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PMENACE

TO THE FOURTEENTH VOLU.UE.

The thirteen Columns we have raised, will hereafter

be often pilfered^ to set off the works of those, who

•would otherwise search in vain for such materials.

Such were the words with which we concluded our

last Preface, and very fully has the truth of them been

confirmed, by what has since taken place ; for never

was any poor devil so plucked, and pulled, and

gutted; as our Chroniele has been, since the lamented

death of our illustrious Hero, Lord Nelson. Some

of the public Prints, particularly the Oracle and The

London Chronicle, were liberal enough to acknow*

ledge the source, whence they had derived the

only authentic materials that exist respecting this

renowned Officer. At our request, which Mr.

M'Arthur communicated to his Lordship, he was

pleased to send us a Memoir of his professional life,

in his own hand writing, on three sheets of letter
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]>aper—an invaluable relic, which is still in Mr. M'Ar-

thur's possession ; and from this document Lord Nel

son's biographical memoir was composed by the Rev.

J. S. Clarke, conjointly with the above gentleman.

The whole of what has appeared since, as far as relates

to the period which our memoir embraced, whether

published in separate Volumes, or in the public

prints, has been pilfered from the Naval Chronicle.

Such being the fact, the utility of our labours, and

the interest of our respective Volumes, cannot be

denied : But besides the above biographical Memoir,

we have at different times published various papers

relative to Lord Nelson; and to which our Headers

may possibly now wish to have one general reference :

tn Volume the Jirsl, 1799, page 42, inserted a bird's eye

▼iew of Lord Nelson's action with the French fleet in Aboukir

Bay, as drawn by Mr. Pocock. from accounts furnished by some

Officers who were present. II. At page 29, is the memorial

which Sir H. Nelson presented in 1797. III. At page 43, an

authentic narrative of the proceedings of Lord Nelson's squadron

from the 9th of May, 1798, to the beginning of August, in the

same year.—" This paper, we have always been led to believe,

w as written by the Chaplain of the Vanguard." IV. At page 83,

is a description of the medal that was in circulation in the metro

polis, in honour of the Battle of the Nile. V. Address to the Nile,

by Mr. Pys ; page and extract from a note in " The Pur

suits of Literature," which seemed prophetic, as it were, of the

victory, page 1-13. VI. An account of the engagement off the Nile,

*n original communication by a French Officer, page 149. Reflec

tions on the same, page 158. VII. Gazette Letters, page 162.

V I II. Extract from Mr. Bowles' admirable Song of the Battle of the

Nile, page 235; and from Mr. Sotheby's Poem on the same sub

ject; page 237. IX. Anecdote relative to Lord Nelson, and Cap
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tain Louis, in the Battle of the Nile, page 287. X. The Buttle

of the Nile, a dramatic Poem, on the model of the Greek Tra

gedy, page 309. XL Presents sent to Lord Nelson by the Grand

Seignior, page 340. XII. Answer of Lord Nelson to the Vote of

Thanks from flic House of Commons, page 437. XIII. Listofthe

different Paintings of the Battle* of the Nile, in the Exhibition of

1799, page 518, &c XIV. Chart of the Bay of Aboukir, with the

situation of the French and English fleets, from tkc drawing of a

French Officer, page 521. XV. Copy of a letter from Admiral

Nelson to the Governor of Bombay, 9Nth of August, 1798,

respecting the progress of the French, page 531. " This interest

ing Paper was first circulated in private circles, and after it was

printed was not generally known." XVI. For an account of the

old Agamemnon, the Captain, Vanguard, and Victory; Ships

which Lord Nelson respectively commanded ; see Appendix, No. 1.

In Volume the second, 1799. I. Lord Hood's thanks and

letter to Lord Nelson, in 1794, pages 42, 43. II. Lines, written

at Lord Walpole's, on the Battle of the Nile, page 67. III. Lord

Nelson's letter of thanks to Sir \V. Anderson, late Lord Mayor,

page 75. IV. Dimensions of the Canopus, one of the French

Ships taken at the Battle of the Nile, page 341. V. The Lcandcr

restored by the Kmpcror of Russia, as a mark of esteem to the

Officers, and Crews, w ho served under Lord Nelson ou the first of

August, 1798, page 377. VI. The following article came to us in

a cover, and as we imagined from his Lordship :—" A few remarks

relative to myself in the Captain, in which my pendant was flying

on the most glorious Valentine's Day, 1797," page 500. VII. Ga

zette Letters, pages 529, 530. VIII. Account of the Naval Fete at

Palermo, by the young Prince Leopold, in honour of Lord Nel

son, page 533. IX. Marriage on board the Foudroyant, in

Naples Bay, page 547.

In Volume the third, 1800. I. Gazette Letters, page 222.

II. Letter from Lord Nelson to his agent at Rome, respecting the

Monument decreed to him by the inhabitants of that City,

page 145. III. Biographical Memoir of Lord Nelson, page

157—Awedotes, pages 192, 195. IV. Extract from Mr. W. T.

Fitzgerald's Poem on the Battle of the Nile, page 219. V. Ex

tracts from some of Lord Nelson's letters illustrative of his charac
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tcr, with Far. Similes of his hand writing, previous and subsequent

to the loss of his right arm, page 303. VI. Lord Nelson landed iN

in Sicily, page 508.

In Volume the fourth, 1800. I. Noticed in the Biography of

Earl St. Vincent, page 39. II. Lines on Lord Nelson's Victory,

page 60. III. On the Naval Tactics which Lord Nelson employed

in the Battle of the Nile, pages 199, 229. '< Our vaunting

enemy declared nothing like it had ever before appeared ; and

stiled it Tactique de Nelson." IV. Lord Nelson's arrival, pages

428, 431.—Notice of the San Josefs going out of dock, page

437.— His Lordship presented at Court, page 442.—His pendant

on board the Namur, of 98 guns, Captain Hardy, page 443.

In Volume the fifth, 1801. I. Lord Nelson Lieutenant ta

Commodore Locker, page 118. II. An account of the Victory

off Copenhagen, page 334, and Sir Hyde Parker's official letter,

page 351.—Lord Nelson's official letter, page 354.—Thanks of

the House moved to Lord Nelson, &c, page 364. III. Lines on

the Victory off Copenhagen, page 426. IV. Account of the action

off Copenhagen, in a letter from an Officer to his Father, page

451 ; see also pages 452, 453. V- Lord Nelson crealod a Vis,

count, page 464. VI. Lord Nelson's investiture of Sir Thomas

Graves with the Order of the Bath, page 532.

In Volume the sixth, 1801. I. Lord Nelson's arrival from the

Baltic, page 69—his address to the different Officers and Crews on

leaving them, ibid. II. Hoists his flag on board the Unite, at

Sheerness, with 16 Frigates under his command, pages 73, 74,

and 83. III. Private letters respecting the Passage of the Sound,

and the Danish Naval Force, page 117—123. IV. Gazette Letters,

page 152—158. V. Lord Nelson's address to his squadron, after

their first and second attack upon Boulogne, page 160. VI. Cre

ated a Baron of the United Kingdom, page 170. VII. Impromptu

on his attack upon Boulogne, page 227—see also page 500.

VIII. His Majesty's permission to Lord Nelson for wearing the

Great Cross of the Order of St. Ferdinand, and of Merit ; and for

accepting the Dukedom of Bronte, page 258. IX. Lord Nelson's

commendation of Sir J. Saumarez, in the House of Commons,

page 418.

In Volume the seventh, 18Q2. I. Anecdote, page 32. II. Addi.
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tional verses to God me the King, in honour of Lord Nelson,

page 313.—Song made on board the Foudroyant, page 341.

In Volume the eighth, 1802. I. Permission to wear the

ensigns of Knight Grand Commander of the Equestrian Secular,

and Capitular Order of St. Joachim, page 86. II. Sailing direc

tions for Copenhagen, employed by Lord Nelson, page 211.

III. Rev. C. Willyams's account of Lord Nelson's proceedings in

the Mediterranean, with a narrative of the Battle of the Nile,

pages 226, 387. IV. Lines on the Victory off Copenhagen,

page 464.

In Volume the ninth, 1803. I. Lines by a Sailor on board the

Vanguard, on the Battle of the Nile, page 147. II. Lord Nelso»

first hoists his flag on board the Victory, his anxiety to get under

weigh, page 421.

In Volume the tenth, 1803. I. Gazette Letters, page 500.

In Volume the eleventh, 1804. I. Gazette Letters, pages 251,

252. II. Extract from his private letters, respecting the Toulon

Squadron, page 258. III. Monument erected by the Danes at

Copenhagen, page 357. IV. Short account of Lord Nelson's Flag,

ship, the Victory, Appendix, No. 1, page 3.

In Volume the twelfth, 1804. I. Examination of Lord Nelson

before the Commissioners of Naval Inquiry, page 28. II. Gazette

Letters, pages 131, 140, 315. III. Detachment from Lord Nel

son's Fleet, sent off Toulon—Extract from private letters, page

242. IV. Lord Nelson's answer to the Lord Mayor, on receiving

a Vote of Thanks from the Corporation, page 275.

In Volume the thirteenth, 1805. I. Extract from the Moniteur,

giving the French account of Lord Nelson's blockade of the port

of Barcelona, page 74. II. Account of the action off Copenhagen

by a Dane, page 463. III. Letter from an Officer on board Lord

Nelson's Fleet, page 482.

We could hardly have imagined, until this general

Table of reference to the services of Lord Nelson had

been drawn up, that the pages of our Chronicle had

preserved, and collected, so many interesting facts
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respecting this lamented Officer.—Should any of our

Readers wish to consult a list of the French naval

force previous to Lord Nelson's Action, they will find

one in Vol. XIII, page 260.

It frequently occurs, that whilst we are waiting in

order to procure authentic biographical memoirs of

Naval Officers, and have actually made application to

the Officers themselves ; some of the periodical works

will publish an hasty and imperfect sketch of the

very characters we had selected. This has lately

happened, both with Sir C. Pole, and Sir Home

Popham ; and it is a duty we owe ourselves to assert,

that if any original documents had been sent from

those Officers, the Naval Chronicle would have

had a preference. Our memoir ofAdmiral Milbanke,

which was ready for publication, has been delivered

to a friend of his family, with the hope of rendering it

as complete as possible. We also request communica

tions from professional men who were acquainted

with that worthy Admiral ; and also from those who

either knew, or served with the late Sir Richard

Pearson, Lieutenant Governor of Greenwich Hos

pital, and the gallant Captain Faulknor, who pre

ceded Lord Nelson in the path of glory, during the

year 1795. We return our respectful thanks to Lady

Pearson, for the papers we have received : and are

happy to inform our Readers, that previous to Mrs.

Faulknor's recent death, she had given every paper
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she could collect, relative to her Son, to one of our

earliest Patrons, who is now employed in preparing

them for the press.

The length of this Preface will not allow us to add

some other remarks which we had reserved for this

occasion. In Naval Literature we particularly recom

mend " The Naval and Military Memoirs of Great

Britain, by Beatson, from 1727 to 1783," in six

Volumes; the three last were published in 1804:

and, as we have sometimes noticed the respective

value of the public Prints, (Vol. 12, page 411), from

a knowledge of their value on board, after a long

cruise ; we shall also mark with approbation, as an

independent and well-written history of the times,

" Mr. Readhead Yorke's Weekly Political Review."

We must now take leave of our Friends, lest we

should miss the Tide ; and endeavour by a judicious

and careful freightage of our next Vessel, to secure

their approbation, and to prolong their patronage.

%* From the information we hare just received, by Officer!

who were on board the Temeraire, during the late glorious action,

that Ship was never boarded.

Communications intended for insertion in the Natal Chroni

cle, are requested to be sent to the Publisher, Mr. Gou>.

103, Shoe Lane, Fleet Street.



PLATES IN VOLUME XIV.

From Original Designt.

Plate. Page

Head Piece to Vol. XIV. Portrait of the Windsor Castle, of 98

guns. Engraved on Wood by C. Nesbit, from a Drawing by

Pocock. 1 '

CLXXXII. Portrait of Sir Thomas Boitlof.n Thompson, Knight. En

graved by Hidley, from a Portrait by Engleiieart 1 1/

CLXXXIII. View of Guavaiiami, Sr Cat Island. Engraved by Wells,

from a Drawing by Pococx 4^> '

CLXXXIV. PoRtRAir of th* Hon. RicAard Walpole, Commander of

the Houghton East Indiaman. Engraved by Kidiev, from a
Drawing by Hamilton ; . . . . j . . .• 89 v

CLXXXV. Gallant Action between three East Indiamen, under the

Command of Commodore Wilson, and a French Eme-of-Battle

Ship, of 74 guns, and Frigate of J6 guns. Engraved by Medland,

from a Drawing made by Pocock from a Sketch transmitted by

W. Wilson, Esq., the Commodore's Son 136 '

CLXXXVI. Portrait of John Bazely, Esq., Vice-Admirul of the Red

Squadron. Engraved by Ridley, from a Miniature Painting by

Lanodon 177 v

CLXXXVII. View 6f St. Petersburg. Engraved by Hall, from a

Drawing by F. Gibson, Esq„ F.A.S / 224 u

CLXXXVIII. Portrait of Maurice Sucklino, Esq., Captain R. N.

Enuraved by Ridley, from a Miniature in the possession of John"

Ciiarnocx, Esq., F.A.S 265

CLXXXIX. View of the City oT New York, oh the Coast 61" North

America. Engraved by Hall, from a Drawing by G.'T. 29# •

CXC. Portrait of Phillips Cosby, Esq., Admiral of the Red Squadron.

Engraved by Ridley, from a Miniature Painting by Robinson . . 353

CXCI. An accurate Chart of the Coast of Spain from Cadiz to Cate

Trafalgar, where the glorious Victory was obtained by the

English Fleet, under the Command of Lords Nelson and

Collinuh'Ood, ovtr the Combined Fleets of France and

Spain. Drawn and engraved by Arrow smith. .. .«v. .. 4K

CXCII. Correct View of Boulogne, with the Eteampinents, ori flic"

Heights, of the French Army, intended by Buonaparte for the

Invasion of England. Engraved by Mfdla'nd from a Drawing of

Pocock's, copied from a Sketch taken by an Officer on board the

Euryalus Frigate , 481 .

CXCIII. Plan of the English and Commnfd Fi sets of France and

Spain, as they appeared on the glorious 21st of October. Engraved

from a Drawing transmitted by an Officer in the Action to the

Lords of the Admiralty 496. v

CXC1Y. Representation of a Monument erected in Westminster Abbey

to the Memory of Captains Bayke, Blair, and Lord Robert

Manner*. Engraved by II. R. Cook, from a Drawing by

X. May n arc. n.







The Windsor Castle, of 98 guns, built at Woolwich ; urawi. uy *.r. roiotK just

before her launch, and engraved on wood by Mr. Nesbit. Her stern differs from most

•ther three-deckers, by narrowing in at top ; which gives her a very light appearance.

BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIR OF

SIR THOMAS BOULDEN THOMPSON, Knt.

E know not how to commence a fresh Volume of our

labours with more self-satisfaction, tlian in presenting the

Public with some particulars of Sir Thomas Boulden Thomp

son, a gallant Officer, whose distinguished Services point liim

out as ail object of eulogy and emulation, in that Profession of

which he is a dignified ornament.—He is one of those brave

Men — the proudest boast of Britain — who, by their glo'-

rious exertions, have increased the fame of their Country ; have

seized, for themselves, a wreath of perrcnial verdure; and whose

names and virtues will live in the remembrance of a grateful

posterity.

Thomas Boulden, now Sir Thomas Boulden Thompson, it

will be recollected by many of our Headers, is the Nephew of

/5a*. Cbron. OIbI.XIV. b

OF THE ROYAL NAVY.

" ^—— Let me purchase in my youth henow v.

To MAkK ME LOV'D 1SD VALE'D VlHtN I'H OLD,"

Otway.
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that able Officer and worthy Man, the deceased Captain

Edward Thompso-.i, whose extraordinary merit, as a Seaman

and as a Writer, long since obtained for him the most-honour

able notice in the biographical department of our Chronicle*.

For young Boulden, the relationship was peculiarly fortunate ;

as to the advantages which it afforded him must, in a great

measure, be ascribed the conspicuous figure he has made in his

Profession.

The Subject of the present Memoir is a Native of Kent.

His Father, Mr. Boulden, married Miss Thompson, the Sister

of the late Mr. Thompson, who had then attained only, the

rank of Lieutenant. The Boy, when very young, gave indica~

tious of spirit, vigour, and ability ; but, as

" The noblest blood of all the land's abash'd,

Having no lacquey but pale- poverty,"

those indications of spirit, vigour, and ability, might have proved

useless to himself and to his Country; and the flower of his youth

have been suffered to " waste its sweetness on the desert air,"

had not the fostering influence of his Uncle protected his earlier

years. The narrow finances of Mr. Boulden prevented him

from bestowing the requisite education on his Son,- but the

deficiency was amply supplied by Captain Thompson, who

placed his Nephew at school, for the purpose of receiving the

first rudiments of learning. The literary acquirements of Cap

tain Thompson fully qualified him for the office of a preceptor ;

and as soon as his Nephew was sufficiently advanced in his

boyish studies, to profit by superior instruction, he took him

entirely under his own care ; and, with the greatest accuracy,

strictness, and success, taught him Navigation, in all its branches,

and instilled into the youthful mind of his pupil a very com

petent acquaintance with other subjects of useful and elegant

knowledge. Though extremely indulgent to his Nephew, the

old Gentleman never suffered his affection to over-reach his pru

dence, nor would he ever accept of any but the most accurate

performance of the tasks which he conceived it proper to impose.

• fade Vol III, page 52 ; Vol. VI, p»ge 4S7 ; and Vol. VU, page 93,
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The only punishment which he inflicted for those instances of

idleness to which all boys are occasionally prone, was an

increase of labour, and confinement from play. When the

extraordinary industry of the pupil claimed a reward, an appro

priate indulgence was granted.

In June 1778, the late Captain Thompson was appointed to

command the Hyaena Frigate*; and, at the same time, young

Boulden, now taking the name of Thompson, having previously

been rated as a Midshipman, entered into active service on

board of the same Ship, which was mostly employed on the

Home Station till 1780. On the 16th of January, in that

year, the Hyaena having been fixed on as a repeating Frigate to

the Fleet commanded by Sir George Rodney, and destined for

the relief of Gibraltar, our young Officer had an opportunity of

witnessing our glorious Victory over the Spanish Squadron of

Don J . de Langara, off St. Vincent ; a Victory which could not

fail of making a lasting impression on his mind. It was after

this Engagement that the senior Thompson was sent home with

duplicates of the dispatches relative thereto ; arriving in England

two days before Captain M'Bride, who sailed from Gibraltar

with the originals, in the Childers Brig, ten days before the

Hyaena.

Young Thompson accompanied his Uncle on his return to

Gibraltar, whence, in the following year, that Gentleman sailed

as Commodore ofan Expedition against Demerara ; which, with

the .Dutch Settlements of Berbice and Issequibo, surrendered

without opposition -f. On this Station Mr. Thompson was

engaged in much active Service ; and the meritorious manner in

which he conducted himself procured him a Lieutenancy, which -

the Admiralty soon after confirmed.

Shortly after this appointment, Lieutenant Thompson com

manded a small Schooner, and distinguished himself by capturing

a French Privateer of very superior force.

In July 1783, soon after the conclusion of the American

War, the late Captain Thompson was appointed Commodore on

• Vide Naval Chronicle, Vol. VI, page 435. t Ibid. Vol. VII, page 9^.
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the African Station *' his Nephew acting as. his Second Lieute

nant, in the Grampus. On the death of the Commodore, in

January 1786, Captain Trip, of the Nautilus, succeeded to the

Command of the Grampus; and, by an agreement with his

senior Lieutenant, Mr. Thompson was appointed Master and

Commander of that Sloop. In the Nautilus he made a Voyage

down die Coast of Africa, executing the commission with which

he was intrusted, to the satisfaction of his Commanding Officer,

and with the full approbation of the Admiralty. For the period

of twelve months, which he remained ou the African Station,

he was no less distinguished than his deceased Uncle, for nau

tical skill, and for a strict attention to the various duties of his

Profession.

On his return to England, when his Ship was paid off, Cap

tain Thompson spent some time in London.

From London Captain Thompson retired to Hertfordshire,

where he principally remained, until the commencement of

hostilities subsequent to the French Revolution.

He obtained Post rank in 1790. Some time after the

beginning of the War, he was appointed to the Leander, of 50

guns, and stationed in the North Seas, where he performed con

siderable Serviced In 1796, the Leander was ordered to Ports

mouth, tovbe refitted, and remained there till . the Summer of

1 797, when she was directed to convoy a Fleet of. Merchant

men, and afterwards to proceed to Gibraltar. It was shortly

after Captain Thompson's arrival at that Port, that Admiral

Earl St. Vincent, from a variety of intelligence which he had

received, was induced to believe that the Town of Santa Cruz,

in the Island of Teneriffe, was an assailable object. That

Town was well fortified by the Spaniards; and to insure a

probability of success in the attempt to take it, Men of skill and

intrepidity were requisite. The command of the Squadron

which was appointed to this Service was accordingly given to

Rear-Admiral Nelson, with permission for him to choose his

Officers. Captain Thompson was one of those on whom die

Rear-Admiral's election fell; and, with the Captains, Trow-

• Vide Naval Chronicle, Vol. VL page 460.
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bridge, Hood, Freemantle, Bowen, Miller, and Waller, he

volunteered his services to land the Troops. On the evening of

the 25lh of July, the Squadron anchored a few miles to the

northward of Santa Cruz; and, by eleven o'clock at night, all

the Men were in the Boats, and rowed towards the Shore in

six divisions. In their progress some unfortunate accidents

happened ; and the night being extremely dark, the Boats

were unable to keep together. The Rear-Admiral, however,

and the Captains, Thompson and Freemantle, with four or five

Boats, succeeded in landing at the Mole, which they stormed

and carried, although defended by four or five hundred Men,

and half a dozen '24-pounders, which they spiked. But such a

heavy fire of musketry and grape shot was kept up froip the

Citadel, and the houses at the Mole-head, that it was impossible

for them to advance; and, almost to a Man, the whole party

was either killed or wounded. Among the latter, as is generally

known, was the brave Nelson, who lost his right arm, and die

Captains Thompson and Freemantle, who were only slightly

hurt.

Notwithstanding the failure of this attempt, the merit of the

Officers employed shone conspicuous, and met with the full

approbation of their gallant superior.—Rear-Admiral Nelson, in

his letter to Earl St. Vincent on the occasion, asserts, that

more daring intrepidity never zvas shown, than by the Captains,

Officers, and Men, whom he had the honour to command*.

After this affair, Captain Thompson returned to Gibraltar, on

which Station he remained till June 1798, when he was ordered

by Earl St. Vincent to the Mediterranean, destined soon to

become the scene of his individual, as well as of the national

glory.

For a full and circumstantial account of the glorious Battle of

the Nile, on the 1st of August, we must refer our Readers to

the earlier Volumes of our Work+. Instead therefore of

entering into detail, we shall simply offer a few brief observa

tions, relating more immediately to the subject of the present

? Vide Naval Chronicle, Vol. Ill, page 179.

* Vol. I, page 43 ; and Vol. Ill, page 181.
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Memoir.—The Enemy had taken a station which they supposed,

and not without probability, would secure to them the most

decided advantages. The situation in which they were moored

was such as might be expected to afford full play to their

Artillery, to the force and dexterous management of which the

splendid series of their land Victories was in a great measure to

be imputed. Our Officer's Ship, the Leander, though but of 50

guns, was stationed in the Line of Battle. By an instantaneous

exertion of that powerful genius which, with the rapidity of

thought, conceives and executes new measures for cases of

untried emergency, Admiral Nelson immediately decided on the

movement which determined the event of the day; and thus

early prevented the effectual co-operation of the French Batte

ries with their Line.

In a narrative of this illustrious Victory of Admiral Nelson,

which was published at a shortly-subsequent period, the achieve

ments of our Officer arc mentioned in terms of the highest

praise.—" Captain Thompson," says the writer, " of the Lean

der, of 50 guns, with a degree of skill and intrepidity highly

honourable to his professional character, advanced towards the

Enemy's Line on the outside, and most judiciously dropped his

anchor athwart the hauser of le Franklin, raking her with great

success, the shot from the Leander's broadside, which passed

that Ship, all striking l'Orient, the Flag-ship of the French

Commander in Chief."

Thus did Captain Thompson, with a Ship of inferior force,

succeed in that noble achievement peculiar to British bravery and

skill ;—the cutting through the Enemy's Line*.

On the 5th of August, the Leander sailed, with Captain, now

Sir Edward Berry, of the Vanguard, as the bearer of Admiral

Nelson's dispatches to the Commander in Chief. In the course

of die Leander's Passage, Captain Thompson had an opportunity

of exerting his Naval abilities, which, though unfortunate in the

result, as fully and gloriously manifested the heroism of hi*

* The total loss which the Leander sustained was that of 14 Seamen being

wounded.
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character, and vigour of his genius, as any of his previous or

subsequent exploits.—Disabled by the late Battle, and far short

of her complement of Men, on the 18th of August the Leander

was fallen in with by le Genereux, a French 74 gun Ship, with

her full complement of Men. Under these circumstances, Cap

tain Thompson, as wisdom directed and duty required, endea

voured to avoid an Engagement ; but the state of his Ship ren

dering it impossible to escape without a contest, he instantly

prepared for action; and, notwithstanding the inferiority and

disadvantages under which he laboured, he maintained an

obstinate combat for six hours and a half. At length, finding

his Ship entirely a Wreck, he consulted with Captain Berry on

the propriety of holding out any longer; and, with the con

currence and advice of that able Officer, he found it expedient

to yield to the circumstances of the moment, and reluctantly

surrendered.

The Leander was carried into Corfu, whence the unfortunate

Captives were sent to Trieste. Immediately on his arrival at

the latter place, Captain Thompson wrote to Admiral Nelson,

apprising him of the loss of His Majesty's Ship Leander, in the

following terms; a duplicate of which was also dispatched,

under cover, to Evan Nepean, Esq., for the information of the

Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty :—

Trieste, October 13, 1798.

It is with extreme pain I have to rclato to you the Capture of

His Majesty's Ship Leander, late under my command, by a French

74 gun Ship, after a close Action of six hours and a half. On the

18th of August last, being within five or six miles of the west end

of Goza, near the Island of Candia, we discovered at day-break a

large Sail on the S. E. quarter, standing directly for the Leander;

we were then becalmed, but the stranger bringing up a fine breeze

from the southward, we soon made him to be a large Ship of the

Line. As the Leander was in Officers aud Men upwards of 80

short of their complement, and had on board a number which

were wounded on the 1st, I did not consider myself justified in

seeking an Action with a Ship which appeared of such considerable

superiority in point of size, and therefore took every means in my

power to avoid it: I, howevgr, soon found, that an inferiority of
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sailing made it inevitable ; and I therefore, with all sail set, steered

the Leander a course which I judged would receive our Adversary

to the best advantage, should lie bring us to battle. At 8 o'clock

the strange Ship (still continuing to have the good fortune of the

Wind) had approached us within a long random shot, and had

Neapolitan Colours hoisted, which he now changed to Turkish ;

but this deception was of no avail, as I plainly made him to be

French. At nine he had ranged up within a half gun-shot of our

weather quarter; 1 therefore hauled the Leander up sufficiently to

bring the broadside to bear, and immediately commenced a vigorous

cannonade on him, which he instantly returned. The Ships con

tinued nearing each other till half-past ten, keeping up a constant

and heavy firing. At this time I perceived the Enemy intending to

run us on board, and the Leander being very much cut up in

rigging, sails, and yards, I was unable, with the light air that

blew, to prevent it He ran us on board on the larboard bow,

and continued alongside us for some time. A most spirited and

well-directed fire, however, from our small party of Marines, (com

manded by the Serjeant,) on the poop and from the quarter-deck,

prevented the Enemy from taking advantage of his good fortune,

and he was repulsed in all his efforts to make an impression on us.

The firing from the great guns was all this time kept up with the

same vigour; and a light breeze giving the Ships way, I was

enabled to steer clear of the Enemy, and soon afterwards had the

satisfaction to luff under his stern, and passing him within ten

yards, distinctly discharged every gun from the Leander into him.

As from thenceforward was nothing but a continued series of

heavy firing within pistol-shot, without any Wind, and the Sea as

smooth as glass, I feel it unnecessary to give you the detail of

the effects of every shot, which must be obvious from our situation.

I shall therefore content myself with assuring you, that a most

vigorous cannonade was kept up from the Leander without the.-

smallest intermission, until half-past three in the afternoon. All

this time the Enemy having passed our bows with a light breeze,

and brought himself on our starboard side, wc found that our

guns on that side were nearly all disabled by the wreck of our own.

spars, that had all fallen on this side. This produced a cessation

of our fire, and the Enemy took this time to ask us if we had sur

rendered ? The Leander was now totally ungovernable, not

having a thing standing but the shattered remains of the fore and

main-masts, and the bowsprit; her hull cut to pieces, and the

decks full of killed and wounded ; and perceiving the Enemy, wh«

3
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had only lost his mizen-top-mast, approaching to place himself

athwart our stern ; in this defenceless situation I asked Captain

Berry if he thought we could do more? He coinciding with me

that farther resistance was vain and impracticable, and indeed

all hope of success having for some time vanished, I therefore now

directed an answer to be given in the affirmative, and the Enemy

soon after took possession of His Majesty's Ship. 1 cannot con

clude this account without assuring you how much advantage His

Majesty's Service derived during this" Action from the gallantry

and activity of Capt. Berry, of the Vanguard. I should also be

wanting in justice if I did not bear testimony to the stsady bravery

of the Officers and Seamen of the Leander in this hard contest,

which, though unsuccsseful in its termination, will still. I trust,

entitle them to the approbation of their Country. The Lncmy

proved to be the Genereux, of 74 guns, commanded by M. Ltjjille,

chef de division, who had escaped from the Action of the 1st of

August, and being the rearmost of the French Line, had received

little or no share of it, having on board 900 Men, about 100 of

whom we found had been killed in the present contest, and 188

wounded. I enclose a list of the loss in killed and wounded in the

Leander, and have the honour to be, &c.

T. Thompson.

A Return of Officers and Men Killed and Wounded on board Hit

Majesty's Ship Leander.

