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PREFACE
TO THE TWENTIETH VOLUME.

JL HE great and lively interest which every true born

Englishman cherishes for the glorious contest in

which the Spaniards are engaged, and the general
attention which has so liberally been paid by our

government, and our honourable merchants, to the

support of these high-minded patriots; has justified
our dedicating this volume of the CHRONICLE, con-

taining many events connected with their proceed-

ings, to these brave Opposers of NAPOLEOX THE
DESTROYER, and his powerful band of plunderers
and oppressors.

It is painful to observe, even in this early state of

the struggle, which theSpaniardsare making with the

long experienced and veteran soldiers of the French

tyrant, a disposition in our Country immediately
to despond, whenever even reports prevail respect-

ing a retreat, or a temporary check of the Spanish

patriots. On the contrary, it is astonishing, that the

raw, and, one would have thought, undisciplined

troops of Spain, should have already made the resist-

ance they nave done
; and, when the Corsican has

hurried, in a great alarm, to command his soldiers in

person : when such an overwhelming multitude has

been marched, and still continues marching; to the
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Spanish frontier. It is not ten defeats that will over-

come the Spaniards : and it should be remembered,
that what may be lost by them in the field, may be
recovered by them in their mountains. When the great
Alfred was defeated and his army entirely dispersed,
the cause of liberty was not overcome. After a time

-it again blazed forth, and having gathered strength,
became irresistible : That God may equally bless the

glorious cause of the Spanish patriots, is the prayer of

our Country, and, we trust, will soon become that of

suffering Europe.

In the present volume we have been fortunate in receiving
some private letters, illustrating these and other events in the

war
;
which must prove of importance to the future historian,

and have been, we trust, interesting to our readers. We par-
ticularly request our friends to favour us with a continuance of

such correct information as comes under their immediate notice.

In this respect we have been much indebted, amongst others, to

our Correspondent, Tim. Weatherside, pages 304, 372, 440,
and 451 ;

and to our friend Splice-all, page 379- We also

return our thanks to our Correspondent, A. F.-Y. for his admira-

ble letters
fc On the present Management and Discipline of the

Navy" pages 23, 1 15, 202, and 296- To E. G. F. though he

yaws about a little, particularly in his very long letter
" On the

Parliamentary Duties of Naval Officers" (page 29 34),

nearly six pages ; and, at page 299, in a letter of nearly five

pages, becomes too general in his remarks : In answer to his

fouith letter, page 12.5, we again repeat, what we advanced

before upon indisputable authority : That we most sincerely

wish, in common with the first characters in the service, and in

the slate, that the venerable Lord Barham and the determined

Lord St. Vincent were again employed. Our Correspondent,
E. G. F. has been pleased to repeat the common abuse of Earl

St. Vincent; which, to evince our impartiality, we have inserted.

^e therefore trust, he will now allow us to add, that nothing but

a
very superior and great character could bear up, as his lord-

ship's has so long done, against the torrent of abuse v\ hich has

so
very indiscriminately been showered upon him. To whom

are \v indebted for the present discipline of the Navy ? Where
shall \\e meet with an admiral who at such a distance from

home, and finding such a difficulty, as he did, in procuring Sup-
plies, \v\ll continue such a blockade as his lordship's, oft Cadiz

harbour: Or where shall \ve find such officers, as those who
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have been brought up in the school of St. Vincent ? To Sir

J. N -.lr>u^c on.' thanks are due. for his remarks,
" On an Ini-

p rovemcut in Light-hoitm's," page 28 1 . Our friend Robnr has re-

;l -mil.- o.irtv instances of our 'naval character, at pages 28,

1
(

><), and 380. The1 letter of our Correspondent, C. D. L. or ra-

the; t
l e account which he had kindly taken the trouble to copy of

tin late Mr. Dalrymple, was inserted at page '210. But we totally

and entirely differ from that partial notice of him. They, who
w:<h to know more of Mr. Dalrymple, may refer to what Dr.

1 ia\\ki .swoi th said, in the preface to his oclavo edition of Cook's

Vmage.s. Tin; Admiralty Board have acted throughout the

whole o' Mr. Dalrymple's dismissal, in a manner that reflected

on the in the greatest credit. Captain Hurd, \\ho succeeded Mr.

Dalrymple, is well calculated for the situation : We could,

however, h.tve wished, as the service had reason to expect, that

Mr. .]. Whidbey, the very able master attendant of Woolwich

dock-yard, and the first navigator \\c have, had been placed in

that situation. We are indebted to Captain Ilicketts for his

communication, entituled,
" New hipper," page 446, and trust

this experienced Officer will often contribute to our pages.

In our NAVAL Bi OCR A THY appear, amongst other Memoirs,
an interesting life of the late Captain W. H. Jervis, nephew to

Earl St. Vincent, page 1. One of Sir Charles Brisbane, page 81.

Of Captain G. N. Hardinge, pages, 257 , 383, and 430 ;
and

of the late Sir Charles Saxton, page 425. In this very difficult

department of our CHRONICLE, we particularly request the

assistance of our Correspondents. At the suggestion of a friend,

*ve have in this volume changed the title of our biographical

sketches, to a Memoir of the public services of naval ofh'ccis
;

which we trust no one, however modest, would wish to be

buried in oblivion.

In NAVAL POETRY, we inserted at page 53, the Hon. W.
Herbert's

"
Song cf Harold the iaiiant" translated from the

Icelandic language; and were snrrv to perceive, \\hen printed,
that some of Mr. Dibdin's admirable naval ballads hud IHCII

inserted without his name affixed, viz. pages 50, 22(), 228, and
405. There are still some old naval songs and poetry, which
%ve have never been able to recover.

Oar PHILOSOPHICAL PAPERS in the present volume, are*

1. An account of a singular instance of Atmospherical Kefrac-
ti< n, pj>ge41, from the Philosophical Transactions. 2. An
occount of the Magnetic. Mcuiitain of Cunnay, page 134,
3. Mr. F, Little, on the Aurora Borealis, page 222. 4. Im-
jirovemeuts iu Naval Architecture, by Mr.^J. W. Boswtll,





Stern of a Danish first rate, Christian VII. of Pfi guns (one of the ships lately taken at Copen.
hagen) ; engraved by Nesbit, from a drawing by Pocock.The original sketch was made by an
officer in the British navy, who transmitted the following remarks ; The Christian VII. is

peculiarly constructed abaft, her breadth suddenly decreasing from the fifth after gun to the

transom, which is consequently rendered very narrow, and gives an advantage thereby to the

four aftermost guns to point very obliquely against an enemy coming on her quarter. The
shape of her transom ha? obliged the builder to keep her as full as possible, in order to assist

and ease her in a rough sea, which gives her quarter an ugly, and, as it is generally called, a wall-

sided appearance, and takes considerably from the room and accommodation of the officers.

At the bow, this, as well as the other Danish ships, is very finely turned and handsome.
As her passage to England wa her first trial, nothing can be said of the properties of the
Christian VII . but that she is a fine sailer. Danish vessels in general are very smooth sided,

having no projections of thick plank, <T what are called wales, which is certainly an improve-
ment, as neither water nor dirt can lodge tliereabouts, to injure the seams or rot the oakum.

MEMOIR OF THE PUBLIC SERVICES

OF THE LATE

CAPTAIN WILLIAM HENRY JERFIS:

OF THE ROYAL NAVY.

4< JERVIS, a name to Britons dear!"

CAPTAIN
WILLIAM HENRY JERVIS (formerly Rick-

etts), the son of William Henry and Mary Rickeits, was

born November 4, 1764, in Park-street, Grovesnor-square. At

the age of ei^ht, he was placed at the grammar school at Odiham,

under the tuition of the Reverend Thomas Webb. From this

school he was removed to Winchester college (of which the

celebrated Dr. Worton was then master), and placed under the

instruction of the excellent and learned Mr. Huntingford (the

present Bishop of Gloucester). There he derived every advantage

Cf?ron Sol* XX.
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which an active and industrious mind so rapidly acquires frons

the erudition of an intelligent master. .

In reviewing this period of life, the dawnings of intellectual

ability and intrinsic nii'rit are never hidden from us. We may

always trace the expanding genius of youth with confidence. Avhtm

the natural disposition is generous and open. Such was particularly

the case with the subject of this memoir, who, very curly fired by

an ardent inclination to enter that walk of life which had been

trodden by so many with honour to themselves, and benefit to*'

their country, imbibed a desire for the sea service. His excellent

and indulgent parents, solicitous to cherish the growing zeal of

their son, and having the happy opportunity of placing him under

an officer so highly distinguished as his maternal- uncle, Captain

Jervis (now Earl St. Vincent), determined to accede to his

wishes; and, in 1781, he embarked in the Foudroyant. In this

ship he had the satisfaction of serving during the gallant action

and capture of la Pegase,* and was one of the midshipmen sent to

take possession of, and bring her into port.

As the testimony of great and good men is, at every time of

life, a strong proof of merit, it may here not be amiss to give our

readers an extract from a letter which Mr. Ricketts received from

the Rev. Dr. Huntingford, already mentioned.

" Winchester College, May 2;

" Your ship< has gained immortal honour by the late signal act of skill,

intrepidity, and successful enterprize. My good friend, I congratulate you

heartily. The example which your captain gave you on this occasion will,

I am sure, make a lasting and effectual impression on your gallant mind.

You know my maxim and system is, for every man to be excellent in his

particular line : to attain to some degree of merit myself, I atn content to

sacrifice all unnecessary avocations from business, and to confine myself to

one grand point I have undertaken-. That steady firmnass of mind which

is apparent in you, will operate in the same manner with you in your much
more noble profession. Henry, your letter which gave an account of the

action, has really ami truly gained you great credit; it is highly commended
tor its distinct accuracy, and bears wilh it visible marks of cool attention,

with becoming modesty."

Such were the sentiments of a friend*, so fully capable of appre-

* Vide NAVAL CHRONICLE, Vol. IV. page 8, et scq. This was in

.April, 1782.
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tinting the merits of this young officer ;
and such was the advice

which he had the good fortune to be early favoured with. He

received it with becoming attention ; and to profit by it, through-

out life, was his unceasing endeavour.

During his probationary servitude in the naval profession, it

wou'J be almost impossible, and indeed is unnecessary, to enume-

rate the various instances of youthful ardour and activity which he

displayed. It is sufficient to portray the general character, and

to know that he acquired the approbation of his distinguished cap-

tain, to be satisfied that he desenred it.

Having served the usual time, he was made a lieutenant into his

majesty's ship Success ; and, passing on to the next rank in his

profession, served as commander in the Shrewsbury and Bonetta

sloops of w;ir successively, until September, 1790. In each of

these gradations, Captain Ricketts had an opportunity of seeing

service, and of maturing his capacity for the vocation which lie

had engaged in. On all occasions, we find his conduct univer-

sally approved, and highly meritorious ; and, in the desultory

kind of warfare in which vessels of this class are usually engaged,

he frequently distinguished himself. But, at the present epoch

of the naval service, when victories so numerous and formid-

able have raised it to a height xinparalleled in history; when

small actions of gallantry (although always commensurate with

gr-:.r. ones in their individual merit, local advantages, and relative

consequences), are forgotten by their number, and arc lost upon

comparison, we must be content with recording the proud satisfac-

tion which every British officer must feel, who, like (he subject of

tliis memoir, deserves well of his profession ; each, like him,

eagerly looking forward to the hour, when his opportunity may
arrive, of sharing the laurel of victory, and of coupling his name

with the heroes that have preceded him.

In the year 1790, Captain Ricketts commanded the Hermione ;

and, in October, 1795, he was appointed to the Magicieune

frigate. In the spring of 17CS, the Ma^icieime was one of i\\
n

frigates under the orders of the zealous and gallant Commodore
Sir Sidney Smith, and shared equally the fatigue and t'ip ex-

ploits of that active squadron, on the French coist,* until Captain

*
l
r
iik N.iv.u, Cao* u LI;, Vol. IV. pa^e 45:.;.
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Ricketts was ordered to join Rear-admiral Man; with whom he

continued until he was sent express with despatches to the

West Indies, containing information of the probable rupture with

Spain. He arrived at Jamaica in the month of September follow-

ing.

At this period a war with Spain was by no means certain ;

but the probability of that country being forced to coalesce with

the French republic, against Great Britain, was so strongly the

prevailing opinion, that Captain Pucketts undertook to detain a

valuable Spanish ship from Cadiz, bound to Vera Cruz, which

he fell in with on his passage. The declaration of war, which

followed shortly after, proved this proceeding to have been well

judged.

Captain Ricketts' services in this quarter of the world, under

Sir John Duckworth and Sir Hyde Parker, were active and bril-

liant, annoying the enemy incessantly. His several gallant ex-

ploits gained him the approbation of both those commanders-in-

chief, and he was complimented with a flying squadron, which

cruised under his orders.

The individual instances which occurred, during a period of

two years constant and active service, in a country swarming with

enemy's privateers of all descriptions, in which uniform' zeal,

judgment, discretion, and resolution were displayed, were very

numerous. Captain Ricketts' activity detected much of the illicit

trade then carried on by the Americans; and his promptitude

and decision soon checked a system so prejudicial to our com-

merce.

Upwards of forty sail of letters of marque, of various sizes, were

taken or destroyed by his indefatigable little squadron. Amongst
that number was the Brutus, of 24 guns ; on which occasion Vice-

admiral Sir Hyde Parker highly complimented Captain Ricketts,

in his letter to the Admiralty, which appeared in the gazette of the

8th of April, 1797. The French commodore, Barney, with the

Medusa and Insurgent frigates, of 44 and 36 guns, narrowly

escaped the vigilance of the Magicienne and Regulus, in conse-

quence of their being favoured by the land breezy

The attack on the vessels in the harbour of Cape Roxo, Porto

Rico, in the night of the 6th of April, 1797, was well conceived,
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and as well conducted ; the boats of the Magicienne and Regulus

having effected the destruction of eleven sail of square-rigged

vessels, cut out a Spanish schooner and sloop, and spiked

two two-gun batteries at the entrance of the harbour ; which,

from the darkness of the night, and the intricate navigation,

was found to be a very difficult enterprise.

The latter end of the same month, we find Captain Ricketts

making a gallant attack upon the enemy, in Carcass Bay, St. Do-

mingo, which obliged them to raise the siege of Irois, a post which

formed the key to the grand Anse ; and thus, by the active

exertions of the Magicienne and Regulus, the wholtf of our western

possessions in St. Domingo, against which plans of attack had been

concerted, were prevented from falling into the hands of the

enemy. These services were at that time considered of great

importance, as appears by the following letters :

Copy of a letterfrom Vice-admiral Sir Hyde Pe.rker, to Etaji Nepean, Esq.

dated June \\ t 1797.

" I have the pleasure to acquaint you, for their lordships' infor-

mation, that the Grand Anse is acknowledged to be saved by the

spirited and well-timed attack made by Captain Ricketts, of his majesty's

ship Magicienne, upon the enemy's transports of provisions and ammunition

in Carcass bay, lor the particulars of which I beg to refer you to a copy of

Captain Ricketts' letter,"

(COPY).
"

SIR,
" La Magicienne, April 24, 1797.

*' I beg leave to inform you, that, on Sunday the 23d instant, when

doubling Cape Tiberoon, in company with his majesty's ships Regulus and

Fortune schooner, we discovered a six-gun privateer sloop, and four

schooners, at anchor in this bay, which convinced me that the port of

Irois was attacked. Soon after, the alarm gun was fired from the fort : as

no time was to be lost in endeavouring to counteract the views of the

enemy, we stood in and anchored, when we commenced a heavy cannonade,
and had the good fortune in a short time to drive them into the mountains.

Their field pieces, ammunition, provisions, and vessels, laden with necessa-

ries for carrying on the siege, fell into our hands.

" The good cunduct of every officer and sailor belonging to our little

squadron, manifested itself upon this occasion, as well as upon many others

since I have had the honour to command it.

" I have to regret the loss of four men killed
; and Mr. Morgan, master's

mate, and ten men wounded (though not mortally), who were in the

Magicienne's boats when endeavouring to tow out the privateers.
"

I hare t^e honour to be, &c.
" To Vice-admiral Sir Hyde Parker,^ " W. II. RICKETTS."
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The gazette of August 14, 1797, contains the following despatch

from Lieutenant-general Simcoe, dated Port au Prince, June

20, 1787 :

"
I do myself the honour of enclosing General Churchill's report of the

attack made by the enemy on the Grand Ause, and the repulst- they met

with in that quarter. The brigadier-general acknowledges in the strongest

manner the services which Captain llicketts, of the Magicienne, with the

squadron under his command, effected in the destruction of the vessels of

the enemy in Carcass hay."

"EiHifactfrom Brigadier-general Churchill's letter, dated Jeremlc, April 30.
-

" In the mean time the enemy were making every disposition for a

regular siege of Irois, when, fortunately, the Ma^icienne frigate, commanded

by Captain Ricketts, attacked their small fleet in the Bay of Carcasse?, and

sunk the vessels loaded with cannon and military stores for the siege."

The following address, from the inhabitants of Jcremic, the

capital of the Grand Anse, also shews the consideration which

they entertained of this service :

To the Honourable George \fV"iHiant\ Henri/ Ricketts, commander of his

majesty's ships, la Magicienne, le Rcgulus, Captain Carthew, and the Far-

tune sloop, Lieutenant Trelavny, stationed off the southern part ofSt

Domingo.

SIR,
" The important service which you rendered to the Grand Anse, on the

24th of last month, has excited the most grateful sensatiojis in the hearts of

its inhabitants.

"
Condescend, sir, to accept of their most respectful acknowledgments.

" The Grand Anse will never forget, that the enemy, after a fruitless

assault against the fort of Irois, threatening it with a siege, for which it had

assembled a movt powerful force in Carcass bay, saw you, at a single sig-

nal, rush down upon them, with the IMagicienne, Regulus, and Fortune;

that vour fire was so terrible, and so well supported, that, in a short time,

the shore was covered with dead, and the numerous troops collected for

the expedition put to flight.

" You took, or sunk, the six ships which formed their marine
; and

carried off their guns, their ammunition, their provisions, and even the tent

of their commander in chief.

" It was this decisive advantage which compelled them, precipitately, to

re-enter their own territory; when two columns advanced, to complete their

destruction .by land, which had been so well commenced upon the sea.

" This exploit, so glorious for the British flag, insures to you, sir, the

r.u-^* ftatterin" rewards, from the kmg of whom we have now the honour
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!o become the subjects ;
it obtains a security for the Grand Anse, which,

unquestionably, the implacable hatred of an obstinate enemy will not, for

along time, again disturb; this happy event having induced the govern*

ment to adopt such measures as will preserve it for the future.

" In the inability of the inlinbitants properly to acknowledge so signal a

service, they bo; of you, sir, to receive, as a testimony of their gratitude,

a complete plan of the country of the Grand Anse, in which will be found,

correctly drawn, the fort of Irois and the Bay of Carcasses.

" This plan, in reminding you of the memorable action of the 24th of

April, will call to your recollection how much your presence, and that of

the ships of war under your command, were serviceable to the Grand Ansc;

will solicit a continuation of your vigilance towards a quarter which lirst

called for the assistance of his Britannic majesty's forces, and which has

uniformly given to its government innumerable proofs of its inviolable

fidelity.
" \Ve are, with the most respectful esteem, and the most lively gratitude,

"
Sir,

" Your most humble and obedient servants,
~" Tun INHABITANTS OF THE GRAND ANSF."

(A correct copy, from the original, signed by all the inhabitants)

Lieutenant-colonel II. D.ESOMBRAC-LJ

Major de la Place.

The whole of the enemy's coast, as well as the island of St.

Domingo, seems more or less to have felt the activity of this little

squadron ;
for we find in the gazette of April 2, 1798, an extract

of a letter from Vice-admiral Sir Hyde Parker, to Mr. Nepean,

enclosing the following letter, and stating that he is sure their

lordships will, with him, highly approve the gallant conduct of

Captain Rickctts, as well as the captains, officers, seamen, and

marines under his command :

(COPY.)

" La Magic ifmic, off'
the Idcmd ofZacher, December 2C, l?t)?.

"
Having received information, that several brigs and schooners beloii"-

ing to the enemy were in Guadilla bay, in the island of Porto Rico, I pro-
ceeded there with his majesty's ships la Magicienre, Regulns, and Diligence '.

on the 27th at noon, we anchored close abreast of the forts, and after an
hour and a half cannonading, captured every vessel under their protection,

To Captain Carthew I am indebted for the very gallant and able support
that I on this occasion met with (as well as many others since the Rriii'lu-

has been under my orders) : Captain Meads, who commanded the ;

that took possession of the vessels, executed that service much to his own

honour, and highly to my approbation : indeed every officer and man be-

longing to this squadron is fully entitled to my best thanks and praises."
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Another most essential service was performed in the beginning

of 1798, under the orders of Captain Ricketts. The Magicienne,

Regulus, and Drake brig sailed from Cape Nichola Mole, with

detachments of only 250 troops, for the purpose of dislodging a

considerable body of brigands, who had established themselves in

Platform bay, about seven leagues to the westward of the Mole ;

whence, by small vessels and row-boats, carrying about twenty

men each, they daily committed depredations and acts of piracy

against merchant vessels of every description. To secure them,

selves more effectually, they had collected a thirteen-inch mortar,

and several guns (some of large calibre), for the purpose of mount-

ing them on the Platform, an eminence so called from its shape,

and presenting by nature a position of great strength. The sum-

mit is as level as a bowling green, about the third of a mile in cir-

cumference, and affording the most commanding situation of the

bay and adjacent country ; so steep withal, as to render it very

difficult of ascent, and capable of being made, with a little art,

defensible by a small body, against any number that could be

brought against it. On this advantageous spot, therefore, the

pirates had fixed to fortify themselves, and had already succeeded

in getting the mortar up the hill, when the sudden arrival of the

squadron put an end to their operations. By the dawn of day, on

the 13th of February, the ships were in the bay, and the troops

landed with so much celerity, under cover of la Magicienne's tire,

to scour the beach, flanked by the Drake brig, that the enemy
-was surprized and routed before he had time to gain the Platform,

which was immediately taken possession of by the troops, and

several advanced posts on the commanding heights occupied, to

interrupt the proceedings of the brigands, who were assembled

in large bodies from the country. The seamen at the same

time were landed, and brought off four row-barges, and, in the

course of the day and following morning, all their ordnance,

consisting of the 13 inch mo; tar and six guns. In the afternoon

the troops reimbarked ; the whole enterprise having been fortu-

nately accomplished without the loss of a man.*

* Illustrative of this action, au engraved representation of the Magiei-

enne, and Drake brig, as engaged, is given at page 41 of the present

Yolutae, from a drawing taken upon the spot.
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But it would be endless to trace this little squadron through

every instance in -which, whilst under the orders of Captain

Ificketts, it was distinguished for active cruising. Its merits -were

fully known, and duly apprctiatcd, by the commander in chief on

the Jamaica station.

The Magiuenne was soon afterwards despatched lo Caraccas, on

a particular duty ; and, on the 4th of May, 1798, when Captain

llicketts returned to the Mole, private affairs requiring his imme-

diate return to England, the country Mas for a time deprived of the

services of this zealous officer.

In 1800, he resumed his employment, and was appointed to the

Naiad frigate.

The glorious victory of the 1-lth of February, 1797, which had

raised his eminently distinguished uncle (Sir John Jems) to the

peerage, by the title of .Karl St. Vincent,* is still (as the high sense

of the just reward bestowed by his majesty for this important

achievement must ever be) alive in the memory of every one. His

majesty having also been graciously pleased, on the 21st of April,

1S01, to renew his grant of the dignity of Viscount St. Vincent,

of Meaford, in the county of Stafford, with remainder to Captain

llicketts, he soon after received his royal license and authority to

use and take the surname of his illustrious and noble relative.

Towards the latter end of the war, Captain Jervis received the

command of the Robust, of 74 guns, and was employed in the

Channel fleet. This ship, like many others which he had com-

manded, was considered a complete man of war, both in her interior

regulation and military discipline; and a squadron being ordered

r.o the West Indies, after the cessation of hostilities, the Robust

\\as one of the ships selected by Karl St. Vincent, who then pre-

sided at the Admiralty Board, for this duty : a signal instance of

impartiality, as that country was suffering under a most malig-

nant contagion. He resigned the command of this ship in July,

180'2.

Hostilities b* ing again on the point of commencing, Captain

Jervis was amongst the foremost in seeking employment. His

seniority as a captain not entitling him to the command of a

frigate (a kind of service most adapted to an active mind), he

* We particularly recommend to the perusal of our readers the corrected

edition of the biographical memoir of the gallant earl, Vol. IV". et sey.

CFJjroru flol. XX. c
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appointed to the Magnificent, one of the smaller class of 74 s>

on the 31st of May, 1803. Being attached to the Channel licet,,

he for a time formed part of a small squadron employed on ther

south-west coast of Ireland ; and, upon his being recalled, that

gallant and discerning officer, Admiral Cornwallis (with whom he

was an acknowledged favourite) honoured, him by allowing him to

remain for some time senior officer of the inshoro sqaadron, off

Brest.*

The course of sertice in the Charrnel fleet, unices fortunately

presented with the opportunity of a general engagement, is of 3

very monotonous and insipid kind. The gratifying reflection of

being a link in one of those effective chains which block up every

port of the enemy/, and preserve security to our country, afford*

always a solace for the many privations and hardships which are

endured ; but it is not often that an occasion presents itself of

exercising the yatotir awd patriotism of those brave men who com-

pose it.

Whilst commanding inshore, Captain Jervis was not unmindful

of the trust reposed in him ; and, assiduously reconnoitring the

enemy's coast, he discovered several sail of vessels iu the bay of

Conquit. He determined upon laying hold of them
; and, having

manned and armed the boats of the squadron, the night of the

24th of March, 1801, was fixed upon to cut them out. Unfor-

tunately, on approaching the bay, a very strong current setting

to the eastward, with the appearance of threatening weather

from the south-west, obliged them to abandon the enterprise,

which had otherwise been so well" digested and arranged, that the

whole of the enemy's YessePs must inevitably have fallen into

their hands.

It was on the following day, after getting under way (in con-

sequence of thick weather and strong winds from the south-west)-,

and endeavouring to round the outermost of the Black Rocks,

that the Magnificent struck upon a reck (unknown to the French

pilot on board, and not noticed in any chart), and every effort

having been made in vain to get her off, the tide rising rapidly,

she was unfortunately wrecked.

\* On the 30th of November, Captain Jervis received the appointment of

treasurer pf Greenwich Hospital.
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Events of this nature, although frequently occurring, from the

extent of our navy, and the intricacy of the navigation where they

may be employed, are always distressing in their immediate con-

sequences, and must invariably strike a degree of terror into every

one : but it is gratifying to reflect upon the good order, fortitude,

and determination preserved by Captain Jervis, at such an arduous

momeut, when we consider that to such alone is to be attributed

the preservation of so many valuable lives from a watery grave.

The following extract of a letter, from an officer belonging to the

ship, written at the time, conveys more fully the particular circum-

stances attending this calamitous event :

" The diligence of the boats of the squadron, who came immediately to

our assistance, and the activity and promptitude of our worthy captain, have

been the means ot' saving about 600 men, who (except about 70 or 80 that

were unfortunately made prisoners by the last boats drifting to leeward)

have been distributed into the large ships. At a time like this, when a cer-

tain degrre of contusion might be excused and expected, you will be sur-

prised to hear of the order and subordination that were preserved, on this

brink of eternity ;
the sick and invalids, with a surgeon's assistant, were

sent away in the first boats, and then the ship's company by divisions, in

succession, the officers and marines remaining to the last, and the sea-

men relieving each other at the pumps, even after they were nearly

choaked ur, and the necessary alternative of abandoning the ship was

determined upon. All private property is lost with the public wreck; nor

would Captain Jervis permit his service of plate to be preserved, although

frequently requested to do so, whilst it held out the apprehension of losing

one valuable life ; he remained on the wreck to the last, delaying that

firmness and magnanimity which so much endear him to us all : his kind

friend, Captain Otway, of the Montagu, remained wiih him in this

perilous situation, and gave every assistance which his intelligence and

capacity made him so equal to."*

A court martial was held upon the captain, officers, and ship'k

company, for the loss of the Magnificent, immediately upon Cap-

tain Jervis's return to England, on board the Salvador del Mundo
>

in Hamoaze, when they were all honourably acquitted of blame.

A state of inactivity in his profession, however, at a period
' when the probability of soon striking some important blow at sea

formed an additional incitement to a mind like his, was incompa-

tible with the character of Captain Jervis. He lost no time in

* An interesting letter, addressed to Mr. Mottlcy, of Portsmouth, by an

officer on board the squadron off the Black Rocks, relating to this unfor-

tunate event, also appears ID .be eleventh volume af this vyrk, j'a<;<?
C9S.

9
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applying for a command
; and, upon the promotion of flags, iu

May, 1804, he went out to supercede Sir Edward Pcllew, as cap-

tain of the Tonnant, of 80 guns, and formed part of the Channel

fleet, occasionally off Ferrol, Rochefort, and Brest. During a

cruise this winter, in the Bay of Biscay, with the squadron under

the command of Rear-admiral Sir Thomas Graves, the Tonnant

suffered much in a violent storm of thunder and lightning ;
her

mainmast being severely damaged, and having one man killed, and

ten wounded, by the lightning.

The awful panic which strikes every individual upon an occa-

sion so alarming, may be readily conceived ;
the mind waits, with

impending apprehension, for the renewal of a shock which may
terminate in destruction ; and the affrighted mariner, amidst this

chaos of the elements, though insensible to danger upon ordinary

occasions, yields readily to his alarms : but here we still find the

same fortitude, presence of mind, and undaunted firmness pre-

Tail in Captain Jervis. We behold with pleasure, and AVC record

with satisfaction, these bright emanations of that good and worthy

character, which Ave fondly hoped would have lived to run a long

career of glory, in a service where he was inestimably, yet justly

prized; and we sympathize with his family and friends, upon the

loss which, alas ! they and his country were soon so prematurely

to sustain.

Upon the squadron resuming its station off Rochcfort, in January

1805, it was discovered that the Doris frigate had been wrecked,

and that the Rochefort squadron had escaped from port. The

rear-admiral, anxious to apprize the commander in chief of such an

event, without delay, despatched the Tonnant to the Channel

fleet; and, on his arrival there, on the 26th of January, Captain

Jervis, eager to make the communication, left the Tonnant in one

of the ship's boats, to proceed to the St. Josef, the flag-ship of

Vice-admiral Sir Charles Cotton. Unfortunately, when she got

about half way, a sea broke into the boat
; and, before the crew

could extricate her, another sea broke; she upset, and Captain

Jervis and one of the boat's creAV were drowned, every effort

having been unsuccessfully made to save them. The particularly

gallant exertions of Captain Patrick Campbell (late of the Doris

frigate), who was in the boat, and the cockswain, deserve to b

commemorated: the latter (John Jones), holding fust to Lis cap.
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iain, kept him above water a considerable time, and brought him

thrice to the surface, when he was in the act of sinking. Had his

strength enabled him, he would have sunk with his revered captain,

ere he would have quitted his hold ; and the former, although

himself in the most perilous situation, regardless of his own state,

kept constantly urging and encouraging the cockswain to exertion.

Thus was cut off, in the prime of life, an officer promising to

have been amongst the first characters of his profession generous,

brave, humane ; ardent, active, and zealous ; determined, tern-

perate, and collected ; uniting the best qualities of the heart and

understanding, with every characteristic of an intelligent mind.

As an officer, his death may truly be considered a national loss to

his friends, an irreparable one : his memory will ever be dear to

those who had the happiness of knowing him.*

The following lines, the tribute of a friend, were written upon
(his melancholy occasion :

Friend of my youth, and more my friend,

Since time had taught me how to prize that name,
I must deplore thy sad untimely end,

Alike a shock to friendship and to fame.

For well I knew that heart of gen'rous mould,
From whence thy very failings took their form ;

Where shone that innate British spirit bold,

In fight conspicuous, or the rudest storm.

Full many a golden year for thee in store,

I fondly hop'd, my Henry, still reraain'd ;

"\Vhen thou, return'd to this then peaceful shore,

Mightst add thy fame to that St. Vincent gaiii'd.

I fondly hop'd but hop'd, alas ! in vain

(Such all attempts th' Almighty Pow'r to scan)

Hope the delusion often of the brain,

Yet the sole comfort of short sighted man.

Enough! Let us who here awhile remain,
Be doubly kind to those he held most dear :

Attempt to sooth th' afflicted parent's pain,

And kiss from infant eyes the filial toar.

*
Captain Jcrvis left two daughters by his marriage with 1:\

betli Lambert, daughter 01' the late Earl of Cavan.
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LINES

ON TUB DEATH OF CAPTAIX JERVIS.

lie must not float upon his wat'ry bier

Unwept nor welter to the parching wind

Without the meed of some melodious tear.

MILTON'S LYCIDAS.

Sunk in the silent lethargy of woe,
Her tear-swoll'n eyes fix'd mournful on the ground^

Britannia comes, with solemn steps and slow,

Wide streams her sea-green hair with cypress crown'd.

See, now she hangs o'er yonder craggy steep,

On whose broad base th' imperious billow breaks ;

Now casts a sorrowing look across the deep,

Clasps with her hands, and thus her anguish speaks:

*' Here lies my son ! in ocean's coral bed

My noble Jervis finds a wat'ry grave ;

Cold is the heart which patriot ardour fed,

And cold the hand in death outstretch'd to save.

"
Eager the call of duty to obey,
And snatch his comrades from the grasp of death ;

Gladly he followed where she led the way,
His work completed, and resign'd his breath.

<c
What, though unseam'd with many ah ard-earn'd scar,

Won in the battle on th' impurpled flood,

He fell not glorious, 'mid the din of war,
Nor stamp'd his name in characters of blood :

"
What, though from conquest's guilty temples torn,
No gory trophies crown his oak-wreath'd bier j

Yet soft humanity his fate shall mourn,
And every Briton drop a heartfelt tear.'*

%* In the XVlIth volume of the NAVAL CHRONICLE, pajre 415, will also

be found some "
Extempore Lines," to the memory of Captain Jervis

;

copied from Dr. LLu.top.Ax's Puem?,
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NAVAL ANECDOTES,
COMMERCIAL HINTS, RECOLLECTIONS,

NANTES IN CURGITE VASTO.

ALLEGED OUTnAGE AT SEA.*

A LETTER from Penzance, bearing date the 13th of May, and
*j-

published in different London prints, having stated that a

gentleman's pleasure boat was sunk on the 9th of that month be-

tween Portland and St. Alban's, by a Belfast trader, and that the

act was accompanied by circumstances of wanton barbarity, a

strict investigation of the transaction was instituted by the owners

of the said trader ;
the master and ciate .of her being examined

on oath, depose as follows :

" Samuel Montgomery, master of the brig Venus, of Belfast,

maketh oath, that, on Monday, the 9th of May, on his voyage from

London to Belfast, off Portland, about 8 o'clock, P.M. deponent
discovered a small vessel, ketch-rigged, about two miles to wind-

ward, bearing down upon him. He being then close hauled,

beating to the westward, wind W.S. W. called the watch, that all

hands might be on deck, supposing her to be an enemy ; he then

altered his couise in order to avoid her, but perceiving that she

still followed him, he hoisted colours, opened his ports, and fired

a shot a-head of her. After this some time elapsed, the strange
sail still following him, without attending to his signal, or shewing

colours, when a shot was fired at her ; she then hoisted English

colours, and without altering her course, continued to bear down,

upon deponent's vessel; when within call, deponent hailed the

strange vessel, desiring her to keep off, which not being attended

to, a second shot was fired at her : this shot, deponent believes,

carried away her mizen. After this a few more shots were fired at

her, deponent repeatedly hailing in the intervals, without receiving

any reply. The vessel having at length neared, a person from the

strange vessel called out that she was a pleasure-boat belonging to

Mount's Bay, bound from thence to London. All firing then

ceased, with the exception of one gun from the gangway, which

* Vide NAVAL CHRONICLE, Vol. XIX. page 377.
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was discharged without deponent's orders, and said sliot did not

strike her. Two men then came off from the strange vessel, one

of whom said, that the cause of their following the trader pro-
ceeded from their supposing her to be a gun-brig, and that they
wished to inform the lieutenant, that th,p Channel fleet were in

Torbay. When demanded why he did not obey the signals, or

answer when hailed, he replied, that he was inexperienced in

steering, or making signals ;
that they heard themselves hailed, but

were afraid to venture upon deck : that his brother was in bed,

and the master below. By this time it appeared that the small

vessel was so much injured, it was impossible to prevent her sink-

ing, which she did shortly after. Her crew, three in number,
were taken on board the trader, all apparently intoxicated, when

every attention and accommodation were afforded them by depo-

nent, who caused them to be landed in safety at Torbay the day

following. Previous to their going ashore, they expressed their

gratitude for the civility and attention shewn them, and begged

deponent's acceptance of a valuable compass, acknowledging that

the unpleasant accident was to be ascribed to their own inex-

perience.
" GEORGE JOY,

"
Magistrate for the county of Antrim.

" Sworn before me at Belfast,

31st May/ 1808.

"SAMUEL MONTGOMERY."

FRENCH CAPTURES.

THE following is a list of vessels captured or sequestrated itt

France, under the decrea of the 17th of December :

Susan, Snow, for St. Petersburg!], of Brunswick, detained at

Gravclines.

Charlotte, Lowden, _pf , bound from Plymouth to Got-

tenburg, with salt, detained at Os-tcnd.

Brothers, List, of Danbury, from Virginia to London, with

tobacco, detained at Calais.

Hyades, Savage, of
,
with rice and cotton, bound from

Charleston to London, detained at Calais.

Speculator, Little, of
,

in ballast, bound from Amster-

dam to America, detained at Calais.

Octavia, Collins, with rice and cotton, bound from Charleston

to London, detained at Calais.

Aurora, Dashill, with West .India produce, from Baltimore to

Amsterdam, detained at Calais.
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Tarantula, Riley, from Philadelphia to
,
lost in entering

Boulogne harbour.

Hibcrnia, from Tonningen to ,
detained at Alicant.

Mercury, Bradford, with fish, from Plymouth to
,
de-

tained at Alicant.

Rising Sun, Burt, with West India produce, from Philadelphia

to Bremen, detained at Amsterdam.

George, Everet, from Philadelphia to Lisbon, detained in a

port near Brest.

Sally, Hastings, detained at Malaga.
United States, from Norfolk to Algesiras, detained at Algesiras,

Henry, Saycr, bound to Marseilles, detained at Marseilles.

Peace and Plenty, Foster, from Boston to Marseilles, detained

at Marseilles.

Fame, Small, from Boston to Marseilles, detained at Marseilles.

Edward, Lewis, from Philadelphia to Marseilles, detained at

Rochelle.

Two Marys, Ask'y, from Norfolk to Nantz, detained at

Bclleislc.

Jersey, Williams, from New York to Palermo, detained at

Leghorn.

Calliope, Taylor, from New York to Bourdeaux, detained at

L' Orient.

Thomas Jefferson, from Bourdeaux to Morlaix, detained at

Morlaix.

[The above, as reported to the council of prizes.]

Three Apprentices, Charleston Packet, James Maddison,

Charleston, Yaricc, and Freedom, detained at Bourdeaux.

Cadiz Packet, detained at Marseilles.

Catherine, detained at St. IMalocs.

Paulina, detained at RoscofT.

Venus and C race, detained at Porto Fcrrago.

Reward, detained at Poros.

George and Vengeance, detained at Passage, Spain.

/Lmcrica, detained at Helvoet.

[Perishable commodities to be sold.]

AMERICAN 'COMMERCE.

WE copy the following article from the American Norfolk;

)
as being peculiarly interesting at the present period :

" It has been insisted that Buonaparte's decrees weutto exclude

CH;ron, (Hot* XX, u
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us from all commerce, for which reason the embargo is a wise

measure. At this moment we have before us an official document,
which will enable our readers to perceive how much we have given

up, whicji it was in our power to have enjoyed, the decrees of

Buonaparte's paper blockades to the contrary notwithstanding-

We shall divide this statement into certain and doubtful. From
the official document alluded to, it appears that we exported from

th&SOth of September, 1806, to the 30th of September, 1807, to

places where Buonaparte's power does not extend, as follows :

Domestic, Foreign.

Swedeq * 56,857 38,587

Swedish West Indies , 416,589 11,155

Cape of Good Hope 67,211 94,316

England 16,328,157 1,881,289

Scotland 2,449,941 117,261

Ireland.... 1,661,854 28,831

Guernsey, Jersey, &c 211,730 263

Gibraltar 119,832 131,221

British African ports , 8,27 3 1 ,788

. East Indies 11,666 82,701

. West Indies 5,3-22,276 660,861

Newfoundland, &c 208,611 58,884

British American colonies , . 1,192,583 163,944

Honduras, &c 146,176 537,478

Madeira -^ -628,375 62,194

Fayal and other Azores 21,257 14,376

Cape de Verds ,..., 15,217 44,413

Brazil.., 4,784 144

Malta 1,534

Morocco and Barbary States 8,358 34,384

China,, 84,022 118,258

East Indies 817,268 593,443

Africa 369,224 1,016,880

South Seas ...-. 3,884 5,266

North-west coast of Africa 10,777 92,928

Danish (now British) W. I . .. 196,010 307,366

30,468,932 6,014,17?

;c Now it is to be observed, that in the prosecution of our com-

merce, as far as it extends to the places above-mentioned, and to

the amount of upwards of 30 millions of dollars of our domestic

produce ;
that is, our tobacco, cotton, corn, flour, flax, tar, tur-

pentine, staves, &c. we should experience no interruption under

the British orders of council \ neither ^o the British orders in
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council affect our trade to the enemy's colonies. Those colonies

stand so much in need of our supplies, that in spite of all

Buonaparte's decrees, they would have those supplies if they conld

get them, the amount of which we find to be, from the same

official documents :

Dmnestic. Fureiirii.

Dutch West and East Indies 7,755,890 768,202

Frencli ditto ditto 3,045,293 3,108,937 .

Spanish, American, and other culonies . . 2,670,463 9,340,670

13,471,646 13/217,809

" We think it is evident, that if Buonaparte were to continue

in his present course, that the above colonies would revolt, unless,

they could procure supplies from this country ; the superior

marine of England would render it impossible to get supplies from

the mother countries.

" The following result is presented : that in defiance of Buona-

parte's decrees, we have certain markets for upwards of thirty

millions of our domestic, and nearly seven millions of our foreign

exports; that we should have [highly] probable markets for up-
wards of six millions more of domestic, and thirteen millions of

foreign produce, being upwards of six-eighths of all our domestic

produce, about one-third of all our foreign exports, without

counting upon the almost impossibility of Buonaparte being able

wholly to exclude our commerce from the continent of Europe.
These views of this important subject merit attention. Great
Britain and her present dominions receive from the United States

upwards f twenty-eight millions of dollars of domestic produce."'

SPEECH OF THE PRESENT ICI.VC OF SWEDEN', GL'STAVCS ADOLPHL'S,
DELIVERED FROM THE THRuNE IX 1792, O V HIS CORONATION,
AND ADDRESSED TO HIS KOVAL, HIUHNI^S THE LATE DUKE
REGENT.

THE day is come, on which, pursuant to the last will of my late

father, I am to declare myself of age to gorern the Swedish people.
On my entering, this day, in the name of the Lord, on the ad.

ministration of my kingdom, by requesting your highness to

resign me that government which you have hitherto held. I feel

my heart deeply affected by the most lively feelings, penetrated
with veneration and gratitude towards that Providence which ha*

cboscn me to govern free and independent people, ar;d with love

tor a nation, at all times distiu^uisbed for its loyalty aftd valour,
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and impressed with the importance and extent of the duties I hav

to fulfil on this occasion, so important for me, and for ns all, the

recollection of the severe loss we have sustained naturally revives

in our mind; I having lost a kind parent, and the country a

revered and beloved king. The gratitude and homage we o\ve

him can never be forgotten by a true Swede
;
but on this occa-

sion, our regret is more keenly felt. To be this day the interpre-

ter of the sentiments which I share with my subjects, is for me a

flattering lot, and if my expressions are but weak, let it be

recollected, that such a king as we have unfortunately lost, needs

no other eulogiums, no other pledges of grief, but those which are

imprinted on loyal and grateful minds. As his son, I bring to his

memory the offering of the most heartfelt gratitude for his tender

care for my well-being, which he extended even beyond the grave,

by consigning to you, dear uncle, the administration of this king-

dom during my minority. Your highness supplied his place both

for myself and the country. I am by no means ignorant of the

pain and vigilance which you have shewn, and my gratitude shall

never cease. Though your own conscience offers you the best

reward, yet I know that it affords you the utmost satisfaction

to see me, whose youth was entrusted to your care, assume the

sceptre in a worthy manner. Relying on the support of the

Almighty, I feel happy in being able to declare before you, my
lords, dukes, and before you, Swedes and dear subjects, assembled

here, on entering on my functions, that it is my earnest wish to

conduct the administration to the well-being and happiness of us

all. My principal aim shall be this, to follow the course of Ia\r

and justice, that every Swede may enjoy in peace the fruit of his

labour ; to protect the kingdom and its independence ; to increase

the stock of general and individual happiness ; to husband the

resources of the state with the utmost care : and thus to attain the

choicest blessing of a king, to be surrounded with happy subjects.

Yet young and inexperienced, I hope much from the councils to

which I shall resort, but especially from the love of my subjects,

who will strive to fulfil their duty to their king, as he shall

endeavour to perform his duty towards them. By such sentiments

and such a conduct the Swedish people has always distinguished.

itself, and my motto is, God and the People. These words shall

remind me of my duty, of my responsibility, and of the support
on which I rely. I am convinced that my subjects will never

degenerate from their ancestors, who feared God and loved their
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king; and they may rest assured, that their love shall always form

my proudest glory, and my best reward."

VARIATION, AND NON-VARIATION, or THE MAGNETIC NEEDLE,

MR. ROBERTSON, in a late communicatiou made to the Royal

Society, has related a remarkable circumstance in the history of

the variation of the compass. Since the year 1660, the compass

has not varied at Jamaica : it is now what it M as in the times of

Halley, 61-2 degrees cast. Of the grants, a map was given upoa
a magnetic meridian, and the direction of the magnetic meridian

remains the same. Since the original grants, new maps, upon new-

scales, have been constructed, and all of them are found to agree

M'ith the first maps in the direction of the magnetic meridian. If,

the boundary line passed through a forest of marked trees, such

trees as are now found arc coincident with the present meridian.

The districts were formerly by the cardinal points ; and, examined

by compass, the lines are still found the same. Such well attested

facts discover to us how little is truly known of the science of

magnetism. And as very much depends upon a full knowledge of

the variation, the variation is recommended to every friend of use.

ful discovery.

The editors of the American newspaper, the Panoplist, have

stated, that S. Dewitt, Esq. surveyor-genera! of the state of New
York, has lately discovered, that the variation of the magnetic
needle is rapidly changing, in a direction contrary to that in which

it has been heretofore moved. This is a singular and interesting

phenomenon, and we should be obliged to any of our philosophical

correspondents to favour us with their observations upon it ;

noticing the time when this reversed movement commenced, the

progress it has already made, the causes which have probably pro,
duced it, and any other circumstances which may throw light ou
a subject of so much importance.

HONORARY REWARDS, BESTOWED BY THE SOCIETY FOR THE EN.

COURAGEMENT OF ARTS, MANtTFACTURES, AND COMMERCE, OM
THE 31st OF MAY, 180S, FOR NAUTICAL INVENTIONS, &C.

To Captain G. W. Manby, of Yarmouth, the society have voted

iheir gold medal, for forming a communication with ships wrecked,
or stranded, by means of a rope thrown over the vessel from a
mortar on the shore. The rope is attached to a shell fired from
the mortar ; one end of the rope remains on shore

j tiie shot having
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passed over the ship, the rope attached to it lies across the vessel,

and is secured to the mast, or some other permanent part, by the

persons on board ; or forms the means of connection with the shore

by stronger ropes, on which a cot to hold persons or property is

made to traverse to and from ths shore. The idea of throwing a

rope from a mortar was suggested by Lieutenant Bell, in the year

1792, and was then rewarded by the Society. He proposed the

fnbrtar to be on board the ship, and from thence a rope to be

thrown on land. Captain Manby considers the reverse of that

mode to be attended by more advantage, and has been successful in

the experiments that he has made.

To Captain William Bolton, R.N. a silver medal has been

voted, for the model of a plan for fitting ship's jury-masts, when
the original masts have been broken by storms, or in engagements.

These jury-masts are formed from the spare spars usually carried

on board king's ships, and in every merchantman that is properly
found ; and will enable her to carry as much sail as on her

usual mast. This invention is of great importance to ships after

a general action, as they Avill by this means be enabled to prosecute

their voyage or service without any deficiency of sail.

To Captain R. II. Ball, R.N. a silver medal has been presented,

for an improvement in anchors, which renders them less liable to

damage than those which are made in the common mode, and of

course gives greater security to the ship. His double fish-hooks,

for fishing the anchors, effects "that business with ease, and without

risk.

To Mr. Thomas Roberts, of the Navy Office, a silver medal has

been given, for improvements in ship building, by securing the

ends of the beams ef ships by cast iron work, instead of wooden
inees: which method, owing to the present scarcity of proper

timber, will be a, saving of upwards of 3001. in the construction of

every 74-gun ship, besides giving equal security to the vessel, and

allowing more room on board to work the guns. His majesty has

been so satisfied with this invention, on the recommendation of the

jSavy Board, as to present Mr. Roberts with 8001. for it, and

fSany ships of war are now building in conformity thereto.
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PRESENT MANAGEMENT AND DISCIPLINE OF THE NAVY,

LETTER VI.

SIR,

I
HAD taken up my pen to address you on another part of

naval discipline, but happening to look over my fifth letter,

I perceived some omissions, which I will here endeavour to

supply.

Whenever punishment is deemed necessary on board a ship, it

should be accompanied by as much solemnity as possible, for

which purpose it must not be too frequently inflicted ; and though
it may sometimes happen that punition should very quickly follow

the crime, yet that is not ofteu the case. The custom of many
officers to make a black Monday is judicious : the time is looked

forward to by the culprit with a degree of dread, often impressing
the mind more sensibly than the effect of the lash. But as a black

Monday may unfortunately be necessary, I think a Khite Monday
might also be introduced with good effect. If a certain number of

the former have passed away without any painful occurrence to

mark their sable character, I think some means should be adopted
to make the ship's company take a pleasure, as well as pride, in

that creditable circumstance ;
and if, at the expiration of some

mouths, a captain could have the sublime satisfaction of calling his

ship's company together, and, after congratulating them ti their

good behaviour for so long a period, proclaim a " maiden assize,
' ?

and a day of jubilee, the naval regulations should allow of some

premium to mark so grateful an event.

I wish, Mr. Editor, that our friends of the shore would pay
attention to this hint, and avoid all public marks of rejoicing, ex.

cept when there has been indeed a " maiden assize." I always
rank an assize ball, while the poor wretches, condemned either to

death or banishment, are taking the last leave of their country and.

friends, as an act of wanton cruelty, altogether unworthy of the

boasted humanity of the British fair. If those periodical visitations

of justice have no capital offence to punish, let us, in God's

name, dance for joy : but, where the contrary is unfortunately the

case, public merriment is not only extremely ill-timed, but is a&
insult to the feelings of humanity.
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As the practice of putting men in irons is now pretty generally

discontinued, I need not dwell much upon it. When a man is

drank, however, and riotous, let him be thus punished till he is

sober and quiet: he merits the disgrace, and his confinement is of

use. When iu harbour also, and there is a possibility of escape,

it may be necessary to secure some criminals by the same means;
but at sea, or upon common occasions, it should never be resorted

to j and when it is requisite, it should be in a proper place, -where

more or less communication with their messmates or others may be

allowed, according to circumstances.

Denying permission to the crew to go ashore, by a general

order)
divests the captain of a great check on them; as sometimes

a nian might be added to the list of those who are not to have such

leave, instead of assigning him to corporal castigation, -which, \

cannot repeat too often, should be as much as possible reserved

in terroreni) and for urgent cases or.ly.

In our naval discipline, as well as by the laws of the land, I fear

we apply too much to the punishment of crimes, instead of their

prevention, -which latter is certainly the primary duty, as well as

interest, of both the officer and legislator. When have penal sta-

tutes done good? Robbery under the gallows is proverbial ; and

wretchedness, ignorance, and depravity have made hanging a

matter of mere speculation with those who enter the road to it.

This subject, Mr. Editor, leads me to another, on which, though
not immediately connected with the navy, I beg leave to make a

few observations : I allude to the -well-meant, but injudicious

attempts of the various societies for the suppression ofvtcc^ which

are becoming common in Great Britain. I confess, that while

I give them credit for their laudable views, and for their subscrip-

tions to realise them, J cannot applaud their judgment. There is

apparently a deficiency in the knowledge of human nature, and that

want of profiting by experience which I have before lamented.

These are at present amoag their principal defects. Are these

self-erected censors encouraged in their undertaking by an

assurance that penal statutes have the effect they icishfor ? If so,

is it not strange that so many of them have fallen into disuse; as

the modesty of the members of these bodies will certainly admit,

that a very large proportion of the magistrates and clergy of these

kingdoms equally detest vice with themselves, and would assuredly

Suppress it,
if the powers with which they ar vested would enable

them to do so ? On thfs consideration, I cannot but look upon
the regulations of these societies as Assuming a sort of peculiar
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claim to virtue, to which, on investigation, they have no true

ground for pretension. Again. I conceive the line of conduct

they pursue to be very reprehensible : their information is gained

by the most unwarrantable means, among which bribery is the

most prominent; and money, which is truly said to be the root

of all evil, is thus employed to produce good. Now the Scrip-

tures are in direct opposition to this, which will not permit

us to do evil that good may come therefrom ; and, in my opinion,

sir, every poor tipler who is by those means brought to punish-

ment, will have been led to it by a greater degree of moral turpi-

tude than the fault itself. In short, the plan leads to a system of

corruption, that at the present moment, needs not an addition, as

it already threatens the glorious constitution of this country with

ruin : that corruption, Mr. Editor, which, whether displayed

in sinecure pensions for life, in reversion, or in those boroughs

whence members are returned to the lower house at the com-

mand of those of Oie upper, appals a heart, which the combined

forces of Europe, led by Buonaparte, never could. According to

the plan of these societies, 'to whom would the money thus

liberally subscribed be distributed? To constables and church-

wardens, whose duty it is to act without reward, when they can

do it with good effect; or to spies and informers, who have joined

in the crime or debauch, and perhaps occasioned it, in order to

claim the reward of an informer a base, odious, unmanly charac-

ter. The knowledge how to govern men, and to prevent crimes,

is a subject so nearlv connected with that which gave rise to thesu

reflections, that I will proceed a little farther, and recommend to

these societies to reconsider their plan, and direct th*-ir efforts to

lessen crimes, instead of punishing them, which they should leave-

to the more competent execution of those laws which are already,

I fear, too numerous and harsh to do much good : let them unite

under a new title, and with higher views: their means will thereby
be soon increased, and they will have the salisfaction of seeing

their labour and their money tend to a most beneficial result. Let

them be societies for the encouragement of virtue. Let us not re-

sort to the days of yore lor penal statutes to punish vice; but use

the best means of the present clay to excite to virtue : the former

have been found at least nugat.;.v ;
the latter open a field to hopes

of the most alluring nature to a benevolent, tnind. The only way to

ruakea man detest vice, is to make him love its opposite: let the

funds then be employed in procuring persons of superior attain-

ments to those at present, for the purpose of endeavouring to cui-

, ttol. XX. E
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tivate the minds of the lower classes of society ; let not t

object be merely to teach them to read badly, but to establish a

proud zcor/c of honour and honesty, a deep-rooted love of truth.,

and, above all, an utter detestation of cruelty and inhumanity,
whose hydra-headed forms but too often disgrace, the present day.
With tempers well regulated, and minds

siijji-ii'.iitlj) informed,
whatever else is wanted to be taught will not be difficult. They
will be industrious in whatever calling they are placed, and of

course likely to be successful in it; and will become good citizens

and useful members of society. May the fleets ami armies ot Old

England abound with such characters ! for I differ wholly from two

gentlemen of our sister island, now on the list of admirals, who-

have evinced a predilecfion for the employment of men of a con-

trary character on board (heir ships ; and they certainly ha-vs been,

successful in having the objects of their regard with th; m, as the

noise and confusion of their ship* have loudly testified on several oc-

casions. Indeed it is not long since, I think itwas on the discussion,

resprcting the bill to check the improvement of the army (I don't

mean that such was the tide of the bill, but its descriptive cha-

racter), that Lord M. is stated to have used the same language

respecting soldiers, as the admirals alluded to have of sailors. It

was judiciously asked, in reply, (if the public prints were cor-

rect), whether blackguards only were fit for his majesty's ser-

vice ? The proclamation against vice, which is ordered to bre

frequently read m churches, certainly holds another doctrine.

But it is not necessary, Mr. Editor, to enlarge further on the im-

propriety and impolicy of such opinions : the character of the per-

sonage from whom the latter issued, is too well known to need

any animadversions here upon its fallacy ;
and the English nation

entertains a more exalted idea of the necessary qualities and

important duties of a British seaman, than to join in such an error.

I remain, youri, &c.
A. F. y.

July 5.

P. S. I must congratulate my naval readers, and the country
in general, on the spirit of liberal justice which appears in the new

distribution of prize-monej". It has given me most sincere satisfac-

tion ; and I trust that this truly wise, because truly just amend-

ment, will be followed up by some regulations, respecting liberty

for the seamen to go ashore, and to visit their friends on board

other ships. The spirits offreemen must be ruled by a system of

confidence^ which alone will lead, and will certainly lead., to strong

9
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and affectionate attachment, and to the most zealous co-operation

in the cause of our country, i heartily thank the promoters of

this excellent arra-igemeiit, and entreat them to continue, from

time to lime, to strengthen our naval force by measures equally

liberal and wise.

L :-t me also congratulate my countrymen on tlie appearance of

affairs in Spain. May the inhabitants of that long degraded coun-

try be unaiu/notixj and they will be free ! May they (each the

tyrant, and all tyrants, either with or without power (and I fear

that there are many of the latter), that no force can subdue a na-

tion actuated by one wiii,one general desire for Rational freedom !

.May they shew the world what can be accomplished by a people
actuated by this all-powerful impulse ; and teach kings and gover-
nors so to frame and execute all their laws, that the conduct of

their subjects may be the result of allectioa and unanimity.

MR. EDITOR,

A MIDST the many instances of naval enterprise whkh you
*& have preserved, the following is, I think, worthy of record.

I send it you merely as I found it, in an old newspaper for 1795.

Perhaps some of your correspondents can inform us of the name

of the lieutenant of the Syren. S. C. J.

" An instance of great gallantry was recently evinced by a

lieutenant of the Syren frigate. He was ordered with three boats,

to tow one of our gun-vessels into a small bay on the coast of

France, into which one of the enemy's cutters hud run for safety:

it was a. calm, and the sea perfectly smooth. The French, with

surprize and horror, viewed their approach, and made a conl'used

preparation for resistance. The commander of or gun-vessel,

either from a weakness of nerves, or what we wish to believe to

have been fhe case, a rational apprehension of danger from the

shallowness of the water, refused to proceed. The lieutenant of

the Syren in vain expostulated ; and finding him positive, desired

him to let go the tow ropes, declaring that he, and his boats,

would bring the cutter out. He accordingly, with a degree of

gallantry honourable to his country, gave orders to the boat'.s crew

to make for the shore ; they with appropriate spirit obeyed, and

were almost within fire of the cutter, when Captain Moore,

estimating more dearly the safety of his brave crew, than the prize

which they were about to possess, threw out a signal for their

return, to the great disappointment of our tars
;
and to the crident
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satisfaction of the enemy ; who, notwithstanding their great

superiority (they mounting 14 or 16 guns), we are persuaded
would have struck to the gallant impetuosity of our attack."

MR. EDITOR,

FERMIT
me to resume the extracts which I some time since

commenced in your valuable work : in the following you
will perceive the jealousy which has ever existed between the naval

powers of England and France. Yours, &c.

ROBUR.
"

Genoa, November 22, 1681.

" Here lately arrived an English man of war, that would not

salute the town lest the French gallics which were here iu port

should take that honour as done to them, but sent to acquaint

the senate, that the accustomed civilities would be paid as soon

as the French were gone ; but afterwards, on the 5th of No-

vember, the day justly celebrated by all Englishmen for their

deliverance from the Popish gunpowder treason, the English cap-

tain, betimes in the morning spread his flags, standards, and

streamers, and after prayers discharged all his guns. Whereupon
the patron royal admiral of the French gallies, taking the salute

as intended for him, answered him only with two guns. But the

English captain presently sent the British consul to the Marquis
de Navailles, the French admiral, to let him know that he did

not fire in compliment to him, not thinking such a mark of

respect due to him, but that he fired only in honour of the afore-

said festival, kept in commemoration of a damnable Popish pk;.-

happily discovered; at which the proud ^Monsieur was much

dissatisfied, but knew not how to help himself, and is since de-

parted in a huff out of this port."

ti The poor sailor is exposed to a variety of misfortunes the

instant he leaves port, and there are f'.v voyages performed with-

out some unpleasant occurrence ; yet L seldom happens, that

one vessel and her crew are doomed to the fate of the Provident

pink, which we find thus related in an old publication : On
Monday morning, December, 16^1, about 7 of the clock, the

Provident pink, belonging, as it is said, to Deplford, and home-

-vvard bound from Jamaica, one Wilson, master, was cast away

near Rye ;
she was of about 160 tons, and came thenco iu August
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last, and met with very stormy weather, in which she lost her rud-

der, being then about five or six hundred leagues oif the land: the

seamen on board were almost famished, having had no bread for

five or six weeks, nor met with any vessel to supply them
;
she

was driven into the bay by extraordinary winds, which were at

south-west and south-south-west, in which place she rid at anchor

for a short time, till her cable broke, and then having nothing else

to command her, she drove on shore, about a league to the west

of this town : the men all saved, but very sad spectacles to be-

hold, being mere skeletons."

REMARKS ON THE PARLIAMENTARY DUTIES OF
NAVAL OFFICERS.

LETTER III.

SIR, June 18, 1808.

N calling the attention of my brother sailors to the importance

of their duty when they become members of parliament, I

particularly referred to that part of it which occurs annually;
and which, from its heavy, though necessary pressure, is of the

first moment. As there never was a period when such sacrifices

were demanded from the people of these islands, so there never

was a time when they were offered with a more ready good will.

We still see the infinite advantages which we have enjoyed, beyond
the other nations of Europe, by having our enemy at a distance ;

and it is the primary duty of a statesman to continue to excite in the

hearts of the people such an affection for their country and its go-

vernment, and to make them of such value to them, as (hat they

should readily lay down their lives and fortunes for their preser-

vatjon. From the military despotism of some, and the feudal

tyranny of others, it has happened, that the subjects of most of

those countries which have been overrun by Buonaparte, could

scarcely change rulers or laws for the worse ; and, had it not

been for the misery which always attends the march of an army,

they would have had every reason to hail the-approach of a change
with pleasure. It is then, most surely, the high and momentous

obligations of the legislative and executive branches, so to frame,
and so to enforce our la\vs, as to inspire and preserve that venera-

tion and love, which have hithtrto marked the character and con-

duct of Britons. Some neglect in this respect has, 1 fear, occa-

sionally given a rude shock to those feelings ; and" some laws have

been proposed, which, had they been executed, would have rcn-
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dered a Briton as regardless of the fate of his country as aRussiaa

or Prussian slave. Fortunately, these have been only proposed ;

but it is melancholy to consider, that the proposers, men of

respectable characters, as well as eminent situations, should have

been either so ignorant or inattentive respecting the feelings of

the people. Much has been said aud written on the subject of

taxation; and I agree fully, that taxation is not necessarily

tyranny^ neither is a despot necessarily a tyrant^ in the common

acceptation of the word ; but, such is the constitution of human

nature, that, without good looking after, the power acquired by
either the one or the other soon ripens into tyranny.

It has been reported of a celebrated modern wit, that, being
asked by a foreigner,

" in what the boasted liberty of Britons

consisted^ whilst we were taxed beyond any other nation that ever

existed; whilst our country swarmed with surveyors and excise-

men ; whilst almost every man left on the shore was a soldier ;

and whilst most of those who were ajloat had been dragged thither

against their consent^ replred, after some little consideration,
" a common roan may tell a gentleman to ," but the

close of the sentence is immaterial. Whatever that liberty may
be, let us cherish its very idea, as our brightest jewel, and most

cautiously avoid every thing that might in the slightest degree

sully its lustre. It is then most particularly the duty of a mem-

ber of parliament, to consider the mode in which taxes ara

levied; remembering, that we now pay our money, and yield up
our comforts one after.the other, in order to preserve OUT freedom :

if the mods of collecting these taxes becomes arbitrary, partial,

and unjust ;
if they are levied without any regard to the noble

feelings of Britons, we shall not have the same object to contend

for; we shall never submit to the payment of a tax without first

throwing every possible obstacle in the way ; and, could Britsh

soldiers be found to act in such a cause, recourse must be had to

the point of the bayonet.
As many of the persons whom I am addressing have been too

actively employed as warriors, to know much of the affairs of

house-keeping, it may not be amiss to mention a few circum-

stances, which, I think, had very nearly given a severe shock to

that amor patrice so predominant amongst Englishmen. One of

these instances was that of Lord Henry Hetty's proposing a tax on

private brewing ;
a tax which would have so totally destroyed that

charming illusion, if not now delightful reality, liiat our houses

are our castles, by the entrance of the exciseman to pry into our
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domestic arrangements, that I confess for one. that the interests of

a country in -which I suffered such constraint and disgrace, would,

have sat very light upon me, and I should have been disposed
to seek out a hut on Terra del Fucgo^ or some other land

where excisemen are unknown. It may be said, why mention a

measure -which was given up? I answer, to shew how necessary
it is that every legislator should be aware of the true interests and

honest feelings of his constituents, which cannot be well learned

in a camp, or at sea
;

in the inns of court, or in an India ware-

house ; in a banker's shop, or within the walls of public offices,

&c. Thus we perceive what a very large proportion of members

of parliament hare to study matters out of their usual course, to

become competent to perform their duty. I do not believe that

the proposer of the above measure intended either to enslave the

people, or to irritate their feelings; but it saddens me to observe,

how little the interests and feelings of the people seeai to be con-

sidercd, or known, by those who rule them.

I hear th;it the present chancellor of the Exchequer is a man of

the most respectable character, and utterly incapable of designed
ill ; yet his proposed measure of changing the mode of collecting

the assessed taxes and property tax, by putting aside the offices of

commissioners' clerks and parish assessors, which would have

necessarily driven from their posts all the respectable men who
now execute, so much to their own honour (and, considering their

too limited powers, so much to the public benefit), the duties of

the commissioners of taxes, would have caused a sensation in this

kingdom of more powerful advantage to Buonaparte than all that

his troops could possibly effect. No surveyor, who gains his bread

by surcharges, could have moved without a guard; for the un-

pleasant nature of his employment renders him too often a de-

praved sort of human creature, and hateful for his manner, even

where tlure is no objection to his office. "When it is possible,

therefore, for a man of respectable character, in so elevated a

situation, to propose such a measure, although his good sense

may afterwards lead him to abandon it, it follows clearly, that

the duty of a member of Parliament is of immense consequence,
and should never be lightly or selfishly entered upon, or without

an attentive study of the interests and character of the people
to be governed. I am well assured, that this stu ly has been so

impertei tly attended to, that if Mr. P. had not received advice

from izitkuut, he might easily hare carried his bill tzithin the

-walls of the House. Let me repeat, that, when I disapproye of
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measures, I do not in consequence arraign the intentions ; or

criminate (he heart, when 1 censure the judgment.

That from the characters and situations of a lar^e number of

those who are offered to us as our legislators, there should be

such a want of information respecting the interests and feelings of

honest John Bull, is a truly melancholy consideration. The

number of naval officers in Parliament is certainly not great, but

1 wish never to see one seated there AV!U> is not actuated by prin-

ciples of the purest patriotism, and by as ardent a resolve to serve

the best interests of his country there as If he were following

a Nelson throiigh the lines of the enemy. Let it be impressed

deeply on his mind, that even the great and glorious victory of

Trafalgar was not of so much consequence to his country, as the

decision of Parliament is on many, nay, on most of the measures

discussed in it ;
and ?J he gives a vole, Massed in the smallest

degree by personal expectation., he is virtually guilty of accepting

a bribe 1 think (his position cannot be controverted
; and, if

found true, and once taken into consideration, I am sure that

no British seaman would sully his character by exposing himself

to such a stigma.
'

A bill, introduced also, I believe, by Mr. P. is now rapidly

passing through Parliament, called the Curate's Stipend bill ;

intended, it is alleged, to enforce the residence of the clergy.

If that be the intention, common sense ought to dictate that the

regulation should begin with the higher orders. Arc bishops of

use? Where then is their scene of action, -.'here the sphere of

their utility? Undoubtedly within their dioceses, and by no

means either en their bench, or in the drawing-room at St.

James's. Yet, without even advising (heir residence, Mr. P. puts

immense additional power into their hands, the effects of which

will be evident at the next genera! election. On which side have

iny brother sailors voted on this occasion ? What has been the

conduct of those glorious defcnder^of liberty and old England?

Surely they have not forgotten that the crown is supported by
the liberties of the people, and that were this truly glorious sup-

port to be changed, cither into the despotism .of power, or into

the equally fatal and more disgusting despotism of corruption,

its glories would soon fade, and its honours be levelled with the

dust.

My letter, Mr. Editor, grows tedious
;
I will therefore conclude

with a short recapitulation of the domestic business of a few short

months, to impress upon the minds of my brother sailors in Par-
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liamcnt the vast consequence of the acts, in the passing of which

they have participated. We must go back to that disgraceful cry

of no popery, which had nearly caused a second representation of

the bigot's tragedy, some time since acted under the management
of Lord G. Gordon ;

and which, if his lordship had been alive,

we must conclude would have placed him at the head of affairs;

for, although as much zeal and love for Smithfield bonfires may
sxist at this moment, yet modern zealots have not so warm a tern*

pcramcnt as his lordship had, and must therefore yield the pre-

eminence.

The attempt to do away the parochial assessors and commis-

sioners' clerks was as great a stretch towards military despotism

as ever was planned ;
and although that was wisely abandoned,

yet, by a side wind, a new sort of commissioner has been edged

in, which draws considerably towards the same end.

Respecting the seizure of the Danish navy, Swift seems to have

had a prophetic view of it, for which 1 must refer my reader

to certain transactions of the court of Lilliput.

We have been disgraced by that petty, spiteful, higgling retail

shop manoeuvre respecting bark
;
and I hear that Jjuonaparfe

means to stop the exportation of leeches from Portugal, in re-

taliation.

I always expected, and the result seems to prove the justiuM
of my expectation, that the orders in council would amount, in

effect^ to an offensive league with Buonaparte against commerce'.

Read the report of the committee on the Distillation Act, and

you \viil find that nothing is there so much deprecated, as that

his majesty's subjects should drink fewer drams. Good heaven !

are we then to be saved by an immoderate use of spirituous

liquors ? Read the report, and you will be led to believe so.

The same laws have been extended, and of course the freedom of

the subject has been abridged.

That admirable bill, which would soon have rendered the British

army superior to all the armies in the world, from its limited

period of service, and subsequent reward in proportion to that

service, has been attacked, and its beneficial intent has been ia

great measure defeated.

Read the local militia bill, its oaths, its penalties, its service

without substitute, and point out one atom of British character ia

it if you can.

Examine the curate's stipend bill, and you will sec vast powers
added to those which were before possessed by the bishops ; as, by

l&ft. et&ran. ffloT.XX. r
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tlie last mentioned bill, there have been to the lord lieutenants.

Look through the kingdom, and find any description of men
more under the raod of the crown than lord lieutenants and

bishops; if you cannot, you may clearly perceive the intention

of these t\vo bills.

If the gallant men to whom these letters have been addressed

fee!, as I trust they will after their perusal, let me recommend to

one of them to propose some such measure as the following :

" That a committee be appointed, to consist wholly of men not

in office, nor holding contracts, Sfc. Sfc. to take into consideration

the state of the revenue of these kingdoms, and the mode in which

it is raised. To examine and report the most effectual means by
M'hich the same may be levied by the most equal distribution, and

by the smallest pressure ; particularly pointing out lor amendment,
such parts of the present system, as are most irritating to the

feelings or injurious to the morals of the people ; and recommend-

ing such measures as may restore^ and then perpetuate the glorious

boast, that the house of an Englishman is his castle; and by

throwing every obstacle in the way of the use of spirits, and laying

open the means to the use of beer and porter among the lower

classes, insure sound health and good morals among them."*

Well, Mr. Editor, may a Briton call upon all those whom his

address is likely to reach, to tise their utmost efforts to check the

progress of measures which are likely to exterminate that ardent

love of their country which has hitherto characterised his country-
men, Should that ever become extinct, the armies of France may-
inarch over our fields with as much ease as ofcr those of the once

mighty but ill-fated Prussia. "
England expects every man to do

his duty :" where is there a more sacred duty, than to watch over

the constitution which has rendered us *'
happy and glorious ?"

And let it be ever considered as a maxim of our constitution, that

lie is the greatest enemy to the king and lords zcho infringes on

the rights of the commons. But it is needless to say more respecting

that great political truth, that Britain can only be ruined by her

Parliament. The persons whom I am addressing will, I am sure.

do their utmost to prevent so fatal a catastrophe ; they will re.

member that the above emphatical exhortation of Nelson is r;ot

limited to time or place, and they will be regulated by its impulse

in every action of their lives. I remain, Sir, &c.

E. G.F.

ir u;vs of Glu-!u>ic aiul Bctr-slnet should

ever before _ who frame our revenue laws.
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MARINE SCENERY.

OF PIUNCE OF AVALES'S ISLAVD.

(From Johnson's Oriental foj/agcr. )

FRINGE
of Wales's Island, called by the natives Pu!o or

Poolo Penang, from a Malay word signifying areca-nut

and betel, lies on the fifth parallel of north latitude, and in 100

'20' 15" (George town), of east longitude, at the entrance of tho

straits of Malacca. It is nearly in the shape of an oblong square ;

about sixteen miles in length, and from six to eight in breadth ;

distant between two and three miles from the Malay shore. It

was given to Captain Light by the King of Queda, and first

settled in 17SG. The greater part of the island is occupied by a

loi'ty irregular ridge of mountains (running in the direction of the

island, north and south), the northern extivmity of which is by
1'ar the hi/.iest : and here they have a signal-house, and several

bungalows erected. Th. ; whole of this ridge is covered with a

forest of trees of immense size
;
and between its eastern bast- and

the sea, facing the coast of Queda, there is a level slip of land,

from two to lour miles in breadth, and ten or twelve miles long.

This is well cultivated, and laid out in gardens, plantations of

pepper, betel, areca, cocoa-nut trees, &c. intersected in all di-

rections with pleasant carriage roads, the sides of which are lined

with a variety of shrubs and trees that are in perpetual verdure.

Through the whole of this space arc interspersed a number of

villas and bungalows, where the Europeans occasionally retire to

enjoy the country air, as a relaxation after business in town.

On the north-eastern point of this slip of land are situated Fort

Corn\vallis and George-town, the latter called by the natives Tan-

jong Paina-ique. This island may contain of European settlers

and their dependants,

Malays, Sumatrans, Chinese, &c. 14,000 souls.

Of itinerants 2,000 dkto.

Total 16,000

For the correctness, however, of this rough estimate, I cannot

positively vouch
;

it is probable that the number of souls on tho

i.->!aiul considerably exceeds that of the above statement.

From the opposite shore are const.aitly brought over great

quantities of all kinds of provisions and fruits, which are sold

here at a very reasonable rate. Abundance and great variety of
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excellent fish are caught in every direction round this island J

which, from the salubrity of its air, is justly esteemed the Mont-

pellier of India. Coups dc soleil are seldom experienced in this

settlement, although (he Europeans walk and ride abo"ut at all

times of the day, completely exposed to a vertical sun. In short,

as soon as the wet docks are established on Pulo Jaraja (a small

island between Penang and the main), this will be the most beau-

tiful, healthy, and flourishing settlement in the East Indies.

From the dawn of day, until the sun has emerged above the

high mountains of Queda, and even for some time ai'ter this

period, Penang rivals any thing that has been fabled of the Ely-
sian fields. The dews which have fallen in the course of the

night, and by remaining on the trees, shrubs, and flowers have

become impregnated with their odours, early in the morning

begin to exhale, and fill the air with the most delightful perfumes ;

while the European inhabitants, taking advantage of this plea-

sant season for air and exercise, crowd the roads in carriages, on

horseback, and on foot, till the sun, getting to some height above

the mountains of Queda, becomes so powerful, as to drive them

into their bungalows, to enjoy a good breakfast with a ,keav

appetite.

The low lands of Penang being liable to inundation in the rainy

season, the houses of the Europeans are elevated from the ground,

eight or ten feet, on arches or pillars. They seldom consist of

more than one floor, are built of wood, and thatched over with

leaves of trees, &c. the roofs resembling those of cottages in

England, haying the eaves projecting over the verandas, in order

to throw off the rain into the areas. They are all detached from

each other, and surrounded v, ith gardens and trees of various

kinds, that defend them in a great measure from the sun. The
town itself, which is inhabited by people of almost every country,
from the Red Sea to China, is about a quarter of a mile in length.

The streets are pretty regular, though the houses are very far

from being so, the Chinese, Malays, and Hindoos following

their own taste in the construction of them. Here is a good fish-

market; while rice, poultry, and vegetables are cheap and plentiful

in every street. The Chinese are here, as at Malacca, the most

industrious class ;
and as they meet with liberal encouragement,

they will, no doubt, contribute greatly to the improvement of

this infant settlement.

A sma'l party of us having obtained permission to occupy the

Convalescent bungalow on tue mountain, for the purpose of
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breathing a cooler and purer air, we repaired thither early ju

March. The distance from the town to that part of the base of

the mountain where the path commences, is about five miles, and

from thence to the summit, more than three. The pathway
which is not more than eight or ten feet wide, is cut with incredi-

ble Jabour, through a forest of immensely tall trees, whose urn-

brageous foliage uniting above, excludes, except at some parti,

cular turnings, the least glimpse of the heavens ; involving one,

all the way up, in pensive gloom. It frequently winds along the

brinks of frightful yawning precipices, at the bottoms of which,
one shudders to behold huge trunks of trees rived and fractured,

while precipitating themselves down their steep and craggy sides.

The solemn stillness which reigus around, or is only interrupted

at intervals by the harsh notes of the trumpeter, or distant roar

of the waterfall tumbling from rock to rock, is well calculated

to excite in the mind a melancholy yet pleasing train of reflections.

Steep and rugged as this path is, the little Sum atran horses mount
it with great safety ;

the ladies, however, are generally carried

up in a kind of sedan-chair, borne on the shoulders of stcut

Malays.
After a tiresome ascent of two or three hours, we gained the

sumiuit
;
where we were amply rewarded for our labour, by the

most extensive and beautifully variegated prospect we had ever

seen in India. As this part of the ridge of the mountains is con-

siderably the highest in the island, the view is consequently unin-

terrupted around, and so strikingly grand and beautiful is it, that

the most phlegmatic observer can hardly fail to experience some

pleasing sensations when placed on this fairy spot. For my own

part, I could not help feasting my eyes, for hours together, -with

undirnintshed delight, on the romantic scenery, which nature,

assisted by art, had scattered around in bountiful profusion. The

pencil itself could but faintly depict the luxuriant imagery of thi;

extensive landscape ; with the pen j therefore, I can only attempt

to trace its outlines.

Looking eastward, oue's attention is first arrested by the abrupt
descent of the mountain itself, whose side is clothed with an almost

impenetrable forest of gigantic trees, except where precipices

and chasms intervene
; over which the waters are faintly heard

tumbling and foaming in their course down to the pliiins. From
this rude scene of nature, there is a sudden transition at the foot

of the mountain, to one in which art has a considerable share.

1?ie rye ranges there over a beautiful plain, laid out in pepper
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plantations, gardens, groves of the cocoa-nut, betel, areea, and

various other trees, checkered througS'iOut with handsome villas and

bungalows, intersected by pleasant carriage-roads, and watered with

meandering rills, that flow from the mountain's side, clear as the

crystal. Fort Cora wallis next presents itself, situated on the north,

eastern point of the plain ; and stretching to the southward, Tan-

jong Painaique, or George-to\Vn, the European houses of which,

form a striking contrast with the variously constructed habitations

of the oriental settlers, all of whom dress and live according to

the manners and customs of their respective countries. Here may
be seen standing in perfect peace and amity with each other, the

Hindoo temple or pagoda, the Chinese joss-house, the Christian

chapel, and various other places of worship; every one enjoying
the unmolested exercise of his religion.

From hence the eye stretches over the beautiful strait that sepa-

rates the island from the main ; the glassy surface of which reflects

the faint images of the clouds above, and lofty mountains that

lower on each of its sides. The long extended line of shipping

in the roads, presents as great a variety and contrast as the man-

sions on shore-; from the line of battle ship, bearing

"The British thunder o'er th* obsequious wave,"

down to the light skiff, or canoe, that scarcely seems to brush its

surface, on which may be seen in gradation, East Indiamen, country

ships, grabs, Chinese junks, pdiiars, Malay proas, and an end-

less variety of small craft from Sumatra and the adjacent isles.

Passing over this pleasant little aquatic scene, the Malay coast

exhibits a considerable plain, covered with a close Avood, through
which winds a river, navigable by the country craft up to the

bases of the lofty and generally
u
cloudcapp'd" mountains of which

Queda terminates the eastern view.

The northern aud southern prospects have a great similarity

to each other : the eye each May pursues a line of coast studded

with small islands, and extended till the steep mountains on one

hand, and the watery expanse on the other, blending with the

blue ether, fade at length from the view, on the utmost verge
of the horizon*

Westward, an unruffled sea and cloudless sky present a mo>t

magnificent scene, where the eye has ample scope to range, far

as the visual powers can possibly extend
; distinguishing on this

watery plain, various kinds of vessels pursuing their respective

routes, wafted by the gentle land and sea breezes ; the latter of

Mrhichj entitled the Darter, setting in in the forenoon, pays aa
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early and welcome visit to the mountain bungalows, fraught with

such delicious and life-inspiring draughts for the exhausted frame,

as few doctors can boast of among their prescriptions : and which

are far more grateful to the enfeebled tropical convalescent, than

all the cordial balm of Gilead and salutiferous elixirs in the

world. In so beautiful a situation as this, and daily visited by
such an agreeable physician, it is no wonder that the debilitated

European should seldom fail to experience at least a temporary
renovation of strength, and exemption from the baleful ellects

of tlie climate.

Independent of the temperature of the air, which is pleasantly

cool at this elevation, there is no doubt that the beautiful pros^

pects scattered around must greatly conduce to the restoration,

of health. This we experienced, and proved the justness of the

following remarks by Addison :
"

Delightful scenes," says he,
(i whether in nature, painting, or poetry, have a kindly influence

on the body as well as the mind
;
and not only seem to clear autj

brighten the imagination, but are able to disperse grief and

melancholy, and to set the animal spirits in pleasing and agreeable

motion. Such arc the prospects of an open and champaign coun-

trv , a vast uncultivated desert, huge heaps of mountains, high

rocks and precipices, or a wide expanse of water."

Notwithstanding these advantages, through want of sufficient

society, the scene, in a few days, began to assume a
solitary

appearance. During the solemn stillness that every evening pre-

vailed around, the sun slowly sinking in the western horizon,

seldom failed to awaken in the mind a variety of tender emotions,

and fond recollections of that dear native land, over which his

bright orb was then shining in meridan splendor ;~ accompanied,

too, with a kind of melancholy reflection, on the immense distance

that separated us from the chalky dill's of that much-loved isle,

whose image becomes more deeply impressed ou our memories

the further we recede from its shores.

" Where'er we roam, ulmtcvcr realms to see,

(hir 1,carts untravell'd, fondly turn to thee ;

Still to our country turn, with ceaseless pain,

.And driij; :it each remove # len<ith'nin chain."

*. Pulo I'oiKiiii: bein- one hundred de^rea* cast of K upland, it is sun-set

: -nm.T and ti;id-.i ;v i.i l lie latter place iiiMrJy sit the sa'iie time.
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PORTSMOUTH AND PLYMOUTH.

PORTSMOUTH.

When the navy of England informing a rendezvous at Spithead,

or Awaiting for a wind at St. Helen's, every curious person, whp
loves a grand sight, would wish for a stand on the island coast;

and indeed the eastern end of it is generally entertained with some

exhibition of this kind, even in time of peace ;
for though a fleet

of thirty or forty sail of the line is not continually riding near

the coast, yet, generally either some ships of war or two or

three frigates are passing or repassing from Portsmouth harbour,

going out on a crnise, or returning from one.

These are sights with which the western coasts of the island are

not often, entertained ; the telescope there is seldom levelled at

fleets or ships of the line. Sometimes a solitary frigate, wish a

fair wind, or an Indiaman, may lead through the Needles, and

attract the attention of the western islands ; but on that side of

the coast they must generally be content with views adorned with

skiffs, passage-boats^ and fleets of vrhitiog fishers. If, however,

they Avill be content to substitute the picturesque in the room of

the grand, they have, in these minuter appendages the advantage

of their eastern neighbours.
,/

PLYMOUTH,

Mr. Gilpin thus speaks also of his approach to Plymouth : >

Soon after passing Trcmerlon Castle, Saltash bay opened on

the left; and on the right, Hamoaze harbour, with many a

gallant ship of Avar at anchor upon its ample bo^om. Beyond
Hamoaze rise the hanging woods of Mount Edgccuinbe, forming
a noble back-ground to the scene. At Saltash we had good views

pf the river Tamar, both above and below the town. A sweeping

bay is formed on each side, in many places at least a mile in

breadth. In both directions the banks are high, and the water

retires beautifully behind jutting promontories.

Having crossed the Tamar at Saltash, we had four miles farther

to Plymouth. Through the whole way tvc had various views of

the Sound, Mount Edgecumbe, Plymouth harbour, Ilanioazcj

Plymouth dock, and Plymouth town. From all these views

together we were able to collect a clear geographical idea of

this celebrated harbour. Two rivers, the Tamar and the Plym,
the first of which is considerable, meeting the sea at the dis'ance

of about three miles asunder, form, at their separate mouths, two
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indented bays; these two bays open uito a third, which is the

receptacle of both, and larger than either. The bay formed by
the Taraar is called llamau~e ; that formed by the Plyra, is called

Plymouth Harbour ; and the large bay, into which they both

open, is calk'd the Sound. At the bottom of the Sound, where

the two bays communicate with it, lies St. Nicholas's island, which

is large, and fortified with a castle and strong works, intended

to defend the approach to both these inlets. The entrance

into Hamoaze is very intricate, for the island can be passed

only at that end next Plymouth, which makes the passage nar-

row and winding. The entrance at the other end is wide and

Uirect, but it is defended by a dangerous shelf of hidden rocks,

the situation of which appears plainly at low water, from the

rippling of the tide above them. The Cornish side of Ilamgaz*

is formed by Mount Edgecumbe.

PLATE CCLXII.

THE
annexed plate represents the Magicienne, Capt. Ricketts,

and the Drake brig, as engaged in dislodging a body of bri-

gands, who had established themselves in Platform bay, about

seven leagues to the westward of Cape Nicola Mole, St. Domingo.
This action, so creditable to the officers of his majesty's ships,

took place early in the year 1798 ; and is fully described in our
;i Memoir of the public Services ef the late Captain W. H. Jervis,"

page 8 of the present volume.

The drawing, from which the plate has been engraved, was
taken upon the spot, by Hamilton, and is now in the possessioa
of Earl St. Vincent.

PHILOSOPHICAL PAPERS.

Account of a singular Instance of atmospherical Refraction, in a

Letter from WILLIAM LATHAM, Esq. F.R.S. and A.S. to the

Rev. II. WHITFIELU, D.D. F.R.S. and A.S.

Philosophical Transactions, 1798, page S57.]

SIR, Hustings, August 1, 1797.

ON Wednesday last, July 26, about five o'clock in the after-

noon, whilst I was sitting in my dining-room at this place,

yh'ich is situated upon the parade clo^o to the sea shore, nearly
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fronting the south^ my attention was excited by a number of peo-

ple running down to the sea side. Upon inquiring the reason, I

was informed that the coast of France was plainly to be distin-

guished with the naked eye. I immediately went down to the

shore, and was surprised to find that, even without the assistance

of a telescope, I could very plainly see the cliffs on the opposite

coast, which, at the nearest part, are between forty and fifty miles

distant, and have not been discerned hitherto, from that low situa-

tion, by the aid of the best glasses. They appeared to be only a few

miles off, and seemed to extend for some leagues alont; the coast. I

pursued my walk along the shore to the eastward, close to the

water's edge, conversing with the sailors and fishermen upon the

subject. They at first could not be persuaded of the reality of

the appearance ; but they soon became so thoroughly convinced,

by the cliffs gradually appearing more elevated, and approaching

nearer, as it were, that they pointed out and named to me the

different places they had been accustomed to visit
; such as, the

Bay, the Old Head, or Man, the Windmill, &c. at Boulogne ;

St. Vallery, and other places on the coast of Picardy ; which they

afterwards confirmed, when they viewed them through their

telescopes. Their observations were, that the places appeared as

near as if they were sailing, at a small distance, into the harbour.

Having indulged my curiosity upon the shore for near an hour,

during which the cliffs appeared to be at some times more bright

and near, at others more faiut and at a greater distance, but

never out of sight, 1 went upon the eastern cliff or hill, which is

of a very considerable height, when a most beautiful scene pre-

sented itself to my view
;

for I could at once see Dungeness,
Dover Cliffs, and the French coast, all along from Calais, Bou-

logne, &c. to St. Vallery ; and, as some of the fishermen affirmed,

as far to the westward even as Dieppe. By the telescope, the

French fishing-boats were plainly to be seen at anchor ; and the

different colours of the land upon the heights, together with the

buildings, were perfectly discernible. This curious phenomenon
continued in the highest splendour till past eight o'clock (although

a black cloud totally obscured the face of the sun for some time),

itvh.cn it gradually >anis!u'd.

Now, sir, as I was Assured, from every inquiry I could pos-

sibly make, that so remarkable an instance of atmospherical re-

fraction had never boon witnessed by the oldest inhabitant of

Hastings, nor by any of the numerous visitors (it happening to be

the day of the great annual fair, called Rock fair, which always
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attracts multitudes from the neighbouring places), I thought an

account of it, however trifling, would be gratifying to you.

I should observe in this place, that the day was extremely

hot, as was evident from the journal of a small thermometer,

which was kept in the dining room above mentioned. I had no

barometer with me, but suppose the mercury must have been bigh,

as that and the three preceding days were remarkably fine and

clear. To the best of my recollection, it was high water at

Hastings about two o'clock, P. M. not a breath of wind was

stirring the whole of the day; but the small pennons at the mast-

heads of the filling-boats in the harbour were, in the morning, at

all points of the compass. I am. &c.

WILLIAM LATHAM.

P.S. I forgot to mention, that I was a few days afterwards at

Winchclsea, and at several pTacesr along the coast, where I wad

informed the above phenomenon had been equally visible. I

should also have observed, that when I was upon the eastern hill,

the cape of land called Dungeness. which extends nearly two
%
mi!es

into the sea, and is about sixteen miles distant from Hastings in a

right line, appeared as if quite close to it ; as did the fishing boats

and other vessels, which were sailing between the two places ;

they were likewise magnified to a great degree.

Mr. Nicholson, when inserting this in the 22d number of his

Philosophical Journal, adds on this interesting subject see Mr.

Jluddart's Observations on Horizontal Refractions, Philos. Jour-

nal, i. 145; Ellicot on the Phenomenon of Looming, i. 152;
the Fata Morgana, or Appearance of Figures in the Sea and Air

before lleggio described, i. 225 ; Mudgc, in the Philos. Transac-

tions, 1795, p. 58G, 587
;

Smeaton's Account of Eddystone

Light House, p. 191; Hntton's Dictionary, ii. 352. These

appearances are much more frequent, and general than has usually

been supposed: I have been credibly informed, that the pata

Morgana has been seen from Broadstairs in Kent; ami that the

elevation and inversion of terrestrial objects are commonly or

frequently observable (in summer I suppose) through a. telescope

over level ground, if the eye of the observer be not much elevated.

In the curious instance related above by 3Ir. Latham, it does not

seem probable that the French coast was enlarged, but that it was

only elevated by the refraction : at all events, the objects coul^ci

scarcely have suffered any alteration of the horizontal augle.3 QS

bearings,
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CORRECT RELATION OF SHIPWRECKS.

No. XXVII.

Again the dismal prospect opens round,
The wreck, the shore, the dying, and the drown'd.

FALCONER.

LOSS OF HIS MAJESTY'S SHIP ASTREA.

E following particulars, copied from a recent Barbadoe?

newspaper, are all which have yet reached. us, respecting the

loss of the above ship :

<{ The Astrea had sailed from Jamaica, about the beginning of

May, with the Prince Ernest packet, which she convoyed to a

certain latitude, and was proceeding to the Mona Passage, where

she was to have cruised ; but experiencing very hazy weather for

several dayS, they had not been able to take an observation, when,

on the 23d, they made land, and taking it for Porto Rico, stood

on until eight o'clock that night ; when, it becoming squall}', she

was about to tack, but at the instant took the ground, and in less

than half an hour after her keel broke, and the water rushed in o

precipitately, that in a few hours she was filled to the orlop deck.

Captain Hay wood, the very moment his vessel grounded, employed

every means, by lightening her and cutting her masts away, to get

her off, but without effect ; and notwithstanding his exertions

were promptly seconded by his officers and crew, the vessel

thumped so hard, that it soon became evideut how unavailing all

their efforts would be ; it was therefore the next object to pre-

serve the people, in which they were more fortunate, only four

jnen of the whole being lost two of hese by the unlucky burst-

ing of a gun fired as a signal of distress, and the other two in

endeavouring to reach the shore on a raft, from which they were

washed by the surf. It was not until day-light that the whole of

the people quitted the wreck, nor until after sun-rise that Captain

Haywood or his officers left her; and it was only then that, for

the first time, they ascertained their situation when the land

which they had mistaken for Porto Rico proved to be the island

of Anagada, on the reef of which the Astrea had struck. The
boats being fortunately savec! 7 by means of them, and some rafts

constructed from parts of the wreck, the lives of so many valuable

men have been preserved ;
the St. Kitt's sloop of war having hove

in sight on the following day, they were afforded every assistance
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and relief, and taken off the island. The St. Kitt's soon after fety

in with the Jason, Galatea, and Fawn, on board of which the

officers and crew of the Astrea were distributed ; the two latter

remaining off Anagada, where they are employed in saving the

stores, and whatever else may be possible, from the wreck."

1\AVAL LITERATURE.

*The Cruise; a poetical Sltetch, in Eight Cantos. By a Naval

Officer.

tConcluded from Vol. XIX. page 487.]

f
i|
^HE Cruise, although a long poem, is not of a nature to give

-**- many extracts from; but, as it occupies between four and

five hundred pages, it may not be altogether improper to furnish

our readers with a specimen of its versification. After describing

the toilet preparations of some young midshipmen, previously to a

visit to the boatswain and his wife, to take tea, drink grog, and

play at " zchisk," on board, the poet proceeds:

u
Suppose now, on their clothes,

With each a kerchief clean for nose,

Which, as a petticoat's in case,

Some with a drop of perfume grace.

As for the suet heads, they've plenty,

Mix'd in pomatum not too dainty !

Fearful that clothes of dust may savour,

They
" brush for brush," mid " d n all favour;"

Then proceed forward, with great caution,

To the fore-cockpit, right precaution ;

Or, it might hap, a little tar

Way our sweet udonising mar.

Arriv'd in form mistress is ready

To make lier court'sy (ship quite steady)*

Nicely laid out we find the cups,

From whence we soon take hearty sups.

Tea, on board ship, in ev'ry station,

Forms both a meal and recrcaticn :

A green cloth th' oaken table covers,

And a huge leaf while hot cake hovers

Aloft, as held by Master Jack,

Until on table stands the tack.

Mistress this famous cake- had made, 1

Therefore of course none could upbraid, >

As, had you cen us, you'd have said. J
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But first, I should have told you, PIPES,

The while his oozing mouth lie wipes,

(This from tobacco's tasty juice,

Which upon ocean has its use)

Sings out, \vhen first he sees us "
Hoy !

" I'm glad to eee each hearty boy ;

"' Give us a shake of all your fists:"

(O zooks ! what hard confouijded twists !)

Not much is said, at least at present

We are about what's far more pleasant.

But, mind ! in manners all agree,

Courteous througliout to the lady ;

Who is in truth both frank and free>

Making us stuff, and swallow tea.

This feast once feasted, things are ta'eu

Quickly away, and now amain

We try at whist ; the party six,

Two do at cribbage snugly 6x ; I

While- ai] the relish'd fiigram* mix.

O Hoyle ! couldst thou but see us playing,

In faith, I b'lieve, tliere'd be no staying.

For, as the nectar makes us mellow,

Fat BOB, that noisy, funny fellow,

Makes us so laugh, or rather bellow, J
That the fishes sure might hear us ;

Who in fact are rather near us.

At last Id Pipes (who loses) cries :

"
Why, smite my limbs and blow my eyes j

This isn't wisk, or what is 't?" "
Whist,

I say, my hearties, can't you phwisht ?"

" My dear," says Mistress Marlinspike,
"
Why it's the very thing we like."

tf O ho ! then sure you this won't mind;
The topsails shiver in the wind,

Our ship she is cast to the sea-ee ;
*j

But still my heart, my grar^achree, t

The devil made me marry thee."

This wit produc'd so loud a laugh,

And also such a general quaff,

And afterwards so loud a chorus,

. That laughing absolutely tore us !

Till, as the storm, which, at its height,

Needs must in turn, you know, grow light :

So we, when hurricane had past,

Succeeded to a calm at last.

* '*'

Fogram" is a cant tenn for liquor of any description.
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We talk of ships and seanmnship,

While our host takes a long-spun trip,

Over his wond'rous Stenes throuyfi h:'o,

Of tempest ! shipwreck ! mortal strife !

Or' mad freaks in outlandish places;

For, in a seaman's mind, this graces.

This curious term, a country where

Jack's not at home, far off liowe'tr,

Ti> Jack's outlandish ! as I ny,

Perhaps superfluously, say.

Now bread and cheese, and colu roast beef,

Give to our talking tacks rehet ;

Then comes the bowl of punch, and when
" Four bells" have struck, that is, when ten,

Tis fit we all (well pleas'd) turn in :

Xot much we lose, aor much we w:n."

<A ftcr the above, it may perhaps be scarcely thought necessary
io observe, that the poetry of the Cruhe is not a subject of criti-

cism. The author, indeed, has expressed his object to be of a

different description, from that of courting poetical fame; and, as

liis wishes may be in a great measure attained, without the aid of

elegant versification, AVC shall sutier his muse to run riot, regard,
less of her violating the laws of Parnassus.

The exploits of Ben Brace, and his death, the consequence of a

vround ^hich he received in boarding a frigate, aie reJated with

considerable skill and eticct. It may be remarked, generally, that

the author perfectly understands the incidents which he describes :

an air of loyalty, and of morality and religion, untinctured by
fanaticism, pervades the whole of the performance; and, to those

with whom fine writing is only a minor consideration, the infor-

mation which it conveys will be found abundantly to atone for its

defects. We have reserved two little ballads, which are inserted

in the Cruise, for the poetical department of the NAVAL
CHKOMCLE.

The following observations, respecting the sen ires which a

iork-bo(it might be made to render, in the business of boarding,

reconnoitring, rowing guard, sending despatches on shore, &c. are

all that we shall at present quote from the volume before us :

"
It should be a much cm the priuriple t;f a life-boat, as lightness (for

hoisting in and out) and despatch, to which may be added cheapness, will

admit of: to meet the above, fsvimai properties, perhaps a form between

ths whale boat and >,orvn>y yawi (sieai a;;d i!.eni exaaij uiike
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to hold three rowers, pulling each a pair of short oars (as the Yorkshire

cobles), and one in the stem and stem, to steer also with an oar, would be

found best to answer. An arrangement might easily be struck out for

stowing provisions, water, and compass. The equipments should be the

same as the life-boat, with the addition of cork waist belts for the crew. It

would even be worth while for many men of war to purchase such a boat by

subscription. Admirals, or commanders of squadrons, might however, a*

all events, be allowed them by government to advantage."

The heart's remote recesses to explore,

And touch its springs, when Prose avail'd no more.

ANNA'S TOMB.

" Amid the strife of swords her hero fell,

Silent and pale she sunk into the tomb."

OSSIAN.

WHO sleeps beneath that verdant turf,

With garlands neatly drest ?

There slumb'ring in her native earth,

Poor Anna lies at rest.

In yonder grove that skirts the vale,

Fast by the mountain's side,

Dwelt lovely Anna of the dale.

Her aged parents' pride.

Her form was fresh as is the dew,
That glitters on the thorn ;

To filial duty ever true,

Nor meanly was she born.

Edward, her love, a valiant youth,
As e'er for Britain fought ;

Whose heart (the seat of manly truth)

With ev'ry grace was fraught j

When Albion's conq'ring standard flew,

Her haughty foes to foil ;

Join'd far-fam'd NELSON'S daring crew,

The Hero of the Nile.
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'Twas at TRAFALGAR'S glorious fight,

"Where, cro \vifd with vict'ry's \vreathj

The star of Britain set in night,

And NELSON slept in death ;

Proudly
" the Victory" stemm'd the tide

The fleets comhin'd to quell ;

When, fighting by his loader's side,

The gallant Edward fell !

Alas! too soon the dismal tale

Met Anna's grief-struck heart;

In wild amaze, with terror pnle,

Her pow'rs of reason start :

The rose of health forsook her cheek,
In deep despair she sigh'd ;

Dejected, sorrowing, languid, weak,
She droop'd she pin'd she died!

And since on each revolving day,

That marks her early doom ;

Affection's tearful rites to pay,
The village maids with flow'rets gay,
Deck hapless Anna's tomb.

TRAFALGARIUs.

L ODE. By DIBDIX.

I.

IF
bold and brave thou can'st not bear

Thyself from all thou lev'st to tear,

If, while winds, war. or billows roll,

A spark of fear invade thy soul ;

If thou'rt appall'd when cannons roar,

I p ithee, messmate, stay ashore;

There like a lubl-.\ ,

"Whine and blubber,
Still for thy ease and safety busy,

Nor dare to come,
"Where honest Tom

And Ned, and Nick,

And Ben, and Phil,

And Jack, and Dick,
And Bob, and Bill,

All weathers sinj, and drink the swizzy.

Cfcron. CloI.XX. u
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IT.

If should'*! thou lose a limb in fight,

She who made up thy heart's delight,,

Poor recompense that thou are kind,
ShaU prove inconstant as the wind ;

If such hard fortune thou'st deplorej.

I prithee, messmate, stay ashore.

III.

If pris'ner in a foreign land,

No friend, no money at command,
That man, thou trusted hacist alone

All knowledge of thee, should'st disown

If this should vex thee to the core,

I prithee, messmate, stay ashore.

BALLAD.

*7|"ACK drinks and sings, and is always content,.
Q-U In his vows to his lass he'll ne'er fail her,

His anchor's a trip when his money's all spent,,

And this is the life of a sailor.

Alert in his duty, he readily flics

Where winds the tir'd vessel are flinging,

Though sunk to the sea gods, or toss'd to the skics?

StillJack is found working and singing;

Longside of an enemy, boldly and brave,

He'll with broadside on broadside regale her,

Yet he'll sigh to the soul o'er that enemy's grave,

So noble's the mind of a sailor.

Let cannons roar loud, burst their sides let the bombs,
Let the winds a dread hurricane rattle,

The rough and the pleasant he takes as it comes,
And laughs at the storm and the battle;

In a fostering Pow'r while Jack puts his trust,

As fortune comes, smiling he'll hail her,

Resign'd still and manly, siuce what must be must,

And this is the naiad of a sailor.
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Though careless and headlong, if danger should press,

And rank'd 'mongst the free list of rovers,
Yet he'll melt into tears at a taJc of distress,

prove the most constant of lovers.

To rancour unknown, to no passion a slare^

Nor unmanly, nor mean, nor a railer;

He's gentle as mercy, as fortitude brave,

And this is a true English Sailor.

V-;*"*"*

SONNET.
BY PIERO DE MEDICI, 1498.

Translated by Mr. Roscoe, in his Leo the Tenth.

WHEN all my sorrows past I call to mind,
And what I am with what I was compare ;

No more allow'd those dear delights to share ;

Alone to thee, my native spot, confined ;

Tears dim my eyes : yet though, with looks unkind,
Vindictive fortune still pursues me near,

Fi^m as I may her injuries I bear ;

In spirit ardent, but with heart resign'd.

Like some storm-beaten bark, that o'er the deep
Dismantled drives, the sport of every blast,

J speed my way, and houriy wait my doom.

Yet when I trace the many dangers past,

Hope still revives
; my destin'd course 1 keep,

And trust to fate i'or happier hours to come.

PROLOGUE TO THE CUTTER OF

Ity Copley.

AS,
when the midland sea is no where clear

From dreadful fleets of Tunis and Airier,

Which coast about, to all they meet with, foes,

And upon which nought can be got but blows;

The merchant-ships so much their passage doubt,

That, though full freighted, none dare venture out;
And trade decays, ami scnrcify ensues :

Just so the tim'rons wits of late refuse,
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Though laded, lo put forth upon the stage,

Affrighted by the critics of this age.

It is a party numerous, watchful, bold,

They can from nought which sails in sight withhold ;

Nor do their cheap, though mortal thunder spare,

They shoot, alas ! with wind-guns charg'd with air.

But yet, gentlemen critics of Algier,

For your own interest, I'd advise you here.
To let this little forlorn hope gq by
Safe and untouch'd. " That must not be," you'll cry.
If ye be wise, it must ; I'll tell you why :

There are seven, eight, nine stay there are behind

Ten plays at least, which wait but for a wind
And the glad news that we the enemy miss ;

And those are all your own, if you spare this.

S;.me are but new trirani'd up, others quite new ;

Some by known shipwrights built, and others too

By that great author made, whoe'er he be,

That styles himself " Person of Quality."
All these, if we miscarry here to day,
"Will rather, till they rot in th' harbour, stay ;

Nay, they will back again, though they were come
Even to their last safe road, the tyring-room.

Therefore, again I say, if you be wise,

Let this for once pass free
; let it suffice

That we, youF sovereign power here to avow,
Tims humbly }

ere we yass }
strike sail to you.

ADDKD AT COURT.

Stay, gentlemen, what I have said was all

But forc'd submission, which I now recall
;

YVre all but pirates now again, for here

Does the true sovereign of the seas appear ;

The sovereign of these narrow seas of wit ;

'Tis his own Thames, he knows and governs it,.

'Tis his dominion and domain, as he

Pleases, 'tis either shut to us, or free.

Not only, if his passport we obtain,

We fear no littie rovers 'of the main ;

But if our Neptune his calm visage show,
No wave shall dare to rise, or wind .to blow.
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THE SONG OF HARCLD THE VALIANT.

rom the Icelandic Language, by the Hon. Williaw

Herbert. (Miscellaneous Poetry, 2 Vols. 8z>o, 1S06J //

had previously been translated by Mason^ in an imperfect

manner.! and set to Music as a Glee.

MY bark around Sicilia sail'd ;

Then were we gallant, proud, and strong :

The winged ship by youths impell'd

Skimm'd, as we hop'd, the waves along.

My prowess, tried in martial field ;

JLikc fruit to maiden fair shall yield :

With golden ring in Russia's land,

To me the virgin plights her hand.

fierce was the fight on Troncjhiem's heath ;

I saw her sons to battle move ;

Though few, upon that field of death

Long, long our dcsp'rate warriors strove.

Young from my king in battle slain

J parted on that bloody plain :

With golden ring in Russia's land

To me the virgin plights her hand.

With vig'rons arms the pump we plied

Sixteen, no more, my dauntless crew,

And high and furious wak'd the tide
;

O'er the deep bark its billows flew :

^ly prowess, tried in hour of net-.d,

Alike with maiden fair shall speed:
With golden ring in Russia's land

To me the virgin plights her hand.

JSight feats I ken ; the sportive game,
The war array, the sabrile art

;

With fearless breast the waves I stem ;

1 press the steed
;

I cast the dart;

O'er ice on slipp'ry skates I glide ;

J)ly dextrous oar defies the tide.

U'ith golden ring in Russia's land

To me the virgin plights her hand.
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Let blooming maids and widows say,

'Mid proud Bizantium's southern walls,

What deeds we wrought at dawn of day,
What falchions sounded thro' their halls,

blood distainM each weighty spear !

Those feats are famous far and near !

With golden ring in Russia's land

To me the virgin plights her hand.

Where snoj.v-clacl uplands rear their head,

My breath 1 drew 'raid bow-men strong;
But now my bark, the peasant's dread,

Kisses the sea its recks among.
'Midst barren isles, where ocean foam'4,

p ar from the tread of man 1 roam'd.

With golden ring in Russia's land

To me the virgin plights her hand.

HISTORY OF THE PRESENT YEAR,

(June July. )

RETROSPECTIVE AND MISCELLANEOUS.

HE state of public affairs presents a very cheering prospecj at the

clpseof this session of Parliament, when compared with the gloomy

aspect of Europe at its commencement : and vre trust that all men will

discern the secret powers of God's providence operating the most asto-

nishing and salutary effects, from causes that were apparently hopeless,

and the least likely to produce such a change. After the military powers
of Austria and Germany, of Prussia and of Russia, had fallen or yielded

to the tyrant of the continent, the Spanish nation, which for years had

been apparently lost in an indolent supineness, and had suffered an igno-

ble favourite to direct their councils, suddenly assumes the most dignified

and commanding character, and thus declares, in the beginning of the ad-

dress of the council general of the government of the kingdom ofGallicia,

the patriotism and reviving heroism of a great people, who are naturally

the friends and supporters of the English :

<* BRAVE
" The abdication of his kingdom by our sovereign, Ferdinand VII.

officially communicated to us, is the most striking proof of the violence

lie suffers. lie thereby manifests to us his want of liberty and power,
and the grief he feels -on being compelled, .by despotism and tyranny, to
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separate himself from his subjects . he implicitly demands otir assistance.

It is intended to substitute in his place a haughty and perfidious conqueror,

who meditates the shedding ot your blood, in order to satiate his san-

guinary appetite and boundless ambition, as he has already profusely

poured forth the blood of the noble, brave, and loyal French nation.

He means to drag, by force, the most illustrious Spanish youths to foJ-

low those whom the unsuspecting confidence of our monarch has already

sent, without any other object than to aggrandize a man for whom the

world does not appear to be sufficiently extensive, and who gluts on

human blood."

General Palafox, the general of Saragossa, has also declared, from the

council general of Arragon,

"
That, in case any violence should be attempted against the precious

lives of the royal family, in order that Spain may not. be without a king,
the nation will make use of their elective right in favour of the Arch-

duke Charles, as nephew of Charles III. in casx; that the Prince of

Sicily, or the Infant Don Pedro, and the other heirs should not be abUs

to concur."

The Spaniards have thus cast their eyes upon the Archduke Charles,

if the bloody policy of their invader should leave him the first ontiic list

of their legal sovereigns: and in his person (we speak of possibilities

only) may that family union of the Austrian and Spanish monarchies

take place, the apprehension of which would have made, and did make,
Francis I. and Lou is XIV. two of the bravest French sovereigns, trembleoa

their thrones. But the people and urmics of France have no occasion to

foresee the remote contingency of such an evil, however great ; let them
but look to the immediate consequences of the action on which they are

employed : they are led to shed their own biood, and to trample upon the

bodies of abrave, a friendly , an Dnuffeading people ; and for what cau>e ?

To satiate the ambition, to aggrandise the greatness, and to gratify tiie

malevolence of Joseph and Napoleon Buonaparte, two adventurers of

foreign blood, sprung fVom an obscure island in the Mediterranean,

an appanage of Geuoa, which France has subjugated and annexed

to her dominions.

As every information connected with the brave people who are NOW so

gloriously fighting against the common enemy of mankind. cannot but be

interesting to the empire at large, we lay rr>fore our readers a statement

of the Spanish navy, as it slood before the unfortunate and unnatural

alliance of Spain with France ; and notwithstanding the- reduction which

has since taken place in the marine of our patriot a!lv, a respectable
naval force still remains in her power, which, in conjunction. with that of

iireat Britain, is more than sufficient to cope with the united forces of

our enemies, wherever they are to be found.

The Spanish navy, at the- end of the year 1795, consisted of 76 sail of
the line, 23 of which have been taken or destroyed ; 51 frigates, SO of

which have been takca or destroyed ; 10 corvettes, 9 zebccks, 10 hulks,
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43 brigs, 7 balandras, 16 galleys, 22 bombs, 57 gun-boats, 17 howitzer*,

5 tartans, 12 armed boats, and 5 packets; consequently they have at

present 53 sail of the Hue and 31 frigates, independent of what may have

been built since.

It is said, that the general of the Spanish lines, on marching with his

troops to Cadiz, sent word to Sir Hew Dairy mple, who commands at

Gibraltar, that he left the lines " to British honour."

A circumstance contained in General Spencer's despatches is of great

importance. It st'tes, that the existing situation of Spain, namely, the

occupation of the capital by a foreign .force, had actually been provided
for by the original constitution of the realm; and in that case, dis-

obedience to the supreme council of Madrid u'as enjoined by the laws ;

from which the supremacy was to be transferred to the council of

Seville, which council ivas therefore now legally and constitutionally

tecome the chief organ of government, and is acknowledged as such by
the subordinate councils of the other provinces.

It was this admirable proviso iu the Spanish constitution which occa-

sioned the different provinces to rise so instantaneously, without any

communication or concert with each other.

The French squadron in Cadiz harboiiivthe capture of which \ve

anticipated at page 502 of our 19th volume, surrendered to the Spa-
niards on the 14th of June.

la addition to the official advices from Lord Collingwood, announcing
'this event, which will be found in their proper piuce ( Letters on Ser-

rice), we subjoin the following particulars, extracted from the Seville

Gazette :

"
Royal Isle of Leon, June 70.

" At a quarter past three in the evening of the 9th instant* the bat-

teries on the Channel del Trocadcro opened upon the French squadron,

consisting ofSve ships of the line and one frigate. Those ofthe arsena',

of the Caracca, of the store-houses and magazines situated at the point
of the Cantero, followed immediately; and were supported by the

flotilla stationed in the said arsenal, and by that on the Cadiz station,

which anchored opposite Fortuis, v. hi!e Use French ships themseUes by
in the canal of the arsenal, in such a position, (hat they were out of

reach of the cannon of throstles, as well as of our own squadron. The
French ship of the line Algeziras, finding herself greatly annoyed by the

mortar-battery of the Cantero, directed the whole of her ;irc against it,

and succeeded in dismounting its ordnance, but without killing any of

the men. The gun-boat No. 17, commanded by Ensign (of frigate)

Valile.;, and Escalera's mistico were sunk, but ny lives lost, ;:., diirin"

the whole of the engagement, we had but three or four killed, and as

manj wounded. With respect to tlio enemy, we are unacquainted with

the extent of their loss. Their t':ips have suffered in their hulls,

but not in their masts, the Alge/iras alone having lost her fore-top-mast
and cross-jack-yard. A few shot from the enemy's frigate fcii into the

arsenal, oiie of which killed-one of the slaves. Three reached the stores,
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but did no harm } 136, the magazines which were empty; and ethers,
various other places. One of the enemy's gun-boats blew up, and three

boats were lowered from the stern of one of their line of battle ships, but

whether with people in them is not known. The firing on both sides

ceased at eight o'clock; and, during the remainder of the night, our
batteries continued to throw a few shells, and the Freneh did the same,
so that it did not appear to be an action, but rather minute-guns hrcd

upon the death of a general officer, until nine this morning, when the

engagement was renewed with greater activity on both sides, to three

o'clock in the afternoon, at which time the Hero, Rossilly's flag-ship,
hoisted a Spanish flag on the fore. Upon this, the Prince, one of our

ships of the line, hoisted a flag of truce, fired one gun, and sent off her

barge. She was an hour and. a quarter upon this mission ; and, on her

return to the Prince, she was observed going to Cadiz. Our general was

afterwards summoned to that city, and is not yet come back (half past

nine), so that the result is not known. The tiring, of course, had dis-

continued ever since the said hour of three. This evening they are

erecting a battery of eight 24-pounders, close to the bridge of the new

town, which, in case matters should not be adjusted, will be ready to-

morrow morning, and, from its advantageous situation, may annoy the

enemy very much. The Argonauta (a ship of the line, formerly be-

longing to the French, who exchanged her for one of ours) also went
out of the Caracca this evening, for the purpose of taking up a favour-

able position to fire upon them, together with a large merchantman,
within haif cannon shot. The latter is a little bik>>v Puniaies, and

provided with artillery ; and it is said that there are, in both, furnaces

for heating red-hot b<*1ls. The French kept up a very heavy fire during
the afternoon, particularly the head ship and the frigates.

"
Cadiz, June 14.

" Last night it was notified to the French squadron, that a new bat-

tery of thirty 56 pounders and eight 24 -pounders, was ready to open

upon it, within half cannon shot, in case it should not surrender.

Tliis morning, at seven, no answer having been returned, the signal for

genera] action was made on board the Prince ; upon which the French

surrendered at eight. The officers wanted to fight to the last, bat the

crews revolted against them, and*compel!ed them to strike. The general

of our squadron immediately repaired, in his barge, on board the French

admiral's ship, and returned to his own with the French general. The

many vessels which were in readiness, either to give assistance in case of

shfpwreck, or to remove the crews, in case they surrendered, went

alor.p'ide the ships of the line, and, in the course of the day, the latter

were manned hv our sailors, all the French having been previously
remove;). The seamen have been conducted to the four towers in lha

Caracca, the marines to Puntalc's, and the officers on board n shin in the

bay, which has been lilted out for that purpose, and is called Ponton."

From the some source as the dbpVe, is given the following letler of

Admiral Rosilly, to the Spanish admiral, pnniouslv to his surrender :

ic!. XX. i
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On board the Hero, in the Ray of Cadiz,
" CAPTAIN GENERAL, 14t/t June, 1808.

" I find myself compelled, in consequence of the means exercised

against me, to give up the fleet under my command, without further

resistance ; seeing that it is the interest of both nations not to destroy

the ships.
"

Although your excellency has not announced to me that the crews

of the ships under my command, as well as their property, should be

respected, I should reckon too much on Spanish honour, and the known

generosity of your own character, to entertain any fears on those subjects.
"

I request that your excellency will only send a few troops at first,

that the crews may evacuate ship after ship, in order to avoid the con-

fusion which has on such occasions taken place.
"

According to the law of war, I request that you will permit,

or procure permission for me to send an officer to his majesty the

. Emperor of the French, in order that I may be enabled to give him an

account of the events which have taken place.
*'

I have the honour to be, with the highest consideration,
" Your excellency's most humble servant,

(Signed)
" BOSILLY."

French ships taken at Cadiz.

Ships. Guns. Ships. Guns*

Neptune 84 1 Argonaut 7-i

Fluton 74
I Algesiras 74

Hero 74
j
And a frigate.

We are informed that Sir Hew Dalrymple, the deputy governor of Gib-

raltar, when the first application was made to him by the patriots of Spain,

instantly supplied them with 10,000 muskets, 3000 barrels of gunpowder,
a variety of entrenching tools, and 100,000 dollars in money, without wait-

ing for the orders of governuient.

Every Englishman must experience the sincerest pleasure, on ascertain-

ing the formidable check which the career of Buonuparte has sustained, by
the patriotic exertions of the Spaniards; and he must feel additional grati-

fication in the knowledge, that the government of his own country, acting

upon the noblest principles of generosity, has resolved to aftWd every facility

in its power to those brave men who are endeavouring to free themselves

from the yoke of their cruel and sanguinary oppressor. Lord Castlereagh,

on the day of the prorogation of parliament, gave a solemn assurance to

this elVect; and, on the very srnue day, the following Order of Council,

distinguished fur its disinterested liberality, was issued:

. At ike Court at iht Queens Pularf, the \th of July, present, thc^King's
moxt excellent Mujes'y i/i d>uucil.

<( His majesty bavin;: taken into hi-; consideration the glorious exertions

lic Spanish nation, furtue-c!;' A . ftl.ur country uxiiu the tyranwy
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and usurpation of France, nnd the assurances which his majesty has received

from several of the provinces of Spain, of their friendly disposition towards

this kingdom; his majesty is pleased, by and with the advice of his Privy

Council, to order, and it is hereby ordered;
"

First, That all hosiilitics against Spain on the part of his majesty, shall

immediately cease.
"

Secondly, That the blockade of all the ports of Spain, except such a?

may he still in the possession, or under controul of France, shall be forth-

with raised.

"
Thirdly, That all ships and vessels belonging to Spain shall have free-

admission into the ports of his majesty's dominions, as before the present

hostilities.

"
Fourthly, That all ships and vessels belonging to Spain, which shall be

met at sea by his majesty's ships and cruisers, shall he treated in the same
manner as the shins of states in amity with his majesty, and shall be suffered

to carry on any trade now considered by his majesty to be lawfully curried

on by neutral ships.
"

Fifthly, That all vessels and goods belonging to persons residing in

the Spanish colonies, which shall be detained by any of his maje-:\'-

cruisers after the date hereof, shall be brought into port, and shall bo

carefully preserved in safe custody, to await his majesty's further pleasure,

until it shall be known whether the said colonies, or any* of them, in v\hicii

the owners of such ships and goods reside, shall have made Qommon cause

with Spain against the power of France.

" And the right hon. the lords commissioners of his majesty's trea-

sury, his majesty's principal secretaries of state, the lords commissioners

of the Admiralty, the judge of the high court of Admiralty, and the

judges of the courts of Vice-admiralty, are to take such measures herein

as to them may respectively appertain.
" STEPHEN COTTRELL."

Several thousands of Spanish prisoners Live been liberated by the British

government, furnished with money and clothes, and sent off to join their

fellow-countrymen, in opposition to the invading armies of Buonaparte.
Sir Arthur Welleslcrhas sailed from Cork, with an expedition, the ex-

press object of which, is to assist the Portuguese.

Another very powerful expedition, intended to act in conjunction with

that of Sir Arthur, is also on the eve of sailing.

Great quantities of arms, ammunition, and money, have, likewise been
sent to Spain from this country.

Whole armies have been swept away by the invincible valour of the'

Spaniards, whose patriotic spirit has extended to their neighbours, the Por-

tuguese. Oporto lias been twice taken from the French; and, v!je the.

last accounts came away, the Portuguese Hag was flying in every town and
lortress throughout the kingdom, witli the exception of Lisbon. General

Junot had posted himself in the citadel; but, as all his
supplies weve *;u^,
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off, it was expected that he must soon surrender. The surrender of the'

Russian fleet, in the Tagus, to the British flag, was also daily expected.

Buonaparte, according to the latest continental intelligence, continued

atBayonne. Joseph Buonaparte, the French, alias the Corsican king ofSpain,

had entered his new territories
} but, from the cool reception which he every

where experienced, it was thought that he would not proceed far into the

interior.

The English expedition to the Baltic has returned, without having either

accomplished or attempted any thing. Various reasons have been asVigned

for this inactivity; hut the real cause, we believe, remains a secret to the

public. The troops, transports, &c, are to form part of the grand equip-

ment in aid of Spain.
A belief is very prevalent, that peace is on the eve of talcing place between:

Russia and Sweden.

LAUNCH OF THE CALEDONIA.

The Caledonia man of war was launched at Plymouth, on the 25th of

June, between five and six o'clock in the evening, She is the largest, and

is generally considered to be the finest ship ever built. Her plan was

designed by Sir William Rule, one of the surveyors of the navy; and she

was laid down in the year 17 go. Her dimensions are as follows:

ft. in.

i Length on the gun deck 205

Extreme breadth 53 Q

Depth in the hold .., T -23 1
Burthen (more than) 2605 tons.

On the lower, or gun deck, she has 17 ports on each side, middle deck

18, upper deck 17, quarter deck 8, and forecastle 2. She will mount 12O

guns, from 13 to 32 pounders, besides carronades. Her stern is elegantly

neat and light, without that profusion of carved work which formerly

decorated ships of her class, having only the unicorn supporting the arms

of Scotland. Her head is a bust of a female figure, emblematic of her

name, with the plaid bonnet, and thistle" of the Saxon-green" and bag-

pipes, the favourite musical instrument of Caledonia, on each side, carved

by Mr. Dickerson, in a manner that does great credit to his taste and

judgment. Her mainmast is 119 feet in length, and 39 inches in diameter j

the weight of her anchors is ninety-three hundred and two quarters.

ADJUDICATION OF PRIZE CAUSES, IN THE ADMIRALTY
COURT.

DOCTORS* COMMONS, TUESDAY, MAT 31.

_
This day the Right Hon. Sir W. Scott proceeded to the adjudication of

the following cases :

COLUMBUS, Wilckens, master. This vessel sailed under Swedish colours,

and the question was that of salvage. She was lying at anchor at the
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Creat Nore, but in consequence of a heavy gale, pnrtcd her anchor, and

struck on the China Hocks, from which the salvors brought her into har-

bour, for which the owners offered 251. to each man, which \vas refused.

The court thought this reward ample, and accordingly pronounced for the

same, but gave no costs on account of the delay in the salvors.

Li:r.i'WKiCK, Ran, master. This was also'a question of salvage. The
vessel was sinking (without any person on board), on the coast of Harwich,
when the wreck was brought on shore near that port. The Court pro-
nounccd for 7501. as a remuneration to the salvors.

EXPERIMENT, Beckeuer, master. This American vessel, laden with

hides, bound from Lisbon to Bourdeaux, was captured by the Lively, and

brought to Plymouth.
'

Ship condemned, the owner being resident iu

France, and the cargo was pronounced to be Portuguese property.

\VALMSI.EY, Van Muoen, master. This Prussian vessel was laden with

tobacco and cotton. The question was with respect to the property of the

cargo, the vessel having been already condemned. The cargo being proved
to be American property, the court restored the same.

Thursday, June 2.

ELIZA ANN, Cox, master This American vessel, bound from America
to Amsterdam, was captured in November last, by the Steady, and brought
to Portsmouth. After some negociation had passed between the captors
and claimants' agents, the captors consented to restitution, bat in removing
the ship from the Motherbank (where she had performed quarantine), to

Sheerness, she was lost in consequence of a hurricane, and the question

was, whether the captors were to be answerable for this misfortune. The
Court was of opinion, that the misfortune did not arise from any miscon-

duct of the captors, and therefore dismissed the parties.

Tuesday, June 14.

Sir William Scott directed the whole of the Portuguese property which

!md been seized and brought into British ports, to be transferred to the

Portuguese ambassador, under whose order and direction it is to be dis-

tributed to the various claimants.

LOGAN, Kleyrick, master. This American vessel, laden with cotton,

coffee, tobacco, &c, was captured on a voyage to Amsterdam, by the Zeno-

bia sloop of war, and brought to Yarmouth. It appeared that she had

been warned on her outward voyage, by one of his majesty's cruisers, not

to proceed to Amsterdam, that port being in a state of blockade; in con-

sequence of which she made for a British port, and obtained a license to

proceed ou her original destination. It further appeared that the capture
took place after the license had expired, from unavoidable delay. The

court restored the ship und cargo, but allowed the captors the cxpences of
this daij^s hearing.

UOEBUCK, Bolan, master. This was also an American vessel, laden

with suit, taken on board at Marennes, and on an asserted voyage to a

British port, was captured by the privateer Crescent, and brought to

Guernsey, Ship and cargo condemned us a fraudulent transaction.
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Thursday, June 30.

MARGARET, VictarSj master. This was a question of right of salvage

on the part of the convoying ship, against a ship which was alleged to

have been captured by the enemy whilst under convoy. It appeared that

the ship, with several others, bound to Oporto and Lisbon, were under

convoy of his majesty's ship Jamaica, and that the Margaret, having got

at a great distance from trie convoy, was captured by a Spanish privateer,

and afterwards re-captured by the boat of tlic Jamaica, which was sent

out for that purpose." On the part of the owners it was contended, that

the right of salvage could not arise until the duty of the convoying ship

iras at an end. The court was clearly of opinion, that the master and

crew were entirely subdued, and that if. the wind had been in favour of

the privateer, she would have got out of reach of the^oat, and accordingly

pronounced saicage to be due.

NEPTUXITS, Packman, master. This was a question of salvage. The

court pronounced 8001. to be due to the salvors, being onc-tliird of the,

value of the property.

Friday,-July 8.

The GOOD AoRrEsiFNT, Uoarens, master. This vessel, laden with coals,

l>ound from North Shields, to toiidon, was captured on the I3th of

February last, by a French lugger privateer, who took all her crew out,

and what articles they pleased, and (after cutting her cables^ abandoned

her. This was a claim of salvage set up by the crew of the gun-brig

Charger, and by persons belonging to the Galloper light-house, for bringing

lier into harbour. The court was of opinion that it was a recapture by the

gun-brig, because the Frenchmen would not have abandoned her, had it

not approached, and accordingly pronounced l-8th salvage to be due io

the crew thereof, and 501. as a remuneration to the persons belonging to

the light-house.

JONGE HEXRTCK. -This vessel was under Papenburgh colours, laden

with a cargo of wine, on a voyage from Bourdeaux to Tonningen. The

question in this case was. whether the cargo should be condemned to the

captors or to the crown. The further proirf being produced and read, the.

same teas condemned to ihe crown.

JEFFERSON. This was an American vessel, laden wirli a cargo of various

articles, and bound therewith from Philadelphia to Amsterdam; and the

questions before the court were those of costs and^ damages on one ^ide,

and captrs' expenses on the other. The court in this case rejected the

demandfor costs and damages, and allowed the. captors their law expenses.

OTUELXO. This American ship, with a cargo of various articles, was

bound on a voyage from New York to Nantz. Ship and 30 hogsheads of

sugar condemned,, on the ground of violating the blockade.

The king's proctor's bill of charges for proceedings in the high court

of Admiralty, in the respective causes of Dutch ships and cargoes con-

demned to the crown, from November 1803, to November 1804, as

out of the proceeds, amounts to 13,0191, Is. od-
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31ntperial parliament.

HOUSE OF LORDS.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 23.

~TT ORD Suffolk inquired of Lord Ilawkesbury, whether any accouut
H-A would be given by ministers respecting the application of the droi.ts

of the Admiralty. ,

Lord Ilawkesbury replied, that the droits of the Admiralty belonged to

tlie king, and of course that his majesty might dispose of them iu aaj
manner he pleased.

FRIDAY, MAY 27.

Lord Gremille, after a speech of great/length, moved, that the House

should resolve itse.lf into a. committee, to take into consideration the peti-

tion of the Roman Catholics of Ireland.

This motion, at the conclusion of a long debate, was negatived, on a

division, by 161 against 74; being a majority of 87 against the Catholics.

MONDAY, MAY 30.

Lord Auckland, adverting to the operation of the orders of council,

moved, that there be laid before the House a return of the exports and

imports during the last quarter, ending the 5th inst. and a return of the

exports and imports in the corresponding quarter of the last year, with'a

view of demonstrating by comparison the evil consequences of this

measure.

This motion was agreed to, after Lord Batfturst had observed, that if it

should ever appear that there was a decrease in this year, it would br

unfair to impute it to the orders in council, for it should be recollected,

that when they were first carried into execution, we were not at war with

Denmark, nor with Russia, nor with Portugal; of con.'-e, the losses sus-

tained by our subsequent hostility with those countries ought not to Le

ascribed to the operation of this measure.

FRIDAY, JUNE 17.

The Earl of Suffolk called the attention of their lordships to the Danish

vessels and cargoes detained and sold previous to the commencement of

hostilities. lie was induced to make a motion on the subject, because those

captures were connected with the droits of Admiralty, and it was generally

lu-Keved on the continent that compensation must be hereafter made to

Denmark for the vessels s.> captured. The noble lord therefore n.

for returns of the sales and produce of Danish
tlnjis, captured previous to

the late declaration of war.

Lord HuiihtAninj intimated that it was impossible to comply with the

motion, as manv of t Jiudtd to were nut soiJ, ui.ii consequently

DV returns had been v.

r

l he Karl uf
'

Xuiic.i; at . entcd to withdraw his motion, and

pledged himself to bring it forward again car'iy in the next session.

THURSDAY, JUVF. 2.1.

T}:e PlJvtV Regulation bill was. read a third time aud passed.
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MONDAY, JULY 4.

The public business having been closed, the following speech was de-

livered, in his majesty's name, by the lord chancellor :

" My Lordt and Gentlemen,
" We have it in command from his majesty to express to you the great

satisfaction which he derives from being enabled, by putting an end to the

'present session of Parliament, to terminate the laborious attendance which

the public business has required of you.
" The measure which you have adopted for the improvement of the

military force of the country, promises to lay the foundation of a system of

internal defence eminently useful, and peculiarly adapted to the exigencies
of these times.
" The sanction which you have given to those measures of defensive

retaliation^ to which the violent attacks of the enemy, upon the commerce
and resources of this kingdom, compelled his majesty to resort, has been

highly satisfactory to hfs majesty.
" His majesty doubts not that, in the result, the enemy will be convinced

of the impolicy of persevering in a system which retorts upon himself, in so

much greater proportion, those evils which he endeavours to inflict upen
this country.

" Gentlemen of the House of Commons,
fc We are commanded by his majesty to return his most hearty acknow-

ledgments for the cheerfulness and liberality with which the necessary sup-

plies for the/current year-have been provided.
" His Majesty directs us to assure you that he participates in the satis-

faction with which you must have contemplated the flourishing situation of

the revenue and credit of the country, notwithstanding the continued

pressure of the war; and he congratulates you upon having been enabled

to provide for the exigencies of the public service, with so small an addition

to the public burthens.
" His majesty commands us to thank you for having enabled him to

make good his engagements with his allies ; and to express to you the par.

ticular gratification which he has derived from the manner in-which you
have provided for the establishment of his sister, her royal highness the.

Duchess of Brunswickl

" My Lords and Gentlemen,
" His majesty has great satisfaction in informing you, that, notwithstand-

ing the formidable confederacy united against his ally the King of Sweden,

that sovereign perbeveres, with uuabated vigour and constancy, to maintain

the honour and independence of his crown, and that no effort has been

wanting on the part of his majesty to support him in the arduous contest in

which lie is engaged.

The recent transactions in Spain and Italy have exhibited new and

striking proofs of the unbounded and unprincipled ambition which actuates

the common enemy of every established government and independent nation

in tl>Q world.

" His majesty views with the
liveliest

interest the loyal and determined

spirit
manifested by the Spanish nation, in resisting the violence and per-

their dearest rights hav been assailed.
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" Thus nobly struggling against the tyranny and usurpation of France,

the Spanish nation can no longer be considered as the enemy of Great

Britain
; but is recognized by his majesty as a natural friend and ally.

" We are commanded to inform you, that communications have been

made to his majesty from several of the provinces of Spain, soliciting the

aid of his majesty. The answer of his majesty to these communications

has been received in Spain with every demonstration of those sentiments of

confidence and affection which are congenial to the feelings and true

interests of both nations ; and his majesty commands us to assure you, that

he will continue to make every exertion in his power for the support of the

Spanish cause; guided in the choice and in the direction of his exertions

by the wishes of those in whose behalf they arc employed.
" In contributing to the success of this just and glorious cause, his

majesty has no other object than that of preserving unimpaired rhe inte-

grity and independence of the Spanish monarchy. But he trusts that the

same efforts which are directed to that great object mav, under the blessing
of Divine Providence, lead in their effect, and by their example, to the

restoration of the liberties and peace of Europe."

A commission was then read for proroguing the Parliament to Saturday
the 20th of August.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

MONDAY, MAY 23.

In a committee on the Pilot's Regulation Bill, Mr. Rose, in explftnuw

it, stated the necessity of adopting some measure to remr.-dv the ills and re-

move the complaints that at present so much prevail for want of an adequate
number of pilots. The number of pilots established by the act that passed
in the year 1720, was 120. Since that period, the number of British ships

cuiiing to London has increased three- fold, and foreign shi;is ten-fold.

During the last year, there were no less than '<JO vessels lost in tke Downs
and neighbourhood, and several lives lost, for want of pilotsv

WF.DNFSDAY, MAY 25.

Mr. G rattan moved, that the petition of the Irish Catholics be referred

to a committee of the whole Mouse.

Thi.i motion, after u long debate, was negatived, on a division, by 281

against l'^8 ; giving a majority of 153 against the Catholics.

TUESDAY, MAY SI.

Mr. Lusftinglon brought forward his long-promised motion respecting
c ir

Home Popham, and the ship 1'Etrusco. lie observed, that the legislature

had years ago, prohibited any trade between Ostt-nd and the Ea*t L

Sir Home Poplnun had, however, gone to Ostcnd. in the year 1787, having

previously applied to the East India Company for leave to go to Iu.'li-i i'-;r

two years. That was refused, but at length he prevailed, on an assurance

that he would reside during that time at a Danish settlement, c

iVedericksuagore, relinquishing his half- pay as a lieute.'iaut in the ua\ y.

ajron* &ol. XX. K
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He got to India in a foreign vessel, mid it appeared, that in the year 1789",

he was trading illegally, and that by that traffic he had reali/ed a consider-

ah!e sum. He \vasconnected with a house at Ostend,of the most notorious

description for illegal trade, and he soon after returned to Europe. The

captain meditated a second voyage, hut it did not appear he got fresh

leave from the Admiralty. In his second expedition, therefore, he made

the voyage under Tu can colours, for which a sum of 621. 10s. had been

paid. He made the voyage out anil home, and was not aware that in so

doing he was violating the laws of his country. After this, in the Etrusco,

he came to the Cove of Cork, where he pretended he was taken under

convoy by the Diadem; but that was not the case. A lieutenant on board

that ship was ready to prove that there was a prize-master on board the

Etrusco at the time, and he could prove that fact & the bar, if necessary.

He then proceeded to accuse Sir Home with having, on a variety of occa-

sions, resorted to falv papers for purposes of deception ; and concluded,

by moving a resolution," That Sir Home Popham, in these illegal tran-

sactions, had acted contrary to his duty, as a British subject, and to his

honour, as a man, and as an officer ; that the grant which he had received

was a misapplication of the public money, and would operate as a dis-

coniagcmeat, in future, to the British navy."

Sir Home Popham complained of the different persecutions which had

been fomented and kept alive against him for years; since this question

"had been agitated the editors of some newspapers had been uncommonly
virulent. He then read a paragraph from one, which accused him of

carrying arms and ammunition to Tippoo Saib; having denied this asser-

tion, he said it was impossible for an Englishman to act so disloyally ;
if

he had acted in the manner imputed to him, he ought to be tied to a stake

in Palace-yard. There was another circumstance which he had to com-

plain of, namely, a gentleman opposite (Mr. Caicraft), had on a former

evening asserted that his appointment, as captain of the fleet in the expe-
dition to Copenhagen, was an outrage on the feelings of the officers of the

navy, and had given general disgust. To pr6ve the contrary, he read two

letters, one from the commander in chief, Admiral Gambier
; the other

from Sir Thomas Graves, highly approving of his conduct and appoint-

ment, which was a sufficient proof that no prejudice existed against him.

He then denied in 1

positive terms, that he had gene to India clandestinely,

or fled from justice in this country. His conduct.in that had been approved
of by the governor-general, Lord Cornwallis;. and certainly he was not

aware that he had in nay instance violated the laws of his country; and,
in proof of what he asserted, lie read a letter from his lordship to the

Court of Directors, detailing the various services he had rendered in that

qunrter of the globe.. It is true that when he went to India he was not

in his majesty's service, but went more in a private character.' He denied

liis having been goilly of smuggling, either ii\ Ireland or at Dungeness;

by the capture of the Etrusco he had suffered a pecuniary loss of -35,0001.

which he thought a severe punishment, without having his feelings again
racked by the agitation of the questi-'ii.
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At the conclusion of his speech, Sir Home Popftam, ns is usual on such

occasions, withdrew.

Sir John Nicholl observed, that he felt anxious to ascertain, whether

it was intended, by the present motion, to pass a censure on Sir Hume

Popham, or upon the administration by which the grant was made? If

at was upon the individual, it surely was for the House to recollect that

tfcis act of offence had been committed years ago, that before and since

that period, that gallant captain had performed great advantages and

signal acts of service to his country; but if it was meant to make such a

grant a censurable act, in consequence of any misapplication of the public

money on the part of government, the House should understand that the

fund out of which it was paid was solely the property of the crown.

The Chancellor of the Exchequer defended the grant, and the general

conduct of Sir Home Pophajn, and argued that the present motion solely

originated from party views.

After a long debate, the motion was negatived, by 12C against 57.

MONDAY, JUNE 13.

In a committee of supply, the sum of 10,0001. was voted for the im-

provement of the harbour of Holyhead.

TUESDAY, JUNE 14.

Sir Charles Pole, after a speech of some length, wherein he stated the

necessity that existed for their being three proctors, in addition to the

king's proctor, in all cases tried before the Court of Admiralty, moved a

resolution that such was the opinion of the House; and stated, that should

that resolution be adopted, he should follow it up with an address to his

majesty, beseeching him to order the resolution to be carried int.* effect.

The advocate general remarked, that it was singular Sir C. should select.

the present moment of all others, for bringing forward this subject. He
had had repeated opportunities of doing so in the three or four late ad-

ministrations, and especially in that where Lord St. Vincent had been at

the head of the Admiralty. It was an inexpedient measure, so far as it

related to the navy. The institution of king's proctor had existed since

the fire of London, IGfiC, and sudi appointment belonged to the crown.

After a long conversation, the House divided on Sir C.'s motion

Ayes, 16. Noes, 35.

The advocate general obtained leave to bring in a bill to authorise the

payment of certain proportions of prize money to foreign ships and troops

co-operating wkh those of his majesty.

FRIDAY, JUNE 17.

