au sept ans plus tard. 

\ 
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No. 14. See p. 183. 

On the lOth, at 9 A. M., Lieutenant Duval embarked on board a three
masted, lateen-rigged Scanderoon boat, laden with beans, and armed with 
two swivels. On the 1 Ith, at 4 p. M., he lost sight of the fleet, and steered 
north-east, passing within a mile and a half of the Swiftsure and her prize, 
the Fortune corvette. On the 16th, at 5 P. M., the boat anchored within 
three-quarters of a mile of Scanderoon; and saluted the town (a little paltry 
place, in the midst of a swamp) with five swivels, but was not answered. 
This, and the non-appearance ot any colours, raised a suspicion that the 
French party prevailed in the town. At length a boat came off, having on 
board a Turk, who called himself captain of the port. At Lieutenant 
Duval's request the colours were hoisted: he then went on shore, saw the 
governor in his mud-house, delighted him with the account of the action, and 
obtained his promise to furnish guards for the journey to Aleppo. On the 
18th, at 5 A. M., Lieutenant Duval, having, the preceding day, sent his ei~ht 
men to Cyprus, for the English consul to forward them to Naples, and havlDg 
procured for himself an Arab dress and a servant, and been furnished by the 
governor with the two promised guards, set off on his journey. At 4 P. M. 
the party arrived at Aleppo. It took IlDtil the 27th, to make the necessary 
preparations for crossing the desert. At noon on tllat day the cavalcade, con
sisting of 24 Arabs, 19 camels, and a horse for Mr. Duval, quitted A1eppo. 
At noon on tile 4th of September, after undergoing the usual fatigue of a 
journey across the desert, Lieutenant Duval and his escort arrived at Juba, a 
small town situated on the Euphrates. On the 7th, at 2 P. M., he reached 
Bagdad. On the next day, the bashaw, who was highly pleased with the 
news of the defeat sustained by the French, requested Lieutenant Duval to 
wait up,on him, dressed in his uniform. He did so; and, passing an ante
room tilled with guards and attendants, found the bashaw seated in state, on 
a very rich cushion, with a minister on each side of him. The floor of the 
apartment was covered with a rich carpet, and the walls and pillars hung with 
mirrors of various hues, the reflection from which gave to the room a very 
splendid appearance. The bashaw then ordered two attendants to clothe 
Lieutenant Duval with a handsome pelisse; and, .pointing to a boat riding 
in the Tigris, asked him if she would answer his purpose. The lieutenant 
made a suitable reply, and departed. On passing through the streets, he was 
greeted with "God save and prosper the English." On the 9th Lieutenant 
Duval, with a proper escort of servants and guards, embarked in the 
governor's boat; and, on the 19th, landed on the west side of the -river, 
within four miles of Bassorah. Shortly afterwards the lieutenant got on 
board the Fly packet, and on the 21st of October arrived in safety at 
Bombay. 
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No. 15. See p. 252. 

A list of ships of the line and frigates, late belonging to the French navy, 
captured. destroyed, wrecked, foundered, or accidentally burnt, during the 
year ]798. 

Gun.ship 

120 

74 

Name. How. when, and where lost. 

~ Destroyed by fire, August I, in 
Orient ... ............ ......... the action with Rear-admiral 

Nelson's fleet, in Aboukir bay. 

(K) Franklin .................... . 
.. Tonnant .................... . 

(M) Aquilon ................... .. 
.. Spartiate ................... .. 

(0) Conquerant ................. . 
Peuple-Souverain ....... .. 

Captured on the same occasion. 

Guerrier .................... . 
Heureux ..•.•.•••••..••...... 
Mercure .••••..•.•....•••.•••• 

~ Destroyed on the same occasion 
Timol~n ..... ............... by her own crew, after having 

been run on shore. 

~ Captured, April 21, by the Mars 
(M) Hercule ..................... 74, near the nec du Raz, coast 

of France. 

.. 
. I Captured, October 12, by Sir 

John Borlase Warren's squa-
Hoche ............ ...... ...... dron, off the north-west coast 

l of Ireland. 

Q e-J 'n S Accidentally burnt, May I, at uatorz Ul et ............ ~ . Lorient. 

GDD.frIgate 

(Z) Loire S Captured, October 18, by the ........................ l Anson 44, off coast of Ireland. 

40 " 
{

Captured, June 80, by the Jason 
Seine ........................ and Pique frigates, in the Pas-

sage Breton, coast of France. 

( ) I · S Captured, October 20, by the 
B mmortabte .................. ~ Fisgard 38, near Brest. 
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No.l~ 

Name. How, when, and when loet. 

GllD-frig. 

A~~· {Destroyed by fire. at the capture 
I1A::WISe •••••••••••••••••••••••• fF kli T t,& o ran n, onnan c. 