Officers killed.—Mr. Peter Downes*, Midshipman; Mr. Gib

son, Midshipman of the Caroline; Mr. Edward Haddon, Mid

shipman.— 24 Seamen killed.—Marines killed : Serjeant Dair, and

7 Privates.—Total : 3 Officers, 24 Seamen, 1 Serjeant, 7 Marines.

Officers wounded.—Capt. Thompson, badly ; Lieut. Taylor;

Lieut. Swiney ; Mr. Lee, Master ; Mr. Mathias, Boatswain,

badly; Mr. Larky, Master's Mate ; Mr. Nailor, Midshipman.—

41 Seamen ; 8 Marines.—Total : 7 Officers, 41 Seamen, 9 Mariues,

wounded.

* This gentleman was the younger Son of the ancient Family of Downes, of

Shriglcy, in Cheshire. He was only in his 20th year, but had served in the most

active scenes during the whole of the War, with the highest honour to himself,

the most distinguished approbation of his commanding Officers, and the universal

esteem of his Comrades. Towards the conclusion of the defence of the Leander^

he received a fatal shot, of the wound from which he lingered, with tha greatest

resignation, till the following morning.—Ed.

J3a«. «Tp»n. Sol. XIV. «
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The circumstance of their being taken Prisoners was not the

only inconvenience which Captain Thompson and his Officers

sustained ; tor no sooner had they arrived on board of lc Gene-

reux than they were plundered of every article belonging to them,

excepting the clothes which they wore. They expostulated

with the French Captain on the harshness of this treatment, but

their remonstrances were in vain ; and when they reminded him

of the situation of the French Officers who had been made

Prisoners by Admiral Nelson, in comparison with those now

taken in the Leander, he coolly replied :—" J'en misfache, mais

le fait est, que les Francois sont bons au pillage*." Captain

Berry expressed a wish to have a pair of pistols returned to

him, of which he had been plundered. On their being pro

duced, however, by the Man who took them, the French

Captain immediately secured them for himself, telling Captain

Berry that he would give him a pair of French pistols to protect

him on his journey home. It is proper to add, that the promise

was never performed.

Various other acts of cruelty were experienced by Captain

Thompson and his gallant Crew, from these worshippers of

liberty and equality, which would have disgraced a Bombay

•Corsair, or an American Savage. Their inhumanity was even

carried to such an extreme, that, at the very moment when the

Surgeon of the Leander was performing the chirurgical opera

tions, he was robbed of his instruments ; and the wound which

Captain Thompson had received was nearly proving fatal by

their forcibly withholding the attendance of his Surgeon. The.

barbarous treatment inflicted on these brave Men was continued

even after their arrival at Corfu, as is evident from the following

letter on this subject, addressed by Mr. Stanley, the British

Consul at Trieste, to the Lords of the Admiralty :—-

MY LORDS, Trieste, 3d December, 1798.

Thirty Seamen of the Leander, which was taken and carried

into Corfu, arrived here from that Island the 20th ult. : these poor

Men were forced away in three small inconvenient Vessels, ten in

■ I am sorry for it; but the fact is, that the French are eipert at pluuder.
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each, some of them badly wounded, and in a very weak state,

being obliged to lie on the decks, exposed to the inclemency of the

season, seventeen days. On Friday ten more arrived from the

same place. The first thirty, having finished their quarantine of

thirteen days, came out this morning much recovered from the

attention to their health and food. The last ten have suffered more

than the others, being twenty-three days on their passage, and so

short of provisions, that, had not some Passengers taken com

passion on them, they must have perished. I am sorry to observe

the French behaved very badly to them in the shortness of pro

visions. I hope, by proper care, to restore these valuable meri

torious Men to their Country and Families.

I have the honour to be, &c.

Edward Staklet,

Right Hon. Lords Commissioners British Consul at Trieste.

of'th» Admiralty.

By comparing the following ridiculous and bombastic epistle

from the Captain of the Genereux, with the plain unvarnished

statements of the British Officers who were concerned, our

Readers will be enabled to judge of the veracity with which

Frenchmen write, as well as of the superior gallantry with

which theyfight.

Corfu, September 8, 1798.

I have the pleasure to announce to you my arrival at Corfu.

I have been here for some days past, having brought in the

English Ship Leandcr, of seventy-four -guns, which I met near the

Isles of Coza and Candia, about a league from the Shore. This

Ship had been sent to carry dispatches from Bequiers Road*,

where the English had attacked us on the 1st of August. We

were at anchor, but in a position certainly not very secure for our

Squadron: of this bad situation they took advantage, and having

placed us between two fires, a most dreadful slaughter took place,

the Ships not being at a greater distance than pistol shot, and at

anchor. From the circumstance of the AVind, with relation (o the

English Ships, we should have been superior in the contest, if

l'Oricnt, our Admiral's Ship, had not blown up in the air, which

threw us all into disorder; as, to avoid the flames that had already

reached 1c Tonnant, every Vessel was obliged to shift its. station.

Having, however, placed my Ship in a situation favourable to the

* iMcaning Aboukir.
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direction of its cannon, I fought her until three in the morning of

the following day to that in which, at ten in the evening, 1'Orient

blew up.

By a singular accident I missed having a broadside at Captain

Darby, who sailed with us in the last War from the Cape of Good

Hope to Cadiz. His Ship, the Bellerophon, of 74 guns, sailed

past me about half-past ten in the evening, having lost her main

mast and mizen-inast. I fired three of our shots at her, which

carried away the mast she was hoisting, and struck away one of

the lanthorns off the poop.

I immediately ordered one of my Officers to go in pursuit of,

and tu bring on board of my Ship the Captain of this Ship; but

in half an hour afterwards, when I was about to send my Boat on

board her, the fire from several English Ships being directed against

me, compelled me rather to think of answering their guns than of

taking possession of the other Ship ; and the slow manner in which

the Officer whom I had dispatched proceeded to execute my

orders, was the cause of my failing to take possession of this other

Ship.

As to the Leander, I wa» obliged to fight with her for nearly

four hours and three quarters. She carries seventy-four guns, 24

.and 30 pounders on her lower deck, and 12 pounders on her

upper. I should have made myself Master of her in less than an

hour, had we been at close fighting. During the Engagement we

boarded her ; and I should have succeeded in making prize of her

by boarding, if I had had a more active Crew.

CSigned) Lejoille, jun.

On the 17th of December, 1793, Captain Thompson having

been regularly exchanged, a Court Martial was held on board

His Majesty's Ship America, at Sheeraess, to inquire into his

conduct, and into that of the Officers and Men who served

under him, when the Leander was taken. The requisite forms

having been gone through, the Court delivered the following

honourable sentence of acquittal :—

The Court having heard the evidence brought forward in support

of Captain Thompson's Narrative of the Capture of the Leander,

and having very maturely and deliberately considered the whole,

is of opinion, that the gallant and almost unprecedented

defence of Captain Thompson, of the Leander, against so superior

a force as that of the Gcnercux, is deserving of every praise this
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Country and this Court can give; and that his conduct, with that

of the Officers and Men under his command, reflects not only the

highest honour on himself and them, but on their Country at

large ; and the Court does therefore most honourably acquit Cap

tain Thompson, his Officers, and Ship's Company ; and he and

they are hereby most honourably acquitted accordingly.

The President of the Court, after the sentence had been read,

addressed Captain Thompson in the following words :—

Captain Thompson—I feel the most lively pleasure in return,

ing to you the sword with which you have so bravely maintained

the honour of your King and Country: the more so, as I am con

vinced, that when you are again called upon to draw it in their

defence, you will add fresh laurels to the wreath which you have

already so nobly won.

Soon after this period, His Majesty was pleased to confer

the honour of Knighthood on Captain Thompson, and to

reward his services with a pension of 300/. per annum.

In the following Spring, 1799, he was appointed to the

Bellona, of 74 guns, and joined the Fleet under the command

of .Admiral Lord Bridport, off Brest, between the SOth of

April and the 12th of May. From this Station he was dis

patched, to reinforce Earl St. Vincent, with whom he remained,

in the Mediterranean, till the month of August, and then

returned to England.

In the course of the year 1799j Sir Thomas had the satisfac

tion of hearing, that his old Ship, the Leander, was taken at

Corfu, by the Russians and Turks; and that the Emperor

of Russia had ordered her to be restored to His Britannic

Majesty.

In the early part of 1800, Captain Thompson was employed

in the Channel and in Soundings; whence he returned with

Admiral Sir Alan Gardner, to refit, in the month of March.

We are not aware that our Officer was engaged in any farther

service, until the period of the memorable Baltic Expedition,

which sailed from Y armouth Roads, under the command of Sir

Hyde Parker, in March 1801. The glorious Victory of Copen

hagen, which speedily followed, is already recorded in our
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Chronicle *, and will live in history, " till time itself shall die

with age."

From the intricacy of the navigation, the Bellona took the

ground before she could enter into action ; and, by this unfor

tunate circumstance, Captain Thompson was prevented from

taking so distinguished a part in the Engagement as he would

otherwise have done. But, though not on the spot which had

been assigned her, the Bellona was so stationed as to be highly

serviceable, and the gallantry of her brave Commander was

displayed with considerable effect. Being stationary, and within

reach of the Enemy's Batteries, the loss which she sustained was

considerable. She had nine Seamen and two Marines killed;

and forty-eight Seamen, ten Marines, and five Soldiers, wounded.

Among the latter number was Captain Thompson himself, who

had the misfortune to lose one of his legs in the Action:

For his services on this occasion, he, in common with the

rest of the Officers of the Fleet, received the thanks of both

Houses of Parliament. His merit also was farther rewarded

by an increase of his pension, from three to five hundred per

annum ; and he has, we believe ever since, enjoyed the com«

mand of the Mary Yacht, now stationed at Deptford.

Captain Thompson's professional achievements are of a con

spicuous stamp. His exertions at the Victory of the Nile

entitle him to high praise ; at the Battle of Copenhagen, all that

was possible for man to do, in his situation, was performed ; and

his defence of the Leander, so brave, so judicious, so deter

mined, will never be forgotten in the annals of the British

Navy.

We have now only to speak of Sir Thomas Boulden Thomp

son as a private Gentleman. As is evident from his portrait,

which is considered to be a striking likeness, he possesses a

manly, expressive, and interesting countenance ; he is above

the middle size, of a vigorous make, and graceful figure. The

latter, however, is now losing somewhat of its proportion ; as,

from the loss of his leg, he is incapable of taking much exercise,

* Vide Vol. V, pages 334 and 35.1.
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except on horseback, and a tendency to corpulence becomes

daily more and more visible.

While at Gibraltar, he became acquainted with Miss Raikes,

Daughter of Robert Raikes, Esq. of Gloucester, a young Lady

of great beauty and accomplishments, and Niece to an Officer

high in rank in the Garrison. To this Lady Sir Thomas has

been married some years, and has a family of two or three

children.

Since his retirement from the active duties of his Profession,

he resides on a farm of some extent, near Bushy Park ; and

though he no longer fights the Battles of his Country, he feasts

'hot idly on her produce ; but, like another Cincinnatus, devotes

his time to the humble toils of agricultural pursuits.

LOBD MELVILLE AND MB. TBOTTEH.

'HE following is a clause in the Bond of Release executed

between Lord Melville and Mr. Trotter, in Feb. 1803,

respecting the destruction of Vouchers :—

Whereas for several years past there have been sundry accounts,

reckonings, and money transactions depending between us, the

accounts of which have lately been examined, adjusted, and agreed

upon between us ; and upon such examination, settlement, and

adjustment, there remained a balance due from the said Alexander

Trotter to the aforesaid Lord Viscount Melville, of one thousand

five hundred and eighty pounds, eleven shillings and one penny,

sterling money; with which final examination, statement, and

adjustment, both parties declare themselves perfectly satisfied, and

do hereby approve of and ratify the same. And they have either

mutually delivered up to each other, or resolved and agreed

mutually to cancel and destroy all the vouchers or other memo

randums and writings, that at any time heretofore may have

existed, passed, or been interchanged between them relative to the

•aid accounts, and the different items and articles of which the said

accounts are composed or consist; and they have further resolved
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and agreed, mutually to release and discharge each other up to the

day of the date of these presents, for now and ever : Therefore,

fee fee. fee.

WINDSOR CASTLE PACKET, CAPT. SUTTON.

Barbadaes, March 19.

THE Windsor Castle Packet, Capt. Sutton, arrived here from-

Falmouth, a few days since, in twenty-nine days. She would

have been here sooner, had she not fallen in with a large French

Privateer Brig to windward, carrying 20 guns, twelves and nines,

and 175 Men. She came down under the Packet's lee bow, when

she tacked Ship, with Spanish Colours flying, but soon after

hoisted French, and fired a broadside. The Packet continued her

course, making use of her small arms only, as she could not get

any of her great guns to bear on the Privateer. She then ranged

up close under the Windsor Castle' s quarter, and twice attempted

to board, but was repulsed with the loss of several of her Crew.

At length the Packet had the good fortune to get two of her guns,

with round and canister, to bear on the Brig, and carried away

her bowsprit and main-top-mast, when she dropped astern, to

repair her damage, which must have been great. The defence of

the Packet is here spoken of in the highest terms, as she carried

only eight guns, and had on board only thirty-two People,

including three Passengers. Her loss is not great, considering

that she maintained a rnnning fight of four hours continuance-

One of her Men was killed, and three Passengers and six Seamen

were wounded. Great praise is due to Captain Sutton and the

Master for their very gallant conduct while in the presence of the

Enemy, and the animating conduct of the Passengers cannot be

.spoken of too highly. It is with pleasure I can say that the

wounded arc all in a fair way, and will doubtless be well again in

a few days. The Merchants here have voted a piece of plate, of

150 guineas value, to Captain Sutton, for his gallant defence of

the mails given into his charge, and it is to be hoped that Govern

ment will not let this meritorious action pass unrewarded.

Names of the Passengers wounded.—J. Graham, a ball through

the cheek ; M. Franklin, fleshy part of the thigh, with musketry ;

G. Ledeatt, calf of the leg.

ADMIRAL HADDOCK.

WHEN the renowned Admiral Haddock was dying, he begged

to see his Son, to whom he thus delivered himself:—" Notwith

standing my rank in life, and public *ervicei for so many years, I
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shall leave you only a small fortune; but, my dear boy, it is

honestly got, and will wear well ; there are no Seamen's wages

or provisions in it; nor is there one single penny of dirty money.

LORD NELSON.

LORD NELSON, shortly after the memorable Battle of

Copenhagen, had occasion to write to his Wine Merchant, to whom

he facetiously apologized for not answering his letter, " as he had

lately been much engaged!"

CAPTAIN OF THE FAME, OF HULL.

THE Captain of the Fame, of Hull, and a Sailor, made their

escape from Prison at Verdun in France, on the night of the

last of April, having first secured a stock of provisions. Pro

ceeding by bye roads, they reached a wood on the third day, in

which they made themselves a small hut with some timber which

they found ; and, while reposing in it for a few hours, were

attacked by a Wolf, which made several attempts to get into them,

but without effect. On the fourth day their provisions being

expended, they were obliged to attempt procuring a supply at a

small Village, where they were taken into custody, and marched

back on the road towards Verdun by four Men, from whom,

however, finding their muskets not charged, they escaped, after

travelling about a mile. Arriving on the Banks of the Sarr, near

Sarr Libre, they swam across the River, and travelled onward

towards the Rhine ; on the Banks of which, near Biberack, they

arrived on the 9th of May ; and partly by force, partly by money,

obtained a passage over. From thence they passed, by way of

Hesse Cassel, through Germany to Embden, which they reached

on the 22d, and taking shipping there, with four other British

Sailors who had also effected their escape, arrived iu this Country

a few days ago.

GALLANT EXPLOIT.

A GALLANT Exploit was performed at Hastings, June 13,

by two Row-boats belonging to this place, with a party of Sea

Fenciblcs, under the immediate command of Lieutenant Market,

who is stationed here.

On the evening of Wednesday a French Privateer was observed

lurking in this neighbourhood ; and the Fishermen, fearful of

falling into their hands, returned again to the Shore a short time

after having put to Sea. A coasting Sloop was observed at this

JiSato. ©!>ret». fflrt.XIV. »
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time coming before the Wind, and not being apprehensive of

.danger, fell an easy prey to the Enemy, who was seen to take

possession, and stood out to Sea. The Boats before montioned

were soon manned with Volunteers from the Sea Fenciblcs with

that alacrity which so eminently distinguishes British Seamen in the

hour of danger, and on all other occasions where exertion is

necessary, and, after a long and laborious chase of many hours,

came up with the Sloop, and succeeded in the dangerous enterprize

of boarding, and have this morning brought her into Hastings

Road. She proves to be the Industry, from Exeter to London,

with sundry articles of Merchandize. The Privateer suffered th«

MasteT, with two Men, to remain on board, having previously

robbed them of their watches, money, and clothes. The Mate,

with two Boys, were sent on board the Privateer.

LOSS OF THE SHIP JUPITER.

THE Ship Jupiter, Law, which sailed from the Downs on the

6th of March, for new York, on the 6th of April, lat. 40° 20',

long. 49°, fell in with an immense quantity of wreck, by a piece

of which her starboard bow was stove in : finding the pumps

insufficient to keep her afloat, 38 Men, Women, and Children,

got into the Long-boat, and the Captain and seven others in the

Yawl, and had scarely time to push off, when the Ship sunk with

27 Passengers on board. The Yawl was picked up two days

after, but the Long-boat has not been heard of: there is reason,

however, to suppose that she has likewise been picked up, a*

several Vessels were standing in the direction she took.

MARRIAGE BETWF.E.V LADY IIOXORA LAMBERT AND HEUT,

WOODGATE OF THE ROYAL NAVY.

WITH the progress of that mutual passion which led to this

now indissoluble connection we arc unacquainted ; but the cir

cumstances that occurred at the altar will be found to be some

what out of the usual routine of modern marriages. Her Lady

ship is the Daughter of the Earl of Cavan, and on the 29th of

April last completed the 21st year of her age. Lieut. Woodgate

of the Navy served with the Noble Earl in Egypt, where he

received a wound in his leg, which, without being amputated,

obliges him, nevertheless, to make use of a wooden one. This

wounded Officer, on Saturday last, gave noficc to the Parish

Clerk of St. Pancras, that he should, on the following morning,

repair to the church of that parish, to be married to one llonora
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Lambert, for which he had a license (which afterwards proved to

be a special one,) and requested the Clergyman might be in atten

dance at a quarter past nine o'xlock, and particularly desired that

no delay might take place. On the same day (Saturday) Lord

Cavan called with a friend on the Parish Clerk, and inquired if he

had not had notice of such an intended marriage; on being

answered in the affirmative, his Lordship requested he might be

permitted to wait in the Clerk's house to see the parties pass to

the church, which was agreed to, and the next morning he

attended at an early hour; but previous to his going to the Clerk's'

house, he had stationed some persons opposite the church door to

recognise the parties.

About the appointed time (a quarter past nine o'clock) his Lord,

ship was informed by one of his sentinels, that the parties were in

church; whither, with three friends and two stout servants, he

immediately repaired, and, on entering, domanded his Daughter ;

which being refused by the Lieutenant and his friends, very high

words ensued, and the argument was conducted with such violence,

that it was thought proper to call in the constables resident in

the neighbourhood. The Clergyman at length arrived (but not

until nearly one hour behind the appointed time,) and joined the

parties in the vestry, when, we understand, his Lordship, iu the

most positive terms, forbid the marriage. But whether (he Cler

gyman thought he was not warranted in refusing to perform the

ceremony, both of the parties being of age, or from w hat other

motive he might have acted, we do not pretend to decide, but to

the altar, in presence of the Noble Earl, was his Daughter led,

" nothing loth," and the service was commenced; in the middlu

of which his Lordship rose, and in a loud voice three times for

bade the marriage. He was instantly answered by the Parson,

who informed his Lordship that the couple were already betrothed

to each other, and that it was his duty to finish the ceremony,

which he accordingly did; and as soon as it was concluded, the

JSra~cal Hero bore aisay his Prize. His Lordship left the church,

after he was informed by the Clergyman that the parties were

betrothed, which was before the ceremony was quite finished.

Lord Cavan was married very early in life, and has not yet com

pleted his 42d year: Lady Ilonora is his Lordship's eldest child

living.

MEDUSA FRIGATE.

THE Medusa Frigate, commanded by Sir John Core, with

lh« Marquis Cornwallis and Suite on board, arrived at one of tha
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Cape de Verd Islands, on its way to India, in seventeen days,

being the quickest passage, perhaps, ever known to be made by a

Ship of that description.

LIEUTENANT YEO AND HIS BRAVE COMPANIONS.

A FEW minutes before Lieut Yeo and his fifty gallant Com

panions left the Ship, Captain Maitland addressed them in one of

those short and ardent speeches which are alone tit to be used in

the midst of danger and exertion. He reminded them who they

were, and against whom their exertions were to be directed; and

told them particularly, that as it was the birth-day of their Sove

reign, they ought to prove the superiority of their loyal attach

ment by a gallantry transcending any thing that had been befora

accomplished, by themselves or others, in the British Navy. The

gallant Tars gave three cheers, with an enthusiasm promising all

the heroism and success by which they, in the next 45 minutes,

distinguished themselves; and then with the utmost eagerness mada

for the Shore.

Amongst the other eccentricities of British Sailors and Royal

Marines, the following is almost equal to that at Panama, in the

South Seas, under Commodore Anson, which happened in the Spa

nish War of 1742. When the Sailors and Marines of la Loire, of

44 guns, got possession of the Fort of £1 Mauros, near Caps

Finisterre, and had secured all the surviving Prisoners, having

sent off the Stores, they took off the Spanish Soldiers' fierca

Grenadier cap!; and accoutrements from the dead bodies of the

killed, and rowed in this state to their Ship, all black and begrimed

with the fatigue they had undergone. Captain M. and their

Shipmates were quite astonished to sec them, and could scarcely

keep from laughing at their grotesque figures. When they had

taken a Battery of two guns, the fire of which annoyed la Loire

and their Boats in landing, the fire of the regular Fort of 14 guns

was opened with grape shot. Lieutenants Yeo and Lowe imme

diately proposed to attack it ;—at it they went, entered the gate,

and found the Spanish Troops drawn up to receive them. Tha

Governor, with an Officer, singled out the above Officers, and

they fought hand to hand. Although quarter was offered them,

the Governor refused, and fell, covered with wounds. The other

Officer was also badly wounded; but the Sailors and Marine*

fought three times their number pell-mell, and finally obliged tha

whole of them to surrender.
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A demonstrable, accurate, and at all Times practical Method of

a/Justing Hadley's Sextant, so as to render the back Obser

vation equally correct icith the fore Observation, and to measure

an Angle of 150, 160, or 170 Degrees, as accurately as one of

30, 40, or 50 Degrees—Communicated to the Astronomer

Royal, by Letter, dated Sept. 28, 1803. By Uig Reverend

Michael Waiid, o/Tamworth, Staffordshire*.

TTAVING several years used a Hadley's Octant by Dollond, of

the common construction, to compute the time from the Sun's

double altitude, in order occasionally to examine the rate of going

of a gridiron-pendulum clock; I have often lost a number of

observations from want of a certain dependence on angles above

90 degrees ; the same inconvenience attended all attempts at

revising a table of Refractions of stars above 45 degrees meridional

altitude ; and also all lunar distances above 90 degrees required a

more extensive instrument : the one I have, however, being a

great favourite with me, it became more an object with me to

invent some mode of bringing that accuracy to measure larger

angles than 90 degrees, than to purchase a more extensive one.

Flattering myself that the subjoined experiments and observations

will give, if not exactness, at least a demonstrable deviation within

15 seconds, I shall feel myself happy if what I communicate will

prove of service to others in its present state, or may give rise to

any new ideas of improvement in the instrument itself.

It is a known principle in Optics, that the angle of reflection is

equal to the angle of incidence; hence the angle formed by B and

C in Jig. 1, being greater than a right anglo, B B^__ A

receiving a ray and transmitting it to C, the

consequence from the above principle is AD

becomes greater than AE ; AE being equal to

the distance of the reflecting points in B and C.

Infig. 2, B and C forming a right angle, E and

D coincide.
4

In fig. 3, B and C forming an angle less than a B/( p. }

right angle, AD becomes less than AE.

• We are indebted lo the LXXIVth Vol. of tlw Gentleman's Magazine for tads

useful Paper.
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Let us now suppose the eye placed behind G in fig. 4, so 4s to

observe or bring the point G upon A, and behind H in the line

BII let the flame of a candle be placed, it is evident that the ray

from the flame will return through IIB, fall upon B, be reflected

to A, and be again reflected by A through AG so as to be dis

tinctly seen by the eye behind G.

Unscrew the lever of the back observation-glass, and turning it

round, adjust it like the fore observation-glass. In this attempt it

will be found necessary to remove the sight-vane to a new situation,

which may be done by gluing a small bit of wood on the side at

Z (fig. 4.) to hold it*.

• It way be useful here to remark, tliat in upwards of 1000 altitudes of the

Sun taken with my instrument with the back observation-glass turned as here

described, and the sight-vane in a bit of wood fastened to (be side, and all the

opening of the back observation-glass covered, by pasting paper over its surface,

except a strip exactly as broad as the opening, and at right angles to it ; 1 have

found upon taking any even number of double altitudes ot the Sun with their cor

respondent times, that when the average was found it aluays accorded in time and

altitude with the middle place : whereas when I have tried the lore observation-

glass in the same manner, it was frequently subject to a deviation, and very

seldom would bear apportioning when both occupied the middle of the column.

Let an example taken yesterday testify to what I assert.

1804, February 13 at X—14' 15" 33" 51' 15"

X—15 2 34 0 30

X—15 40 34 6 40

X—T6 14 34 11 30"

X—17 2 34 21 30

X—17 39 34 26 30

place of average.

61 35 52 204 57 55

X— 15 58 34 9 39 average.

The inference hence is, that by increasing the distance of the two reflectors and

the eye, and confining the observation to a square about one degree, or double

the Sun's diameter in breadth, the accuracy is considerably increased.
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Having adjusted the back observation-glass as for a. fore obser

vation, draw a pencil line from its center to the center of the hole

in Z, and from the center of the index-glass let fall a perpendicular

LM; this line in my instrument is 6*333333 inches.

Now Gil being previously made equal to LM, and the index

*ct to o on the limb, turn the back observation-glass to its proper

situation, and adjust it as nearly as yon can.

The line GH is now to be changed for the following apparatus.

In a scale of wood about five inches broad and a foot long, and an

inch thick, let there be a slit made two or three inches long, and

not exceeding one-thirtieth of an inch in breadth : at 6-3333 inches

from this slit, let a scale of inches divided into tenths begin both

ways ; let a telescope, magnifying any number of times from 3 or

4 to 30, be so contrived as to move nearer or farther from the slit

by means of a screw, and also perpeudicular to the plane of the

scale, let the telescope also carry an index corresponding to the

center of the cross hairs within it, opposite to the slits let there be

a socket to hold a small bit of candle : the whole will be easily

comprehended by inspecting Jig. 5.

■•"fr":

i

0 2

»)

TheSlitU<%£ ^behind tie flame. Telcfccjx, »Ui crofslain.

Fix both instrnmcnt and apparatus on a plank, or in a box open

at both ends, so that GM may for a reason to be given below be

176-88734 inches.

If GK exceeds GH, the angle ACB is then more than a right

angle, and the angle RBH is double the angle SCB, for SCA is

drawn to represent a right angle.

But if GK equals GH, the angle ACB is a right angle, and K

and H coinciding, the angle KBH vanishes of course, SCB vanishes

also, and coincides with the right angle SCA.

But if GK is less than GH, so as that K fall on P, then the

angle ACB will fall within, or be included in the right angle ACS,

and the index line CB will take an angular situation similar to

that of the line CVV, and the angle PB1I w ill be double the then

angle SCW.

The reason why KBH is double the angle SCB is, suppose a ray

ccmes from G upon A, is thence reflected to B, the index-glass B

being set at more than a right angle to AC, whatever excess in
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incidence it receives, the same excess in reflection also it transmits

to GK, of course therefore KBH is double SCB.

Theapparatus being thus explained, and the principles established,

let ns now apply them practically to measure the angle KBH.

Let us first find the length of BH or GM.

From the property of the circle it is evident that if the radius be

57*29578 inches, the line of one degree will be one inch, and the

sine and tangent of angles less than 10 minutes have no discernible

difference, therefore the sine may be used for the tangent : there

fore 343'77408 inches radius will give 6 inches for 1 degree.

Now 6 inches being divisible into 60 tenths, one-tenth of an

inch will correspond to one minute ; but, as has been already

observed, the angle KBH will measure double the angle SBC,

therefore half the radius with the same 6 inches sine will measure

pot the minutes of the angle SBC at one-tenth of an inch for each

minute.

Then 176-88734 inches must be the length of BH orGM.

If this length be doubled, then each tenth will measure 3Q

seconds.

If tripled, the divisions will be 20 seconds each, &c. &c.

Having placed the instrument, and directed the telescope along

the line GM to A, light the candle and look for its reflection

through the slit, and you will find 3, 5, or 7 linqs of light, but the

middle one the brightest; bring that into the center of the tele

scope by screwing the telescope nearer to, or farther from the silt

as occasion may require, then note at what division the index on

the telescope stands; suppose it at 4£ of the divisions to the right

of the instrument, will measure all angles by back observation

4° 15" too much, yet subject to the laws of the back observation

in the common way : thus an angle of 42° 52' 30" so taken must

be diminished to 42* 48' 15", and this taken from 180° leaves

137° 11' 45" the true angle; and so in other cases.

If this mode be not approved of, another, perhaps as accurate,

may be tried : set the index of the telescope to o on the scale of

the apparatus, and the index of the instrument at o on the limb,

then move the index of the instrument along the limb till the

■riddle bright light occupies the center of the telescope as before,

and the angle of deviation, if to the left, mHst be subtracted ; if to

the right, added; thus 4' 15", in the example just given, would

be pointed out on the small arch to the right, and must also be

applied as before.

Many more, and perhaps useful, observations might be addedj
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and a mode of setting both glasses perpendicular to the plane of

tlie instrument, by the use of the above apparatus; but I fear I

have already exceeded the limits allowed to communications in a

Monthly Publication ; I shall therefore add no more, except to

say, it will give me pleasure to find the present communication

considered as useful. M. W.

ON THE LUMINOUS APPEARANCE OF THE SEA.

(From St. Vincent's Voyifgc in the African Seas.)