In a committee of supply, a grant of 25,0001. was made, towards the

xj)ences of the Naval Asylum.

MONDAY, JfNE 70.

A bill for the encouragement of tht herring 'fishery was read a third tirafc

ami passed.
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TUESDAY, JUNE 21.

Sir W. Scott obtained leave to bring in a bill for extending the provisions

of an act of the 45th of the king, holding out an encouragement to seamen

to enter into the navy.

THURSDAY, JUNE 23.

Mr. Rose undertook to bring in a bill next sessions, for the purpose of

preventing navy agents from advancing money on account of prizes.

SATURDAY, JUNE 25.

A bill was brought in, to enable his majesty to establish a police at Ply-
mouth Dock.

MONDAY, JULY 4.

This being the last day of the session, Mr. Whitbread put some questions

to ministers, as to the intentions of his majesty's government, relating to

Spain ;
in answer to which, Lord Cattlereagh observed, that the grateful

task at length presented itself, of announcing to the House, that it had been

determined to give that struggling nation every aid that we could afford.

As to his majesty's ministers not having laid before Parliament any propo-
sal concerning Spain, he. did not think it, in the present state of affairs,

necessary. In due time that would be done, and although a vote of credit

was not asked for, yet, whatsoever dispositions might be arranged and

agreed on for the desirable object, he had the satisfaction of saying, that

by the liberality of the House, means were in hand to enable them to give

that assistance which might be immediately required; and should more be

requisite, the law furnished his majesty with the power of calling together

Parliament, at a very short notice, by which any further or greater supplies,

as they might be wanting, might be furnished.

On the motion of Mr. Wilbcrforce, an address was voted to his majesty,
that he would be graciously pleased to direct, that there be Jaid before the

House, copies of the 4th. 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th, and 10th Reports of

Naval Revision.

The House were summoned to attend the reading of his majesty's speech>
for the prorogation of Parliament, in the House of Lords; after which the

session closed, and the members dispersed,

on

ofisd verbatim from the LONDON GAZETTED

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, JUNE 28, 1808.

A Letter and its Inclnsitres, received from Vice-admiral Sir Edward PcUe-j>:

Mart. Commander-in-chief of his Majesty's Ships and Vessels in the Etst
Indies, addressed to Wifyiuni Marsden, Esq. dated on board the Culloden,
Qricsse Harbour, the 14th December, 1807, conveys the following
intelligence :

[FT appears that the vice-admiral had sailed from Malacca on the 20th of
-** November last, and had arrived with the squadron of his majesty's
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ships named in the margin,* eff Point Panka, at tlie eastern extremity of

Java, on the 5th of tlie following month, with the troops embarked ou
hoard them ; that, in conjunction with Lieutenant-colonel Lockhart, com-
mandini: the troops, he had sent a commission tinder a lla^ of truce to treat

with the commandant of the Dutch naval force, for the >urreuder of the

ships of war lying at Gricsse; and by copies ot the correspondence which

'pass! in consequence, it appear that the admiral had caused the ships
named at the foot ln.-rewf tu Ire burnt (they having Lf.eu previously scuttled

by the Dutch) ;
that all the euns, military stores, &c. in the garrison of

Gries<e, had, together with the battery of Sambelangan, ou the island of

iladura, been most effectually destroyed.
Sir Edward expresses his approbation of the zeal and perseverance

manifested by the respective officers and men employed upon the service

above meutiuned

Revolutie, of 70 guns.

Pluto, of 70 uns.

KOI tenaar, of 68 guns, sheer-hulk.

Jluttkoff, Company's ship, of ],000 tons, pierced for 40 guns,

JULY 2.

Copy of a Letter from Captain Walker, of his Majesty's Stoop Rosamond, to

Vice-ad irat Pusst it, Commander-in-chief of' .its Majesty*s Sliii s and I inxcls

ojftke Ttxe!, ai.d transmitted by t lie latter to the Hun. fF. W. Pole.

IItu Majesty's sloop Rosamond, Yarmouth Roads,

8IR,
L21th June, 1808.

I beg leave to inform you, that his majesty's -sloop under my command,
on her passage from Helgoland, in company with an American and a Ham-

burgh siiip tr.at 1 had detained, and was convoying to this place, on the

2tith instant, at half past two, A.M. fell in with, and at four captured, the

Dutch brig privatter Amstellan, liendrick Jouston commander l^with a
conunission from the King of Holland), mounting 1'2 uuns, ;>nd witli a coai-

plement of 60 men.. I ha\ e ti.e honour to be, &c.
B. WALKER.

Copy of a Letter from Lieutenant Edmund Wal/er, Acting Commander of his

Majetty'i Sloop \\'oij\ to Curtain Sir Cnarlts Brt^cniCfK/t'. of his Alajetl^f

Ship Atethusa, und tiaiuinrited
t>y

tht laltir 10 the Hun. W, ff
r

.

SIR, Wu\f> eust end of Jamaica, Jfay 1, 1C03.

I have the pleasure to inform you, that this morning, while in the pursuit
of your orders to bnnp, up the kejvardmost siij^s of ilie convoy, chase was

fiven
by hi* majesty s hloup under my command tu a suspicious sail in the

.E. which, iu two hours, we took pu^ess.on of. Mic proves to be the

Spanish schooner privateer hi Brauanza, Joseph Caudaniu, captain, with

one gun and
fifty-lour

men ; twenty-two days from Carihagena, and had

captured only, during her cruise, the Anne brig, one of our comov, which
I have also the pleasure to iuforui you, was retaken by the Wolf, after a
phase of four hours.

I have the honour to be, &c.
EDMUND WALLER,

Commander.

*
Culloclen, Powerful, Caroline, Fox, Victoire, Saruarung, Sealiower,

Jastur, and Worcester transport.
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DOWXING-STREET, JULY 9, 1808.

A despatch, of which the following is a cop}-, together with enclosures,
have been received from Major-general Spencer, by Viscount' Castlereagh,
one of his majesty's principal secretaries of state, datec. off Cadiz, June

12, 1808.

His Majesty's Ship Atlas, off Cadiz,
MY LORD, June 12, 1808.

The French squadron, consisting of five sail of the line and a frigate,

having placed themselves in a defensive position, in the channel leading to

the Caraccas, and out of the reach of the works of Cadiz, and having
refused to listen to any terms, I have great satisfaction in reporting that the

Spanish gun and mortar-boats, and the batteries erected for this purpose,
on the isle of Leon, and near Fort Louis, commenced hostilities against the

French ships at three o'clock in the afternoon of the 9th, and the firing,

continued without interruption on both sides till night. It was renewed on
the part of the Spaniards on the morning of the 10th, and partially
continued till two, when a flag of truce was hoisted by the French, but the

terms proposed being inadmissible, the Spaniards intend to recommence hos-

tilities with an additional battery, to the eastward of Fort Louis, consisting
of thirty twenty-four pounders.

Admiral Purvis and myself wished to have co-operated in this attack, hut

the Spaniards feeling themselves confident in their own force, have declined

our offers of assistance.

The Supreme Council of Seville have nominated commissioners, and

applied last night for passports, and a frigate to convey them to Engknd,
and they are also equally anxious to send feluccas with despatches to South
America.

Information having been received that a small French corps was assem-

bling at Tavira, with a view of entering Spain by the river Guadiana,
we have been requested to proceed against this corps,

and either to attack

them on the coast, or endeavour to prevent the further prosecution of their

plans against Spain. I accordingly propose to sail immediately for this

object, Lord Collingwood approving of it.

Admiral Purvis had already detached three ships of war off the mouth of

the Guadiana, and has offered every other necessary assistance, which Lord

Coftingwood has since confirmed.

I have the honour to be, &c.

B. SPENCER, Major general.

Right Hon. Lord Castlereagh, c.

Copy of a Letterfrom General Gloria, Captain-general of Andalusia and
Governor of Cadiz, addressed to their Excellencies Admiral Purvis and

Alujor-generol Spencer.

Admiral Rossilly, as your excellencies will observe by the annexed copy,
lias proposed to disarm, but upon conditions which I thought were inad-

missible. Whatever may be his terms of surrender, I shall in no manner
deviate from my promise : it is therefore necessary that I should have your
consent, as I have already said in my first conference with Brigadier-

general Smith and Captain Sir John Gore, to whom I have pledged myself
with simplicity and good faith.

It will affurd me considerable satisfaction to consult with your excelien-



X1VAL HISTORY OF THE PRESENT YEAR, 1808. 71

cies on all occurrences, incidents, and circumstances conducive to our com-
mon advantage, and contrary to the interests of the comm jn enemy.
Nothing; gives me more real pleasure than the absolute confidence of your

excellencies in my candour and sincerity, with which I remain your excel-

lencies' most affectionate and devoted servant.

Cadis, June 11, 1808. THOMAS MORLA.

Copy of a Letter from Admiral Rosilly, addressed to General Morla, da'.ed

on board the. Admiral's Ship, Hero, Bat/ of Cadiz, June 11, 180J.

CAPTAIN-GENERAL,

Obliged to defend myself on account of the inquietude inspired into the

people of this province by my imposing attitude, I yesterday, in order to

tranquillize them, proposed to your Excellency to quit the bay. In case the

English cannot accede to this proposal, I suggest the idea of disembarking

my means of attack, and keeping my ships' companies on board; no colours

shall be displayed on my squadron. Hostages shall be given for our

security, our sick, and all the French people in the province, with their

national and individual property. Hostages will be equally given oa

my part. The refreshments, water, and provisions necessary for my squa-
dron shall be provided on my paying for them, as has hitherto been don<\

la short, I shall demand no conditions hut those which are necessary for

my honour and that of the people serving under my orders, and as are com-

patible with the public tranquillity.

Deprived by my proposal of the means of defence against the exterior

^licmy, I demand security against them.

Receive, captain-general, the renewal of my distinguished consideration,
with which I am your excellency's most humble servant.

.. ROSSILLY.

Copy ofan Au^ccrfrom General Morla, to Admiral Ronsil^.

EXCELLENT SIR, ADMIRAL ROSSILLY,

In answer to certain proposals r.nd official demands transmitted by your-

excellency, which, although dictated by your honour, are unquestionably in-

compatible with mine, as must be evident to your excellency, I have to ac-

quaint you, that I cannot except any terms but an unconditional surrender.

My honour and character not allowing me to de;mrt in any way from my
promise?, I therefore inform you, that my orders from the Superior Council

being positive with respect to the surrender of the squadron commanded by
your excellency, I cannot enter into any conditions without previously con-

sulting them. It is likewise my duty to consult vith the English command-
ers, as, without their consent, I csuinot compromise myself.

For these reasons, I shall suspend my attack, until I have despatched
those two expresses, availing myself, however, of the intermediate time to

prepare oilier means for the attack.

Nothing opposes the individual esteem entertained for your excellency,
bv your faithful servant,"

Cadiz, June 11, 1808. TII'J.MAS MORLA.

JULY 12.

Despatches, of which the following are extracts, have been received from

Major-general Spencer by Viscount Castlereagb, one of his majesty'5 prin-

cipal secretaries of state.
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Extract of tt Despatch from Major-general Spencer to Fiscounf Castlereaph,
dated on board fits Majesty's Skip Windsor Castle, offAyamonte, June 17,
1808.

MY LORD,

I avail myself of the opportunity afforded by the passing of the Nautifus
from Lord Collmgwood to Sir Charles Cotton, to congratulate your lordship
on the surrender of 'he French squadron of five line of buttle ships and one

frigate, in the harbour of Cadiz, to the Spanish arms on the 14th instant;
on which, day the Spanish colours were flying in all the French ships. The

particulars of this important and interesting event will, no doubt, be fully
communicated to your lordship by Lord Collingwood.

It is also very satisfactory for me to inform your lordship, that the move-
ment I have made to this quarter, at the request of General .Morla, has been
attended with the happiest effects. The French troops are retiring in every
direction towards Lisbon, except some very insignificant parties left to

occupy the different small forts and posts on this side of Portugal. The

Portuguese people are rising in all parts, encouraged greatfv by our

presence here; and the Spanish frontier on the Guadianu is thus effectually
secured from any attack of the French.

I have the honour to be, &c.
B. SPENCER, Major-general,

Extract of a Despatchjrom Major-general Spencer to Viscount Castlcreagh,
dated on board his Majesty's Brig Scout, off" Lagos, June 21, 1808.

MY LORD,

The French fleet having surrendered on the 1 4th, and the Spanish com-
missioners having since embarked for England, I beg leave shortly to recapi-
tulate the different events which have led to these desirable objects, and to

state to your lordships the present situation of Spain :id Portugal, as i'ar as

1 have obtained correct information.

The general feeling of the Spaniards had been for some time excited to

the utviost degree of indignation at the conduct of the French. The
information of the forced renunciation of the crown of Spain by Charles IV.

Ferdinand, and all the royal family, in favour of Buonaparte, appeared to

be the signal of universal opposition to the views of France.

The Council of Seville, one of the principal provincial jurisdictions in

Spain, have laid hold of some statutes in their constitution, which authorize

their rejecting the orders of the Supreme Council of Madrid when that

capital shall be in the power of foreign troops. They have therefore

assumed an independent authority in the name of Ferdirtand VII. whom
they have proclaimed king; and, after some previous steps, they have for-

mally declared war against France, and have appealed tr> the Spani-h nation

to support them ;
anil their supremacy has been acknowledged by the coun-

cils of several other provinces.
In Andalusia they collected from fifteen to twenty thousand regular

troops, and have put arms in the hands of upwards of sixty thousand

peasants. General Castaneos is appointed commander in chief; and

I understand they propose, out of the first levies, to augment the establish-

ment of the old regiment?, to double their [.resent numbers.

Provincial assemblies are aloo forming ir, must of the large towns, and

different depots fixed upon for raising volunteers.

They have a proportion of near four thousand cavalry, and a large quan-
tity of artillcrv. as Seville is a foundry, and one of the largest depots iu

Spain.
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All accounts agree, that in every part of Spain the insurrections have
commenced almost at the same period; many small detachments of the

enemy, and many ollicers, have been cat off.

General Dupont was on his march to Seville, and hail already passed the

Morenq mountains when the insurrection Mok place. iK has pushed on to

C'm-dova, ami, by the intercepted despatches, uc [r-arn lie is strengthening
himself there, and proposes to wan for reinforcements. In the mean time
the .Morena pusses in his rear have oeen occupied by five thousand

Spaniards, the road has been broken up ; and, I trust, ail communication has
been cut oil'.

General D'Alril had received orders to join him at Seville with four thou-

sand men, who were to a-sL-mUe at Alcorentin, but our arrival oiVAya-
inonte, and the arming of all Spain, and the alarms in Portugal, having pre-
vented this movement, I trust that General Junot will not now be able to

detach any troops from Portugal, though we understand a French corps has
been collected at Elvas, but I do not think it can exceed four thousand men,
though the report* of its strength are very various.

At Faro the Portuguese have already risen, have taken or destroyed
a detachment of about two hundred men, have seized the arms and ammu-
nition of the province, which the French liad collected in a depot, and also

about forty thousand dollars in gold, which the French general liad

amassed.

AUMIRALTV-QFFICE, JULY 12, 1808.

Extract of a "Lbtttrfrom Vice-admiral Lard Collingwood, Commander in*

chief of his Majcttift Ships and Vessels in the Mediterranean) to the

Hon. W. W. Pole, dated Ocean, off" Cadiz, June 14, 1808.

In my letter of the 12th instant, by the Alphea, I informed you that

application had been made for a ship to carry to England commissioners

appointed by the Supreme Council of Seville, to treat with his majesty's
ministers on such matters as are important to the interest of both countries.

The admiral who commands in the port of Cadi/, being one of the deputed,

they did not choose he should depart until the surrender of the French

ships, which took place this morning.
The Spaniards having constructed an additional battery, of thirty heavy

guns,and numerous gun and bomb-vessels having taken their stations, the

French ships struck their colours at seven o'clock this morning, and soon
after the Spanish were hoisted on boc.rd them. The French ships, I under-

tand, are not at all injured, as the Spaniard* wanted them for their own
use; nor has there been much loss of men on either side.

The governor some days since (and before I came here) requested
of Major-general Spencer to proceed to Ayamontc, to oppose u detachment
of the French army, which was said to be inarching from Portugal by the

coast; ainl yesterday the transports pr iceuded, under the protection of the

Xealous, to that quarter where the Windsor Custle had conducted a detach-

ment the day before.

June. 15.

The governor of Cadiz has notified to me, that the commissioners will be

ready to embark in two days. As the Revenge has oeen stationed near the

town, where Sir John Gore has made much intercourse witli the -o-'ernor

and chiefs in command during the late operations, a:ul witnessed the tc.;> 'er

and disposition of the people, I have ordered that ship to receive them, that

. ei^ron. ftal, XX. i.
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lie may give to his majesty's ministers the information they may desire

of what has come within his observation as to the present state of this part

of Spain.

Application has been made to me this evening by the Supreme Loui

Seville and the governor of Cadiz, to give a passport to a Spanish tngate a

four despatch vessels, to carry to the several governments and presidei

in the West Indies, information of the events w hich have happened in Spain,

and their instructions to the governors; and also that a sloop of war u

take out officers to that country, whose presence there is important ;

they urge in preference to their going in a Spanish vessel, as it will convey

a proof of their connexion will) Great Britain.

I hare the honour to be, ccc.

COLLINGWOOD.

JULY 12.

Extract of a Letter from Sir Charles Cotton, Bart. Admiral of the Blue, &r.

to the Hon. William Welles/cj/ Pole, dated on board his Majesty's S/iip the

Hibernia, off the Tagus, Jane, d, 1808.

SIR,

Enclosed I transmit, for the information of the lords commissioners of the

Admiralty, the copy of a letter received by me from Captain Creyke, of hit

majesty's" sloop Eclipse, detailing the state of affairs at Oporto.
I have the honour to be, &c.

C. COTTON,

His Majesty's Sloop Eclipse, off the Bar

SIR, of Oporto, June '(>, 1808.

Since the account I had the honour of delivering to you on the 10th of

June, Oporto has undergone two revolution?, and has been successively in

the hands of the French and the subjects of the Prince Recent.
After the Spaniards had delivered the forts into the custody of the Portu-

guese, and the national colours were every where hoisted, the French were

again able to establish their authority, in consequence of the weak and unde-

termined measures of the governor, Louis D'Ohveira, who is now confined as

a traitor, and maintained it till the 16th, the day of Corpus Christi, a

great national festival, when it had been usual for the Portuguese regi-

ments to attend with colours flying. The governor, D'OUveira, in con-

sequence of orders from Junot, attempted to establish tl>e French flag in-

stead of the Portuguese at the procession. This violent attack ou the

national custom drew forth the murmurs of the populace to so great a

degree, that an attempt to compromise on the part of the governor had no

effect j
and on the 18th, in the evening, the day before my arrival here, they

were excited to such a degree of fury, that, countenanced by the priests, ths

people rose en masse, broke open the depots, and supplied themselves witk

twenty-five thousand stand of arms, and, together with the regulars, formed
a most determined and enthusiastic army. From this moment all French

authority ceased : and every man, either French, or suspected of being in-

clined to the French-interest, was arrested.

The bishop of Oporto was elected as the new governor, and an army of

twenty thousand men sent to meet the French, who had advanced to the

amount of nine hundred within six leagues of Oporto.
The enthusiasm has communicated from one to the other, and the Portu-

guese provinces of Trains, Monies, Mintro, and the northern part of Beira, in

imitation of the Spaniards, have risen in arms, determined to extirpate the

French from their kingdom. From the most moderate account?, besides
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what are at Oporto, I may estimate them at upwards of one hundred thou-
sand men.

All the regular regiments disbanded by the French are forming again with
tUc greatest alacrity, and will soon join them. 1 have this day had an inter-

view with his excellency the governor, conducted to him amidst the bhouts
and huzzas of the populace.
To-morrow I send a party of men. to mount the guns of a large Brazil

ship, the command of which is given to tin Englishman, and destined

floating battery to defend the bridge, ia case the French should have
the temerity t > approach, though such an event is not to be apprehended,
If any requisition is made for powder, I shall comply with it, but they have
at present abundance of arms, ammunition, and provisions.
The detestation of the Portuguese to the French is so great, that Captain

Jones and myself, after having begged the life of the French Sutfiuiant of

police, had the greatest difficulty in conveying him a prisoner to the boat,
and the unbounded love and respect tor the English alone prevented the

enraged populace from tearing him to pieces.

I have the honour to be, &c.

G. A. CRFA'KE.

Admiral Sir Charles Cotton
}
Bart, Commander in Chief, 4~c.

1',. tract of a Letter from Captain Dishy, of It is Majesty' Ship the Cossack,
addressed to the l\i::ht linn. Lord {jiiiiiliirr, Admiral of the hint:, fyc. anil

transmitted by kis Lordship to the linn. W. W. Pole.

Ilk Majetti/'s Ship Cossack, off Saint

MY LORD, Andcru, Junt 25,

The last opportunity I had of writing to your lordship, t acquainted von
of my intention to go to St. Aiidero immediately, and afford every assistance

in my power to the loyal inhabitants, and bring off any British subjects thai.

might wish to come away, in the present uncertain state of the country ; aud
I had intelligence that the French frigate in passage, accompanied by
several gun-boats, was expecteJ to make a descent on thafpart of the coa r.

Owing to the strong easterly winds, and long calms, I did not get there till

the 21st. The signal-post displayed a flag of truce, which was answered by
both ships. The captain of the port, Don Vincento Camino, came on
board : he told us the French army was soon expected to make an attack <

i\

the pass in the mountains that guarded the approach to the town; -he

invited us to anchor in Sardencro bay, which we did at five P. M. until he
,'uui made his report to the bishop, who was the present governor, he wished
us not to land, Ao boat returning by one o'clock the next day, 1 concluded
that some sudden attack or unexpected event must have taken place.
In the afternoon a brig came out of the harbour full of people of all descrip-

tions, who had left the town on the report that the French were advancing,
I immediately got. wider weigh, arid ent Cmptaia Daly, of the Comet, up
the harbour, to gain sonic fin'inned intelligence, and should the report

prove true, to reconnoitre the fort, and tind out where the principal ma^a/ino

was, and, if it was possible, to destroy it. Jletween eight and nine P. M.
Captain Daly returned with certain information, that the French army had

gained the pass, and had halted only a lew miles from the town, and wer

expected to enter that night or noxt day.

Captain Daly also had made every possible observation, and had himself

spiked the guns in two forts near the town, and he requested to go
and destroy the maga/ine, and the gnus in the forts that guard the en-

trance of the harbour. I should certainly have tcnl the buats th.at night,
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but the great chance of their being taken by surprise, should the enemy ad-

vance, and the night being very dark and squally, with every appearanceof
bad weather, made me defer it till the next morning ;

at day-light we stood

into the bay, and manned and armed two boats from each ship, under the

orders of Captain Daly ; he was accompanied by Lieutenant H. M. Herbert,

jof the Cossack, and Lieutenant Read, of the roval marines, and several of

he younger officers, who all volunteered their services; they left this ship
s oon after six o'clock, and landed about eight, spiked all the guns in fort St.

Salvador de Ano, and fort Sedra, and wedged shot in the chambers of them,
which renders them quite useless; the magazine was at some little distance,

and had five hundred wh'.-le barrels of powder in it, besides quantities of

other stores; all of which was completely destroyed, great part by throwing
it over the cliffs into the sea, leaving sufficient to blow up ihe magazine: the

train was laid for a considerable distance, and it was let off about ten

o'clock, which instantly levelled: he whole building to the ground. Finding
some more powder in fort Sedra, a train was laid to it, which took effect,

and blew part of the house and storehouse in it up ; the t%o other forts on
the west side of the bay they could not attempt, as the surf was so high it

was impossible to land, and to walk round was too far from the boats, as

they had not a moment to spare, having heard, before they set fire to the

first train, that the French had entered tlie town, and they expected a strong

guard at the forts; the boats left the shore by eleven o'clock, and had just

got round the point of De Ano, when a considerable body of French drajoons

appeared on the hill, and took post near the smoking ruins of the magazine.
I am sorry to say, Captain Daly, and Lieutenant Read of tiie marines are

much scorched, particularly Lieutenant Read, m setting fire to the last

train, but am happy to find that his eyes are safe, and that he is doing well.

Captain Daly speaks in high commendation of the zeal and exertion of every
officer and man employed with him.

I have the honour to be, &c.

GEORGE DIGBY.

Copy of a Letterfrom the. Honourable Cup! nin Ditndas, of his Mujes y's Ship
Euri/alus, to Captain Graves, of the Bru/isxirk, and transmitted by J'uc-

Admiral Sir Jume* Saitmarez, to the Hon. IV. W. Pole.

His Jlfajettyt Ship Euri/alus, in the

SIP. Greet! Hell, Jur.?. 12, 1808.

After having seen the convoy clear, I proceeded in company with his

majesty's sloop Cruiser, and late yesterday evening discovered several vessels

at anchor near the entrance of the Nsiskon, very close to the shore. We
anchored at dark, and I sent Lieutenant Head with the boats or' this ship
and Cruiser (four in number) to destroy them; audit is with great pleasure:
I have to inform you, he executed this service with his usual bravery and

j udgment, by burning two large vessels fitted for the reception of troops,

capturing a gun-vessel of the largest dimensions, mounting two eighteen-
1

pounders, and having sixty-four men on board, moored within half pistol-

shot of a battery of three eighteen-pomider.s, and the shore lined with troops.

Although the enemy defended themselves well, we had but one man slightly
wounded

;
their loss was great, seven killed and twelve wounded, with many

drowned
j

and they must have suffered on shore by the fire from our
boats.

I beg leave to mention the midshipmen employed, Messrs. Worms?,
Ricketts, Yeoman, Richard, and Gaymoreof this ship, ^'loffntt and Loveday
of the Cruiser, for their good conduct ua lliis occasion, and who. r..re,
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together with the boats' crews, particularly mentioned by Lieutenant

Head. I have the honour to be ^c.
G. H. L. DUNDAS.

Thomas Graves, Esq. Captain of his Majesty's Ship Brunswick.

George Johnstone, yeoman of the sheets, wounded.

JULY 19.

Extract, vf a Letter from Vice-admiral Lord Coltinwood, Commandcr-ln-

chirf of Iris Mujcsti/s S/rijis and Vcfsels in the Mediterranean, to the Hon.
W.'W. Pole, dated Ooraw, off Cadiz, June 21, 180.8.

I enclose, to be laid before the lords commissioners of the Admiralty, the

copy of a letter which I have received from Captain Campbell, of his

majesty's ship the Unite, giving an account of his having captured on the

2d ultimo, the Italian brig of war El llonco, of sixteen thirty-two-pounder
carronades, with a complement of one hundred men.

I also forward an extract of a letter from Captain Bligh, of the Pylades,

stating his having captured, on the same day, the French privateer settee

le Grand Napoleon, pierced for ten guns, but only four mounted, with a

complement of thirty-eight men.

His Majesty't Shi/> Unite, Cape Promontoro,
MY LORD, S..L. 1 or Li mitt's, May '2, 1808.

I have the pleasure to acquaint your lordship of my having captured tin?

morning, at day-break, the Italian brig El Uouco, of sixteen thirty- two-

pounder brass carronades, (pierced for eighteen) and one hundred men,
after receiving several of her broadsides, which cut our sails and rigging a

good deal. She had scarcely hauled her colours down, when we observed a

friiate and schooner to windward; it being about north and very light,

though chase was instantly given, they effected their escape into Pola,
when we had <jot within two gun shot of them.

The alacrity and /ceal shewn by my officers and ship's company on this

occasion, deserve the greatest praise. El llonco is only two months off the

stock*, measure* about four hundred tons, extremely well found, and in my
opinion, very lit lor his majesty's service.

I have the honour to be, &c.

Right Hon. Lord Collinguooil, $c. PAT. CAMPBELL.

Extract of a Letter from Captain Bligh, of his Majesty's Sloop Pyladcs,
dated at Sea, May 3, loOC, to Vice-Admiral Lord Collihgtoood

I have the honour to inform your lordship, that yesterday, his majesty's

sloop, under mv command, stretching over to Cape Bon,wilh a fresh breeze

from the J\. E. at ten A. M. saw a settee coming down before the wind for

the purpose of reconnoitring us; when perceiving what we were, imme-

diately hauled her wind on the starboard tack, and after a chase of fiv*

hours in the wind's eye, come up with and captured her. She proves to be
the Grand Napoleon privateer, commanded by Jacques Boniface Mor-

rier, pierced for ten guns, but only four mounted, one ot which was thrown
overboard during the chase, with a complement of thirty-eight men. She
was thirteen days from Marseilles, had taken nothing, nearly new, and

equipped for a two months' cruise.

I also had the pleasure to capture, on the 2(3th ult. le St. Honore, a French

tartan, from Porto Ticho, in Corsica, bound to Tripoli. She had in seven
hundred musket-barrels and locks for ditto.

G. M. BLJGH-
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Court Partial.

AT a court martial assembled on board the Arethusa, in Port Royal
harbour, Jamaica, on the 1 1th of April, Captain Sir Charles Brisbane,

president, for the trial of Lieutenant James Violett, the officers and crew
of the Raposa brig, for the loss of that vessel on the 15th of February, near

Carthagena ; the court having considered the circumstances attending the

loss of his majesty's brig llaposa, adjudged the lieutenant, officers, petty
officers, and ship's company to be honourably acquitted, and expressed
their high opinion of the gallant conduct of Lieutenant Violett, whose sword
yvas presented to him with a very handsome eulogiuni.

IPromotione an$ appointments.

Admiral Thomas Bertie has hoisted his flag on board the Rosamond, and

proceeded to Gottenburg.

Captain Shield is appointed paying commissioner, afloat, at Portsmouth,
in the room of Rear-admiral Hart.

Captain Lewis Shepherd is appointed to the command of the Brazen, a
new sloop.

Captain Robert Pettit is appointed to the Briscis.

Captain Bedford, of the Ville de Paris, is appointed to command the

Caledonia, of 130 guns, just launched at Plymouth.

Captain James Welch is appointed to command the Racoon.

Captain E.Bass is appointed to command his majesty's sloop Gluck&tadt,
at Chatham.

Captain Clements is appointed to command his majesty's sloop Gselan,
V(ee Captain Hoffman.

Hon. Charles Paget is appointed to command his majesty's ship
Leviathan.

Captain Usher, of the Bittern, who brought home the Turkish Envoys, is

promoted to the rank of post captain.

Captain David Colby is appointed to command the Royal Sovereign;

Captain Samuel Warren to command the Bdlerophon ; Captain John

Hatley to the Boadicea ; Captain Hon. Edward Rodney to the Fyila ;

Captain John Pengelly to the Eyderen; Captain John M'Kerlie to the

Diligence; Captain C. D. Pater to the Princess Carolina; Captain W. W.
Daniel to the Jasper; Captain Win. llelland to the Podargus j

and Captain
James Stephenson to the Yarmouth.

Lieutenants appointed. Robert T'ordcn to the Valorous; R. Roberts

to the Ariel; Henry D. Byng to the Centurion; R. Devonshire to the

Aigle; R. S. Maw to theOberon; Charles C. Bennett to the Vanguard ;

Robert Lowthian, and VV. P. Green to the Eurydice; Andrew Hardy to.

the Brisk; Roger Woolcombc to the Impetiicux ;
Thomas Wing to the

Sans Pariel ; John Hilton to the Bustard; C. Collet to the Sarpon ; Charles

D. Castle to the Orestes; Thomas Howard to the Iris; Jarncs Richards to

the Natnur; George Fairless to the Jamaica; \V. Gilchrist to the Irre-

sistible; Thomas Southey to the Dreadnought; Robert Pilch to the Belle-

rophon ; Joseph N. Taylor to the Neptune ;
John Foote to ditto; Robert

Smith to the Fylla ;
William Landey to the Leviathan ;

W. S. Addington
to ditto ; O. Button, to the Royal William; ilenry Thomas Shower to the
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Diligence ;
James Dillon to ditto

; Henry Baker to the Bellerophon ; John
K. Cawkitt to the Stately; John Watherston to the Sampson prison ship ;

1). M'Kcnzie to the Niobe ;
G. Scnhouse to the Glomcu

; Joseph N. Tay-
lor to the Spencer; Edward Tobin to the Triumph ; J. S. A. Deniu's to the

Brevdrageren ;
\Yilliam Shields to tlie Glomen ; John Lamb to the

Leviathan; Charles Wood to the Invincible; R. J. Alleyn to the Endy-
mion

;
Thomas Furber to the Cherokee; Joseph R. Webb to ditto

;
Robert

C. Built' to the Racoon; C. RadclitTc to ditto
;
Win. Pearse (2) to the

Leviathan; Hubert Lothian to the Brazen
; John M^Lead to the Hindus-

tan
; George Ninis to the Theseus ; William Hewitt to the Orestes ; George

Dongal to the Sarpen ; James Anderson- (1) to the St. George ;
Robert

Trist to the Egeria ;
Win. Cuthbert to t!ie Briseis; D. Harrington to the

Raven
;
W. B. Watts to the Goshawk; R. J. Jenks to the Hero; George

Ferguson to the Hyperion ;
Thomas Pike So the Briseis; Thomas Allen to

the Theseus; W. P. Roberts to the Ariel ; Henry 1). Byng to the Centu-
rion

;
and Edward Harlcy to the Gorgon hospital ship.

A list of surgeons and assistant-surgeons appointed and promoted :

Mr. Robert Brien to the Brazen
;
Mr. George Moon to the Trompeuse ;

Mr. Rowland Griffiths to the Leviathan
;
Mr. Henry Lewin to the Rover;

Mr. John Gray to the Hippomenes ; Mr. Richard Mason to the Osprey ;

Mr. John M'Hogh to the Racoon
;
Mr. Nicholas Churchill to the Maria

brig ; Mr. Edward Coates to the Quebec ;
Mr. Richard Harris to the

Stately ; Mr. David Patterson to the Sampson prison ship, vice Hutchin-

son
;
Mr. A. C. Hutchinson is appointed to act as surgeon of the division of

royal marines at Woolwich ; Mr. James Heron to be surgeon of the

Podargus.

Assistant-surgeons appointed : Mr. John Leach Moore to the In-

vincible ; Mr. Samuel Denison to the Clyde ; Mr. James E. Anderson
to the Salvador del Mundo

; Mr. William Dryden to the Hercule ;

Mr. Henry William Keele to be hospital mate at the Royal Hospital at

Haslar; Mr. John Johnstone to be assistant of the Royal William; Mr.
William Craig to the Agincourt ; Mr. Robert Daly to be an hospital mate
at the hospital for prisoners of war at Forlon ;

Mr. John Cochrane to be

assistant-surgeon of the Bodicea
; Mr. John Robertson to the Theseus ;

Mr. Richard Coniby to the Weymouth store- ship; Mr. John Turnbull to

the Cracker gun-brig; Mr. Richard Jenkins to the Spencer; Mr. Thomas
O'Gara to proceed to the Leeward Islands, and be placed at the disposal
of the conmiander-in-chief

;
Mr. Thomas Kidd to the Tortoise store-ship ;

Mr. C. O'Brian to be an hospital mate at Haslar ; Mr. Thomas Prower to

the Hibernia
; Mr. William Dobson to the Alcmene; Mr. Charles Rey-

nolds to the Donegal; Mr. A. Campbell to the Steady gun-brig; Mr.
Thomas Mitchell to the Daring gun-brig ; Mr. David Baird to be an

aMUtant-surgeon, at the disposal of Lord Collingsvood; Mr. John Ander-
son to the Leviathan

;
and Mr. Donald Kennedy to the Bombay.

A list of midshipmen passed for lieutenants -.Hon. Maurice F. F.

Berkeley, Benjamin Dntton, John Hackett, William 11. Haswcll, Charles

J. Cater, George H. Rye, William Jones Prowse, Henry Harris, John W.
Smith, Edward B. Watson, Henry R. Rokeby, and Martin Bennet.

BIRTHS.
Tn Upper Grosvenor Street, of a son, Mrs. Barrow, the lady of John

Barrow, Esq. second secretary to the Admiralty.

In Nottingham Place, the lady of Sir Edward Hamilton, of the royal

navy, of a son.
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MARRIAGES.

J. Moncricf, Esq. advocate, second son of Sir II. Monrrief, Bart, to Mis?

A. Robertson, daughter of the late Captain G. Robertson, of the royal

Bavy.

At Wisbeach, Lieutenant G. S. Hepburn,?of the Hon. East India Compa-
ny's naval service, to Miss Mary Hutcheson, daughter of the late Mr. Mann
Hutcheson.

On the 2Gth June at Exeter, by special license, Lieutenant Edward

Morris, of the royal navy, nephew of the Right Hon. Lord Frankfort, to

Miss Crab, of Darnford Street, Stonehouse.

On the Cth July, at Batheaick Clnirch, near Bath, John Campbell Flint,

M.D. of Gainsborough, to Miss Dillon, daughter of the late Captain Dillon,
of Penryn, Cornwall.

At Winchester, Lieutenant Godfrey, of the Hon. East India Company's
marine service, to Miss Mary Francis Silver, eldest daughter of J. A. Silver,

Esq< of Winchester.

On the I8th July, at Hackney, Mr. J. Millard, of Cheapsidc, to Miss

E. Brightwefl, daughter of the late Captain Brightwell, of the royal navy,
of Wood bridge, Essex.

OBITUARY.

Lately, at Curacoa, Mr. David Rowan, surgeon, and agent for sick and
Grounded seamen at that island.

On the 21th June, at Abany, Captain John Croft, of the royal navy.

On the 5th July, at Upton, near Windsor, Rear-admiral Boston, sincerely

regretted by a large and extensive circle of friends.

Lately, at Jamaica, Charles Cecil, second son of Sir Cecil Bishop, and

lately belonging to theMuros frigate ; the ship was wrecked in an attempt to

destroy some Latteries in the neighbourhood of the Havanna, and this

excellent young officer having exerted and exposed himself, in spite of the

caution of his friends, was attacked on his arrival >iit Jamaica with the

ycllovv fever, which soon proved fatal.

On the 3d of September last, Lieutenant G. Simpson, of the Fox frigate,
and second son of the Rev. A. Simpson, of Edinburgh. When gallantly

leading a boarding party in the, late enterprise at Batavia, he received a
musket ball in the neck, and instantly expired. He was a young officer of

very high merit.

A short time since, in the East Indies, Lieutenant Charles Turner, of his

majesty's ship Belliqueux, son of Mr. Charles Turner, of Mount Hill House,
Rochester, who was stabbed by a person when in the act of boarding an

enemy's armed vessel, called a proa, by which the service has lost a person
of great courage, and an expert navigator. His brother officers were ex-

tremely hurt at his loss, particularly his captain (G. Byng, Esq.) with whom
he has sailed during the war.

Lately, in the West Indies, Lieutenant Denne, of the royal marine?.

At Port Ryal, Jamaica, of the yellow fever, Mr. Richard Stevens, com-
mander of his majesty's packet tke Princess Amelia,



MEMOIR OF THE PUBLIC SERVICES

OF

SIR CHARLES BRISBANE, KNT.
CAPTAIN IN THE ROYAL NAVY.

Now, by Heav'n, I feel,

Beyond all omens, that within my breast,

Which marshals me to conquest; something
That snatches me beyond all mortal fears ;

Lifts me to where, upon her jasper throne,

Sits flame-rob'd Victory, who calls me son,

And crowns me with a palm, whose deathless groen
Shall bloom when Caesar's fades." MASON.

TTX presenting the public with a memoir of the public services of
-**-

Sir Charles Brisbane, the gallant captor of the island of

Curacoa, we perform a very grateful duty. The "
plain unvar-

nished tale" will, in various instances, furnish substantial proofs

of the superiority of British seamen to those of any other nation

in the world.

Sir Charles is the fourth but eldest surviving son of the late

John Brisbane, Esq. admiral of the red squadron. He is de-

scended from a very ancient family, who were settled at Bi>>hop-

ton, in the shire of Renfrew, in Scotland, as far back as the reign

of King Robert II.

Of the professional life of the late Admiral Brisbane, before we

proceed with our main subject, we shall relate a few particulars.

With that gentleman's earlier services we are unacquainted.

On the 5'h of Augi..
1

^, 1757, he obtained a lieutenant's commission ;

and, according to Charnock,* without passing through the inter-

mediate rank of commander, was made post, on the 24th of Sep-

tember, I7oi. For a short time he commanded the Nightingale,

a 20-gun ship, on the American station : and was thvn promoted

to the Echo frigate, in which ne sailed to the \Vest Indies, where

he remained till the conclusion of the war.

In the year I7o9, Captain Brisbane was appointed to the Cer-

berus frigate, of 28 guns. She was first employed in the West

Indies ; and, had the expected rupture with Spain taken place,

she was next intended for the home station The difference,

* Vide BIOGRAPUIA NAVALIS, Vol. VI. pa^e 447.

M
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however, was accommodated, and Captain Brisbane soon aftcr-

wards quitted his command.

The contest with the- North American colonies had not long

been commenced, when he was appointed to the Flora, of 32 guns.

In 1776, he was ordered to America, with a convoy, and was

employed there on a variety of desultory services. The most

material of those was the recapture of the Fox frigate, Captain

Fotheringham, which had been taken on the banks of Newfound-

land, by the Hancock and Boston, American frigates, in July,

1777. On the 18th of the succeeding month, these frigates, with

their prize, being seen off the coast of Nova Scotia, were chased

by the Rainbovr, Captain Sir George Collier, and by Captain

Brisbane's ship, the Flora. They separated, and steered diiferent

courses ; but, after a pursuit of thirty.nine hours, and firing a few-

guns, the Hancock struck, to the Rainbow. The Boston effected

herescape ; but, during the chase, the Flora came in sight, and

retook <he Fox. While in' pursuit, the master of the Flora

represented, in modest terms,
a

that, if Captain Brisbane con-

tinued the chase much longer, he would be off his station." To

this the captain very spiritedly replied,
" that such a consideration

was totally out of the question when he was in pursuit of an

enemy ; that the chase might run to the West Indies, or to the

d 1, if he chose it ; but that he would follow him as long as he

could carry an inch of canvass."

In the summer of the year 1778, Captain. Brisbane was sta-

tioned at Rhode Island, as senior, or commanding officer of a

small squadron, consisting of five frigates, t\vo sloops of war, and

some gallies. The object of the squadron was to protect that

post, arid to distress the commerce of the enemy, by occasionally

cruising off the neighbouring coast. On the 28th of July, the

French fleet, consisting of twelve ships of the line, and four fri-

gates, commanded by the Count D'Estaing, made its appearance

off Rhode Island ; and, after several previous indications of attack,

in less force, entered the harbour on the 8th of August. In con-

sequence of this sudden event, the officers of Captain Brisbane's

squadron, which was then lying in the harbour, were reduced to

the distressing necessity of burning or sinking their ships, to pre-

vent them from falling into the hands of the enemy. Ou this
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occasion Captain Brisbane exerted himself in an extraordinary

wanner; and, by a prompt execution of his orders, the following

ships were completely destroyed :

SUNK.

'Shij'S. Guns. Commanders.

''Flora 29 Captain John Brisbane.

Falcon 14 Henry Harwood.

BURNT.

'Orpheus 32 Captain Charles Hudson.

Lark 32 It. Smith.

Juno 3<2 . Hugh T-alrymple.

Cerberus 82 John Symonds.

Having been thus unfortunately .deprived of his command, Cap-

tain Brisbane returned to England, and was appointed to the

Alcide, a new ship, of 74 guns ; in which, in the month of Decem-

ber, 1779, he sailed with Sir George Rodney to Gibraltar, but

was not materially, if at all, engaged in the action with the Spa-

nish squadron.

Captain Brisbane next proceeded to the West Indies, and

thence to America : after which, he was sent home by Sir George

Rodney, with the information of that officer's arrival on the

American station, with the West India detachment. He reachid

England in the month of December, and then quitted the command

of the Alcide.
jf

In the ensuing year, he was appointed to the Hercules, another

74-gun ship ; but, in consequence of his health having been con-

siderably impaired, m the course of his former service, he found

himself under the necessity of resigning his command, in the month

of December following.

On-ihe 21st of September, 1790, he was promoted to the rank

of rear- admiml of the blue squadron ; but, we believe, never

enjoyed the satisfaction of hoisting his flag. Having passed through

the intermediate gradations of rank, he died admiral of the red

squadron, en the 10th of December, 1807.

At the close of the year 1779, or very early in 1780, young

Brisbane, the immediate subject of this memoir, entered the

naval service, in the Alcide, under the auspices of his father. He
was then only in his tenth year. The Alcide, as we have already

stated, sailed from England to Gibraltar, and thence to the West
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Indies. Previously to that ship's return to Europe, Captain

Brisbane had obtained the removal of his son into the Hercules, of

74 guns, commanded by Captain (the present Admiral) Savage,

In the Hercules, Mr. Brisbane may be said to have commenced his

career of active service. In that ship he had the honour of sharing

the laurels of the glorious 12th of April, 1782, under the immortal

Rodney.* Nor were his youthful laurels unstained with blood ;

for, during the engagement, he received a severe wound in the

back, and was under the necessity of being taken below. Such

was his ardour, however, that, when his wound had been dressed,

he returned to his post; and, so highly pleased was Captain Savage

with his behaviour, that, at a subsequent period, he furnished him

with a certificate, which was the means of his obtaining a lieute-

nant's commission, at an earlier period than it would otherwise

have been granted.

The effects of Mr. Brisbane's wound were extremely serious, as

it kept him in a crippled state, bent almost double, for nine

months.

In 1784, he served a short time in the Thorn, Captain Lech-

mere; and, from that ship, he was removed into the Druid, in

which he remained three years and a half, under the respective

captains, Macbride, Byron, and Ellison, t

* Vide. NAVAL CHRONICLE, Vol. I. page 389, et seq.

+ It was in July, 1783, that Captain Macbride was appointed to the

Druid, and he continued to command her till the latter end of 1784, or the

beginning of 1785. The Druid was then chiefly employed in cruising in the

Irish Channel, (a) Captain Byron succeeded Captain Macbride ; but he

enjoyed the command of the Druid only a very short time ; as, in

February, 1785, he left her, on account of ill health, and Captain Ellison

obtained the appointment. By referring to our memoir of the last-

mentioned officer, (/*)
it will be seen that his first cruise in the Druid was

with Admiral Vandeput, to the Baltic, in May, 1785, for the purpose of

convoying the present Duke of Kent to Stadt ; end that he was afterwards

employed on the western station, between the Start Point and the Lizard,

for the purpose of intercepting smugglers. Mr. Brisbane, whose activity

and spirit were always conspicuous, was consequently engaged in many
boat enterprises, for the seizure of smugglers, which at that time swarmed

upon the coast.

(a) Vide NAVAL CHRONICLE, Vol. XIX. page 271.

(fr)
Vol. XIX. page 14.
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At the time of the Dutch armament, in 1787, Mr. Brisbane

went round to Spithead in the Powerful, Captain Sutherland.

He returned thence to Plymouth, and then came to London, with

the view of passing for lieutenant; but, not succeeding in his ob-

ject, he immediately sailed to Halifax in the Adamant, which bore

the flag of Sir Richard Hughes ; and from that officer he received

an acting order for the Weasel. On returning to England,

however, his commission was not confirmed, and he found him-

self obliged to embark in the Colossus, which was at that

time commanded by Captain (afterwards Admiral Sir II. C.)

Christian.

In the Spanish armament of 1790, Mr. Brisbane was removed

into the Brunswick, a new ship,
' to which Sir Hyde Parker had

just been appointed.

A promotion of lieutenants took place towards the latter end of

this year ;
and Mr. Brisbane, in consequence of Captain Savage's

certificate respecting his behaviour in Lord Rodney's action, which

we have already mentioned, had at length the satisfaction of ob-

taining a commission.

At the time of the Russian armament, In 1791, he was appointed

to the Spitfire fire-ship, commanded by Captain Freemantle, in

which he remained till she was paid off.

In 1793, Lieutenant Brisbane proceeded to the Mediterranean,

with Captain Tyler, in the Meleagcr frigate. On that station,

from the commencement of the attack upon Toulon, to the period

of its evacuation, and, subsequently, during the whole of the pro-

ceedings at Corsica, he was very actively employed in various sea

and shore services.* To notice the whole of these, would carry us

beyond our limits; but it would be an act of injustice to the gallant

officer whose professional course we are describing, not to specif/

fome of the more prominent.

At midnight, on the 27th of August, when Captain Klphin-tono

had been authorised by Lord Hood to take the command at Fort

la Malgue, Lieutenant Brisbane assisted at the disembarkation 'f

"

*
Ample details, whiting t<* the attack, surrender, am! evacnmioi. >f

Toulon, will be found ia our memoir of Lord Hood, and in subi-equent puns
of the second volume of the NAVAL CUKOSICLE. Vtde

192, and 2b8.
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(he troops, preparatory to that arrangement ; and, in the sue-*

ceeding month, when it was found necessary to erect a battery

tapon the Hauteur de Grasse, for the better protection of the outer

road and naval hospital, it was owing, in part, to his active zeal

and great exertion that three twenty-four pounders were expe-

ditiously dragged up a very steep ascent.

Lieutenant Brisbane's conduct in these services, and in others of

a similar nature, attracted the notice of his superior officers, and

he was -removed from the Meleager into the Britannia, the flag-

ship of Lord Hotham. He had not been in the latter ship many

days, before Lord Hood came on board; and we have some reason

to believe, that the chief object of his lordship's visit was to satisfy

himself with respect to the merits of Lieutenant Brisbane; as,

shortly afterwards, he appointed him to the command of Fort

Pomet, one of the most dangerous out-posts- in the neighbourhood

pf Toulon, about five mHes from the city.

This was an appointment extremely suitable to a display of

his talents. He assisted in repulsing the French at Fort Mill-

grave, in November; and, after several other skirmishes on the

heights of Pharon, he remained at Fort PomqJ, till it was found

necessary to destroy the enemy's ships, and to evacuate the town

and harbour of Toulon. He was then ordered to make the best

retreat in his power from the fort.; but, although the French

troops were pouring down in considerable force, and were within

the distance of two musket shots, he stopped to set fire to a train,

which communicated with five hundred barrels of gunpowder.

The explosion blew the fort to atoms ; and, from the situation of

himself .and his men, it was supposed, at a distance, that they had

all perished. Amidst his ardour, however, Lieutenant Brisbane's

judgment had not forsaken him. Himself and .his men were safe;

and, after surmounting many difficulties and dangers, they effected,

their retreat without loss.

Early in 1791, after the evacuation of Toulon, Lieutenant

Brisbane proceeded to Corsica; and, with a hundred men belong-

ing to the Britannia, under his command, landed at St. Fioreuzo.

A number of troops, commanded by Lieutenant-general Dundas,

also effected a landing ; and, on. the night-of the 17th of February,
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as we have stated in our men oir of Lord Hood,* the heights of

Fornelli'were vigorously attacked and carried by assault. + At

the storming of Conventional Hill (one of these heights),

Lieutenant Brisbane was very actively engaged ;
he was also pre-

sent at the capture of two line French frigates, la Minerve and la

Fortunes, of 40 guns each, which were lying off the town.+

The enemy, having been driven into the town of St. Fiorenzo,

vrcre expelled from that also on the 19th, and they then continued

their retreat towards Basfia.

During the siege of that place, which was soon afterwards com-

menced, Lieutenant Brisbane had the honour of serving under

Lord Nelson, who commanded a brigade of seamen on shore, at

the batteries, and of sharing in the extensive variety of services

in which his lordship was at that period engaged. There, was

* See Vol. II. page 39.

t The following remarkable instance of the intrepidity and perseverance

of British seamen, occurred at the attack of 1'ornelli. It was pcrcnivrd

that a rocky-elevation, which was deemed inaccessible near the summit,

commanded the strong tower of Fornelli. Desperate as the attempt was,

a party of seamen volunteered their service to gain the top of this hill, the

approach to which is in many places almost perpendicular. By means of

blocks and ropes they succeeded in dragging three cannon, of the calibre of

18-pounders, with their carriages, up this craggy steep, where <the pieces

were mounted, at the distance of a full mile from the sea. The path along

which these spirited fellows crept, would admit, in most places, only one

person at a time ;
on the right was a descent of many thousand feet; and

one false step would have led to eternity. On the left of the path were

stupendous overhanging rocks, which occasionally served to fix a tackle on,

for the conveyance of the gun. When these sains were directed against

the tower, the enemy were filled with astonishment, and to a constant and

well-directed firokept up from the height, the early surrender of this strong

hold is to be attributed.

* It was found expedient to sihli these ships. La Minerve was after-

wards weighed up by the English, and called the St. Fiorenzo
;
but la For-

tune'e was totally lost.

Lord Ilood, in his official letter, announcing the surrender of Bastia,

speaks very highly of tlie merit of Lieutenant Brisbane. " The lieutenants

Gore, Hothani, Stiles, Andrews, and .Brisbane," says his lordship,
" hive

an nmple claim to mv gratitude; as the seamen under their management

worked the guns with grtnt judgment and alacrity; never was a higher

spirit or greater perseverence exhibited ; -and I am happy to say, that no

other contention was at any time known than who should be most forwrv J

and indefatigable in promoting his majesty's service : for although the dim"-
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even a similarity in his fate ; for, having been entrusted by Lord

Nelson with the command of a small battery, he was dangerously
wounded in the head while at his gun ; a circumstance which

reduced him to the mortifying necessity of being taken on board

the Alcide, one of the ships then lying off the town. Several

pieces of iron were extracted from the wound, which had been,

occasioned by the collision of one of the enemy's shot with

Lieutenant Brisbane's gun. A cure was effected; but his left eye
sustained nearly a total deprivation, of sight.

After remaining six weeks on board the Alcide for his recovery,

Mr. Brisbane rejoined Lord Hotham on board the Britannia, off

Toulon.

Five French line-of-battle ships having soon afterwards assem-

bled in the outer harbour, he proposed a plan to Lord Hood to

burn them. His lordship accepted the offer ; and the command

of the Tarleton, which had been fitted up as a fire-ship expressly

for the occasion, was given to Lieutenant Brisbane. On the

evening when the attempt was intended to be made, the enemy's

fleet came out ; and, Lord Hotham finding it necessary to retire,

the measure was abandoned. Lord Hood, however, entertained

so high an opinion of the merit and practicability of the plan,

that he rewarded its projector by advancing him to the rank of

commander, in the same ship to which he had given him a tem-

porary appointment.

The French squadron having effected its escape into Gourjean

Bay, Captain Brisbane was for some time employed in blockading

it there, under Lord Hotham; after which, he was entrusted with

culties they had to struggle with were many and various, the perfect har-

mony and <;ood humour that universally prevailed throughout the siege,

overcame them all."

Lord Hod also returned his " best thanks" to Captain Nelson, and to

all the officers and seamen employed in the reduction of Bastia,
" for the

indefatigable zeal and exertions," said his lordship,
"

they have so cheer-

fully manifested, in the discharge of the very laborious duties committed to

them, notwithstanding the various difficulties and disadvantages they have

hud to struggle with; which could not have been surmounted but by the

uncommon spirit and cordial unanimity that had been so c -nspicuously

displayed, and which must give a stamp of reputation to their characters

not to be effaced, and will he remembered with gratitude by the commander

in chief to the eud of his life/'
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the command of a small squadron, to protect the trade between

Bastia and Leghorn. In the prosecution of this service he made

several small prizes. *

Captain Brisbane, while commanding the Tarleton, was present

at Lord Hotham's action with the French fleet, on the 14th of

March, 1795
;

* but was soon afterwards removed into the Mozclle,

a much preferable ship.

On the arrival of Lord St. Vincent in the Mediterranean, in the

autumn of 1795, Captain Brisbane was ordered to Gibraltar;

and, after being there some time, was sent to Barbadoes, by
Admiral Man, to convoy two troop-ships. On his passage thi-

ther, he fell in with a Dutch squadron ;
and. conceiving it to be of

more importance to watch their motions', than to proceed on his

original destination, he sent the troop-ships forward, and followed

the enemy, acting upon his own responsibility, till he found that

they were going to the Cape of Good Hope. He then crowded

sail ; and, reaching the Cape, gave the requisite information to

Lord Keith, the coramander-in-chief on that station ; in consc

quence of which, on the 18th of August, 179G, the whole Dutch

squadron, consisting of three ships of the line, two frigates, and

four other vessels, were captured in Saldanha Bay.t

The perseverance of Captain Brisbane, upon this occasion, was

entitled to much praise. From leaving Gibraltar, till his arrival

at the Cape, five months or upwards had elapsed ; and during a

great part of that time he and his crew were on short allowance

of both water and provisions: for a considerable period, indeed,

they had only a pint of water a man per day ;
and must have been

reduced to much less, had they not obtained a supply of rain-water

on the line.

Captain Brisbane was present at the capture of the Dutch

squadron ; and, for his extraordinary exertion in conveying the

important information of their approach, Lord Keith was pleased

to advance him to the rank of post, in the Dutch admiral's ship,

the Dortrecht, of GO guns. Earl St. Vincent also sent him out a

* The particulars ot' this action are given in the ninth volume of the

NAV.U. CIIKOXICLE, page 352, ct seq.

t Vide NAVAL CHEOMCLE, Vol. X. p. 9, et sej,

<&ron, ajol. XX. N
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post captain's commission for the Nemesis,* from which he takes

his =f niority; and he had likewise the satisl'ac ion of receiving the

thanks of ihe Admiralty, for the part which he had taken in the

capture.

Captain Aylmer, of the Tremendous, having been sent to

England with the despatches relating to this successful event,

Admiral Prir^le applied for Captain Brisbane to succeed him ;

and when that officer assumed the chief command on the Cape sta-

tion, as the successor of Lord Koith, he removed him into

rOis.-au frigate, of 86 guns, and sent him to the Rio de la Plata

to cruise.

While thus occupiH, Captain Brisbane fell in with two large

Spanisli frigates, of 38 guns each, one of them bearing a commo-

dore'^ bruad pendant. A severe engagement ensued ; but, not-

withstanding the extraordinary disparity of force, 1'Oiseau had the

good fortune to beat both her opponents off. It should not pass

unnoticed, that, while 1'Oiseau had only 36^ twelve-pounders, each

of the Spanish frigates liad 38 eighteen-pounders.

By this unequal conflict, FOiscau was so much disabled, as to ba

under the necessity of returning to the Cape for repairs.

Captain Brisbane was then removed into the Dortrecht, and

scut to St. Helena with a convoy. While there, his fortitude and

presence of mind were put to a severe test. The news of the

general mutiny of 1797 having reached that island, the crew of the

Dnrtrecht, inspired by the same baleful spirit which had diffused

itself throughout the royal navy, rose upon their officers, and

menaced them with general dotruction. The utmost promptitude

and vigour became necessary ; and, seizing one of the ring-leaders,

Captain Brisbane placed a halter about his neck, and, apparently,

was proceeding to immediate execution. His object, however,

being only to inspire terror, and to convince the crew that he was

not to be intimidated, he relaxed from the threatened infliction of

justice; but, while the cord was yet round the culprit's neck, he

solemnly declared to him, that, if he ever again ventured -to opea
his mouth against his king or country, or in disobedience to the

commands of his officers, the yard-arm should inevitably be his

portion.

* Dated July W, 1796.
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Tliis imperative proceeding, on the part of Captain Brisbane,

shook the guilty resolutions of the mutineers ; and, by a con-

tinued firmness, they were happily reduc'-J to '. souse of their

duty.

The mutiny having also broken out at the Ope, Admiral

Pringle sent a 20-gun ship down to St. Helena, expressly to request

the return of Captain Brisbane, that he might take the command

of the Tremendous ; the crew of that ship having risen upon their

officers, and turn d their captain on shore.*

Captain Brisbane immediately complied with the wishes of his

commandcr-in-chief. Remaining with Admiral Pringle, in the

Tremendous, till the recall of that officer in 1798, he then re-

turned to England with him in the Crescent.

During tli,- period that Earl Spencer presided at the Admiralty,

* It was on bourd the. Tremendous that the mutiny first made its

appearance at the Cape of Good Hope. The crew, charging Captain Ste-

phens, her commander, with cruelty and misconduct, at first threatened to

bring him to a court-martial, composed of members chosen from amongst
the mutinous delegates. Captain Stephens, feeling this as an imputation

uoon his honour and character as an officer, afterwards requested a court-

martial upon tus conduct, which was accordingly held on board the Scep-

tre, in Table Bay, and he was honourably acquitted.

For a time, the mutineers, having obtained a pardon, returned to their"

duty ;
but the flame having been only smothered, not extinguished, it burst

forth again with redoubled violence, extending to the Sceptre, and to some

other ships. A council was immediately held ou shore, wherein it was

wisely determined by Lord Macartney, i.he governor, Admiral Pringlc, and

(Jener.il Dundas, to use force, and the most decisive measures, for quelling

it, ami bringing the ringleaders to punishment: all the batteries were

instantly manned, and upwards of 100 pieces of cannon were loaded and

pointed at -the Tremendous, the admiral's ship, on Ivurd which the

mutiny was at the greatest height: the furnaces *ere heated, and red hot

balls were prepared to fire on her as she lay at anchor o<F the Amsterdam

battery, if the mutineers should refuse to deliver up the delegates, with the

ringleaders, and not return to obedience. A proclamation was i-siied at

.seven o'clock in the morning, and only two hours woe allowed for the

mutineers to deliberate whether they would accept the lenns offered. Tea

minutes before the expiration of the time "ranted, the mutineers finding

that it was positively determined to sink the rremendous, in case 01 refusal,

hoisted the flag of submission onboard that ship, which was immediately
followed by all the others. The delegates were L,ive:i up, numy of ihem

were executed, others were severely flugged, and good Oi-ucv uu

were once more restored on board the fleet.
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Captain Brisbane was, for a short time, upon half-pay ; but,

when Lord St. Vincent, who was well versed in the art of selecting

able and spirited officers, took the helm, he was appointed to the

Doris frigate, of 38 guns. In that ship, under the orders of Ad-

miral Cornwallis, he was invested with the command of a squa-

dron of frigates, to watch the motions of the French fleet in Brest

harbour.

Zealous for the honour o.f the service, and anxious to perform

some act that might add to his professional fame, Captain Bris-

bane, while thus employed, took an opportunity of entering the

harbour, and of rowing round the enemy's fleet, to ascertain whe-

ther its destruction might be practicable. Conceiving it to be so,

with that fertility of expedient by which he has always been

distinguished, he formed a plan for burning the ships in the har-

bour. This plan he proposed to Admiral Cornwallis, by whom ;t

was accepted ; but, in consequence of some difficulties which arose,

in the appointment of pincers for carrying it into effect, the

attempt was not made. It is deserving of remark, that this was

the second disappointment, of a similar nature, which Captain

Brisbane had sustained.

The gallant exploit of cutting the French national ship la Che.

vrctte out of Camaret Bay, with the boats of the Doris, Beaulieu,

and Uranie, in July 1801,* is yet fresh in the recollection of the

public; but jt is here very proper to state, that the plan of that

enterprise, and the orders for its execution, emanated solely from

Captain Brisbane. Admiral Cornwallis, who liberally compli-

mented him on the " zeal and enterprise
" which he had shewn,

while on the Brest station, justly observed, that the daring exploit

of cutting out la Chevrette appeared to him to stand as high, in

point of credit to his majesty's arms, and of glory to those brave

officers and men Mho achieved it
?
as any of the kind ever per.

formed. +

* ride NAVAL CHROKICLE, Vol. VI. pau;es 61, 73, and 74.

t Tlie credit due to the accomplishment of this almost unprecedented

enterprise was, fur a considerable time, given to Lieutenant Losack, who
had been sent from the admiral's ship to conduct the boats; but " Lieutenant

Maxwell, ot' the Beaulieu frigate, was the officer who in fact commanded
the intrepid party that cut la Chevrette out of Camaret Bay. This fact, in

consequence of those circumstances, was not at first communicated to

Admiral Cornwallis, but as soon as it \vas made known to him, he ordered
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The peace of Amiens having rendered Captain Brisbane's services

in the Channel no longer necessary, he wont round (o Spithcad,

where he was appointed to the Trent, of oG guns, and ordered to

the West Indies. WliHe there, he was removed, first into the

Sans Pareil, of -SO guns, and afterwards into the Goliath, of 74.

At the commencement of the present war, while watching the

Operations of the French in the West Indies, Captain Brisbane

Captured la Mignonne, a remarkably fine fast-sailing corvette, of

16 guns and 80 men, under the batteries of St. Domingo.* On
the same evening, one of his boats took a small French schooner5

Jaden with sugar, and having 3,47G dollars on board.

Some time afterwards, the Goliath returned to England with a

convoy. On her passage, she was overtaken by a violent hurri-

cane, which threatened the whole convoy with destruction. The

Calypso sloop of war, and one of the merchantmen, sunk, and the

Goliath was in imminent danger of suffering the same fate. In

^dditioji to these misfortunes, twenty-one sail of the convoy were

dismasted, and the total loss of many of them was apprehended;

a court of inquiry to be betel on board the Mars, on the 9th of August,

1801, to investigate the affair. Thu result of the investigation fully satis-

fied the gallant admiral that the chief merit of the achievement was due to

Lieutenant Maxwell ; who shortly afterwards ifcceived a very flattering

letter from him, enclosing u commission as master and cqmmander, which

Lord St. Vineeut had transmitted in the most handsome manner, and in u

v, ay peculiar to himself, as a reward for his distinguished bravery." (a)
Lieutenant Losack, so far from being entitled t:> tl.e credit of the capture

G? la Chevrette, was not even present at the time when she was hoarded.

Ue had goije, with a part of the force, in chase of a boat from the shore;

ijiid, not returning within the expected time, Lieutenant. Maxwell found

himself under the necessity of taking the command, and leading the boats

into the harbour; otherwise the attempt must have been deferred, with

inuch less probability of success. When Mr. Losack returned, the Che-

vrette hnd not only been boarded, but the eauagement had lasted upward
1
;

of two hours; the ship had been drifted out of the harbour, quite clear of

the batteries; ami, having been twice threatened that they should receive

no quarter if they continued to fire from below, the men had surrcudoi'od

themselves prisoners of war.

* On the 23th of June, 1803. Vide NAVAL CHRONICLE, Vol. X. p. 334.

(n) 1 ide an " Authentic Narrative cfthc cutting out <>/' the French

la Chevrette, ct-c." in the Tilth volume of the NAVAT, Cnno\-ir.i,K, pagi- ,Sj9, ct

.-7. In the same volume, piigt 216, arc given some anecdotes relating to that

achievement.
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but, by the most assiduous attention, on the part of Captain.

Brisbane, he had the satisfaction of bringing them all safe to port.

Remaining in the Goliath, Captain Brisbane fitted that ship out,

after her return to England, and went oft" Rochefort, to watch the

motions of a first rate line-of-battle ship, which was then lying in

ihat harbour. Having rowed roand, and reconnoitred the enemy,
he pledged himself to Captain Durham, who was sharing with him

the service of the blockade, that if he would let him have two hun-

dred and fifty of his men, to join with two hundred and fifty of

his own from the Goliath, he would board the Frenchman, and

bring him out. Captain Durham, however, did not feel himself

authorised to take such a step without orders ; and, consequently,

Captain Brisbane was unable to carry his plan into effect.

While on the Rochefort station, the Goliath was again in immi-

nent danger of being lost. Suddenly taken by a violent gale in

the night, she was driven within two leagues of the rocks, where

she was under the necessity of coming to an anchor, v/ith all sails

standing. In the morning, so extremely perilous was her situation,

that, to prevent her from being dashed to pieces amongst the

rocks, Captain Brisbane found himself reduced to the hazardous

alternative, of cutting her cables, and running into an enemy's

port. Fortunately he effected this in safety, and brought her to

an anchor just out of the reach of the batteries of the Pertuis

d'Antioche.*

Another disaster which befell Captain Brisbane, while in the

command of the Goliath, was that of fracturing two of his ribs,

and dislocating his arm. This accident was occasioned by the

breaking of the man-rope, just as he was stepping over the

ship's side,

In the spring of 1805, Captain Brisbane was appointed to the

Arethusa, of 38 guns ; and, having fitted her out, at the latter end

of the- year he proceeded in her to the West Indies, with a convoy.

On their passage thither, the convoy fell in with a French

squadron, of five sail of the line and three frigates, by which they

were nearly surrounded, and every one expected to be taken.

By the judicious arrangements of Captain Brisbane, however, in

* The Pertuis d'Antioche is a strait, or narrow part of the sea, between

the Isle of lit and the Isle of Oltroii.
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the prompt and active display of signals, and in other exertions,

they were all rescued from the impending danger, and carried

safc-ly to Barbadoes, their destined port.

His exertions, however, in protecting the convoy, were not the

only part of his conduct which was deserving of praise. It was on.

the morning of December the 16th, that the French squadron was

first discovered ; and, at night, when the enemy had left off chasing,

Captain Brisbane despatched the Wasp sloop to Ilochefort, Ferrol,

Cadiz, and Gibraltar, to give the requisite information to the

commanders on those stations. He also ordered the Boadicea

frigate to keep sight of the enemy ; and, in the event of falling in

with any men of war, to send them immediately to Admiral Corn-

wallis. Shortly afterwards, falling in with the Active frigate,

Captain Brisbane sent her also to watch the motions of the enemy,
and despatched the Boadicea directly to Admiral Cornwallis.*

From Barbadoes, the Arcthusa proceeded to Jamaica, and was

afterwards employed in cruising off the Havanna, where, at

different times, she made prize of several trading vessels, f

On this station, an accident happened to the Arcthusa, which,

had it not been for the greatest exertions on the part of her officers

and crew, would in all probability have proved fatal. Early in the

year 1806, she, by some means, ran on shore among the Colora-

do^;! and it was not until after twelve hours of severe and unre-

mitting labour, in the course of which all her gum were obliged to

be thrown overboard, that she was got off, and cleared from

danger.

A circumstance occurred immediately after this accident, which

* Some interesting particulars of the Arethnsi's passage to Barbadoes,

are given in the XVth volume of the NAVAL CHRONICLE, page 302, in an

extract of u letter from an ofiicer on board that frigate.

f A letter from another officer belonging to tin; Aretluisa, dated at sea,

April 9, 1806, and inserted in the XVth volume of the NAVAL CHRONICLE

page 4F2, states that they had taken ten pri/ccs in the course of nine weeks.

* The Colorados are a numerous cluster of small islands, or rocks, near

the north-west coast of the islaad of Cuba. The reason of the Arethusa's

getting on shore amongst them has never, we believe, been satisfactorily

ascertained. While some are disposed to impute bh.me to tlie officer of

the watch, at the time when the accident happened, others contend, that,

as the currents are very variable in those seas, the ship might have been

carried nearer to the land by them than WHS expected, and that the accident

might have befallen the most careful officer.

9
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served to place the dauntless bravery of the Arethusa's crew HI

the most conspicuous light. In working up to the Havanna, she

fell in Avith a Spanish line-of-battle ship, an object at all times of

greatly superior force to a frigate : confident in his men, however,

although without a gun, Captain Brisbane immediately tamed the

ship's company up ;
told them, that it was his determination to>

lay the enemy on board ;
and that, in the attempt to carry her,

they should be led by their officers. Three cheers, from every

man upon deck, was all the answer that these brave fellows gave

to their captain. All possible sail was then made by the Arethusa,

but, unfortunately, the enemy stood for the Moro Castle, and it

was found impracticable to reach her, before she had got under the

guns of that fort.*

Captain Brisbane, disappointed in his intention of boarding the

Spaniard, returned to Jamaica, to get fresh guns on board, and to-

refit; after which, he was ordered again to cruise oft' the Havanna,

and to blockade the line-of-battle ship which had effected her

escape into that port.

Soon after he had resumed his station, a bad fever broke out in

the Arethusa ; in consequence of which he was obliged to make

for Bermuda, to recover the health of his men. However, before

that desirable object had been effected, Captain Brisbane learned,

tliat a French squadron was in those seas : and, imparting his

intention to Captain Lydiard, of the Anson, he immediately sailed

with him in the pursuit of the enemy. They had not the luck to

fall in with them ; but the whole squadron was soon afterwards

dther taken or destroyed by Sir J. T. Duckworth, off St.

Domingo, t

* The Moro Castle is situate on the eastern side of the entrance into

the Havanna. It is built in the form of a triangle, fortified with bastions

and mounted with 40 pieces of cannon, almost level with the water. On
the opposite side of the channel lies another stn.ng fort, called the

1'untal, joining to the town, which is situate to Hie westward of the entrance

of the L'irbour, and is surrounded l>y ramparts, bastions, ancl ditches.

Besides these fortifications, there are many other forts and platforms, all

of them furnished with artillery, even to profusion.

A view of the Havanna, from a drawing hy Mr. Pocock, with a descrip-

tive account of that town and harbour, is given in the XVlIIth volume of

the NAVAI. CHRONICLE, page 39 .'.

t Vide NAVAL CHRONICLE, Vol. XV. pa^es 242, 234
; 386, and 450;

Vol. XVI. page 189; and Vol. XVIIL.jjage 18.
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Resuming his station off the Havanna, with the Anson under his

orders, Captain Brisbane was not long \vithoiit an opportunity of

increasing the fame which he had already acquired. At day-break,

on the morning of the 23d of August, 1S06, he discovered a sail,

which afterwards proved to be the Pomona, a Spanish frigate, of

38 guns, from Vcra Cruz. When Captain Brisbane first per-

ceived her, she was within two miles of the Moro Castle, standing

for the Havanna, under a press of sail. He immediately made the

signal to Captain Lydiard, of his design to lay t'.c enemy on board,

as soon as he should come up with her
; but, aware of his inten-

tion, the Pomona bore up, having been joined by twelve gun-boats

from the Havanna, and anchored within pistol-shot of a castle

which mo'inted sixteen thirly-six pounders, in three fathoms and

a half water. Not deterred by the formidable line of defence

which was tlms presented, Captain Brisbane, supported by the

Anson on his larboard bow, anchored the Arethusa close along-

side the Pomona, in only one foot more water than she drew. The

action immediately became general, and, in thirty-five minutes, the

Pomona struck her colours; three of the gun-boats having been

blown up, six snk, and three driven on shore on the breakers.

Notwithstanding the severe fire from the castle, the prize was

instantly taken possession of. The castle, by firing red-hot shot,

set fire to the Arethusa ; but the flames were speedily extinguished ;

and the castle itself, in which a quantity of specie, belonging to the

King of Spain, had been landed from the Pomona, soon altervvards

fell by a terrific explosion.

In the course of the action, Cap fain Brisbane was wounded in

the knee; but, though he suffered excruciating pain, he refused to

quit the deck, till victory had decisively proclaimed herself in

favour of the British flag. The total loss of the Arethusa upon
this occasion, amounted to two killed, and thirty-two wounded.

Vice-admiral Dacres, in his official letter to the Admiralty,

announcing the capture of the Pomona, justly observed, that

" the success attending this bold enterprise, Captain Brisbane was

well entitled to, for the promptness and derision wi'h which he

anchored in such >hoa! water, to attack a force of such magnitude."*

* The orhrial details respecting the capture of the Pomona, are given in

the XVIdi volume of the NAVAL CHRONICLE, pages 503 and 504.

. cioi. XX. o
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The Pomona havin or been completely secured, Captain Brisbane

took her in tow, and carried her into Jamaica ;
after which bt-

was despatched, by the comniamler-in-chief, with a squadron of

frigates, TOiisisring of the Arc.thusa, Latona, Anson, and Fisgard,

to reconnoitre the island of Curacoa, and to ascertain, if possible,

-whether the inhabitants were dL-poscd towards an alliance with

this country.

It Avas on the 1st of January, 1807, that this little squadron

arrived off Curacoa. No orders whatever had been given to

attack the island; but, having perfectly ascertained the situation

of the place, Captain Brisbane formed a plan for carrying it by a

coup dc main ; and, imparting his intention to the respective cap-

tains under him, with a zeal for the service, which would have

done honour to the character of a Nelson, taking the sole respon-

sibility of the act upon himself, he led his squadron into the har-

bo'ir, in close order of battle, passing the formidable line of sea

batteries, by which its entrance was protected, and came to an

anchor. It is \vell deserving of remark, that, previously to this,

and unknown to their officers, the men, participating in the spirit

of their gaftant leader, had1

arranged themselves for attack ; and,

when beat to quarters, they were found with the words,
u Vic-

tory or Death," chalked upon their caps ! As an additional sti-

mulus, Captain Brisbane instantly put on his dress uniform, and

proceeded as we have already stated. " The harbour," as Cap-

tain Brisbane describes it, iir his official letter,*
" was defended

by regular fortifications, of two tier of guns, Fort Amsterdam

alone consisting of sixty-six pieces of cannon
; the entrance only

fifty yards wide, athwart which was the Dutch frigate Hatslar, of

SO guns, and Surinam, of 22, with two large schooners of war,

one commanded by a Dutch commodore
;
a chain of forts was on

Mislelmrg commanding height ; and that almost impregnable

fortress, Fort Republique, within the distance of grape shot,

enfilading the whole harbour." \

The enemy, as we have observed in our Memoir of Captain

Lydiard, were panic-struck at such unexpected gallantry, and all

* Vide NAVAL CHRONICLE, Vol. XVII. page 1<?3.
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was confusion.* The pacific notification of Captain Brisbane

that the British squadron was there to protect, not to conquer; to

preserve to the inhabitants their lives, liber?}, and property nut

being attended to, a severe and destructive cannonade commenced;

the frigate, sloop, and schooners were carried by boarding; aud

the lower forts, and the citadel and town of Amsterdam, were

taken by storm. All this was accomplished in only three quarters

of an hour. In the progress of this service, Captain Brisbane, the

hero of the scene, seemed to " ride upon the whirlwind to direct

the storm." He was the first man who boarded the Ilatslar fri-

gate, that lay athwart the harbour. He pulLd the Dutch colours

down with his own hands ; and th^n, followed by about four-and-

twenty men, he instantly proceeded to the shore, where he also was

the first man, at the storming of Fort Amsterdam, the colours 01

which he likewise struck with his own hands. The latter achicv-

mcnt will appear the more extraordinary, when it is staled, that

the fort was garrisoned by two hundred and seventy-five regular

troops As soon as he had got possession, Captain Brisbane

made his way to the governor, and told him, that precisely five

minutes were, allowed for him to decide upon surrendering. The

governor requested half an ho:ir; alleging, that a shorter time

icould not save his head in Holland. Captain Brisbane pulled out

his watch, a;id assented to thu time required. At the expiration

of the half hour, he entered the council-chamber, where the

governor and council were assembled, and inquired whether they

had made up their minds to surrender the inland and its depen-

dencies to the crown of Britain. The governor immediately pre-

sented a paper, containing preliminary articles of capitulation)

placing the island in the pos.^ision of his majesty ;
t<> the whole.

of which, with one exception,
'

Captain Brisbane agreed.

By ten o'clock, the British fr.ig w;is hoisted on Fort Keptib-

lique; the whole of the island, defended by 1,-JOO militia, besides

* Vide XAVAF, Ciiiioxiti.r, VoU X!X. pftC 450. ^DMIC- sutvlitimwl p;i'-

tieulnre, of considerable interest, rop<vtii>'.: the ensure oi C'um^oa, will

also bo found in our Memoir ofCaptain I.y.liard.

t " Article VI. All the merchants' VOM Is \vith rhrir c:ir^ >cv in th?

hrjrbonr, of whatsoever nati.m they bcloii'j, to, '-tut!' bt in t!m pov>e-siun uf

their proper owners. An-,wer Not grunted."
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a considerable number of regular troops, having been reduced, and

brought into the quiet possession of the English, by a force not

exceeding 800 effective men, in Jess than four hours.

The splendour of this achievement might well excite the astonish-

ment of the commattder-'n-chicf
; who, it is said, had calculated,

that no less a force than ten sail of the line, and 10,000 land

forces, would be necessary for the capture of the island which had

been thus subdued by a mere handful of men.*

Vice-admiral Dacres, in his official despatches, announcing the

event to government, thus handsomely expressed his approbation

of the gallant conduct of the captors :

" Whilst I contemplate the" immense strength of the harbour of Amster-

dam, and the superior force contained in its different batteries opposed to

the entrance of the frigates, I know not how sufficiently to admire the

decision of Captain Brisbane in attempting the harbour, and the deter-

mined bravery and conduct displayed by himself, the other three captains,

and all the officers and men under his command : and is another strong

instance ol the cool and determined bravery of British seamen."

Immediately after the capture, Captain Brisbane proceeded to

disarm the mi'itia a most politic measure, considering the very

slender state of the British force and to administer to the inha-

bitants of the island the oath of allegiance to his Britannic

majesty. The Dutch governor having refused to take that oath,

Captain Brisbane constituted himself his successor, pro tempore,

and assumed the functions of government accordingly.

Under the idea of retaining the government of Curacoa, Vice-

admiral Dacres having very warmly recommended him to that

post,-r and anxious, as his majesty's representative, to make a

favourable impression upon the minds of the inhabitants, Captain

Brisbane furnished the government house anew, in a style suitable

to his office and dignify. In a short lime, however, his majesty's

* The entire loss of' the British was only three seamen killed, and four-

teen wounded. Two of the former, usid rive of the latter, belonged to the

Arethnsa.

i The vice-ad,"mral, in his official letter, says :

"
Captain Brisbane

being from his situa.ion obliged to act as governor, I have, as an acknow-

ledgment and high approbation of his conduct, continued him in that

solution until his majesty's pleasure shall be known; and request, in the

s
j

:- nj;c;-i manner, that their lordships will be pleased to recommend him

f^r that appointment."
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ministers thought proper to nominate Sir James Cockburn, Bart.

as his successor ; a circumstance by which Captain OrUbanc sus-

tained a very heavy pecuniary loss*

But his services were not overlooked by his sovereign, who was

graciously pleased to present him with a gold medal, and to con-

fer upon him the order of knighthood, in honour of the pro-

fessional gallantry which he had displayed.*

His majesty was also pleased, as an especial mark of his royal

favour, to gra"t him the following

"
License, to bear an Honourable Augmentation to his Armorial

Ensigns,, together with Supporters.

" GEORGE the Third, by the Grace of God of the United Kingdom of

Great Britain and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, &c. To our

Right Trusty and Right Entirely Beloved Cousin Charles Duke of Norfolk,

Karl .Marshal, and our Hereditary Marshal of England, Greeting; Whereas

We, taking into our Royal Consideration the great Zeal, Courage, and

Perseverance of our Trusty and Well-beloved Charles Brisbane, L-.squire, a

Post Captain in our Navy, ana Senior Qfh'cer of the Squadron of our Ships,

to which the Island of Curacao t and its Dependencies surrendered on the

first day of January lust, iiiatniestcd by him on various occasions, and more

particularly in the Capture of the said Island, have been graciously pleased,

by a Patent, under the Great Seal of our United Kingdom, to testify our

Roval .Approbation of his Meritorious Conduct, by conferring upon him the

Honour of Knighthood, and being desirous that Our Sense of sucli his

Distinguished Services should be especially commemorated by certain

Honourable Armorial Eusign4, allusive to the Capture of the said Island,

KNOW YE i Hfcp.i FORT, ti,at We, of Our Princely Grace and Special

favour, have given and granted, and by these Presents do give and grant

* Sir Charles Brisbane's patent of knighthood is dated on the 18th of

April, 1KO?.

i This is the orthography adopted in all the Dutch records; but, in the

progress of the ii'cmoir, e have preferred adiier.ng to the generally
-

accepted mode of spelling. ED.
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ut:to him, the said Sir Charles Brisbane, our Royal Licence and Authority,

that he may bear to the Armorial Ensigns used by his Family (being a

Cl-ieveron between three Cushions) the Honourable Augmentation follow-

ing : that is to say,
" A Chief, embattled thereon a Ship of NVar under Sail

between two Castles; and, for an additional Crest, Out of a Naval Crown
an Ann embowed, grasping a Sword, and from the Hand a Medal sus-

pended by a Ribbon, and the Motto Curasao," to be borne by him, the

said Sir Charles Brisbane, and his Descendants: And although the Pri-

vcledge of bearing Supporters be limited to the Peers of Our Realm, the

Kiilglus of our Orders, and the Proxies of Princes of Our Blood at

Installations, except in such Cases wherein, under particular Circum-

stances, We have been pleased to grant Our Especial Licence for the U>c

thereof; yet in order to give a further Testimony of Our Particular Appro-
bation of the Services of the said Sir Charles Brisbane, Vv

r
e are desirous of

allowing him to bear, and do accordingly grant unto him, for Supporters to

- his Arms, On the Dexter side a British Sailor, and on the Sinister a British

Marine, habited and accoutred, to be borne by him the said Sir Charles

Brisbane, the whole as in the Painting hereunto annexed, the same being
first duly exemplified, according to the Laws of Arms, and recorded in the

Heralds' Office ; otherwise this Our Licence and Permission to be void and

of none effect. Our Will and Pleasure therefore is, that you Charles Duke
of Norfolk, to whom the Cognisance of Matters of this Nature dctli pro-

ptrly belorg, do require and command, that this Our Concession and

Especial Mark of Our Royal Favour be registered in our College of Anns.,

to the end that Our Officers of Arms, and all others upon occasion, may
taiie full Notice, and have knowledge thereof: And for so doing, this shall

he your Warrant. Given at Our Court at St. James's, this Thirtieth Day
of November, 180?, in the Forty-eighth Year of our Reign.

By His Majesty's Command,

^_^S
In commemoration of his gallant conduct, the House of Assem-

bly of the island of Jamaica presented Sir Charles Brisbane with

a handsome sword, accompanied by an appropriate address : and,

after his return to England, he had the pleasure of receiving a

similar compliment from that admirable and truly praise-worthy

institution, the Patriotic Fund at Lloyd's.

On quitting the government of Curacoa, Sir Charles Brisbane

returned to Jamaica \ and, after remaining some time upon that
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station, in his old ship the AreihuF.i, the command of \vhich he

>lill retains, he brought home a rich convoy, several of the ships

belonging to which were laden with specie.

Conceiving himself to have some farther claim upon his country,

for the services which he has performed, for the wounds which he

has received, and for the uncompeusated expenses which he neees.

sarily incurred, in performing the duties of governor, in the island,

of Curacoa, Sir Charles has recently, since his return to England,

delivered in the following memorial to the king in council :

Memorial of Sir Charles Brisbane, Knt. a captain in his majesty's

navy ; setting forth his services ;
the wounds which he has

received, in various actions with the enemy ; and the heavy

expenses which he incurred, iu his capacity of governor of the

island of Curacoa; and praying a pension.

TO THE KING'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY IX COUNCIL.

The Memorial of Sir Charles Brisbane, Knl. a Captain in your Majesty's

royal Nary,
" Moat humbly shczoelh,

" That your majesty's memorialist, the son of the late Admiral Brisbane,

h:is served twenty-eight years in the royal navy; as Midshipman, in your

majesty's ships Alcicle, Hercules, Thorn, Druid, Powerful, Weasel, Colossus,

and Brunswick, from the your 1780 to the year 1790; as lieutenant, iu the

IJrunstvick, Spitfire, Mrleaser, and Tarleton, from 1790 to 1793; as com-

mander, in the Tarleton and Mozellc, from 1793 to 1795 ; and as post

captain, in the Tremendous, 1'Oiseau, Nemesis, Dortrechr, Doris, Trent,
Sans Pareil, Goliath, and Arethusa, from 1795 to the present time.

" That yo:ir majesty's memorialist served in the Hercules, commanded

by Captain (the present Admiral) Savage, in Lord Rodney's memorable

action on the I'Jth of April, iTS^; that he was there severely wounded in

the hack, and was under the necessity of being taken below, but returned

to his ;;osr; and that, co highly did Admiral Savage approve his conduct,

during the- whole or' the ;t, that he furnished him with a cci-

titicatc, which afterwards was the means of obtaining fjr him a lieutenant's

commission.
" That your majesty's memorialist, from the severity of the wound

aboVe-mentioned, remained in a crippled state for upwards of nine

months.
"

That, subsequently to the peace of 1783, your majesty's memorialist

served three years and a half in the Druid
;

in the course of which time he

was repeatedly employed in the capture of smugglers, ana in otherwise pro-

tecting your majesty's revenue.
'* That your majesty's memorialist having received an appointment as

lieutenant, in the Meleager, commanded by Captain ,'the present Admiral)
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Tyler, he proceeded to the Mediterranean in that ship, in the year 1793,
and was constantly employed there, in various sea and shore services, land-

ing of cannon, c. during the attack, surrender, and evacuation of Toulon,
and the capture of tne island of Corsica.
" That your majesty's memorialist was removed from the Melenger into

the Britannia, the flag-ship of Admiral Lord Hotham
;
and that a tew days

afterwards he was appointed by Lord Hood to the command of Fort

Pomet, one of the most dangerous out-posts in the neighbourhood of

Toulon.
"

That, after having been engaged in various skirmishes, on the Heights

of Pliaron, your majebty's memorialist remained at Fort Pomet, till it was

found necessary to evacuate Toulon
;

that he was then ordered to make his

retreat from the fort; but thar, although the French troops were pouring

down, and not at more than two musket-shots distance, he stopped to set

fire to a train, communicating with five hundred barrels of gunpowder,

which, in exploding, blew the fort to atoms; after which, amidst many
difficulties and dangers, he effected his retreat in safety.

" That in the year 1794, after the evacuation of '1 union, your majesty's

memorialist proceeded to Corsica; that he effected ;i landing at St. Fiorenzo,

with a hundred seamen under his command ; that he was personally

engaged at the storming of Conventional Hill ; that he was present at, aud

assisted in, the capture of two French frigates ;
and that he went through

all the extensive variety of services in wliich Lord Xelson was engaged at

that period.
" That your majesty's memorialist was removed from St. Fiorenzo to

Bastia, where he was appointed to the command of a small battery, by
Lord Nelson; that, while emplovfd at his gun, he received a severe and

dangerous wound in his head, which has nearly deprived him of the sight of

his left eye; and that, in consequence of the severity and danger of the

wound, he was under the necessity of being taken on board your majes-

ty's ship Alcide, where he was confined six weeks; at the expiration of

which he returned to Lord Hotham's ship, the Dma-mla.
" That shortly after your majesty's memorialist had rejoined the Bri-

tannia, off Toulon, five French linc-of-hattle ships having assembled in the

outer harbour, he proposed a plan to Lord Hood to burn them ;
that his

lordship having accepted the offer, the Tarleton was fitted up, as a fire-ship,

expressly for the purpose, and the command of her given to yimr majesty's

memorialist; that, in the evening when the service was to be attempted,
the enemy's fleet came out, Lord Hotham found it necessary to retire, and

your majesty's memorialist was thereby prevented frc-n carryii g 1,1* plan
into effect

; but that Lord Hood was so fully satisfied of its merits, and

practicability, that he was pleased to reward his iis?iduity and zeal, by pro-

moting him to the rank of commander, in the Tarli ;.,n.

" That your majesty's memorialist was afterwards employed in block-

ading the same French squadron, in die bay of Gourjean, whither they
had effected their escape from Toulon.

" That your majesty's memorialist was next appointed to the command
of a small squadron, for the purpose of protecting the trade between Bastia

9
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nncl Leghorn, in the prosecution of which service he made several small

prizes.

'I'hat your majesty's memorialist was shortly afterwords removed into

the Mozcllc sloop, in which, on Iv.irl St. Vincent's arrival in the Medi-

terranean, he was ordered to Gibraltar; that, from Gibraltar, he was

despatched, by Admiral Man, to proceed to Harbadocs, with two troop-

shifts; that, on their passage, he fell in with a Dutch squadron; and, con-

ceiving it to he of more importance to watch the mot ons of the enemy,
than to proceed on his original destination, he se'it (.he troop ships forward,

and followed the Dutch squadron, till he ascertained that they were jroin^;

to the Cape of Good Hope; and that he liien iiunicdiafely made sail, and

carried the information to Lord Keith, the commander-in-chief on that sta-

tion; in con?oqucnce of which, the whole of the enemy's squadron, consist-

ing of three ships of the line, two .ri^atus, and f;;ur other vessels, fell into

your majesty's possession, in Saldanha Hay, on the 1Kth of August, 1796.
"

That, from the time of your majesty's memorialist leaving Gibraltar,

till his arrival at the Cape of Good Hopn, a period of five months had

<-l;ipsed, during a considerable part df which, he and his ship's company
were on short allowance ot water and provisions; thut it \v;is in conse-

quence of his taking the responsibility of this service upon himself, that

the Dutch squadror, at the capture of which he was present, fell into the

possession of your ma'*'Stv; that he had t'.ie pleasure of receiving the

thanks of the admiralty lor his services upon this occasion
;
that Lore: oith,

was ;i!so pleased to promote him to the rank of post cap-tain, in the Dutch

admiral's ship, the Dortrecht; and that Karl St. Vmceiu likewise sent hiia

out a commission, from which he dates his rank as post captain, for the

Nemesis.
" That Admiral Pringle, .who succeeded Lord Keith in the command at

the Cap<_- of Good Hope, applied for , )nr majesty's memorialist to be his

captain in the Tremendous; that Admiral Primvj afterwards gave him the

command of I'Oisenu frigate, and sent him to the Rio de la Piata to cruise;

and that, while there, he had a severe action with tv.'o largy .-;>amsh

1'iigates, one of them hearing a commodore's broad pendant, ana vach of

them of greatly superior force to 1'Oiseau
; notwithstanding which, your

Hitijcsry's memorialist had the pood fortune to succeed in beating them off.

" Ihat your majesty's memorialist, having been removed from I'Oiseau

into the Dortrecht, on his P.Una to the Capo of Good Hope, proceeded Co

St. Helena with a convoy; that while at St. Helena, the news reached that

island of tlie general mutiny which had broken out in your majesty's navy
in the year 1707 ;

that the crew of the ortrecht, as of almost every other

ship, rose upon their officers, and threatened them with destruction; but

that, by great and perilous personal exertion, your nnjestv"-; memorialist

happily succeeded in quelling the mutiny, and in reducing the crew of the

Dortrecht to ;x sense of their duly and allegiance to your majesty.
*'

That, after the above event, <our majesty's memorialist was expressly
sent for, by Admiral Prinle, to return to the Cape, and resume the com-
mand of the Tremendous; and thut, having returned, he continued with

&ron, ftoT, XX. t
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Admiral Prihgle, in that ship, till the admiral was recalled, when he cair.P

to England with him in the Crescent.

"
That, previously to the peace of Amiens, your majesty's memorialist

was appointed to the Doris, under Adin-iral Cormvivllis, and was employed,
with a squadron of frigates under his command, to watch the French fleet in

Brest harbour'; that, while so occupied, he took an opportunity of rowiiv

round, and reconnoitring the French fquadVon in the harbour, for the pur-

pose of ascertaining the Lest mode of effecting their destruction; that he

proposed a phm to-' Admiral Cornwallitf to burn them; and that! the admiral

was pleased to accept of the offer; but, in consequence of some difficulties

arising, in r,he appointment o-f officers to carry it into effect, the plan was

not executed
" That it was under the orders of your majesty's memorialist, on the

flight of the 2 J'st of July, 18t>l', that! t!Vc boats nf the Doris, Hoilcau, and>

Uranie, led by I icutcnant Losack, cut the French national ship la Chcvrctte

out ofCahiaret bay.
"

That, after the peace, your majesty's memorialist proceeded to the

West Indies, in the Trent, from which ship he was removed into the Sans

Parei!, and subsequently into the GoSatli.

"
That, at the commencement of the present war, while watching tli3

motions of the French irt the West Indies, your majesty's memorialisS

captured la Mignonne, a large French' corvette, under the batteries of St.

Domingo.
" That your majesty's memorialist afterwards returned to England- with

a convoy ; that, on the passage home, a violent hurricane arose, in which-

the Goliath was in imminent danger of foundering, n-nd in which twenty-

one sail of the conroy were-dismasted, and otherwise damaged; notwith-"

standing which, by the most unremitting exertions on the part of your

majesty's memorialist, he succeeded in bringing them all safe into port.
" That your majesty's mfemoriatist then fitted out the Goliath, and was

some time employed off Rodrefort, iiv watching the motions of a first-rate

line-of-battlc ship.
"

That, while in- the command of the Goliath, your majesty's memorialist

had the misfortune, by the breaking of the man-rope, as he was stepping
over the ship's side, to break two of his ribs, and to dislocate his arm.

" That your majesty's memorialist, having been appointed to the com-

mand of the Arethusa, irt the year 1805, proceeded to the West Indies in

that ship, with a convoy; that, c-jrhis passage out, he fell in with a squadron

of five sail of the tine, ami three frigate's; bnt, although nearly surrounded

by the enemy, by a prompt execution of signals, and other exertions, he

effected the escape of the whole squadron.
"

That, having been to Barbadoes, and to Jamaica, your majesty's

memorialist was, for a considerable time, very actively employed in

cruising off the Ilavanna, where he took several small vessels.

"
That, in consequence of a dangerous fever breaking out on board

your majesty's ship the Arethusa, your majesty's memorialist was under the

necessity of going to Bermuda, to recover the health of his men ; that, while

they were yet only iu a convalescent state, he resumed his station off the
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Havanna, with the Anson, Captain I.ydiar.l, under .his orders; that, at day.

ii&ht on the morning of the '>:id of August, 1800, lie discovered the

Pomona Spanish frigate, of 38 guns, ff tlic Moro Cnstle
; that, communi-

cating his design to Captain J.ydiard, \\c instantly bore down upon the

enemy, with an intention of laying her on board ; that he was prevented
from effecting this, by the Pomona bearing up, and coming- to an anchor

within pistol-shot of a castle mounting sixteen JiG-pounderfc, she having also

been joined by twelve gun-boats from the Ilavanna ; that, supported by

Captain Lydiard, he commenced the attack; and that, after an action o f

thirty-five minutes, notwithstanding the greatly superior force of the cnemv,
lie compelled the Pomona to strike her colours, three of the gun-boats

having been blown up, six sunk, and throe wrecked upon the breakers.
" That your majesty's memorialist: wa, wounded in the knee, during thf

above engagemeut ;
but that, although in excruciating wain, lie never left

the quarter-deck, until the success of your nnjesty's arms was complete.
" That your majesty's memorialist having taken tlie Pomona in tow

he carried her into Jamaica, and was afterwards intrusted, by Vice-admiral

j)acres, with
tli,e

command of a squadron of frigates, to reconnoitre tl:o

inland of Curacoa.
"

That, having formed :: plan for carrying it by a coup-dc-wuin, your

majesty's memorialist, on arriving off that island, on tho 1st of January.

j 307, imparted his arrangements lo the re-ipcotivp captains who vvere under

lib Order*; that, -pas-sing by the formidable line of sea batteries by winch

the entrance is protected, he led bis squadron into the harbour, in close

order of battle, and cauje to an anchor; and that, in less than four hours,
with a force not exceeding 800 em-dive men, l;e accomplished die capture
of Curacoa acd its dependencies, though deftudt-d bv nearly 1,500 soldiers,

and containing 30,000 inhabitant.?.
"

'1 hat your majesty's memorialist was the first man who boarded tho

i hitch frigate Uatslar, whidi lay athwart the harbour of Cura^oa ;
and that,

he himself hauled down tho colours.
'

'J"i.;.t your majesty's memorialist proceeded from the Hatshir to Fort

Amstcrdaqi that, wi;h only about 9A men, he was the first at the

storming of tbat fort, whii-h was deinulfd by ','7.
r
> troops ;

and tljat there

.-.iso he had the honour of hauling down the Dutch colours.
' 1 hat your majesty's memorialist, with tho utmost promptitude,

sccmnlcd and disarmed the militia, and administered the oath of allegiance

fo the inhabitants of the iajaiid of Cur:j<;oa.
" That from the peculiar circumstances under which your majesty's

memorialist found himself placed, he was under the necessity of assuming
the government of the island of Curncoa, pro tcmport ; that Vice-admiral

J);:crc, your majesty's commandi-r-m -chief upon the Jamaica station, in

.(]iprobation of his conduct, was pleased to continue him in the government
till your majesty's pleasure should be known ; and that, a^ a farther mark
jf his approbation, Vice-admiral Dacres requefcted, in his o.Tjci?,! despatches,
that your majesty's lords commissioners of the Adn'.iiulty would be pleased
: i-ecoiumcnd him for thut appointment.
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"
That, as povcrnor of the island of Curncoa, your majesty's memorialist

felt the deepest anxiety to represent your majesty with becoming dignity

and honour; and that, to impress upon the minds of your majesty's newly-

acquired subjects die most exalted idea of the British nation, and of its

beloved sovereign, he incurred a very heavy expense, by furnishing the

government house of Cura^oa in a style suitable to his high station and

office.

" That your majesty has been pleased to present your memorialist with

a gold meclal, and also most graciously to confer upon him the honour of

knighthood, in approbation of his services ; but that the private fortune of

your majesty's memorialist is neither adequate to defray the heavy expenses

which he incurred in the discharge of his duty as governor of the island of

Curacoa, nor to maintain that rank with which your majesty has been so

graciously pleased to honour him.
'

" That your majesty's memorialist therefore humbly pniys, that his

expenses so incurred, and his having been severely wounded three several

times in yrur majesty's service, may be taken into your majesty's most gra-

cious consideration ;
and that your majesty will be most graciously pleased

to grant your memorialist such compensation, as your majesty, in wisdom^

may deem proper and requisite.

When the services recorded in the above memorial arc taken into

consideration, and also that Sir Charles Brisbane has had the mis-

fortune to lose three brothers in the service of their country, it

seems scarcely probable, or consistent with the usual munificence

of his majesty and the British nation, that the prayer of the

memorialist should be rejected.

HERALDIC PARTICULARS.

The first of the family of the Brisbanes, of whom any mention

is made, is Allans de Brysbane, son of William, who obtained a

grant of the lands of Mucherach, in Stirling, from Donald Earl of

Lennox, who lived in the time of King David Bruce, in the

year 1329:

John Brisbane, of Bishopton, sold the lands of Bishopton, and

Wester Rossland (retaining the superiority) to John Walkinshaw,

of (hat ilk, about the year 1706, and purchased the lands of

Kelsoland, in the district of Cunningham, in Ayrshire, from John

Kelso, which, with the lands of Noddale, Knock, c. &c. were

erected into a barony, called Brisbane, by King Charles II. since
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which time the family have designated themselves of that ilk, and

Bishopton.

James Shaw, son of Sir James Shaw, of Billequillet, in Ireland,

marrying the heiress of the Brisbane family, assumed the surname

and arms of Brisbane.

His grandson, Thomas Brisbane, of that ilk, Esq. marrying

Isabella, the youngest daughter of Sir Thomas Nicholson, and

relict of 'ur Alexander Hamilton, of Inncrwick, had issue, 1, Tho-
mas Brisbane, the present representative of that ancient family ;

2, William, in the royal navy ; andy 3, John, the late admiral,
who died in*1807.

Admiral Brisbane had issue, by his wife Mary, still living,

1, John Douglas, captain in the royal navy, drowned in 1782:

2, Thomas Stewart, lie tenant-colonel in the army, killed in

gall mtly defending his king and country at St. Domingo, in 1705
;

3, William Henry, captain in the royal navy, died in 1706;

4, Charles, captain in the royal navy, knighted in 1807, for his

gallant achievement, iu capturing the island of Curacoa ; 5, James,

captain in the royal navy ; and, 6, George, died in 1703. Admiral

Brisbane's daughters are Sarah Isabella, and Hannah Maria.

Sir Charles Brisbane, Knt. married Sarah, one of the daughters
and co-heiresses of Sir James l?atey, late of Reading, in Berkshire,

Knt. deceased ; by whom he has issue, one daughter, Lavinia

Isabella ;
and two sons, Charles Bayley Brisbane, and John

Douglas Brisbane.

Aims. Sable a chcvcron cheque or and gulrs. between tlin-\

ctifLion.i of the second: on a chief EMBATTLED, the honourable

augmentation, as doscribed in the royal sign manual. The
escutcheon of prutrncc for Patcy, viz. per pale embattled a/ure

and gules, a lion rampant crminois, gorged with a collar

gemi'lle vert in chief two pheons argent.
* IU.STS. 1st. Out ol a naval coronet or, an arm ombowed,

grasping a sword ; and from the hand a representation of the gold

medal conferred on him by his majesty, suspended by a riband.

2d. On a wreath of the colours a stork's head erased, holding in

th; mouth a snake, nowed, all proper. In an (-scroll above the

crest, the motto, Ccrtaniinc summo.

SUPPORTERS. On the dexter a sailor, habited and accoutred,

and holding in his exterior hand a cutlass, proper.

On the sinister a marine, habited and accoutred, and support-

ing with his exterior hand his musket, with the bayonet lixcd,

proper.
MOTTO under the arms u

Curasao
1 '

granted by the royal

warrant.
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NAVAL ANECDOTES,
COMMERCIAL HINTS, RECOLLECTIONS,

NANTES IN OURGITE V.iSTO.

SPErCH OF "THE LATE LORD

AT a public dinner, given by the corporation of Monmouth
to Lord Nelson, the Rev. Dr. Nelson, Sir William and Lady

Hamilton, on the 19th August, 1802, Thomas Hollings, Esq.

(mayor of the borough), who presided at the table, gave as a toast

from the chair,
" The health qf Lord Nelson, with thanks to his

lordship for his most important public services."

As soon as the toast had been drunk, and (he company were

seated, his
lordship rose up, and in the most dignified and eloquent

manner, commanding at once the profound attention and respect

of all present, addressed the meeting in the following words :

"
Gentlemen^

" I beg leave to return you my most respectful thanks, for the

honour done me in drinking my health, and also for the acknow-

ledgment of the important public services you are pleased to say I

have rendered my country.
" It was my good fortune to have under my command some of

the most experienced officers in the English navy, whose pro-
fessional skill was seconded by the undaunted courage of British

ailors ; and whatever merit might attach itself to me, I must

declare, that I had only to shew them the enemy, and victory

crowned the standard !

" The British navy has received a large portion of public

applause ; but, however well deserved, it should be told, that the

same valour, and sense of duty, would have marked the conduct

of the British army, had it been placed in such situations as would

have afforded it an equal opportunity of displaying its national

courage ; but it has unluckily happened, that the same good for-

tune, in this instance, did not occur, or we should have had equal

reason for praising its heroism and public services.

" When the English army was sent to Egypt, it was the

opinion of many intelligent characters, that it would be destroyed.

For my own part, I never thought so for wherever British

soldiers have been opposed to those of France, they have uniformly

conquered them.
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CJ In my own person I hare received an overflowing measure

of the nation's gratitude far more than I cither merited or

expected ; because the same success would have crowned the efforts

of any other British admiral, who had under his command such

distinguished officers, and such gallant crew-.
ii And here let me impress it on the mind of every officer in the

service, that to whatever quarter of the globe he may be destined,

whether to the East or West Indies, to Africa or America, the

eyes of his country arc upon him
;
and so lotig as public men, in

public stations, exert themselves in those situations, to fulfil the

duty demanded from them by the public, they will always find the

British nation ready to heap upon them the utmost extent of its

gratitude and its applause."

LOUD NELSON'S PORTRAIT.

IN the assembly room of the Packet Hotel, at Milford Haven,
fhere is a full length picture of the late Lord Nelson, painted by
Leonardus Guzzandie, at Naples, in 1799. The picture was a

present from the late Sir William Hamilton, and is a perfect like-

ness of his lordship, who sat many times to the artist, whose talent

in the performance is eminently displayed. The picture is placed
over the fire-place, and has the following motto in large Italian

capitals :
" Mi Lord Orazio Nelson, erva del secol nostro, a

ninno sccondo, forte, invetto, terorc de' rebelli, destrutore degli

cmpi, difensor de' re, a tutti caro, questa cittude, e il regno,

1'ama, loda, cd ammira." " Lord Horatio Nelson, hero of the

age, surpassed by none, unconquered, a terror to the rebellious,

destroyer of the perverse, defender of kings, dear to all, this city

and the whole kingdom love, praise, and admire him."

GALLANTRY OF A DUTCH PURSER.

A CIRCUMSTANCE of a singular nature occurred during the late

action between the Virginie and Gueldcrland. It was observed

from the Dutch frigate, that the Virginie was prepared to board

her whenever an opportunity offered for that purpose, and a part
of the crew were consequently ready to repel the attempt. The

purser of tho Dutchman, a brave fellow, stood on the gangway.,
sword in hand, animating the men to resistance, and with his arm

raised, in expectation of the effort. While in this attitude, a

cannon ball from the Yirginie took his arm off within a few inches

^ the shoulder ; the dismembered limb fell into tbe hold unheeded.
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and the poor fellow was put under the care of the surgeo'n. Irf

two days afterwards, when the hold was examined and clearing

out, the arm was found, with the sword so firmly grasped in the

hand, that no common force could disengage if
;
and it therefore

became necessary to cut off the fingers to separate the sword and

hand. It was, however, previously shewn to a number of p -^ons,

in order that so extraordinary a fact should be confirmed by s'ronrg

and indisputable testimony. This gallant purser was afterwards

taken on board the Trent flag-ship, and though at first despaired

of, skill and attention changed l>is condition to convalescence, ami

he at length recovered.

EXTUAOllDIXAUV INSTINCT OF PIGEONS.

CAPTAIN CARLETON, a gentleman who served as a volunteer

under Sir Edward Spraggc, in the fleet which M as commanded by

the Duke of Fork, in the year 16/2, relates the following

extraordinary instance of instinct in pigeons, in the memoirs of his

own life, which have recently been re-published :*

< We had on board the London, where, as I have s.iid, I was a

volunteer, a great number of pigeons, of which our commander

was very fond. These, on the first firing of. our cannon, dis-

persed, and flew away, and were seen no where near us during

the fight. The next day it blew a brisk gale, and drove our tleet

some leagues to the southward of the place where they forsook our

ship, yet the day after they all returned safe aboard, not in one

jflock, but in sm 11 parties of four or five at a time. Some persons

at that time aboard the ship, admiring the manner of their return,

and speaking of it with some surprise, Sir Edward Spragge told

them, that he brought those pigeons with him from the Straits ;

and that when, pursuant to order, he left the Revenge man of

war, to go aboard the London, all these pigeons, of their own

accord, and without the trouble or care of carrying, left the

Revenge likewise, and removed with the sailors on board the

London, where I saw them : all which many of the sailors after,

wards confirmed to me. What sort of instinct this could proceed

from, I leave to the curious."

*
Captain Carlcton was in the engagement with De Rimer, May 28.

He describes the French as "
rather spectators than parties" in that

affair; and he does justice to the courage of the Duke (o: which " his owa

were witnesses'') in express term*.



COMMERCIAL HINTS, RECOLLECTIONS, &C. 113

N'tW NAVAL HOSPITAL.

THE Lords of the Admiralty have ordered a royal naval hospital

to be erected upon the Dnnes, Yarmouth, capable of contain. ng

300 patients ;
from plans by Edward Holl, aiclntect, under the

inspector-general of his majesty's naval works.

SUBSTITUTION OF WOOL FOR UUMP.

SIR JOHN SINCLAIR, in his Address to the Board of Agricul-

ture^ delivered on the 7th of June, in the present year, offers the

following remarks :

" The political situation of Europe at this time, the convulsed

state of its commercial relations, and the genetal combination of

the continent against these kingdoms, must necessarily be produc-

tive of cirrumbt:incei in some ''espect unfavourable to the agricul-

ture, and, in other respects to the commerce, of the country.

Among the agricultural productions which the war has tended to

depreciate, that of long wool is one ot the most important, and the

fall in its price has been considerable. An ingenious farmer

(Mr. \V-hitworth, near Doncaster), was (lance led to fry how
far such woo! might be made applicable to the making of sacking,

of ropes, and a variety of other articles, and the plan is likely to

be successful ; in particular, there is reason to believe that wool

will be found peculiarly well adapted to be employed in making
cots or hammocks for our scauien, not boing so liable to take

iire : tents made of wool also mut be better calculated for resist-

ing wet than when ca:iva<s is used for that purpose. By these

jueans a double object may be attained ; that of increasing the

value of our own productions, and of diminishing the consump-
tion of articles imported from a country now unfortunately at

variance with us.

l ' Here it may be proper to observe, that in consequence of an

application from the commissioners of naval revision, the attention

of the Board has been particularly directed to the cultivation of

hemp. Every information upon that subjec', which the record of

the Board could furnish, has been given to that useful institution :

and with a view that the growth of hemp might not interfere with

the production of human food at home, and that its cultivation

might be promoted, in our colonies abroad, premiums have been

u He red to the person who shall cultivate the greatest number of

Cfcron, ttof. XX. Q
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acres (not less tTiati four), with hemp, or drained prat bog, and

to those who shall report to the Board the best means of pro-

moting the cultivation of that article in our American colonies."

CANAL, FOR OPENING A COMMUNICATION BETWEEN ANT-

AVERP AND THE INTERIOR OF GERMANY.

THE following article, under the date of Maestricht, June 10,

1808, is copied from a late Dutch paper : >

" The prefect of the department of the lower Maese, Mr.

tloggieo, on the itli instant, surveyed the works of the new

navigable canal, which is intended to supply the grand northern

canal with water at different stations. This canal is intended to

form a junction between the rivers Scheldt and Maese, and to unite

the latter with the Rhine. The principal object in this enterprise

is, to open a communication between the port of Antwerp and the

interior of Germany, more especially for the conveyance of

colonial produce and timber. The latter will then with great

facility be transported from the Rhine, for the use of the dock-

yard at Antwerp. Although the utmost advantage resulting from

this planed not strike the former governments of the Low Coun-

tries, yet the partial view which they had of its advantages was

sufficient to operate as a stimulus to such an undertaking. The

Spaniards undertook a similar plan in 1625; when they com-

menced their operations by erecting works between the Maese and

the Rhine, the remains of some of which are yet to be seen, and

are distinguished by the name of the Canal of Eugenius. The

grand northern canal, from its junctions with the Scheldt at Ant-

werp, to its exit into the Rhine near Neuse, will measure in length

40 leagues, in the following direction, from Antwerp to Kecrcn-

thals, Loemel, Weert, and Wcnlo. In the vicinity of Wenlo it

Mill intersect the old Eugenian canal ; leaving Guelderland to the

north, it will take its direction towards Zuchtlen, Nears, and

Neuse, and will ultimately fall into the Rhine at Griuilingliausen.

The width of the sluices will be 6 meters, and 60 centi-meters ;

the width of the canal at bottom will be 13 meters, and on the

surface 24 meters ; its depth 2 meters, and 60 centi-meters : the

section between the Maese and the Rhine will be supplied with

water by the river Erit, above Neuse. The course of this canal

differs widely from that of the Eugenian, but it has been preferred

in consequence of its nearer approach to Cologne, and to those

towns on the Rhine which enjoy the greater share of commerce.
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The work commenced about three months ago, under the direction

of Mr. Kajeau, chief engineer of the bridge and high roads, who
has been charged with (he execution of it. The giva' si oi< -. tiion

of the canal between the Scheldt and the Maese is to <be north of

the comnv.nie of Loemel in Campire. The rivulet* which empty
themselves on this elevated plain being in s i!iiicient to suppl) the

point of junction with water, r. course will be had for a supply
to a branch cut into lho> >laese, near the abbey of Hocht, about

half a league from Maastricht ; although originally from the Jarr.

This small branch will also be made navigable, as it is meant to

Continue the section from Hocht to Maestricht.

CAPT.VIN COOK, THE CIIICUMNAY1G.YT.OR.

THE following anecdote of this celebrated navigator, from a

gentleman to whose father (Mr. Sanderson* a shopkeeper, of

Staiths, in Yorkshire)* Cook was bound, before he went to sea,

is related by the author of " The Cruiye:"

" Some money had been missed from the till ; and, to discover

the delinquent, a peculiarly marked shilling was mixed with the

other silver, which was counted : the shilling was taken out by
Cook ; who, on being charged with it, acknowledged that it had

caught his eye, and that he had taken it, but had put another in.

its place. This was found to be true ;
and although the family

were highly respectable, humane, and attached to him, yet the

high spirit of the boy could not brook remaining where he had

been suspected ; he ran away, and it is known afterwards entered

as a cabin-boy in the coal trade."

CORRESPONDENCE.

PRESENT MANAGEMENT AND DISCIPLINE OF THE NAVY.

LETTER VII.

sin,

[>OTII as a professional man and a British subject, I have

been ever warmly attached to the naval service
; and have

always rejoiced when I ha e seen gallant actions meet their merited

reward. I do not think, however, that honorary rewards have

kept pace with gallant achievements.

* Vide Biographical Memoir of Captaiix Cook, NAVAL
Vol. IX. page 3.
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From amongst the highest personages of the kingdom I hare

never seen any thing like a patron to the navy arise to our

assistance ; whilst our equally meritorious brethren of the army
possess in their lists all that is high in rank, from the monarch

downwards ; and I conceive that in consequence, the arrry has

been warmly and highly patronised., whilst the navy has been often

put under the direction of military officers, of no very eminent

experience as soldiers, none at ajl relative to the marine, and no

superlative abiliiies as men. With the judicious., firm, and gentle-

man like administration of Lord Spencer, 1 believe the ki gdom
in general was well pleased, and the navy most perfectly sa?"-

except in the single instance of the conduct of the Board of

Admiralty at the time of the mutiny at Spithoad ; but that

new case.

The. only first lord who appeared warmlv to espouse the cause

of the navy, and to setk it- benefit by good regulations, and

increased pay in some degree of^pr^pprMon to the times. wa. Lord

Melville: he certainly appeared resolved to do us all the good he

could, and endeavoured to understand thu inture of the system

by which we could be managed to the best advantage. Whatever

therefore may have been his lordship's errors elsewhere, he was

certainly sincerely regretted by the navy, at his leaving his seat at

the Admiralty. If 1 am at a loss to name any men who have beai

patrons to the nar
y, it is no wonder th.it a geiieral want of patron,

age has prevailed. I do not mea'i, Mr. ICditor, that sort of

patronage by which boys have made a sudden jump to the com-

mand of-frigates at 17 years of age. or similar exertions of family

or borough influence ;
but that steady guard over our interests-,

which would go hand in hand with the interests and best wishes of

our country ;
which would reward meritorious actions, whether

in a single ship or the greatest fleet, and which would annihilate

all partialities whatever. This patron would take care, that

justice be done by prompt payment of wages and pensions, and,

that no unnecessary forms should cause tedious, vexatious, and

expensive delays to applicants for their just dues at the public

offices.

I have heard the officers of the navy often compared to a rope of

sand ; and although in the most important points, no simile can be

more unjust, for there they may be compared to the best laid cable

in his majesty's service ; yet when we observe how soon they appear

to forget they have ever served in the lower stations, when they

fill the higher, the malicious have some little reason to use the
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expression. Out of the many admirals and captains who have
served at the Admiralty, or sat in the houses of Parliament, what
number can we mention who have stood forth the champions of the

navy, in questions relative to it ? In former days, I remember
that Adn iral Macbride did so ; and at present -we have a worthy

baronet, who uith the most upright intentions and sound judgment
seems to interest himself for us on all proper occasions. Upon the

whole, I um of opinion that we are esteemed by the higher powers
as a useful hard-working body of men, who would be spoilt by
indulgence, and therefore it is best to keep us at some di>tance.

But an old English mastiff likes to be clapped upon the back some-

limes, when he has clone a deed of valour, and lie will not fight his

next battle the worse for it.

Neither, Mr. Editor, am I satisfied lhat all the rewards that

are conferred are judiciously done. An admiral who has fought
a glorious battle, and a lawyer who has briefed his way up to the

chancellorship, are equally enrolled amongst the hereditary legis-

lators of the kingdom. Now surely some different reward should

have been found for the admiral. I should as soon have thought
of making the lawyer a knight banneret, as the admiral a peer of

the realm. In like manner, the citizen who presents an address,

and the captain who has taken a ship of superior force, are both

knighted. If our language will not find any other terras ior titles

than lordships and knights, at least the citizen should be called

knight of the aiidrc's^ and the captain knight of the cannon ball,

or some such variety to distinguish them.

By the time an officer has served so long at sea as to arrive at

the command of a fleet, he has in all probability passed through
so many dangers, suffered so many hardships, and undergone so

many privations of the choicest blessings of life, that when oppor-

tunity at length offers itself, and he seizes it as he should do, his

reward from a grateful country can hardly be too great, or rather

too evidently expressed : but I am too truly attached to the con-

stitution of this country to wish to see an overloaded house of

peers.
It was humorously said lately by a gentleman in town,

that " he was afraid of spitting out of a window, for fear of spitting

upon a lord ;

" and indeed titles are become much too common.

I have before remarked, that I am not an advocate for so many
officers being in the House of Commons ; and the same rea otis

would hold good against my wishing to see so many in the House

of Peers
; indeed only those who arrive at that honour by descent

;

find with respeet to the other house, I could wish that the
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qualification to military men of both services should be landed pro-

pcrty by inherilcncs. By entering into military service, it wot'.iu

Be unjust that a man should forfeit his claim to legislative, honour ;

but I cannot think that military fame alone is the proper road to

iheir attainment. I do not find that my brother sailors in general

are good politicians, or prove of much service to their country, in

cither house; and I am convinced that their being there is of no
benefit to the naval service. I must be contented with giving my
opinion : the discussion of all my reasons for it would lead me far-

ther into the subject than I intend to advance. My wish then of

course must be to see orders of merit established both for the army
and navy ;

let the naval motto be,
"
England expects every mare

to do his duty." There may be three or four degrees of the order

of merit, but all to be conferred on board ship ; the highest degree,

either by the sovereign in person, or by special commission from

'him. Let the riband, star, &c. be appropriate to the service.

The first order should be confined to those who have gained a vic-

tory, as commanders-in-chief of a fleet; the second, to ila.- officers

who have assisted at such victory, or to llasi officers or captains

who have gained victories in the command of detac.ied squadrons ;

the third, to captains Avho have distinguished themselves in single

actions, or some particular conduct in general action ; the fourth,

to all other cases of gallantry. With these several orders his

majesty should be empowered to direct such an accompanying pe-

cuniary emolument as he might deem proper, not to exceed treble

the pay of the rewarded officer at the time of his receiving the

honour. Tins regulation should extend also to half-pay. These

sums should, in the first instance, be granted only for life ; in

process of time, when cool reasoning has taken place of

ardent feeling, there may be cases where the reward should attach

to the generations to come ; but the character and situation of

descendants should be attended to, as well as the merit of the man

who gained the reward ;
and I must ever deem sums so granted

much misapplied, when they pass to collateral branches. While

the reward of honour is in the first instance bestowed by the

sovereign, the continuation of the emolument should always rest

with Parliament, and no more than one life should be included

in one grant.

I do not like to appear querulous about a vrord, Mr. Editor;

but (here is one I have a great dislike to, which is, pensioner:
Dr. Johnson could not have hated it more before he became a

pensioner himself j I would therefore term the sums proposed tt\
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be allowed the several orders of merit, remunerations. How
much better would it sound in a British car, to hear remunerations

on account of wounds or services, instead of pensions, &c.

I offer these hints, in hopes of their attracting the notice of some

of your readers, who may modify them into utility.

1 remain, Sir, yours^ &c.

A. F. Y.

Errata, in Letter V. on the
" Present Management and Discipline of tlie

Xavy," Vol. XIX. Page 461 , line 10, for seamen read scvrners, and omit the

comma; line 16, after do insert so; line 31, read infliction of corporal.

r.iinish/iicnt cheap ; line t> from the bottom, for after read again ; last line,

mit a before seamen ; page 462, line 8, for is read are.

E very willingly insert the following letter of OUT Corres*

pondent A.F.Y. assuring him that, in future, his commu-
nications shall be inserted agreeably to the MS3. which he may
Bend. We cannot publicly state our reasons for the alterations

which were made in his sixth letter ; but shall be happy to make
thera known to him, should we have the honour of an interview.

or by a private letter.

SIR, August 9, 1808.

I AM far from being bigotted to particular modes of ex-

pression in my letter?, as my wish is to appear, not as a fine writer.

but as a useful member of society ; however, there are some parts

of my sixth letter, as published in your number for July, which

very materially clash both with my meaning and style of writing :

and these alterations couid not have been wholly owing to my
carelessness or mistakes in my letter to you. I leave it to your
judgment to make the corrections, either by inserting this fetter,

or by any other mode you may judge proper.

I much dislike the words puniiion and cattigatioa, as affected

and unusual in the service.

In the first page, sublime is put for rare^ and there are other

substitutions of words, deviating very much from the plainness of

style which 1 trust was in my manuscript.

Page 25, line C Now the, Scriptures^ lie. is altogether added,
and is by no means an improvement. In the same page, the si-n.

teoce which begins in line 11 is materially altered from the rough
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copy before me, that runs thus 4 * In short, the plan leads to a

system of corruption, which at the present moment need not be

added to that mass which threatens," &c. In page 2G, line' 3,

for proud read ground. As lor the change from my meaning in

lines 4 and, 5 of the same page, I cannot account. My manuscript

ends thus,
4; a deep rooted love of truth implanted in their

mind." The line adde-d about *'
cruelty und^ ^inhumanity," and

the. fine writing about "
hydra-headed form*," is so totally

different both from my ideas of truth and taste, that I must request

that my full disavowal of them may be laid before your readers.

There is no doubt more than enough of cruelty and inhumanity are

to be found in the world, but they are far from being the predomi-
nant characteristics of the present race of Britons.

At line 10 of the same page, why is the remainder of my sen.

tcnce omitted after citizens: " and of course good subjects, from

a love of order, and innate horror of corruption ; and will be

enabled, from understanding the truth and excellence of Christianity,

to become Christians indeed."

Towards the close of my letter you may possibly have acted

judiciously, by omitting \vhat may have appeared to you too much

like a personal attack ; I do not think it was, and ara fully of

opinion, that infamy cannot be too much exposed. However, of

that omission I should not have complained; but the mutilations

and variations in other parts of the letter rendered it so unlike my
own, that I hardly recognised it; and although 1 am aware that

my letter to you may in. some expressions differ a little from the

rough copy now before me, yet the most essential alterations must

have been designed. Of course I must delay any farther commu-

nications to your work, till I see your next number.

x I remain, sir, yours, &c.

A. F. Y.

Bill. EDITOR,

AS you have long since published a biographical memoir of

Admiral Lord Rodney, and have at different times auded to

it, I think you should insert the following Observations on the

12th of April, by Mr. Beatson, in his Naval and Military Me.

nioirs (Vol. V. page 469.)

" Upon considering the various circumstances of this long

continued and most important battle, some observations may be

raade deserving attention.
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" The most obvious of these circumstances is, the great change

of the wind,, which happened dining the heat of the action. This

alteration of wind was as singular as it was extraordinary. Owing
to its not aflocting the whole ships of the two ileets, and from the

breeze continuing from the eastward to the northernmost ships,

anil changing to the southward from the southernmost end of the

liiu-s, it obliged one part of the French fleet to alter its course,

whilst the other part, by continuing its course, was completely

disordered. Indeed the wind, by changing forward upon the

French ships, necessarily broke the line of battle ahead, which

could not be continued, when they were forced from their course

by its coming from the southward, while they sailed, in that

direction.

" The case of the British fleet in this change of the wind was

essentially different. Being on the contrary tack to that of the

French, the same wind which came ahead upon the French fleet

came more from the sterns of the British ships ;
and they were not

therefore, by this change, disabled from continuing the line of

battle ahead, in the most direct and close manner. This advan-

tageous position, however, was. not maintained. Admiral Rod*

ney, in his own ship, by changing his course with the change of

wind, was separated from liis second ahead, and from his whole

van
;
and connected only with six ships, kept to windward of the

French van. He was divided also front his own rear, by Admiral

de Grasse and five linc-of-battle ships which continued connected

with him. Whether this change of course of Admiral Rodney's

ship happened from an inadvertence in the heat of battle, or from

design, does not clearly appear. It took place about ten o'clock,
when the two fleets were still engaged, particularly in the centre,

and was probably unknown (o the admiral himself.

" The whole success of the battle of the 1*2 th of April has

been sometimes attributed to this measure, which has of course

been deemed a masterly evolution, worthy of imitation. The
British admiral has also been

1

supposed to break through a cotr-

nected line of the enemy's ships. These representation* ho\Fever,

appear to proceed from mistakes; for the French fleet was com-

pletely deranged by the change of the wind alone: and so far was

the measure of sailing tSsron^h the enemy's line with six ships,

unconnech d with the rost of the ileet, from being decisive of vic-

tory, that it may be doubted whether it was a fortunate evolution.

If Admiral Rodney's fleet had kept a connected line-of-battle

. ftoI.XX. B
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ahead, sailing largp, across the bows of the French ships, which

were necessarily- forced towards the broadsides of the tin fish by
the wind, and totally disordered, it is highly probable tliat the

fleet of France must, upon the whole, have sustained much more

damage than it did from the fire of the six shi
t
>s attached to

Admiral Rodney, which had an apportunity of attacking three or

four of the French collected in a confused manner, and forced to

leeward of the British admiral. And this is the only real advan-

tage which has been supposed to arise from Admiral Rodney's

weathering the French rear with six ships. Whilst the ships of

both fleets were in the disorder which has been mentioned as

owing to the change of the wind, they were s<> little under the

direction of the commandors-in.chief, that many of the captains

must have been guided entirely by their own judgments in the

courses which they were to steer, and in the measures which they

were to pursue.
* c The next circumstance worthy of attention in this buttle is

the method which the. French admiral took to collect his ships, by

bearing away to leeward of the British ilect. When Admiral do

Orasse chose this measure, it would seem that he did not advert to

the length of time which was required to draw together a numerous

fleet, with so little wind. Had lie kept the wind with all his ships,

however disordered their line-of-battle ahead might be. they would

in all probability have more readily assisted each other : and tlie

attacking fleet, it must be considered, was not at that time in a

connected order of battle.

" When a fleet endeavours to run to leevrard, after having been

engaged, it is obvious that the disabled ships must be left behind ;

and consequently taken, if the enemy to windward should con-

tinuc to pursue. But if the French admiral had gone to leuward

no faster than his disabled ships ;
or rather, if he had endeavoured

to make the best of a confused action for the remainder of the

day, it is doubtful, if so complete a victory over him could have

been obtained.

" It likewise deserves notice, that notwithstanding the great

length of time during which the two fleets were engaged, in little

wind and in smooth water, very few men were killed, and the

damage done to the ships was inconsiderable. Large ships, in

general, cannot be engaged closely, and in smooth water, with,

out great slaughter. It would appear therefore, that the different

actions between the several parts of these two formidable fleets,

must have been but of short duration 5 or that some of them raust

9
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have engaged at a considerable distance from each other. The

whole number killed in the I^riiish fleet, including both engage-

ments on the 9th and 12tli of April, did not. amount to more than

tvvo hundred and sixty men ;
a number which has been exceeded

in an action of an hour or two with six or seven ships. From thi

view of the important victory of the l'2th of April, so decisive of

the fate of the French naval force in the West Indies, it may be

inferred, that it was gained -at a, very small expense by the con.

qnerors : and that, if the French admiral had not retreated before

the M'ind, so great an advantage, over sucii a fleet as his, must have

been bought at a much dearer rafe.

" The last circumstance upon which any observation shall be

made is, the general confusion of the whole action, owing to the

change of wind.
tv French sea officers are supposed to be more particularly

instructed concerning the movements of skips in lleets than those

of Britain : and their directions in certain casiis which are most

likely to occur, are clear and definite. But in an uncommon and

improbable situation, such as that which happened about, tea

o'clock on the 1
C2H of April, their plan and instructions became

useless
; and nothing could have collected the lleet in the best

defensive position but the comprehensive understanding of a real

thorough bred seaman, conversant in the motions of fleets, who
could direct every movement of his ships by a clear and extensive

system of signal*.
" The conduct of the French rendered all the steps which the

British ou^ht to take so evident, that no mistake could be made

on their part. They had only to pursue and conquer those ships

which the bad management of the French had leit without protec-

tion. In this action, therefore, the gross mistakes which were

made in the attempts to recover order in the French lleet, com-

pletely destroyed all hopes of success; and those \\ ho are acquainted

with the circumstances of the battle, have not been surpri>ed at

the loss which they sustained, -but have rather wondered, that so

many of their ships should have escaped ;
and havo attributed to

the intervention of darkness alone the saving of this formidable

fleet from uttcv destruction/' *

* The Authority of He;iton, we think, is borne down by thntot ( 'uin-

bcrland, who, in the account which he has published or" iii> (>> n lilt:, dearly

proves, that Admiral Hodin-y conceived the plan of breaking the enrmv's

Iit.e sei'eral years befort: the battle of the K'th of April. Cumberland at

to Admiral IjLoUncv, at dinner, ai U>e huu&t; of Lyrd Gc-jrgc Germain ;
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MR. EDITOR.

"ANY of the public prints have recently noticed the striking

manner in which the 13th chapter of the book of Revela-

tions seems (o describe the general character and blasphemies of

Buonaparte; and as the Bible is much read, and sometimes very

ably commented on, by many of your naval readers, I have

inserted this curious passage.

I wish not by any means to insist on the actual meaning of this

passage being adapted to the Corsican tyrant, but it certainly most

after dinner, the conversation baring turned upon the mode of manoeuvring
columns, and the effect of charging with them on a line of infantry, the

admiral caught the idea; and, having arranged a parcel of cherry stones on

the table, he declared his determination so to pierce the enemy's line of

battle, should it ever be his lortune to bring them into action, and swore

that he would lay the French admiral's flag at his sovereign's feet. Mr.

Cumberland farther relates, that his friend, Sir Charles Douglas, the

admiral's captain on the day of the victory, confessed to him, that he had

been averse to the experiment; that, in discussing it with Sir George, he

had stated his objections; and that he got no other answer, than that "
his

counsel was not called for, he required obedience only, he did not want

advice." The anxiety of Sir George, in watching the progress of his

manoeuvre, and his joy at its sucpess, are additional proofs of its having been

predetermined. The whole of this interesting passage is given in the

XVth volume of the NAVAL CHRONICLE, page 396; and the veracity of the

writer, we imagine, will not be impeached.

Mr Clerk, in his Naval Tactics, as we have stated in our memoir of

Lord Rodney, (a) observed that, in the course of the actions of the 9th and

12th of April the following maxims were illustrated : the difficulty which

an enemy's fleet will find, in making an escape to the leeward ; that the

crippling of some of bis ships will be a necessary consequence of the efforts

made to effect this escape; and that the protection given to slaps, crippled

in consequence of these efforts, as it was the cause of bringing on the

actions of both the 9th and 12th, and had nearly produced an action on the

10th, will also be a cause of bringing on an action on all future occasions, of

the like nature, or in like circumstances.

The prediction of Mr. Clerk has .been remarkably fulfilled ; as, with the

exceptions of the battle of the Nile, where (lie French fleet was at anchor,

and of the battle of Trafalgar, in which a most important improvement was

adopted, the battles of Howe, of St. Vincent, of Duncan, and of Nelson

may all be considered as having been fought upon the system of Rodney.
EDITOR.

(a) Vide NAVAL CHRONICLE, Vol. I. page 390.
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exactly corresponds in every respect; and therefore merits at least

genera! attention. J. J. S.

"
Chap. xiii. And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw

a beast rise up out of the sea (Corsica), having seven heads and

ten horns, and upon his, horns ton crowns (the exact number of

kingdoms xhich the tyrant has u?urped) 9
and upon his heads the

name of blasphemy. And the beast which I saw was like unto a

leopard (notorious for its subtilty and love of blood), and his

feet were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a

lion ; and the dragon (Satan] gave him his power, and his seat,

and great authority. And 1 saw one of his heads as it were

wounded to dealh
;
and his deadly wound was healed, and all the

world wondered after the beast. And they worshipped the dragon
which gave power unto the beast ; and they worshipped the

beast, saying, Who is like unto the beast, who is able to make
tzar izilh him .? And there was given unto him a mouth speaking

great things, and blasphemies ;
and power was given unto him, to

continue forty and two months." (This is nearly the time in which,

Buonaparte has held consular and sovereign power.)
It is unnecessary to insert any more of this extraordinary chap.

tor, which may so easily be referred to, than the last verse.

" Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding count the

number of the beast ; for it is the number of a man, and his num-

ber is six hundred threescore and six." This number exactly

corresponds with the letters in the Corsican's name, reckoning
them according to the number affixed to each, before the introduc-

tion of letters: N 40, A 1, P 60, O 50, L 20, E 5, A 1,

N40; which makes Napolcan : and then, B 2, UllO, O 50,

N 40, A 1, P CO, A 1, R. 80
3
T 100, E * ; which makes Buo-

naparte ; and the amount of the figures produces 666. The
curious reader will find additional remarks in Fleming's Commen-
taries on the Revelations.

REMARKS ON THE PARLIAMENTARY DUTILS OF
NAVAL OFFICERS.

LETTER IV.

SIR,

IN
the preface to the volume of the NAVAL CHRONICLE just

completed, you venture to say,
" we know we deliver the

general sentiments of our countrymen, when we express a wish

that the venerable Lord Barham was again stationed at the helm,
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and the experience and determined spirit of Earl St. Vincent agaia
seen and felt on his old station off Cadiz." *

Our walks through life, sir, must lead us among men of very
distinct opinions, for I hardly meet a man who does not most

earnestly deprecate such appointments. I am a great admirer of

Lord Barham, and think most highly of his respectability and

worth ; but the character of the Board of Admiralty, when he pre-

sided there, was of a dry, unconciliating, cold, depressing nature ;

and I never saw less animation in the service than in those days.

Why do not your friends pant for the return of Lord Spencer,

where the enlightened statesman, the steady man of business, the

accomplished gentleman, and a very considerable knowledge of the

navy and its officers, made all things easy, the service beloved,

and animation pervaded all ranks. There was certainly an error of

considerable magnitude respecting the mutiny at Spithead, other-

wise I have always heard the conduct of his lordship at the head of

the Board highly approved of. I shall perhaps, at a future time,

offer you some remarks on that unhappy period, as they may apply
to the management of men in more fortunate situations. But to

return to Lord Barham. It is so long since his lordship was at

sea, that he can hardly be said to possess any experier.ce of the

naval service of the present day, so much has it changed, and I will

with pleasure add improved. I repeat, sir, that I very much

esteem Lord Barham, with whom I have been formerly acquainted,
and have been obliged by ; but in speaking of a man in .his public

character, the consideration of the private must cease, and I could,

not let the paragraph in your preface pass without one negative to

your assertion, even when so very respectable a name was broughj;

forward.

The other character, whose return to the command of a fleet

you seem to think would be unanimously welcomed, has been so

much and so very freely canvassed by the public, that his lordship

need not be surprised it' your pauegyric should have called forth

some animadversions. 1 am as ready as any man to extol his

blockade of Cadiz, his rigid and excellent economy of stores (at

that time), his judicious and spirited conduct during the dreadful

days of.mutiny ; and I am not one of those who would shade his

laurel;} of the 14th of February beneath those of Lord Nelson.

*
Having expressed this sentiment, which some may consider to he a

partial one, we feel ourselves called upon to ^ivc place to the present ani-

madversions of our Correspondent, E.G. F. observing, however, that we

not pointedly deprecate erer/ species of personal attack. ED.
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His attack of the Spanish fleet on that day must be for ever

eminent in our naval annals; nor can the greater victories of suc-

ceeding days ever prevent the name of Eirl St. Vincent from stand-

ing high, very high in our list of naval victors ; I was about to

write heroes, but I cannot find any good definition of the latter

word, that applies direct to the character of his lordship. The

glories of the 14th of February may perhaps have dazzled him

beyond the powers of his mind to bear for there are not many
minds strong enough to surmount success and its consequent

applause, particularly whilst possessed of very high power. Bi.t

from the days of the Foudroyant upwards, (he ruling passion and

"the predominant character have been the same. His lordship's

wound, and the capture of the Pega.sc, merited not it reward
;
and

1 know hundreds of officers who would have been ashamed to re-

ceive it, for an action under such circumstances.*

As a conqueror at Martinique, the earl and his comrade are

stated to have exacted as severe pecuniary claims as ever a subdued

country was subjected to ; t and I question whether any people

ever suffered more totally unnecessary hardships and deprivation?,

or that the feelings of officers were so insulted and wounded, as

when his lordship commanded the Channel (leet. J)o you want his

lordship in power because he is a reformer of abuses ? What
were his own emoluments when living ashore at Torbay, Cawsand

Bay, or even in London, or perhaps Essex
;

whilst all under his

* This remark appears to be deficient in candour. Public honours and

rewards, unless notoriously tnisbestowed, ought never to be called in ques-

tion ; as, in addkion to the satisfaction which they impart to the individual

immediately concerned, who reels his services warmly appreciated by his

country, they operate as powerful stimulants to future and general exer-

tion. The case of Earl St. Vincent, however, requires no apology. The

capture of the Pegase was generally acknowledged to be a gallant exploit;

and, ou that subject, Admiral .Barrington, in his official letter to the Ad-

miralty, says :
" My pen is not equal to the praise that is due to the good

conduct, Kravery, and discipline of Capuin Jcrvis, his officers and seamen."

Vide NAVAL CHRONICLE, Vol. IV. page 9. The Foudroyant and the Pegsise

were closely engaged for three quarters of an hour; and, respecting the

wound which Captaiu Jervis received, it so severely affected him as to

endanger his sight; nor, we believe, have the consequences ever been com-

pletely removed. Et>.

f On this point, .before he forms his opinion, the reader will do well to

consult the vindicatory letter of Sir John Jervis and Sir Charles Grey,
addressed to the Duke of Portland, in the IVth volume of the NAVAL

CHRONICLE, page 14, et jey. ED.
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command were suffering the confinement and attendant depriva-
tions of the inhabitants of a town in a close siege ? These are not

the characteristics of a man I wish to see possessing any sway in

Great Britain. I must add, that the manner in which the few

reforms that were made under his lordship's auspices were so con-

ducted as to lose all their good effect, by making reform appear
hateful. Is it possible that the circumstances which took place
between his lordship and the Nary Board, and the publi-h.-d cor-

respondence between him and Sir John Orde, can have been taken

into consideration, and after that a wish expressed to see power
vested in such hands ? Were his lordship's talents tenfold superior
to what they are or have been, yet his mode of rule appears to me
so truly anti-British, that I cannot wish to see him in power in

any extremity. The system by which the ships in commission

during the late short peace were managed, reminded me of the days
of terror and espionage which marked the career of Robespierre;
and when was the navy of Britain so long fitting for sea as at (he

breaking out of the present war? I have heard it said, that his

lordship simplified the service by reducing the number of rank
,
he

himself constituting thejirst, and all the admirals, captains, officers,

and men under his command, the second.