8erieuse .•••••••••••••••••••••••••• S Destroy:ed.occas- by beiag sunk on sa.me-
lion. 

{
Destroyed, May 81, after being 

C flan run on shore by the Hydra 
OD te •••••• •••••• •••••• ...... frigate, a cutter, and bomb,. 

near HAvre. 

36 

~.. Coquille ........................ ~ .. 5 Captured at the same time asth~ 
(D) Embuscade ........................ l Hoche~ . 

B II 5 Captured, October 12, by th~ 
e ona ........................... l Ethalion frigate,- off l-reland. 

~ CaJl~ured, August 24, by th~ 
Decade ••. ......... ...... .......... iiigates Magnanime.and Naiad, 

off Cape Finisterre. 

. 5 Captured, October 18, by th~ 
Rlsolue ...... •.• .................. l MelaInpus frigate, oir Ireland. 

.' . - 5 Captured, June 27, by the Sea-
Sensible ........................... ~ horse frigate, Mediterranean", 
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A list of ships of the line and frigates; late belonging to the Dutch navy. 
. captured, destroyed, wrecked, foundered, or accidentally burnt, during the 

year 1798. 

Name. Bow, when, and where lost. 

Gun.frIg. 

36 (G) Purie .......... :.~ .................... ~ Cal?tur~ 0c1<?ber 24, by the Si-
24 (0) Waakzaamheld .................... 5 nus fngate, lB the North Sea. 

A list of ships of the line and frigates, late belonging to the Spanish navy. 
captured, destroyed. wrecked, foundered, or accidentally burnt, during the 
year 1798. 

Name. How, when, and where lost, 

GaD.frigIo . 

(D) S D · ~ Captured, July 15, by the Lion 
34 ants.- orotea ...... MM ................. 5. 64, off' Cartbagena. 

An abstract of French, Dutch, and Spanish ships of the line and frigates,. 
captured, &c. during the.year 1798. . 

Total Total 
Loat through Lo&t through lost added 
the enemy. . accident. to the to the 
,..--A--..... , " , F.D.&S. British 

Capt. Dest. Wrecked. Foundered. Burnt. navies. navy. 

Ships of the line.. Fr. 11 2 1 14 8 
. ~ Fr. 10 3 ... ... .. . 13 8 
Frigates............. Du. 2 2 2 

Sp. 1 1 1 
..,... 

Total ............... 24 5 1 30 I~ 
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17. See 252. 

A list ships and vessels late belonging to British navy, captured, 
destroyed, wrecked, foundered, or accidentally burnt, during the year 1798. 

Name. Commander. when, and where l .. t, 

Gnn-sbip' 
74 (N) '-'Ul'Ul!l!U~ .... U"'Jq;" 

5 Wrecked, December 10, off Si
u ..... l cily crew saved. 

, ~ Captured, August 18, by the 
50 (T) Leander ..... T. Bould. Thompson Fren~h Genereux, near 

Candla, Mc:diterriilne:an. 

~ Burnt and blown up, July 24, 
(V) Resistance ... Edward Pakenham.. in the Straits of Banca: crew, 

except about five, pt:"",ueu, 

Gun.!rig. {WreCked, July 18, off Cape 

f(A) Aig/e,,, ........ Charles Tyler ...... Farina, coast of Spain: crew 
saved. 

381 {WreCked, October 13, near 
" Jason.nno ...... Charles Stirling.... B~est: crew saved, but made 

prisoners. 

{ . 1 Wrecked, date unknown, on 
36 (D) Hamadryad ... Thos. Elphmsto~.. the coast Portugal, 

. D 'd M'In Wrecked, June 29, the coast 
.. Paquc........... aVI I e. ....... of France: crew saved. 

{(E) L· I J N' M . § Wrecked, April on Rota 
Ive y .......... ames IC. OrriS ~ point, nearCadiz: crew saved. 

32 {Wrecked, April 4, on Mount-
"Pallas ......... Hon. Curzon Batten point, Plymouth 

Sound: crew saved. 

~ Captured, December 14, by the 
32 (H) AlIlIUU5ClI,Ut:. Jenkins..... Fr~nch 2S-gun Bayon-

nalse. 
28 (I) G rl nd .... James Athol Wood 5 Wrecked, July 26, off the coast 

a a .. l of Madagascar: crew saved. 
G. ab. sI. {captured, December 14, by a 

{
(S) Peterel ....... "Charles Long....... S~ish frigate-squadron, off 

" Majorca. 
16 {WreCked, date unknown, in the 

(V) Rover" ........ George Irvine,,,.... gulf of S1. Lawrence: crew 
saved. 