/>N the evening of the 23d of December, we noticed in the

wake of the Ship, besides the usual phosphorescent appear

ance of the Sea, very brilliant coruscations, evidently proceeding

from considerable numbers of mollusca. We caught several of

them, which, on examination, seemed to constitute a new mollus

cous genus.

The body of these animals is cylindrical, of a firmish consistency,

attenuated at one of the extremities, transparent, and somewhat

yellowish. Its whole substance is full of small grains of a deeper

yellow, while the exterior surface is covered with unequal tubercles

of the same nature with the rest of the body. Its only indication

of life was a slight degree of swelling, when molested ; its length

seldom exceeds five inches, and its thickness an inch ; and it is

enclosed in a covering or sheath. In outward appearance it

resembles Muller's Holuturia elegans. As it emits very luminous

scintillations during the night, I have designed it Monophura

noctiluca*.

The phosphorescence of the Sea is such a singular phenomenon,

that it caunot be surprising that those who have witnessed it

should endeavour to investigate its cause. In all parts of the

Ocean, as soon as day begins to decline, a new light breaks forth

from the bosom of the waters, and diversities the gloomy sadness

of the surrounding scene.

TJie foaming and agitated billows are covered with a multitude

of luminous points of various sizes ; some of them extremely

minute, but all possessing great brilliancy. A Ship driven before

the Wind leaves in her track a stream of light, which is very slowly

effaced. Flat sandy Fea J-horcs washed by the waves, alga:, or

other marine productions left by the returning waters, become

suddenly luminous in the dark on the slightest pressure ; so that

* Uonophara noctiluca, oblongs, attenuate, tubuculala.

m*. Sfi»n. Ool.XIV. E
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the foot or hand placed on the sand or on the moist fuci, leave

thereon traces of light similar to that produced by the presence of

the glow-worm.

In certain parts of the Ocean, particularly under the Line, the

whole surface of the waters is illuminated in a very remarkable

degree. A bucket of water taken up during the day in these

latitudes, in which it is impossible to discern by the naked eye,

or even by the aid of an ordinary microscope, any animalcula or

other extraneous body, will nevertheless, on being agitated by

the hand, in the dark, display the same luminous appearance,

and even leave on the fingers traces of phosphoric light. On

being kept,-however, for a certain time, it ceases to exhibit these

phenomena.

Besides the small luminons particles now mentioned, the Sea conT

tains an immense multitude of animals, which emit a very remark,

able light. We' here allude to a particular species of mollusca, by

which this property is possessed in an eminent degree. These

luciferous animals almost all belong to the class of transparent

and gelatinous worms ; they have the power of producing a Kght,

which they can spontaneously augment, dimiuish, or altogether

extinguish.

If it had not been demonstrated that the mollusca arc herma

phrodites, we might have presumed that Nature had endowed the

one sex at certain periods with the faculty of surrounding itself

with light, in order to attract the notice of the other.

It seems at first sight that these mollusca, M'hich scarcely deserve

the name of organized beings, thrown defenceless upon an element

inhabited by voracious and monstrous animals ; it seems, I repeat,

on this view of the subject, that they have received from Nature a

transparent form, in order that, by being confounded with the

translucent fluid they inhabit, they may escape being altogether

exterminated by their Enemies. On the contrary, however, why

has Nature bestowed on them an opposite faculty? Why, amidst

the security afforded by the darkness of the night, do they dart

as it were out of themselves, and disseminate to a distance traces

of their existence?

It is still more singular, that on the approach of danger

these mollusca should surround themselves with light, as if more

certainly to lead to their own destruction : for it is only when

injured by the beating of the surges, the dashing of the waves

against a hard body, or by the friction produced in the track of a

Vessel, that we see these gelatinous worms, which are so profusely
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Scattered OTer the surface of the Sea, begin suddenly to sparkle,

and diffuse around them this lumtnous appearance.

The analogy which prevails between these mollusca and the

microscope worms usually termed animalcula infusoria, is so

striking, that we are compelled to conclude that, like the glutinous

mollusca, the myriads of imperceptible beings abounding in Sea

water possess the power of rendering themselves luminous at

pleasure, that they also exert this faculty when injured, and that it

is to this property of microscopic animals the phosphorescent

appearance of the Ocean must be ascribed. The luminous appear-

ance of Sand-banks, and of marine plants, which may naturally

be supposed to afford a retreat to a vast number of these salt

water animalcula infusoria, affords a new proof in support of the

truth of this opinion. But why do not the fresh-water animalcula

infusoria likewise possess this phosphoric quality? Why, in large

marshes, wherein such multitudes of animals invisible to the naked

eye are discoverable by the help of a microscope, do we not behold

something similar to the phosphorescent appearance of the Sea ?

The mollusca are in general regarded as poisonous ; but ought

they in reality to be considered so? Has Nature endowed them

with an instinctive knowledge of their deleterious quality, in order

that they might remain in safety amidst the numerous enemies by

which they are surrounded ? Can they communicate this know

ledge to the fish that might otherwise be tempted to make them

their prey ?

No accurate microscopic observations, it must be confessed,

can be added in support of the opiuion I have ventured to propose :

I am also fully aware that several Naturalists deny that the scin

tillations of the Sea are produced by the presence of these animal

cula; scintillations very different however from the light produced

by molluscous worms. These Naturalists believe that the Sea, like

the Earth and Air, peopled by an innumerable host of animals,

generated only to die, must contain myriads of them in a state of

putrefaction ; and that as the putrefaction process has been going

on for millions of ages, it affords a satisfactory explanation of the

phenomena in question.

In fact, there is between the Ocean- and the Earth this difference,

that the former is always in a state of agitation, whilst the latter

remains relatively at rest. In proportion as the organic beings

which inhabit the Earth cease to live, and are decomposed on its

surface—moisture, the particular attraction of different substances

for one another, their specific gravity, as well as various unknown
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causes, prepare the elements of decomposed bodies to enter into1

new combinations, by which means there is an incessant reproduc

tion of animal and vegetable life.

In the Sea, on the contrary, the effects of the tides, and the

influence of opposing currents, prevent those combinations taking

place which arc necessary to the formation of new bodies ; the

remains of animal and vegetable substances, broken by the force of

contending waves, are indiscriminately mingled in the agitated

waters ; hence, perhaps, proceeds the unctuous quality, bitter

taste, and remarkable viscosity of Sea water ; its brackish taste

may originate from the same cause ; and to the phosphorus pro

duced by the decomposition of so many animal bodies, has been

attributed the luminous appearance of the Ocean. Besides, as the

pure water of the Sea is diminished by the effect of evaporation and

other causes, which scarcely at all act on the substances it con

tains, it should seem, according to this last hypothesis, that the

waters of the Sea must decrease in proportion to the age of the

World ; and that its saltness, viscosity, and other qualities, as well

as the phosphorescent appearance of the waves, should daily con

tinue to augment

Such are the ideas which the appearance of this phenomenon pro

duced in my mind : I- forbear, however, to give any decisive

opinion respecting its cause. I have related facts, and ventured to

state some doubts, leaving it with the learned to deduce their owi

conclusions.

CORRECT RELATION OF SHIPWRECKS.

[Continued from Vol. XIII, page 452.]

$0. xii.

Again the dismal prospect opens round,

The wreck, the shore, the dying, and the drown'd.

■ Falcon m.

MR. EDITOR,

J^GREEABLY to my promise, I have now the pleasure of

transmitting to you the Second Part of the " Narrative of

* Shipzi'rcck on the Island of Cape Breton.*"

I am, Sir,

Your humble Servant,

L.

* Vid* Naval Cbronicli, Vol. XI, page 447.
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ABOUT a fortnight after we had fixed ourselves in the hut, th«

Mate and I took an, opportunity of walking ten or twelve mile.-

up a River, upon the ice, where we observed many tracks of

moose-deer, and other animals, some of which we might have

killed, had we been provided with ammunition. In our progress

we discovered several trees cut on one side, apparently by an axe,

which induced us to think that there might be Indians near at

hand. On going farther, we perceived, by a whig-wam, which

remained, that there had been some there lately. We likewise

found the skin of a moose-deer hanging across a pole. It gave us

much satisfaction to find that we were in a place where inhabitants

had recently been, as it was probable they might again return

there. In case this should happen, I cut a long pole and stuck it

in the ice upon the River ; then with my knife, which was the

only one amongst us, I cut a piece of bark from a birch tree, and

forming it into the shape of a hand, pointing towards our hut,

fixed it on the top of the pole, and took away the moose-skin, in

_ order that they might perceive that some persons had been on the

spot since they left it, and the route which they had taken on

their return. We then pursued the way back to our habitation.

Twenty days having elapsed since our Shipwreck, and our pro-

Tisions being very much reduced, I began to entertain a suspicion,

that there was some foul play during my absence at different times

from the hut in search of Inhabitants. I therefore determined, if

possible, to find out the truth ; and, by keeping a constant watch

at night, I at length discovered, that the depredators were the

Captain and two Sailors, who had consumed no less than seventy

pounds in so short a space of time. To prevent such practices in

future, the Mate and I never went out together, one of us con

stantly remaining in the hut.

We continued in a state of suspence from our last discovery for

some days, when, giving up all hopes of seeing any Indians in

this place, having provisions for only six weeks longer, and a few

of our Men being recovered, I proposed leaving our habitation,

with as many as could work in the Boat, in search of Inhabitants.

* When we came, however, to put this proposal in execution, a new

difficulty started itself; viz. that of repairing the Boat, which had

been beaten in such a manner by the Sea upon the Beach, that

every Seam was open. We first attempted to stop them with dry

oakum, but soon found that it would not answer the intended

purpose; and having saved no pitch from on board the Wreck, we

began to despair of the possibility of repairing them. I at length
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thought of making a kind of succedaneum for pitch of the Canadian

balsam, which had been shipped for apples. We accordingly went

to work in making the experiment, and boiled a quantity of the

balsam in the iron kettle which we had saved, and by frequently

taking it off the fire to cool, we soon brought it to a proper con

sistence. A sufficient quantity of it being prepared, we turned up

the Boat, and having cleaned her bottom, gave her a coat of the

balsam, which effectually stopped up all crevices for the present.

This done, we got a small sail rigged to a mast, which shipped and

unshipped occasionally; and then pitched upon the persons who

were to go with me in the Boat.

By the 1st of January we got our Boat in tolerable condition,

and likewise our mast and sail rigged. Our agreement was to take

six in the Boat, viz. the Captain and Mate, two Sailors, myself,

and Servant; none of the rest being sufficiently recovered to

accompany us. Our shoes being all nearly worn out, my employ

ment, during the whole of the next day, was to make a kind of

mozekisins, or Indian shoes, of canvas. My needle was nothing

more than the handle of a pewter spoon, and the same canvas

supplied me with thread. As soon as I had made two pair for

each Man in our Party, we divided the provisions that remained

into fourteen equal parts, which amounted only to a quarter of a>

pound of beef per day for six weeks ; those who were to stay

behind sharing as much as we who were to go in the Boat.

In the afternoon of the 4th, the Wind moderating, wc got our

provisions, and whatever little matters might be of service to us,

into the Boat, and set off on our expedition. Having got about

eight miles from the place of our Shipwreck, the Wind began to

increase and blow very hard at S. E., which was immediately off

the Shore. Neither our Boat nor oars were of the best, and we

were on the point of being blown out to Sea; but, by dint of

rowing, we made shift to get into a deep Bay about a mile a-head,

where we thought we might pass the night with safety. Having

got every thing on Shore, we hauled our Boat up as high as our

strength would permit, and set to work in lighting our fire, and

cutting our wood for the night: we likewise cut some pine

branches, the smaller of which served us to lie on ; and the larger,

in the form of a whig.warn, to shelter us from the inclemency of

the weather.

The place which we had landed on was a fin» sandy Beach, with

little or no snow on it Having observed some small pieces of

wood cast on Shore by the. Tide, that had formerly been cut with
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an axe, and a number of long poles scattered along the edge of

the Bank, which had likewise been cut in the same manner, I

thought it likely there might be some Inhabitants near at hand ;

and proposed, as soon as we had taken a little refreshment, to go

along the Beach to a high point of land at about two miles distance,

which was clear of wood, and appeared to be cultivated ; thinking

from thence we might make some useful discoveries. I accordingly

set out soon after with two of the Men ; and, before we had pro

ceeded a mile, saw the remains of a Shallop, or Newfoundland

Fishing-boat, almost covered with sand, whicli seemed to have been

set on fire. This gave us hopes of discovering something else to

our satisfaction, and we proceeded as fast as we could to the point

of land. Having gained the top of it, we descried, to our inex

pressible joy, a few houses about half a mile distant, towards

which we directed our course, having no doubt but that we should

now meet with some relief; but on coming up to them, found that

they were only the remains of some old Store-houses, which had

been built there for the curing of cod-fish, and to all appearance

had been abandoned some years before.

We determined, however, to make the most of our discovery;

and observing a number of old casks lying about in different parts,

we searched them minutely, in hopes of finding some provisions,

but to no purpose. As we walked along the point, we gathered

about a quart of cranberries ; and, having reconnoitred every

part, we returned to our Boat, communicated the discoveries

which we had made to our Companions, and gave them their share

.of the berries that we had gathered.

The Wind now came round to the N. W. and blew with such

violence as to prevent us from proceeding on our Voyage. It

continued so for two days, when, happening to get up in the

middle of the night, I was astonished on observing, while the.

Wind continued blowing as hard as ever, that the Sea was entirely

without agitation. I immediately awoke the Mate, to inform him

of this extraordinary phenomenon ; and going down to the Beach

together to know the cause, we found the Sea all covered with ice,

nothing but a large sheet of it being to be seen for leagues around.

This was an alarming circumstance, as it seemed to preclude all

possibility of proceeding any farther, and might give us causa

even to regret having left our habitations.

The Wind continued to blow from the same quarter for two

days longer ; and at length, on the 9th, it became perfectly calm.

oNext morning the. Wind came round to the S. £. ; and, it having
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blown extremely hard, by four o'clock in the afternoon the*e war

not a piece of ice to be seen along the Coast, the whole of it hating

been blown ont to Sea. The Tiolence of the Wind, however, pre-

Tcnted us from moving till the llth of January, when a fine light

breeze blowing along the Coast, we launched our Boat, got

round the clear point of the land, hoisted our sail, and put before

the Wind.

We made tolerable way, and had not proceeded far before we

descried an extremely high point, about seTcn leagues a-head, with

a continued precipice along the Coast, so that it was impossible

for us to land on any part of it, before we came to that headland.

This made it very dangerous to attempt the passage ; for if the

Wind should happen to come round to the north-west, we must

inevitably have perished amongst the Rocks. But danger was no

longer an object to be considered by us ; so we got out two oars,

not being able to use any more, as the Boat had been so much

damaged, that two Men were constantly employed in keeping her

clear of water ; and with the assistance of a fair Wind made the

point about eleven o'clock at night; but finding no place that we

eould possibly land on, we were obliged to keep along the Coast

till two in the morning, when the Wind increasing, and a Stony

Beach appearing, on which wc should not have thought it ex

pedient to land had the Wind been moderate, we were obliged to

put ashore, and immediately got our provisions out of the Boat.

The Beach was of some height from the surface of the water, the

Sea having beat the gravel up into a kind of bank, which ren

dered it impossible for us to haul our Boat up. We were there

fore obliged to leave her to the mercy of the Sea.

The place where we landed was a Beach of about four hundred

yards in length, bounded at the distance of about fifty yards from

the water's edge by a precipice of at least a hundred feet in height,

which enclosed it on all sides.

On the 13th the Wind came round to the N.W., and the Sea

beat with such violence [against the Shore, as to drive our Boat

twenty yards higher than she was, and to beat several holes in her

bottom.

The same weather continued for eight days, with a prodigious

fall of snow, a circumstance that added to our other inconveniencics.

At length, on the 21st, the weather became more moderate, and*

the snow ceased, having in the course of this last week fallen to the

depth of three feet perpendicular. "

Next day we contrived with much labour to turn our Boat half
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way over, in order to examine the damage ske had received, which

wc found considerable; the coat of balsam being entirely rubbed

off. We expected that the ice would go to Sea whenever (he

Wind should come round to the southward ; and therefore thought,

if we could but get our Boat repaired, that we might still have

some chance of meeting with Inhabitants. But the great difficulty

was, how to repair it; and, after trying various methods, we gava

it up as a thing entirely impracticable.

Though it was impossible for us to climb the precipice by which

we were encompassed, yet we imagined that we might easily get

into the woods, by walking along Shore upon the ice. In order

to make the experiment, the Mate and I proposed to walk a few

miles; and, having set out, wc had not proceeded far before we

came to the entrance of a River, and a fine sandy Beach. After

consulting together, wc at last came to a resolution of taking the

next day what provisions we had upon our backs, and coasting

along the ice, till we could discover some Inhabitants, expecting,

from its' present appearance of strength, that it would remain for

some time longer : and tho Wind having drifted the greatest part

of the snow off it, we computed that wc should be able to walk

about ten miles a day, even in our present weak and reduced

condition.

Thus being fully resolved, we were to set out the morning of

the 21th; but on the night preceding it the Wind came round to

the south-east, and blew hard, attended with snow and rain; so

that in the morning, as I already apprehended would be the case,

the whole sheet of ice was demolished, or driven out to Sea.

Thus circumstanced, we were again obliged to turn our thoughts

towards some scheme for repairing our Boat. We had plenty of

oakum to stop up the holes and seams, but nothing to substitute

for pitch, to prevent the water from penetrating. I at length

thought of throwing water over the oakum, and letting it freeze

into a cake of ice. The Men made light of my undertaking ; but

I soon convinced them of its utility ; for, by continually throwing

water over the oakum, we froze up every seam and hole in such,

a manner, that not a drop of water could enter as long as the

weather continued freezing as at present.

On the 27th of January, the weather being moderate, and a

light breeze directly off the Shore, we got our Boat very carefully

launched, and set off early in the morning from this ill-omened

Bay. Wc had the pleasure to observe that tho Boat made little or

m\>, Cjron, 5UI.XIV. f
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no water, so that we were enabled to keep our four oars continually

at work.

The weather continued very moderate all the day of the 27th, so

that by six o'clock in the evening we computed that we had

rowed about twelve miles from where we departed in the morning.

We put ashore about six o'clock upon a small sandy Beach, and

by placing the oars under our Boat, dragged her carefully some

yards from the water ; so that she lay very safe while the Wind

continued as it then was. We next cut some branches, made a fire,

and sheltered ourselves as well as possible in the wood.

A shower of rain the next day unfortunately melted all the ice

off our Boat: we were therefore prevented from going any farther

till a return of the frost ; and, what made the matter worse, our pro

visions were now reduced to two pounds and a half of beef for each

Man. On the morning of the 29 th, the Mate having wandered a

little distance from our fire, returned in haste to inform me, that he

had discovered a partridge perched on the bough of a tree. I

immediately went to the place where he had seen it, and observing

that the bird was very tame, and not above fourteen feet from the

ground, I cut down a long pole, and taking part of the rope-yarn

that fastened my canvas shoes, made a running loop of it, and

fixed it to the end of the pole; then walking softly under the tree,

and lifting the pole gently up, I fixed the loop about the partridge's

neck, and giving it a sudden jerk, closed the loop, and secured the

bird. We then went towards the fire with our prize, and boiled

it in some melted snow, together with a little salt water, to give

the broth a relish: having divided it into six equal parts, and

cast lots for the choice of each, we sat down to what we found a

delicious meal.

On the afternoon of the 29th it began to freeze hard, when wo

took the advantage of the frost to stop the Boat's leaks as before ;

and the Wind continuing moderate, weJaunched her and put to

Sea. The day being almost spent before we set off, we could not

make above seven miles to a sandy Beach and thick Wood, which

seemed to afford a tolerable shelter. In this place we passed the

night; and the next day we launched our Boat betimes 'in the

morning, in order to get before night as far as possible on our

journey; but we had not proceeded above six miles, before the

Wind freshening up from the south-east, obliged us to put ashore,

and haul up our Boat.

A heavy fall of rain, which continued the whole day, rendered

our situation extremely uncomfortable, and melted again the icy
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caulking of the Boat. We were therefore to console ourselves, as

well as we could, in the certainty of remaining here till a return

of tho frost, and mean while proposed to reconnoitre, as far as our

reduced state would allow us, into the Country. In this however

we were prevented by the quantity of snow which still lay on the

ground, and was not yet sufficiently frozen to bear our weight

without rackets or stiow shoes.

Soon after, the Wind coming round to the N.W. and bringing

the frost along with it, wc were once more enabled to repair our

Boat, and to prepare for launching it, as soon as the Wind should

abate its violence. This happening in some degree on the 1st of

February, we immediately embarked, and pursued our Coasting

Voyage; but the severity of the cold having formed a quantity of

ice, it was with extreme labour that we contrived to get five miles

before night, one of our Party being employed in breaking the

ice with a pole, and clearing it from the bows of the Boat.

The following day, the Wind blowing fresh from the north-west

quartet prevented us again from proceeding any farther till the- 3d,

when, coming round to the west, which is directly along the Shore,

•we were enabled to embark, and pursue our Voyage. Our Boat,

notwithstanding all our diligence in caulking, made now so much

water, that we were obliged to keep one Man constantly at work

in bailing it out with a cainp-kettle. The Wind, however, was as

fair a» we could wish; and being neither too slack nor too violent,

we for some time went at the rate of four miles an hour, with the

assistance of our oars: but soon after, the Wind increasing, we

laid in our oars, and ran under our sail alone, at the rate of about

five miles an hour.

After having run above sixteen miles, we discovered an exceed,

ingiy high Land, about six leagues distant, with several other

Mountains and large Bays between us ; and it being yet early in

the day, a fine Wind, and no great Sea, we were in hopes, if the

Wind should not increase too much, that we should be able to

reach it before night. About two o'clock in the afternoon, when

we supposed we were within three leagues of it, we discovered an

Island about twenty miles from the Main ; and, on comparing

circumstances, we concluded that the Island must be that of St.

Paul, and the high Land the north Point of Cape Breton.

It was almost dark by the time We reached the North Cape ;

where finding no place to land, we were obliged to double the

Cape, and continue our journey.

Finding no place to land during the night, we continued rowing
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as close as «e could to the Rocks, till about five in the morning

■when hearing the Sea run on the Shore very long and heavy, we

imagined that we must be off a sandy Beach. We accordingly

rowed towards the Land, and at the distance of fifty yards, for it

was yet dark, were able to discern a Beach at least four miles in

length. It was not a convenient place for landing, yet we effected

it with more ease than we expected, and suffered no other incon

venience than that of having our Boat nearly filled with water on

the Beach. Having landed, our first care was to haul up the

Boat. We then got into the woods, which lay close to the Shore,

where we kindled a fire; but having got wet in landing, and being

in a very weak and reduced condition, it was with the greatest

difficulty that we could keep ourselves awake: we were therefore

under the necessity of watching in turn, lest, all being asleep

together, the fire should go out, and we should be frozen to death.

Having now time to consider every circumstance, we had no doubt

remaining, but that we were upon the North Cape of the Island

of Breton, which, together with Cape Roy on the Island of New

foundland, marks the Entrance of the Gulf of St. Lawrence.

Our provisions were now entirely consumed; and having not the

most distant prospect of getting any more, we were ready to

abandon ourselves to despair. Having weighed the necessity of

the case, and the misery of perishing by hunger, I was of opinion,

as well as the Mate, that it would be most advisable to sacrifice

one for the preservation of the rest; and that the most proper

method would be by casting lots, for the purpose of determining

which should be the unfortunate Victim. But this resolution we

agreed to put off to the last extremity. We commenced a search,

along the Beach, and at length succeeded in obtaining about two

quarts of hips, or wild rose-buds, by throwing up the snow, and

searching in different parts of the Bank. Having with this sorry

food allayed in some degree the keen sense of hunger, and th«

Wind having become somewhat more moderate, we got into our

Boat and pushed off, the day being already drawing towards a

conclusion. Our progress was however soon impeded by the

quantity of ice that floated upon the water, which obliged us to put

ashore on another part of the same Beach, In landing I had the

misfortune to let the tinder-box fall from my bosom into the

water, by which we were unable to kindle a fire; and, being

exceedingly wet, we thought it best to reimbark, and return to

the spot whence we came. It was with the greatest difficulty that

we got back ; but, on our arrival at the place, we had the satis.
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faction to find, that the fire was not totally extinguished. H.td it

been so, we must have perished in the course of the night. The

fire being repaired, I cut up the remainder of my shirt, and made

some more tinder.

On the 8th of February the Wind came round to the south

west, which cleared off the ice, and enabled us to leave this place

by ten o'clock in the morning. As we proceeded along the

Shore, we found it was not quite so rocky as it had been on the

other side of the North Cape. We vtere therefore able to land

this night without difficulty within a large Rock, by which we

were sheltered from the Wind aud Sea. The next day, the wea

ther continuing moderate, we had again proceeded about eight

miles on our journey, when the Wind beginning to blow so hard

as to raise a considerable swell, we were obliged to stejr to the

Shore; and in landing, had the misfortune to lose two of our oar>,

which were washed overboard by the Surf.

On the following day the Wind lulled, and we immediately took

the advantage of it to put to Sea. We had now but two oars remain

ing ; which being double manned, we contrived to get about six miles

before night. This was a very hard day's work, considering our

present weak condition ; for having been a length of time without

tasting any kind of nourishment, wc were so much reduced in

strength, that when wc got on Shore we could scarcely walk for

fifty yards together.

The weather being unfavourable on the 11th, wc were under

the necessity of remaining the whole day in the same resting

place; and having leisure to search about the Shore, wc were

fortunate enough to find a few rose-buds, which we at present

esteemed a great delicacy.

On the 12th the Wind became moderate, and we proceeded once

more on our journey. The Coast seemed to diminish in height as

we passed along it, which made us hope we were now approaching

the cultivated part of the Island. Next day the weather got

milder, with a fall of rain; so that it was with difficulty we could

get our Boat to swim, the ice thawing gradually otF the bottom.

This obliged us to put ashore long before night; and when we hud

landed, and made a fire, we found no other immediate want but

that of provisions, having consumed all the hips or rose-buds that

we had gathered at our last landing place. Being now driven to

the last extremity, we were obliged to sacrifice our prospect of

travelling any farther to the immediate preservation of our lives.

About a dozen tallow candles remained, which we had hitherto
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employed in stopping the leaks of our Boat, as fast- as she sprung

one in any particular place. Of these we divided a small part"

among us, which gave us some relief for the present. The two

following days we coasted for a few miles, searching for a place

where we could meet with some hips; but our search proved

ineffectual.

On the 17th we made another division of a part of the tallow can

dles that yet remained; and on the following day, the Wind being

favourable, we proceeded about five miles; where, finding a fine

flat Country, we put on Shore, with a determination to perish on

this place, unless some unforeseen accident should bring us relief.

To attempt drawing up our Boat would, in our present weak

condition, have been a vain undertaking, so that we were obliged

to leave her exposed to the mercy of the Sea. All that we could

preserve was our axe, a saw, and the sail of the Boat, which we

generally made use of as a covering.

As soon as we landed, we cleared away the snow from a par

ticular spot in the entrance of the wood, where we intended tp

remain; and having cut some small branches of pine to lie upon,

together with some larger to serve for a shelter, which we stuck

into the bank of snow that surrounded us, wc made our fire.

This done, we all went in search of hips, and had the good fortune

to find about a pint of them, which, boiled up with a couple of

tallow candles, afforded us a tolerable meal.

The next day we passed without any kind of provision, and

being apprehensive that our little remaining strength would soon

desert us, we employed ourselves in cutting and piling as much

wood as we were able, to supply the fire. Meanwhile the waves

had beat our Boat so high upon the Beach, as to be quite dry as

soon as the Wind subsided, and to deprive us of the power of

putting to Sea again, had we been disposed to do it : for our

strength was by no means equal to the task of moving her a

single foot

We again employed the whole day of the 19th in search of

hips ; but it was not attended with any success.—As we had not a

proper quantity of fuel (being too weak to make any farther use

of our axe), the fire that we kept up was but just sufficient to pre

serve us from freezing.

Having now no more than two tallow candles remaining, we

thought it likely that we might derive some degree of nourishment

from the kelp-weed, of which there was a quantity lying upon the

Shore. We accordingly collected a little of it, and, with nwlted
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snow, boiled it for a few hours in a kettle; bat, at the conclusion,

found it very little tenderer than at first. We thcR melted one of

our tallow candles in the liquor, and having supped it up, and

eaten a quantity of the weed, our appetite became somewhat

satiated: but in about two hours time we were all affected with a

very uneasy sensation, and were soon after seized with a fit of

vomiting, without being able to bring the offending matter entirely

off the stomach. This fit of vomiting having continued for about

four hours, we found ourselves tolerably easy, but at the same

time exceedingly exhausted.

On the 22d we made use of some more kelp-weed and our last

tallow candle. It still operated in the same manner, but not to so

violent a degree as it had done before.

Our candles being all consumed; and having, for three days,

tasted of no Other food but the kelp-weed, we began to swell to an

alarming degree. In a few days the swelling had increased to

such a degree all over our bodies, that, notwithstanding the Httlo

fleSh we had upon our bones, we could sink our lingers two inches

deep on the skin, the impression of which remained visible for

above an hour after. Hunger nevertheless still obliged us to make

use of the kelp-weed.

On consulting with the Mate, I found, that though our Com

panions objected to the proposal of casting lots to determine which

should be the Victim, yet all concurred in the necessity of some one

being sacrificed for the preservation of the rest. The only question

was, How it should be determined ? when, by a kind of reasoning

more agreeable to the dictates of self-love than of justice, it was

agreed on, that as the Captain was now so exceedingly reduced,

as to be evidently the first who would sink under our present

complicated misery ; as he had been the person to whom we con

sidered ourselves in some measure indebted for all our misfortunes;

and farther, as he had, ever since our Shipwreck, been the most

remiss in his exertions towards the general good, he was undoubt

edly the person who should be first sacrificed.

I must confess that I thought at that time there was some

colour of truth in this conclusion ; yet I was not a little shocked

at the Captain's intended fate, although I had more reason than

any one else to be incensed against him, not only on account of his

neglect of duty, and his hval-practiccs at the hut in purloining our

provisions, but for another reason likewise. After our Shipwreck,

I had discovered by some papers, which had been washed on Shore,

that though the Captain's pretended destination was to Now
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York, yet his real one was to the West Indies, if he could possibly

effect it Thus would he hare battled General Haldimand's inten

tions, in sending me with dispatches that might be of the first

consequence to this Country ; and not only have disappointed,

but also have defrauded me of the money which I paid him for my

passage.