You will, I trust, Mr. Editor, allow that I am willing to grant

to his lordship certain merits and claims upon the public; but I am
clear that no merits were ever more fully rewarded, no claims

more amply compensated. He has served and the public have

paid him : let us then consider the matter settled.

A gallant and veteran officer is reported to have once told his

lordship that u he had a tongue like a cow, one side rough, to

rasp a man sore, and the other smooth, to lick it whole again."

The anecdote which led to this address is so striking and charac-

teristic, that I wish I could detail it ; but as it only came to me at

second hand, I am afraid of being incorrect.

Most cordially do I join with you in the wish that officers were

selected by merit, and that party and faction had lost their sway.
Hand in hand with corruption, the tyranny of faction is sapping
the vitals of our excellent constitution, and wherever public spirit

and patriotism may have fixed their residence, it does not appear
to be in the minds of those whose high situations would enable

them to exert these national blessings with effect. These disgrace-

ful days, when to speak of the reform of abuses is consider* d by
too many as expressions of rebellion or disloyalty, can never last

long ; the geuuiiie good sense of houest John Bull must soon per*
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Vade the mists which now darken his political horizon, and dissi-

pate the heavy clouds of corruption which hang portentous around

him. I should think that ere long, addresses from all quarters

will speak the sense of the people, who begin to feel deeply how
fast their liberties are curtailing, and how little attention has been

paid to those who have pointed out the gross and lavish expendi-
ture of public money, and the melancholy and degrading list of

placemen and pensioners. When will the list which Lord Coch-

rane moved for in the House of Commons be produced ?

I should much like to see an address to his majesty from the

officers of the navy, humbly praying, that till the blessed days of

general reformation of abuses arrive, the navy may at least

be taken out of the vortex of faction. That his majesty would be

graciously pleased to inquire into the causes why some officers

have all their wishes granted at the first application ; whilst others,

of eminently superior attainments and desert, solicit in vain, for

years. That an examination should take place, why certain

admirals of high reputation remain ashore, and why certain ad-

mirals arc now in high command afloat. Delicacy forbids my
pointing out the physical as well as professional reasons which

would weigh heavy in some cases, because I blame not so much the

appointed as the appointers. I do think that an able pen might

produce a very striking memorial on this subject.

But to return to John Bull. This honest character equally

detests a tyrant and a courtier; therefore, if there is a man in onr

service, who, when in power, makes a tyrannical use of it, and can

at other times degrade himself into a fawning sycophant; who will

not scruple to wound the honest feelings of those under his com-

mand, and to soothe and flatter the vices of those above him, why
above all things, Mr. Editor, let not such a man as this come

among us. I remain, sir, &c.

E. G. F.

Errata, in Letter II. of " Remarks on the Parliamentary Duties of

Naval Officers." Vol. XIX. page 460, line 4 from the bottom, for voted

read acted. Vol. XX. Letter III. page 33, line 12 from the bottom, far

Mine read game.
<^*^*^>

MR. EDITOR,
P SEND you two fresh proofs of our national prowess at sea?

which need no comment.

Yours, &c. ROBUR.
'

au, <E!?ton, 5M, XX. s



130 CORRESPONDENCE.

f(
Capt. Booth, of his majesty's ship the Adventure, and Hodge

Aly, captain of the Two Lyons and Crown of Algiers, otherwise

called the Great Genoese, a ship of 40 guns, and 327 men, be-

sides 88 Christian slaves on board, had an engagement in 1681, th

particulars of which are as follows :
" The Adventure cruising

alone between Cape Spartell and Cape Trafeldegar, on the 16th

of September, about break of day, discovered the abovesaid ship

towing of a pink after him
; but finding the Adventure gaining on

him, he cut off the pink, after he had taken out all the men but

two English, who hid themselves in the hold : about tAto in the

afternoon, the Adventure came up with them, and fired his great

and small shot into her, and laid him on board ; but the Turk

having the advantage of the wind, cleared himself of her, though

he received great damage from the grcnadoes that were thrown

into him by the English ; notwithstanding he was boarded twice,

he obstinately maintained the fight till eight in the evening, within

pistol-shot, during which he had disabled the Adventure so in her

masts and rigging, that she was forced to lie by to put new topsails

to her yards. The loss of men on our side was so great, that there

was not one left on the quarter-deck, Avhich gave him an oppor-

tunity of rigging himself. About nine the next morning the

Adventure engaged him again, and brought his mast by the board,
when she received a shot in the round-house, where one of the

line's cripples had hid himself, with three cartridges of powder,

which by a great shot was fired, and blew him out of the round-

house upon the quarter-deck, and with him seven or eight grena.

does which were there, the shells of which breaking, killed most

of the men on the quarter-deck, and wounded Captain Booth in

the neck ;
but another shot from us bringing the Algerine's main-

mast by the board, they immediately called for quarter, which

being granted, we took possession of her, where we found the

captain wounded, and five of his under captains, four of which

were Hamborough and Danish renegadoes, the other was nephew

to the governor of Algier ;
the reason of their disputing it so ob-

stinately, was their having on board an old Turk, one Abraham

Rces, who had been formerly Admiral of Algier: in the engage-

ment we had killed and wounded 55 men."

LETTER FROM CAPTAIN SHOWEt.

" James Galley, in Tangier Road, Sept. 19, 1681.

<l ABOUT ten in the morning we saw a ship S.W. by W. five

leagues from us, which immediately we chascdj with the wind at
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E.N.E. and N.E. by E. where it continued all day; she steered

S. by VV. At 8 this evening we wore within call : she hailed us in

several languages ; we answered we were French
;
she told us she

wa-. the Half Moon, of Argier, and had been from thence ten

weeks ; we inquired for Bailee men of war, and because we sus-

pected he was one, commanded his boat aboard, which he denied:

in such like discourse we held him, until we were along his lar-

board side
; being the weaker side, I resolved to board him thwart

tho hawse, by reason there went such a sea, that I was confident

of bringing his bowsprit and foremast by the board; but he sus-

pecting my design, put his helm a-port, and made his starboard

side his weather side
;

I fired all my guns into him ; the Saphire

being a quarter of a mile astern of us, took the advantage, and

before the Turk could trim his sails, run him on board on the

starboard side, abaft the fore chains ; it was then half an hour past

eight in the night, I endeavoured to be 'thwart his hawse, and

twice missed ;
the third I laid him on board, that his bowsprit was

amongst our main shrouds : but with the way, we had brought his

ship a little about, and our fore braces being shot, could not back

our head sails, that we shot clear of him a quarter of an hour :

soon after the Saphire was clear of her, and fell astern, occasioned

by the loss of her bowsprit and foremast ;
it was then three quar-

ters past nine; I then having to deal with him alone, with all his

mas's standing, and steering away b- fore the wind, resolving to

be 'thwart his hawse for my guns being but six-pounders, it was

not to be hoped they could do much good in shooting down their

masts ; to so.m after ten, with all his sails full, I sheered 'thwart

his hawse- : he broke two of our main shrouds and onr main chains,

and two of our mlze shrouds and mizen chains, with our gunwale
down to the deck

;
but we broke his bowsprit head, cat-water,

kuee and cheeks of his head, so that he had a smooth stem quite
below the water's edge; we lay 'thwart his hawse about half an

hour, and being entangled with his rigging, we fell along his side,

with our head to his stern, half an hour or more ; in which time

the i-ic^i-ig broke, and lie got oil' from us, but 1 again laid him on
boar I on the starboard bow, where we lay, to keep hi.n from

securing his masts, which I expected would fall every moment, and

within about a quarter after one of the cl.'ck, his foremast came

by the board
;
soon after, his main and mi/en masts; then i laid

my sails a-back, and ciLed <o them, ;ind they answered, t y
yielded ; we immediately went to work to secure our masts, Arc.

Mhich was. not done before daylight, at which time we went on
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board and took possession, which we found to be the Half Moon,
of 32 guns, and came out of Argier, with 246 men, of which 39

were Christians, of which twenty English. They took a small

English ship, bound to Barmoodus, with seven English, which they

have, and burnt the vessel. The captain of the said Half Moon
was a Turk, and the lieutenant an English renegado, whom I

caused to be hanged at my yard-arm. The damage we received

was eighteen men killed, and thirty wounded, and both main and

foremast spoiled ; we took him forty-five leagues S.W. by W.
half way from Cape Spartell. There were killed upon him ninety

three Turks and Moors, and most of the living wounded, and they

positively inform me, that except the White Horse, and Canaries

ship, there was not a better than she in Argier. The Saphire had

seventeen men killed, and thirty wounded, and by destroying the

ablest Turks on the quarter-deck, much disposed them to asurren*

der? though not able to come up to board her."

PLATE CCLXIV.

WE are indebted to Mr. William Westall for the drawing
from which the annexed engraving was made. It repre-

sents Malay Proas, and a view of the south side of Coupang Bay,
in the Island of Timor.

These proas are very fast sailers, either by or from the wind ;

they have two masts, which are fired to the sides of the vessel, and

meet together in a point at the top : they frequently go voyages of

1,100 miles and upwards, and are used all over the Malacca

Islands.

CORRECT RELATION OF SHIPWRECKS.

No. XXVIII.

Again the dismal prospect opens round,

The wreck, the shore, the dying, and the drown'd.

FALCONX&.

LOSS OF THE SHIP THOMAS, OF LIVERPOOL.

THE following account of the sufferings of the crew of the

Thomas, is copied from a Barbadoes paper of the 14th o

October, 1797.
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On Tuesday afternoon last drifted on shore on the north-

east part of tnis island, a boat with two men and a boy. Of all

human sufferings, few, if any, can exceed what these miserable

ill-fated mortals experienced ; nor can dangers equal what they

encountered, at the recital of which our blood freezes, and our

feelings cannot but be deeply ..distressed at the relation of such a

scene of human misery.
" These are part of the crew belonging to the ship Thomas,

AI'Quay, of Liverpool, on his middle voyage from the coast of

Africa to this island. From that coast being infested with French

privateers, Captain M'Quay had taught his male slaves the use of

.arms, in order that they might aid him to repel the attacks of the

enemy, should any be made, as he had had frequent skirmishes

with them the last voyage. But instead of becoming auxiliaries in

his de-fence, they took advantage of his instructions, and seizing his

ammunition-chest on the 2c2d of September, early in the morning
about 200 of them appeared on deck, accoutred, and fired on the

crew, some of whom fell ; others, in dismay, jumped overboard,
who were also fired at ; whilst others cut away the boat lashed to

her stern, and took refuge in her, by escaping through the cabin

windows, leaving the captain and the rest of the crew endeavouring
to quell the insurgents, by discharging such arms as are usually

kept in the cabin ;
but upon the captain's observing that some were

in the boat, and about to desert the ship, he remonstrated so

warmly, as to induce them to return ; but they perceiving that

they were overpowered, and seeing no possibility of escaping the

danger that awaited then*, again secured the boat, and quitted the

ship: of these were twelve.

"
Having fled from the fury of savage ferocity, they no\r

became a prey to the winds and waves, to hunger and thirst ; and

after having suffered the horrors of these for some days, they pro-

videntially took a small turtle, whilst floating asleep on the surface

of the water, which they devoured ; and again being driven to

distress for want of food, they soaked their shoes, and two hairy

caps that were among them, in the water, which being rendered

soft, each partook of them. But day after day having passed, and
the cravings of hunger pressing hard upon them, they fell upon
the horrible, dreadful expedient, of eating each other ! and to pre-
vent any contention about who should become the food for others,

they cast lots, when he on whom the lot fell, with manly fortitude

resigned his life, with the persuasion of his body becoming the

means of existence to his companions in distress, but solicited that
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he might be bled (o death, the surgeon being with them, ami

having his case of instruments in his pocket when he left the ship.
" No sooner had the fatal instrument touched the vein, than

the operator applied his parched lips, and drank of the blood that

flowed; whilst the rest anxiously watched his departing breath,
that they might satisfy the hunger that gnawed them. Those that

glutted themselves with human flesh and human gore, and whose
stomachs retained unnatural food, soon perished with raging

insanity, from putrefaction, as we conceived, superseding diges-

tion. Thus the dreary prospect became the more so to the sur-

vivors, from seeing 'heir fellow companions expire before them,
from the very cause that ravenous hunger impelled them to imagine
Would give them existence. Those that remained attribute the

preservation of their lives to having rejected following the example
of their fellow-sufferers. Indeed they assert having refused

risking their lives to the chance of a straw ; but the majority

having determined it, they could not refuse.

" On Tuesday morning, the 10th instant (being the 38th day),

the lonely travellers descried the shore
;
but having no helm to

guide the boat, despair took possession of their almost exhausted

spirits ; and, being hopeless, resigned themselves to death. That

Providence, however, without whose knowledge a sparrow docs

not fall t the ground, and whose gracious interposition in favour

of the two has been apparent, became their helm and guide, and

directed them to the shore, which, when having approached, worn

out nature could scarcely permit them to leave the boat and

embrace the earth so fervently wished for ;
the boy having fallen

into the surf, and unable to make an effort, was drowned.
" The two men exerting their little strength, crawicd on their

bellies to the mouth of Joes river, where they slaked their thirst,

and being discovered by a Mr. Masco^, he hospitably gave them

that assistance which humanity dictates, and such extreme distress

required."
.OMM_.._^^

PHILOSOPHICAL PAPERS.

ACCOUNT OF THE MAGNETIC MOUNTAIN OF C.ANNAY.

By George Dempster, of Dunnichcn, Esq.

(From the " Transactions of the Socidy of Antiquaries ofScotland" Vol. I.)

CANNAT
is an island of ten or twelve miles in circumference,

with an excellent harbour. In it is a hill of some height, called

the Compass Hill,' in which there is a little hole dug about afoot or
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two in depth. A compass placed in this hole is instantly disturbed,

and in a short time veers about to the east \vard, till at last the north

point settles itself in a due southerly direction, and remains there.

At a very little distance from this hole, perhaps on the very edge
of it, the needle recovers its HSIM! position.

This singular circumstance was known when Martin wrote his

account of the island, and is taken notice of by him. He indeed

says the compass then settled at due east, which is also curious.

What increases the singularity of this alteration in the needle, is a

discovery lately made by Hector M'Neil, Esq. tacksman of the

island. He mentioned the circumstances to us, and Lord Breda!-

banc. Sir Adam Fergusson, Mr. Isaac Hawkins Brown, and the

rest of thc'company, went to examine the fact. The harbour on

the north side is formed by a bold rock of basalt, which may be

about half a mile below, and to the southward of the Compass Hill,

of which this rock is a continuation. We rowed under this rock,
and when the boat reached its centre, immediately under the

rock, and almost touching it. the north point of our compass veered

about, and settled at due south, and remained there : this experi-

ment was frequently repeated with the same success ; but this

eflect was con lined also to a very small part of the rock, which

seemed to us directly south from the hole on Compass Hill. At a.

little distance, on either side, the needle recovered its usual posi-

tion. His lordship then directed the boat to row with great

quickness past the rock, when, upon our crossing the place which

had before affected the needle, it was again affected, during the

passage, though very quick, and recovered soon after passing this

point. We could hardly venture to assign any cause for these

appearances, but by supposing something magnetical in the rock,

extending the whole distance from the Compass II ill to the head,

land at the mouth of the harbour; if this should prove to be the

case, we had no scruple in pronouncing this to be the largest load-

stone as yet discovered in the world. A part of the rock was

broken oif at the very spot where this affection of the needle was

observed, and was applied to the compass when removed from the

rock, but it seemed to produce no effects upon the needle what-

soever : also, the compass was carried about the length of the boat

from the rock, and it was also placed in the same line on the

opposite side of the harbour, at about a quarter of a mile's dis-

tance; neither of these experiments produced any eflect on the

needle.

In this island there are many columnar appearances, not unlike

7
'
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toStaffa; and several, both straight and bent, and every way a*

regular, which seems also to have, like Staffa, escaped observation

till very lately.

MARINE DESIGNS, NAVAL PORTRAITS, &c.

IN THE

EXHIBITION AT THE ROYAL ACADEMY.
\

M
5DCCC,VIII.

THE FORTIETH.

TOKTI S'awo vjaatis -riraro $go/u.ot

ajarttaat 3t %U/AOS Ixaffrou,

N7if Itfilial,

HOMER. ILIAD, xxin,

R.A. Royal Academician. A. Associate. II. Honorary.

AVIEW of the European factories at Canton, in China.

W. Daniell, A.

View in Portland island, with smugglers. E. Garvey, R.A.,

A view of Woolwich, as it was in the year 1785. P. Sandby^ R.A.

Portrait of Lord Mulgrave. Sir W. Beechey^ R.A.

Destruction of the Droits de 1'IIoromc French ship, of 74 guns,
and 1,600 men, by his majesty's frigates Indefatigable, Captain
E. Pellew, and Amazon, Captain Reynolds, with which ships

she sustained a desperate running fight of ten hours, and with

the Amazon was wrecked in Audierne bay, on the morning of

the 10th January, 1797. The Indefatigable with great difficulty

cleared the danger. N. Pocock.

Sea coast, with the remains of a wreck. A. W. Callcott, A.

Portrait of Lieutenant Treacher, R.N. T. Stezcardson.

The death of Lord Nelson, in the cockpit of the ship Victory.
J3. Best, R.A.

Robinson Crusoe's long-boat T. Stothard, R.A.

Portrait of the Hon. Lady Hood T. Lavcrence, R.A.

Captain G. Manby's invention of effectually rescuing persons from

vessels wrecked on a lee shore. F. Sartorius.

A calm. J- Ward.

A view on the Brandywine Creek, near Gilpin's Mills, State of

Pennsylvania. Perkins.

Tancariche, a celebrated water-fall, in Tinevelly district, East

Indies. T. Danidl, R.A.
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A pilot boat putting off at A'dborough, Suffolk. G. Arnold.

A river scene. A. IV. Caltcott^ A.

The Gulley Brava, in the island of Mad ura. J. Laporte.
Hero and Leander /. /. Halls.

*' Welcoiu'd with open arms her rr-vn'in<r guest.''

hum Musaus.

Fisherman J. Linncll.

The very gallant defence made by the Queen Charlotte Berwick

smack, Mr. W. Nesbitt commanding, which, by superior skill

and bravery, after an ar'ion of o IP hour and a half, beat off a

French privateer of 11 guns, njar Cromer, January -4, 180i.

iJapiain RichieII, H.

ANTI-ROOM.
Sea piece. C- M. Poxell.

A sketch on the banks of the Thames. Miss H. Guulckmiih. II.

A view on the Thames. R. Tullemack.

The action between the Windsor Castle packet, of 150 tons, a:id

28 men, commanded by C'aptaiu Rogers, and le Jeune Richard

French pr vateer, ot ioU tons, and 92 men. This gallant action

is represented on the Frenchman's deck ; the poiut of vit w is

from his starboard main rigging ; and the time, when the brave

captain, followed by Gve men, has just boarded, and is in the

act of shooting the French boatswain. The two masts and fore-

castle belong to the packet, and the circular wood \vork where

the captain steps, 13 the platform on which the great gun
travels- S. Dniimnoiid.

Portrait of Captain Rosenhagon, R.N. Miss M. Singleton.
Sailors at a mess in the half-deck T. Thompson.
Ross's Tower, on the NV'ater-of-Loith. /). Ski-af.

View on the Severn, near Worcester J. H'iicm,dl.

COUNCIL-ROOM.

The salmon-leap fall of the Liffey, near Dublin, Ireland. R. S'cs.y.

A view on the river Taaile, Glamorganshire. G. IVulkcr, /'.Ve/.
II.

View on the Thames. IV. slnderm>n.

A cottage on (he North Shore, Liverpool. J. Emery, 'I.

A view of the Rocks at Bristol Well-,, with the ceremony of con-

ducting down tru: river Avon the man of war jitTsented by the

city of Bristol to government. . /JW, R.A.

Death of Lord Nelson IV. Bromley.

Cjjron* J-loI. XX. T
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Part of Dover Castle Mrs. C. Long, H,

Portrait of a Sandwich Island chief G. J. Henderson, II.

South gate of Yarmouth. J. Henderson, H.

A view on the sea coast. J. Field.

Scene on the Wye. E. Dorrell.

ANTIQUE ACADEMY.

View on the Thames, near Chertsey W. Daniell, A .

Portrait of W. Bolton, Esq. captain of his majesty's ship Fisgard,

who so eminently distinguished himself by a daring coup-de-main
in the conquest of Cura9oa J. Londsdale.

Plymouth Sound : a boat trawling : the Victory and other line-

of-battle ships coming to anchor. T. Whilcombe*

Selling fish. W. Hunt.

A pair of sea views. S. Atkins.

The Victory sailing out of Portsmouth harbour. T. Whitcombe.

Portrait of Captain Styles, of the royal navy. H. Edridge.

A view on the river Kennett. Mrs. Keenan.

Cape Town, with the Table Mountain. S. Davis, H.

LIBRARY.

A morning view on the sands at Worthing. J. Nixon., Esq. H,

An engraving to commemorate the abolition of the African Slave

Trade J. Collyer^ A,E.

MODEL ACADEMY.

The seaman's cottage, about to be erected at Sandgate, near

Dover, for Captain Waller, R.N. P. F. Robinson.

Design for a ship-lock for a national public dock. R. Dodd.

Design for the garden front of a marine villa building in Norfolk.

G. Hakewitl.

Design for a ship-lock for a national public dock, with interior

gates for passing small vessels, and saving water. R. Dodd.

Design for the garden front of a marine villa building in Norfolk.

G. Hak&ciK.

A triumphal column, designed for the cornmemoralion of naval

victories. W. Kinnard^jun.

Design for a naval mausoleum and light-house. W. E. Rolfe,jun.

Design for a monumental building, in memory and honour of our

four glorious admirals, Howe, Duncan, Vincent, and Nelson.

9 W. Pepper*



The heart's remote recesses to explore,

And touch its springs, when Prose arail'd po more.

FALCONEH.

THE DEATH OF LEANDER.

COLD
is the night, and loud the rude winds roar,

No star is out upon its wonted sphere,

No plaintive music falls upon my car,

And darkness reigns triumphant on the shore.

Still will I plunge as I have plung'd before,

For Hero still to my fond heart is dear ;

Love's torch will light me o'er the ocean drear,
And guide me safely to her arms once more.

Ye wild gales, blow ! ye baleful whirlwinds, howl,
Leander dreads not, and defies your rage ;

Lash on, ye waves ; ye savage tempests, growl
With all your force, a lover can engage !

Thus spoke the youth disdainful spurn'd the shore

Dash'd the rude sea, and sunk, to rise no more. J. G

THE RETURN OF SPRING TO SAILORS,

WITH rapid prow/ the buoyant vessels glide,

And cut the glassy surface of fhe tide;

The glassy surface, white with foam no more,
But smoothly flowing to the level shore,
Or settled in a deep and calm repose,

Unruffled by the breeze that scarcely blows.

For now the swallow's voice, heard faintly clear,

Spring's gracious zephyr wafts along the air ;

Beneath the pent-house roof's embow'ring shade.

The amorous bird her clay-built nest has laid,

Securely guarded for her callow brood;
The cricket has his merry note renew'd;
And early foliage bursls through every grove ;

And roses open at the touch of love.

Now set our anchors, free spread every sail,

And loose your cordage to the friendly gale !

Quit, quit the port, where the long winter's day
Has past inglorious, unimprov'd away,
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Now tempt again the fortune of the wave,
Seek other shores, and new adventures brave.

So may the god of *rade reward your toil,

Wifh every bounty shower'd on every soil.

And euide yo'ir barks triumphant o'er the main,
Laden with plenty to their homes again.

ELEGY,

On Vieva of a Shipwreck from the Sea Shore, zcJiich occurred

lately off Birchinton^ in Thanct
}
zchen the tshole Cfeic perishtd

except three Persons.

THE
wild wind's roar a moment ceas'd,

An awful pause succeeds ;

Loud shrieks of terror strike the ear,

The heart with pity bleeds.

No human aid can interpose,

The shatter'd bark to save;

The whelming waves resistless close

The sailor's wat'ry grave.

fo more the tender ties of home
Shall meet their blest return ;

The wife, the parent, and the child

Through many a day shall mourn :

The stormy night shall wake their woes

From some delusive dream,
When oft to their fond arms restor'd,

The long-lost friend shall seem

The friend with whom in early days
Their happiest hours- were known,

Whether by school-day sports endearM,
Or kindred claims their own.

Within the deep profound they rest,

Far from their native shore,

Till future ages pass away,
And man shall weep no more. W. B*
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LINES,

Supposed to be addressed to an anxious affectionate Wife^

by her Husband.

ADIEU,
my love ! our anchor's up ;

Wind east, for Brest we steer ;

Ere yon refulgent sun is set,

The Land's-end we shall clear.

Adieu, romantic site,* adieu !

And thou, my heart's best joy

May health her choicest odours strew

Around thee and my boy !

When rains swift pour, and Boreas breathes

Her blasts around thy shed,

Think not that briny ocean heaves

Her waves o'er Henry's head.

For know, my lore, when tempests roar

Along fam'd Albion's coast,

Ere they have gain'd proud Gallia's shore.

Their fury all is lost.

Think on thy boy, his rising years
Demand thy ev'ry care ;

Teach him to scorn unmanly fears,

And all that's noble dare.

When peace shall smile, and war's alarms

No longer fire my breast,

I'll fly to clasp him in my arms,
And on thy bosom rest.

Can-sand Bay.
k^sX***"

LINES,

In Ansizer to the preceding^ supposed to be written by the Wife.

HOW sweet my HENRY'S kind adieu,

That on the wings of lore was borne j

When shall thy presence bless my view ?

When wilt thou finally return ?

^T-T L r j_ .--- -,-r-. -
n -i

r
. _-_ . _, T -_-,,, j ._r - -

*
RAME-HEAD, the westernmost point which lorms Plymouth Sou^u.
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When shall the tow'ring head of RAME
No more a north direction bear ;

And blissful strains a peace proclaim,
As lasting as my love sincere ?

When gathering storms assail my roof,

And cares invade my anxious breast,

Convinc'd thy soul is tempest-proof,
And of its Maker's love possessed-

Still safely I recline my head,

And speak, or think, or dream of thee,

And pray that Heav'n may blessings shed.,

Aud safely bring thee back to me.

May Heav'n its choicest blessings pour
On our dear boy, and guard his youth ;

The task be mine t' improve each hour-
To lead him in the paths of truth.

Then noble, manly, good, and brave.

He may in deeds heroic shine ;

For well HE stems life's hostile wave,

Whose Pilot is the POWER DIVINE.

NAVAL HISTORY OF THE PRESENT YEAR, 1808,

(July August. )

RETROSPECTIVE AND MISCELLANEOUS.

are much gratified, in being able to state, that the intelligence

from Spain continues to be of the most favourable description.

By one splendid victory, the entire province of Andalusia has been freed

from the presence of the French, with a loss, to the vanquished, of from

14,000 to 20,000 men. The French general, Gobert, was killed in the

action ;
and the other two generals, Dupont and Wedel, were taken pri-

soners of war.

.The contemptible usurper, Joseph Buonaparte, had ventured to Madrid;

but, in consequence of the reverses of the French, he left that capital

abruptly, after a stay of only a few days, taking with him the regaliu, and

most of the valuable moveables, in plate, &c. from the palace.

"
He, like a thief, the precious diadem stole,

And put it iti his pocket."

Buonaparte himself reached Paris on his birth-day, the 14th of Augusf;
A s a matter of course, great rejoicing took place; bells were rung, guns
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were fired, the city was illuminated, and the most splendid fetes were

given.

The tyrant, however, must unquestionably be greatly chagrined ;
and there

are strong reasons for believing, that he is acting under an impulse of con-

siderable alarm.

Extensive military preparations are going forward in ffermany ; and the

general opinion is, that Austria meditates an immediate attack upoa
France. Any circumstance of this nature must be favourable, as tending
to divert the attention of Buonaparte from his main object the subjugation
of Spain.
The emancipation of upwards of 10,000 Spanish troops from the yoke of

Franco and Denmark, under the auspices of the British navy, <is will be seen

by the official despatches of Admiral Keats, given in the Extraordinary
Gazette of August 24, is another joyful event, which reflects much credit

on all the parties concerned.

By the arrival of the East India fleet, we have at length received the

following details, by Sir Edward Pellew, of the annihilation of the Dutch

power in the Indian seas:*

Madras, February 13, 1808.

The following despatch, from his Excellency Rear-admiral Sir Edward

Pelicw, Bart, comnumder-in-chief of h;s majesty's ships and vessels serving

in the East Indies, was this day received by the honourable the governor in

council.

To the Hon. WILLIAM PETRE, Esq. Governor In Council, Fort St. George,

HON. SIR, I have the honour to transmit to you a statement of our pro-

ceedings in this quarter, by which you will be informed that the whole of

the men of war remaining to the power of Holland iu the East Indies, have

been finally destroy d. I cannot refuse to myself the pleasure of expressing

my satisfaction, that in the execution oKthis service the most c<rdial under-

standing has reigned between the. naval and military forces employed under

(be joint command of myself and Lieutenant-colonel Lockhart, and that ia

your selection of that valuable officer to co-operate with me on this occa-

sion, I consider myself much indebted to you, s:r, in council. It is my
intention to proceed to morrow on our return to M uiras, part of the

cquadron making the passage through the Straits of bally, and the rest un-

der my flag by the way of Malacca.

I have the honour to be, lion. Sir,

Your very obedient ser.-anr,

Bis majesty's ship Cul'^ltn, off Griessee, EDWARD PELLEVY.
December 16, 1807.

Having sailed from Malacca on the ^Oth nit. we arrived with the

* Vide page 68 of the present volume.
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squadron named in the margin,* off Point Panka, at the eastern extremity

of Java, on the 5th instant, with the troops embarked on board them. The
Fox reconnoitred Batavia on the passage, where a brig only was lying in the

roads. The shoal water prevented the line-of-battle ships from proceeding

beyond Sedaye, about ten miles up the harbour on the right, from whence,

in conjunction with Lieutenant-colonel Lockhart, commanding the troops

on board, the commander-in-chief sent a commission under a flag of truce,

consisting of Captain Flcctwood Pellew, of his majesty's ship Powerful,

Captain Sir Charles Burdett, of his majesty's 30th regiment, and Mr.

Locker, secretary to the commander-in- chief, to treat with the commandant

of the Dutch naval force for the surrender of the Dutch men of war under

his command, lying at Griessee in a dismantled state. A copy of their pro-

posals follows. On their arrival at Griessee, Mr. Cowell, the Dutch com-

modore, thought fit to detain the boat, and place them in arrest, contrary to

the established rights of nations, sending information to that purport by one

of his officers, and absolutely refusing to accept of any conditions for the

surrender of the ships. The following morning, having lightened theCullo-

den and Powerful, the whole of the ships proceeded up to Griessee^

cannonading a battery of 12 nine and 18 -pounders, at Samhelangan, on the

island of Madura, on the left, the fire from which with hot shot hulled

several of the ships, but providentially struck no person on board them, and

was soon silenced. The battery of"Griessee fired but a few shot, also

without effect. The gentlemen of the commission, and the boat's crew,

by order of the commodore, on the^ approach of the British ships, were

removed to Sourabaya, about 15 miles higher up the harbour; and they

having represented to the governor and council of that settlement, to which

Griessee is subordinate, the unjustifiable conduct of the Dutch commodore,

they were released the following day, and accompanied by a deputation of

three of their members on their return, to express the concern of that

government (disclaiming all concurrence in this violent measure), and to

receive the terms upon which a final arrangement should be made.

The affair being thus settled without further difficulty, the men of war

named in the margin f were burnt on the evening of the llth inst. they

having been scuttled previous to the Dutch commodore's desertion of

Griessee. The two former were very fine ships, but by great neglect were

considerably wanting in repair. The Kortenaar had long since been cut

down and employed as a sheer hulk
;
no other vessel of war was found in

the harbour. The grenadier company of his majesty's 30th regiment took

possession of Griessee, and with a party of artillery lias effectually destroyed

* Culloden, 74, Rear-admiral Sir Inward Pellew, Captain G. Bell ; Powerful,

74, Captain I'leetwood Pellew (acung); Caroline, .%, Captain Henry Hart;

Fox, 32, Hoa. Captain Cochrano, ; Victor,. 18, Capt. Thomas Groohe ; Samaring,

13, Capt. Rich. Buck ; Seaiiower, 14, Lieut. W. T. Owen; Jaseur, 12, Lieutenant

Thomas Laughame.

f Worcester transport ; Revolutie, 70
; Plato, 70

; Kortenaar, sheer hulk ;

Raitoir", Cumpanj's ship, of 1000 tons, pierced for 40 guns.
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the gnns, military stores, &rc. in die garrison, the naval stores being destroy-

ed by a division of seamen landed from the squadron. The battery of

Sambelangan lias, agreeable to the terms of the treat v, been destroyed by
the Dutch, and since inspected by the commanding officer of artillery.

This service has completed the entire destruction of the naval force of

Holland in the F.ast Indies, the previous successes of his majesty's ships

having deprived them of every other ship of war in their service on this sta-

tion. The defenceless state of the ship
5 now destroyed, which lay on shore

alongside the hulk, their gunsbeing landed, and the batteries being unequal
to oppose the fire of the squadron, did not aftord a sufficient opportunity to

exercise the united naval and military forces employed on this service, but

the difficulties which have been surmounted in bringing up the ships to

Griessee, have called forth that active zeal and perseverance whi< h is highly

creditable to the exertions of the respective captains and commanders, and

every person on board.

The commander-in-chief feels himself greatly indebted to Lieutenant-

colonel Lockhart, for the cordial co-operation with which lie has been

uniformly actuated in this undertaking, aud for the valuable assistance re-

ceived from the otfccers and troops under his command ; he has also

to regret that the circumstances under which the force has been employed
did not reward them by an opportunity of distinguishing them selves on shore,
with their accustomed ardour and intrepidity.

It appears also, by the following letter from an officer of the 14th

regiment, that we have taken the Danish island of Tranquebar :

"
Tranquebar, February 19, 1808.

" We embarked on the 10th instant at Madras, on board his majesty's

ship Russell, and sailed at daybreak the following morning. On the after-

noon of the 12th we reached our destination, the mouth of the river Caveri,
otl the town of Tranquebar. The place was immediately summoned, and
articles of capitulation were signed at 10 P. IV!. between Colonel Watson
and Captain Caulfield, on the part of the British, and the deputy-governor
on the part of the Danes.

' The flank companies of our regiment took possession of the place on.

the morning of the 13th. Eat as the outward-bound fleet, unde^ Admiral

Drury, appeared off here as we were landinj, ue expect to be immediately
relieved, and to proceed to Calcutta."

The following account of the capture of the Piedmontaise frigate, is

given in a letie. ufficer, passenger in the Hon. Company's ship
C'harlton :

" The Piedmontaise, the terror of the Indian seas, so renowned for her

success and swift sailing, mounting 50 guns, and SOU men, has been cap-
tured at last. The bt. Fiorenzo, Captain Hardinge, has had the glory of

conquering her. After three bloody engagements, on three successive

days, she struck her colours. The brave Captain Hardinge fell in the last

engagement. That desperate French officer, Moreau, was the second cap*
tain in the Piedmontaise. This is the man who stabbed Captain Larkins,

* <Boi.XX. v
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after the capture of the Warren Hastings, and whom Sir Edward

denounced, in his public orders to the fleet, as a proper object of vn-
geaiice, if ever he should be taken. Moreau conducted himself in a fu-

rious mztmier during the engagement. He would not suffer his ship to

strike, and declared he should never be taken by the English alive. At

last he discharged his pistols into his own body, and was thrown over-

board, at his own request, before he was dead. When the Charlton was

coming out of Columbo, on the 1 1th of March, we saw the St. Fiorenzo

towing the Piedmontaise towards Columbo. The Piedmontaise was to-

tally dismasted, and the St. Fiorenzo appeared to be in a mangled con-

dition, and more shattered in the hull than her prize. We did not know
at first what ships they were. Our second officer, accompanied by the

Rev. Dr. Buchanan and some other of the passengers, went on board

both of the ships, and carried with them a supply of pine-apples and

other fruits for the sick and wounded. One of the French officers ave

the following account: " The Piedmontaise having heard that three

East Indiamen, viz. the Charlton, Metcalf, and Devonshire were to pro-
ceed from Bombay to Columbo, without convoy, formed the design of

intercepting them at Cape Comorin, where she was sure of falling iu with

them, and had determined to light the three ships. Her plan was to

board the first Indiaman she came up with, without firing a gun, and to

throw on board one hundred and fifty men, by which means, said Mo-

reau,
' we shall be sure of two of them at least." Accordingly, on Sun-

Aay morning, the 6th day of March, the Piedmontaise discovered the

three Indiamen off Cape Comorin, and was just going to bear down upon

them, when she saw the St. Fiorenzo come in sight. She then made off,

and the St. Fiorenzo chased her. We now recollected that, on that very

morning we had seen two large ships, one on the right, and one on our

left, but we did not know who they were, and quietly continued our

course, perfectly ignorant of our danger, or our deliverance."

The action is more particularly described in the subjoined state-

ment:
*' On Friday the 4th of March, 1808, his majesty's ship St. Fiorenzo,

Captain Hardinge, sailed from Point de Galle, Ceylon. On the 6th, at

seven A. M. she passed three Indiamen, the Metcalf, Devonshire, and

Charlton, and soon after saw a frigate bearing north-east. The St. Fio-

renzo immediately hauled her wind in shore, and made all sail, being, at

that time, in lat. 7. 32. Nr . and 77. 58. E. She made the private signal,

which was not answered, and at five shewed her colours, which the stran-

ger took no notice of: at 11. 40. P. M. ranged alongside of him on the

larboard tack, and received his broadside. After engaging ten minutes

within a cable's length, the enemy made sail a-head out of the range of

the St. Fioreuzo's shot. She ceased firing, and made all sail after him,

continuing to come up with him till day-light, when, finding he could

not avoid an action, he wore, as did the St. Fiorenzo, and, at twenty-
five minutes past six recommenced the engagement, at the distance of

half a mile, gradually closing with him to a quarter of a mile. The fire
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was constant and well directed on both sides, though that of the enemy
slackened towards the latter part of the action. At 8. 15 A. M. the.

enemy made all sail. The St. Fiorenzo's main topsail-yard being shot

through, the main-royal-mast, both raain-top-mast stays, the maiu-

springstay, and most of both standing and running rigging and sails cut

to pieces, and cartridges fired away, she ceased firing, and employed all

hands in repairing the damages, and fitting her again for action. They
kept sight of the enamy during the night, and at 9 A. M. on the Sth,

being perfectly prepared for action, she bore down on him, under a

sail: he did not endeavour to avoid the St. Fioren/o until she hauled

athwart his stern, to gain the weather-gage, and bring him to close

fight, when the enemy hauled up also and made all sail ; but perceiving
the S-t. Fiorenzo coming up fast with him, and that a battle was un-

avoidable, he tacked, and at 3 P. M. they passed each other on oppo-
site tacks, and commenced action within a quarter of a cable's length:
when t|ie enemy was abaft the St. Fioreuzo's beam, he wore, and, after

an hour and twenty miautes close action, struck his colours. She

proved to be la Picdmontaise French frigate, commanded by Monsieur

Epron, capilaine do vaisseait; she mounted 50 guns, long 18 pounders
oil her main deck, and 36 pound carronadcs on her quarter deck. She

had 530 Frenchmen on board, and near '200 Lascars. She sailed from

the .Mauritius on the 30th of December. In the action she had 48 men

filled, and 122 wounded. The St. Fiorenzo had 18 killed, and 25

wounded; among the former her commander, who unfortunately fell

by a grape shot, the second broadside in the last action. Lieutenant

H. G. M assay was badly wounded just before the enemy struck.

Jloreau, the second captain of ia Piedmontai.se, was severely wounded

in the third action, and either threw himself, or caused himself to he

thrown overboard. La Piedmontaise had her rigging cut to pieces,

and her ;nasts and bowsprit so wounded that they went by the board

during the night. Lieutenant Dawsnu succeeded Captain Ilardinge, and

brought the St. Fiorenzo and la Picdmontaiso (her prize) into Coltmibo

on the lath of March."

The following article is extracted from a most respectable periodical

work, "
'/7:c ( 'ulcuiLu Monthly J oitrnu/,'' bearing date January 6, 18<)8,

with little hope, we confess, of its proving correct in its facts, but

which is of too curious and interesting a nature to be suppressed:
" We arc informed that the Greyhound, during her late cruise,

touched at l!u> island of .St. Mary's, near the coast of Madagascar. The

king of that place, who .speaks French, gave a ve y clear account of a

Ijnc-of-baltie snip and a frigate having arrived there in distress in ihe

month of February last. He further slated, that the ships had heeu

caulked and repaired as well as circumstances permitted, whilst they lay
off the const, and that after staying a fortnight, the two ships a^ain put
t;< sea, having first salted and taken on board a hundred bullocks, with

which the kiuj; had ordered them to be supplied. A < esyriptuui vas,

of the officers of the ships, which answered exactly to the person*
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of Sir Thomas Troubridge, Captains Elphinstone, Bissel, and Pigot, of

the Java. The first was said to be a tall and moderately stout man,

remarkably upright, and having two gold epaulettes; the next a thin

man, also with two epaulettes; the third a thin officer; and the fourth

short and lusty; the two latter having but one epaulette each. A short

lady was also mentioned, answering to the appearance of Mrs. Grey.
There can be little doubt that these ships were the Blenheim and Java;
and we are rather led to draw this inference, from the information that

a line-of-battle ship in distress was distinctly seen, after the gale, by the

inhabitants of Bourbon Island. Sir Thomas's flag, as admiral of the

white, was also described as flying; the ships had all their masts

standing.
" A dawn of hope therefore even yet remains that :hese vessels and

their crews may have survived. It is true, Sir Thomas has not been

heard of at the Cape, ner from South America; but it is yet probable
that, although he was not able to get to the Cape, he may have steered

for New Holland, or run his ships ashore on some intermediate island;

and in this case (and such accidents are upon record), a loiig time may
elapse before any account may reach India.

" That these ships survived the gale there can be little doubt; they

might, indeed, have afterwards been lost in an attempt to reach the

Cape or St. Helena; and this apprehension derives some force from the

circumstance of the cross-trees of a Dutch-built frigate having been

picked up near the Cape, with the Dutch mark upon it.

" Such is the information that has readied us, and as the fate of so

many brave men naturally excites the liveliest anxiety in every feeling

mind, we consider it our duty to submit the above to our readers, M!IO

will draw their own inferences from the facts stated."

A letter from Barbarioes, of the 10th of July, states as follows:
" His majesty's schooner Flying Fish arrived here on the Sth instant

from off Cadiz; and, in consequence of the communications received by
her, the whole of the Spanish prisoners here were sent off in his majes-

ty's ship Hussar, supposed for La Guira. His majesty's ship Beileisle,

Captain Cochrane, Intrepid, and Ramillies, of the line, Blonde and

Acasla frigates, with five or six smaller vessels, remain here. A report

prevailed here that a French ship of the line, and one armed en JIute,

had arrived at Martinique, vessels of that description having chased his

majesty's brig Julia to windward. His majesty's ships Captain and

Blonde were sent to reconnoitre the harbour at Martinique, but saw

nothing of them. His majesty's ship N
7

etley upset in a squall off this

place, and the whole of the crew perished, except a midshipman of the

nameot'Kowe, and eight seamen, who \verepicked up by the Julia.'*

Intelligence from the West Indies, of a more recent date, represents
the islands of Martinique and Guadaloupe to be in a state of insurrection,

arising from famine, in consequence of the American embargo, and on

the eve of surrendering to the English.

The American embargo, however, if we are to judge from the fol-

lowing article, dated New York, July 16, is not likely to be re-

moved:
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" The Osage, so long expected, has at length arrived, and we are

still in a state of uncertainty and doubt. England has made no conces-

sion for lier outrage, and Buonaparte has niaiie neither a declaration of

hostilities, nor an absolute resolve to continue in peace with us. He
has (1:-. ..-(I liiut all American vessels which are found in the European,
seas after the 2Sth of April, shall be liable to seizure. The measure is

predicated upon the supposition that they must have escaped from the

United States, in the contravention of the embargo law, or that they
were cany ing on illicit commerce under cover of their flag. The same

decree contains another remarkable clause, which amply displays the

cunning policy of the French government
" That American vessels

shall be subject to embargo in France, as long as the embargo con-

tinues 111 the United States;" because they assert that we laid the em-

bargo, under the idea that the English, under the orders of council,

would seize our ships, and that it would, in sucli case, benefit us."

ISLAND OF CEYLOX.
KRAI. ORDEKS.

Ileud-qii'.irlerii, Galle, March 18, 1808.

The St. Fiorcnzo frigate, commanded by the late Captain Hardingc
has, afler an action second to none that ever graced the annals of the

navy, towed into the roads of Columbo the French frigate la

Piedmontaise, more than double her force in point of men, and su-

perior in the number of guns, and which had hitherto escaped the vigi-
lance of ti c navv

Lieutenant-general Maitiand feels it his duty, as representing his so-

vereign in this island, to direct, that at four o'clock to-morrow the flag
at the Hag-staff be hoisted half flag-stud' hi^b, and that minute guns be

fired agreeable to the number of years Captain Hardinge had so honour-

ably lived, when his career \\as, so unfortunately for his friends and

country, cut off.

This order will be read at the head of the troops when it arrives;

and similar honours to the memory of Captain Hardinge will be paid iu

all the forts of the island on the day of its arrival.

ADJUDICATION OF PRIZE CAIM'.S, IX THE ADMIRALTY
COURT.

FKIUAV, JULY 15.

Gt ILLFAUME TEI.I.. This was a French ship of war, which was cap-
tured on the 31st March, ISOO, by his majesty's ship of war I oudroyant,
and carried to Port Mahon, in the island of Minorca. The question
before the court was that of a claim of joint capture, set up on the part
of his majesty's ships of war uillotlen and Northumberland, on the

ground of being associated with ihc squadron employed in the blockade
of Malta and the harbour of La Valelte, during which period the prize
in question was effected. The court, after recapitulating the evidence

on each side, and making several observations applicable to the case,

was
clearly of opinion, thai the CuUodcn and Xurlhumberlnttd were en-

titled to share, ami accordingly prur.tjunrcitfor tfte reap? ctivc interests.
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JENNY. This vessel, under Harnbro' colours, laden with a cargo of

vice, tobacco, and other articles, was captured by the private ship of

war Hero, and brought to Plymouth ; and the question now before the

court was that of demurrage and expences, prayed on the part of the
claimants against the captors. The court referred this case to the regis-

trar and merchants, to ascertain if any, and uhat demurrage and ex-

fences were due.

PROSPER. This was a. case in which costs and damages were prayed

against the captors, on the ground of detention after sufficient proof of

the property was produced to entitle the claimants to restitution. The

court, under all circumstances, rejected that part of the prui/er u-ith

respect to costs and damages generally, but condemned the captors in the

costs of this day's hearing.

MELPOMENE. This was an American vessel, laden with a cargo of

sugar, cotton, and various other articles, bound on a voyage from New
York to Amsterdam. It appeared, in this case, that the ship and cargo
had been already restored; and the reserved questions now before the

court were those of costs and damages, and captor's expences: the first

of which questions arose as follows that after the seizure of the shin by
the captors, in bringing her into Portsmouth harbour she ran upon the

Warden Ledge, and received damage. There was likewise a charge of

damage preferred against the captors in respect to the cargo. 'Die court

in this case, it ider all circumstances, allowed the claimants \QOl.for the

damage the ship had sustained, but dismissed that part ofthe case respect"

ing the cargo.
BERSHIRE. This was a question of salvage. It appeared from the

proceedings in this case, that this brig, in going into Wqodbridge river,

got on the beach by accident, and m.ule a great deal of water, but by
the exertion of the salvors she was brought safe into the river. Tk:>

being a case of slight salvage, the court pronounced for the 10?. ten-

dered by the owners in the first instance, with the. addition of 1. more, as

a remuneration to the salvorsfor the service rendered.

August 5.

HENRIETTA CHARLOTTE, Maas, master. This Hamburgh ship, laden

with a cargo of fruit bound to London, was captured by a privateer,

and carried into Plyrnoalh. It appeared that while she washing there,

iu consequence of a violent storm, she oas lost, and the question was.

whether the captors were answerable to the owners. Tht court con-

ceived that it was a justifiable seizure, and therefore rejected the ci*iim-

ant's petition.

I'RAU MARGARETHA, master. Ship (;>id cargo restored, on the

ground of their coming n'ithin the relaxation of the orders in Council.

FRAU JOHANNA ELIZABETH, Bobs, master. Ctiptor.i expences de-

creed.

EUANUEL, Mayberg. Remainder of the cargo pronounced to be Por-

tuguese property. Captors and Briti$!i claimant? ejrj-iencc-! also dc- ,

freight and expences referred.
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^letters on ^rtjicc,

Copied verbatim front (lie LOXDOX GJZETTF.

AmriKALTY-OFFICE, AUGUST ?, 1303.

Copy of a Letter from Vice-admiral Sir James Saumarti, Bart. andK.B.
Commander-in-chiefof hi> Mmetty't Ships <nul Ft.wr/.v In the. Baltic, to the

Hon. IF. W. Pole, dated on board the Victory, off Moon Island, July 15,
1308.

IT HERFAVITII enclose, for the information of the Lords Commissioners
-"- of the Admiralty, the copy of a letter transmitted to me by Rear-ad-
miral Sir Samuel Hood, from Captain I5ithm>t, of his majesty's 3hip .Sal-

sctte, stating his having chased <t sloop of war, under Russian colours, into

Revel, and having captured his Russian majesty's cutter A pith.
I have directed the cutter to be surveyed and valued, being represented

to be in every respect fit for his majesty's service; and, as vessels of this

class are particularly required upon this station, 1 propose to appoint an.

officer to command her, and to man her with the ineu lately exchanged from

Copenhagen. I am, sir, &c.

J. SAUMAREZ.

His Majesty's Skip Salsette, off"

SIR, Norgcn Island, J?/e24, 1808.

I beg leave to inform you, that having yesterday, in bis majesty's ship

Salsette, chased a sloop of war under Russian colours to Revel, where a

frigate and a brig were lying, and taken a galliot partly laden with spirits,

that was at anchor in the roads, in coming out with the latter saw a cutter

oft' the north end of Norgen island, coming down with signals up, who soon
after hauled her wind for the land ;

made all sail in chase, and closed with
her at half past eight P. M. but on opposite tacks, nnd the wind dying away
at the time she crossed us with her sweeps out, and returned our fire, by
which, I am sorry I have to say, one, a marine, -.vas killed : the wind con-

tinuing very light, and the cutter pulling away with her sweeps, prevented
our closing again with her for some time, but a sudden squall of a few mi-
nutes brought the ship up with her about ten o'clock ; yet, as they were near
the shore, and it just then setting in dark, they persevered in their endea-
vours to escape after they were completely under and exposed to the fire of
most of our guns j but, being hailed to lay in their sweeps, at a quarter past
ten they did so, as it was then impossible for them to get away.
On taking possession she proved to be his Ru-sian majesty's cutter Apith,

commanded by Lieutenant G.C. Novelski, mounting fourteen guns, twelve-

pounders, carronades, and manned with sixty-one men. four of whom were
killed, the commander and seven wounded. She left Swcnborg at noon the
same day, to join the sloop of war we had chased in the morning, belonging
to a squadron of four frigates and eight sloops stationed there.

The cutter is a very fine vessel, about two years old, exceedingly well

fitted, and found in every thing.
I am, sir, &c.

Sir Samuel Tlwd, K. B. Rear-admiral W. BATHURST,
of the White, 4-c.
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Copy of a Letter from Commodore Owen to the Hon. W. W. Pole, dated on
board his Majesty's Ship Clyde, in the Downs, August 1, 1808. .

SIR,
In the absence of Vice-admiral Campbell, I have the honour to transmit,

foMhe information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, a letter

addressed to him by Captain Maxwell, of his majesty's sloop Royalist, dated
the 16th instant, acquainting him with his having captured the Danish
schooner privateer Aristides, after a chase of three hours.

I have tin; honour to be, &c.
E. W. C. It OWEN.

tils Majesty's Sloop Royalist, off

SIR, Gottenburgh, July 16, 1808.
I have the pleasure to acquaint you of his majesty's sloop Royalist, under

my command, having captured the Danish schooner privateer Aristides,
after a chase of three hours. She is a remarkabfe fine vessel, American

built, pierced for sixteen guns, having only six mounted, and forty-one men.
She sailed in the morning from Flodstrand,- victualled and stored for live

months, intending to cruise on the coast of Scotland. At the time I fell in

with him he was engaging an English packet, which vessel must have been

captured had it not been for the timely aid of his majesty's sloop under my
command.

I have the honour to be, &c.
Vice-admiral Campbell, 4-0. Downs. 3. MAXWELL,

AUGUST 6.

Copy ofa Letter from Vice-admiral Vashon, Commander-in-chief of his Ma-

jesty's Ships and Vessels ut Leilh, to the Hon. JV. W. Pole,; dated August
2, 1808.

SIR,
I am to beg you will be pleased to lay before the Lords Commissioners

of the Admiralty the enclosed letter which I have received from Captain
Dix, of his majesty's sloop Cygnet, giving an account of the capture of the

Danish privateer brig Christiana, mounting fourteen guns, with a comple-
ment of sixty men; out three days from Christiana.

The privateer has just anchored in Leith roads.

I am, &c. J. VASHON.
His Majesty's Sloop Cygnet,

SIK, at Sea, July 27, 1808.

I beg leave to inform you, that, after a chase of nine hours, I had the good
fortune to come up with and capture the Danish brig privateer Christiana,

mounting fourteen guns, twelve 12-pounder carronades, and two long nines,

manned with sixty men; out three days from Christiana without having made

any captures. She is victualled and stored for one month, and was proceed-

ing oft' the north end of Shetland for the purpose of intercepting our home-
ward-bound Greenlandmen.
The Christiana was formerly an English merchant brig.

I have the honour to be, &c.
J. Vashon, Esq. Vice-admiral of the Blue, $c. EDWARD DIX.

AUGUST 9.

Copy of a Letter from Admiral Lord Gambier, Commander-in-chief of his

Majesty's Ships and Vessels employed in the Channel, Soundings, SfC. to the

Hon. W. W. Pole, dated in Cawsand Bay, the 6th August, 1808.

SIR,

Be pleased to lay before the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, the
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enclosed letter from Captain R-xld, of* his majesty's ship Indefatigable, dated

die 4,h instant, giving an account of liis huv:n; captured the French ship
letter of marque la Diane, on the 31st ultimo, from Bourdeaux bound to the

I-ilr of Trance.

The Indefatigable arrived in Plymouth Sound this morning with her prize
and will return to her station off the Girnude immediately.

I have the honour to be, &c.

OAMBIEH.
His Majesty's ship Indefatigable,

MY LORD, off'Ushunt, August 4, 13U3.

I have the honour of acquainting your lordship, thnt his majesty's ship In-

defctigable, under my command. captured on the .'31st ultimo, in lat. 4J. 34
N. Ion". 2. 39 W. the French ship letter of marque la Diane, pierced for

twenty-^wo guns, fourteen nines and sixes mounted, with a complement of

sixty-eight men on hoard. She is from Bourdeaux, w;is hound to the Isle of

France, lias a cargo in, a part of which consists of naval stores, on account

of the i
french government. She sailed from the river Gironde the evening

before, is a fine ship, f<>nr hundred and eighty-two tons burthen, sails well,

but six years old, coppered, and is apparently well calculated for his majes-

ty's service. She was on her second voyage to India. The letters and de-

spatches were thrown 'overboard and Mink in chase.

I have the honour to be, &c.
RL fif Hon. Lord G ambier, A chuirat of J . THEMAYXE RODD .

the Mae, Cotnmander-in-ch'uf, fyc.

Co/-y (>f'a Letterfrom Vice-admiral DUTCS, Commander- in-chief of his Ma-
yes y's Ships ami fossils at Jamaica, to the lion. If. W. Pule, dated on
board the fo/crun, i-i Port lioyal, the l(jth oj'Jttnc, 1C -;<i.

SIR,
I have the honour to transmit, for tlie information of the Lords Com-

missioners of the A'dmiralty, i;i< cupv 01 a letter 1 have received from Cap-
tum li,'j;lt'Iielii, i'0p ';-ti:ii ihe <

-.prun; of the i-re-i h national
|JII_L;

le Griffon,
ul sixteen guas and -jue iiundi-e.l j.i'l tiveiHen, by tbe Bacchante.

1 an;, t\c. J R. DACRES.
His Majesty's Ship Bacchante, Port

Sin, Ho at, Jamaica, MC.II '27, JttOtJ.

I have the honour to inform von that "us majesty's .<'i:p
ta iii;r my com-

mand captured, oi, the ilih i.i-ianr, (nj'dp.ne Antonio, f.liei- a chase of
several hours, the French Ir-; :j;'i wi>j; Gnlion, ciimiiutn.K- I -eisr

Jacques Gautier, lieuunant J; .<'.,.-. <i
!

i, mounting fourt- .:ul.r

carronatiea and two !. ! with u:>j hundred and live men. Mie

appears a very line \ev_-v.-!, quite unv, and, in my opinion, well adapted fur

Ins majesty's ser-

in justice to the French commander, I cannot omit say'.- -ined

and returned our tiro for tlnrtv uii..u es, -.VK;I ranch g;i'lantrv and per>cie-

rauce, not strikins: Ins col-mrs till we L;x i run him witlnu half a cable's length
<i e breakers off the C.'.pe, aiid t:.e Bacchante then not her length from
him. I hae reason to l)f: well satisfied on this as every other occasion, of
tii-,' steady conduct of the nlhccrs and men I have the. honour to command,

:u happy to add we had no person hurt in this affair; die enemy liud

five wounded.
I have the honour to be, occ.

J. JR. Dacres, Esq. Vicc-ndtnmii of

'

he I* title, J. II. INGLEFJELD,
n-ihift, qc. Jamaica,

JT2au, etjjMn. 04 a!, XX,
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AUGUST 16.

Copt,
1 of a Letter from Vice-admiral Lord Colliiigrcood, Commandcr-in-clncf

<y'
ln.s Maje.iti/n Shi-,s and Vessel's in tlu Mediterranean, to the lion. ft'.

Tt . Pole, dated on board the Ocean, cff Cadiz, July 25, 1808.

SlR,
1 have the pleasure to acquaint you, for the information of the Lords

Commissioners of the Admiralty, that the French troops under General

Dupont, consisting of about eight thousand men, surrendered themselves

prisoners of war, on the 20th instant, having lost about three thousand

killed in some partial actions which took place on that and the three pre-

ceding days.
General Wed el, with about six thousand, who had arrived to reinforce

Dupont, has capitulated, on condition of his corps being embarked and sent

to Kochefort.

The copy of a letter from Captain Whittingham to Lieutenant-general
Sir Hew Dalryiiiple, detailing the operations and dual success of the Spanish

forces, I beg leave to enclose. *

I am, &c. COLLINGWOOD.

Copy of another Letter from Viee-admiral Lord Collingwood to the Hon. !'.

W. Pole, dated on board the Ocean, off Cadiz, the 23d July, J808.

SIR,
I enclose to you a letter I have received from Captain Campbell, of his

majesty's ship the Unite, informing me of the capture, by that ship, of two
Italian brigs of war, mounting each sixteen S2-pounder carronades, with a

complement of one hundred and fifteen men; a hired brig which was in com-

pany with these, from the light winds was enabled to escape. Of the /eal,

activity, and skill of Captain Campbell, I have had frequent occasion to

write you, sir, in terms of praise; he has the king's service warmly at heart,
and his enterprises, never fail of producing good ;

of his olh'cers he speaks -in

high commendation, particularly of the first lieutenant Wilson, and I beg
their lordships will allow me to second the recommendation of his captain,
and offer his merits to their regard. I am, &c.

COLLIXGWOOD.

His Majesty's Ship Unite, offPrcmudu, June 1, 1808.

MY LORD,

Having taken shelter under Lusin, in a heavy N. E. gale, on the 28th ult.

which continued until the afternoon of the 3 1st, when 1 weighed; getting
from under the land about five P. M. three sail were seen ciose under J're-

muda, on the starboard tack, with the wind at east, and were soon made out

to be brigs of war; chase was instantly given. On seeing us, they wore and
stood with the apparent intention ot gaining the channel of Zara. As the

night was likely to be clear, and the wind moderate, I determined follow ing

them, although the navigation (as your lordship will perceive by the chart)
is extremely intricate, nnd we not acquainted with it, but trusting entirely
to the lead and a good look-out. Fortunately we kept sight of them until

half past eleven, and by carrying a press of sail we again got sight of two a

little after three A. M. about two miles on our lee beam; the helm was im-

mediately put up, but the sails were hardly trimmed when the third was ob-.

served, on the starboard tack, on our larboard bow ;
we hauled to the wind,

and passed her within musket-shot to leeward, and gave her our larboard

broadside, with such eiTect, as to completely knock her up, so that she struck

without firing a gun, the people having run from their quarters. Boats were .

immediately despatched to bring the oth'cers on board, and secure her, and

* From the nmnler of Gazette letters in this rnontii, and a pre_< of other inipor-
taut matter, we are unavoidably compelled to delcr Sir II. 11ai-\ rnplc's despatch
till our next number.
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sail made after tlic other two, who were making off through one of the pas-

sages to (jet to sea; it falling little wind, and they making use of their sweeps,
it was not until nearly seven that we gut within shot of the stcrnmost, who,
after receiving a few from us, and seeing no chance of escaping, fired her

broadside, struck her colours, and run on shore. It continuing to fall less

wind, the other brig, being much sm dler, by the hel|> of her sweeps, was

leaving us fast, as there was no appearance of its frcslienin^, and .-he having

got amongst a cluster of small islands, 1 thought it most prudent to secure

what we had got, and endeavour to get the one winch had run on shore, off;
which we sooii effected without her receiving Mie least damage. They prove
to he the Nettuno and Teulic, of sixteen yj-pounder*, bras- carronadcs,
an 1 one hundred and fifteen men each, sent from Zara the day before for

tli;.- purpose of attacking us. having heard that \\e had so many men absent
a id sick, that we must fall an easy prey. They arc exactly the size of el

Itonco that we took a mouth ago, and but a few naoijihs old.

I subjoin a return or' the killed and wounded, and it affords me the

greatest possible satisfaction that we had not a man hurt.

1 have the honour to be, ccc.

I'.-vT. CAMPBKI.I..

Nettuno 7 killed, 2 drowned, and 13 wounded.
Teulie 5 killed, and 16' wounded.

Cajji/ of a Letter from Sir Charles Cotton, Barf. Admiral vf the Rlue, $c. to

the Hon. fP. W. Pole, dated on board the Hibcrnia, off" the Tugus, the

SlstJu/y, 1808.

SIR,
Enclosed herewith I transmit, for the information of the Lords Commis-

sioners of the Admiralty, copy of a despatch received by me this day from

Vice-admiral Lord Collingwood, detailing the defeat and surrender of Gene-
ral Dupont'sarmy, together with the capitulation of the force under General

Wedel to General Castanos; by these fortunate events the whole of Anda-
lusia is said to be cleared of French troops.

1 have the honour to be, &c.
C. COTTON.

Ocean, of Cadi.:, July 24, 1803.

By the Scout I informed you, that the Preach forces under General Du-

pont have surrendered to the Spanish army; and, having to-day received

from the president of the supreme junta of government at Seville the offi-

cial account of it, 1 do myself the honour of transmitting a copy of it for

your information.

Adrn. Sir Charles Cotton, Bart. Com- COLLIXGWOOD.
tauitder-i)i-chitf,$c. offike. Tagm.

MOST EXCELLENT LORD,

It is with the greatest satisfaction that the supreme junta informs your
excellency of the happy success which our arms have had over the I-'rciu h

army under Generals Dapont, Wedel, and Gobcrt, they having laid down
their arms, as is set forth in the enclosed papers, which accompany this for

your information, being persuaded of the noble interest your excellency
takes in our most just cause.

The victory could not have hcen more complete, and there does not re-

main one Frenchman in Andalusia; then; u"t bein a single individual of

the three divisions (which, by their own statement, amounted to more than

ity thousand men,) that lias not been either killed or taken prisoner.
The rejoicing is so general and so livd\

, that an idea of it caunot U
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and we expect it will be the same in your lordship's squadron, through the

favour which the Spanish nation owes ro British generosity,
God save V'ur exfclloncv,

} K \ \C iSCO DF. SAAVEDRA.
VICENTE HOltr..

A N T( )N IO ZKM BRAND.
ANDRES MINAN.

JUAN BAPFISTAESTELLER
Secretary of State.

Pal'tce of the Real Alcares of Seville, 22rf July, 1808.

To his Excellency Admiral Cullmgwood.

AT-crsT 15.

Copy of a Letter froin George Byne, Esq. Captain of his Majesty's Ship

Belliqueux, to the Hon. W. W.Pole, dated on board that Ship, Jf' Galle,
March 13, 1308.

SIR,

I think it my duty to inform you, for the information of the Lords Com-
missioners of the Admiralty, that nis majestyN ship St. Fiorenzo this morn-

ing anchored off Coluinbo, having brought in the Piodmotitaise French fri-

gate, totally dismasted, xvhich she captured after an action renewed three

successive days, and, on the last day, that excellent and gallant oracer

Captain Hardinge,.was unfortunately killed.

By all information a more severe and determined action has not been

fought during the war, nor British valour shewn more conspicuous v; mid,
I hear the St. Fiorenzo had thirteen killed and twenty-four wounded, and
the Piedmontaisc tifty killed and one hundred wonnded.

I have the honour to be, &c.
GEO. BYXG.

AUGUST 16".

Copy of a Letterfrom Admiral Young, Commander-in-chief of his Maiesfi/'s

Ships and Vessels at Plymouth, to the Hon. W. W. Pole, dated Salvador del

Oy in Humoaze, August 14, 1808.

SIR,

I enclose the copy of a letter from Captain Daly, of the Comet sloop, to

Admiral Lord Gambier, giving an account of the capture of the Sylphe
French national bri of eighteen guns. I am, &c.

W. YOUXG.
His IHujc&ty's Sloop Comet, at

MY LOHD, Sen, Ait(i st IJ, 1808.

On the 9th instant, I left Gijon, and, at half past eight this morning, being
in hit. 45. 33. N. and long. 5. 4. W. I observed three strange sail V N. E.

At nine, I distinguished them to be a corvette and two men of war brigs;

having hoisted die private signal, their not answering it induced me tQ con
elude they were enemies.

In the face of s-o superior a force, I thought it most prudent to continue

my course under all sa>l, as by altering it they might be inclined to chase me.
I am happy to say that by so doing the enemy were so far intimidated as to

tack and make all sail from me to the N. N E. At noon the corvette having
much outsailed her consorts, tacked and stood to the southward. I now
carried all possible sail in chase of the two brigs, and, at half pnst three the

headmost brig tacked and passed me to windward about two guns' -hot dis-

tance ;
at five the remaining brig hoisted French colours, and began to en

gage me with her stern guns. At twenty minutes after five, having got within

pistel shot of her, I commenced close action, which she sustained for twenty
9



NAVAL HISTORY OF THE PRESENT YFAK, 1808. 157

minutes, and being then much disabled, hauled down her colours to the

Comet.
She proved to be the French national brig Sylphe (commanded by M.

Louis Marie t'lemont, capitaine de frigate, and a member o f

'

the legion of

honour; mounting sixteen '26-pounder carronades, and two long nines, with

a complement of ninety-eight men.

IT< r second lieutenant, a midshipman, and five men were killed in the

action, and two midshipmen, and three men w >unded, most of ehera se-

verely.

>ia is a very fine vessel of her class, copper-bottomed and copper-fastened,

reported to be an excellent saner, abundantly
found in stores, four years

old, about three hundred tons burthen; and, in mv opinion, very fit for his

majesty's service; her consort-, (who so shamefully deserted her) were the

Piliuente of twenty-two guns and one hundred and forty men; and the

K*pii'2le. of IH runs, and one hundred men; thev had left 1'Orien* two days

before, having each a quantity of flour on board, an:l I have reason to be-

lieve they were bound to Martinique.
I am happy to say no person belonging to his majesty's sloop under my

command was hurt ; but her main and mam-top-ma-ts were badly wounded,
and her sails and ringing cut.

I bete leave to recommend to your lordship's notice Lieutenant Tomkin-

son, first of ttie Comet, for his zeal and activity in tins contest, and to .epre-
sent that the conduct of every officer and the si'ip's company (the latter

chiefly consisting of new raised men), was s.ich as r> merit my .".i^he-t ap-

probation. 1 have the honour to be, &c.

Admiral Lord Gambler, Communvter<-in-chit], 4'C. C. F. DALY.

Aucrsr 20.

Copy of a Le'lcr from Vice-admiral Ducrts, late Commander-in-chief of his

HtujexhfK Ships and Veaseis ui Jain^t . to the Hon. W. W, Pule, dated on
Icxird the Veteran, at Sea, the 2U.A July, 18U8,

SIR,

The Ouerriere, in her way back to Jamaica rafter accompanying the con-

voy in rnv charge through the gulf of Flori 1 1), almost immediately aft. r

parting company, was fortunate enough to fall in \vi;!i and capture, after a

long chase, the French cutter pnvatcpr Pevaty
' late his majesty's cut'i r

Barbara), as mentioned in Captain Skene's letter, copy of which is enclosed

for the information oi the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty.
I am, &c. J. R. DACRES.

His 17 jrntt/'s Skin Gut rricre,

SIR, di .bV, Jut i/ -20, 18; ;:,

I have the hononr to acquaint you with the capture, on rhe 17th instant,
6f the French cutter privateer Ptraty flate his majesty's cu'rer Hirhan), >f

Guadeloupe, after a chase of twenty-four hours, by his majesty's ship Guer-
riere under mv Command.

Tliis vessel, mounting twelve 18-pounder carroriades, with ninety men a:id

eernmanrfoH bv M. Bfittirison, sailed from Ghartcston on the loth (nslant,
where she had ln.-en rctiited and furnished with stores and provisions for

three months. She w;j^ (! tcovcred in tlu> track of the viduable Jamaica fleet,

under convoy of the \
:

tttTiin, of which she had obtained most correct infor-

mation a> tti their strength, number, an-.l situation, from tiie master of an
American l>r^, who hud himself claimed and received the protection of that

convoy, winch he betrayed to the cnemv in twenty-' '. hours after parting
company. [ urn, &c.

/. R. Dacrcs, Vice-admiral of the lied, $c. ALl X. SKFNE.
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Copy of a Letterfrom Vice-admiral Sir Edward Pcllew, Bart. Commander-

in-chief of his Majesty's Ships and Vessels in the Eas Indies, to the Hon.
W. W. Pole, dated on board Ins Majesty s Ship Culloden, (it Sea, 22d of
February, 1808.

SIR,

I enclose a letter from Captain Caulfield. stating the capture of the Adele
Trench privateer, on the 5th December last, by his majesty's ship Russel
under his command. I have the honour to be, &c.

ED. PFLLEW.

His Majesty's Ship Russel, at

SIR, Sea, December 5, 1807.

I have the honour to inform you, that this morning at three o'clock, A.M.
lat. 17.5. N. long. 93. 13. E. I captured the French privateer brig I'Adeie,
of two hundred and eighty tons, and one hundred and forty-three Tien,

pierced for eighteen guns, hut mounting only euiht 12-pound catTQOftdi s and
.two long 12-pounders. She sailed from the Isle of France on the I4ch of

la>t July, and carries seven months water and provisions for one hundred
and fifty men. I have the honour to be, &c.

Sir Edecard Pettew, Rear-admiral of T. G. CAULFIELD.
the Red, Commander-in-chief, $c.

AUGUST 23.

Copy ofa Letter from Vice-admiral Sir John Borlnse Warrrn, K. B. Com"

mander-in-chief of his Majesty's Ships and Vessels at Halifax, tu Jie Hun.
W. W. Pole, dated at Halifax, July 14, 1803.

SIR,

Be pleased to communicate the enclosed copy of a letter I have received

from Captain Austen, acquainting me that his majesty's sloop Indian under
his command had captured la Jeune Estelle French privateer, of four guns
and twenty-five men, from the river St. Mary's, bound to St. Domingo with

a cargo of flour and provisions; another was in company, but escaped.
I have the honour to be, &c.

JOHN BORLASE WARREN.

His Majesty's Sloop Indian, Ju'te 57, 1808.

SIR,
I have the honour to Inform you, that, at day-light on the 9th instant,

being in lat. 28. 34. N. long. 74. 4. W. I fell in with two schooners, which

instantly made sail from us on different tacks; I chased rhe one which ap-

peared largest, and sent the boats in pursuit of the other. After a short chase

I captured la Jeune Estelle French privateer, of four guns and twenty-five

men, from the river St. Mary's to St. Domingo with a cargo of flour and pro-
visions. I am sorry to add that, in consequence of a breeze springing up
when within half gun-shot, the boats were not able to come up with the

other, which I learnt from the prisoners was ['Exchange, of six guns and

ninety-five
1 men, partly loaded with provisions, and bound alsrj to St. Do-

mingo.
La Jeune Estelle had one man killed and one wounded by our chase guns.

From the nature, of her cargo I have' thought it advisable to take her t

Bermuda, which I hope will meet with your approbation.
I have the honour to be, &c.

Vice-admiral Sir John Borlase C. J. AUSTEN, Commander.

Warren, 4'<". Halifax.
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LONDON GAZETTE EXTRAORDINARY.
ADMI IIALTY-OIUCE, AUGUST 23, 1808.

Despatches, of which the following are copies, hfiie ban tins day received

at this Office from Rear-admiral Kcu(s, addressed to the Hun. William

Wkllesley Pole :

SIR, Superb, off Sproe in the Great Belt, Aug. 13, 1808.

I have tlie honour herewith to transmit a copy of ray letters to Vice-

admiral Sir .Tamos Saumftrez, relative to the escape :uid embarkation of

great part of the Spanish army serving in this part of Europe. An event

produced as well by the honour, patriotism, and talents of its distinguished

chief, as by the assistance and protection which I was directed by their

lordships' orders to afford it.

If die weather proves moderate, I hope to disembark the greater part on
the island of L&Qgeland this day, where we have already a post of two thou-,
sand five hundred men. I have the honour to be, &c.

To the Hon. W. IV. Pole, Secretary, $c. R. G. KEATS.

sin, Superb, off Sproe in the Great Belt, Aug. 11, 1808.

I have the honour and satisfaction to inform yon, that by an immediate
and zealous pursuit of the measures recommended in the duplicate of in-

structions received by the Mosquito, on the 5th inst. his Excellency the

Marquis de la Romana, and nearly six thousand of the Spanish troops under
his command, were embarked this morning at Nyburg, which place lie took

possession of on the 9th.

By a combination of the same plan, more than one thousand have joined
us this morning, by sea, from Jutland, and another thousand are thrown
into I.angelaud, to strengthen the post held by the Spanish forces in that

island, where it is proposed to land the remainder the moment the circum-
stances of weather will permit of our moving. The arrival of the Spanish
officer in the Edgar, on the 5th, of whose spirited escape to the squadron
you were informed by Captain Graves, greatly facilitated oar means of

communication.
No doubt could be entertained of the honour and patriotism of soldiers,

who, indignant at the proposal of deserting their allegiance, though sur-

rounded by hostile battalions, planted their colours in the centre of a circle

they formed, and swore on their knees to be faithful to their country. All

were equally anxious of returning to it. But one regiment in Jutland was
too distant and too critically situated to effect its escape ;

and two in Zea-

land, after having fired on the French general, Prison, who commanded
them, and killed one of his aides-de-camp, have been disarmed.

Some untoward circumstances having occasioned suspicion, and made a

premature execution of the plan necessary, the wind and current bcinsr ad-

verso, f lei't the Superb on the nth, and went in my barge to the Brunswick,
oil' Nyborg, and two hours after my flag was hoisted. On the tnh the

general took possession of the town.

Although the Danish garrison yielded to circumstances, an armed brig of
18 guns, the Fama, and a cutter, the Salorman, of 12, moored across the

harbour near the town, rejected all remonstrance on the part of the Danes,
and every oiler of security made by the general and myself. The reduction
of these vessels being absolutely necessary, and the Spanish general un-

willing to act hostilely against Denmark, such small vessels and boats as

could be collected, were put under the command of Captain TU'Namara, of
the Edgar, who attacked and took them. On this occasion, I have to

lament the loss of Lieutenant Harvey, un officer of much merit, of the.

Superb, and two seamen wounded
;
the enemy iud seven killed and thirteen

wounded.
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I should have noticed, that the Spaniard?, irritated at the opposition their

friends who came to their support met with, departed in some n,ensure
from the general's intention, and lired some shot at them before they
struck.

E%pedition beeing deemed of the greatest importance, I shifter! my ilag
to the Hound, in the harbour; and as neither of t c three ships of int.- Jti-t-,

from circtimstauces of the weather, cnuid he brought near in, fifty-seven

sloops or dockers, found in the port, were fitted by the st amen, into u hich

great part of the artillery, baggage, and stores, were embarked that night
and the following day, and removed to the point of Sfypsharrt, four miles

from Nyborg, where rhe army was embarked safelv, and without oppo-
sition, tliis morning, notwithstanding the very uufavouniblc state of ths

weather, and they are now under the protection of his majesty's ships at

the anchorage, off the island of Sproe.
Some sacrifices of horses and stores were conceived necessary by the

general; and as I considered it right, under the peculiar circumstances, to

enter into the views and wishes of the Marquis de la Romana, e\ery un-

avoidable act of hostility was rigidly abstained from, for I did not consider

it any to bring a\vay the brig and cutter that rejected our otfer of security,
and forcibly opposed our entrance into the port ;

and I even undertook to

liberate the vessels employer! as transports, provided no interruption was
made by any to the peaceable embarkation of our friends.

I should be unjust to the meritorious exertions of the officers and seamen

employed on this short but fatiguing service, if I neglected to represent
their merits on this occasion to you : Captain Graves'* services were

required afloat; Captain M'Namara, of the Edgar, undertook the equipment
of the transports, with the embarkation of the stores; the embarkation of
the troops was made under the direction of Captain Jackson, of the Superb,
and Captain Lockyer, of the Hound ; Captain Smith, of the Devastation,
and Captain James, of the Kite, were indefatigable in their exertions in the

various duties I assigned them. Many circumstances having combined to

make an attack on the rear probable, great precaution was nccc-sssry.

Such guns as could be brought against us were spiked, and the embark-
ation xvas covered and most effectually protected by the Minx gun-brig, and
the two prizes, and Ly the very judicious disposition of the gun-boats, under

the command of Captain May, of the royal artillery, who volunteered, and
1

whose services on this and other occasions were highly useful.

It is not easy to express the joy and satisfaction felt by every class of the

army at this event ;
and no circumstance, I believe, could have afforded

more real pleasure to us all. One, the regiment of Zamora, made a march
bf eighteen Danish miles in twenty-one hours.

I transmit hercw ith for your further information, copies of such letters as

I "deemed it requisite to address to his Excellency the Marquis de la Romana
and the governor of Nyborg on this occasion. The replies to the former

were verbal, through a confidential orlicer, and the hater were made per-

sonally. I have the honour to be, &c.

Vice-admiral Sir James Suumarcz, fyc. II. G. KEATS.

Since this letter was concluded, we entertain some hopes that

part of the regiment in Jutland, we thought lost, has,escaped to the post at

Langefetrid by the western channel.

sins, Superb, off Langclaud, Aug. 5, 1808.

I have the honour to inform you, that I have received from my govern-
ment the most positive instructions to endeavour to communicate with the

Spanish officers commanding the troops of that nation in the vicinity of my
command, and to concert with them measures to secure their retreat, from
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any place of embarkation which they may possess, and for placing them in

a state of security, until transports for their reception can be provided to

convey them to Spain, tor which, a* well as the necessary provisions, mea-
ures have already been taken, and indeed of the arrival ot'tliem I am iti

hourly expectation. Until that period shall arrive, they are welcome to

hare in the accommodation and provisions of the ships under my command ;

but as that nii^ht not afford ample means at present, although I am in ex-

pectation of the commander-in-chief, I would suggest, under the pressure
of circumstances, the removal of the troops to some of the islands in the

Belt, for tlieir perfect security. But as a measure of this magnitude to the

interests of the Spanish nation would necessarily require a concerted plan,
Jest by attention to partial interests the general one might suffer, I request
an unreserved and confidential communication, either to the ships oft Ny-
borg, that stationed off Langeland, or any of his Britannic majesty's ships
in the Belt; and through the bearer of this, or by any other means, I pro-
pose sending on Sunday, unless 1 should earlier receive some person on.

board, a flag of truce under some pretext to the Spanish post at Spoysberg,
Hiid if this should be safely received, I wish, in token of it, a small guard

might parade in some conspicuous situation at noon to-morrow, iiear the

English ship at anchor, or under sail near Spoysberg.
In my present situation it is impossible, ardently as I enter into the views

of my government and the Spanish nation, to attempt to lay down any fixed

plan. I\lv services, and that of every Englishman under my command,
are devoted to the cause ;

but before measures can be adopted, we muss
communicate, agree on, and combine as far as it may be possible, the

interests of the Spanish troops in Jutland and Zealand, with those, in Funen
and Langeland. I shall keep a ship for some days off Spoysberg; and
i1

very ship under my command will be on the look-out to receive any boat^
that may approach them. I have the honour to he, &c.

R. G. KEATS,
To the Officers of his ?nost Catholic Majesty's Troops.

SIR, Superb, off Langeland, August 7, 1808.

Understanding from the Spanish officer that the accompanying paper* is

the true state and situation of the Spanish troops in Denmark, arid its de-

pendencies, the following, according to the various circumstances that pre-
>ent themselves to my view, appears to form a plan that promises the,

iaircst prospect of success to ensure their security and ultimate em-
barkation.

Those in Zealand I would propose to force their way to the peninsula, of
which Irtlskon, near Corsoir, forms the projecting point towards Sproe.
That i>thinus appears capable of being defended, or at least seems to afford

the means of defence for a few days, till I could remove them to the island

of Sproc.
Those at Fredcrisca, by seizing on vessels, might possibly force an em-.

bark ition, and unite with those on Firnen, which might perhaps be favoured

by some movements of the troops at Odense.

Separate, or united with those in Jutland, I apprehend those in Funen
could secure themselves in the Presqu' Isle (peninsula), Xvhich erminates
near the island of Koinsoe, of which the pass ue:ir Kurteminde appears to_

farm the gorge, and 1 could, if necessary, remove them to Homsoc ; it

would greatly facilitate the necessary naval operations, and might enable
me to send a ship of the line towards 1 rcderisca, to favour the troops iix

'

<.

*
Thought unnecessary now to s^ud.

er&ron, fl
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Jutland, if those in Langeland should be thought in security on that island .'

if they should, the other troops might be landed at leisure on that island,
and the whole embarked from thence ; but if the troops at present there

are incapable of maintaining themselves at that place, in that case I must
leave a ship of the line and a sloop, which could at almost any time receive

them on board, and convey idem to any other place that might be approved
of, till transports could be procured for their reception. My means (three

ships of the line and half a dozen small vessels at most), are not perhaps
sufficient to embrace all these objects at once ; but the zeal and exertion of
the officers and ships' companies would greatly diminish the difficulties, and
I should be much aided in lending assistance to the troops at Frederisca,

if, as I have before said, those in Langeland should be considered capable
of maintaining that post without any immediate support. I am aware some
sacrifices of horses, and perhaps cannon, might be necessary, and we must
be prepared to encounter even unforeseen difficulties; naval arrangements

; and movements are ever dependent, in some degree, on weather; but I

should hope to surmount them all. It would of course be right to drive in

cattle, and take whatever provisions might be practicable with the troops,
as it would not only save our present supply, which, the victuallers not

having at this moment arrived, is rather scanty for the Spanish armv, but

would put me at ease on that score, provided any unavoidable delay should

intervene, and prevent ray sending supplies to them on shore.

In my present uninformed state, I am not in a situation to judge how iV.r

it might be in the power of, or deemed preferable by the Spanish com-

mander, to seize on Nyborg. It would secure the inactivity of the gun-
boats in that port. But such a measure might possibly involve the safety
of the troops in Zealand and Jutland, by inducing the Danes to act hostilely,
when otherwise they might he disposed to wink at, or make no serious efforts

to impede the quiet removal of the Spanish troops.
But if the principle of the plan should be approved of, and deemed

feasible by those in command, I would recommend the movement to he

general. That it be agreed to act upon it in all its parts the same day,

except a discovery should take place, in which case each part should act

Immediately without hesitation.

I acknowledge I should have little expectation of the success of a;ij

negociation for the peaceable removal of the troops; but a declaration,

immediately after the movement shall have commenced, of the peaceable
and unoffending object in view, accompanied with a threat of retaliation in

the event of any hostile opposition on the part of the Danes or French,
might perhaps be found advantageous.

In stating the naval force at present under my command, it is richt to

observe, I am in expectation of more ships, and have been informed, that a

sufficient supply of provisions for all the Spanish troops is now on its passage
to me. I have the honour to be, &c.

R. G. KEATS,
To his Excellency the Marquis de la Romana,

Commander-in-chief of the Spanish Troops
in Denmark.

N.B. I have just heard that the expected supply of provisions is in part

arrived, which obviates difficulties on my part.

SIR, jBrunsuic];, Audi's! 9.

1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your excellency's letter

of this morning, and to congratulate you and the Spanish nation on the firm

and manly step you have taken on tins important occasion. Circumstances

of weather unavoidably prevent the arrival of two ships of the line i:;
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. I send Captain Graves of the Brunswick, informed ofmy ideas, to see

xvi,a't uses can be made of the vessels at present in ISvliorg. In my present
situation I can receive nearly 1500 men on board; and, under all circum-

stances, it
;i{ j

ca s to me the most advisable to comey the troops with all

expedition to .Lauyelnnd ; and, as it appears to be the opinion of yorr aide-

de-camp that you will be in a situation to maintain that island, to take post
there till the arrival of transports to embark tho army, I shall order seamen
in to man twenty of the smacks at present in the port, and more as the ships
arrive. I apprehend the bagsra;je ar>d artillery had better be embarked in

them, and moved out uuder my protection. Among the Spanish troops, prr-

La.i.s, seamen may be found; and, I would suggest the propriety of the im-

mediate establishment of a marine corps on the most extensive scale possi-

ble; and, I request your Excellency to keep in mind, the embarkation of
'.vater aud provisions with the troops, in our prrsent circumstances, is of

great consequence. I have the honour to be, ccc.

it. G. KEATS.
To his Excellency the Marquis dc, In Romana,

Commandtr-in-chief of the Spanish Lroaits,

in Denmark.

slu, Bninsu-Uk, iff Xi/borp, Aug. 0, 1808.
His excellency the Commander-in-chief of the Spur.iah forces in Denmark

having deemed it expedient, under the present circumstances, to take pos-
session of Nyborg, my dnty naturally calls me to a co-operation with the

troops of that nation, and a consequent frequent communication wi^h the
town of Nyborg. To place your excellency as much at ease as possible re-

specting the line of conduct that may be adopted in the present event by
the English admiral commanding in the Belt, notwithstanding the hostility

of this day, I have the honour to inform you, that I have given the strictest

orders to all under my command, to observe towards the inhabitants ofNy-
borg the utmost civility; and it is my wish to abstain from every hostile and
offensive act, so long as no hostile and offensive measures are pursued by
the troops of Denmark or France against those of Spain ; btit> if any oppoi-i-
tion should be attempted either by the Danes or French, to the peaccaliK'
and unoffending object in view, namely, the quiet embarkation of the Spanish
troops, I shall certainly, though most reluctantly, take measures which it i>

f.,} be apprehended might occasion the destruction of the town of Nyborg.
I have the honour to be, &c.

R. G. KEATS.
To hisExetllency the Governor of the Toicn of Nt/borg.

SFR, ffnuml, Ni/borg Harbour, Aug. 10, 1808.

It mu-t be evident to your Excellency, that, as my entrance into the har-

bour of Nyborg was hostilely opposed, I am bound by no absolute law or

usage to abstain from hostilities, and to respect the property of tiic inhabi-

t&nts. But, though neither one nor the other could be better secured than by
the word of a Hritish oilicer, st.ill it must be evident to your excellency, that ,

under existing circumstances, the Spanish general has occasion for several of

the small craft in port, and thv.t xmless the masters and crews of them will

lend their aid to equip and navigate their vessels, it may not be in my power
to secure thorn from injury; but, if they will, I pledge myself, after the ser-

vice on which they are required (and which will be of short duration) shall

have been ended, that I "'ill not only use every means in my power to secure

them from injury, but grant passports to them all to return in salV:y.
I have the honour to be, <\v.

R. G. KEAT3.
7l> his Excellency the Goze*ujr if the Town o
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SIR, Superb, off"Langeland, Aug. 13, 1SC&

I have detained the Euryalus a few hours, for the further satisfaction of

assuring their lordships that the whole of the Spanish troops taken off by hi*

majesty's ships atNyborg, will be landed in the course of this afternoon at

Langeland.
A convention has been entered into between his Excellency the Marquir

de la Romana and the governor of the island, which, on one hand, enjoins
abstinence from hostility, and, on the other, a sufficient supply of provisions,

provided the island, wfyich is fertile, can produce it.

I am, sir, &c.

Jton. W. W. Pole, %c. R. G. KEATS.

aba! Court partial.

|N the 8th instnnt a court martial assembled on board the Magnamme,*
in Sheerness harbour, for the trial of Lieutenant Wood, the officer*

and crew, for the loss of the Turbulent gun-brig, she having been taken by
the Danes, after a most gallant resistance, against an infinitely superior

force; when, on a full investigation of the circumstances, the court pro-
ounced an honourable acquittal.

53romotion0 anD appointments.

Captains appointed and promoted.

Captain Robert Fowler is appointed to command his majesty's sloop
Crocus.

Captain Dodd is appofhted to command his majesty's sloop Merope.

Captain John Barrett is appointed to command his majesty's ship Africa,

Captain John M'Kerlie is appointed to command the Diligence.

Captain Israel Pellew is appointed the commissioner afloat at Chutham.

Captain Robert Parker is appointed to the Ramillies, rice Pickmore, pro-
moted to be rear-admiral of the blue.

Captain S. J. Peechel is promoted to the rank of post captain, and ap-

pointed to the Cleopatra.

Captain W. W. Daniel is appointed to his majesty's sloop Jasper.

Rear-admiral George Martin has hoisted his flag on board the Canopus,
in the Mediterranean.

Captain Ramsay is appointed to act as captain of the Eurydice.

Captain W. J. Hughes is appointed to the Ephka sloop.

Captain John Haswell to the Eivia sioop.

Captain Alexander Robert Kerr is appointed acting of the Tigre, of 80

guns, during the absence of Captain B. Hallowell, from ill health.

Captain Mackay, late of the Druid, is appointed to the Inflexible.

Captain John King is appointed to command the Pelorus sloop."

Captain Wyse, nephew of Admiral Dacres, late commander-in-chief on
the Jamaica station, is promoted to the rank ef post captniu.
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Lieutenant Bouchier, elilest son of Captain J. Bouchier, lieutenant-

jovernor of the royal Hospital at Greenuich, is promoted to the rank of

commander, and appointed to his majesty's sloop Demorara, on tiic Leeward
Island station.

Captain George Monke is appointed to command the Ctntnrion
; Cap-

tain Hon. Charles Pa^el to the Revenge : Captain James Stepliensori to the

(j-iimet; Captain John Ifunev to the Leviathan; Captain W. Roberts in

the Daphne; Captain Jolin Haswdl to the Elvin; Captain Charles D,
Purer to the Princess Carolina ; Captain \\ . Daniel to the Jasper; Cap-
tain Gordon, of the Mercury, to the Active.

Lieutenant H. .S. Jones to command the Griffon.

Lieutenant W. R. Smith is promoted to the rank of commander, aud ap-
pointed to the Hunter.

Lieutenants appointed.

Lieutenant W. Sandey is Appointed to the Leviathan; W. S. Addington
to ditto; O. Button to fhe Ruyal William; Henry Thomas iiiewen to the

Diligence; James Dillon to ditto; Henry Baker, from the VilJe de Paris to

the Bcllerophon ; Jehh E. Cawkett to the Stately ; John Wathcrstone to

fix: Sampson ; Duncan M'Kt".i?i . to the Niobe; George Senhouse to the
Glommen

; J; N'. Taylor to the Spincer; Edward Tobin to the Tiiumph ;

J. >. A. Dennis tA the Brevdageren ; \V. Shields to the Glommen; John
Lamb to the Leviathan ;

Charles \\uod to the Invincible; R. J. Alleyn tu

the Endymion; Thomas Furber to the Cherokee; Joseph It. Webb to do.
Robert Beritf to the Racoon; C. Radclifle to ditto; William Pearce (2) to
the Leviathan; Robert Lothian to the Brazen

; John M'Lead to the Hin-
dostan

; George Ninnis to the Theseus; William Hewit to the Orestes ;

George Dougal to the Sarpcn ; James Anderson (1) to the St. George;
Robert Trist to the Egeria ; Richard Crawford to the Christian VII.

Henry Le Kesconte to the Raven; T, Thomas to the Spitfire; Gcorye
Williamson to the Neptune ; John Thompson (2) to the Princess Carolina;
William Milne to ditto; John Davis (1) to ditto; John Donaldson to the
Gannett ; Henry Hargrove to the Tribune

; John M'Grcen to the Podar^Ub;
Edward Giles to the Mcrope ; Charles Bowen (1) to the Gorgon j H. Baker
to the D'Mence; Peter Haml/ly to ditto; W. L. Symonds to the Primrose ;

Charles Farwell to ditto
; Joseph Neil to tljo Illustrious ; James Moriarty

to the Leviathan ; Henry Davis ('?) to the Crocus; Stephen Cansins to the

(Jluckstadt; David Shine to the Illustrious; John Man to the.Ephira;
John C. Morris to the Achilie

; Henry Jones to the Spencer; William
Brenton to the Audacious; Thomas Allen to the Theseus

; Thomas L. DVCT
to the Centurion; Lieutenant James Leach to command the Desperate
gun-brig ; George VVilles to the Temerairc.

Lieutenant John Berney i* appointed to the Invincible ; Lieutenant John
ISledlicot to the Stately; John Price to the Adamant; Thomas Duncan t.*

the Naniur; lion. Maurice Berkeley to the Hydra; John Vraricis to the

Combatant; N. Norton to the Illustrious; A. Dobbs to the Princess

Carolina; Thomas Smith (3) to the Podar^tis ;
Thomas \V. \icliolls to tl.'i-

leviathan; Richard Dickinson to the Loire; Thomas Ratsey to the

Ephira; William Buckle to the Pclorus; Richard Falkland to the Panther

prison-ship; William Mill to tho Amethy. t; A. H. White to the Helena
;

Robert Jacomb to the Decade; >ainiu 1 Heminj: to the Tisiphone; !

Hoar to the Pclorous; Richard Feen to the Kyiierrn ; John Hawkins (ij
to., the Klvin; (^eorc Welch to i'ic Bri>pi ; Fredrrick Murs^hall to il.if

'iVnirraire ; .Thomas Pierce- to the Achille; Wiliiaw Webster to the .

1 ;tutena:it Fletaiiij? is appointed to cominuud ti.'e Bramble schoonci.
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Surgeons appointed.

Mr. Stephen Lawson to the Alonzo; Mr. James Brydone te the Bittern :

Mr. Henry Day to the Crocus; Mr. James Black to the Salvador del

Mundo; Mr. John Spark to the Majestic; Mr. John Williams to the.

Minotaur; Mr. John Council to tile Spitfire; Mr. James Brydone to the

Raven; Mr. Alexander B. Greig to the Gluckstarh
;
Mr. John Indies to

the Loire
; Mr. Robert Allan to the Minorca; Mr. James Hall to the

Fleche; Mr. Robert Shaw to the Alcmene; Mr. Robert Ilical ton to the

Diligence ; Mr. Francis Johustone to the Decade; Mr. A. B. Greig to the

Loire; Mr. Robert Ciimarrtond to the Crown prison-ship; Mr. James
Domville to the Utile; Mr. Andrew Noble to the Princess Carolina ; Mr.
John Ovven Martin to the Sprightly cutter; Sir. Robert Prideaux to the

Cheerful cutter; Mr. Robert M'Conechy to the Pelorous; Mr. William

Smith to the Port Mahon; Stephen Larson to the Merope; George Camp-
bell to the Eyderen; Andrew Gcurmel! to the Cherokee.

Assistant Surgeons promoted.

Mr. John Howe to the Princess Carolina
;
Mr. James Black to the Sal-

vador del Mundo; Mr. R. \V. Cleghorn to the Confounder gun-brig; Mr,
Thomas O'Gara to the Revenge; Mr. D. G. M'Kenzie to the Alcmene;
Mr. John Bernard to the Druid ; Mr. William Iliingworth to the Richmond ;

Mr. Edward Caldwell to the Royal George; Mr. Robert Gillespie to the

Leviathan; Mr. John Allan .to the Emerald ; Mr. James M'Donnell to the

Caledonia ; Mr. Henry Burrel to the Gallant gun-brig ; Mr. Joseph

M'Carrogher to the Caledonia
;
Mr. William Winning to ditto

;
Mr. Do-

iiald Grant .M'Kenzie to ditto; Mr. William Dobson to the Alcmene;
Mr. Donald Kennedy to the Bombay ; Mr. Patrick Miller Bnchan to the

Venerable ; Mr. Henry Burrell to the Centinel gun-brig ;
and Mr. Thomas

Jackson to the Illustrious.

A list of midshipmen passed for lieutenants on the first Wednesday in

the present month : William H. Nares, John H. Mayor, Samuel Hellard,
Richard Douglas, William Walpole, Andrew Mitchell, John Nicholas,
Thomas Harvey, Henry West, \Villiam Bowers, Edward Zouel, and Jolu>

Hancock,

BIRTHS.

On the 24th August, at the Government House, Plymouth, the Hon.
M rs. C. Paget, wife of the Hon. Captain Paget, R.N. son of the Earl of

Uxbridge, of a daughter.

On Monday, loth August, at Hammersmith, the lady of Captain John

Serrel, of the royal navy, of a daughter.

On Saturday, 20th August, at her house in Chester-street, Grosvenor-

place, the lady of the Hon. Vv. H. Gardner, third son of the Right Hon.
Admiral Lord Gardner, of a daughter.

The lady of W. Cumberland,. Esq. captain of his majesty's ship Stately,
of a son.

MARRIAGES.
On the 20th August, Vice-admiral Sir Thomas Greaves, R.N. to Mis*

Blacknell, of Packham, in Suffolk.

Lately, at St. Mary-Ia-bonne church, by the Rev. T. Rivett, Henry Shank*

Esq. of the Hon. East India Company's civil service, to Anna Maria, eldest
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^n;!,tcr of the late James Rivett Carnac, Esq. member of council at

Bombay.

On Monday, 15th August, by special license, at St. George's, Hanover-

square, Sir John Gore, captain of his majesty';.- ship Revenge, to Miss Mou-

tagu, eldest dau<;htcr of Admiral Montagu, commander-ia-chief of his

.majesty's ships and vessels at Portsmouth,

On the 7th of April last, at the Cnpe of Good Hope, Charlc? Huglws,

F,sq. of the nav;ii establishment, to Mary, daughter of Robert Taylor

Raynes, Eq. paymaster of the 60th regiment.

*^* The statement of t!ve marriage of Lient. Edward Morris (properly

Moires), nephew of Lord Frankfort, to Miss Grub, of Stonehouse,* has been

peremptorily contradicted by Lieutenant Morres himself, that gentleman
Bver having been at Exeter, where the marriage was alleged to have taken

place, nor having the lease knowledge of any such person as Miss Crab.

Jt is to he regretted that indolent people cannot employ their time better,

than in fabricating falsehoods to impose on the public, and to wound the

feelings of their fellow-creatures.

OBITUARY.

On the 2d August, Mr. Thomas Thong, surgeon of 1iis majesty's sloop
Port Mahon. Captain Chambers, put a period to his existence by suicide

on board that sloop, off Brighton.

Lately, was killed in an attempt to cut out a privateer from Porto Rico,
Lieutenant Grierson, second lieutenant of the Melampus, and Lieutenant

Northcote, of the royal marines, of that ship.

Lately, at the Cove of Cork, Mr. Hood, surgeon of his majesty's ship

Sybille.

At Antigua, after three days illness, of the yellow fever, Mrs. Cuming,
wife of Dr. Ralph Cuming, surgeon of the naval hospital at English
harbour.

On the 10th of August, at Bagnor, Matthew Richard Onslow, Esq. eldest

son of Admiral Sir Richard Onslow, Bart, aged 27.

On the 5th of August, at Cheltenham, aged 24, Captain G. B. Whinyates,
of tlie royal navy.

On the 5th of May last, of a fever, aged 19, on board his majesty's ship
the Nereide, oft" the Cape of Good Hope, II. R. Shirley, Esq. second son of

Evelyn Shirley, Esq. of E.itington, "Warwickshire.
v

Lately, at his house at Wilmington, near Dartford, Kent, James Cum-
ming, Esq. admiral of the white, aged 70.

Lately, in the West Indies, whilst nobly supporting the honour of the

British flag, in a gallant attempt to carry three forts in the island of Mar-

tinique, Lieutt.'iiant George Augustus Spearing, of his majesty's ship Belle,

nle, bearing the liagof the lion. SuA. Coctirane, eldest son of Lieutenant

Spearing, of Greenwich Hospital; he received two wounds in the attack of
t*o of the forts, which they carried by assault

;
but at the dawn of day they

I'ound themselves before the third fort, which contained 500 of the enemy's

Vide page 30 of the present volume.
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troops, this did not intimidate the gallant hand of British heroes

Accompanied this truly good young man and valuable officer, from attempt-

ing to carry the fort by storm, in which rash attempt Lieutenant Spearing
was shot through the heart.

Lately, at Southcot house, near Heading, r.jed 86, the Comic d'Hector,
the father of the navy of France, under the monarchy.

Lately, of the yellow fever, at Antigua hospital, Dr. Ralph Cuming, super-
intondatu of the naval medical establishment ;

he was much respected by
his brother officers for his many skilful operations in his profession. A few

days after his eldest son fell a victim to the same fatal disorder.

On the 16th of July, at Halifax, Nova Scotia, Dr. 'John Hallibenton, one'

of the senior counsel, a member of the House of Assembly of that colony
i'or upwards of 20 years, also surgeon and agent of the naval hospital at

llalithx.

At the naval hospital at Antigua, Mr. Bernard Xassey, surgeon, ll.N,

of the yellow fever.

At the Haslar hospital, near Gosport, Mr, Robert Croll, surgeon of hi

majesty's sloop Reindeer.

On th,e 8th August, was killed, in an attack on two Danish men of war

brigs, who opposed the embarkation of the Spanish troops under the Ma:~-

quis de la Romano, Lieutenant Harvey, of his majesty's ship Superb.

On the 22d August, Mr. Ncpcekcr, surgeon of the Royal Hospital at

Deal.

Lately, at Cockhill, aged 87, John Forte^cnc, Esq. captain in the royal

navy, the eldest officer on the superannuated list, and probably the last sur-

vivor of the memorable crew of the Centurion, who accompanied Commo-
dore Anson on his celebrated voyage round the world : having before sailed

with his lordship to the coast of Guinea, and to the West Indies. When
Lord Anson afterwards presided at the Admiralty Board, he was made post

captain, and continued in the service, ti)l the peace of 1763. Having con-

tracted a violent local scurvy in his first voyage round the world, he passed
the greater part of his latter years in retirement, at his paternal estate of

Cockhill, endearing himself to a small circle of friends, by continual acts of

social kindness, and by conversation enlivened with frequent narrations

of former professional occurrences, of which he retained to the last a per-
feet recollection.

Mr. Richard Nicholl, second lieutenant of his majesty's ship Fortum'e,
now stationed in Cork harbour, put a period to his existence, by shooting
himself through the bead with a pistol, on the 2d of August.

At an advanced age, at Cargreen, near Saltash, Mr. Waller, many years

purser in his majesty's navy.

At Edge Hill. Liverpool, aged 71, Captain J. Oakes, of the royal navy,
having been in his majesty's service upwards of 50 years.

On the 23d instant, at Colchester, aged 93, Mrs. I.odington, widow of
the Rev. J. Lodington, M.A. of Bcccles, in the county of Suffolk, and
mother of Major Lodington, of the royal marines.

At the Trinity House, nt Hull, aged 76, Mrs. Gunhouse, widow of the

late Captain Richard Gunhouse, of Liverpool.

At Edinburgh, Mr. D. Ross, late purser of the Woodford East Indiaraan,,

On board the Elizabeth Greenland ship, aged 49, Mr. Robert Wilson, c

Maltou, surgeon of that vessel.



MEMOIR OF THE PUBLIC SERVICES

OF THE LATE

JOHN EENBOW, ESQ.
VICE-ADMIRAL OP THE BLUE SQUADRON.

*' Benbow, whom wounds but animate to fame,

Whose great soul triumphed o'er his shsttler'd frame."

ANON.

the admiral to the cabin-boy, the name of BEHBOTT la

so familiar to every individual in the navy, and his memory
is so often mentioned with respect and admiration, that no excuse

an be requisite for presenting a condensed narrative of his life and

actions. We are the more induced to this, from the circumstance

of the original portrait of the admiral, for which he sat to Sir

Godfrey Kneller, being in our possession ; by which we are

enabled to prefix to the memoir the only authentic .engraved like-

ness of this officer now extant.

The origin of the " brave Admiral Benbow" was not of that

mean description that has been at times represented j on the con-

trary, he was the descendant of a family both ancient and

honourable, which had long flourished in the county of Salop.

In the reign of James I. John Benbow, his grandfather, held the

office of deputy clerk of the crovyn ; and, in the unfortunate times

of Charles I. Thomas and John Benbow, his uncle and father, were

distinguished by their loyalty. They both served as colonels in

the king's army ; and, in the fatal Lattle of Worcester, they both

fi'll into the hands of the rebels. By the sentence of a self-con-

stituted court-martial, which sat after the battle, Thomas Benbow

was shot, at Shrewsbury, on the 19th of October, 1C53 ; but,

after a short imprisonment, John, the father of the admiral, had

the good fortune to etlect his escape.

Colonel Benbow lived very privately, and in impoverished cir-

cumstance*, till after the restoration, when he obtained a small

appointment in the ordnance department, at the TOWT, which was

little more than sufficient to furnish him with the moans of sub-

sistence. A short time before the breaking out of the first Dutch

var, the king happened to visit the Tower, for the purpose of

j>ron, CHaUXX. z
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inspecting the magazines. The colonel had been gray for twenty

years ; but Charles instantly recognised and embraced him. " My
old friend. Colonel Benbow !" exclaimed the monarch,

if what do

you here ?" " I have," answered the veteran,
a a place of

eighty pounds a year, in which I serve your majesty as cheerfully

as if it brought me ir four thousand." u Alas !
"

replied the king,
"

is that all that could be found for an old friend at Worcester i

Colonel J>egg, bring this gentleman to me to-morrow, and I will

provide for him and his family as it becomes me."

Short, however, as the time was, the colonel did not live to

receive, qr even to claim, the proffered bounty ; for, overcome by
a sense of the king's gratitude and goodness, he sat down upon a

bench, and there breathed his last, before Charles was well out of

the Tower. Thus, both the brothers may be said to have fallen

martyrs to the royal cause.

Under the reduced fortunes of his family, it can scarcely be

supposed that the education of young Benbow experienced all that

attention which it might otherwise hare received. He was bom
about the year 1650; and it has been asserted that, on the death

of his father, he was bound apprentice to a -waterman. Respect-

ing the early part of his life, however, all that is known with

certainty is, that he went to sea M'hen he was very young ;

and that, by his skill in navigation, and his rigid attention

to the interests of the merchants, his employers, he so far dis-

tinguished himself as to acquire the highest esteem and the most

unlimited confidence.

Mr. Benbow does not appear to have solicited any employment
in the navy, during the reign of Charles II. but, in the course of

that period, he was the owner and commander of a ship called the

Benbow frigate, and was extensively engaged in the. Mediterranean

trade.

Whilst commanding this ship, a remarkable circumstance

occurred to him, an account of which has been related by all our

naval historians. The anecdote will probably be recollected by

most of our reatlers ; but, as it is a curious incident in the admiral's

Kfe, we shall give it in the words of Campbell, as follows :

" In the vear 1C86, Captain Benbow, in lis own vessel, the Benbow

frignte, was attacked in his passage to Cadi/, tiy a Sailee rover, again*

., he defended himself, tuv.-!, rery unequal in tlie number of
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die utmost bravery, till at last the Moors boarded him, but were

quicklv
beat out of his ship a;.

r

nin, with the loss of thirteen men, whose

heads Captain Benbow order* .1 to be cut off and-thrown into a tub of pork

pickle. When lie arriwi at '
ii?. lie went on shore, and ordered a- negro

servant to follow him with the Moors' heads in a sack. He had' scarce

landed, before the officers of the revenue inquired of his servant wh?.t he

hud in his sack ? The captain answered,
'
salt provisions for his own use.'

' That mav be,' answered the officers,
' but we must insist upon seeing

them.' Captain Benbow alleged, that he was no stranger there; that he

did not use to run goods; and pretended- to take it very ill that he was sns-

Rrctcd. The officers told him that the innji ': itcs wore sitting not far off,

nnd that if they were satisfied with his word, iiis servant might- carry the

provisions where, he pleased ;
but t

! iat otherwise, it was not in their power
to j;rant any such dispensa

f ion.

" The captain consented to the proposal ; and away they marched to the

custom-house, Mr. Benbow in the front, bis man in thr centre, and the

oncers in the rear. The magistrates, when he crime before them, treated

I'aptuin Benbow with great civility ;
told him that they were sorry to make

a point of such a. trifle
;
but that, since he had refused, to shew the c .ntents

ef his sack to their orlicers, the nature of their employment obliged them to

demand a sight of them ; and that .is they doubted not they were salt pro-

113, the shewing them could be of no great consequence one way or

other. '
I told you,' says the captain stemlv,

'

they wore salt provisions

for my own use ; Gi>; t r, throw them down upon the table
; and, gentlemen,

if you like them, they are at your service.' The Spaniards were exceed-

ingly struck at the sit:ht of the Moor's heads, and no k-ss astonished at the

ar-coisnt of the captain's adventure, who t with so stuull a force, had Lcca

able to defeat such a number of barbarians."

Campbell, and many other historians, add, that the King of

Spain \vas so much pleased with this exploit, that he sent for

Mr. Iknbow to court, at Madrid, received him with great mari-r,

of respect, and dismissed him with a handsome present, having fur-

nished him with a letter to King James, through which, on his

return to England, he obtained a command iii the royal navy. It

may be thought, perhaps, that a j.umiey of upwards of (hree him.

dred miles merited some compensation ; but, as no trace can be

found of his having been employed in the public service till the

year 1689, w.e are not disposed to accredit the latter part of thy

story.

In May, 1687, Mr. Benbow commanded a, Tsil called the

Malaga Merchant, in which he was attacked, on his passage to

England, mar the mouth of the Straits, by a Sallee cruiser, of

e furct. The pirate; after gouring. in
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Accompanied by a volley of small shot, rigged his spritsail-yard

fore and aft, and attempted to board Captain Benbow's ship.

However, the reception -which he met with compelled him to sheer

off, and take, to flight, a number of his men having been killed in

the endeavour to board'. Captain Benbow intended to become the

a-.sai!ant, in his turn ; but the corsair, being the better sailer, was

soon out of his reach.

By his repeated acts of bravery and good conduct, Captain

Benbow had at length rendered himself so conspicuous, that he

was noticed by government; and, on the 30th of Septemberj

1689,'he was appointed to the command of the York.

As a seaman, his reputation was so great, that, when a fleet

was equipped in the following year, the Earl of Torrington gave

him the appointment of master of his own ship, the Royal So-

vereign.*

Soon after he had entered upon this duty,t the English and

Putch fleets, under the command of the Earl of Torrington, fell

in with that of France, commanded by the Count de Tourville,

between Cherbourg and the Isle of Wight. At nine in the morn-

ing, the whole French fleet commenced the attack upon the

English bjue, and the Dutch squadron; and, from the circum-

stance of the red, or centre squadron, being much separated, the

enemy were enabled to surround them. These combined squadrons

made a most gallant defence, and, to save themselves from utter

destruction, came to an anchor. The Earl of Torrington, ob-

serving the perilous situation of this part of his fleet, bore down to

their assistance with several ships, and rescued them from the

enemy. At five in the afternoon it fell calm, and the tide making

strong, the English fleet anchored. At night, finding that the

whole of his force had suffered so materially, that no advantage

could be gained by a renewal of the action, the earl weighed, and

stood to the eastward. In a council of war, held on the follow-

ing day, it was resolved, that it would be most advisable to pre-

serve the fleet by retreating ; and to destroy the disabled ships,

* At the period of which we are writing, it was no unusual thing tQ

appoint a captain of a ship of war master of the commander in chiefs

ship.

f On the 30th of June, 1C90,



THE LATE JOHN BENBOW, ESQ. 173

gather than, by protecting them, to hazard an engagement. The

French, although they had been driven a considerable distance

down the channel, continued to pursue the combined fleets; and,

off Rye bay, the Anne, of 70 guns, -which had been entirely dis.

masted, was forced on shore and destroyed. The enemy also

attempted to destroy a Dutch 64-gun ship, which had been driven

on shore; but her commander defended her with so much brarery,

that he obliged them to desist, and she was afterwards got off, and

carried safely to Holland.

The Earl of Torrington retreated with the fleet into the Thames,

leaving a few frigates to watch the motions of the enemy, who

remained masters of the channel. Tourville stood to the west-

ward, and anchored the French fleet in Torbay, till the 5th of

August; when, the wind shifting to the eastward, he sailed for

Crest.

The loss which the English sustained in this unfortunate battle,

was two ships, (wo captains, two captains of marines, and 350

men. The Dutch were much greater sufferers, having lost six sail

of the line, two rear-admirals, one captain, and a great number

of men.

Considering the inferiority of our naval tactics at that period,

and the great disparity of force between the contending fleets, this

loss perhaps will not appear surprising. The French fleet was

composed of 78 men of war, and 22 fire-ships, making a total of

100 sail ; whilst the combined English and Dutch uYets consisted

of only 50 men of war. The French fleet was formed into three

divisions: the van, composed of 26 men of war, commanded by
the Count d'Estrees, in le Grande, of 86 gtuis ;

the centre, of '26

sail by the Count de Tourville, in the Royal Sun, of 100 guns;
and the rear, of 26 sail, commanded by M. D'Amfreville, in the

Magnificent, of 80 gnns.

Previously to the trial of the Earl of Torrington, which shortly

afterwards took place, on a charge, that he had. through cow-

ardice or treachery, misbehaved in his oflice, drawn dishonour on

the English nation, and sacrificed our good allies the Dutch, Cap-
tain Benbow, as well as many other officers, in the evidence which

he gave before the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, pe-

femptorily contradicted the assertion, made by severa^ of the earl's



174 MEMOIR OP TilE PtTBLTC SEIITICE3 Of

enemies, that (l he was scarcely, during the whole action, \rithin

gun-shot of the French line." He deposed, that the Royal-

Sovereign try zzithin half gun-shot of the enemy for an hour.

On the 13th of April, 1691, Captain Benbow was appointed to

a ship, thename of which is now unknown; nor are we acquainted

with the manner in which he was employed from that period till the

latter end of the year 1693, when be commanded the Norwich, a

fourth rate, and was sent with a squadron of twelve men of war.,

four bomb-vessels, and seyeral transports, to bombard the town of

St. Maloes. The official account of this expedition was as

follows :

"
Whitehall, November 26, 1G93.

"
By letters from Captain Renboiv, dated the 23d of this month, on

board their majesties' ship the Norwich, i Guernsey road, we have an

account, that on the lotb, the frigates aid bomb-vessels, commanded by

Captain Philip and himself, sailed from Guernsey, the wind at W.8.W. and

in the evening anchored about five leagues from thence. The 16th, at

three in the morning, they weighed, the wind at N.N.E. and made the best

of their way for St. Malo-; and, at tour in the afternoon, anchored before

the Quince Channel. Three of the bomb-ships, with the brigantines and

well-boats, went in,, and anchored- within half a mile of the town. The
wind being northerly, which blows right in, and with a great swell and

strong tide, the frigates were obliged to raoor athwart it, and the bomb-

ships to stern with the town, which took up grsat part of their time; about

ten o'clock they began to fire, and continued to do so all that night, till four

the next morning; when, to prevent the grounding of their ships, they were

obliged to warp out. The 17th, at eight in the morning, they hauled in.

again the bomb-ships; in doing which,, and bringing them to pass, much

time was spent. They fired that day about seventy bombs. The loth they

continued their firing, and prepared afire-ship, potting oae hundred barrel*

of powder, and two- hundred and forty carcasses on board her. The 19tb^_

in the evening, they sent in the said fire-ship ; and, having laid her close to

the town wall, blew her up. P;yt of the ciirc-.isses flew into, the town, and

set it on fire in three or four piaces ; ^aa>d some part of the wail, where the

ship blew up, was tlu-own dowsi, together with the houses that were near it.

The '<!0th the ships weiglved and put to sea, after having destroyed a greaS

many houses in the town of St. Malo, suid demolished the fort on the

Quince, and taken eighty prisoners out of it aisd Sycamber."

The fire-ship alluded to in the above account appears to nave

been productive of the greatest alarm upon the enemy's coast;.

and several of the French writers of that day treat of it as one o

those dreadful machines styled infcmuls, Avhich the Dutch made

use of to destroy the bridge over the Scheldt, when the Priace, o
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Parma besieged Antwerp in the year 1595. From the 'following

description, however, copied from the French Mercury, it appears

to have been merely a iire-bhip, though of a most formidable

nature :

"
It was a new ship, of afco'Jt 300, or, as the Marquis de Quincy says,

350 tons. At the bottom of the hold were one hundred barrels of ponder ;

these were covered with pitch, sulphur, rosin, tow, straw, and faggots, over

which lay beams bored throcgh to give air to the fire, and upon these lay

three handred carcasses filled with grenadoes, chain shat, iron bullets,

pistols loaded, and wrapt in linen pitched, broken iron bars, and the bottoms

of glass bottles. There were six holes or mouths to let out the flames, which

were so vehement as to consume the hardest substances, and could be

checked by nothing but the pouring in of hot water,"

That the explosion of this vessel was truly terrific, may be

gathered from the author of Vllistoire Mililairc de Louis XII'.

** She was intended," says lie,
" to reduce the town to ashes, and indeed

would have done it but for an unforeseen accident : she struck upon a rock

within pistol-shot of the place where they intended to have moored her.

The engineer who was on borsrd did all he could to get her off, but to no

purpose. At last, finding the vessel begin nii>g to open, and fearing she

might sink, lie set fire to her. The sea water, which had penetrated iu

many places, prevented tlve carcasses from taking fire. The explosion,

however, was terrible beyond description; it shook the whole town like an

earthquake, broke all the glass and earthen ware for three leagues round,
and struck off the roofe of three hundred houses. Tlie most extraordinary

thing of all was this, that the capstan of the vessel, which weighed two him.

<lred weight, was carried over the walls, and beat a house it fell upon down
to the ground. The greatest part of the wails towards the sea also fell

ciowuj and if there had been a sufficient quantity of laud forces on board,
the place might have been taken and pillaged."

The ability and spirit which Captain Benbow displayed upon
this occasion, seem to have pointed him out as a very proper per.

son to be employed on similar enterprises.

Early iu 1695, while cruising off the French coast, in company
with some other ships, he again appeared off St. Malocs, and

greatly alarmed the town, from which many guns were fired.

Captain Benbo-.v chased in two of the enemy's privateers; and,

standing afterwards to the eastward, he manned his boats and wcr.f

on shore near Granville, where he made himself master of a small

fort, mounting four guns, which he carried away.
About the ?ame time, he made several other captures ; an
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account of which is given in the following extract of a letter, datect

Portsmouth, April 2, 1695 :

"
Captain Benbow, in the Sudadoes prize, is come to Spithead from the

French coast, whene, cruising with some other of his majesty's ships, on the

15th instant [nit 3 tne
.
v saw seven sail of French ships, two of which they

forced ashore near Cape la Hogue, and destroyed them : the other five ran

ashore in Great Anse bay; but Captain Benbow sent in his boats, and

although one of them made a good resistance, and the country people came

dowu in great numbers to assist them, he got them all off and brought them

away ;
their lading being salt and tobacco. At night he took another, laden

with wine, from St. Maloes. The 16th, in the morning, our frigates chased

three sail
;
one of which ran on a rock and sunk immediately, the other

two-put into a small harbour near Cape la Hogue, where there is a fort of

ten guns. When it was flood, Captain Benbow, with two more of his
7

majesty's ships, anchored within musket-shot of the castle, and sent the

Jersey and Maidstone into the harbour. The town and French ships made

the best defence they could
; however, they were soon taken, but it was near

four hours before they could be got out. They were part of .fifteen sail

that came from St. Maloes, and served as convoy to the rest, being about

two hundred tons burthen, and carrying twelve guns each."

Mr. Charnock justly observes, that (l these two little enter-

prises, although they may in themselves be deemed insigniacant,

are, nevertheless, strongly characteristic of that spirit and address

which never failed to mark Mr. Benbow's conduct, whether

employed in the destruction of a nest of privateers, or a royal

squadron."

In the month of July, in the same year, having been appointed

to the Northumberland, of 70 guns, Captain Benbow was em-

ployed, under Lord Berkeley, to bombard St. Maloes and Gran-

ville; a service which he executed with so much effect, as to destroy

the greater part of those towns.

Almost immediately after this, he is said to have assisted under

Sir Cloudlesly Shovel, in the attack upon Dunkirk ; which is con-

sidered to have failed, in consequence of the incapacity of erne

Meesters, an engineer, under whose directions it was planned.

The next enterprise in which this officer was engaged, was that

of the bombardment of Calais, the conduct of which had also been

entrusted to Sir Cloudesley Shovel, in the sjmng of 16i>6. In the

prosecution of this service, by an accident which happened on

board one of the bomb vessels. Captain Benbow had the iksh tor*

from one of his legs.
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Although no blame appears to hare attached to the commanders,

the result of the bombardment, the official account of which is sub-

joined, was by no means adequate to the expectations of govern-

ent :

"
Deal, April 1, 1696.

" Sir Cloudesley Shovel sailed out of the Downs the 2d instant, with

several men of war and four bomb-vessels, and came the next morning

before Calais. Captain Benbow was ordered in with the bomb-vessels, and

with several small frigates and brigantines, to protect them from the enemy's

boats and half galleys, who made some attempt upon us at our first coming

in, but were soon beaten off and forced to retire into the harbour. Our

bomb-vessels began to fire about noon, and continued to do so till evening.

They threw between three and four hundred shells, most of which fell into

the town, and amon^ the embarkations, and occasioned fires in three or

four places, and in some of the vessels, which we believe did considerable

damage. About eight at night the bomb-vessels, with the small frigates,

came off, having lost three or four meu by the shot from the town, and

seven or eight wounded."

We have seen that, from the period of the Revolution, Captain

Bcnbow was constantly employed ; and, so high an opinion did

the merchants entertain of his abilities, that his appointments to

cruise in the Channel, for the protection of trade, were frequently

in consequence of their application. His services lud been

altogether so conspicuous, and so meritorious, that, soon after the

bombardment of Calais, he was promoted to the rank of rear-

admiral of the blue squadron. This appointment was the more

honourable and gratifying, as, unsupported by fiiends, it proceeded

solely from his persona! desert. Many very brave and able com-

manders, ft is said, thought themselves not disgraced by continuing

to act under him, as private captains ; though, before his unenvied

promotion, they had b.-cn considerably his *e..iors in service.

In May, 1G96, the rear-admiral hoisted his flag on board the

Suffolk, and was sent to block tip the port of Dunkirk, where the

famous French naval commander, Du Bart, was lying, with,

several ships of war ready for sea. On his arrival before the

place, he found that the number of ships which he had with

him was too small to guard both channels. The weather also

proving extremely foggy, Du Bart slipped out, and, steering to

the north-east, fell in with the Dutch Baltic fleet, of above a hun-

er&tom doi.xx. A A
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dred sail, escorted by five frigates, all of which he took, and above

half of the merchantmen. In the midst of Du Bart's victory, he

was surprised by the appearance of the Dutch outward-bound

Baltic fleet, under the convoy of thirteen men of war. which so

closely pursued him, that he was obliged to abandon most of his

prizes: he burnt four of the frigates, and, putting their crews on

board the fifth, turned her adrift : she, and thirty. five of tlie

rnerchant ships, were retaken. Admiral Benbow pursued Da

Bart ; bat, though he frequently got sight of him, the Frenchman,.

by dint of superior s-ailing, made good his retreat into Dunkirk.

He afterwards convoyed the outwUrd-bound trade to Gottenburgh,

and, on his return from that service, proceeded to Hamburgh, to

bring from thence a very valuable fleet of merchant-ships which

had long been lying there.

In the month of October following, having hoisted his flag on

board the Shrewsbury, Admiral Benbow was appointed to a

command in the fleet which was sent out under Sir Cloudesley

Shovel, to protect the English commerce during the winter ; and,

about the latter end of December, he was detached, with a small

squadron, to reconnoitre the port of Brest, and to gain, if possible,

some information of the enemy's intended operations. The latter

service he executed with great address, collecting a perfect account,

not on'y of tha number, but of the state of all the shipping in that

port.

On the 10th of April, 1697, he sailed from Spithead, with seven

third rates and two fire-ships, to cruise at the entrance of the

Channel. While thus employed, he fortunately fell in with our

homeward-bound Virginia and West India fleets, prevented them,

from being captured by a squadron of the enemy, and saw" them;

safely into port.

In the succeeding month, he was again employed in the Sound,

ings ; after which, towards the middle of July, he was sent, with

a squadron of English and Dutch ships, to block up Du Bart's

squadron, in Dunkirk. Du Bart, however, contrived to escape

the vigilance of Admiral Benbow ; and, on the 23d of August, he

got out with five sail, and escaped, though closely pursued. Most

f ourliistorians throw the blame of this escape upon the Dutck

9
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commander. Campbell, after alluding to Admiral Benbow's

preservation of the Virginia and West India ilcets, says,

" He would likewise have sue 'ceded in restraining Du Bart from going

out, if the Dutch rear-admiral, Yandtiy,.ies, had been in a condition to

assist him, or the Lords of the Admiralty had been inclined to have taken

his advice ;
for observing, in the beginning of August, that the French

frigates were hauled into the basin to clean, he judged their design to be,

vdiat it rea'ilv proved, to put to sea by the next spring tide
; and therefore,

as his ships were all foul, he wrote ui to the board, to desire 'that four of

the best sailers mi^ht he ordered to Sbeernesa .0 clean, and that the others

might come to the Downs, not only to take in .vat- r. which they very much

wanted, but al-o to heel and scrub, which he judged might have been doye,

r>efore the spring t'de gave the French an opportunity of getting over the

bvr ;
hut this wns not then thought advisable, though he afterwards

received orders for it, when it was too late. By this unlucky accident, the

French had an opportunity given them of getting out wiih five clean ships.

Yi t this however did not hinder the ad'niral from pursuing them, as \vell as

he was able : and some of the shirs of ins squadron had the pood hick to

i;i,;i- a Dunkirk privateer, of ten guns and forty men, which h;id done a great

deal of mischief."

As the peace of FJyswick was concluded almost immediately

after this service, Admiral Benbow had no farther opportunity of

distinguishing himself during the war.

Notwithstanding the execution of the treaty of Ryswick, con-

siderable doubts were entertained of tl;e sincerity of the French,

and of their intention to maintain the relations of peace any longer

than they might feel themselves compelled, by their necessities, to

do so. Some apprehensions were also felt concerning Spain, the

king of that country being, as it was supposed, in a dying state.

On these accounts it was judged necessary immediately to send a

squadron to the West Indies, for thi purpose of counteracting any
sudden attempt which might be made against our possessions in

that quarter. An armament was accordingly fitted out, and the

command of it was given to Admiral Benbow. Having received,

private instructions from his majesty, King William, to makethe

best observation* which he could upon the Spanish ports and

settlements, but to k^ep as fair as possible with t:-o governors, and

to afford them any assistance which they might require, he hoisted

his flag in the Uloucester, on the 13th of November, 1698, and

sailed from St. Helen's, accompanied by the Falmouth, Dunkirk,

*ud Geriuo^n (a small vessel which had been taken from th*
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French in the preceding war), on the 29th of the same month.

On the 7th of January following, he anchored in Carlisle bay,

Barbadocs ; and, by the 12th of the same month, he had distributed

the troops which he had taken out at their respective places of

destination.

This part of his mission having been accomplished, Admiral

Benbow proceeded to Carthagena, where, by his spirited, and

almost threatening remonstrances to the governor, he procured the

release of some English merchant-ships, which had been seized by
the Spaniards a short time before, on account of a settlement that

had been made by the Scotch on the isthmus of Darien. At the

instigation of the merchants of Jamaica, he next went to Porto

Bello, upon a similar errand; but there he received only promises,

which were never fulfilled.

On his return to England, in the spring of 1700, Admiral Ben-

bow found that much dissatisfaction had been excited respecting

the service on which he had been sent. Not that a murmur of

disapprobation was breathed against him ; but it was considered,

that the obvious insufficiency of his force to protect the Spaniards,

had prevented his acquiring their confidence ; and that, conse-

tjuently, the object of the expedition had been but partially

achieved. It was also urged that, had the French sent out a

powerful fleet to' the West Indies, as it had been expected that

they would, the smallncss of Admiral Benbow's squadron would

have prevented him from performing any thing of consequence

against them.
'

As we have already observed, however, no reflections were cast

upon the conduct of the admiral. He brought home with him

authentic testimonies from the merchants and planters, of his

having rendered them all the services which they could either ex-

pect or desire ;
and he was received by his majesty with the most

coru ; al friendship.

The state of affairs in Europe had undergone an entire change

during Admiral Benbow's absence ; a rupture -with France was

evidently approaching; and it had been found expedient to put

the navy upon as respectable a footing as possible, and to give the

command of it to such officers as might, in all respects, be depended

on. It was probably upon this occasion, that the king consulted
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Admiral Benbow upon the question Whether it were more ex-

pedient to prefer tars, as they were called, or gentltm$H, in trie

jiayy ? The admiral considered himself, and was generally con-

sidered, as one of the former ; yet he told the king, that the safer

mode was to employ both ;
and that the danger lay in preferring

gentlemen without merit, and tars beyond their captivities !

Bcnbow was at this time promoted to the rank of vice-admiral

of the blue squadron ; and having hoisted his flag on board the

Winchester, he was sent to cruise off Dunkirk, to block up a

French squadron which was fitting in that port, for the purpose,

as it was supposed, of covering a descent upon England. He soon

satisfied the ministry, however, that there was no danger of this

nature; and it was then resolved to carry forward the projects

which had been formerly concerted, to disappoint the French in

their views upon the Spanish succession. It was therefore deter,

rained, that a squadron, consisting of two third and eight fourth,

rates, the utmost force which could at that time be spared, should

immediately be sent to the West Indies. The professional charac-

ter of the officer who should command this expedition being of the

utmost consequence, the ministers naturally fixed upon Admiral

Benbow ; but the kiug objected to the appointment, considering

it unhandsome to send him back, immediately as it were, to a

command which had been attended by many unpleasant and vex.

atious circumstances. One or two other officers were thereiore

named and consulted ; but, from motives, either real or fictitious,

they earnestly begged to be excused. Alluding to the dress of

these gentlemen, the king said merrily to some of his ministers,

Well, then, 1 find we must spare our beaux, and send honest

J?c6ozi.\" His majesty accordingly sent for him, and offered him

the command; observing that, if he had any objection, he would

jiot take it amiss, should he desire to be excused. The admiral

honestly and bluntly answered, that he did not understand such

compliments ; that he thought he had no right to choose his station ;

and that if his majesty thought fit to send him to the East or West

Indies, or any where else, he would cheerfully execute his orders.

The business having been thus settled, the vice-admiral hoisted

iiis flag on board the Breda, of 70 guns ; and, as it was necessary

t conceal the object of the expedition, and to prevent the French
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from ascertaining its real force, Sir George Rooke, then admiral

of the fleet, convoyed it as far as the Isles of Scilly, and then sent

forward Sir John Munden's squadron, to see it five or six days sail

to the westward of the Azores.

Having sailed from St. Mary's, on the 5th of October, Admiral

Benbow pursued his voyage, and arrived at Barbadoes on the 3d

of November, 1701. He sailed from thence to the Leeward

Islands ; and, finding them in a good state of defence, he proceeded

to Jamaica, and anchored at Port Royal on the 5th of December,

where he found two men of war, one a fifth, and the other a sixth

rate. The dispositions that were made by hi. a at this critical

juncture, were such as entirely baffled the projects which had been

formed by the French, for the attack of Jamaica and the other

West India Islands.

Towards the latter end of January, 1702, a small reinforcement

of one fourth, one fifth, and one sixth rate, a bomb-vessel, a hulk,

a fire-ship, and three vessels laden with naval ordnance stores,

arrived at Jamaica; and, by these ships, Admiral Benbow received

the intelligence, that a French squadron, of superior force to his,

had arrived at Martinico about two months before. On the

receipt of this news, the governor and council of Jamaica fitted

out two fire-ships, as an additional reinforcement to the English

squadron.

Early in March, Admiral Benbow received farther advices, that

ihe Marquis de C^etlogon, who had recency been appointed cap-

tain-general of all the Spanish ships in the West Indies, had formed

a junction with M. Chateau Renaud, at Martinico
; that the com-

bined squadrons were actually at sea ; and that M. Du Casse was

soon expected from Europe, with a considerable accession of force.

This intelligence rendered every exertion necessary on the part of

the English commander, and also on that of the colonies. It does

not appear that any endeavour was omitted. " The schema

formed by Admiral Benbow," says Campbell,
" for the destruc-

tion of the French force in the West Indies, and having a chance

for the galleons, shews him to have been a very able and judicious

commander, and effectually disproves that idle and ridiculous

calumny, of his being a mere seaman. He saw that the French

officers were excessively embarrassed by the wayward conduct of
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the Spaniards, who would not take a single >trrj out of their own

road, though fur thtfir own service. He resolved to take advantage

of this, and to attack- the smallest of their squadrons ; having

before sent home such an account of the number and value of the

Spanish ships, and of the strength of the French squadrons that

wore to escort them, as might enable the ir/mistiy '.o take all pro-

per tiu-astires for intercepting them, either in th_ir passage from

the West Indies, or v,'hen it should be known they were arrived in

the European seas."*

In the beginning of May, Admiral Benbow put to sea ; and

before he had well cleared the island, he was joined by Rear-

admi.al \\h tstone, fr m England. Some time afterwards he

learned, that the combined squadrons of De Coetlogon and

Renaud, consisting of thirty sail, were in the gulf of Leogane ;

Rcnaud having sent home <en of his largest ships. Wiih,this

reduced force, however, Benbow was unable to contend, without

leaving the mo-t valuab'e o our West Indian possessions exposed

to imminent danger. Constantly on the alert, he remained off the

island of Jamaica, kej.t his ships in readiness for immediate ser-

vice, and requjntly sent out small detachments, on short cruises,

to scour the coast.

The instant that he received. official information of war having

been declared against Franco, he prepared to act still more upon,

the offensive, and some of his detachments met with considerable

success. The Falmouth, Ruby, and Experiment, which he had

sent to cruise off Petit Guave, returned with four prizes, three

of them tictuallers, bound to the Havanna, and the fourth a very

rich ship, laden for Frence, with C24 guns mounted, and capable

of carrying 40. The Bristol also brought into Port Royal the

Gloriana, a Spanish ship of war, pierced for ^0 guns, but mount-

ing only 16, which she had taken oil" the south side of Ilispauiola..

In July, Admiral Benbow himself sailed from Jamaica, w ith

eight ships of the line, a fire-ship, a bonib, and a sloop, in the

expectation of meeting Admiral Whetstone, whom he had detached

for the purpose of intercepting Da Casse. Not meeting Whet-

stone, as he expected, he proceeded in search of Du Casse's

* The ships mentioned in this quotation were all subsequently captured,
or destroyed, at Vigo.



Squadron, which he came up with, and engaged^ on the 19th of

August. He fought him bravely for six days; and, in all pro-

-Lability, would have gained a complete and glorious victory, ha<$

it not been for the treachery or cowardice of his captains.

Many long and laboured accounts hare been written of this

memorable action ;
but nothing that we have met with conveys so

clear an idea of the whole proceedings, as the following authentic

journal, which is well deserving of preservation :

'* On the 1 1th of July Admiral Benbow sailed from before Port Royal,
with a design to join Rear-admiral Whetstone ; but having advice on the

14th, by the Colchester and Pendennis, who that day joined him, that.

Mons. Du Casse was expected at Leogane, which is on the north side of

Hispaniola, he plyid for that port. Nothing of moment happened till the

21st, when he took a small sloop near Cape Tiberoon.
" On the 27th the admiral came into the Gulf of Leogane. Not far from

the town he saw several ships at anchor, and one under sail, who ser>t her

boat to reconnoitre, but coming too near, she was taken. By her the

admiral was informed, that there were five or six merchant ships at

Leogane; and that the ship which they belonged to was a king's ship, and

could carry fifty guns, but now had but thirty mounted
; whereupon the

admiral pursued her, and pressed her so hard, that the captain, seeing no

possibility of escaping, ran the ship ashore, and blew her up.
" On the 28th, in the morning, the admiral came before the town of

Leogane, where there was but one ship, of about eighteen guns, which was

hauled ashore under their fortifications, a battery of about twelve guns,

which -eould not, however, preserve her from being burnt. The rest sailed

froin thence before clay, in order to secure themselves in a harbour which

is called the Cul de Sac; but some of our ships lying between them and

that port, took three of them, and sunk another, which had sixteen guns.
" The 29th the admiral came before Petit Guave, where he found no

ship, but saw three or four in the Cul, a harbour much within the land, and

well fortified both by nature and art, so that the admiral thought it not

advisable to run any risque there, unless the French ships had been of

more value.

"The admiral having continued in this bay till, the second of August,

sailed from thence for Cape Donna Maria, furnished with a good bay and

water, where he arrived on the 5th, and receiving advice that Mons. Du
Casse WHS gone to Can hairena, and from thence to Po'rto Bello, he resolved

to follow, with her majesty's ships the Breda, Defiance, Ruby, Greenwich,

Faloooath, and Windsor.
" The admiral sailed accordingly on the 10th of August, and stretched

over towards the coast of St. Martha; near which place, on the 19th, in the

morning, he got sight of ten sail to the eastward, and soon perceived them

to be French. Same f our ships being three or four miles astern, the

admiral made the signal for battle, and went with aft easy sail that the
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fethers might come up. He steered with the French, who stood to the

\vt.-twurd along the shore, under their two top-sail-?. There were of them

four stout ships, from sixty-six to seventy guns, one great Duteh-built ship

of thirtv to forty guns, and one small ship full of soldiers; the rest were a

sloop and three small vessels. The admiral had disposed the line-of-battle

as follows, vi/.. the Defiance, Pendemm ; Windsor, Breda, Greenwich, B

and Falmouth. Being uneasy to see our ships so long in coming up, and

in disorder, observing also that the Defiance and Windsor did not make

any haste to come into their station, he sent to them to make more sail-

The night approaching, the admiral steered alongside of the enemy, and

endeavoured to get near them, being to windward, and steering large, but

not with a design to attack them before the Defiance was abreast of the

headmost ship ;
but before this was done, the Falmouth in the rear

attacked the Flemish ship, the Windsor the ship abreast of her, as also did

the Defiance. Soon after the admiral was obliged to do the same, having

received the fire of the French ship abreast of him. The Defiance and

Windsor, after they received two or three broadsides from the enemy,
lulled out of the line, out of gun-shot. The two sternmost ships of the

French lay upon the admiral and very much galled him. The ships in the

rear not coming up as they ought, it was four o'clock when the action began
to be general. It continued till it was dark, the English squadron keeping
them company all night. The admiral believing, that if he led himself on

both tacks (perceiving the French would decline fighting if they could)

that his captains for shame would not fail to follow a good example, he

altered the former line-of-battle to the following: Breda, Vice-admiral

Bcnbow, and Captain Fogg; Defiance, Richard Kirkbv ; Windsor, John

Constable; Greenwich, Cooper Wade : Ruby, George Walton; Pcndennis.

Thomas Hudson
; Falmouth, Samuel Vincent.

" On the 20th, at daylight in the morning, the admiral was near the

enemy ;
but the other ships (except the Ruby alone, which was up with

him,) were throe, four, and five miles astern
;

it proved little wind. The
admiral was within gun-shot of the enemy, who were so civil as not to fire.

At two this afternoon, the sea breeze coming up, the enemy got into a linr,

making what sail they could. The other ships not coining up, the Breda,
with the Ruby, plved their cha?e ^uns on them till night ; then thev left

off, Init kept them company all night.
" On the '.'1st, at daylight, the admiral being on the quarter of the second

ship of the enemy's squadron, and within point-blank shot, the Ruby being
ahead of him, the French ship lired at the Ruby, which the Rubv returned.