G. b{' S(IPY). Kingfisher ..... Fred. L. Maitland S Wr~ked, Dec. 3, on the bar of 
, ~ LISbon: crew saved. 

18 {Wrecked, February 3, on the 
" Raven .......... J. W. Taylor Dixon Middle ground, near Cux

haven: crew saved. 

{ 
Foundered, May 23, by upset-

16 (a) Braak ............ James Drew...... ting in the Delaware: captain 
. and 34 of her crew perished. 

Gun.brllt C h B M Praed 5 Captured, 26, the coast 
12 (g) ras ............. .. ...... ~ of Holland. 

Gun-sIp. {captured, January 3, by two 
(n) George ......... Michael Mackey... Spanish ;privateers in the 

West lndies •. 
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No. 17-continued~ 

Name. Commander. How, wheD, aDd .. hue lost. 

{
Wrecked, November 26, on the 

A T saved. {
er) Medusa ••• Alexander Becher. coast of Portugal: crew 

• • Foundered, Aug. 15, in coming 
(z) Etrulco ... George ~Olds .. { from the West Indies : crew 

saved. 

ABSTRACT. 

! Loat through 
tbeellemy. 

Lost through 
accicIellt. 

,....-A--.. 
Capt. Dest. 

, A , 

W reckecl. Poullderecl. Bllrat. 

Ships of the line • 
" under the line 

Total 

5 

5 

1 
11 

12 

No. 18. See p. 253. 

2 

2 

For the pay and maintenance of 100,000 seamen and 
20,000 marines • •• •• • • 

.. the wear and tear of ships. &c.. • • • • • 
• the ordinary expenses of the navy, including the half-

~:In:~ea.an~ ~ne.o~ce~;. ~o ~e.ex~~e~f~ea: 
.. the extraordinaries; including the building and re

pairing of ships. and other extra work • • • • . • 
.. the expense of the transport-service, and of maintain-

ing the prisoners of war in health • • • • • • • 

Total. 

I 
19 

20 

;£ •• d. 
5,850,000 ° () 
4,680,000 ° ° 
1,119,063 6 7 

693,750 ° ° 
1,311,200 ° 0 

Total supplies granted for the sea-eervice • • • £13,654,013 6 7 

No. 19. See p. 285. 

Je ne veux pas vous faire la guerre, si vous n'etes pas mon ennemi ; mais iI 
est temps que vous vous expliquiez. Si vous continuez a donner refuge et a 
garder sur les frontieres de l'Egypte Ibrahim-Bey, je regarderai cela comme 
une hostilite, et j'irai a Acre; si vous voulez vivre en paix avec moi, vous 
eIoignerez Jbrahim-Bey a quarante lieues des frontieres d'Egypte, et vous 

, laisSerez libre le commerce entre Damiette et la Syrie. Alors, je VOllS 

promets de respecter vos etats, et de laisser la liberte entiere au commerce 
entre l'Egypte et la Syrie. soit par terre, soit par mer.-rtctoire. et Conqtlete" 
tome ix., p. 243. . 

VOL. lI. 2 G 
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No. 20. See p. 298. 

Ayant 6te instmit que mon escadre emit p~e et qu'une armk formidable 
6tait embarquee dcssus; convaincu, comme je l'ai dit plusieurs fois, que tant 
que je ne frapperai pas un coup qui ecrase a la fois tous mes ennemis. je ne 
pourrai pas jouir tranquillement et paisiblement de la possession de fEgypte. 
]a plus belle contree du monde, j'ai pris le parti d'aller me mettre moj..meme 
a la tete de roes vaisseaux, en laissant pendant mon absence le comrnand~ 
ment au General KIeber, homme d'un merite distingue, et auquel rai recom
mande d'avoir pour les ulemas et les scheicks la meme amitie que moi. Faites 
ce qu'il vous sera possible pour que le peuple d'Egypte ait en lui la meme 
confiance qu'il avait en moi, et qll'a mon retour, <pli sera dans deux ou trois 
mois, je sois content du peuple d'Egypte, et que je n'aie que des louanges et 
des recompenses a donner aux scheicks.-Y"lCIoircl ct CDTU/uetel. tome xi •• ~ 
p.217. 
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NOTES 
TO 

ANNUAL ABSTRACTS. 

NOTES TO ABSTRACT No. 5. 

H". IT wm be here observed, that, although the columns of both the 
Increase and Decrease compartments are vacant, the grand total of this class 
differs, by 217 tons. from that of the same class in the preceding year's 
Abstract. This is because one of the ships, the l'rince, was lengthened 11 
feet, and thereby became enlarged from 1871 to 2088 tons. 

. P". The four purc~ed ~essels of this class had been laid down for India
men, and, together WIth a fifth not yet launched, were purchased of the 
c9mpany by the British government. They chiefly differed from the larger 
individuals of R, in being constructed with a detached quarterdeck and fore
castle, and in having one port fewer of a side on each deck; so as, from the 
increased 'Width of the ports, to ctUTY 24 instead of 18 pounden on the first 
deek. 