The determination now made was kept secret from the Captain;

and it would have been impossible for us to live many days longer

without putting it in execution, had we not happily met with

relief from a quarter whence we little expected it. On the 28th

of February, as we were all lying about our fire, we thought that

we heard the sound of human voices in the woods ; and soon we

discovered two Indians, with guns in their hands, who did not

seem yet to have perceived us. This sight gave us fresh strength

and spirits; so, getting up, we advanced towards them with the

greatest eagerness imaginable.

As soon as we were perceived by the Indians, they started back,

and seemed fixed to the ground with surprise and horror. This

indeed is not to be wondered at : our appearance was enough to

alarm the most intrepid : our clothes being almost entirely burnt

off, so that we were bare in several parts of our bodies, our limbs

swollen to a prodigious bulk, our eyes from the same cause almost

invisible, and our hair in a confused and dishevelled state about

our heads and shoulders. As we advanced toward the -Indians,

some of us wept, while others laughed, through joy. • Being a

little recovered from their surprise, they did not show much

inclination to accost us, till I got up to one of them, and took him

by the hand; when he shook it for some time very heartily ; the

usual mode of salutation among the Indians.

They began at length to show marks of compassion at our

distressed appearance ; walked with us to our fire ; and, sitting

down by it together, one of them, who could speak a little broken

French, desired we would inform him whence we came, and the

particulars of the accident that brought us there. I accordingly

gave him as concise an account as possible of the disasters and

fatigues we had undergone.

Having finished my narration, I asked the Indian if he could

furnish us with any kind of provisions ? to which he answered in

the affirmative. Observing that we had very little fire, he sud

denly started up, and took our axe in his hand ; when, laughing

heartily, he threw it down again, and taking his tomahawk from

his side, he went, and in a short time cut a quantity of wood,
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which he brought and threw upon our (ire. This done, he took

up his gun, and, without saying a word, went off with his

Companion.

After about throe hours had elapsed, w»perceivcd them coming

round a point at a small distance in a bark Canoe. Being arrived

and landed upon the Beach, they took out of their Canoe some

smoaked venison, and a bladder of seal oil, which they brought up

to our fire-place: having put some of the meat into our kettle,

they boiled it in melted snow, and then gave each of us a Very

small quantity of it, together with some oil.

This light repast being ended, the Indians desired three of us to

embark in their Canoe, that being all she could carry at a time,

and proceed from this place to their hut, which lay five miles

farther by water, and about a mile from the Shore, in the middlo

of the woods. We were received at the Sea side by three other

Indians, and about twelve or fourteen Women and Children, who

had been there waiting our arrival. Having landed from the

Canoe, we were conducted by these last to their habitation in the

wood, which consisted of three huts or whig-wams, there being

that number of families amongst them : meanwhile the same two

Indians as had brought us, went back in their Canoe for the

three remaining Men of our Party. On arriving at the hut, we

were treated with the greatest humanity by these people ; they

gave us some broth to sup, but would not sulTcr us to eat meat, or

any kind of substantial food whatever. Having provided for our

own immediate wants, our thoughts recurred to those unfortunate

Men whom we had left by the Wreck. In case they should ba

still alive, I was determined no means should be omitted for their

preservation.

From the description I gave the Indians of the situation of the

River, and of a small Island that lay nearly opposite, they said

that they knew the place perfectly well ; that it was above a hun

dred miles distant; and that, if they undertook the journey, they

must expect some compensation for their trouble. I informed

them, that I had money, and would pay them for their trouble.

Then taking the purse from my servant, I showed them the hdn-

dred and eighty guineas that it contained, and presented them with

a guinea each, for which they expressed their satisfaction by

laughing. I was determined at all events to save the people, if

any of them remained alive, though the Indians should be ever so

exorbitant in their demands; and made an agreement with them

at last, that they should set off the next day, which was th«

<3au, «tyron. (Bor.XIV. a
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second of March, and that they should receive twenty-five guineas

at their departure, and the same sum on their return. This being

adjusted, they immediately went to work in making a proper

number of snow shoes, for themselves and for the Men ; and three

of them went off the next morning.

After these people knew that I had money, my situation amongst

them was not near so comfortable as before : for they became as

mercenary as they had hitherto been charitable, and exacted above

ten times the value for every little necessary they furnished for

myself and the rest of my Companions.

After being absent near a fortnight, the Indians arrived with

three Men, who were the only survivors of the eight who had

been left behind at the hut. They were in a very reduced and

miserable condition, and informed me, on inquiring the particulars

of their transactions from the time we left them, that after having

consumed all the beef, they lived for some days on the skin of the

moose-deer, which we had left entire, not thinking it worth while

to make a partition of it. This being consumed, three of them

died in a few days of hunger, and the others were under the

necessity of subsisting on the flesh of the dead Men, till they were

relieved by the Indians. One of the remaining five was so impru

dently ravenous, when the Indians came to their assistance, as to

cat such a quantity of meat, that he expired in a few hours, in the

greatest agonies imaginable; and another soon after shot himself

accidentally with one of the Indian's guns. Thus was our num

ber, which originally consisted of nineteen persons, reduced to

nine.

We all remained another fortnight among the Indians, by which

time my health was somewhat re-established, and I then made an

agreement with them to conduct me to Halifax ; for which I was

to pay them forty-five pounds, and to furnish them with provisions,

and all necessaries, at every inhabited place on the way.

Wc accordingly set off on the 2d of April, each carrying four

pair of Indian shoes, a pair of snow shoes, and provisions for

fifteen days. Towards the end of the month, after encountering

numerous difficulties, wc at length reached Halifax, where the

Indians remained with us for a few days, and then having received

the balance due to them, they took their departure for the Island.

I was obliged to continue here for two months longer, till an

opportunity served of a passage, in the Royal Oak, to New York ;

where I delivered my dispatches (in a very ragged condition) to

Sir Henry Clinton. .
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The rest of my fellow-sufferers in the Shipwreck soon after

arrived at Halifax in a Shallop from Spanish River. The Captain,

conscious of the reception he would meet with, did not think pro

per to go to his Owner at New York, to give an account of the

loss of his Vessel ; but took his passage in a Ship from Halifax to

London, and now serves as a Pilot on the Thames. The Mate

was, on account of his good conduct during the whole of our

transactions, appointed by a Gentleman in Halifax to the Command

of a Ship bound to the West Indies.

$afoal Krform.

FIFTH REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS

OF NAVAL INQUIRY.

[Continued from Vol. XIII, page 402.]

E conceive the receipt of foes will generally lead to abuse;

and as we find that the production of the necessary docu

ments has been dispensed with, which ought to have been furnished

by persons paying the Sixpenny Duty, whereby the interest of

Greenwich Hospital may have been prejudiced, we recommend

their being immediately abolished, and that no fee whatever be

taken by any person belonging to this Office: but we are of

opinion, that the Salaries to the Officers and Clerks should be made

adequate to the duties required, and the trust reposed in them.

The sums paid into Greenwich Hospital by the Receiver on

account of the Sixpenny Duty, during the last thirteen years, have

been as follow ; viz.

Year. Amount.

£. «• d.

13,338 9 tij

12,85'.' 14 5*

1792 12,740 0 &J

12.263 4 11*

1794 12,0!i7 16 6i

12,190 17 3i

13,451 16 0

11,662 5 2t

12,7 87 4 0|

1799 13,286 15 8l

13,309 1 6*

14,500 5 4J

20,225 7 1
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We caused to be laid before us an account, rendered annually

by the Sixpenny Office to the Admiralty, of the number of Seamen

employed in the Merchants' Service, who had paid the Sixpenny

Duty between the years 175)0 and 1802; but upon examination of

it, we found it unsatisfactory from two causes : First, the num

bers stated being ascertained by reducing the gross amount of the

duty received into shillings, • and dividing them by six, the propor

tion that would be paid by one Man, if constantly employed

during tb.e year, it merely gives a number which would, if so

employed, pay to that amount; and, secondly, because we dis

covered that it had been the practice to include in the gross

amount of the Sixpenny Duty, the moiety of Run Men's wages in

the African Trade, and other forfeitures and penalties collected at

the Out-Ports.
-

We therefore subjoin a cqpy of the account; and, in an addi

tional column,1 have given the number of Seamen that ought to

have been returned, according to the mode of calculation abovu

described.

Number of Seamen
Number

that ought

to have been

returned.

returned to the

Admiralty, as having

been employed in the

Year.

Merchants' Service.

1790 54,864 54,808,

1791 53,511 52,446

1792 ■ 53,515 5'J,.507

1793 51,8(i8 50,689

1794 51,014 49,631

1795 51,062 49,875

1796 55,166 53,791

1797 48,848 47,669

1798 54,570 52.365

1799 61,132 54.955

1800 62,439 54,505

1801 66,841 58,866

,1802 84,149 77,918
t

It must be observed, the numbers we have stated which ought tq

have been returned to the Lords of the Admiralty, are not the

numbers of Seamen actually employed in each year in the Mer

chants' Service, but the numbers which, if constantly employed,

would have paid the amount of the duty collected. Supposing

Seamen in general to be employed only during two-thirds of tb.Q
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year, the numbers necessary to pay the duty must be increased

one-third ; but this estimate, we apprehend, would fall very short

of the number of Men actually employed in the Trade of Great

Britain.

In order to bring the collection of the duty to some test, w«

procured from Mr. John Dalley, Assistant Register General of

Shipping in the Port of London, the following Accounts *, which

• An Account of the Number of Ships and Vessels, with their Tonnage, and tli«

Number of Men and Boys usually employed in Navigating the same, that have

been registered in the several Ports of Great Britain, and appear by the Books

of the Register General of Shipping to hav e been in existence on the 30th Sep

tember, in the years 1799, 1800, and 1801 ; distinguishing each Year, eacb

Fort, and England from Scotland.

PORTS

Year ending 30th

Sept. 1799.

Year ending 30th

Sept. 1800.

Year ending 30tU

Sept. 1801.

of —-<v— —
> r

/v
\ r

^ —
»

ENGLAND. Men Men Men

ships Tons. and Ships Tons. and Ships Tons. and

Boys. Boys. Boys.

2,436 507,119 38,534 2,666 568,262 41,042 2,966 619,466 44,740

Aberyst with .... 8? 3,730 327 75 3,197 265 71 3,322 246

Aldborough 993 106 29 1,177 tir 34 1,210 135

30 2,151 122 28 1,926 108 31 2,370 132

7/) 5,619 34-1 73 5,387 326 65 4,896 301

360 14,282 1,113 362 13.799 1,094 37'.) 14,010 1,162

51 4 212 292 61 5,399 358 59 5,955 358

68 4,682 258 67 4,659 256 71 4,960 269

Blackncy & Clay 21 1,689 103 2-1 1,876 115 23 1,555 99

114 6,065 376 122 6,389 410 133 7,373 465

Bridgewater . . . 36 1,853 131 S5 1,831 129 33 1,716 120

Bridlington 37 4,769 258 38 5,486 272 45 5,572 319

Bristol 170 21,175 1,238 186 26,193 1,674 206 30,125 1,894

Cardiff (6 938 84 29 1,096 95 25 943 81

245 7,358 737 247 7,577 753 245 7,486 748

15 671 46 19 1,064 68 20 1,215 76

38 2,913 193 40 3,264 209 40 3,346 217

24 1,318 78 26 1,734 113 29 1,835 102

60 2,807 190 64 2,679 179 " 63 2,522 167

Colchester 173 4,654 437 156 4,663 434 164 4,921 458

114 2,691 270 128 3,279 343 136 3,713 382

20'.' 10,579 1,004 209 11,215 1,048 230 12,409 1,144

18 1,057 247 34 2,084 387 35 2,200 380

Dover. 233 14,294 3,193 254 15,800 3,155 243 15,348 2,919

1.18 11,002 767 148 12,372 772 168 13,521 919

4." 3.72C 417 62 5,656 666 55 5,714 673

28( 6,271 65E 248 4,888 580 256 6,307 613

6t 3.70C 38l 7e 4,6 1C 467 89 5,477 530

6f1 1,92C 167 74 2,687 221 77 2,8 If 228

ui so; 31 14i 33t 31 14 Sic 30

^Cmtinued.)
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are annually laid before Parliament, of the Number of Men

employed in the Merchants' Service :

Year ending 30th Year ending 30th Year ending 30th

Sept. 1799. Sept. 1800. Sept. 1801.

PORTS

of
r 1 r~ r

*- 1 1

ENGLAND.
Men

Ships

Men

Ships

Men

Tons. and Tens. and Tons. and

("Continued.)

Ships

Boys. Boys. Boys.

Harwich ...... 12? 6,341 732 137 7,015 814 144 7,422 840

65,338 4,068 , 611 68,5.53 4,223 620 61,490 3,774Hull 553

Hfiracombe 59 3,052 242 57 2,851 OO.j (id 3,088 205

90 4,771 310 94 4,799 299 97 5,12? 31

131 1,833 140 19,094 1,926 111 16,070 1,59116,890

148,891 13,371128,451 12,985 140,633 12,690 821745 796

Llanelly 58 2,503 184 63 2,668 182 65 2,786 189

15 788 56 2-2 1,257 108 23 1,004 91

21 1,677 83 21 1,733 81 20 1 ,585 77

116 12,736 721 119 12,639 679 132 13,492 744-

185 5,510 431 178 5,525 421 189 5,930 4*2

26 1,239 85 24 1,125 78 25 1,022 T5

144,991 7,290Newcastle 570 140,055 7,054 657126,623 6,120 632

19 1,265 80 20 1,187 77 22 1,482 95

New Milford . . . 21 1,201 64 36 2,533 146 4? 3,520 205

40 1,744 139 48 2,162 173 49 2,534 194

Pembroke (late?

Milford) i
100 3,785 323 99 3,775 318 90 3,338 282

5 278 17 6 3.19 18 6 637 97

25 1,457 126 27 1.4t8 121 30 1,673 141

Plymouth 199 245 15,574 1,10512,717 843 232 14,800 1,053

Pool 159 9,480 842 153 10,735 851 134 10,661 788

Portsmouth 201 6,740 623 212 7,985 604 230 8,765 660

35 1,729 73 33 1,630 71 35 1,768 17

281 10,625 794 ' 275 10,756 804 285 11,204 815

Rye 83 3,645 411 8? 4,310 410 94 4,620 431

St. Ives 37 1,861 13:' 39 2,044 143 44 2,487 165

88 4,718 356 97 5,116 397 93 5,141 400

Scarborough .... 119 17,897 1,020 118 18,921 1,068 117 18,607 1,046.

Scfliy 12 398 49 10 261 26 10 261 27

26 804 91 30 902 101 32 952 110

Southampton . . . 224 12,154 816 243 12,888 951 249 13,356 962

<B1 2,063 149 39 2,878 192 42 3,383 206

38 3,080 182 41 3,398 201 40 3,295 205

Sunderland .... 461 3,402 3,400 507 75,523 3,52769,117 506 75,319

82 4,521 279 81 4,412 251 81 4,411 251

15 999 59 37 1,205 75 14 1,033 69

52 2,949 23? 52 3,078 237 59 3,515 268

91 6<803 407 105 6,098 451 105 6,121 439

Whitby 227 36,868 236 37,696 2,03837,175 2,084 227 2,014

Whitehaven 436 56,652 S.40353,907 3,155 45? 56,869 3,426 456

Wisbeach . . . . . . 21 1,123 63 22 1,215 66 23 1,224 47

Woodbridge". . . 32 2,112 125 33 2,061 125 32 2,182

Yarmouth 351 2,55330,380 2,416 375 32,95? 2,44i 393 34,831

Tool ENGLAND Il,4»7 11,76: ,oo.„»I1,10R los.o;? M4I,4I J
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*' An"Account of the Number of Ships, with their Tonnage,

and Number of Men and Boys usually employed in Navigating

Yea Year endingr end] 111; 30ih 30th Yea r ending 30ih

Sept. 1799.
*-

Sept. 1800. Sept. 1801.
PORTS A

of
r 1 1 -i —1

SCOTLAND.
Tons.

Men

and Ships

Men

and

Men

andShips Tons. Ships

Aberdeen 255

Boys. Boys.

Tons.

Boys.

20,037 1,377 281 23,236 1,585 263 23,575 1,571

Air 38 2,646 198 44 3,256 237 48 3,471 262

Alloa 103 6,547 306 100 6,242 378 101 6,564 392

44 3,056 166 46 2,128 167 46 2,305 181

Banff — — — 29 1,028 119

Borrowstouness . 130 8,282 538 130 8,406 550 131 8,391 540

Campbelltoirn . . 66 3,176 544 75 3,496 618 77 3,619 624

28 1,152 91 29 1,190 95 30 1,290 101

15 1,462 157 16 1,584 162 19 1,835 180

Dundee 115 7,690 569 123 8,741 132641 10,073 732

FortWilliam 8 259 30 7 245 22 5 222 16

90 9,808 767 90 10,052 785 103 13,084 1,026

330 30,650 3,076 377 35,353 3,804 406 38,603 4,140

40 1,974 175 42 2,143 177 46 2,932 215

83 5,813 460 82 5,783 440 81 5,989 462
13 456 43 10 349 33 11 414 39

Kirkaldy 87 9,778 611 97 10311,348 690 11,663 711

Kirkudbright . . . 37 1,528 147 35 1,514 162 37 1,648 181
Kirkwall 20 1,252 108 15 923 80 21 1,205 140

140 85514,120 134 13,891 899 137 14,534 909
16 471 55 17 553 60 14 460 52

109 6,464 525 11" 6,5)5 506 136 6,370 479

14 594 53 18 904 79 23 838 83

Port Patrick 6 !83 3d 4 174 21 3 121 16

27 2,111 128 31 2,429 151 34 2,624 160
Preskrapaus . . . 3 102 15 3 102 15 2 71 9

86 4,193 815 92 5,404 958 94 4,609 984

46 1,722 19P 50 1,759 208 54 1,862 22?

30 1,344 125 38 1,688 137 37 1,618 153

17 985 71 17 1,035 76 21 1,277 91

5 98 14 6 124 22 3 56 9

Wigtown < 30 1,057 6-J 34 1,197 97 32 1,213 9.S

Tolli SCOTLAND 3,031 148,110 ■>,4"3 1,15) i6t,8u; U,3«J 2)179 173iW*

TOMl ZNOLAND 11,497 l,337,lil 1,4*6,631 Il,7«7

T«l»l CT. BRITAIN U.J1S

99i3°< ■ >5ni4« 109,V 1 .

l,4*»,291 ■ 11.7H 14, 3'. , ..M.4J, 1 11,910 1,714,999 ■ 14,470

J. DrtLLEY,

Assistant Ili'gister General of Shipping.



48 FIFTH RETORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS, &C.

the same, that have been registered at and belong to the

several Ports of Great Britain, and appear, by the Books of

the Register General of Shipping, to have been in existence

on the 30th of September, in the Years 1799, 1800, and

1801, distinguishing each Year;" with an Abstract of the

same, including the Number of Ships and Vessels belonging

to the several Ports in the British Dominions : •

" An Account of the Number of Men and Boys, which

appear by the Reports of the Masters to have been employed

in the Merchants' Service in Great Britain on board British

Ships entered Inwards and Outwards from and to Foreign

Parts, during the last ten Years j distinguishing England

from Scotland."

An Accounl of the Number of Ships, with their Tonnage, and Number of Men

and Boys usually employed in Navigating the same, that have boon- registered1

at and belong to the several Ports of the British Dominions, and appear by the

Books of tiie Keller General of Shipping to have been in existence on the

30th of September, in the Years 1799, 1800, and 1801; distinguishing each

Year; viz.

3oth September, 1799. 30th September, 1800. 30th September, i8or.

Ships. Tons. Men. Ships. Tons. Men. Ships. Tons. Men.

England

Jersey

Guernsey

Man

11,4*7

61

78
117

1,996

2,031

999

1,337,181

4,611

6,199

S.M6
201.743

148,110

49,825

99,309

694

803

1,201

15,982

11,413

4.835

12,208

53

1,466,631

4.244

6.403

5.463

157.364

161,807

54,261

105,037

631

12,767 '.S4M2S
3.922

7,621

5,560

251,928

»73,S64
54,241

'°9.S"9
617

»!'
n

238

2,161

I.285 »37

3.28s
2,279

1,004

r.289

17,480

14.891

Plantations II,047

13.883

5.057

Scotland 2.'55

1 ■>°°3Ireland 4.87$

■7.879 1,715,815 ■35.237! 17,895 1,856,175 138,721 19,712 2,038,262 149,566

J. Dalley,

Assistant Register General of Shipping.

An Account of the Number of Men and Boys which appear by the Reports of

the Masters to have been employed in the Merchants'Service in Great Britain,

on board British Sliips, Inwards and Outwards, from and to" Foreign Parts,

during the last ten Years ; distinguishing England from Scotland.

ENGLAND. SCOTLAND.

In the Inwards- Outwards. Inwards. Outwards.

Year. Number of

Men and Boys.

Number of

Men and Boys.
Number ot

Men and Boys.

Number ot

Men and Boys.

•793

'794

'795
1796

■797

1798

1799

lioa

1E01
• 1802

69,538

78,481

65.893

74. '94
61,669

79,064

78,052

64,981

6n,8&9

63.254

75,339
76,834

80,112

7S,7o3

91,230

ie,2o8

1 0,606

9,610

14,480

1 1 ,406

10,917

1 0,900

M,75i

12,67a

14,767

io,374

10,087

8,731

1«,97 1

10,028

67,540

73>7oi

62,716

",433
11,851

75,356

93,901

I3.>*i3
11,601

",i97

The above Account is framed by reference to the Book kept by the Clerk <*C
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PLATE CLXXXIII,

BY Mr. Pocock, from a Sketch made in the West Indies by

Captain Walter Tremenheer, of the Royal Marines, late

Lieutenant-Governor of Curacoa. The Land bearing W.S.W.

to W.N.W. distant about three leagues. Guanahani, or Cat

Island, one of the Bahamas, is on the N.E. side of them, and was

the first part of the West Indies that was discovered by Columbus,

October 11, 1492, who gave it the name of San Salvador. ** The

flocks of Birds, says Robertson*, increased, and were composed

not Only of Sea Fowl, but of such Land Birds as could be sup-

posed to fly far from the Shore. The Clouds around the setting

Sun assumed a new appearance ; the Air was more mild and

warm, and during Night the Wind became unequal and variable.

From all these symptoms, Columbus was so confident of being

near Land, that on the Evening of the 11th of October, after

public Prayers for success, he ordered the Sails to be furled, and

the Ships to lie to, keeping strict Watch, lest they should be

driven ashore in the Night. During this interval of suspence and

expectation, no Man shut his eyes, all kept upon deck, gazing

intently towards that quarter where they expected to discover the

Land, which had been so long the object of their wishes.

About two hours before midnight, Columbus standing on the

forecastle, observed a light at a distance, and privately pointed it

out to Pedro Guttierez, a Page of the Queen's wardrobe. Gut-

tierez perceived it, and calling to Salcedo, Comptroller of the

Fleet, all three saw it in motion, as if it were carried from place

to place. A little after Midnight, the joyful sound of Land,

Land, was heard from the Pinta, which kept always ahead of the

other Ships. As soon as Morning dawned, all doubts and fears

were dispelled. From every Ship an Island was seen about two

leagues to the north, whose flat and verdant Fields, well stored

with Wood, and watered with many Rivulets, presented the

the Ships' Entries, from the Reports of the Port of London, and from Annual

Returns made by the respective Collectors and Comptrollers at the Out-Purls of

England and Scotland.

I understand that it has not been the practice to include the Master in

London, but he is included in the Returns from the Out-Ports.—Apprentices ara

included by ail.

J. Dalley,

5th April, 1803. Assistant Register General ef Shipping.

* Hist, of America, 8vo. Vol. I, page 128.

JSati. erjjrojj, (Hol.XIV. h
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aspect of a delightful Country. The Crew of the Pinfa instantly

began the Tc Deum, as a Hymn of thanksgiving to God, and were

joined by tlio.se of the other Ships, with tears of joy and transports

of congratulation."

Gnanahani (the native name) is on a particular Dank, cast of

the great Bahama* Bank, and is separated from it only by a

narrow Channel called Exuma Sound. The small Archipelago of

the Lucaya or Bahama Islands was, according to Ilaynall +, en

tirely desert, when in 1672 some Englishmen, took possession of

Providence Island. They afterwards became a place of retreat of

Pirates, established under the famous Jennings. They were sub

dued in 1719, and the Islands settled by a Colony brought from

Europe by \Vood.:s Rogers.

The attention of the Public has of late been so much directed

towards the West Indies, that we shall endeavour to procure

Drawings of some of the principal, and most interesting places in

that quarter. A distant View of the Town of Roseau by Mr.

Pocock is already in great forwardness.

The Engraver of the present Plate, though he has given some

good touches to the Sea, has considerably injured the general

effect of the original Drawing, by not keeping the Vessels in

proper distance : nor has he sufficiently attended to the form of

the Tropic. Bird, over the petite Agna Boat with two Sails, on

the left. The Vessel to the right is a Bermudian Sloop, and the

other a Schooner, built at New Providence.

NAVAL LITERATURE.

An Historical Review of the Royal Marine Corps, from its

Original Institution dozen to the present Era, 1803. Dedi

cated, by Permission, to His Royal Highness the Duke of

Clarence, by Alexander Gillespie, First Lieutenant, and

vptcards of twenty-four Years an Officer in it. 402 pages, 4to.

With a short Appendix of six pages, on the Nature of those

Rights ichich have progressively been granted to the Marine

Soldier.

"OTE request Mr. Gillespie to excuse -\vhat has appeared a

neglect of 1 1 is interesting Work, whereas it in fact arose

from our solicitude to pay it a marked and proper attention.

• See Malliam's Naval Gazetteer, U Vols. t Vol. VI, page 355.
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Before the appearance of this Volume, we had received from

an Officer in the Corps, (w ho at an early period of our labours

rendered us very considerable assistance,) a brief MS. account

of the Royal Marines. Hearing of Mr. Gillespie's \Vo»k, it

was kept back; and we now have waittd with the hope of being

able to give our Review additional value by the insertion of this

Paper. We must however still icpress it ; and leaving a more

particular account of this Volume to the time when we shall be

allowed to publish these remarks—we shall at present content

ourselves with a brief and geneial Critique.

Mr. Gillespie has nothing to fear from the libera! Critic ; nor,

if he had, would he receive the lash from the ^aval Cliionicle.

In this respect we yield with pleasure to the Drawcansir

Writers of the Edinburgh Review; who frequently conceal

ignorance by their violent attacks; and have more pleasure in

destroying the germes of Literature, than in rooting up the Tares

which the infirmity of Human Nature will too often sow

amongst the Wheat.

The History of the Royal Marine Corps had long been a

desideratum in Naval Literature; but the pertinacity with which

all information on the subject is retained at the War Office ; the

impossibility of consulting Public Papers; and that inquisitorial'

suspicion with which the principal avenues to historic tiuth,

particularly such as relate to the Navy, and the Army, are

vigilantly closed, rendered the task equally painful and unpro

mising.—If therefore we discover any defects in Mr. Gi'le^pie's

Historical Review, (which title might rather have yielded to

that of Historical Memoir,) if we sometimes think ;hc Nuna-

tive, particularly in the first four chapters, rather bare, vu must

remember the difficulties he had to encounter; at.i! acknow

ledge in his own words, ui " the Foundation Stone is laid,

upon which a structure may- be reared. A Soldier from his

infancy, he begs that the Public, and those who cotttroul its

opinions, may be tender with tke Lash."

This Historical Review consists of forty-eight Chapters ; and

might have been divided into three Fails. 1. From the

Establishment of the Corps, in the year 1084, as it appeared in
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the Army List, and from the return of the General Review on

Putney Heath, upon the first day of October in that year,

which runs thus:—" The Lord High Admiral of England, his

Royal Highness the Duke of York and Albany's Maritime

Regiment of Foot, commanded by the Honourable Sir Charles

Littleton, called also the Admiral Regiment—

" Oliver Niclas, Lieutenant Colonel.

Roger Bagett, Major.

Robert Crawford, Captain Lieutenant.

Richard Beauvoir, Adjutant.

" This Regiment consisted of twelve Companies, without any

Grenadiers, had yellow coats lined with red, and their Colours

were a red Cross, with Rays of the Sun issuing from each of its

angles. It stood the third in seniority in the Line of that day."

This first period appears to close with the accession of George

the First, who began his reign with a signal mark of Royal

Favour, in consideration of the extensive and gallant services of

the Marine Regiments.

" II. The second period might extend from 1714, through the

age of prejudice, 1715, 1739, when the very name of a Marine

Soldier carried within it hostility to British Liberty ; and might

close with the year when the Marines were incorporated with

the Line, and their numerical precedence commenced with the

44th Regiment, entitled, The First Marines.

" The third and last period would then extend from 1745 to

the close of the last War, when his present Majesty was pleased

to honour the Corps with the Title of Royal."—What passed

subsequent should have been left to another Historian.

We now proceed to furnish some examples of our Author's

style ; and as his Work abounds with Anecdote, we select the

gallantry which a Female Marine displayed in the Expedition

against Pondicherry in August 1748.

Upon this occasion a Woman fought in the Marine Ranks, of

the name of Hannah Snell, a Native of Worcester, who, after

many checquered destinies, inlisted at Portsmouth in Colonel

Frazer's Regiment, from whence she was embarked with a

Detachment on board the Swallow Sloop, one of Admiral Bos,
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t

eawen's Squadron. In this affair she behaved with distinguished

courage, having fired 37 rounds, and received a ball in the groin,

which, two days afterwards, she herself extracted, and likewise

dressed the wound. Eleven others in both legs, but of inferior

consequence also, rendered her removal to the Hospital at Cudda-

lore absolutely necessary, where she continued three months.

When recovered, she was ordered on board the Eltham Frigate,

in which she continued till that Ship returned home and was paid

off. After receiving her discharge from the Marine Service, in

company with many of her Companions, she set out for London.

The time arrived when they were to bid each other a long adieu ;

this moment she chose to discover her sex, in order to attest the

truth of her adventures. One of her friends tendered his hand,

which was declined. She afterwards wore the Marine Dress, and

having presented a petition to his Royal Highness the Duke of

Cumberland, he, with a princely spirit, attended to her prayer,

and placed her on the King's List for a pension of thirty pounds a

year for life. This she enjoyed until a few years ago, when,

after a long residence at Walsall, in Staffordshire, her days were

closed.