The two French ships which were ahead fell oft', and tUerc being little wind

brought their guns to boar on the Ruby. The Breda brought her guns to

bear on the French ship, which lirst be^an, and shattered her very much,

obliging her to tow from us; but the Rubv was likf-vise so much shattered

in her masts, sails, and rising, that the admiral was obliged to lav by her,

and send boats to tow her oft". This nctio:i continued almost two hours,

during which the rear ship of the ennny was abreast of tho Defiance and

Windsor, who never iired one gun, tU'Ligh within point-biank thot. At

, djjnrn. ftol. XX. B B
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eight o'clock in the morning, a gaic of wind springing up, the enemy made
what sail they could; and the admiral chased them, in hopes of coming up
with them. Being then abreast of ti>e river Grande, at two in the afternoon

the admiral got abreast of two of the stemmost of die enemy's ships;' and,

in hopes to disable them in their masts and rigging, began to fire- on them,

as did some of the ships astern
;
but he lying abreast of them, they poinu il

wholly at him, which galled bis ship much in her rigging, and dismounted

two or three of the lower deck guns. This held about two hours. They

got without gun-shot, the admiral making what sail he could after them
;

but they used all the shifts they possibly could to- evade fighting.
" On the 22d, at daylight, the Greenwich was about three miles astern,

though the signal for the line-of-battle was never struck night nor day; the

rest of the ahrps indifferently near (except the Ruby) ; the enemy about n

mile and a half ahead. At three in the afternoon, the wind, which before

was easterly, came to the southward. This gave the enemy the weather-

ga'ge ;
but in tacking, the admiral fetched within gun-shot of the sternmosfc

of them, firing at each other
;
hut our line being much out of order, and

some of our ships three miles astern, nothing more could be done. This

night the enemy was very uneasy, altering his courses very often betweea

the west and north,
" On the 23d, at daylight, the enemy was about six miles ahead of us;

and the great Dutch ship separated from them, out of sight. Some of our

squadron, at this time, were more than four miles astern, viz. the Defiance

and Windsor. At ten o'clock the enemy tacked, the wind then at E.N.E.

but very variable. The admiral fetched within point-blank shot of two of

them, firing broadsides at each other. Soon after, he attacked and pursued
them as well as he could

;
about noon we took from them a small English

ship, called the Ann galley, which they had taken off Lisbon. The Ruby
being disabled, the admiral ordered her for Port Royal. At eight this

night our squadron wits about two miles distant from the enemy, they

sreering S.E. and very little wind, then at N.W. and variable, the admiral

standing after them, and all his ships, except the Faimouth, falling much
nstern. At twelve the enemy began to separate.

* ! On the 24th, at two in the morning, we came up within hail of the

sternmost. It being very liltle wind, the admiral fired a broadside with

double and round below, and round and partridge aluft, whieh she returned.

At three o'clock the admiral's right leg was shattered to pieces by a chain,

shot, and he was carried down; but presently ordered his cradk on the

quarter-deck, and continued the fight till day, when appeared the ruins of

a ship of about seventy guns; her main-yard down and shot to pieces, her

fore-top-sail-yard shot away, her mizen-mast shot by the board, all her

rigging gone, and her sides bored through and through with our double-

headed shot. The Falraouth assisted in this matter very much, and no
other ship. Soon after day the admiral saw the other sbups of the enemy
coming towards him, with a strong gale of wind easterly: at the same time

the Windsor, Pendennis, and Greenwich, ahead of the enemy, ran to

Jgeward of the disabled ship, fired their broadsides, passed her, and stou'i
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t.. t^ie southward; then die Defiance followed them, passed also to leeward

of the disabled ship, and fired part of her broadside. The disabled ship did

put fire above twenty gnns at the Defiance before she put her hchu

a-weather, and ran away right before the wind, lowered both her top- aiN,

and ran to leeward of the Falmouth (which was then a gun-shot to leeward

of the admiral, knotting ber rigging), without any regard to the signal for

battle. The enemy seeing onr other two ships stand to the southward,

expected they would have tarked and stood with them. They brought to

with their heads to the
1

northward ;
but seeing ttn.se three ships did not

tack, bore down upon the admiral, and ran between t.,e disabled ship and

him, tiring all their guns ;
in which they shot away his main-top-sail-yard,

and shattered his rigging much. None of the other ships being near him,

nor taking any notice of the battle signal, the captain of the Breda hereupon
fired two guns at thos; 1

ships ahead, in order to put them in mind of their

duty.
' The French, seeing this great disorder, brought to, and lay by their

own disabled ship, re-m aimed, and took her in tow. The Breda's n

being much shattered, she lay by till ten o'clock : and being then rei;rteu>

the admiral ordered the captain to pursue the enemy, who was then about

three miles distant, nuc! to leeward, having the disabled ship in tow, steering

N.K. the wind at .V-.V". The admiral in the mean time made all the sail

after them he could; and the battle signal was always out. But the enemy
taking encouragement from the behaviour of some of our captains, the

admiral ordered Captain Foirg to send to the captains to keep their line,

Slid to behave themselves like men, which he did. Upon this, Captain

Kirkby came on hoard the admiral, and pressed him very earnestly to desist

from any farther ennajement, which made the admiral desirous to know

the opinion of the other captains. Accordingly he ordered Captain Fogg
fo make the signal for all the other captains to come on board, which they

did; and most of them concurred with Captain Kirkby in his opinion:

whereupon the admiral perceiving they had no mind to fight, and being not

able to prevail with them to come to any other resolution, though all they

r.aid was erroneous, he thought it not lit to venture any farther. At this

time the admiral was abreast of the enemy, and had a fair opportunity of

lighting them; the masts and yards in a good condition, and few men
killed, exc >a board the Bivdn.

" On the (Jth of October Admiral Benbow issued a commission to Rear-

sdmiral Whetstone, and some captains, to hold a court-martial for the tri d

of the following captains : Captain Kirkby, commander of the Defiance,

of (i4 guns; Captain Constable, of the Windsor, of60 guns; Captain NVade,

of ihe Greenwich, of i 1 guns; and Captain Hudson, of the Pendennis. of

43 guns; who \\erc accused of cowardice, breach of orders, and neglect of

duty, in the '

:

ght. that Admiral Benbow had maintained, for six days, off

the coast of Carthagena, wkh Du Cas-e.

" The court martial began on the 8th of the same month, and held four

days. Captain Kirkbv was brought to his trial; and the crimes above

mentioned charged on him, being proved, by the oaths of the admiral, ten

-rs, eleven warrant and iufc-iior oflicers^ he was sentenced
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to be shot to death, but the execution thereof respited till her majesty's

pleasure be known.
"

Captain Constable was cleared by his own officers and men of cow-

ardice; but the other crimes being proved against him, he stood cashiered

by the sentence given, from her majesty's service, with imprisonment during
her pleasure.
"

Captain Cooper was the next man tried. The crimes above men-
tioned charged on him were proved by sixteen commission and warrant

officers of his own ship, and by several others; whereupon the same sentence

was passed on him as on Captain Kirkby.
"

Captain Hudson, commander of the Pendennis, died some days before

the trial.

" Then came on the trial of Captain Vincent, commander of the Fal-

mouth
;
and Captain Fogg, captain of the admiral's ship the Breda, for

signing a paper, with Captain Kirkby and the rest, against engaging the

French, when there was so fair an opportunity and probability of success.

But upon their alleging in their own justification, that they did it only because

they were persuaded, considering the cowardly behaviour of those captains,

and fearing that upon -another engagement those captains would wholly

desert, and leave the admiral in the Breda and the Falmouth a prey to the

French; and upon the character given by the admiral and others of their

courage and gallant behaviour in the battle, the court thought fit only to

suspend them from their employment in her majesty's service, but withal

that this suspension shall not commence till her royal highness's pleasure is

kuowia."

After the engagement, the English squadron returned to

Jamaica, and the French made the best of its way to Carthagena;

whence, having in some measure repaired its damages, it proceeded

to Europe in the month of March, 1703, in a miserably reduced

and shattered state.

Benbow was a most strict disciplinarian, and was perhaps some-

what deficient in those conciliating manners, which might be

necessary to secure the personal attachment and regard of the

officers whom he commanded. To these circumstances has generally

been attributed the base treatment which he experienced from his

captains, in the action of which AVC are treating. His bravery,

and general good conduct, were unquestionable ;
nor was his for-

titude inferior to any of his other virtues. Whilst the surgeon was

dressing his leg, after it had been shattered in the manner that has

been described, one of Admiral Benbovv's lieutenants expressed

great sorrow for the accident. u I am sorry for it too,'' said the

admiral,
" but I had rather have lost them both, than have seen
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1>iis dishonour brought upon the English nation. But, do" you

hear, if another shot should take me off, behave like men, and

fight it out."

Du Casse had good reason to be satisfied, as to the intrepidity of

his antagonist. In the course of the action, Admiral Benbovr

boarded his ship three times, in which he received a shot in the

arm, and a wound in the face ; and, if he had been properly

seconded, he would undoubtedly have succeeded in carrying her,

Du Casse was a brave man, and an able officer, himself; and he

possessed too high a sense of honour, not to acknowledge those

qualities in another, although he might be his enemy. Shortly

after his arrival at Carthageiia, he sent Admiral Bcnbovr a letter,

the original of which is probably still in existence. The following

is a translated copy :

"
SIR,

"
I had little hopes on Monday last, but to have supped in your cabin:

it pleased God to order it otherwise : I am thankful for it. As for those

cowardly captains who deserted you, hang them up, for by they
deserve it. Your's,

" DU CASSE."

It is deserving of remark, that the Monday mentioned in this

better, was the very day on which a pretended consultation amongst
the captains had been signed, magnifying, in an extraordinary

manner, the strength of the enemy. It is not surprising, therefore,

that the affair, as it related to Kirkby and his associates, should

be generally treated as one of the basest and most dishonourable

that ever occurred in the British navy.

On his arrival at Jamaica, Admiral Benbow found himself under

the necessity of having his broken leg cut off; an operation which,

combined with the irritated state of his mind, threw him into a

fever, under which he struggled till the 4th of November. On, that

day he died, lamenting, to his latest moments, the national disap-

pointment which would necessarily ensue from his ill success.

During his illness, however, he behaved himself with great calmness

and presence of mind
; giving the necessary directions for station,

ing the ships of his squadron, so as to protect our commerce, and

to incommode the enemy.

Queen Anne, who had succeeded to the throne a few months

after his departure from England, is said to have spoken of his loss
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with great tenderness and concern. By the nation at large he was

most deeply regretted ; and, as a tribute of respect to his memory,
his remains were sent for home, in order that they might be

solemnly interred at the public expense. It is traditionally stated,

that he was buried in the church-yard of the parish of St. Nicholas,

Deptford, in the north-west angle, \vhich is formed by the projec-

tion of the steeple beyond the body of the church. A plain fiat

stone was placed over his remains
; but neither public gratitude,

nor private affection, has thought it worth while to preserve even

that slight memorial of his fame.

Admiral Benbow left several children, of both sexes; but tlie

males all died without issue. Of his son, John, we shall here

introduce a short account. He was bred to the sea; and, in the

same year that the admiral died, he was shipwrecked on the coast

of Madagascar.
" All we know with any certainty," say tho

editors of the Biographia Briiannica,
u as tu his ai.airs, amount

only to this :

" He sailed in quality of fourth mate on board the Degrave East

Indiaman, which lay in the Downs when his father proceeded <m his last

expedition. She passed through, February 19, 110!, bound for Korl St.

George, and thence to Bengal. She was a very line vessel, of ?00 tons,

and 52 guns, and performed this voyage happily : but at Bengal the

captain died, the first mate soon followed him, by which tiie comunnd
devolved on the captain's son, who was second mate, and Mr. henbo\y

succeeded in his place. From Bengal they sailed for the Ope of f 5ood

Hope; but, in going out of the river (he ship r.m aground, a:;:! shirk

fast: she floated again the next high tide, and put to s-.-a with iilik- or

no damage as they then imagined, but they soon alter found her sq

leaky, that they were forced to keep I wo chain pumps continually going.

In this condition they sailed two months before they readied the island

of St. Maurice, inhabited by the Dutch, who received them very kindly,

gave them all the assistance in their power, permitting them to set up a

tent on shore, into which they brought most part of their cargo, having
unladen the ship in order to search for the leak, which they could not

find. After about a month's slay at the island of St. .Maurice, and

taking about 50 Lascars or Moorish seamen, they sailed directly for the

Cape of Good Hope. They had then about 170 hands on board, and

though the Lascars could not do much in point of navigation, yet they
were of great use, as they eased the English seamen of the labour of

pumping. Yet after all, it was fatal for them that this rash resolution

was taken, of putting to sea before they had stopped, or even discovered

the leak; for in a few days time it gained so much upon them, that not-

withstanding they pumped day and night, it was as much as they could.
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do to keep the vcr.sol above water, though they were slill 600 leagues

from their iii tended port. The crew thereupon acquainted Captaia

Younjr, that for the common safety it would be best to run the ship

ashore on the nearest land, which was that of Madagascar, which he

accordingly did ; but, in spite of all the care he could take, the ship

was wrecked and broke to pieces, anil he, who was the last man in her,

obliged to throw himself into the sea, in order to swim on shore as well

as he could, which with diiliculty he performed. They were quickly

made prisoners by the king of that part of the island, who carried them

50 miles up into the country, where they found one Captain Drumraonrl,

and one Captain Stewart, with a few of their ship's crew, and who soon

Jet them into a perfect knowledge of their condition, by assuring them

that the king intended to make them serve in his wars, and never permit

them to return to Europe, which struck them with the utmost conster-

nation. In this distress, the captains, Drummond, Stewart, and Young-,

held a consultation, in conjunction with Mr. Prat, and Mr. Benbow, in

vhich Captain TJrnmmond proposed, as the only expedient by which

they could recover their liberty, to seize the black king, and march off

with him prisoner into some other province of the island, where ships

frequently came. Mr. Beubow warmly espoused this proposal, and

assisted with great courage in the execution of it, which was performed

with more ease than was expected ; and the king, his son, and the

queen, were made prisoners; but the queeu was released by Captain

Young out of mere pity. It is not very easy to conceive a bolder euter-

priz* than this, where between 50 and 60 white people, and not above

half of these armed, carried off a black prince out of the midst of his

capital, and in the sight of some hundreds, nay some thousands of his

fubjecte, be ter armed than themselves, who were notwithstanding

restrained from tiring by Captain Young's threatening to kill their king
if they did. Afterwards, however, they managed the thing strangely ;

for, upon a proposal by the negroes, to give six guns for their king, it

was agreed to, upon a supposition that they would then follow them no

farther, and th.s, notwithstanding Mr. Benbow opposed it, and shewed

them the consequence \\ith which it must be attended. The king being
sot free, they itill continued to follow them : at last it was agreed to give

up the prince too, in hopes that would put an end to the pursuit, taking
tt-ree peopi'e, whom the blacks told them were their principal men, as

hostages, two of whom made their escape, and then the blacks not only

pursued, biif began to tire, which hitherto they had not done. The
weakness of their own conduct, and the wisdom of Mr. Benbow's advice,

w<-re now visible; and as it appeared that they had nothing for it but

fighting, they began to dispose their little army in order of battle, their

36 armed men were formed into jour bodies, under the three captains
and Mr. 1'enl/ow; but after an engagement, lasting from noon till even-

ing, it was agreed Jo treat : the negroe* demanded their arms, promising
to let them go. Th ; s proposition was vigorously opposed by Mr. Den-

bow; and \\hcn it came to be put in execution, the captains Drummond
aud Stewart, aud some of their crew, refused to deliver their arms, and
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marched off tmperceived in the dark, accompanied by Mr. Benbow, and

got safe to Port Danphine, while aH the rest were cruelly murdered,

except one boy, whom they preserved and made a slave."

After many dismal and dangerous adventures, Mr. Benbow was

compelled to live with, and in the manner of, the natives of

Madagascar, for many years; but, when he least expected

it, he was released by a Dutch captain, out of respect to the

memory of his father, and brought safe to England, where his re-

lations had long supposed him to be dead.

Mr. Benbow is said to have been naturally of a brisk and lively

temper; but his sufferings gave a melancholy cast to his mind;

and, after his return to England, though he lived several years, he

passed his time in privacy, and was averse from conversation,

except amongst his particular friends. He wrote a description of

the south part of the Island of Madagascar; but, by being fre-

quently borrowed, the manuscript was lost, and nothing farther is

known than what we have here stated.

HERALDIC PARTICL'I/AUS.

On the authority of Philip Calton, Esq. of Milton, Berks, who
married Admiral Benbow's eldest daughter, all our naval historians,

and even the editors of the Biographia Britannica, have stated,

that, on the admiral's return from the West Indies, in the year

1700,Jiing William,
" as a signal mark of his kind acceptance of

alt his services, granted him an augmentation of arms, which con-

sisted in adding to the three lent bozcs^ which he already bore, as

many arrorss." This is altogether an erroneous statement. The

Newport branch of the Benbow family, from which the admiral

sprang, bore tiso bows^ and tzco bundles /' arrozos^ as far back as

the year 1623; and, on diligently searching the books in the

Heralds' Office, we find that no augmentation zshatsoever has been

granted to any of the family since that period.

The following is a description of Admiral Benbow's armorial

ensigns, as represented in the plate prefixed to the memoir :

ARMS. Sable, two strung bows endorsed in pale, or, garnished

sj between two bundles of arrows, in fesse, three in each, or,

'J and headed, argent, tied gules.

CREST. A harpy close, or, face proper, her head wreathed

with a chapkt of roses, gules.
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NA VA L ANECDOTES
COMMERCIAL HINT-;, RECOLLECTIONS,

KANTES IN GURSITE VASTO.

MOREAU, AND CAPTAIV LARKINS.

IN
addition to the accounts of the capture of the -Warren

Hastings East Imliaraan, by the Piedmontaise frigate, which

vrc have given in a preceding volume,* we copy the following

Statements from the last-received India papers :

.H!OM THE ISLE OF FRANCE GAZETTE.

To the Editor of the Gazette.

SIR If you will be so good as to insert in your next the follow*

ing piece, you will greatly oblige, Sir, yours, &c.

C. MOREAU.
"

Always at sea since the capture of the Warren Hastings, I

was ignorant of the calamities of Captain Larkins : I now answer

them.
<l The Warren Hastings, after an action of three hours and an

half, had just struck her colours. I received orders to go on
board. The yawl over the stern having a shot through her, they
were getting ready the other boats, and on Avhich every body
(Ang. all hands) were employed. At this juncture, the Warrea

Hastings bore up, which we perceived when too late; as the jib-

stay and halliards were shot away, we got on board the fore-tack,

but the frigate had not time to fall off, and we fell on board broad-

side to broadside. Indignation was, at first, at its highest pitch ;

the captain of the frigate ordered her to be boarded ; one De

Gagues, a quarter-master, jumped on boar.l the first; I followed

him; the English appeared armed ; they were n pulsed. +

u We all looked after the captain. I found him the first, and

struck him \vith a dagger. I was at that time surrounded by my
people, who all wished to punish him as he deserved. I therefore

* Vide XAVAL CHRONICLE, Vol. XVI. page 171? and I"!.

f Amongst those that presented themselves .o repulse u, there was a

midshipman, who threw himself down on tlie gun-deck of the Wurren

Hastings, after having struck me with a cuth^s, but luckily with tL.

part; they all swore at St. Helena that I wouuded him,

iRil.XX. e c
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ask, who saved him, if it was not I ? I ordered him to be

on board the frigate, where the captain, being irritated, shewed

great displeasure, and Captain Larkins experienced the same re-

ception, arising from the same sentiments, from everyone; but

afterwards, when all- were cool, they regarded him as a sufferer,

and all was forgot. The captain of the frigate lodged him in hit

own cabin, and in five days he was cured of his wound.

"
Behold, Mr. Larkins, notwithstanding your affidavit, and

those of your officers, how things have come to puss, and how you
have represented them ! If, contrary t0 the laws of war and

honour, you had not run foul of the frigate, and when your
colours werte struck, if your men had not demonstrated an inteo.

tion to fight, the Warren Hastings would not have been-tafesii a-

second time, and I should not have wounded you !*

*' You fell on board us purposely, and thus I prove it, for

when I boarded the Warren Hastings your helm was hard up, and

we were to leeward, your rudder, tiller, and tiller ropes were ift

good order, and I shifted the helm myself; your intention there,

fore was to run foul of us. Mr. Touissant, one of yoiiE cxfficers,

has said in the presence of the officers of the frigate, and of your
ewn officers, ihat in the moment of being boarded, he encouraged

the people to recommence the action ; and I ask you, sir, who

gave him the authority ? Still farther, your officers, when at the

Grand River on the Isle of France, have had the imprudence, to

assert, that the Warren Hastings ran on board us, to dismast

us ; your officers and boatswain said the same when on board th

Warren Hastings, and that i^was your interest to do it. Exclu-

sive of your having run us on board, what damage had we sus-

tained by your fire, so sharply and so well kept up by your own
account ? The Warren Hastings was nearly dismasted, and ia a

bad condition ; the Piedmontaise had only the jib-stay and the

jib-halliards, Jtwo fore-shrouds, and a part of the fore-top-mast

back-stays shot away ; and abaft,, the damages were a* insigni-

ficant. Allow, Sir Company's captain, that there is a great differ-

ence between a man of war and a merchantman.

" I have been seeking for reasons which could have induced you
to calumniate me in such an infamous manner. I have been able

to adduce no other than- such as are connected with the sentiment

* Mr. Vr'ood, who says he was wounded too, had only received a blow

with a handspike or a stick from a sailor, because he made a shew of nol

ck-ljvering his arms.

9
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of placing money above every thing. Yoxi had much private trade

on board the Warren Hastings ; by the capture of the ship you
would have been a great loser ; you therefore wanted a pecuniary

indemnification you have probably obtained if, by making your-
self an object of that compassion which every one has for unfor-

tunate courage. Yes, sir, yoo,r calumnies were a speculation you
have slandered me merely for money ;

for otherwise you would

have spoken out sooner, and particularly to General Deceau.

Your being a prisoner was a great claim for receiving judicial re-

dress : you did not complain because I was present, and could

have immediately proved the falsity of your accusation, and (hen

tke captain-general would not have had the goodness to allow you
to depart so soon. Do not pretend that a motive of generosity

prevented you from accusing me, for fear of its ruining me ; for

why did you do it afterwards ? Dare you to call yourself

generous ? You have accused me in the face of mankind as an

assassin, when you knew my reply could not be made till a

twelvemonth after your accusation. I tell you, Mr. Larkins1

,

with bitterness, that the whole of your conduct is well worthy
one who, under the shelter of the capstan, made his crew fight,

but could only himself find tears to deplore a reverse of fortune, at

a time when he ought to have displayed a different character.* It

is possible, sir, tliat you will add something more to yotir calum-

nies, which you may be assured I shall not answer. You hav.e

been paid without doubt let me alone.

ti As Captain Larkins has inserted his calumnies in all the

papers in India, and as the naval commandcr-in-chief in India has

inserted them in general orders, my friends have desired me to

prove the injustice of this proceeding. I have, with the greatest

reluctance, yielded to their desires, feeling that it did not suit me
to entertain the public about myself, not having done any thing

remarkable ;
and particularly as it appeared to be a measure which

the English might construe into a justification."

FROM T!H-: CALCUTTA TELEGRAPH.

To the Editor of tit c Telegraph.

SIR Having served with Captain Larkius, pf the Hon.

Company's ship \\arren Hastings, as third otlicer, during that

>
* Mr. Larkins always flattered iiiinselt' that we should be taken oil' the

I&le of France1

;
when lie found that we were at. anclxjr in tl:e grand t>on

f

he suid ta the commandant,
"

It is dune nou-; \v>, and well done" then he

Jbcgan Co ery like a fluid.
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ship's unfortunate voyage, and recollecting every circumstance that

occurred during and subsequent to the action with the Pjedmon-

taise, I request you will do me the favour to insert in your next

the undermentioned facts, in opposition to the vile and false asser-

tions of Charles Moreau, as extracted from the Isle of France

Gazette, in your paper of the 26th inst.

Captain Larkins' statement of facts has already -shewn to the

world the character of Moreau, and very justly and accurately has

Captain Larkins described that monster's conduct; I wish, for

the honour of the situation he is placed in, I could mention him

in softer language, but his atrocious conduct towards a defenceless

and gallant person, must, in my opinion, prove him actuated by
those principles which are inimical to humanity.

Moreau, in the first place, states he sought Captain Larkins :

lie and his followers could have had but a trifling search, as I

know Captain L. stood on the quarter-deck, from whence the

intoxicated gang drove him to his cabin, as stated by Captain L.

Moreau's system of saving a defenceless person is entirely new,
his poniard was not used on board the captured ship for the

purpose of saving ;
if his intoxicated followers had not possessed

more discretion than himself, more crimes would have been corn-

mitted.

Moreau says the. tiller and ropes were in good order

granted ; but the nail which confined the rope to the barrel of the

wheel had been, by some accident, drawn j
the wheel he may have;

shifted, but the helm remained useless.

As to running on board the frigate subsequent to the action,

Jio such thing, I can with confidence assert, was intended; this for

a time served Moreau as a cloak for his atrocious conduct to a

defenceless and (I can with safety to my own conscience as a

Christian declare him) an inoffensive man. 1 likewise declare, that

no one belonging to the Warren Hastings appeared with arms sub-

sequent to the colours of the ship being struck, consequently Mr.

Moreau had no one to subdue a second time, as he pretends.

Mr. Tonssaint never had the least idea of encouraging the men to

commence the action, as stated by Moreau ; and I declare, when

confined with him on board, and in the Grand River prison, nei-

ther he, nor any other of Captain Larkins' officers, uttered a

sellable in respect to any intention of running the ship down. The
boatswain has declared to Mr. Bristow, late gunner of the Warrch

Hastings, and to the whole of his fellow prisoners, that he never

spoke a single sentence to the purport stated in Moreau's false
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allegations ; and to add another contradiction to Moreau't

aspersions, no midshipman ever lifted a sabre near him ; and I

again declare that Mr. Bristow, midshipman, was poniarded

through the hand and arm while in the act of getting some clean,

linen from his trunk after the action, and this was done by
Moreau's orders; and Mr. Hood was likewise poniarded through

the arm ; the French surgeon who visited the prison dressed the

wound. I well recollect, that when Captain Larkins surrendered

the ship, that I end the other officers followed his example, by

taking off our side arms, neither did any one afterwards dispute

the possession of them. If Mr. Moreau will allow Mr. Dutart,

the master of the Piedmontaise, to explain to him the manner in

which the ships came in contact with each other, Mr. Moreau wi.l

find it docs very little credit to his abilities as a seaman ; it was in

Mr. Moreau's power to have prevented the accident, had he

attended to the frigate ; this Mr. Dutart has declared to me. Bi:t

the man who glories in a falsehood is naturally lost to all sense of

shame, and is pleased with his own atrocious conduct
; and even

when such conduct is detected, it may scarce cost him a single

blush : such a disposition do I consider Mr. C. Moreau to possess.

In Mr. Moreau's own words,
" he may see how things have

come to pass;" and I solemnly declare what I have stated above

to be just; and Mr. Bristow, who has arrived here in the Hol-

shin, from the Grand River Prison, Isle of France, and knows
the circumstances to be as above stated, will, with myself, at any

iirne, make affidavit to them.

Calcutta, 3\>t December, 1807. G. D

EXTRAORDINARY CONFLICT BETWEEN A TIGER AND AW
ALLIGATOR.

THE following account of the surprising manner in *which a

sailor was preserved from'apparently inevitable death, on the coast

of Africa, has been received in a letter from the captain of the

Davenport Guineaman :

" Some time after my arrival in the British factory, Cape

Coasta, on board the Davenport Guineaman, 1 was sent for by
the commodore, who was stationed in the Diana frigate to protect

the trade of the place before mentioned, and appointed by him to

comci-iiid a sloop, employed on the service of conveying slaves,

. gums, and other merchandise, from the company's factories,

situated several hundred miles up the river Congo, down to th
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principal depot at the Gape. The sloop carried six swivels, and
was manned with nine negroes, and two north country seamen,
named Johnson and Campbell, the former of whom was my mate.

After receiving orders relative to the duty in which I was em.

ployed, v/e proceeded 041 our voyage, and had navigated nearly

fifty leagues up the country, when one morning the breezes died

away suddenly, and we were compelled, by a strong current run.

ring against us, to drop anchor within a quarter of a mile of the

shore. In this situation the sloop remained for three days; during
which time the circumstances fell eut I am about to communicate

circumstances so improbable in themselves, so marvellous, as

almost to border on impossibility, but nevertheless declared by me,
as a spectator, to be a reality. To resume my narrative the

bosom of the deep appeared, as it does in these parts, while the

calm prevails, extremely tranquil, and the heat, which was into-

lerable, had made us so languid, that almost a general wish over-

came us, on the approach of the evening, to bathe in the -waters of

Congo ; however, myself and Johnson were deterred from it, from

the apprehension of sharks, many of which we had observed in tho

progress of our voyage, and those enormously large. At length

Campbell alone, who had been making too free with his liquor

case, was obstinately bent on going overboard, and, although we
used every means in our power to persuade him to the contrary,
dashed into the watery element. He had swum some distance

from the vessel, when we on the deck discovered an alligator

making towards him from behind a rock that stood a short dis-

tance from the shore. His escape I now considered impossible,

his destruction inevitable, and 1 applied to Johnson to know how
we should act, who, like myself, affirmed the impossibility to

vsave

him, and instantly seized a carbine to shoot the poor fellow, before

he fell into the jaws of the monster. I did not, however, consent

to this, but waited with horror the tragedy we anticipated -, yet

willing to do all in my power, I ordered the boat to be hoisted,

and we fired two shot at the approaching alligator, but without

effect, for they glided over his scaly covering like hail stom-s on a

tiled penthouse, and the progress of the creature was by no me'ans

impeded. The report of the piece, and the noise of the blacks iu

the sloop, made Campbell acquainted with his danger ; he saw the

creature making for him, and, with all the strength and skill he

was master of, made for the shore. Now the moment arrived, in

which a scene was exhibited, beyond the power of my humble pen

perfectly to describe. On approaching within a very short dis



CffMMT.ttCIAL HINTS, RECOLLECTIONS, ScC.

taTice of some canes and shrub/ ivhich covered the bank, wh'.K,-

closely pursued by the alligator, a fierce and ferocious tiger sprang

towards him, at the instant the jaws of hi- first enemy v ore-

extended to devour him. At this awful moment Campbell was

preserved. The eager tiger, by overleaping him, encountered the

gripe of the amphibious monster. A conflict ensued between

them
;
the water was covered with the blood of the tiger, whose

effort's to tear the scaly covering of the alligator were unavailing,

while the latter had also the advantage of keeping his adversary
under water, by which the victory was presently obtained, for the

tiger's death was now effected ; they both sank to the bottom, and

\ve saw no more of the alligator. Campbell was recovered, and

instautly conveyed on board. He spoke not while in the boat,,

though his danger had perfectly sobered him
; but the moment ha

leaped on the deck, fell upon his knees, and returned thanks to

that Providence who had so protected him
; and, what is more

singular, from that moment to the time I am writing, he has never

been seen the least intoxicated, nor has he been heard to utter a

single oath. If ever there was a perfectly reformed being in tha

universe, Campbell is the man."

ANECDOTE OF SIR ROGER CU11TIS.

HAVING received orders while in London to take command of

squadron at Portsmouth, the admiral travelled, for despatch,

vrithout servants, plainly dressed, in the mail coach. As it fre-

quently happens in this sort of conveyance, the passengers were

unknown to each other, and Sir Roger found hii-iself in company
with a young man, who proved, by his uniform, to be a mate of

one of the East Indiamen then lying at the Motherbank. When

they had proceeded within a few miles of Petersticld, the young
officer pulled out some bread and cheese from a bundle, and invited

his fellow-travellers to eat. During their repast he entertained

them with sea phrases, which induced the admiral jocosely to ask

him many simple questions relating to nautical tactics
; among

others, he demanded how sailors could see at night, and whether

they were not compelled to tie the ship to a post, or tree, until

morning ? The mate was not backward in bestowing a few hearty
d ns upon the ignorance and lubberly Jingo of the admiral, who

laughed heartily at the joke ; and he not only bore the rough ob-

servations of the sailor with good humour, but the contemptuous

grins of his fellow-passengers. On their arrival at Portsmouth,
the admiral shook hand* with (he mate, auul went ou board his
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ship. The same day Sir Roger came on shore in Ms broad gold-

laced hat and uniform : he was attended by several of his bargemen,
and while walking up Point-street, he met his late fellow-passenge^

the mate of the Indiaman. Before the latter could recover from

Iris surprize. Sir Roger accosted him with,
" What cheer, mess-

mate; you see I am not the lubber you took me for ;
but come,

as I breakfasted out of your locker this morning, you shall splice

the main-brace with me this evening ; then you may square your

yards, and run before the wind to the Motherbank." The mate,

with as toi hhment, apologized, as well as he was able, for the

liberty he had taken with the admiral, who soon released him from

his embarrassment, and advised him, over a bottle, never to be

decoyed in future by false colours, but to look sharply at the

mould and trim of every vessel he met, before he suffered her to

surprize him.

ADMIRAL BLAKE.

IT is well kaown, that immediately after the Restoration, one

act by which the base spirit of the new reign was displayed, was

to disinter several persons who had been honoured with a burial in

Henry the Seventh's chapel, and to treat their corpses, some witk

indignity, others with neglect. Among these was the renowned

Admiral Biake, whose body, which had received the highest

national honours, through the patriotic feelings which animated

the administration of Cromwell, was no longer thought worthy to

lie among kings, and the relatives of kings, and was deposited in

some obscure corner in St. Margaret's church-yard. Mr. Fox,
in the introduction to his posthumous historical volume, has

affixed a just note of infamy to the meanness of Monk, who could

see, without interference, this dishonourable treatment of the

remains of the man with whom he had successfully fought his

country's battles. It is scarcely necessary to observe, that the

English navy never produced a braver or abler commander than

Blake, who, says Lord Clarendon,
"

first brought ships to con-

temn castles on shore, and taught seamen to fight in fire as well as

as upon water;" and that his public spirit, integrity, and disin-

terestedness were equal to his valour. He was indeed, in all

respects, one of the noblest characters of the age. After the most

active services to the cause which, in the civil wars, conscience led

him to prefer, he consented, under a government which he re-

garded as an usurpation, to srrve his country against foreign

enemies, and made its name feared and respected on every coast
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-rioted by its flag ; and so liberally did lie share his purse with his

friends and sailors, that all his high posts and rich captures did not

add five hundred pounds to his patrimony. Amid the honours

justly paid to so many other heroes of the British navy, it is surely

discreditable to the nation that no memorial of one who may be

placed at the head of the list, is to be found, except in the pages
of history.

MELANCHOLY END OF A DRUNKARD.

THE following dreadful anecdote is related by a lady, who was

passenger on board the Buffalo man of war, on her passage from

.Xcw South Wales to England, in the year 1800 :

" It was Chri.itmns eve, and we were sitting round a good fire,

anticipating the pleasure of the ensuing day, for which great pre-

parations had been making for several days, when we heard a great

noise on the main-deck, which we soon learnt was occasioned by
.Mr. L. one of the midshipmen, who \vas excessively intoxicated.

Stripped to his trowsers, his face flushed with liquor, his counte-

nance (which, I must observe, was at the best of times one of the

worst I ever saw), dark and malignant, and his mouth foaming
with passion, he was uttering the most horrid oaths, and threaten-

ing to strike or destroy every person .near him. He refused

obedience to the orders that were given to confine him to his

rabin, which was under the half-deck, till menaced to be punished
at the gangvvny. He then went in, and the door was shut upon

him, but not fastened. In less than live minutes afterwards ha

appeared, stark naked, just under the main-chains on the gang-
v ay, having got out at the port in his cabin. He \vas discovered

standing on the gangway, by his calling out,
(i Make haste, mess-

mates, bear a hand, 1 am going to drown myself: bear a hand,

messmates, tell them I am going to drown myself." All hands

thronged to that side of the ship : he looked up and said,
u Call

my messmates, tell them I am going to drown myself: I wish well

to all the Buffalo's ship's company ;" and instantly plunged into>

the deep, before any means could be used to prevent him. The

ship was going at the rate of seven knots, directly before the wind,
a considerable sea was on, and night had just set in, it being

between nine and ten o'clock, so that he must have been o :t of all

reach before a boat could have been lowered. To describe the

horror and dismay it occasiom-J throughout the ship is impossible.

One moment we had all been witnesses to the dreadful state of

erjjrom OJal.XX. p u



202 tORTinsrONDLN'CE.

drunkenness he was in. and had heard his blasphemous oaths
;
an!

the next, whilst they were yet quivering on his lips, we .saw him

rush into the presence of his Maker,
" with all his imperfections

on his head."

HONOURABLE EXLRHONS OF LHa'TtXANT" PEAUSE.

AMONG the young officers who lately assembled at the Navy
Office, to pass their examination for lieutenants, Mr. William

Pearsc presented himself for that purpose. His certificates from

his late commanding officers attracted every one's attention ;
as it

appeared by them, that he had more than twenty times risked his

life to save that of a fellow-creature, by leaping overboard after

ihose who had fallen into the sea
1

in gales of wind, and when the

ship was going at a great rate; and that he had had the singular

good fortune by these means, of saving the lives of a dozen sea-

men. The crew of his majesty's ship Foudroyant had honourably

presented him with a handsome sword, on which his fortunate

exertions in preserving the lives of three of their shipmates are

expressively engraven. This gentleman's promotion was not only

ensured, but distinguished.*

CORRESPONDENCE.

PRESENT MANAGEMENT AND DISCIPLINE OF THE NAVY.

LETTER VIII.

SIR,

THE grand mechanism of naval discipline (if I may be allowed

the expression), consists in the various gradations which

take place, from the monarch who delegates his power to the

Admiralty, to the lowest ship-boy. These several gradations, by
action and re-action, connect the whole into a system, and, like the

wheels of a complicated machine, though all conduce to one com-
mon end, yet each wheel comes in contact with only one or t\vo

others; with those it acts directly, and only by their means with

the others. In like manner do the different gradations of rank in

the navy apply themselves. Each officer should support the rank

next below him, and pay due respect to that next above. This

* Vidf. NAVAL CHKONia.r, Vol. XIX, page 438.
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rule is in general well supported in our ships of war, and it has

amused, if not excited the ridicule of some landmen who have oh.

served its various st >ges in trilling instances. Thn 1

--,
a centinel

informs the q.iarter-nvistcr, that "it is twelve o'clock;" the

quarter-master the mate ;
the mate the lieutenant; the lieutenant

the captain ;
the captain the admiral

;
and then the order to ring

the bell, or, as it is usually, though absurdly, expressed, make it *o,

retime back through the same number of persons, before (he

important command can be given to, and executed by the cook's

mate. Nay, I understand that this ceremony extends as high as

majesty when embarked
;
and we have a good story among us

Mr. Kditor, that not a hundred years after the victory off Cam-

perdmvn, the captain commanding a yacht, in doing this duty,

said,
u Please your majesty, it is twelve o'clock ;" but fearing it

might be too presumptuous an assertion, even prefaced as it was,

humbly and fearfully added,
" but not unless your majesty

pleases." All 'hesc marked distinctions, however, are of use
; and,

as in the case o' the machine, if one of the wheels was to be taken

out, the working of the whole would be spoiled ;
and even should

the two AV heels, from between which one had been taken, be

brought together, and the machine again put in motion, the result

would be different and incorrect
;

s > would the whole system of

discipline on board a ship of war be injured, by the removal of any
one of the various intermediate degrees of rank und power. We
hear (hat Buonaparte has so many subordinate degrees of rank or

distinction, that the lowest officer has charge only of three men,
,tud out of these three his successor is to be chosen in case of a

>acancy, so that every man h.is the stimulus of promotion brought

very near him. In the same way we should .ha
-

.e as many petty
officers as possible, with a certain iharge upon each. Thus, the

captain of a gun may have a degree of command over his men at

all other times, as well as u lieu exercising or fighting, and be

ordered upon certain duties with them. In short, every nominal

distinction should be made as respectable as possible, and an object

for others to aim to tin- altainmcnt of. The more of those distinc r

tions there are, the more means exist of conferring rewards on the

meritorious, and in case of a fault in those that are distinguished

by small commands, a temporal} or to'al dismission from office,

offers a mode of punishment without having recourse to any cor.

poral iuiliction ;
a most desirable nsult to be drawn from au

improved system of discipline. Much was done towards the

"Uiiiumcnt of this desirable tnd, by the hie regulation for giving
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ratings to the captains of the forecastle, tops, kc. and I hold thai

service and the country much obliged to the person who was the

cause of the adoption of that excellent measure. Many of our

floating castles are indeed at present so well ordered and dis.

eiplined, that I think we want but little to attain to that truly

proud situation, when a ship of war will be a desirable object to

all the labouring part of our community; and when we consider

the excellent and ample provision both of meat and drink daily

provided ; the means there are by allotments to provide for a

family in absence ; the expectation of honour and prize-money,
and the consideration that, although sometimes great exertions are

required, yet that in general the labour is not at all equal to that

of all day-works, either of agriculture or manufacture ashore.

I can only attribute the distaste to the service which prevails, to

the long confinement on board, and that teiziug sort of labour

which exists in some few ships, and which I have censured in part

of my fourth letter.*

Our several gradations of rank are in general well preserved on

board a ship of war; but I am afraid that it has been latterly the

fashion for some officer?, of that truly usef.il and respectable rank

of lieutenant, to jar a little unnecessarily against the rank next

above them. I have observed a little, and heard more, of a sort

of ungracious and punctilious soreness, very (lift'erent from that

prompt and cheerful obedience becoming a good officer, and which

is fatal to the whole discipline of the ship. It is to be observed,

that those officers, or rather lieutenants, who are the most tena-

ciously captious with respect to what they fancy imperious from

above, are ever the most rigid in exacting a large portion of sub-

missive attention from those below them
;
but hov,- true is the ob-

servation, that he who has never learnt how to obey, can nsct r

know hois to command. So much depends upon the example of

the higher ranks in the service, that an oflicer who betrays a want

of alacrity, or evinces marks of ill temper in carrying on his duty,

may well be ranked amongst the most mischievous members of

society. I conclude, however, that this conduct must have place

only among those whose inferior merits do not allow them to look

forward with expectation of promotion ; and it is at least very cer-

tain, that it has kept many from receiving it : but I am bound to

add, that like all other bad cases in our truly admirable service,

the faulty are very few, the deserving very many.

* See Vol. XIX. page 334.
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I must not, however, in this place fail both to censure and lament

that it has been too much the custom of some captains of late, to

keep very much aloof from their officers ; and others have ceased

to keep that sort of respectably hospitable table, at which some qf

their officers were always to be found. I hold this to be a very

important omission ;
and ii. spite of the complaint of the high prices

of various articles of life, there are very few who have omitted this

good old custom, and I will add, this necessary duty, who can

oiler a tolerable excuse. I have often seen parties at the tables of

captains, who certainly could not plead poverty, without one of

the officers of the ship being present. This is to me a very melan-

choly sight ; and I feel pity as well as regret that the social

feelings of at?y officer should be at so low an ebb. But, to return

to our gradations of rank. There is one striking and sudden

change in these gradations, which is'from the lowest class of petty
officers who have received liberal education, and expect to attain

to the highest ranks, to the uneducated, who expect to attain at

most to a warruat. Here great care is to be taken, that the gen.
tleman does not in his language or manners sink down to the level

of the man of fewer advantages and inferior endowments ; but by
his example assist the other to prepare himself to be able to attain,

and respectably sustain such situations as he may look up to ;

they are indeed situations of vast importance, and merit every

possible attention and respect. Jt has always been to me a squire

of great satisfaction, to see (he many very respectable m n, who,
after a life of hard labour, have become boatswains, gunners, and

carpenters of ships of war. Those valuable classes form in some

degree a separate branch of the machinery of discipline and rank,
and as useful as are the added wheels and weight fo make a clock

strike. These officers very often possess a sort of plain matter of

fact manners, wherein openness and respect are so well blended,
that I have been very much pleased with it, and esteem it as highly
beneficial in such a service as ours. From tluir necessary inter,

course immediately with the seamen and artificers, they are of vast

utility in knowing tlu: characters about them, and should ulwa}S
have great attention paid them by the superior officers, to give

them the due weight with the people uuder them.

I remain, sir, yours, &c.

A. F. Y.
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that you occasionally insert in your valuable,

publication the fac-similcs of eminent naval officers, who
have well deserved the gratitude and admiration of their country,
I have great satisfaction in sending you that of the gallant and

ever-to-be-lamented Sir A. S. Douglas, for the authenticity of
zcfiich 1 can pledge myself, having been in constant habits of

corresponding with him upon the footing of a most intimate and

particular friend during his life-time. I am
Your most obedient servant,

Tork, 2d September, 1800, NAUTIC US.

We with pleasure comply with the request of NAUTICUS, in

giving a fac-siinilc of Sir A. S. Douglas's signature, and shall feel

obliged, if the writer of the letter can furnish or procure for u> a

biographical memoir of the public services, with a portrait, of his

lamented friend, in order that we may be gratified by having au

early opportunity of recording the same in our CHRONICLE. ED.

REMARKS ON THE PARLIAMENTARY DUTIES OF
NAVAL OFFICERS.

LETTER V.

sin,

EFORE I proceed on the subject of my three first letters to

you, I shall indulge myself with a Jew words respecting my
last. .When the author of a periodical work inserts opinions in

strong opposition to his own, in so fair a way as you have done

that letter, he merits the thanks and praise of thp public, for being
the vehicle of that useful discussion which must ever tend to the

attainment of truth; and from the individual correspondent as

much attention as possible, to confine himself to the limits of his

wishes respecting the mode of discussion. In the present instance-,

Mr. Editor, allow me to express myself obliged to you, not only;

7
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i honourably admitting my remark, so lias tilt;' to yonr o\vr

opinion, bul for your notes, in which you endeavour to set myself
and (lie public right, where you consider my remarks as erroneous.

Jn your first note I most cordial!}' agree with yon. I would

always, as much as possible, deprecate every sprcics of personal

attack
;
but as i'ar as the attack on th public measures of public

Characters is personal. ho\v can it in such a case as the present b\j

avoided ? Men paid and pensioned by the public aie not to be 5et

up above public censure ; and if it be right to praise and reward

meritorious services, it is surely b\>th just and necessary to expose
erroneous conduct, however unpleasant the task. Your work,
Air. Editor, is extended widely, not only through these kingdoms,
but wherever commerce extends, and your assertion might h.ive

gircn a general, though in my opinion a very erroneous idea, of

the national wishes I hold it as a duty to state the different sen-

timents which 1 had found prevalent in my walk of life, and in the

performance of this duty, it was not possible to avoid some mention

of the public conduct of a character so eminent as that under con-

sideration. Abstracted from public considerations, there are very
i'e\v men on whom I would more gladly confer a benefit, or bestow

satisfaction
; you may therefore be assured, that I felt not the

petty malevolence which generally induces to a personal attack,

but was solely actuated by a public feeling, on a question of great

national concern.

With respect to your second note, I have to remark, that I

never before had understood the wound there mentioned to have

been of such material consequence, and therefore am most fully

desirous to retract any part of my argument that could gather

weight from a mistake respecting it. With regard to the action

itself, I remember well that it was said at the time (and I have

never heard a contrary opinion since), that when it was taken ink)

consideration how long the British shjp had been in commission,

the very different state of the French, with the other attendant,

circumstances, that the bestowing honours had by no means the

effect of stimulating to great actions, but led to an expectation of

them on very common occasions. I most truly assure you, Mr.

Kditor, that I never heard a naval officer speak of that action bur

in this way. The letter you allude to in your third note, is ably

written, and the writer has availed himself as much as possible (if

the peculiar state the island was in; but I confess it has not sal N (led

me. Alter repeating my thanks for the very fair manner in which

you have published my dissent from your opinion, I return to >\



208 CORRESPONDENCE.

general subject, assuring you that I shall not unavoidably returflj.

to one that appears to bo personal.

The present recess of parliament will give our naval legislators

time to consider the topics which have been already offered to

their notice ; and I will now proceed to offer some other obser-

vations for their consideration. It may not have been difficult to

perceive, that in my opinion the sfate of the representation of the

commons of this empire is not the very best possible at this present

moment, and indeed I beliere, that except the chartered mono-

polists of all sorts, and the hungry and griping contractors, with

perhaps the peers who nominate the members for certain, and

perhaps almost all boroughs, it is become a general opinion that

matters are very bad ; but t':cre exists a great variety of opinions,

how a reform should take place, or whether it should take place at

all. When an indolent or penurious man sees his house out of

repair, he puts off what to him seems an evil day as long as he

can, and either does not see, or is wilfully blind <o the gradual
increase of decay, till he suffers the whole fabric to fall about his

ears. It appears a too common opinion, that we should continue

to witness our political decay, as the poor weak wretch above

mentioned does his house. Some selfish persons care little if the

present fabric can be propped up to last the little span of their

own selfish lives ;
and others, that sec clearly the defects, think it

better to labour under the pressure and inconveniences attending

them, than to run any risk of an alteration. This timid class does

not perhaps observe that corruption can never be at a stand
; that

if the exertions of honesty be not powerful enough to give it a

strong retrograde motion towards honour, it will be progressive in

a powerfully increasing series, till confusion in all its horrors

ensues. I would state the suavify of the British constitution to be

one of its peculiar, if not its most gloriously characteristic attri-

bute. It is calculated to maintain all the vigour of youth, by the

timely application of legislative interference, as the state of its cul-

tivation, its population, and relative situation with other nations,

may change in the lapse of time. Every session of parliament shew*

in some degree both the necessity and the benefit of such legislative

interference ;
but nothing in our situation has undergone a more

material or more striking change, than the state of society, and the

progress of knowledge, since the present prescribed mode of send-

ing members to the House of Commons was introduced. These

changes now render that prescribed mode a very bad or very

iuadequate one to answer the intended purpose; vrhat then mn>t
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be our situation, when we see the dreadful perversion of even

this very had, this inadequate mode of representation. Every year
we see acts of the legislature passed to meliorate the condition of

the subject in some comparatively trivial concern of an enclosed

common, a canal, or a new road; whilst this most important of all

concerns is most unaccountably delayed, merely, one should think,
on account of its importance.

I also observe a pretty numerous class who contrive to get rid

of any proposal for a reform of abuses, or for the destruction or

diminution of corruption, by saying that all such plans are Uiopian ;

that the mass of mankind is corrupt, and that all attempts to pro-
cure an honest government, or to form a virtuous people, arc

futile and visionary. But I trust, however, that the honest part of

the community, amongst whom I fully rely on my brother sailors

in Parliament, will not yield to such miserable argument, so un-

worthy of man, of mun endowed with ever improveable faculties

and the glorious gift of reason. The miser, whose soul is bent on

the acquirement of a plum, does not hesitate to labour hard for

an additional penny, because he sees the attainment of his main

object at an immeasurable distance. The science of Newton and

his great fellow labourers in discovery was the work of approxi-

mation, and seldom of absolute and perfect result
; and why then

should the honest patriot check his endeavours, because he fears

that they will not attain to the highest possible moral or political

advantage. Yet this term Utopian is frequently thrown out as an

argument to prevent the attempt at an honest and constitutional

reform. But I trust the next session of Parliament will produce
onv.; judicious beginning of the glorious work ; and I should

rejoice to see the naval phalanx either leading in such acause, or at

least firmly and ardently supporting its progress. The eyes of the

nation open rapidly to the necessity of some reform. The heavy

pressure of taxes makes us clear-bighted towards the obstinate and

ill-judged barriers which are uniformly thrown in the way of every

attempt to amend the grossest abuses, and the unaccountable per-

tinacity with which the adherence to sinecure places and pensions

are adhered to. We see with disgust the low chicanery by means

of which the public defaulter slips either from inquiry, or from,

punishment, where inquiry h;is (alien place. We hear that ..Mr.

D. or Mr. S. have purloined thousands from the public, but we do

not hear that they suffer, unless it is possible that they have an

internal nwr.itur. The British lion, thank God ! bas not deserted

/3?.t. T^rcn, c(c!, XX. r. E
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our armies or our fleets, but at home we have a lamb as our

emblem, which teaches us how to be shorn of our fleece without

bleating.

For the sake of liberty and old England, my gallant brother tars,"

do not sit on your benches in Parliament without one broadside in

so noble a cause. Wage noble war against corruption, and con-

sider infamy in all its branches as your direct foe. Prepare a nc~ja

tax, if necessary, for the purpose of purchasing the charters of our

venal boroughs, and it will be cheerfully paid. We see them

bought almost daily, for the sake of gaining a contract I am
afraid also, of getting a ship, or a, good cruise for the sake of

franking for a banking house, to increase or preserve the interest

of an old peer, or for the sake of getting a new one added to the

list of the peerage. How much more satisfactory will it be when

we see them bought for the good of the public. The black slave

trade has been happily abolished, after many years hard work,
and surely it will be well worth a patriot's most strenuous exertions

to restore all those of his fellow-creatures, who are now enthralled

in the base chains of corruption, to the dignity of freemen, and the

excellence of honesty and moral worth. I \vas in hopes, Mr.

Editor, that the resolution of the inhabitants of Westminster, to

Tiave at least one member constitutionally returned, would have

had a good effect as an example, but I fear not. How easily might

Mr. Pitt have effected, how easily could any patriotic ministry

effect, such a reform as would satisfy the British nation, would add

lustre to the crown of a then really free people, and give tenfold

additional vigour to all our operations. I fear such an expectation,

is, however, too Utopian.
I remain, Sir, yours, &c.

E. G. F.

ACCOUNT OF THE LATE MR. DALRYMPLE.

*IR. EDITOR,

/CONCEIVING that the following brief account of the late

^s: Mr. Dalrymple, who, for the last thirteen years of his life,

Jield th office of hjxlrographer to the Admiralty, might be accept-

able to many of your readers. I have copied it from the MOXTIM.Y

MAGAZINE for August, and transmitted it to you for insertion in

the NIVAI. CHRONICLE. Yours, &c.

C. D. L.
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< Alexander Dalrymple, Esq. by his abilities, and the incessant

labour of half a century, had acquired the well-earned reputation

of undisputed pre-eminence in tlu> important science of hydrogra-

phy. This gent! miri w.js born ou the 24th of July. 1737, at

Ncvv Hailes, near Edinburgh, the scat of his father, Sir James D.

Bart, of Hailes. His mother was Lady Christian, daughter of the

Earl of Hadington, and Alexander was the seventh son, out of

sixteen children, whom she brought her husband. lie received liij

education at the school of Mr. David Young, of Hadington ; but

as he left it before he was fourteen, and never was at the univer-

sity, his scholastic attainments were very limited. Sir James Dal-

rymplc died in 1750; and General St. Clair, who had married his

sister, through his in'imacy with Alderman Dakcr, then chairman

of the East India Company, procured his young ivative the'

appointment of a writer in the Company's service. In .November,

17.V2, he was placed on the Madras establishment; and about the

middle of the following month embarked at Gravesend, on board

the Suffolk Indiaman, commanded by Captain Wilson, for the

place of his destination. On his arrival at Madras, the badness of

the hand he wrote occasioned him to be placed at first under th

store-keeper, instead of being employed in the secretary's office,

the only school in which a general knowledge of the Company's
affairs can be acquired. He was, however, soon removed into the

latter, and from the instruction of Lord Pigot, to whose protec-

tion he was particularly recommended, he speedily learned to

write a very good and fluent hand. To this instruction the p*ib!ic

arc in some measure indebted for whatever excellence there is iit

the writing to the maps and charts which have been published by
Mr. Dalrymple. lie likewise obtained the patronage of Mr. Orme,
the celebrated historian, and Mr. Dupiv, the secretary, who, by
his application, procured him to be appointed his deputy. While

lie was in this ol'.ice, Mr. Dalrymple was assiduously engaged in

examining the old records, to qualify himself, by an acquaintance-

with them, to (ill the office of secretary, which he was in successioa

to expect. While thus employed, he foun ; that the commerce of

the eastern islands was an object of great consideration with the

Company, and he conceived an earnest desire to recover that im-

portant object for this country. A favourable opportunity olfcred

for an attempt to execute his design* Mr. Dairy ID pie was. induced

to propose to go into the Cuddalore schooner to tht eastward, oa
a vo\ age of general observation, and Governor Pigot acceded to

the ^Uuu He accordingly embarked ou. tb;e 22d oi April a 175%
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on board the Winchelsca, bound to China, and commanded by the

Hon. Thomas Howe : and from that able navigator Mr. Dalrymple
received his first nautical tuition. Haying joined the Cuddalore in

the Strait of Malacca, he quitted the Winchelsea, and went en

board the former vessel. As the Cuddalore went under the secret

orders of the governor, it was not thought proper to apply to the

council for such a cargo as was necessary in countries where there

was no regular communication, and where even provisions could

only be purchased by barter. A small cargo was therefore put on

board at the expence of the governor, who permitted the com-

mander, Captain Baker, to have one-fourth concern, assigning

whatever profits might accrue from the other three-fourths to Mr.

Dalrymple. In this voyage the Cuddalore visited Sooloo, one of

the Manilla islands, where Mr. Dalrymple concluded a treaty with

the Sultan Bandahara, and made a contract with the principal per-

sons for a cargo to be brought on the East India Company's

account, which the natives engaged to receive at 100 per cent,

profit, and to provide a cargo for China, which they engaged

should yield an equivalent profit there. After an absence of nearly

three years, Mr. Dalrymple returned to Madras. The Company's
administration having approved his proceedings, and resolved to

s;ndthe stipulated eargo, employed him in expediting its pro-

vision. It was at first intended that he should have proceeded in

the Royal George with part of the cargo ; an Indiaman was to have

followed with the remainder ; but the London Packet arriving

from England, Mr. Dalrymple, for various reasons, recommended

that she should be substituted for the Royal George. This advice

was followed; and on the 31st of May, 1762, he was appointed,

by commission, captain of the London. The unfortunate issue of

this voyage may be ascribed to this circumstance, that the India-

man which followed the London could not find her way to Sooloo,
and carried the remainder of the cargo to China, whence it was

first sent to Manilla, then in our possession, and from that place

to Sooloo, where it was indiscreetly delivered, before the former

account was settled. On his arrival at Sooioo, Mr. Dalrymple
found that the small pox had swept away many of the principal

inhabitants, and dispersed the rest, so that very ineffectual mea-

sures had been taken towards providing the intended cargo: and

to this disappointment the death of Bandahara soon after tho for-

mer visit of the English, contributed perhaps still more. These

accidents, however, though they frustrated the hopes of profit

built upon, this expedition, yet did not prevent Mr. Dalrymple
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from obtaining a grant for the Company, of the island of Balam.

baugan, of which ho took possession in January, 1763, on his

return to Madras. As it appeared both to him and his friends

that the success of the future intercourse with the eastern islands

would depend on the Court of Directors receiving full information

on the subject, Mr. Dalryraple resolved to proceed to England for

that purpose. Accordingly, in July, 1763, he sailed from Madras,
in order to proceed, by direction of the president and council, to

Sooloo and China, where he was to embark for Europe. On the

7th of September he arrived at Sooloo, and during his stay there,

obtained a grant for the Company of the north end of Borneo, and

south end of Palawan, with the intermediate islands. Having
visited Manilla and Balambangan, he continued his voyage to

China, and thence returned to England, where he arrived in July
1765. Notwithstanding the encouragement he had received from

the favourable sentiments expressed by the Company respecting

his plans, owing to a change in the administration of their affairs,

he received very little countenance from those persons whom he

found in office on his return. From this period, Mr. Dalrymple
was almost constantly engaged in collecting and arranging materials

for a full exposition of the importance of the eastern islands and

south seas, and was encouraged by the Court of Directors to pub.
lish various maps and charts. In 1769, the sum of 5,0001. was

given him by that court for his past services, being an equivalent

for the emoluments which he had relinquished in 1759, to proceed

on the voyage. After having encountered a variety of disappoint-

ments, the Company thought fit,
on his application in 1775, to

restore Mr. Dalrymple to his standing on the Madras establish,

ment, as a member of council, and he was also nominated to be

one of the committee of circuit. In the proceeding of the council

at Madras, no man, however violent in his animosity or opposition,

could ever impute to him any want of integrity, or for what he had

considered the Company's interest; ami he had the satisfaction to

find that his conduct obtained the distinguished approbation of the

Court of Directors. In April, 1779, Mr. Dalrymple was ap-

pointed to the post of hydrographer to the East India Company;
and in 1789, the Court of Directors granted him a pension of 5001.

per annum for life, in consideration of their refusal to allow his

claims to that rank which his standing in the Company's service

seemed to entitle him. Although it had been long in contempla-
tion to have an hydrographical office attached to the Admiralty,

this measure was not carried into ejlect till the year 1795, when a
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memorial, recommending it to his majesty in council, was presented

by the Lords Commissioners. The plan was graciously approved,
the Admiralty was empowered to appoint a proper person for the

hydrographer, and Earl Spencer was pleased to think of Mr. Dal-

rymple. Having previously obtained the consent of the Court of

Directors, he accepted this situation, which he continued to hold

till the 28th of May last, when he was dismissed from that office;

and his death, which took place on the 19th of the following

month, is attributed by his medical attendants to vexation, result-

ing from that event. He is said to have left behind him a paper,

explanatory of the circumstances which led to it
; but as these

have been the subject of parliamentary notice, we conceive that we

cannot close these particulars better than by the following expla-

nation, given in the House of Commons by Mr. Wdlesley Pole,

the secretary of the Admiralty. He said,
" that it was due to the

character of the Admiralty department, to state some particulars

connected with the dismissal of Mr. Dalrymple from his situation

of hydrographcr to that board. So far back as the month of No-
Tcmber last, an arrangement was ordered by the nobleman at the

head of the,Admiralty, to supply the commanding officers of his

majesty's ships wi!h charts of the different seas in every part of the

globe. Mr. Dalrymple was called upon to execute that arrange-

ment ; but he declared himself incompetent to its fulfilment, from

an ignorance of certain seas, and recommended that a committee

of sea officers should be convened for the purpose. Upon this,

an investigation took place into the system pursued in the hydro-

grapher's office, when it was found impossible to wade through the

confusion in which it was involved, in consequence of the infir-

mities of Mr. Dalrymple. It could scarcely be otherwise, from

the short time at which he attended. He never came until three

o'clock, and it was well known that the hydrographer's office was

closed at four. This state of things induced the board to insinuate,

In a manner the most grateful to his feelings, the propriety of Mr.

Dalrymple's retirement ; and he was requested to make his appli-

cation in the usual form, which it was their determination to sup-

port with their interest, and to procure for him a suitable allow-

ance. His answer was, that he disdained to make an application,

and he would not consent to be supercedcd.. The question con-

sequently resolved itself into this, whether the proposed arrange-

ments fur the naval service should proceed-, or Mr. DaJrymple be>

removed ? The fetter proposition was adopted, am? the necessary

communicaHoa wa* made to Mr. Dalrymple^ Yet, iu two d
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after, an order of council was made in his favour, unsolicited by
him, to provide with liberality for the retirement of a man, of

whom he would ever speak with respect, and of who.sc talents and

services he entertained the highest opinion."

CORRECT RELATION OF SHIPWRECKS.

No. XXIX.

Again the dismal prospect opens round,

The wreck, the shore, the dying, and the drown'd.

FALCONE*

ADDITIONAL PARTICULARS OF THE LOSS OF THE AGATHA,
OF LUBECK.

E following artless, but highly interesting narrative, was

drawn up by a common seaman, one of the crew of the un-

fortunate Agatha :

" On the 2d of April, at 2 P.M. sailed from Liebau, the wind

at E.N.E. and very fine weather, the loose ice lying about 1 li

miles from the shore, but we got through it without doing the

least damage to the vessel, at the rate of two miles an hour ;
then

we got into clear water about 3 P.M. with the wind at east-south-

east. Little wind, and fine weather on the 4th; at 2 P.M. got

sight of Oeland, bearing by the compass 10 deg. north-west, and

distance eight or nine miles ; at 4 P.M. got close in, and per-

ceived the ice lying about a mile from the shore. The wind was

then about west-south-wr

est, and the colonel came to me, and

asked me if it was not possible to come to an anchor under the

island? I told him., no; for the ice would drift off with wind,

and cut the cable
; so he asked the captain what was best to be

done, and he said he would stand to the leeward till eight

o'clock, and then come back to the island
;
but at eight he would

not tack. It then blew a gale of wind from the west, and a very

high sea
;

the vessel made much water, and the pumps were

choked with the ballast; by this time the water was partly over

the ballast, and the sailors would not bale but very little, by which

means the water gained very fast, and the wind was now at wet-

Dorlh-west. At twelve o'clock on the Gth, Mr. Pollen came to

me, and asked me what was best to be done ;
if the vessel was tit

to keep the sea or not ? I told him it was impossible for the ves-cl
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to live long, if the sailors did not make better use of their baling,

for there were already three feet water in the hold, and it still kept

gaining on its, so I told him it was best to bear away for some port
in Prussia, to save the vessel and lives. *

Yes,' says Mr. Pollen,
6 I think that is the best we can do.' He then went to the* cap-

tain, and told him he thought it was necessary that we should bear

away for some harbour. To which the captain readily complied,
and recommended Liebau. But Mr. Pollen objected to Liebau,
on account of Mr. Bening's coming away without a pass from

Prussia. So he greed to go to Memel
; for at Pillau there was too

little water, and he said he had never been at Memel in his life.

So he told Mr. Pollen, if he would take the ship into Memel, he

would give me charge of her as soon as we came to the bar. At
two in the morning of the 7th, got sight of land, about fifteen

miles to the leeward of Memel, and got close in on a lee shore,

through the captain's carelessness of running so far in the dark.

We hauled the ship to by the wind on the larboard tack : at four

got sight of Memel, which the captain taking to be Liebau, came

and asked me what place it was. I told him it was Memel, which

surprised him very much. I went down into the cabin, and told

Colonel Pollen I saw Memel ; he immediately came on deck full

of glee, and likewise Lord Royston, and all the other gentlemen.

Mr. Pollen said to the captain,
' Now will you give the mate the

charge of the vessel ?
' He told him,

(
Yes, he would.' At five

I took charge of the vessel, to carry her into Memel harbour ; at

six came to the bar, and the sea very high, two seamen at the

helm ; as soon as the captain saw the sea breaking on the bar, he

was afraid, and ran directly to the helm, and put it hard a-port,

and all my striving was in vain, against three of them ; I begged,

for God's sake, to put the helm the other way, and save our lives j

but all was in vain, for in ten minutes she was on the south sand ;

the third time she struck she was full of water, and a dreadful

sight soon presented itself to our view. The wind was then at

west-north-west, a gale of wind. There was a wooden house on.

deck ; Lady Pollen, Mrs. Barnes and her three children, and

likewise three gentlemen, a servant, a Prussian boy, and a servant,

girl, got into this small place to save themselves from the sea.

Colonel Pollen and I immediately began to clear the boat, and the

sailors would not assist us; lie soon got the small boat out, and

three sailors got into her, with the captain. Lord Royston would

have got into the same, but I stopped him, and the captain came

o,ut again; and as soon as they got away from the ship, she turned
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ever, and the three sailors were all drowned. Then we cleared

the large boat, but before we got her out she Mras washed away
from us by the sea. Then we could do nothing more than trust

to God to send us some assistance. About 9 P.M. cut the mast

to ease the vessel, but could not see the life-boat come out of the

harbour, which gave the gentlemen a bad heart
; for the sea was

very high, and breaking right over all our heads, and it was so

very cold, that it was impossible for any mam to hold himself fast.

Colonel Pollen asked me if the round-house, where the lady was,
would stand fast. I told him it would stand as long as the bottom

of the ship, and he said,
4 That is right, we must all hold as fast as

we can, for the boat will soon be here.' I then left them, and

went aft of the vessel. It was now about half past four, but still no

boat to be seen, which we all thought long of her coming, for our

situation was now dreadful to behold, and the vessel all under

water, except the round-house. Mr. Benney cried out very much,
but he was soon washed away, and after him, about ten o'clock,

Lord Royston, Colonel Pollen, Mr. Bailey, and Mr; Baker, one

sailor, and the lord's servant, were all washed away within three

seas of each other. I saw the two servants washed away, and I

got hold of them both, but was obliged to let them go overboard,

which grieved me very much. As for the lord and colonel, I

never saw them after I left holding fast by the round-house ; whea

J jumped from the mizen-rigging into the round-house, and Mrs.

Pollen immediately says,
'
Smith, where is my husband, is he

safe?' I told her,
*
Yes; he had got safe on shore in the ship's

boat,' which, I believe, gave them all good spirits, in hopes he

would soon be coming in the life-boat. 1 did not stop here ten

minutes, before I went out again, aad espied the life-boat coming ;

it was now eleven o'clock, and all this while a most dreadful sea

rolling over us. The captain and the two seamen Mere on the

bowsprit, and two dead sailors beside them. The boat came close

to the vessel, and, filled with water, went away. Now I thought
we surely must be lost. In half an hour's time she came back to

the ship again, and Captain Cope and his two sailors got into her.

I went into the round-house and took Mrs. Barnes out, in hopes
to get her into the boat ; but alas ! the sea was too strong for me,
for we were both washed away twice by the strength of the sea;

but I always recovered her again, by the help of God. As for

Bae, I was yet too weak to help myself, so I got her safe back to

the round-house, and went out myself, but was washed away

f3ato, effort, Ool. XX, s F



218 CORRECT XELAIION* OF

a third time, and the boat picked pie out of the water. So I

remember nothing more til! between four and five in the evening;,

when I found myself on shore at Memel. I asked the people if

the boat had gone off again, and they told me, the captain said

there was no more on board. What was his intent for that, I

cannot tell. The boat went off six times that afternoon, but

never could come to the ship, the wind and sea were so very high.

Now here they must pass a dreadful night, the sea rolling over

their heads, and the cold very severe, by which one Mr. Fock, of

Hamburgh, died ; about three the next morning the life.boat went

off twice, and came back ; the third time it got to the ship, and

brought back Mrs. Pollen, Mr. Halliday, Mr. Perrero, and the

servant of Mrs. Pollen. Now here were left on board Mrs.

Barnes and two children, and a little Prussian boy, who belonged
to Colonel Pollen ; Mrs. Barnes's servant girl, and her youngest

child, two months old, and Mrs. Pollen's man servant, assisting

the girl into the boat, were all washed overboard together: the

girl and child were brought on shore in. half an hour after, but

alas ! too late. Mrs. Barnes remained on board six hours longer

alone, and the people in the life-boat said they saw her and her

children washed overboard, which was a false report. I told the

commodore of the pilots she was csrtainly yet alive, on which

Captain Da^ison, an Englishman, jumped into the boat, and went

off and brought her safe on shore, with the two children and ths

Prussian boy."

MELANCHOLY LOSS OF A SCOTCH WHERRY.

ABOUT the latter end of Jury, a Avherry belonging to Mr. Mac-

donald, of Babranald, manned with four men, and which had some

cattle on board, sailed from North Uist, for the island of Hoisker,

which is the only island between the north of Scotland and

America in that direction, and is visited but twice in the year.

The day was very moderate, and the wind fair, when the vessel

failed ; but when within two leagues of Heisker, the wind became

contrary, and very tempestuous ; the consequence was, that the

ressel foundered on a ridge of rocks, winch jutted out from the

main island. Three of the hands perished, as did all the cattle,

except one cow, which, together with the fourth man, suet

in scrambling up to the top of this rocky island. In This d:

situation, the man and his brute companion remained three days,

Without any prospect of relic/, Ou the fourth, th cow dropped



HISTORICAL VIEW OF ANCIENT COMMERCE. 217

dead : in the interim, to preserve existence as long aa

possible, the man opened a vein in the cow, and frequently sucked

her blood
;

this source failing at her death, he cut out the tongue
of the dead animal, and, iiiinung it down very small, he supported
J/is- existence till the fifth day, on which, to his great joy, he spied
an open fishing boat in the Channel, and hoisted, with all the

sfiTngth that was left him, his shirt as a signal of distress ; the

boat came, and rescued him from his perilous situation.

HISTORICAL VIEW OF ANCIENT COMMERCE.
lROUGH the channel of ancient history we are supplied
with a knowledge of the stupendous grandeur to which many

countries, insignificant in their natural resources, were elevated by
the menus of commerce. The Phoenicians, to whom the first com-

mercial adventurers of any consequence are generally attributed,
were inhabitants of a territory which, from smallness of extent

and barrenness of soil would of itself have been insufficient to afford

the necessaries of life to half the number of that populous nation,

including those strangers whom commercial enterprise had attracted

to the ports and the capital of Tyre. Still, however, we have the

most authentic documents of the wealth and power which were

possessed by that "
queen among the nations;" for, exclusive of

the testimony of profane history, it will be recollected, that some

of the most expressive and sublime passages in the Holy Scriptures

consist of prophetic denunciations of the extravagant insolence,

fraud, and impiety, by which the inflated Tyriaos abused the ad-

vantages of commercial prosperity. These prophecies were amply
fulfilled, and Tyre fell a, victim to the self-sufficient temerity with,

which she attempted to resist (he arms of Alexander the Great.

This celebrated monarch, whose military career was distinguished

by such a series of extensive and brilliant victories, as to procure
him the title of Conqueror of the World, indulged, in his intervals

from the tumults of the field, views of sagacious policy, the effects

of which would doubtless have dignified a longer life, and would,
for once at least, have gratified the moralist with the spectacle of

a votary of warlike ambition atoning in a degree for the devasta-

tion of conquest. It was this useful though transient spark,
kindled by the enterprizing genius of the Macedonian hero, ta

whirh the existence of the city called by his name is to be attri-

buted. To Alexandria did its founder endeavour to transfer the

commercial wealth and importance of Tyre ; the design was wor-
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thy the greatness of his mind; no spot could be more happily cho-

sen for its execution ; and, during a very considerable period, the

flourishing state of the Egyptian capital justified the penetration,

and illustrated the memory of a prince, who perhaps, -when future

historians shall do their duty, will be pronounced to have placed
on that basis the more solid fabric of his posthumous fame.

Carthage, which was at first a colony from Tyre, soon rivalled,

and in time greatly surpassed, the parent country, in riches and

in power. A considerably greater extent of territory assisted the

views and the progress of the Carthagenian state, whose grandeur
would no doubt have exhibited muoh more stability, but for the

mischievous wantonness inspired by excessive wealth. That popu-
lation which had been the engine of commercial industry, and those

fleets which had conveyed to the ports of Carthage the produce and

riches of the world, were then employed for the purpose of idle

ambition, and in the hazardous enterprize of war.

The time, during which the Carthagenians and the Romans dis,

puted the empire of the globe, forms a great and important aera in

ancient history, and an anxious interest is still excited by the

bella Punica, as narrated by the copious elegance of Livy, and

investigated by the profound yet lively talents of Montesquieu.
But so meretricious are the advantages of wealth, and so little

dependence is to be placed on mercenary armies, that the Car-

thagenian power and opulence were found incapable of the per,

severing energies of the contest, when opposed to the characteristic

Talour and military discipline of the Romans, influenced by the

peculiar nature of their political institutions : it was in vain there-

fore that Hannibal spread his victorious arms over Italy, and

threatened to approach the walls of Rome ; the matured and;

inflexible character of the Romans, as a people, seemed to pro.

nounce the moral impossibility of permanent conquest on the part

of Carthage, and the previous victories which had been procured

by the extensive military capacity of its truly great and illustrious

general, were destined to immortalize the prudence of Fabius, and

the ardour of Scipio, and to serve merely as brilliant preludes to

the catastrophe of that downfall which has been superficially and

falsely attributed to the luxurious indulgence of Capua.
The commerce of Egypt has been glanced at in a short digression

on the founding of the city of Alexandria, but forms a topic of

great extent, both in the period antecedent to its connection with

Rome, and during that in which it flourished; in subjection to ths

jpro.tceUng policy o/ the Roman powey.
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The reign of the Ptolemies formed a conspicuous rnd shining

part in the independent history of Egypt ; its commerce then gre\r

to an amazing size and vigour, and though the duties levied by the

government on the merchants were extremely moderate, the annual

amount of the customs at Alexandria is stated by creditable histo-

rians to have been nearly three millions sterling. Advantages like

these could not escape the avidity of Roman conquest, and the

Egyptians, after defending themselves and their possessions for a

Jong time against their ambitious invaders, were compelled to fur-

nish another trophy of the military genius and all-conquering per-

severance of Rome.

In the fertility and commerce of Egypt, Rome found almost

inexhaustible resources for necessity and luxury : the revenue

annually drawn by the Romans from this important acquisition, is

stated to have amounted to upwards of twenty-eight millions ster-

ling. This conquest was preserved with the vigilance which its

value demanded, and long after the military character of the con-

querors began to decline, was the corn of Egypt distributed among
the idle populace of Rome. When the Roman empire, however,

approached the last stage of its debility, Egypt experienced the

fate which had been inflicted on Tyre and on Carthage ; the

vigorous but destructive enthusiasm with which the Saracens pur-

sued their warlike career, humbled, perhaps for ever, the glories of

Egypt, and left monuments of melancholy devastation, which c'xist

at the present day.
The fall of the Roman empire terminates this rapid sketch of

the principal features of ancient commerce, and brings us, after a

lamentable interval of barbarism, superstition, and ignorance, to

the history of the times in which we discover those embryo seeds

of commercial genius whose successful expansion ha? produced

juch wonderful influence on the circumstances and characters of

modern Europe.

PLATE CCLXVI.
MR. EDITOR,

ENCLOSED I send yon a sketch of II .Ti solan;!, which, in

point of situation, is so singular, and at present so extremely

important, that it may not be altogether an uninteresting subject

for you : while making a trip to the Elbe, in the summer of 1802,

accident brought us so near the island, as to enable me to take the

YJew enclosed^ which is an exact representation of that side of it
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which is opposed to the ocean
;

the island, at the time I

passing, bearing due east, and about half a mile distant. 1'he

cliff's are awfully perpendicular, from one end to the other, and

appeared to be composed of a red-coloured chalk-stone, inter-

sected with narrow horizontal seams, of a yellowish white, and so

compact, that I could not but fancy it an immense fortification of

brick work.

The building to the right of the church spire is the Light-house,

which stands upon the highest point of the island; its southern

extremity in this point of view appears shattered and broken,

leaving one part a perfect pillar, nearly the whole height of the

cliff: the northern extremity terminates with a sandy shoal, run-

ning some little distance into the sea, on which, by way of relieving

the subject, I have wrecked a vessel, and the packet in the fore-

ground is bearing down to her assistance.

I am, yours, &c.

January 18, 1808. W. S. H.

Should this specimen of my performances please, I may perhaps
travel on to Cuxhaven for you. Indeed I could send you another

sketch of this island, from the south, if you should not think it

" ne quid minis."*

PHILOSOPHICAL PAPER.

REMARKS ON THE AURORA BOREALIS.

By Francis Little.

THE phenomenon called the Aurora Borealis, so far as I knovry

has never been satisfactorily accounted for. It seems to be

the general opinion, so far as I have been able to discover, that

electricity is the cause thereof; but to that hypothesis there are

insuperable objections.

Were the streamers, as that phenomenon is commonly called,

produced by electricity, they would be most common during the

hottest weather in the summer months, the atmosphere at that

season abounding most with the electric fluid. However, the

reverse of this is the fact
;
streamers are only seen in autumn, win-

ter, and spring, and generally in coldish weather.

* A very interesting historical and descriptive account of Heligoland, or

Huh" Island, is ivea in the IVth volume of the .NAVAL CHRQMCI.>

pge 377.
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Streamers do not seem to have any resemblance to the electric

fluid in any thing but their flashing light, and that may be n>re

simply and rationally accounted for, by attributing it to the re-

flection of light from the water or ice in the northern seas.

When they appear, as they frequently do, without motion, we

may suppose the sea, in those northern regions, whence the light

is reflected, perfectly cairn ; or it may be bound up in ice. Some-

thing to illustrate this may be seen by placing a basin and water

"within a window, in such a manner as the sun may shine upon the

water, without its being agitated by the air or any other thing :

in this case a luminous spot will appear in some part of the ceiling,

or on some object within the room.

When they assume that fantastic appearance -\vhich vulgar

apprehension often likens to hostile armies mixed in the heat of

battle, and thence pretends to foretel the fate of nations, it is

probable that the light is reflected from a troubled sea, or perhaps
from ice broken into innumerable flukes by a p.irtial thaw, ai.J

agitated by the wind or tide. If it be reflected from the ice

always, as one flake is impelled upon another, it will recoil or

shrink back a little, and this will cause the rapid intermixture and

sudden starting of the streams from place to place. If the light bu

reflected from the water of the sea only, without ice, it will have

nearly the same effect if agitated by the wind. By letting the air

play upon the basin and water, the luminous spot on the ceiling

will acquire a motion like that of the streamers, when th'.-y are

produced by light reflected from the agitated waters of the sea ;

and if a mirror be substituted for the basin and water, and occa-

sionally moved by the hand, an exact representation, though upon,

a small scale, will be seen of the streamers, when thtv are pro-
duccd by light reflected from agitated ilakes of ice. They will

appear fainter or brighter, in proportion to the light that falls

upon the water or ice whence it is reflected. When it is ve; y

cloudy or foggy weather in these northern regions, no streamers

will appear.

Upon stating the above hypothesis, I have, at various times and

by -different persons, been asked, why the streamers have only
appeared in modern times : some of these persons alleging, that

they first appeared at the time or the Revolution (in Britain);

others, that their first appearance was about the lime of tho

Rebellion, in the year 1746
; while others assigned no particular

aM-a lor the time of their first appearance ; but all agreeing that it

was but of late date. To this it may be auvvored, it is pox



2i4 XAVAL POETRY.

that the streamers may be of more ancient date than any of tn

times here mentioned, but only have not been particularly noticed '

or, what is more probable, the observations made upon them have

not been put on record till lately, and, consequently, such as

were made in very early times have not come to our knowledge.

The heart's remote recesses to explore,

And touch its springs, when Prose avail'd no more. FALCON JR.,

SONG.

THE DEATH OF BEN" BRACE.

(From
" The Cruise.")

'ONGST a frigate's gallant band,

Was BEN BRACE, a youthful tar;

See him at his quarters stand,

Eager now to urge the war.

BEN was of a manly figure,

Dauntless heart, yet form'd for lore;

Firm in friendship, constant ever,

Mild as e'er the turtle dove.

Yet in battle, ardent, daring,

Furious as the springing pard ;

Nought his innate courage scaring,

Fearless, seeking his reward.

'Tis his captain's smile gives pleasure;

'Tis to have his country's praise ;

But (and not his poorest treasure,)

What does high his spirits raise,

Is the thought of gentle ANNA,

Throbbing, shedding tears of joy ;

Drops more sweet than welcome manna ;

Bliss without the least alloy.

* 4
O, BEX ! have you 'scap'd the slaughter.

Am I in my husband's arms 1"

Then she shews their little daughter,

While to each his bosom warms.
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This the image which steals o'er him,

'Midst the horrors of the fight ;

Where clotted blood and brains before him

HarroAv up the aching sight.

Close alongside falls the fierce foe,

S wift to lash, flies daring BRACE !

Scarcely done when, ah ! his blood flows ?

Death's pale hue spreads o'er his face.

For the foe pours in a broadside,

Hiss a whkzling "bullet ilies,

Strikes poor BKJT, exhausts his life-tide,
u O ! my ANT N !" he moans and dies !

Yet, what cause for grief and sorrow ?

Neither will our spirits mend ;

Who'd not gladly of fate borrow

Leave to have BEN'S glorious end?

v>-,*^

THE ORPHAN LAD.

CAST
your eye upon the frindless wanderor,

Poor misfortune's child pity's spectacle.

His father fell near Gallia's iron shore,*

In view of the assembled tyrant's host.

See how he creeps along with shiv'ring limbs :

No food to satiate his panting stomach,
Nor comfortable hose his legs to warm ;

To drifting rains his little pate expos'd ;

Nor shoe, nor sandal, binds his tender feet,

A shield from rugged Oint, or ugly thorn.

Sayr little wanderer, where's thy friend A friend

To seethe the afflicted path of early life,

And teach thy young nntutor'd mind to soar

In sacred, noble, heavenly-saving truths;

The balmy odours of the sky ? Poor youth !

Thy best, thy only friend, is fled from earth,

Through war's insatiate rage and cruelty.

God be thy guide, my little wandering orphan ;

Keep thee, bless thee, shield thy precious head,

And grant thee heav'nly, glorious grace di?ine.

Portseu, May 18, 1S07. J. II.

* In the attack on the flotilla in Boulogne.

#2at. er^ron. CJoI.XX. G &
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BALLAD.

I.

TTT^IIE breeze was fresh, <he ship in stays,

-*- Each breaker hush'd, the shore a haze,

When Jack, no more on duty call'd,

His true love's tokens overhaul'd :

The broken gold, the braided hair,

The tender motto, writ so fair,

Upon his bacco-box he vie\vs,

Nancy the poet, Love the muse :

<c If you loves I, as I loves you,
No pair so happy as we two."

II.

The storm that
}
like a shapeless wreck,

Had strew'd with rigging all the deck,

That tars for sharks had given a feast,

And left the ship a hulk had ceas'd ;

When JACK, as with his messmates dear

He shar'd the grog, their hearts to sheer,

Took from his bacco-box a quid,

And spelt for comfort, on the lid,
*' If you loves I, as I loves you,
No pair so happy as we two."

III.

The battle that with horror grim,

Had madly ravag'd life and limb,

Had scuppers drench'd with human gore,
And widow'd many a wife was o'er ;

When Jack, to his companions dear

First paid the tribute of a tear,

Then, as his bacco-box he held,

Restor'd his comfort, as he spell'd,

^ If you loves I, as I loves you,
No pair so happy as we two."

IV.

The royage that had been long and hard,
But that had yielded full reward,

That brought each sailor to his friend,

Happy and rich was at au end ,
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"Wren Jack, his toils and perils o'er,

Beheld his NANCY on the shore,

He then the bacco-box display'd,

And cried, and sciz'd the willing maid,
" If you loves I, as I loves you,
What pair so happy as we two ?"

EXTRACTS FROM ADRIANO.

By the Author of the Village Curate.

I beheld

The loud tempestuous waters lifted up

Proudly terrific, and in foamy pomp
Roll'd thund'ring to the shore. I felt the cliff

Shake at their potent onset, while the blast

Lilted the hovel's roof, and his strong side,

Thongh ribb'd with oak before its fury lean'd.

I saw the fierce and fiery light'ning fall,

And burn along the clift', e'en at my feet

Expiring

' I saw the rushing show'r

Fall (m the milk-Avhite head of yon high cliiT,

And steam along the down and o'er the wood,
And ever as the stormy blast gretv strong,

And the keen light'ning shot, it seem'd to fall

In sheets of fire. Methought the batter'd earth,

Rock'd to and fro, as with a palsy shook,

Prophetic of her end. And then I saw,
Scarce saw, upon the bounding waves below

(Sad sight, and such as til I'd my soul with grief

And terror inexpressible) a ship,

Full of brave sailors, in extreme distress,

To-s'd on the rocks. Through all the storm I heard,

Or thought 1 heard, the lamentable cries

Of
fifty

souls in the full bloom of life,

Dogging relief in vain. I saw a wave

Sweep half into the flood. The living half,

Frantic with terror, ran from deck to deck

With lii'ted, hands and looks imploring mercy.
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Some plung'd into the waves ; and one I saw*

Clasp a distracted female in his arms,

And shield her with a father's love. In vain I

A larger wave came tumbling o'er the deck,

And swept it clear. The parent's hold was lost 3

In the wet shrouds I saw his drowning child

A moment hang, then drop into the waves.

Some yet remain' d high on the rolling mast,,

In dreadful expectation rock'd ; but soon

The welt'ring ship was buried, her high mast

Fell to the water, and no soul was left.

Soon as the storm subsided, I came down,
And saw upon the beach the scatter'd wreck

Of what was once a boat. And, as I stood

Jn fix'd amaze surveying the wild surge,

I saw the roaring deep cast up the corpse

Of one yet warm with life. E'en at my feet

The falling water left him, mangled much
And much distorted; yet he seem'd a youth
Of no mean birtlu

BALLAD.

I.

iEN BACKSTAY lov'd the gentle ANNA,
Constant as purity was she,

Her honey words, like succ'ring manna,
Cheer'd him each voyage he made to sca

One fatal morning saw them parting,

While each the other's sorrow dried,

They, by the tear that then was starting,

Vow'd to be constant till they died.

II,

At distance from his ANNA'S beauty,
While howling winds the sky deform,

BEN sighs, and well performs his duty,
And braves for love the frightful storm*

Alas ! in vain ^-the vessel batter'd,

On a rock splitting, opcn'd wide,

While lacerated, torn,, and shatter'd,

BEN thought of ANNA, sigh'd, and died.
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III.

The semblance of each charming feature,

That BEX had worn around his neck,

Where art stood substitute for nature,

A tar, his friend, sav'd from the wreck.

In fervent hope while ANNA, burning,
Blush'd as she wish'd to be a bride,

The portrait came, joy turn'd to mourning,
She saw, grew pale, sunk dowu, and died.

NAVAL HISTORY OF THE PRESENT YEAR, 1808.

(August September, )

RETROSPECTIVE AND MISCELLANEOUS.

t^THHE account of the victories in Portugal, obtained by Sir Arthur

Wellesley on the 17th and 21st of August, were received by people
of all ranks with the most generous enthusiasm; but the dissatisfaction

which afterwards pervaded the public mind, on the appearance of the

Extraordinary (iazette, relating to the evacuation of Portugal and the

surrender of the Russian fleet is indescribable. A defeat, unless it had
been marked by cowardice, could not have produced so vexatious, so

mortifying a sensation. It is said that, at the time of signing the dis-

graceful convention, by which we have given away advantages with the

pen, more than tantamount to those which we had gained by the sword,
the British army consisted of 32,000 men, while that of the French,

beaten, and in an enemy's country, amounted to only 15,000!

That the evacuation of Portugal is an object of importance, must not

be denied; but that a proudly victorious army should suffer a routed

enemy to depart, with their arms in their hands, with 800 horses, with

all their artillery, with 60 rounds of ammunition, with all their baggage,
with all their private property, of which they had plundered the

wretched people whose country they had been ravaging ; and that they
should even furnish the means of conveying these marauders to their

own country to the very spot \\liich of all others they would wish to

reach in order that they might again be immediately employed against
ourselves or our allies, is indeed passing strange. It appears as though
we had been granting a boon to Buonaparte, of the most invaluable

description.

Nor does the acceptance of the Russian fleet, as a mere temporary

deposit, to be restored unconditionally, at the period of peace, seem less

astonishing. That all its officers and seamen should be conveyed to

their own shores, giving them, au immediate opportunity of acting
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againt our own gallant ally, the King of Sweden, is an act unprecedented
in history.

This is, at present, a delicate subject to speak npon ; but it must be

admitted, that au official letter to government, more palpably deficient

in information lhan that of Sir Hew Dalrymplc, the British comrnander-

in-chief, never appeared. He talks of the badness of the weather, of the

open and dangerous beach, of the surf upon the shore, of the difficulty of

holding a conummicatitm letrreen the arun/ and the ric/ual/ers ; and at

length fairly acknowledges, that he " landed in Portugal, entirely unac-

quainted with /he actual state of the French army, and many circumstances

<;f a. local and bidden al nature, which doubtless had great zccight in deciding

the question.''

The terms of the armistice, or provisional convention, on which the

definitive one was founded, and which, by some, is charged entirely upon
Sir Arthur Wellesley, appear even more infamous and more disgraceful

than those which were ultimately agreed upon. According to those,

the Russian fleet would have totally escaped ; as, had it not been for

the objection of Sir Charles Cotton, who seems entitled to some credit

for his conduct, the following article, which a plea of idiocy could

scarcely excuse, would have been carried into effect :

" The neutrality of the port of Lisbon shall be recognized for the

Russian fleet that is to say, that when the English army or fleet shall

be in possession of the city and port, the said Russians/foe* shall no', be.

disturber! during its sfat/, nor stopped ifhen it icts.'irs io.taif, nor pursued vhen

it shall sail, until after the time,fixed by the maritime ?aw."

As an exculpation of Sir ArfJmr Wellesley, from the ignominy of

assenting to the terms of the armistice, the following extraordinary

statement has been published in most of the newspapers :

' We are assured, from an authority that commands our fullest cre-

dit, that though Sir Arthur Wellesley signed the armistice concluded

with General Kellerman, he signed it merely by order of thecommander-

in-chief, without approving or having any share in negotiating it. Sir

Arthur's plan for immediately following up the successes of the nth and

21st, not having been adopted, the enemy were enabled to take a strong

position, with the fortress of Elvas, &c. in their rear. Thus they were

in a situation in which they could have held out-some months, and Sir

Arthur concurred with the other generals in thinking a capitulation or

convention of some sort necessary. The armistice, as it stands, was.,

we are informed, drawn up by General Kellermanu, and accepted almost

without alteration. Sir A. Wellesley signed it by order, to give it the

sanction required by the French general i but he signed it, protesting

against it, and still more against the conduct that had rendered it

necessary.''

After the above, as it would afford us much pleasure to find that till

the parties in this transaction had the means of exonerating themselves

from blame, we must also give place to. the succeeding apology for the
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convention, which is evidently an effusion from a common friend of those

British oflicers whose names are affixed thereto :

" The public seem much disappointed that lh:; terras of capitulation

granted Junot and his forces have been so disadvantageous to our

interests, and perhaps justly, were it not that there might have been

some secret motives, and very strong ones: supposing, for ins: auce, Junot

had possession of a strong post, and it was doubtful if he might not

have defended it for a fortnight, three weeks, or a month, or perhaps

much longer, was it no object to gain that time in the situation that

Spain is, with reinforcements pouring down from all quarters of France,

to strengthen the enemy in Biscay and Navarre, and to have a dis-

posable force so large as that which would otherwise be employed in

Portugal, to throw into the assistance of the Spaniards in that quarter.

Were they able by our assistance to drive the enemy beyond the passes
of the Pyrenncs, before he has time to collect his forces, would not that

be a greater object in the ultimate success of the war, and does it not

materially add to the probability of doing this, by assisting them with

this force three weeks or a month sooner than we could have done, had

we not accepted of the terms so complained of, as granted to Junot?"

These reasons, it is said, have been urged to ministers, but have failed

of producing the desired effect. Indeed, so far as we have yet th

means of judging, we much doubt whether our military commanders will

be able to justify their conduct to the satisfaction of government, or of

the public. Orders are believed to have been sent out for the recall of

Sir Hew Dalrymple, and the country is loud in its demands for a full and

impartial investigation of the subject.

Amongst the Portuguese, the convention is understood to have
excited even a more abhorrent dissatisfaction lhan it has in this country.

Two gentlemen, from the provisional government of Portugal, reached

London on the 24th of September, having left Oporto on the lllh.

Together with other despatches, they were charged with a solemn pro-
test against the leading terms of the convention. They are nlso said to

have iaid some very serious complaints before our government, through
the medium of the Portuguese ambassador, respecting the conduct oj

the British military commanders, as well previously as subsequently to

Ihe battle of Vimiera. These we at present refrain from staling.

When these gentlemen sailed from Oporlo, it was reported that Junot
had not embarked for I-'rance, but had retired to a villa which he used

to occupy at a short distance from Lisbon, and where he intended to

reside until transports should be procured lor the removal of his troop*.

Lisbon was perfectly tranquil, and the communication with the country

being open, our troops were regularly supplied with provision* anil

necessaries of every kind.

According to several private letters, however, an insurrection had

taken place at Lisbon, iu which some hundreds of the French troop* L^J

been put to death.



132 NATAL HISTORY Of THE PRESENT YEAR, 180&

A statement of much more importance, if true, is, that Sir Charted

Cotton had positively refused to furnish transports for the embarkation

of the French, and that he had ordered an embargo on all vessels in the

Tagus, except fishing-boats. The value of the property, of which the

French had robbed the churches, and which they had packed up fot

embarkation, is estimated at five millions sterling.

In consequence of the late convention, by which the whole of Por-

tugal was to be evacuated by the French, an order of council was issued

by our government, on the 2Ist of September, for the immediate resti-

tution of all such portuguese Property as had been detained by British

cruisers, &c.

The Spaniards continue to be victorious. Two documents have"

appeared in the Moniteur, one of which consists of comments on passages

in an English newspaper ; and another, more recently, which is styled,
" Narrative of Events in Spain ;" both of which clearly prove, that the

French system of perverting truth, and suppressing all possible intelli-

gence that did not suit the purposes of their tryrant, was never so much

at a loss what to say. The latter memoir actually concludes by inform-

ing Europe, that Joseph, finding his new kingdom much too hot for him,

had assembled his troops, to place them, and himself, in a cooler climate

than that of New Castile.

According to the last accounts from Spain, the Spanish armies were

rapidly concentrating themselves, for the purpose of driving the French

from the strong positions which they occupy behind the Ebro. General

Blake had reached Reynosa, and was going to occupy Biscay and

Guiptiscoa, assisted by the Asturian army. General Cuesta was march-

ing to support his right. General Castanos had left Madrid with his

cavalry, and was going to Burgos ; his infantry were advancing to

Sorreia. General Llamas was marching to join General Palafox. The

French, under Moncey, had attempted to surprize General Palafox at

Tudela, but he effected his retreat to Saragossa, upon which the French

changed their route, and directed their march towards General Blake.

Sir Samuel Hood, as v/ill be seen by our " Letters on Service}' has

acquired fresh laurels by an attack upon the Russian fleet in the Baltic.*

The enemy, after losing one of their line-of-baltle ships, took shelter

in Port Baltic; where, when the last accounts came away, they were

closely blockaded. They had fortified both sides of the harbour, but

appeared in great contusion, having struck their yards and top-masts,
and moored so close to the shore, that it was thought a strong north-

west wind would strand them. According to report, the Russian admiral

bad proposed to dismantle his fleet, till a peace should take place ; an
offer which was rejected by the British commander.

It is Lord Coll'mgwood's intention, when he leaves Cadiz, to resume
the command of the squadron off Toulon, and to take all the line-of-

* A portrait and ample memoir of this gallant officer will be found in the

XVIItli volume of the NAVAL CnnoMCLt, pi-.^e 1.
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battle ships with him into the Mediterranean : three frigates only to be

left off the former port. The despatches sent to his lordship in the

Pickle were not lost, though they went down in her : the admiral found

out a Makes:- diver, who after three da\s exertion found them. The
IT, 80, Rear.-admiral Sir K. Strachan : Eagle, .7-i, Captain Ron ley ;

Formidable, 98, Captain Fayerman ; Standard, 04, Captain T. Harvey ;

(besides the Repulse, Queen, and Windsor Castle}, and the Lavinia

fnatc, are coming home.

Buonaparte's anti-commercial decrees have undergone some relax-

ation ; and the following goods are now permitted to he exported from
Holland -. butter, geese. Geneva, earthen-ware, rushes, flower roots,

files and pans, hoops, dried hides, cambrics, leather, plants, paper, pipes,
Sach. Saturni, ground bark, bricks, starch, tobacco, tarras, flax, fruit*;

clover, garden and flower sends, madders, &c.

We understand that government purpose to pay off immediately nine-

teen or twenty sail of tiie line, and to transfer the crews to smaller

vessels of war, which are to be sent to the Bailie and other quarters,
where they are most wanted. It is no longer deemed necessary lo keep

up large fleets, since the enemy is no where in suiticient force to meet
them.

Captains Austen, Charles Adam, Lord George Stuart, Oswald, and

Baker, of the uavy, whose ships were lying in Momlego Bay, were

in the field of battle in the actions on the 17th and 21st ult. in Portugal.
It appears from the information of the officers lately taken by thn

French brig of war Sylphe, that all letters from the French prisoners of

war in this country to their relations and friends in trance, and which

are sent from England under the stamp of the Transport Board, arc

immediately burnt on their arrival in Fia;:-e. Such is Buonaparte's
kindness to his ln:/orrd subjects, that he will neither suffer any of them
to land in France, nor permit them to correspond with their relations.

An article from Bombay, of the 2-llh of February, states as follows:
"

It is said that the King of Persia has ceded Crnuis and Gombroom
to the French, and that a squadron which left this the other day, con-

sisting of the Albion, 74, two frigates, Royal George, Mornington, and

Ternate, are gone to intercept the French armament going to take

possession. We hear also of a French general, a;ul 30J parliznns of all

descriptions, being arrived at Teheran, in Persia, with a view of getting
on to India. We have, received accounts from Calcutta, ti.at Scran pure
was taken possession of, aad all the Danish ships in the river, altogether
a very large property.
The Plymouth paper contains the following melancholy account of a

recent boat-race :

" A boat-race for two silver cups, given by J. Templar, Esq. of :!,)-

ver, near Teignmouth, which were to be sailed for on Tuesday last,

induced the Rev. Mr. Buller, of Saltash, and ?.!r. Baker, of this town, to

become candidates for the first prize. Their live beautiful pleasure

Cf;ron. (Kal.XX- n H



234 NAVAL HISTORY OF THE PRESENT YEAR, 1803.

boats, from 10 to 1* tons burthen, accordingly started from this har-

bour. In Mr. Buller's boat was Mr. Josias Thompson, of this town ;

Mr. John Foster, of Saltash ; his apprentice ; and Mr. Buller
r
s boy.

Mr. Baker's boat followed. They had proceeded as lar as the Bolt

Head, when they were overtaken by a most tremendous squall, accom-

panied \vith heavy rain, which lasted near half an hour. At this time

Mr. Buller's boat was near two miles a-head, and from the thickness of

the storm could not be discerned; but on its subsiding, being slill

invisible, Mr. Baker concluded that she had borne av. ay for Salcombe,

as the wind continued to blow hard, with a prodigious swell. After

keeping the same course for half an hour, Mr. Baker determined to bear

away also, and on nearing the shore, saw something- like crab-pot marks,

but did not particularly regard them, until a skriek was heard to pro-
ceed from thence, when Mr_ Culler was seen with his head above water,

upported by a top-mast spar, which fortunately was in the boat when

she went :!own. Every exertion was now used in s;rving Mr. Bullcr,

who was almost gone, having been in that sil nation an hour and a hall*-

On being carefully drawn onboard, every means were used to renew that

life (twice apparently gone), which was at last effected. During Ibis-

time, Mr. Foster's apprentice, and Mr. Buller's boy, were perceived ;;t

a little distance,, holding by the- ends of an oar; and or- picking up the

latter, the other, quite exhausted, loosed his hold, and sunk to the

bottom. Every eye was now strained in looking out for Mr. Thompson
and Mr. Foster, but without success; and, after beating about for a- con-

siderable time, they regretfully left the melancholy, scene, and arrived

at ^alcombe. Mr. Buller, when recovered, said, that they had shipped

a sea ; and, that Mr. Foster was in- the little boat a-slcrn, casting off the

painler, when another sea filled her, and she went down by her stern

Mr. Buller recollects Mr. Thompson swimming upright, but a littletmder

water, for some time after she sunk; he ha- left a- widow with live

children, and a numerous circle of acquaintance to lament his loss. Mr.

Foster was unmarried, but a respectable and worthy character.

" We cannot conclude this melancholy narrative, without paying a

just and merited tribute of praise to Mr. Baker, and the party on board

his vessel, for their humane and unremittcd cxertio'ns ta save the lives

of others, at the risk of their own. The hand of Providence seems to

have peculiarly manifested itself on this occasion ; as Mr. Baker,.without

the k-ast knowledge of the course Mr. Buller's boat had taken, fortu-

uaiclv steered directly in the same track ; and thus rescued two valuable

lives from the inevitable death that awaited them.''

If examples were wanting to shew the glorious superiority of the navv of

Great Britain, the follow ins; face deserves conspicuous notice: The Uloire

frigate, Captain Otrthew, l;itrly cruising off the coast u: France, di-.covercd

two of the lariat class of French frigates, near Cape Bartleur. Notwith-

standing this immtfiise odds, Captuin C. with the Utmost intrepidity, resolved

on attacking diem-. In a few minutes the ship was clear fur action, every
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gun double shotted, and it was thought one broadside would so disable the

*f'rnmost ship, as to enable him to cut her off. The enemy, on perceiving

his intentions, immediately crowded all sail, ami, \\itli the assistance of a

strong in-shore current, effected their escape into Cherbourg, but not with-

out receiving a broadside from the Gloirc, as they filtered tlie month of the

harbour. What is still more convincing how much the enemy feel their own

inferiority, the Arnphitrite, a line new frigate, ready for sc a at Cherbourg,
never made the lerist movement to assist her magnanimous comrades, or

i veil to give them a tow into port.

It would be to withhold n justice from the Individual, and a pleasure from

he public, not to notice the character and the merits of Captain Campbell,

by whose hands the despatches from Sir Arthur Welle?ley were conveyed to

j'lvernment. lie is the brother of Captain Campbell, of the Unite, who has

so mucii distinguished himself in the Mediterranean: he is one of four bro-

thers, three of whom have already gloriously fallen in lighting the battles of

their country ; and, if there be peril in courage, resolution, and intrepidity,

that affronts every danger, we are only surprised that this Captain Campbell,
ihc aide-de-camp of Sir Arthur Welleslev, has survived them. lie has been

lout; in Sir Arthur's family, and attended him in the battles of Assye, and Ar-

pacem, and lately in Zealand, in all of which services he has eminently dis-

tinguished himself. lie had nearly got on board the Kangaroo on the 2 1st,

with the account of the action of the I 7th, when he heard the firing of the

engagement of the r

JIst, and he immediately returned and joined Sir Arthur

in time to witness the whole of that memorable battle. Captain Campbell is

only about thirty years of age, and has been many of them hi the army in

line, tc is an officer young in rank, but old in service.

Ectters on

Copied verbatimfrom the LO.\DO.\ GAZETTE.

DOWNING STIlEr.T, AUGUST 16, 1808.

A drspntfJt, of rchich the fallowing is a <<>.>>/, has this day been rrceircd bt/

the. Right Hon. Isonl Viscount Ci.stl* /<//<///, one. of Itis J/ N ul

'jefi-vluricz <>/' Stnlc. f/om Lieutenant-general Sir Ilex Dairt/nipU, K.B*
daitd Gibraltar, July ','4, 1808.

MY LOUD, Gibraltar, Jnl>i 24, 1803.

3KNC'LO>Ka report from Captain Whiuingham, containing t!u; rii tails

of a complete victory obtained on the 19th inst. by General I. astaiu^i,

over the French corps commanded by Generals Duponr and V\ edi-l ; and I

take the liberty of congratulating your lordship upon the glorious result ol

the day.
I have the honour also to state, that I have received a letter from General

C.'astanos by the same courier expressing tiie satisfaction he has received

from the services of Captain \Vlnttingham.

I have the honour to be, Ike.

.tc. IL \V. DALRYMPLE.
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si?., Head Quarters, Ahch/jar, July 21, 1308.

T had the honour to inform you, in my letter of the 17th .Inly, that in a
council of war held on that day at head quarters, it was resolved that the

division of the Marquis de Caupigny should join that of Major-general
Reding, and that the attack upon Baylen should be undertaken with the

united force of the two division.?, whilst the third division, and the reserve,
should occupy the attention of the enemy by a feigned attack upon Amiujar.

Major-general Reding entered Baylen on the morning of the 18th, at nine

o'clock : he met with little opposition. The enemy retreated towards la

Carolina. The major-general wrote to the commander-in-chief for orders,
either to advance against Andujar, or to pursue the column which was

retiring upon la Carolina. General Castunos ordered him to advance' upon
Andujar without delav.

On the 19th, at 2 o'clock in the morning, the general received information

of the retreat of the French from Andujar. Lieutenant-gen. Pena, wiih.

the reserve, was ordered to advance immediately towards Baylcn. The
French began their retreat at nine o'clock, P.M. 18th July. A letter from
General Reding informed the commander-in-chief that he intended com-

mencing his inarch from Eaylen towards Andujar ut three o'clock, A.M.
19th July. At two o'clock, P.M. the advanced guard of Genera! Pena's
division came up with the enemy. At this moment an express arrived from

Major-general Reding, to inform the lieutenant-general that he had been

engaged with the division of General Dnpont from three o'clock in the

morning till eleven
; that he had repulsed the French, and remained master

of the field of battle. The guns of the advanced guard o,f Lieutenant-

general Pena's division had scarcely begun to fire, when a flag of truce

arrived, to treat upon the terms of a capitulation. The discussion did not

last long.
General Dupont was told he must surrender at discretion.

Lieutenant-general Pena halted, and formed his division upon the

heights of Umbla, distant three miles from Bayicn; between four and five

o'clock General Casterick, aide-de-camp to Buonaparte, was sent by
General Dupont, with orders to treat with General Castanos in person.
At nine o'clock, P.M. Major-general Reding informed the lieutenant-

general, that during the tiuce he had beeu treacherously attacked by
General Wedel, who had just come from la Carolina with a reinforcement

of six thousand men
;
and that the battalion of Cordova had been surprised

and taken prisoners, together with two field pieces.
The negotiations lasted till the evening of the 2()th, and the glorious

result I have the honour to enclose, as also as exact an account of the killed

sind wounded, on both sides, .ijs
I have been able to collect in the hurry of

the moment.
The French themselves acknowledge the bravery and steadiness of thq

Spanish troops; their firmness, constancy, and perseverance, under the

greatest possible privations, are worthy the admiration of the world, par-

ticularly when it is remembered that half the army is composed ofnew raised

levies.

The Marquis Coupisrny is detached witR his division to take immediate

possession of the passes of Sierra Morena.
General Castanos deserves the highest praise for his well-conceived plan,

and for the cool determination with which he has carried it into execution,
in spite of the popular clamour tor an immediate attack on the position of

Andujar.
Whilst the negociations w>?re carried on, General Castanos received an

intercepted despatch from the Duke of Rovego to Dupont, ordering him tq

retreat immediately upon Madrid, as the army of Gallicia was rapidly

Advancing.
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Tin's determined the general to admit the capitulation of General
tfedel.

French Force.

Division of Depont 8,000 rank and file.

Division of Wedel (3,000

14.000

Spunish Force.

Reding 9,000

Cmipigny 5,000
Peniv 6

;
000

Junes 5,000

25,0000*
Nearly 3,000 of the French killed and wounded.
I'Yoin 1,000 to 1,200 of the Spaniards killed and wounded.

TEUMS OF CAPITULATION.

The division of General Diipont prisoners of war. The division of
General Wcdel to deliver up their arms till their arrival at Cadiz, where
they are to he embarked and sent to Rochefort.

There no longer exists a French force in Andalusia.

S. WHITTINGHAM,
13th Light Dragoons.

N.71. The divison of General Dupont is also to return to France by
R.x. he fort.

ny letters received from Lieutenant-colonel Doyle atCorunna, and from

Major Jloclie at Oviedo, of the 8th and 9th instant, addressed to Viscount

Casttereaph, one of his majesty's principal secretaries of state, it appears,
that various letters from respectable authorities at Madrid, and also public
ua/rttes had been received, both at C'orunna and Oviedo, stating;, that on
the 29th ultimo, in the evet'.iug, the French began the evacuation of Madrid.

Upon the 30th the evacuation continued ; and, upon the Slst, Joseph
Buonaparte, with the remainder of his troops, quitted the capital for

Stirovui. This measure was attributed to the French having received
the account of the surrender of General Oupont's army in Andalusia.

I In 1 French carried with them all the artillery and ammunition they
could lind means to convey, and spiked the cannon, and damaged the pow-
der they left behind ; thcv aUo plundered the palaces and the treasury;

they wore followed bv ti.e Spanish ministers who bad acted under the

French, and, in jieneral, bv all the French who were settled in business at

Madrid. Upon the l^t of July it was believed there was not a Frenchman

remaining in the capital.

ADMIR AI/IY-OHICr., AUGUST "27.

Vice-admiral Russell has transmitted to the Hon. William Wellesley
Pole, letters from rriptam Cochrane, of his majesty's ship Alexandria, and
Lieutenant Sir Gcon:e Mmr.it Keith, of the HefibrenW aun-vcs^el, stating

that, on the 9th and llth instant, two pun-boats, manned by detachments
i he Alexandria, Ltpsmnpiid sloop, and Redbreast, captured in the

rivers Jade and \Yeser, the Mosin, Danish prnalter, of one four-pounder,

* Of this totul one half pvasiuitry.



NAVAL DISTORT O? THE t-RESENT YEAR, 1808.

and eleven men
;

and a Dutch gun-boat, No. 206, carrying one long
eighteen-poBfider and two four-pounders, with a complement of twenty
roen, commanded by Lieutenant Henry Meyer, of the Dutch navy.
The captures were made without any loss on either side.

Copt/ fa letter from Rear-admiral the Hon. Sir Alexander Cochrane, K.R.
Commander-in-chief' of his Majesty's Ships and Vessels at the Leczcard

Islands, o the Hon. W. W. Pole, dated on board the Bclltisle, Carlisle

Hay, Barbadoes, the 3d of last mon'h.

SIR,
I enclose, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the

Admiralty, the copy of a letter from Captain Sanders, of his majesty's sloop
Bellette, acquainting me with the capture of a privateer schooner.

On the 18th of May, the Morne Fortunee also captured a letter of marque
schooner ; and TEclair, on the 20th June, captured a row-boat privateer,
trimed ia Franchise, armed with musketry, and having on board twenty-
three men. .

His majesty's sloops the Cherub and Nimrod have likewise captured fa

Vailiante, a French privateer schooner, of one s;un and twenty men
; and a

Spanish brig and schooner. I have the honour to be, &c.
ALEX. COCHRANE.

Hi's Majesty''s sloop Bellette, Barbadoes bearing N. W.
SIR. 70 miles, July 2, 1808.

I have the honour to inform you, that his majesty's sloop Bellette, under

my command, has captured, after a chase of twelve hours, the French

schooner privateer Jalouse, of four guns (twelve-pounders); her comple-
ment seventy five men.

1 am happy to announce this capture, as she sails remarkably fast, and

lias done much mischief to the trade. During this cruise she has taken the

Mary and the Lark, belonging to Halifax, and the General Green, of
Surinam.* I have the honour to be, &c.

GEORGE SANDERS,
The Hon. Sir A. Cochrane. K.B. Rear-

admiral of ike White, Commander-in-

chiej, 4'C. Barbadoes.

SEPTEMBER 3.

Copy of a If tier from Litulcnnnt Tracey, commanding his Majesty's Brig the

Linnet, to Rear-admiral Oiznay, at Portsmouth, and transmitted by the

latter to the Hon. W. W. Pole.

His Majesty's Brig Linnet, Spithead,

SIR, Augusi 31, 1808.

I have the honour to acquaint you, that I yesterday fell in with and cap-

tured, otF Cherbourg, the French lugger privateer Foudroyant, of St.

Maloes, last from La Hogue, commanded by Michael Pierre Gamier : her

complement twenty-five men, but had only fifteen on board. She is a new

vessel, and sails well, carrying tea s;x-pounders, six of which she threw

overboard during the chase. I am, &e.
J. TRACEY, Lieut, and Com,

W.A, Otway, Esq. Commanding Officer

4'C. Portsmouth.

* One of them retaken,
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SrPTEMBtR 6.

of a letter from Vice-admiral Whitshed, Commandcr^in-chlef of fin

Maj'csttfx Ships and J'fxsels on the Coax' vf Ireland, to the lion. IV. If.

Pole, dated on board his Majesty's Ship Trent, Cork Harbour, Septem-
ber 1, 180.

sin,

I transmit herewith die copy of a letter which I this day received from

Captain I'pton, of his majesty's ship Sybillc, dated at scathe IGth ult.

stating the capture of the French brig corvette I'Espiegle, of sixteen guns r

and eighty-five men, which I request you will be pleased to lay before the

Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, and acquaint their lordships that

1'L'spiegle arrived yesterday evening.
I have the honour to be, &c.

J. II. WIirrSIIED.

SIR, 77w Majesty's Ship Sybil!e, at Sea, dugtmt 16, 1808.

I have the satisfaction of announcing to you the capture of the French

brig corvette 1'F.spiegle, of sixteen guns, and eighty-five men, commanded

by Monsieur Maujouan, capita-hie de fregate, six days from I/Orient, with

secret orders. La Diligentc,. ; ship corvette of I .". guns, ctlcetcd her escape
from the Sybille, by separating from the Espiele at the close of day.

I have the honour to be, &c.
Vice-admiral Whitshed, $ c. tiork. . UPTON.

Do\VNiNG-STRF.rT, SEPTEMBER 16, 1308.

A despatch, of which the following is ?. copy, was received yesterday
evening from Lieutenant-general- Sir llew Dalfympfe, commanding his mar

jesty's troops in Portugal, addressed to Lord Viscount Castlercagh, one of

his majesty's principal secretaries of state, and brought by Captain Dal-

rymplc, military secretary to Sir Hew Dalrymple.

MY I.OR9, Head-quart <rr., Cin/ra, Sci-t. H, 1G08.

I have the honour to inform yotir lordship th:U I landed in Portugal, and
took the command of the army on Monday the '21A of August, the next day
after the battle of Vimiera, and where the enemy sustained a signal do fear,

where the valour and discipline of British troops, and the talents of Britislt

officers were eminently displayed.
"A few hours after my arrival, General Kellermann came in with a flag of

truce from the French senernl-in-chicf, in order to propose an agreement
lor a cctsasion of hostilities, for the purpose of concluding a convention fur

the evacuation of Portugal by the French troop?. The enclosed contains the
several articles at first agreed upon and signed by Sir Arthur Wellesley and
General Kellermann; but as this was done with a reference to the British

fulmiral, who, when the agreement was communicated to him, objected to

the 7th article, which h^id for its object the disposal of the Russian fleet in

theTaguS, it was finally concluded that Lieutenant-colonel Murray, quarter-

maater-general to the British army, and General K< Hermann should proceed
to the discussion of the remaining articles, and finally to conclude a con-

vention for the evacuation of Portugal, subject to the ratification of the

l-'rench general-in-chief, and the Uritish commanders by sea and land.

After considerable discussion and repeated reference to me, which ren-

dered it necessary for me to avail myself of the limited period latterly prt
-

scribed for the suspension of hostilities, in order to move the army f
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and to place the several columns upon the routes by which they were to

advance, the convention was signed, and the ratification exchanged the 30th

of last month.
That no time might be lost in obtaining anchorage for the transports and

other shipping, which had for some days been exposed to great peril on this

dangerous coast, and to insure the communication between the army and
the victuallers, which was cut otF by the badness of the weather, and the

surf upon the shore, I sent orders to the Buffs and 42d regiments, which
were on board transports with Sir Charles Cotton's fleet, to land and take

possession of the forts on the Tagus, whenever the admiral thought it proper
to do so. This was accordingly carried into execution yesterday morning,
when the forts of Cascais, St. Julien, and JBugio were evacuated by the

French troops, and taken possession of by ours.

As I landed in Portugal entirely unacquainted with the actual state of the

French army, and many circumstances of a local and incidental nature,

which, doubtless, had great weight in deciding the question ; my own opi-
nion in favour of the expediency of expelling the French army from Portu-

gal, by means of the convention the late defeat had induced the French go-
neral-in- chief to solicit, instead of doing so by a continuation of hostilities,

was principally founded on the great importance of time, which the season

of the year rendered peculiarly valuable, and which the enemy could easily

have consumed in the protracted defence of the strong places they occupied,
had terms of convention been refused them.

When the suspension of arms was agreed upon, the array under the com-
mand of Sir John Moore had not arrived, and doubts were even entertained

whether so large a body of men could be landed on an open and a dangerous
beach, and that being effected, whether the supply of so large an army with

provisions from, the ships could be provided for, under all the disadvantages
to which the shipping were exposed. During the negotiation, the former

difficulty was overcome by the activity, zeal, and intelligence of Captain
Malcolm of the Donegal, and the officers and men under his orders, but the

possibility of the latter seems to have been at an end, nearly at the moment
when it was no longer necessary.

Captain Dalrvmple of the 18th dragoons, my military secretary, will have

the honour of delivering to your lordship this despatch. He is fully in-

formed of whatever has been dune under my orders, relative to the service

on which I have been employed, and can give any explanation thereupon
that may be required.

I have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) HEW DALRYMPLE,
Lieutenant-general.

Right Hon. Lcrc( f'lsrount Cas'lercagh, $c.

SUSPENSION d'Armes aretee entre Monsieur le Chevalier Arthur Welles-

ley, Lieutenant -genera/, e.t Chevalier dc I'Ordre du Haiti, d'unr part; et

Monsieur le General d<: ])irisirn Ke'dcrmunn, Grand Ojficicr de la Legion,

(THonneur, Cammandeur dc I'Ordre de la Couronnc de Fer, Grand Croix

de I'Ordre du Lion de Baviere., de Pautre part ; tout deux charges dc Pou-
scirs des G&neraux respecfifs des Amiees Fra/tcaix.i ct Anglaises,

Au Quarlier General dc rArmee Anglaixs,
leVldAbut, 1803.

Art. I. II y aura a dater de cc jour une suspension d'armes entre les ar-

snees de sa majeste Britannique, et de sa majestc Imperiale et Royale, Na-

poleou I. & 1'eifet de traiter d'une convention pour i'evacuation du Portugal

par 1'armee Francaise.
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Art. II. Los generaux-en-cbef <les deux arrases, ct Monsieur le comman-
da-.it-en-chef la flotte Britannique a I'cntree du Sany, pit ndrom jour pour se

rcunir dans tel point de la cote qu'ils jugeront convenuhle pour trailer et

conclure la dite convention.

Art. III. La riviere de Sirandre formera la ligne de demarcation etablie

entrt-s les deux arinees; Torres Vedras ne sera occupe ni par 1'une ni par
1'autre.

Art. IV. Monsieur le general en-chef de I'armee Anglaise s'obligera 4

comprendre les Portugais arinees dans cette suspension d'annes, et pour eux
la Jigne de demarcation sera etablie de I-eira a Thomar.

Art. V. II est conveuu provisionement que Famine Franpaise ne pourra
daus aucun cas etre considere comme prisouniere de guerre, que tons les

individus qui la composent seront tnuisportes en France avec armes et ba-

gages, leurs proprietes particulieres quelconques, dont il ne pourra leur fitre

rien distrait.

Art. VI. Tout particulier, soil Portugais, soit d'une nation allie<5 a la

France, soit Francais, ne pourra tre recherche pour sa conduite pohtique;
il sera protege, ses proprietes respectees, et il aura la liberte de se retirer

du Portugal dans un tenne lixe avec cc fju'il lui appartient.
Art. x'll. La neutralite du port de Lisbonne sera reconnue pour la flott*

Russe, c'est a dire, que lors .ii>e I'arnce ou la flotte .\nglaise seront en pos-
session de la villc et du port; la dite rlotte Russe ne pourra thrc ni inquifte*

pendant son sejour, ni arretee quand elle voudra sortir, ni poursuivie lors-

qu'elle sera sortie, qu' apres les delais tixes par les lois maritimes.

Art. VIII. Pout 1'artillene da calibre Francais, ainsi que les chevaux de
la cavalcrie seront transjiories en ! ranee.

Art. IX. Cette suspension d'armes ne pourra fitre rompue qu'on ne se

soit prevenu quarante huit heures d'avance.

Fait et arrete entre les generaux designes c'y dessus, au jour et.an c'y
dessus.

(Signee) ARTHUR ^VELLESLEY.
KELLERMANN,
le General-de-division.

ARTICLE ADDTTIOXEL. . 1

Les garrisons des places occupies par I'armee Francaise seront comprises
dans la presents convention, si eile n'ont point capitul^ avant le '25 du
cuuruut.

(Signee) ARTHUR WELLESLEY.
KELLERMA.NN,
le Gwneral-de-division.

(A true copy).
A. J. DAI.RYMPLE, captain, military secretary.

DEFINITIVE COXVENTION
FOR THE EVACUATION OF PORTUGAL BY THE FRENCH ARMY.

The generals commanding in chief the British and French armies in For-,

tugal, having determined to negotiate and conclude a treaty tor ,tie evacu-
ation ot" Portugal by the French troops, on the basis of the agreement !!-

tered into on the 'J'?d instant, for a suspension of hostilities, have appointed
the undermentioned omrer.s to negotiate the same in their :,ames, viz. On
the part of the general-m-chiel'o

1 the British army, Lieutenant-colonel Mur-

ray, quarter-master general, and on the part of thi general-in-< littf ot tie

Freucli army, MonMeur Kellermann, general-of-divisiuii, to win in :hey have

given authority to negotiate and conclude a convention to that effect, sub-

/3ab. eriJion.CloUXX. j j



ject to their ratification respectively, and to that of the admiral commanding
the British fleet at the entrance of the Tagus.

Those two officers, after exchanging their full powers, have agreed upon
the articles which follow :

Art. I. All the places and forts in the kingdom of Portugal, occupied by
the French troops shall be delivered up to the British array in the state in

which they are at the period of the signature of the present convention.

"Art. II. The French troops shall evacuate Portugal with their arms and

baggage; they shall not be considered as prisoners of war, and, on clieir ar-

nral in France, they shall be at liberty to serve.

Art. III. The English government shall furnish the means of conveyance
for the French army, which shall be disembarked in any of the ports of

France between Rochefoft and 1'Orient inclusively.
Art. IV. The French army shall carry with it all its artillery of French

calibre, with the horses belonging to it, and the tumbrils, supplied with sixty
rounds per gun. All other artillery, arms and ammunition, as also the mili-

tary and naval arsenals, shall be given up to the British army and navy, in

the state in which they may be at the period of the ratification of the con-

vention.

Art. V. The French army shall carry with it all its equipments^ and all

that is comprehended under the name of property of the army, that is to sav,

its military chest, and carriages attached to the field commissariat and field

hospitals, or shall be allowed to dispose of such part of the same on its ac-

count as the commander-in-chief may judge it unnecessary to embark. In
like manner, all individuals of the army shall be at liberty to dispose of
their private property of every description, with full security hereafter for

the purchasers.
Art. VI. The cavalry are to embark their horses, as also the generals and

other officers of all ranks. It is however fully understood that the means of

conveyance for horses at the disposal of the British commanders are very
limited; some additional conveyance may be procured in the port of Lisbon;
the number of horses to be embarked by the troops shall not exceed six hun-

dred, and the number embarked by the st.ifl' shall not exceed two hundred.
At all events, every facility will be given to the French army to dispose of

the horses belonging to it which cannot be embarked.

Art. VII. In order to facilitate the embarkation, it shall take place in.

three divisions, the last of which will be principally composed of the garri-
sons of the places, of the cavalry, the artillery, the sick, and the equipment
of the army. The first division shall embark within seven days of the date of

the ratification, or sooner, if possible.
Art. VIII. The garrison of Elvas, and its forts, and of Peniche and Pal-

mela will be embarked at Lisbon. That of Almaida at Oporto, or the nearest

harbour. They will be accompanied on their march by British commissaries

charged with providing for their subsistence and accommodation.
Art. IX. All the sick and wounded who cannot be embarked with the

troops are entrusted to the British army. They are to be taken care of whilst

they remain in this country, at the expence of the British government, un-

der the condition of the same being reimbursed by France when the final

evacuation is effected. The English government will provide for their return

to France, which shall take place by detachments of about one hundred and

fifty or two hundred men at a time. A sufficient number of French medical

officers shall be left behind to attend them.
Art. X. As soon as the vessels employed to carry the army to France shall

have disembarked it in the harbours specified, or in any other of the ports
of France to which stress of weather may force them, every facility shall be

given them to return to England without delay, and security against capture
until their .arrival in a friendly port.
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Art XT. The French army shall be concentrated in Lisbon, and within

distance ofabout two leagues from it. The English army will approach with-

in three leagues of the capital, and will be so placed as to leave about one

Jeanne between the two armies.

Art. XII. The forts of St. Julien, theBregio and Cascais shall be occupied

by the British troops on the ratification of the convention. Lisbon and its

citadel, together with the forts and baiteries as far as the Lazaretto or Trsu

furia on one side, and Fort St. Joseph on the other inclusively, shall be given

up on the embarkation of the second division, as shall tilio the harbour and
all armed vessels in it of every description, with their rigging, sails, stores,

and ammunition. The fortresses of EK us, .Mmaida, Peniche and Palmela

$hall be given up as ^,i,u us the British troops can arrive to occupy them. In

the mean time, the general-in-chief of the British army will give notice of

the present convention to the garrisons of those places, as also to the troops
before them, in order to put a atop to all farther hostilities.

Art. XIII. Commissioners shall be named on both sides, to regulate and
accelerate ilic execution of the arrangements agreed upon.

Art. XIV. Mould there nrisc doubts as to the meaning of any article, it

will be explained favourably to the Frpnch army.
Art. XV. From the date of the ratification of the present convention, all

arrears of contributions, requisitions, or claims whatever of the French go-
vernment again*! subjects of Portugal, or any other individuals residing in

this country, founded on the occupation of Portugal by the French troops
in the month of December, i807, which may not have been paid up, are

conceded, and all sequestrations laid upon ti.eir property, moveable orirn-

moveable me removed, and the tree disposal of the same is restored to tu

proper owners.

Art. XVI. ,!! fiibjccK of France, or of powers in friendship or alliance

with Fraiirr, !'r.,::<:;!i;v:;ed in Portugal, or
accidentally in this country, shall

be protected. Their property of every kind, nujxeable and itumoveablc, shall

\>c respected, and they slnll be at liberty eiilier to accompany the French

army, or to remain in Portiijial. la either cu->e their property is guaranteed
to them, with the hlx.-rty of retaining, oT- of disposing of it, and passing the

produce of the sal" tin roof into France, or any other country, where they

may fix their residence, the spacu of one year being allowed them for that

purpose.
It is fully understood, that shipping is excepted from this arrangement,

only, however, in so far as r>_grds leaving the port, and, that none of tha

stipulations shore-mentioned can be made tht pretext of any commercial

(peculation.
Art. XVII. No native of Portugal shad be rendered accountable fqr his

political conduct during the period of the occupation of this country by the
,

French army; and all those who have continued in tne exercise of then emt

ployments, or who have accepted situations under liie French government,
are placed under the protection of the Oritish conr.nandars, they shall sus-

tain no injury in their persons or property, it not having been at tUtir option
to be obedient or not tQ the French j;overmnent; they art also at liberty to

dvail themselves of the stipulations of the ICth article.

Art. XVIII. The Spanish* troops detaine I on board ship in the pj.

Lisbon, shall be given up to tl>.e c nmmander-m-chief of tiie : ritiMi army,
who engages to obtain of the Spaniards to restore such Frenc . -ir

either militury or civi|, as may have been detained in Siyuin wUnoui ln-ing

taken in b;ittle, or m consequence of military operations, but on ,IMV -a

of the occurrences of the Si9th of last May, mid the days immediately

fallowing.
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Art. XIX. There shall be an immediate exchange established for all

ranks of prisoners made in Portugal since the commencement of the present
hostilities.

Art. XX. Hostages ofthe rank of field-officers shall be mutually furnished

on the part of the British army and navy, and on that of the French army
for the reciprocal guarantee of the present convention. The officer of the

British shall be restored 011 the completion of the articles which concern the

army ; and the officer of the navy on the disembarkation of the Trench

trnops in their own country. The like is to take place on the part of the

Trench army.
Art XXI. It shall be allowed to the general-in-chief of the French army

to send an omcer to France with intelligence of the present convention. A
vessel will be furnij-hed by the British admiral to convey him to Bourdeaux
or Rochefort.

Art. XXU. The British admiral will be invited to accommodate his ex-

cellency the commander-in-chief, and the other principal officers of the

French army, on hoard viips of war.

Done and concluded at Lisbon this 30th day of August, 1808.

(Signed) GEORGE MURRAY,
Quarter-master-general.

KELLERMANN,
le General-de-division.

Nous Due d'Abrante*s, general-en-chef de Parmee Franpaise avons ramie

et nuifions la presente convention definitive dans tous ses articles, pour fetre

execute'e selon sa forme et teneur.

(dgnee) LE DUC D'ABRANTES.
Au Quartier General de Lisbonne,

leSGAout, 1808.

ADDITIONAL ARTICLES

TO THE CONVENTION OF fHE SOTH OF AUGUST, 1808.

Art. I. The individuals in the civil employment of the army made pri-

soners, either by the British troops,, of by the Portuguese in any part of Por-

tugal, will be restored, as is customary, without exchange.
Art. II The French army shall be subsisted from its own magazines up

to the day of embarkation. The garrisons up to the day of the evacuation of

the fortresses.

The remainder of the magazines shall be delivered over in the usual form,

to the British government, which charges itself with the subsistence of the

men and horses of the army, from the above mentioned periods till their

arrival in ! ranee, under the condition of their being reimbursed by the

French government for the excess of the expence beyond the estimation to

be made by both parties of the value of the magazines delivered up to the

British army.
The provisions on board the ships of war, in possession of the French ar-.

my, will be taken on account by the British government, in like manner
with the magazines in the fortresses.

Art. Ill The general commanding the British troops will take'the ne-

cessary measures for re-establishing the free circulation of the means of sub-

sistence between the country and the capital.
Done and concluded at Lisbon this 30th day of August, 1803.

(Signed) GEORGE MURRAY,
Quarter-master-seneral,

KELLERMANN,
le Ge"ne"rul-de-division,
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Nous Due d'Abrantc's gencVal-en-chef de I'arrndc Frnncaise avons nitifif

et ratitions les articles additionels a la convention ec cuntrc, pour ctre exe-

cutes suivant Icur tonne et tejieur,

LE DUG D'ABRANTES.
(A true copy).

A. J. DALRYMPLI , captain, military secretary.

AnMrn.v.i.TY-oi'FrcE, SEPTEMBER 16, 1808.

Captain Halsted, fust captain to the quadron tinder the command of Ad-

miral Sir
'

'hark-* i. 'utton, Hart Commander-in-chief .of his majesty's ships

ant; vis-^ls on die coast of Portugal, arrive.! yesuTday at this ottice, witli

despaUiies from rl:<- admiral to the Honourable William Wellcsley Pole, of

which the following arc copies:

SIR, Hibe.rnia, off the Tasus, Sept. 3, I80S.

Enclosed herewith, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the

Admiraltv, is a copy of a convention,* entered into by Lieutenant-colonel

Murray ad General Kdlcriii-inn, tor the evacuation of Portugal by the

frencli army; such convention having been ratified by Lieutenant-general
Sir Hew alrvmple, myse

1

,
and the- French commander-in-chief. British

troops, consisting of the 3d and 4^d regiments, were, on the 2d instant,

landed to occupy the forts of Cascais, Saint Antonio, Saint Julien, and the

Bui;io, mid no time shall be lost to embark the French troops, agreeably to.

the said convention.

Captain Halsted, first captain of this ship, and captain of the fleet, who
Is the bearer of despatches to their lordships respecting the Russian squa-

(jron in the Tagus, is in lull possession of my confidence, and will be able

to explain to their lordships the motives inducing me to ratify the conven-

tion in question, as well as ^ive any further information that may be thought

necessary,
I have the honour to be, &c.

Hon. W. W. Pole, 4r. C. COTTON.

SIR, Hilirrnia, off the TagitK, 4/A Sept. 1808.

Herewith I have the honour to enclose to you, for the information of the

Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, a copy of a convention entered into

by me \vitli Vice-admiral Seniavm, commanding the Russian fleet in die

Tagus, by which it will appear to their lordships that such fleet has been
surrendered to me, to be held by bis majesty as a deposit, until six months
after the conclusion of a peace between Russia and England.

I have charged Captain Halsted, first captain of the Hibernia, and cap-
tain of the fleet, with the delivery of this despatch to their lordships; lift

was sent by me to negotiate the convention \vitii Y ice-admiral Seniavin, and
will be able tp explain every particular.
To Captain Halsted I del :n . ally indebted for his able advice and assist-

ance upon all points of service; l:is /cal and diligence have been exemplary,
and entitle him to my highest commendation.

Rear-admiral Tyler has been directed to superintend the first division of
the Russian fleet, which I purpose ordering under his protection immediately
to Spithead ;

to him (since with me) I have been indebted for every a-vsist-

ance, and to the captains, officers and crews of those thips that have beey

employed throughout a tediously protracted blockade (by whom every ex-

ertion hts been made with a degree of cheerfulness doing them infinite ho.

A copy of the convention enclosed in the letter from Sir Hew Dal-
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nour). I feel extremely grateful, and deem it my duty to offer every possibl*

testimony of ray approbation in their i'r.vour.

I have the honour to be, &c.
Honourable JF. }V. Pole,, $c. C. COTTON.

ARTICLES ofa CONVENTION entered into betrreen Vice-admiral Senia-

xin, Knight of the Order of St. Alexander, and oilier Russian Orders, and
Admiral Sir Charles Cotter,, Hart,for the Surrender of {he Hussisn Fleet,
now anchored in the River Tagas.

Art. I. The ships of war of the Emperor of Russia now in the Tagus, as

specified in the annexed list, shall be delivered up to Admiral Sir Charles

Cotton immediately, with all their stores as they now are, to be sent to Eng-
land, and there held as a deposit by his Britannic majesty, to be restored to

his Imperial majesty, within six months after the conclusion of a peace be-

tween his Britannic majesty and his Imperial majesty the Emperor of all the

Russias.

Art. II. Vice-admiral Seniavin, with the officers, sailors, and marines un-

der his command, to return to Russia without any condition or stipulation

respecting their future services; to be conveyed there in men of war, or

proper vessels at the expence of his Britannic majesty.
Done and concluded on board the ship Twerday, in the Tagus, and on

board his Britannic majesty's ship Hibernia, off the mouth of that river,

the 3d day of September, 1808.

(Signed) DE SENIAVIN.
(Signed) CHARLES COTTON.

(Counter-signed) by command of the admiral,
L. SAMS, assesseur de college.

(Counter-signed) by command of the admiral,
JAMES KENNEDY, secretary.

List of the Ships referred to in theforegoing Convention.

Twerday, Vice-admiral Seniavin, Captain du ler rang Malayofii of 74

juris, and 736 men.

Skoroy, Captain du ler rang Schelling, of 60 guns, and 524 men.

Ste Helene, Captain dn 2nd rang Bitchenskoy, of ?! guns, and 598 men.
S. Cafael, Captain du 2nd rang Roshnotf, of 74 guns, and 610 men.

Itatviaau, Captain du 2nd rang Rtishchoff, ofb'b' guns, and 549 men.

Siluoy, Captain-lieutenant Malygruin, of 74 guns, and 604 men.

Motchnoy, Captain-lieutenant Uasvosoff, of 74 guns, and 629 men.

Rafael, Captain-lieutenant Bytchenskoy, of 80 guns, and 646 men.

Fregattc Kilduyn, Captain-lieutenant Douruoff, of 26 guns, and 222 men.

Yarowslavl, Captain du 2nd rang Milkutf, of 74 guns, and 567 men.

Total 5685 men.

(Signed) MALIVJEFF,
le Capitame de Pavilion.

SEPTEMBER 17.

Copy ofa letterfrom Vice-admit til Sir James Saumarez, K.B. Coinmander-in-

chuf of his Majesty's Ships and Vessels in the Baltic, to the Ho.i. IV. W.

Pule, dated onboard the Victory, ojf Gothland, the tftk ofAugust, 1808.

siu,

Herewith I enclose a letter I have received from Captain Mason, late

commanding his majesty's ship Daphne, stating the, capture of his Danish
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majesty's schooner Acutif, wliich you will please to lay before the Lords

Commissioners of the Admiralty. I am, &c.
J. SAUMAREZ.

His Majesty's Ship Daphne, off Hartskalls,

SIR, //* ..uitst, 1808.

I have tlie pleasure to inform you, that his majesty's ship under my com-
mand, this inorniiiLS captured the Anitif schooner belonging to his Danish

majesty, after a chase of six hours. She is commanded l>y K. Anderson, se-

cond-lieutenant in the Dani.ih ser. ice, and is pierced for twelve guns, but.

had only ei^lit mounted. IMII^ three-pounders, two of which she threw over-

board in the chase. She wa-> HUM; to die shore when we took her. he sailed

from Christuwsaod the 5th, in company with a small cnttrr of four "uns,
which we drove on hhore after taking possession of the schooner.

I have the honour to be, &c.
F. MASON, Captain.

Sir James Saumarez, Vice-admiral of I he Blue, cSr.

SEPTEMBER 20.

Copy of a letter from Vice-admiral Sir James Suiamires, K.R. Commands:

thief of itir. Majesty's Ships and Vessels in tlw Bit/tic, to the Hon. W. ff.

Pole, dated on board the Victory, off' Rogemwick, ilic 30iA of August,
1803.

sir,

You will please to inform the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty of

my arriving offUro yesterday evening, pursuant to my intentions, to effect

a junction with the Swedish fleet, which I iiad received an account from
Rear-udmmd Nauckhotf was blockaded by the Russian fleet, consis.ii.g of

thirteen sail of line-of-battle ships, besides frigates, it was not before this

morning that I was informed by the commander of the Swedish frigate

Champan, that the Rear-admiral NaockhofT, after beingjoined by Sir Samuel
Hood in the Centaur, and Implacable, had sailed from Oro road oa the

2oth, in pursuit of the Russian ficet; and, on the day following, had suc-

ceeded in capturing and destroying the Russia, i line of- battle ship Sewolod,

oft'Rogerswick, and in which port the remainder of the enemy's ships had
been compelled to shelter themselves. I immediately made sail for Rogers-
wick, where 1 arrived this afternoon, and had the satisfaction to find the

Swedish fleet, with the Centaur and Implacable, at anchor, watching the

Russian force in the harbour.

I enclose to you, for their lordships' information, the duplicate of a letter

wliich I have had the pleasure to receive from Rear-admiral Sir Samuel

Hood, detailing the account of his proceedings with his majesty's ships
under his 01 ders, and the squadron of his Swedish majesty, under Rear-
admiral IMauckhofF, and of the meritorious conduct of Captain Martin, of
the Implacable, in bringing the enemy's sternmost stiip to action, and which
struck her colours to tlie Implacable, but was afterwards rescued by the

approach of the enemy's whole force, which had obliged Sir Samuel Hood to

recall her. I also enclose the copy of a letter from Captain Martin to the

rear-admiral, in which he gives due credit to Lieutenant Baldwin, and Mr.
Moore, the master, and the other officers and men of the Implacable.
The Russian admiral having sent a frigate to take the disabled ship in

tow, she was again attacked by the Implacable, and the Centaur laying her
on board in the most gallant manner, and by the exertions of Captain
Webley and Lieutenant Lawless, and Mr. Strode, master of the Centaur,
her bowsprit was hushed to that ship, and there vras every prospect of her
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fceing got off; but she having unfortunately grounded, rendered it impossible,
and she was set on fire, after the prisoners and wounded men were taken
from her.