A", C-. and a--. The frigates in the launched columns were all built 
oflir. 

E", Of 880 tons and upwards. 
Tf:. The purchased ship was the Pylades, which had been driven on shore 

in Haraldswick bay, Isle of Nest, in the year 1794 (see the British ~ 
list for that year, vol. i., p. 391). but was afterwards got off, and being deemed 
irreparably damaged, sold at t::~th. The new owners, however, contrived to 
repair the ship, and in 1796 sold hel" back to the British government. 

" The hired vellle1s numbered about 74. or course both the line and. the 
general grand totals of this Abstract, exhibit, when compared with the cor
responding totals in Abstract No. 4, the difference remarked upon and 

1 It 
explaioet at ROre Wt. Thus; ~ t 580a3+9' i a548=691 1593971 
34 6 

-39 I 32916 = &ai 1.oo10i5 - 19 I 10724 = 6381 5S0831 +21i' tons= 
AI 

6S3 1 550548. or these sets of figures, 1 is the grand total of Abstract No • 
.. ; ·2 is the lDcrease .total, aDd. 3 the Decrease total of the present Abstract; 
4, such of the ships in the two launched columns as, having been ordered to 
be built in 1795, are already included in the totals of Abstract No. 4: they 
comprise all but the two cutters at i. The next set of figures, 5, would have 
been the grand total of Abstract No. 5, but for the Prince's 217 tons. the 
addition of which gives 6, the true graud total of the Abstract. 

NOTES TO ABSTRACT No. 6. 

}>tt. THE purchased individual of this class, is the ship referred to in the 
corresponding note to the last Abstract. 

X-. The newly-built inifividual is the Endyinion, armed with twenty-six 
24-pounders on the main deck. Her draught was copied from that of the 
Pomone, taken from the French in Ar.ril, 1794, and she would have 
measured the same; but the merchant-bUilders, from some neglect, suffered 
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ber frame to fall out nearly eight inches, which increased her measurement by 
38 tons: thus, 

Length of Breadth 
bIrth-cleck. Extreme. 'l'onI. 

ft. In. ft. In. 
B.}' ilraught 159 2t 41 lit 1239 
When built 159 Si 42 71 1277 

It should have been so stated at e. 106, instead of that it was an error in 
the measurement of the Pomone. This oversight occasioned the Pomone'. 
tonnage, at p. 326, to be stated at " about 1270'" .instead of" 1240." • 

It may here be remarked, that the two ships of this class and the three 
rw in the class next above, in mounting but 26 guns on the main deck. 
similar to the classes from B to H inclusive, are additional exceptions to 
those mentioned in notet, vol. i., p. 397. Both Wand X maybe considered, 
however, as temporary classes; and, besides, they contain too few individuals 
to disturb the general rule. 

Y'*. One of these newly-built ships, the Cambrian, was first fitted with 
24-pounders, but IS-pounders were found to suit her belter. The other ship 
was the Acasta, armed with thirty IS-pounders on the maia deck, by which 
her quarters were too much crowded. 

N't. One of these captured ships was the late British 24-gun ship Hymna. 
The French had cut away her quarterdeck and forecastle, and made her a 
flush ship. As such, the Hymna, on being restored to the British service, 
was allowed to remain; and was armed with twenty 32-pounder carronades 
and two long 9-pounders. 

S'*. Two of the newly-built ships were the Dasher and Driver (averaging 
.wo tons), constructed at Bermuda, of the sweet or pencil cedl;lr. They 
proved very durable vessels. 

Y'*. The new brig was the Cruiser, the first of the fine set of brigs or 
which this class is at present wholly composed. One of the two new ships of 
the class S left unnoticed, was the Osprey, built from the same draught as 
the Cruiser, but ship-rigged, by way of trying which mode of rigging would 
best answer. 

a'*. The reason of moving these ships, by the " Converted" columns, to a 
new class, in preference to simply transferring them to the " Stationary" 
compartment of their respective classes, E and P, is to avoid making an 
exception to the rule that no cruiser ever quits the" Stationary" columns, 
but to be sold or taken to pieces: whereas the Victory and Sampson, on 
being subsequently repaired, again went to sea full-8.rmed. The rule, 
it may be observed, does not extend to the .. &c., or non-cruising classes,' 
otherwise, these very ships could not be restored to their former rank. 

• The hired vessels numbered about 78. 

NOTE TO ABSTRACT No. 7. 

• TBE hired vessels numbered about 94. 

flU END 01' VOLt D. 

WBI:rurO. BUVJ'OB:r 80va. II'I"IIAJID. 
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