The following, which took place on the memorable Plains of

Abraham, is also very descriptive of the coolness, and enthusiasm

of our Sailors :—

This leads mc to notice a very ludicrous circumstance that

occurred on the morning of the 13th of September, previous to

that Battle which decided the fate of Quebec.—A number of Tars

who had been employed in dragging the cannon to the heights upon

which they were planted, when returning to their Ships, observed

the Army drawn up in Battle array : instead of continuing their

route, they fell into the ranks with the Soldiers, some having

cutlasses, others sticks, and a few having nothing in their hands.

General Wolfe remarking their zeal, addressed them with that

complacency which was so familiar to him, thanked them for their

well meant spirit, urged them to go on board, and pointed out the

probable bad consequences from their mingling with the Soldiery

at so critical a moment To this request some of them answered,

" God bless your Honour, pray let us stay and see fair play

between the English and French." The General could not help

smiling at these brave but thoughtless fellows, and again repeated

'.'is wish for them to withdraw. With this some complied ; but

others swore, immediately on turning his back, " that the Sol.
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diers should not have all the fighting to' themselves, but that they

•would come in for a share of it some way or other."

It appears that a number actually continued in the ranks during

the progress of the day , and whenever a ^ohli-'r dropped they

alternately put on his accoutrements, charged, and fired with per

fect coolness.

The Buttle of Bunker's Hill was a great and glorious day for

the Marine Corps, and we wish Mr. Gillespie hud given it more

of his attention. Is not the exact date known when the laurel

was added to the Marine Button? nor the person who first

suggested it r Some public letter on the occasion must have

appeared in the Gazette. Mr. Gillespie's account is as fol

lows:—

The Rebels wishing to anticipate the Royal Troops, in tha

possession of Charlcstown *, hitherto unoccupied by either, pushed

a large body of Men, on the evening of the 16th of June, to erect

works upon Bunker's Hill. During the night they raised entrench

ments, and a breast work, with a strong Redoubt, sufficiently for

midable to excite the jealousy of General Gage. A heavy fire

opened upon their w orking parties early on the morning of the

17th of June, who, however, persevered in their labours with

much firmness.

It appearing highly necessary to dislodge the Americans from

so very important a post, the Commander in Chief, at noon,

detached ten Companies of Grenadiers, an equal number of Light

Infantry, with the 5th, 38th, 43d, and 52d Regiments, under

Major-Gcneral Howe, and Brigadier Pigot, with that view, which

being embarked, landed and formed on the Peninsula, without oppo

sition, under cover of the Ships of War.

The position of the Rebels was strong indeed. A small but

well contrived Redoubt, besides some other works full of Soldiers,

and defended with cannon, as well as numbers of Riflemen placed

in the houses of Charlcstown, covered their right flank ; their

centre and left were protected by a breast-work, partly gun-proof,

which reached from the Redoubt to the Medi'ord River.

Major-General Howe, upon examining this powerful state of

• Charlcstown is separated from Boston by Charles River ; a distance little

more than that which divides London and the Borough, between which there i*

also a singular connexion. Bunker's Hill is situated just w ithin the neck of land

that joins the Peninsula of Charlcstown to the Continent.
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defence, and observing fresh columns pouring in to the Enemy's

W.orks, solicited a Reinforcement, which soon joined him, con

sisting of some Companies of Grenadiers and Light Infantry, the

47th Regiment, and the Grst Battalion of Marines.

Having been formed in two lines, they advanced with slow but

steady steps to the Conflict. Majors Pitcairne, Tupper, and

Short, led my Corps upon this distinguished day.

The roar of cannon and howitzers, on the part of the British,

occasionally halting to yield them effect, marked their progress

towards the Rebel Works. Not a shot was returned by the Enemy,

until our Troops had nearly reached their Entrenchments, when a.

tremendous and destructive fire was opened, which, it must b«j

confessed, somewhat staggered our Men. The awful occasion

exhibited General Howe most conspicuously for the valuable

resources of coolness and reflection amidst danger. It also

afforded an opportunity of signalizing the discipline and intrepidity

of the Battalion of Marines, which dealt destruction and carnage .

around them.

Brigadier-General Pigot, who was destined to attack the

Redoubt and Lines, that covered the American right flank, wa«:

likewise exposed to a hot fire from the houses in Charlestown..

His loss was severe, but his exertions were animated, and displayed

the most brilliant courage, as well as talents.

General Clinton, who had crossed from Boston during the,

Action, attaphed to himself the merit of rallying the Troops,,

whom he led against the Rebel Works with fixed bayonets, and

with that daring impetuosity which so strongly characterizes the

British Soldier.

They soon forced them, and drove the Provincials across the

Neck of Charlestow n, who were also much harassed by the cannon

of His Majesty's Ship Glasgow, in their retreat

The glory of the Army, upon this day, was great, but it was .

dearly earned. Their total loss amounted to 1 Lieutenant*

Colonel, 2 Majors, 7 Captains, and 9 Subalterns of the Land

Forces and Marines killed, besides 70, of different descriptions in .

both, wounded. 207 Non-commissioned and rank and file -also

fell, and 828 were wounded.

Amongst the slain' was Major Pitcairne, of the Marines, whose:

death was alike deplored by his Corps and his Country. Major

Short also left behind him a reputation sufficiently worthy of deep

regret.

The Marine Battalion sustained fully more than its proportional
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share of casualties ; and its gallant conduct upon the 17th of June

demands, from the whole of our Establishment, its commemorative

and indelible gratitude, when each of us casts an eye upon that

laurel which now encircles his button, and reflects that it was pur

chased by their valour.

The following appeared in the General Orders of the 19th of

June, 1775:—

" The Commander in Chief returns his most grateful thanks to

Major-General Howe, for the extraordinary exertion of his

Military abilities on the 17th instant, lie returns his thanks also

to Major-General Clinton, and Brigadier Pigot, for the share they

took in the success of the day, as well as to Lieutenant-Colonels

Nesbitt, Abercromby, Gunning, and Clarke; Majors Butler,

Williams, Bruce, Tuppcr, Spenlovc, Small, and Mitchell, and the

rest of the Oflicers and Soldiers, who, by remarkable efforts of

courage and gallantry, overcame every disadvantage, and drove the

Rebels from the Redoubts and strong Holds on the Heights of

Charlestown, and gained a complete Victory."

By the return of Major Tupper to Europe, and the fatal events

of the 17th of June, the Command of the Marines soon after

devolved upon Major (now Lieutenant-Gencral) Souter.

Bunker's Hill was fortified, and our Troops retained the Pe- •

ninsula, which rendered their duties very severe. The Americans

prevented every supply from the interior, and compelled our

Army to subsist upon salt, and indifferent provisions. Cut off

from the Continent, their sufferings were great, when sickness

became prevalent.

The Provincials having constructed Works upon a Hill opposite

Bunker's, completed the Blockade of the Peninsula, which they

gradually extended close to the Fortifications on Boston Neck.

Some predatory enterprizes were attempted by them, by no

means deficient in spirit or success. In one of these they burnt

the Light-house at the entrance of the Harbour, communicating

with it by some Whale Boats, from which they carried off, or

killed, the whole of a small Detachment of Marines, who pro

tected the Carpenters in erecting a new one. Thus matters con

tinued for some time, and the situation of a brave Army, cooped

up and unable to act, was rendered both distressing and de

grading.

In the orders of the 27th of September, the Royal Thanks were

tendered to the Forces, for their intrepid conduct upon the 17th of

June, in the following terms :—
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<£ The King has been pleased to order the Commander in Chief

to express His Majesty's thanks, both to the Officers and Soldiers,

for the resolution and gallantry with which they attacked and

defeated the Rebels on the 17th of June last, who had every

advantage of numbers and situation ; and more especially expressed

to the Generals Howe and Clinton, and to Brigadier-General

Pigot, the sense His Majesty entertains of the spirit, resolution,

and conduct by which they distinguished themselves, to their

honor, upon that day."

To the above instance of the gallantry of the Marines, may

be added another not so generally known, which took place in

the West Indies during the year 1802.

A very dangerous insurrection of the Eighth West India Regi

ment in the Island of Dominica, marked by circumstances of the

most shocking barbarity, was checked in its immediate effects, in

part, by his firm countenance. It fortunately occurred, when

those murderous Revolters first showed their spirit, that His

Majesty's Ship Magnificent was at anchor in Prince Rupert's Bay.

Some shot, from the Lower Cabareta, which went over her, was

the first symptom of Mutiny on the Shore, and it was soon con

firmed by intelligence that the Blacks had risen in arms, and bad

assassinated a number of their Officers. Captain Giftbrd tendered

his Services to the President of the Island ; who, conceiving it

only the prelude to a general commotion, gladly accepted the

offer. Lieutenant O'Neale volunteered the duty of disem

barkation, and he felt it a difficult task to restrain the ardor of

the whole party of Marines to follow him. But his number was

confined to two Serjeants, two Corporals, and 36 Privates, with,

which he put ofi' from the Ship just at dawn on the Morning of tho

lOlh of April. Observing the Rebels advancing rapidly to the

Beach, he anticipated their object, quickly effected a landing, and

took post on a Hill, after the exchange of some scattering shots.

Opposed to nearly 500 Blacks, whom he kept at Bay during tho

Day, Reinforcements became necessary, and he was farther

strengthened by two successive Detachments of Marines under

Lieutenants Lambert and Hawkins. Upon this rising ground,

those brave Fellows, not exceeding sixty-six, gave refuge to many

Officers who flew from the ferocious hands of the Mutineers.

They were afterwards joined by some Colonial Militia, who were

little calculated, from the mixed nature of their arms, to oppose a

resolute Enemy. The dispositions of Lieutenant Lambert through

J2at. 3bton. Olo!. XIV. i
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the night, aided by the counsels of Mr. O'Neale, were like a good

Officer. The Native Troops gave way to slumber. His outposts

were, therefore, confided to his faithful Companions, and all his

energies were derived from his own Brethren. Incessant rains

had nearly rendered useless all their ammunition.

On the following day the Marines were ordered to Grand

Ance, in order to protect the Inhabitants, and through that night

were posted in the swamps to prevent the escape of the Clack*

from Fort Shirley. Many of our Men had been lifty-six hours on

Shore amidst the greatest privations ; having had nothing to eat but

raw salt beef and biscuit. The stagnated smell from their

position, pointed out the necessity of obtaining some other re

freshment to recruit nature, and to avert disease. A Marine of

the Party, overhearing the discussion amongst his Officers, nobly

said, " I will go to the V illage and bring them—I know I must

go and repass the Enemy's fire, but my life is pot mine, it is at the

constant command of His Majesty's Serwce." lie accordingly

performed his duty, and escaped unhurt.

Bread was distributed, and brandy administered, in scanty

portions, through the night, by the Officers, who exhorted the

Men to keep up their spirits. The feelings of the brave are ever

reciprocal in acts of kindness. One and ail they exclaimed, " \\ o

wish to add another laurel to our Corps! we will follow you

wherever you go !" The mud collected by the rains had, in the

course of marching, deprived many of their shoes, which could

not be remedied but from the Ship. Frequent Flags of Truce_

had passed between General Johnstone and the Fort. Mr. Ro

berts, an Officer of Engineers, requested to storm it, If the Muti

neers would not surrender the Barrier, providing the Marines

accompanied him, who, to a Alan, volunteered, saying, " We

don't mind shoes, we can tight without them." The Governor

applauded their gallant zeal, and assured them of a preference, if

their Services should be wanted.

The Marines united with Detachments from the Royal Scotch,

and Sixty-eighth Regiments, marched into the Fort upon the

12th, and drew up in front of the Black Corps, which presented

arms to the Troops ; having three of their own Officers, as Pri

soners, placed between their Colours. General Johnstone was

obeyed by them in his orders to shoulder, order, and ground their

arms ; but on being commanded to step three paces in front, the

ery was " No," they instantly resumed thera and fired a volley :
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this was returned, and was followed up with a charge of bayonets,

which broke their ranks, and dispersed the Mutineers in every

direction. The greater part fled up th'e Outer Cabaret, keeping

up a fire until they reached the Rocks, down which many pre

cipitated themselves ; and those who could afterwards crawl from

the bottom, were exposed to a discharge of grape and cannister

from the Magnificent.

John Budd, private Marine, distinguished himself most signally

during the pursuit. He was attacked singly by four black Gre-

nadiers, one of whom he killed with his first fire ; wounded

another, when coolly awaiting a return from the other two ;

reloaded his musket, with which he shot a third ; and bayoneted

the fourth : afterwards turning to him who was wounded, he

closed his destinies, and, throwing the remains of the whole over

the Rocks, finished his exploit by saying, " This is the way I

shall serve all Traitors !" The conduct of John Lamswood, and

Alexander Livingstone, is also worthy of notice: both were

severely wounded ; but they persevered in their duty, until the

loss of blood brought them to the ground. The former received a

ball in his mouth, which lodging in his throat, was afterwards

extracted by an able operation of Mr. Veitcb, Surgeon of the

Saturn. I am authorized likewise to detail the name of John

Batt, Private, whose alacrity, during these arduous Services,

cheered his Associates. As my scope is limited, I would not

detract from the merit of these Corps, with which mine was

united. Theirs were such as to maintain their long established

reputation. Upon their return to Martinique, the whole Detach

ment met a mark of public rccompence in those necessaries which

they had expended ; and the Officers received the thanks of Gene

ral Johnstone, and of the Presidency of Dominique, which they

had probably saved from general revolt.

Such being the high Character, and noble Exploits of Th*

Royal Marines, we are glad to observe that our Author con

siders the present First Lord of the Admiralty as their Patron.

" It is a tribute, however, meritedly due to the Right Hon.

Mr. Dundas, to remark, that from his intelligent and generous

conceptions, first emanated all those inestimable' privileges to

the Subordinates in the Royal Corps of Marines, which were

eagerly discussed and sanctioned by a grateful Legislature."
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The Heart's remote recesses to explore,

And touch ils Spring-, when Prose avail'd no more,

Falconeti.

THE SPIRIT OF DISCOVERY ; OR, THE CONQUEST OF OCEAN,

A POEM, IN FIVE BOOKS :

WtTH VOTES, HISTORICAL ASD ILLVSTR ATI VI.

By the Reverend William Lisle Bow lis.

In this Department of our Chronicle we shall introduce some Extracts from

the above beautiful Poem : having neither inclination, nor sufficient room,

minutely to scrutinize its contents. A task which we yield, with pleasure, to the

Swarm of self-created Critics, who live bv pillage and nbuse : one half of whom

will praise this Poem, ;.nd the other half condemn it.—The following Extracts are

taken from the first Book :

" B^^" * ^ope ^at one I might wake

Th)r Strings to higher utterance; and now,

Bidding adieu to Glens, and Woods, and Streams,

And turning where, magnificent and vast,

Main Ocean bursts upon my sight, I strike—

Rapt in the theme on which I long have mus'd—

Strike the loud Lyre, and as the blue Waves rock,

Swell to their solemn roar the deep'ning Chords.

u Lift thy indignant Billows high, proclaim

Thy terrors, Spirit of the hoary Seas!

I sing thy dread Dominion, amid Wreeks,

And Storms, and howling Solitudes, to Mm

Submitted :

" All was one waste or Waves, that bury'd deep

Earth and its multitudes : the Acs alone,

High on the cloudy Tan of Ararat,

Rested ; for now the death-commissioned Storm

Sinks silent, and the eye of day looks out

Dim through the haze, while short successive gleams

Flit o'er the face of Doluge as it shrinks,

Or the transparent Rain-drops, falling few,

Distinct and larger glisten. So the Ark

Rests upon Ararat; but nought around

Its inmates can behold, save o'er th' expanse

Of boundless waters, the Sun's orient orb
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Stretching the hull's long shadow, or the Moon

In silence, through the silver-cinctur'd Clouds,

Sailing, as she herself were lost, and left

In Nature's loneliness !

How changed

The human prospect! when from Realm to Realm,

From Shore to Shore, from Isle to farthest Isle,

Flung to the stormy Main, Man's murmuring Race,

Various and countless as the shells that strew

The Ocean's winding marge, arc spread : from Shores

Sinensian, where the passing Proas gleam

Innum'rous mid the* floating Villages;

To Acapulco west, where laden deep

With Gold and Gems, rolls the superb Galleon,

Shadowing the hoar Pacific: from the North,

Where on some snowy Promontory's height

The Lapland Wizard beats his Drum, and calls

The Spirits of the Winds to th' utmost South,

Where savage Fuego shoots its cold white peaks,

Dreariest of Lands ; and the poor Pccherais

Shiver and moan along its waste of Snows.

So stirs the Earth ; and for the Ark that pass'd

Alone and darkling o'er the dread Abyss,

Ten thousand and ten thousand Barks are seen

Fervent and glancing on the Friths and Sounds;

From the Bcrrnudian +, that, with masts inclin'd,

Shoots like a dart along, to the tall Ship

That, like a stately Swan, in conscious pride

Breasts beautiful the rising Surge, and throws

The gather'd waters back, and seems to move

A living thing, along her lucid way,

Streaming in lovely glory to the Sun !

Some waft the Treasures of the East; some bear

Their Country's dark Artillery o'er the Surge

Frowning; some in the Southern Solitudes >

Bound on discovery of new Regions, spread,

Mid Rocks of driving Ice, that crash around,

* Owing to the great population of China, many live almost constantly ia

Boats, which form a tort of Village on the water.

t The Lugger has two masts inclining aft, and some other Vessels. But Mr.

Bowles has been guilty of an error in supposing, that the masts of all Bcrmudian

Vessels incline thus. See Plate to the present Number.
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Their weather-beaten Main-Sail ; or explore

Their perilous way from Isle to Isle, and wind

The tender social Tie ; connecting Man,

Wherever scatter'd, with his Fellow-man.

NAVAL BALLAD.

L

WITH firm and steady motion

Swift o'er the azure Ocean

Our gallant Vessel flew ;

Clear was the starry T;ight,

The silvery Moon shone bright,

And jovial was the Crew:

Saye Henry, who with Hope and Fear,

In silence check'd the starting tear ;

And whilst to Heaven he rais'd his eye,

His wounded heart heav'd many a sigh

For Mary!

II.

Our Ship was homeward bound,

The Grog went cheerly round,

'Twas Saturday Night at Sea!

Bach to his favourite Lass

Fill'd high the sparkling glass,

Whom soon he hop'd to see :

But down sunk Henry's drooping head,

Chill'd was his heart; his colour fled ;

Remembrance shook his feverish frame,

His faultering voice could scarce exclaim

To Mary!

III.

At length the Dawn appear'd ;

The wish'd for Port we near'd,

And every heart was glad ;

Behold our Native Shore !

Each Toil and Danger o'er,

Then why is Henry sad?

Unhappy Youth ! he long has strove

In vain to conquer hopeless Love\

But while blest Memory holds her seat,

Ne'er can his fond heart cease to beat

For Mary!
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BALLAD.

I SING of that life of delight beyond measure,

That Tars calmly lead on the boisterous Main,

Where toil is enjoyment, where trouble's all pleasure,

And where Men lose their lives, a sure fortune to gain:

Where you fear no diseases but sickness and scurvy,

Where the water stinks sweetly by way of a zest,

Where you walk on your legs, when you're not topsy-tarvy,

And where though you sleep soundly, you're never at rest!

Then push round the can ; oh! you have not a notion,

Of Sailors, their Grog, and their Sweethearts, and Wives :

Ah! give me, my soul, the tight Lads of the Ocean,

Who, though they're so wretched, lead such happy lives.

II.

Then you're always of Billows and Winds in the middle,

That so dash, and so whistle, and boddcr your ears,

And play a duet with the Tar's song and fiddle,

So sweetly that sounds and that nobody hears :

Then to see the tight Lads, how they laugh at a stranger,

Who fears Billows can drown, and nine-pounders can kill,

For you're safe sure enongh, were you not in such danger,

And might loll at your ease, if you could but sit stilL

Then push round the can, &c.

IIL

What of perils that, always the same, are so various,

And through shot holes and leaks leave wide open death's door r

Devil a risk's in a Battle, wer't not so precarious,

Storms were all gig and fun, but for Breakers and Shores!

In short, a Tar's life, you may say dat I told it,

Who leaves quiet and peace, foreign Countries to team,

Is, of all other lives, I'll be bound to uphold it,

The best life in the world, next to staying at home.

Then push round the can, &c

NAVAL HISTORY OF THE PRESENT YEAR, 1S05.

(June—July.)

RETROSPECTIVE AND MISCELLANEOUS.

J^EVER did the Athenians, in the most anxious moments of their Warfare

against Philip, look for News with more eager expectation, than our Coun

trymen hare done during the whole of the last monti, : and as the Wind htu

lately beta favourable, their irritation but projiartionably increased. Yet »ull
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we can only at present hear, that our dastardly and vaunting Enemies have per

formed the same manoeuvres with their Fleet which they formerly were to no

torious for doing with their Army :

" The King of France with forty thousand Men

March'd up the Hill ! and then march'd down again."

The following is a brief account of the Proceedings of Lord Nelson :—

Captain Bettesworth, of the Curieux Sloop of War, arrived at the Admiralty

with Dispatches from Lord Nelson on the morning of July the ninth, about two.

His Lordship, with the Fleet under his Command, reached Barbadoes on the 4lh of

.Tunc, having made the Voyage from Lagos Bay in £5 days. All his Crews were

in health, and in the hitihest state of discipline. The Curieux did not leave him

till the 13th. The French Fleet had previously quitted Martinique for th«

northward ; and his Lordship, on that day, was pursuing them, upon good in

formation as to their track. So exact, indeed, was his intelligence, that lie told

Captain Bettesworth, who would of course out-sail him when dismissed with tha

Dispatches, what course of steering would give him a sight of llu- Enemy, before

his finally standing fur Europe. Captain Bettesworth, by following his in

structions, did accordingly see ihem. This was on the '20th nil. They were

then seventeen Sail of the Line, sailing badly, l.ord Nelson had ton Sail in per

fect condition, and Captain Bettesworth supposed his Lordship to be then not

more tlian a day and a half behind them. The Enemy had lost three thousand

Men by sickness.

Thus this vast Firrt, after escaping from their own Ports, and reaching the

West Indian S'-as, are returning to Europe. For this purpose they were cudea-

«ourii>g to cross the Trade Winds, that they might return by an unusual course,

and have, some change of escaping Lord Nelson. But his lordship was well

aware of tins, and followed in the same track.

Lord Nelson was only twenty-four hours in watering his Fleet at Barbadoes.

He had been to Trinidad and Grenada.

It was in latitude ji;9 12' N. and longitude 58' W. that the Curieux saw the

Enemy.

The seamanlike manner in which the Curieux, Captain Bettesworth, came t»

an anchor, and furled her sails, when she arrived in the Sound from the West

Indies, was very gratifying to a number of Nautical Spectators on the Hoe, as the

time taken by this well disciplined Ship's Company, from going aloft to furl and

trim the sails, was only three minutes and a half before they were all snng, and

the Men again on deck. The Curieux fought a gallant Action in the West

Indies, in which Captain Bettesworth was severely wounded. One of the Neu

trals detained by the Lord \elson was chased last Sunday morning by a long

French Row-boat Privateer, rowing sixty oars ; but she escaped, and arrived

safe here. >

All due diligence has been employed by the Admiralty, acting upon the in

formation received by the Curieux, to bar the return of the Enemy to any of

their Ports in the Ocean. Admiral Sir Robert Calder has been reinforced otf

Fcrrol, by the Windsor Castle and Barfleur, of 98 guns ; and the Triumph, Rai-

sonable, and Warrior, of 74 guns each. The Squadrons cruising offllochefort

and Cadiz have also been reinforeed.

Lord Seaforth, Governor of Barbadoes, in his letters to Government, states

that a great mortality had prevailed on board the French Ships, in consequence

ef their crowded state; and to this circumstance is imputed their delay at Mar»
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tir.ique. The Flag pfficcrs arc a Sp?.iii*h Admiral and a French A'icc and a Bear

AdmiraJ. On the 22d of May ihey hnrl stationed four Frigates at St. Pierre ;

had they been a fortnight later, a large Convoy would have been assembled at

Tortola in an unprotected Harbour. General Prevost had on the -Oih withdrawn

all his Forces from Roseau, etc., and concentrated them at Prince Rupert's,

where he had collected abundant Stores,

On Wednesday, July 10, His Majesty's Sloop Orestes, Captain T. Erowne,

cruising on the French Coast between Dun!. irk and Graveliues, got on Shore on

one of the numerous Banks on that Coast : to prevent her failing into the Ene

my's Possession, after every endeuvour was made to get her off, without effect,

she was set on fire and entirely destroyed. The Captain, Officers, and Crow, we

are happy to inform, were all saved by the Boats of the different Cruisers, and

since arrived in the Downs.

Parliament was prorogued by Commission July 12, to Thursday the 22d of

August, on which occasion the Lord Chancellor read a short Speech, a substitute

for that usually delivered by the King- in person. The following part, though it

affords but little information respecting our Continental Negociation, breathes the

spirit of Peace, supported by an independent and unsubdued Resolution

" My Lord* and Gentlemen,

" His Majesty has not yet been enabled to communicate to you the result of

the Ncgociations in which he is engaged with Powers on the Continent ; hut you

may rest assured that no step will be omitted on His Majesty's part, for promoting

such a concert as may afford the best prospect of restoring general and permanent

tranquillity ; or may, if necessary, furnish the means of repelling with vigour the

continued encroachments on the part of the French Government, which threaten

every day, more and more, the Liberty and Independence of all the Nations of

Europe."

The following Ships attend their Majesties and the Royal Family, during their

residence at Weymouth, viz.. the Diamond and Chiffonne Frigates, Defender and

Safeguard Gun-brigs, with the Liberty and Viper Luggers.

The Commission given to the Captain of le Vaillant, Prize to la Loire, is signed

ay the Corsican Emperor, and runs as follows

" We, by the grace of God, Napoleon I, Emperor of the French, Sec. Sic. Sec.

to Captain , greeting," and then goes on in the usual form.

This Officer is a Capitainc de Vaisseau, but commands the above Privateer—a

circumstance very common in 1759—like Commodore Thurot, when he com

manded three private Ships of War on the Coast of Ireland, and w as captured by

Captain Elliott, which were fitted out by Dunkirk Merchants.

It has been incorrectly stated, that Captain Maurice, and a party of Soldiers,

commanded the Diamond Rock, at the entrance of Martinique. The gallant

Commander was Captain Maurice, of the Navy, and the Rock was defended by

the same number of Seamen as is on board a Sloop of War. Captain M. was

First Lieutenant to Sir Samuel Hood.

Our Naval Service is much indebted to Captain Cnwan, for the invention of a

dexterous mode of reefing all the sails of a Ship : by this plan, now generally

adopting through the Navy, the main-sail of a first-rate Ship is reefed by two Men

on the yard with more facility than when forty were employed to effect it.

From Nantucket, May 20, 1805.—The following article was found in a junk-

bottle, taken up at the southward of the Vineyard, by one of the Pilot-boats on

the 9th instant. The buttle in which it was found was baiiaaled with six ouscal

JSfab. 9Jinn, Stol.XIv". *
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of lead halls, and had a staff made fast to it, with a piece of silk handkerchief pat

through as a Flag :—
" French National Ship Silence. April 10, 1805.

" One of His Britannic Majesty's Subjects, confined as a Prisoner on board

this Ship, embraces this mode of communicating information to his Coui'.trymcn

(being the only means left in his power), hoping that it may prove successful.

If it should even fall into the hands of any ofour American well-wishers, they no

doubt will make it public, that a valuable Spanish Ship, with an immense quantity

of specie, bound to Cadiz, would leave the Havana about the 1st of this month.

Such a Prize is certainly worthy the attention of any of His Majesty's Ships on

this Station looking alter. The Spanish Vessel's force is only 16 guns, and but

indifferently equipped.
•' THOMAS BURKE."

The Fleet in the Tcxel is extremely ill manned, and badly victualled, but ri

gidly disciplined. To give an idea of their Seamen, and the shifts they have

recourse to for procuring them, it is only necessary to state the following circum

stance :—The poor, innocent, and oppressed inhabitants of Sw itzerland, deprived

of the means of subsistence in their own Country, have been lately in the habit of

emigrating by the way of Holland, with a view of finding Shipping for America.

Several hundreds of these unfortuuate People having reached Amsterdam, were

reported to the Police, who gave orders for their detention till the General in

Chief should signify his pleasure on the subject of their quitting Holland. His

Excellency ordered those capable of serving in the Navy, to. be conveyed ou

board some Dutch Men of War fitting out in the Tend, and their Families to be

provided with Passports to return and starve in their Native Country !

The Spanish Ship the St. Michael, from Lima, is arrived in one of the Spanish

Ports, having on board t'00,000 piasters on account of the Spanish Government,

and 470,000 for the Merchants, with a Cargo of cocoa and other valuable mer

chandises. This Vessel fell in with the second Rochetbrt Squadron, and from it

learnt, that Hostilities bad commenced between Spain and England.

The Spaniards, who have been taken Prisoners in different Snips, express them

selves in terms of great warmth against the English ; and scruple not to assert the

most palpable falsehoods. A Correspondent informs us, that Lord Cochrane

rendered himself very obnoxious to them, by putting their consecrated candle

sticks on the heads of his masts. The anecdote respecting that Officer's Liberality

. was not entirely correct: something was returned to the Spaniards, but nothing

equal to what has been imagined.

Cadiz, May 19.

A Passenger just arrived here from the Isle of France, which he quitted on

the ninth of March, on board an Austrian Vessel, has brought the following

intelligence :—

Kear-Admiral Linois has captured thirty-five of the Enemy's Merchantmen;

ten of which, richly laden, belonged to the East India Company : he was

. also preparing to luake further Attacks upon the EnglUh Commerce in the East

Indies.

INQUISITION.

On the 27th of May, R. Callaway, Esq. held an inquisition on the body of

Hnanuel l'ortello, a Spanish Prisoner, on board the San Daiuaso, a Prison Ship,

"in Portsmouth Harbour, who died in consequence of a stab with a knife in his

' left thigh, ll appeared upon the examination, which lasted sis bouts, tbat it.*
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deceased was discovered by the Spanish Surgeon, in the orlop-deck, weltering in

his bloud ; from the loss of which he was so exhausted, that he could not he under

stood : tint the knife was found several yards from where he lay, without any

traces ol blood to the spot, which must have been the case had he inflicted the

wound on himself: and that he had been gambling with another Prisoner, who

underwent a strict examination.—The Jury upon these, and other strong collateral

circumstances, returned a verdict of Wilfully stabbed bij some Person or Person!

unknown.