Too much praise cannot be bestowed on Rear-admiral Sir Samuel Hood,
for the gallantry he displayed with the two ships under his orders, in his

pursuit or' the enemy's fleet, when the bad sailing of the squadron of his

majesty's ally prevented their coining up with tliem, and bringing on a

general action. The brave and highly-meritorious exertions of Captain
.Martin and Captain Webley, with the officers and men under their orders,
entitle them to the highest commendation in my power to bestow, and
excited the amazement and admiration of the gallant Swedes who witnessed
their heroic bravery and perseverance.
The present position of the Russian fleet within the batteries at the

entrance of the harbour, leave but slender, hopes of their being attacked

with any probability of success. Admiral Nauckhoff has requested a body
of land forces to be sent from Finland, with a view of taking possession of
the island of East Kaga, which would effectually command the harbour; but
;is the enemy have been occupied ui placing it in the best state of defence,
it is very doubtful if a descent upon the island could be effected. I beg to

assure their lordships, that every endeavour will be practised with the force

under my orders, jointly with the Swedish squadron, that can tend to the

further defeat of the enemy.
I propose to detach a small squadron, under the orders of Captain Mar-

tin, towards Cronstadt ;
and I shall order the Africa to repair to her station

oft' the Malmo channel, calling oil" Carlscrona for the convoy appointed to

sail from that port for England. I am, sir, &c.
JAMES SAUMAREZ.

SIR, Centaur, off Rogcrsuick, August 27, 1808.

It is with pleasure I acquaint you the Russian squadron, under the com
maud of Vice-admiral IJamckoff, after being chased thirty-four hours by his

.Swedish majesty's squadron, under Rear-admiral Nauckhoff, accompanied

by this ship and the Implacable, under my orders, have been forced to

take shelter in the port of Rogtrswick, with the loss of one ship of 74 guns.
I shall have great salisfaction in detailing to you the services of the cap-

tains, officers, seamen, and marines, under my command ; and have also to

state, that in no instance have I seen more energy displayed than that by
his Swedish majesty's squadron, which although from the inferiority of their

sailing, were prevented from getting into action, Rear-admiral Nauckhoff,
and the captains under his command, from their perseverance and judicious

conduct, were enabkd to give confidence to his majesty's ships; and could

we have forced the enemy to a general action, the whole of their squadron
must have fallen to the superior bravery of the united force of our respective,

sovereigns, in so just and honourable a cause.

having

that

joined Rear-admiral Nauckhoff, were completed on the evening of the 24th.

Early the.next morning the whole force put to sea
;
scon after the Russian

fleet was discovered off Hango Udd, the wind at N.E. Not a moment was

lost in giving pursuit, and every sail pressed by his Swedish majesty's

squadron. From the superior sailing of the Centaur and Implacable, they
were soon in advance, that at th close of the evening t ue enemy were not

far off, and noticed in the greatest disorder, apparently to avoid a general
battle. In the morning of the '26th, about five o'clock, the Implacable was

euubled to bring the leewardmoit of the enemy's line-of- buttle ships to

1
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close action, in a most brave and gallant manner
; and so decided and

j'.ciicious was this manoeuvre executed, tlia't the Russian admiral, who bore

up with the whole of iiis force, could not prevent that marked superiority of

discipline and seamanship beiii eminently distinguished. Although the

enemy's ship fought wiih ti,e greatest bravery, she was silcnreci in about

twenty minutes: and only the near approach of the enemy's whole fleet

could have pre\cntcd her then falling, her colours and pendant being both

down
; but [ was oblige! to make the signal for the Implacable to dost;

me. Captain ?>Iartin's letter, stating the brave and ^ullaiit conduct of

Lieutenant Baldwin, his other officers and men, I send herewith; and in

V.ould be needless for me to add more to you on their meritorious conduct.

If words of mine could enhance the merit of this brave, worthy, and
excellent officer, Captain Martin, I could do it with the utmost heartfelt

gratification, and die hi^h esteem I have for him as an officer aud a friend,

uo language can sufficiently express.
The Russian admiral having sent a frigate to tow the disabled ship, again

hauled his wind, and the Implacable being ready t<> make sail, I iiumcdiuU.K'

L'tr.e chase, and soon obliged the frigate to cast oft' her tow, when the

Russian admiral was again under the necessity to support her, by several of

his line-of-battlc ships bearing down, and I had every prospect of this

bringinj; on a general action, to avoid which he availed himself of a favour-

able slajit of wind, and entered the port <>f Uoerswick.
The lir.c-of-batde ship cn^aned bvthe implacable having fallen to leeward,

grounded on a shoal just at the entrance of the port; ther$ being then
(some swell, I had a hope she must have been destroyed, but the wind

moderating towards the evening, she appeared to ride at her anchor, nn.i

exertions made to repair her damage. At .sunset, ilnding die swell abated,
and boats sent from the Russian fleet to tow her into port, I directed C;ij>-
tain \Vcbley to stand in and endeavour Io rut her oil'; t

! as was < xecutcd in

a manner that must ever reflect the highest honour on Captain \Veb!ev, the

officers and ship's company of the Centaur, for their valo.ir and p< TM v<.-ranee

in the support of my orders. The boats had m::dc a considerable progress,
:md thr t-nemy's ship was just entering the. pert, when we had the s!<;od

fortune to lay her on board ;
!iCr bowsprit f.it.in^ ilie Centaur's fore-r:

she swept aUni'j; with her b.m i:i".'.'.i]'j: ihe iiiut/.les of our guns which
tlie oidy signal for their discharge, and tt.e enemy' ? bows were drove in bv

t!:is rakinj; fire; when the bowsprit came to the imzea-rigging) I ordt:

'ashed; this was perfonned in a nit'-t suadv maniier bv the ex< ;

of Captain \Veblcv, Lieutenant I.av/iess, Mr. Strode the master, and other
brave men, under a very heavy tire from the enemy's imiskuti-v, by v. hieh, I

am sorry to add, Licuu-u; rely wouiulcvl. '1 iie thip b^-ii .

in six fathoms water, 1 had a h'-pc I shuiild have i/een aiile to h;:ve tc/.vcU

}icr out in tiiat po.sition, bu: an i let ^u t'rom her unknown
t> i;>, wii.ch mai'e it kupo&tble id ei!ci:t it ; at this period iimrii v;:l >:ir

%v;is displayed on luthside,, and sevn-ai nrtemprs made t--> boa.-d :

howsprit, but uothiitc; could ^iid determined tire of the

marines under Caut;.;

our stcr.*.-ch'.ibe cnr.5, that 11: k->s tln:i i, ilf oil (tout .-lie vvas oldi^ed to -Ui-

render. On t: .:i(i from (..' ,

Martin, v. J. his ship in n p isi:ion to heave thj Centaur oU, ai'ier

?hc and the pi:;
r

o i.ad crouiu'.fiJ. \s:,ici!i was fijrtmir-tfiy f:;f, cted at the
intuntnt two of the I -con mider tail stvudiitg towttrcfc

i>>. but rctreatcvi

The pri/e proved to be ttv . of74uvi!:s, Cai.-u:.; il-.-iAhic:]'; >ha
bud sc> iu;;ei; water in her, :md bems: !iK-t ' >.-r t:]!<ii)i: ou r the

;
n-

fci>ners and wounded . . . .

dol. XX. x K
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which service was completely efiectcd under tlie direction of Lieutenant

Biddulph, of this ship, by sexcn o'clock in the morning.
I cannot speak too highly of the brave and gallant conduct of Captain

tVebley, and every oir.ccr and man under his command ; and 1 beg leave to

recommend to you, for the notice of the Lords Commissioners of me
Admiralty, Lieutenant Lawless, for Ins exertions and gallant conduct, and
who has severely suffered on this occa-ion

;
and 1 also must beg leave t

recommend Lieutenant \A illiam Case, the senior officer of this ship.
Herewith you will receive a list of the killed and wounded on board lies

ship and the Implacable, and from every information that it was po-sible
to collect, that of the enemy's ship captured.

I have the honour to be, ccc.

SAMUEL HOOD.
Sir James Saumare:, Bart, and K.B. Vicc-

adniirtii oj i.'te Blue, 4'<-*-

'

P.S. I send herewith a list of the Swedish and Russian squadrons.

His Majesty's sltiu Implacable, off Packcrort Lig/it-hintse.

SIR,

'

Auyu.it '2(3, 1808.

The action this morning between the Implacable and the rear ship of the

Russian line, was so immediately under your own observation, that it

would be superfluous to trouble you with any statement upon that point;
but in transmitting a list of killed ahd wounded, I trust I may be allowed

the opportunity to express my thankfulness to the officers and ship's com-

pany of the Implacable, for their eager and active exertions to close with

the enemy, and the truly noble and splendid conduct which they displayed

during the engagement ; but it is my duty to acknowledge, in a more par-
ticular manner, the great assistance I derived from Mr. Baldwin, the first

lieutenant, and Mr. Moore, the master; and if the fact of our opponent
being completely silenced, and his colours (both ensign and pendant), doun.
when the approach of the whole Russian flec/t occasioned your recalling me-,

can tend to make the affair worthy of being distinguished bv any mark of

approval from the Lords Commissioners of the .Admiralty, it is impossible
that patronage can be bestowed upon a more thoroughly deserving ofiicei

than Mr. Baldwin. I have the honour to be. \-r.

T.'B. MARTLX.
To Sir Sanntel Hood. K.B. Rear-admiral

of the White, $c.

A Reluni of the Men killed and rcoiindrd on board his JlfwjVs/v** Shift

Centaur, Angus' 26, 1 808.

Killed.

Peter Jackson, landman ; Ilcndrick Brass, private of marines
; .Tunic.;

Hawksford, ditto.

Wounded,

Officers Mr. Paul Lawless, first lieutenant, severely ;
Mr. Morton, b.j-.ir

swain, badly on the thigh and and breast.

Pt tl>j Offi'-er John Robinson (1), yeoman of the sheets, slightly on the

Lack and arm.

St'amen Thomas Moxcy, quarter-gunner, batliv in the bc-l!y : John BOA-.

den, captain of the fuJvra.-i'.L-. M_VCT<,-ivon the I en;; Joseph Daniels, urdinarv,

severely on th<- :inn; Richard Strangraiii, ditto, severely on t!;c a, HI and

breast; John K nny, ditto, slightly oil the f.icc ;u:'i arm; Thoma* M - J3o-

ir.ild, ditto, rcveu-ly ; Ad.\n lio?^ey. ditto, sli^ijtly yn the thiu'i ;
John C'oai-

fi
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>vav, ditto, badly on the head ; John Jofferics, ditto, slightly on the lej;;

I 'imothy OMJrien, ditto, slightly on tlie band; Thomas Jiurk, landnian,

<!iiiliily ; .Micha<l (.';m:ivy, ditto, slightly on tlu: le-
; Richard Williams,

riiito, hliiihllv on the thi^li ; John Hudson, ditto, slightly 0:1 the neck;
l-'dward Fletcher, ditto, slightly on tho buttock; and Jamc.s Smith, ditto,

>li_u.htly
on the hand.

Marines John Shores, private, badly on the arm ; William M'lvendrick,

ditto, badly on both thijihs ;
John Gnmbleton, ditto, dangerously ; haimul

Leach, dirto, severely on the let' ; Benjamin Gilbert, ditto, slightly ; Dun-
can .M' Donald, ditto, sli-jhily on the le^ ; James '.iay.-ior, ditto, slightly un
the head

;
and William Al'Cormick, ditto, slightly on tho belly.

Totid 3 killed and 27 wounded.
W. H. WEBLEY, Captain.

-J List of Jl/f/i killed and wounded on board liis Mujcttjft Ship Implacable,

August '26, liJO.3.

"David ("oinins, ordinary; Rohert Miller, quarter-gunner; William

Chnsii:, (litto; Lewis Grouvillc, ilitio
; George Quinton, boy of 3d class;

and Titus Xcthcruuud, marine.

\\'<>u tided.

Mr. Curtis Kastmore, severely, thii'h ?iucc amputated; William Harris,

quarter-gunner, arm since amputated; Daniel .Morrison, able, arm since

amputated; Mat. Johnson, ordinary, amputated linger and thumb; John,

Dunleavy, hvidman, fractured le
;
John I3eck, ditto, contused toot; James

Armstrong, Marine, slightly ;
Robert Quaylc, ordinary, jli^iitly ; Charles

able, in the lu-ad, not severely; Charles banks, landman, contused

: .UHeph 1'incliett, ordinary, contused thi^h ;
\\'illiain Rvcrson, land-

man, rather severely ; Mr. Thomas Pickerwell, ina.->ter'.> mate, slightly ;

J.i'in Webster, ante, slightly in ttie thigh J
Rubc-rt Hodges, able, slightly,

\~<\\. Sutherland, (uiartcr-^unner, not severely ;
William Aicock.. Luuhnan,

fractured le^ ; John Kdicombe, able, slightly; John llarbel, ordinary, not

severely ;
Mr. Nich. Drew, captain's clerk, slightly ;

Tliomas (-Juarm, land-

inau, s'i^hlly on tlie head
;

Patrick Kin;.', ordinary, slightly on the head
;

Kdwanl Williams, quarter cunncr, in the hand ; John \\illiams (yj, ditto.

contusion ; William Handle, c[uarter-iu
:ister'-mate, very dani;erou*lv, and

nor 1. \er
;

Patrick iirugile, ordinary, badly fractured skull, and
. ly to reeovi r,

Total 6' killed and 26 wounded.
T. B. MARTIN, Captoin.

.-1 I ''-/ of killed unit tamnilcil on biMird his TM/K ri-il Mujcsly the Emperor of
1( "sin's A//c S!ii;i of' War Sea nl<>il, cu/ifiiit dlnj lita, Uiijc-it'/s Ship Cc/ilaur,

in- '2(>th sliiizut't, UU)8, iifii'i- /nn-iiit; bcm t'li^uiiid in t/ir morning of
t/ie ttiint tli.ni tit/

It is My jt:sty's s/ii;> I/Hji/ucai-le, <u.tl ulltru-nrd& on Jicr

a.'H-iuirinii ni'iir // > utrunci- of tin /M/7 of Hot /-.uc/'c/.v '"/
<i]><>(t>i'nl(i/ on

short; laid out: hundred suitors ami soldiers put on board IK rfnun the. said

f-ort, to *ni>i'!y the place o/'i/tosf Lilted and wounded in Hie aeliifii by th%

1-t/jl/U
(idii.

43 kill-.'d r.nd i'.O wounded in action wilh the Iinplacubte^

i;u> kilii-d and ims-ini: in actk>n with the Centum1

.

1'ot.il Jo:J killeu, wounded, and mi

S \MUEL IIQOIX
Ctntaar, ojj' Rogersxit:';, Ji^'.'.sf ''7, ly'>S.
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A List of the squadron (f his Swedish Majesty, under the command of Rear*
admiral Nauckhoff, will his Btil.auiiic Mu/cxtf/'s skips Centaur and

Implacable, under the command of Rear-admiral Sir Samud flood, on I lie

Dristigheten, of 74 guns, Captain Toruqtiist ; Faderneslandet, of 74 guns,

Captain Blessing ; Iv.pperheten, of 66 guns, Captain Fischerstrond
; Gus-

taf III. of 74 guns, Captain Pctterson ; Gustaf IV. Adolph. of 78 guns,
Rear-admiral Nnuckboff, Captain Lagerstralc ; Captain Kmsenstjerica,
captain of the fleet ; Aran, of 74 guns, Captain Jagerschold ; UladislatT, of

76 guns, Captain Grubb ; Adolph i'Yedric, of 74 guns, Commodore Jager-
fjit, Captain Count Wrangle ; ForsikligheU n, of 6(3 guns, Captain Baron
Cederstrom ; Mannligheten, of 74 guns, Captain Norrienanker

; Chapman,
of 44 guns. Captain Ameen ; Etiridice, of 46 guns, Captain Pctterson ;

Camilla, of 42 guns, Captain Trolle ; Bellona, of 42 guns, Captain Baron

Lagerbjelke; Janamas, of 34 guns, Captain Holm ; Dolphin, cutter brig;

Centaur, of 74 guns, Rear-admiral Sir Samuel Hood, Captain Wcbley ;

Implacable, of 74 guns, Captain Martin: p'rederic Adolphc, of 70 guns,

Captain Rutensparre, sailed from Oro Road on the 23th August, with the

sick of the Swedish squadron, for Sweden.

Centaur, August 27, 1808. SAMUEL HOOD.

A List of Ships find Vessels composing the Fleet of his Imperial Majesty
the Emptror of Russia, on the 15th. ofAugust, 1808, zchcn discovered

by-

the Squadron nf his.Swedish Majesty, with his Britannic Majesty's Skips
Centaur and Implacable, under tltc command of Rear-admiral Sir Samuel

Hood,K.B.

Blagodath, of 1 20 guns ; Gabriel, of 1 18 guns ; North Star, of 74 guns ;

Amgetten, of 74 guns; St. Anna, of 74 guns ; Boreas, of 74 guns; Eagle,
of 74 guns ; Sewolod, of 74 guns, taken and burnt

; Michael, of 74 guns ;

Hero, of 50 guns; Rapid, of 50 guns : Argus, of 50 guns; St. Theodor,
of 44 guns; Schartlivog, of 44 guns; Castor, of 24 guns; Pollux, of 24

puns; Ht-rmione, of 20 guns ; Melpomene, of 20 guns; Wot loft", of 18

gu;is ; Lisette, of 18 guns ; two corvettes and two cutters. Total, 24.~
Centaur, August 27, 1808. SAMUEL HOOD,

Copy of a Letterfrom Vice-admiral We/If., Cormajidcr-in-chiefofhisMajesti/s

Skips find Vessels at Hie Nore, !o the Hon. William Wellcsluy Pole, \dated
on Imard the Numur, the \Hk instani.

srR,

The rr.rlosed letter from Captain Cathcart, commander of his majesty's
Irite sloop Seagull, came to my bands by post this dav. It is possible my
Lords Commissioners may already have received an account of this very

gallant defence by some other channel
;
but as I think the action, though

unfortunate, does honour to the naval service and the country, I cannot re-

fuse myself the pleasure of the communication, lest .by any accident such

gallantry should not be made public.
i have the honour to be, &c.

THOS. WELLS, Vice-admiral.

SIR, Christiansand, June 20, 1808.

I beg leave to acquaint yon, that in his majesty's sloop Seagull, under my
command, yesterday at two P.M. the Isase of Norway bearing W.N.W".
seven or eight leagues, I discovered a brig in shore running to the eastward,
and immediately made all sail in chase of her j at half-past four came
within gnn-shot, and hoisted our colours, which she answered by hoisting

colours^ and opening her lire on the starboard side. At this time it
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became netulv calm, from a fresh breeze we had at W.S.W. and obliged us

>ur sweeps o-.it, in u'-l-.-r to get between her and the shore. At five

got withi:i musket-shot of the enemy, and commenced action; having now
most i. f our sweeps ': >t awav. and ereui part of the- rigging. Twenty
Jinmitcs past live \\i: discovered several gun-boats coming towards -us, which
had !;een co:;i~ .-tied behind <he rocks; and it being a perfect calm, they had
ever trie*' could wish in placing them, Tney took their position
on each (jtnirtcr, raicing us cverv shot, whilst the brig had tiie same advan-

tage on the larbo.ird lv. v. At half-past six five of our carruiri-.ies were

dismounted on the hirboard side (the only side we could bring to bear ou
the enemy), und several of the officers and crew killed and wounded.

Every in '.".hod was used to get the. Seagull round, so as to bring the starboard

guns to bear, but without effect; our s.veci'S bun.; ".II hyt awav, the gun-
boats huiiin'j us every -'..01 i.ncy .in-d, tivc feet water in the hold, and all our
sails and ng^.rj; out to pir-cfs. At half-past seven, from the sinking state

ot the il:ip, also tiie reur. si ,:isj;hter made by the ^nn-boats, I considered it

an indispensable dutv, lui the preservation of the surviving otiicers ain\

crew, to on.-.-r the co!mrs to be hauled down. I hare the satisfaction to

acquaint yon, there was scarcely sufficient time to remove the wounded ont
of the Sr ^iill, before she sunk. The force opposed to her was the Danish

brii; of win- I.')iiun, inouri'in^ twenty guns, eighteen lone; eiiihieen-pounders,
and two lon^ Mx-poinuiera ;

six s;iiii-boaiM, most of them carrying two

twenty-four-pounders, and from
fifty

to seventv men each. The actioa
\\as fought ci(jsc to the mouth of the harbour of Christiansand.

I cannot speak in terms adecjuatc to the deserts of every oth'ccr and man
under my command on this trying occasion. I received that support from
Mr. Ilarton, the first lieutenant, I had every reason to expect from his

general good conduct; and the ofliccrs and crew have my warmest thanks
for their cool and steady behaviour; and I consider i: a duty I owe to them,
to add, that never was more British valour displayed than on this occasion,

although opposed to so very superior a force.

The enemy must have sull'ered vory considerably, but I have not been
able to ascertain to what extent. Several of the Danr-s perished on board
the Seagull, so precipitately did she go down. 1 herewith send you a liit of

the killed and wounded on board the said sloop.
11. B. CATFICAHT, Commander.

Iftlis, $c. Nore.

Killed.

1\Ir. A. P. White, second lieutenant; Mr. A. Martin, master;
Knox, boatswain's mate; Thomas Nicholls, carpenter's crew; William

. able; William Champion, Serjeant of marines
; Thomas Ashley,

private m marines
; Daniel Jillis, ditto.

Severe/^/ wounded. Captain Cathcart.

Dangerously wounded.

Mr. Uatton, first lieutenant; .lames Young, able ; John Chitty, lanrlman;
George Chambers, able; John Champion, ditto ; William Lewis, private of

.;ies.

Biidly wounded.

John Boyd, landman ; William Lone, able; Thomas Wilson, boatswain.

Slightly Bounded.

\Viiiiam Calway, private of marines; John Brown, ditto ; William Mnr-
p!y, ditto; John M'Donald, ditto; John Williams, ordinary ; John B. Pajl,
'ipiumof tin.- fnrei-i'tle; John \Vood, cook

; Hubert Steel, able; James
IMnr, ditto

;
Joim Norben, ditto.
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Jpromotions anti appointments.

{{ear-admiral Harvey lias hoisted his flag on board the Villo de Paris.

Captain Haswell is appointed to command his majesty's sloop Elvin, ni.

Chatham.

Captain J. Grander to the Semiramis
; Captain Hunt to the sloop

F!rito>innrt
; Captain J. Tnvin to the Iliualdo ; Captain Mends to the Are-

thu-*a, vice Sir ('. Bri&bnuo ; Captain Sir C. Brisbauc to the Blake. ; Captain
William Mather to the Combatant; Captain Charles Hill to the Onyx ;

Captain J. I.. Manley to the Badger; Captain Samuel Clark to the Rollu
;

Captain Charles Ilarl'ord to the Chanticleer; Captain Thomas Kennedy to

the Cordelia; Captain Thomas Oliver to the Apelles; Captain D. Mackay
to the Inflexible. >

Captain James Bowen, eldest son of Commissioner Bowen, is appointed
to command the transports ot'thc expedition under Sir David Baml.

Captain Rogers, of the royal navy, is appointed agent for prisoners of war
at Mill Prison, Plymouth, vice Cotgrave, appointed by the commissioners for

transports, &c. to be agent for the prisoners of war at Dartmoor.

Captain Isaac Schomberg, of the royal navy, is appointed to be deputy
comptroller of the navv, rice Sir Robert Barlow.

Sir Robert Barlow is appointed to be commissioner of tlie. dock-yard at

Chatham, vice Hope, deceased.

Captain Lobb is appointed commissioner at Gibraltar, wee Middleton.

Captain Middleton, commissioner of the navy at Gibraltar, is appointed
one of the commissioners of his majesty's navy, London.

Captain Percy Eraser is appointed to supercede Captain Lobb, as com.
inibsioner of the navy at Malta.

Lieutenants appointed and promoted.

Lieutenant James Leach to command the Desperate gnn-brig; George
"Wills to the Temeraire ;

William Webster to the Aigle; Thomas Pierce to

the Achdle; Francis Marshall to the Temeraire ; George Welch to the

Briseis; John Hawkins (1) to the L'lvin; Richard Fegen to the Lyderien ;

B. A. Hoar to the i'elorus ; Samuel Heming to the Tisiphone ;
Robert

i,acomb to the Decade; Abraham White to the Helena; William Hill to

the Amethyst ; Robert Falkland to the Panther ; William Buckle to the

IVIorus; Thomas Ratsey to the Ephira ; Alexander Dobbs to the Princess

Carolina; Nathaniel Norton to the Illustrious; Thomas Smith to the

Podargus ;
John Francis to the Combatant

;
John Berney to the Invincible ;

and John Fleming to the Bramble schooner.

Lieutenant Georjre Warcup is appointed to his majesty's ship Pompe'e ;

\VilliamWebster to the Fortunes; R. S. Halyto the Srmiramis : Francis

F.. Lock to ditto
;
John G. Victor to ditto; Alexander Sandelands to the

Q'K IILC ; Alexander Kennedy to the Warspite ; George Ninis to the Shel-

drake ; John Nicholas to the Pompee ;
Povnter Crane to t!>e Irresistible ;

James M'Dowall to the \ ille de Paris
; Henry S. Wilson to the Ii4h*iublt ;

Hugh William Smith to ditto
;
Jamc-s Robinson to the Eyclerien ; Robert

Katsey ('2)
to the Satellite; John Healey to the Neptune; Adam (jrievo

to the Sparrow ;
Andrew Mitchell, second son of the late Admiral Sir

Andrew Mitchell, lo ihe Achille ; Daniel Woodnfiu to ditto; Charles

August us Iiaumgart to the Forester; Richard Loper to the Elvin
;
Charles

Px.uen ('2) to the Tliisbe; James E. C:u,!n)uin to the Redwing; James

Campbell to the Gannett; Francis John Turner to the Comet.

A list of midshipmen passed for lieutenants ou the first Wednesday in the
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month: John fin^ol, Yerc Gabriel, E. Andrews, Jamrs D;n is,

Maclii'ii, George Goddard, Archibald Hamilton, Gilbert Trail, C. H. Scale,

Benjamin Rippon, W. I). Morris, Pilchard Streatfield, Tboauu Williamson,
Thomas Blak<-, II. M. Ehnore, William Glasscock, and T. Ambrose.

Surgeons appointed.

Mr. Alexander Copland Hutchison, lately appointed acting surgeon of

the royal division of marines at Woolwich, is appointed to be surgeon or' the

royal hx^pital for seamen at Deal.

Edmund James to the Eclair sloop; Thomas Martill to the Rattler;
Michael Stewart to the Magnet; George Cooper to the Subtle; John
Saunders to the Lily ; James Bell to the Caledonia ;

Andrew Dods to the

.Swallow; William Uowan to the Aroihusa
; Richard Jenkins to I'Eclnir

;

M'iliiam L
T
re to the Klviii; Thomas Williams to the Tartarus ; James Hrv-

done to the Inflexible
; Alexander M'Glasha i to the Calliope ; .fames Glen

to the Britomart; Walter Warwick to the Sparrow ; 1). T. M'Carthy to tin;

Seiniraiins
;
Henrv Green to the Apellcs; William Hamilton t< the Blake;

William Fuller to the Sandwich; Jsaac Kyail to the Bristol; Owen UUITU>
to the Chanticleer ; and Uichard Coniby to the Satellite.

Assistant Surgeon; prnnioted.

Philip O'Reilly to the Stately ; John M'Arthur to the "Monmoutli
;

Andrew Page to tke Flamer ^uu-bri'j; ; Peter (irant to the Camel .ston--

sliip; Henry Ruxton to the Hydra ;
(iiies Ingram to the Triumph; William

M'Farlane to the Semiramls; David BJrrell to die Arethnsa : John \\ a;-

kins to the VilJe de Paris; William Alexander to the Spencer; .Johji

Matthews to the Revenue; John Monti-itU to the Diomcde; Thom:ts
Allison to the Wcymouth; Thomas Melliuisli to the Pivvovaiitc; Jolm
Duncan to theXamur; John M'Arthur to the Tiure; T.Clarke to 1'Ai^L- ,

<kor^e Rcnncy to tle \ille de Paris; aud Rodolplius Kent to the Priiiu;

Frederick.

BIRTHS,
At Gloucester-place, on the 20th Aut the lady of Lieutenant TIardarrc,

of the roval navy, ot' a boi), alter having liad eight daughters in i;

succession.

Of a son, the lady of Sir Home Popliam, of the royal navy, at their K-al,

ilill.

At Thorntorv-plnce, Greenwich, of a son, the lady of J. T. J.ee, F.MJ
son of tlie late Captain John Leo, of the royal navy.

At IILdifiatc. the lady of Walter Carruthc-rs, Ks.j. of the Hon. Kust Injia
, vice, of u daughter.

MARRtAGES;
On the 9<h August, at East Known , \\'ihs, hy the Rev. John Sa\il!c

Ogle, Sir W. G. Parker, Bart, of the royal naw, to Miss LJiiu liijl, third

daughter of J. C. Hill, KM}.

Captain Abdy, of the royal navy, to Miss Rich, daughter of the \-A\K

Admiral Sir Thomas Rich, Burl, of Sunning, Berks.

At Chippenimm, Lieutenant J. C. Bagnell, of the royal n:arim-s, to Mis

Aste, daiighur of the late Kev. S. Aste.

A'. Grave-cud, 1 initenant )i lackey, of the royal marines, SOD ofM:ij(r

Mackey, of Tijbnrv I'ort, to .Mias Putti^un, daughter of tii late I'^i-

ton, K^q. of Grave -aid.
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Mr. Archibald Fleming, to Miss A. Larkan, eldest daughter of Captald
John Larkan, of the royal navy,

OBITUARY.

On the !22d August, at his seat at Fortworth, in Gloucestershire, Francis

Reynolds Morton Lord Ducie, late a captain in his majesty's navy, and

provost marshal of Barbadoes.

Lately, in the West Indies, Lieutenant James Locke, eldest son of Cap-
tain Walter Locke, of the royal navy, of Hyde, hie of Wight.

On the 3d September, at his house in lower Tootinp, Philip Gidley King,

Esq. captain in the royal navy, and. late governor of New South Wales.

On the 10th of September, Commissioner Charles Hope, of his majesty's

dock-yard at Chatham.

Lately, at Herne Bay, near Canterbury, where he was removed for the

benefit of his health, the infant son of Lieutenant Joseph Dewsnap, of the

royal hospital at Greenwich.

At Gloucester-place, New Road, shortly after lying in of her ninth child,

Mrs. Helen Hardacre, wife of II. T. Hardacrc, Ks:j. of the royal navy,

aged 31.

Shortly afterwards, the infant and only son of II. T. Hardacre, F.sq.

Lady Aurie Rich, of Beaumont-street, Devonshire-place, widow of

Admiral Sir T. Rich, Bart.

At Greenwich, a^ed 43, John Bowler, of Oxford, who suffered so severely
in an action on board the Blenheim, as to render the amputation of both his

Ifgs indispensable.

la Beaufort-row, Chelsea, Captain Robert Parrey, of the royal navy.

At Thancks, near Torpoint, Devonshire, Mrs. Neesham, wife of Captain
Keesham, of the royul navy.

Atllopetoun House, Scotland, the Rijjht Hon. Lady Jemima Johnstone

Hope, wife of Captain George J. Hope, of the royal navy.

We arc sorry to announce the death of the lion. Captain Herbert, of the

roj al navy, and Mr. Creed, son of Mr. Creed, navy agent. They were goimj;
on shore from the. Swallow, Captain Milner, on the 12th September, at

Gijon ; just as they were on the bar, a violent surf broke over them, filled

the boat, and plunged ihe whole into the sea
;

the greater part, by taking
hold of the bo;;t, kept above water, and supported themselves on oars mtd

planks, till the boats, which immediately put off from the shore, picked them

tip. Unfortunately, however, they were unable to save Captain Herbert
and Mr. Creed, who sunk before they arrived. These two <,cntlcme:i went
out for the purpose of visiting the country. Captain Herbert was second
son to the Earl of Carnarvon, and a gentleman of respectable literary

talents: he had lately published a volume of. poems. . lie married Mis*

Byng, daughter of the Hon. John Byng, and sister to Captain Byng, of his

majesty's ship Beiliqueux.

On the 3d of September, at Sunderland, Lieutenant J. B. Watson, 'of the

royal marine's, aged '20, son of Mr. It. Watson, of (lie customs, of \r \\ ( a.Mle.

He was i-ecoud in command of the divi.-ion of mariiH;s left. <;n the I"
;

.;r i

Rock, when the French, under Admiral Gaiithcaumc, cajt;;,<-
;

. The

privation and fati-zue he sustained on that sutum lai< tht

decline, which ultimately earned this prumiiiug yo;. /

gnv, e.
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GEORGE NICHOLAS HARDINGE, ESQ.
LATE CAPT.UX OF THE SAN FIORENZO.*

As gentle as the zephyr
Below the violet

;
and yet as rough

As the rud'st wind, that by the top doth take

The mountain-pine, and make it sloop to th* vale."

SHAKSPEARE.

this naval hero's life no historical record will or can be

exempted from that pride of the historian who knew him the

best, which the hero deprecated in the partialities of those he loved,

and who loved him.

Pride he certainly possessed, but it was of the noblest kind :

it prompted him to disdain a mean act, or a selfish thought. But

no gallant spirit was ever more elevated above the vanity of self-

applause. He was even so modest as to give himself no credit

for the sentiment, or the habit, of that modesty itself, as a

tirtue.

It shall be my ambition to give a picture of him, and from,

the life, under the discipline of this check upon my own pride;

though such a love as I bore to him neither hopes nor wishes

to be disinterested. But zeal for the memory of a character so

dear to me would be miscalculated, if it could violate those

principles of honour which it was the uniform habit of his life

to revere.

* The Editors of the NAVAL CHRONICLE have been favoured with the

present interest ing memoir, by a friend of rtie lamented Captain Hardinge

one who knew him well, from his infancy till his death ;
and they have not

made any essential alteration in the form or the substance of the narra-

tive. Two or three references are all they have thought it necessary

to add.

/9at. Tj;ton. fflol. XX. i L
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It will not fail to be observed, that I have departed from the

usage which has confined these memoirs to naval incident and

character : yet I am not without hope that it will be forgiven, if

the moral and social features of the same portrait are not only

interesting, but cannot be separated from the naval picture without

prejudice to its effect and spirit.

I may also be accused of dwelling upon some of these personal

topics, when they are too minute for an epitome like this. But

here again I shall feel no despair of indulgence, if it shall appear,

as I think it will, that every such detail throws a new light upon

essential features of the character.

George Nicholas Hardinge was born upon the llth of April,

1781, at Kingston-upon-Thames. He was the second of many
sons to the Rev. Henry Hardinge, now rector of Stanhope, in the

county of Durham, then vicar of Kingston. His mother is a

daughter of the late James Best, Esq. of Boxley, and of Chatham,

in Kent.

Henry Hardinge is the second of three (surviving) sons to the

late Nicholas Hardinge, Esq. of Canbury House, near Kingston.

upon-Thames, who was, for several years, first clerk to the House

of Commons, and, at a later period, became joint secretary of the

Treasury, in which post he died, A.D. 1758.

Jane Hardinge, his widow, sister of the late Earl Camden, sur-

vived her husband for almost half a century, and closed her in-

teresting life in her 89th year, May 17, A.D. 1808.

George Hardinge, Esq. one of the judges in Wales, and her

majesty's attorney-general, is Henry's eldest brother- lie was

godfather to this nephew, and adopted him, when a child, into his

own family. With his brother Henry's consent, he took upon
him the parental office of educating his favourite, and sent him to

Eton school at the age of nine or ten years. He designed him for

his own profession of the law.

In this early period his parts, though bright in some views of

them, were in general thought more lively than solid : and almost

in the same proportion that he was admired for his wit, he was

deficient in learning, or in the memory of serious impressions.

He was averse to all study, and gave no promise^ either of talents/

or -of aaibition to acquire useful knowledge.
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Cut his countenance was uncommonly beautiful, and his manners

(though undisciplined) were so prepossessing, that he was perhaps

too general a favourite. His uncle has confessed, that "he loved

him in those days, not wisely^ but too rce//."

lie had a peculiar turn for humour, and made acute remarks,

though in a desultory manner. But in those early and playful

habits, none, who saw much of him, could fail to discern a cha-

racter of independent spirit, and that affectionate warmth of heart,

which became, in the sequel of his. life, a ruling principle of its

character.

He was, however, too ungovernable, and was too much his own

master, to encourage the hope that he would acquire stability

enough to cultivate his talents for learning of any kind, if he

possessed them ; a point upon which doubt? were entertained by
some of his relations, indeed by most of them, but none by the

writer of this memoir.

At the age of eleven or twelve he took up and pursued a most

violent impulse to the sea. It arose in part from conversations,

when at home, with his uncle Richard, now Sir Richard Har-

dinge, Bart, then a capiaiu
% of an East Indiaman ; but it com-

menced in the advice, rather playfully than seriously intimated,

by Sir John (iorlase Warren, who saw him, accidentally, at Eton

school, and assured him, that " he. was better calculated 1'or a naval

hero than for a lawyer." It V, as however attributed, in part, by
his relations, to a dislike of school and of learning, which had be-

come disgracefully obstinate.

Under that last impression, before the lot was determined, they
reasoned with him in a dispassionate and serious manner, by laying

open to him, without reserve, the subordination, the labours, and

the perils of the naval service. He persevered, and was firm to

his text. He made this clement his deliberate choice, in a tone of

such manly and reasoning spirit, that he carried his point with.

Hying colours.

He became, in 1793, a midshipman on board the Meleager,

Captain Charles Tyler, now the rear-admiral of that name ; an

officer as much revered and beloved as the naval service could

CVV.T boast
j
a man of perfect honour, and of the most engagi.ig



260 BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIR OF THE

manners, who combined in his character the hero and the gentle-

man.

The writer of this memoir accompanied the new officer to a

parting dinner, at a whimsical inn (quite new to />), the

Golden Cross, Charing Cross. In the midst of the repast, his

young friend's naval hat was brought into the room. He left

the table, to put it on, presented himself to the looking-glass,

and could eat no more. This was naval pride, it was not per.

sonal vanity.

It was to the animating and graceful example, as well as the

parental solicitude of his captain, that his relations have ascribed

the wonderful change which five years produced in the colour and

stamp of his mind.

He was to accompany that experienced, able, and spirited

officer, Lord Hood, into the Mediterranean, as part of his

fleet. This was another and peculiar advantage to his naval

school.

At first, even after he had thus embarked in the service, and

with such avidity, he took a dislike to it (with caprice, like that

of boys, and especially those who have been so indulged) ; he

complained of it peevishly, and wished himself at home again,

that is, he wished himself not more admired and caressed (for so

far he found the home which he had left, in the ship itself), but

less controlled. But when this (fugitive) impression \vas oblite-

rated from his mind, by the affectionate, though firm, conduct

of his naval parent, and when that mind began to explore its

own power*, the character of it was nezo made ; it became dis-

tinguished, not by courage alone, but even by talent, engrafted

upon the habit of diligence, and upon a high spirit of ambition

to excel, which ripened the dormant resources of an admira-

ble capacity. I remember that he said at an early period,
u i

had rather serve under a captain or an admiral of a marked

-character, than make a fortune early or late in the common

routine. I have an ambition to see great abilities near me, in

hopes to improve myself by observing them." He made him-

self an adept in the tactics of his profession; he loved its enter-

prise, and he encountered all its perils with a naval hero's dis-

ciplined ralour.
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This reminds me of a conversation which passed a little before

he sailed, between him and one of his relations :
u You hate all

tiicly, and you love to have your own way ; how comes it, that

you have chosen the sea, where, if you don't study, and if you
don't give up your own will to your superiors, you will make no

figure, and \\ill be disgraced?"
cc I hate all study at school,

and would never have learnt any thing, if I had been left at Eton ;

but if I must read, and must be governed at sea, to be a good

officer^ I zcill read, and I zcill be governed."

He remained in actual service, almost unremitted, for those cri-

tically interesting years of his life ; a part of it was occupied in

the able and gallant assistance of Lord Hood, and of the naval

armament under him, to the Corsicans, A.D. 1794. Upon the

occasion of those incidents, he wrote a letter, still preserved by his

correspondent, in which he gave a lively, but at the same time

an able and luminous report of the tnterprize. It was accom-

panied by a rough but spirited sketch of a naval manoeuvre,

in elevating cannon from the ships to an eminence of stupendous

height, upon cliffs almost perpendicular. In this letter he first

marked the peculiar eloquence of style, upon serious topics, which

never deserted him in the sequel of his life. Many of his letters

to his friends are beautiful compositions.

Mr. Pitt saw the letter from Corsica, was delighted with it, and

said, that "
it was a most extraordinary performance at so youth-

ful an age." Indeed, of an earlier date was a letter of his pen con-

ceived and expressed in a manner very superior to his time of life,

and in the same line of description, with a difference that marked

something better than style or spirit the compassionate benevo-

lence of his nature. It was a most pathetic recital, of an accident

which befell the Alcide, after she had struck to our fleet : she

caught fire, and could not be saved. The men jumped overboard

by hundreds ; four hundred at least were either burnt or drowned.:

the sea was covered by dead bodies ; and she then blew up in a most

tremendous manner. All our ships put their boats out, in hopes to

save those who were alive and clinging to the wreck. Those who

were caught up in time, and were taken on board, were so overjoyed

as to fall into fits ; and when they had recovered, could not liud
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words to express their gratitude. Under such examples he learnt

humanity as well as courage.

Before these Corsican adventures took place, the Meleagcr

had not been idle or obscure. She was the first that sailed into the

port of Toulon.

In Corsica, the services of Captain Tyler were so distinguished,

that when la Minerve, a 40-gun frigate, had been captured, had

been sunk, and (chiefly by his exertions) had been weighed up

again, the command of'her was given to him.* She acquired the

name of the San Fiorcnzo, in honour to the Corsican town and

fort of that name. To that newly acquired vessel the midshipman

was transferred.

Who can abstain from a tear, when told that he had then reached

half the period of his life? that he was doomed, in his 27th year,

to fall as the commander of that identical frigate, in a distant sea,

in a different quarter of the world, and in a victorious conflict,

" Second (as General Maitland observes) to none that our annals

can boast ?"

Having passed the remainder of that year in the San Fiorenzo,

lie served, under the same captain, -who never could part with him,

on board the Diomede, a 64. In 1795 she formed a part of Sir

William (now Lord) Hotham's fleet, and was engaged in the action

which had the effect of cutting of the Ca-ira, of 80 guns, and the

Censeur, of 74. The success of that enterprise was partial; but

this defect arose from the enemy's conduct, who, though in a full

state of preparation, would not meet our squadron, which had

undergone the severe discipline of its Mediterranean service, yet

had courted them to a battle, which they declined. The naval

conduct on our part was honoured by a vote of thanks in both

houses of Parliament, t

Our midshipman had served in other actions prior to this. In

the Tery first of them his captain used these memorable words

*' My tzzo boys behaved like veterans." The other "
boy

)y

vtes Roger Savage, now a post captain. They were bosom

friends, and both of them reflected honour upon him, who loved

* This was in March, 1791.

t For Lord Hotham's official account of this engagement, vide NAV*II

CHRONICLE, Vol. IX. page 35^.
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them as if they hail been his cnvn sons, and \vas loved as a parent

by them.

A little anecdote may here be related, as tending to display flic

character of the youthful hero. While in the Mediterranean,

he met with an accident, which he related in the margin, at the

et;d of a Jong and amusing letter to one of his relations, and the

marginal addition written in a hand so diminutive as with difficulty

to be read: " By the tcy ;
I forgot to tell you that I have lost

the joint of a middle finger, by an accident in returning to the

ship."

When upon the Italian coast, and at rest from active service, he

tnjoycd the peculiar advantage of going on shore to Naples,

where Sir William Hamilton (one of the most courteous and

accomplished of men), received him in a 'manner the kindest

imaginable. He took the opportunity of these and of similar

excursions, to furnish his attentive and curious mind with an

ample store of general knowledge, of experience, and of discern,

ment into the characters of men, very singular in his profession,

and at his age. He acquired even a taste for the arts. Having
a most powerful memory, he regained with clearness and precision,

whatever images had glanced upon him. At other times, and on

board, he had read modern history, and had become so versed HI

it, as never to be at a loss in recurring to its prominent features

and revolutions.

He returned home to England in the spring of 1798, before

he had reached his eighteenth year ; and such an improvement was

never achieved by that glorious element, the sea. Instead of the

volatile, the undisciplined, rude, and childish boy, he returned,

a youth, full of high spirit, but unassuming, discreet in his beha-

viour, pleasing in his manners, affectionately benevolent, remark-

ably sensible, and well informed.

His countenance, and even the cast of his features, had become

so entirely changed, that not a soul would have known him to be

the same, by a shadow of resemblance in the man to the boy.

Ills relations playfully called him " the impostor^" and he

took the name : he sometimes varied the description, and signedj

MaSiomet. His manners won every heart. Though his uncom-

mon beauty when a boy was no longer to be seen, it left him

#ie better substitute of a most interesting countenance, which
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united tTie character of animated sense to a benevolent expression,

the faithful interpreter of an affectionate and glowing heart.

He was not on shore above a month or two in England, before

he was called into naval service again, but under the same cap-

tain, on board the Aigle frigate, and (with his friend Savage)

accompanied him in his way to the east. Upon the Isle of Planes,

off the African coast, he was wrecked, on board that frigate,

and barely escaped with his life. He wrote an account of this

calamity, in a tone of modest and Christian heroism, which

gave the unequivocal impression of a serious and well-disciplined

courage.

He was for a little time shifted on board the Excellent, and

then received as an occasional guest by the Earl of St. Vincent (his

commander-in-chief), who took what is called a fancy to him,

conceived a partiality for him, and marked it in the most playful

manner. " Your uncle," said he,
" has recommended you to

me; but never mind him; and when you are asked who yon

are, say, you are my son." These partialities^ if they must be

so called, of that acute and sagacious mind, had the felicity, in

general, to be so well placed, as to look very like prophetic dis-

coveries of anticipated genius and spirit in his favourites.

He detained him but a little time; and in order to furnish a

tetter opportunity for cntcrprize, placed him on board the

Theseus, Captain Miller, who perished at the siege of Acre,

universally regretted.* Our hero was in the very ship at the

time of its fatal explosion : he was going to the cabin a few

steps further would have made him another victim of that

awful and lamented catastrophe. During this memorable siege,

which recalled the days of chivalry, he was employed in the

command of a gun-boat, and was honoured with public thanks

by the hero of that brilliant service. He was, after the loss

of Captain Miller, for some little time on board the Tigre,

Sir Sydney Smith, and \vas off Alexandria when he received

his commission as lieutenant, f On account of this rank, and

of his local services upon that coast, he was honoured with

a gold medal.

* Some particulars respecting Captain Miller will be found in the IVtb

rolume of the NAVAL CHRONICLE, page 469. The siege of Acre i* also

there described.

i It was dated the 15th of October, 1800.

7
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He was then ordered home, and put on board the Foudroyant, as

a supernumerary lieutenant. There he took part in the celebrated

action with the Giiillaume Tell.*

Upon the 22d of March, 1801, we find him at Minorca, on

hoard the Santa Teresa. At that time it appears that he solicited

from Lord Keith a first lieutenant's appointment on board a war-

sloop, named by himself. Lord Keith promised compliance with

his request, if he chose to remain in that part of the world ; but

acquainted him, that Lord Spencer had wished him nearer home,

at the request of his friends. In consequence of that hint, of

course, he returned, but more and more improved in the wisdom

of professional experience, and the discipline of public spirit.

The same Captain Tyler, whose punctual and sacred fidelity in

early days induced him to complain of the boy, gave the highest

character of the man, to the writer of this memoir, and represented

liim as then equal to the command of a seventy-four.

Soon after his return, a fortunate accident presented him to the

notice and friendship of a lady, in the circle of his connvctions,

than \ ,",e of her sex was ever more accomplished, and more

acute ia the discernment of character, more polished by elegant

manners, and more endeared by the moral graces of the heart.

A letter of her pen gives, in the most eloquent colours, a pic-

ture of his young friend, as drawn by her in 1801. It must not

be withheld from the reader, nor the unequivocal test of its fidelity,

in the resemblance, marked by a second portrait of him, which

the same glowing pencil has recently touched, and withouta cimcep

lion that we had kept i\\c first.

(COPY.) 1801.

t( You want my opinion of George, and I am happy to give it you : T

have had much conversation with him, which has enabled me to discover

* In thcllld volume of the NAVAI. CHP.OXICLE, page 500, will be found

Captain Dixon's official account of this action ;
at page 508 of the same

volume, are some minute particulars respecting the capture of the Guillaume

Ttll, in a letter from on board thr EYiudroyant ;
the French admiral's

account of the engagement is given at page 23.", Vol. IV. some critical ret

marks upon tho subject appear at page iil7, Vol. IV. and, in our biogra*

phical memoir of Sir Edward Berry, the commander of the Foudroyant,
Vol. XV. page 131, we havo inserted some additional particulars. A view

of the action is also given in Vol. IV. page 233.
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his merits, for he is very modest. He appears to more advantage when lie

is known.
"

Ar. far as I could jud^e. lie is remarkably sensible, and bbssed with a

poxverful steadiness of understand iiig,
like that of his g'fandtflothst.; he has

an excellent command of language, when lie is quite at his ease, and very

it:common clearness of apprehension : he has the occasional enibarruss-

uieut of diffidence, and appears to have entertained the opinion, that he

wants the polish of manneis to render him acceptable ;
but in myjudgment

be is the more interesting, upon account of this very defect, as far as it ex-

tends. Be has quite lost that style of delicate beauty which he possessed

when a bov, which alarmed me for him, and wluch now would ill become

so manly a character ; but his admirable heart glows in one of the finest

countenances I ever beheld. For wit, I think, he has more of habitual

admiration than of natural taste; for he is of a serious and rather a con-

templative turn,* though he has a fund of animal spirits to enliven it.

" As to his principles, they are inimitable : 1m has been tried in the first

and severest probation of his virtue; but he lias profited by it, for his eter-

nal welfare.

In Italy he acquired a real, though manly, taste for the arts, and seems

to have lost no opportunity of making himself acquainted with every circum-

stance worth his knowledge, in the various countries which his professional

duties, or, I should rather say, his excursions from them, have enabled him

to visit. lie has inherited thefamily talent, and his memory is like a charm

in its powers ; nothing escapes from it.

These gifts and tlube attainments have made him a very interesting

companion ;
and I never have regretted any tl'ing more in my life than our

separation: but lie will have my good wishes through every future step of

his career.
"

I can assure you, that he is a just object of all the love you can spare

to him, and that you cannot love him so much as he loves you/'

This was in 1801, before he had signalized his naval heroism in

the command of a ship, though he hat! even then marked his genius

and his courage.

Her letter of August, 1808, since we knew that we had lost our

hero, will, in the coincidence of many features, authenticate the

good faith of the earlier portrait, though with shades of difference,

arising from different views of the life it copied.

J.-.i,v.s-', 1803.

" I had the p;ood fortune fane! I call it still by that name), to pass a week

in his charming society, and was much alone with him : I discovered in him

* I never adopted that opinion, but I could account lor it, sis onteriainefi by

her; tor as he revered her, and as "her spiri:*, iwtun.lly cheerful, hut) received a

nwre st- nous ca.st from the loss of a dear friend, I have no doubt that from

deitcacy to Uor, lie was upon his guard against llic unseasonable indulgence of

this propensity with htr. Attentions hkt thtfce were faiiiiknr to him-.
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, a fir ::- ; I rould prri!nu' to judup, a depth of solid Hndersthtldrhg>

xvliidi resembled that of the late Mrs. Hanlinso, wlio lives in aH

memories. encaging njaiyiers-ra hi;;!) sense of honour in ei*ery. thing a

nn' ic
\v;:y

of t.hiiiiJnu, am) principles of gratitude', bryimi any -vhii 1> i .id

fvrr .1!. "tvodiii a him,, in crcatnrp, c-; :e i

'lly
at bis ;u-e. Ills excellent

rapacity had been improved by a Aim! of gfcrfcfal knowledge, very singular I

believe in his proi'esbion. Hi" temper viss -( ntlc, and his heart v a, no li^s

affectionate than it was- elevated by the heroism of public spirit."

In 1802 lie made a tour \vilh a relation to the Lakes, and made

friend* of all to whom lie was introduced as a g:tc.-.t. If the

reader rould have -ecn (lieir expri-ssioiis of regret, he v/ould have

supposed them relations, oraltdehed by ll'.e habits of a most aftVc-

fionale in(erco;ir-.e. JIc \\as the joy and pride of almost every

heart that he found in his way.

Amongst them was the Ci.Oiop of LlandafT, who was delighted

wilh him, and fornud a very high impression of him, not as a hero,

Lut as a young man of enlightened inLllect, and of an open

heart.

A circumstance recurs to me, which appears to be wor;h

relating, as U marks the. powers of memory a:id of observation,

familiar to this youthful scholar, entirely self-taught. lie \\T. no

hafiniit, but he had picked up in transla ( 5>n many interesting

passages of the Latin poets. One day, the bishop made a remark

upon the oak, and his young vHter a<ked him, with blushing

Immililv,
" if it was true, as Virpil said, th:it an oak rose above

the eartli, in proportion to the depth of its root." The Bishop

turning from him to his relation, said :
" That young man has a

rery inielligent mind
;
he has read Virgil to (rood account, and as

every book shoitlilbe read." Ilis relation smiled, and said,
u

?.fy

lord, you'll think him an impostor, if I don't undeceive you : he

has road no Virgil, but in Dryden."

This admired prelate's letter upon the subject of his death will

be annexed.

Karl St. Vincent had become first lord of the Admiralty. He

retained his predilection for (he midshipman, though he had never

net with him since they parted in the Mediterranean- But he justi-

fied the impression which he had formed of him (it. that short and.

fugitive intercourse) by a marked t'loge upon him. to me, as re,

suiting from what he had recently heard of him, as uell a> from

Jiis o\yn comments upon him vheu they had, been at sea together.
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He called him <c a noble creature^ and said,
c < If I live, and

keep my office, he shall not complain that I desert him."*

What an amiable picture of encouragement for youthful enter,

prize, and of countenance to inferior officers ! Under impressions

like these, when I had scarcely any acquaintance with him, and

solicited by no political interest, he obtained for him, in May, 1802,

the rank of master and commander, which he followed up with an

appointment, as captain of the Terror bomb, ir^ March, 1803.

He had scarcely been fledged in this command, before he made

himself the favourite of Captain Owen, whom to name, is to super-

sede the necessity of recording his talents and spirit. Under that

entcrprizing officer he had the honour to serve, and spoke of him

in the most glowing terms of panegyric. I cannot forbear in this

place to give a little specimen of his youthful style, in its comic

playfulness. In one of his letters to a sister, whom he loved

beyond expression, he marked at the same time his contempt for

gasconade, and his turn for humour. It was meant as a banter

upon some of the gazettes. After he had paid (in a serious part of

the same letter) just homage to this admired officer, he adds the

following report :

(COPY.) Terror, off Boulogne, Aug. 1803.

" We have knocked a few houses down

Killed fifty or sixty old women !

Lost ail our crockery and glass !

Deafened by the mortars for a week.

THE CAPTAIX OF THE TERROR.**

But in the following September, he signalized his valour, skill,

and judgment, under that accomplished and most able officer, Sir

James Saumarcz ; who, in the London Gazette of September,

1803, spoke of him in the following terms :
" The various

services on which Captain Maclcod, of the Sulphur, and Cap-

tain Ilardinge, of the Terror, have been employed, have been

already sufficiently known : but I will venture to assert, that in,

no one instance could they have displayed greater zeal and gallantry

than on the prc.-ent occasion." T *

* Like an affectionate parent, he kept him close to the habits oi the str

vice, and uitijit him off, as he expressed it himself to a ship. It was the

Sirins, Captain King, at Plymouth. -

f Vide XAVAL CHRONICLE, Vol. X. page 337. The circumstance to

ivhich the letter of Sir J. Sauvnarez relates, was the bombardment ofGranviile*
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It Is evident, from the admiral's allusion to the former services

f Captain Hardinge, that he had then obtained a high character.

The Earl of St.
'

incent was much pleased that his favourite had

began so well. In a letter to a relation, dated September 24,

1803
;

the captain says that "* * *
*, who never loses for

a moment the sight of his interest or of his credit, has received a

letter from Earl St. Vincent, which honours and gratifies him by

marking, in the kindest manner
;
that he is affectionately interested

for his welfare."

It happened, that by these exertions in the attack upon Gran.

ville, the Terror became so crippled, as to be of no farther use

.for active and foreign service : she was turned, as he expressed it,

iato a sea zcafckma/i^ being only used for signals.

Before he had acquired this notice in the Gazette, and before he

had served under Captain Owen, he had been stationed off Hams-

gate, when the Princess of Wales passed the summer there. Her

royal highness honoured him with her countenance and protection,

which at a later period was renewed in the most gracious manner.

These obligations were conferred upon a mind in which the me.

mory and grateful sense of them were never obliterated.

At a late period of 1803, or in January, 1804, he was appointed

captain of a newly-built sloop of W-ar, the Scorpion, of 18 guns.

Here two circumstances deserve to be related : ( I) the captain,

when serving on board the Terror, as a signal ship, had very often

heard of this vessel, as a favourite of many competitors. He told

his relations (in his playful style) how
il desirable " she was; and

would often say, "that he dreamt of her." One of thcn^, who

was upon the alert, applied for it, and was told by Lord St. Vin-

cent,
" that he could not gratify him by giving him that ship at

his request, inasmuch as it was pre-engaged, and was intended for

Captain Hardinge, of the Terror." With such playful manners

he improved, by seeming to Jessen, the ^ alue of the gift. He added,
*' that no hiut of it was to be given, ttll the appointment could

be officially notified." This injunction was obeyed, and the.

(enamoured) captain had begun to despair, when he had iu fact

obtained his prize.

(2.) Though delighted with his acquisition, he was averse to the

North Sea, and he desired his relations to obtain for him, if they

could, any other destination. They would not gratify him, or

J
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make his request known to his patron. This want of cour-

tesy to his claims upon them had a most fortunate result for hk

credit and for his advancement. It marks the wisdom of accept-

ing without reserve, and without hesitation, whatever naval

appointment happens to be offered.

I shall enliven the narrative, and give a picture of his comic

style, and of ias manly character. Perhaps it may not be ii.'perti-

uent here to give his own words, because they mark the humour

as well as the disciplined spirit of his mind :
" Y"ou have misunder-

stood me if you think I can hesitate or complain, or ' intimate

undue preferences,' which are your words: whatever scene of

action or of tamer service may be destined for me by superiors, I

know that some are to accept these duties, and must of course ex-

pect them as well as my neighbours. But as to wishes or prefer-

ences of taste, we must ail of us have them as well as Archer^ who

did not like p/'g. If Tamerlane should come to us that way, I

should like this very scene the best."

He had scarcely arrived off the Texcl, under Admiral Thornbo-

rough, before he captured the Dutch war-sloop Atalante, under

circumstances of such heroism, ability, and persevering spirit,

that he was expressly made a post captain for it, and obtained

a sword of a hundred guineas value, the almost immediate gift

of the committee at Lloyd's coffee-house.*

The letter of Captain Hardinge to Admiral Thornborough was

of Spartan brevity ; but in an epistle to one of his relations he

gave scope to his feelings. I am happy to supply this popular and

circulated record of naval characters with a copy of that most

affecting picture. The person to Avhom it was addressed, has

often said,
*' that he ought (hen to have died of hisjoy." But he

was reserved for more laurels of the hero whom he loved, and for

the doom, to survive not them, for they are living but the hero

himself, who, except in his fame, breathes no more. It must not

a little interest the reader's pride, as an Englishman^ that such a

letter as that of Lord Keith should have been written. What an

encouragement is there given to youth, valour, and modesty I

*
Captain Hardinge was made post on tlie 10th of April, 1804. The

official accounts of this action arc given in the Xltli volume of the NAVAL.

CHROMCLE, page 409 to 4H.
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liow is the policy of the service improved, since the rigid asperities

of the naval character, in men of such high professional rank, has

been thus exchanged for the delicacy of those attentions to the

rising fame of a gallant spirit ! It was in Lord Keith an impression

of the moment, as attracted by the humble and silent claim of a

boy in years, to whom he had no personal attachment, or to any
of his connections:

"
Although," said his lordship,

" the brilliancy of this service can re-

ceive no additional lustre from any rm< ... .endution it is in my power to

bestow, I obey the dictates, both of duty and of inclination, in recommend-

ing the distinguished services of Captains Ilardinge and Felly, and of the

Mii'xers and mm employed under them, to the consideration of their lord-

ships; who will not tail to observe the delicacy with which Captain liar,

dinge refrains, in his narrative to Admiral Thorn borough, from any mention

whatever of himself; nor to recollect, that Captain I'ellv was promoted to

the rank or' a commander, in consequence of his having been severely

wounded, in the performance of his duty before Boulogne."

The letter of Admiral Thornborongh is penned in the same kind

and liberal spirit. The following is Captain Hardinge's letter to

his friend :-

(COPY.)
"

itY F.vr.R DEAREST rHir.MD, Scorpion, April, 1804.

4t I am on my way to the More, after six days of severe, but unrcpenlr<j

fatigue, and have sixty Dutch prisoners on board. We are accompanied by
<..': Ataluntc, a Dutch wai-brig, of sixteen guns, prize to us.

"
I was ordered on the '28th to reconnoitre at Vlie, and perceived a

couple of the enemy's brigs at anchor in the n>:idd : despairing to reach

ihem with my ship, on account of ;Le shoals that surrounded the enhance,

1 determined upon a dash at the outermost one in the boats, if a good

opportunity could be found or made. It came, unsolicited, Al arch 31.

Pneppritig to embark, we accidentally were joined by the Beaver sloop, who

oiTered us !wr boat*, to act in concert with ours : we accepted the re-en-

forcement, under an impression, that it would spare lives on both sides, and

would shorten the contest. At half-past nine in the evening we began the

enterprizc. Captain Pclly, an intelligent and spirited oiiiccr, did me the

honour to serve under me, as a vulumcer, in one of his boats. We had

near sixty men, including officers, headed by your bumble servant, iu the

foremost boat. As we rowed with tide tloo.l, we arrived alongside the

enemy at half past eleven. 1 had the good fortune, or (us by some it ha*

been considered) the honour, to be the tirst man who boarded her. She

was prepared for us, with board-nettings tip, and with all the other cus-

tomary implement : of defence. But the noise and the alarm, &c. cVc.* so

* This &c. &ic. is full of character.
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intimidated her crew, that many of them ran below in a panic, leaving to

ns the painful task of combating those whom we respected the most.

The decks were slippery, in consequence of rain; so that grappling; with

my first opponent, a mate of the watch, I fell, but recovered my positio?7,

fought him upon equal terms, aifd killed him. I then engaged the captain,
as brave a man as any service ever boasted : he had almost killed one of my
seamen. To my shame be it spoken, he disarmed me, and was on the

point Off killing me, when a seaman* df mine came np, rescued me at the

peril of his own life, and enabled me to recover my sword.
" At this time all the men were come from the .-boats, and were in

possession of the deck. Two were going to fall upou the captain at once.

I ran upt held them back and then adjured him to accept quarter.

With inflexible heroism, he disdained the gift, kept us at buy, and com-

pelled us to kill him. He fell, covered with honourable wounds.
" The vessel was ours, and we secured the hatches, which, headed by a

lieutenant, who has received a desperate wound, they attempted repeatedly

to force.

" Thus far we had been fortunate ; but we had another enemy to tight:

it was the element: a sudden gale, and slui'ted ,-:::;uiist us, impeded all the

efforts we could make ; but as we had made the capture, we determined, at

all events, to sustain it, or to perish. We made the Dutch helaw surren-

der; put forty of them into their own irons, and stationed our men to their

guns; brought the powder up, and made all the necessary arrangements to

attack the other brig. But as the day broke, and without abatement of the

wind, she was off, at such a distance, and in such a position, that we had

no chance to reach her. In this extremity of peril we remained ei^ht-and-

forty hours. Two of the boats had broken adrift from us, and two had

swampt alongside : the wind shifted again, and we made a push to extri-

cate ourselves, but found the navigation so difficult, that it required the

intense labour of three days to accomplish it. We carried the point at

last, and were commended by the admiral for our perseverance.
" You will see in the gazette my letter to him : 1 aimed at mode?ty, and

am a little afraid, that m-pursuit of that object, I may have left material

facts a little too indefinite, if not obscure.
" The Atalante's captain, and four others, are killed ; eleven arc

wounded, and so dreadfully, that our surgeon thinks every one of them will

die.

" To the end of my existence I shall regr: t the captain. He was a per-

fect hero; and if his crew had bceu like him, critical indeed would have-

been our peril.
" The Atalante is much larger than my vessel, and. she mounted sixteen

long twelve-pounders: we have not a single brig that is equal to that

* lie thought so when he wrote, but it proved upon inquiry to be a mis-

take: Mr. \illiums, the master, had this honour, and was proud of it.

Captain Hurdinge desired him to accept the sword he had used in tiie enter-

prize .

t This would make a subject fora picture.
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calibre. Her intended complement was two hundred men, but she had

only, as it happened, seventy-six on board.

"
I expect your joy by the return of post ever affectionately and grate-

fully yours,

" P.S. In two days after the captain's death he was buried, with all the

naval honours in ray power to bestow upon him. During the ceremony of

his interment, the English colours disappeared, and the Dutch were hoisted

in their place. All the Dutch prisoners were liberated ; one of them
delivered an tlogc upon the hero they had lost, and we fired three vollies

over him as he descended into the deep."

This admirable detail of the enterprise is the more necessary to

be circulated, because it will correct and refute a most injurious

misconception of the Dutch captain's death and character, \vhich

found its way into some of the newspapers. It was there asserted,

that he answered the overture of quarter made him by Captain

Hardinge, with a pistol, which he fired at his head, and that he .. as

then killed by the sword of the person whose life he had so un-

gratefully endangered.

I shall now offer to superior judgments a remark or two upon,

the enterprise itself.

The direction of the admiral was only
" to look and report.

11

It was answered by the capture.

It is the almost universal habit for the captain, when his boats

are dc.: ached for the purpose of boarding, to remain in the ship ;

nor am I ;uvare of a departure from that usage, but in the.memor-

able and glorious capture of the Hermione, by Sir Edward

Hamilton.* The conduct, therefore, of Captain Hardinge, in

heading the enterprise, and in. being the first man who boarded the

enemy, at the risk of censure if he had failed, is a feature of true

heroism and public spirit.

When the night, and the well-grounded expectation of an ob-

stinate resistance by two hundred men, prepared for defence, are

* Vide NAVAL CUROXICI.E, .Vol. V. page 5.

8ol.XX. N x



274 BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIR OF THE

taken into the calculation of peril, the valour of the achievement is

more elevated still.

But, above all, the goodness of heart, which laments over the

adversary, and makes him the hero, cannot be too much admired

or emulated. I have seen fhe tear in his eye upon the subject ; and

the memory of it oppressed him, as if he had lost a relation or

friend whom he loved.

This private letter is the best of all portraits : it M as written to

a bosom friend, and has drawn the living character of the heart,

which glows in the pen. It gives, by relating facts or opinions,

tinder the impression of the moment, with modesfy, and in a vein

of confidence, the habits and principles of the character. It

proves the writer (through his modesty ifself*) the English hero

intrepid, persevering, and generous. It marks at the same lime

those eloquent, but unaffected, powers of style, which, in him,

were the happy effccfs of taste and good sense, elevated into a

higher strain, by honourable sentiments, and by that " noble izay

of thinking" (to adopt the words of his friend) which inspired his

character.

Before a subject of greater importance is entered on, it may not

be amiss to record a peculiar incident, which tends to mark the

powers of Captain Hardinge's naral memory. In the summer of

1804, as he was dining at Ride, in the Lie of Wight, with his un-

cle, Sir Richard Hardinge, who had been a seaman, as an East India

captain, and Mr. Hardinge, the judge, they took out their glass.

The last mentioned gentleman could distinguish nothing beyond the

general appearance of a ship ; but Sir Richard immediately an.

nounced the approach of a man of war. Captain Hardinge, the mo-

ment that he took the glass, exclaimed,
" The Vil!e de Paris !" Sir

Richard laughed at him, and said,
" In the first place, it cannot be,

for that ship is not expected home ; and, in the next place, if it

Ivere true, you could not be sure of it so far off." Captain Har-

dinge looked again, and repeated,
" The Ville de Paris." This

* He was always upon his guard against vanity, even in the confidence of

playful intercourse. In a letter to me is this excellent banter upon himself:
*

Pray, commend my zeal and address iti manning the ship within so little

pme pretty well for a modest officer! you remember what Ranger says to

oneof us: ' There is a degree of assurance in you,modest men, that w inu

pudent fellows never can reach.*
"
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produced a wager: and (he first thing seen, on the return of the

party home to Cones, was a cutter, with inlelligencc of Admiral

Cornw allis's return. OH board the I Hie dc l\iris !

Karl St. Vincent, that firm and affectionate patron of his naval

sow, resigned ;
and Viscount Melville succeeded.

Captain Ilardinge, having lost the command of his war-sloop,

on account of his new rank, was of course to wait for the com-

mand of some frigate, when it could be obtained for him.

One should have hoped that, after an action of such eclat
^
he

would soon have been possessed of a deirable ship, and, with it,

of some animated station, that would have enab'ed him to follow

ii])
his blow, in credit to himself, and utility to the public. Hut

it so happened, that from this period a series of naval disappoint-

ments (\ call them by no oilier name), clouded the short remain-

der of his exemplary life, till the accident arose which terminated

all his IIOJKS in this world, but with a naval enterprise which, had

bis life been spared, M'ould have made him in future an habitual

favourite of the executive government, in the naval branch of it.

lie panted in vain for an open theatre, and for a sea room," as

he called it. But though he could not accomplish it, and was

traversed in ;ill his Haltered hopes to obtain it, his naval character

look a depth of root, which no Misadventure could shake. It was

confirmed in the opinion of naval men, who had opportunity of

intercourse with him, and were disinterested judges of his merit;

it found its way to the hearts of his brother officers, and of his

crew. This reminds me of an application made by those who had

served under him ia the capture of the Atalante, and who solicited

but in vain, to follow him in crcrj future ship or destination of

(he. hero they admired and loved. The passive courage of his

temper, and the inflexible energy of his animal
spirits, enabled

him to encounter, with heroism of the best kind, these goading
adversities.

The first command which he Obtained was that of the Proselyfe
in August, 180J. She hud been a .Newcastle collier, and had
been patched into the name of twenty-gun frigate, a name she ill

deserved.* No other ship could be found (as he was told) for

* "
[ should like," said her commander, in :i loiter to a friend,

'
to be

ki* feet Inch ;
and I shall reach that hciht, when I can repair the defects of

bluduinc Jr'rost'lytf."
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him. So much for the ship : now for the service. He -was ordered

imi,,ediateli) to the West Indies, with a convoy : this injunction,

with his accustomed alacrity, was obeyed in the outset, but

ere he left Portsmouth, his relations interfered, and success-

fully, against this pr< ject for his advancement, without imputing
a shadow of blame (nor is it imputed now) to the appointment
eitner 01 ship or of climate. They deprecated the effect of the

West Indian climate upon his very sanguine habit ; and they had

received a discouraging impression of the ship from naval men.

Their exertions obtained his removal into another frigate, and a

more acceptable scene of action.

When he was in the act of preparing this inauspicious frigate for

sea, her R. H. the Princess of Wales remembered the captain of the

Terror; again took the most generous notice of him invited him

to parties, where he met persons of high rank and of interesting

characters; expressed the highest opinion of him, and more than

once condescended, herself, to patronize the wishes of his friends.

He was, however, to be again devoted to misfortune. The

Valorous, conferred upon him, January, 1805, had been described,

both to himself and tlie Admiralty Board, as one of the best ships in

the service. During his equipment of this vessel, he was honoured

again with kind and gracious attentions from the same august

personage, and was again most gratefully impressed by the honour

shewn to him. The Valorous was named by his own friends to

Lord Mi'tvilie, who gave it him, at their instance, but with a

similar impression of its value.* She was, in truth, so desperate,

that, after peril of his life in the experiment, he convinced the

commissioners who were to examine her, by the ordeal of a hard

gale very near home, how incompetent she Mas, to any use, in

that class of ships Upon the report made by them,t she vsas cut

down into a war-sloop.

* I remember seeing a letter from him, dated Valorous, in Dungeness

Bay; it stated, that hr Karl been three days from the Downs, heating up for

that place a clay's passage in n good or tolerable ship of this class; and

that he had hccn told, his ship was to be surveyed by two experienced officers,

\vlio were to report her qualities in a good stiff breeze ;
that he had no doubt

of the result, and wished for the experiment.
t He wrote an account of the survey and of its result:

"
Captains Lobb

and Malbon have surveyed us. It's just as I wished anil foretold. It blew
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Let us rcail his own manly, temperate, and fair account of this

transaction: " I have been deceived by a false picture. They
told me ' she was a Cormorant' a ship with whose merits I hadl

been acquainted, and was happy in the idea of commanding a vessel

compared with her. But this turns out, after ali, to be, at thp

very best, a miscalculated speculation, more whimsical than solid ;

for those three which had been so puffed are universally deemed by

all the builders whom I have reached as perfectly unequal to the

rank they are called upon to fill. They have acquired the name

of pramesj in imitation of Buonaparte's flotilla.

" The worst of the adventure is, that 1 courted from description

alone ;
but that having asked and obtained, I feel a shame at the con-

fession that 1 was deceived. 1 impute no blame to Lord Melville."

I remember one trait of him, when he despaired of a removal

from this frigate, or of serving his country with effect (as con-

tinuing to command so feeble a ship), which cannot be supprcssedj

because it makes a feature in the portrait of his character. * Wheo

I look at OicenJ' he said (pointing at the incomparable officer of

that name),
" I feel it, impertinence to complain. How little is

he advanced in the career of naval preferment that noble crea-

ture, whose conduct is an example, almost unrivalled, of enter-

prise, abilitv, and perseverance ! Vet I do not presume to censure*

the executive government; but so it. is : but I take the best part

of that precedent, \\iiich is, that ho does not complain, and that

his character does not feel it. He perseveres, and waifs : must not

I (at such a distance of inferior merit, from him) do the same

tea// and pe/'ye'ccrc ?

The captain was adrift again. The writer of this memoir hap-

pens personally to know, (hat a very experienced and celebrated

naval officer, of high rank in the service, having accidentally seen

enough to invite the experiment. I weighed, and the Cyuner with me,
commanded by an old friend, Maeleod. \Ve returned in a fnv hours to

anchorage, having almost upset the ship, though rmr companion hrul more

sail, who is also unable to carry much. I learnt with infinite satisfaction

that it's their determination to report incapacity in stronger terms than I

cQuid venture to use, but which, othcialiy as coming from them, will induce

our superiors to shift her establishment altogether: at present she is not

safe.' This I knew, but would not lot you know it, lest you should accuse

me (as you have sometimes playfully done) of growling a bud h;iidt. which,

if encouraged, clings to a man for his life."
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this vessel at Liverpool, just after she was built, prophetically

marked her doom. The Admiralty Board had been misinformed,
and were misled-

Lord Melville resigned ;
and Lord Barhain succeeded : at the

instance of Earl Caraden (the first cousin to his father). Captain

Hanlinge was honoured with an offer of the Salsette, a thirty-six

gun frigate, which Lord Barham described as newly built, of teak

wood, at Bombay, and as being ready, at all points, for the Cap-

tain's instant command of her, on his arrival there, equipped and

manned. The history of that frigate, in the sequel of this memoir,

will astonish the reader. He accepted the offer most gratefully,

and sailed as a passenger on board the Bcllujueux, Captain Byng

(the same excellent officer and amiable man who had the painful

duty of reporting hisdeath). Here an opportunity occurs of mark-

ing his affectionate sentiments. He parted from a dear friend in

the following words, that came from his heart :

"
Amongst the sensations which an event like this awakens, the only

painful one is, that I am to he separated from those 1 love, and fur a period

so indefinite. But no space or time can ever separate me from yon."

\V
:
hat a favourite he was in that ship has bet n attested by

an officer of it, who told me, that " when Captain Byng, who kept

early hours, had retired into his bed. Captain Jiardinge
' shifted

his flag,' as he expressed it, into the party of the lieutenants,

and that he delighted them with his companionable talents,"

in which few surpassed him.

At the Cape of Good Hope he volunteered his aid, and com-

manded the marines :
" This will detain me," said h^,

*' from

the Salsette, whom I lung to embrace ;
but what cannot be averted

must be encountered with fortitude." Again jus name found its \\ay

into the gazette.

On his arrival at Bombay, he discovered the Salsette, or at least

a new frigate of that name (and the only one he could find), Just

begun to be formed I He repaired immediately to Madras, and

presented his letters of credence to Sir Edward Pellew, who was

the naval commander-in-chief. These letters were accompanied by

his commission for the Salsettc: one of the letters had been written

by Earl St. Vincent, who had no power then but that of his per.

fional influence and character. Jf he had really been (as he playfully
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called himself) \\\* fatJirr, he could not have written it with morn

zeal Tor his welfare and for liis honour, which last he knew to be

inseparable from the first. His admiral consoled him for the

disappointment, and assured him " that it was a mistake of the

name, for that instead of the Salsette, then just born, the ncvr

frigate intended for him was the Pitt, which had been railed the

Salsette; that she was then cruisi <g off the Isle of France, under

the command of (Captain Bafhurst, as her provisional captain ;

(hat she would return to Madras in a fow months, and that Capfa'u

llardinge should be 'then put into complete possession of her."

With his pen he altered the name of Salsette into that of the Pitt;

he offered him, in the mean time, an immediate command of the

St. Fiorenzo, a very admired frigate in her day, but super-

annuated and crippled. When Captain Bathurst returned, he

induced the admiral to continue him in the command, and leave

Captain llardinge in the other frigate. After some unprojitall-

cruises (in all senses of the term), and after one of them, in par-

ticular, which in a gale endangered his life, she was ordered in to

repair, and the captain was, of course, to sit with his hands before

him. He had frequent promises of active employment, but

remained captain of that crazy vessel (dangerous when attempted

in service, or asleep when laid up), and without hopes of seeing

(to use his own figure)
" one enemy's face." He had begun a

very animated letter in the course of last year, with transports of

joy, under the impression that he was in actual chase of la Pied-

montaise, which had been the terror of the Indian sea, and,

though speaking with modesty of himself, expressed a zealous

hope to rescue the settlement from so mischievous a neighbour, by
the help of his crew, whom he described, as if he loved every one

of them to his heart, and as if they were his children. Bi;t .she

outsailed him, and escaped.

What, in the mean time, is become of the Pitt ? I told the reader

that he would be astonished at the history of the Salsctte, and I

will now redeem that pledge I'll keep my word.

The Pitt has resumed the name of the Salsette, and in that very

name has enabled her captain (a very deserving and gallant officer)

to obtain valuable prizes in the Baltic. One of them will be found

in a gazette not a fortnight prior to that which notifies the dea h

*f her intended commander, Captain llardinge !
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The admiral has made an excursion from this settlement. Ii na$

terminated in his performance of an important service, by the

destruction of all that remained of the Dutch navy in the east.

He took with him frigates ;
but the St. Fiorenzo was not one of

them. II,orc, as upon the subject of other and similar incidents,

I attribute no blame to the conduct of naval sup*criors ; but relate

facts, relate them as incidents, and lament the facility of them.

When the St. Fiorenzo had been repaired at Bombay, in Octo-

fccr, 1807, that is, had been rendered, as her captain expresses it,

"
barely effective, but not eligible^ and rather aafa than sound,"

the admiral (with all his efficient naval force) having left that part

of the east, Captain Ilardirrge, as the senior officer then at Horn-

bay, was offered, in the December following, the advantage of

carrying treasure to Bengal. Though he had not made one cap-

ture, since he took the Atalanfc, in March, 1804, and though he

had incurred heavy expenses in his baffled course to the east, he

would have rejected this offer, if the admiral could then have sub-

stituted an arrangement more congenial to his naval spirit (for.

except as the means of being generous to others, he had a contempt

for the purse). But under the existing circumstances he accepted

the offer, and was to receive, as I understood, a thousand guineas

for the carriage, or (to use the naval term) freightage of this

treasure. It was in the performance of that humble task that \vc

find him at Port de Galle, in February, 1808.

In his letter from thence (almost the very last that came from

his pen) bearing date February 8, 1808, he despairs of enterprise,

and is returning to Bombay. He was ill prepared for a conflict,

except in the resources of his own personal heroism, assisted and

sustained by that of his crew, who loved him as he loved them.

They were few, and sickly ; one of the lieutenants had been left

behind them in a very alarming state of health. A letter from him,

dated from Cheltenham, will appear, aud will supersede all praise

of the officer by whom it was written. It will prove how his cap-

tain was beloved.

The writer of this memoir, not being a naval officer, is unequal

to the task of describing the action with the Piedmontaise, as far as

the details of it have reached him. But he appeals to the illustrious

patron of Capt. H. for its renown, and will close the memoir with

a copy of his letter upon the subject, which reflects no less honour

7



LATE CAPTAIN GEORGE NICHOLAS HAfeDixcc. 281

Upon him (veteran as he is in fame) than upon his departed friend,

and is a living portrait of his ovni generous mind.* This we

knoic, that a thirty-ci^ht gun frigate, superannuated, and mus-

tering a hundred and eighty-six men, chiefly invalids, fought three

actions with a Jifiy-guni frigate, mustering three hundred and

sixty-six men, besides t:co hundred Lascars to work the sails,

overcame, and captured her by the irresistible effect of perse-

Tering enterprise and valour.

Captain Hardinge considered these latter years of his life as

thrown away and lost. He appears to have utterly despaired of

additional honours in the service he loved. But he was never dis-

pirited, and his fertile mind could not sleep, as long as it com-

manded resources within itself. He again, as iu the Mediterra-

nean, studied customs, manners, and characters. His letters are

acute, as well as entertaining ;
full of spirit and wit, but shrewd

in sngucity of comment, and sometimes (but playfully) & little

satirical. He describes in one of them, better than I ever sa\v it

painted, the suicide of an eastern widov,-, but with inferences

from it, above all praise, of a better kind, for pathetic eloquence,

and beautiful sentiments of humanity.

There is no chance of describing, in terms equal to its value and

spirit, his love to his relations and friends. That he despised

Meulth, as the means of selfish enjoyment, has been already inti-

mated; but the writer is proud of the occasion to lay before the

reader two features of his liberal character, both as they mark his

love to his own family, and as they point at the chancier of that

Interest which he destined for all present or future acquisitions

to his fortune: He had scarcely accepted the oft'er at Bombay,
before he directed a hundred and fifty guineas to ho expended in

the portrait Of his eldest uncle. He toid Captain Muithnd (the

accomplished and gallant son of the Karl of Lauderdale), hi*

bosom friend, that u he determined, after payment of his debts,

to appropiiute any overplus, tor the purchase of a majority, and

* The otticiul annunciation of the enquire of the Piedmontaise, ami the

death of Captain Hardi ludatpsge i.0ti uf tuJ-> volume. Tsvu

detailed uccuuuts also arc
gi .s 14j and 146.

t These were long eigAtec/i-povnderti to vhieli jni;*i be added l

.'-.-'-'\,-iix

on her quarter-deck.

JRJsb. |mm. &o!. XX, o o
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forward the gift of it, by him, to his next brother, Henry," now a

captain of the 7th upon the staff in Portugal, and wounded in

the second of the battles there ; a very accomplished and pro-

mising officer.

Nothing has yet been said upon the topic of religion. But the

writer of this memoir, who loves the sea, and is proud (as an

Englishman) of all its numerous heroes, wishes to impress upon
his reader the faet, that Captain Hardinge, a naval hero, and as

brave a man as ever lived, has never been surpassed in humanity,

and was a firm Christian.

In 1799 I was much in habits with him, and they were habits of

confidence : one day, I challenged him, accidentally, into an argu-

ment in support of Christianity, as the reporter of some topics

which I had recently heard, in opposition to it, from one of those

who are called free-thinkers ; and which, though I hold them a*

cheap as dirt, I coloured as plausibly as I could, in order to give

them fair play, and by way of experiment upon his Christian faith.

I was charmed with his reply : it was humble and modest, but

contained many original topics of reasoning, in support of the

New Testament, which no divine or scholar would have disowned.

Of his modest humility I cannot here suppress a very interesting-

feature, which has recently come to my knowledge. Captain

Maitland, who had heard of the fame which his friend acquired in

the capture of the Atalante, attempted in rain to learn the detail*

of that enterprise from him. He was inflexible to those affec-

tionate importunities, and parried all questions upon it, by the

order of the day. That incident, which has been related in some

of the papers respecting his concealment of the part which he per-

sonally took in the same enterprise, from Admiral Rowley, is a

fact; and it may here be added, that I never saw tiie letter which

lie received from Captain Tyler, soon after his return, in 1804.

It was an tloge upon him, the most affectionate that was ever

penned; and this very circumstance accounts to me for my ignoc

rance of the fact, that any such letter had been received.*

But his ruling passion, subordinate even to his valour and pub-

lic spirit, was humanity. Amongst a thousand other traifs of it,

* From that amiable, able, and spirited officer 1 have received a letter,

which, for modesty, goodness of heart, and generous nffections, gracefully

expressed, is above all praise of mine.
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I recollect, that he took infinite pains with a memorial, which had

boon \\riiten by himself, to recommend an officer of artillery, who
had assisted him on board the Terror, off Gran ville, in 1803.

The honours paid him by General Maitland are too interesting,

and much too noble to be withhold from this report of naval he-

roism ; they shall open the documents annexed :

of the letter zchich the uncle of the lute Cyptain Hardinge
received in August, 1808, from the Honourable Lieutenant*

general Mailland^ governor, $c. of Ceylon.

"
SIR, *

" After the heavy loss you have suffered, in the honourable and glorious

death of your nephew, killed at the end of an action w!,ich phices him se-

cond to none who huve died in the defence of their country, it may be some

consolation, though a melancholy one, to know, that his death \vas no less

immed ate tuun hi gallantry and tiie advantage accruing from it were

brilliant and signal.
" The Piedmontaise had eluded the vigilance of all Other naval officers ;

till, fortunately for Britain, but unfortunately for you, he fell in with your

nephew. Enclosed I have the honour to forward you a copy of an order

which I felt it a duty, as a public man, to issue upon the first arrival of the

intelligence. I have the honour, &c. " T. MAITLAND."

Copy of the Orders enclosed in Lieutenant-geneml Maitlantfs

Letter.

(GENERAL ORDERS>
"

Galle, Head Quarters, 13M March, 1808.

" Lieutenant general Maitland feels it a duty whidi he owes to his sove!'

reign and :iis country, to mark, in the strongest terms, the advantage which.

may arise to the particular branch of his majesty's fceruce in which he is en-

gaged, by drawing their attention to the benefits accruing from gallantry

and perseverance in other departments of the public service.

" He is the more called upon to mark it, from a circumstance which ha*

just come to his knowledge. The St. l-'ioren/o, after an action, second to.

none in tiie splendid annals of British valour, and marked with a degree of

perseverance which has rarely occurred, has towed luto the roads of Co-

lombo (tne capital of this jbland) la Picumontuise, of greatly superior force

in gn:is and men, and which had escaped from the vigilance of his majesty's

navy in this part of the world. i

" He has no doubt that every surviving individual engaged i;i this action

will be requited with marks of royal mumiicence and liberality, sucii as i:avti

been displayed upon similar occasions, by his royal master, and by tht

British nation.
" In the mean time, he feels it bis duty, as representing his sovereign in

this island, to direct that, a; four o'clovk to- morrow evuunjrj the :la^ a*
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the flag-staff of this fort be hoisted half flaw-staff high, and that minute gar.S

b(^,rived agreeable to the number of yea^ Captain Hardinge h;id so honour-

ably lived, when most unfortunately for his friends and for his country his.

career was cut off.

" Those orders will be read at the head of the troops, and similar honours

to the memory of Captain Hardinge will be paid in every fart of this

island."

I promised a letter from the Bishop of Landaff.

(COPY).
MY DEAR SIR, Culgttrth Park, 24th August, 1808.

" What can I say to you upon this heart- breaking event? nothing which

has not struck your own mind : yet I must beg you to believe that I sympa-
thize with you for sympathy like this, be it ever so fruitless, in lessening

grief, is joy itself, compared with neglect.
" When Lord Robert Manners was killed, the king said to the Duke of

Rutland, that ' he had rather have lost three of his best ships;' and surely,

jn perfect justice, he cannot estimate the loss of Captain Ilardinge at a less

price, Yours faithfully,

R. LANDAFF."

An extract from the letter of a lieutenant in the St. Fiorenzo

shall here be inserted.

(COPY).
Cheltenham, Sept. 9, 1803.

" This admired and gallant officer is most universally regretted by all that

Icnew him, and by us (of his profession) the most, because we knew him

the best.

" He conducted himself in the kindest manner. to me ever since he took

the command of the ship; and when I left her at Port de Galle, on account

of a severe indisposition, such expressions of zeal for my welfare and of

personal attachment I experienced from this best of men, as I never shall

experience again, or ever had experienced from others.
" Never in this world has any man been so regretted as the good and,

brave Captain Hardinge, I am, &c. " EDWARD COLLIER."

The lady to iwhom I alluded as having been very ill when he

ran up stairs with his little -shoes in his hand, saw much of him

on his first return from sea ; and, since we lost him, she has beau.,

tifully touched his character,

(COPY).
" To Li; country he is a loss not easily repaired it is irreparable to his

friends. That he gave up his life in the bed of honour, should alleviate our

distress; but that his courage, his abilities, arid his laurels are the least

reasons for our pride in him, is greater satisfaction still.

'* The goodness of his heart, the engaging sweetness of his manners,

the uniform and strict propriety of his conduct a.ud sentiments endeared hirq
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tr> all who ever knew him. and will receive their due recompense from /Ac.

Giter of' all victory the Jut/c of all men."

(COPY).
" MY DF.AR SIR, RocheHs, 3d Sept. 180?.

" I participate sincerely in your grief and regret for the Jo-s of your e^l-

laut young friend and mine, who has left us in the midst of his glorious

career.
' r

consider the enterprise and conflict in which he fell, taking in all the

circumstances of it, as the most eminently distinguished that our naval .-ui-

nals can bo; ; t, and I -ead a short account of the departed hero in yester-

day's Courier, with a melancholy sense of pleasure.
" It can truly be said of him, that he died as he lived an ornament to

his country, uul an honour to those who bear his name.
"

I cannot abstain frutn a tear over him a weakness (for such it is)

which I am not nshamed of confessing to you, whose feelings resemble those

of your ai?ectionate

1 camiet refuse to the public, or to my own feelings, an extract

from a letter of Admiral Tyler to me. It is in these words :

" His latter conduct has placed him amongst the greatest heroes of this

country; and f hope to see his monument in St. Paul's, where the great and

glorious Lord Nelson lies
; a fit and proper companion for our lamented

hero's name and memory.

(Signed)
" CIIAELES TYLER."

Peace to the soul of the hero ! and blessing to his departed

! Fame and affection to his memory upon earth !

HERALDIC PARTICULARS.

In the tour which Captain Hardinge took, in 1805, with hi

relation, they visited Melbourne church, in Derbyshire, and there,

in a separate chancel or chaprl called the Hardinge chancel, they

saw monuments of their ancestors. In the same chancel, and in a

recess, they noticed a very ancient figure of a knight with a shield

upon his arm, and that shield giving the coat now borne by the

JUrdinges, except that it placed the escalop-shells in the field.
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not upon the cheveron. The captain, who had always laughed at

the heralds, entered (with his accustomed humour) into the dis-

cussion of this problem, insisting that he was descended from the

knight, whom he called Sir Ilildcbrand, and reprobating the de-

generacy of the modern Hardinges, \viio had stolen their shells

from ihejield) and had placed them upon the cheveron.

Being in town upon business, he called, at my request, upon a

Jierald whom 1 personally knew : the result of their conference

will best appear in the following letter, which aoi only illustrates

the pedigree, but gives to the public a little of that playful spirit

which made the writer such a favourite in the circle of his rela-

tions and friends.

" MY BEAR TRIEND,

" I am in despair upon Sir Hildebrand, whom ***** will not receive as

my ancestor; but he thinks, from old papers which he has lately found be-

longing to our family, that he can trace us back to Edward III !

"
I sa\y the petition of Gideon Hardinge (and his brother), in which he

states that '
Sir Robert Hardinge, at, the Derby visitation, disputed with

Dugdale upon the fees, and, therefore, nothing was done.' The petition

prayed that* their coat, which this (penurious) ancestor of mine, and those

before him had worn for a hundred years, might be registered.' The petition

was granted, but a condition xvas annexed,
' that our cheveron and 'scalop-

shells were to be also borne upon the mitre, to distinguish us from the Fitz-

hardings :' why such a distinction should be forced upon us, to do the Fitz-

hardings honour at our cost, 1 despair to guess, unless power means right

upon St. Bennet's-hill. He thinks our coat engrafted upon the Melbournes ;

yet he says they were extinct in the reign of Henry VJf. and it is evident

from the petition of Gideon, that liis cheveron had three 'scalops upon it,

whereas, my Sir Hildebrand, in Melbourne church, has them -upon the field.
" In short, the noble science of the herald admits of so much latitude,

that I think a ducalfee would enable me to quarter a ducal bearing. I hinted

(with proper delicacy, and with softening colours) this idea to *****, who

assured me, with alarming solemnity, that if the uncharitable world may
have given them credit for such preversions, his conscience would not allow

him to give any man a coat of arms to which he had not a just claim. He
added, that his predecessor, Dugdale, was a liberal man, whom pecuniary
circumstances would never have influenced

; yet the fact stated by Gideon

(and which does not seem to be disputed by the college) has an awkward

appearance. I asked him what it would cost my uncles to examine the re-

cords in the Tower, so as to be carried back as far as Edward
;
he said,

with infinite gravity,
' A mere trifle: 1001. at the most.' Herald as he is

up to the chin, I am very much pleased with him. lie is intelligent, well-.

bred, and liberuj.

I am affectionately yours,
< G. x, HARDINGE;'
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Captain Hardinge is lineally descended from Sir Robert Har-

,
Knt. of King's-Ncwton, in the parish of Melbourne, and

county of Derby. His family had been seated as early as the

'20th year of Henry VII. He was a chief justice in Eyre, and
recorder of Newark : his ancestors had been of Melbourne for

upwards of a century. He was of great use to Charles I. in his

war against the rebels. He married the sister and heiress of Sir

Hubert Sprignell, Bart, who died young, and of whom Sir Peter

Ldy, his personal friend, has painted the portrait, which is

perhaps the best picture of his hand : it is preserved in the family,
and rnuch admired ;

it presents a beautiful, though serious coun-

tenance. He was an accomplished youth, fond of learning, and a

very deep scholar.

His son, Robert Hardinge, Esq. was the father of Nicholas Har-

dinge, Esq. of Canbury House, near Kingston.upon-Thames, lord

of the manor of Canbury, and rector of the parishes of Kingston,

Richmond, Kew, Petersham, Thames Ditton, and Moulsey.
Nicholas Hardinge, Esq. was the father of Nicholas, the second

of that name in the modern race. lie died without issue male,
and left the Kingston estates to his first cousin, the late Nicholas

}|ardinge, Esq. eldest son of his father's younger brother, Gideon,
vicar of Kingston, &c. by his brother's gift.

Gideon had two sons and a daughter; Nicholas, the eldest, was

first clerk to the House of Commons, and joint secretary of the

Treasury : he died in 1758. Caleb Hardinge, M.D. was the

youngest. Mary, the daughter, married the late Sir John Stracey,
Knt. recorder of London. I'icholas Hardinge married, in 1738,
Jane Pratt, who was daughter of the late Sir John Pratt, chief

justice of the King's Bench, and si-.ter to the late Ear! Camdea.

By her, \vho died upon the 17th of May, 1807, he had a nu-

merous issue. The surviving sons are George, Henry, and

Richard : George is the eldest; Henry, the next brother, was Cap.
tain Hardinge's father. He has the rectory of Stanhope, the

richest preferment of that class in the kingdom. Richard, the

youngest, Mas civateil a baronet, 4th August, 1801.

ARMS. Gules on a cheveron, argent, fimbriated or, three es-

calops, sable.

CUEST. On a wreath of the colours, a mitre gules, garnished

or, thereon a like cheveron chared and fimbriated as aforesaid.

The Editor cannot forbear to express the hope, that some addi.

tion to these family-arms may be conferred, so as to perpetuate

{he memory of this able and gallant officer, though he has left no

descendants of his own.
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NANTES IW GUH6ITE VASTO,

SHORT ACCOUNT OF THE LATE CAPTAIN SHIPLEY.*

CAPTAIN
CONWAY SHIPLEY was the second surviving

son of the Rev. W- D. Shipley, Dean of St. Asaph. He
cutered into the naval profession at a very tender age, in. the year

1793, under the promotion of the Hon. T. Pakenham, in the

Invincible, of 74 guns, and displayed (in that ship, during the

ever-memorable action of the 1st of June, 1794) traits of courage

rarely to be met with. He served the remainder of his time as

midshipman, with Sir R. Barlow, in the Phoebe frigate, auJ was

made lieutenant in 1800. He was made a post captain in 1804,

by Sir Samuel Hood, at Surinam ; his commission, however, was

dated previously in England, as a reward for his gallantry in the

capture of PEgyptienne French frigate privateer, of 36 guns,

Captain Shipley then commanding the Hippomenes, of 18.+ The

privateer had some days previously been engaged by the Osprey

sloop, commanded by the late Captain George Younghusband, and

in consequence made but a faint resistance : th-;t did not lessen the

credit due to Captain Shipley, who, in a corvette with only 93

men, 36 of whom were foreigners, attacked a frigate with a com-

plement not far short of 300 meu. But his letter upon the sub-

ject to Sir S. Hood, will ever be preserved as a memento of modest

merit : without attaching the lemt praise to himself, he delineated

the heroism of Captain Younghusband and his crew in such colours

as must have drawn ad: >:-ation from every peruser. Upon Sir

Samuel Hood being appointed commodore of a squadron, in the

winter of 1806, he i, ;.'.:
dfor Captain Shipley's vessel, theComus,

of 2Q guns, to accompany him. A stronger proof of the esteem

which that gallant officer held the deceased in could not be

adduced, the Comus being far from a desirable ship for such aa

expedition.

Captain Conway Shipley was a native of Flintshire, in North

Wales ; in the '2Cth year of his age, tall and graceful in his person,

* Some particulars of the unfortunate death of this gallant otlicer, iii

^attempting to cut out a conette from under the fort of Ik-lem, at Lisbon,
will be found at page 440.

t Vide NAVAL CHRONICLE, Vol. XII. page 72.

5
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firm in Ins attachments, an invaluable friend, and most engaging

in his manners. Perhaps there never existed an individual who

more emin-ntly possessed the power of inspiring all whom he com-

manded with sentiments similar to his* own; what those sentiments

wore, his life, short, alas ! as it was, and his glorious fall, have

revealed.*

ANECDOTES OF THE RUSSIAN ADMIRAL, RIBAS.

JOSEPH RIBAS, a Neapolitan, of Spanish extraction, possessed

in a supreme degree all the vices of his countrymen, w ithout any
of their good qualities. Singing, dancing, drinking, versed in

various languages, and full of builoonery, he was admitted into all

the bacchanalian orgies; never was a man more supple, wary,

Jesuitical, vile, crafty, and hypocritical. Being banished from some

of (he states of Italy on account of his mal-practices, he took

refuge at Leghorn, at the time the famous Orlo\v commanded the

Russian fleet. Orlow found Hibas a useful instrument in the

infamous plot he had meditated of carrying off the unfortunate

daughter of the Empress Elizabeth. After this scandalous exploit,

Ribas considering he had rendered an e.s e ential service to Russia,

went to Petersburg with a recommendation from Orlow. He was

first placed in a corps of land cadets. In that situation he con.

trivcd to gain the confidence of old Betxhoi, who was at that tima

director-general of the corps, and in , great repute for his plan of

public instruction. Betxhoi even gave him his daughter in

marriage, the famous Natolio Sakalow, maid of honour to Cathe-

rine, and known by her correspondence with the learned Jamcroy
Duval. The empress, by the solicitations of Betxhoi, afterwards

confided to Ribas the son whom she had by Gregory Orlovf,

Bobrinsky, who accompanied him on his travels, and to whom
Ribas communicated all his vices: on his return he was promoted
to the rank of colonel of carabinicifi. Prince Potcmkin, who
tnade him subservient to every purpose, finished by making Rib ;S

an admiral, and gave him the command of a flotilla destined for the

siege of Kilia and Ismail. Being an officer of very moderate

abilities, and a very bud seaman, Ribas made his impudence serve

instead of talents, and was always ready to appropriate the merit

and labours of others. Achmatow and the chevalier Lombard fell

* If any of the friends of Captain Shipley can furm'hh us with a portrai:f

and the detailed particulars of his lite, they will be highly acceptable.

, ftol. XX. P p
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sacrifices to his base jealousy. Their experience and valour offend-

ing his ignorance and cowardice, he denounced them
; the lirst

lost his post, and the other poisoned himself in despair. At the

siege of Ismail, in 1700, Ribas hid himself among the rushes on the

Danube, and did not appear again fill the danger was over, \vhen

he seized the major part of the plunder made by his sailors, which

was verv near causing a mutiny among them. At the peace he

\vas appointed inspector of the works carrying on at Odessa and

other ports of the Black Sea, which furnished him with ample
means of gratifying his cupidity.

When he \vas made admiral, he and the romantic Prince of

Nassau Siegen presented themselves, one day, in the hall of the

Grand Duke Paul, in a new naval uniform, unknown to Paul, who,

though he bore the title of grand admiral, was never permitted to

meddle with naval affairs. The grand duke pretended not to know

them, and obliged them to give him their names and rank. "
Ha,

ha," said he, sneering,
" I did not recollect you ; but what

uniform is that?" " A marine corps that has just been formed,

your royal highness."
" Oh ! that is not possible I never let me

see you in that dress again ; and recollect that I am grand admiral

of the empire."

The two admirals complained to the empress, and stated the

grand duke's prohibition. She ordered them to present themselves

again on the morrow before her son, in the same uniform, and to

tell him, that it was by her express commands. The prince was

obliged to submit to the humiliation, as well as to other mortifica-

tions, which embittered his days, and at last changed his character

entirely.

This scene Paul did not forget. He had scarcely ascended the

throne when Ribas lost his command. He lived a long time in

disgrace, but his wife was the intimate friend of Mademoiselle

Nclidow, the emperor's mistress ; the latter brought him forward

again into public, where he has played a celebrated part.

TRAVELS IX THE INTERIOR OF AM-ERICA.

THE government of the United States continues to adopt mea-

sures for ascertaining the value and extent of the regions it has

acquired by treaty and purchase, beyond the Mississippi. For
this purpose, Captain Pike, after his return from the voyage to the

sources of that river, was despatched by the president on another

expedition of discovery. He was attended by a military escort of

twenty-two men, and by the intelligent and enterprising Dr,

5
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Robertson, of >t. Louis, who accompanied him as a volunteer in

Julv\ ISOo. The adventurers proceeded up ihe ^iisso'uri to the

Osnge river, and pursued their course alone; it until they a<-'ived

at tin fowns of that nation. They then undertook to interfere as

price-makers between the Osages and their neighbours, flu- Kanzas

tiibe, between whom an exterminating war had for a consid Table

time been carried on. Having succeeded in this. Captain Pike pro-
ceeded with hi* party from the bank* "f the Kan/as river, where

the accommodation was effected across the country to the river

Arkansa. On arriving at this great stream, the party divided,

and while one section of them, commanded by Lieutenant Wilkin-

son, descended to explore it to its junction with the Missisippi,

Captain Pike himself, with the other division, ascended towards its

source. From the great falls where it descends from the moun-

tains, he made an cxcur-ion towards the source of the river Piate,

and returned to another branch of the Arkansa. This being

accomplished, he travelled in a west-south-westerly direction,

with expectation of finding the upper part of Red river, and of

following it downward to Nachitoches, and the junction with the

Washita, which Mr. Dunbar had been engaged in exploring. .But

in this he failed. The Red river had been described as originating

in the high mountains whence the other great waters of Louisiana

proceeded, and running
1

a thousand miles and more from N.W.
towards S.E. On the supposition that the common opinion was

correct, Captain Pike kept so far in the westward, with the inten-

tion of striking it nearer its course, that he missed it altogether, the

head of the Red river not being so high, nor its course so long, by
a great difference^ as popular rumour had represented. Pursuing

his journey, however, he fell in with a river, Avhich, for some-

time, he supposed to be the Red. Near it he fortified himself,

and hoisted tiie flag of his nation. He had not, however, been

many days in his encampment, before he was surprised at the

sight of two hulidred Spanish cavalrV, from whose otlicers he lir>t

learned that he had penetrated far v ithin the acknowledged terri-

tory of Spain, and was really residing on the margin of the Bravo,

or the. Hio del Norte. This river, from its source in the moun-

tains to its termination in the bay of Spirito Santo, is supposed to

run a length of twnty-five hundred i:;iles. After a. parley and

explanation. Captain Pike ordered his colours to be struck, and

consented to accompany the escort of the most catholic king to.

Santa Fe, the seat of his government in the province, ilece fur-

ther discussion took place, the governor co:ite;;Jr;! that Captain
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Pike was a spy ; and that the clandestine manner of entering his

territory, and the furry clothing, instead of regimental uniforms,

with which he and his men were covered, were evident proofs of

their sinister designs. To this it was replied, that his errand was

lawful, and authorized by his government ; that his instructions

were to explore Louisiana, a country ceded to the United States

by treaty, ami that his appearance in Mexico arose wholly from

the mistake of travelling farther to the northward than the sources

of the Red river, and of mistaking for it the Bravo. The

difference at length having been explained and accommodated,

Captain Pike and his men were permitted to proceed homeward.

This was performed by passing down the Bravo about six hundred

miles, and thence traversing the Spanish province and governments,

in an easterly direction, until they arrived at the port of Nachi-

toches, on the Red river, in July, 1807. The general idea given

of these vast regions, is that of the most dismal barrenness. Their

aspect is inhospitable and uninviting in the extreme. For many
a day's journey in succession there is not a tree, and scarcely a

shrub, to relieve the dreariness of the scene : waste and sandy
deserts occupy the principal spaces between the great rivers ; and

these extensive and level regions are in many places so impregnated
with salt, that the streams are sometimes too briny to be drunk,

and the water even capable of being evaporated for the purpose of

obtaining that article. The wilderness of Louisiana has thus a near

resemblance to the deserts ot Arabia, the plains of Tartary, and

the
.l^aara

of Numidia ; -and by ifs savageness and expanse, it will

be capable of forming a wide and lasting barrier between the

United States and their neighbours to the west and south. This

nakedness of the country does not appear to be the consequence

of fires in the woods changing the forests to savannahs, but of the

natural sterility
of the soil, owing, in many spots, to its impregna-

tion with salt, producing only a coarse and scattered grass, that

serves to teed the herds of bisons roaming over these dreary tracts.

From the. scarcity of wood, it was sometimes necessary to collect

the dung of these atiimals for fuel. Lieutenant Wilkinson found

the distanc from the place on the Arkansa, wh^re he separated

ft or Captain Pike, to be about fifteen hundred miles from the

point A junction with the Mississippi.

LIEUTENANT LEACH, OF JDS MAJESTY'S SCHOONER MILLBUOOK.

THE British consul and factory of Oporto have presented

Lieutenant Leach, commanding his majesty's schooner
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with a piece of pla(e ralue fifty pounds, as a token of gratitude,

for the Vectaal protection lie afforded their trade in general,

during <o tim lie . ;t
- stationed oft' Oporto bar, and of the high

sense th^y ha\. of his prof'
1 ional men;. Copies of which resolu-

tion have b ..-:-. sent to the Admiralty, by his majesty's consul. In

additi m to -iis testi <jny, the in iters of the merchant vessels

trad.ng to Oporto have retained their public thanks to Lieutenant

Leach, in a very I. ndsome letter written to the underwriters at

Llo)d's. The;- ..)'s comp-ny of the Millbrook have also requested

Lieutenant Leach'.-, acceptance of a sword, value bO guineas.

ANOTHER FI.MALE SAILOR.

A YOUNG woman, who called herself Rebecca Ann Johnson, was

lately brought before the lord mayor, dressed in sailor's clothes, she

having been found in the streets the night bcf ;re in a distressed and

weak "opinion.. She admitted that she was a female, and had been

apprenticed by her father-in-law, at Whitby, to a ship in the coal

trade, called the May Flower, John Read, rnastei ; thatshe had servtd

four years out of the seven without her sex having been discovered ;

that she was bound when she was thirteen ;
that her father-in-law-

had likewise bound her mother to the sea, who was killed at the

late bombardment of Copenhagen. A Mrs. Lesley, who keeps the

Bull public house, in Half Moon Alley, Dishopsgate-street, stated,

that she was found near her house in a very exhausted state : she

confessed thatshe had run away from the ship she was apprenticed

to, and had not eaten or drunk any thing the whole day ; that some

luir. ;ne men took compassion upon her, thinking she was a poor
sailor boy, and brought her to their house, where they gave her

some nourishment. From her weak state, they suspected her sex,

which she acknowledged, and said thnt her ship was at Woolwich,
and tlv ; : the mate of the ship had chastised her for not getting up.
The lord mayor ordered her to be provided with female attire, and

to be taken care of, till she could be sent to her parish.

HORRIBLE CRUELTY.

(From the Madras Gazette, of 20th July, 1805.)

IT is with the deepest regret that we have to announce the muT1 -

der of Captain Johnstone, of the ship Perseverance, together with

his officers and crew, and the destruction of that ship, by the Ma-

nilla men who were part of her crew. The circumstances of this

horrid transaction are as follow ;
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The Perseverance sailed from Pcnang on the 19th of April,

bound to Pegue, in company with two other ships and his majes-

ty's brig Albatross, and three days afterwards parted company ;

on the night of this day, between 10 and 11 o'clock, the gunner,

a Manilla-man, and four Manilla Seacunnies, went on deck, and

knocked down and murdered Mr. Baker, the chief mate: they
then proceeded to the cabin of Mr. Mathewson, the 2d officer,

wjiom they also murdered.

Captain Johnstone, awakened by the noise, came to the cuddy.,

door, armed with a hanger, at the moment the villains were about

to enter; he wounded one of them slightly, but was quickly over-

powered and disarmed ; he then came on the quarter-deck, begging

for mercy. Alas ! mercy was unknown to such vile wretches :

the gunner, indeed, promised to spare him, but at the- same instant,

one of the ruffians came behind him, and with some weapon struck

him on the back of the head : he fell, when another, with a

hatchet, severed his head from his body.
An Armenian passenger now came on deck, whom the villains

instantly murdered ; they then went below, and murdered Mr.

Gorey, the 3d officer, and Mr. Palmer, a gentleman of Calcutta,

passenger for Pegue.
The murderers then directed the Lascars to remain quiet, and

go down into the hold, an order which these poor men readily

obeyed. The only person whose life was at this time spared, was

an Armenian gentleman, named Gregory Joahnes, from whose

narrative this brief extract is taken.

The villains now proceeded to plunder, breaking open Captain

Johnstone's trunks, where they found nearly 1,000 dollars, and

about 700 dollars, belonging to the officers and passengers.

They then hoisted out the yawl, putting into it the money and

many valuable articles, and ordered into her the only persons they

chose to save, viz. Mr. Joahnes, the old Serang, Captain John-

stone's butler, a Malay girl, and two Lascars
; when, to complete

these horrible transactions, they set fire to the ship, and abandoned

her, leaving the wretched Lasrars, who were confined in the hold,

to perish in the flames. M.r. Joahnes adds, that he saw the ship

all in flames, and the following morn:!.-; she had disappeared !

The yawl proceeded for the nearest land, which was supposed

to be Brothers Island, or Pulo Lancavy, and reached it in three

days. Here Mr. Joahnes escaped, by hiding himself in the jungle,

and after suffering great hunger and distress, got a passage in a,

fishing prow to Qticdah. The lying of Q tied ah received him with
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great kintlncss and humanity, and finally sent him to Penang,
where he arrived on the 27th of May.

Letters from Penang, of the 2 ith of June, state, that two of the

murderers, the gunner and one of the Seacunnies, had been appre-

hended at Malacca, where they were in close confinement, and

would be sent to Penang. May the sanguinary villains meet with

the punishment they deserye, and may this too horrid detail be the.

means of preventing a Manilla-man ever being, in future, received

as part of the crew of a British vessel !

ROYAL NAVAL HOSPITAL, STONKHOU9E.

The establishment of the Royal Naval Hospital at Stonehou^c^
as settled by his majesty in council on the 14th of September,
Ib08

}
and which took place on the 1st of October," is as follows :

Governor

Lieutenants

Physicians

Surgeons

Agent
Steward

Dispenser
Chaplain
Cov. clerk

Agent's clerks

Steward's

clerks

Matrons

Porters

Butler

Overseer of
Labourers

Cook

Salary per Ann.

Captain Richard Creykc /800
f John Simpson ....'... 200
< Henry 11. Searle 200
I Obadiah Newell 200 o

J Archil. Thompson 7o'o'

\ Isaac \Vilson 600 (J

{Stephen

Love Ilaimnick 50O
John Duihunty 500 O
Richard Beadek :'5a

John Kent 3;>o o

Stephen llummick 300 O
Rev. George Jope 300

Draper Windsor, junior 150
10s. o'd. a week lodging money.

fVf'm
F. Wilcock, apartments,

I coals, and candles 150

] Benjamin Durham 117 7 G
Abel May y? 7 ^

John IJavlii. apartments, coals,
.nd caudles l.VJ

John Millman 1 17 T G

fMftryHevaus 30 O
< Ann likiett i'.Q

l.TaneSelby o

J Draper Windsor 40

\ William Arthur 40

George J. Barker :',j

I John Karnshawe 35

'1 lionias Selbv C5

i^
.-i ut

{Joh
!l

Joh

The lint mentioned tt^lti hirce residence it: ,'

vitft jitwisivns, i-wili, mid candles.

Plumber William Dart .?'j

Barber JamesShoplnnd .u"-

liutchcr James Millman . . ^ >>j Q
and provisions.
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CORRESPONDENCE.

PRESENT MANAGEMENT AND DISCIPLINE OF THE NAVY.

LETTER IX.

SIR,

I
AM of opinion, Mr. Editor, that in the strictest trammels of

naval discipline, something should appear to shew that it is

the discipline of a free, and not an enslaved people. When we

assemble the lower classes of Britons, to animal them fo any

peculiar exertion, we urge the plea of liberty and old England as

the highest stimulus. That the love of old Englan;! sh<. ?ld be

ardent, it is therefore necessary that the blessin of hjerty should

be felt by every individual who boasts of it in his country. By
the discarding the rattan from the hands of the boatswain and his

mates (and I remember, Mr. Editor, when it was als.> part of the

paraphernalia of the officer of the watch and master's mates), a

very great point was gained ; and now that the lower orders on

board ship are freed from the disgrace of blows inflicted by a

fellow-man from the impulse of ignorance, tyranny, or passion,

care should be taken at all times, when corporal punishment is

necessary, to explain the act of parliament under which it i*

inflicted ; and also to explain, that an act of parliament is the ex-

pressed will of the nation, by means of the three great powers
which legislate for and govern it. 1 am aware, Mr. Editor, that,

Jike their fellow.subjects on shore, the sons of the ocean are of

opinion that divers and sundry of those who are called the repre-

sentatives of the people are by no means such, but really named

by persons of a very highly privileged order ; yet the very name of

representatives of the people is very dear to all incorrupt Brit' -;h

hearts, which beat with extreme anxiety for that modification which

would make it more than nominal ; which would prevent the ra-

pidly declining comforts, and as rapidly approaching poverty of

the lower and middle classes, from the unbounded profusion of

public expenditure, of places, and of pensions ; and which has

been held up to our view to inspire us with hopes, and as rapidly

withdrawn, with the most cruel mockery of those hopes. I,

however, beg pardon for this digression into the region of politics ;

but really, when I was thinking of lighting for liberty and old

England, the true nature of liberty very naturally occurred.

In case of corporal punishment therefore, it should be made

appear as clear as possible^ that it is inflicted by the general order,
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for the public good, and that whenever that public good admits of

it, the individual into whose hand the execution of the law is com-

mitted, is ever inclined to mitigate or pardon. We should take

ofl'as much as possible from the idea, that a fault committed by an

individual has no consequence but with respect to the officer or

ship under whom or on board which it may have been committed.

It should be taught, that the laws are made by the general consent

of the nation for its safety and welfare, and that a breach of the

law is an injury to that safety and welfare. It is by such means

as these, and by applying on alt proper occasions to the reasoning
faculties of the lower classes, that we shall raise their moral cha-

racters, and give them the proper pride of maintaining them

unsullied. By cultivating these considerations, which make men

gratified by the reflection, that they are the subjects of a free and

mixed government, and not the slaves of despotism, they will soon

become worthy of being entrusted with more of that personal

liberty, from which I have before expressed my hopes that good
effects may be produced. Certainly, to make liberty more truly

valuable, a just estimate must be formed of
it, that its use instead

of its abuse may be practised. A great mass of light has broke in

upon the present generation ;
its bright glow has unfortunately

been sullied by the dark tinge of licentiousness, but nozo our eyes

enjoy its light the more steadily, from having seen it through the

medium which for a while obscured it.

From the educations which have been bestowed, the excellent

books which have been published to extract or counteract the

poison of others, we may truly say that man in this country is of

a much more respectable stamp of character than thirty or forty

years since, and he should be treated accordingly. All ultimately

great ends must be attained by approximation. When I see our

seamen and marines spread a clean though coarse cloth over their

table, with plates, knives, forks, &c. to render their meals com-

fortable, and reflect upon the little time elapsed since a wooden

bowl upon a chest held the dinner, and the fingers, the pocket

knife, and a few wooden spoons, formed the whole of the utensils..

I augur much more important consequences than their merely

eating the meal with more decency and comfort : I conceive that

men, gradually proceeding to value more and more these decencies

of life, will avoid by degrees the contrary vices and follies, which

would deprive them of the means of enjoying them ; that the

possession of more sorts of property of their own, will teach them

to respect that of others, and many moral excellences may be ex>

. Gol.XX. Q e



ccted to arise as the natural fruits of the cultivated decencies of

life. To those valuable and excellent officers who have so stre~

nuously encouraged these improvements, and the betwecn-decks of

whose ships at meal times formed some of the most gratifying sight*

I ever beheld, the naval service and their country are very highly

indebted. It is time, Mr. Editor, for me to state, that my hopes
do net stop at the attainment of simple morality in the habits and

conduct Of our seamert. I hail this first improvement as the best

grourtd work on which to build the rational Christianity of the

Protestant church. To assist this most desirable end, such encou-

ragement should be given to chaplains, as would induce men of

piety and learning to serve on board our ships of war, and such

instructions should be given them, as would preclude their office

froJa being nearly a sinecure, unless posses eel of a lively zeal and

just sense of their important office. I am of opinion, that the true

way to encourage religion, is tiot to force frequent attendance on

the public prayer and service of the church, but that divine service

should be frequently performed for the benefit of those who can,

and choose to attend. The full service on Sunday forenoons,

Christmas Day, and Good Friday, should be attended regularly^

atfter a full mnster. On Sunday afternoons, the service should be

performed by the chaplain in the gun-room, with or without a ser-

mon, at his option, for all such as choose to attend, the young

gentlemen and the boys only being obliged to do so. Proper

prayers should also be read once a day by the chaplain in the sick

birth, as soon as the medical attendance is at an end, and morning
and evening prayer daily through the week should be read in the

gun-room, the length and selection of the service to be according

to the weather, or other circumstances. In addition to these

Stated services, a due attendance on which should be strongly

recommended to the officers, care should be taken in placing the

chaplain's cabin, so that he may have free intercourse with any of

the ship's company who may wish to consult him, or request his

prayers or advice on particular occasions. Then we might with

due confidence apply for aid to the God of Battles, at whose com-

mand the stormy winds are still, and the waves of the ocean sub-

side, and, as well as nominally, our gallant crews might become*

Christians indeed.

I remain, sir, yours, &r.

A. F. Y.

P.S. I request it to be understood, that wherever I have used, or

slall In future use, the term of old England, and similar terms, i*
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uld and common use, that I from my heart include the whole of

the two sister islands and their brave inhabitants. It is my earnest

prayer, that the triple union had attained such perfection, that as

well as a common name, common laws, equal privileges, equal and

fair representation in Parliament, might give eycry man in his

majesty's dominions common interests.

MR. EDITOR,

IT
has been the fashion to set down the good old Bishop pf

Pont-Oppidun as a most abominable story teller, as the most

credulous old fool that ever wrote, for having given us the \ron-

derful accounts of the Kracan. Now, sir, I have heard such

accounts of the Squi^-hound, from people who have been on the

southern whale fishery, and at Newfoundland, as certainly rcduoc

all the bishop's crime to a charge of exaggeration. I should be

Tcry much obliged to any of your readers who would send you

particulars, well authenticated, about this monstrous animal. I

have heard that there arc .some parts of one pf them at Dartmouth..
I believe that naturalists are afraid to mention this great full, but

to ascertain the fact will be a matter of great importance to natural

history, gratify the public curiosity, and particularly that of your
humble servant, FIDES.

REMARKS ON THE PARLIAMENTARY DUTIES OF
NAVAL OFFICERS.

LETTER VI.

sin,

WHATEVER objections may be offered against a great and

general reform of abuses, particularly in the mode in

which many of the. members of our House of Commons are chosen

or nominrttcri) I should hardly have thought it possible that an ob-

jection
could have been raised against that individual reform which

is in every man's power to e fleet by an effort of his own will ; yet,

strange as, it may appear, I find this to be the case. Reason M'ith

a voter in a borough, in which it is well Jcnowp that certain

arrangements ba.ve taken place, by which he and his fellow-char-

tered monopolists have made over their right t > some peer or rich

ror.imoner, and he will tell you, that it would be 01 no use to

withdraw his petty individual share of corruption from th- %

g-eat

mass, but that he would do it, if every one else would. I) i!]e

bye, you canuot often get even this promise, this wretched com-
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promise between conscience and interest, and yet it may very safely

be given, without fear of being called upon for its execution, for

it would be indeed an unexpected blessing to find one of these

chartered bodies zoholly pure, patriotic, and disinterested. I do

not know any conduct more inconsistent with the dictates of the

code of true honour, of moral law, or the divine system of

Christianity, than the persisting in individual error, because error

abounds.

If it be said, that in thus descending to the state of voters in

boroughs, I am deviating from the subject I had professed to write

upon, I beg leave to observe, that it is certainly a material part of

the duty of those who attempt to legislate, to know intimately

every part of the real nature and present state of the constitution

of his country, and he will best be able to preserve its genuine

spirit unimpaired, by carefully extracting the dregs and impurities

which immorality or accident may have introduced to adulterate it.

Nor must a man who wishes to get into Parliament think himself

justifiable in making use of any corrupt means already prevalent,

because he was not the original cause or promoter of them. It is

resounded every session within the walls of Parliament, it is

repeated in all the committee rooms, and we frequently hear it

strongly enforced from the seats of justice, and the learned coun-

cil who plead before them, that the safety of our country depends

upon the purity of election, and laws upon laws are framed to

punish those who in any way infringe upon that purity. Is it

then possible that the framcrs of those laws, the promulgators of

those opinions, can ever so far forget themselves, as to make use

of the corruption of electors, to get seated on the benches where

they make laws against it ? Is it not clear, that every member of

Parliament, who does in any way avail himself of such corruption,

acts in direct violation of the laws of which he is the franicr, and

should be the guardian, uses the most direct means to sap the

vitals of the constitution, by destroying the moral worth of tlxc

subject, and lead us to a fair conclusion, that as he does not

hesitate to give a bribe to procure his seat, that he will not hesitate

to accept one when offered to himself? And let it never be for-

gotten, and I am sure it can never be denied, that he who in any

way encourages corruption, is himself most decidedly corrupt,

And shall this degrading., this humiliating, this most odious term,

ever attach to the characters of those men to whom the nation so

justly looks up, as its prime defence, against all external foes ?

Will they turn internal traitors, and act as rebels against the

7
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laws and clearest interests of that country they have so often

exposed their lives to protect ? I have h^ard it said, Mr. Editor,

by men who are in all other respects unimpeachable, that they
continue to mix in the filth of rotten boroughs, in order to keep
them from fulling into worse hands. But this is miserable doc-

trine ; for if a very few men of high character, and in possession,

of borough influence, struck with the vices and the thousand ills

attendant on the system, would avowedly withdraw themselves

from it, the cause of morality and patriotism would instantly pre-

Tail, and the wished-for reform take place, with all that modera-

tion of method which good sense could dictate, and without that

justly-dreaded confusion, and violent explosion, with which the

system of corruption must soon Durst if it be unfortunately per-

sisted in.

r. ^1 have in a former letter remarked, that a chief excellence of

our constitution consists in the ease with which, it adapts itself to

all times, or rather, that it can be adapted to meet aU the varying

positions and interests of the nation. The present times differ

very much from those when the original charters were t^iven to the

boroughs, and it is well known in ho\v very capricious a way
those charters were conferred, and how various the power they

bestow. Is it not difficult to believe in this enlightened age, and

in this most enlightened country, where fair Freedom is said to taka

up her favourite abode, that, except the county members, every
othvr pair are returned to Parliament under a different constitu-

tion, with respect to the qualification of electors, from the others ?

There might formerly have existed some good reasons why the

high privilege of election should have been conferred on boroughs;
and when only great landholders and their vassals lived in the

country, the towns were inhabited by the most enlightened sub-

jects. The state of affairs is now* totally changed : borctighs do
not now contain the most enlightened subjects, and they have in

general made use of their invaluable privilege, for the base purpose
of sell-interest. Examine some of the various constitutions of

these boroughs. Here you will find one where a corporation of

seven or eight members is empowered to return two members to

Parliament, and also to keep their body complete, by electing a

new member into it in case of a vacancy. This is an immense

power lodged in the hands of a lew individuals, a most shameful

chartered monopoly ;
while perhaps in the same town a;-e hundreds

of respectable tradesmen and shop-keepers, as wholly without the

power of naming the men who are to govern and tax (hem, as if
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they had been natives of Siberia (the slaves of the mean slave of

JNapoleon); and perhaps within the moderate sweep of a mile or

two round the hall where this charter is enforced, are as many
most respectable leasehold farmers also absolutely without that

privilege which is called the birthright and pride of Britain, that of

bs-ing represented in Parliament. Perhaps at the distance of one

short stage you will find another charter, which gives to every man
who inhabits within a certain favoured limit the right of represen-

tation, and this spot crowded A\5th wretched houses, and more

wretched inhabitants, while the immediate environs, if inhabited by
the most enlightened community in the nation, are legisla^d for and

taxed at the discretion of such men as will make the neighbouring
mob the most beastly drunk fer the longest time. If you travel

far west, you may, perhaps in a mean hamlet of a few cottages,

find three or four ignorant clowns, who possess by charter a righi

to nominate two members to Parliament ;
while in the north the

abilities of men are estimated so diflcrcntJy, or their interest in the

state is so low, that three or four large and populous towns can only
return one. These various methods may certainly fill the benches

of the house, but docs not produce any thing at all resembling a

representation of the people of Great Britain. So much yet

requires to be done for our valuable sister bland, to put her upon?

a footing with ourselves, even with all our imperfections on our

heads, that I have not included her in my remarks ; but by no

means because I am not sensible of her just claims and vast

importance.
1 think, Mr. Editor, I have seen a work Mhich contains all the

various charters of the English boroughs, and a motley piece of

patchwork they form ! Can you inform your readers where suta

a curious document can be had ? I should most strenuously

recommend its perusal to my brother sailors in the house, that they

imay beyond doubt become the advocates for temperate reform.

Even the important right I have been discussing is hot, however,

kept wholly in the improper hands it sometimes falls into, but by

tham, for the most clearly avowed purpose of emolument in some

shape or other, made over to others. Jf. whon travelling, you

inquire at your inn, who returns the members for the borough,

you will not be answered,
u The corporation,"

" The freemen,"
~" The payers of scot and lot," &c. but " Lord N." " The

Duke of D." " The dean and chapter,"
" The East India

Company," and so forth. And if you inquire whose line bouse

you passed on the road, you arc answered,,.
" Lord



of the borough," a new and powerful middle man smuggled into

t)'C co!!-littition. Pray, sir, are we to think that these chartered

makers of members of Parliament, these appointers of middle men,'

ever reflect on the importance or design of their powers ; that

they have the power to name men who are to make laws for, and

have the command of the purses of millions of their fellow sub-

jects who have no such right or power of their own ? Do they
think that the great use and end of their charter is ta get livings

and commissions, sinecures and reversions for their sons, balls for

their daughters, liquor for the mob, and the daily papers free of

expence ? lie who thus creates for himself a patron, creates him-

self a slave, and goes a great way towards enslaving his country.
If it be indeed good for a man to act in all his way under the

guidance of true honour, and to keep within him the blessing of a

good conscience, on what occasion of life is it more necessary to

guard against being influenced by selfish motives, than when the

interests of so many millions are concerned, and he is evidently-

delegated to act for the public gootl? But where is that borough
elector who will lay his hand upon his heart, and say, that he has

acted upon patriotic motives only in his important public trust ?

The inhabitants of a country who have no voice in the choice of

their rulers are slaves : those who enjoy a fair representation are

free. If this bo an axiom, a plain and self-evident truth, it cer-

tainly follows as a conclusion, that Britons are not slaves; but

does it also follow that they are/ra? ?

I remain, Sir, yours, &c.

E. G. F.

Note. I strongly recommend that a committee should be

moved for to take into consideration all the reports made respect-

ing contested elections. An abstract to point out enormities

would be a striking document. I recommend to some honest men

resident in boroughs to pubJish their secret histories, to shew the

use made of the charters ; how many places and pensions have

been procured ; how many contracts granted to voters on unrea-

sonable terms ; how many vessels have been hired by government
at enormous prices, because they belonged to voters $ how many

days' drunkenness; how many men ruined by idleness ; how many
inveterate quarrels ; and a thousand other evils, have occurred.

I recommend also an act, that, till a proper reform take place,

a conviction of either giving or receiving a bribe, directly or

indirectly, should for ever deprive a man of the right either to vote

for
? or sit as a member of Parliament.
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MR. EDITOR.

kN my return from a long cruise, I went, as is my custom, to

a grog-shop, and asked for a file of papers, to see what the

black and white gemmen had said of our late exertions ; and in

the Gazette letter, September 3, as they call it, I read that u the

difficulties of landing the provisions of the army -were in great part

done away by the zeal, activity, and intelligence of Captain

Malcolm, of his majesty's ship Donegal." I do not pretend to

be quite exact as to the printed words, but nearly so : and your
readers may refer to them. Now, Mr. Editor,, I'll tell you what

the noble captain of the Donegal did
;
for I am certain, from the

modesty of his character, it will never otherwise be made known.

Captain Malcolm was senior at Figueras, in a small squadron, con-

sisting of his own ship, Donegal, Resistance, Captain Adams, and

Crocodile, Captain Cadogan. I need not tell you, Mr. Editor,

that Captain Malcolm had charge of full 75 sail of transports,

which had sailed with troops from Cork, under Sir Arthur

Wellesley ;
God bless him ! Well, on making the Portuguese

coast, thtt ships came to anchor in Mondego bay ; and on the

fifth day began landing. Sir Arthur had in the mean time gone

off Lisbon to Sir Charles Cotton for intelligence. There were two

landing places, one at Buarcos, and the other at Figueras. Cap-

tain Malcolm, finding a heavy surf breaking both on Figueras bar

and the beach at Buarcos, immediately set the example to his men

of jumping from the boat into the sea, and carrying the men and

their canteens, &c. to the shore. Their officers and men imme-

diately followed so noble an example ; and they all continued oa

this arduous service for several days and nights. Frequently

owing to the surf from the N.W. swell, they were unable to

return to their ships, and remained during the night in 'their wet

clothes on the ground. The next service on which the captains

Malcolm and Adams were employed (for I think Captain Cadogan
had then gone to Sir Charles Cotton) consisted in landing the pro-

visions, ammunition, &c. and in conveying the troops on shore at

a still more difficult landing place, Masccra. But I forgot to say,

that when Colonel Cameron saw his officers conveyed on shore on

the backs of the seamen, he swore heavily, as he generally does,

and ordered his Highlanders, in good broad Scotch, to be put
down into the water. I should think that at the three landing

places boats were stove which must have cost our government

nearly 2,0001. Many sailors' lives were also lost, owing to the-

surf? and in thus landing what amounted to upwards of 30.000
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Now T am about it, I ought also to add, tliat our brave

seamen, finding the artillery horses were sore in the hoof, owing to

the voyage, offered to drag the cannon of our troops to their

camp.: I think I have now told you enough, so good night !

TIM. WEATHERSIDE.

IMPROVEMENTS IN NAVAL ARCHITECTURE.

Account oj the Third Voyage to the West Indies, of the Ship

Economy, built according to Mr. J. W. BoszaeWs patent

method, from a communication by Mr. Bosvsett.

MR. EDITOR,

account having yet appeared in your work of the ship

Economy (built on my patent plan for building large ships

of small timber, so as to produce superior strength and durability,

at a much less cost than the usual mode of building), I take the

liberty to enclose you the following particulars relative to her for

insertion, if you approve of it ; as the subject is entirely appro.

priate to the Naval Chronicle, it will, I hope, prove interesting

to its numerous readers. I am, sir,

Your very humble servant,

J. W. BOSWELL.

The plan on which the Economy is built is designed to admit of

the use of timber for the ribs of about a fourth of the usual size,

which are so strengthened by an internal framing, formed by six

horizontal timbers running from stem to stern at each side of the

kelson, and five transverse rider frames, that the ship has been

allowed to be stronger altogether than any in the river, even by
the inspectors appointed by the Navy Board. A more particular

description of the construction of this ship is contained at the end

of the next article. An account of her excell at performance on

her first and second voyages is inserted in the Repertory of Arts.

In her third voyage she has also succeeded equally well, as appears

from the following letter of her commander, Captain Ross, to

Mr. Boswell :

Copy of a Letterfrom detain Ross to Mr.

" DEAR SIR, August 8, 1808.

"
I feel much pleasure in stating to you some particulars of my- second

voyage to Demerara, in the ship Economy, builc according to your [,atent.

-fat>, J>ron, 3Jol. XX. R a



306 CORRESPOXDEKCE.

We sailed from Portsmouth on the 18th of December last, under convoy of

the Astrea frigate, and ou the 25th the wind shifted to the S.W. and con-

tinued westerly until the 6th of January; during which time we experienced

ieveral heavy gales, which dispersed the fleet, and several ships bore away
for the ports in the Channel, with damage. But alrhough the Economy was

deeply laden, having nearly a full cargo, with a large proportion of bricks

and ballast, she made astonishing good weather, and shipped only one sea,

which broke the spanker boom in three piece*, as it lay laslied to the gang-

way stantions, which may give some idea of the force of the sea at that

time. After the gale abated, we saw only about forty sail with the frigate,

with which we proceeded, and delivered our cargo at Demerara without the

least appearance of damage; and I never have been in any ship tliatl had

so good an opinion of in point of strength. On looking over the log-book

of the homeward passage, I see that almost every day we cither shortened

sail or hove-to for the ships astern. Our cargo home was chiefly coft'ce in

bags; for which she is remarkably well adapted, and which was delivered

at No 5, in the West India Dock, in the best order possible. She has just

been in dock to get a clean bottom, and was found to be in such good order,

that she was fit for any voyage without the least repair, not even wanting

caulking. The sheathing is perfectly free from the worms, which may be

owing lo her having been paid with coal far in the following manner : The

seams of the bottom were carefully caulked and paid with common pitch,

and then the bottom was paid with coal tar. The sheathing-paper was

very thick, and was dipped in coaltmr, and the sheathing was put oa without

hair; the seams of the sheathing were caulked and paid with common

pitch; and then a good coat of cod tar was put on over all.

"
I am, dear sir, your most obedient servant,

" WILLIAM ROSS."

The great injury caused by the -worms in general makes the

probable efficacy of the coal tar above mentioned in preventing

their ravages a circumstance of considerable consequence. On
her first voyage the ship had her sheathing painted with white lead,

which is esteemed to resist the worms well, nevertheless the

sheathing was much cut by them, which was partly owing to her

long detention in the West Indies by the French fleet. On her

second voyage, she had what is called a brimstone bottom, when,

her sheathing was again much cut. The superior effect of the coal

tar is therefore very evident over these other substances used in

defending the sheathing from the worms. More than a century

ago the famous Glauber mentioned the great efficacy of oil drawn

from sea-coal in destroying insects in general.

The use of small timber in framing ships in Mr. Bos well's patent

method, would occasion a great saving in expense for ships above

iOO too* burthen, as timber of about half the price of that now in
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use could be substituted with superior strength for most of their

construction. It would also, if used in the navy, be a groat

national benefit, as it would effectually prevent the scarcity of

timber fit for building large ships, under which this country lias

laboured for many years, as timber of forty or fifty years growth
would in this method have equal effect as that of a hundred years

growth in the common mode of building.

of the Ship ECONOMY, 200 tons measurement, built

according to J. W. UosiocWs Patent, now lying in the outward

West India Dock.

The plan adopted in the formation of this ship is that designed
for large ships of 500 tons and upwards, and the third mentioned

in the specification.*

Its external appearance is not different from that of any other

vessel of the size, and the outward planking is done in the usual

manner. It is the internal construction alone to which the patent

relates, and that is as follows :

The best general idea of it will be obtained by conceiving a

vessel built with timbers, or ribs, much smaller than usual, with

an internal framing, so contrived as to give every requisite sup.

port and strength both to them and the entire vessel, with the

least timber, and of the cheapest form, and without any knee-

timber.

The floor-timbers are moulded seven inches, and sided six :

these, with four futtocks and two top timbers at each side, form

what is called a frame of timbers. Those small timbers are laid

down so that their terminations all fall out in fair lines, which

(below the wales) are nearly the same as the riband lines. Along
those lines inside are laid fore and aft ribs, from stem to stern

post, so as to support the extremity of every one of the small ribs

in the ship. The fore and aft ribs arc six in number at each side;

one directly under the water ways, another at the level of the

lower beams, and the other four placed nearly at equal distances

between these last and the kelson : each pair uniting in a breast.

hook at the stem.

The pieces of timber which form these fore and aft ribs are

scarfed at their extremities with hook searfs, and are so placed that

* See VoL II. Second Series, p. 81, of Repertory of Arts.
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the scarfs fall out in fair vertical sections of the ship, where they
are supported, and firmly bolted to transverse framings, contrived

so as to unite the greatest strength with the least obstruction, and

which are five in number in the whole ship.

Those transverse framings are each formed by one upper and

one lower beam, two pair of futtocks, a floor timber, two pair of

top timbers, and four bracing pieces ; the whole connected into

one firm framing, self-supported, independent of any other part.

The four bracing pieces form each framing into a set of trian-

gular compartments : which triangular framing gives the greatest

stability possible, as a triangular frame cannot be made to give in,

of alter its figure, by any force which is not sufficient to tear its

connecting parts through the timber of which it is composed; a

property which no other figure possesses.

These 'transverse framings (besides supporting the fore and aft

ribs, and by them the small vertical timbers) tie and unite the

vessel together across ship, so as to give much greater strength

than hanging-knees, whose place they supply, at a much cheaper
rate.

The framing of the deck is also divided into triangular compart-

ments, so as to preclude the use of lodging-knees entirely; which

compartments are formed by six pieces of timber, which proceed

obliquely at each side, from the top of each beam to the fore and

aft rib next adjoining, into which they are dove-tailed and bolted;

long carliags from beam to beam, at each side of the hatchways,
with these pieces, support small ledges, on \vhich the deck is laid,

in the usual manner.

Advantages of this Method offraming Ships.

1st. Timber of less than one-fourth of the usual girth can be

tisetl, in this method, in constructing large vessels, for nearly four-,

fifths of their frames.

This will be a direct saving in the difference of price of small

timber and large for the quantity used ; for large vessels this will

be considerable, and, according to the present contract prices for

naval timber, not less than from two to four pounds per load.

Besides this, it is a great national benefit in another point ; for,

by this means, timber of half the number of years growth, or less,

can be used for naval purposes ; and thus forty or fifty years, or

even less, be sufficient to produce timber fit for the navy, instead of

the vast period of near a century3 now necessary ; by which the
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land will not only produce a double crop in the same time, fit for

th*i purpose, but all danger be removed of there being a stoppage
of building, for want of a supply of timber, at any future period;

an event extremely probable to take place, from the increasing

difficulty of getting the large kind used at present in the royal

dock-yards.
2d. Much shorter timber may, in forming the futtocks, be used,

without any danger of weakening the ship, on account of the great

support given to them by the Core and aft ribs, and other internal

framing before described.

The advantage of this is, that it renders the compass timber for

futtocks easier to be procured, and prevents any necessity of using
timber cnf across the grain.

3d. The use of knees of every kind is superseded by this mode
of building, as the triangular framing of the decks gives all the

effect of lodging-knees, and that of the transverse frames more
than supplies the support given by hanging-knees.

This would occasion a considerable saving in large vessels, on
account of the great price of knee-timber fit for them ; which, for

that of 30 feet meeting, was, when the ship was building, near tea

pound per load, and for the smallest kind, taken at the Ports-

mouth royal dock-yard, not less than 81. 15s. and is now much
dearer.

4th. Plank of half the usual thickness may be used for the

lining; the great support given by the fore and aft ribs rendering

any use of inside plank, to strengthen the vessel, needless, and

confining its purpose merely to prevent b;ill.ist, or other matters,

from getting between the timbers, so as to rest on ihe outside

plank.

This will also cause a saving of consequence in large vessels ;

plank of all kinds, but particularly that of great thickness, being
the next dearest article to knee-timber.

5th. It is probable a much less quantity might be used with

safety in this method, on account of the great strength produced
for the timber used. 1st. By the triangular framing. 2d. By
every timber having a solid support at each extremity. 3d. By the

increase of thickness from in to out all along the fore and aft ribj

being very great in proportion to the timber used.

Cth. It is probable, vessels built in this method will last many

years longer before decay ; because the use of small timber admits of

a kind more spiny and durable than the large, which is often dotard,

nd never lasts so long ; and also because this construction admits
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of a frecscifculation of air among the timbers, than.which nothing
is known to contribute so much to their preservation. It. is

moreover conceived, that the timbers being prevented from work-

ing by the solid support each has at its extremities, will cause the

ressel to wear less, and at the same time render it safe>, by
diminishing the danger of starting planks, or otherwise causing
bad leaks.

7th. The timber of considerable size used in this method is

almost all nearly straight, or of very little curvature, on account of

its running fore and aft.

This kind is much easier to procure than large compass timber.

8th. Short-top timber and coarse butts can be worked up to

advantage, instead of being sold for less than half cost, or burned;
as this kind will do sufficiently well for the number of short ledges
in the deck frames, and to support the lining at the floor, which

are wanted in this mode of building.
9th. Vessels built in this manner will not be so liable as others

to bog, or have their backs broken, on account of the great

strength lengthways, caused by the fore and aft ribs.

10th. Vessels so built will be drier, from the circulation of air

before mentioned, and having the floor-lining detached from the

timbers ; which quality renders this construction particularly

valuable for the ships used in the East and West India trade.

The advantages above recited relate to vessels entirely formed in

this manner. It should be known also, that parts of this plan may
be applied with profit. The mode of framing the decks, for

instance, might be used to save lodging-knees in vessels built in

other respects in the usual mode. Other parts of it might be

applied to the strengthening old vessels, which, by this means,

jnight be made to last many years, after they would otherwise have

been unserviceable.

The principles of this method of building are capable of being
extended still further than they are in the vessel here described :

the triangular framing may be even adapted to the construction of

fore and aft ribs, so that they could be constructed also of small

timber, if required. Thus, by this means, the former barrier to

the increase of size in ships is removed, as it no longer now

depends on the size of timber ; and ships of any dimensions

required may be formed, of any strength requisite, of small

timber.
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MR. EDITOR}

I
BEG to send you annexed, copies of two letters, which I pre-

sume you will not consider undeserving insertion in your

publication. These, I apprehend, are nut the first testimonials in

favour of Captain Broad's beneficial exertions, when under

convoy. I am, sir,

Your most obedient humble servant,

COMMERCII AMICUS.'

London, 24fA September, 1808.

SIR, Lloyd's, London, Wth August, 1808.

" I have great pleasure in forwarding to you, by direction of

the committee for managing the affairs of this house, the enclosed

flattering testimony of the service you rendered to the fleet just

arrived from the Leeward Islands; and beg leave to acquaint you,
that the committee are happy in having the opportunity of convey-

ing to you another instance of your great attention while under

convoy ; and I have likewise to inform you, that a copy of Cap-
tain Bowen's letter has been made public here, for tlie information

of the underwriters, and others concerned. I am, sir,

" Your obedient humble servant,

"JOHN BEXNETjjun. Sec.
MR. BROAD,

faster of the ship Phasnli, o

"
GENTLEMEN, Bis Majesty's ship Camilla.

*' Permit me, in the conclusion of my duty to the Leeward

Island convoy, to recommend to your notice Mr. Broad, master

of the ship Phoenix, of Truro, whose strict attention to his

majesty's ship Camilla, and useful services for the convoy,
afl'ord an example, which, if it had been followed by the greater

part of the convoy, would have materially shortened the voyage,
and thereby, I presume, have benefited the interests of the mer.

chants whose property they contained. I have much pleasure in

thus bearing testimony to his good conduct, and I have no doubt

it will obtain for him your confidence and favour.

4 ' I am, gentlemen,
t( Your most obedient humble servant,

" JOHN BOWEX.
To the Company of Merchants,

Lluyd't Cvjfcc-hou.se,
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PLATE CCLXVIII.

IN
a former volume, we gave a view of Lisbon harbour, and the

castle of Belem, accompanied by a very full historical and

descriptive account, both of the city and port.*
From the events which have recently taken place at Lisbon,

everything relating to that port acquires fresh interest. The
annexed map, by Luffman, is therefore presented.

In addition to our former account, it may not be unamusing to

state, that the cathedral of Lisbon is dedicated to St. Vincent, who
suffered martyrdom near the cape which bears his name, and from
which the gallant Jervis takes his title. The body of the saint,

according to Romish tradition, Mas guarded by ravens, and pre-
served from being devoured by wild beasts, to which it had been

exposed. In pious memorial of this preservation, two ravens have

been constantly kept ; and a chest is appropriated to receive the

offerings of the devout for their support.

CORRECT RELATION OF SHIPWRECKS.

No. XXX.

Again the dismal prospect opens round,

The wreck, the shore, the dying, and the drown'd.

FALCONER,

LOSS OF THE ST. JAMES, A PORTUGUESE VESSEL, OFF THE EAST

COAST OF AFRICA, IN THE YEAR. 1586.

f II NHE following narrative may be regarded as a warning against
; -**-

ignorance and obstinacy ; two causes from which the most

melancholy disasters have frequently proceeded :

" In the month of May, 1586, intelligence was received at

Goa of the loss of the Portuguese admiral's ^ip, the St. James.

The account of this disaster stated, that after doubling the Cape
ot Goad.Hope, the captain, conceiving he had neither rocks nor

other dangers to dread, proceeded under full sail \vithoutobserving

his charts, or at least not with the attention which he ought.

Having a favourable wind, he made much way in a short time, but

* The view is engraved by Medland, from a drawiug by Mr. Pocock*

Vide Vol. II. paiic 209,

6 __.. -



THE PORT OF

\

/Z
T ,/i

''''''

'

Londea fiMt*ed Ottfy^lfug br Joyce G?U.i#f.S>Ke lane, flirt



\



COR11ECT RETATTOJf 6F sniFWlfECKS. 3*13

v?as driven out of his course towards tho rocks called Eassas de

India, distant about fifty leagues from the island of Madagascar,

tiict seventy from the continent.

"
Perceiving they were so near these rocks, and in imminent

danger of striking upon them, several of the passengers who had

frequently traversed those seas, were much alarmed. They repre-

sented to the captain, that being in the midst of th rocks it was

extremely dangerous to suffer the ship to run under full sail, par-

ticularly during the night, and in a season when tempests were

very frequent. The captain, regardless of their prudent remon-

strances, exerted his authority, otdejcd the pilots to follow his

commands, adding, that the king's commission entitled him to

obedience, and that his opinion ought to be taken in preference.

However, between eleven and twelve o'clock the same night, the

vessel was driven towards the rocks, and stuck, without a possi-

bility of bein'g got off. A confused cry of distress resounded, iu

every direction, from a multitude composed of above five hundred

men, and thirty women, who, having no other prospect before

their eyes but inevitable destruction, bewailed their fate with the.

bitterest lamentations. Every effort to save the ship proved
ineffectual. The admiral (Fernando Mendoza), the captain, the

first pilot, and ten or twelve other persons, instantly threw them-

selves into the boat, saying, they would seek upon the rocks a

proper place for collecting the wreck of the ship, with which they

might afterwards construct a vessel large enough to convey the

whole of the crew to the continent. With this view they actually

landed on the rocks, but being unable to find a spot proper for the

execution of their design, they did not think proper to return to

the ship, but resolved to steer towards the African coast. Some

provisions which had been thrown in haste iuto the boat were dis-

tributed among them ; they then directed their course towards the

continent of Africa, where they arrived in safety, after a voyage
of seventeen days, and enduring all the. horrors of famine and

tempestuous weather. Those who remained on board, finding that

the boat did not return, began to despair of saving their lives. To
add to their distress, the vessel parted between the two decks, and

the pinnace was much damaged by the repeated shocks she sus r

tained from the fury of the waves. The workmen, though very

expert, despaired of being able to repair her, when an Italian,

named Ceypriano Grimaldi, leaped into her, accompanied by
ninety of the crew, and a^isted by moat of those wiio had followed
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him, instantly fell to work to put her into a condition to keep
the sea. '

" Those who could not get on board the pinnace, beheld her

bearing away from the wreck with tears and lamentations.

Several who could swim threw themselves into the sea, in the

hopes of overtaking her ; and some were on the point of getting

on board, when their more fortunate comrades, fearing they

should be sunk with the weight of all those who endeavoured to

obtain admittance, pushed them back into the sea, and with their

sabres and hatchets cut, without mercy, the hands of such as

would not quit their hold. It is impossible to describe the

anguish of those who remained on the floating fragments of the

wreck, and witnessed this barbarous scene. Seeing themselves cut

off from every resource, their cries and lamentations would have

melted the hardest heart. The situation of those in the pinnace

was not much better ; their great number, the want of provisions,

their distance from the land, and the bad condition of the crazy

bark that bore them, contributed to fill them with gloomy presen-

timents. Some of the most resolute, however, to prevent the

anarchy and confusion which would have aggravated their misery,

proposed to their companions to submit to the authority of a cap.

tain. To this they all agreed, and immediately chose a nobleman

of Portuguese extraction, but born in India, to command them,

investing him with absolute power. lie instantly employed his

authority in causing the weakest, whom he merely pointed out

with his finger, to be thrown overboard. In the number of these

was a carpenter, who had assisted in repairing the pinnace : the

only favour he requested was a little wine, after which he suffered

himself to be thrown into the sea without uttering a word.

Another, who was prescribed in the same manner, was saved by an

uncommon exertion of fraternal affection. He was already seized,

and on the point of being sacrificed to imperious necessity, when

his younger brother demanded a moment's delay. He observed,

that his brother was skilful in his profession, (hat his father and

mother were very old, and his sisters not yet settled in life ; that

he could not be of that service to them which his brother might,

and as circumstances required the sacrifice of one of the two, he

begged to die in his stead. His request was complied with, and

he was accordingly thrown into the sea. But this courngeous

youth followed the bark upwards of "six hours, making incessant

efforts to get on board, sometimes on one side and sometimes on

the other, whil those who had thrown him over endeavoured to

6
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keep him off with their swords. But thnt which appeared likely
to accelerate his end, proved his .preservation. The young man
snatched at a sword, seized it by the blade, and neither the pain,
nor the exertions made by him who held it, could make him quit
his grasp. The others, admiring his resolution, aad moved with"

the proof of fraternal affection which he had displayed, nnani-

mously agreed to permit him to enter the pinnace. At length,

after having endured hunger and thirst, and encountered the dan-

gers of several tempests, they landed on the coast of Africa, on

the twentieth day after their shipwreck, and there met with their

companions who had escaped in the first boat.

" The rest of the crew and passengers left on the wreck like-

wise attempted to reach the land. Collecting some loose spars

and planks, they formed a kind of raft, but were overwhelmed by
the first sea, and all perished, excepting two, who gained the shore.

Those who had reached the coast of Africa had not arrived at the

end of their sufferings : they had scarcely disembarked when they

fell into the hands of the CaflVes, a savage and inhuman people,

who stripped and left them in the most deplorable state. However,

mustering up their courage, and the little strength they had left,

they arrived at the place where the agent of the Portuguese, at

Sofala and Mozambique, resided. By him they were received

with the utmost humanity, and after reposing a few days, after

their fatigues, they reached Mozambique, and repaired from

thence to India. Only s-ixty survived out of all those who had

embarked in the St. James ; all (he rest perished, either at sea, of

fatigue, or of hunger. Thus the imprudence of an individual occa-

sioned the loss of a fine vessel, and the lives of above four hundred

and fifty persons.
"

Upon the captain's return to Europe, the widows and

orphans of the unfortunate sufferers raised such loud complaints

against him, that ho was apprehended and put in prison ; but he

was soon afterwards released. The former catastrophe was not a

sufficient lesson for this self-sufficient and obstinate man. He un-

dertook the command of another vessel in 1588, and had nearly
lost her in the same manner, and in the same place. Fortunately,
at sun-rise, he discovered the rocks, towards which he was running
with the same imprudence, as iu his former voyage. But on his

return from India and Portugal, he was lost, together with the

vcssi-1 he was on board of; <hus meeting with the just

tf his culpable obstinacy and misconduct.' 1
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NAVAL LITERATURE.

Discourses ,
Moral and Religious, 'adapfcd to a Nftvul.Audience :

.

preached qn ,board his Majesty's Ship'ike'Tremetfddms, Joux

OsBORy^Esq. Commtinder, during 'the* fear* 1S02, 1803, and

.
1801. By the Rev. ROBERT BAYNES,

"

L,..L.^. mid of Sidney
Sussex College, Cambridge. -Syo. pp. 618.

OF sermons, or clerical discourse?, expressly adapted to naval

auditors, English literature fean bpaat.of but very few. An
accession to oar slender stock is, .thesefore> an important advan-

tage. "A work," observes the reverend author of the volume

before us, '-' appeared to me much wanted, that would unfold to

this useful class of British subjects the great and necessary truths

t)f religion am! virtue, in a full, ^ clear, comprehensive, methodical,

and familiar mamier in a manner adapted to their peculiar

situation, and capable of mating the most forcible and lasting

impression on their rniuds. -This, it has been my endeavour to

supply in the following discourses, which, 1 sincerely hope, may
meet the candour anebcpprobation of the good and learned ; and

fce of every 'Utilfty to a class of men, whom Great Britain must be

ever proud to 'acknowledge among the bravest and most liberal

fcontribuiors to her national welfare and glpry."

Dr. Baynes's \vork consists, altogether, of sixty-four discourses.

XVe have attentively perused them, and can safely take upon our.

selves -to a.;sert, that they may not only be classed amongst the

^nost entyrceptionable productions of a moral and religious nature,

but that they are extremely well calculated to produce the most

^beneficial effects in the particular quarter for which they are

designed. We shall obtain credence for this opinion, by ofiering

txne or two brief excerpts.

. In one of Dr. Baynes's introductory discourses, we find the

following sensible remarks upon the general duties of man, in his

social capacity :

" Man is to be considered ns a member of general society, as that of the

world at large; and also of particular society, of which last there are many
and various kinds. A particular society may be defined to be a body of

men agreeing to act together and to pursue the same ends by some general

means or rules. Now such sort of society becomes easier to be infinaged

the smaller it may be (for all particular societies must be under sonxe

government or other, and possess rules to direct them), and this for t*o
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reasons. Tn the first place, because each individual in it is more within the

sphere of controul or good government : in tlv: second, that their relative

interests arc likely to lie stronger and more binding, each being well known
to al!, and the. members more particularly connected. I 'feel, for example,
-sorae -interest for a man, as a member of the general -society of mankind, as

x\ citi/.-oa of the world, a a fellow-creature. I am more interested in him
a's a nvember of particular society, as a fellow-countryman tor instance, and

Mill more so, as one of the circle of my acquaintance, friends, or relatives.

Thus in a particular society, such as composes a ship's company, their

interests in each other are stronger and more binding than particular

.societies in general, and they should be more particularly bent to render

each oilier happy. What opportunities there are, taking in every mem-
ber (keeping at the same time proper notions of the relative duties andcon-

fiitions of'ca'ch), of enhancing the comfort and happiness of the whole, by
unanimity, good inclinations towards one another, 'due attention to order

and regulation, and to respective duties.

" The rational .motives for so doing. arc much stronger on hoard a sliip

tlian perhaps in any other society unconnected by the ties of blood and

f -.culjar personal interests. A ship's crew may consider themselves, in

.some measure, ni abstracted from the rest of the world, and as having less

opportunities than most of enjoying its various pleasures and amusements.

ThU throw> their means of happiness more amongst themselves. They

^ha.vo
a peculiar tie, too,, which should render them particularly friendly and

benevolent to one another, being affected by one common lot in the-

oi rurrenrc of events companions in difficulties and dangers in .glory,

victory, and death } There is no such tie or interested connection in the

world at large : for though men may be bound to one another in the

fT-i'i Till rules of humanity, politeness, and good manners, by the customs of

sorif.rv hiui laws of the land, yet they are by no means so interested in eack

M Mvr.5 fiitc us the Inhabitants of a ship are. We should therefore be

nthusiasts in friendship and esteem ; and let us not be fearful of doing too

much. It is one of those good things of which we cannot have too

latch."

Tho subject of obedience is treated as follows :

" Next to that loyalty and regard, which warm our hearts to the proper

performance of the duties demanded of us by our profession, obedience

seems tp be the most necessary quality in a sailor
;
and the reasons for n

.ready implicit obedience to lawful commands, are, in his case, stronger than

those that relate to the same duty in any other line or profession. And
thii is, because the consequence of not obeying,' is sometimes incalculable;

and, under a variety of circumstances, frequently fatal. It may be the

'^destruction of the ship ! of a fleet ! nay, even of a nation ! and this too

in matters that may nbt immediately appear of much magnitude or im-

portance. Obedience should be yielded, too, without objection or delay, and

for this reason, that no responsibility, by the act of obedience, is attached

to tbe person why Obeys. He cannot suffer for any untoward eveut that is
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the consequence of a pure act of lawful obedience in him. He conse-

quently has no reason for not obeying. Another rational motive for

obedience in the inferior to the commands of the superior is, the supposing

(which holds good in almost all cases) that the person commanding has a

better knowledge and information of what is proper to be done than the

person obeying ; and this idea may be carried through all the subordinate

degrees. It is considered equally as absurd for an inferior officer to dic-

tate to his captain, or dispute the propriety of his orders, as it would be for

a man before the mast to dispute the orders of the officer of his division."

Dr. Baynes's closing remarks are all that we shall farther

offer :

"
Now, as the first great and general wish of all is to be as happy as

possible, it must be the first great and general object of all (possessing the

faculties of reason, and free-will enabling) to obtain that knowledge, and

put in practice those talents which will best promote such an end. We
should therefore use our best endeavours to learn and practise our duty,

and seriously attend to every good and wholesome instruction and advice,

whether delivered from the pulpit, found in good books, or in any other

manner afforded us. The more we do this, the more shalf we get a distaste

to gross and sinful actions, which debase man as a rational creature, the

more shall we despise low filthy manners, violent and outrageous proceed-

ings, swearing, wilful, obstinate, and disobedient practices; and on the other

hand, the more shall we prize a decent, prudent, respectful, and dutiful con-

duct; the more satisfied shall we be with ourselves; the more shall we ren-

der ourselves happy and tranquil ;
the more beneficial shall we be to our

relations, friends, and country ;
and the more shall we be possessed of their

love and esteem; and by adding to the excellent duties of morality all that

our pure and holy religion further requires of u, we shall thus not only
' secure to ourselves every prospect of happiness here, but obtain that still

more glorious prospnct of an eternity of felicity, when time shall be no.

mure I Amen, and Amen !"

The heart's remote recesses to explore,

And tench its springs, when Prose avuil'd no mora.

FALCONF*.

EXTRACTS FROM CREATION,
A POEM, IN SEVEN BOOKS, BY BLACKMORE.

THE
sea does next demand our view

;
and there

No less the marks of perfect skill appear.

When first the atoms to the congress came,

And by their concourse form'd the mighty frame.
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did the liquid to th' assembly call,

To give their aid (o form the ponderous ball ?

First, tell us, why did any come ? next, why
In such a disproportion to the dry ?

Why ucre the moist in number so outdone,
That to a thousand dry they are but one ?

When they united, and together clung,

When undistinguish'd in one heap they hung,
How was the union broke, the knot nnty'd,

What did th' entangled elements divide ?

Why did the moist disjoin'd, without respect

To their less weight, the lowest seat elect ?

Could they dispense to lie below the land,

With nature's law and unrepeal'd command,
Which gives to lighter things the greatest height,
And seats inferior to superior weight ?

Did they foresee, unless they lay so low, -\

The restless flood the land would overflow, \.

By which the delug'd earth would useless grow ? J

What, but a conscious Agent, could provide
The spacious hollow, where the waves reside ?

Where, laid with rock and fenc'd with hills, the deep
Does in its womb the floating treasures keep ;

And all the raging regiments restrain

In stated limits, that the swelling main

."May not in triumph o'er the frontier ride,

And through the land licentious spread its tide ?

What other cause the frame could so contrive,

That, when tempestuous winds the ocean drive,

They cannot break the fye, nor disunite

The waves, which roll connected in their flight?

Their bands, though slack, no dissolution fear, ~\

Th' unscreen'd parts the greatest pressure bear.

Though loose, and fit to How, they still cohere. )
J'his apt, this wise contexture of (he sea,

Makes it the ships driv'n by the winds obey ;

"VV hence hardy merchants sail from shore to shore

Bring Indian spices home, and Guinea's ore.

When you with liquid stores have fill'd the deep,
What does the tlood from putrefaction keep ?

Should it lie stagnant, in its ample seat,

The sun would through it spread de>tructire heat.
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The wise Contriver, on his end intent,

Careful this fatal error to prevent,

And keep the waters from corruption free,

Mix'd them with suit, and season'd all the sea.

What other cause could this effect produce ?

The brackish tincture through the main diffusxj ?

You, who to solar beams this task assign,

To scald the waves, and turn the tide to brine,

Reflect, that all the fluid stores which sleep

In the remotest caverns of the deep

Uave of the briny force a greater share

Than those above, that meet the ambient air :

Others but oh how much in vain ! erect

Mountains of salt, the ocean to infect.

Who, vers'd in nature, can describe the land,

Or fix the place on which those mountains stand?

Why have those rocks so long unwasted stood,

Since, lavish of their stock, they through the ilood

Have, ages past, their melting crystal spread,

And with tlieir spoils the liquid regions fed ?

Yet more, the wise Contriver did provide, "\

To keep the sea from stagnating the tide ; v

Which now we see advance, and now subside. 3
If you exclude this great directing Mind,
Declare what cause of this effect you find :

You who this globe round its own axis drive,
-

From that rotation this event derive :

You say, the sea, which with unequal pace
Attends the earth in this its rapid race,

Does with its waves fall backward to the west,

And, thenco repell'd, advances to the east :

While this revolving motion docs endure,

The deep must reel, and rush from shore to shore :

Tlins to the setting and the rising sun

Alternate tides in stated order run.

Tli' experiments you bring us, to explain

This notion, are impertinent and vain.

An orb, or ball, round its own axis whirl,

\Vill not the motion to a distance hurl

Whatever dust or sand you on it place,

And drops of water from its convex face?

If this rotation does the seas alfect,

The rapid motion rather would eject



NAVAL POETUY. 32!

The stores the low capacious caves contain,

And from its ample basin cast Hie main,

Aloft in air would make the ocean fly,

And dash its scatter'd waves against the sky.

If you, to solve th' appearance, have recourse

To the bright sun's, or moon's impulsive force ;

Do you, who call for demonstration, tell

How distant orbs th' obedient flood impel ?

This strong mysterious influence explain,

By which, to swell the waves, they press the main.

But if you choose magnetic power, and say

Those bodies by attraction move the sea
;

Till with new light you make this secret known,
And tell us how 'tis by attraction done;
You leave the mind in darkness still involv'd,

Nor have you, like philosophers, resolv'd

The doubts, which we to reasoning men refer,

But with a cant of words abuse the ear.

Those who assert the lunar orb presides

O'er humid bodies, and the ocean guides,

Whose waves obsequious ebb, or swelling run,

With the declining or increasing moon ;

With reason seem her empire to maintain,

As mistress of the rivers, and the main.

Perhaps her active influences cause

Th' alternate flood, and give the billow laws j

The waters seem her orders to obey,

And ebb and flow, determined by her sway.
Grant that the deep this foreign sovereign owns,
That mov'd by her, it this and that way runs :

Say, by what force she makes the ocean swell,

Does she attract the waters, or impel ?

How docs she rule the rolling waves, and guide

By fix'd and constant laws the restless tide ?

Why does she dart her force to that degree,

As gives so just a motion to the sea,

That it should flow no more, no more retire,

Than nature's various useful ends require ?

A Mind Supreme you therefore must approve,
Whose high command caus'd matter first to move :

Who still preserves its course, and, with respect

To his wise ends, all motions docs direct.

, Sol, XX. x T
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He i die iilrer moon this province gave,

And fix'd her empire o'er the briny wave ;

Endow'd her with such just degrees of power,
As might his aims and wise designs procure ;

Might agitate arid work the troubled deep,

And railing waters from corruption keep,

But not impel them o'er their bounds of saud,

Nor force the wasteful deluge o'er the land.

On the formation of the earth reflect :

Is this a blind fortuitous effect ?

Did all the grosser atoms, at the call

Of chance, file off, to form the ponderous ball,

And undetermin'd into order fall ?

Did of themselves th' assembled seeds arrive,

And without art this artfnl frame contrive?

To build the earth, did chance materials choose,

And through the parts cementing glue diffuse?

Adjust the frontier of the sea and soil,

Balance and hang in air the finish'd pile ?

Ye towering hills, whose snowj peaks arise

Above the clouds, and winter in the skies ;

Ye rocks, which on the shores your heads advance j

Are you the labour and the care of chance ?

To draw up stones of such prodigious weight,

And raise th' amazing heaps to such a height,

What huge machine, what forceful instrument,

Did your blind builder of the world invent ?

Could it distinguish, could it Avail around

The damp and dark apartments under ground ?

With rocky arches vault the hollow caves,

And form the tracks of subterranean waves ?

Extend the different mineral veins, and spread
For rich metallic ores the genial bed ?

What could prepare the gulfs to entertain

Between their shores the interposing main ?

Disjoin the land, the various realms divide,

And spread with catter'd isles th' extended tide ?

Regard th' unnumber'd wonders of the deep,
Where confluent streams, their race completed, sleep*

Did chance the compass take, and in the dark

The wide dimensions of the ocean mark ?

Then dig the ample cave, and stretch the shores^

Whose winding arrts confine the liquid stores^
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Which gushing from the mountain to the main,

Through verdant rallies draw their humid train ?

Did it design the deep abyss, and spread

The ancient waters on their central bed ?

To the wild flood did sovereign Fortune say,

Thus far advance, and here thy billows stay :

Be this thy barrier, this enclosing sand
^

Thou shalt not pass, nor overflow the land ? V

And do the waves revere her high command? 3
Did chymic chance the furnaces prepare,

liaise all the labour-houses of the air,

And lay crude vapours in digestion there ?

Where nature is employ'd, with wond'rous skill.

To draw her spirits, and her drops distil ;

Meteors for various purposes to form :

The breeze, to cheer ; to terrify, the storm ;

Did she extend the gloomy clouds on high,

Where all th' amazing fireworks of the sky
In unconcocted seeds fermenting lie ?

Till the imprison'd flames are ripe for birth,

And ruddy bolts exploded wound the earth ;

What ready hand applies the kindled match,
Which evening trains of unctuous vapours catch ;

Whence shoots with lambent flight the falling star,

And flames unhurtful hovering danc in air ?

AV'hat curious loom does chance by evening spread ?

With what fine shuttle weave the virgin's thread,

Which, like the spider's net, hangs on the grassy mead. ?

Let us the moulds to fashion meteors know,
How these produce the hail, and those the s

What gave the exhalations wings to rise,

To leave their centre and possess the skies ?

\

'

i
aead. ? j
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(September October- )

RETROSPECTIVE AND MISCELLANEOUS.

FlinHE Convention of Cintra has astonished, and still continues to pcr-
-*-

plex every one, as much as the appointment of Sir Hew Dalrymple to

the chief command astonished himself, when he first received it at the?

Government House, Gibraltar. The City has exercised its high privilege of

petitioning the king to direct an inquiry to he made into mi event which
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appears to throw such disgrace on our arms and character. The papers in

the interest of government have deprecated this conduct in the metropolis;

and, in the mean time, the arrival of Sir .Arthur Wellesley and of Sirllew

keeps the public mind on the tip-toe of expectation..

In the Times of October 27, it is said, that " there really is a secret article

existing in the treaty, to the following effect,
' that the enemy shall carry

away none of his plunder.' We know not in what terms we ought to treat

this discovery, but we think it will be evident to every one, that it greatly

enhances the disgrace in which our commanders have involved their coun-

try. We have hitherto complained of the convention only as favouring our

enemies, as insulting our allies, and as tarnishing the splendour of our own

arms : Imt it is worse than all these, it is an offence against social order, a

transgression of the laws -which bind men together in civil society, to acknow-

ledge publicly the validity of acquisitions made by violence, rapacity, and

outrage, while w-e secretly stipulate for the relinquishment of property thus

obtained : for we thus give dishonesty the benefit of our open sanction and

example, while we privately own that it is against our perceptions of moral

rectitude, and repugnant to our feelings of integrity and honour. Men over-

awed by power, or oppressed by tyranny, have been known to do this; but

it is our peculiar fate that a glorious victory has sunk us into such a state of

degradation, that our commanders have been forced to publish one part of

their treaties, which affects their own reputation, and to conceal another, of

which the bare submission to concealment is most debasing. Let the secret

treaty, however, come forward. It can prove nothing favourable to those

who negotiated it; but, on the contrary, such a juggle and understanding
between the commanders of hostile armies as have not often been heard of."

We sincerely congratulate both the naval profession, and the country at

large, on the merited honour which Admiral, now Sir Richard Goodwin

Keates, has received from his sovereign, in being created one of the knights

companions of the most honourable order of the Bath. Should the war con-

tinue, we hope one day to see this great officer with his flag hoisted in the

Mediterranean a station that more particularly than any other requires

great professional and political talents.

Captain B. Hallowell, one of the select band who followed Nelson to the

Nile, and who particularly distinguished himself in that overthrow of repub-
lican pride and ambition, has sailed for the .Mediterranean in the Tigrc.

Our readers will peruse with much pleasure in the Letters on Service, the

account which is given by Captain John Stewart of the Sea-horse, off Skyro,

July 6, J808, of his gallant and skilful attack on two Turkish men of war and

a galley, who were coming round the east end of the Island of Scopolo. The

desperate and cruel character of the Turkish commanders is well known to

such of our officers as have fallen in with them. This action began at half-

jjnst
nine at night, and continued till a quarter past one. At day-light Cap-

tain Stewart took possession of the Badere Zaffcr, a fine Turkish frigate of

the largest dimensions, carrying fifty-two long brass guns, 24 pounders on the

main-deck, except two which were 40 pounders, and 12 pounders on the

quarter-deck and forecastle. Her captain, Scanderli Kichuc Alii, was only
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prevented by his own people from blowing her up : his loss was 165 killed

and 195 wounded.

Ilic Moniteur made the following comments on this action, so consistent

Tvith the deplorable character of the present French government. It betrays

the peevish abuse of a weak and malevolent mind, endeavouring by petulance
and insolent assertion to bear down the truth. "Extract from the English
Papers :

'* A vessel arrived from Malta has brought an account of a most gallant
and successful action fought by the SfJ-ftorse frigate, Captain Stewart, off the

Dardanelles, with three Turkish frigates, one of which carried 50 guns, and
the two others 44 each. That of 50 guns was taken and brought into Malta.
One of the forty-fours was sunk, and the other escaped. The Turks are said

to have lost '2(JO killed and 300 wounded. We had 6 killed and 5
wounded."
" What a brilliant triumph is this ! What mischiefhave the Turks done you,

that you should declare war against them ? Their crime has been that they
did not suffer you to burn their seraglio and their capital. If you continue

your system of self-interest, hypocrisy, and perfidy; if you assist your new
allies

sincerely, and at the hazard of your entire force, then we may easily

predict to ail Europe, that your subjection is at no great distance, and tliat it

will very shortly follow the annihilation of your armies."

Let our brave countrymen, who in our navy and army are now fighting

the battles ofthe civilized world, read, if they can with calmness, the follow,

ing passages
"

Nothing can be more agreeable to the French upo.i the continent than

to see the English at last throwing off the mask, and entering the lists in

their own proper persons. Would to God that eighty thousand, that a hun-

dred thousand English would present themselves before us in the open field I

The continent has at all times been their grave. Should they havesuflicient

confidence to advance to any distance from their ships, the people of Eng-
land will, in their turn, learn to deplore the calamities of war. Their gold
shall be moistened with blood and tears."

The arrival of French and Russian messengers just as this part of the

Chronicle was going to press, occasioned various conjectures. A cabinet

council was held, October 25, which was attended by all the ministers in

town. At the council the despatches received on Friday the 21st (the day
on which Nelson triumphed and fell, off. Trafalgar), were taken into conside-

ration. No answer has yet been sent
;
and xve may expect that if our go-

vernment should determine on sending one, it will be forwarded with an

English flag of (nice.

Another most admirable Spanish manifesto, addressed to Europe in general,

l:as been published by Antonio Mordclla Spotorno, a merchant in Car*

thagcna.

A Spanish junta is still assembled amidst the smoking ruins of Bilboa, who

have dared to tell their countrymen, through the mouth of their president,

Adm. MASSAKEDO, that all their "
distresses, and all those which the whole

iii'.gdom yet suffers, have arisen from the errors into which the general feel-
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ings have been led away, and by giving more weight to individual passions,

than to reason and the common good; and these, (say they) have risen to

such a height, that the cries of widows, the lamentations of children, the

miseries of misguided families, and general desolation are counted as

nothing." And who has inflicted these miseries ? Who has committed this

general devastation throughout Spain? One by whom indeed the cries of

widows, and the lamentations of children, are counted as nothing.

The king of the two Sicilies arrived at Naples on the 6th September.

Letters from that city state, that on the 16th of the preceding month twelve

sail of enemy's vessels appeared off Garace, in Calabria ; but the people

having assembled to defend the most exposed points, they thought fit to

stand out again to sea. One Valupto, who had been included in the

amnesty, having uttered some improper and seditious expressions, fell a vic-

tim to the fury of the populace, who threatened with a similar punishment

every one that should follow his example.
The French have lately built and launched a ship of the line at Genoa;

but attempts had been made to destroy her, since -vhich time she has been

constantly guarded by soldiers.

The Transport Board continues to engage large coppered ships for long

voyages. Many of those vessels are to proceed to India for the purpose of

bringing home hemp, the directors of the East India Company having;

engaged to furnish government with twenty thousand tons of hemp annually
for the next three years, the whole of which is to be brought home in ships

especially fitted and prepared for the purpose, so as to prevent the articles

from imbibing an improper heat on their voyage to England.

The culture of hemp is rapidly extending in Canada ; and there is much
reason to hope, that in a few years we shall, through this medium, be rerj

tiered independent of the foreign markets.

on

Copied verbatimfrom the LONDON

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, SEPTEMBER 27, 1808.

Copy of a Letter from Vice-admiral Lord Collingwood, Commander-in^hief
of his Majesty's Ships and Vessels in the Mediterranean, to the Hon..
W. W. Pole, dated on board the Ocean, at Gibraltar, August 27, 1808.

SIR,

FT ENCLOSE, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the
J-*-

Admiralty, the copy of a letter I have received from Lord Cochrane
captain of his roajesty^s ship the Imperieuse, giving an account of the sur-
render of the castle of Mongal (a fort on the coast of Catalonia, in

possession of the French), to his majesty's ship under his command, which
his lordship had subsequently destroyed, after having delivered the principal
part of the military stores to the Spanish militia.

I have great pleasure in transmitting this information to their lordships,
as it points out one of the many instances in which his majesty's ships on
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<he eastern coast of Spain have rendered effectual aid to the patriot Spa-
niards, in resisting and driving the enemy out of their country, and of tlie

zeal aud indefatigable industry with which Captain Lord Cochrane engages
in that service.

Captain Otway, of the Montague, landed at Rosas Bay a party of marines

in aid of the Spanish peasantry, to oppose a French force which was

approaching to attack that fortress en the 28d ult. and obliged the enemy
to retire. I am, &c.

COLLINGWOOD,

Ris Majesty's Ship Iinperieuse, off" Mongol,
MY LORD, 31st July, 1808.

The castle of Mongal, an important post, completely commanding a pass
in the road from Barcelona to Gerona, which the French are now besieging,
and the only one between those towns occupied by the enemy, surrendered
this morning to his majesty's ship under iny command. The Spanish
militia behaved admirably, in carrying an oui-post on a neighbouring hill.

Lieutenanr Hone, with the marines, took possession of the castle, which,

by means of powder, is now levelled with the ground. The rocks there are

blown down into the road, which in many other places is rendered im-

passable to artillery without a very heavy loss of meu, if the* determine to

repair them.
I enclose to your lordship a list of the prisoners, and of the material part

of military stores; all that could be of use to the Spanish militia has been
delivered to them. 1 have the honour to be, &c.

Right Hon. Lord Collingwood, COCHRANE.
Commander-in- chief, fyc.

1 captain, 1 lieutenant, 2 Serjeants, 8 corpora's (7 wounded), 5 gunners
(2 killed), and 54 soldiers. Total, 71.

5 cannon, 80 muskets, 80 bayonets, 80 cartouches, 500 cannon balls, 13
barrels of powder, and cartridges, &c.

Cdpy of a Letterfrom Rear-admiral the Han. Sir Alexander Cochrane, K.B.

Commander-in-chief of his
Majesty's Ships and Vessels at the Leeward

Islands, to the Hon. W. W. Pole, dated on board the Bellcitle, St. John's

Road, Antigua, 6th August, 1808.

SIR,

I have great pleasure in enclosing, for the information of the Lords Com-
missioners of the Admiralty, the copy of a letter from Captain Beaver, of
his majesty's ship Acasta, acquainting me with the capture of a very fine

French corvette, of sixteen twenty- four-pounder carronades, and two long
sixes. It is my intention to take her into the service, and name her the

Pert, until their Iwrdship's pleasure is known.
I have the honour to be, &c.

ALEX. COCHRANE.

His Majesty's Skip Acasta, off la Cuiraf

SIR, 17th July, 1308.

I beg leave to inform you, that le Serpent, French national brig, of

eighteen guns, and one hundred and four men, commanded by Mons.

Lamanon, enseigne de vaisseau, was this diiy captured off la Guira, by his

majesty's ship Acasta. i ayi, &c.
P. BEA.VER.

To the Hon* Sir A. Cocfiranc, Rear-admiral

of the White, fcc.
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SEPTEMBER 30.

His majesty has been pleased, by liis order in council of the 28th inst to

confer upon the masters of his royal navy the rank of lieutenants, accord-

ing to the following regulations^ viz. That they shall take rank in the ships

of which they shall be warranted masters, immediately after the junior

lieutenants of such ships ;
and that they shall have precedence in rank of

surgeons of the navy.

OCTOBER 4.

Copy of a Letter from Vice-admiral Campbell, Commander-in-chief of his

Majesties Ships and "rssels in the Doa~ns, to the Hon.^ W. W. Pole, dattd
on board the Princess of Orange at that anchorage, the 3J instant.

SIR,
Enclosed I transmit, for their lordships' information, a letter I have

received from Captain Newcombe, of the Beagle, stating his having cap-
tured le Hazard French privateer, of fourteen guns, and forty- rtine men,
after a chase of three hours. I have the honour to be. &c.

GEO. CAMPBELL.

SIB, fits Majesty's Sloop Beagle, at Sea, Oct. 3, 1808.

I beg leave to acquaint you, that, from the violence of the gale ycHerdav,
,1 was compelled to stand over on the English coast from my station otf"

Boulogne; and at eleven P.M. the Beagle tell in with and captured, after

a chase of three hours, le Hazard French privateer, of fourteen guns, and

forty-nine men, commanded by Joseph Marie Le Lone, the South Foreland
then bearing N.E. by E about four leagues. One of their men received a
mortal wound. It appears she sailed from Dieppe yesterday morning ;

and, in tfie early part of the night, captured the two light colliers named m
the margin;* the master and mate of the latter were on board the lugger.

My pursuit of the captured vessels was fruitless, from our being many
leagues to leeward, and five Ijours had elapsed since their falling into the

hands of the enemy. I have the honour to be, &c.
FRANCIS NEVVCOM BE.

To Commodore Owen, fyc.

OCTOBER 3.

Vice-admiral Vashon, commander-in-chief on the eastern coast of Scot-

land, has transmitted to this office a letter from Sub-lieutenant Charles

Balfour, commanding his majesty's gun-vessel the Basilisk, giving an account
of his having, on the 30th ultimo, when convoying some trade to Shetland,

captured the Danish cutter privateer Don Flinkke, of four tweli e-pounder-
carronades and two swivels, and twenty-four men.

OCTOBER 18.

Copy of a Letter from Vice-admiral Vashon, Commander-in-chief of hir

Majesty's Ships and Vessels at Leitk, to the Hon. W. W. Pole, dated a*
board the Ardent, in Lcilh Roads, 13th, instant.

SIR,
Herewith T transmit, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of

the Admiralty, a letter which I have received from Captain Farquhar, of
his majesty's ship Ariadne, giving an account of the capture of the Danish

*
Trinity Yacht and Assistance.
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tuner privateer Hcevnesen, of four guns and twenty-one men, from Stavan-

ger, out four days, but hud made no capture. I am, &c.
J. VASI1ON, Vice-admiral.

His Majesty's Ship Ariadne, October 4, 1808,

SIR, / it. 59 dfg. 30 ntin. long. 1 deg. 30 min. E.

I beg to acquaint you, that I have this day Captured the Danish cutter

privateer liu-vne^en, commanded by Abraham Steendal, carrying four

carriage guns, and twenty-one men. She belongs to Cliristiansand, butla^t

from Stavanger ; four days out, and has nut made any capture.
I am,&c.

Vice-admiral Vashon, 4 c. ARTHUR FARQUHAR.

OCTOBER 22.

Copy of n Letter from Captain R. Hawkins, of his "Majesty's Ship Minerva,
to Ad.'iiifat Lord Qambiert

dated Cunc?ina, September 25, 1808.

MY J.OP.D,

I beg leave to inform yon, that in execution of your lordship's orders on
the 23d instant, in hit. 4") dog. .'ij min. long. 9 deg. 1!> min. west, I fell ia

with and chased a brig near twenty-five leagues to the S.\V. Soon after I

came within shot of her
;
had lired at her twice ; she hoisted French colours,

and shortly after overset, the wind having freshened to a heavy gale. I

;mmcdiately brought to, and sent the barge with Mr. Carter, master's mate,
to endeavour to save the people ; they succeeded, by great exertion, in

saving sixteen of the crew; they informed us (the captain and officers

being drowned), that she was the Joseplmia letter of marque, pierced for

eighteen guns, and mounting right, with fifty men, from St. Sebastian,
bound to Guadaloupe, with a cargo of flour, brandy, wine, and clothing ;

and intended, after delivering: her cargo, to cruise against our trade in the
West Indies ; slie was a very fast sailing vessel, has been long employed as a

privateer, and done considerable mischief.

I have the honour to be, &c.

R. HAWKINS, Captain.

OCTOBER 25.

Copy of a Letter from Vice-admiral Loi d Collingicood, Commander-in-chief
y/' his Majesty's Shifts tnul I'tmte/s in the ^kditerraman, to the Hon.
IT. W. Pole, dated un board the Ocean, off Cape Pallas, the 5th of Sep-
tember, 1808.

SIR,

I enclose, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admi-

ralty, two letters which I have received from Captain Stewart, of his

majesty's ship the Seahorse, dated the 6th and 8th of July, giving the

account of his having fallen in with a large Turkish frigate and corvette on
the evening of the 5th of that month, off the island of Suopolo, and, after a
severe action, taken the iiiulere ZatTer, a Turkish frigate, of fifty-two guns,
and five hundred men : the corvette was not seen in the morning.
The example which Captain Stewart has given in this action of wrilhntry

and of skill, by which his own ship was so well preserved, while his oppo-
nent was ruined, must be highly gratifying to their lordships, and marks the

highest state of discipline of his ship, and the ability of the officers who
conducted it. /

I enclose also a letter from Captain Ilepenstall, of his majesty's sloop

Kingfisher, of the 27th of June, informing me he had captured a French
letter of marque, the Herculc, of twelve guns and fifty-seven men, off the

coast of Caramania. I am, &c.
COLLINGWOOD,

Cjjron, Gol.XX. v u
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His Majesty A Ship ScaJiorsc, off S';yraf
MY I.OKD, July 6, J808.

I have the honour to inform your lordship, that yesterday evening we
observed two Turkish men of wnr and a galley coining round the cast end
of the island of Scopolo, towards which we immediately made sail. On
.coming near enough to make out that they were both single-decked .ships,

I determined to bring them to action, having every confidence in the officers

and crew of this ship. The action began at half-past nine, the Turks going
a little oft" the wind under easy sail, and continually endeavouring to run us

on board
;
indeed I early saw that their chief attention was directed to this

object, and as the largest ship appeared of great force and full of men, I

kept this ship in a position not to be boarded. At ten o'clock, observing a

good opportunity of more particularly attacking the small ship to advantage,
we dropped alongside ot' her, and after a quarter of an hour's hot fire, at

half pistol-shot distance, her fire having totally ceased, we left her in a state

of the sjreatest distress and confusion, with her wiils mostly down, and just

before we had left her she had partially blown up forward. By this time

the large frigate, which, from having fallen a little to leeward, had not been
able to assist her consort, had again got pretty close up, and the action

between us soon recommenced ; still so obstinate was the resistance of the

Turks, that it was not till a quarter past one we rendered her a motionless

wreck. As they now would neither answer nor fire, I conceived it most

prudent, knowing the character of the people, to wait for daylight to scud
on hoard her. At daylight, observing her colours upon the stump of the

mizen-mast, we poured a broadside into her stern, when she struck, and I

had the pleasure to take possession of the Badere Zafter, a very fine frigate,

of the largest dimensions, carrying fifty-two long brass guns, twenty-t'our

pounders, on the main deck, except two, which are forty-two pounders, and

twelve-pounders on the quarter-deck and forecastle. She had a complement
of five hundred men, and was commanded by Captain Scanderli Kichuc

Alii, who, I am informed, was only prevented by his own people from

blowing her up. Her loss in killed and wounded is prodigious, one liundreil

and sixty-five killed, and one hundred and ninety-live wounded ; ours com-

paratively small, five killed and ten wounded. Our mizen-mast fell soon
after the action, which is the greatest injury we have sustained. The
other ship was named the Ahs Fezan, carrying twenty-Jour thirrrpt.-

pounders, and two mortars, commanded by Captain Darngardi Alii, uith a

complement of two hundred and thirty men. I understand they took most
of the men out of the galley before the action, and sent her away.

Having now, my lord, given you the details of this affair, there only
remains the pleasant office of recommending to you the officers and ship's

company, who, during a tedious night action, where much depended upon
working the sails as well as the guns, behaved in a manner to command mv
wtmost gratitude. The disparity of force, with the loss in the enemv's

ships, will prove the greatness of their exertions, to which I shall add, that

thirty men were absent from the ship. Mr. Downie, the first lieutenant, is

an officer of merit, ability, and experience; and I beg strongly to recom-
mend him to your lordship's protection for promotion. Mr. Lester, mas-
ter's mate, who has passed, is also very deserving of promotipn. Thomas
Hully, gunner's mate, and an excellent man, acted as gunner ; and, from
his conduct, is very deserving of such a situation.

I am now proceeding with the prize for any port I can first get into'

among the islands, as it is with difficulty we can keep her above water.

I have the honour to be, &c.

JOHN STEWART,
The Right HQH. Lord CoUingwood, Commv.nder-

in-chicf, tVc,
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On board his Majesty's Sloop Kiiigsfisher, oft'tfo
Coast of CaraiiKitiui, Cape B/euit I/caring .V. It .

MY LORD, liy
X. Un Leagues, June '27, KJ08.

It is with great pleasure I have the honour to inform you, that, at daylight
this morning, I saw a hirst1 sail in the S.W. which 1 immediately went in

chase of, and, with the assistance of the sweeps the wind being very light,
at twelve o'clock I had the satisfaction of arriving up within gun-shot of the-

chase, who had hoisted French colours, when I commenced firin<: on her,
which she returned very warmly, and, after a running tight ot one hour, she

^truck. She proves to be le llercule, a very fine new French ship lector of

marque, with a caigo of cotton on hoard, from Aleppo and Cyprus, bound
to Marseille* or Genoa, armed -.\uh twelve gan^; eighteen*, twelves, and

eights ; manned with fury-seven men
;
commanded by Moa.s. Gerome

Cav.ivsa, a member of the Legion of Honour. I nm happy in U-in able to

say, that I have every reason to be pleased \vi;h the steady, excellent con-
duct of Mr. It Suudi.-h. first lieutenant, the other officers, and ship's com-

pany on this occasion. I had but one man slightly wounded, but suffered

very much in the yards and running ringing ;
the enemy had one man

killed and three wounded.
I have the honour to be, &c.

W. IiPPEXSTA T
.L.

Vice-admiral Lord
Collingtttood, $c.

Cojii/ of another Letter from Vice-admiral Lord Qilltngzcood, to the Hun.
jr. H'. Pule, Jaitd onboard tke Oo.au, at Sea, lite 1st tfSejit. 1308.

6IR,
I have the pleasure to enclose, to be laid before my Lords Commissioners

of the Admiralty, t!n: copy of a letter transmitted to me by Vice-admiral

TLornhwough from Chptiun i{.osenhagen, of his majesty's ship the Volage,
giving au account of that -hip having captured, on the 28th of July last, the

1'rench brig of war I'tnum, of sixteen guns (pierced for eighteen), com-
Oianued by the-

CiijUitiii-ot'-frigatc livfar, with a complement of one hun-
dred and eblit men.
As ia leprcsentcd to be nearly new, and fit for his majesty's

fcervicc, I proposal caus.ng her to be taixen into it, if she is found so ou

I iiJ-o tnmsniit a-lo(t.-r, with its enclosure, which I have received from
the lion. Captain l)un< an, of Ins majesty's ship 1'orcupine, wlui o;i several

former occasions Ixas j>ra.->ed, m the inchest terms, liie ability and zeal

by Lieutenant 1'rice, ia conductin.: siaiilar successful eaterprhes
euiUii\, I am, &e.

CULLIXGWOOD.

Hit Mujtati/'s Ship Village, Jincourt SoiniJ,

sin, Klfi Attgutt, I-

I have the honour to inform you, that T arrived here yesterday morning
with le Reqptn, r'n-nch briii, of sixU-cn tr'ii:--, and one hundred and einht

Mini, uliich I had tht uood fortune to fall in with in the morning of tbe
iyth ultimo, a little to the northward of COIMCU, and captnrfd her, after a
hard cha-c of nine hours, m winch her boats, boom, and anchors were,

thrown ovci board.

>he i?! couunanded by Capitainc-dc-fiVinitc Derar, UK i;il>er of the Legion
of Hnoour, and had left Ajaccio only ilu; mornin_r before we fell in with

litT, having put ia there on iier vui
; iejs KJ 'l'julun

;
with three
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prizes taken on her passage. She is a very fine brie;, pierced for eighteen
guns, built at Rochefort only fourteen months since, and is the same which
die Wizard engaged some time aco.

The number of prisoners I have on hoard will make it necessary for me,
to go to Malta; but I shall return to mv station without delay.

I have the honour to be, &c.
O. L. J. HOSEXHAGEX.

Vice-admiral Tharnborougk, <5

-

c.

Two of the brig's prizes belonged to the Lavinia and Spartan, whose
crews were recaptured.

His Majesty's Ship Porcupine, at Sea,
MY LORTJ, July 14, 1808.

I have the honour to inform your lordship, that on the morning of the

9th instant, being off Mount Circello, on the coast of Romania, I observed

two French gun-boats, with a merchant vessel under convoy, going along
shore to the westward ; as the ship was becalmed, I sent Lieutenant Price

with the boats in pursuit of them ; after a row of eight hours in a hot sun,
he drove the latter on shore, and forced the gun- boats to take shelter under
the batteries of Port Dango. At this time, seeing three very suspicious
vessels coming down with a fresh breeze from the westward, I was obliged
to recall him ; but before we could cut them off, they also got into the same
harbour. Next morning I observed that one of them, a large Polacre ship,

lay further out than the others, and having reconnoitred, thought it possible
to take her; I was the more induced to try it, from a wish to give a check
to the trade along this coast,which, they think, from their numerous batteries,

they can carry on without molestation. As soon as it was dark the boats

went in, under the command of Lieutenant Price, and, from under the

heaviest fire 1 ever saw, brought her out. She carries ei^iit long six-poun-
cler guns, and had on board between twenty and thirty men, from Hicres

Bay, hound to Naples, with salt.

When I consider that this vessel was moored to a beach, lined with

French soldiers, within pistol-shot of two batteries and a tower, and of
three gun-boats, carrying each a twenty-four-pounder and thirty men ; that,

from the baffling winds, she was an hour and twenty minutes before she got
out of range of grape, and that the enemy were at first perfectly prepared
for the attack, I cannot find words to express my admiration at the intrepid
conduct of all the officers, seamen, and marines employed in it.

I am sure that the services of Lieutenant Price, he having been more
than thirty times in action with the boats of this ship since October last, and
his sufferings on this occasion, being severely wounded on the head and

right leg, will be a sufficient excuse for my requesting, in the strongest terms,
that your lordship will recommend this gullunt ofticer to the consideration

of the Lords of the Admiralty.
Enclosed are the names of the officers employed in the boats, and a list

of the wounded, all of whom, I urn happv to say, are likely to do well
;

for-

tuoately we had none killed, 1 am, c\c.

HENRY DUNCAN, Captain,

The T&pht Hon. Lord Collingrcnod, Vicc-

admiratoftheRed,Coi!,mander*in-clnef.

Names of the Officers employed in the Boa's of his Majesty^ Ship Porcupine,
on the Bight of the iOth

<if July, 1808.

George Price, first lieutenant; Francis Smith (C), second lieutenant;
James Renwick, lieutenant of royal marines; Messrs. Barry, Fe;Uherstoue

?

\Vilkes, Adams, and Butler, midshipmen ;
Mr. Anderson, captain's clerk.
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'List of the Officers, Seamen, and Marines reminded in the Bouts of his Ma-

Jttt/'x Ship Porcupine, on the Nig fit of the 10th of July, 1808.

Lieutenant George Price, severely; John O'Brien Butler, midshipman,
severely ; John Campbell, second master's mate, ditto

; James Lewis, able,
ditto ; Joseph Germain, ordinary, ditto ; Edward Edwards, able, slightly ;

James Ropers, private of marines, severely; William Mitchell, private of

marines, slightly.

HENRY DUNCAX.

Vice-admiral Yashori, Commander-in-chief at Leith, has transmitted to

the IJoii. \Villiam Wtlicsley Pole two letters from Captains Baugh and Dix,
of his majesty's sluops Ciio and Cygnet, of which the following are

copies :

His Majesty's Sloop Clio, Leith Roads,
SIR, \1th October, 1808.

I beg leave to inform you, that, on the 21st ult. whilst cruising off

Fleckoro, I captured a small Danish privateer, with six guns and eleven

men. I have, &c.
T. F. BAUGH, Commander.

Vice-admiral Vasfion, <"c

His Majesty'"* Sloop Cygnet, at Sea,

SIR, 4th October, 1C08.

I captured, tin's day, after a chase of five hours, Bergen bearing E. by S.

twenty-three leagues, the Danish sloop privateer Giengielderen, of four

{inns and uventy-fivc men; out three days, without having made any cap-
tures. The Giengielderen was titled at Bergen for a cruise of eight weeks
en the coast of Scotland. 1 have, &c.

EDWARD DIX.
To James Vashon, E>>q. Vice-adinirul of

the Blue, 4 c. Leith.

Promotions atVD appointment/?.

Rear-admiral Sir Samuel Hood, K.B. has received his majesty's permission
to wear the Grand Cross of the order of the Sword, conferred upon him by
his Swedish majesty; and also that Captains Martin and Thompson should

accept and bear the knighthood of that order.

His majesty has been pleaded to confer on Rear-admiral Buller and the
heirs male of his body lawfully begotten, the title of a baronet of thfc united

kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland.

His majesty has been pleased to confer on Rear-admiral Keats the
honourable order of the Bath.

iJ( :\r-admiral Sir Richard Strachan is appointed to the command of his

majesty's fleet in the Baltic, rice Sir James Saumare*, retired, from ill

health.

Captain Daly, who so nobly fought the Comet fire-ship against three of
the enemy's corvettes bound to Martinique, has been promoted to the rank
of post captain.

Captain Sir Charles Brisbane is appointed governor of the island of St.

Vincent, in the West Indies.

Captain T. F. Kennedy is appointed to command his majesty's sloop
Cordelia; Captain Alexander to the Colossus, vice Morris ; Captain
Columbine to the So'elm- ; Captain (Jill to the Onyx; Captain XV. 1{.

Smith to the Hunter, on the Jamaica station ; Captain K. Rushworth to the



334 NAVAL HISTORY OF THE PliESENT YEAR, 1808.

Captain; Captain Revans to the T.yra, at Deptford ; Captain Christopher
is appointed to command the Dolphin, of 44 guns; 'Captain Temple to the

Crescent; Captain Christopher Watson to the- Dolphin, of 44 guns, at

Deptford ; Captain Alexander Robert Kerr to the Valiant, -vice Young ;

Captain J. Pearce to the Hope; Captain Henry Probyn to the Blossom;
Captain Henry Folkes Edgell to the Cornelia; Captain Matthew Foster to

the Majestic; Captain Thomas Brown to the Inflexible; Captain John

Foyce to the Rcdpole ; Captain Spc-hnan Swaine to the Helycon; Captain
Martin White to the Vulture ;

and Captain Benjamin Crispin to the

Leveret.

Captain John Bligh, nephew of Admiral Bligh, has been removed from
the Alfred to the command of his majesty's ship Ardent.

Lieutenant Joseph Coxwell is appointed to command the Sandwich pri-

son-ship; Henry Thomas Shevven to the Caliope ; Thomas Gwillam to the

Inflexible ; Matthew Belchier to the Kmaldo ; Clifton Curtis to ditto ;

George Young to the Britoraart ; David .Swan to the Neptune; George
Vallack to the Illustrious

;
James Shepherd to the Goshawk ; Hugh Pearson

to the Arethusa; George Elliott to the Chanticleer ; Bevis Thelwall to the

Rattler; Joseph S. Tetley to the Solebay ; John Roberts (3) to the Ned
F-lvin

; Frederick Brodie to the Salvador del Mundo ; Lieutenant Donui-
thorne to the Venus (Danish) ; Robert Turner to the Majestic ; John Foyce
to the Chanticleer; Henry Harris to the Arethusa; John Fuilton to the

Princess Carolina; Andrew Pidgley to the Princess Charlotte; John B.

Smith to the Surinam; Thomas Simpson (3) to the Combatant ; Charles

Spence to the St. George; Augustus Parkyus to the Inflexible; James
Bronkbank to the Mercurius ; Martin St. Prix to ditto

;
Abraham Hughes

to the Halcyon ; Thomas Council to the Gannett ; John Man ton to the

Redpole; Christopher C. Askew to ditto ; Frederick Joseph Leroux to the

Cordelia ; Thomas W. Kent to the Leveret ; George M'Guise to die Ve-
nus

; Win. Edwards (l) to the Pelorns; John Luck raft to the Ned Elvin;
Thomas Goble to the Sparrow; Thomas Smith ('2) to the Lyra ; George
Brooks to the Britnmart ; George Canning to the Centaur; Thomas Blake

^to the Caliope ; George Kippen to the Defiance; Joseph Beckett to the

Agincourt ; Charles Crowdy to the Cornelia ; Thomas Kerwan to the

Crescent; Hector A. M'Lean to ditto
; Henry Stokes to ditto ; George W.

Larman to the Agincourt; David St. Clair to the Come!.s.
;
Henry Win.

Bishop to the Achille ;
William Cuthbert to the Riualdo ; Richard

Novos:elski to the Cordelia; and Charles Daniel Castle to the Helicon.

A list of midshipmen passed for lieutenants on the 5th of October :

John Phepoe, Robert Drununond, Henry Sheridan, John C. Snell, H. W.

Bailey, R. M. Teed, W. P. i*ur/e, James Guttery, C. G. Stevenson, Charles

Dav, William Johnson, William Hanby ; 12th October, 1808, the Hon. C.
L. luby.

Surgeons appointed.

Dr. Veitch is appointed by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to

be surgeon of the naval hospital at Antigua, vice Cuming, deceased.

Dr. John Clifford is appointed to be surgeon of the naval hospital at

Halifax, Nova Scotia.

Dr. Magrath, late surgeon of his majesty's ship Victory, with the immor-
tal Nefebti, i.-> appointed surgeon to prisoners ol war at Dartmoor.

Mr. Robert Prirteaux is appointed to be surgeon of the Lily ; John

Ingiedenv to the Redpole ;
Charles Mayberry to the Onyx ; Thomas

Miirchruit to the Sv'mlie
; Charles F.spliu to the Alexandria ; Robert

Robertson to the Kangaroo j Hubert RiuJeli to the Venus; Robert Smyili
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to tlie Vengeance prison !>hip ;
,!i)hn Richardson to the Blossom ; William

iiovd(l) to the llcrcule; James Smith to tin- uucit'er ; Air. Thomas Bishop
to the Demerury; Charles Rolt'e to the Crescent; John Spark to the

Vein-ruble; John Macansh to the Tijjre ; Archibald Lang to the Cornelia ;

and William HenderM.ni to the Decade.

Mr. Richard Uallahan is promoted to the rank of surgeon.

Assistant Surgeons appointed.

Mr. T. M. Purrott is appointed to the Arrow schooner; David James to

the Valiant; J. 11. Swan to Jamaica Hospital; Thomas Davis to the

Cherokee ; James Arnot to the Indignant ; John Honey to the Thunderer;
John Johnstone to the Royal William; James Scott to be assistant of" the

Kmlymion ; George Bernard to the Zealous; Mr. Graham to the Caton ;

Alexander Waters to the Melville; Alexander Chalmers to the Princess

Carolina; J. H. Acheson to the Malta; Richard Hobbs to the Malabar ;

and James Pollock to the Ruby.

BIRTHS.

On the 18th of.September, at Southampton, the wife of Captain Henry
Jenkins, of the royal navy, of a daughter.

On the llth of October, at Camberwell Grove, the lady of Captain
Iloncyman, of the royal navy, of a son.

On the 21st of October, at Southampton, the lady of Captain J. R.

Franklin, of the lion. East India Company's service, of a son.

On the 1 Jth of October, at his house in Great Mary-la-bonne street, the

lady of Captain Rolls, of the royal navy, of a son.

MARRIAGES.
Mr. W. II. Lintott, of Rumsey, Hants, to MissKittoe, daughter of George

Kittoe, Esq. late naval officer at the island of Antigua.

Lately, at Whithy, 3.1 r. Nathaniel Langborne, of that place, to Miss

Widowrield, of Stokesley, grandaughter to the late gallant Captain
Hornby, of the ship \\ rightson and Isabella, who, with five men and three

boys, fought a French privateer, of ten carriage and eight swivel guns, and
75 men, for six hours, when the latter blew up ; for which gallant conduct
lie received a gold chain ami medal from the hands of George 11. as a re-

ward for his bravery.

On the ^Oih of September, at Kingston Church, after a protracted court-

ship of t/trt c iJui/x, Mr. I'age, who had lately returned from sea, to Widow
Knight, near Kingston Cross. When they returned home, after the mar-

riage ceremony was performed, this brave son of Neptune threw a bundle
of bank notes into the lap of Ins fair bride. The acquaintance arose, in his

accidentally observing her put up her- window shutters, when lie verv

politely tendered his assistance, and afterwards hia person, till br

OBITUARY.

Gosport, October ZZlh, 1808.
" A constant reader" of the XAVAI. CHRONICLE presents his most sin-

cere good wishes to the Editor, and submits the following for his juHgiuciii,
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if worthy of insertion, in his next month's (or, if not in time, in his Decent

ber's) Naval Chronicle.

Drowned, in Yarmouth roads, on the night of the 19th of October, Cap-
tain Charles llarford, of his majesty's sloop Chanticleer, aged about 28

jears. The circumstances attending this most melanclvoly catastrophe ar

as follow: Captain llarford being 'unacquainted (having just arrived)
with the rules of the port admiral, which prohibits boats lauding or going off*

in foul weather, after sunset, or when a certain flag is hoisted, was return-

ing to his ship on the above evening, when a squall upst-t the boat. * " Tl;

.captain, the master, and IMr. Poor, midshipman, continued on the keel of

'the boat from six o'clock until nine, when the captain and Mr. Poor left the

boat, and were seen no more; the master, by his repeated cries, was saved,

Ly boats which put otV from the shore. Thus perished, in the very prime of

life, an officer who promised fair to le one of die greatest ornaments to the

service as an otlicer, brave, 'resolute, and humane as a friend, sincere,

warm, and affectionate as a companion, mild, aiT.iblc, ami unassuming':
there was not a dry eye in the ship whonr the awful circumstance was made
known never was a mortal more universally beloved : he belongs to the

respectable family of t!.c same name in Bristol. He had long most eanu-iiv
->uiicitcfl employment, and was appointed to life Chrmtu-Iter in August last :

he tilted her out, and repaired 10 North Yarmouth, -where he met his ill-

<timcd death ; aud On being washed on shore, wa-> there interrcJ, with all

military honours, by Vice-admiral, Douglas. His untimely death, ir is

hoped, will prove a warning to others, not to trust themselves under sail in

uch dangerous roadsteads in dark or blowing weather. The gig which

Captain llarford was upset in w;is one allowed by government to the Chan-
!

tic!eer,t which, being a particularly constructed vessel, had gigs allowed

in lieu of the other larger boats usually made use of in sloops of war."

Drowned, at the same time as Captain llarford, Mr. John Poor, midship-
man, aged about 1(3 ;

a youth of must amiable character, and who, from the

great abilities lie shewed at tiiis early age, promised tu be every thing great
:und good.

At Mount Tiviot, on the 20th of September, John Elliot, Esq. admiral of

.the .red.

l.ptcly, was drowned in the Downs, by the Bombay's boat upsetting,
Lieutenant Allcott, of that ship, and Mr. Thompson, boatswain.

Lately, at Greenwich, Lieutenant Jago, of the royal navy, at an
advanced age.

Lately, at Calcutta, Captain Thomas Spence, late of the Diamond frigate^

universally lamented.

* At Exeter, Devon, Lieutenant Henry Rice, of the royal navy.

Lately, the Ilev. George Thompson, 41 years chaplain to the Trinity

'House, Hull.

At. Weedon Lodge, Bucks, the lady of Captain Humphreys, .of the

, royal navy.

At Canterbury, Mrs. M. Hodges, relict of Captain J. Hodges, .of, the

royal navy.

.* The following part is from the account of an ofiicer on board,

-f This is mentioned, as many people crronoously" sup'pose k \ras a gig of Cup-
aiu Harlbrd's own choice
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OF THE LATE

SIR HYDE PARKER, BART.
VICE-ADMIRAL OF THF, BLUE SQUADRON.

<f The waves have spent their fury;

The sea- nymphs in their pearly caves

! From future storms secure you."
CUMBERLAND.

*
jl
^HE gentleman, to whom the following particulars relate, was

the father of Sir Hyde Parker, Knt. whose services are

recorded in the fifth volume of the NAVAL CHRONICLE ;* and

who, having attained the rank of admiral of the red squadron, died

on the 16th of March, 1807.+

Mr. Parker was the descendant of an ancient and highly

respectable family, which is understood to have settled at Ifoberton,

in Devonshire, early in the fifteenth century. J He was the second

son of the Rev. Hyde Parker, rector of Tredington, in Worcester-

shire, who married the daughter of a Mr. Reeves; and grandson

of Sir Henry Parker, Bart, by Margaret, the daughter of Dr.

Alexander Hyde, bishop of Salisbury.

His earlier services are unrecorded; but, on the 16th of Jan.

1744-5, he was promoted to the rank of lieutenant. The time of

his holding the intermediate rank of commander must have been

short; as, on the 24th of March, 1747-8, he was made post, in

the Lively frigate. It was on board "the Lively, that his son first

entered the service.^ In 1757, he commanded the Squirrel, of

$0 guns; but, whilst in this ship, he is mentioned only as having

stopped, at Embden, a considerable quantity of forage, which was

* V'uk pae 281, el scq.

t NAVAL CURONICLK, Vol. XVII. page 263.

J One branch of t^ct'amily removed from Iloherton, about the- year 1 COO,

to BoriogdiMi and Sultr;i;n, in the same county, the heir of wliidi branch Ls

Lord Boringdu.n.

Vide NAVAL CHRONICLE, Vol. V. page 281.

. tfferon. CtoI.XX. s x
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intended for the use of the French army ; and, by the following

memorandum, as the captor of the America :

" The right honourable the lords of appeal heard council on the ship

America, Lewis Ferret, taken by his majesty's ship the Squirrel, Hyde Par-

ker, Esq. commander; wlicn their lordships pronounced, that the ship

America in question is. this cause, having been freighted on French account,,

and employed in a voyage to St. Domingo, a French settlement in the Wcit

Indies; "having delivered her outward-bound cargo with permission of the

French governor there, and her homeward-bound cargo having been put
on board after a survey, subject to thj payment of the several duties, cus-

toms, and penalties arteahle to the laws of France, the master having also

destroyed the bill of lading, with many other of the ship's papers, and tke

cargo found on board being admitted to be the property of French subjects^

declared, that the said ship ought by law to be condemned in this case as

a French ship ; they therefore affirmed the sentence, condemning the ship

and cargo as a prize."

In the course of the same year (1757) Captain Parker was

appointed to the Brilliant frigate ; and, in the month of April,

17o9, whilst commanding that ship, he captured the Basque, a

large French privateer, of 22 guns, nine-pounders, and 210 men.

In 1760, he was promoted to the Norfolk, of 74 guns, and

sent out to the East Indies. Soon after his arrival there, he

removed into the Grafton, of 70 guns, Rear-admiral Cornish

having taken the Norfolk for his flag-ship. Towards the close of

the year, Admiral Stevens, the commander-in-chicf, was employed
in the blockade of Pondicherry, whence he was driven, by a sudden

and tremendous hurricane, on the 1st of January, 1761. On the

3d of that month, however, he resumed his station, having been

joined by Captain Parker's ship, the Norfolk, with the Grafton,

and the Liverpool. In the same month, Captain Parker assisted,

as one of the council of war, which was convened for the purpose
of answering the demand, made by Governor Pigot, that the

town of Pondicherry should be delivered into the hands of the

East India Company.

Captain Parker's next ship was the Panther, of 60 guns, into

which he removed in 1762; and in which he served under Admiral

Cornish, on the memorable and successful expedition against

Manilla. It was on the 24th of September, assisted by the cap.

tains Kempenfeidt* and Brereton, that he superintended the land.

* The late unfortunate Admiral Kempenfeidt, who wa- lost in the lloy.d
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ing of the troops, through a most -violent surf, by which many of

the boats were dashed to pieces, and a
(jiiantity

of arms and am-

munition was damaged.*

After the reduction of Manilla, Gapfain Parker, accompanied

by Captain (the late Sir Richard) King, in the Argo, was despatch-

ed in quest of the St. Philipina, a ricli galleon, winch Admiral

Cornish had been informed was on her passage from Acapulco to

Manilla. The Panther and Argo sailed from Manilla on the -1th

of October ; and, on the 30th, they fell in with, and gave chase

to, a large ship, which they took fur the St. Plrilipina, but which

afterwards proved to be the Santissima Trinidada, another galleon,

larger than an English 71. She had 700 men on beard ; but had

been dismasted in a gale of wind, and had but few guns mounted.

Captain Parker, by the rapidity of a counter current, was driven

amongst the Naranjos, reduced to the utmost hazard of wreck, and

compelled to drop his anchor, to wait for the turn of the. tide.

Captain King continued the pursuit, and came up with the chase ;

but, after an encounter of two hours, was compelled to desist.

During the action, however, the current slackened, Captain Par.

ker got under weigh, gave chase a second lime, got up with the

enemy ; and, after a continued cannonade, of upwards of two

hours, he compelled him to surrender. The value of the prize,

though less than that of the St. Plrilipina, is said to have been

upwards of 500,0001.+

Captain Parker had no further opportunity of distinguishing

himself in the East Indies
;
but is believed fo have returned to

England in the Norfolk, in 1761.

Jn consequence of the peace, which had taken place in 17G3,

Captain Parker, in common with many other deserving officers,

remained for a considerable time unemployed. Jn 1772, we find

him commanding the Boston, of 32 guns, a cruiser on the home

station :-and, in 1777, he was appointed to the Invincible, of 74

guns, one of the ships which were put into commission, in conse-

quence of <lto hostile aspect of France.

*
'I IK- (iliic'r.il details of the Manilla expi-iliiion arc ivm in our mrmoir

of the present Admiral Cornish, nephew of the then conmuimler of. th;U

name. Vide. NAV.M, Ciino.Mri r, Vol. XI. [mur .'! UI.

t TUc particulars of this capture arc given in the Vth andXlItb volumes

f the NAVAL (.'IIRO.NH i.v, p;^'* 23'-i and 412.
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On the 23d of January, 1778, he was promoted to the rank of

rear-admiral of the blue squadron ; and, haying hoisted his flag

on board the Royal Oak, he was appointed second in command

of the fleet which sailed to America, in June, under Vice-

admiral Byron, in quest of M. d'Estaing's squadron, which had

)eft Toulon about the middle of the preceding April. On the 3d

of July the fleet was dispersed by a violent storm ; and the

vice-admiral, who had his flag on board the Princess Royal, of

08 guns, arrived alone off Sandy Hook on the 18th of August.

D'Estaing was at anchor there before him, and in such a situation

as to prevent him from getting either into New York or Rhode

Island ; in consequence of which he bore away for Ualifax, which,

he reached in safety on the 26th.

Rear-admiral Parker, having shifted his flag into the Conqueror,

arrived at New York on the 29th of August, carrying in with him

the Royal Oak, Fame, Sultan, Bedford, and Grafton, but all of

them in a very shattered and disabled state.

The French fleet having also sustained considerable damage, in

a gale of wind, had retired to Boston, for the purpose of repair,

ing and refitting; which having accomplished, they, at the close of

the year, proceeded to the V.
r

cst Indies. Vice-admiral Byron,

when he had repaired the damages of his ship, formed a junction

w ith his colleague ; and, with all the force that they could collect,

they followed M. d'Estaing, and arrived in the West Indies in time

to prevent any farther attack from being made upon Rear-

admiral Barrington. That officer, with a comparatively contemp-

tible force, had not only withstood the utmost efforts of the French

admiral, but had made himself master of St. Lucia, even in his

sight. D'Estaing now retired into Port Royal, unwilling to risk

a battle, at least until after the arrival of a re-euforcementj of which

he was in daily expectation.

Affairs remained in this situation until the middle of June ;

when, a considerable homeward-bound fleet having assembled at

St. Christopher's, Vice-admiral Byron, considering their safety to

be an object of great importance, escorted them, with his whole

force, clear of the islands. On his return to St. Lucia, on the 1st

of July, he received intelligence that the island of St. Vincent had

beeo taken by a small body of French j and that D'Estaing,
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toad been joined by a strong squadron, under the command of

2VI. de la Motte Piquet, had availed himself of the absence of the

British fleet, to attack the island of Grenada. Hoping to arrive

there in sufficient time to effect its relief, he immediately sailed;

but, after an able and gallant defence, the island hud been obliged

to surrender at discretion. At day-break, on the 6th of July, the

enemy's fleet was discovered getting under sail from St. George's

Bay, and stretching out to sea. When completely formed, they

were found to consist of twenty-seven ships of the line, very few

of which carried less than 74 guns ; whilst the English had but

twenty-one ships of the line, seven or eight of which carried but 64

guns each. Notwithstanding this great superiority of force on the

part of the French admiral, he anxiously avoided a close action ;

and, though an engagement took place, in which upwards of five

hundred men were killed and wounded on the part of the English,

and between t\vo and three thousand on that of the French, the

result was in no respect decisive. 'On this occasion, Rear-admiral

Parker commanded the rear division of the fleet, but was not able

to get up, so as to have any share in the battle.

Soon afterwards, in consequence of the vice-admiral's return to

England, the chief command devolved upon this officer, who

remained upon the same station, during the winter season, with

the following squadron :

Skips. Guns. Commanders.

C Hyde Parker, Esq. rear-admiral of

Princess Royal .... 98 < the red squadron.*
'
Captain

{Joshua

Rowley, Esq. rear-admiral of

the blue.

Captain H. C. Christian.

Conqueror 74 Walter Griffith.

Magnificent 74 John Elphinstone.

Vengeance 74 -

Cornwall 74 Tim. Edwards.

Sultan 74 Alan Gardner.

Albion.... .. 74 George Bowyer.
Elizabeth 74 lion. F. Maitland.

Grafron 74 Thomas Collingwood.

Stirling Castle C4 Ph.Carket.

Medway CO Wm. Affleck.

* He had been made reur-iuliuiral of the red in the month o! February

preceding.
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Rear-admiral Parker's operations, in protecting the

of England, and in distrer-sing that of the enemy, were

successful ;
a considerable number of ships of large burthen, laden

vith provisions, ammunition, stores, and merchandize of uifterent

kinds, falling into the hands of his cruisers. At one time (on the

22d of September) seven vessels, all armed, were captured ; some

of t'dein of 600 tons burthen, and mounting 30 guns each. Nor

<was his success confined merely to captures of this description ;

for several frigates and ships of war were also taken. The most

important of these were, the Alcmcne, of 32 guns; the Compass,

of 20; the Fortune?, of 42 ; the Blanche, of 38 ; and the Ellis,

of 28 ; together with the Sphynx, a British frigate, which had

been taken by the enemy a short time before.

About eight o'clock, in the morning of the 18th of December,
the Preston being on the look-out between Martinique and St.

Lucia, was observed to be standing over, with the signal flying

for having discovered a fleet. Rear-admiral Parker, who Mas

lying with the squadron in Gros Islet Cay, immediately put to sea,

and stretched over to Fort Royal. The fleet which had been seen

was soon discovered to be an enemy's convoy, which, on the

appearance of the British squadron in chase, was thrown into the

greatest disorder. About 4 P.M. nine or ten sail of them had

been run on shore on the coast of Martinique, and had been set on

fire by our boats. By this time, the Boreas had brought a French,

frigate to action in Fort Royal Bay, and most probably would

have carried her, had not M. de la Motte Piquet slipped his cables,

with two other 74 gun ships, and borne down to her assistance ;

by which manoeuvre he also saved a part of the convoy. The

account of this affair is thus given in the admiral's own words :

" On tlie 18th of December, the Preston, being between Martiuico and

St. 'Lucia to windward, made the signal for a fleet, which was no sooner ob-

served on board the Princess Royal, than a signal was thrown out for the

ships under my command to slip their cables and chase to windward. The

captains were then assembled at a court martial, and as the ships were in

a course of fitting) some lay on the heel, others had their saits unbent, and

from all of them, great numbers were employed on shore in wooding and

watering. Under these circumstances, the alertness and despatch with

which the ships put to sea was surprising even to me, who am no stranger

to the activity and briskness of Knglish officers and sean>cn. As tU$

squadron stood over for Fort Royal, the enemy's ships were discovered to be
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a convoy. Before four in tlie afternoon nine or ten of them run them-

selves on shore on the island <>f Martinicy, and were set on fire by our boats,

either immediately or the next morning. About the same time I observed

the Boreas engaged with a French frigate in Port lloyal Bay: a French

rear-admiral, with two other seventy-four <jun-ships, slipped their <

and bore down upon him, which obliged the Boreas to sheer oil". This dex-

terous manuiuvre saved their frigate and some of their merchant ships. The
French admiral hauled his wind in good time, and kept plying for tbe

road."

Rear-admiral Parker returned to St. Lucia with his prizes.

In February, 1780, M. de Guichen arrived at Martinique, with

a re-e,nforcement of seventeen ships of the,- line, four frigates, and

three luggers; a circumstance which rendered the force of the

French fleet so strikingly superior to that of the British, that the

commander of the latter was under the necessity of acting merely

on the defensive, until the arrival of Sir George Rodney, which

took place on the 27th of March, with four ships of the line.

Previously to this, the French H6et had. been for several dayi

parading in sight of the island of St. Lucia, and had retired into

Fort Royal Bay, Martinique, only a few ho
x
nrs before Sir George

Rodney joined Rear-admiral Parker, in Gros Islet Bay.
On the 2d of April, the British fleet, which was then in good

order, proceeded oil" Fort Royal Bay, and continued there two

days ; but dc Guichen, notwithstanding his numbers were still

superior, refused to venture out. A squadron of copper-bottomed

ships was therefore left to watch his motions, and the rest of the

fleet returned to its anchorage in Gros Islet Bay In the night of

the 15th, the French admiral put to sea
;
on the 16th, he was dis.

covered in the north-west
; and, on the 17th, a general chase

having been ordered, the British licet came up with, and engaged

him. The particulars of this action are so fully given in our

memoir of Lord Rodney,* that we shall not here repeat them ;

observing only, that llcar-adiuiral Parker, who commanded tha

second, or van division, in the Princess Royal, of 90 guns, behaved

with the greatest gallantry and good conduct.

It does not appear that he was engaged iu the ensuing skirmisher ;

b*t, after shifting his flag into the Mt-dway, of 60 guns, he took

charge of a convoy, and returned to England.

,
Vol. I. j;agc 27T.
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On the 26th of September, in the same year (1780) lie was

advanced to the rank of vice-admiral of the blue. The first

appointment which he received, after this promotion, was iu

March, 1781, when he hoisted his flag in the Victory, of 100 guns,

as commander of a small squadron, which was ordered to cruise in

the North Seas. Agreeably to a subsequent arrangement, he

bhifted his flag into the Fortitude, of 74 guns, a ship that Mas

thought to be better adapted to the service. His squadron then

consisted of the following ships :

Ships. Guns. Commanders.

C Hyde Parker, Esq. vice-admiral of the

Fortitude 74 < blue.

Capt. YV. Robertson.

Berwick 74 Ferguson.
Bienfaisant 64 J. Braithwaite.

Buffalo 60 W. Truscot.

Preston 60 A.Graeme.
Alert (brig) 14 J. Vashon.

With this force, he sailed from Portsmouth on the 3d of June,

convoying the outward-bound Baltic fleet into the Sound. Cap-

tain Sir Hyde Parker, the son of the vice-admiral, afterwards

joined the squadron, iu the Latona ; and, previously to the 5th of

August, Avhen they fell in with the Dutch fleet and convoy on the

Dogger Bank, the British force had been augmented to seven ships

of two decks, four stout frigates, and a cutter.* This action, with

all its official details, is fully recorded in our memoir of Sir Hyde
Parker, jun.t The result was not satisfactory; but the Dutch

squadron had considerably the advantage in point of strength and

it was generally admitted, that no blame whatever attached to the

admiral. The subject, however, excited much controversy ;
and

it was insisted, by the enemies of administration, that, as there

were several British ships of the line, or at least of two decks,

then lying inactive at Harwich, at the Nore, in the Downs, and in

other places contiguous to the scene of action, the Dutch force, if

proper means had been used, might have been "wholly captured

or destroyed.

* n&s NAVAL CHRONICLE, Vol. V. page C35.

I Hid.
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The vice-admiral, after the action, gave out the following me-

morandum to the squadron :

"
Fortitude, at sea, August 7.

" The admiral desires the captains of his majesty's ships who were in the

line on the otli of August, to accept and communicate to the othcers and

seamen of the ships they commanded, his thanks and perfect approbation of

their good conduct and bravery, shewn on that day.
" HYDE PARKER."

Whether the excursion had been preconcerted, we know not ;

but it happened, that, on the 17th of August, his Majesty and the

Prince of Wales embarked at Greenwich, on board different

yachts, and proceeded down the river to the Nore. On the fol-

lowing day they visited the dock-yard at Chatham, and returned

thence to the Nore, where (Vice-admiral Parker's squadron

having just arrived) they were received with a royal salute. The

commander had the honour of dining with the King and the Prince

of Wales
; who, in the evening, repaired on board the Fortitude,

at the main-top-gallant.mast head of which the royal standard was

hoisted, and a salute was fired from all the ships present. All the

captains who had been in the action were presented to his majesty

by the vice-admiral, and had the honour to kiss the royal hand.

The King, it is said, intended to confer some signal mark of favour

upon the admiral himself; which, however, was refused, with some

degree of heat, in consequence of the dissatisfaction which had been

excited. He shortly afterwards struck his flag, as it is understood,

in much disgust.

It was in the course of the same year, that, on the death of his

elder brother, the Rev. Sir Hmry Parker, he succeeded to the

dignity of a baronet.

In April, 1782, a change of administration having taken place,

Sir Hyde received an appointment as commandcr-in-chief of the

fleet which was then employed in the East Indies, and hoisted his

flag on board the Cato, a new ship, of 58 guns. He sailed on,

the 13th of October following ; and, having wooded and watered

at Rio Janeiro, he lei> that port, on the 12th oi' December; sub-

sequently to which period no certain intelligence whatever was

received of him or of his ship.

For a long time it was conjectured that tho Cato had either

foundered, or had taken
fire, and been blown up at sea ; but, from

er&nm. aoi. xx. y Y
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an account which was laid before the lords of the Admiralty, in tlie

year 1791, there was reason to suppose that she had been wrecked

on the Malabar coast, and that her ofiicers and crew had been bar-

barously murdered by the natives. * The untimely fate of this

brave and meritorious commander, and of his gallant crew, was

long and deeply regretted by the country.

HERALDIC PARTICULARS. .

The first baronet of the Parker family was Sir Hugh, an alder,

man of London, created on the 1st of July, 1681. The Rev. Sir

Henry, D.D. rector of Rotherfield Greys, in Oxfordshire, died

unmarried, in 1781, and was succeeded by his younger brother,

Sir Hyde, the subject of the preceding memoir. That gentleman

married, as early as the year 1734, Sarah, daughter of Hugh
Smithson, Esq. by whom he left two sons; Harry, the present

baronet, born in 173.5, and Hyde, whose professional services we
have recorded in our fifth volume, and who died in 1807.

ARMS. Sable, a buck's head, caboshed, between two flanches,

argent.

CREST. A dexter hand and arm, in a slashed sleeve, gules, Avith

a little cuff, argent, with the shirt seen through the slashes, proper,

holding a buck's horn, erect (or piece of coral), gules.

NAVAL ANECDOTES,
COMMERCIAL HINTS, RECOLLECTIONS, &c.

JfANTES IN CURSITE TASTO.

PIRATICAL SEIZURE OF THE BRIG ADMIRAL TROWBRIBGE.

THE subjoined account of the piratical seizure of the brig

Admiral Trowbridge, by part of her crew, as communicated

by Captain Alexander Wallace and Mr. Barnes, is copied from

The Prince of fVales's Island Gazette, of January the 8th, 1808 :

"
-Malacca, December 26, 1807.

< On th 21st of August last, the brig Admiral Trowbridge
was lying at anchor off the island of Sooloo. At about five P.M.

we were on board, when Captain Wallace gave his directions

respecting the duty, and we returned to the shore about seven in

the evening : at this time the crew appeared satisfied, and no

* Vide NAVAL CniDMICiE, Vol. III. page 40, where this account is given

at length.
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apprehensions were entertained for the safety of the vessel. About

midnight, we were alarmed by our people stationed at the house

as a guard, with information that a gun had been fired on board,

and that the brig was under weigh, standing out from the roads.

We observed her some time, supposing they were shifting her birth j

but finding she was drifting fast to the north-east part of the

island, with little wind, we conjectured the vessel was cut off,

though at a loss to know by what means. As the people on shore

were quiet, and no boats seen moving on the water, we concluded

that the crew had overpowered the officers and seized the vessel.

" Mr. Barnes then waited on the head duroo, and begged of

him to order out the prows after her; but at that hour it being

impracticable, he promised to despatch them as soon as they were

ready.
" In the morning, the wind having been light and unfavourable

for clearing the island, we waited on the sultan, and begged he

would send prows olf immediately ; and, in order to hasten their

despatch, offered a reward of 5,000 Spanish dollars to those who

might retake the vessel. He consulted with some of the principal

people, and desired us to go to the head daroo, who would give

orders respecting the prows. On seeing him, we \vere informed,
that a boat had left the brig with four men, and Captain Wallace

was so persuaded of the truth of this report, that he armed him-

self, and embarked in a small boat with some Sooloonese and a

seacunny, determined to get on board if possible, under an idea,

that if the ringleaders had left her, the lascars would assist him

against any others who might be concerned in the mutiny.
" lie ncared the brig sufficiently to hear the people working,

before he found the report untrue; and then received the discharge
of six guns and swivels from the stern, on firing of which, the

natives jumped into the water, excepting one man, who stood up.

and fired two muskets at the brig : he then returned, and reached

the town in safety, between foi'.r and live oYloek that afternoon,

having left her, with all sail set, standing to the eastward.
" in the evening, the daroo left the town, with three large

prows well manned and armed, accompanied by his chosen slaves ;

it then bcii.g calm, and the advantage of rowing, we. had great

hopes of his coming up with the vessel.

'< Between one and two o'clock in the morning of the 3d. we
were much surprised with the appearance of Mr. William Sharpe,

the 'chief officer, covered with blood, and severely wounded
;

h

had been sent away from the brig the preceding evening; with



348 MAVAL ANECDOTES,

seacunnies and three others not concerned in the mutiny, and

from them we learned the following particulars :

u Mr. Sharpe stated, that he retired to his cabin about 9 P.M.

on the 21st, and left Mr. C. B. Lloyd, the second officer, in

charge of the deck, from eight to twelve, and had not the least

apprehension of danger from the crew, knowing of no disaffection.

That, to the best of his knowledge, it was between eleven and

twelve, when he was alarmed by some cries, and a noise like

clashing of swords; on which he ran to the steerage, and looked

up the hatchway, when one of the people made a stab at him with

a boarding pike ; he returned to his cabin for fire-arms, and a

Manilla seacunny and a Malay lascar rushed down with cutlasses,

on whom he discharged a pistol, and wounded the seacunnj' in the

arm. The report of the pistol deterred others from coming down,

for some time, till a seapoy, stationed below as a guard, seized him

round the waist, and called to others for assistance ;
in this inter-

val, Mr. Sharpe called on Mr. Lloyd, but received no answer, for,

alas I Mr. Lloyd was no more! Shortly after, many others came

down, and he was overpowered, after defending himself to the

utmost. In the tumult, he received a severe cut on the neck,

which, with many other cuts and stabs, occasioned a loss of blood,

so as to render him unable to stand, and the villains then supposed
he was murdered. Finding, however, that he was not dead, they
extended their mercy so far as to bind his hands behind, and lashed

him to a standing cot in his cabin. Shortly after, he heard a gnu

fired, and the noise of bending sails, in which the scrang appeared

very active, for his voice was heard repeatedly cheering the peo-

ple. Mr. Sharpe knows nothing more of their proceedings till

about eight o'clock in the morniag, when he was removed from

the cot, aud placed in irons, spiked to the deck. About six in the

evening, they came to a resolution to send him on shore in one of

the brig's boats, and five others, as before described.

" The two seacunnies w-ho landed with Mr. Sharpe, state, that

on the night of the 21st, they were sleeping near the capstan, and

were awoke by some cries and a bustling on deck , on which one

of them ran forward and got on the forestay, supposing the shore

people had boarded the vessel, and he there saw a Malay lascar cut

the cables: the other seacunny saw the Malay lascars on the

quarter-deck,' armed with cutlasses; Mr. Lloyd lay on the deck ;

he attempted to raise him, and found him bloody ; this seacunny

was ordered forward immediately, and with the other was placed

below, and the hatch put over thcm^ where they were kept till
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about three o'clock in the morning, and were then ordered up,
with a promise that their lives should be spared, if they assisted in,

working the brig. Mr. Lloyd was then found dead, and the gun.
ner lying with many wounds ; on his shewing some signs of life,

one of the lascars killed him with a crow-bar. At sun-rise, their

bodies were thrown over board.
" On the 23d, 24th, and 25th of the month, numbers of prows

were going in search of the brig, and we expected they would have

brought her in (for the weather had been uncommonly calm), until

the head daroo returning, informed us, that he had neared the

brig several times
; but whenever it blew, she always got off, and

that he could not get close enough to board.
" It was generally supposed, that they had proceeded to the

Spanish settlement of Soomboangan, till the other prows came in ;

we were then told that the brig had gone towards Monada, adding,

that had she gone to Soomboangan, they would have brought her

away.
" We were now preparing to leave Sooloo for Manilla, by help

of a prow ; when Captain E. Masqtierier, with the ship Jane, for-

tunately arrived on the 30th of August, and to his goodness we are

indebted for our passage to Malacca.
" On the 6th of September, we embarked in his vessel with

Mr. Sharpe, Master G. Jones, four sepoys, three seacunnies, and

five others, servants, &c.
*'

Captain Masquerier shaped a course to Monada, in hopes of

falling in with the brig, and learnt, that a vessel answering to her

description had passed under American colours some days before,

steering towards the island of Ternate."

REMARKABLE ACCIDENT BY LIGHTNING.

THE Sultan, of 74 guns, Captain Griffith, lying at Port Mali on,

Minorca, was struck with lightning on the I
c2th of August, 1808,

in a most awful and terrific manner. The officers were at dinner,

when, in a moment, the ship received a dreadful shock, as though
a ball of fire had struck her, and had gone quite through, making
an explosion in its passage as loud as the explosion of a quantity

of gunpowder. The officers, as it were involuntarily, nisiiu! out

of their cabins, and discovered that it had struck the jib-boom,

killed nine men, badly wounded three others, and, conducted by
some of the iron work, had run along the jib-boom, torn it to

pieces, struck the cap of the bowsprit, shivered it, and then fallen

into the water. The momentary alarm and consternation which it
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produced throughout tht ship, it would be difficult to conceive
;

the oldest man on board had never witnessed any thing like it.

Had it struck the body of the ship, it is the opinion that it would
have destroyed her. The unfortunate sufferers were some of the

best seamen in the ship.

DREADFUL HURRICANE AT MADRAS.

THE following account of a late dreadful hurricane at Madras?

appeared in The Madras Gazette of Saturday, December 12,

1807 :

" The state of the surf at Madras on Wednesday morning last

gave early indications of an approaching storm ; during the day
the clouds began to gather to the northward, extremely thick and

black, and towards the evening a few showers of rain fell
; during

the night, and the whole of Thursday, the rain increased, and the

wind, which was northerly, freshened. About eleven o'clock at

night, it blew a complete gale of wind, gradually increasing to the

north-west until one o'clock, when one of the most tremendous

gales ever remembered at Madras set in, and blew with increasing

violence until about 5 o'clock on Friday morning, carrying before

it huts, trees, and nearly every thing that opposed its current; the

windows and tloors of the most substantial built houses were thrown

with violence into the premises, or in an opposite direction.

*' The canal about this hour forced its banks : the sea had pro.

Tiously risen far beyond the usual limits
; luckily, however, it was

not the spring tides. The surf beat with amazing violence over (he

ramparts of the fort, sentry boxes were thrown in all directions.

and the boats from the canal reached to the edge of the Mount
Road : several are now lying near the burying ground, and one at

the foot of the government bridge. ,

" About five the gale abated, and the wind shifted to the south-

ward, increasing gradually until about half past six, when one of

the most tremendous hurricanes, since the year 1762 at Pondi-

cherry, commenced ; those trees and native houses which had been

sheltered or withstood the north-west gale, now in thrir turn gave

way, and the eye was wearied in beholding the awful grandeur of

the desolating scene which every where surrounded ; scarcely the

vestige of a tree or 2>hrub was standing, but lay promiscuously min-

gled on ihe earth. The wind blowing with that dreadful force

which gave the mind the idea of thunder, the rain descending in.

torrents, and every person momentarily expecting the house whicfc
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sheltered him io give way to the elements. About ten o>i Friday

morning the \\ind began to decrease, and during the last night

there was much thunder and lightning, accompanied with heavy
rain : this morning the wind appeared steady in the south-east.

" It would be impossible at this time to enter into any thing

like a detail of the mischief that has taken place ;
most of the

houses of the European inhabitants are partially injured; not a

tree, we believe, in the lu'lghbourhooii of Madras has e-caped ;

mostly torn up by the roots, or split in the Lihldle as from light-

ning. Carts are lying upset in every direction ; and the cattle, and

in some instances their drivers, are dead near the spot. A brig

and a parish vessel lying in the roads were driven on shore and

stranded ; many villages on tiie banks of tanks and rivers arc com-

pletely swept away, and it is feared most of (heir inhi'bi'a.it-, an;

lost. The houses in the Black town, St. Thome, and the neigh-

bouring villages are completely or partially unroofed : the mud
houses of the natives are levrl with the ground.
" There was not any thunder or lightning during the storm.
(l At the Mount, the flag staff is blown down, and most of the

houses have been stript of their tiles, and otherwise damaged.
tl Many thousand lives have been lost in this dread''ul hurri-

cane, but we have not heard of any European, having sufi'crcd,

except the crew of the brig stranded."

PRKSENT STATE OF THE SOUTH SEA ISLANDS.

AT Otaheite the greatest fondness for European dress prevails :

no man thinks he can go before the king on occasions of ceremony
unless he be provided with a coat, a shirt, and a musket, with

powder.
On all public occasions, when the names of the principal chiefs

of the island arc called over, one by one. something is given to

each. When the name is called, somebody answers uud receives

the present. Ever since the time of Captain tool., ti:o lurae of

King George is added to the number of chiefs ; and when his name
is called, if any Englishman be present, he is to answer to the

name, and receive the acknowledgment. January 30, 1806, the

present allotted to King George, and sent to his English subjects,

was a little hog.

The Otaheitans distinguish among the stars the constellation

Pleiades, and watch its rising and setting, or, in iheir language,
when it will fall, and go to bathe in the sea. They have no words

in their language to signify a year, or complete revolution of th

7
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heavenly bodies, the earth, or the sun. Yet the periodical retnra

of seasons, appearance of the planets, and other remarkable stars

are noticed, and pretty exactly known, by some few among them.

The time when the sun is in the tropic of cancer, is called Rua-

poto, because the day is then short : when the sun is in the tropic

of Capricorn, then it is Rua-roa, because the day is long. Their

reckoning of the change of the moon, which they call her death,

is never far from right. They number 29 days (each of which has

a name), the 30th is always the day of change.

The planet Venus is called Tou-rua, when she appears in the

evening ; but when she appears in the morning, she is called Hovo-

poe-po : some suppose her to be the same star ; others affirm it is

a different star. Mars, from his fiery appearance, is called Fetea-

r, or the red star. Jupiter and Saturn have proper names, but

they are known to few only. The same may be said of Antares,

the Bull's Eye, the bright stars of Orion, Sirius, Cor Leonis, c.

The black spot by the crosiers is called 0-erc^ which is also the

name of a fish. The great star Acharnar, in the southern extre-

mity of the constellation Eridanus, and another near it, are

called Nu-Nata-rna. The milky way is supposed to contain

sharks, &c.

It may be salutary to some of our brave seamen who may visit

Otaheite to remark, that a family of the missionaries on that

island was seriously disordered, December 6, 1805, by eating of a

fish brought for sale, by the natives from Pare. The symptoms

were, great sickness, violent hcad-ach, pains all over the body,

especially thighs and arms : these symptoms ended in great weari-

ness of limbs, arid intolerable itching. The fish is called tccreja :

it is of a reddish colour, and is sometimes very good. It does not

appear that the poisonous fish of this island are so naturally ; but

that this property is owing to something wtich they feed on. Fish

of the same kind caught far out at sea, are always good : but near

certain rocks, and on certain parts of this island, they are generally

poisonous. A man died lately at Eimea, it is said, from eating

part of a poisonous shark.

Monday, August 4, 1806, the Taber, Captain Sowles, of Pro-

vidence, North America, touched at Otaheite from China, last

from the Sandwich Islands, going home round Cape Horn. Tha

captain gives the most pleasing accounts of the prosperity of the

Sandwich Islands. There are two Europeans, whose names are

Davis and Young, who have been on the island of Owache, fcc.

early fifteen years. These men are the king's confidents ; and in
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consequence of their fidelity to him, have had for some time the

principal direction of his affairs.

The islands have made great advances towards civilization. The

king is no ways oppressive, as every man pays a regular tribute or

tax, out of his produce, to the government ; the rest he enjoys

himself, without any fear of being plundered by the king or chiefs.

The king, it is said, has upwards of 2,000 stand of arms. He has

built several vessels : one of about 70 tons. He has a fortification

round his house, mounted with ten guns ; and about 200 dis-

ciplined native soldiers, who do regular duty, night and day. He
has upwards of 12,000 dollars, and many other things in propor-

tion, deposited in store houses. These treasures he has cullected

from ships by regular trade.

About two months after the Taber left Canton for Otaheite,

she had contrary "winds, which lasted six weeks, and drove her

several degrees out of her course. While thus perplexed with the

wind, she fell in with a vessel which had lost her masts and rudder,
and was, in all respects, a complete wreck, drifting as the sea and

wind carried her. She proved to be a Japanese, of about CO tons,

with eight men on board. By their account they had been in that

distressed condition several weeks. Their provisions were almost

exhausted, having only part of a dolphin, caught by them the night

before, a small mess of peas, c. and a little water, suflicient for a

few hours longer support. They were worn down with fatigue,

distress, and hunger ; far from any land, hopeless of relief, and

having nothing but thi; prospect of death before them.

Captain Sowle took the men on board his vessel, with a quantity
of silver, the only thing of value found on board, as it is supposed
that they had thrown the cargo overboard to lighten the vessel.

Captain Sowle set fire to the wreck, and took the eight men to the

Sandwich Islands, where he left them to the charge of the king,

with a letter of recommendation, and a request that some captain

would take them home. That the king might be encouraged to

use them well, while they continued on the island, the captain sent

him a large kedge anchor as a present. He also distributed among
the Japanese 20 axes, also rasors, scizzars, >fcc. to enable them to

purchase food for their support. He returned them the silver taken

out of the wreck.

They very anxiously wished Captain Sewle would take them

to Japan : assuring him that he would be well rewarded for his

trouble. Their language being very difficult, aud having no one

JSati, *Tsom fllol. XX. z 7, ,
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who understood it, little or no information could be gained

respecting the wreck, and the number of people they had on
board when they left Japan.

\Vhon Captain Sowle took leave of them at the Sandwich

Islands, they expressed the most grateful sense of his kindness, and

wept much at parting.

ENCOURAGEMENT FOR THE CULTIVATION OF HEMP IN IRELAND.

(Extractedfrom the Courier of October the 2th.)

A CORRESPONDENT in the county of Cavan has favoured us with

the following notice, which has been circulated in that county,

which for its public spirit and patriotism well deserves to be known
and recommended.

t( The Right Hon. Lord Frankfort (uncle to Lieutenant

Edward Alorres, of the royal navy), will give a loom, value

51. 10s. Od. to each of the first five tenants on his estate in the

county Cavan, who shall properly cultivate five acres of hemp ;

and in the same proportion to the next six, who shall cultivate a

quantity of land, not less than two acres each. This to be over

and above all public encouragements for the year 1809. His lord-

ship also engages to take on himself any loss or failure which may
be occasioned by the attempt. Further particulars may be had

by application to John Falton, Esq. agent to Lord Frankfort.

At a time when the expenditure of this article is so great, and our

enemy striving every method to prevent our getting supplies, it i<

truly laudable to see a nobleman of Lord Frankfort's character and

property, stepping forward to encourage its cultivation, ,and some

account of so spirited and patriotic a nobleman may not be dis-

agreeable to our readers : Lodge Evans Morres, the first and

present Lord Frankfort, is the eldest son of the late Counsellor

Redmond Morres, who represented the city of Dublin in Par.

liament
;
who planned, and lived to see carried into execution,

the Irish Grand Canal ; who laid the foundation stone of the

Royal Exchange ; and who, for his exertions as above, was unani-

mously presented with the freedom of the city of Dublin. He was

one of the greatest encouragers of agriculture in all its branches.

The present Lord Frankfort, late a lord of the treasury, and now

of the privy council, in Ireland, has long been one of the chief mem-

bers and leaders of the farming society (in Ireland) ;
and every sin-

cere well wisher to his country cannot but applaud and wish the

greatest success to his lordship's plans, and be gratified with the

liberal encouragement he holds forth."
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OF ADMUl.U, EAKL ST. VINCENT, AT THE COUNTY OF

ESSEX MEETING, HELD AT CHELMStOUD, OCT. 28, 1808.

THE high sheriff having read the requisition, in compliance with

which he had convened the county,

The F.arl of ST. VINCENT came forward and said, that it had

been assigned to him to state to the freeholders what were the

grounds and objects of the requisition, and the nature of the

address which was to be submitted to their consideration. lie

should endeavour to make that statement in as few words as the

nature of the circumstances to which he must allude would permit

him. He should, in the first instance, both in his own name, and

in the name of those who joined with him in the requisition,

entirely disclaim the idea of casting any censure on the conduct of

any particular officers. He believed that the officers employed on.

the expedition to Portugal had enjoyed an unblemished reputation

in their profession before their arrival in that country, and he

knew that some of them had previously acquired a high character.

It was not therefore his object to find fault with the conduct of

the army, or to hold out any particular officers as objects of re-

prehension. Without, however, considering who were the indivi-

duals on whom the criminality attached in the present instance, he

must say that he felt that so foul a sfain had never been cast on the

military character of the country, since the days of the tyrannical

and detestable reign of the family of the Stuarts. This most

inglorious convention of Cintra had lowered the just pride of

England among the nations of the earth, and had roused the most

unanimous feelings of indignation against its authors, not only in

this country, but in the minds of our allies, and of all the nations

of Europe, He would keep clear of any thing like reflections

upon the conduct of the generals who were employed, as he knew
that there was nothing more delicate than the character of military
officers. His comments should not be upon the men who thought
it right to agree to such .a convention, but they should be on the

act itself. In reprobating that act, he was at a lo.-s whether to

condemn it most as disgraceful to the honour of tl.is country, as

injurious to the interest of Portugal, or as duec raging to the

cause of the Spaniards, who were now so gloriously defending their

liberty and independence against an ambitious tyrant, whose aim

was nothing less than the subjugation of every oihc-r nation to his

arbitrary and savage despotism. Considering the convention ia

this poiut of view, it appeared to him that it Mas the duty of his
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majesty's subjects to approach his throrve with dutiful and loyal

addresses, praying him to cause a strict and effectual inquiry to be

made into the causes of that transaction, which liad, to use his

majesty's own words,
u

disappointed the hopes and expectations

of the nation." It has been said in other places, and probably

might be repeated here, that the business of inquiry ought to be

left altogether to his majesty, or, in other words, to his ministers.

This certainly was true, upon occasions of less moment than the

present; but on one so extremely disastrous, and which affixed so

deep a stain on the military character of the country, he thought
that his majesty's loyal and faithful people should not rely impli-

citly upon ministers doing whatever was best, but that they should

come forward and shew, that they were alive to the honour of his

majesty's arms, and to their own military character as a nation.

This was an occasion upon which their loyalty to their king, as

well as their duty to their country, required them to speak out,

and address his majesty in the language of truth. It certainly was
not his object, nor the wish of those who joined him in the requi-

sition, to prejudge any thing, or impute criminality to any parti-

cular individual. All they wanted was a real and effectual inquiry,

by which the true causes of this great national calamity might be

made apparent, and the guilty be discovered. If he were allowed to

express himself by a strong, but homely proverb, what he wanted:

was,
" that the saddle should be put upon the right horse." It ap-

peared to him that the ministers themselves were liable to great sus-

picion. It had been said, by many officers who were employed upon
the expedition to Portugal, that the preparations were most wretch-

edly deficient in many points ; that the army had not been pro-

perly supplied with what the French call u munitions de guerre
ct de bouche^" or, as we would call it, ammunition and provisions.

It was said, that, with the great army which sailed to Portugal,

there was not artillery enough sent to reduce even the few misera-

ble forts about Lisbon. He called them miserable forts, because

he had himself seen them, and examined their strength. If minis-

ters had been so very deficient in^their preparations, it became the

duty of the people of England to call upon his majesty for the

fullest inquiry into the circumstances ; and if they did not call for

an inquiry, they would be acting unworthy of their ancestors. If

rver the right of addressing his majesty could properly be exer-

cised upon any occasion, he thought it could most properly be

exercised on the present, in which the honour of his majesty's

and of the country were so deeply iuvolved. This
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of petitioning was expressly claimed in the Bill of Rights, and

it was not contended for as a mere formal privilege, but as one

of the most important of which the subject is possessed. That

right would cease to be of any value, if the nation was to be told

that upon all great and extraordinary occa?ions, absolute confidence

was to be reposed in his majesty's ministers ; and even if they were

suspected of being the guilty persons, the inquiry into that guilt

should be always conducted in the manner that was most agreeable

to them. It was to be observed that while such shameful events

were occurring, the means of corruption were constantly increasing

in the hands of the ministers. People of all ranks had become

.dependant on them, by seeking places and emolument for them-

selves and their children. The middling and lower classes of the

gentry had been driven out of their sphere in life into retirement,

on acccount of the galling pressure of the taxes. At such a time

it was a most afflicting consideration to think, that the money-

wrung from the nation was applied to so little purpose, and that

disgrace should be attached to our military expeditions. After

some further observations, his lordship concluded by moving an

address to his majesty, expressive of their loyalty and attachment

to his person and government, and, at the same time, of their

strong feeling for the honour of his majesty's arms and the charac-

ter of the country, and praying him to institute such an inquiry
as would lead to the discovery of the real causes and authors of the

convention in Portugal.

On the question of adjournment being put by the sheriff, and

the majority of the assembly appearing in favour of it, the original

motion was lost.

SPANISH HEROISM.

THE following trait of self-devotion is recorded of a Spaniel

officer, who commanded a detachment of 300 men, at Horsens, in

Jutland, who were on their inarch to join their countrymen, con-

formably with the plan so admirably concerted between Admiral

Keats and the Marquis de Romana : Having missed the road, the

detachment was surrounded by a parly of French, so much supe-
rior in numbers, as to leave no hope whatever, from any cifort it

could make, of carrying the desired object into execution. The

officer, perfectly aware of the savage inhumanity of the French,
and that it was not likely to be exercised sparingly on his party,
halted his detachment, walked up to the officer commanding the

aud declared, that his loyalty to his sovereign, and love
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far his country, had induced him to take the stcprhe was on the

point of accomplishing ; that he lamented having now lost every

hope of being useful to his country in her present distress ; assured

him that his unfortunate companions were perfectly ignorant of his

plan, and therefore innocent ; and hoped that the word of a dying
man might be taken, and would influence his conduct towards

them when they had fallen, as they soon must do, into his hands.

Hating said this, he drew a pistol from his belt, and shot himself

through the head.

BARON HOMPESCH.

THE following account of the naval and military operations of

Baron Hompesch, is extracted from a late Hamburgh paper :

"
Lieutenant-general Baron Hompesch, in the Salamine pri-

Yateer, of twenty guns, arrived in the Faro Islands on Whitsun-

Monday. The baron was probably informed, by the treachery

of a skipper of the name of Hansen, whom he had taken along
with him as a pilot on his cruise on the coast of Norway, that there

was on the island 80,000 dollars value in goods, money, &c.

belonging to the king. This, as well as the church and school

funds, he immediately demanded, threatening in case of refusal to

plunder and sack the place. The commandant and the persons

present protested against delivering up the public money, shewing
that it could only be considered as private property, as the

revenues of the church had been wholly advanced by the public to

repair the edifice. Notwithstanding, he took the money, being

5,140 rix-dollars 42 skillings, adding, that he, as chaplain on

board his own ship, must know better ; that public worship might
be as well performed in the open air as in a church 1 this the more

so, as there were high mountains enough in Faro, on which one

could approach the Lord nearer. He said to the vice-provost,
' Blessed are the poor !

' and when he seized the school funds of

Thorharn, he observed, that he found the youths every where well

bred and enlightened, and that they needed no money for their

education. The chest of the widows of the clergy, containing

223 rix-dollars, and 93y skillings, as well as that of the hospital,

containing 43 dollars, he returned j the rest of the 5,1-40 rix-

dollars he kept."

The lords of the admiralty, it is said, have -withdrawn the

letter of marque granted to Baron Hompesch, for the Salamine

privateer, and that their lordships have come to this determination
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in consequence of the violation of private property, and even of

the funds of the religious and charitable institutions in the Baron's

iate descent on the Faro Islands.

SENEFICIAL SF.HVICES OF TUE LIFE-BOATS AT FRASERBURGU
AND WH1TEHAVEN.

Fraserburgli, October 11, 1808,

SATI-RDVY last, during the tremendous gale from the north, the

sloop Isabella, of Rosehearty, Captain Yule, coal-laden, was dri-

ven ashore in the bay of Fraserburgh. As soon as the vessel

struck, the life-boat was hurried to the beach in an instant by the

crowd; and although the first instance of her being used, she was,
without hesitation, manned by several stout young men, under the

direction of Captain Alexander Dalrymple and Captain Torrie,

and launched into the enraged elements. At this time the sea was

running mountains high, and making a fair passage over the vessel ;

and the wind continuing more boisterous if possible, the life-boat

was driven so much to lee\vard that she could render the crew no

assistance, nor were the men able to pull her up against the tem-

pestuous waves, The crew of the life-boat were not, however,
to be discouraged by this ; they landed, and, with the assistance

of those on shore, the boat was carried to the windward, audag;iin

launched, but was a second time blown to leeward. Many of tho

crew being now exhausted with fatigue, their places were supplied

by volunteers from the beach, and the life-boat again carried by
the strength of men to windward, and launched. She now for-

tunately gained the ship, and, to the inexpressible joy of those prc*

sent, succeeded in relieving Captain Yule and his crew from their

cold and perilous situation.

fFlutchc-ccn, October 11, 1808.

A very heavy rain came on here on Friday, about noon, which

continued to fall without intermission till nine at night, when it

was succeeded by a violent gale from the N.W. which ragod with

unabated fury the whole of the night. About six o'clock en

Saturday morning, a loaden brig (evidently a stranger) came on

shore behind the North Wall, and appeared to be in imminent

danger of destruction. The shore was immediately lined with peo-

ple ; but it seemed impossible to render any assistance, for the

harbour-boat could not approach her. In this extremity, recourse

was had (for the first time) to the life-boat, which suon atibrdcd

an ample proof of its invaluable properties. Being brought to the

beach and launched, she was immediately uiauned by fifteen or

5
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sixteen seamen and shipwrights, but the surge was so great, that

some difficulty occurred in getting her into water sufficiently deep
for the exercise of the oars. This, however, being happily

effected, the feelings of the spectators for the situation of the peo-

ple on board began to be less distressing ; for the speed with which

the life-boat dashed through the foaming waves, of rather " rode

upon the billows," gave almost certain promise of her reaching

the desired object. In about three quarters of an hour they had

the satisfaction of seeing the life-boat get under the starboard

quarter of the vessel, from which she took seven persons (the

whole number on board), and brought them safe on shore^

harassed and nearly worn out with cold and fatigue.

SHIPWRECKED MARINERS.

A MOiT interesting and highly important experiment was som0

time since made at Woolwich, by Captain Manby, of Yarmouth,
on a vessel at anchor in the Thames, upwards of 100 yards from

the shore, before a committee of general officers of artillery, Com-
missioner Cunningham, Admiral Losack, and several officers of

the royal navy, for the purpose of effecting a communication with

a ship stranded on a lee-shore, and to bring the crew in perfect

safety from the wreck. A rope was projected from a royal mor..

tar across the ship supposed to be stranded, by which was hauled

on board by the crew a large rope, to be made fast to the mast-

head, and kept at a proper degree of tension for a cot to travel on.

it, by a tackle purchase, that likewise admitted of the vessel's

rolling : at the same time a tailed block was sent to the ship, \vith

a small rope rove through it ; each end of the small rope was

made fast to the end of the cot, which conveyed it to the ship, and

braught a person in perfect safety to the shore. The whole ser

vice was performed in a quarter of an hour.

GALLANT CONDUCT OF LIEUTENANT JOHN NUGENT.

A VERY gallant attempt was lately made by the Strenuous guu

brig, commanded by Lieutenant John Nugent, to cut out from the

forts of Moutville and Ecutiville a French luggeiy of 14 guns :

two boats, containing twenty men, succeeded in boarding her by

the fore-chains, under the muzzle of her guns, and a tremendous

fire, not only from the vessel, but from the beach and batteries,

with grape-shot, which instantly killed two men. The lugger's

crew, amounting to sixty men, were by this time all assembled,
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and the crew of the Strenuous fought them Land to hand, until

they lost another man, a Mil had five more desperately wounded,
when they made -rood their retreat, under a shower of bullets,

which completely riddled the bouts.

OFFICERS' SAL.UUI.S IN TIII: ROYAL I>OCK-YARS.

His majesty has been pleased, by an order in council, to direct

that the following salaries should be paid to the different officers

hereafter mentioned, from the 1st of October last, agreeably to

the recommendation of the Commissioners of .Xaval J'cvision :

>':/,,/// i.fr Aim.

The builders of his majesty's dock-yards to have, after the conchi-

-!<>u of a general pr.ire t>50

The clerks of the check of dock-yards 000

The 1st master attendant C50

The 2*1 ditto 550

The .Id ditto T /i.-'O

The store-keeper (juo

The- clerk of, survey 500

The surgeon ,"00

The chaplain 500

The builder's 1st assistant, \\ho is styled timber master 500

The builder's ?d and Lid assistants, each /no

The clerk, of the rope yard 400

The commissioners' 1st clerk1

to have _ 400

.2d ditto 250

3d ditto 150

The btiil ler's 1st clerk 250

2d ditto 150

:{d ditto 100

The clerk of the checks' 1st clerk 4(0

-2d ditto COO
: 3d ditto <>50

-Jth ditto l!:f)

< 5th ditto i:!0

Othdittt) 100

The clerk of the survey.-.' 1st cli rk -.100

. 2d ditto UOO

3d ditto '-'00

Uhduto 1/-.0

/il'i ditto 100

The rest to luive ca h C,0

The. storekeeper's 1st clerk 400

'h\ ditto ilOO

3d ditto ^ L'.'iO

4th ditto l.
l<

5th ditto ISO

. (jth ditto . . 1U

:. CJoI. XX,
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CORRESPONDENCE.

REMARKS ON THE PARLIAMENTARY DUTIES OF
NAVAL OFFICERS.

LETTER VII.

SIR, October 20, I COG.

THE important and most extraordinary events of the present

recess are likely to give rise to such warm debates, during

the ensuing session of Parliament, that it would be inconsistent

with my plan not to offer some opinions to my brother tars pre-

paratory to their being called to the very serious discussion. I

date my letter, Mr. Editor, as some changes or investigation may
possibly take place, which may lead to further remarks before the

time necessary to despatch it may arrive. Never before did Britain

appear in such a predicament as at present. At one moment we
see our soldiers immortalize their names by the most signal display

of courage ; and the next see their generals submit to the most dis-

graceful convention that ever sullied the honour of a nation. This

convention, however, has been so amply reprobated, the national

disgust has been so generally shewn, that I need not enter into it

any farther than particularly concerns the navy ; but the naval

part appears to me to be as fully fraught with the same tokens of

imbecile folly, haste, or treachery, or whatever it may be, as that of

the land. Nothing has ever more forcibly struck me as declaratory

of the infinite horror of the nation against these conventions, than

a very common idea, which presented itself to thousands, namely,
that our commanders have been bribed with part of the plunder
taken from our allies. Strange as such an opinion may nppcar at

first view, it is not hard to account for its rise. It was a sort of

negative position ;
no other reason offered itself, and therefore this

was concluded to be the true one. Now, what a shocking measure

must that be, which could give birth to such an incredible suppo-

sition, in the endeavour to discover one in the smallest degree cre-

dible ! As far as the information which has at present reached me

goes, it now appears that his majesty's ministers have placed them-

selves in the front of the breach, to guard the generals and admiral

in their rear, and are determined, with certainly great boldness^

but I cannot say with how much wisdom, to chide the assault of

the nation, and bidly it into silence. There arc surely some mem-

bers of the present cabiuet who cannot like this situation, and

5
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would sooner evince their cournge upon a better occasion. I con-

ceive, Mr. Editor, that the late answer of ministers to the address

of the city of London is such as will occasion addresses from all

parts of the kingdom to tie offered to parliament as soon a* it is

assembled
;
and perhaps in most cases it would be a far better way

for us to address our representatives, and through them to approach
the throne with the wishes and opinions of the subject, although
the other method should be occasionally adopted, in order to keep

up our certain and undeniable right.* British subjects must not

*
Having recorded the whole of the late proceedings in Portugal, military

as well as naval, we conceive it to be a duty incumbent on us to pre-

serve, as important historical documents, the address of the citizens of Lon-

don to his majesty, respecting the convention of Cintra; his majesty's

answer; and the consequent resolutions which were entered into by the

court of common council of the city of London. We cannot, perhaps, find

a better place for their insertion than the present; as they will here tend

to elucidate and to give due weight to the arguments and observations of

our Correspondent, E. O. F. The articles of the convention of Cintra will

be seen by referring to the 240th, 241st, 244th, and 246th pages of the

present volume. ED.

On the ISth of October, the following address was presented to his

majesty, at St. James's :

" TO THE KING'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY.

" The hnmlJr and duti/'u? Address and Petition of the Lord Mayor, Aldsr*

men, and Commons of the City ofLondon, in Common Council ussuiibltJ.

" MOST GRACIOUS SOVERi:iOX,
"
We, your majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the lord mavor,

aldermen, and commons of the city of London, in common council

assembled, most humbly approach your majesty with renewed assurances of

attachment to your majesty's most sacred person and government, and

veneration for the free principles of the British constitution, to express to

your majesty our grief and astonishment at the extraordinary and disgrace-

ful convention lately entered into by the commanders of your majesty's
forces in Portugal, and the commander of the French army in Lisbon.

" The circumstances attending this afflicting event cannot be contem-

plated in British minds without the most painful emotions, tmd all ranks of

your majesty's subjects seem to have felt the utmost concern and indignar
tiou at a treaty so humiliating and degrading to this countrv and its allies,

after a signal victory gained by the valour and discipline of British troops,

by which the enemy appears to have been cut off from all means of succour-

or escape. We have the sad mortification of seeing the laurels, so nobly
acquired, torn from the brows of our brave soldiers, aud terms gruuied Ctt
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submit to Insult from any quarter whatever, however depressed by
the infamy of conventions. It is necessary for me shortly to detail

the case of the address in question, and the reply to it, for the sake

of connection with what I may have farther to say. The citizen?

the enemy disgraceful to the British name, and injurious to the best, interests

of the British nation.

" Beside the restitution of the Russian fleet upon a definitive treaty of

peace with that power, and the sending back to their country, without

exchange, so large a number of Russian sailors, by this ignominious con-

vention, British fleets are to convey to France the French army and its

plunder, where tiisy will be at liberty immediately to recommence their

active operations against us or our allies. The guarantee and safe convey-

ance of their plunder cannot but prove highly irritating to the pillaged

inhabitants over whom they hrui tyrannized, and for whose deliverance and

protection the Brtish army was sent; and the full recognition of the title

and dignity of Emperor of France, while all mention of the government of

Portugal is omitted, must be considered as highly disrespectful to the legi-

timate authority of that country.
" We therefore Immblv pray your majesty, injustice to the outraged

feelings of a brave, iniiM-cd, and indignant people, whose blood and treasure

have been thus expended, as well as to retrieve the wounded honour of the

country, and to remove from its character so foul a stain in the eyes of

Europe, that your majesty will be graciously pleased immediately to insti-

tute such an inquiry into this dishonourable and unprecedented transaction,

as will lead to the discovery and punishment of those by whose misconduct

and incapacity the cause of the country, and its allies, has been so shame-

fully sacrificed.

" We beg to assure your majesty of our unalterable fidelity, and can-o'

desire to co-operate in every measure conducive- to the peace, honour, and

Efccurity of your majesty's dominions.
"

Signed, by order of the Court,
" m.\UY WOODTIIORPE."

To the above, his majesty was pleased to return the following answer:

"
I am fullv sensible of your loyalty and attachment to my person and

government. I L'ive credit- to the motives which have dictated your petition

and address, but I inu^t remind you, that it is inconsistent with the princi-

ples of British justice to pronounce judgment without previous investiga-

tion, I should have hoped, that recent occurrences would hare coir

you, that I am at all times ready to institute inquiries on occasions in which

'the character of the country or the honour of my arms is concerned ;
and

that the interposition of the city of London could not be necessary, for in-

ducing me to dire: t due inquiry to be made into a transaction which lut>

disappointed the hopes and expectations of the nation."

- In cgnsefjuence of the above answer, the folio
1
/.
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of the most important capital in the world, in the exercise of their

undeniable ri^ht as Briti.-h subjects, address the throne in the lan-

ffnace undoubtedly general throughout the kingdom, evincing their

hatred of tho convention, and praying that the authors may be

entered into by the court of common council of the city of London, on the

2?th of October:

"
Resolved, That his majesty's answer be entered upon the journals.

That at the same time this court cannot forbear declaring it as their

opinion, that the address and petition presented to his majesty by this court

on Wednesday, the 12th instant, was conceived in the most dutiful and

respectful terms : that it is the undoubted right of the subject to petition,

and that this right ought at all times to be freely exercised in all matters of

public grievance, without obstruction or reproof.
" That they are, therefore, at a loss to know by what construction of

their. said petition, however strained or perverted, his majesty's advisers

could attribute to them any intention or desire '
to pronounce judgment

\\ithout previous investigation.'
" Tl:at they are equally at a loss to know why his majesty's advisers

should have deemed it necessary to remind them,
' that it was inconsistent

with the principles of British justice,' unless to throw an unmerited odium

on this corporation, and raise a barrier between them and the crown, on

all occasions where their object is free and constitutional inquiry.
" That had this court refrained from expressing to his majesty their

fetlings at the humiliating termination of the campaign in Portugal, they
must have ceased to feel to think to act as ^Britons, and have shewn

themselves unsusceptible of that patriotism so essentially necessary for the

preservation of their liberties, the maintenance of their national honour,
and tho independence and security of his majesty's crown and dominions.

"
They cannot, therefore, sufficiently express their concern, that they

should, by any suggestion, have met with obstruction and reprehension in

the exercise of this undoubted and invaluable right.
" That they particularly regret that his majesty should have been advised

to express a hope,
' that recent occurrences would have convinced them

that his majesty is at all times ready to institute inquiries on occasions in

which the character of the country or the honour of his arms is concerned;
and that the interposition of the city of London could not be necessary for

inducing his majesty to direct due inquiry into a transaction which had

disappointed the hopes and expectations of the nation.*

" Because it appears, that, during the eventful period of the last fifteen

years, various enterprises and expeditions have been undertaken,
'
in

which the character of the country and the honour of his majesty's arm?

were concerned/ which have grievously failed, and '

disappointed the

hopes and expectations of the nation,' and into which ' due inquiry
'

has

not been made. That in one of the recent occurrences to which his

jjjajesty's
answer refers, it is not known, even at the present moment, by
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brought to trial. The answer in short is, that to demand a trial fs

pre-judgment) and to address the throne at all needless. Mean-
while the haughty author of that national disgrace, the French

gazette, is presented at court, graciously received, and honoured

with a long royal conversation. Surely, while the nation is in

suspense Avhether this writer in French is not himself an arch

defaulter, pre-judgment could not have been more glaringly shewn,
or the wishes and opinions of the nation more cruelly insulted or

contemned. There is yet one other part of the reply which I

hope will not be overlooked at the meeting of Parliament : minis-

ters appear to assign as a reason why the address was needless, that

former experience should have made us depend on an inquiry being

speedily instituted by themselves. But what inquiry was instituted

by the executive on the convention of the Helder, 01 the retreat

from Ferrol ? or in what instance has the executive been active in

prosecuting inquiry either into military mismanagement, or the

peculations of jobbers and contractors : I know of none. In this

situation matters appear to me at present. I may notice any change
before I conclude.

whose advice the commander-in-chief was appointed, or on what account

such commander was selected.

" That during all these calamitous events and wasteful profusion of

blood and treasure, the public burthens have been patiently borne, and his

majesty has not been called upon by
' the interposition of the city of Lon-

don
'

(if their humble supplication must be so termer) } to institute inquiries

'into these failures ; although it appears to them that such '

interposition
'

might have been highly necessary and benelicial to the country, and by

promoting
* due inquiry

'

precluded the necessity of their late appli-

cation.

" That during these unhappy reverses, and while his majesty's subject*

submitted to so many privations, the most shameful and scandalous abuses

and peculations have prevailed ; into which ' due inquiry .' has not been

made so as to bring to justice such great public delinquents.
" That whoever advised his majesty to put so unfavourable and un-

warrantable a construction on their late petition, has abused the confidence

of his sovereign, and is equally an enemy to his majesty and the just rights

of his people.
" That they do not attribute guilt to any one, much less do they pro-

nounce judgment without previous investigation. They ask for investiga-

tion, prompt and rigid investigation, and the punishment of guilt wherever

it may be found.

"
Signed, by order of the Court,

"
II. WOODTHORPE."
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I now proceed to offer my opinion on the naval share of this

Jiatcd transaction. Our admiral has been praised for having

refused to accede to the 7th article of the famous French armistice,

that he might be enabled to try his own skill at negotiating with

the Russian admiral. 1 am of opinion, that if that 7th article had

been abided by, we should have been immense gainers in com-

parison with the naval convention afterwards agreed upon. The
case stands thus : The Russian ilcet had entered the Tagus while

the Prince Regent \vas in power. It was then a neutral port, and

at the time of the naval convention we might surely fairly deem it

the same. In short, it continued to be a Portuguese port, although:

the French army occupied the city by force. Suppose then, from

;i sense of honour carried to a Quixotic height, the Russians had

been permitted to sail, aud not pursued for forty-eight hours,
one of the following events would have been the consequence.
Our ilect would have pursued, and perhaps taken them, or our

Channel fleet, or our tleet in the North Seas, or the Swedes might
have encountered them; and if, in defiance of probability, they had

escaped all these lets, and we suppose them to have arrived safe at

Cronstadt, still they would have taken their 7,000 men home at

their own expense instead of ours
;
and as the Russian hulks were

at all events not to have rewarded the toil of our gallant tars with,

fiome small recompense, we should also have been gainers by their

rotting in Russian ports instead of British, and our hospitals would

not have been crowded with sick enemies, who had come into our

port in triumph. Above all, we should have been more free from,

that cruel blight which has fallen on the ardent spirits of the brave

officers and crews who attended that triumph, and which for some

time prevented their landing on their native shores, feeling them-

selves ladon with a portion of that disgrace which their commander
had entailed on the whole. Letters from officers of th:.j degraded

squadron speak in unqualified terms, that opportunities have been

lost which might have added ve y brilliant rays to the star of our

naval glory; and I trust, that out of our naval members of Par-

liament, we shall not want some to appear in the front rank of

inquiry on this occasion : should I fail in the gratification of this

expectation, I shall conclude that there is someuhat within those

walls singularly adapted to the cooling of ardour and the sup-

pression of inquiry.

Many attempts have been made by mon in posver and tlu'ir

satellites to check all attempts at inquiry into crimes, by turning

a demand for io veil iga lion info a charge of prc-judgmcnt. Such
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was the case of Lord Melville such is most glaringly the case at

present. There must be suspicion of error before a trial is asked

for : all accusations are therefore, according to the opinion of

ministers, pre-jtidgment. Doubtless, between the time of accusa-

tion, and the passing sentence after trial, all partiality should as

much as possible be avoided, and more particularly the power of

government should not be exerted to screen offenders. If in the;

present instance the people at large have expressed their disgust at

the humiliating terms, and all the deeply-humiliating attendant

circumstances, and expressed loudly their expectations of a trial
;

on the other hand, the ministers have unequivocally expressed their

approbation, by announcing the convention to the people with the

same tokens of joy as blazed for the last victories of Abercrombic

and Nelson. But still more particularly have they been guilty of

the fault 'with which the city of London has been charged, by the

gracious reception which has been given to the man, whose pride

it seems to have been, as far as the nation is as yet informed, to

have confirmed the grant of a Portuguese dukedom by the tyrant

of France, and at the same time to have acknowledged all the

assumed titles of that tyrant, and that also in the language of the

country under his sway I When the cry of ATo Popery was so

prevalent, and a dread of having the church service practised again

in Latin, in order to keep the mass of mankind in darkness, the

authors of that disgraceful cry little thought that they should be

reduced to the mean shift of publishing a gazette in French for the

same degrading purpose. In every point of view, whether taken

as a whole, or examined in its minute parts, I cannot discover one

small grain of consolation ;
cither in the aggregate or detail, al! is

alike inscrutably infamous, and mournfully degrading. One very

material charge must attach to the ministers only : whatever

might have been the merit of the men, three commanders-in-chk'!',

within the course of two days, is an event sufficient to create confu-

sion. Common sense should hare dictated, in such a case, that the

commander-iii-chiof who was to complete the enterprise should

have been present at its commencement.

November 3.

I do not find that any occurrences have taken place to alter the

opinions formed when this letter was begun. I have indeed heard

from various quarters that the opinions of the officers and crews

of the ships which have been employed at and oil" Lisbon are

decidedly against the naval commander-in-chief. I have seen a

letter from a respectable ofikcr? which in plain terms avows that
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tbe a, 1 was certainly cither a *******#*+ and very late

intelligence asserts, that the mismanagement of the naval part of

the expedition has been more absurd and mischievous than we have

any idea of at home. Surely, wlu-n such rumours abound, when
such a spirit of discontent, such a heavy gloom is spread over the

spirits of brave seamen, some inquiry should be made into the

causes
; but I do not hear but that the author of fhis molancholy

prospect is to retain his command, with full power to continue his

ill-managed measures. Are we, in the course of a few short years,

to see Sir R. Calder tried and reprimanded, after a decided victory

over our enemies, and the man who has been so completely van-

quished by Admiral Siniavin retain his power without censure?

The honour of the navy is deeply at issue
; and if, at the meeting

of Parliament (a measure the ministers seem unwilling to try), no

inquiry shall have been made into the conduct of the naval comman-

der-in-chief, I do most earnestly entreat our naval members of Par-

liament to take care that his honour may be cleared, or hi?

crimes punished, after a fair and impartial investigation.

I remain, Sir, yours, &c.

E. G. F.

HTIHE following is a literal copy of a letter from on board the

-**-
Africa, and gives an interesting account of the action be-

tween that ship and the Danish gun-boats :

" His Majesty's Ship Africa, off Copenhagcn t

" MY DEAR FRIEND, Oc:ober 0, 18(>8.

" I offer sincere thanks to Almighty God, for his infinite mercy
in preserving my life this day, during a very severe action with

the Danish gun-boats. We sailed from Carl?crona, in Sweden,
about a week since, with a convoy under our protection of near

2OO sail of merchantmen, for Mahno. Our convoy got into the

f Averse from unnecessarily wounding the feelings of individuals;

anxious, that sentence should not be passed PREVIOUSLY to inquiry ; and

conceiving the expressions he,-e alluded to by our Correspondent to be

more harsh than is warranted by the facts which are as yet before the pub-

lie, we have taken the liberty of omitting them. Justice will take its course
;

innocence will triumph ;
and guilt or imbecility will be punished or dii*

graced. ED.

/2atj. afmrn. ffiot.XX. 3 B
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wished-for port, all, I believe, except one taken, and three on

shore, which were burnt by our people, to prevent their falling

into the hands of the Danes.
" The Africa kept between the convoy and the Danes, to cover

and protect them. About one o'clock this day it was quite calm.

We saw the Danish gun-boats rowing toward us, to the number

of thirty-two : perhaps you do not know, but for your information

I tell you, when a large ship is becalmed, she is quite unmanage-

able, a mere log on the water, which was our case. The Danes,

with their oars, took the opportunity to come on our quarters and

bows, where they knew we were weakest, and endeavoured to

rake us. About half past two o'clock, they came within gun-shot
of us, and we opened a brisk fire on them, from as many of our

guns as we could bring to bear on them. They continued ad-

vancing, and stationed themselves some on the quarters, and some

on the bows.
" These boats have in a calm much superiority over a ship : by

means of their oars, they can pull round a ship in any direction,

and being small, comparatively only like a speck on the water,

they are no mark to aim at like a large ship. They contained in

all, as far as we can learn, about 1,920 men, and 1'28 guns, 32's

and 42's, with swivels. To do them justice, they shewed much

courage in coming near us, for our shot went far over them.

" I was stationed at the lower gun deck, to hand powder from

the magazine; and I confess, I shuddered to see the poor sailors

knocked down in our ship, as I could sometimes, through a slit in

a thick flannel screen, which was hung round the hatchway on

which I stood, to prevent any fire from the flashes of the guns

communicating to the powder, as it was handed up to the people

above us, immediately over the magazine. I confess my weak-

ness
; my standing over the powder room, the shots pouring in,

in every direction, together with shells, I thought the magazine
would be blown up. I endeavoured to bear up against my fear*,

and succeeded.

' ( Their grape-shot could only be likened to showers of stones

or dust thrown into the ship by shovels. The screen round mj

was soon knocked away entirely, by splinters. A cartridge of

powder, of -Jibs, which I held up over my head to the man above

me, blew up, the lid of the cartridge-box being off, without hurt-

ing me, except a slight stroke on the eye. 1 cannot think how I

escaped, but by an over-ruling Providence, from destruction.

Several large shots came through the ship's side
}
close to me. Two
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iron sfanchcons, six or so.ven inches in diameter, were shot (hrougli

and broke to pieces. The man over me (o \vliom I handed the

powder was wounded i:i both arms and in the brcar.t.

" At half past seven, (hose that remained of the cu?my began to

pull away from MS. I am informed by our people who were on

deck, they supposed the Danes suffered extremely by our fire, ns

they saw several bo.its sink, and they were picking np (he people

out of the water. Some had not more than five men left in them.

The darkness of the night finished the business.

" At the conclusion we find that we have eight men killed out-

right, and in wounded many badly. The total is 61.

u Our colours were twice shot away. The enemy -supposing

we had struck, huzzaed and pulled nearer: we huzzaed and pelted

away at them : they drew back.
" We expect the masts to fall if we should have much wind,

before we can reach a port ;
in short, we have many shots between,

wind and water, and some such large pieces knocked out of the

sidv 1

, that I could almost creep through, and we are a mere wreck.

Our boats are shot all to pieces ; an arm-chest on the poop
blown to pieces by their shells ; but, thank God ! we beat them

off. We suppose their loss in men must be three times greater

than ours, considering their numbers, and from what those on our

decks saw. Those now in the ship, and who were in Lord Nel-

son's last action at Trafalgar, say, this surpassed it for hard

fighting.
" The enemy shewed great courage. We have three officers

wounded, and the sergeant-major of marines badly. Captain
Barrett walked the deck all the <ime during the action, as cool and

composed as if nothing was doing, encouraging his men. He has

given both his cabins to the wounded; and the officers have given
them their cots.

" We are going to Carl?crona to refit. The wor.st is, we have

nothing but empty honour for this, and hard knocks ; no prize-

money.
" J am writing this on Saturday night. I diink all your healths

and happiness in a glass of grog. This is a brave ship's company,
somewhat under 400 men, and too much cannot be said in their

praise.
" Jf the day-light had continued two hours longer, and the

enemy persevered with a little more judgment, they had killed

two-thirds of us, or sunk the ship, for she will, with our captain,

never strike her flag while she swims.
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11 I suppose we shall next come to England, as our ship ia

above thirty years old, and quite done up. This evening (
watnr-

day), about ten ^>'clock, we fell in with our commander-in-chief,
Sir J. Saumarez, in the Victory. Captain Barrett went on board

to him, and got orders to go to Carlscrona to repair his damages.
f

tl
Sunday. I have been on shore, and on returning to the ship

I was surprised on viewing her stern and sides. In the stern there

is not a square foot without a shot striking, or a hole : there arc

70 holes in it.

" We have got some carpenters from the ships here, and they
are busy in repairing Ihe damages, in order, as we suppose, to

enable us to proceed to England."

wn. EDITOR,

AS I observe you frequently communicate many historical facts

which would otherwise be entirely lost to (he naval historian,

J have again taken up my pen to chat a little respecting the

astonishing success which the French had, during the summer of

1SU6, in getting their squadron sale into Fort Royal, Martinique-

This extraordinary circumstance, which deserves to be" more

generally known, happened in the following manner : Sometime

in June, I remember, Jerome Buonaparte, in the Veteran, of 74

guns, was the first of their squadron, under Guillaumes, that made

her appearance, and was seen by an Ei.glish frigate off the north

end of Barbadoes. The information was immediately given to

Admiral Cochrane, then lyiug in Carlisle bay, with his flag in the

Northumberland, the only English line-of-battle ship on that

station. He in consequence got under weigh for Martinique, and

arrived off the harbour just time enough to see Jerome anchor his

ship there in safety. Shortly afterwards, his Britannic majesty's

ships Canada and Elephant arrived at Barbadoes, and proceeded

immediately to join Admiral Cochrane in Gros Islet bay, opposite
to Fort Royal : the whole then proceeded off the mouth of that

harbour, where they only arrived to see two more of the French

ships, who had gained the same anchorage with Jerome. On the

game night it came on to blow very hard from the eastward, with

heavy squalls, in which two of our ships, out of the three, lost top.

masts and lower-yards : and before they could repair these da-

mages, and recover their station off Fort Royal, four or five days

had ulapsed; during which three other sail of French line-of-battle

#hips had got in at two separate times. By this time Admiral
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Cochrane had been joined by the Agamemnon. It surely was

must extraordinary, that the French should have been thus able

to get over their ships by driblets, and in face of a superior force

as ours was at first, and to all appearance so favourably stationed

to intercept the enemy. The French ships which thus arrived in

the West Indies had been at Cayenne ;
and it is said, that a

difference of opinion taking place amongst the captains, had occa-

sioned their thus sailing at iHtervals. I have to add. that only two

of these French ships, after all, ever returned to France; the re-

mainder were lost off the coast of America.

TIM. WEATIIERS1DE.
^^h^

MR. EDITOR, London, November 1 1, T'Qo.

lK generality of seamen have an idea that the strength of

ships and vessels is an impediment to their sailing, which no.

tion makes them give too ready an assent to any objection that

may be made to the many self-evident improvements in naval archi-

tecture for strengthening ships, and consequently adding to their

safety, Mhich have frequently appeared ; not considering ho\r

many are naturally interested in the continuation of ancient errors

and absurdities, and are enriched by the existing abuses in the

construction and equipment of ships. This is a subject in which

seamen are more particularly interested, from b^inj, liable to be

the greatest sufferers. I therefore transmit, for insertion in your

NAVAL CHKONICLE, a short examination of this notion, request,

ing you will be so good as to give it a place in your useful work.

1 am, sir,

Your most humble servant,

MALCOLM COWAX.