AN ABSTRACT OF THE BRITISH EFFICIENT NAVAL FORCE.

[Corrected to the 20th of July, 1605.]

(To be continued occasionally.)

ENGLISH AND IRISH CHANNELS.

Rate. Sliios. Guns. Commanders.

1 Britannia . . . .' 100 i ^A*™™1. Northok.

£ Captain Ciiarles Built-in

2 Barfleur 98 George Martin.

3 Couragrux 71 Richard Lee.

Diadem 64 Charles Grant.

Fondroyant 80 5 R^r-Arimiral Sir Thomas Graves, K.B.
J I Captain I. P. Pin

*' Glor gg ( Ilcar-Adiniritl Charles Stirling.

' I Captain Samuel Warren.

i Admiral Lord Gardner.

1 Ilibernia 110 } 1st Captain, Rear-Admiral E. Thornborougli.

( 2d do. William Bedford.

3 Impcrueux » 80 Captain Thomas Byam Martin.

Defence 74 • George Hope.

Cffisar 80 Sir R. J. Strachan, Bart.

Agamemnon 64 ^— John Harvey.

Goliath 74 Robert Barton.

Montagu 74 —-

f Neptune 98 T. F. Frcemaiitle.

Prince 98 Richard Grindall.

Prince George 98 George Losack.

Princess Royal 98 ■ Richard Car. Reynolds.

3 Princess of Orange 74 Thomas Rogers.

Plantagenet 74 William Bradley.

Polyphemus 64 Robert lledmill.

Revenge 74 Robert Moorsom.

Repulse 74 Hon. A. K. Legge.

Raisonable 64 ■ Peler Hunt.

2 Temcraire 98 Eliab Harvey.

3 Thunderer 74 ——— William Lechmere.

Triumph 74 Henry Inman.

f Admiral Honourable William Cornwallij.

1 ViUede Paris 110 <lst Captain, Vice-Admiral C. Ji. Nugent.

1 2d do. John Whitby.

3 Warrior 74 Captain Samuel Hood Lmzee,

2 Windsor Castle 98 Charles Boyles.

3 Zealous 74 ——— John Oakes Hardy.

Total, 30 Sail of the Line, (including 11 three-dcrkers,) whi'jh compose the

Blockading Fleet off Brest, under Admiral Cumwallis ; lhat off Rochefort under

Rear-Aduiual Sir Thomas Graves ; and those on the Irish Station under Admiral

Lord Gardner. Respecting any particular Ship or Ships, it is to be understood

("once for all) that each returns to Port to refit or take in Stores, as may b«

wanting, while their temporary absence is for the most part filled by some oilier

-who may have been previously supplied.
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IN PORT AND FITTING.

Hate. Shipi. Gun*. Commanders.

3 Audacious 74 Captain John Lawford.

Captain 74 G. H Stephen*.

Diclaior 64 James .M'.Vamara.

Monarch 74 J. C. Searle.

Orion 74 E. Codrmgton.

Ruby 64 ■ Charles Rowley.

4 Dolphin (Store-ship) .... 44 Isaac Ferric res.

Re-ulus 44 C. Worslej Boys.

Serapis (Store-ship) ..... 44

Woolwich do 44 ' Francis Beaufort.

1 Royal Sovereign 100 Mart Robinson-

3 Saturn 74 — Lord A melius Beauct'erc.

Bellona... 74 D. Pater.

DOWNS AND NORTH SEA FLEETS.

3 Elephant 74 Captain George Dundas.

Majestic 74 Jo-eph Harwell.

Naniur 74 7.. \V. Halsted.

c. ,,, c. 5 Admiral Lord Keith.
St- Albans 64 < ,, ■ , , ... ,

( C'aptam John lemplc.

Stately 64 George Parker.

IT. . , , , t Vice-Admiral John Hollowaj.
Utrecht 61 < r< tl c i

I Captain Ihoinas Seecombe.

4 Adamant 50 —— George Burltcn.

Antelope 50 Robert Plumpin,

Diomedc 50 Hugh Dowuman.

T , rn 1 Rear-Aduural Billy Douglas.
Lc0->ard 50 I Captain Richard Raggett.

Trusty 50

Camel 41 Thomas Garth.

Rear-Admiral T. M. Russel has his Flag in one of the larger Ships cruising off

the Texcl ; Rear-Aduural Douglas is employed watching the Flotilla at Boulogne;

and Lord Keith, with Yicc-Adnnral Holiouay, are stationed in the Downs. It is

expected the Namur will be dispatched on othct Service.

GUARD-SHIPS.

4 Gorgon 44 Captain Wilkinson.—River Shannon.

« t> i urn n„ { Admiral Montaeu. } « ... .3 Roval William 80 < n , „, . b V Spithead.
J ( t aptain v\ ainwnght. J r

Puissant 74 Captain Irwin —Spithead.

1 Salvador del Muudi 112 Yice-Admiral Young.—Plymouth.

3 Texel 61 Captain D. Campbell —Lcith Uoails.

4 Roebuck 44 Rear-Ad miral Vashon.—• do.

Troni[ 50 Captain Norway.— Falmouth.

3 Zealand 64 Rear-Admiral Rowley.—Nore.

COASTS OF SrATN AND PORTUGAL.

, _ . , *tnS Vice-Admiral Sir Charles Cotton.
1 San Josef 112 J Captain T. R Rickotts.

3 Malta 80 Captain Edward Duller.

Ajax 74 William Brown.

Defiance 74 P. C. Durham.

Dragon 74 Edward Griffith.

Hero 74 Hon. A. H. Gardner.

_ ^ ■ /-.»f i /\o ^ Vice-Admiral Sir Robert Calder.
5 Pnnce of W ale, 9S } ^^ Cummm„_
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Hate. Ships. Guns. Commanderu

3 Tonnant 80 Csptain Cliarles Tyler.

Ramilhes 74 Francis Pickmore.

Terrible 74 . Lord Henry Paulett.

2 Queen 98 —— Francis Pender.

WITH VICE-ADMIRAL COLLINGWOOD.

A —. , , , rto C Vice-Admiral Collingwood.
J Dreadnought 98 $Caplain Edward R.theram.

3 Achille 74 Richard King.

Bellerophon 74 John Cooke (1st).

Colossus 74 J. N. Morris.

Illustrious 74 William Shield.

Mars 74 ■ . George Duff.

Minotaur 74 J. C. M. Mansfield.

IN THE MEDITERRANEAN.

3 Leviathan 74 Captain II. W. Bayntum.

4 ^pafM™'"!50 C.M.Schotnberg.

3 G&b"riUr.P?!!°..S!'T..ai74 Ifc«-A<lmiralJohn Knight.

N.B. It is not certain whether the Canopus, of 80 guns, is on this Station, »r

with Ix>rd Viscount Nelson : if the latter has 10 Sail of the Line, Rear-Admiral

Louis, in that Ship, is with him.

HOSPITAL AND PRISON SHIPS.

2 Sandwich, P.S 90 Lieut. E. Hungerford.

Sussex, H.S 90 R. Jewers.

3 Argonaut, do 64 James James.

Catorj, do 64 W.Brett.

Prince Frederick, do. .... 64 S. Gordon.

4 Experiment, do 44 Robert Yule.

3 Puissant Sheer Hulk 74 John Irwin.

Genercux, P.S 74 William Lanyon.

Pegasc, do 74 Crouch.

Royal Oak, do 74 S. Liddle.

San Nicholas, do 74 William Snow.

San Damaso, do 74 ■ Thomas Thompson.

San Ysidro, do 74 G. J. Dceourdeux (1st,).

Sultan, do 74 A. M'Leod.

Bienfaisant, do 64 Brown.

Buckingham, do 64 J. Matson.

Europe, do 64 William Styles.

HALIFAX AND AMERICA.

[ Vice-Admiral Sir Andrew Mitchell.4 Leander 50 S^ce-Admiral Sir Andr

I Captain John TalbeU

NEWFOUNDLAND.

. T . „ J Vice-Adrniral Sir Erasmus Gower.

* 00 I Captain J. A. Onimaney.

LEEWARD ISLANDS.

_ ,- , , , CRpar-Admiral Hon. A. Cochrane.

3 Northumberland 74 Jcapta.n George Tobin.

Spartiate 71 ■ ■ Sir Francis Laibrey, Bart.



70 NATAL HISTORY OF THE PRESENT TEAR, 1805,

JAMAICA STATION.

Rate. Ships. Gum. Commanders.

2 St. George 98 Captain Hon. Michael de Courey.

3 Hercule 74 ■

Vanguard 74 ——— Andrew F. Evan*.

t, „, f Rear-Admiral J- R. Dacres.
Theseus 74 1 n .

£Cnptaui ■

Centaur 74 • Murray Maxwell.

Alias ' 74 Samuel Pym.

Veteran 64 J. N. Newman.

Eagle 74 David Colby.

Agincoujt 64 Thomas Brigs.—Under orders for

the West Indies.

WITH LORD NELSON, IN PURSUIT OF COMBINED FLEETS.

f Vice-Ad miral Lord Nelson.

Victory 100 < 1st Captnin, Bear-Admiral George Murray.

( 2d do. T. M. Hardy,

rr cn S Rear-Admiral T. Louis.
Can°Pu9 80 \ Captain F.W.Austen.

Donnegal 80 Pultney Malcolm.

Tigre 80 Benjamin Hallowed.

Belleisle 74 William Hargood.

Conqueror 74 ——— Israel Pcllew.

Excellent 74 Frank Sotheron.

Spencer 74 Hon. R Stopford.

Superb 74 R. Goodw in Keates.

Swiftsure 74 —— John Stuart.

Malabar 50 . Robert Hall.—On her Passage witk

Dispatches for Lord Nelson.

EAST INDIES, AND ON THEIR PASSAGE.

Albion 74 Captain John Ferrier.

„. , . \ Rear-Admiral Sir T. Troubridge.Blenheim 74 < „ . . . „ .. •
I Captain Austin Bissell.

Russcl 74 Robert Williams.

Lancaster 64 William Fothcrgill.

T . , - , 5 Vice-Admiral Peter Rainier.
lrldcm °* JCaplain Thomas Surridge.

r, „ , I Rcar-Adiuiral Sir Edward Pellew.
C,llloden 74 i Captain Christopher Cole.

Sceptre 74 Joseph Bingham.

Tremendous 74 ——• John Osborn.

Athcaienc 64 •—— Francis Fayerman.

Grampus 50 —— T. G. Caullield.

Hindostan 50 Alexander Fraser.

Sheerness 44 ■ J.ord George Stuart.

Betliquciuc 64 —— George Byng.—Under Order* lot

that Station with Convoy.

WITH SEALED ORDERS FOR A FOREIGN STATION.

4 Calcutta 50 Captain Daniel Woodroffc.
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REPAIRING.

One Second Rate, the London, of 98 ; fourteen Third Rate?; viz. Pompee and

Gibraltar, of 80 ; Brunswick, Edgar, Ganges, Hector, Powerful, R ih ct, and San

Antonio, of 74 ; Africa, Holstcin, Intrepid, Lion, and Standard, of 64; and out

Fifth Rate, Charon, of 44 guns :—Total, 16.

UNDER ORDERS TO REPAIR.

One Second Rate, the Formidable, of 98 ; thirteen of Third Rates, Alcide,

Alfred, Canada, Camatic, Resolution, Kent, Renown, and Vengeance, of 74 ; one

of 80, the Sans Pared; the Ardent, Leyden, Monmouth, and Inflexible, of 64;

fire Fourth Rates, the Beschennu, Balavia, Centurion, and Glattou, of 50, with

the Chichester, of 44 guns:—Total, 19 Ships.

Rear- Admiral Sir Richard Bickerton has his Flagflying m one of the Ships on the

Coast of Sjmin, but in which is not yet generally krnwn. His late Ship, the

Royal Sovereign, arrived without him, and is now in Poi-tsmouth Harbour,

In addition to the fourteen Sail of the Line, the names of which are given in our

former Statement, (vide Naval Chronicle, Vol. XIII, page 367), as building,

there are nine others, not named ; as per letter of' the Nat if Hoard to the Admiralty,

of the 31st of January last, (vide Naval Chronicle, Vol. XIII, page 490, and

Postscript, page 492), making in the whole twenty-three Sail of the Line noxo

building.

F. F. Upper Clapton.

ILetttrs: tin ^crtirc,

Copied verbatim from the London Gazette.

[Continued from Vol. XIII, page 503.]

.ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, JULY 6, 1805.

Copy of a Letter from Renr-Admiral Drury, to William Marsden, Esq. ; dated an

board the Trent, in Cork Harbour, the 29th June, 1805.

SIR,

FjpHIS morning arrived here His Majesty's Ship Loire, bringing with her the

Valiant, a formidable French Privateer, which she captured lour days a^o.

as related m Captain Maitland's letter, herewith enclosed, for the information of

«iy Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty.

I am, &c.

W. O'BRIEN DRURY.

sir, His Majesty's Ship Loire, at Sea, June 25, 1805.

I have much pleasure in announcing to you the Capture of the Valiant of

Bourdeaux, a Frigate Privateer, carrying thirty guns and ¥40 Men, by His Ma

jesty's Ship under my Command, m Int. 49 deg. 30 mill, and long. 16 deg. 20

miu. after a very hard Chase of twelve hours ; when nearly within gun-shot, the-

Melampus and Brilliant hove in sight on the weather-bow, which obliged her to

bear up, and threw her into our hands about two hours soo.ier than she otherwise

would have been. She is reckoned one of the most complete Ships ever fitted out

at Bourdeaux, and is perfectly calculated to be taken into His Majesty's Service ;

tails incomparably fast, carries twentv-lour eighteen-poundcrs on her mam-dr-ck,

and six sixes (which she threw overboard in the Chase,) on her <|u?rler-deck.

The Valiant had been twenty davs from Buurdeaut, was victualled and stored for

a four mouths' Cruise : the only Capture she has made is the Lord Charles Spen

cer, Halifax Packet.

I have the honour to be, Sic.

It Rear-Admiral Drury, $c, #c. <*c. FRED. MAITLAND.

Coif.
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Copy of a letter from Captain Dashwood, of His Majesty's Ship the Bacchante, 10

William Marsden, &/. ; dated off the Havana, the 19th May, 1805.

silt,

I transmit you a copy of a letter which I have written to Rear-Admiral Dacres,

Commander in Ciuef, gmne an account of my having captured, on the 14th in

stant, the Spanish Letter of Marque Schooner le Felix, Francisco Loops, Master.

I have the honour to be, &x.

C. DASHWOOD.

(IK, ' Bacchante, off the Havana, May 14, 1805.

I beg to acquaint you, that the Spanish Schooner le Felix, a Letter oi Marque,

pierced for ten guns, but only six mounted, with a complement of forty-two Men,

commanded by Francisco Lopes, laden with coffee and bees wax, from the Ha

vana to Vera Cruz, was this day captured by His Majesty's Ship under my Coin~

niand, after a Chase of four hours.

She sailed the preceding evening, and was permitted to do so from her very-

great superiority of sailing, and is the first Vessel that has quitted that anchorage

since the Embargo was laid on.

I have the honour to be, &c.

C. DASHWOOD.

Sear-Admiral Dacres, Jamaica.

july 13, 1805.

Copies of Three Letters from licar-Admiral Dacres, Commander in Chief cf Hist

Majesty's Ships and Vessels at Jamaica, to William Marsden, E&q.

SIR, Hercuk, Port Uoyal, April 21, 1805.

Herewith you will receive the copy of a letter transmitted to uie by Mr.

Smith, Midshipman of the Hcrcule, commanding the Schooner Giacieuse, Tender

to my Flag, giving an account of the destruction of a French National Schooner

that had just sailed from Santo Domingo.

I am, &c. J. R DACRES.

sin, His Majesty's Schooner Gracieuse, 11th April, 1805.

I bog leave to inform you, at one P. M. on the 9tli instant, I feli in with and

captured a large Spanish Schooner, from St. Domingo to Porto Rico with Passen

gers. At six A.M. saw a strange Sail to the Eastward. She proved to be a Sloop

under French Colours. I chased her, firing several Shots at her, within gun-shot

of the Forls of St. Domingo. Finding it impossible to take her, I gave Chase to

a Brig to the Westward. She proved to be an American. At half past four,

saw a Schooner standing out of St. Domingo, steering direct for us. I was in

formed by the Spaniards on board that she was a French National Schooner. I

immediately hauled out with my Prize, that I might have Sea room in case she

attempted to retreat: this being accomplished, at eight shortened Sail and hove

to, with the Prize under the lee-quarter. At half past eight, the Schooner, wind

ward, edged down within musket-shot, and opened a very heavy fire of musketry

and great guns, which was immediately returned by the Gracieuse under my

Command. At nine, he bore down with an intention of boarding, but met with

so warm a reception, that obliged him to haul his Wind : he continued the En

gagement. Al twenty minutes past nine made a second attempt to board.

Finding it impossible, made all sail, firing his stern-chasers and musketry. At eleven

he tucked, and stood in for the Land. 1 immediately opened a very heavy fire of

grape and cannister, with small arms, which continued till half past three A.M.,

at which time he run on Shore on Point Vizoa. Finding tho reef all round him, I

hove-to, within half a mile from the reef, until half past four: I then saw him

going along Shorn with his Sweeps ; made all sail in chase. At half past seven,

observed him haul in for the Laud. At a quarter past eight run him on Shore on

Point de Selina, ami landed his Crew off the bowsprit. I run in, and came to in

four fathoms Water, witli springs on the cable ; out Boat, and sent a Hawser on

board him, with an intention, it possible, to get him off; but when I got on board,

from the number of shot holes between Wind and Water, he had completely
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filled. He was as fine a Vessel of his claw as ever I saw, and would have done

For His Majesty's Service. His fo-ce consisted in a beautitul long brass twelve-

pound<-r. mounted on a circle <n midships, which I have got on board ; two long

bra>s i'Hir-^j Hinders, and lour brass swivels, three-pounders, with ninety-six Men*

armed with small amis. Finding it impossible for the Boats to do any thing,

front rlie heavy surf on the Beach, I continued hero until morning, and sent the

Boats at half past three A.M., under the Command of Messrs. Iliegins and

M'GiII, in order to take out the long gun, and destroy the Vessel, which was

effectually completed by them. It is impossible to find words sufficient to ex

press the general /srood :nd gallant conduct oi the Officers and Crew. 1 feel

pleasure iu informing you we have not a Man killed; the only Persons wounded

wen* Mr. Robert Marlcy, Midshipman ; Thomas Knox and Joseph Ligo, Seamen*

which deprived me of a truly brave Officer and Two Men ; having ou board

three sick and three wounded; an Officer of our Seamen on board the Prue*

Tlit* number of the Enemy's killed and wounded is unknown, but must have

been considerable, as I could plainly see them carrying the wounded in the

bushes.

• I have the honour to be, &c.

J. R, fiacres, T*q. Rear- idmiral T. B. SMITH.

of the Re-J,$c. $c. #c.

str, Hercule, at Sea, May 17, 1805.

I have the honour to enclose, for their Lordships' information, the copy of a

letter I have reccive.d from Captain Woolsey, of His Majesty's Sloop Papillon,

acquainting me of his having, by stratagem, caused one of ihn Felucca-rigged

Privateers to be captured, that annoy the Coast of the Island of Jamaica.

I am, &c. J. It. DACRES.

sin, Papillon, Savana la Mar. April 15, 1805.

Having anchored at Savana la Mar, I gained intelligence from the. Master of a

Droger, that a Spanish Felucca-rigged Privateer was off the west end to the very

great annoyance of the Coast; and being very apprehensive she mi^ht make her

escape should I go after her in the Papillon, I judged it best to try and lake her

by stratagem: I accordingly got one ol the Merchant Ships' Shallops, and dis-

"pat'.hed Lieutenant I'neur, with twenty-five Men, disguising her as a Droger ; at

eiyht, the samp evening, he fell in with the Privateer close umKr the Land;

Lieutenant Priori r, m a very cool and brave manner allowed her to row along

side, and make herselt fast before the Enemy discovered bis mistake ; he then

ordered the Men from below, firod a volley of musketry into her and boarded:

and I am happy to inform you, in four minutes she was completely in our pos

session. She proves to be the Conception, Spanish Privateer, of one brass three-

pounder and twenty-tive men, well armed and equipped, about twenty-live tons

burthen, out five days from Manchoneal Harbour, m the Island ot Cuba, and had

made no Capture's.

The loss oi the Enemy was considerable, having had seven Men killed and

drowned, and eight badly wounded : we, I am happy to say, bad only two

slightly wouiried. Four of her Men swam on Shore, and have since been taken

up by the Militia. The Prisoners I landed here, who were taken charge of bj

the Mthtia ; the wounded are in Hospital, with proper medical attendance.

The conduct of Lieutenant Pneur and Mr. J. Christie, Purser, (who volunteered

bis Services,) the Petty Officers and Men, on this occasion, I cannot too highly

recommend to your notice.

I have the honour to be, &c.

To Rear-Admiral J. li. fiacres, Commander WILLLVM WOOLSEY.

in Chief, (jt*. $c. ^*c.

sis, Hercule, at Sea, May 17, 1805.

I have the honour to enclose, for the information of the Lords Commissioners

Of the Admiralty, the copy of a letter transmitted to uie by the Honourable Cap-

rain Alurray, of His Majesty's Ship Franchise, acquainting me of his having

captured the Tender of the Dutch Frigate Kilen Hassnier, which is lying im

Curacoa Harbour.

I am, ore. J. R. DACRES.

etfrron. ffloI.XIV. l
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Hit Majetty't Ship la Franchise, off Curactm,

em, April 25, 1805.

I have the honour to inform yon, that an my arrival off the Town of this Island,

on the 24th instant, we observed a Schooner to leeward of us : on standing for

her, she hauled in under the Fort of Port Maria, and came to an anchorage : we

followed ; and, after about an hour's firing nt the Fort and her, wc had the sa-

tisfaction to get her out. She proved to be a Tender to the Dutch Frigate Kelcn

Hasshler, now lying at Curacoa, and commanded by a Lieutenant, with thirty-

rive Men, twenty-four of which, with the Lieutenant and Surgeon, were on board
•when taken possession of, the former wounded ; the rest made Ihcir escape on

Shore. We have, unfortunately, one Man very badly wounded, and twe

slightly ; some of our rigging cut, but not materially damaged.

I have the honour to be, &c.

To Jama Richard Dacres, Fsq., Rear- JOHN MLRRAV.

Admiral of the Red, Commander in

Chief, 4-c. 4c. 4-c.

Copy of a Letter from the Honourable Rear-Admiral Cochrane, Commander in Chief

of His Majesty's Sliips and Vessels at the I reward Islands, to William MarsJen,

Esq., dated on board His Majesty's Ship Xorthambcrland, ut Itnrbadoes, the 4th

of June, 1805.

SIR,

I herewith enclose you, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of 'he

Admiralty, a copy ot two Letters 1 have received from Captain Nourse, of His

Majesty's Ship Barbadoes, and Captain Cribb, of the Kingstisher, having cap

tured the French Schooner Privateer la Desiree, and Spanish Privateer llamas.

I am, &c. ALKX. COCHRANE.

His Majesty's Ship Barbadoes, at Sea,

sin, April 8, 1805.

I beg leave to inform you, that His Majesty's Ship Barbadoes, under my

Command, this day captured, in sight of the Island of Barbadoes, la Desiree

French Privateer Schooner, of 14 guns, and 71 Men ; out four days from

Guadeloupe, and had not made any Capturei She had the temerity, after being

decoyed within Musket-shot, to return the lire of several broadsides with

Musketry, by which she suffered in 7 Men killed and wounded.

I have the honour to be, &c.

JOSEPH NOURSE.

To Hon. Rear-Admiral Cochrane,

Commander in Chief, J[-c. $c

Hit Majesty's Sloop Kingsfisher, off Cape

Bit, St. Juan, April 11, 1805.

Two Boats from the Ship under my Command, under the direction of Lieuts.

Standish and Smith, brought out from the anchorage of the above Cape the

Damas Spanish Privateer, pierced for 4 guns, mounting only 1 eight-pounder,

40 Muskets, with a Crew of 57 Men. Though the Crew made some resistance

both from the Vessels and on Shore, I have the pleasure to add it was without

loss. She was equipped ten days ago at Cumana, for a Cruise off Deinerara.

This is her first and unsuccessful effort. I am, &c.

W. R. CRIBB, Commander.

Tht Hon. Admiral Cochrane, Commander

in Chief, tj-c. tfc. <je.

imperial parliament.

HOUSE OF LORDS, May J4.

»TPHE Lord Chancellor stated, that he had received a Letter from Earl St. Vincent,

which expressed his readiness to attend before the Select Committee of

the Commons. A motion of the Lord Chancellor, respecting the manner, etc. af

exiunioing Judge Fox, was deferred till Thursday.
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NAVAL AFFAIRS.

Lord Darhley called the attention of the House to the Naval Docu

ments on the Table, anil observed, that what he had now to state would

have no reference to any individual, but would be addressed to all who

had the good of their Country at heart. The principal points upon which ha

should dwell, were the comparative merits of the present and the late Board of

Admiralty ; and to examine upon what grounds Ships, unless as Men of War, had

been put into Commission; why a certain number of Ships had been built or re

paired in the Merchants' Yards preferably to the Kini^s Yards, and which of th«

two places for building Ships of War were most useful to the Country. He then

very pointedly animadverted on the enormous expense the building and repairing

the Ships of War in the Merchants' Yards had involved ; and said, that it amounted

•o somewhat more than 341. per ton. He next adverted to, and lamented tha

number of excellent Hands that had discharged themselves from the King's

Yards since the present Admiralty was in power ; a number sufheient to hava

completed all the Ships that of late had been promised, as he said would appear

from the Papers on the Table, and would have saved one third of the Money

that had been expended in the Merchants' Yards. He concluded with paying

some high compliments to Earl St. Vincent ; censured the language which had

_ been used against him in the other House, and at length moved for a Select Com-

niitiec to report upon the Papers. Among others he mentioned the following

Peers, as Members to form the Committee : the Duke of Clarence, the Marquis

of Buckingham, Earls Forlcscue and Tankerville, I-ords Komney and King, &c.

Lord Melville ably answered the different remarks of the Mover. He insisted

that no Papers had been objected to but such as could uot be produced on ac

count of their length, as one document alone would fill three folio Volumes. On

the charges against the present Admiralty, of having brought up a number of

nselcss Ships, and built and repaired Ships of War in the Merchants' Yards, he

reminded the Mover, that a Motiou hud been made respecting the want of small

Ships, and the necessity of immediately providing them, as the fittest to coun

teract the attempts of the Enemy at Invasion, which at that time seemed to be

considered as very serious mid alarming. He found that such Ships would be

indispensably necessary. Those, however, that had been contracted for, would

not be really till a distant period ; it wns therefore thought expedient to purchase

some. The amount in all of those purchased, built, and repaired, was no less

than 1T6 Vessels j almost double the number formerly employed in the North

Seas. The expense was about 300,0001. The expense he never would regret,

for in such a stale of the Country ho mode of defence was more necessarv. These

Ships are now employed in the North Seas as Convoys, and they have the ad

ditional advantage, that they itllow other Ships, fitter tor harder Service, to be

employed elsewhere. If blame was imputable to hun, it wo. ild appear from the

measures he adopted on first coining to preside at the Admiralty Board, On

entering upon that Department, he felt thai his first duty was to attempt to re

store the British Navy. He accordingly examined into all its branches, and

ordered an accurate Beport to lie made of ail the Ships in Commission, Ho

found that there were then 81 Ships of the Line, 17 of which were for Home

Service. Whs that a state of the Navy such as was called lor by the alarming

situation of the Country ? That number miyht he adequate to the Force of the

Enemy, who were said to have seventy Ships oi the Line ; not indeed all ready

for Sea, but which might soon be not much inferior to them, as our Ships must

be considerably worn down after a hard Service of ten years. With every en

deavour to increase the number, it still, however, nearly remained the same

after ten Mouths ; because what was added was little more than what could be

a Substitute for those which there w as not time to repair. This circumstance led

him to further inquiry into the most effectual means of keeping up the Navy.

By which inquiry it appeared, that on the 15th ol May, 1801, there were build

ing only six Ships of the Line, which were undertaken at different periods, but

some of which would not be ready till 1806, or even 1807. It further appeared,

that of these Ships which were to be ready in May, 1804, the Keels had not

yet been laid down. Where the bhtme lay, it was not for him to say j he only

stated the simple facts. He then made tome excellent temarks, to show that ha
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conduct had been the same as that of Lords Sandwich, Chatham, Spencer, &e.

from 1771 to 1801 ; asserted that no less than ISO Sail of the Line would be

found adequate to preserve all we had at stake ; and concluded with stating,

that the Commissioners of the Naval Inquiry were likely to do more effectual

Service than any Committee of their Lordships.

Earl St. Vincent said a few words to show that ten Ships of the Line could be

built every year in the King's Dock Yards.

Lord Sidmoutk contended that there were no grounds for the Committee; aa

did Lord Hawkesbury.

Lord Holland spoke in favour of the Motion; and on a division there were.

Contents 33. Non-Contents 88.—Majority against the Motion 55.

June 5* Lord Barham took the Oaths and his S ;'t. on his creation tothat

Title : his Lordship was introduced by Lords Boston and Wood house. The Royal

Assent by Commission (the Lord Chancellor, l^ords Walsingham and Auckland,

sitting as Commissioners) was given to the Commission of Naval Inquiry Bill.

HOUSE OF COMMONS, Mat 20.

Mr. Creevey moved for an account of the Salaries of the Judge, Marshall,

and other Officers of the Court of Admiralty- The Motion was negatived,

in consequence of Sir William Scott having explained that he derived no Salary

from sit iing in the Court of Appeal.

Mr. Huskinson moved fur accounts of sums remaining unapplied, granted for

the Service of the Navy in 1800. Ordered.

May 23. Serjeant West called the attention of the House to the facts disclosed

in the Eleventh Report of the Naval Commissioners, and spoke as to the propriety

of an inquiry previous to any ultimate decision. The fads :n this Report proved,

in his mind, that some gross abuses had been committed, and that scarcely any

Law had passed for the security of our Constitution on these pomt*, which had

not been violated. It therefore became highly necessary to ascertain whether

Loans can be raised from the People by the Ministers, without the consent of

Parliament, consistently with the principles of the British Constitution ; because

scarcely a Session of Parliament passes without votes enabling the Minuter to

raise Loans upon Exchequer Bills; and if it be the Law of 'he CV:.stitut>oi, that

Loans cannot be raised upon Exchequer Bills without that permission, it can/tot

be legal to issue Navy Bills for the purpose * He proceeded to quote passage*

from different Writers on the Constitution; and asserted, that since the yea.- itiOO,

independently of the vast number of Navy Bills that have been issued in t'.e legal

way, namely, for Stores and actual Services; and which becoming duo. instead

of being paid off, vere taken up by issuing other Navy Bills, as has of hue Leea

the practice at the Bank, no less a Sum than 4,SOO,o6oi. had been raised l-y the,

issuing of Navy Bills ; and ol this no communication was ever made to Parliament.

Commenting on other passages of the Report, he arraigned Ministers for a high

violation of the Laws ofthe Country, in a misapplication of the public Money;

and at length concluded with movmt>, " That a Select Committee bebppouucu to

take into consideration the Eleventh Report."

The Chancellor of the Exchequer expressed himself anxious for the proposed in

quiry, and intimated that the Mover was totally mistaken as to the subject on
■which he had descan'ed. He, however, suggested as an amendment, that one

part of the Report should be referred to a Secret, and the other to a Select Com

mittee. He then entered upon a refutation of The charges which Mr. Best had

made against Ministers, by showing that the Commissioners who had framed tho

Report had thought of no such charges, and had only intimated that the scheme

principally alluded to in the Report was adopted with no direct view. He traced,

in the clearest manner, the origin and purposes of Navy BUI*, to the time of the

Revolution ; and after insisting that the purposes to which they had been applied

were strictly Naval and regular, he moved that the application of an item of

100,0001. be excluded from the investigation of the Select Committee.
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Mr. Fox made some observations on the necessity of examining how far tha

Laws had been complied with, and how far they had been sacrificed to public

convenience.

Sir A. S. Hammond observed, that the Navy Board had been accused of paying

Bills a day sooner than they ought to have been p:tid. The mode pursued was

exactly the same as had been followed from tite beginning. It was consistent

with the uniform practice. It was surprising lo him that the Commissioners should

have stated this matter in the manner they had. The Navy Board had taken 90

days before they issued the Bills ; so that instead of paying a day too soon, there

was a gain of 179 days, and half of a year's Interest saved by that credit, mak

ing it for six Months instead of three Months. There was a very considerable

issue in 1797, to the amount of 7,000,0001. Fifteen per cent, was then paid on

the Bills, and the same kept increasing till the Act passed ; in the year after

which, more than 1,000,0001. was saved to the Public.—The Motion of Serjeant

Best, with the amendment, was then agreed to.

The Bill for improving the Port of Lou ion was read a third time and passed.

May£7. Mr. Leicester brought up a Report fron tiie Select Committee, relative

to the Tenth Report of the Naval Commissioners, and moved that it be printed.

Mr. Whitbrend immediately gave notice of a Motion for the Impeachment of

Lord MehiUe. This Motion it was his intention tn follow up with certain Reso

lutions respecting the conduct of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, on several of

the transartions mentioned in that Report. He named Thursday se'nnight.

May 'i8. Sir C. Price obtained leave for a Bill to repeal that part of the T,on-

don Do"ks Act which grants to the Carmen of London the exclusive privilege ol

iree Cartage on the Quays.

Mr. 2i. S, Du/tdas, Son of Lord Melville, in consrquence of Mr. Whitbrfad'i

Motion, intimated that he should move that his Lordship be heard in his defence

on the day of the Impeachment.

On the Motion of Sir W. Elford, the Correspondence between Earl St. Vincent,

the Comptroller of the Navy, and Lord Buckinghamshire, was referred to a

Select Committee,

SEAMEN.

Sir John Borlase Warren presented a Petition for the Naval Asylum, praying

for aid ; which was ordered to be referred to a private Committee.

PRIZE CAUSE BILL.

Sir W. Scntt moved the commitment of the Prize Courts' Bill.

Sir C. Pole thought that this Bill would he attended with the most mis

chievous consequences. It was not for the encouragement of Seamen, but for

the encouragement of Doctors Commons. . He then went into the various parts

of the Bill, and dwelt on the enormous expenses, the large fees charged, the

inconvenience of having only one Proctor for Captors, and the enormous income

of that Proctor. It was mockery to cai! it a Bill for the Encouragement of

Seamen.

Mr. ^.'irtiii said the Hon. Bart, had spoken the sentiments of the Public.

Sir J. Kicholl, at considerable length, replied, The principal points he in

sisted upon were, that expense v.as uiiiuoulable, from the only mode in which

evidence could be procured. The case that had been stated of a Proctor's Bill

amounting to 140/. on the condemnation of a Spanish Prize worth 300,0001. did

not appear to him at all extravagant : but if a Proctor's Bill was in any instant;*

excessive, there were methods of taxing it.

After some farther conversation, in which Admiral Pole, Sir J. B. Warren,

Admiral Markham, Sir W. Scott, and Dr. Lawrence, took part, the Bill was

ordered to be re-committed. The Speaker then left the Chair, and the Houn

went into a Committee for the re-commitlal of the Bill.

Admiral Berkeley suggested the necessity of establishing an Office in London,

where Seamen and their gelations should be immediately informed. M to th»
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Prize Money due to them. He thought that of such importance, that there

should be a Board specially to superintend it.

Mr. Rote and the Chancellor of the Exchequer agreed in the necessity of •

House in London, for the purposp suggested ; but seemed to think it better that

the Governor of Greenwich Hospital should have the appointment and su[>erin-

tendance of such Oifice. The Report was ordered to be received on Thursday.

Adjourned to Thursday. i

Mat 30. Mr. Jeffriei (of Pool) moved for an account—1st, Of the quantity

•f Foreign Oak Timber bought 'for the Service of the Navy from the 1st of

January to the 15th of May, 1803.—2dly, Of the quantity of English Oak

Timber admitted into His Majesty's Stores, from the 1st of January, 1793, to

the present time, distinguishing each year.—3dly. The number of Ships of the

Line and Frigates paid off between the 1st of October, 1S01, and the 2d of

March, 1803: as, also, of the number of Ships repaired in His Majesty's Dock*

during the same period. These Motions were severally put and carried.

Mr. Whithread staled, that when he had given notice of a Motion arising from

the Tenth Report for Thursday next, it was on the supposition that the Report

of the Select Committee might have been printed by this day, and that Members

would consequently have sufficient time lo lake it into consideration. As he was

Bow informed that it could not be printed till Saturday, he was under the

necessity of postponing his Motion. As he underwood Monday se'nuigbt would

■ot be a convenient day, he should now fix Tuesday sc'anigbt for the Motion

of which he had given notice.

Mr. Pitt observed, that the Hon. Gentleman's Motion consisted of two parts ;

namely, the Impeachment of Lord Melville, and the Resolutions which related

to his (Mr. Pill's) own conduct. He expressed an earnest wish, that the

Resolutions, at least, should be brought forward on the day originally proposed;

hut after a short conversation, it was agreed that the question should stand fixed

for Tuesday sc'nnight.

June 6. Sir C. Price brought up the Report of (he Committee on the London

Docks. Resolutions for granting 50,000f. to iinish those Docks agreed to.

Mr. Rose obtained leave (o bring in a Bill to encourage Seamen in tbo

Coasting Trade. Adjourned.

SIR JOHN THOMAS DUCKWORTH.

June 7. Col. Wood, pursuant lo his notice, rose, and moved for the produc

tion of the proceedings of the Court Marlial lately held on Vice-Admiral Sir J.

T. Duckworth, with a copy of the memorial presented by Capt. Wood, the pro

secutor, and the case and opinion made out in behalf of the said Capt. Wood.

He inferred that the evidence adduced completely proved the arbitrary pro

ceedings of Admiral Duckworth, in having dismissed Capt. Wood from the

Command of the Acasta Frigate, and that the Admiral had transgressed the 181 h

Article of War, in bringing home from the West Indies certain Articles of

Merchandize. Notwithstanding this, llie Admiral had been honourably ac

quitted, and the prosecution alledLied lo he vexatious, and without foundation.

It was, therefore, the duty of the House to interfere in such a case.

Mr. Dickenson, SirW. Elfurd, A'lmiral Murkham, and Capt. Harvey, warmly

defeoded the character of the Noble Admiral, who had done nothing more ihast

was usual in the Service.

CoL Wood said, that as it appeared to be the wish of the House that this

matter should not be brought loruard at present, he should withdraw it, with

the intention of taking another opportunity next Se ssion lo bring it under their

consideration. The question was then put, that the Motion be withdrawn,

which was loudly negatived, without a division.

June 10. Mr. Whitbread moved for several Papers connected with the case

of Lord Melville.

June 11. The Speaker having slated that he had received a Letter frera

Loid Me|ville, announcing his rcaihncss, to attend ai)<J .be examined relative to.
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%Ve Tenth Report, the Serjeant at Mace was dispatched to inform him that he

might come in ; and on entering, a Cliair was placed for him within the Bar.

Lord Melville began by observing, that since the first agitation of the subject,

he had made every effort ts obtain a hearing, but without effect : that wlieH

vailed before the Commissioners of Inquiry, he was wholly unacquainted with

the nature of the accounts they possessed between Messrs. Trotter and Courts;

that when he applied for an opportunity of making fuller explanations he wa»

•nswercd, that their Report was before Parliament, and they did not think it

necessary to alter what tliey had done. When the discussion came on, whether

previous inquiry should be instituted before Resolutions were adopted against

him, he hoped that a Committee would bp appointed, and that he might be heard

before them; bnt in this he was disappointed from a difficulty which arose

in the other House ; and that at length being permitted to explain himself in his

present situation, he came under such restrictions as would not allow liim to -

enter upon his defence. He, however, begged to make some preliminary re

marks ; and he began by .solemnly protesting that the Resolutions of the House

which stated that he had connived at the violation of the Art of the 25th of the

King, were erroneous. He never had any knowledge of Air. Trotter's investing

»ny Navy Money in the Stocks, of his discounting Bills with it, of his turning it

to purposes of private advantage, and that if an y suc h practice had existence,

it was altogether without his privity or consent. He would therefore confidently

•ssert, that the evidence of the only two Persons, Air. Trotter and Air. Wilson,

who could be supposed. In be privy to the whole, does not contain one tittle

which could lay any foundation for this charge. With respect to the origin of

his connexion with Mr. Trotter he spoke as follows :—M When 1 first came into

the Navy Office, I found Mr. Trotter, who was introduced and recommended to

me by Sir G. Elliott and Mr. Coutts, with the latter of whom he had connexion*

in the way of business. I soon distinguished him for his uncommon activity and

diligence. He was indefatigable in detecting and disclosing to me a variety of

frauds before committed in withholding the pay of Seamen, and different emo

luments to which they are entitled. I encouraged and supported him in the

prosecution of the Parties guilty of these maJ-practices. I was desirous of going

farther, and, instead of confining the protection of Government to the Sailors

themselves, of extending it also to their Wives, Children, and Families. In my

endeavours to effect this, Air. Trotter made himself so useful, in laying before

me the best arranged plans for producing the effect, that I thought him worthy

of being trusted ; and for his unwearied exertions, on the death of Mr. Douglas

I promoted him to his late situation in the Office ; and 1 am even now ready te

say of him, that, for a great length of years, no public Office could have been

better conducted ; tliat during the whole of that time there was not a single

instance of any stoppage or delay of payment to the Seamen, and that all the

balances were fairly accounted for, Rnd transferred, without the loss of a single

shilling to the Public He received, it is true, an additional Salary ; but that I

thought him fully entitled to, for his additional exertions." He then asserted,

that on no occasion whatever lrad he authorized Mr. Trotter to draw money trura

the Bank for his own private emolument, and that there is not the smallest

evidence to support the charge; that he only allowed Air. Trotter to lodge money

at private Bankers for making payments with facility. He added, that notwith

standing the restrictions he was under, he must say, that the assertions contained

in the Report are false, and in contradiction to the evidence which was given.

The Act of the 25th of the King, of which he allowed he had some knowledge,

never intended to make a regular digest of Regulations for the Office of Treasurer

of the Navy. Its true object was to restrain Treasurers or Paymasters from

retiring from Office, as had frequently been done before, with large balance!

unaccounted for. During the whole of his own Administration, that Law was

rigidly complied with ; and in retiring from Office, he has not been accused <»f

retaining any balance whatever. He observed, that the House should consider

that, beyond the necessary coniroul of the Treasurer, his Office is quite distinct

from that of the Paymaster, and tliat of the Paymaster General not very much

connected with those of other Persons employe! in that department. A grea.t

•leal of money must pass through the hands of inferior Officers iu dillureut j»»rt»
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of the Country where the demands are made. In the Month of January last*

the Pay Office was kept open for a long time, to make good small demandrj

and there were 6, 80:2 payments made in different Sums, from St. or 4/. so low as*

4s. 6d., and many of tlieni even to a smaller amount, to supply such Sums as

different Sailors were entitled lo. It must, therefore, he obvious, that to answer

such numerous demands, it is necessary to have always a v^ry lar^e Sum, either in

the Iron Chest of the Oilice, or at some convenient Banker's, us it would be endless

to pay them al' by drafts on the Bank of England, specify ing the names of the

Persons in whose favour they were drawn. He therefore thought it but .air and

reasonable that the Paymaster should derive some advantage from the money

placed in the hands of the private Banker, on the mere principle of mut ual ac

commodation the practice wp.s not peculiar to his Administration; but had

been continued two years after he resigned ; and he would contend that it was

preferable to leaving the money m the Bank in the hands of sub-accountants*

He entered into a detail of the nature of Trotter's employment as Paymaster;

and asserted, that from the nature of the transactions between them, it was

impossible for him (Lord Melville) to give any precise explanation. He hud

availed him^'Jf of the 5th clause, not with any view of screening himself, but

for the purpose of withholding disclosures, which, as the facts were connected

with the puhhc Service, it would have been extremely improper for him to have

divulged. He next adverted to a charge against him, of havirg ordered the

public money to he laid out for his advantage and behoof, which, to the best of

Lis recollection, he denied. This, he remarked, was a singular expression, but

it was one which was generally used by him, when talking of past transactions.

A good deal of acrimonious wil had been expended on this expression, but his

literal translation, of the phrase was, that he had never given any orders to any

such effect. He next made an elaborate statement on the situation in which he

stood with Mr. Trotter ; in the course of which, he said, it was impossible for

that Gentleman to make up, with any decree of correctness, his accounts.

Personally he had no means of aiding him in that way, and therefore he stood

completely at Mr. Trotter's mercy. He enlarged on the supposed connexion

between him.self and the late Mr Tweedy, which he denied; and declared,

that instead of being intimate with hau, as Trotter had asserted, he knew him

only as a Messenger, and never had occasion to speak to him above twice in his

life! He next entered into various details of several pecuniary transactions

relative to the 40,000/. applied to Boyd and Beufieid, and vindicated his conduct

in that transaction. He insisted that Trotter could never have meant to say that

he advanced 20,000/. for him on any one day : and lie admitted that he gave his

consent to the application of the 40,000/., inconcurrencc with the opinion of the

superior Servants of Government : for this he was willing to take his share of

responsibility ; and he appealed to the liberality of the Hous« for a fair interpre

tation of his conduct. His Lordship then retired.

Mr. II hi thread began by expressing his satisfaction that Lord Melville had at

length defended himself, and lamented that the forms of the House would not

permit him to hear his (Mr. Whithread's) reply. He deprecated the observations

of Lord Melville on what he stated to be the prejudgment of his case; and that,

as he had stated his innocence, he ought to have informed the House by what

means they could ascertain it. The public rumd could not be otherwise than

inflamed against him, because he had conducted himself in such a way as to

excite general indignation ; and by his reflections on the partiality of any Jury

that might try him, he reflected on the whole Country. He should have thought

himself wanting in his duty if he had not brought forward the present Morion.

He had proposed that the Committee should take into consideration the 14 Re

solutions respecting the conduct of Lord Melville; but this the House had refused,

and had constituted the Committee under several restrictions, which were soon

after discovered to be directly contrary to the due course of Justice. This, it was

conceived, would operate as a complete bar to Impeachment, as a civil and

criminal Prosecution could not go on at the same time. But were there no in-

stances of two Processes of that kind going forward together ? In a case of com

mon assault, might not a Man be indicted for that offence, in order to be made,

a public example, and at the same time be prosecuted by a Civil Action for the.
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Recovery of damages. In the present case it was impossible the Country could

consider the restitution of the money >• be any thing like compensation, or

atonement for the offence. Even were there a bar to Impeachment in existence,

it ought to be removed. He descanted in this strain for a length of time, and

made many severe remarks on the conduct of the Chancellor of the Exchequer,

whom he accused of screening his Lordship from the censure of the Address

which might have been voted to His Majesty, to strike him from the List of

Privv Council, by stating that he had it in Command from the King to inform

the House, that His Majesty had resolved to strike out Lord Melville's name on

the next Meeting of the Council. On that occasion Mr. Pitt had been compelled

to give such an intimation as lie was afraid of being out-voted by a great majority.

From the Report of the Select Committee, much new matter had come out :

indeed in his mind it was of so serious a nature, that the House would feel im

possible to resist the Motion for an Impeachment, with which he meant to con

clude; " For," says he, " without receiving satisfactory evidence to the con

trary, I hesitate not to charge it upon Viscount Melville, that the Sum of lO.OOOf,

wai converted to his private use, and also the 20,0001. the disposition of which

was never explained. It is in vain for hifu to repeat assertions, that he acted from

the purest motives ; or to indulge the delusive idea, that his memory will descend

to posterity without a blot, unless he comes forward to trial, and after a full

investigation, purges himself from every suspicion wluch now attaches itself to

these transactions." He then recapitulated the charges contained in the Report

and its Appendix, and contended that Lord Melville ought to have prayed the

House to hear him in his defence on the first publication of the Tenth Report.

At length he concluded by moving, " that it was the opinion of the House,

that Lord Melville has been guilty of several high crimes and misdemeanors,

and ought to be Impeached for the same.*

Mr. Bond thought that an Amendment to the Motion would be proper, as the

House seemed embarrassed at the present method of proceeding. He thought

the censure of the House, &c. already passed, was a grievous punishment ;

but still that there was ground sufficient for a different proceeding. He took a

view of the charges imputed to Lord Melville, and declared he had no doubt

of his criminality ; but he suggested as an Amendment, " that the Attorney

General be directed to commence a Criminal Prosecution against Lord Melville,

founded on the offences laid down in the Report, and that he be directed to stay

the proceedings in the Civil Suit already instituted."

The Master of the Bolls spoke in favour of a Criminal Prosecution rather than

the mode proposed ; but contended thut his Lordship had already been sufficiently '

punished : and the only new point brought to light by the Select Committee «■«,

that his Lordship had signed a release which had been sent to him by Mr. Trotter,

containing a Clause for the destruction of Vouchers, while it did not appear that

he was aware of this Clause. His crime was therefore nominal. As to ins

having participated :u the gains of Trotter, this was merely suspicion, and he did

not see how any Jury could be justified in drawing such a conclusion. In short,

after what he had suffered, were he to go to a new trial, it would be an event

unexampled in the pages of history.

Mr. II. Broune agreed with the last Speaker, as he thought that no new

matter had been disclosed by the Select Committee ; hut if any further means

were to be adopted, he thought that Impeachment would be more becoming the

dignity of the House.

Messrs. Alexander and Cartwrlght spoke strongly in favour of Lord Melville,

and against the Motion.

Earl Temple, Lord H. Petty, the Hon. J. S. Cochi, and Mr. Pytches, made

many severe animadversions on his conduct, and contended for the Impeach-

suent.—At three o'clock the debate was adjourned.

Juxe 12. The Sail Cloth Bill was read a third time and passed.

LORD MELVILLE.

The Order of the Day being resumed on the Motion for the Impeachment of

-Lord Melville,

mx>. ethton. aoi.xiv. m
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Mr. Lajcater entered upon a defence of Mr. Wilson, (the Gentleman who"

acted under Mr. Trotter, and whom Mr. Canning refused to dismiss,) and con

tended that it was both candid and honourable to maintain him in his situation.

With respect to Lord Melville, he had no scruple in saying, that if this was a

Motion against him lor the first time, on all the farts he should not give it •

negative, because it would be founded on charges to which no satisfactory

answer had been given. Alluding to the Resolutions of the 8th April, he de

clared be could find nothing in the Tenth Report that justified them in stating

that his Lordship bad drawn money from the Bank for the purposes of private

emolument ; and therefore the proceedings had been premature. He even

differed from Mr. Bond, with respect to the Criminal Piosecution; for a Civil

Action 1 aving been commenced, he. thought it unjust to iitteinpt greater severity.

He, howcvur, admitted that the account of Lord Melville, of The 10,000/. aiiil

the half of the i'li.OOOl. was unsatisfactory, but it appeared that they bad been

repaid without Interest, and there w as nu proof that the public hail lust a Shilling

by any transaction in which he had b^cn concerned. As to the release, although

there were some suspirious circumstances attending it, he conlessed he .should

have executed it, without considering the Clause in it as extraordinary. He. con

sidered what had happened us suliicient to deter any Person from a similar

Offence ; and the Man who was not affected by the disgrace which had fallen on

his Lordship, would not be deterred by any thing.

Mr. Wilbcrforce dissented from the opinion of Mr. Leyccster, and was con

vinced it was necessary to adopt sonie further measure. Those principles the

Noble Lord laid down to justify his conduct, appeared to him infinitely more

injurious than the particular Acts that called upon him lor his defence; and so

far from any thing that fell from him tending to justify his conduct, or to prove

that the House bad been wrong in any of the steps adopted with respect to him,

it bad a direct contrary effect on his mind ; insomuch, that he conceived it un

necessary to argue that the Act of Parliament was violated, particularly as Lord

Melville received 2000/. a year for the express purpose that no private use

should be made of the public money. T!t ,'re was an inconsistency between his

Speech and his former statement; and the only part which appeared to him

satisfactory, was his reason for keeping the Treasurership of the Navy, viz. that

lie had the Ministry of the Affairs of India, in which be (Mr. W ilberforce)

thought bis conduct highly meritorious. He had heard a Person who was

Governor-General of India say, that during the whole time he was in power.

Lord Melville never desired him to lake a single step that was in the slightest

degree painful to his feelings. In his lordship's defence Mr. Wilberforce con

fessed he was most struck with his remark about the 10,000/., and respecting

which he stated be would give no account to the House, or to any other Person.

Such a declaration as this would be astonishing, coming from any Man ; but

from a Man of lord Melville's knowledge of this Country, its Laws, its Criminal

Vroccedings—one in the habit of making defences for other people—that such a

Man *hould set up such a defence for himsell, was so astonishing and extraordi

nary, that nothing but guilt itself could have suggested it!—What is it, says he,

but to lay down a principle, which, it the House was to adopt, would put an end

to the British Constitution ?—What is il but to say, I will be greater than tht

Law (great agitutiim. ) I will be above the Constitution?—In short, it is a libel

tin the Constitution to suppose such a thing will be suffered it would open a

door to prodigality and corruption : and if it had occurred in the time of

Charles II, that profligate Monarch would only have had to say to his Minister,

that he bad spent 40,000/.—wanted more—and did not choose to give any ac

count of it. He admitted that his Lordship had sustained a severe punishment;

tmt be could not conceive that, by presenting the Resolutions to the Throue, the

House was prevented from pursuing further steps. " The main question to ask,

(said Mr. Wilbvrforcc) is, Whether, on the whole, this Motion having been

brought forward, the punishment Lord Melville has received is sufficient ; and

whether we can, without violating our duty, vote against the Motion ? We have

traced a large sum of money into the hands of Lord Melville, and he ought to

explain what he has done with it- If he docs not explain, the House ought to

call on the justice of the Nation to punish him."'
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. Lord Castiereagh ardently entn ated the House to adopt the Civil Process. He

reminded them that Mr. Fox had distinctly stated, that he would be satisfied if

Lord Melville were dismissed from His Majesty's Councils for ever. With what

kind of consistency, therefore, could those Gentlemen who acceded to the Civil

Process, now abandon that course, and institute a Criminal Proceeding? When

the Civil Process was recommended, the amount of the sum supposed to have

been disappropriated was 60,0001. ; now, however, that sum was reduced to

20,0001. He traced the conduct of Lord Melville with regard to Mr. Trotter, and

inferred, that if he had intended to accumulate a fortune, he would have esta-

blished a bank of his own, and not have admitted Trotter to make a loan for him

of 20,0001. Although he acknowledged that Lord Melville was unfortunate, yet

be did not see any thing at present at all new, to justify the House in its depar

ture from the Resolution at first adopted. The object indeed seemed to be to

punish him piece-meal, a method foreign to the Constitution, and repugnant to

the feelings of the People.

Mr. Grey contended, that as the Civil Suit had been forced upon the House at

the very time when the Criminal method of proceeding was proposed, it could not

be alledged to have been sought for by those who supported the former Motion

against his Lordship; but the present method was perfectly regular:—it was clear

that a breach of the Act of Parliament had been proved, and that his Lordship

had corrupt purposes in view. He wished the House to advert to the nature of

the balances remaining in the hands of Trotter. The Act was passed in 1785,

and was to take effect in the month of July, same year; Lord Melville, however,

thought it expedient to suspend its operation till July 1786, and in the mean time

contrived to accumulate the balances from about 104,0001., when at the corres

ponding period in the preceding year there was only a balance of about 600J.

remaining in the hands of Lord Bayning. On these balances there was proof of

actual profit having been made aud paid to Lord Melville. Here Mr. Grey

entered into a detail of the various payments made upon the accounts he had

alluded to, which he staled as amounting in all to about 72221. After a review

of various oilier points connected with the conduct of Lord Melville, he con

cluded with observing, that on the whole, there was such a mass of evidence

contained in the two Reports, that be could not doubt that such a complete case

of participation had been made out against Lord Melv ille as would justify their

instituting a Criminal Impeachment.

Mr. R. S. Dixiums'thonght it but justice to the House to remind them how much

the conduct of his noble relative had been misrepresented. At th^general meet

ings the most absurd falsehoods were propagated ; and at one of them it had been

asserted by a person high in rank, that the peculations of Lord Melville and Mr,

Trotter were the original cause of the various loans and numerous taxes imposed

upon the people. He proceeded to argue that Lord Melville would have atforded

every satisfaction to the Commissioners, had he been permitted to have docu

ments.

Mr. Canning made an animated speech against the Motion, in which he de

clared that Lord Melville had rec eived much less justice in his examinations than

a Criminal would have received at the Old Bailey.

Messrs. Bathurst and I'Wvfiart spoke in lav our of the amendment ; and on a

division, there appeared for the Amendment 238, against it 229.—Majority for

the Criminal Prosecution, and again; ll:e In.peachment, 9.—Adjourned.

24. Mr. Leyccttcr, in consequence of the Motion of Mr. Bond which stood

for to-morrow, relative to the exclusion of the transaction respecting Mr.

Jellicoe from the proceedings i-gainst Lord Melville, ordered by the House to

be carried on by the Attorney-General, gave notice, that he should to-morrow

move, that an Impeachment against his Lordship be instituted instead of the

Criminal Prosecution formerly ordered.

25. Mr. Leicester, after some observations from Mr. Bond, observed,

'* That the object of his Motion of which he gave notice yesterday, was, that tho

House should proceed by Impeachment against Henry Ixjrd Viscount Melville,

for the social offences charged in the Tenth Report, and that the Attorney*
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General should be directed to stay the Proceedings directed by the Honse o»

the 13th of June."

Mr. Bond concluded his Reply, by observing, " That the House were to deter

mine, whether they would alter a decision made in one of the fullest meetings

ever known, and that too upon a notice only given twenty-four hours before the

Motion."

Mr. For made a most able speech on this occasion, which we are unable to

insert. He remarked, that there were now about a hundred and one members

fewer than on the former division. It appeared as if the Honourable Gentlemen on

the other side were fighting the cause of Lord Melville inch by inch ; and he was

at a loss to determine whether such a conduct proceeded from favour toward Lord

Melville, or a Party triumph of a political kind ; in order, at all events, to screen

his Lordship from that degree of punishment which the House seemed disposed to

inflict. He should only say, that the decision given on a former occasion was

one of the most solemn he had ever witnessed. Mr. Fox concluded, by moving

" That the other orders of the day be now read," that the matter might either

be entirely dropped, or that they might have time to come to a deliberate deci

sion by a call of the House being made.

After other Members had delivered their opinions, the House divided cn Mr.

Pox's Motion, Ayes 143, Noes 166.—Majority '2.3. .

Mr. For, in the interval, when strangers were excluded, moved for a Call ofthe

House, but the Motion was negatived.

The Motion for an Impeachment was next put and negatived.

27. Lord Olenbervie brought up the Report of the Secret Committee

appointed to consider of the Secret Matters contained in the Eleventh Report.

The Report stated, that the Committee had taken into consideration the sum of

100.0001. advanced for Naval Services. The Committee, after taking into consi

deration the subject referred to them, and after Ivtvine perused Papers, Letters,

and Documents, had resolved, that the Sumol 100.0001. was advanced with pro

priety out oj the money granted lor Naval Purposes; and that the application of

95,0001. of the said sum was for the credit and glory of the Country, and issued

with the sanction of the Lords of the Treasury, pti just and proper grounds. The

Committee also resolved, that the disclosure of the purposes for whirh the said

Money was applied, then or now would be attended with great public inconve

nience, and it would be a matter of regret if such should be disclosed; and

the Committee, therefore, abstained from disclosing the particular circumstances

attending the application of the said Sum.

j^atoal Courts (partial.

roRTSMorTi!, 25th aptiit,, 1805,

A COURT Martial assembled on board His Majesty's S*iip Gladiator, in

Portsmouth Harbour, on the 25th of April, 1805, and continued by ad

journment.

Members of the Court :

George Montagu, Esq. Admiral of Ihe Blue, and Commander in Chief *f His

Majesty's Ships and Vessels at Portsmouth and Spithead, President.

Vice-Ad. Sir E. Gower, Kt. Rear-Ad, Sir L Collin, lit.