An Examination oj the Notion generally entertained by Seamen,
that the Weakness or Luoseness of a Vessel's Frame makes her

sail the faster.

It is necessary to observe, in the first place, that the part of a

ypssel immersed in the water being bound firmly by the deck, can

scarcely bend or twist in any way to affrct her sailing ; but we will

Buppose this actually to be the case, either longitudinally, or vtrli.

tally, by the bending or leaning of the upper works, as the vessel

foils from side to side.

If a vessel, from the weakness of her frame, should bend.
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upwards and downwards, she would make greater resistance, as a

hollow or concave keel is one of the greatest impediments to a

vessel's sailing.

If the bend cr twist should be sideways, part of the side would

make a resistance diagonally to her proper course.

The rolling motion of vessels (particularly of lofty ships) causes

the sides to bend or lean over from side to side, and this vertical

straining or working certainly makes a material alteration take

place with respect to the masts and sails, by giving them more play

or motion, and in some degree altering their position. It often

happens, that by slacking the rigging a vessel's sailing is improved ;

and it is usual in cutters to slack the runners and tackles when in

chase, in order to give the mast as much play or motion as

possible.

This effect is also sometimes produced by the practice of cutting

the gunnels through in small privateers, although the motive

alleged for so doing is that of making her bend and twist like an

eel, as it is termed, in order to accomplish the same purpose.

By cutting through the gunnels of a vessel, the upper works

jnay be made very loose ; but as the deck must keep every part

from bending or twisting under water, so as to affect her sailing,

it must be simply by the effect this looseness of the upper works

has on the masts and sails by slacking the rigging, that any
alteration in the sailing can arise.

Ships sometimes sail faster when new and firmly bound together,

than when they get old and weak. The best sailing trim of a

tessel must depend entirely on the draught of water, the stowage

of the hold, fcc. and the position and trim of the masts, sails, and

rigging ; for no improvement in the sailing of a vessel, however

weak or loose she may be, can be produced by her bending or

twisting below the surface of the water.

April 28th, l&OS. MALCOLM COWAN.
^>^*^

MR. EDITOR, London, Novemler 10, 1808.

A S you have on a former occasion done me the favour to insert

* in ycur valuable publication, notices relating to my improve-

ments on ship's sails, I have to request you will give admission

to the following additional testimonials of their advantages.

I am, sir,

Your humble servant,

MALCOLM COWAX.



CORRESPONDENCE. 375

01TICIAI. RKPOIIT 10 TIIK ADMIRALTY OX CAPTAIN MAL-
COUI COWAN'S SAILS.

11*tract from Cuptain Lewis Slirjikca?-!^ Report to the Admiralty.

" His majesty's s//> Thi$bet Guernsey Roads,
"

SIR, March 13, 1865.
"

I beg you will acquaint my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that

I hud an opportunity of trying a main course, on Captain M. Cowan's plan,

on the 12th ult. in a very strong gale of wind i'rom the E.S.E.
"

I had occasion to reef the courses, and the main one was reefed in two

minutes, without a man going aloft, and with very few hands. The bail re-

mained
perfectly/quiet during the gale, without the least fret or chafing,

"
It has many advantages over the former construction ;

not only for

expedition, but when weakly manned, particularly on a lee shore, when it

would not be prudent to start either tack or sheet; and the reef can a ex-

peditiously be let out, should there be occasion to chase.
"

I find tl.e sail to haul i:p
far more snug than by the old way, and, in my

humble opinion, 1 cannot find one objection against it
; and every seaman

must feel himself very much indebted to Captain Cowan for his most

excellent plan. I have the honour to be, &r,
" /niliam Marsden, Esq.

u LEWIS SHEPHEARD."
Secretary to the Admiralty.

Captain Cowan has received three letters from Captain Shep-
heard to the same effect.

Extract of a Letterfrom Captain C. M. Mansfield, of fits Mejcsty's Ship

Minotaur, of 7-1 Gi-.ns.

" His Majesty's ship Minotaur, vff Uthant, A}.rilG, Igrj.
"

I have tried Captain Cowan's mainsail, and fii;d it a very cood thing;
write to him, and say that. I have written to the Admiralty and Navy Board*

on the subject. I can reef it in two minutes: I practise rov people at it

very often, and it is much approved by all my officers,"

" To the Rev. George Jope, Plymouth Dock:'

The second report from the Minotaur, on the advantages de

rived from this sail, after the battle of Trafalgar, may be seen,
with others, in the NATAL CHRONICLE, Vol. XVIII. p. 3'J1.

Extracts of Letters from Caplt.in Lex is Shephcard.

u His Majesty's ship Tkisbe, Valniouth, February 13, 1305.
"

I am happy to inform you I had an opportunity in the late gale of tr\>

ing your reef, which I approve of more than ever. Captain Norway, of
*he Tromp, and a gentleman came on board this morning to look at the

ef. Tley highly approve of it, aud think it a most excellent plan.
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" My officers and men, from seeing it reefed in the gale, are quite de-

lighted with it, now they perceive its utility. Depend upon it, no seamen
can start an objection, when they have seen it reefed in a gale of wind,

"
It blew excessively hard, and we shipped several very heavy seas.

" To Captain M. Cotcan, R. N. " LEWIS SHEPHEARD."

t{ His Majesty's ship Thisbf, Guernsey* Jffirch 15, 1805.

"
I received a letter from Mr. Marsden, saying, it was their lordships*

directions that I should give my opinion of your sail, as to its utility und

advantages over the sails of the old construction, which I have done.
"

I have shewn Sir James Saumarez and Captain Downham the plan,

who highly approve of it, and give you every credit you deserve; in fact,

every person who lias seen it is of the same opinion, and I do not rind one

objection again t it.

" To Captain M. Coican, R.N. LEWIS SHEPHEARD.'"

REPORTS OX SAILS WITH HORIZONTAL CLOTHS.

Extract of a Letter from Mr. Edxard Harper, Ship-owner, to Captain
M. Cowan.

" DEAR SIH,
"

Hull, November 2, 180T.

"
I think it but justice to give you a further account concerning your

valuable improvements in reefing sails at ihe foot, and making them with the

cloths horizontal.

" With respect to your courses that reef without starting tack or sheet,

the Cognac packet has one in use above two years ; and from every
account I hear, that very easy, expeditious, and safe plan of reefing cannot

fail of being generally adopted ere long.
"

Respecting the horizontal cloths, I had a main-top-sail and main-stay-

sail made for her on that plan a year ago at Liverpool, and I have examined

them after the ma:iy hard gales they have stood, and I find them much les

chafed, &c. in proportion, than any sails in her on the old plan.
" So perfectly convinced am I of the superior saving and safety of your

mode of reefins;, and making with horizontal cloths, that I have had a fore-

sail on that plan made here, and I shall, in every ship that I am concerned

in, not fail having my sails made on your plan.
"

I suspect few men who have experienced a severe gale of wind on a

lee shore, will for a moment hesitate in believing your mode or" reefing,

without starting tack or sheet, and strengthening sails by making them with

horizontal cloths, will be the means of saving lives and property.

EDWARD HARPER."

Extract of a Letterfrom Mr. Trotter, Owner of the Good Intent,

lund ; dated Sunderland, January 30, 1808.

" Mr. Stafford has had some more sails (with horizontal cloths) made for

the Hero, and a main-sail, top-sail, fore- top-mast stay-sail made for the
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John; the main-sail ami top-sail were made by Mr. Randolph (sail-maker),

who objected very much at first to make them after the patent mode ;
but

Mr. Stafford insisted on having them maiie with horizontal c!ths. The

Bails gave great .satisfaction, ami Mr. Randolph now speaks of them in the

highest terms of approbation.
" Mr. Todd (sail-maker) is now convinced that any sail may be made

with horizontal cloths, and he has made a fore-sail, top-sail, and top-

gallant-sail for their own ship the Barbara and Ann, Captain Bowness, who

is in the transport service, and wrote for them from Deptford, particularly

requesting that they might be made with horizontal cloths, and the fore-sail

with the patent reef.

"
Captain Ditchbonrn, of the Durham, says he has made use of the reef

in his fore-sail several times lately, in very heavy gales of wind, and it stands

exceedingly well.
" Mr. Gregson, of the Speedwell, told me that he has found the reef in

his top-sail very useful, and he is going to have a reef in his fore-sail, and

intends to have all the new sails patent made.
"

Captain Bowser desires me to inform you, that he intends to have all hi*

new sails made the patent way.
" I have had a top-sail and jib made for the Good Intent, and I send you

a certificate from the master.
"

I find from the different captains belonging to the Port of Lynn, that

the horizontal cloths art very well liked there.

" To Captain Cwan. " D. TROTTER.

Cfy tf a Certificate.

"
Sunderland, December 6, 1807.

'* I have had a patent top-sail nnd jib made with horizontal cloths, and,

after trying, like them very -well, fur I find they stand nearer the wind than

the other sails, aud I think them much stronger.

JAMES LAMB,
Master of the Good Intent, of Sunderland.''

Copy of a Certificatefrom ^Ir. Todd, Sail-m<tker, of Sunderland.

"
Snndt-rJand, 28th December, 1807.

" This is to certify, that I have made several sails the patent way, and

the method is much approved by those who have tried them. It is their

opinion, that they will be a great deal stronger with the seams horizontal,

and stand nearer the wind
;
and it is also my opinion, as I have made souift

for our own ship (the Barbara ar.vl Ann) the patent way.
" RICHARD TODI>,

Sail-maker, oi' Sunderland."

Extract cfu Letterfiom Mr. Stafford, Ship-ox tier.

"
Suixki-i'and, A/,-// 1, 1R07.

"
Having had a

j.ib
and top-gallant-sail made on your patent plan (^ilh

JBato. jKon,2Ul, XX. 3 c
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horizontal cloths) for the Hero, I find it will be a great saving, from their

longer duration, than the former mode of making sails.

" J would recommend the patent mode of making to every ship-owner,
for their interest.

" To Captain Cowan. ANTHONY STAFFORD.''

Extract ofa Letterfrom Mr. George Bfotvji, Ship-ozi'iicr, of Liverpool.

"
Liverpool, April 7, 1807.

" The sails that were made for the Lark brig and Lochneil sloop (with

horizontal cloths) answer my most sanguine expectations, and I have no

doubt but they will last much longer than those made in the old way.
" To Captain Cowan. " GEORGE BROWN."

Copy of a Certificate.

"
Sundcrland, January 17, 1808.

" This is to certify, that the John and Hero, both of Sunderiand, have

had several patent sails (with horizontal cloths) in constant wear for several

months, and we so far approve of the mode of making them, that we intend

for the future to have all the new sails that we get made after the patent

mode, as they stand nearer the wind, and we think them much stronger.

T. STAFFORD, master of the Hero.

J. BROWN, master of the John."

"
Sundcrland, April 30, 1807.

* Mr. Cuthbert Vaux, owner of the brig Durham, ordered a patent fore-

sail of Mr. Todd, sail-maker. Captain Ditchhourn, of the said ship, finds

it to answer, both for reefing and standing upon a wind, much better than

the former way of making.
JOII\T D1TCHBOURN."

Observations on Captain Coicmi's Sails.

From the numerous testimonies in favour of Captain Cowan's

sails, and on comparing them with the old sails, it is evident, that

independent of other advantages, they must add considerably to

the sea-worthiness of ships, and insure their safety in situations

where they are now unnecessarily exposed with the common sails,

to certain destruction, as may be easily exemplified. Suppose a

man.of-war, with the old sails, and a deeply laden collier with the

improved sails, to be on a Ice shore in tempestuous and squally

weather, with barely sea-room to weather the land, by carrying a

press of sail : the man of war might be under the necessity of

reefing the courses on account of the violence of the squalls, or

from a variety of other causes, but might be lost, from the want of



COrfRESPONDENCi:. 37P

time and sea-room td reef the sails in the old way, or from their

Splitting in hauling up to reef, or afterwards in setting them ;

whilst the collier (one of the worst calculated vessels for escaping
from a lee- shore) would in all probability escape the dagger,

toerely by reefing the courses expeditiously in the squalls, which

she would be able to do, without starting tack or shcctj or taking
the effect of the sails off the ship.

The lords commissioners of the Admiralty having been pleased
to allow these sails to his majesty's ships, on the application of their

respective captains, it is hoped that they may prove the means of

saving many ships and valuable lives, especially as his majesty'*

ships are more subject than ever to the dangers of lee shores, from

the number of enemy's ports now under blockade*

Mil. EDITOR,

AN action in the Channel with a French frigate at this time>

is so rare a circumstance, that every thing relative to the late

proceedings of the ships which joined the Amethyst must be interest-

ing. The following extract from a letter on board the Triumph,

Sir T. M. Hardy, will add to the information which I trust some

ef your other correspondents will bend.

,
" November \1, 1808.

*' List night, at half past 8 o'clock, P.M. we observed a gun firedj

bearing due west, which was on our lee beam. We immediately bore

up, and made all sail. Soon afterwards we observed a rocket, ano!

a gun tired with it : we were at this time clearing for action : at

nine, we observed two ships engaging each other, and running away
before the wind : at 12 they ceased firing, and at one A.M. we saw

the two ships close to us, and found them to be his majesty's ship

Amethyst, and a French frigate, bound to Martinique, with 1,000

barrels of Hour on board. She engaged the Amethyst three hours

and a half, excessive hard fighting : we have been employed all

this day taking the prisoners out. I have not been to sleep yet, for

we were at our quarters all night. At three o'clock this morning
a midshipman with a party of men was sent from the Triumph to

the Amethyst to repair her rigging, which had been much cat.

The captain of the Amethyst is a son of the late Lord H.

Seymour."
SPLICE-ALL.
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MR. EDITOtt,

UR pages record more than one instance of the bravery

manifested by the commanders and seamen employed by

the East India Company, for which they have received the appro-

bation and applause of their country, and the more substantial

reward bestowed by those whose property their exertions saved

from an enemy of all others the least deserving of success
;

but

while we admire the skill and conduct of the moderns, we must by
no means forget that our ancestors acted under a similar impulse of

courage and fidelity, setting us an example, from which we have

not degenerated, as will be perceived and acknowledged after the

perusal of the following account of the gallant resistance made by

Captain Wright and his crew in 16*86, to the attack ef several

pirates. Yours, &c.

"ROBUR.

t; We have the following account of an engagement, which the

ship Caesar, Captain Edmond Wright, commander, maintained on

the last day of October, 1686, against five East India pirates, of

several nations : the said ship being bound for the East Indies, on

the account of the East India Company, with a lading to the

value of one hundred thousand pounds sterling, and having on

board a company of one hundred soldiers, of the Lord Viscount

Montgomery's regiment (which his majesty was pleased to give

leave to go in the said company's service), and one hundred

seamen. On the 28th of October we arrived at St. Jago, where

having refreshed our men, we set sail again the Sunday following;

but had scarce opened the weathermost point of the road, when

we1 had sight of five ships, which were pirates, and waited our

coming out, as we afterwards found, for they no sooner espied us,

but they crowded all the sail they could possibly make after us ;

whereupon, imagining the worst, we likewise made sail, for the

gaining time to put ourselves in the best posture we could for our

defence ; which having done, and perceived the pirates gained

upon us apace, our captain ordered our small sails to be handed,
and our main-sail and liiizen to be furled, and put our ship right

before the wind, concluding it absolutely the best way so to

engage ;
and then having encouraged our men, every one repaired

to his post.

About ton in the morning, two of the nimblest of the pirates
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came up with us, flic headmost having fired three or four shots at

Us, and finding we slighted him, stretched to windward, and there

lay pecking at us, whilst his companion was doing the same astern,

whom our chase guns from the great cabin soon brought upon the

careen, which we had scarce done, when the other three ships had

got our length, and fired on us amain ; those were ships of burthen,
and could not have less than between twenty and thirty guns each,
and full of men : the admiral and vice-admiral on our larboard side5

designed to lay us on board, which the other did ou our quarter;

but we plyed him so warmly with our small shot, which we show,

ered on him from our tops, poop, and other posts, that he was

glad to get clear of us again, and fell astern, having lost his bow.

sprit and abundance of his men, his hull at the same time not

being impenetrable to our great shot, which we placed in and

through him. The vice-admiral ou our bow having had as hot au

entertainment, and no better success, bore likewise away, and had

the luck to receive our broadside, which carried away his fore-

yard and mizeu-mast ; whilst our stern chase so galled the rest

astern, that after five hours sharp engagement, they began to bear

away, to repair the damage they had received from us, which wa

questionless very considerable, and would have been yet greater,
could we have played our whole gun-deck tier; but being so

deeply laden, \ve durst break open never a port between decks,

save our stern chase. All our men in general behaved thcmselve*

with great courage, and in particular the soldiers and their officers

made use of their small arms with so much skill and bravery, that

a large share of the honour of this action is due to them. The

pirates having left us, we continued our course, having sustained

some damage in our sails and rigging, and had one man killed and

eight wounded."

MR. EDITOR, iMiiltfiaven, November 9, 1808.

iriT AVING formerly spent many years in the naval service of

*** the Hon. East India Company, arid still bearing in remem-

brance the many agreeable days I have passed in it, with my bro-

ther officers ; this circumstance has occasioned in me a great par-

tiality to sea affairs
; and induced a hope, that I may possibljr

have it in my power to suggest some inventions that -may prova
beneficial to mariners in general.

Although great improvements hare of late been made throughout



CORRESPONDENCE,

the British dominions upon light-houses, yet I think it is still

possible to make farther improvements, on so useful and necessary

a building.

In the first place, I would propose, that every reflecting light

should have a different colour or tinge, such as red, yellow, blue,

&c. by which means they would be immediately identified at night,

as soon as perceived, which cannot so certainly be done, as long as

they are alike in that respect.

In the next place, I would recommend, that they should be so

constructed, as not only to ascertain the bearing of headlands,

harbours, &c. but also to determine the distance the observer may
be from them, in the following manner, viz.

Suppose a light-house, to be erected according

to the annexed elevation, and of a conical form,

the great light, represented at A, may have what

tinge may be thought proper ; underneath, at

the perpendicular distance of 50, 60, or 100

feet. I would propose four or five others at B,

of a smaller size, to be seen a few leagues at sea.

"When these last mentioned are not perceivable,

the observer may conclude that he is at a con-

siderable distance from it ; but, when any one of

them are in view, he need only take the angle of

altitude between it and the great one, and in a

table, calculated before hand, he will find the

distance he is from the light-house, by a very

easy and expeditious method, sufficiently exact

for his purpose.

Should you think the above worthy of insertidn in your useful

and instructive NAVAL CHRONICLE, you may possibly hear agaia

from, sir,

Your obedient humble servantj

A

B
D DO
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MR. EDITOR,

THE
writer of the biographical memoir in the present volume

of your excellent work,* thanks you for your protection

of those topics which had struck him as worthy of your notice,

and calculated for a due sense of honour to the memory of his

friend, Captain Jlardinge.

He begs leave to add, that you have heightened this obligation,

by the good faith and by the diligence of your press.

Errufa will obtrude but he is aware of norte which arc

material, except the inadvertence of an allusion to a passage which

does not appear, but which the writer half repents that he sup-

pressed (having at first given place to the anecdote), for it was a

marked and critically affecting indication of self.denial in spirits,

when they were most volatile, at an infant's age; but were con.

trouled by a sense of gratitude, and the best of all heroism, a

generous principle of the heart. A dispassionate and judicious

friend of the writer (and of his hero), expressed a fear of the

reader's contempt for any such anecdotes in such a life. The
allusion will be found at the foot of page 284, and is there intro-

ductory to the letter which he had received in honour to his friend,

and which has touched, in a few lines of matchless effect, the charm
of his life.

But the writer of that memoir takes the liberty of addressing

you again, for a purpose which he has infinitely more at heart-
he wishes to correct and reform one of the many errors in his own

manuscript, as a feature of the life so dear to him. He has been,

accused of an "
impotent and lame conclusion" upon the unques-

tioned and signal merit of the last and brilliant enterprise, oft* the

Isle of Ceylon : he could apologize for this defect, by his fear of

his own partialities, but the generous reader will prompt that

apology to himself, though he will not be offended or displeased if

the forbearance, considered as an omission, could be repaired in

some degree by the effect and spirit of a detail which has been

laid before the king, and has produced in his majesty's parental
bosom an impulse to a distinction of inestimable value conferred

upon the family of the hero, as an hcir.loom of the name so

honoured by him*

When the San Fiorenzo left Ceylon, on its passage to Bombay,
>t is personally known to the writer of the mcmoir.that his friend

* Vide page 2^7,
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had no conception of the hope to find such an adventure in his way
as that of meeting with la Piedmontaise ; who, as General Malt-

land observes, in his letter,
" had uniformly eluded the vigilance of

other naval officers," and who had been pursued by the San

Fiorenzo in particular, but could never be reached.

Of his four lieutenants, one had been left behind him, Lieutenant

Collier an experienced and high-spirited officer, who would have

animated this or any similar enterprise with his powerful aid, if a

disabling indisposition had not compelled him to remain upon the

island, for the purpose of sailing from thence to England for the

recovery of his health. In general the San Fiorenzo's crew

tvere too sickly for the complete and perfect exercise of their

natural energy, whether in attack or defenco.

Not a single enemy had appeared in sight on the voyage or in

earlier destinations of this frigate. Captain Hardinge had onco

been the commodore of a littte squadron when commander of the

same frigate, but saw nothing which could interest his enthusiasm

for the service he loved.

Of the alarming and formidable disparity between the two

frigates he had previous and minute intelligence: he had stated it

in the letter which described the pursuit in 1807 ; and the accuracy

of his naval eye has been delineated by the anecdote of the

Ville de Paris. He must therefore have ascertained the Pied-

montaise at the moment he saw her, by the description he had

received.

In the night of March the 6th, our hero took measure of this

powerful adversary in his view pursued her and compelled her

(o defend herself against him. After a short conflict she ran

away, and he pursued, but could not reach her again till six

o'clock the next morning. This interval of time would of itself

prove the delect of the English frigate in her sailing powers, and

fhe unparalleled exertions of her crew (sickly as they were) to

counteract the fatality of such a defect ; but we know, from other

statements, and from the history of la Piedmontaise, that she had,

up to that period, uniformly outsailed her adversaries, and had

rather levelled her blow at their commerce than at their gallant

spirit and their established fame.

The action was renewed for a period of near two hours : again
the enemy made all sail away. The main top-sail-yard of the San

Fiorenzo had been shot through ; the main royal mast and both

of the main top-mast-stays, the main spring-stay, and most of the
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standing and running rigging had been crippled ; all the sails

were cut to pieces ; and most of the cartridge had been fired

away.
The San Fiorenzo employed all hands to repair her damage, and

fit herself again for action. She kept sight of her fugitive adver-

sary, and at nine o'clock on the following day bore down upon
her under all sail. This third action was decisive and completely

victorious, but was clouded by the death of its hero !

Thus had perseverance, alacrity in resources, and skill in the

application of it, but, above all (the best feature of naval courage),
the patience of its discipline, kept alive by the zeal of its hope,
enabled a superannuated frigate, of 38 guns, and mustering 186*

men (officers included]*, and most of them out of health after an

action renewed three successive days, and in every conflict the

assailant of the enemy (who fought in self-defence with reluctance

and by force) to overcome and capture 566 men, armed with

50 long eightecn-pounders, in a vessel distinguished by it3

youthful powers, and flushed with habits of conquest over its

inferiors.

The moment of the hero's death is not with accurate precision

yet ascertained, but it seems generally understood that he fell at an

early period of the last and victorious attack.

It would be unlike what his conduct would have been, had he

survived his wound, but ,had been carried below the deck, and
would now be unworthy of those who represent the delicacy of his

honour, to dissemble the fact, that much of his fame is amply
shared, as much of his enterprise was nobly emulated, by the

first lieutenant, who fought the remainder of the last action under

such heavy disadvantages, and captured the enemy. But having
marked with praise the most unequivocal this due honour to the

successor, I have no fear to be thought arrogant for my oisn hsro,

if I attribute part of the merit in this latter branch of the enter-

prise (though it survived him) to his example when he was no

more to the love and zeal for his memory, which animated his

crew, and, above all, to his equipment of his naval powers for the

decisive blow, and for that impivssion of it which he made when
the action was last renewed, which terminated in the victory and

the capture.

Captain Robert Falkner's death, at the distance of three hours

from the subsequent capture of his adversary, was considered as no

diminution of his fame in the action which took him from the

JoI, XX. 3 D
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world, though, of course, his first lieutenant must liavc divided ///,

renown in winding up with congenial ability and spirit what the

hero who fell h;td commenced and inspired.

The words of Captain Byng are very short, but, although yon
have published them in your Gazette Letters,* they should not

have been omitted in the memoir, because they impart in a few

words a powerful testimony to the character of his brother officer

and friend :

" In the last action, that excellent ami gallant officer, Captain IJar-

dinge, fell. By all information, a more severe and a more determined

action, or in which British valour has been shewn more conspicuously, has

not been fought in this war.

(signed)
" G. BYXG."

The new arms and crest which his majesty has granted arc allu-

sions to the gallant spirit, abilities, and successful perseverance of

this excellent officer in his capture of the Dutch war-sloop Atalante,

followed up, at the end of only four years, by this brilliant ser-

vice of the attack made on la Piedmontaise. The arms repre-

sent the dismasrcd frigate in the act of being led by its victorious

antagonist, with its colours placed under those of Britain. The new

erest is a naval sword passing through a wreath of cypress to

another of laurel, which terminates the point. Across the sword

are two flags, one of them Dutch, and the other French, inscribed

Atalante and Piedmontaiac. The motto is from Horace :
u Pas-

tera laudes recens."

It is to all the male descendants of the last Nicholas Hardinge,

and their male posterity who shall bc-ar the name of Harding ,
that

his majesty has given these new arms, to be respectively borne by
ach of them tor ever.

PLATE CCLXX.

IE accompanying engraving, by Rennet, is from a drawing by

that rising young artist, Mr. William Westall, and is a view

of the east end of the island of Madeira.

Some hundred yards from the east end is a perforated rock,

about fifty feet high : large boats can pass underneath it with

ease.

* Vide page 156 of this volume.
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PHILOSOPHICAL PAPERS.

Disquisitions on Ship Il'.'.ildin^^ Ji\ in the Correspondence of /fig

lutu Admiral Sir C- K.NOwr,i:s, Barf, communicated Lj/ j\lr.

Warn-:, laic of the Royal 1
/<-/, Duj>fjord.

[Concluded from Vol. XVI. pugc -J22.]

I.tlTER XI.

sin, London, October J3, 1770.

I
AM favoured with your letter of the ^th, ami am nut at all

surprised at what you tell me, of a d'X'p laden sloop beating

your packet in a fresh gale of wind
;
which you impute to your

rigging brn'ii tight. Jt might contribute somewhat towards it, by

altering the position of your centre of gravity lengthways, but the

principal reason was the great inclination which the effort of wind

on your sails' and the great weight of that* monstrous mast gave

your vessel, whereof the figure of her body was totally changed :

for, as I told you in my last, no vessel was ever built to sail on her

broadside.

Captain Bentinck and Captain Douglas hare been with me, who
find (he same fault with your being over masted that I do : though
the lirst you say advised you to use larger sails. I have a model of

tlir packet nearly finished ; with which, when I have tried all the

t-xp*TJments upon hc-r, demonstrating the truth of what I have

advanced, and reduced them to calculation, I will send you them.

Jn the mean time 1 send you a simple experiment : which, though
founded on a supposition of the contents of your sails, you may
amuse yourself by trying (should they contain more or less).

Allowing that there is 4,000 square feet of surface in all your
lower sails, and that the wind blows with a force equal to five

pounds upon OIK- square foot of canvass (which is more than it did

in the great storm of November, 1701), the impulse which all the

sails will receive from the wind will be equal to '20.000 pounds, or

ten tons. This effort operates not only upon the mast, but also

upon the boom gall* and bowsprit; each has a share, and may be

demonstrated
;
but as the mast is our only object now, that alone

>v ill be spoken to.

Jn order then to ascertain the diameter of such a mast as is,

capable of resisting the before going impulse of the wind, and with

which you may always navigate with safety, try the following

experiment :-

Take a piece of sound fir, of an inch diameter when rounded (no
matter for the length), and lay a foot of it over a block, or fuU

rrum, and fasten the other end securely ; then laaug a scale to
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the extremity, and keep adding weights to it till it breaks th

stick : ordinarily it will take about 120 pounds to break it ;

therefore, if it can be had, it is best trying this experiment with a

stick made of a piece of the soundest part of the same mast, and

note only the pounds it requires. Out of this experiment arises,

this question : If it requires 120 pounds to break a stick 01 one

inch diameter, at a foot from its fulcrum ; what weight will it re-

quire to break a mast, at the same distance from its fulcrum, and,

what must its diameter be ?

We have already the impulse of the wind upon your sails, viz.

20,0001bs, and we suppose the height from the deck to your gaff,

or head of your sails, to be 40 feet. The centre of gravity, or

centre of effort of all the sails, lies at about 23 feet above the deck,

and 25 below the gatf (which you will find by squaring the con-

tents of your sails at that height). Divide then their total impulse,

20,000 by 48, and you have the effort at every foot high, in num-

ber of pounds, which is 416 pounds per foot ; multiply this by 23,

and you have the force in pounds which the Mind exercises in that

point, viz. 9,568 pounds.

A mast that is capable of sustaining an effort equal to that

weight, at the end of a lever 48 feet long, ought to sustain one

48 times greater, applied to the distance of a foof, which amounts

to 459,264 pounds. Now divide this by 120, the number of

pounds to break the stick, and you will see the mast required

must be 3,827 times stronger than the stick with which we made

the experiment. Therefore, relative forces being as the cubes of.

their diameters, there remains no more but to extract the cubic

root of 3,827, to know what diameter the mast ought to be, which

is something more than 15 inches ; if I remember right, your mast

is 18 inches.

The height of your mast, and the particular strain upon your

boom, gaff, and bowsprit shall be the subject of my next, as I am,

straitened now for time : therefore shall only advise, that, as this

calculation is made for the safety of your vessel, as well as for her

faster sailing, I wish you would not delay it ;
for as winter is

approaching, you must either reduce your mast, or take in more,

ballast. I will only say I am so sure of my principle, that 1 will

venture to pay for the masts if it does not answer.

I am, sincerely yours,

CHARLES KNOWLES.

P.S. The Admiralty will not hire any vessels, but those who have

jParl y interest.

Compliments to Mrs. Story.

5
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LETTER XII.

SIR, Buhtrode-street, October 21, 1770.

As I fear my time will be too closely employed, during the rest

of my stay in England, to admit of much leisure for trying the

experiments I proposed with the model of your vessel (intending to

set out for Petersburg next month), I take this opportunity of

sending you such further observations and reflections as have oc-

curred to me since I wrote to you last
;
and of recommending to

you a trial of them, which, as I told you before, I will venture to

pay for, if they do not answer.

First, I apprehend, as your vessel was lengthened 20 inches from

the draught first proposed, that your main.mast is at least 20 inches

too far forward : this you will perceive will carry your main-sail,

boom, and gaff, bodily so much farther aft, consequently your
centre of gravity lengthways, whereby your pitching so deep will

be greatly lessened, and the vessel not gripe so much, but possibly

carry her helm near a midship, which will likewise make her pass

much swifter through the water. Should that not be (he case, but

she gripe still, the boom and gaff must be somewhat shortened ;

but at all events lessen them, especially the gaff, and particularly

at the outer end.

As I take it for granted you are so convinced of the rectitude

of what I wrote you last, about lessening the diameter of your

mast, that yon have done it, I shall repeat no more on that head

now, but observe, secondly, that your vessel was also raised, fore

and aft, something higher than the plan, in order to deepen your
waist ; this has therefore heightened your centre of gravity ;

ivhich, though it were but half an inch, is many tons : consequently,

then, it becomes necessary to shorten your mast something (which,

acts as a lever to overturn her, when the wind is on her broadside),

to counterbalance that force : by doing this, the vessel will go more

upright, and her accelerating force be greatly augmented, without

much change in the figure of her body that she was designed to

sail best with
;
and you will have the honour of beating every

vessel you meet, with half the sail they carry.

I most heartily wish you every satisfaction ;
and should you be

obliged to cut your sails, cut them by the head, not the foot ; and

carry your chock for the bowsprit with you, and try the experi-

ment both ways, first as it is, and afterwards use the chock, and

Steevc it more. But I think if you stee\c it agreeable to what I

wrote in my former letter, and also ralcc your mast accordingly,
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you will find it answer. If these alterations do not answer, let me
know; and, if you approve, I wi!l obtain you leave from Lord

Saudwich to stav a week or two behind, and I will come down
and stay wiih you till we get her in a perfect trim : for I am so

sanguine about her, that I -would risk my all upon her sailing.

The vague dimensions of masts and sails, as commonly given to

ships, are sufficiently exploded by Mons. Bougier. I am fixed in

my principles, and therefore shorten your mast at all events.

Health, happiness., and success attend you ! and I am,

Most faithfully yours,

CHARLES KNOWLES.

P.S. Excuse my incorrectness, as I write in a hurry, my family

going abroad to morrow. Compliments to Mrs. Story.

P.S. Once more remember, let a ship be constructed upon un-

erring principles, and the best that ever was formed, yet she may
be rendered the worst by over-masting her, or displacing her

Jading.
LETTER XIII.

Sin, - BulstroJc-sfrcct, September, 1770.

I have received your obliging letter : am glad you begin to

think with me that it was necessary to cut your mast. Believe

roe, if it was cut mon-, the vessel would prove the better, and sail

faster. As to some builders being against it, 1 am not surprised

that they cannot comprehend my principle. But for those I have

a tale : a man was to run a race with another, for a wager, with a

burthen upon his shoulders, \vhich he did, and won it. But,

unknown to him, the weight was so disposed as to be placed

most for his advantage and case. After this, he was so vain, that

he offered to run with the same burthen upon his head, and

lost it.

A vessel therefore, that is formed to sail quickly, cannot be made
to carry the same quantity of sail that one of equal tonnage will

carry which is full built : nor can a vessel be built formed to carry

burthen, which will sa4l as fast with so small a quantity as a fine

figured body. It is therefore demonstratively true, that no one

ship, or vessel, can possibly be formed to have every requisite

quality, both united and distinct, to the greatest degree of per-,

fection. Experiments and investigation will in time teach us how
far we may combine these distinct qualities in the configuration of

a body : yet, whilst they are blended, each must always fall short

of that point of perfection to which each may be carried sepa

rarely.
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I write my Ideas thus plainly to you. as I perceive you take

pleasure in being informed ;
and I persuade myself, on your find-

ing the truth of them verified, by carrying them into execution, you
will reeeive the more pleasure. But bo this as it may, let me beg of

you to take some opportunity of trying the vessel, at the draught

of water and trim she was built to sail at
;
which I thiuk has not

been done yet : for till then, I do not think it any fair tihi!.

As to her griping with the wind on the beam, which you men-

tioned at that draught of water she was then at, it is a proof she

had too much after sail
;

in that case, when site is in proper trim

I would cut the gaff, and the main-sail, by the mast to it, as it

gives* that way. I most sincerely wish she may answer to your
i'ntire satisfaction ; and that every success may attend you, that

you can desire. Being, sir,

Your most faithful humble servant,

CHARLES KNOWLES.

LETT FT. XIV.

Hulstmde-stresf, Si-ptcmler 29, 17 TO.

Philips ami Matthew smack, burthen 53 tons, or thereabouts,

five years old. Ph. Deane, now ready for sailing. Written, Oct. 7.

sin,

I have been to the Isle of Wight for some time past, and re-

turned but on Tuesday, or should have thanked you for your two

obliging letters : the last made me excessively happy ;
as it proved,

in the lirst place,, the rectitude of what I wrote you, and in the

next, I perceived you had pleasure from it yourself.

You need not be in the least doubt about reducing your mast yet
at least three feet in length, as weil as moving your mast a liulo

further aft, and raking it more : but I would advise cutting your
main-sails by the goreiug at the mast, and not by the straight lurch ;

and to steeve your bowsprit something more, and i ivill answer

with my head, she sails better a:>.d better still : for believe me, a

boy (which I compare your vessel to) cannot, carry the same bur-

then a strong man can do, which is the same thing. ISut m> ship
or vessel is so constructed, nor was ever intended, to sail best on.

her broadside. The more upright, the wholesomer sea-boat elie

will prove, and the swifter she will pas? over the waves, nor

throw and force them over her. *****
^

' i.i.
* Or gom. Thii- word, like some others in the original; if difficult to

stulr yut
; owing to the writing.
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MR. EDITOR, Folkstone, November 19, 1803.

EARLY the whole of the accompanying paper on water-

spouts at sea, was transmitted td Sir Joseph Banks, on my
return from the Mediterranean in 1802, and I understand that a

copy of it is at this time deposited in the archives of the Royal

Society ; but as the constant object of my wishes is that of ascer-

taining what degree of danger attends these phenomena, I now take

the liberty of soliciting (through the medium of your CHRONICLE)

any remarks that may be made on so interesting a subject. I can-*

not omit, on this occasion, expressing my regret, that the officers

of the navy are so little in the habit of transmitting you similar ob-

servations, because I sincerely believe that nothing would more

effectually lessen the calamities we are exposed to ; for if ever there

was a service distinguished for the multiformity of its perils ; if

ever there was a profession where safety, where honours, and

every thing depended on timely anticipations, that service, it mast

be admitted, is the naval service we are engaged in ~

3 that pro*

fession, indisputably, is the profession of a sailor.

I ftm, sir, yours, &c.

WATER-SPOUTS,

As seen from his Majesty's Brig El Corso, William Ricketts, Esq.

Commander, in the ^Mediterranean and Adriatic Seas, 1800 1801.

From the sensation of alarm generally prevailing in ships on the

approach of water-spouts, and the serious consequences that may
result from the endeavours of mariners to avoid them, I have been

induced to believe that any communication tending to throw light

on the subject, cannot fail to prove very desirable to the Royal

Syciety.

Previous to the month of July, 1SCO, my opinion of water-

spouts was formed on the basis of those popularly incu'catel

among sailors. By them I was led to imagine that all \vater-spouts

were solid columns of water, pumped up, as it were, by the action

of the clouds from the sea, the vicinity to which was attended with

imminent danger, as well from a vortex created by the ascending

fluid, as from the occasional fall of a tremendous deluge from

above ; and it was under considerable apprehensions arising froca
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such impressions, that at the latter end of July, 1800 (while sailing

among the Lipari Islands), I was suddenly awakened by a hurried

exclamation from the officer on watch, that a water-spout was

hear, and would soon be aboard us. On my reaching the deck

(which was done without the delay of dressing), I immediately

perceived from the larboard quarter, that a phenomenon of that

nature was actually approaching us. The night at this time was

dark and calm, though the water was slowly undulated. The clouds

were generally low, black, and stationary, while the object of

alarm, but a few yards from the quarter, appeared as part of a

cloud itself, descending in a tapering and circular form to the sea.

Hardly had we time to make these observations, before the spout

(accompanied by a broken sound of sharp and heavy rain),

moving at the rate of two knots, proceeded gloomily towards us,

almost touching our stern
;
and in less than two minutes more, the

whole phenomenon, without any visible alteration of form, had

suddenly and totally disappeared. It was particularly remarked,
that the moment the spout had proceeded beyond the larboard

quarter, a light air of wind came in from that point, as though
we had been becalmed by its approach ; and, on examination,
the after part of our main-sail was found to be wetter than the

rest.

As from the latter circumstances, and the dampness sensibly felt

by all those who stood only in their linen on deck, no doubt could

possibly be entertained that, had the popular notion of a created

vortex, &c. been correct, inevitable destruction must have followed:

it afterwards became with me a matter of doubt, how far experi-
ence would prove the received opinions to be just. Respecting
the propriety of these doubts, a very fine opportunity of judging
not long afterwards occurred. It was in the month of November,

1801, whilst cruising along the Istrian shore, that, soon after noon,
our attention was excited by the appearance, in the south, of a

lofty black inverted column, resting as it were on the sea, and

reaching to the clouds. Round the lower extremity of this co-

lumn there arose a thick and voluminous vapour (resembling

Steam), which, on its attaining a moderate height, flew out in scroll

or volute like forms to the east and the west. Whilst we were

occupied by the above phenomenon, our attention was hastily

diverted by what at first appeared only a small agitation of the

water ; afterwards, by observing this water rise into a vapour ; and

ultimately, by seeing that vapour ascend in the form of a cloudy

apron. (Qol. XX. 3 E
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pillar from the s"ea. In the mean time (that is, from the moment
the vapour began to appear), a da<k cloud immediately over, was

observed to be dilating itself (downward) into the shape of an

udder, from whence there instantly descended a pillar, similar in

figure and colour to the former.

It was then directly remarked, that, although the velocity of

both these pillars, or parts of a pillar, was increasing as they
drew near, yet, that the speed of the upper one was considerably

greater than that of the lower ; this disproportion continuing till

they had nearly united, when a junction, on both sides, was

rapidly formed. During the period of making the latter remarks,

the column first noticed was suddenly divided more than two

thirds down, the superior part flying upwards like the curling of

a shaving, whilst the other sunk away with the vapour, which had

previously begun to subside. In several other parts of the same

dark cloud, great downward swellings, or udders, appeared, under

which, but not always in a vertical direction, the water was seen

to foam, and vapours of different elevations arose, producing an

effect extremely curious, and altogether difficult to describe. In

all, seven water-spouts were completely organized, out of which

number two were made as curves, retaining that shape throughout ;

one enlarged its original curve, till it became a perpendicular ;

two others, leaning obliquely, never altered their position till bro-

ken ; and the remainder, being at first vertical, were always the

same, and beautifully formed. However curious, on perusal, may
seem the preceding remarks, there remains one, still more extraor-

dinary, to be stated. It is, that straight up the centre of several

spouts (like quicksilver in a glass tube) we could distinctly mark

the ascension of a fluid, light in its colour, and subject to great

variations in its pace ; but it was constantly observed, that the

nearer the spouts approached to perpendicular, the more actively

the fluid was moved. The durations of the above phenomena were

from three to five minutes ; and it is proper to observe, that not thy

smallest symptoms offalling water was at any time seen^ though
one of the spouts was scarcely constructed before it was destroyed.
It is necessary to add, that our estimated distance from them was

from six to eight miles, and that the wind was considered as light,

though it had blown fresh for several days before from the south-

east, accompanied with almost continued rain.
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Memoirs of JOSIAS ROGERS, Esq. Commander of his Majesty'''s

Ship Quebec. By the late WILLIAM GILPIN, A.M. Prebendary

of Salisbury, and Vicar of Boldre, in Neio Forest. Published

by his Trustees, for ihe Benefit of the School at Boldre.

R" GILPIN's name is so well known in the literary world,

that we need add nothing more, in introducing this interesting

volume to the attention of our readers, than our assurance that

they will find it worthy of their attention, and of the gallant

officer whose services it records. It is dedicated in the following

manner :

"TO

" SIR ANDREW SNAPE HAMMOND, BART.
" COMPTROLLER OF THE NAVY.

((
SIR,

" THOUGH I have not the pleasure of being acquainted with yon,
I trust the following pages will not be an unacceptable present to

you. iTou and I are both interested in the amiable and respecta-

ble subject of them : ho ivas a friend of yours, and a parishioner of

mine : to you he was particularly dear. You brought him up ;

and under your auspices he learned those lessons of naval know-

ledge, which were the foundation of all the ruble actions of his

life. Fortunate, sir, you have been in introducing such a man to

the service of his country. I could mention another * whom you,

trained up in the same field of glory, and who was likewise the

intimate friend of the subject of these papers : with him 1 was no

way acquainted, except, as numbers were beside me, from his

excellent character, both in and out of his profession. Both

these excellent young men are now go.ne, and have left such

examples behind, as will not, 1 fear, in many instances, be copied;
in none, probably, outdone.
<c The materials from whence the following memoirs were drawn,

consisted of a variety of letters, journals, anu verbal accounts from

* Sir AnUrew Douglas, who was second captain of the Queen Char-

lotte in the sea light on the 1st of June, 1794. lie received a wound in

his hand, from which he never recovered : it was at last the cause of his

death.
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persons acquainted with the facts ; with many of which, I dare

say, sir, you are well acquainted; and will, I doubt not, agree

w^th me, that a life so full of incidents and noble actions, ought
not to be hid in journals and log-books, but should be produced
into public, as an example of acting and suffering with the magna-

nimity of a hero. A long and cruel war hath opened the charac-

ters of many gallant men, and given birth to many gallant actions.

Many, who have survived their gallant exploits, have been gra-

tified by their country with honours and rewards : but many, who

might equally deserve them, were cut off in the midst of tht-ir

glory. Among them was the subject of these memoirs
;
and as he

cannot receive the honours of his country, let us at least pay his

memory the tribute it deserves. And as the minister of his parish,

it appeared to me that I was a proper person to bring such an

example forward.

" I am, sir,

" Your most obedient,
i( and very sincere humble servant,

" WILLIAM GILPIN."
Vicar's Hill, May 13, 1803.

The following extract is taken from page 8 :
/

"
Very soon after these events, about the year 1775, the American war

broke out, and Captain Hammond was appointed to tlie command of the

Roebuck, of 44 guns. He carried Air. Rogers with him, whom he now

found a very useful man, on various occasions. In March, 1776, he sent

him, under his second lieutenant, in an armed tender, to surprise Lewes-

town, lying within the' capes leading to Philadelphia. As this expedition

engaged Mr. Rogers, who was then under twenty years of age, in a series

of uncommon adventures, which will open his character in a great degree, I

shall dwell the longer upon them.

" The Lord Howe, which was the name of the tender, had been only a few

days at sea, when she gave chase to a small American sloop. The wind

blew a vigorous storm from the north-west: but Mr. Rogers and four men

at the hazard of their lives, boarded, and took possession of her. She was

soon, however, hurried away in the blast, out of sight of the tender. Her

sails were shivered in pieces ; her boom was broken ; and the frost was so

intense, that every wave that broke over her formed itself immediately into

ice. The men, it may be supposed, were in a most distressed condition.

Obliged to incessant labour in so cutting a blast, they were covered with

icicles, and their jackets frozen to their backs ; two of theq| were frost-

bitten ;
one of them entirely lost the use of his feet.

" In the mean time, the vessel became so heavy and unwieldy, with the

quantity of ice that had generated in her, that Mr. Rogers was afraid every
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moment she would go to the bottom. It was found that, in straining, she

had sprung a leak, which engaged their few hands in the toil of incessant

pumping. Three more of the incn, unable to stand the deck, were carried

below.

Eleven days they were driven about at the mercy of the storm, in this

distressed condition. On the 12th the wind subsided, and a gentle southern

breeze springing up, brought pleasant serene weather. The vessel was

cleared of ice, and what little they could do, was done to the sails and

rigging. They were also now pretty well assured of their course : the land

they saw at a distance, they conceived to be Cape Charles, one of the capes
of Virginia. Mr. Rogers, therefore, who had never spared himself, being

worn out with incessant toil, had thrown himself on a hammock, in this

moment of quiet, and was immediately asleep.

lie had not slept many hours, when he was suddenly roused by a violent

outcry, calling him on deck. He leaped out of his cabin
; when, to his

astonishment, he saw the vessel close in with the land, and just entering a

tremendous surf, which must necessarily dash her to pieces.
" All this was mystery to him; for when lie fell asleep he had left the

vessel making the very course he wished. He soon, however, suspected

(what in t'acf was the case) that his own people had conspired against him
v/ith the people in the sloop ; and had resolved to run the ship on ground
as soon as they could

;
but not expecting such a reception from the surf,

were now at their wits end, and seemed obedient to his orders. It was nn

time, however, to make conjectures selirpreservulion was the only idea

which now possessed them.
" The ship soon grounded, and great part of her stern was beaten in by

the waves. She fortunately, however, lay with her broadside to tlie shore ;

o that the water thus sheltered becnme somewhat more calm. This made
jt more easy tp get out their two boats, which held them all : Mr. Roger*
saw the whole crew safely out of the ship, before he jumped into the boat

himself; but just as he was putting off, he was struck with the cries of the

poor man who had lost his feet by the frost, and could of course make nt-

efl'ort to save himself. Mr. Rogers could not bear the thought of leaving

him behind, and getting into the ship again with extreme difficulty, carried

him down into the boat.

" The surf was very violent ;
and there seemed to be a vast expanse of

sea before them; but, to their astonishment, the boat presesently struck, and

what appeared to be sea, %*as in fact only a white sandy beach, glazed with

water. After walking about a mile, they joined their companions, who had

gone off in the first boat while Mr. Rogers was occupied in his benevolent

services to the lame man.
"

Having now got on firm ground, they found they had been wrecked

on a sandy island, wooded at onq end, and separated from the main by a

narrow channel. To the shelter of the wood they immediately betook

themselves.
" Mr. Rogers had no\y time for reflection. He had yet observed no act

disobedience in the crew; but he saw there had been a conspiracy
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among them, and upbraided them with it. They were only half-formed

villains, and confessed the truth. They protested, however, that they had
acted from no disrespect to him, but merely from self-preservation, as they
believed the vessel could not possibly live any longer at sea. He then told

them they had done enough to forfeit their lives to the laws of their

country ; but they tiad now an opportunity of retrieving their fault.
' Yon-

der,' said he (pointing to a ves.-el at a distance in the creek),
'

lies a

schooner of the enemy ; join with me in taking possession of her, and I will

give you my honour that what is past shall never appear against you.

Finding, however, that this proposal made no impression, and fearing lest

every moment they might seize him, though they still expressed a kind of

respect, he did not care to exasperate them, by pushing the matter farther.

His next wish, therefore, was to destroy the vessel they had just left,

especially six swivels, which might have been of use to the enemy. But he

was well assured, if he made his proposal in that form, it would answer no

end. He advised them, therefore, to accompany him on board the ship, to

get some necessaries out of her, especially provisions, of which they were in

great want. Hunger pressed them, and they consented : twice they

attempted to get on board in the large boat; but the surf filled her, and

they were obliged to desist. A third time attempting it in the smaller

boat, which was built of cedar, and very light, they effected their

purpose.
" Mr. Rogers' first business was to throw the swivels into the sea ;

his

next, to set the ship on fire; but every thing was drenched in water, and he

could find nothing that would burn. While he was rummaging below for

some combustible materials (always more intent on his business than on his

interest or his safety), the villains took the opportunity of deserting him,

having gotten what provisions they wanted. \Vhen he came on deck he

found himself left alone in the ship, and saw that now their boat had nearly

reached the shore.
"

Still, however, determined to do all the mischief to the ship he could,

he seized an axe, and cut the rigging and sails to pieces, and what other

damage might single-handed be done: and then running along the bow-

sprit, which now lay nearest the coast, he threw himself into the sea, and

was presently washed on shore, though half suffocated with sand and surf.

He then sat down a few moments to recover his breath, and let the water

drain from, his clothes, the weight of which he could hardly support.

When he arose, he taw a party of men landing on the island, about a miie

from him. As he concluded they were in quest of him, he thought it pru-

dent to provide as well as he could for his safety; but he found it was with

dith'culty he could walk ; his legs were swelled, and his strength exhausted

with the fatigue he had undergone. He made his way, however, towards

the wood, where he thought he might at least for the present be con-

cealed.

" On his entrance, he was fortunate enough to meet two men; to whom
he tnicl a piteous tale; which, with 'he deplorable figure he made, excited

their compassion, and they promised to carry iiim to their dwelling, ajjost

7
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five miles ofT, partly by land, and partly by water : it was difficult to say
which mode of conveyance was worse. It was torment to walk

;
and sitting

in an open boat two hours had benumbed him so much, that when he was

taken out of it, lie was not able even to stand. With the help of two

negroes, the men carried him to their houses, where refreshment was given
him

; his feet chafed and buthed
;
and a bed prepared for him between two

men, with a hope that animal heat would restore him.
" His thoughts, before he fell asleep, were employed in planning his

escape, before he should be discovered. In the morninir, therefore, he

proposed, when he hoped he should be recruited, to steal into the woods,
where it was probable he might find some runaway negrne, who would

carry him to Chesapeak bay, which could not be far off, and there he might
be sure to find some British cruiser. With these pleasing thoughts, and the

glow of a returning circulation, communicated by the warmth of his two

friends, he fell into a profound sleep.
" (But his repose was short: in less than half an hour he was roused by

& party of men, rushing into his room, and ordering him with the most

abusive language, immediately to get up and go along with them. He
begged them to have compassion on him : he shewed them his legs, how
unable he was to walk, and desired they would leave him at present under

a guard, where he was. If he could not walk, they told him, they would

teach him the use of his legs, by pushing him on with their bayonets. Their

inhumanity roused his spirit: he could not help smiling contemptuously
upon then), and resolved to ask no further favour, but to brave his lot with

fortitude, whatever it might be. Having walked, however, or rather stag-

gered, three hours, through a country deep in mud, he felt himself in a high
fever

;
and his conductors, merciless as they were, finding his poor sworn,

feet could carry him no farther, left him at a small public house on the

road. Here, in a fortnight, through the vigour of an excellent constitution,

he recovered ; he was then carried farther into the country, lodged in a

prison, and treated with new severity. His room had not the least appear-
ance of a bed, or furniture of any kind : there he was left almost two days
without food

;
and on the third received only a slender pittance of raw

salted pork, with a little Indian meal
;
nor did this severity relax during his

confinement.
"

It is difficult to conceive how such savage cruelty as this young man

experienced could exist in a Christian country ;
but the rae ot civil war

was then just breaking out in all its ferocity ; very atrocious actions had

been committed on both sides ;
of which, no doubt, both sides were after-

wards greatly ashamed. But no cartel had then been established, nor any
mode of reciprocal lenity to prisoners had taken place. Mr. Rogers, too,.

it may be supposed, had unhappily fallen in with some of the violent of his

enemies, who thought the greater severity they shewed to a prisoner, the

greater attachment they discovered to liberty. Their severity ai->o was

probably more incited towards him, by the accounts they had received of
1

his activity in destroying one of their s!iip>,
" While Mr. Rogers was meditating, one day, on his hard situation, and.
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looking through the gate of his prison, he observed an elderly gentlemarf

walking past, <vho observed him, he thought, with an eye of compassion,
He saw him again, and still thought he observed the same humanity marked
in his countenance. On the strength of this observation, he got a messape

conveyed to him, intimating his distressed condition, and expressing reaC

gratitude, if he would supply him with a little food, of which he was

greatly in want. This message not only produced a plentiful supply of

provisions while he continued in prison, but a bed also, and other necessaries*

A servant, too, was sent to wash his shirt, which he found a very great
relief.

" Mr. Rogers had now continued in prison about five weeks, during
which time, he had by some means procured an old razor, which he

notched, and with infinite caution and difficulty had cut through the bars

of the window, intending to make his escape, when an order came for hist

removal to Northampton, about fifty miles farther in the country. Before

the guard marched him off, he was permitted to call upon his old friend, to

whom he offered to make some return for what he had received
; for though

he had been so sex'erely treated, he had never been rifled, and had in his

pocket a few dollars. His friend, however (whose name I do not find men-

tioned), was hurt at the idea of a compensation; and bidding him put his

dollars in his pocket for a better occasion, they parted, with tears of grati-

tude on one side, and the kindest wishes on the other. The old gentleman
who was so kind was a quaker; the compassion and subsequent kindnesses

he received from others of the same persuasion* fixed in Captain Rogers'

mind a high veneration for the whole sect.

"After marching seventeen miles, the three companies, of which the

party consisted, halted to take refreshment ; and when they had finished

their'repast, invited him to pick their fragments. The pill, he says, was

rather too bitter; so he marched five miles farther, and at night was

allowed to purchase a roast fowl. Their route was continued the next day,

sixteen miles to Bridge Town ; and on the following day they reached

Northampton.
Here the commanding officer, thinking he had been very ill used, treated

him with great humanity; and allowed him, on his parole, the liberty of

walking five miles round the town, which was a most agreeable indul-

gence, both in itself, and as it gave him the means of vbiting several

loyalists in those parts, who shewed him great kindness.
** His happiness, however, lasted not long. In a few weeks, on the 9th

of May, he was ordered to Wiiliamsburg; and was carried across Chesa-

peak bay in a whale-boat, looking in vain around him for some English ten-

der to intercept them.
" At Wiiliamsburg his confinement was more horrid than it had ever

been : he was thrown into a vile jail, among criminals of all denominations.

As he was meditating with horror the scene around him, a feeble voice,

which he thought he knew, inquired who he was, and from whence he

came. On mentioning his name, an old acquaintance, Mr. Goodrich, a

royalist, of New York, with all the expedition that a heavy clmiu would
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mirflfer, came up to him-, who, with another old acquaintance, Mr. Blair.

Lad been confined some months in that noisome place. The company of

his friends, and the solace of recounting their several adventures to each

other, alleviated in some degree the distresses of their situation, which

were very great. The vault of the prison was full, and began to overflow:

the weather became intolerably hot, the air-hole was small, their food only
bullocks' lights and water; they were covered with vermin

; an inveterate

itch broke out among them, and the jail fever began to appear. For the

safety of the town, it was now thought proper to pay a little more attention

to the jail. The vault was cleaned, and the floor kept washed with vinegar,

and strewed with wild mint, which had the desired effect, and checked the

contagion. In the mean time, a flag of truce arrived, from which Mr,

Rogers got some money, and was enabled to buy a few clothes and other

necessaries.
" While he was in this loathsome confinement, his attention was called

off from his own sufferings, by his humanity to a still greater sufferer. A
poor boy was thrust into the prison, whom Mr. Rogers immediately knew.

His name was Badcock ; he belonged to Lymiugton, and sailed in the

Otter. The party into whose hands he had fallen had inhumanly made
Jiiiu walk above an hundred miles in a very short time. When he arrived

at the prison, he was quite exhausted, and a high fever immediately came

on. Mr. Rogers got him what refreshments lie could, if any thing could

come under that name which his miserable situation afforded. The poor

boy languished two days, and on the third he died.

" Mr. Rogers and his friends having been confined near two months in

this prison, were marched away under a guard, though they knew not to

what place they were destined. They began their march on the 14th of

July, 1770, and on that day proceeded 'sixteen miles, and on the next

thirty-five. As the weather was intensely hot, the roads dusty, and their

bodies debilitated through their long confinement, they found it utterly

impossible to walk farther. Indeed, their feet, which were ill provided for

such a march, were so much blistered, that they could hardly point them to

the ground. la this necessity they hired a waggon, which their pockets

could ill afford, and throwing two or three blankets over it like a lilt, con-

tinued their journey wi'h more ease.

"
Richmond, seated near rhe falls of James's river, was one of the last

places they passed which had any appearance of inhabitants. They then

entered a wild scene, which consisted chiefly of swamps and forests : here

and there the woods opened to some inconsiderable plantation. Through
this wild country they travelled five days, and arrived at Charlotte-villa

which they understood was to be the place of their destination. It was a

small village, consisting of about fifteen houses, 200 miles from Williams,

burg, situate under the blue mountains,- and surrounded by rocks and

precipices.
"

Ik-re, however, where they expected the roughest usage, they were

ireated with great humanity. They were entirely left to themselves, ou

3 F
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giving their parole, and were boarded altogether at a public house. Tlift

allowance they received was ten pence a day for each man
; which they

increased from their own pockets to twelve shillings a week, for,which they
had plenty of meat and bread

;
but the country furnished nothing to drink-

but water. For many of the necessaries of life the inhabitants indeed were

much distressed themselves, for salt particularly, which sold at twelve

pounds the bushel.
" At this place Mr. Rogers and his friends spent near eight months, from

July 24, 1776, to April 15, 1777. They had access to a few books, and

but a few : their chief happiness consisted in their own society, and their

chief employment was to ramble among the woods and mountains, and

gather wild fruits and sallads, with which t.iey would regale themselves

during the noontide heats, on the banks of some sheltered rivulet.

" While they were thus making their captivity sit as
liglttly as possible,

they received the joyful news, on the 15th of April, that a cartel had ben

agreed jn, and that they were to he sent to Philadelphia, about 300 miles

from Charlotte- villa, and there to be exchanged. The day before this happy

intelligence arrived, Mr. Goodrich had received a small cask of wine, a

barrel of oysters, and a basket of fruit; and thinking he could not spend it

better than on this joyful occasion, the whole was produced, and contri-

buted to make a day of great festivity.
" The next day ihey were drawn up in ranks, with a company of the 71st

regiment, Highlanders, who were likewise to be exchanged at Philadelphia,

The two bodies of men made a singular contrast : the Highlanders having

turned their coats, shaved their beards, and brushed themselves up, made a

smart appearance ;
while Mr. Rogers and his company, having been entirely

negligent of themselves, looked like a parcel of wild satyrs-just taken out of

the woods.
" But here a scene ensued, in which joy and grief were entirely reversed.

The poor captives, who had lately been oppressed with sorrow, being now

on the eve of deliverance, were all joy and exultation. On the other side,

the American regiment now just raised, which was ordered to conduct the

prisoners to Philadelphia., were surrounded by a mournful tribe of mothers,

wives, and sisters. The men far removed from the scene of action, and

little versed in the politics of the times, with melancholy and downcast eyes,

were dejected at being torn from their homes
;
while the women lamented

that their sons, husbands, and brothers should be sent away to a distant

tvfir, from whence they feared they never should return.

" In die midst of all this joy and distress, the drums heat, and the

cavalcade was ordered to march. In five days they reached Fredericks-

burgh, a large town near the falls of Rappahanoch, and about 90 miles from

Charlotte-villa: here they halted four s

days. In three clays more they

arrived sit Dumfries, where the whole American regiment were inoculated

for the small-pox, and the prisoners were confined three days in a corn

granary, while the operation was performing. P3cfore the regiment began

to sicken, they made two easy days march to Alexandria, where the whole

was to remain till the regiment recovered. Mr. Rogers, with his two
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friends, Mr. Goodrich and Mr; Blair, and six other persons, who were

brought with them from Charlotte-villa, were in the mean time impri-

soned.
" Here they learned the distressing news that some^obstacles had arisen

in the exchange of prisoners; and that no cartel had yet taken place. They
determined, therefore, to wait no longer in suspense, but to make some

attempt themselves to recover their liberty. While they were consulting oa
this arduous affair, a circumstance fell out which seemed to. promise them
access.

"

(To be continued.)

poetry.

The heart's remote recesses to explore,

And touch its springs, when Prose uvail'd no more. FALCONER.

ANNIVERSARY OF THE VICTORY OF TRAFALGAR,
OCTOBER 21.

VALOUR'S REQUIEM.

VTTTVVAS eve, and o'er the billowy deep
-**- The moon shed forth a silver light ;

Each ruder breeze was hush'd to sleep,

When ocean's minstrels rose to keep
The vigil of Trafalgar's fight.

Sad on the ear their hoarse notes swell,

Slow mingled with the murm'ring surge;

Fancy still heard the passing bell,

The gallant hero's funeral knell,

Sound 'mid the Tritons mournful dirge.

NELSON ! they sung, the victor brare I

His dazzling path by duty led;

How on the crimson-tinted wave,
He early press'd a conqueror's grave,

And slept among the mighty dead.

They sung of fam'd St. Vincent's shore,

Wlu:re memory lingers with a smile ;

His deeds where Egypt's billows roar,

Where glory led his daring prorc,

Arid hail'd him " Hero of the Nilol"
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How, waving in the whirl wind's blast,

Britannia's cross, with conscious pride
Flew on the Victory's bending mast,

"While, Trafalgar's achievement past,

They sung how NELSON conquering died.

This tribute o'er, by Neptune paid
To him whom valour loves to weep ;

To him who bow'd his laurel'd head,
Who low with kindred dust is laid,

Again the minstrels sought the deep.

Yet while amid yon azure way
Luna's pale orb her sphere retains,

Affection on this glorious day
Shall still with sacred duty pay
The requiem to his lov'd remains:

Britain shall mourn her gallant son,

Snatch'd from below by Heav'n's decree;

His race of matchless splendour run,

Crown'd with the wreaths of victories won,
And conqueror of the stormy sea.

Now peaceful slumb'ring 'mid the gloom
Death's narrow dreary confines raise;

In verdure still his laurels bloom,
Glories the darkling shades illume,

While guardian seraphs round his tomb,
Unite in choral hymns of praise.

October 21, 1808.. TRAFALGARIUS,

TO THE BRITISH CHANNEL.

BY EGBERT BLOOMFIELD.*

MOLL,
roll thy white waves, and, envelop'd in foam,

Pour thy tides round the echoing shore;

Thou guard of CM England my country, my home J

And my soul shall rejoice in the roar!

Though high-fronted valour may scowl at the foe,

And with eyes of defiance advance,
7Tis thou hast repell'd desolation and woe,
And the conquering legions of France.

* Author of "Tug FARMER'S B<n."
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'Tis good to exult in the strength of the land,

That the llow'r of her youth are in arms ;

That her light'ning is pointed, her jav'liii in hanJj
And ar us'd the rough spirit that warms;

But never may that day of horror he known,
When these hills and these valleys shall feel

The rush of the phalanx, by phalanx o'erthrown,
And the bound of the thundering wheel !

The dread chance of battle, its blood and its roar.

Who can wish in his senses to prove ;

To plant the foul fiend on Britannia's own shore.

All sacred to peace and to love ?

Hail glory of Albion ! ye fleets and ye hosts,
I breathe not the tones of dismay:

In valour unquestion'd, still cover your coasts,

But may Ileav'n keep the slaughter away !

Thou gem of the ocean, that smil'st in thy pow'r,

May thy sons prove too strong to be slaves !

Yet let them not scorn in the dark-fated hour

To exult in their rampart of waves.

The nations have trembled hare cower'd in the dti?t,

E'en the Alps heard the conqueror's song,

When the Genius of Gaul, with unquenchable thirst,

Push'd her eagles resistless along !

And still they advance, and the nations must bleed,

Then sing, O my country, for joy ;

The girdle of ocean, by Heav'n was decreed,

To protect what the sword would destroy.

^*^^f*

BALLAD.
I.

WOULD yon hear a sad story of woe,

That tears from a stone might provoke;

'Tis concerning a tar you must know,
As honest as e'er biscuit broke :

Jlis name was BEN BLOCK, of all men

The most true, the most kind, the most brave,

But harsh treated by fortune, for BEX

In his prime found a watery grave.
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II.

His place no one ever knew more ;

His heart was all kindness and lore ;

Though on duty an eagle he'd soar,

His nature had most of the dove :

He lov'd a fair maiden nam'd KATE,
His father, to int'rest a slave,

Sent him far from his love, where hard fate

Plung'd him deep in a watery grave.

III.

A curse on all slanderous tongues!
A false friend his mild nature abus-'d,

And sweet KATE of the vilest of wrongs,
To poison BEN'S pleasure, accus'd :

That she never had truly been kind,
That false were the tokens she gave,

That she scorn'd him, and wish'd he might find.

In the ocean a watery grave.

IV.

Too sure from this cankerous elf

The venom accomplish'd its end ;

BEN, all truth and honour himself,

Suspected no fraud in his friend.

On the yard, while suspended in air,

A loose to his sorrows he gave :

ft Take thy wish," he cried,
" false cruel fair !'

And plung'd in a watery grave.

CORRECT RELATION OF SHIPWRECKS.

No. XXXI.

Again the dismal prospect opens round,

The wreck, the shore, the dying, and the drown'd.

FALCONER.

LOSS OF THE IIALSEWELK EAST INDIAMAN.

THE
Halsewell East Indiaman, of 758 tons burthen, Richard

Pierce, Esq. commander, having been taken up by the Direc-

tors to make her third, voyage to Coast and Bay, fell down to



CORRECT RELATION OF SHIPWRECKS. 407

Oravescnd the 16th of November, 1785, and there completed her

l.iding. Haying taken the ladies and other passengers on board at

the Hope, she sailed through the Downs on Sunday, January the

1st, 1786, and the next morning, being abreast of Dunnose, it fell

calm.

The ship was one of the finest in the service, and supposed to be

in the most perfect condition for her voyage ;
and the commander,

a man of distinguished ability and exemplary character. His

officers possessed unquestioned knowledge in their profession ; the

crew, composed of the best seamen that could be collected, was as

numerous as the establishment admits. The vessel likewise con.

tained a considerable body of soldiers, destined to recruit the forces

of the Company in Asia.

The passengers were, Miss Eliza Pierce, and Miss Mary Anne

Pierce, daughters of the commander ;
Miss Anne Paul and Miss

Mary Paul, daughters of Mr- Paul, of Somersetshire, and relations

of Captain Pierce
;
Miss Elizabeth Blackburne, daughter of Cap-

tain Blackburne, likewise in the service of the East India Company ;

Miss Mary Haggard, sister to an officer on the Madras establish-

ment; Miss Ann Mansell, a native of Madras, but of European

parents, who had received her education in England ;
and John

George Schutz, Esq. returning to Asia, -where he had long resided,
to eollect a part of his fortune which he had left behind.

On Monday, the 2d of January, at three P.M. a breeze springing

tip from the south, they ran in shore to land the pilot; the weather

coming on very thick in the evening, and the wind battling, at nine

they were obliged to anchor in eighteen fathoms water. They
furled their top-sails, but were unable to furl their courses, the

snow falling thick, and freezing as it fell.

Tuesday, the 3d, at four A.M. a violent gale came on from

E.MT.E. and the ship driving, they were obliged to cut their cables

and run out to sea. At noon they spoke with a brig bound to1

Dublin, and having put their pilot on board her, bore down
channel immediately. At eight in the evening, tho wind freshening,
and coming to the southward, they reefed such sails as were judged

necessary. At ten it blew a violent gale at south, and they Merc

obliged to carry a press of sail to keep the ship off the shore. In

this situation, the hawse-plugs, which, according to a recent im-

provement, were put inside, were washed in, and the hawse-bag*
washed away ; in consequence of which they shipped a great

quantity of water on the gun-deck. Upon sounding the wc-Il,

they found that the vessel had sprung a leak, and had five feet
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vater in her hold; they clued up the main-top-sail, hauled up the

main-sail, and immediately endeavoured to furl both, but failed in

the attempt* All the pumps were set to M'ork on the discovery of

the leak.

Wednesday the 4th, at two A. M. they endeavoured to wear the

ship, but without success. The mizen-mast was instantly cut away,
and a second attempt made to wear, which succeeded no better

than the former. The ship having now seven feet water in her hold,

und the leak gaining fast on the pumps, it was thought expedient,

for the preservation of the ship, which appeared to be in immediate

danger of foundering, to cut away the main mast : in its fall, Jo-

Bathan Moreton, cockswain, and four men, were tarried overboard

by the wreck, and drowned. By eight o'clock, the wreck was

cleared, and the ship got before the wind. In this position she was

kept about two hours, during which the pumps reduced the water

ki the hold two feet*

At ten in the morning, the wind abated considerably, and the

ship labouring extremely, rolled the foretop-mast over on the lar-

board side, which, in the fall, tore the foresail to pieces. Atcleven t

the wind came to the westward, and the weather clearing up, the

Berry Head was distinguishable, at the distance of four or five

leagues. Having erected a jury main-mast, and set a top-gallant-

tail, for a main-sail, they bore up for Portsmouth, and employed
the remainder of the day in getting up a jury mizen-mast.

On Thursday, the th, at two in the morning, the wind came

to the southward, blew fresh, and the weather was very thick. At

noon, Portland was seen bearing north-and-by-east, distant two

er three leagues. At eight at night, it blew a strong gale at south ;

the Portland lights were seen bearing north-west, distant four or

live leagues, when they wore ship, and get her head to the west-

ward. Finding they lost ground on that tack, they wore her again,

and kept stretching to the eastward, in the hope of weathering

Peverel-point, in which case they intended to anchor in Studland-

Lay. At eleven, they saw St. Alban's-hcad, a mile and a half to

the leeward; upon which they took in sail immediately, and Jet go
the small bower anchor, which brought up the ship at a whole

table, and she rode for about an hour, but then drove. They now

let go (he fchect anchor, and veered away a whole cable j the ship>

jode about two hours longer, when she drove again.

In this situation, the captain Sv-nt for Mr. Henry Mcriton, the

chief officer, and asked his opinion concerning the probability of

paving their lives. lie replied, with equal candour and caltnncis,
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that lie apprehended (here was very little hope, as they were them

driving fast on the shore, and might expect every moment to strike.

It was agreed that the boats could not then be of any use, but it

was proposed, that the officers should be confidentially requested,

in case opportunity presented itself of making them serviceable, to

reserve the long boat for the ladies and themselves; and this pre-

caution was accordingly taken.

About two in the morning of Friday, the 6th, the ship still

driving, and approaching :he shore very fast, the same' officer again
went into the cuddy, where the captain then was. Captain Pierce

expressed extreme anxiety for the preservation of his beloved

daughters, and earnestly asked Mr. Meriton if he could devise any
means of saving them. The latter expressed his fears that it would

be impossible ; adding, that their only chance would be to wait for

morning ; upon which the captain lifted up his hands in silent dis-

tress.

At this moment the ship struck with such violence as to dash the

heads of those who were standing in the cuddy against the deck,

above them, and the fatal blow was accompanied by a shriek of

horror which burst at the same instant from every quarter of the

ship.

The seamen, many of whom had been remarkably inattentive

and remiss in their duty, during great part of the storm, and had

actually skulked in their hammocks, leaving the exertions of the

pump, and the other labours required by their situation, to the

officers, roused to a sense of their danger, now poured upon the

deck, to which the utmost endeavours of their officers could not

keep them while their assistance might have been useful. But it

Mas now too late; the ship continued to beat upon the rocks, and
soon bulged, falling with her broadside towards the shore. NVhea

the ship struck, several of the men caught hold of the ensign- staff,

under the apprehension of her going to pieces immediately.
At this critical juncture, Mr. Meriton offered his unhappy com-,

panions the best advice that could possibly be given. He recom-

tneridcd that they should all repair to that side of the
sl-.ip which

Jay lowest on the rocks, and take the opportunities thai might then

present themselves of escaping Mngly to <hc shore. Uethen returned

to the round-house, where all (he passengers and most of tho offi-

cers were assembled. The latter were employed in affording con-

solation to the unfortunate ladies, and, with unparalleled magnani-

mity, suffering their compassion for the amiable companions of

their misfortunes to overcome the sense of their owa danger, aud

/as*. Cfcron, Sid, XX. 3 a
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the dread ef almost inevitable destruction. At this moment, what

must have been the feelings of a father of such a lather as Captain
Pierce!

The ship had struck on the rocks near Seaconrbr, on the island

of Purbeck, between PevenJ-point and St. Alban's Head. On this

part of the shore, the cliff is of immense height, and rises almost

perpendicularly. Jn this particular spot, the clii! is excavated at <h

base, presenting a cavern ten or twelve yards in depth, and equal

in breadth to the length of a large ship. The sides of the cavern are

*o nearly upright as to be extremely diilieult ot' access, and the-

bottom of it is strewed with sharp and uneven rocks, \vhich vappear
to have been rent from above by soaie convulsion of nature. It was-

at the mouth of this cavern that the unfortunate vessel lay stretched-

almost from side to side, presenti g her broadside to the horrid

chasm. But, at the time the ship struck, it was too dark to dis-

cover the extent of their danger and the extreme horror of their

situation. \

The number In the round-house was now increased to nearly

fifty, by the admission of three black women aud two soldiers*

v/ives, with the husband of one of the latter, though the sailors,

ivho had demanded entrance, to get a light, had been opposed and

kept out by the officers. Captain Pierce wo.a seated on a chair or

some other movcable, between his two daughters, whom he pressed

alternately to his affectionate bosom. The rest of the melancholy

assembly were seated on the deck, which was strewed with musitaf

instruments, and the wreck of furniture, boxes, and packages.
Here Mr. Meriton, after having lighted several wax candles, and

all theglass lanterns he eould find, likewise took his seat, intending
to wait the day-light, in the lu>pe that it would atford him an op-

portunity of effecting his own escape, and .also of remleriivg assist-

ance to the partners of his danger. But observing that the ladies

appeared parched and exhausted, he fetched a basket of oranges
from soma part of the round-house, with which he prevailed on

some of them t refresh themselves.

On his return, he conceived a considerable alteration in the ap-

pearance of the ship. The sides were visibly giving way, the deck

seemed to heare; and he discovered other evident symptoms that

she could not hold together much longer. Attempting to go far-

ward to look out, he instantly perceived that the ship had separated
in the middle, and that the fore part had changed its position, and

lay rather farther out towards the sea. In this emergency, he de-

termined to seize tiie present moment, as the next might have bcea
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<:T.r.gccl with his fate, and to follow the example of the crew and

the, soldiers, who were having the ship in numbers, and making

their way to a shore, with the horrors oi' which they were yet un-

acquainted.

To favour their escape, an attempt had been made to lay tire

ensign. staff Irom the ship's side to the rocks, but without success,

for it snapped to pieces before it reached them. By the light of a

lantern, however, Mr. Meriton discovered a spar, which ap-

peared to be laid from the ship's side to the rocks, and upon which

he determined to attempt his escape. He accordingly lay down,

upo'n it, and thrust himself forward, but soon found that the spar

had no communication with the rock. He reached the end, and

then slipped o!F, receiving a violent contusion in his fall. Before he

could recover his legs, he was washed off by the surge, in which he

supported himself by .swimming, till the returning wave dashed him

against the back of the cavern. Here he laid hold of a small pro-

jection of the rock, but was so benumbed, that he was on the point

of quitting it, when a seaman, who had already gained a footing,

extended his hand, and assisted him, till he could secure himself on

a little shelf of the rock, from which he climbed still higher, till h

ivas out of Hie reach of the surf.

Mr. Rogers, the third mate, remained with the captain and the

ladies nearly twenty minutes after Mr. Meriton had left the ship.

The latter had not long quitted the round-house, before the captain

inquired what was become of him ;
when Mr. Rogers replied,

that he had gone upon deck to see what could be done. A heavy

gea soon afterwards broke over the ship, upon which the ladies ex-

pressed great concern at the apprehension of his loss. Mr. Rogers

proposed to go and call him, but this they opposed, fearful lest he

might share the same fate.

The sea now broke in at the fore part of the ship, and reached

as far ns the main-must. Captain Pierce and Mr. Rogers then weift

together with a lamp, to the stern gallery, where, after tiewin*

(he rocks, the captain asked Mr. Rogers if he thought there was

any possibility of saving the girls: he replied, he feared not; for

fhe) could discover nothing but the black surface of the perpen-

dicular rock, and not the cavern which atforded shelter to those

who had escaped. They then returned to the round-house, Tvhcn*

Captain Pierce again seated himself between his two daughters,

struggling to suppress the parental tear which then started info, his

The sea continuing to break ia very fast,
Mr. Rogera, Mr.
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Schuter, and Mr. Manors, a midshipman, with a view to attempt
their escape, made their way to the poop. They ha<3 scarcely-
reached it, when a heavy sea broke over the TVreck, the round,
house gave way, and they heard the ladies shriek at intervals, as if

the water had reached them ; the noise of the sea at other times

drowning their voices.

Mr. I3ri:ner had followed Mr. Rogers to the poop, where, on
the coming of the fatal sca % they jointly seized a hen-coop, and the

same wave which overwhelmed those who were below in destruc-

tion, carried him and his companions to the rock, on which they
were dashed with great violence, and miserably bruised.

On this rock were twenty-seven men
; but it was low-water, and

being convinced, th?t, upon the flowing of the tide, they must all

be washed off, many endeavoured to get to the back or sides of the

cavern, beyond the reach of the returning sea. Excepting Mr.

Rogers and Mr. Brinitr scarcely more than six succeeded in this

attempt. Of the remainder, some experienced the fate they sought

to avoid, and others peris,
1 -A in endeavouring to get into the cavern.

Mr. Rogers and Mr. Brimer, however, having reached the cavern,

climbed up the rock, on the narrow shelves of which they fixed

themselves. The former got so near to his friend Mr. Mcriton,

as to exchange congratulations with him
; but between the^e

gentlemen there were about twenty men, none of whom could

stir but at the most imminent hazard of his life. When Mr.

Rogers reached this station, his strength was so nearly exhausted,

that had the struggle continued a few minutes longer, he must

inevitably ha > perished.

They soon t'ound, that though many, who had reached the

rocks below had perished in attempting to ascend, yet that a

consider" 'jle number of the crew, seamen, soldiers, and some of

the inferior officers, were in the same situation with themselves.

What that situation was they had still to learn ; they had es-

caped immediate death, but the wore yet to encounter a thou-

sand hardsKps for the precarious chance of escape. Some part

of the ship was still discernible ; and they cheered themselves in,

this dreary situation, i
! h the hope that it would hold together

till day-break. Amidst their own misfortunes, the sufferings of,

the females' filled their minds with the acutest anguish. Every

returning sea increased their apprehensions for the saftv of their

amiable, and helpless companions.

But, alas ! too soon were these apprehensions realized : a few

Emmies after Mr. R.ogers had gained the rock, 9, general



KAVAL HISTORY OF THE FRESF.NT YEAR, 1808. 413

in which the voice of female distress was lamentably distinguish-

able, announced the dre. <'ful catastrophe ! lu a few moment*,
-all was hushed, except the warring winds and the dashing waves.

The wreck was whelmed in (he bosom of the deep, and not an

atom of it was ever discovered. Thus perished the Halsewell,

and with her, worth, honour, skill, beauty, and accomplish,

meats.

This stroke was a dreadful aggravation of woe to the trem-

bling and scarcely half-saved wretches, who were clinging about

the sides of the horrid cavern. They felt for themselves, but

they wept for wives, parents, fathers, brothers, sislers j perhaps

lovers all cut off from their dearest fondest hopes.

Their feelings were not less agonized by the subsequent events

of that ill-fated iiight. Many who had gained the precarious

stations on the rocks, exhausted with fatigue, weakened by
bruises, and benumbed with cold, quitted their holds, and fall,

ing headLong, either upon the rocks bulow, or into the surf,

perished beneath the feet of their wretched associates, and by
their dying groans and loud exclamations, awakened territic ap-

prehensions of a similar fate in the survivors.

At length, after three hours of the keenest misery, the day
broke on them ; but far from bringing with it the expected

relief, it served only to discover to them all the horrors of their

situation. They were convinced that, had the country been

alarmed by the guns of distress which they continued to fire several

hours before the ship struck, but which, from the violence of the

storm, were unheard, they could neither be observed by the peo.

pie above, as they were completely ingulfed in the cavern, amj.

overhung by the cliff; nor was any part of the wreck remaining to

indicate their probable place of refuge. Below, no boat could live

to reach them out, r;ul had it been possible to acquaint those w 10

were willing to ass. t th^m with their exact situation, they were at

p loss to conceive how any ropes could be conveyed into the cavern

to facilitate their escape.

('4'o be conduct J in our next.)

NAVAL HISTORY OF THE PRESENT YEAR, 18Q8.

(October November. )

RETROSPECTIVK AND MISCELLANEOUS.

TTHHE whole attention of the public is directed fo the operations of th

Spaniards, and the cu-operatiun of our naval and military force.

pm of our finest regiments of cavalry have embarked for the coutiueut^
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The Corsican tyrant has so often boasted with success, that he ha not

been wanting on this occasion, as a glance at his speech to the Legislative

Assembly will declare.

His recent ficrs to this country are said to have been of a very general
nature :

" He is animated with a desire to put an end to the calamities of

war, and therefore his miiiisten for foreign jiffairs has it in command
from him, to propose, if his Britannic majesty is animated by the same

desire, that plenipotentiaries shall he jointly appointed to open a nego-
tiation for a maritime peace :" these are said to have been the contents

of the late letters from M. Champagny to Mr. Canning. To thirit has

been answered, as is reported, that " his Britannic majesty has always
had the desire of putting an end to the calamities of w ar ; hut that as he

can only negociale in concert with his allies, he will immediately impart
the late overture to the King of Sweden, the Prince Regent of Portugal,
and the central and supreme junta in Spain, governing in the name of

Ferdinand VII.

A proposition so insidious could not, consistently with the honour and

interests of the country, and the dignity of the government, be otherwise

treated than they have been by his majesty's ministers. Whenever the

tyrant of the continent projects any new scheme of mischief, he inva-

riably endeavours to palliate it by proposing a negociation on terms

which he knows to he inadmissible. The ideas with which he connects

peace areas opposite as light and darkness. He has tried artiiice, he has

employed force to enslave a great people ; he has hitherto failed in

both, and now he applies to their ally. He calls upon us for peace, hut

insists upon Spain being left at his mercy. He wants to gain by treaty
what he Ins ki vain attempted to obtain by fore?. Has he forgotten his

ov,n public avo\val, through his minister, that the possession of the Spa-
nish ports by th? new dynasty is necessary, to enable him " to chastiuu

the insolence, ar.d humble the pride of the tyrant of the seas r"

The ritrojhiction of such a person as Count liomauzow into the con-

ferences would at once dairp expectation and dissolve hope. When the

Emperor Alexander, after the treaty of Tilsit, slill wished to liger with

Jbnd adherence to the pledges \\uich he had given to bis allies, and to the

honourable tenor of his first engagements, it was this Count Romanzow
who wras selected by Buonaparte to displace ]iu:!berg and ?olfikoff, tu

deliver up his master to the tyrant who has since enslaved him : and
from *V moment of his appointment, the negotiations between this

country and Russia, which might at least, in other hands, have termi-

nated in neutrality, declined, most involuntarily on our part, into those

. hostilities which have since continued.

Nor was the conduct of Count Romanzow, upon this occasion, that of

an enlightened minister, unfavourably disposed, from honourable mo-

tives, towards this country. His conferences were marked by duplicity,

and hi.s assurances bore indubitable proofs of falsehood.

Sir R. Kcals continued, in the beginning of November, in the Bells with

the Edgar, Dsninswick, and several smaller vessels, and greatly embarrasses

the cornrnuj'icatioa between Zeahrni and tbecontinent. One of the ships
of
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war taken by him at N'yburg is reported to have been retaken by Uie

prisoners, anil to have reached a port in Jutland. A ptin-Ir..af, No. 10,

carrying a lonj and a short 24-potmder, broke adrift iVora one of our

brigs, nod was taken possession of by a parly of Danes, headed by a

Caplain. SchoeoheUler.

Antoui* Mordella y Spotorno of Carthagena, in his admirable mani-

fcsto (o Europe, which was noticed in our last llctrospcct, declares it as

Li* opinion,
" That the impious and destructive family of .\apolcon are

already on the eve of extermination : wavering and irresolute, he

knows not how to act! he writhes under the torture of vexation." la

addition to which, it may brc observed, that one passage in the address

of Foutanes, from the Legislative liody, was very striking, and seemed

to shew, that in the opinion even of Frenchmen the tyrauL had reached

Ins acme. The passage, which was as follows, must doubtless have made
a strong impression upon all courtiers. You depart, said the orator,

fnd I know not what J'cur, inspired ly lure, and tarpcrtd by Au/'< , hus dix-

tbrbe il our hearts.

Joseph, it is said, is to be King of Prussia, if Buonaparte finds that he

cannot completely triumph iu ^paiu.
inlt'r 29.

For several days, a report had prevailed, that General Blake's division

ef the Spanish army has been totally defeated and dispersed by the

French with great loss. Intelligence, however, of a directly contrary
nature, reached town, just before this sheet was ready tor the press.

The Mediator, Captain Blaney, which sailed from Santano on the 16th

of November, Ins brought accounts, of which the following is the sul.-

staucc: At'midnight, on the 12th, a general and Babguinary engagement
took place at Reynosa, in which the Trench were defeated, with the Jos*

cf betweeu seven and eight thousand men. The loss of the Spaniards was

comparatively trifling; but the Count de llomana, brother to the Marquis,
and J)on Antonio de Arcot, another oiiictr of high rank, are said to have

been killed.

A few hours prior to the action, the Marq is dc TTomana joined Ge-

neral Blake, with a reinforcement of 15.<>C9 men, which gave a total totb

Spanish army of 35,(00, while that of the French amounted to only 95,000,

Implicit credit is not given to these statements; but, so far, proba-

bility is certair.ly in their favour. It is added, also, that about thi

same time that General Bbke achieved this victory at Reynos:i, a division

ct' Spanish troops, under the command of (Jei.crai (Jailuzo, together wiih

the English and Portuguese army, arrived before Dur^us from k,tran:a-

dura, and wen: attacked by the enemy, whom they defeated wi;h yreat

loss; and thivt sul/.-cquent to thcb-e action?, a still more decibive battle too*

place, which terminated in the total discomfiture of tiie em:my.
The account of the last ojentioncd butt'e- is given in t;^j vagne man-

ner to entitle it > much credit ; ai>d respecting thftt whic'i is said to h:i\

teen ibuirbt bmbre Dnrgos, it is m;t Ltlicved that the English and Pui-

tuguese armies could be, at the time stated, within seveial days ujart!) i;t"

that place. Should the first report be confirmed, tlie ndvamagc v-'ul bs

fuuad extreraely importaut,



on

Copied verbatim from the Loxoox

AttftKALTY-CFFICE, NOtriilBER. 5, 1808.

Copy nfei Letterfrwn Lieutenant Robert Forbes, commanding his Majestyf
bun Brig, the Exertian, to Vice-admiral Wells, (Jontnuinder-tn-v'hieJ at

SHeerness, dated vff Heligoland, the 24fA October^ Ib08.

SIR,

T HAVE the honour td inform you, that on my fretarn from Heligoland,
in pursuance of your orders, on the '20th instant, that island bearing

E. N. distant twenty-three leagues, 1 was so fortunate as to fait in with

the Jena Trench cutter privateer, of 14 guns, (ten mounted) two, four, anJ

eight pounders, and twenty-nine men,- just on the point of taking the l>rig

Perseverance, of Bannouth, from London, with a cargo of \LTV consider-'

able Value. Having deceived the privateer by displaying the Danis.li ling,

I was luckily sutfert d to approach him, near enough to render fruitless hi
tubscquent endeavours to escape; and I consider myself the more happy
;> his capture, from his being destined to cruise in the track of Heligoland",
where he was likely, after the hard gales, to have done great mischief to

the trade of his majesty's subjects. I beg to add, that I have thought it;

my duty to convoy the English merchant vessel safe to this place, it being
the port of her destination.

Tne Jona was fitted out at Amsterdam, and sailed the preceding day.
tout had not taken any tiling.

1 bare the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) IIOBT. FORBES.

NOVEMBER 8.

Cflpy of a tjtttttr frotn Captain Joseph Pa krpood, commander vf ft is Jila-

jfsty' Sivop the Ckilders, to Vice-admiral V^han, Commander-in-chief
'at Leith, dated at sea, October 19, Jo08.

sift, .

I be^ leave to state to you, that, cruising in the execution of your or-

ders, this morning* at half past eight A. M. Kimiaini's head bearing 8. VV.

by W. fifteen leagues, v.a gave chase to two sail in the >i. N. VV. ;
and a

liltle after ten recaptured the sloop Lord Nelson, in ballast,- belonging tc-

Leith, that had been captured early this morning by a privateer, which, it

appeared, was the other vessel in company.
Having taken possession of this vessel, wo renewed the chase after the

privateer, which we also captured at half past eleven A. M. and rlmad her

to be the Danish sloop Frernskcrnsten, of four 4-pounders, two swivc-'*,

and twenty-one men, from Stavanger, rn Norway, which place she left on

ihe 15th instant. She had been on this coast two da}>, and the only capture
slit Lad initde was the above sloop.

I have rhe honour to be, &c.

(Signed) J. PACKWOOD.

Copynfy. Letter from detain Smith, of ?tis Mfijesty's Ship the. Hri!lianft

la &ur admiral Sir Edmund NaL'fe, fVw.v.vu/u/w-.vj-c/uc/' uL 6'uer/<.j/,

dated in Tot buy, tht '-'-Int October, IGOd.

sni,
1 have the honofur to in fora you, that, on the 00th instant, his majesty's

loop 1'bcarant, and ?i\:i<iv. ich Uigj.tr bein^ in con:pa iy, a revenue cutir
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(the Active) was discovered in chase of a French privateer, which we suc-

r. urded in capturing in his majesty's ship under my command. She proves
to be the Pointe du Jour lugger, of three guns and thirty men, belonging
to Roscow, and has cruised successfully against our trade.

I have the honour to be, &c.
THOMAS SMYTH.

Vice-admiral Sir James Saumarez has transmitted to the Honourable
William Wellesley Pole a letter he had received from Lieutenant Thomas
Wells, acting commander of his majesty's sloop the Cruiser, dated oft" the

Winga, the 1st inst. giving an account of his having, op that day, fallen

in with a Danish flotilla, of about twenty armed cutters, luggers, gun-ves-
sels, and row-boats; and of his having captured one of them, a schuit-rig-

ged privateer, often 4-pounders and 32 men ;
the remainder having made

their escape by running under the island of Lresoe.

NOVEMBER 12.

Copy of a Tetter from Captain Baker of his Majesty's Ship Tartar, to

I 'ice-admiral Paihon, Commander-in-chief at Leith) dated off the Nuzc
of Norway, November S, 1808.

SIR,

I have the Honour to acquaint you, that, at two P.M. of this date, being
then twelve leagues N. by W. off Rovenbergen, with the convoy under

my orders, a sloop was observed from the mast head in the N. N< Ei hav-

ing the appearance of a privateer, to which I gave chase, and at half

past five captured her. She proved to be the Danish privateer Naargske
Gutten, f seven guns (six and four-pounders) and thirty-six men, quite

new, one day from Christiansand, and had not made any capture.
I have the honour to be, &c.

J. BAKER, Captain.

NOVEMBER 19.

Copy ofa Letter from Admiral Young, Commander-in-chief of his Majesty's

Ships and Vessels at Plymouth, to the Hon. W. W. Pole, dated on board

the Salvador del Mundo, in Ilamoaze, the 15th instant.

sin,
I have the honour to enclose, for their lordships' information, the copy of

a letter from Captain Seymour, of his majesty's ship Amethyst, to Admiral
Lord Gambier, giving an account of his having captured In Thetis French

frigate, after a long and severe action ;
and I have the pleasure to inform

their lordships, that la Thetis arrived this morning, towed in by the

Shannon.
I also transmit a list of the killed and wounded on board the Amethyst.

I have the honour to be, &c.
WM. YOUNG.

MY LORD, Amethyst, flumoaze, Nov. 15, 1808.

I have the most sincere pleasure in acquainting you, that his majesty's

ship the Amethyst, under my command, captured, the 10th instant at

night, the French frigate la Thetis, of 44 euns, and a crew of 330 men,
who had served years together, and 106 soldiers, from POrient for Matv

tinique. Being close to the N. W. Point of Groa, she was seen a quarter
before seven P.M. and immediately chased ;

and a close action began
before ten o'clock, which continued with fit tic intermission till about

twenty minutes alter midnight. Having fallen on board for a short time,

Jfiteto. er&ton, CtoI.XX. 3 n
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after ten, arid from a quarter past eleven, when she intentionally laid us
on board till she surrendered (about an hour), she lay fast alongside, the

fluke of our best bower anchor having entered her foremost main-deck port,
and she was, after great slaughter, boarded and taken possession of, and
some prisoners received from her, before we disengaged the ships. Shortly
after a ship of war was seen closing fast under a press of sail, which proved
to be the Triumph, which immediately gave us the most effectual assistance

that the anxious and feeling mind of such an officer as Sir Thomas Hardy
could suggest. At half past one the Shannon joined, received prisoners

from, and took la Thetis in tow. She if wholly dismasted, dreadfully

shattered, and had her commander (Pinsun, capitaine de vaisseau) and
one hundred and thirty-five men, killed

;
one hundred and two wounded,

amongst whom are all her officers except three. Amethyst has lost nineteen

killed and fifty-one wounded ; amongst the former is Lieutenant Bernard

Kindall, a most promising young officer, of the royal marines, who suffered

greatly ; and that invaluable officer, Lieutenant rS. J. Payne, dangerously
wounded; the nmen-mast shot away, and the ship much damaged and

leaky. No language can convey an adequate idea of the cool and deter-

mined bravery shown by every officer and man of this ship; and their

truly noble behaviour has laid me under the greatest Obligation. The
assistance I received from my gallant friend the first lieutenant, Mr. Guil-

dard Blennerhasset, an officer of great merit and ability, is beyond all

encomium. Lieutenants Hill and Crouch, and Mr. Fair the master (whose
admirable exertions, particularly at the close of the action, when the eneisiy
was on fire, the boarders employed, and the ship had suddenly made two
feet water, surmounted all difficulties), are happily preserved to add h;>tre

to his majesty's service. In justice to Monsieur Dedc, the surviving coin,-

rnander of la Thetis, I must observe, he acted with singular firmness, and
was the only Frenchman on the quarter-deck when we boarded her.

I have the honour to be, &c.
MICHAEL SEYMOUR.

Admiral Lord Gambler, fyc.

N.B. Dimensions of la Thetis Length, 162 feet; breadth, 41 feet, 6

inches; 28 eighteen-pounders (24 pounds English), on the main-deck
; 15

thirty-six-pounders (42 pounds English) on the quarter-deck ; 4 eight-

pounders on the forecastle. 1000 barrels of flour en board, beside known
stores. Enclosed is a return of killed and wounded.

A List of Seamen and Marines hilled and wounded on board his Majesty's

Ship Amethyst, Nov. 10, 1808.

Killed.

SEAMEN. Peter Mills, captain of the forecastle ; John Scofield, quarter-

master; Michael Bryan, quarter-gunner ; Robert Scott, able seaman; James

Elliott, ditto ; Colin Taylor, ditto ; Matthew Jorden, ditto
;
Charles Gor-

don, ordinary seaman ;
Thomas Patterson, ditto; Thomas Smith, landinan.

Mortally zcounded.

Mr. Richard Gibbings, master's-mate.

Dangerously zcounded.

Robert Leverick, quarter-master; Ezekiel Pilkington, quarter-master's
fnate ; Andrew M'lienry, quarter-gunner; John Purchase, sail-maker;
John Parrott, able sealiian ; Martin Couch, ditto; Alexander Davidson,

ordinary seaman
; Mag. Slater, ditto ; Richard Chappie, ditto ; John

Pearse, ditto ; John Foley, boy of the 3d
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Severely wounded.

Mr. L. Miles, midshipman ;
John Sparrow, quarter-master ; Jamrs

Campbell, quarter-gunner; Jos. Man free, ordinary seaman; Charles Slutt,

ditto; John Cheyne, ditto; John Forsytb, landman; John Dove, ditto ;

Christ. Landerbaugh, ditto; Peter M'Cassell, ditto.

Slightly wounded.

Mr. Leonard Taylor, botu-.wain ; Mr. Gilson, captain's clerk; William

Dobson, quarter-master ; James Wade, captain of the after-guard ; John

White, carpenter's crew ; John Locke, able seaman ; Anthony Johnn, ditio;

James Gould, ditto; Annis Adc, ditto; William Bruce, ditto; William

Anderson, ditto; John Walker, ordinary seaman; Michael Caley, land-

nmn; Peter Murray, ditto; Keyce Morell, ditto; Michael M'Donaugh,
supernumerary boy.

Killed.

MARINES. Mr. IkrnarH Kimlnli, second lieutenant; John Mail, corpo-
ral

; Gourde I.ittlejohn, private ; Richard Ward, ditto ; Joshua Clayton,

ditto; Robert Payne, ditto; William Townson, d.tto; Jacob Harrison,

ditto; Richard Dalling, ditto.

Dangerously wounded.

Mr. Samuel John Payne, first lieutenant; James Jenkins, private; Henry
Williams, ditto; Garrett Kelch, ditto; Isaac Smith, ditto; John \Yells,

ditto; Richard Prynce, ditto.

Slightly woun(U>l.

Samuel Packwood, serjeant; William Pever, private; William Crook,
ditto; William Hall, ditto; James Harrison, ditto; John Wlmtley, ditto.

MICHAEL SEYMOUR.

NoTcmler. 19, I BOS.

Copy ofa Letterjroat Admiral Montagu, Coimmnider-in-c/iitf of his Majes-
/..'.s Ships and }\s^ls at Portsmouth) to the Hon. JV. W. Pole, dated t fie

Iti'h In's'unt.

SIR,
1 have the pleasure to transmiHiero" itb, for the information of the lords

commissioners of the Admiralty, a letter from Captain Chambers, of his

majesty's -loop Port Million, -tat in;: his tr.ivinp;, in company with the Linnet

brie, captured the French lu^'jcr privateer, General Paris, and that the Lin-
net was then in chase of her consort.

I have the honour to be, &c.
G. MONTAGU.

His Mttjf.stys Shop Port Mahoii,
SIR, at Sen, jYor. 18, 1808.

This morning at day-Iiht, to the southward of the (Avers, two
were discovered on our weather-bow ; fortunately his majesty's bris; Ij
uas to windward. Ore of (hem, after attempting to cross the bows and
stern of this sloop, and being prevent, d by the vigilance of the commander
of the Linnet from jiettin^ to windward, .struck, when under the musketry
of both vessels. She is called the General Paris, commanded bv T. Sauville,

l)e!oiiin;j; to Calais, but left Havre yesterday. She lias only three guns oa
board, and thirty-eight men.

I have the hooour to be, &c.

SAMUEL CHAMBERS.
Cn-ore tfonfafU, Esq. Admiral of (fn- White,

Cwumandc! -in-chief, ^'c. Portsmouth.
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Copy of a Letterfrom Vice-admiral the Right Hon. Lord Collinguood, Com.'

mander-in-chiefof his Majesty's Ships and Vessels in the Mediterranean,
to the Hon. W. W. Pole, dated on board the Ocean, o/Toulon^ the 20th of
September, 1808.

SIR,

Enclosed I transmit to you a letter from Captain Hollinworth, I have

received from Captain Campbell of the Unite, stating his having captured
the Italian schooner the Ortenzia, of ten guns and fifty-six men, which I beg

you will be pleased to
r lay before my lords commissioners pf ths

Admiralty.
I have the honour to be, &c.

'~

COLLINGWOOD.

His Jtfajesttfs Sloop Minstrel, offFiume,

SIR,

'

20th July, 1808.

I have to acquaint you, that, on the morning of the 16th instant, being off

Veruda, it blowing a strong gale from the E.N.E. I observed a man of war

schooner come to anchor off Paul's, for which I immediately made sail, and

anchored close to her; in doing which she fired all her guns at us that would

fcear, and run on shore on one of the Bryone islands, where all her crew

deserted her. She proved to be the Italian schooner Ortenzia, commanded

l>y Lieutenant Stalimini (lieutenant de fregate), pierced for sixteen guns,

but carrying only two long twenty-four-pounders, six long nine-pounders, and

two three-pounder swivels, and fifty-six men; is a very fast sailing vessel,

built at Venice, copper-bottomed, "nearly new, and I am of opinion would

be very useful in his majesty's service.

I have the honour to be, &c.
J. HOLLINWORTH.

To. P. Campbell, Esq. Captain ofhis Majesty's Ship Unite.

Qopy ofanother Letter from Vice-admiral Lord Collingzcood to the Hon. W.
W. Pole, dated on board the Ocean, off Toulon, October 2, 1808.

SIR,
I enclose, to be laid before the lords commissioners of the Admiralty,

the copy of a letter addressed to Rear-admiral Sir Alexander Ball, from

Captain Walpole, commander of his majesty's sloop the Pilot, giving an
account of his having captured the French privateer la Princes>se Paulina,

pf three long twelve pounders and ninety men, off Gergente, on the 18th of

August last, by boarding; in which service Lieutenant Flinn, a very active

and zealous officer, and seven men were wounded.
I have the honour to be, &c.

COLLINGWOOD.

His Majesty's Ship Pilot, La Valetle

SIR, Harbour, August 19, 1808.

I have to inform you, that proceeding in the execution of your orders,

yesterday morning at day-light, being off Gergente, Wind N.W. we dis-

povered a chebeck to leeward, and chased her until ten o'clock, when she

hauled her wind offshore, and hoisted French colours. She made a resist-

ance totally unexpected. I found it necessary to board her, and she was
carried in a few minutes. It is with, grief I relate, that in performing this

service, my lirst Lieutenant 1 linn, a most excellent and brave officer, was

severely wounded, togetlier with five seamen and two marines.

Mr. James Cappon, gunner, and Denis Ileby, armourer, were alqo

youmled by one of our guns going off by accident whilein chase.

The chebeck proved to be la Princesse Paulina French privateer, armed

frith three long carriage-guns twelve pounders., ami a large proportion of
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small arms, manned with ninety men (six of whom were killed and twenty-
four wounded), and thirty days from Genoa. I lad made no capture.

I have the honour to be, &c.
W. WALPOLE.

To Rear-admiral Sir A. Ball, Malta.

26, 1808.

Vice-admiral Campbell, commander in-chief in the Down*-, has trans*

mitted to the Honourable V'illiam Wello-U-y Pole a It-tier from Captain
Baker, ot'his majesty's sloop Kangaroo, to Commodore Owen, of which the

following is a copy:
Kangaroo, Wu later roads,

sin, Nov. '21, 1808.

I have pleasure in acquainting you, for the information of the comman-
der-in-chief, that his majesty's sloop under my command Captured, last

night, at eleven o'clock, after two hours chase, ten or twelve miles S.E. of

Dungcness, the French lugger p'-ivatecr rEgayant, (a perfect new vessel,)
of fourteen guns and thirty-one men

; yesterday morning from Calais, on her

first cruise, and had taken one foreign galliot in ballast.

I have the honour to be, &c.
Commodore Owen, &;c. J. BAKER.

Admiralty-Office, Ocluler 27, 1808.

My lords commissioners of the Admiralty having ordered his majesty'*

ship Proselyte to be stationed off the Island of Anholt, to carry a
floating

light for the safety of the convoys p:]isin<: or rfim^iii.:, and the said ship
being directed to take her bearings as follows, viz. the light-house on the
island to he brought to bear X.W. by X. by compass, in sixteen or seventeen
fathoms water, the outer end of the Knolun or Anholt reef will then bear
N.E. bv X. by compass, distant five miles; notice tiiereof is hereby givcu,
for the information of the masters and pilots of hi* majesty's ships, and
for the benefit of navigation m general.

W. \V. POIX.

November 9, 1808.

My lords commissioners of the Admiralty having ordered his ma jetty's
bomb-vessel Fury to be stationed off the Scaw, to carry a floatiHg liiiht ibr

the safety of the convoys passing or rcpassing, and the said vessel being
directed to take her bearings as follows, viz. the Scaw light-house to be

brought to bear \V.X.\V. l>y compass, six miles, when the outer end of the
reef will bear N.W. by N. by compass, distant three miles

; notice thereof is

hereby given, for the information of the masters and pilots of his majesty's

ships, and for the benefit of navigation in general.
Notice is hereby also given, that my lords commissioners of the Admiralty

have received information, that the enemy have shewn false lights on the

coast of Jutland, with a view of deceiving the vessels navigating the Sleeve.

\V. W. POLE.

>romotion0 ant) appointments*

His majesty has been graciously pleased to direct an augmentation of

honour to the family arms and crest of the late Captain Hardinge, in con-

sequence of his gallantry, and of his glorious deaii ,
off Ceylon, on the 8th

of March last. Vide p. 145, 156, and 257 of this volume.

Rear-admiral D'Auvergne, Prince of Bouillon, is appointed commander-
in-chief on die Guernsey and Jersey stations, vice Sir Edmund 2s"aglcj Bart.
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Rear-admiral Sir Edmund Nagle, Bart, is appointed to succeed Admiral

Vashon, as commander-in-chief on the Leith station.

Captain J. L. Manley is appointed to command the Badger, at Chatham ;

Captain Matthew Foster to the Majestic; the Hon. Captain Duncan, son
of the late Lord Duncan, to the Mercury frigate ; Captain Kent to the

Agincourt; Captain Abdy to the Doterel sloop; Captain Fellows to the

Conqueror, vice Pellew
; Captain Thomas Briggs, of the Theseus, to the

Clorinde, at Plymouth; Captain Sturt, of the Skylark, to the Termagant,
at Chatham; Captain James Hillyar to the St. George; Captain Thomas
Burton to the Wild-boar; Captain Thomas Boys to the Zealous; Captain
Graham Eden Hammond to the Valiant; Captain Samuel Pym to the Sirius;

Captain Richard Spear to the Chanticleer.

Colonel Theophilus Lewis, of the Portsmouth division of royal marines,
is appointed second commandant of the Chatham division, vice Colonel

Byrne.

Colonel Byrne, second commandant of the 1st or Chatham division of

royal marines, is appointed to command the 4th or Woolwich division, vice

Colonel Fletcher, dismissed by sentence of a court-martiai.

Major James Campbell, of the Chatham division, is appointed to be lieu-

tenant-colonel at Portsmouth.

Captain Henry R. Furzer is appointed to be a major and field-officer of
the Chatham division of royal marines, vice Campbell.

Lieutenant John M' Leod is appointed to be a captain ; and 2d Lieute-

nant John Fenueh to be a first lieutenant of the said corps.

Lieutenants appointed.

Lieutenant John Smith (G) to the Princess Carolina; William Franklin

to the Helicon; Joseph Magin to the Apelles; Charles Daniel Castle to

the Defence; M'chael Matthews to do; William Buckle to the Lconidas;
Frederick Houghton to the Triton; Lieutenant G. Warcup to the Bustard ;

John Smith (8) to the Mercurius; James Robertson to the Alexandria;
Charles Anthony to the Ligaera; John Wyborn to the Sirius; John Max-
field to the Alfred; John Cameron (3) to the Leviathan ; Francis M'Lean
to the Agincourt; Thomas P. J. Parry to the Naiad; Thomas Smith (1) to

the Agincourt; William Trewryn to the Onyx ; Henry Harriett to the Alfred ;

James Noyce to the Thetis; John Norton (2) to the Hero ;
John Maples

(2) to the Elizabeth; Cornelius Lascelles to the Cygnet; William Page to

the Lark; Paul S. Lawrence to the Zealous; Joseph A. Blake to ditto.

A list of midshipmen passed for lieutenants on the first Wednesday in the

present month: Charles Richard Philips, Robert Dunn, Henry Rice,
Samuel Wheeler, John Archer, F. E.G. M'Kenzie, Richard Hctherington,
^William Somerville, Thomas John Nott, H. D. Parrot, $amuel W. Fuller.

Surgeons appointed.

John Sparks is appointed to the Venerable; Thomas Bishop to the De-

merary; James Smith to the Lucifer bomb; William Boyd to thellercule;

John Richardson to the Blossom; George Potts to the Dolphin; Isaac Nott

to the Tweed; David Lewis to the Helicon; Patrick Johnson to the Badger;
Daniel Lane to the Winchelsca; David Jones to the Orion

; John Enright

totheSirms; A. B. Grenville to the Cordelia; William Halpenry to the

Pegase hospital-ship; William Henderson to the Beagle; William Boyd (1)

to the Majestic; Thomas Robertson to the Norge; William Boyd (1) to the

Repulse, Herculc paid off; Thomas Reynolds to the Thames
; Ralph Eden

to the Victory ; Valentine Dake to the Gorgon hospital-ship ; James Reid

(2J to the Nightingale; John Gray to the Ringdove; Willi;;ir, Duvis t-j f'i<?
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Dotterel; Abraham Illingworth to the Hope; Gabriel Duller to the Gan-

nett; Richard Lewis to the Goldfinch
j John Jackson to the Hindostan ;

William Hatuiay to theClorinde; James Julius Ingcn to the Phipps; Alex-

liiidcr Cockburue to the Wild-boar; John Francis Legge to the Pert.

Assistant Surgeons appointed.

Mr. Alexander Crigan is appointed hospital-mate at the naval hospital at

Paington ;
Mr. Robert Semple to the Tigre; Mr. Joseph M'Lead to the Ar-

dent; Mr. John Walking to be hospital-mate at Haslar hospital; Mr. VVm.
M'Innes to the Villc de Paris; Mr. John Jones to the Elizabeth ; William

Kennedy to the Iris; John Way to the Blake; Thomas Sevestre to the Con-

fiance; Nathaniel Wilson to the Gloire; David Thompson to the Cornelia;
William M. Vaughan to the Centaur; William T. Carter to ditto; Alexan-

der Annandale to the Conqueror; J. L. Simpson to the Forward gun-brig;
James Hall to the Repulse.

BIRTHS.

On the 23d of August last, the wife of Captain Patterson, of the roya
navy, of a son.

On the 12th of November, at Church-hill, Haslemere, the lady of Captain
John Dick, of the royal navy, of a daughter.

Lately, the lady of Captain T. Brown, of the royal navy, of a daughter.

At Portsmouth, the lady of Captain Buckle, of the royal navy, or' a sou.

MARRIAGES.
At St. George's, Hanover-square, by the Rev. Mr. Hodgson, Sir George

Bowyer, Bart, to Miss Douglas, eldest daughter of the late Sir Audrew Snape
Douglas, of the royal navy.

Lieutenant Casey, of the royal navy, to Miss Honora M'Carthy.

On the 22d of October, Captain J. Impey, of the royal navy, son of Sir

Elijah Impey, of Newick- park, Kent, to Miss Cazal, of Exeter. The cere-

mony was performed at Gretna Green. The young lady is a ward in Chan-

cery, amiable and highly accomplished, and will possess a handsome for-

tune when of age.

DEATHS.
At Southampton, on the 12th of November, in good old age and honour,

Captain Prescott, a much respected naval officer, aged 95. He was the
oldest commander in the service, having been made in the year 1761.

Lately, at Copenhagen, Admiral Chapman, celebrated on the continent
for his ability in naval architecture.

Lately, at Gloucester, Sir Charles Saxton, Bart, who was thirteen years
commissioner of the dock-yard at Portsmouth. He is succeeded in Ins title

and estate by his only son, now Sir Cl.arles Saxton, one of the secretaries

to the lord lieutenant of Ireland. The late Sir -Charles has left onu daugh-
ter, the wife of Captain Oliver, of the royal navy.

On the 8th of November, at Stdtno*th-bouse, Hampshire, the seat of her
brother Sir Robert Kingsniill, Bart- Miu Kiogsmili, youngest daughter of
the late Edward Kingfinill, Esq. o;' Belfast, aud niece to the late Admiral
Sk Robert Ivingsm'ill, Bart.
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On the 31st of October, at Bath, sincerely regretted by her friends, MfS,

Mann, wife of Robert Mann, Esq. admiral of the white.

At Thoresby-park, Nottinghamshire, on the 8th of November, Albert AI-

denburgh Bentinck; and on the I7th, Jolm Alden'ourgh Bentinck, his twin

trother, infant sons of Rear-admiral Bentinck.

On the 20th of November, was drowned, in coming on shore from Spit-

head, Lieutenant Richard Tooley, of the royal navy, agent for transports.
He has left a disconsolate wife to lament his untimely fate.

Mr. R. Gibbings, one of the mnster's-mates on board the Amethyst frigate,
who was wounded in the late action with the Thetis French frigate,* died ac

Plymouth on the 22d of November.

Lately, in Manchester-street, Mrs. C. Dalrymplc, eldest sister of the late

Admiral Dalrymple.

Of a fever, in Holland, Mr. Thomas Biggs, of the royal navy, son of
Abraham Biggs, Esq. of Waterford.

At Plymouth, Mr. T. Troughton, one of the oldest masters in the royal

navy. . .

On the 20th of November, at Broadstairs, Isle of Thanet, Anthony Cal-

vert, Esq. in the 70th year of his age. lie had been nearly 30 years one of

the elder brethren of the Trinity House.

On the 9th of November, at his seat at Fareham, near Gospoit, Captain
.John Loring, of the royal navy, senior captain of the district of sea fencibles

from Emsworth to Calshot. All the ditVerent situations of husband, parent,
commander, and acquaintance, this truly good man filled in such a manner
as to prove him a most worthy member of society, and to make his loss most

severely felt. He had for sonic: time (in consequence of his unremitting ex-

ertions when employed at St. Domingo, as commodore of a squadron, in the

Bellerophon) laboured under a very weak state of health, on account of

which he got removed from the command of the Salvador del Mundo to the

sea fencibles in the above district. After a most severe bilious attack, a ge-
neral dropsy ensued, which proved mortal, said, in the prime of life, snatched

from society one of its niost worthy members, and left a widow and children

to bewail the loss of the. most tender and affectionate husband and parent,
and the naval service one of its mast zealous, brave, and humane officers. H
was made post in 1791.

Some time since, at Lisbon, of a complaint in the bowels, Lieutenant

Bunton, of his majesty's ship Audacious, a young and meritorious officer,

who promised fair to lie an ornament to the service, and a credit to all his

relations and acquaintance, who suffer the severest anguish for their irre-

parable loss.

Some time since, nt Muthuriah, in the East Indies, Lieutenant Lodge
Francis Morres, of his majesty's 22(1 regiment of foot, brother of Lieute-

nant Edward Morres, of the royal navy, nephew of the Right Hon. Lord

Frankfort, of the kingdom of Ireland, and cousin to Lord Viscount Mount-

morres, Sir William and Sir John Morres, Barts. In this truly amiable

yonng man was centered every requisite to form the brave and humane

officer, the perfect gentleman, and tiie agreable, social, and unassuming ac-

quaintance. At the early age o.* about 22 years, this distinguished member
of society was taken from this world, by a violent fever. His loss will long be

lamented by his regiment and his acquaintance, and most poignantly by his

noble family, ou whom he has reflected the highest honour.

* Vide page 417 of this v lumc.
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OF THE LATE

SIR CHARLES SAXTON, BART.
COMMISSIONER OF THE KAVY AT PORTSMOUTH.

" "Nurtnr'H in youth upon tlie wat'ry plain,

He brav'ii the thousand perils of the main,

And gain'd at length a title justly due.
" ANOX.

IIR CHARLES SAXTON was the descendant of a Berkshire

i'atnily. Edward Saxton, his father, was a London merchant ;

and his mother was the daughter of Thomas Bush, Esq. of Bur-

cott, in Oxfordshire. lie was the youngest of seven children, and

was born in the year 1732.

He is believed to have been originally intended for the navy ; he

entered the service in 1745. Previously to the year 1760, he

received an appointment, as lieutenant, from Admiral Watson)

on the East India station ; and after his return to England, ha

held the same rank on board the Modeste, in the early part of the

year just mentioned, and was first lieutenant in the action with

Conflans, 1759. On the llth of October, 1760, he was promoted

to the rank of commander ; and in 1761, according to Charnock,
" he commanded the Fubbs yacht, ordered to the continent, for

the conveyance to England of her present majesty and her suite."

In the list of the squadron which was employed upon that occasion,

we, however, find only o:ic yacht (the Royal Charlotte) men-

tioned, and she was commanded by Captain, afterwards Admiral

Sir Peter, Denis. His other services, as commander, are wholly

unrecorded.

On the 2Sth of January, 1762, Captain Saxton was made post,

and appointed to the Magnanime, under Commodore Lord Vis-

count Howe. Towards the middle of the summer, his lordship

removed into the Princess Amelia, as captain to his Royal Highness

the Duke of York, thon rear-admiral of the blue ;* but Captain

Saxton continued in the Monmouth during the remainder of the

* Vide NAVAL CHUONJCLE, Vol. I. page 14.

. Clof, XXL. 3 i
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war, serving in the small Channel squadron which was under ttrft

orders of Sir Edward Hawke. and the Duke of York.*
At the peace of 1763, the Monniouth was put out of com-

mission, and Captain Saxton was appointed to the Pearl, of 40

guns, and ordered on the Newfoundland station. In 1764 he was
one of the officers who were sent by Commodore Sir Hugh
Palliser, into the gulf of St. Lawrence, to reconnoitre the French
force there, and to examine what infringements they were making
on the late treaty of peace. t

* Hawke's recent defeat of the Murquis de Conflans had, at this period,
rendered a large naval force on the home station unnecessary. Fu/eNAVAi,

CHROSICLE, Vol. VII. page 46%, et seq.

+ A curious anecdote is connected with this proceeding. In 1762 Sir

Hugh Palliser had been despatched, with three ships of the line and a frigate,

to retake the town of St. John, in the island of Newfoundland; but on his

arrival, he found thatLord Colville and Colonel Amhersthad anticipated his

intended service. After the peace, Sir Hugh was again sent to Newfound-

land, as governor, and with orders to protect the British fishery on that

coast against the encroachments of the French. Sir Hugh had the Guern-

sey, a 50 gun-ship, bearing his broad pendant, and several frigates, under

him. On the coast, he met with a French commodore, who, with a similar

force, was pretending to regulate the fisheries of that nation, but in fact,

was increasing them. He pretended also to be authorised to settle such

disputes as might occur with the English. Sir Hugh Palliser, however

warned the French commodore to quit the coast
; informing him that the

sovereignty of the island belonged to Great Britain, and that he would not

suffer any foreign authority to interfere with his government. In conse-

quence of this and other spirited exertions, the French ambassador in Lon-

don presented several memorials against Sir Hugh; and amongst other con-

temptible artifices, insisted that Cape Ray was Point Rich, thus introducing
a new claim to the fishery all along the western coast of Newfoundland.

In support of this, the French government, with the low finesse of' a com-

mon swindler, alleged that the English chart mis-named those places, and

that their names had been transposed for the purpose of narrowing the

limits of the French fishery. Their ambassador produced a French chart

which had been sent to him, in which those places were named agreeably

to the claim which they contended for. Sir Hugh Palliser, however, sooti

repelled this attempt, by shewing that all the English charts had been ex-

tant before the time of making Point Kich a boundary. He happened to

liave a French chart in his possession, which was an impression from the

same plate as that which the French ambassador had produced. Point

Rich and Cape Ray were there placed the same as in the English charts ;

and Sir liugli Palliset completely lixcd the fraud of altering the plate, ani

5
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Captain Saxton remained in the Pearl (ill the year 17G6 ; from

which period, till 1770, when he was appointed to the Phoenix,

of 44 guns, he docs m>t appear to have held any command. He

quitted the Phoenix in 1771, as soon as the dispute with the Spa-

nish court, relating to the Falkland islands, was
iu":j listed, and was

appointed to the Flora frigate.

In the year 1778, some time after the commencement of hos-

tilitU-s with France, he was appointed to the Wirjchelsea fn. ,

in which he sailed to the West Indies, September, 177.H.

Captain Saxton continued to serve in the Channel fleet till the

end of the year 1780, when he was ordered to the West Indies, io,

the Invincible, under the command of Sir Samuel, afterwards Lord,

Jlood, who went thither with a squadrou to re-en force Si.' Geo.ge

Rodney.* Soon after his arrival on that station, he is supposed to

have been attacked by illness ; as, in the skirmish which took place

with the Count de Grassc, on the 19th of April, 1781, H- the late Sir

Richard Bickerton, then commander of the Swallow sloop of war,

acted as captain of the Invincible, per order.
|' However, in the

month of August following, having resumed his command, he

accompanied Sir Samuel Hood to North America, and was

placed in the line as one of his seconds. He continued in the same

station, after the return of the fleet to the West Indies, and was

present at the encounter with De Grasse, off St. Christopher's, in

January, 1782; but in consequence of the attack of the enemy

having been directed principally against the roar-division, the

Invincible sustained very little injury, two only of her crew being

wounilcd.il

transposing those names, with the French government, for the purpose of

supporting its encroachments. It is said, that the French ambassador him-

self appeared to be ashamed of this transaction.

* Vide NAVAL CHRONICLE, Vol. II. p. 7.

t Ibid. p. 8.

$ A biographical memoir of the present Sir Richard Bickerton, accom-

panied by a portrait, is jziven in the Xllltli volume of the NAVAL CHRONI-

CLE, page 337, ct saj. to which is prefixed a brief sketch of the professional
services of the late baronet, here alluded to.

Vide Vol. [I. p. 12.

jj
The particulars of this engagement are given in our memoir of Lord

Hood, Vol. II. p. 14.
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Soon after this affair, the Invincible was ordered to Jamaica to

refit ;
a circumstance which unfortunately prevented Captain Saxton

from participating in the memorable defeat of the Count dc Grasse,

on the succeeding 12th of April.*

In the course of the summer, Admiral Pigot arrived at Port

Royal, from England, to succeed Sir George Rodney in the com-

mand of the fleet ; and Captain Saxton proceeded with him to

New York. While on that station, he was detached, with some

other officers, under the command of Sir Samuel Hood, to cruise

off Boston; a service which prevented him from returning to the

West Indies, until some time after the commander-in -chief, f

Peace having taken place at the commencement of the year

1783, Captain Saxton returned to England early in the summer.

The Invincible was then dismantled and paid off; and her com-

mander, weT believe, never held any other appointment, in this

branch of service.

At the time of the armament in 1787, when a rupture with

France was apprehended, Captain Saxton was one of the officers

who were appointed to superintend the impress service, and to

correct the abuses which were committed in that department, in

the port of London. The expectations of war, however, vanished ;

and he soon afterwards retired from the military service of the

navy.

In the year 1790 he was appointed commissioner of the dock-

yard at Portsmouth ;
and on the 26th of July, 1794, he was

advanced to the rank of a baronet of Great Britain. ;

Sir Charles Saxton enjoyed an exalted reputation for ability, for

an attentive diligence to the duties of his office, and for an unim-

peachable integrity of conduct. He continued to officiate as re...

sident naval commissioner, at Portsmouth, till the autumn of

1806, when he retired from public life.

* Vide NAVAL CHKONICLE, Vol. I. p. 389, et seq.

\ It was on the 5th of September that Admiral Pigot nrrived at New
York, with 26 sail of the line; on the 24{h of October he sailed thence

with 11 sail ;
and on the 21st of November he reached New York, where

in a few days, he was joined by Rear admiral Sir Richard Hughes, with

eight sail of the line, from England.

J Described, in his patent, as of Circouvt, in Berkshire, where he had ^
seat.
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In the month of November, in the present year, Sir Charles

closed a long and well-spent Vfe, at Gloucester ; leaving behind

Iiiai a name, which will be long mentioned with respect.

HERALDIC PARTICULARS.

Clement Saxton, of Abingdon, Berkshire, gent, who died about

the year 1736, married Joan Justice, by whom he had a son, Ed-

ward Saxton, of White Friars, London, merchant ; who married

Elizabeth, daughter of Thomas Bush, of Burcott, in Oxfordshire,

by whom he had seven child/en : Clement, lieutenant-colonel of

the Berkshire militia ; Elizabeth, wife of Thomas Prince, of

Abingdon, Berks, by whom she had two children, Thomas and

Elizabeth ; Edward, died unmarried ; John, died unmarried, at

Valence, in Franee ; Mary, wife of John Brome, of Town.

Mailing^ in Kent, by whom she had two sons, Edward and

Charles
; Maria, who died without issue; and Charles, the subject

of the present memoir.

Sir Charles Saxton married, July 11, 1771, Mary, the only

daughter of Jonathan Bush, Esq. of Burcott, by whom he had

seven children : Charles, his successor, the present baronet, and.

one of the secretaries to the lord-lieutenant of Ireland, born Octo-

ber 2, 1773 ; John, captain of dragoons ; Clement ; Hannah, died

young ; Anne, died young ; Mary, the wife of Captain Robert

Dudley Oliver, of the royal navy ; and Sophia, died young.
ARMS. Per bend, argent and or, on a bend engrailed, sable,

between two wings elevated, gules, a plain bend countercharged,
of the field, charged with three garlands of red roses, leaved,

vert.

CREST. On a mount, vert, a hind's head erased, sable, gorged
with a ducal coronet, or, between two wings, per ftss, wary,

gules and or.

The following is a fac-similc of the late Sir Charles Saxton'*

hand writing:
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ADDENDA
TO TUB

BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIR

OF

GEORGE NICHOLAS HARDINGE, ESQ.
LATE CAPTAIN OF THE SAX FIORENZO.

E Editor, much flattered by the intelligence that his tm-

prompted hope was prophetic, and that liis majesty has con-

ferred a new armorial bearing upon the relations of the late Cap-
tain Hardinge, is happy to lay before his readers a copy of the

memorial which his majesty's warrant has recited, and \vhLh is

registered with it in the College of Arms.

This memorial is not only interesting, as a correct and faithful

picture of the naval services to which the honours conferred upon

them were justly due (though in the melancholy shape of a posthu-

mous recompcnce), but as a recorded statement of the ingenuous

and manly object in view on the part of the living.

It has been forwarded to us by one of the late Captain liar.

dinge's relations.

(.Copy.)

TO THE KING'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY.

The Memorial of'GEORGE HARDINGE, your Majesty's Justicefor the Counties

of~Glamorgan, Brecon, and Radnort

" MOST HUMBLY REPRESENTS TO YOUR MAJESTY,
" That he is the eldest paternal uncle of the late Captain George Nicho-

las Hardinge, commander of your majesty's frigate the San Fiorenzo, who

left no descendants.
" That the said George Nicholas Hardinge had the honour to serve on

board your majesty's ship Theseus, commanded by the late Captain Miller,

at the ever-memorable siege of Acre, and that he was in the ship very near

his captain when she blew up, and that lamented officer perished.
" That he afterwards commanded a gun-boat under Sir William Sidney

Smith, who was the gallant hero of the enterprise, and that he had the ho-

pour at this early period of his life to receive the public thanks of that high-

spirited officer.
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*' That soon after he had obtained the rank of lieutenant off the coast of

Egypt, he received a gold medal from t .e Grand Senior for his naval. ser-

vices off that coast, and in the siege above-mentioned
" That beinii appointed captain of your majesty's bomb the Terror, he

ignalized himself in the bombardment of Granville, under that accom-

plished and most able officer, Sir James Saumarcz, who, in the London

Gazette, of September, 1803, spoke of him in the following terms: ' The
various services in which Captain Ilardinge, of the Terror, has been em-

ployed, are sufficiently known. But I can venture to assert, that in no one

instance could he have displayed more zeal and gallantry than upon this

occasion.*
" That the said bomb having been disabled by these exertions, the said

Captain Ilardinge was, in 1804, appointed commander of the war brig or

loop Scorpion.
"

That, when commanding that sloop, he captured the Atalante, a Dutch

war-brig, off the Texel
; by the successful enterprise of boarding and of

cutting out that brig, himself at the head of the party ia the boats and the

first man who boarded her
; that he found her prepared for him, but making

his attack in the night, with sixty men, he captured her, ufier a desperate
conflict.

" That his naval commander-In-chief, Lord Keith, in his public letter to

the Board ofAdmiralty on that occasion, thus expresses himself:' Although
the brilliancy of this service can receive no additional lustre from any com-

mendation it is in my power to bestow, I obey the dictates of duty and of

inclination, in^ recommending the distinguished services of Captain Har-

dinge to the consideration of their lordships, who will not fail to observe

the delicacy with which Captain Hardinge abstains from any mention of

himself.'

"
That, for the service above-mentioned, the said Captain Hardinge was

immediately and expressly made post captain.
"
That, in 1805, lie wad appointed commander of the Salsette frigate, then

building at Bombay.
"
That, in his passage to that ship, he commanded the marines in the

attack and subsequent capture of the Cape, and ajrain had the honour to be

recorded in the Gazette with praise.
" That soon afterwards he was appointed commander of the San Fiorenzo,

on the East India station.

" That on the 6th of March last, at night, 1 c fUl in with the French fri-

gate la Piedmontaise, off your majesty's island of Ceylon ;
that he chased

and brought her to action; that she retreated, and was pursued by him,

till six in the morning, when the said captain brought her again to action,

aud that afier u. contest of au hour aud
tii'ty

minutes the enemy again

retreated.
" That as snon as your majesty's ship the San Fiorenzo could repair her

damages, and could again pursue the said frigate, she chased her again,

but could not bring her to action till the following dny, a: three o'clock ia

tbe afternoon.
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"That, in the course of the said third action, which terminated in th

capture of la Pitdmyntaise, the said Captain Hardinge was killed.

" Your memorialist represents to your majesty, that your ship the San

Piorenzo carried 38 guns, and mustered 186 men, including officer*.

" That la Piedmontaise carried 50 guns, long 18-pounders, and had or

board 666 men.
*' That the said Captain Hardinge, notwithstanding such an extreme dis*

parity of the force between the two ships, constantly pursued, as the enemy
on his part consf

antly retreated.

" That Captain Byng, of the Belliqueux, in his despatch to the Admiralty,
uses the following words respecting tins enterprise :

" 4 I think it inv duty to inform yon, that his majesty's ship Sati

Tiorenzo tiiis morning anchored off Columbo, having brought in la Pied-

montaise, &c. totally dismasted, w-hich she captured after an action re*

newed three successive days, and on the last of those days that excellent and

gallant officer, Captain Hardinge, fell.

" '

By all information, a more severe, and a more determined action has

not been fought in this war, nor one in which British valour has been shewn

more conspicuously. I hear the San Fiorenzo had 13 killed, and 2 J> wounded;
la Piedmontaise 50 killed, and 100 woutided.'

" That your majesty's governor of Ceylon, in general orders issued by
him on the capture of la Piedmontaise and the death of Captain Harding^,
thus expresses himself:

" * General Maitland feels it a duty which he owes to his king and h?s

country, to state, that the San Fiorenzo, after an action second to none in

the annals of British valour, and marked with a degree of perseverance
which has rarely occurred, has towed into the roads of Columbo the French

frigate la Piedmontaise. He feels it his duty to direct, tbatat four oYlock

to-morrow evening the flag-staff of this fort be hoisted half flag-staff high,

c. that minute guns be fired, &c. and that these^orders be read at the

head of the troops, and similar honours to the memory of Captain Hardinge
be paid in every fort of this island.*

" Your memorialist begs to observe, that upon all occasions, not one

cxcepted, in which Captain Hardinge _
was in contest with your majesty's

enemies, whilst in command, he has been recorded in the public despatches,

and in the London Gazette, with high praise.
" Your memorialist represents to your majesty, that he is the driest of

the surviving sons of your majesty's former servant, the lute Nicholas Har-

dinge, F.sq. grandfather of the said Captain Hardhige.
"
That, honoured as your memorialist, and as all of his family who near

the name of Hardinge feel themselves in the naval conduct and in the death

of the said Captain Hardinge, they are still anxious that his memory and

fame shall be for ever in the direct view of their male posterity, in order

fcliat all and each of them, with such an example before them, imy with

improved energy and zeal devote themselves to the service uf iticir king and

their country.
" Your memorialist therefore prays,
" That }uur majesty will be graciously pleased to confer upon the male
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descendants of the said Nicholas Hardinge, an honourahle augmentation to

their armorial bearings, \vliich may commemorate for ever the conduct and

glory of the said Captain George Nicholas Hardinge.
" And your majesty's memorialist shall, &c.

Having reeitcd this memorialj the King proceeds in the follow-

ing words :

" And WE, taking into our royal consideration the zeal, courage, and

perseverance of the said Captain George Nicholas Hardinge, manifested by
him on divers occasions in our service, but especially on tho?e above-

mentioned, are desirous of testifying the sense we entertain of the same, in

our compliance with the prayer of the memorial.
*' Know ye therefore, that we, of our princely grace and special favour,

give and grant unto the male descendants of the said Nicnolas Hardinge,
who bear tlie name of Hardinge, our royal license and permission, that they

may bear for ever hereafter, to the armorial ensigns of their family, the

honourable augmentations following, that is to say, To the arms of Hardinge,

being
' on a cheveron fimbriated three escallops,' a chief wavy, thereon a

dismasted French frigate, with her colours struck, towed by an English

frigate ;
and for an additional crest to that of Hardii.ge, being

' a mitre

charged with a cheveron, as in the arms/ the following a hand couped,

grasping the sword of a naval and British officer, erect, surmounting a

Dutch and French flag in sal tire, on the former incribed *
Alalanta,' on the

latter
'

Piednumtaisey its blade passing through a wreath of laurel near the

point, and a little below another of cypress, with this m cto
' Posierd

luudes recens,' as in the painting hereunto annexedj provide
" Given at our court at St. James's, this 26th day of November, 1803,

in the forty-ninth year of our reign.
"
By his majesty's command,

A sovereign like this deserves the heroes who have graced his

throne, and have devoted their lives to the maintenance of his

rights ; he is their parent and their friend.

/2at>. erjmra. Stol, XX. 3 K



434 ADDENDA TO THE MEMOIR OF CAPT. G. Jf.

Just as we had prepared the preceding addenda for the press,

we were favoured wi;h the following copy of a letter, from Sir

Edward Pellew, Bart, to the Reverend Henry Ilurdingc, rector of

Stanhope, in the county of Durham, the vent-ruble father of the

late Captain George Nicholas Ilardinge. It reflects equal honour

on the feelings of the writer, and on the character of the hero to

whom it relates.

" His Majesty's Ship Culloden, Bombay Harbour,
"

SIR, June 1, 1808.

" Under any other circumstances than those which occasion this address,

I should ex.crience but one sentiment in expressing to you those feelings of

admiration and respect with which I have lung contemplated the character

of your lamented son.

" Believe me, sir, I participate sincerely with you iu those painful

feelings of parental emotion with which you deplore the loss of your
lamented son.

" His private virtues and professional merits have 'endeared him to all

Mho knew him.
" At a general meeting of the merchants, &c. at Bombay, resolutions

hitve been passed, which express the universal sensation of gratitude with,

whkh the gallant actions of Captain Hardiuge have impressed the inha-

bitants of Bombay.
"

I have the honour to enclose the resolutions,* accompanied with my
condolence on your premature loss of a sun who hail reflected the highest

credit upon his pro/cation, and bid fair to be one of its most conspicuous

ornaments.
'" I have the honour to be, &c.

'* EDWARD PELLEW."

We shall close the addenda to the memoir of this lamented and

gallant officer with the following

Extract of a Letter from on board the Charlton Indiuman, doled 1 3M
March, 1U06. (Bombay Courier tfthc 9ch.)

" The Piedmontaise had taken several vessels that had left Bombay, and

from the different accounts, found, that our three ships were to sail without

convoy, consequently he took up his station otf Cape Comorin, stretching

off and on, ai.d was waiting there, manned with three companies of

artillery men for fighting the great guns, J50 Europeans trained for board-

ing, and the same number of Lascars to attend the braces, &c. making ia

all above 500 miyi, with 40 otncers. On Sunday, off Cape Comorin, we

* The resolutions ajiuded twin thih letter have not yet been transmitted

re k. .
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discovered foursni!, nine!) we have since learnt were the Piedmontaise in

chase of us, the St. Fiorc-ir/.o uoing u[> the h;iy, the William from Bengal,
and a brig; which thn Piedmontaise had captured, valued at four lacs of

rupees, but despatched lor the; Isle of France immediately she saw us. The

Piedmontaise was then on the point of making nil sail after us, when Mr.

Hughes and Captain De la Harpe, who had been captured in a little brig, .

told them, that they had better try the single ship first (wishing to -rive us

time to get our. of reach), as we had got men on board at Bombay on pur-

pose to defon.! the ^liijis, nnd that he would be roughly handled, which

advice he too
1

:, a. d siavp chase to the St. Fiorenzo, when, to her astonish-

ment, she round out her mistake, when too late. Manned and equipped in

the manner she was, yon will easily picture to yourself what the action

must have !,.';!, w'scn both shifjs had not even a rope but \vhatwascut

through, and on the side they engaged the shot holes were innumerable
;

and sorry I aw to inform you, that just in the arms of victory, poorCaptaiu

Hardinge was shot through the neck by a grape shot, while in the act of

giving orders to the first lieutenant to back the inizen top-sail, and expired

immediately. ?<Torcau, finding, on the last day, that they could not cope
with the bull-dons was seen amusing his men in the hottest part of the fire,

ex pectin" a shot to terminate his miserable existence, when rinding that not

to be the case, and seeing the people fall by d.i/ens about him, and the co-

lours about to be struck (one of the French officers told us), that they

strongly suspect he discharged both his pistols through his body ;
even that

had not the desired effect, and he then desired them to throw him over-

board, although still alive; when, having no friends onboard to com-
miserate with him on his sufferings, he was plunged into eternity, and died

in as inglorious a manner as he had lived. They acknowledged to us they
had 107 killed and wounded, they also said they did not wish to fight, but

were forced; they did every thing in their power to get away. One of the

officers had been seven vears in England, and gave us all the particulars;

lie said he thought they would have taken two of us, as their intention was
to have run close alongside of the first, and throw a hundred men on board,
at the same lime giving us a broadside of round and grape; and then make
a dash at the second

;
so upon the whole I think we may bless our stars, as,

according to our iine-of-battle, the Charlton would have had to have stood

the first brunt. The Semillantt is cruising some where in the bay, on the

look out for Indiamen, and the Canoniere is in the China seas; they also

say that an 80 gun ship and four frigates are expected in India every day;
so I think we shall be in ill hick to escape them all. We have had a most

tedious passage down, and fortunate it was for us that we did not sail on

Thursday, as we should certainly have run into the jaws of the Piedmon-

taise ; she was cruising ten days off Cape Comorin ; we staid four days at

Columbn, and are now in sight of Point de Galle, in company with the

Madras fleet, where I suppose you will have heard that the Bengal ships ar

now lying."
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NAVAL ANECDOTES,
COMMERCIAL HINTS, RECOLLECTIONS, &c.

NANTES IN GURGITE VASTO.

GALLANT EXPLOIT IN THE MEDITERRANEAN.

AVERY gallant exploit was lately performed by a small de.

tachment from one of our cruisers in the Mediterranean.

An Italian brig of war being chased under a battery, the party of

royal marines, which consisted of two lieutenants and 45 rank

and file, were landed ; these brave fellows immediately ascended

the heights, when, upon approaching the battery, the French

officer who commanded, confident of his strength (having upwards
of 70 men of the favourite French regiment, the 3d Legere),
inarched out with a field-piece to attack them. The lieutenant,

without firing a musket, ordered his men to charge, which was

executed so firmly, that although the French maintained their

ground for some time with great courage, they at last gave way,

leaving their field-piece behind ; and our men, by a masterly

manoeuvre, having placed themselves between them and their bat-

tery, of which they got possession, opened a heavy fire upon the

brig, which, upon the approach of our frigate, hauled down her

colours. The" whole then, after spiking the guns, and blowing up
the magazines, re-embarked. Our loss on this service, which was

the admiration ot all who witnessed it, was the second lieutenant

of marines badly wounded in the arm, one Serjeant and seven pri-

vates killed, and five badly wounded.

CAPTAIN SEYMOUR.

CAPTAIN .MICHAEL SEYMOUR, of the Amethyst, is the son of

a most respectable clergyman, the late Rev. Mr. Seymour, of the

city of Limerick, in Ireland. He has served in the navy from his

earliest years, and has been, with very little intermission, in active

employment. He was a lieutenant when he lost his arm in Lord

Howe's action, in which he rendered such eminent service, that he

was immediately promoted to the rank of master and commander,
and appointed to the Spitfire sloop. In the command of this

vessel, Captain Stymour was a terror to the enemy's privateers,

some of which he captured in every cruise, rescuing at the same

time the British vessels of which they had made prize. He
afforded such ample protection to the British trade, and gave so

much annoyance to the enemy, that he was soon made post; and

after a short lapse of time, received the appointment in which he

has recently done so much honour to himself, and rendered such

essential service to his country.
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MARINE OBSERVATORY AT MARSEILLES.

THE Obscrvatoire National tie la Marine was built during the

years from 1699 to 1702, and repaired and improved in the years

1794, 1795. It was in the hands of the Jesuits until 1764, when
it fell to the care of the reverend Silvabelle. In 1800, the inge-

nious, worthy, arid active Thulis became the director, which

situation he now holds.

The whole structure, bearing the name of Observaioire de la

Marine, lies on a hill, calU'd Ti'utte des Moulins^ which may be

considered as the highest point of th' town. The building consists

of three stories ; in the lirst of which the concierge resides ; in the

second the director ; and in the third is the proper observatory.

This consists of a landing place, a large square room, with two

smaller ones on euch side. Besides these, are three round towers;

one on the north facade, and two to the south ; a j

l having

portable domes. The roof of the observatory itself is llat, and

forms a fine terrace. In the centre is a weather-cock, whose

plate and hand are inserted in the ceiling of the largest room. The

instruments are as follow :

1. A fine Gregorian telescope, by Short, with the date 1756 :

foe. 19 decimeters. It rests upon a parallactic machine, by Acajou,

and magnifies from 300 to 1,200 times. Both the glasses have

been much occidatcd during twenty years.

2. Another telescope, by Short, foe. 65 centimeters. It mag-
nifies from 90 to 300 times, and is supplied with two micro-

meters.

3. An acromatic telescope, by Dolland, foe. 11 decimeters,

opening from 36 millim. It rests upon a parallactic machine, by

Acajou, cau be litted for a tribus terrestris, and is well supplied

with every necessary apparatus.

4. An acromatic meridian telescope, foe. 97centim. axis 81 ccn-

tim. It is made by Lennel, and has an excellent niveau.

5. A portable quadrant, of 97 centim. radius, by le Noir.

6. A fixed quadrant by I met. 5 radius It rests upon a wall

of freestone, but i* so badly regulated as to be wholly useless.

7. An excellent astronomical clock, and several other smaller

astronomical instruments, by Louis Berthoud.

8. The collection of meteorological instruments, formerly be-

longing to the Meteorological Society at Manheira, and sent here

in 1781.

The observatory possesses, exclusive of the private library of

Thulis, only the following works:
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A perfect collection of the Connoissance des Temps, &c. from

17^0 ; a perfect collection of Astronomical Ephemerids ;
Latande's

Astronomie, the editions of 1771, 1792 ; Tables of Logarithms, by
Gardine ; the eighth volume of Observations, published by the

.Meteorological Society of the palatinate of Manheim.

NAVAL DINNER, AT PORTSMOUTH.

ON Wednesday, November 2, 1808, the following officer!

gave a splendid entertainment to his Royal Highness the Duke of

Clarence, at the Crown Jnn, Portsmouth :

Rear-admiral Otway, and

Captains Curzon, Captains Hotlev,

Lcgge, Oswald,

Malcolm, Tower,

Colville, King,

Boyle, Buchanan,
- Bowen, -

Sheriff,

Lwrd W. Stewart, Mein,

Irvin, - Evans,

Raggett, Stevenson,

Buckle, - Cumberland,

Boys, and

Carthew, Columbine.

At live o'clock the company began to assemble ; at six his royal

highness arrived; and, soon after, the company sat down to a very

Sumptuous dinner. After the cloth had been removed, many loyal

toasts were drank, and when the health of the duke was given,

his royal highness rose, and, in a neat short speech, returned

thanks, and expressed the gratification which he felt in once more

becoming one among them. In the happy circle were

Major-general Whetham, lieutenant-governor, Admiral Montagu, Major-

general Porter, Sir Roger Curtis, J. Greetham, Esq. Hon. Commissioner

Grey, Colonel Terrott, the Portuguese commodore and captains of that

nation, Majors Graham and Thornton, Captain Nixou, aide-de-cump, and a

vast number of nobility and gentry.

SIR SIDNEY SMITH'S HONOURS.

AT Brazil, on the 14th of June, 1808, Sir Sidney Smith gave an

Entertainment to the Avhole Portuguese royal family and court, on

board his majesty's ship London. On quitting the ship, the Prince

Regent presented to the rear-admiral, with his own hands, the

standard of Portugal, to be borne as an augmentation to his coat

of arms, and declared the revival of the order of the Sword, insti-

tuted by Don Alfonso V. surnamed the African, in 1459, of which
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order Sir Sidney Smith is to be created grand cross. All the

Juiglish captains before the Tagus, under his command on the 29th

of November, to be commanders, and the first lieutenant of each

ship, knights of the same ;
also Mr. F. Hill, his majesty's secretary

of legation to that court. His royal highness conferred medals on,

the four captains composing the squadron detached by Sir Sidney
Smith to accompany the Portuguese fleet to Brazil.

JUNCTION OF TI1E ATLANTIC AND MEDITERRANEAN SEAS.

THE following arc the particulars respecting an intended junc-

tion of the two seas, the Atlantic and Mediterranean, by a canal ;

an undertaking which has lately been resumed with vigour.

It was long ago intended to unite the two seas that wash th

coasts of France, by a communication between the rivers Saoune

and Yonne. By an edict of Henry IV. a tax was imposed on the

bakers of Dijon, of 40 French sous for each measure of corn,

towards defraying the expences for continuing the canal of the

river Ouche from Dijon to St. Jean de Lone. In 1G07 a process

verbal was published of a survey of this river, which it was

intended to render navigable, in order to open a communication

with the Seine, by the Armam;on, which falls into the Yonne, aud

the Yonne into the Seine.

In 1724 the state of Bourgogne ordered the engineer Abeillo to

take a survey of the country, which he delivered in 17 C27.

In 1775 a beginning was made
;
but the works proceeded very

slowly. In 1790 thi-y were entirely suspended ; but were resumed

in 1801, since which period they have been continued without

intermission. That part of the canal which is situate between

Dijon and the Saounc is in great forwardness, and nearly com-

pleted : in that between Dijon and the Ycnne little progress has

been made. The artificial embankments begin between Dijon and

la Cud .-.

Since the year 1801 819,198 francs have been expended on the

works between Dijon and the Saoune, and by the law of the 16th.

September, 1807, new funds have been allotted for the completion
of the whole.

This canal will 'facilitate the conveyance of goods from ci-devant

13oiirgoguo to the southern provinces, and from thence into the

interior. Hay, iron, corn, and hemp will avoid the great circuit

they now make by the canals of Charolaiv and Auxerre in order

ta reach Paris, by the navigable parts of the Seine.
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CORRESPONDENCE.

MR. EDITOR,

I
WISH you would hold your hand a little, and not serve out

such a deal about the parliamentary duties of naval officers.

Lord bless you ! what have we to do with Parliament ? Now and

then a few of our chaps get poked up there, because they think it

may help to raise the wind a little when they are aground ;
but

the devil a bit of any good did I ever hear they were of by any of

their speeches. It's all very well, and very respectable, for a few

of our worn-out admirals to clap themselves down there, and sing

out lustily when they think the state vessel is in danger : but I do

not like to see a parcel of young captains buzzing about in the

lobby, who have professional duties to attend to. If your Cor-

respondent would give us a few anecdotes of what has occurred to

naval men in this respect, why then there would be some fun in it.

Now I'll tell you one. But look you, I don't pretend to write so

well as he would. Once upon a time (and I am telling no lie,

believ* me), a crooked lieutenant, as I shall term him, undertook,
under the rose, to render service to one of the ministerial warrant

officers of that day, by getting him the votes of the principal peo-

ple in a borough town on the coast. He accordingly asked the

principal people to come on board his cutter to dinner, and to

bring their papers and whatever was necessary on board. Off they
all came, and down they sat to guzzle ;

when the crooked lieute-

nant made the signal to his men, stood out to sea, and begging all

their pardons, protested the weather would not allow of his acting

otherwise. As it happened, it came on to blow heavily. The
voters of the borough were in a sad plight : they shifted their

ballast, and almost retched their lungs out, until the very fish were

sick. The crooked lieutenant was obdurate, turned a deaf car to

their spumy groans, and brought the uhole of the motley crew up
the Thames to London ; and giving due notice to the ministerial

warrant officer, secured all their votes. Thus, Mr. Editor, ended

the parliamentary duties of the crooked lieutenant, who afterwards

was dissatisfied with some reason. But my letter is long enough.

in all conscience, and so I shall shove off.

TIM. V/EATHERSIDE.
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NEW TRADE WITH SPAIN AND TURKEY.

Mil. EDITOR,

IX
that extensive field now opened lo British industry, by means

of those political changes which of late have so happily and

unexpectedly taken place in Spain and Turkey, one object seems

particularly worthy of commercial attention. It is the copper

trade, which, by a very judicious act pas-ed last session, is now
thrown open. Ministers deserve much credit for this measure.

Their penetration discovered, through the mysterious veil of craft

and monopoly, those great national advantages which will certainly

be derived from this source of commerce, now that its current is no

longer impeded. The promises it holds forth arc highly auspicious,

when considered with respect to the present moment; for it bids

fair to revive the languishing state of our manufactures, and to

exalt our naval power, the natural bulwark of Britain, to the

highest degree of pre-eminence art and nature combined are suscep-

tible of attaining. The vast magnitude of these considerations is

sufficient to rouse the attention of every Briton, whether he is con-

cerned in trade or not. for our naval and commercial prosperity
arc intertwined with the very thread of our political existence ;

therefore it is almost superfluous to add, what otherwise would be

highly recommendatory, that the public revenue may be expected

to be very much benefited by this new branch of traffic. Among
the metallic productions which nature has, with so lavish a hand,
bestowed on the va.it continent of South America, copper appears

to be entitled to the first place, because it seems to be in such vast

abundance. It is found in the greatest plenty, and in districts

so widely apart, that it may be considered as the general produce
of the mountains which intersect this vast continent in almost

every direction, and extend from one end of it to the other. The

extremes of climate seem to make no difference \vith regard to this

production : for Terra Firma extends from the line northward to

12 degrees of north latitude
;

and Chili extends in the opposite

direction as far as 53 degrees of south latitude, running by the side

of the Cordilleras, which are full of this metal, and which arc only
terminated by the fro/en Straits of Magellan. At the Carraca^,

in Terra Firma, and at Buenos Ayrcs, in T.a Plata, the value of

copper is about 5d. or 6d. the pound, English ; but in Chili it

never exceeds 4d. lu England the price may be stated from Is. (Jd.

to 2s. per pound. The inhabitants of South America, whether of

indigenous or European extraction, have all a strong propensity to

erjjion. flol. XX. SL



442 CORRESPONDENCE.

raining. The most advantageous way of procuring cither silver or

copper is by a barter with South America, for the more valuable

products of British industry. Spain has been depopulated and

absolutely impoverished, by her rich and numerous mines
; whilst

England has become wealthy, and her paltry villages converted

into populous towns, by means of her manufactures. The policy

of opening our markets to the copper of South America is conse-

quently obvious ; for these people will take more of our manufac-

tures when they can buy them, as at present, either with silver or

copper. They will have encouragement for working their mines

for the latter metal, which hitherto have been thought not worth

their pains. Next to South America, Turkey is the country most

abounding in copper. The ancients here not only hardened it so

as to render it trenchant, but were even enabled to cut those very

hard stones with it which turn the edge of our steeled instruments.

They obtained this metal from Cyprus, called Kupros by the

Greeks, from its vast cupreous productions, and from the adjacent

country of Carmania, whose vast mountains (Taurus) stiil contain

copper mines of prodigious fecundity. But the rapacity of

subaltern despotism, the curse of all the Turkish governments, has

extended over the mines a tax which nearly defeats itself, as there

is very little copper taken from them but for the purpose of

smuggling on board European ships. It is probable, however,
that the present ambassador from Turkey will be made sensible

how advantageous it will be for his country to adopt other regu-

lations respecting these mines, now the ports of this kingdom are

open to receive foreign copper ; and the Levant trade, which has

always been a great support to our manufactures, cannot but re-

ceive a new stimulus from the circumstance.

But the great and inestimable advantage of this new trade con-

sists in the encouragement which navigation will derive from cop-

per, when it becomes cheap and abundant. Then, and not till

then, will navigation attain all that excellence which this art is

capable of receiving from copper sheathing. Since the application

of magnetism to nautical affairs, no invention or improvement has

been made in them so important as copper sheathing. It has been

said, that the isle of Anglesea and the west of England are capable
of supplying us with copper in great abundance. Were the fact

true, an objection would still remain to the policy of the measure.

There can be no doubt that it is the interest of this country to sup-

ply itself with copper in payment fur its manufactures, and by no

other way. But how can it be said that our own mines aiibrd. us
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an abundant supply, when it is notorious that copper has been

nearly doubled in value since the discovery of the rich Anglesea
mine ? At this rate, the more mines are discovered, the greater is

likely to be the scarcity, with respect to the home supply at least.

Whether this scarcity is the consequence of necessity or knavery,
matters little, since its effects upon navigation are the same. Our
merchant vessels are not in general sheathed with copper as they

ought to be. Some are even obliged, from its exorbitant price, to

navigate seas where this security is necessary, with the paltry sub-

stitute of a double sheathing of wood. Our navy indeed is well

furnished with this requisite, but it costs the country an enormous

sum. And it is among the many commendations due to the mea-

sure we have been considering, that a considerable saving in the

public expenditure might reasonably be expected from it.

LIEUTENANT H.

MR. EDITOR,

U may probably deem the enclosed letter, written by a

Serjeant of the 2<Jth regiment of foot, as worthy of a birth

in your work ; if so, it is much at your service. G.

" DEAR BROTiinn AND siyiJ.!:,
"

Lisbon, Oct. 22, 1808.

u IT is now a long time since I wrote to you, at Falmouth,
wherein I informed you of our circumstances at sea, previous to

our return to port. I shall now give you some account of the

progress of our expedition since
; viz. on the 20th January we

sailed from the said harbour, with a fair wind : we made Gibraltar,
where we lauded, and remained there till the 12th of May, from
the 16th of March. This v .;; our duration. I can assure you
that it is a most curious place; some people say it is enchanted :

be this as it may, 1 found inyseli' exceedingly pleased, and sometimes

quite charmed with the romantic appearance which it afforded: a

rock, in height about one mile, on which, and on either side, is

situate accommodations for both troops and citizens
; every thing

contributing to make the place grand, strong, and entertaining to

that mind which delights itself in exploring what nature has laid

out for our improvement.
" I3ut I must leave this description. We embarked from this

place on the 12th of May, being informed that our services were

required at Cadiz, the French and Spaniards having disagreed m
their former alliances, of which particular you must have been

informed in the public papers at home. Coming to Cadiz, \vc lay
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in that bay some time, jis a re-enforcement to Admiral Purvis, who,

for many months, had been blockading that port. While lying

here, about the 7th of June, at three o'clock in the afternoon, a

most tremendous fire commenced from the batteries upon the

shipping, which was as briskly returned by the French, continuing

till sun-set, when the firing ceased. But, on the morning follow-

ing, it again commenced about eight, with the same velocity, which

concluded about twelve or one o'clock, when victory was the for-

tune of the Spaniards, and the French were held in anful suspense

of the consequences that would follow.

f < Our services being not so immediately wanted in this place, we

received orders for sailing to Portugal, where the enemy had, 18

months previously to this, been plundering the country at large,

and the capital in particular, which had rendered the inhabitants

exceedingly poor and distressed. Agreeably to the order, we got

under weigh, and sailed down the coast till we came to Montigua

Bay, where Sir A. Wellesley, a few days before us, had arrived,

with the expedition under his command. This was on Saturday,
the 6th of August. When our commanding officer went on board

the agent ship, for the necessary instructions, he was informed of

this expedition having landed, and we received orders for landing

the next morning at four o'clock, which was attended to with the

greatest precision. It was under a thousand disadvantages that we
made our landing good. Notwithstanding the c'nemy was not there

to receive us, we had to encounter as formidable a foe a tremen-

dous swell on the water, which endangered our boats; a surf

running on the beach, which terrified the best of mariners. One
or more of our boats was upset, but providentially no lives were

lost. Had it not been for the timely assistance of the Portuguese
with their life-boat, some of us must inevitably have perished ;

but as soon as we landed we commenced our march, in expectation

of meeting with the enemy. We encamped every night, having the

sky for our covering above, and the clod of earth ,our bed below.

Sometimes we had recourse to the houghs of trees, which we lopped

off, and those served to form us huts, to screen us from the dews ;

as, though the days arc excessively hot, they are succeeded by

nights equally damp and cold. It was through a long and tedious

march of this kind, choked with dust, parched with heat, &c.

that we had to pursue the enemy, till, on the 17th of August, the

British army came up with them. Unfortunately, two nights pre-

vious to this, I met with an accident, by a fall, which rendered me

incapable of marching. But on this day it was that our regimen tj

7
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winch was in front of the whole army, engaged the enemy, who at

this time was situate on a mountain called the height of Acratn-

brou, with which heights this country abounds. It was here that

our regiment was obliged to storm, in spite of every opposition

from the enemy's cannon and small arms. But we had the happi-

ness of seeing them ily before ns. At this time the British army
was about 12 or 13,000; that ef the enemy 17 or 18,000, though
not all engaged on either side. On the 21st we bad a sixoiul

engagement with them, commanded by General Junot in person,
when the enemy was completely routed, and the British arms, un-

der the blessing of Divine Providence, proved successful. This

was on Sunday (better day better deed, as the saying is), or rather,

when the good people of England were praying for success on his

majesty's arms by sea and land. We had the ill fortune on the

17th to lose our brave colonel, who fell soon after the commence-
ment of the action. He was the lion. Frederick Augustus Lake,
son to the late General Lake, who commanded in India : our

serjeant-major was killed also. We sustained the loss of 203

killed and wounded, and 17 officers also in killed and taken ;
but

some have since returned. This being the result of this decisive

21st of August, the enemy agreed by capitulation to evacuate the

capital, to which place they had recreated after the action, and to

leave the country on the loth September. On that day the

British army march, d in triumph to the capital, amidst the loudest

acclamations of joy, expressed by fire-works and illuminations,

eight or ten nights in succession. Our grenadier company took

possession of the citadel, and at twelve o'clock the British Hag, in

unison with the Portuguese standard, was hoisted, when the

rockets were discharged in the air, over the heads of the army,
which at that time was occupying the different parts of the city.

4;
I had forgot to tell you, that, after leaving Cadiz, we landed

at a port called St. Maria, a city of Spain, to the westward of the

capital, a very pleasant place, and abounding with numberless

curiosities, with which I was much entertained. We are now in

Lisbon; part of the army is gone for Spain. We rather expect to

remain here awhile, as we, with a few other regiments, form the

reserve army. But of (his in my next. In the mean time, my
duty to my mother, with my affectionate regard to my brothers

and sisters, with their families, every branch ;
and I must conclude

by subscribing myself your very loving and affectionate brother,

till death,

JOS. MARTI X,
*'

Serjeant, 29th Foot."
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NEW NIPPER.

MR. EniTOR, Folkstone, December 12, 1 803.

"T is well known to many of your readers, that whenever, either

from the weakness of the messenger, or the insufficiency of

the capstan's power, any considerable difficulty arises in the

weighing of an anchor, that it is customary to have recourse to

some additional purchase lashed to the cable, by which means

anchors in almost every situation may be lifted from the ground.

But unfortunately, in such cases it generally happens, that at the

very moment when every exertion should be made at the capstan,

a most vexatious delay in removing the lashing occurs, by which

delay the safety of the ship ilself is often endangered. On this

account, it has been long anxiously desired, (hat some other mode

of securing the purchase might be devised, which, beside* producing

the required effect, should also possess the advantage of being more

quickly removed and applied. This desideratum is now (through

the medium of your CHRONICLE) presented to the officers of the

navy, than whom, no men are better able to ascertain its merits,

or better disposed to afford that liberal aid, without which .every

spirit of improvement must ultimately subside. It now only

remains to be stated, that the friendly zeal of Captain Briggs,

induced him, while in the Agincourt, to give it a trial, and that a

very warm report on its utility ensued ; but from some particular

circumstances, an idea has since arisen, that the manner of applying

it in the Agincourt was not the same as that which is here

described.

DESCRIPTION OF THE NIPPER.

The proper nipper is of an entire new construction, being com-

posed of wood, rope, and iron. The wooden part (if for a seven ty-

four) should be four feet long, and six inches broad, hollowed out

on one side to receive the cable, and tapered on the other, from

end to end like a wedge. At the front of the head, or thick end,

an eye bolt is to be fixed, ami another of smaller dimensions in the

tail. Through the first, a good common nipper is to be rove, and

middled, and to the last, a strong piece of rope (called the tail)

must be spliced. At the distance of five inches from the head, an

iron bolt is to be inserted through, projecting from.the sides, and



CORRESrON'Dr.NCE. 447

near the tail a similar bolt is to be similarly placed. See figure A,
wherc.it is partly applied.

Li order to apply or pass this nipper right (suppose on the

cable alone), the wooden part must be held nearly vertical, with

the hollowed or concave side downwards, the eye bolt at the head

resting on the cable, and pointing aft. The two parts of the

middled nipper are then to be led, on contrary sides, round the

cable, and crossed beneath; afterwards (inclining forwards) to be

led upwards, and crossed above, then downward, and so on, for

the length of three feet ; ^ee again figure A. This being done, the

thin end or tail of the wood is then to be pressed down, so as to

bear upon the upper crosses of the nipper, the two ends of which

being led up on opposite sides abaft the iron bolts, are to be

crossed over the wood at the tail, led down again before the bolts,

and under the cable, there crossed, &c. as before, till expended.
The tail before mentioned is then to be slackly wormed over all in

the lay of the cable, when a strong salvage, after having been

twice passed round the body of the wood and of the cable, is to be

secured by its bights to the purchase ; see figure B. The use of

the head bolts is to keep on the salvage, and of those at the tail

to perform the same service to the nipper. A mat should line the

concavity throughout, for the purpose of increasing the friction.

It should now, from the preceding description, be evident, that

the more violent is the strain on the salvage, the more violently

the wood is made to nip on the crosses it covers, and consequently,
to a certain degree, the more steadfastly it resists every effort in,

that direction to remove it, while nothing can be more clear, than

that it is nearly incapable of doing mischief by jamming, and that,

the instant the purchase is slackened, the whole may be removed

with facility.

1 The side of the wood.

2 The head eye-bolt.
,'i The tail eye-bolt and tail.

4 Iron bolt.

5 Iron bolt.

6 Concavity and mat.

7 Common nipper.

8 Cable.

9 Salvage and purchase.
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MR. EDITOR,

A S a companion to the account of the hurricane at Madras, on
-*- the 12th of December, 1807, which you have already

Inserted.* I take, the opportunity of transmitting to you the fol-

lowing ajpcount of a hurricane, equally dreadful, which took place

at Barbadoes, between the 9th and 16th of October, in the year

1780. It is copied from a journal, which was kept upon the

island. Yours, &c. II.

" The evening preceding the hurricane, the 9th of October,

was remarkably calm, but the sky surprisingly red and fiery;

during the night much rain fell. On the morning of the 10th,

much riin and wind from N.\V. By ten o'clock it increased very

much : by one, the ships in the bay drove : by four o'clock, the

Albemarle frigate (the only man-of-war then here) parted her

anchors and went to sea, as did all the other vessels, about C25 in

number. Soon after, by six o'clock, the wind had torn up and

blown down many trees. At the government house every precau-

tion was taken ; the doors and windows were barricaded, but it

availed little. By ten o'clock, the wind forced itself a passage

through the house from the N.X.W. and the tempest increasing

every minute, the family took to the centre of the building,

imagining, from the prodigious strength of the walls, they being
three feet thick, and from its circular form, it would have with-

stood the wind's utmost rage. However, by half after eleven

o'clock, they wen; obliged to retreat. The governor, and the

few that remained, were thrown down ; and it was with great

difficulty they gained the cannon, under the carriage of which they
took shelter. Their situation here was highly deplorable. Many
of the cannon were moved ; and they had reason to fear that that

under which they sat might be dismounted, and crush them by its

fall.

"
Anxiously did they wait the break of day, flattering them-

selves that with the light they would soon see a cessation of the

storm ; yet when it appeared, little was the tempest abated ; and

the day served but to exhibit the most melancholy prospect

imaginable. Nothing can be compared with the terrible devastation

that presented itself on all sides ; not a building standing ; the

trees, if not torn up by their roots, deprived of their leaves and

branches
;
and the most luxuriant spring changed in this one night

to the dreariest winter. In vain was it to look round for shelter ;

* Vide page 330.
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houses, that from their situation it was imagined would have been

in a degree protected, were all flat with the earth
; and the

miserable owners, if they were so fortunate as to escape with their

lives, were left without a covering for themselves and family.
" General Vaughan was early obliged to evacuate his house : in

escaping he was very much bruised. His secretary was so unfor-

tunate as to break his thigh. Nothing has ever happened that has

caused such universal desolation : no one house in the island is

exempt from damage. Very few buildings are left standing on the

estates. The depopulation of the negroes and cattle, particularly
of the horned kind, is very great, which must more especially in

these times be a cause of great distress to the planters. It is as

yet impossible to make any accurate calculation of the number of

souls that have perished in this dreadful calamity. Whites and

blacks together, it is imagined to exceed some thousands.
" Many were buried in the ruins of the houses and buildings :

many fell victims to the violence of the storm and inclemency of

the weather, and great numbers were driven into the sea, and there

perished. The troops have suffered inconsiderably, though both

the barracks and hospital were early blown down. Alarming con-

sequences were dreaded from the number of dead bodies that lay

unintcrrcd, and from the quantity the sea threw up, which,

however, are happily subsided. What few public buildings there

were are fallen in the general wreck. The fortifications have

flittered very considerably. The buildings were all demolished ;

for so violent was the storm here, when assisted by the sea, that a

twelve pound gun was carried from the south to the north battery,
a distance of 140 yards. The loss to this country is immense :

many years Mill be required to retrieve it."

BRILLIANT ACTION AT SEA.

Extract cf a Letter received by Messrs. Hoso and Co. from Mr. ROBERT-

SON, Chief Mate oj 'the Catherine, FEXN, from London to JWalla, dated

J/ulta, September 2C, 1808.

GENTLEMEN,

I
DO myself tke honour to inform you of the safe arrival of the

ship Catherine in this port from Gibraltar, which place she

left on the 8th instant ; but I am sorry to add, that Captain Feim

was very badly wounded, on the 13th inst. in latitude 38 deg.

35 min. longitude 3 deg. 20 min. by a shot, in an action Vith A

/t?at>. Cfjroiu GIJ[,XX. 3 M
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French privateer. On that day a sail hove in sight on the larboard

bow, on a wind, standing for us. We hoisted ensign and pendant,
and fired a gun ; she showed St. George's fiag and pendant, and

stood on until she got info our wake, then bore up directly for us.

We prepared eVery thing for action, being suspicions of her ; and

as soon as it was possible to be understood, by Captain Fenn's

order, I hailed, and asked from whence she came ? She answered,

from Gibraltar, and was in distress for water. I ordered her to

haul her wind immediately, or we should fire into her. She still

cried out,
<c Water ! water !

" and came on, when I immediately

pointed one of the stern guns, and ordered fire. I then jumped to

the opposite gun, pointed it, and ordered fire. This order was

countermanded, in consequence of her crying, "Mercy!" and
*' Water!" but as soon as the smoke of the first gun cleared

away, Captain Fenn saw with his glass that they were getting

ready to change their colours, and were pointing their bow guns.

He called out,
u It is a Frenchman, fire away!" lie no sooner

spoke, than he got the contents of the second ; but before our

guns could be fired again, he grappled, and commenced a heavy

fire with grape and musketry. I immediately seized a musket,

and shot the captain, who was going to give orders through his

trumpet. I sung out,
" I hare shot the captain ! Victory, my

boys ?
" and we gave him three cheers to advance. They returned

the same, and came on bravely ; when poor Fenn, with his

boarding-pike in his hand, was shot through the body. lie

addressed himself to me " I am shot; but fight on, my dear

fellow." I encouraged my men, and soon repelled the boarders

with very great slaughter.

In about half an hour, like savages they sang out, and carnc on

again ;
but were again repulsed with considerable loss. This

caused such great confusion among them, that they got their

grapplings unhooked, and took a broad sheer-oft ; which I

improved imnacdiaU-ly, by sheering likewise, and got two of the

great gnr.s into him before he could get to again. This, no doubt,

damped their courage ; but they again boarded with three cheers.,

and several succeeded in getting over our nettings into the poop ;

but our men, like heroes, made a bold push, and either killed

or wounded every man who made his appearance; and thos

poor devils who had the impudence to come on thu poop were alt

shoved overboard with the pikes fast in their bodies. This was the

sickening job ; for they made a terrible noise, a^d got their

grapplings unhooked ; when I ordered the man at the wheel t
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luit the ship to give a broadside. Unfortunately the sliip was

unmanageable, her sails and running rigging flying in all directions ;

but, as a substitute, \vc gave them the stern chasers, entirely loaded

with grape, as long as it could be of service. I than gave all the

hands a good glass of grog, and like smart fellows they soon got
the vessel on her course again. This being done, I ran to the

captain, and dressed his wounds; he was then apparently dying,
but through a miracle we have preserved his life. lie is in a

tolerably fair way, and on shore, under the doctor's charge.

The privateer was a fine latine-rigged vessel, carrying two large

sails, and her decks as full of men as possible ;
we judge from

seventy to eighty. We must have killed a great number, as a

great quantity of blood rose on the water. It appeared to me a

miracle that none of our men were killeU, as the grape and musket-

balls came in like hail. We had only two men slightly wounded;
one of whom was at the wheel.

MR. EDITOR,

I
AM not very fond of setting pen to paper ; but as I observe

some of those who fight least, write most, I beg leave to have

a bit of my own. The public papers have given praise to Captain

Wells, acting, of the Cruiser, a fine brig, of 1 think 18 guns,

without considering there were other ships on her station in the

Cattegat. Now, Sir, as I happen to belong to one of them, his

majesty's ship Daphne, I beg leave to say that we have taken and

destroyed, whilst on the Cattegat station, 61 sail of vessels. Mr.

Stecle, in his hist, says that the Daphne took a cutter: now we
took a man-of-war schooner, and destroyed a cutter; which I

suppose is what he meant to have said. The Avhole coast of Nor-

way is at present wonderfully well guarded, and completely lined

by gun-boats. On making a certain signal, all the peasantry are

obliged to repair to the coast, and part of them to the gun-boats :

a variety of instances constantly occur in, our attack on the

enemy's coasting vessels, which arc passed by and forgotten ; but

in which much gallantry is displayed. Mr. Davis,' second lieute-

nant of the Daphne, behaved very handsomely, in attacking and

capturing one of these vessels, protected near the shore by two

immense gun-boats.

So, Mr. Editor, your humble servatit,

TIM.
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Mtt. EDITOR, Dover, December 13, 1809.

*T\TOU have doubtless, like the rest of the public, heard of a
-* certain naval invention or improvement, which was vulgarly
and erroneously nicknamed catamarans : but the following

information may not perhaps have reached you, and you may also

deem it worthy of a place in youAiseful and interesting miscellany ;

particularly as my object is to record the detection of foreign

quackery, practised at the cxpence of John Bull. About three

years ago, a man of a grave and mysterious carriage of body,

made his appearance in a certain class of fashionable society in

London, under the name of Francis. It was shortly xhisjicred

about that he was a Yankey American, of some consequence,

whose real name was Fulton, expatriated for reasons of stale.

He was undoubtedly an intelligent and ingenious man, which

recommended him to the notice of several scientific persons in the

metropolis, under whose patronage he was encouraged to lay cer-

tain projects before this government ; amongst the rest was the

submarine bomb, which he palmed upon his official patrons as an

original invention of his own, to be transferred exclusively to the

use and behoof of the English nation. Trials were ordered to be

made, under the direction of Admiral (then Commodore) Sir Sid-

ney Smith, for the destruction of a stout brig anchored in the

Downs, off Walir.er Castle, near Sir Sidney's ship the Antelope ;

and of Captain Sir Home Popham, for the demolition of Fort

Rouge, at the entrance of Calais harbour. The former experiment

was most successfully performed by Lieutenant "William Robinson,

of the royal marine artillery, the brig most punctually vanishing

from the eyes of the astonished beholders, amongst whom was the

late Mr. Pitt himself, The latter was conducted by Mr. Bartho-

lomew, master's mate of Sir Home Popham's ship; but owing to

some nautical obstacles, did not afford the same satisfactory demon-

stration as the Waimer experiment. But now comes the result.

Mr. Francis, alias Fulton, received a very liberal gratuity, and

took himself off. (His name appears in some of the papers of

public expenditure printed by the Hou-e of Commons last session).

He was hardly gone, when it was discovered he had been hawking
Lis secret at Paris ;

and he was hardly arrived in America before

ie publicly invited Citizen Jefferson and Co. to make use of his



COUHESfONDENCE. 453

invention and his arm against this country : affixing his name to

inflammatory paragraphs to such effect. Meanwhile, the writer

of this article (who always gave the gentleman credit for a

tolerable share of impudence mixed with his ingcmiity, but had

no conception of so barefaced an imposture) has accidentally

stumbled upon an old American work reprinted in London, which

contains the annexed history of this invention^ and proves it to be

at least ten years old, and attributes it to a Mr. Bushnell. So

that, unless Mr. F. can make out a right to that name by an addi-

tional alias
)
he is liable to the imputation of having obtained our

money upon false pretences. Yours, c.

VULCAN.
EXTRACT.

* (

Historical, fyc. Vicic of the American United Slates, ly W. WINTER-

BOTIIAM. 4 vols. 8vo. London, 1795.

" IXVKXTIOXS ANt> IMPROVEMENTS.

"
Early in the war Mr. David Bushnell, of Saybrook, invented a machine

for submarine navigation, altogether different from any thing hitlieru>

devised by the art of man; this machine was so constructed, as that it could

be rowed horizontally at any given depth under water, and could be raised

or depressed at pleasure. To this machine, called the American Turtle,

was attached a magazine of powder, which was intended to be fastened

under the bottom of a ship, with a driving screw, in such a way, as that ihc

same stroke, which disengaged it from the machine, should put the inter-

nal clockwork in motion; this being done, the ordinary operation of a gun-
lock at the distance of half an hour, or any determinate time, would cause

the powder to explode, and leave the effects to the common laws of nature.

The simplicity, yet combination, discovered in the mechanism of this won-

derful machine, have been acknowledged by those skilled in physics, and

particularly hydraulics, to be not less ingenious than novel. Mr. Busline]^

invented several other curious machines for the annoyance of the Biitisii

shipping, but from accidents, not militating against the philosophical prin-

ciples, on which their success depended, they but partially succeeded ; he

destroyed a vessel in the charge of Commodore Symmonds; one of his
"

kegs
"

also demolished a vessel on the Long Island shore
;

about

Christmas, 1777, he committed to the De Lawar river a number of kcg r

destined to fail among the British fleet at Philadelphia ;
but this squadron

of kegs having been separated and retarded by the ice, demolished but a

single boat. This catastrophe, however, produced an alarm, unprecedented

in its nature and degree, which has been happily described by the late

Irantis llo^ltinsoii, in a song, cntituled,
"

T/ic Battle <>/' the Ktt>."
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CORRECT RELATION OF SHIPWRECKS.

No. XXXII.

Again the dismal rrojpect opens round,

The wreck, the shore, the dying, and the drewn'd.

FALCONER.

LOSS OF THE IIALSEWELL EAST INDIAMAX.

(Concluded from page 413.)

E only method that afforded any prospect of success was to

creep along the side to its outer extremity, to turn the corner

on a ledge scarcely as broad as a man's hand, and to cliinb up the

almost perpendicular precipices, nearly two hundred feet in height.

In this desperate attempt some succeeded, while others, trembling

with terror, and exhausted with bodily and mental fatigue, lost

their precarious footing, and perished.

The first men who gained the summit of the cliff were the cook,

and James Thompson, a quarter-master. By their individual

Exertions they reached the top, and instantly hastened to tho

nearest house to make known the situation of their fdlovv-

euft'erers. Eastington, the habitation of Mr. Garland, steward,

or agent, to the proprietors of the Purbeck quarries, was the

house at which they arrived. That gentleman immediately assem-

bled the workmen under his direction, and with the most zealous

humanity exerted every effort for the preservation of the sumying

part of the crew of the unfortunate ship.

Mr. Meriton had, by this time, almost reached the edge of the

precipice. A soldier who preceded him stood upon a small pro-

jecting rock, or stone, and upon the same stone Mr. Meriton had

Tastencd his hands to assist his progress. Just at this moment, the

quarrymen arrived, and seeing a man so nearly within their reach,

they dropped a rope, of which he immediately laid hold. By a

vigorous effort^ to avail himself of the advantage, he loosened the

Stone, which, giving way, Mr. Meriton must have been precipi-

tated to the bottom, had not a rope been lowered to him at the

instant, which he seized, while in the act of falling, and was safoly

drawn to the summit.

The fate of Mr. Brimer was peculiarly severe. He had been

married only nine days before the ship sailed, to the daughter of

Captain Norman, of the royal navy. He came on shore, as it has

been observed, with Mr. Rogers, and
?

like him, got up the side
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of flic cavern. Here ho remained till the morning, when lie

crawlod out
; a rope was thrown him, but he was either so

benumbed with the cold as to fasten it about him improperly, or

so agitated as to neglect to fasten it all. Whatever was tic -.ause,

the ('fleet proved fatal
;

at the moment of his supposed preserva-

tion, he fell from his stand, and was unfortunately dashed to pieces,

in the sight of those who could only lament the deplorable fate of

an amiable man and a skilful officer.

The method of affording help was remarkable, and did honour

to tho humanity and intrepidity of the quarrymen. The distance

from the top of the rock to the cavern, over which it projected,

was at least one hundred feet : ten of these formed a declivity to

the edge, and the remainder was perpendicular. On the very

brink of tliis precipice stood two daring fellows, with a rope tied

round them, and fastened above to a strong iron bar fixed into the

ground. Behind these, in like manner, ;<tood others, two and

two. A strong rope, likewise properly secured, passed between

them, by which the}' might hold and, support themselves from

falling. Another rope, with a 'noose ready fixed, was then let

down below the cavern, and the \\ind blowing hard, it was some-

times forced tinder the projecting rock, so that the sufferers could

reach it without crawling to the edge. Whoever laid hold of it

put the noose round his waist, and was drawn up with the utmost

are and caution by their intrepid deliverers.

In this attempt, however, many shared the fate of the unfortu-

nate Mr, Brimer. Unable, through cold, perturbation of mind,

weakness, or the inconvenience of the, station they occupied,
to avail themselves of the succour that was offered them, they

were precipitated from the stupendous cliff, and either uashed to

pieces on the rocks, or falling into the surge, perished iu the

waves.

Among these unhappy sufferers, the death of a drummer was

attended by circumstances of peculiar distress. Being either

v-ashcd off the rocks by the sea, or falling into the surf, he was

carried by the returning waves beyond the breakers. His utmost

efforts to regain them were ineffectual ;
he was drawn farther out

to sea, and being a remarkably good swimmer, continued to strug-

gle with the waves, in the view of his commiserating companions,
till his stronglh was exhausted, and he sunk, to rise no more!

It was late in the d:ty before all the survivors were carried to a,

place of safety, excepting William Trenton, a soldier, who
reraaiued ou his perilous stand till the morning of Saturday, th



455 .ACCOUNT OF THE

7th, exposed to the united horrors of extreme personal danger, and

the most acure disquietude of mind.

The surviving officers, seamen, and soldiers, being assembled at

the house of their benevolent deliverer, Mr. Garland, they were

mustered, and found to amount to 74, out of rather more than

240, which was nearly the number of the crew and passengers,

when she sailed through the Downs. Of the rest, it is supposed
that fifty or more sunk with the captain and the ladies in the

round-house, and that upwards of seventy reached the rocks, but

vcrc washed off or perished, in falling from the cliffs. All those

who reached the summit survived, excepting two or three, who

expired while being drawn up, and a black, who died a few hours

after he was brought to the house. Many, however, were so

miserably bruised, that their lives were doubtful, and it was a

considerable time before they perfectly recovered their strength.

The benevolence and generosity of the master of the Crown inn,

at Clandford, deserved the highest praise. When the distressed

soamen arrived at that town, he sent for them all to his house, and

having given them the refreshment of a comfortable dinner, he

presented each man with half a crown, to help him on his

journey.

ACCOUNT OF THE CAPTIVITY OF J. TURNER,
CHIEF MATE OF THE SHIP TAY,

Amongst the Ladroues ; accompanied by some Observations respecting
those Pirates.

WRITTEN BY HIMSELF,

And now first published.

the 13th of August, 1806, I sailed from Bombay, as first

mate of the Tay, country ship, bound for China, William

Greig, master ; and, after a tedious passage through the Mindora

sea, we arrived off St. John's, on the south coast of China. On
the day following (November 29) a fishing boat came off, to ask

if we wanted an outside pilot. Captain Grcig offered the fisher-

men 70 dollars, if they would attend with their boat and conduct

us to Macao roads
;

but they insisted on receiving 100, which

Captain Greig would not consent to give. Two of them had come

ea board ; and perceiving that we had only two guns, observed.
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ihat if the I/ld" rones knew our weak state, they would attack, and

no doubt carry us. We informed them, that though we had only

two carriage guns, wo had plenty of small arms. Soon afterwards

they went away, and stood towards St. John's.

We kept turning to windward, with light north-cast winds,

anchoring occasionally. On the 6th of December, being at anchor

about four miles west of the little Ladrone, a large junk stood

down from the northward right towards us. Captain G,reig,

looking at her through a glas", observed that she was a war junk,

but whether a Mandarin or Ladrone ho could not say. I was

afterwards well aware that she must have been the latter. At the

same time he gave orders for a gun to be loaded, and small arms to

be got on deck, which we fired, to see if they were in order. O".

this the junk hauled her wind, and stood to the north-west,
between the islands.

At six P.M. of the same day, weighed, with a light breeze, and

at nine P.M. came to an anchor, about one and a halt' or two miles

below Kow-how point. Captain Greig desired, as we were at

some distance from Macao, and the second mate rather unwell,
that I would at daylight in the morning get the cutter out, ami

make the best of my way to Macao, in order to get a pilot off as

soon as possible, and a coinpradorc, with provisions, of which we
were very short.

On the 7th, at sun-rise, I left the ship in the cutter with six

Lascars, having with us two muskets ;
and about half past seven,

A.M. hating pulled a little to windward of Kow-how point, came

to an anchor, to step the boat's masts. As there was a strong ebb

tide, we observed several vessels of different sizes coming from the

northward, which I imagined fo be fishernu-n, though I found

afterwards (hat they were Ladroncs ; one junk in particular

seemed to be coming from Macao, she bei-ig r<e.i some way inside

of Cabrita point. Having stepped the masts and weighed, we pulled
and sailed towards Macao v/ith a light breeze. ^V hen aoout two-

thirds of the distance between Kow-how and Cabrita point, the

junk afore-mentioned standing towards us as near to the wind as

she could, we observed a boat put off from alongside of her, and

pulling towards us. I thought it might be a compradore's boat;

but, on her coining closer, we observed (hat she wa-i '"'.ill of people.

I was loading a musket, as they fired a gun at us from their bow ;

and as we were pulling towards each other, we closed almost im-

mediately, when (hey b**rual us, stabbing one of the men in the

back, and one of them striking at me with his sword, 1 jumped

(HoI.XX. 3 N
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overboard to avoid the blow, but they soon after took me up; and

the tide having by this time set the boats alongside the junk, they
ordered us to go on board her. She mounted eight carriage guns,

six-pounders.

I was immediately plundered of all I had about me, and, by
the information of one of them who spoke a little English, I un-

derstood that we were prisoners to the Ladrones. They questioned

me very closely respecting the force of the ship ;
on which I

informed them, that she mounted twenty guns, larger than theirs,

and had one hundred and
fifty men. I cautioned the Lascars, if

questioned separately, to say the same ; as, had the single junk
attacked the Tay, she would infallibly have carried her ; for she

Jiad no other arms than the two guns before-mentioned, and six

muskets, two of which were in the boat with me ; and as to

ammunition, she had only eleven cartridges for the guns, and a

small quantity for the muskets.

They immediately bore up and stood down the Typa, two

other Ladrone junks having joined them. In about three hours

after, we came to an anchor at Lunpa-cow, where there were"

several others.

On the Sth it blew a heavy gale, and was remarkably cold.

I therefore desired the man who spoke a little English to inform

the captain of the junk, that I suffered much from the cold, and

would thank him to order the person who had taken my great coat

to return it,
which he did, and it was restored to me, stript,

however, of its buttons.

On the 9th 1 was sent on board the junk in which the ehief of

the flag resided, while the Lascars were kept on board the vessel

which captured us. The chief's junk mounted 10 guns, of which

two were long 18-pounders, the rest six and nine.

On the 10th, by the interpretation of a Malay, one of those

taken with me in the boat, who understood a little Chinese, I

learned that the Ladrones demanded 37000 dollars for our ransom;

upon which I wrote two letters for Canton, one to Messrs. Baring
and Co. who were agents for the shipr the other to Captain Greig,

informing then* of my unfortunate situation, and of the sum

demanded for our enlargement. These letters, I have every rea-

son to believe, the fishermen to whom they were intrusted

destroyed.
On the llth a Chinese came 011 board, who understood English..

He informed me that the Ladrones deu.nded 10,000 dollars for

our ransom ; which, if not given, they would murder us. Hk
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offered, if I would wr't: 1o Captain G. to pay him ten dollars, to

carry letters to Whampoa. I accordingly wrote again to Mr.

Baring, requesting his assistance.

On the 14th of December, an American was brought on board

who spoke the Moorish language. lie had been captured by them

about scTenteen months before, in a Portuguese brig, from Manilla

to Macao, in which he was a passenger. He, for the present,

partly relieved me from my apprehensions of being murdered, and

he remained on board till the 24th, when he was sent to look at

Borne wounded men in another junk, having before assisted in one

or two cures. On the loth we weighed and made sail, in com-

pany of about 70 sail of Ladrone vessels, and stood to the N.E.

between the islands. On the 28th we anchored at a place called,

by the Chinese, Wong-chong-chow, whore the Ladrones attacked

two places, defended by forts, neither of which they carried. 1

did not see the attack, as the junk of tlio chief of the flag seldom

or never fights, but when first attacked.

January 11, 1807. Three Ladrone junks came from Macao,
sent by the man who had captured us, to bring me to him; saying

that the Mandarins Mould pay the ransom, they having now-

raised it to 30,000 dollars, which I at first could scarcely give cre-

dit to. On the 13th I arrived on board the other junk, where 1

was more certainly informed that .J0,000 dollars were insisted on.

They also alleged, that it was not the English who were to pay
this sum, but the Mandarins, by order of the Viceroy of Canton

;

and they informed me, (hat four men belonging to the Mandarins

of Macao had been with them, inquiring how much they wanted,

asking where I was, and saying that the. Mandarins would pay our

ransom. They were told that the above-mentioned sum as

requisite, and that I AVUS on board a junk to the eastward. These

men desired I might be sent for. and promised to bring the sum

required. The truth of these circumstances was confirmed to me

by the Armenian. The Ladrones captain then ordered, that I

should write to tho Mandarins, and (<!! them, that if the ransom

did not come in throe days, he would murder us all.

Not knowing how to address them, 1 wrote to Mr. Drummoml,

informing him of the above particulars, requesting that, should

what I had heard be true, he would be good enough to use his

influence with the Mandarins to hasten our relief. I added, that

I had no other hopes, unless the Honourable Company took pity

on my unfortunate situation ;
and that. 1 was continually threat-

ened with death. Mr. Drurnmoud could not have received this
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letter, having left China before it was written, and I know not

whether it fell into tin- hands of any other gentleman.

Amongst the captures which were made daily, there was taken

on the 18th a small Mandarin boat, with four men in her, one of

who'.Vi was brought aboard the junk that I was in. Their cruelty

to him, as also to another whom I shall mention hereafter, made
an indelible impression on my mind. He was nailed to the deck,

through his feet, with large nails
; then beaten with four rattans

twisted together, till he vomited blood ; and, after remaining for

some time in that state, he was taken on shore arid cut to
pieces.

The other, I believe, was treated in a similar manner.

On the 19th I received a letter from Captain Greig, dated 28th.

December, informing me that 5.00 dollars were offered for our

ransom, and that if the Ladrones refused to deliver us up, ven-

geance would be taken on them. Captain G.'-s letter was accom-

panied by one addressed to J. W. Roberts, Esq. desiring him to

pay the sum, on our being brought to Macao. I informed the

Ladrones of what wras offered by my commander, who had sailed

by this time, and that I had no money of my own
;
but they still

continued to think that the Mandarins would release us. For my
own p#rt I much doubted it, and wrote by the bearer of the fore-

going to Mr. Roberts, desiring that he would be good enough to

answer my letter, and inform me of the truth of what I had heard

concerning the Mandarins; requesting, should it not be true, that

lie would inform Mr. Drtunmond, that the threat which had been,

used against them was productive of no oilier effect than their

threatening to murder us. Should such vengeance be attempted as

this was the case, I therefore begged that no force might be sent:

but that I might be left to my wretched fate, until 1 could either

make my escape^ or receive assistance from England ; requesting,

however, that a few clothes might be sent to me, as I suffered

much from cold.

Shortly after, there came another man from the Mandarins,

offering, as I was told, the sum of 5,000 dollars for our iaiisom,

which they refused, .insisting now on 25,000, besides other things.

The next day a Canton chop-boat was taken, in which were

twenty two passengers, going to Macao, several of whom spoke

English. \Vith one of them, named Afoo, an intelligent man, I

soon formed a friendship, which afforded me no small consolation

during the rest of my captivity. Sometimes we could bewail

together our hard fate, which had thrown us into the hands of

cruel pirates ; at others, encourage each other with hopes of

obtaining our release.
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The Ladroncs now passed over to WoQg*ehaog.obow to keep
their new year. The Armenian bogged to be sent to the junk
that he was before on board of, which they complied with, as he

jhad cured tho-e who were either slightly wounded or had sores ;

for which service, he not only received fio recompense, but wa*

even worse treated than before.

On the 7th or 8th of February, at the desire of Afoo, I wrote

a letter to Mr. Beale, requesting lie -would be good enough to lend

him the sum of 200 dollars, (o complete the amount demanded for

his ransom ;
at the same, time informing him of my own distressed

situation, beseeching him to make it known to my countrymen,
and to receive whatever they might think proper to contribute for

my relief; in doing which he -would lay me under infinite obli-

gation^
After passing a few days of the new year at Wong-chong-chovr,

we left it to go near Macao. Nothing particular happened lor

some time, except that the Ladroncs often wished me to write to

xhe' British gentlemen at Macao and Canton, requesting their

assistance. I always informed them that I was unacquainted with

nny of them, never having been at China before. They threatened,

if f did not got released shortly, that they would put me to a cruel

death, unless I assisted them in working their gnus. Of this I

constantly void them I never knew any thing, as I belonged to a

merchantman, and not to a ship of \var. They persisted, however,
in asserting that this could not be tlm cise. Here I must not neg-

lect to mention the kind treatment that Afoo and myself expe.

rienced from the purser of the junk in which we were. Tin's man

had been taken by the Ladroncs about three years before, and

not having money to ransom himself, accepted of the. situation

which he then held, in hopes one day or other to obtain his

enlargement.
'

He Often united us to come and sit in his cabin ;

and one evening, when we were all three together, talking about

our unfortunate situation, we swore to each other, that the one

who might lirstget released, should use every exertion in his power
to procure the release of the others. Afoo was the fortunate, man,

having, by tlu- generous assistance of Mr. Beale, completed the sum

required for his freedom, which he obtained on the '2^d of

February, having been just a month in the hands of the Ladrones.

He repeated his assurances of making every possible effort for my
enlargement; and I embraced this opportunity of writing to

the British gentlemen, of Cantou and Macao, soliciting tlieir

assistance.
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About this time the Ladrone captain who had captured me left

the vessel he was in, to take the command of another and smaller,

which arose from the following circumstance : on board a small

vessel, two men had been laying a plan to run away ; but, being

overheard, and information having been given to the captain, they
were immediately flogged and put in irons. He then brought
them on board the chief of the squadron (who was the captain just

alluded to), desiring that they might be put to death. This the

chief would not allow ; on which the captain and sonic of the

people of the small junk got their arms, and insisted that their

request should be complied with. The chief still refusing, an

affray began, when the captain and his people were driven to their

boat, and one or two of them were wounded. The captain was

obliged to leave the Ladroncs ; and the chief, on consulting their

gods, respecting a successor to him, found himself called upon to

give up his own vessel, and to take the command of the small one,

which was done accordingly.

March 1. I received a letter from Afoo, with some clothes,

which were sent by Mr. Bcale
; but, before I had time to acknow-

ledge the receipt of them, the Laclrones got under weigh and stood

to the south-west, passing at a short distance two or three hundred

sail of Mandarins and salt-boats coming from the westward ; and

in two or three days we arrived where several other Ladrono

Tessels were lying. Here they hauled (heir vessels on shore, and

cleaned their bottoms. I was on siiore at this place about an

hour, for the first time since I had been taken prisoner.

At this place a man was put to death, with circumstances (as I

was told) of peculiar horror. Being fixed upright, his bowels

were cut open, and his heart was taken out, which (hey afterwards

soaked in spirits, and ate. The dead body I saw myself. J am
well assured that this shocking treatment is frequently practised in

the case of persons who, having annoyed the Laclrones in any par-

ticular manner, fall into their hands.

From this place we sailed to Tylio, where I was ordered on

board the small junk which was commanded by the chief of the.

squadron. We saifed thence, in company with five jnnks, leaving

several others lying there ; three days alter which tliey joined us,

and 1 was informed by the Lascars, that they had fallen iu with

some Mandarin vessels, had engaged them, and taken a small one,

which they burnt, having thrown every person overboard. We
now kept beating to the north-east, between the islands, and the

next day again parted, company.
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One evening, about sunset, we saw two Chin-chew junks, to

which they gave chase. The force of the Ladrones being four large
and three small vessels, they attacked the first one they came up
with

;
and after some time, finding that she was too heavy for

them, they took the guns out of one of the small vessels, and con-

verted her into a fire-ship. They laid her alongside the Chin,

chow junks to windward, and set fire to the train, in doing which
one of the Ladrones was much injured. She burnt very well;

but as there was very little wind, and as the junk's main-sail was

on the opposite side, there was nothing that could take fire except
the hull. In about ten minutes they got her shoved off, which th

Ladrones perceiving, gave the junk a few more shot, and stood

from her.

Two days after, as we were lying between the islands, in com-

pany with three other Ladrone vessels, we saw in the forenoon

several Mandarin junks making all sail towards us. We imme-

diately got under weigh, and ran to the south-west, the Mandarin

pursuing us, with a force consisting of 22 large junks. In the

evening we fell in with fourteen sail, large and small, of the

Ladrones, and came to an anchor at the back of an island. The
next morning wo got under weigh, and stood to the north-east.

At about eight A.M. saw the Mandarins at anchor inshore of us.

They shortly after got under weigh, and though much superior in

force to the Ladrones, they never attempted to approach them.

The Ladrones turned to windward three leagues off, while the

Mandarins were close in shore ; the former appearing neither to

seek an engagement nor to avoid one. About four P.M. th

Mandarins still continued outside.

Shortly after this, the purser before-mentioned having informed

me that he believed 3 or 4,000 dollars would be accepted for my
ransom, I wrote to Mr. Beale to that purport; having received

two or three encouraging letters from him during my confinement.

The next day the purser left the Ladrones, having obtained his

release by a plan which had been concerted between him and

Afoo.

On the 22d of April, Afoo came to the Ladrone junk in which

I was, and informed me that he had been with the chief of the

flag, from whom he had a pass for three months, and that he had

been endeavouring to induce him to lessen the sum demanded for

our ransom, which I believe was of considerable advantage. After

treating some time with the chief of the squadron by who^e boat

I was tiikeu. it was at length agreed that -,500 dollars should be
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given. Afoo then left us to return to Macao, having first oLtafnen

a pass to secure the above sum, while, bringing it, from being taker!

by any other Ladrones.

April 28, in the morning, when lying at Lunpachou, news wa$

brought that several Mandarin vessels were coming. The Ladronea

Immediately got under1

weigh, when one of the captains hailed the

junk I was dh board of, saying, we are equal to them in forre, and

surely therefore will not run. Immediately the Ladrones put about

and stood towards the Mandarins. The force of the former Avaa

eight largo and ten small : of the Tatter, ten large and fire smalli

The Mandarins shewed no disposition to wait for them, but made

all possible sail id get invay, which they e 'leered, though not by
their superior sailing, for the Ladrones, when within muskef shot

Of the rear, gave up the chase, in consequence of their observing,

on rounding a point, a Portuguese frigate at anchor, two miles

distant.

The Ladrones now made sail to the eastward, and arrived at

Wong-chong-chow in three days. On the 9th of May, a Chinese,

who had been despatched by Afoo, came to the Ladrones, telling

them there was an English ship lying off Sam-cock, which had the

money on board, and that if they would carry us there, and anchor

in sight, the sum demanded for our ransom would be sent. We
were then put into another junk, with two others to accompany

her, and proceeded to Sam-cock. I was at this time informed that

one of the Lascars had made his escape a few days before. On
our arrival there, we saw nothing of the ship. The Chinese who
had come to the Ladrones, went to Macao, thinking that the ship

might have gone thither, as it was dirty Aveather. Next morning
the Ladrones stood towards Macao, to try if they could perceive

the ship ; but, on observing twenty-five sail of Mandarin junks,

they made sail towards Wong-chong-chow, at which jjlace they
'arrived the next morning, and we were welcomed on our return,
with, the promise of having our heads cut off. .

On the 1 1st a letter was brought me from Captain Ross, inform-

ing me that he had the money on board for our ransom, and

wishing to know where we were to be had, or at what place we
should stay. Of this I informed the Ladrone chief, who s:iid he

would send us the next morning, and allowed one of the Lascars

to go with a letter to Captain Ross, telling him that one of the

Ladrones would anchor in sight of him, and fire, a gun ; when, if

he would send his boat with the money, the Ladrones would let us

go. At midnight, myself and the remaining Lascars were sent
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kway, with five vessels in company, and the next forenoon arrived

in sight of the Hon. Company's cruisers, Discovery and Antelope,

when one of the Laclroae row-boats -went to make the signal.

Shortly after, a fishing-boat brought a letter from Captain Ross,

saying he perceived the signal, and would immediately despatch the

jolly-boat with the money ;
of which I informed the Ladrones,

desiring they would go nearer the ship. They then put us into a

smaller vessel for that purpose. I observed that the Discovery had

despatched her boat, but as she was pulling towards us, another

Ladrone, that was out on a cruise, passed between the vessel I was

iu and the Discovery's boat, at which she fired two shots, and

despatched a row-boat in chase of her. l)pon this the Discovery's
boat put about, and pulled towards the ship, fearing some trea-

chery ; but, on their :,aking a signal from the vessel I was in, the

other left off chasing, and bore down to us. The fisherman who

brought me the letter having overtaken the jolly-boat, he accom-

panied her to the Ladrones with the ransom, which, having taken

out and counted, they let us go. One of their row-boats was
sent part of the way with us, to prevent our being molested by
any other Ladrone vessels; and about three, P.M. of the 22d of

May., I arrived on board the Hon. Company's cruiser, Discovery,
where I was sincerely Congratulated on my happy deliverance.

During my captivity of five months and a half, I Mras fortunate

enough to enjoy tolerable health, notwithstanding the inconvenicn-

cies to which 1 was subjected.

My fare was the same as that of the common Chinese, con-

sisting for the most part of coarse red rice, with a little salt fish.

In vessels so crowded as the Ladrone boats generally are, the

accommodations may easily be conceived to be wretched, an incon-

venience which I felt severely. At night, the space allowed me to

sleep in was never more than about eighteen inches wide, and four

feet long; and, if at any time 1 happened to extend my contracted

limbs beyond their limits, I was sure to be reminded of my mistake

by a blow or kick.

For the first few days after being ta^cn I was used kindly ; but

afterwards my treatment was very indifferent. Several times have

I been struck and kicked by the lowest of the Ladrones, while

useless expostulation was all 1 could oppose in my defence. Often

was I threatened with cruel death, till at last their threats almost

failed to intimidate me ; though I was well aware that I had

nothing to hope, either from the justice or mercy of those unprin

viplcd robbers.

. Cfctcn. (Hoi. XX. 3 o
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I cannot describe what were my feelings during my captivity ;

and it is scarcely possible for any to conceive them, but those

who have been in similar unfortunate circumstances. Even >vhen

I expected daily to be ransomed, I was under the most dreadful

apprehensions that some treachery, on the part of the Ladrones,

might render useless the efforts of those who had interested them-

selves for my liberation, and perpetuate my confinement amongst
those pirates. But I shall quit this painful recollection, to

acknowledge the obligations which I lie under to those gentlemen,

by whose exertions my release was happily procured, and for

which I shall ever feel most grateful.

I shall now proceed to make a few remarks, respecting the

force, discipline, &c. of the Ladrones, so far as they came within

aiy observation during my confinement amongst them.

1st. Numbers, and Force.

The total number of vessels engaged in acts of piracy on the

south coast of China, and which are known to Europeans by the

name of Ladrones, is, as nearly as I can conjecture, between five

and six hundred sail. These are of different sizes : the largest may
be about 200 tons burthen, the smallest do not exceed 15; but

the greatest part are from 70 to 150 tons. Like other Chinese

vessels, their draught of water is much less than the generality of

Europeans of the same burden. As they have not been built on

purpose by the pirates themselves, but are vessels which from time

to time have fallen into their hands, there is nothing in their con-

struction or appearance to distinguish them from the Chinese

trading vessels.

The largest carry twelve guns, from six to twelve-pounders, and

some of them have even a few eighteen-pounders. The rest carry

metal according to their size, besides long wall pieces, with metal

locks ; pikes, with bamboo shafts, from fourteen to eighteen feet

long, which they throw at a distance, like javelins ; also shorter

ones, with shafts of solid wood, the iron part similar to the blade

of a dirk slightly recurved, aad made sharp on one or both edges :

these they keep in their hands for fighting at close quarters, for

which they also use short swords, scarcely exceeding eighteen

inches in length. Like the guns of the Chinese forts and vessels,

those of the Ladrones are mounted on carriages without trucks,

kaving neither breechings nor tackles ; and being all run out right
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a-bcara, never pointed fore and aft, they aro obliged, in making
an attack, to wear the vessel, in order to bring the guns to bear

on the object ; a man standing behind with a match, ready to fire

as soon as he has a good aim : the guns are previously elevated

or depressed, according to the distance. Having in this way fired

their broadside, they haul off to reload.

The number of men in each vessel is generally considerable

for its size. The largest have upwards of one hundred : few,
even of the smallest, have Irss than thirty. If we average the whole

at fifty men, and reckon the number of vessels at five hundred,
neither of which suppositions I think exceeds the truth, the total

number of these pirates will amount to 25,000 men.

Independent of the force above-mentioned, several of the vessels

have a row-boat belonging to them, mounting from six to ten wall

pieces and swivels
;

also well armed with boarding pikes and

swords
; and, according to their sizes, carrying from eighteen to

thirty men. These are rigged with one or two masts and sails like

other Chinese boats, and pull down from fourteen to twenty oars.

They arc more particularly employed in going close along shore at

night, plundering and destroying villages and farms, that do not

pay them tribute, and carrying off such of the inhabitants as fall

into their hands.

They chiefly infest the mouths of the rivers, Macao, and such

places as have small trading boats. They generally leave tlie large

vessels an hour or two before sun-set, and return about noon on

the following day ; though they are sometimes absent two or three

days ; lying at anchor during the day, so as not to be seen by those

on whom they intend to make their depredations. At dusk they
issue forth and plunder whatever falls in their way. Sometimes,
when unsuccessful, they go on the sides or tops of the hills, and,

on perceiving any boat or vessel, which they think they are able to

manage, immediately give chase to it.

The Ladrones arc abundantly supplied with shot from Macao

and Whampoa, stolen, I suppose, by the Chinese, from the forts

and shipping at those places, and brought by them for sale. I have

seen so many eighteen-pound shot brought that they were refused;

and which I had every reason to believe came from Whampoa.
When at close quarters, they frequently use nails, the fragments of

iron pots, &c. which supply the place of grape and cannister. Of

powder, of Chinese manufacture, they readily procure what they
want from different places.

Their numbers are kept up, and eten considerably augmented,
5
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partly by such of their captives as are unable to ransom them-

selves, and partly by Chinese, who come daily from different parts

Of the coast to join them. It will hardly be credited, how great the

number is of this latter description. I have frequently seen from

five to ten come at one time, and on one occasion upwards of

thirty. Some of these were, doubtless, vagabonds, instigated by

poverty and idleness to embrace this criminal mode of life ; but

many were men of decent appearance, and some of them brought

money with them. The only reason I ever heard them assign for

their conduct, was, that the Mandarins of their district were

unjust, and that they came there to avoid their oppression. These

men are at liberty, I believe, to leave the Ladrones whenever they

choose; as several went away after behv only a month or two

with them. At one time they used to come and go in such quick

succession, that the chief whom I was with refused to allow any to

join him, unless they agreed to stop eight or nine months, at the

end of which time they were to be at liberty to go or stay. Great

numbers, however, remafn for years ; and it is on them that the

command of the vessels devolve.

2rf. Discipline and Division?.

The whole body of Ladrone vessels that I have seen are under

the command of five chiefs, who are independent of each other ;

the vessels under each chief being distinguished by a particular flag

at the foremast-head

The division by which I was captured had a red triangular flag,

with a white scolloped border.

A second division has a black triangular flag, with a white

scolloped border.

A third division has a red square flag, without any border.

A fourth is distinguished by a red triangular flag, with a plain

yellow border ; and a fifth by a square flag, blue and white

horizontally.

The two first divisions generally cruise amongst the islands on

the coast, from Tyho eastward. The three others keep more to

the westward, though at times even they go to the eastward of

Macao.

The division bearing the red flag, with a white border, is at pre

sent much superior in force to any of the others.

Each vessel has a captain, who directs in a general way all the.

operations on board, and whose authority is sufficiently respected

by the crew. The management of the sails, and steerage of the
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Tcssel, arc iutrtistcil to two or more experienced hands, -whose

orders on those points are attended to and executed by the others.

Under them are three or fonr men similar to our boatswain's mates,

whose business it is to keep the people on deck and at their

duty.

During the time of action or chase, the captain takes a more

active part, and directs all the movements. In every vessel there

is a certain proportion of men of approved courage and
fidelity,

who have voluntarily joined the Ladrones. These fire the guns,

and are the most forward in all hazardous enterprises. Should the

captain fall, one of these generally takes the command. I never

saw any of the crew flogged or beaten in a Ladrone boat, though
I have seen them put in irons.

The captain is generally better dressed than the common

Ladrones. He also fares somewhat better, and the officers or

assistants mentioned above, are some of them partakers of his

meals.

Each division is formed into several squadrons, commanded by an

inferior chief, by whom the captains of the different vessels are

generally appointed, and from whom they receive their orders.

He is himself responsible for his conduct to the chief of his

division. Sometimes the whole of the squadron* join their forces,

and frequently only a few vessels sail in company, according to

the force which they expect to meet.

3d. Nature of their Depredations, and Treatment of Prisoners.

All vessels which frequent the coasts of China are liable to be

attacked by them, excepting such as, by paying a tribute to one

of the Ladrone chiefs, have obtained a pass, which is respected I

believe by all the other divisions. Numbers of fishing boats, and

of the country merchant vessels, avail themselves of these protec-

tions.

The farms and villages upon the coast, which have no fort in

their neighbourhood, are equally subject to the depredations of the

Ladrones ; and their inhabitants are for the most part glad to

compound for their safety, by paying a tribute.

This tribute is collected from the villages every si.t months ;

from the boats annually ; and the sums obtained in this way must

be considerable. As a proof how far these passes are respected,

it may be mentioned, that the commander of a squadron having

plundered and detained a fishing boat that had a pass, the matter

ya represented to the chief of the division, and the commander
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was obliged not only to give up the boat to its owner, but to pay
him five hundred dollars for the detention and losses which he had

suffered-

Jf a vessel which they capture happens to have made resistance,

they in general murder some of the crew, and cruelly treat the

rest. If she has made no resistance, but they suspect the crew of

having destroyed or secreted any thing, though none are mur-

dered, they are very severely punished. In other cases they are

satisfied with the plunder and detention of the vessel and crew.

The punishment above alluded to is inflicted in the following

cruel manner : the unhappy subject, having been first stript of all

but his trowsers, has his hands tied together behind his back ; a

rope passing from the mast head, is then made fast to his joined

hands, by which he is hoisted from the deck ; and, while thus sus-

pended, repeated stripes are inflicted on every part of his body,
with a rod formed of two or three, rattans twisted together.

Blood frequently follows the stripes, and in some cases the

miserable sufferer is left suspended by his hands for upwards of an.

hour.

When any of the Mandarin boats unfortunately fall into their

hands, the persons belonging to them are most cruelly butchered,

of which an instance has been given in the narrative.

All the prisoners whom they take, who are possessed of any

funds, are expected to ransom themselves. The ransom de-

manded is generally as much as they suppose the person can

raise, either from his own fortune, or by the assistance of his

friends. I know of no instance in which, the ransom agreed upon

having been brought, the persoa was not given up. Should those

who are supposed capable of paying for their release refuse to do

so, they infalliby expose themselves to the cruel treatment above-

mentioned.

Those who are unable to ransom themselves are detained, and

obliged to assist in working the vessels and other duties. They are

never allowed to go ashore, even for water, without some of the

Ladrones voluntarily accompanying them armed. Notwithstand-

ing these precautions, they at times make their escape ; but, if

retaken, are most severely treated, or perhaps put to death. I

have understood, that at the end of four or five years, they obtain

their release, if they wish it, but the habits they have acquired, or

their dread of being recognised as Ladrones, prevent the greater

part from returning to their former occupations.

With respect to the women who fall into their hands
?
the hand-
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lomcst arc reserved by them for wives and concubines ; the chiefs

and captains having frequently three or more, the others seldom

more than one ; and, having once made choice of a wife, they arc

obliged to be constant to her, no promiscuous intercourse being

allowed amongst them. But the greater part of the crew are

satisfied without women. A few are ransomed, and the most

homely returned on shore.

Children taken are generally detained and brought up as ser-

vants, &c.

4th. Division of Plunder, $c.

When a vessel is taken, and the owners do not ransom her,

which is sometimes the case, both vessel and cargo are destroyed,
if not wanted by the captors ; but in general the best vessels are

kept and armed as Ladrones. The cargo, when of use to them,
is distributed amongst the ships of the squadron ; and it is in this

way that they are partly supplied with necessaries. Whatever

money is found in their prizes, is brought to the commander of the

squadron, as also the sums received for the ransom of the pri-

soners and goods.

Of this a trifle is given to the immediate captors ; part is reserved

to purchase provisions, and other supplies, according as they are

wanted for the use of the squadron ; and a certain proportion,

though I know not what, is paid to the chief of the division.

From this source, and that of the tributes formerly mentioned,

there is generally a large quantity of specie aboard the vessels of

the chiefs. I have been told from fifty to one hundred thousand

dollars. Out of this they supply such squadrons as may have been

unsuccessful in their cruises.

The Ladrones find not the least difficulty in procuring supplies

of provisions, and all other necessaries, on every part of the coast,

for which they pay honourably. The fishermen are generally the

bearer of these supplies.

If the Ladrones are not endowed with that desperate valour,
which is the characteristic of many other pirates, they are by no

means devoid of courage ;
as I have repeatedly seen them stand

very well during an attack. 1 was told indeed by an Armenian,
and some Portuguese, who had seen more of them than I had, that

they are apt to llinch when wounded. I have heard themselves

declare, that they were not afraid of an attack either from the

Chinese government, or any other ; and that nothing would give

them greater pleasure, than to meet with the Mandarin junks, at
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a distance from Macao, on nearly equal terms. As an instance

ho\v well they will defend themselves if hard pushed, I may men-

tion that a Ladrone fell in with four Mandarin junks, all larger

than herself, which, after an engagement of some time, she beat

off, having one man killed and two wounded.

I have heard them also assert, that some time or other, when

there might be no foreign ships at Whampoa. they would make an

attack on Canton ; and, should the Portuguese cruisers oppose
their design, that they would burn them. Whether this was bra-

vado or not, I do not pretend to say ; but it is certain that they

go amongst all the islands, singly, and in small bodies, without

fear or molestation.

In the foregoing account, I am sensible that I may have touched

on some points with which the gentlemen resident in China are

much better acquainted than I can possibly be ; but I thought it

better to run the risk of stating some facts which may be already

known, than to withhold any which are not.

J. TURNER,
Chief Mute of the Ship Tay.

PLATE CCLXXII.

THE
annexed view of Roseau, or Charlotte Town, in the

island of Dominica, is from a drawing of Mr. Pocock-

Dominica was discovered by Columbus, in the year 1403, who

gare it that name, from the circumstance of having first seen it on

a Sunday. It is situate between Guadaloupe and Martinico ;
in

longitude 60 deg. 23 min. west of Greenwich, latitude 15 deg.

32 min. north. It was taken from the French, in the year 1759,

and was confirmed to Great Britain, by the peace of Paris, in

1763. It was retaken by the French
,

iu 1778, but restored to

England in 1783.

The town of Roseau the most distinguished place on the island,

is situated on a spacious harbour, on the western coast, sixteen

miles south from Portsmouth, the next principal town. At the

commencement of the American war, Dominica was in a particu-

larly nourishing state ; and the port of Roseau, having been

declared a free port by act of Parliament, was resorted to by trading

Tessels from most parts of the West Indies, as well as from America.

Lying between the principal French islands, its situation is re-

markably favourable for trade.
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On the 20th of February, 1805, the French rear-admiral,

Missiessi, appeared off Roseau ; and, on the following day, he

effected a landing. General PreTost, the English commander, with

the small number of troops which were in the island, obstinately

opposed the progress of the enemy,* and it was not till they had

landed 4,000 troops, that they could gain an inch of ground. The

town of Roseau was set on fire, and compelled to capitulate ;

General Prevost retiring to the strong position of St. Rupert,
where he made arrangements for a vigorous defence. He was

there summoned to surrender, but refused ; and, on the 27th of

the month, after levying a contribution on Roseau, the enemy re-

imbarked, and left the island, in the attack of which they had lost

upwards of 300 officers and men. The loss of the English regulars,

in killed, wounded, and prisoners, amounted to 50, exclusively of

the militia, who suffered considerably.

The following year, Roseau, and the whole island, experienced

a dreadful calamity, by a hurricane, which, spreading universal

devastation, occasioned the death of nearly a hundred and fifty

persons, t

NAVAL LITERATURE.

Memoirs of JOSIAS ROGERS, Esq. late Commander ofhis Majesty
1
s

Ship Quebec. By the Reverend Mr. W. GILPIN, Dedicated

to Sir ANDREW S. HAMOND, Bart. 1808.

(Concluded from page 403.)

"KjLTTR. GILPIN, in many parts of this volume, independently
-LV-H. of jf interest and merit, evidently shews, that he had not

sufficiently studied the niceties of the naval character in general ;

which has occasioned the insertion of some passages, that might

Otherwise have been omitted. These, however, are but few, and

take but little from the general merit of the volume. He is also not

sufficiently attentive to the frequent insertion of dates. In our former

remark, we inserted the greater part of the shipwreck of Mr.

Rogers, in 1776, in the armed tender, which had been sent by Cap.
tain A. S. Hamond to surprise Lewestown in America. Notwith-

standing the length of our extract, it was impossible, and would

* Vide NAVAL CHRONICLE, Vol. XIII. p. 326. + Ibid. Vol. XVI. p. 437

,ato. Cfrromflrt. XX. Sr
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have been unfair, to give the whole series of uncommon adventures

which Mr. Rogers experienced. We left him under considerable

hopes of recovering his liberty from an unexpected circumstance

which had taken place. This arose from a proffer of assistance

by an bfiicer of the name of Davis, who had served under General

Washington, and then lived at Alexandria, and had originally been

of a worthless character. He, however, faithfully assisted them

with a boat, to cross the Powtomack, on which Alexandria stands,

and procured them a disguise. During their subsequent perilous

adventures, Mr. Goodrich was lost in their journey through the

swamps and forests. On finding, afterwards, that a price had been

actually set on their heads, Davis became much alarmed, and took

the first opportunity to desert them ;
and they had but little

doubt that he would take the first opportunity to betray them, if

he could turn it to any advantage. With the first hour of dark-

ness, therefore, they slunk off, and got into a large swamp.

After being three days in great jeopardy, and without food, in

this retreat on a creek of the Potomack, they escaped, through

the enterprise of Mr. Rogers, to one of the points at the entrance

of that river, and, after many hardships, at last reached their own

ship, the Roebuck, Captain Ilamond, lying in the Delaware.

The following extract is taken from page 61 :

" In 1783 a peace was signed ; but before the year expired, Captain

Rogers was commissioned, and sent in the Speedy sloop into the North

Seas, to check the smugglers, who had become very daring on those coasts.

Yarmouth was his station
;
where he, and a tender that was allowed him,

always lay, when he was not at sea. In this service, as in all others, he

was very active; and, during the two or three years he contiiraed on this

station, he took nineteen sail of smuggling vessels ; and very much broke

the haunts of that lawless tribe, who had become very audacious after the

peace.
" When his ship was in port, he often went on shore and lived in a little

cottage, which he bought near Yarmouth. Here he was engaged in a sin-

gular adventure. The Duke of Clarence, then Prince William, was, at

that time, in those seas, as a midshipman on board the Hebe. He often

met Cuptain Rogers, formed a great attachment to him, and used frequently

to visit him in his cottage. Here he one day persuaded Captain Rogers to

make a little excursion with him into the country to see a race. They had

neither horses to carry them, nor servants to attend them; but hired, as

the prince proposed, two hackney horses at Yarmouth, and went alone.

Before they got to the race-ground, the prince's horse fell. The prince was
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thrown off, and received a very violent shock. Captain Rogers saw no

signs of life in him; and believed he was dead. Greatly distressed, lie

took the prince up in his arms, and carried him by main strength to the

nearest cottage, where he laid him on such a bed as he could procure. He

was blooded as soon as any assistance could be had
; but it was sometime

before he came perfectly to himself. As he lay upon the bed, pale and

languid, his flaxen hair discomposed, and tumbled about his face, a report

spread in the neighbourhood that he was a young lady going off with her

lover to Scotland, which entertained the prince much when he recovered.

The old woman who inhabited the cottage, on finding her mistake, and

knowing the guest she had received, shewed the bed on wkicli the prince

lay to all the country, who came to see it at a penny a head : and while the

novelty lasted, she turned it into a comfortable living. The prince

expressed great gratitude to Captain Rogers, for the care and attention he

had shewn him on this occasion, and sent him his bust as a token of his

friendship.
" Trifles in so spirited a life as that of Captain Rogers, often become

incidents worth recording. During his slay at Yarmouth, a circumstance

happened, which shewed in a stron<j light, lii.-> intrepidity, promptitude, and

presence of mind, lie wa<- passing in an open boat along some part of the

coast, when the wind changing, the boat was driven violently towards the

shore, where it was received by a raging surf. The seamen, spent with

exertions to get out of it, dropt thi-ir oars in despair; and, folding their

arms, sat expecting every moment to bo ingnlfed. Captain Rogers, seeing

ail given up, leaped upon one of the benches, and drawing his sword, he

brandished it over them, crying out,
'

]l'/nif a base, ihiii" it if to be drowned

like </.$. I'l.i'crt yourselves oftiee more like. ?>/cn.' lie did not threaten them

in the least; but the suddenness of his manner, not giving them time to

consider what lie intended to do, they grasped their oarsagain, and backing
tiiem witli all their might, pulled the boat out of danger.
" On another occasion, while he was stationed at Yarmouth, he shewed

the *amc daring and commanding spirit. One of his men had deserted ;

and two of his officers running after him, seized him. But the populace,
who had a feeling for smugglers, rose in a body, wounded the officers, and

rescued the deserter, whom they were carrying oft" in triumph. Captain

Rogers was dancing at an assembly, when the account of this triumph was

brought him. He instantly sei/.ed his sword, and with it drawn in his hand,

flew out among the populace without his hat. He injured nobody ; hut,

merely by his commanding spirit, he awed the mob, andUeized the deserter.

He went immediately to the mayor's house, whither they followed him.

The mayor not curing to venture into such a tumult, Captain Rogers, in t!:e

king's name, insisted upon his coming out, and doing his duty, in dispersing

the mob, which at hut was eUti:lcd, uud Captain Rogers, curried off the

deserter to his ship."

Extract from page 151 :

West Indies, 1794 " As soon as Captain Rogers had obtained leave of

Admiral Caldwcll to return home tor the recovery of his health, oue of his,
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first thoughts was to gratify his crew. He went out, therefore, upon the

quarter-deck, and calling them together,
' My lads,' said he,

' I have the

pleasant news to tell you, that the admiral has given us all leave to go
home. The packet is just going to sail, and I thought you would all be

glad to tell your mothers, wives, and sweethearts the happy news. But as

paper is not so easy to he had here as in England, I have brought some out.

Here, each of you who wishes to write, take a sheet; and bring me your

letters, and I will take care of them.*
" But though his health was in a very declining condition, he thought it

necessary, before he returned to England, to settle a very disagreeable

affair which he had upon his hands, with regard to some prizes he had

taken. It hath been mentioned,* that before Sir John Jervis sailed from

Barbadoes to the attack of Martinico, he sent out his frigates to scour those

seas, and take all the vessels that were carrying provisions, or stores of any

kind, to any of the French islands. Many of them were taken ; and Cap-
tain Rogers, having been very successful, had captured nine himself. And
when he brought them into Barbadoes, he estimated that his own share in

these prizes would amount to ten thousand pounds. They were not
>

however, yet condemned. The legality of these captures had now been

examined at St. Vincent's. Most of them were American ships ;
and how

far justice, or how far the ascendency of the American merchants prevailed,

was uncertain : the event, however, was, that out of his nine prizes, Captain

Rogers was allowed only three. So that, when he had paid all his law

expenses, which amounted to upwards of three thousand pounds, he round

himself very little in pocket. He bore the loss, however, with n magnanin

jnity which was above complaint. Other people, however, thought it hard,

that he should have been ordered to take these ships, which were all laden

with stores, or provisions, and yet should not have been supported in his

claim, or at least indemnified by government for the expenses he had

incurred. He went, however, to St. Vincent's, to settle all this troublesome

business, and to tee what he had lost, and what he had left.

" He had scarce anchored in the bay, and was dressing himself to go on

shore, when he received an express from the government of Grenada,

informing him that the French had landed ;
that great bodies of the negroes

were in rebellion, that the whole island was in confusion, and they begged
his assistance as speedily as possible.
" His health his business every thing of private concern, immediately

gave way : he instantly weighed anchor, and set sail for Grenada, where he

arrived on the 6th of March, 1795, and was received by the terrified inha-

bitants as a guardian angel. He new heard the true situation of the island.

Ever since the French had been in possession of Guadalonpe, they had been

exciting insurrections in the British islands, by sending secret emissaries

among the slaves, with a promise of freedom. They had too much success.

In Grenada, especially, the insurrection was almost general : the insurgents

had possessed themselves of the whole island, except Goyave, and St.

*
Page 87.
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George's. Their principal strong hold w;is on n high hijl in the middle of

the island, which they had strengthened with cannon, and what works they

could raise. They had other smaller posts in different parts ; and under

the cover of these several strong holds they plundered and burnt the

country in the neighbourhood of each.

" As it was supposed the insurgents were endeavouring to get possession

of the post at Goyave, Captain Rogers thought it was his first business to

secure every thing there. This tort stands on the west side of Grenada,
a. few leagues to the north of St. George. He embarked, therefore, a bodjr

of the militia of the country on board the Quebec ; with whom, and skt.y

of his own sentnen, he landed at Goyave. lie found he was in time tosare

the place; but that the insurgents had taken possession of a strong post in.

its neighbourhood. This post he was desirous to attack, and thought him-

self strong enough to carry it
; but, on making the attempt, he found he

could not depend upon the militia, and was obliged to retreat. He satisfied

himself, therefore, with strengthening the post at Goyave; which being

open to the sea, he hoped was too strong for the insurgents to surprise.
" While he was engaged in this work at Goyave, where he had not been

above two or three days, he received a hasty express from the president and

council at St. George's, berging him to return to them with the utmost

expedition. The insurgents, it seems, having been disappointed at Goyave,
bent their force now upon St. George's, and sent the president a threaten-

ing message ;
that it' he did not give up the fort in three days, they would

put the whole town to the sword. Captain Rogers, therefore, immediately
sailed back to St. George's, and infused new spirit into the president and

council, who were so impressed with his decisive judgment, and spirited

conduct, that every thing was committed to him. Mo step was taken without

his direction.

"
Having desired them to lay an immediate embargo on all the shipping

of the island, his first concern was to examine Hospital-Hill, and put it in

a state of defence. Hospital-Hill is a lofty eminence, which hangs over St.

George's: there had been something of a fort there before, but it was a

very poor one
; and Captain Rogers thought the place very assailable. He

wished, therefore, immediately to strengthen it as much as possible. If the

insurgents could get possession of it, they would have a full command of

the town, which they might destroy at pleasure ;
and it would be a very

difficult matter to disperse tlicm. lie immediately, therefore, -set about

throwing up some works, and defending it with cannon
;
which he found

it difficult to procure in sufficient quantity for the several objects he had in

view, as the insurgents had carried oil" all thr-y could lay their hands on. His

own ship he durst not dismantle, as there were several Trench frigates in

those seas.

"
It happened, that he had some cannon of his own. On the surrender

ofMartinico, Sir Charles Grey, who had always slicwn him a particular

friendship, had presented him, as a testimony of it, with four elegant piece*

of brass cannon, which had been taken from the enemy. They were fic;4

pieces ; aad two of them being \ery h^ht, were carried, with little trouble,
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wherever he chose to march. These cannon, with some other?, he sent

to Hospital-Hill, which he soon put into a posture of defence. As it had
a commanding situation, it overlooked all the environs of the town, and

kept it free from the incursions of the enemy. At night, however, it often

exhibited a dreadful spectacle; when the Indians in wild fury ran about
the country, in different bodies, brandishing their torches, destroying one

plantation after another
;
and lighting the "whole country in a blaze. Ten

or twelve fires have been sometimes counted from Hospital-Hill at once.

The town of St. George, however, was kept perfectly free from insult. If

a body of the enemy ever appeared marching towards it in any direction, a

party was sent out to intercept, or drive them back.
" When the defence of Goyave and St. George was provided for, Cap.

tain Rogers began by degrees to straiten the enemy in other parts, by

attacking their posts. Once, in an expedition of this kind, he got into a

little difficulty.
" A body of the enemy having taken possession of an advantageous post,

he marched with a party to dislodge them. About half way he halted his

men, under the shelter of a lofty rock, to ta'ce refreshment. As they were

eating their meal, a few skulking fellows crept suhtilely to the top of the

rock, and fired down perpendicularly upon them. Two of them were slightly

wounded; but Captain Rogers, having one of his small field pieces with

him, raised it on a little eminence, and soon sent off the enenny. with a dis-

charge of grape shot. He then pursued his design, and secured the post

he went in quest of. The balls, which had been fired from the eminence,

had been fired so perpendicularly, and struck so hard a surface of the rock

that they were flattened like cakes. ******
Captain Rogers had now been about two months in the island ; in which

time he had given the insurgents so many checks, and hud opposed all their

attempts in so judicious and spirited a manner, that they were every where

afraid of him, and began to despair of their cause; while the spirits of the

islanders were raised an proportion, on the hopes they now conceived of

seeing an end of these cruel devastations.
" I have dwelt longer on the affairs of Grenada, not because Captain

Rogers's actions were more gallant there than elsewhere ;
but because this

was the only scene in which his genius had full scope. In none of the

other great actions in which he was engaged, had he the entire, command.
But here the whole was entrusted to him

;
and was, throughout, carried on

with that decisive judgment, that gallantry, that mind unsubdued with

difficulties, and disinterestedness on his own account, and care for the pnbr

lie, which shewed him equal to any command that could be committed to

him; and left his country to lament the death of an officer, which soon

followed, who was so well fitted to defend her cause in the hour of

danger."

To the volume is prefixed a beautiful engraving of the monument

that was erected to Captain Rogers, by a vote of the Assembly of

Qrenada, He died, aged 4Q, on the 24th of April, 1795, of th
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yellow fever, in the harbour of St. George, caught by his exertions

in defence of the colony. Another monument, by Bacon, was

also raised to his memory in Lymington church, by his widow.

In the preceding year, 1794, the brother and nephew of Captain

Rogers, both officers in his ship, had also died of the yellow

fever.

PLATE CCLXXIII.

FRONTISPIECE TO THE VOLUME.

FTTlHIS Frontispiece is a representation of the monument, w hich

-^*- was erected in Westminter Abbey, about half a century ago,

to the memory of Sir Peter Warren, K.B. rear-admiral of" the red

squadron. The monument, which is from the chisel of the cele-

brated lloubiliac, was erected by Susannah, the widow of th

admiral. It is described in our biographical memoir of Sir Peter

AVarren ; where also will be found a copy of the inscription.*

NAVAL HISTORY OF THE PRESEXT YEAR, 1808.

(November December. )

RETROSPECTIVE AND MISCELLANEOUS.

7
T/T/

rHATEVER reverses or success it may please the Almighty dis-

poser of all events should attend the arms of the Spanish patriots.

there is no Englishman but must feel happy that the following
1

senti-

ments, amidst the utter degradation of all the presses of the Continent,

are publicly announced in the Madrid Gazette :
" The great interest

taken by the English nation in the just and common cause of exter-

minating the iniquitous tyrant of Europe, Buonaparte, a name ever to

be held in abhorrence and execration, is superior to all praise. Portugal
and Spain, in particular, ought to be very grateful for the generosity of

that noble people, who breathe only sentiments truly Spanish. It would

seem as if their whole glory centred in uniting with us in the strictest

and most sacred bonds of pure and perfect alliance and friendship."

The French have already begun what they so pompously style, th*

bulletins of the army of Spain; which no man of any feeling, or

possessing the least regard for truth, will be able to read without indig-

nation ; and we devoutly trust it will have that effect on the generous

and noble Spaniards. The gallant Marquis Romana is in these bulletins

publicly declared a traitor : an appellation which that great warrior well

knows how to avenge.

* Vide NAVAL CIIUOMCJ.E, Vol. XII. page 274.
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fttcrs? on

Copied verbatimfrom the LONDON

ROVEMBER 29, 1808.

Copy of it Letterfrom Captain Jfends, of his Majesty's ship Arclhusa, to tk*

Hon. W. W. Pole> dated at Sea, November 26, 1808.

~W HAVE the honour of informing you, that this morning, to theN.E. <

Alderney about eight or nine leagues, I gave chase to a lugger, whic

of
which

we saw steering tor the coast of France, and, sifter a beautiful run of four

hours, had the good fortune or bringing her to. She proved to be the General

Ernouf French privateer , belonging to Calais, hut had sailed from Chtr-

bourg eight days before, without having made any capture; mounts sixteen

guns, and had hfty-eight men on board, commanded by a Jacques Antoine

de Boulogne, a man who has cruised for fifteen years successfully against our

trade, without having been taken before. From the very superior sailing of

the General Ernouf, it is fortunate, sir, that she was met by the Arc thusa ;

and should a fine vessel of this description be wanted for his majesty's ser-

Yice, I would beg leave to recommend her, as being suitable in every
respect. I have the honour to be, &c.

R. MENDS.

DECEMBER 10.

Copy of a Letterfrom the Hon. Rear-admiral Sir Alexander Cochrane, K.B.

(Jomrnander-in-chief of his Majesty's Ships and Vessels at the Leeward

Islands, to the Hou. tV. W. Pole, dated on board the JBeUeinle
f
at Scat

October 9, I8o8.

SIR,

I have the honour to enclose, for the information of the Lords Com-
missioners of the Admiralty, the copy of a letter from Captuin Watt, of his

majesty's sloop Julia, acquainting me with the capture of a row-boat

privateer.
Lieutenant Carr, commanding the Attentive gun-brig, has captured

another; and Lieutenant Dowers, commanding the Express, a third vessel

of this description, having one long gun, and thirty-five men.

I have the honour to be, &c.

ALEX. COCHRANE.

His Majesty's Sloop Julia, between Mariegalante and
' SIR, Point a Petre, August 50, 1808.

I have the pleasure to inform you, that his majesty's sloop under my
cemmand, this morning, captured the French lugger boat privateer le Petit

Decide, with twenty-two men, and small arms, belonging to Martinique, but

last from Guadaloupe, with a howitzer, ammunition, &c. for the French

troops now in Mariegalante.
I have the honour to be, &c.

JOHN E. WATT,
The Hon. Sir A. Cochrane, K.B. Rear-admiral

of the Red, $c.



NAVAL HISTORY OF THE PRESENT YEAH, 1808. 481

DOWMXG-S1REET, DEC. 13.

A despatch, of which the following is a copy, lias been received by
\ iacount Castlereagh, one of his majesty'? principal secretaries of state, from

Lieuteoaat-^eueral Sir John btiuirt, commanding his majesty's forces in

Sicily.

MY LORD, Messina, Sept. 20/1808.

Having been apprised that a large convoy of the enemy, consisting of
a number of coasting vessels, said to be charged with contributions in kind
from the two provinces of Calabria to the Neapolitan government, wer
assembled at Diamante, near the gulf of Policastro, under the protection of
four gun-boats and heavy batteries on the shore, I detached Lieuteuant-
colonel Bryce, of the royal engineers, with the troops mentioned in the mar-

gin,* to co-operate with the commanders of his majesty's sloops Halcyon and

\Veazel, and with a small naval equipment of his Sicilian Majesty, in the En.
deavour, to t;ike or destroy them.

Inclosed I have the honour to transmit to your lordship the report of the

above-named judicious otlicer, stating the entire success of the enterprise
entrusted to his conduct.

I have the honour to be, c.

J. STUART.
Right Hon. Viscount Castlereagh,

SIR, Of Diamante, Sept. 8, 1808.

I do myself the honour to acquaint you, that the detachment you were

pleased to put under my orders, lias successfully executed the sen-ice

in view, by capturing, in conjunction with Captain Pearce of the royal navy,
a flotilla of thirty-eight sail of the enemy's vessels, of which four are large gun-
boats, under the town of Diamante, where thcv had been blockaded rvith much

perseverance by Captain Prescott, of his majesty's brig the Weazle.
We were bullied by calms during five days on the passage from Milarco, on

three of which we mint have been distinctly seen from the enemy's coast.

And on examining the position taken here, I found it very respectable, as the

town of Diamante, which covered the vessels, ranged on the right and left of

it, stands on a peninsula nearly inaccessible on three sides, the fourth is pro-
tected by difficult inclosurcs, and there is, besides, a building of considerable

strength Commanding the whole.

Under these discouraging circumstances, augmented by the non-arrival of

the Sicilian gun-boats, and the absence of two of the transports, it required the

fullest confidence in the conduct of Major Ilammill, and the troops intended

to be landed, to induce me to hazard an attempt on the town, without th

possession of which I saw nothing effectual could be done. After the strong

building above-mentioned had been successfully canouaded for several hours,

by Captains Pearce and Prescott of the royal navy, and the Chevalier

de Balsamo, commanding a galliot of his Sicilian majesty, who were indefati-

gable in their exertions, two hundred and fifty men of the regiment of Malta,
under Major Hammill, and one hundred of the 58th regiment, under Captain

O'Brien, were landed at day-break this morning, about half a mile to the

northward of the town, accompanied by a howitzer and two three pounders,

* The regiment of Malta, commanded by Major Hammill ; 150 rank and

file of the 58th regiment, under Captain O'Brien; a Detachment of 50 men
of the German legion; a detachment of artillery, with two ^is-pounders arid

one howitzer, under Captain Campbell.

i. (Bol.XX. 3 *
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commanded by Captain Campbell of the royal artillery. The enemy, who
consisted of about four hundred men of the Civic-<;uard, with a proportion of

French troops, were ^radiiaiiy forced 1,-ack throiijh the Underwood upon the

town, which, however, they did not attempt to defend, hut took to the moun-
tains

;
and we were mabled to turn their Latteries, o! four heavy gmis, on the

beach to the southward of the town, without sustaining any loss, when th

whole of their ves-el> fell into our hands. I be* leave to express great satis-

faction with the judicious conduct of Major Hiwimill : and thanks are due to

Captain Campbell, Commanding the artillery, C. plain O'Brien, commanding
t'ie58th, and Lieutenant Lawaon, of the engineer-, who did me the- favour ta>

attend me on shore.

I have the honour to be, &c.
ALF.X. BRYCE,

Lieiftenant-colonei, Royal-engineers.

Lieutenant-general Sir John Stuart, K.B.
Coaanaiukr of the Forces.

Return of Ordnance, taken and desfroi/ed at Diamante Kay, by o Detachment
of His Majesty's Fortes, ttndtr the Command of Lieutenant-colonel Brncct

ScgL 8, 1808.,

2 six-inch brass howitzers, French, mounted on travelling carriages :

10 twenty-four pounder carronades, Enpi^h : 2 heavy twenty-pounders,

Neapolitan; destroyed: 1 long twelve- pounder, Neapolitan ; ditto: 3 short

four-pounders, Neapolitan; ditto: 2 swivel-. Total 20 taken and destroyed.
60 round shot, twenty-four pounders: 30 grape shot, ditto: 60 round hho3>

twelve-pounders: 20 ^rape-shot, ditto. Total of shot 170.

10 cwt. of gunpowder: 1 French dag.
DUGALL CAMPBELL.

Captain, cooMDamftBg Royal Artillery.:

A howitzer and four brass fold-pieces, dismounted, are stated to have been
found utter the above return.

ADMIRAf T\-OFFICr., DFC. 17.

Extract of a Letter from Renr-uJimi'nl Sir E.luard Pellcic, T*art, Coiinnaxdtr-

in-chiefof His Mujtsly't Shifts und Vessels in /he East Indies, to (lit Hon. \V.

W. Pule, dated on buu, d Uu> Miiks'i/'s S/'i/; Ci.llwitn, (tf' 1'uint de Guilt.
June 10, 1808.

You will be pleaded to acquaint the boftrrl that his majesty's ship CulJoden,
on her passage i'runi Boinbay to Madras, this morning fell in witii nut

captured 1' Union, French privateer, of eight guns and eighty men.

DixnvBi.K 17.

'Co, y nf a Letter from Rcar-mlmim!. V/r Sihcard Pelletc^Sart. ('orpmantfer
'

{h^tiefvfftis M'n <!'>'., i'A^v.s ami Vessels in l/te Jtlusi Indies, to he lion.
11. IV. Po'e. (/::tt:i mi l-ocnf his MujcslSi Shij> C'ul{ud'~n, in Bombay ILai-

lour, the 1th or' April, lii'Ji.'.

sru,
I irqtie^t yoirwiH submit to the Hight Hon. the Lords C'-niiR^sionci't

of the Acrrniralty, tlie tTirlo-cd letter from Luntenant William Daw.-. MI.

actius: in the command of hi majesty's ship 'St. Fiorm/o, staiins; the par-
ticulars of the capture of la Piedmontaise French frigate, njtuutilig 50

I^UIK-,
on the 8th nil. in the-guiph of Manaar.

In making this communication to their lordships I am desirou; of fx-
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prc'sing those vningled sentiments of admiration and concern which I

'X|>crieiice in the loss of Captain George Nicholas Hartiingc, who toll in

the moment of victory, aflrr having exerted, during three successive davs,
tlic most remarkable zeal, gallantry, and judgment in the conduct of this

very brilliant action. His majesty's service has been thus deprived of a
most excellent and distinguished oincer; of whom the highest expectations
have been justly formed, from a knowledge of his many great and excel-
lent qualities.

The merits of I.icut. Wui. Dawson, upon whom the command devolved
after the death of Captain Hardingc, is already well known to the board

by his gallant behaviour on a former occasion, when he was severely
wounded at the capture of the Psyche frigate- by the St. Fioreuzo, in which

nearly the whole of her present officers and crew had the honour to share.

The Inanner in which he continued the action, which had been so nearly
concluded by his lamented captain, and finally conducted it to a successful

issue, will, doubtless, secure to him the high approbation and recompense
of their lordships.

The undaunted bravery, the animated and persevering exertions of every
officer, seaman, and marine on hoard the St. Fiorcnzo, have been truly
worthy oi tlie beloved country in whose cause they have been so nobly
engaged ; the public gratitude will be commensurate with their eminent
ervices.

1 h'arn that the St. Fiorenzo had arrived with her prize in safety at

Cnlumbo, from whence she may shortly be expected at this port.
1 have the honour to be, &c.

EDWARD PELLEW.

His Majesty's Ship St. Fiorcnzo, at St'a,

sin,

'

9th March, 1808.

[t js with great regret I ha*'e to inform you of the death of Capt. Ilardinge,
!ate of His majesty's ship St. Fioreuzo, who fell gloriously in the early part
of an action on the 8th instant, Ix-tween his majesty's ship St. Fioreuzo,
and the French national frigate hi Piedmontaise.

The St. Fiorenzo sailed from Point dc Galle on Friday the 4th inst. at

half past eleven A.M. On the 8th, at seven A.M. passed three Indiamcn,
and shortly after, saw a frigate bearing N.E. We immediately hauled our
wind in chase, and made all sail, being at that time in hit. 7 cleg. 32 min.

Ion;:. IT deg. 58 min. We ur.uletho private signal, which was not answered;
and at five shewed our colours, which the enemy took ,110 notice of. At
forty minutes past eleven P.M. we ranged alongside of him on the larboard

tapk, and received his broadside. After engaging till
fifty minutes past

eleven P.M. within a cable's length, the enemy made sail a-head, out
of the range of our shot; we ceased tiring, and made .ill sail after him;
continuing to come up with him till daylight, when finding he could not
avoid an action, he ore, as did we also. At twenty-live minutes past six

recommenced the action, at the distance of half a mile, gradually closing
with him to a quarter of a mile. The lire was constant and well-directed

on both sides, though that of the enemy slackened towards the latter part
of the actio:i. At a' quarter pa*t eidit P.M. the enemy rtiade all sail away;
our main-topsail-yard being shot through, the .niain-royaUmast, and both

inain-topm;iM~>tays, the mainspringstay, and most of the standing and

runninc rimriii!;, and all our sails shot to pioci s, and most of our cartridges
fired away (as our guns were directed at his hull he uas not much disabled

about hi* rigging), we ceased firing, and employed ull hands in repairing
the damages sustained, and tit' ing the ship ai;am for action. From the

"great injury our masts, yards, and sails had received, I am sorry to observe,

that it WHS not in our power to chase to renew tut action immediately; we,
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however, succeeded in keeping sight of him during the night ;
and at nintf

A.M. on the 3th. the ship being perfectly prepared for action, we bore

down upon the enemy under all sail; he did" not endeavour to avoid us till

we hauled athwart his stern, for the purpose of gaining the weather gage,
and bringing him to close right, when he hauled up abo, and made all sail ;

but perceiving that we came fast up with him, and that an action was

inevitable, lie tacked, and at three we passed each other on opposite tack;,

and recommenced action within a quarter of a cable's length. With grief
I have to observe that our brave captain was killed by a grape-shot the

second broadside. When the enemy was abaft our beam lie wore, and,
after an hour and twenty minutes close action, struck their colours, and
waved their hats for a boat to be sent them. She proved to be la Piedmon-

taise, commanded by Mons. Epron, Capitaine de Yaisseaux
;
she mounts

50 guns, long IB-pounders on her main-deck, and 36-poundur carronades

on her quarter-deck. She had 366 Frenchmen on board, and nearly 200

Lascars, who worked their sails.. She sailed from the isle of France on the

30th December. In the action she had 43 killed and 112 wounded. The
St. Fioretizo has 13 killed and 2.5 wounded ; and most of the latter are in

a most promising wav. A list of them I have the honour to inclose for

your information. The enemy was cut to pieces in his masts, bowsprit,
and rigging; and they all went by the board during tl.-c night.

It is now a pleasing part of my duty to recommend to your particular
notice the cool, steady, and gallant conduct ofLieutenants Edward Davics

aud Henry George Moysey; the latter, I am sorry to add, was severely

wounded about ten minutes before the enemy struck. I also experienced

very great assistance from Mr. Donovan, the master, by the judicious and
seaman-like manner in which he laid, us close alongside the enemy. To
Lieutenant Samuel Ashmore, of the royal marines, I am much indebted,

for the cool and determined courage evinced by him through the whole
action. Indeed every officer, petty officer, seaman, and marine in the ship
behaved in the most brave and gallant manner, and nobly maintained thu

pre-eminence of the British flag. In the first boat from the prize came
Mr. W. F. Black, assistant-surgeon of his majesty's 86th regiment, captured

by the Piedmontaise on his passage to Madras, who rendered the surgeon

great assistance.

I am also much indebted to the officers of the army, and the captains
and officers of the country ships, who were prisoners on board the enemy,
for the great assistance they afforded us with their Lascars in erect

ii.j; jury
masts, and working the ship into port, as from our wtak state, and rl.e

great nnmber of prisoners on board us, we could spare but few hands from
our own ship to send on board the prize.

I have the honour to be, cce.

WILLIAM DAWSOX.
To Sir Edw.<rd Pellew, J$art. Rear-Admiral

of the Red, and Commander in Chief of
Ai- Majesty's Ships and Vessels in the East

Indies.

List of Officers, Seamen, and Afurines killed and wounded on hoard his

Majesty's Ship St. Fiorenso, in Action with la Piedmontaise French

National Frigate, onihe. 6th, 7th, And 8th ofMarch, 1808.

Wounded on the 6th.

William Pitt, seaman, slightly ; John Treacy, supernumerary seaman,

ditto; William Miller, seaman, ditto.
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Killed on the 7th.

Thomas Martin, seaman; Charles SmnUwood, ditto; Robert CurreH,

vlitto; John Middieton, ditto; V< illiam Mead, supernumerary seaman;
William Martin, marine

; John Luff', ditto; Joseph Litchtield, ditto.

WwtndeJ on the 7th.

John Meadows, seaman, dangerous! r, since dead; William Baldwin, sea-

man, lost a leg, since dead; George Byng, seaman, severely; John Finch,

seaman, ditto; Francis Jadcman, seaman, ditto; Walter Boze, seaman,
ditto; William Long, seaman, ditto; John Acton, seaman, lost two arms;

Philip Ulrick, seaman, severely; William Wakefield, seaman, lost an arm;
Richard Luck, seaman, slightly ;

William John Brown, quarter-master, ditto ;

John Ellier, seaman, ditto; Benjamin Fool, marine, ditto.

Killed on the Qih.

George Nicholas Harding*, Esq. captain ; John Beer, seaman ; John

Burn, ditto ; Evan Jones, marine.

Wounded on the 8th.

Henry Geori'e Moysey, lieutenant, severely ; Thomas Gadsby, carpenter's

mate, ditto; Thomas Clerk, seaman, dangerously; John M'Ewen, corporal
ot' marines, ditto; Charles Richards, marine, lost an arm; Wm. Pope, ma-

rine, dangerously, since dead; Henry Thorn, boatswain's mate, slightly j

William Davis, seaman, ditto; George Anger, seaman, dkto.

STATE PAPER.

DECLARATION.
overtures made to his majesty by the governments of Russia and

- of France have not led to negotiation: and the intercourse to which

those overtures gave rise being terminated, his majesty thinks it right thus

promptlv and publickly to make known its termination.

The continued appearance of a negotiation, when peace has been found

to be utterly unattainable, could be advantageous only to the enemy.
It might enable France to sow distrust and jealousy in the councils of

those who are combined to resist her oppressions: ar.d if, among the nations

which groan under the tyranny of French alliance, or among those which

maintain against France a doubtful and precarious independence, there

should be any which even now are balancing between the certain ruin of a

prolonged inactivity, and the contingent dangers of an effort to save them-

selves from that ruin; to nations so situated the delusive prospect of a

peace between Great Britain and France could not fail to be peculiarly in-

jurious. Their preparations might be relaxed by the vain hope of returning

tranquillity; or their purpose shaken by the apprehension of being left to

contend alone.

That such was, in fact, the main object of France in the proposals trans-

mitted to his majesty from Erfurth, his majesty entertained a strong per-
suasion.

But at a moment when results so awful from their importance, and so

tremendous from their uncertainty, might be depending upon the decision
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of peace or war, the king felt it due to himself to ascertain, beyond tlie

possibility of doubt, the views aod intentions of liis enemies.

It was difficult for his majesty to believe, that the Emperor of Russia

had devoted himself so blindly and fatally to the violence and ambition of

the power with which his Imperial majesty had unfortunately become allied,

as to be prepared openly to abet the usurpation of the Spanish monarchy ;

and to acknowledge and maintain the right, assumed by France, to depose
and imprison friendly sovereigns, and forcibly to transfer to herself the

allegiance of independent nations.

When, therefore, it was proposed to his majesty to enter into negotiation,

lor a general peace, in concert with his majesty's allies, and to treat either

ou the basis of the "Uti possidetis (heretofore the subject of so much contro .

versy), or on any other basis consistent with justice, honour, and equality,

his majesty determined to meet this seeming fairness and moderation, with

fairness and moderation, on his majesty's part real and sincere.

The king professed his readiness to enter into such negotiation, in con-

currence with his allies; and undertook forthwith to communicate to them

the proposals which his majesty had received. But as his majesty was not

connected with Spain by a formal treaty of alliance, his majesty thought it

.necessary to declare, that the engagements which he had contracted, in the

face of the world, with that nation, were considered by his majesty as no

less sacred, and no less binding upon his majesty than the most solemn trea-i

ties; and to express his majesty's just confidence that the government of

Spain, acting in the name of his Catholic majesty Ferdinand VII. was un-

derstood to be a party to the negotiation.

The reply returned by France to this proposition of his majesty, casts off

at once the thin disguise which had been assumed for a momentary pur-

pose; and displays, with less than ordinary reserve, the arrogance and in-

justice of that government. The universal Spanish nation is described by
the degrading appellation of" the Spanish insurgents;" and the demand for

the admission of the government of Spain as a party to any negotiation, ie

rejected as inadmissible and insulting.

With astonishment as well as with grief his majesty has received from the

Emperor of Russia a reply, similar in effect, although less indecorous in

tone and manner. The Emperor of Russia also stigmatises as " insurrection"

the glorious efforts of the Spanish people in behalf of their legitimate sove-

rei< rn, and in defence of the independence of their country ; thus giving the

sanction of his Imperial majesty's authority to an usurpation which has no

parallel in the history of the world.

The king would readily have embraced an opportunity of negotiation

which might have afforded any hope or prospect of a peace compatible with

justice and with honour. His majesty deeply laments an issue, by which

the sufferings of Europe are aggravated and prolonged. But neither the ho-

nour of his majesty, nor the generosity of the British nation, would admit of

liisinaiebtv's consenting to commence a negotiation, by the abandonment of

a brave and loyal people, who arc contending fur the preservation of all that

i^ dear to man ; and whose exertion in a cause so unquestionably just, ls

majesty has solemnly pledged himself to

Westminster, December 15, 1803,
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Amongst the disasters which have been occasioned by the late storms, it

M \viih deep regret tliat we announce the loss of his majesty's ship Jupiter,
of 50 guns, and oft he Crescent frigate, Cuptain Temple, of 30" guns. The

Jupiter was wrecked as she was going into Vigo, but we are unacquainted
with the particulars. The Crescent was lost in a gale, on the 4th of Ucce:n-

ber, on the coast of Jutland. She had left Yarmouth about a fortnight be-

fore, with a large supply of cloathing on board, fur the crews of the ships of
war in the Baltic. Oupiain Temple, the oihcers, and all "'ic crew, excepting
about 40, out of '<>80, perished.

At the end of November, a vessel arrived in fifty-two days from the River
Plate. She brought an account that the British have been allowed a free

commercial intercourse with Buenos Ayres. On an application having, in

the first instance, been made to Liniers, on the subject, lie is stated to have

answrrcd ii; ambiguous terms; but he was afterwards removed, and his

successor fully complied with the request.
The Parthian, which arrived at the end of November with despatches

from Admiral Lord Colliugwood, had a fortunate escape from three French

brigs and a corvette, in the bay of Biscay. On the 5th Nov. in lat. 48. N.
long. 11. W. at tour P.M. saw four strange sail N.E. at MX came up with

them, supposing
them to be English. The Parthian, being in the middle of

the four, fired a musket to bring to one of the brigs, which was immediately

returned, when three boats were perceived close alongside intending to

board, calling out,
" strike your colours, we are all Frenchmen." The Par-

thian immediately made sail. Two brigs on her lee-beam, of 18 guns each,
and a corvette of 20 guns on her weather quarter, opened their broadside*,
acci .npanied with vollics of musketry, on the Parthian, who returned their

fire for about a quarter of an hour, and by her superior sailing made her

escape, and arrived safo with her despatches. The fourth sail appeared to

be an English capture.

FROM THE AMERICAN PAPERS.
New York, Oct. 6.

Tribute. It will be recollected, that a few days since a brig, belonging
to a democrat, arrived at Baltimore from Rotterdam, with six pipes of

gin on board. It will also be recollected that she was detained in. the

liritish Channel, and had a duty of eight-pence a gallon imposed upon
the gin by the British government. A little inquiry into tae circum-

stances of the case mnv here be necessary. When the Sophia, the vessel

iu question, sailed from Rotterdam, the blockading decrees of the

British government were fully known. The master ai:d merchant, who
transacted the business of the vojagc, kiu-w they were only permitted
to come out in ballast, and if they took in an\ gin, it would render them
liable to capture or detention in the British Channel. But unwilling to

lose the opportunity of a trifling speculation, they shipped on board six

pipes, which subjected them to the penalty of the British laws. Let it

be remembered, the Sophia is owned by a democrat, and that vessels-

owned by Federalists have arrived from the same place in ballast.

Jmmmediately on the arrival of the vessel in America, and on the e\e
of an important election, an electioneering handle was made of the cir-

cumstance, and the hue and cry of Tribute resounded far and near. The
trick, in conjunction with others of the most base and profligate nature,
has succeeded in the city of Baltimore, to the elevation of a crew of Ja-

cobins, whosu aim is to palsy the energies of the country, dry up our re-

sources, batter down the consitution, and finally destroy the liberties of

the people, by introducing French systems, French politicks, an J French
rulers. Now that they have succeeded in Baltimore, thry have deter-

mined to put a tail to their kite, by burning the six unfortunate pipes of
iu oa Gallons Hill!
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Gallows Hill is the place selected by the democrats of Baltimore
for burning six pipes of gin, taxed by the British government for
a violation of their blockading decrees ; and Gallows Hill was the very
place selected by a distinguished democrat of New York, to bum
the constitution of his country.

Court partial.

TRIAL OF JAMES SMITH FOR TUB MURDER OF CAPT. BALDER5TON.

MONDAY,
Dec. 19, pursuant to signal for that purpose, a court-

martial assembled on board the Salvador del Mundo, in Iiamoaz,
at eight o'clock in the morning, for the trial of James Smith, for die murder
of Captain Balderston, consisting of the following members:

Rear-admiral Sutton, President.

The lion. Rear-admiral Stopford : Captains Scott, Rodd, Seymour,
Broke, ISriggs, L'pton, Sir \V. Bolton, Quiitiara Symth. George Easthike,

esq. Judge Advocate.
At nine o'clock, the court being opened, the prisoner was brought in,

handcuffed, in the custody of the provost-martial, and the audience
admitted.

The Admiralty order was then r--ad. directing the president to assemble
a court-martial, to try James Smith, one of the crew, late master's-mate of
the Parthian,

" For having shot John Bus~ett Baldetston, csq. late com-
mander of lus majesty's ship Parthian, and thereby occasioning his death."

The members of the court being then sworn, the prosecutor, Lieutenant

SteventOn's narrative was rend, and the following witnesses examined,
the prosecutor, Lieutenant Steventon, S. L. Hatnmicfc, e*q. first surgeon of

the royal hospital, Mr. W. Coombe*. Midshipman, Mr. Snape, Purser. Mr.

Galbraith, surgeon, and second Lieutenant Schultz. Of the several exumi-

nations, which differed but little from each other, the substance was
as follows :

Mr. Snape examined. Prosecutor. Do you know the prisoner ? A. I

do. Prosecutor. Are you acquainted with the charge against the prisoner?
A. I am. Prosecutor. Relate to the court all you know relative to the chargu
against the prisoner, and at the time, to the best of your recollection, the

part of the ship you were in. A. On Monday, the IQth instant, about one

o'clock, I was walking on the starboard hide of the quarter-deck, when
I heard Captain B. inquire for the prisoner, requesting to know why lie was
not on deck, and desiring he might he immediately sent for. In the course

of two or three minutes the prisoner came up, saying,
' Did you send fur

roe, Sir?'' Captain B. replied,
"
why was you riot on deck at a time like this,

when the ship was getting under weigh." The prisoner replied,
"

I was
never told;" when Capt. Balderston replied,

" that was no excuse, and for

hi.i general bad conduct e Mice he had been in the ship, he would disrate him,
as neglect of duty was a thing he never forgive in any oilier r ;" at the same
time saying to me, who *vas on the other side of the quarter-deck,
' Mr. Snape, disrate him.'

1 The prisoner then said in a most contemptuous
manner (crossing h:s hands over his bodv)

"
Very well, Sir, you may do so

if you pllease." I went below, and ordered the clerk to disrate him, at the

capUiin's request. In the course of between ten and fifteen minutes I went
on deck, and reported that I had desired the clerk to disrate him.
I did not see the prisoner at that time. About half, or three quarter*
of an hour after, I was standing on the poop; Captain B. was standing with

his back towards me on the larboard gang bidder; looking at the sails
;

I nt

the time was looking forward, when I observed the prisoner turn round the
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capstan, and when at the distance of five or six feet from Captain B. I

observed him present a pistol at the back of Captain B. I rushed from the

poop with intent to seize him, but before I reached him he had dis-

charged the contents in the back of Captain B. I then flew to the assistance

of my Captain, who turning round, with one hand hold of the stancheon,

exclaimed,
"

I am shot, who has shot me?" and fell in my arms. Many flew

to his assistance. I rushed from him, in the agitation of my mind, to have

put an end to the prisoner, when Mr. Stevenson, the first lieutenant,

requested that I would not do any thing to the prisoner, as he was then
secured. I then assisted in conveying Captain B. to his cabin

;
and con-

tinued with him for about 15 minutes, when I thought, from his speaking so

sensibly, there might yet be hopes, and the first lieutenant immediately gave
me a boat to go to Dr. Beattie. his friend. I found Dr. Beattie at home,
who immediately went off; but, unfortunately, Captain B. had expired five

minutes before we reached the ship.
Prosecutor. Do you, upon your oath, declare it was the prisoner whom

you saw present the pistol at the buck of Captain B. and discharge it?

A. I do.

The prosecutor then asked Mr. Snape if Captain B. was ever made ac-

quainted with the person who killed him.

A. He was: when the Captain was lying on the sofa, he looked round,
and asked who had shot him : saying,

" was it a great gun?" The second

lieutenant, Mr. Schultz, told him it was the prisoner; on which he replied,"
I know, I know;" and looking round, said,

" If I have injured any of you,
God forgive me." I requested to hear if he had any thing particularly to

say, when he replied,
"

I have two sisters; tell them I am very sorry for the
trouble 1 have given them."
Mr. Galbraith, surgeon, was then examined. He said,

"
the balls or slugs

entered the lower part of Captain B's. back, a little to the right side, and

passed out at the belly, a little below the navel. Near the last wound, un-
der the integuments, I could feel two hard substances, which I supposed to

be slugs. I then reported to the lieutenant that the Captain was mortally
wounded. He was carried below to his own cabin, where I staid by him un-
til he expired, about an hour and a half."

Mr. Ilammick produced three slugs, which he found in the body of the
deceased after he was brought on shore.

Mr. Coombes, midshipman, stated, that after the prisoner came belovv,
lie saw him sitting, leaning on his elbow: he spoke to himself, and said," What am I broke for? I will be revenged;" and knocked his hand on the

table. lie took the pistol from the side of him, close to the bulk-head, and
ran up the ladder.

The evidence for the prosecution being closed, the president asked the

prisoner what he had to say? Prisoner. I have no witnesses, and I do not
^ce what use it will be for me to make any defence ;

I leave it to the court td

judge as they think proper. On this the court was cleared, and after having
deliberately weighed the evidence in support of the charge, was of opinion
that it was fully proved ; and adjudged him to be hai;ged by the neck until

lie was dead, at the yard- arm of one <.f his majesty's ships and at such time
us the Right lion, the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty shall please to

direct.

The doors being opened, and the audience re-admitted, the sentence was

pronounced accordingly ; after which, Ucui-iuimirtil button addressed the

prisoner as follows :

" After the solemn and awful sentence just proj;ouiK vJ. it; n; you, for the

X2 &\>. e\ iCltt & Dl. X X. 3 u
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foul murder ofyour captain, manifesting, by the nature of the act. a mind of

the most depraved assassin, you cannot expect mercy, even from the unremit-

ting humanity of a benevolent sovereign ; therefore, for the remaining

period of your existence in this life, lose not an instant in preparing yourself,

by every possible means, for the awful tribunal before which you must soon

appeal*.

At a court martial assembled and held on board his majesty's ship
Princess of Orange, in the Downs, 21st day of November, 1808; present
Sir Joseph Sydney Yorke, Knt. captain of his majesty's ship Christian the

Seventh, and third officer in the command of his majesty's ships and vessels

in the Downs.

The court, pursuant to an order from rhe Lords Commissioners of the

Admiralty, dated the 10th November, 1808, to Sir Joseph Sydney Yorke,

proceeded to inquire into the conduct of Robert Carthcart, Esq. com-
mander of his majesty's sloop Seagull, and such of die officers and company
of the said sloop as were on board her at the time she was captured by a

Danish brig and a squadron of gun-bouts, on the 19th of Juno last. The.

court, after having weighed and duly considered all the circumstances

attending the capture of the said sloop, are of opinion that Captain
Robert Carthcart throughout the action behaved with the most cool and
able judgment"; and by not leaving the deck until twice severely wounded,
with the most determined resolution and courage; and that he did not

strike the Seagull's colours until she was totally unable to make the smallest

defence; the court doth therefore adjudge Captain It. Cathcart, the officers,

and ship's company of the Seagull, to he most honourably acquitted, and-

they were most honourably acquitted accordingly.

JPromotions anU appointments.

The mayor, sheriffs, and common council of the city of Cork, on the 26th
ult. voted the freedom of that city to be presented in a silver box to the

gallant Captain Seymour, of the Amethyst, for his very great gallantry and

ability in the capture of the Thetis.

The Patriotic Fund have presented Captain W. H. Dillon with a sword,
value 100 guineas, and 1501. for a piece of plate, for his gallant conduct on
the 14th of March last.

The Master and Brethren of the Trinity-House, T.eith, have unanimously
conferred on Admiral Vashon and Sir Samuel Hood the freedom of their

corporation ;
arid have presented to the former an elegant silver snuff-box,

with, the following inscription engraved on the lid: Presented to James
Vashon, Esq. Vice-admiral of tiie Blue, by the Trinity House of Leith,

November, 1808.

Vice-admiral the Hon. George Cranfield Berkeley is appointed to succeed
Sir Charles Cotton, as coimnnnder-iu-chief of his majesty's ships and vessel;

on the coast of Spain and Portugal.*

Rear-admiral Sir Samuel Hood has hoisted his flagon board the Zealous,
and sailed for the Mediterranean.

Rear-admiral Stopford has shifted his. Hag from the Spencer to the
Ilibcniia.
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Captain Imnan, of the royal navy, is appointed resident commissioner
of the navy at Madras. Captain Shield is appointed to be resident com-
missioner of tlic navy at the Cape of Good Hope.

Captain George Dundas is appointed resident commissioner of the navy
at Bombay.

Captain Daniel Woodruffee, who commanded the Calcutta when she was

captured by a squadron of the enemy's line-of- battle ships, after a most

gallant action, is appointed agent for prisoners of war at Forton, near

Gosport.

Captain Robert Carthcart, of the roynl navy, is promoted to the rank of

post captain, for his gallant conduct in the Seagull, with a Danish sloop of
war and a fleet of gun -boats.

Captain Rainier, M.P. nephew of the late Admiral Rainier, is appointed
to command his majesty's ship Norire.

Cjiptain Codrington is appointed to command his majesty's ship Blake,
rj'ir Sir Charles Brisbane, Knt. appointed Captain-general of St. Vincent
and the Grenadines.

Captain Sir Thomas Hardy, Bart, is appointed to be flag captain to

Admiral Hon. G. C. Berkeley, coumiander-m-chief on the coast of Portugal.

Captain Hayes is appointed to command his majesty's ship Theseus, vice

Bligh j Captain Samuel Hood Lindzay to the Triumph, vice Sir Thomas
Hardy, B;irt. Captain Hall to the Kuby; Captain Henderson to the Venus;
Captain \Voolcombe to the Intrepid; Captain Bariand to the St. Fiorenzo;

Captain Bluett to the Dannemark
; C'aptain Noure to the Frederickstein ;

Captain W. Kent to the Agincourt ; Captain John Pasco to the Hindostan;

Captain W. Ui-nry Byarn to the Opossum ; Captain John Houstam to the

Monmouth
; Captain 11. S. Butt to the Raleigh j Captain Robert England

to the Humber, armed ship; Captain James Boterto the Skylark; Captain
Charles W. Buys to the Siatira; Captain Pyles Mouncher to the Drake.

Lieutenant Blennerbusset, first lieutenant in the Amethyst in her late

gallant action, is promoted to the rank of commander.

Lieutenants appointed.

Lieutenant W. Gregory is appointed to the Inflexible; Robert Drummond.
to the Badger; Clr.irles Turner (2) to the Retlpole ;

Robert I loldgate to

the Alercimus; Jolm Smith (U) to the Doterel
;

\V. F. Boileau to the

Conqueror; J. G. Carter to the Alercimus; Samuel Slout to the Lyra;
Samuel Nesbitt to the Badger; Thomas Shcrwin to theFlamer; J. K.
Tudor to the Glomen

; Joseph Judas to the .Stately; Charles A. Banmgardt
to tlie Plover; Kd\*ard W. ( ianett to the Onvx; John S. Callanan to the

-Minotaur; George \Vil!iu-n.-.on to the Nu>s:ui; Joseph Hawker to the

Agincourt: Josepli Hanmer to the Kangaroo ; John Muerson to the

Stately; Thomas A. Barnard to the Phipps; George Bush (iJ) to the

Triumph ; Thomas L. Tmughton to ditto ; Wiiliam Stevenson to the Lyra ;

John Aledlicolt to the Nor_e; \\ illiam Thomas to ditto.; Charles Barber
to ditto; Victor Fielding to the Saitdne; Richard Twigg to the Li-viu.ihaii

James Stone to the Malta
; Henry Week.-, to the Osprey; Pifrry Brett to

the Implacable; Joseph Ncill to the Skylark; William La*-, rem u to the

v-; Henry Rice to the Phcebe
;
the Hon. R. Sommerville to ditto;

l-Vancis G. Willock to the Peloru<; i'.dwar I B. Watson to the Dotterel;
William Davis to the V'illcde Paris; John Paget to ditto

; George Leeward
to ditto; James JMeara. to dit f

ru ; Josepli Warton to ditto; Alienael J. Bell

to the Violet luj^ger,
from the impress service; Thomas Stewart to the

Talbot; Thomas Hiinloke to the Lily; Walter VVyndien to tlie Dolphin *

Thomas Jones (a) to the Aboukirj Peter Crawford to the Defence; Geor
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A. Ross to the Impetuem? ;
William Dawes to the Resistance; Robert M.

Jackson to the Bustard; Robert Helpmau to the Raleigh; John S. Cowan
to the Barfieur; Gordon Falcon to ditto; Francis Molesworth to the

Goldfinch ; George Warcup to the Talbot
;
Leslie Boulderstone to the

Vulture; Edward Mnnday to the Alert sloop; George Troke to the Dol->

phin; Richard Charles Phillips to the Combatant; David Right Hon.
Lord Balgonie to the Minorca, from the Cygnet; Joseph Lymes to the

Bonne Citoyenne; Francis Molesworth to the Thames; Michael Raven
to the Castor; Edward Reding to the Drake; Joseph Williams to the

Dannemark; William Glasscock to ditto; James Brown (2) to the Mon-
mouth

; Charles A. Baumgardt to the Goldfinch ; Henry Price to the

Rose; W. S. Fuller to the Blake; Jos. Skottowe to the. Dannemark ;

Samuel John Hall to the Agincourt; Nathaniel Belchier to the Thetis ;

Frederick Worsley to the Defence; James Gordon to the Osprey ; James
Molineaux to the Namur; Richard C. Mould to the St. Albans; B. N.
Hoar to the Opposum j John Everard to the Elphina; Charles Walker to

the Triumph.
Midshipmen passed for lieutenants the first Wednesday in the month :

John Lane, James M'Donald, John Hames, Eb. Winton, James Gordon,
W. L. Brake, Thomas Day, Richard Williams, J. G. Jacob, J. H. Moore,
G. R. Andrews, Jos. Ramsay, R. J. Fayrer, Robert Wauchope, Henry
Rowe.

Surgeons appointed.

Dr. D. J. W. Dickson is promoted by the Lords of the Admiralty to be

physician to his majesty's ships and vessels on the Leeward Island station.

Mr. Martyr is appointed from the admiralty office, by the Right Hon. Sir

J. B. Warren, to succeed Mr. Prince as purser of the Centurion.
Mr. John Francis Legge is appointed to be surgeon of the Pert; Mr.

John Ogilvie to the Skylark ; Mr. James Crockatt to the Termagent ; Wm.
Gilmore to the Rinaldo

;
Robert Chambers to the Thetis

;
Wm. Bruce to

the Sparrow-hawk ;
Robert Mulberry to the Ville de Paris; John C. Clarke

to the Talbot; Rose Herring to the Prothee, P. S. John Young to the Con-

queror; George Major to the Reindeer; James Rutherford to the Majestic;
John Inches to the Iris; James Vv'ade to the Cheerful cutter; Henry Par-
kin to the Impetueux; L. B. Oliver to the Africa; Charles Bunting to the

Opossum; John Strang to the Winchelsea; James Gray to the /Etna bomb;
John Jones to the ifrederickstein

;
John Johnstone to the Phipps; E. Lazza-

retto to the Brilliant ; Alexander M'Glashan to the Boadicea ; Joseph
Alexander to the Calliope ; Thomas Stcne to the Terror bomb ; Robert
Marks to the Castor; John Griffiths to the Circe; Wm. Shovellen to the

Dannemark; J. B. Shepherd to the Circe, vice Griffiths; Wm. Cuthbert-
son to the Standard; Robert Williams to the Monmouth; Thomas Fisher

to the Cordelia; J. J. Van Butchell to the Griffon.

Assistant Surgeons appointed.

Mr. Ralph Todd is appointed assistant surgeon of the Royal William;
Mr. Edmund Pearce to be an hospital mate at Mill Prison; Mr. Patrick

Martin to be assistant surgeon of the San Pareil; Mr. Erasmus Perkins to

the Manner gun-brig; Thomas Heyncs to the Centinel ; Francis Logan to

the Namur; Matthew Burnsicle to the Resolution; Patrick Burn and James
Horell to be hospital mates at the royal hospital at Haslar; Mr. J. H. Ache-
son is appointed to be assistant surgeon of the Repulse; James Hall to the

Pegase hospital ship; James Stewart to the Basilisk gun-brig; John Urqu-
hart to the Brilliant; James O'Reilly to the Ardent; Stephen Mason to

the Dryad ; James Lepper to the Exertion ; Robert Lomas to be hospital

Biate at the royal hospital at Deal, vice Lepper ; John Reid to be assistant*
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rtirgeon of the Conqueror; Jarnos Crniaie to the Dromedary; Andrew
Jolmstone to the Rival William; Thomas Ucyncs to the Starling gun-briir:
J. J. Penny to the Thames; Robert Bell to ti.o l)i->ponitc gun brig; Hugh
Rodie to the Clorinde; Mr. George Clayton to lit- hospital mate ai llas>lar;

William Alexander to the Brilliant; George itussel to the Enterprise.

BIRTHS.

At Yarmouth, on the 23d of December, the lady of Captain Curry of the

royal navy, of a son.

On the 7th of December, at the Admiralty, of a son, the lady of the

Right Hon. Lord Mulgrave, first lord commissioner of tiie Admiralty.

At Cobham-hall, Cambridge, the lady of Captain Spehnan Swainc, R. X.
of a daughter.

Lately, the lady of Captain Sir John Louis, Bart, son of the late Admiral
Sir T. Louis, of a son.

Lately, at the royal hospital at Deal, the lady of Alexander Copland
Hutchcson, Esq. surgeon to that establishment, of a son.

At L'pton, Worcestershire, on the 17th of Dec. the lady of Captain John

Houstoun, of the royal navy, of a son.

MARRIAGES.

On the 17th of December, at the parish church of St. Mary-le -bonne,
C. W. Williams, Esq. of Banstead, Surrey, secretary to Admiral Dacres,
late commander-in-chief on the Jamaica station, to Miss Harriet Chubb,
of Kennington.

Lately, at Thornhill, Yorkshire, Captain John Sykes, of the Hon. East
India Company's service, to Miss Maria Morgan, second daughter of Aaron

Morgan, Esq. of Savage Gardens, London.

At St. George's, Ilanover-sq'iare, on the 1st of December, by the Rev.

Walsingham Western, Charles Andrew Caldwell, Esq. only son of A-'

Caldwell, to Charlotte Ann, second daughter of the late, and sister to the

present Sir William Abdy, Bart.

On the 25th of November, at North Yarmouth, Captain Bradby, of his

majesty's sloop Calypso, son of Admiral Bradby, to Miss Catherine D >ug-

las, second daughter of Admiral Douglas, commander-in-chief at Yar-
mouth.

On the 7th of December, at St. Pancras, J. B. Sladen, Esq. of Ripple-
court, Kent, to Ethelred, eldest daughter of Kingsman St. Barbc, Esq. of
the royal navy.

On the 8th of December, at St. George's, Hanover-square, Lieutenant-

colonel Gascoyne, in the lion. East India Company's service, to Mrs. Don-
ton, of Tav istock-square, widow of the late Satnuei Denton, Esq. purser in

the royal navy.

DEATHS.

Lately, at her house in Lansdown Crescent, Mrs. Graves, relict of Rear-
admiral Graves.
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On the 8th of December, Mr. W. R. Bad cock, midshipman, of his majes-

ty's ship Stately, and grandson of Richard Cumberland, Esq.

On the llth of December, on board the Terror bomb, Mr. George Stark,

surgeon of that vessel.

At tho Admiralty, the lion. Henrietta Sophia Phipps, eldest daughter of
the Rig!tt Hon. Lord Mulgrave, aged 10 years.

Lately, at Halifax, Xova Scotia, Mr. James Prince, purser of his ma-

jesty's ship Centurion.

Lately was killed in a duel, nt Gibraltar, with Major Ashe of the 43th

regiment, Mr. Brougiere, purser of the St Juan prison-ship, at that place.

On the 12th of December, at her father's apartments in Greenwich hos-

pital, Miss Ann Williams, daughter of Lieutenant Williams, of that insti-

tution.

In May last, on board the Hind sloop of war, the son of Felix M'Carthy,

Esq. he was a youth of much promise, and was recommended by La-dy Ha-
milton to the immortal Nelson, by whose spirit the youth seemed on all

occasions to be animated and impelled.

On the 12th of December, at Osborne's hotel, Lieutenant Win. Skelton,
of the royal navy, aged 27 years. He was third son of the late Araoldus

Jones Skelton, Esq. ofPapcastle, in the county of Cumberland, and first

cousin to the present Marquis Cornwall!*.

On the first of December, aged 69, Mrs. Charlotte Dodd, wife of Vice-

admiral Dodd, of Exeter.

On the 1st of December, suddenly, at Stonchouse, Mrs. Nicholson, wife

of George Nicholson, Esq. purser in the royal navy. Mrs. X. the preceding
evening attended the marine ball with a party of friend;, and appeared to

be in good health and spirits.

On Wednesday, the 14th of December, at Ipswich, Rear-admiral Uvo-
dale. He was made a post-captain in the year 1760, and superannuated
in the year 1790.

On Wednesday, the 21st of December, >it Crabthorn, near Tichfield,

aged 75, James Green, Esq. one of the oldest officers of the royal marine

corps on the list. He was at the taking of Havannah, in the year 1760, un-

der Sir G. Pocock and Lord Albemarle.

On the 29th of November, at Chilland-cottage, near Winchester, aged
75, Sir Thomas Paisley, Bart, admiral of the white squadron. A portrait
and biographical memoir of this officer, who lost his leg in the memorable
battle of the first of June, 1794, are gi'eu in the IVth volume of the

NAVAL CHRONICLE, page 349.

MR. EDITOR,
The following detail of the melancholy death of the late Captain Balder-

Stone, of his majesty's sloop Parthian, was given to me by an officer of

high rank, who was on board that sloop shortly after the unfortunate

circumstance happened. If you think it worthy of being placed amongst
Tour naval records, it is much at your service.

J. T. LEF.

Captain Balderstone having come on board with despatches, which the

Parthian was to convey to Corrunna, the ship's company being all on deck

gettingunder weigh, and Mr. Smith, one of the master's mates,not appearing

amongst them in his station, Captain B. sent for him, anil desired to knyw
why he was not at bis station. He pleaded ignorance of all hands

ben>^
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turned up, in a most insolent manner. Captain B. then said, as he had so

ofi;;n conducted himself in an un-orficcr-likc manner, tliat he would disrate

him
; and that in future he should do his duty before the mast on the fore-

castle. To wlurli lie replied,
" You may do u^ you please, sir;" folded his

arms, and retired in a contemptuous manner. Captain B. then directed

the purser to disrate him on the ship's books. In the mean time, the sloop

being under weigh, Mr. Smith went below to his berth ; and, alter having
locked himself in, cut a ball into four pieces, which, together with a ball

cartridge, he put into one of the ship's pistols, and having put another
ball Cartridge into his pocket, went into the midshipmen's birth on the

other side, and sat down with two young gentlemen to dinner; about the

middle of which he suddenly rose<np, struck his fist hard upon the table,
siad "

Shall I suffer the disgrace of being disrated? no; I'll be revenged;
and this is the last dinner I shall ever sit down to with you;'' addressing
himself to the two young gentlemen sitting at table with him. Upon which
he rushed out of the berth, caught up the pistol, which he had concealed
behind him, and went up the after-ladder. i ne young midshipmen alluded
to gave the alarm, by calling out,

"
Stop Mr. Smith;" which the captain's

steward, on seeing the butt end of the pistol from under his jacket,

attempted to do, but without success; the surgeon also saw him cross the

quarter-deck, and attempted to stop him. Captain H. was at this time

-.landing on the small ladder at the gangway; when Mr. S. being about
three or four feet from him, discharged the pistol directly into his back ;

which shattered his back-bone and the internal parts most dreadfully.

Captain 13. exclaimed "
I am shot! who fired at me?" and fell into tin-

arms of the purser. Mr. Smith was instantly secured, without muck
resistance, but said

u
It was his determination, Irui time been allowed

him, to have reloaded the pistol, and shot the first Ikutenant." It was with

rliihculty that the ship's company were
j
n vonted from tearing him to

pieces, so much was Captain Baldcrstone beloved by the me'n. It was
at first determined to send Captain B. to the hospital; but he refused,

saying,
" It was his wish to die on board his sloop." Dr. Beattie, the

physician to the Channel fleet, was immediately sent for, but arrived

unfortunately about 10 minutes after Captain Balderstone had breathed
his last. Dr. Beattie being the intimate friend of Captain B. questioned
Mr. Smith, as to his motive for committing so attrocious a murder ? his

reply was,
"

that he had his independent feelings as well as others/' Dr.
B. then said,

" You will certainly suffer tin: utmost severity of the law,''

which, Mr. S. said,
"

lie was well convinced of; but, as he was sure

Captain B. meant to flog him when the ship was at se;i, he would rather

Slitter any punishment the law could inflict, than receive one lash on h.'s

back." Dr. Beattie than asked him,
" If this was his only reason for

committing the horrid murder he had just been guilty of?" he replied," It was his only motive." On being questioned, he said that "
his parents

were of Irish and Scotch descent, but that lie was born in St. Croix ;

where his father is a planter.*' The body of Captain B. was removed to

the hospital, and opened ; and afterwards interred with military honours.
Thus fell, by the hands of a base assassin, a young officer who bade fair

shortly to be a bright ornament to the naval service.

%* In the obituary, page 424, of this volume, we mentioned the
death of Lieutenant Morres, of the 22d regiment of .foot; we now beg to

add, that he was the third son of the late Rfv. Redmond MOITPS, rector

ofClonmow, in the county of Cork, by Miss Mary Kyre Dalton, only
child of Edward Dalton, Esq. of Dec r Park, county of Clare, and i;ci-0 l-.j

the late Right lion. John Lord Eyre (a title now extinct) uf Eyro Court
castle.
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letter on the subject, ib. n. Joins Lord
Hothain off Toulon, and proposc-s to burn
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the siege of Irois, .0. Official letters of
Sir II. Parker and Capt. Ricketts on the

subject, ib. Letters of Genera!, Simcoe
and Churchill on the same, 6. Address
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Receives his majesty's permission to take
and

^use
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fleet with the intelligence of the

sailing
ef the Rochefort squadron (A.R. UJ05),
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