Capt. G. Losark Capl. G. Dutf

C. J. M. Mansfield — W. Shield

—— J. Irwin —— G. E. Ilamond

C. A'lam ■ J. A. Ommanney

E. D. King D. Woodriff

M. Greethatn, Esq. Judge Advocate of the Fleet.

Pursuant to an Order from the Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners of

the Admiralty, dated the 23d day of April ult., and directed to the President,

setting forth that he had transmitted to their lordships a Letter, which he had

received from Captain J. A. Wood, dated the 19th ultimo, representing bis
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having been oppressively removed from the Command of His Majesty's Ship

Acasta, by Vice-Admiral Sir J. T. Duckworth, K. B., then Commander in Chief

of His Majesty's Ships and Vessels at Jamaica; and that the said Vicc-Admiral

bad, in the most shamefnl and scandalous maimer, loaded, received on board,

and suffered to be received on board His Majesty's Ship Acasta, an humerus

quantity of goods and merchandise, other than for the use of the Ship, in

defiance, and contrary to the true intent and meaning of the 18th Article of War;

and requesting, as such proceedings were contrary and highly injurious to His

Majesty's Service, oppressive to individuals, and unworthy the character of an

Officer, that the said Vice-Admiral may be tried by a Court Martial for the

Offences therein set forth, and that their Lordships thought fit tliat Capt. Wood's

request should be complied with ; the Court proceeded to try the said Sir J. T,

Duckworth, K. B., Vice-Admiral of the Blue, for the Otfcnccs with which he ia

charged by Capt. Wood, in his Letter above mentioned. And having heard

the evidence produced in support of the charges, and by the said Vice Admiral

in his defence, and what he had to allcdge in support thereof, and having

maturely and deliberately weighed and considered the whole, the Court is of

opinion, that the charges have not been proved against the said Vice-Admiral Sir

J. T. Duckworth, K. B. ; but lhat they are gross, scandalous, uralicious, shame

ful, and highly subversive of the discipline and good government of His Majesty's

Service, and doth adjudge him to be most fully and honourably acquitted of all

and every part thereof; and the said Vice-Admiral Sir J. T. Duckworth, K. B,

is hereby most fully and honourably acquitted of all and every part thereof as

aforesaid accordingly.

The President, in returning the Sword to Admiral Duckworth, addressed him

in the following manner :—

•* Sin—I take great pleasure in returning you this Sword, which you have so

often and so honourably drawn in the defence of your Country : and I am

desired by the Court to say, that it is their vxanimous wish that our gracious

Sovereign may be pleased soon again to call you forth to draw it ouce more ia

the defence of your King and Country.''

Sir J. T. Duckworth and a large party of Friends dined afterwards with Com

missioner Sir C. Saxton.

Jcne .I.—-This day a Court Martial was held on board the Gladiator, by

adjournment from Saturday, on Lieutenant Whelley, of the Brilliant, for

having, during the time he had charge of the Spanish Ship Aurora, been guilty

of grejt neglect of Duty, disobedience of Orders, and frequent Drunkenness;

and also lor having disposed of the six-oared Culler, in exchange for a Boat*

with a Person on Shore. The Court was cleared, and agreed, that the charges

of neglect of Duty, disobedience of Orders, and having disposed of the sjx-

oared Cutter belonging to the Brilliant, had not been proved; and did adjudge

him to be acquitted thereof: but lhat the charge of almost constant Drunkenness

had been in part proved ; and did adjudge him to be dismissed from his Office

of a Lieutenant of the Brilliant, and to be put at the bottom of the List ul

Lieutenants of the Boyat >iavy.—Capt. I. O. Hardy, President.

IPromotiona anU appointments.

Captain Vincent, who had the Command of the Arrow Sloop, which was cap

tured in the Mediterranean, afler a long resistance, by two French Frigates, has

returned from his imprisonment by the Spaniards, and is promoted to the rank of

Post Captain. *"

Mr. Hdlier, Purser of the Tcmeraire, is appointed to the Ville de Paris, vice Mr.

Sedgwick, superannuated ; Mr. Ballinghall, of the Impregnable, to the Temeraire {

Mr. Goddard, of the Nainur, to the Impregnable.

Captain Bhgh is appointed Governor of Ceylon, and kissed hands at the Levee,

June y7.

Sir Home Popham will resume his public services on board His Majesty's Ship

Diadem.

Schiedam (Holland), July 7. We hear that Vire-Admiral de Winter has been

appointed Commander in Chief of the Texel Expedition, with permission to hoist

his Flag on board whatever Ship he may choose.

Captain Elliot is appointed to the Command ofthe Aurora Frigate, atPortsmoufh.

Captain Sir Richard Straclmn is appointed to the Cresar; Captain Curtis (Son

•1 Admiral Sir Roger Curtis), to the Rose, a new Sloop ; Captain Jones, to th*

■
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Dauntless ; Captain Kerr, to the Combatant ; Captain Epworth, to be Regnlirting

Officer at I'oole, »iee Mabeotf; Captain Davey, to -.lie Alkuiaar Store-ship;

Captain Brodie, to the Diligence.

The Hon. Admiral Cornwallis hoisted his Flag the first of July on boanLthe

Ville de Pans, at Plymouth. Vice-Admiral Nugent, Captain 01' the Channel

Fleet, is also arrived there. Ixird Gardner resumes his Command at Cork.

Captain Whitby, of ia Desir£e, lias taken tin- Command of the Centaur, on

the Jamaica Station ; Captain Maxwell, the Galatea; and Captain llealhcote ui

arrived in the Command of la Dcsirec. Captain Fellows is appointed to the

Apollo, a new Frigate at Portsmouth. Lieutenant Harris is also appointed to her.

Admiral Wolsely is appointed to command the Sea Feucibles in Ireland, in the

room of Admiral Whitshed.

Lieutenant Louis (Son of Admiral Louis') is promoted to be a Commander, and

appointed to the Bittern, lice Corbet promoted, and appointed to the Se.a Horse,

rice Hon. C. Boyle, appointed to the Amphitritc. Lieutenant Knight (Son of

Admiral Knight) is promoted and appointed to the Childers, vice Sir W. Bolton,

promoted, and appointed to the Guerrier. Captain Bettesworth, of the Cmieux,

who brought home the Dispatches Zroin Lord Nelson, is promoted to be a Post

Captain. Captain Cochet is appointed Principal Agent for Transports in the

Mediterranean.

T. C. Colrii'gc, Esq., a gentleman well known in the literary world, is appointed

Secretary to his Excellency Sir Alexander Ball, at Malta.

Rear-Admiral Sir Richard Bickcrton has taken the Command in the Mediterra

nean, with rive Sail of the Line.

Lord Amelius Beauclerc is appointed to the Saturn ; and Captain Pater

to the Bellona. Captain G. Middlelon is appointed Commissioner of the Navy,

at Gibraltar, in the room of Commissioner Otivay, who is removed to Malta.

Captain J. W. Loring is appointed to the Thames. Captain C Foote, to the

Saisetti Frigate, in the East Indies. Mr. Johnson, Secretary to Itear-Admira! Sir

Isaac Cotton, is appointed Purser of the Valiant, of 7-1 guns, at Dcptlbrd. Mr.

Salter, of the Secretary (Admiral Montagu)'s office, is appointed Purser of the

Pearl.

Captain Digby is appointed to the Africa ; Captain Gage, to the Thetis; Capt.

Wintiiorp, to the Sybille Frigate; Captain Tidy, to the Diligence ; Lieutenant

Lake, of the Locust Gun-vessel, is promoted to be a Commander, a,id appointed

to the Childers Sloop. Mr. Collier is appointed Purser of the Victorious of 74

guns. Captain Bennet has resumed the Command of the Tribune Frigate.

BIRTH.

Lately, at Deal, the Lady of Captain R. W.Otway, of the Navy, ofa Daughter.

MARRIAGES.

Some time since, Francis Mason, Esq. Captain of the Rattler Sloop, to the Hon.

Miss Hood, Daughter of Colonel Hood of Calhcrington, and Grand-daughter of

Lord Viscount Hood.

June Srtth, by Special License, Capt. R. D. Oliver, of the Melpomene Frigate, ti»

Miss Saxton, Daughter ol'Sir Charles S.ixton, Bart. Commissioner of His Majesty*!

Navy.

July 5th, Capt. Vincent (who, in His Majesty's Sloop Arrow, so gallantly de

fended the valuable Malta Convoy against two French Frigates) tu Miss Normal),

of the County of Lincoln.

OBITUARY.

At Hull, aged JO, Lieutenant John Shuw, of the Royal Navy.

At North Yarmouth, Capt. Mitchell, Commander of the Inspector Sloop.

June %8i!i, at Mnize-hill, Greenwich, in the 80th year of his age, R. Brath-

waite, K*q. Admiral of the White. This gentleman ente red the Naval Service in.

the year 1743, under the patron: >y of Sir C. Ogle, his relation, who was then

Commander in Chief on the Jamaica Sti.tion. Mr. Bralhwaite was appointed a

Lieutenant the 9th of May 1755, at the special recommendation of Sir EdwBTd

Hawke; and on the 49th of November, 1756, was made a Commander; and on

the 6th of April, 1761, was promoted to the rank of Post Captain into the Shan

non Frigate. On the 21st ol September, 1790, Captain Brathwuite was promoted

to the rank of Rear-Admiral of the White Squaturon ; on the 1st of February,

1793, to be Vice of the Blue ; and in 1795, to the tank of Admiral of the Blue.

At Hondarns, Lieutenant Y. Green, of the NV.J, late of Toole.
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SHIPS LOST, DESTROYED, CAPTURED, AXD RECAPTURED, Sec

MtOM JANUARY 4, TO FEBRUARY 8, 1805.

»T*HE Ccnfation, Chapman, from Dantzig to London, w*'.
■*- taken fcy a Privateer i6th Nov. off Plambru' Head ;
(which it \% rtrpxn-ted had taken ieven o:her Vcfleli belong
ing to the tame Fleet, which saiied fium Klfinore 17th
November, wnrter Convoy of the Cbailes armed Ship.)
Crew carried into Dunkirk,
The SpcciJ.tion, 1 r.t: ,-. , from Uddawalla to Liver

pool, fmindcreaY off the South Foreland ai& Dtt- nocr.
Crew favrd.

Pari&, 19th Dec.—'* The General Peritncn Privateer, of
St. M. , has taken and ftnt in:o Port the Aurora,
with co-la, and the Courier, with fail-cloth and pro-
nfions."
The Infanta, Spnnifh packet, of ifiguna and 12* Men,

from the Havana, it detained by the Diamond Frigate,
wad arrived at Plymouth.
The Daniln Brig Henrietta, Mutter, from Wonteviedo ;

and the Spar.ifh Ship el N . 8. <1« Dolor, GoiU, from Vera
Cnn, are drtaincd and lent into Plymouth , the fonner by
tne Endymion, and the latter by ti e Naiad Frigate.
The Colutnb'.ift, Beset, from Newfoundland, hat been

fci/td it Valentia, and both Ship and Cargo ordered to be
lad.
The Fanny, Evans, from Carnarvon to London, v..

drwve on fhore 19th December, near St. fvaa.
The HafodLif*, Humphnyi, frcm Carnarvon CO London,

•i torallykjft ne.r Kiolale.
The Nabby, Crandell, frcm Liverpool to Bofjon, U Ciid

ID be loft near Baetry Bay.
The Heory, Wheatly, from Liverpool to London, ftruck

•e a Bock at Stilly, anl U full nf water.
The Jndefati cable, Lobben, f.om Norway to BradetVd,

ti 00 uVwe on Biddefbrd Bar, bjt rEpccted to be not off.
The Benjamis and Elizabeth, bibb, from j Annua to

London, taken by a French Privateer) waa carried kto
St. Martin'* 17th Oct.
The Samuel smith, Stile*, fro.it Sauvia, is loft near the

Capes of VirE:rua.
The Maria, Spanish Ship, from ti e Havana, it detain?C

by the Iiluarkoui and Ajax Men at War, and arrived at
Plymouth.

The Buactaearte Privateer, of 20 gun«, it Taken by tM
Cyane Sloop uf War, and carried into AnUgua.
The Thunderer Man of War, that waa on fhore in Baa-

try Bay, it got off.
The Frying Fifh, armed Schouoer, ha* hcea run down

M Sea by l1 .1 ,, ■ Frigate, which (avt- rr.c Cr w.
The Frcdenca, Dnrsthea, Pettis, from flourdeana to

London, iuuudered at Sea. Crew laved and armed at
Plymouth in 1'Aigie Friiate. ,
TM Mercury, Speck, from Martinique to New Y>.rk,

is carried into Antigua and condemned.
The Btlt Prm*e,fromFcrrfir*t;th ( A.) to Bcrbice, ha;

been taken, retaken, and carried into J amaica.
_ The Cybele, Smetham, that waa driven on fhore at Car

diff, it got off with damage, and gone to Chcpdow to re
pair.
The Catherine, Haywt*-:, from New oricaas to Liver

pool, is kft in u e Gulf of Mexico.
The Providence, Burnet, from the Havana to Spain, funk

aoth Oct. off Bermuda. Crew laved.
The Andromache, from New York to Jamaica, hau

been taken, retaken, and tarried i.-to Jamaica.
Tbc Pclly, li.j.nJ, from Rhode b and t" Jamaica, wni

taken ijth July, and carried l<.to Pt«\<> m>ca.
The Nepturc, GreenweK, from Jamaica t

U kid en the Camay oe. Crew fa.ed.
The Adventure, Mar.kcB, from Wi'mlnjton to Jamaica,

•ailoft near the Bahamas, ;lh Settember.
The Juno, Banker, :r ... Jamaica lu Baltimore, wet loft

tth September.
The John, Owen, from Liverpool to KinCiIr, it ftranded
m Cardigan Bar.
Tne .'.hi, Maria, ■ , fium St. ThomaVt ro Hon

duras, ha* been lakes hy a Pri'ii«r, retaken by n>e
Fu-chife /.teate, at.d arrived at Jamaica iotb No*.

The Crew and Pr. toners
Tbf Hirdy, (a Carrel), B

deaua. Is loll near the Havi
faved.

TJ:e Mercatcr, Hutchinfbn, f
was abandoned at Sea aift JH
The Mary Ana, Salter, I

wrecked near Saioombe.
The Lucy, Leimon, fur London, ii condemned at St.

Kitt't, after beinv on Snare.
The William Pitt, late AhercrombSe, is Loft St St. K'rtt'^

after being on ^t.ore ai»d cot off, and it condemned-
The Gcorce, , from Liverpool to Geiway, U

totally kaft near the Tile of Man. Or.Iy ur>e pertun fa^ed.
The Sinu Germda, Spanifb Frigate, of 40 tuna, from

Lima, hating on board i,ico,eoo duUars, and Meicha-nd:2«,
it captured by tbc rolyphctnu* Man uf War and arrived at
Plymouth.

Advices from Cadi* nth Decrrmhrr, (late, that the
Amphitritr, spanifli Frigate, from Cadt* to Vera Cni7, ia
det-intd by the D>mr.egal Mao uf "•'ar, and fent iaCa
Gibraltar y.h Dec—Tiie Fuente Hermofa, from Lima,
with 780,000 pUftret, and a valuab'e Corgo, wai dcLair>cd
ztStti Nov. off Laroa by an EnglLfh Bng, and the Norm
Parr.e du Bell Air, from Yen Cruz, is alfu detained by a
Ship of the Line.
The Spar.'tfh *hip S». Andero, with 100,000 dcalars

sugar, lAcafC, and cochinealf^vas ukeo itfl Dec bp the
Lucy armed Lurrer, .^nd ti arrived at Plymouth.
The Weft Indian, Bichardtun, fVum Jamaica to Loo-

don -t and the William, Hoot, from Huod-raa, captured tap
a Privateer, are carried into the Havana.
The Iridutlry, Beitrim, from Labradorc to Jerfey, 4a

captured. The Captain arid Crew are arrived at Verdun.
The Padgey, , from Cardiff to London, had

been uken near the Land'i End; retaken by the Cuck>
a- rice Brig, and carried into Penzance.
The Atalante, Tullock, from Newfoundland (with her

Cargo) was felzed at Cadiz on the a*th No*.
Ti.e Louila, Hanny, from Liverpool, L* ioft on the Coat

of Africa. Crew Caved.
' The Fly, Green, from London to Bridport, la on (hort

near Wtymoutn, and full of water.
The Two Brottiers, Ltlja, from Lithon ta London, ia

Oranded on Faire eft Boex, ^off Margate, ran of the
fruit I ,nded.
The San Miguel, alias El Felii, from Hondiwaa t»

Cadiz, with 100,006 doilart, feveral boxea <A Quid and
ftivar, and a valuable Cargo, waa detained 7U1 Decernbcr,
by the Lively Frivatc* and ii arrived at Cork.
The Brig ApoQj, laden with hiaes, tallow, end Hiree

chelli of dolUrt, from River Plate, detained by the Ftfgard
Frigate, was fpoke with in lat. )!• 30. long. 16. ao. ant
beiaf; leaky,'a^<t having only feven people on board, iotmd-
ed making tome Port to tne N. W. of Ireland, but bee
fince foundered. People faved.
The following Spaniln VctTeli are detained by His

Majetry's Sb p Poiyphemui. On 18th Nov. tt<e Ship Santa
Chrifto, from Monteveldo to Cadir, with bide* and cop
per. On the 4th Dec. the Snow St.'lotcf, from La Gtaat/m
to Cadir^ with cocoa, indigo, cochineal and C£tUm. On
the sih the Edward frcm Veta Crua to Cadi*, wiva
cocoa, indigo, tocr-meal, and O^.SJy doilart. And rde
bh'p Bon Air, tro:n Vera Cruz to Cadiz, with eocoa,
indigo, cochineal, and aO,-oo doilart.
The Spa,-.:li S: ip; Pura Conception, from the Havana ;

ti e Mei-cwry, - ■ ■ ■ ■, from Bucnoa Ayr« ; and St.
Pedro, fr.m hivvUvUdo, are detained and tent lnCe
Plymouth.
The Nancy, Wilft», from PiCOU to Scotland, hat beea

found at Sea *it ott any uerion on bu-^rd, and totted intw
a P..rt near Wcifvrd. It it fcppof:d the Crew were
wafhed over boa* d.
The Diana, Ne«vlrv, from Liverpool t<a Africa, waa cap

tured by a French ITivacrtr osar Uie JU^er Cov-fcO. The
Cre* arrived a: Rio Ja:.t^o-

f
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TV Elizabeth, Butman, from Blyth to Tilb-jrr, fill been
taken, retaken, and arrived at Dover.
The Kaaber, Bremer, from Cadiz, to Amfterdam, is

detained by the Camilla Frigate* and Cent into Dartmouth.
The Tilman, Taggsrt, from CtnrUHron to Europe,

sailed on the 3d September latt, and has not fince been
heard of.
The Neptune, Hall, from London to Oporto, went on

more lid December near Aveiro. Crew laved, and moft
of the Cargo taken out ; but it is not expected that the

rift, be cot off.VefTel will
The Johanna, C;

It loft on Leflbe.
The Hambro* Packet, Barne , of Hull, from Bits, is loft

■ft Gothland.
The Thetii, Allifbn, fmm Riga to Leltu, is on fhore near

to St. Croix,

The M.nerva, Smith, (late Carrkk,) from Wilmington
to Liverpool, v.j ioft 13th Jao. near i* jLej part of
the Ciryo f.vert.
The Norwich Packet, Hcndcrfbn, i.f Sunderland, Is on

mors near Flambro' Heart.
The Mediator, Hall, coi! loadrd, ftnitk on an anchor in

•* ieids Harbour, »nd lunk Cargo dtfrlarpnr.
The Eftj.er, Farfter, from Lynn to Newcafrie, foun*

Ifi tth Jan. Crew laved.
The Earl of Liverpool, MuQmo, from Liverpool to

Africa, wa* taken by a French Frigate of 3* gum, and ia
fnce loft on the Coaft of Spain.
The expedition, Bclfrey, from Liverpool to Africa, wai

tat 13th Jan. off (be Itle of Man. in a gal of Wind.
The Royal Sovereign, C; ■.. ■■ ; Periercr-nce, Adim-

sbn ; Burton, Hcdlcy, of Snndcria:id ; and Learn rr, Gur-
•cy, of Yarmouth, were driven on Ihore near Shields 13th
January. The R -j'-il |n*creipi and another ha^e fince
■one to pieces. Crews faved.
Le Vimcrenx French Lui p- r Privates, of 10 pins and

to Men, was taken ink I- . by the Greyhound r'rigvte,
after a chafe af ilifn hours and it aiT»vrd at R'mfgatf.
The Spanilh i>\ ip S.*nta Tnrrafo, from Mi.ntrveido,

is detained by the AJjx Man of War, and Cent intu Ply-

Tha Spanilh Ship St. Anna CoofontiiJa, from Oronoka
to Barcelona, is captured by the End/in ion Frigate, and
fent into Plymouth.
The Laurel, p: il.ps, and the Urat.is, Meiling, arrived

mt Demerara fron. Afr ca. hadafcvcie engagement off
Surinam, in whivh Cant, rhii.ips and his chief Mate were
Killed, and the Ura 1a fo much datnaf-'d that it is feared
me will be condemned.
The Diligent, prefttni, from Liverpool, was loft in going

Into Bonny, jrt oduocr.
The Swift, Monro, of North ShieUK, ftruck on s Ihoal

near the Dudgeon Light. Crew laved, and landed at

, Gillies, from Chariefton to the Weft Indies,
if taken by the T>kr Pnv teer, and carried into Guada-
loupc.
The Briti h Bri| Jupiter,

to New York, was taken oft Cape Ainotiiu by a French

M<Ewcn, of Belfaft, is loA at Villa
Privateer,
The Lcchryan.

Franca, St. Mich
The Aftive, EJi», from Dublin O London, it taken by

la Sorciere Privateer, and carried into fcr.rt,
The Charlton, I/att, frt-m Pillau, is totally loft

Dracoe. Part of tf the Cargo laved
The Matilda, Jud,r, from Demerara to London, was

taken 13th December by five Fifhiuc Boats, ana earned
Intu Grarcliiies.

Ti-c Mary, Rockttt, from ExetCT, is on more neir
Brighten. The Cargo faved.
The St. Rofa, FcrnanJes, from the Havana to Bilboa,

wa, ioft near Wilmington, N. C. about the middle of
November.
The Spanilh Ship Aptla Coiodora, of joo tons burthen,

from Carttagena, (iovitii Anunca,) to Ferrot, laden with
OMton, logwood, and a quantity of dollar., was taken
r*?th inft. by the Malta, Man of War, and la arrived at
JMrnoutb.
The Spanilh Ship, Con, of 400 tons, from the Havana

to Cadiz, with cotton, sugar, etc., ii detained by the
Tribune Friea'e, and arrived at the Motherbaok.
The Keknter, spanilh Ship, from Camerax to Cadiz, r

detained by the Enflymion Frigate, and fcut into Ply
mouth.
The Graff, BerHtorf, from Ca-ur, Is detained by the

■Jiarnond Frigate, and fent to Ncwry.
The vieiE Privateer, armed with 3 fwivclt, 16 ruusketa,

and 18 Men on board, is take:i by the Swan Cutter, and
arrived at Yarmout), *, (he had been out 8 days, and cap
tured a Collier, wLkIj is raukan by the Swan.

The Schooner Lord Kelfon, Lieut. Rarity, struck at rmT
entrance of Dartmouth Harbour, 26th -January, and funk.
People faved.
The rhcehc. Carpenter, from Dublin to London, U take*

by a French Privateer, and carried into I"

Can!*

Brett.
The Brig Inrtuftry, of Whitby, I

is on more near Berwick.
The Uni<>n, Spicer,

com, was wrecked near Southwold, 19th jajvu.ry,
landed.
The Carl Ludwlr, Willemi, from P-dSow to Vrnier, ra

flranded near Venice. Part of the Cargo is expected to be
faved.
The Difpatch, Barrett, from Yarmouth to Alloa, It

totally Vift near Alnwick.
A large ttiree-maftert VefTel ftruck on Tome Rocks and is

funk near Howick, Northuinbenond. Crew fuppul'ed to be
loft.
The Venerable, Anfus, from Honduras to London, rn

Wl in the Northern Triangle., tft t>£L
The Supply, Lone;, from Little Hunpfon to WhiThy,

with timher, \t on fliore on the Mask Sand, on the Yorfc-
ftlire Coalt. Crew and Carau faved.
The Mary, ptnllips, froin Cork to London, it on fhore

off Falmoutit. P.irr of the Carj;o landed.
The Venus e.'vis from Wa:erfurd, with ni ,lt, U <m

fhore on the North Bull, Dublin. Cargo much damaged.
French pafcii ftate, that the Exprefs, from Bclfaft to

Briftol, is cairitd into Au ;itrr.e ; that the Bi'ut Aatora,
Di Man-ate, laden with c >a1t, 1 . t i.cn ; and that a Snip
of 400 tons, j-mcd ><ith R Kims, and Udtn with timber,
wai carried into Calais t Jth Dec.
The Fame Privateer, of Plymouth, m loft at Gurrrfey.
The Weymouth Frigate run foul of t*.c Ri^ral Gcnr^e

Indhman, at Portfmouth, in the afternoon of th*' iif. of
Jan. camel away her own buw&prit, and ciJ tt.e Indianic
fbme damage.
The American Brig Commerce, Taytor, frnm the

Havana to Rotterdam, is detained by the Lady Warrea
A. S. and arrived a: Penzance.
The Commerce, Ekfteln, from the South Seas tn Liver

pool, is kiit on the Coaft of Patagonia. Crew fa^ed.
The commerce, of Appledure, a TranfLort, from

PI, mouth to LimcnUc, was ioft 37th December, in Gal-
way Bay.
The Minerva, Ox ley, from Petersburg to Teneriffe,

detained at Hull (brae time fince, is relcafed and gone out
of dock.
The Jane, Perkins, from Quebec to Liverpool, i»

wrecked in 1 he Highlands of Scotland, and full of water.
The Two Brothers, Saint, of Sunderland, was loft xtth

Jan. near bcarborough.
The Liberty, of Shields, was driven out of Seartorouph

Pier ss.rh Ja:i. and k*> near the Sp^w. Crew faved.
The Privide:;ce Increafe, Hipply, of Sunderland, was

driven or Ihore joth Jan. off F'amborough Head.
The Hope, WJtfun, from New York to Savanna la Mar,

was taken i^d Nov. by a French Privateer.
The Fricudfchaft, Timms, from London to Tcwmnrea,

put into Cuxhwen, and has been fei^cd by the French.
The Diligence, Cuter, from Weymouth tn London, was

taken ifd November, and carried into Calais,
The T--ee Gebroeiers, Hendricks from I ond-m t»

Tonningen, put into Har.ingen by ftreft of weather,
where the Cargo is landed and feiztd ' y the French.
The Doris Frigate Is loft on the Coaft of France. Crew

faved.
The Patriot, Blaomreht, from Dintzlg to London,

failed from thence the 3d Aiiguft Left, and has not fince
been heard of.
The Onderneeiuing Bl^ot ; Jong Pieter, Klaak ; Jong*

Elizabeth, Vink; Vriendfci-np, Owcnhand, and the Vrow
Loliena, Oelfon, are arrived at Rotterdam, and both SHp*
and Cirjoea ronflfcated by tie French.
The L<ird Nelfon, M'Gim Ut from St. TTomxs's (ar

rived at Liverpool), failed the 26th December, with the
Harmony, for Charlenon, and the Nymph, for Liverpool i
on the following day fell in with a Privateer of M gens,
which capt'ired the Nymph, and .-.itickcrt the Lord Nel
fon, v»i o beat the Privateer off after an AQion of one hour
and a half.
The Earl of A hergavenney, Wardfworth, from Londoa

10 Bengal and China, ftruck on the Shambles, near Wey
mouth, on Tueidiy, and funk in about twelve fathom
Water. The Captain, Firft Mate, and about 300 People,
dt owned.
The Minerva, Wa-d, of Salem, it condemned at the

Iftes of France, being unfit tor Sea.
T e Metta Dorothea, - - ■ , from Nantes to St.

Andcro } tin Magdalena, from Seville to Embdee i and t.1*
Fpendfctiaft, trum Mcmel tu St. Andcro, art «*.;...'<.»
and fent Ldlo Plymouth.

[Teit
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biogrmphic.il memoir of the late

HONOURABLE CAPTAIN RICHARD WALPOLE,

COMMaNDEB OF THE HOUGIITOX EAST ixdiaman.

" Tut. Crowning City! whose Merciianti >nt Princes, anb whose

TuArricKERS are the Honourable or the Earth."

rTHE indefatigable Biographer of the Walpole Family, Mr.

Coxe, has inadvertently omitted to notice the gallantry of

this British Officer, amidst the splendid archives of his Family.

As our Chronicle was purposely established to assist the future

Historian, and to supply the omissions of contemporary writers ;

we have availed ourselves of that affability which so much

belongs to Captain Walpole's Widow* ; and with the memo

randa she has been pleased to communicate, shall hope to ren

der a Character more known, whose amiable disposition cannot

be better described, than in the words of Lord Clarendon—

" He was compounded of all the Elements of Affability, and

Courtesy, towards all kind of People."

The change that has taken place in the Merchant Service,

since the period we are about to Review, is well worthy of the

attention both of the Statesman, and the Directors of its

iuterests : for notwithstanding the abilities of some few Indivi

duals in that line, the acquirements of .Mr. Dalrymple, the

ingenuity of Captain Burgess, the variety of observations by

different Officers, which form the Oriental Navigator ; the

character of the East India Service has of late years been waning

in the public estimation: it neither contains the rank, nor the

talent, which it formerly possessed; and until the Squadron

under Commodore Dance chastised the vaunting Linois +, and

recalled the memory of former Heroes in the same department ;

our Countrymen were led to believe, and particularly the,

• The Hon. Mrs. Richard Walpole, of Dover Street, Daughter of the late Sir

Joshua Vannech, Dart.

t So certain did Linois think himself of taking our Fleet, that he had, previous

to the Engagement, made known his intentions respecting the Vessels he should

destroy, and those he intended for separate Services,

<2atj. C$rcn, Oiol. XIV. n
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younger Officers in the King's Service, that the Command of

a Merchant Ship was a situation derogatory to the character of

a British Seaman, who had no concern with what our envious

Enemies have termed, the Shopkeeping business of the World.

The British Navy is of so much consequence to the preser

vation of this Country, and to the general welfare of civilized

Society, and affords so powerful an obstacle against the per

nicious s\\ ay of Military Despotism * ; that it is devoutly to be

wished, no divisions, or jealousies, or disparagement, should

exist throughout the whole of this honourable Profession :

and that in time the Bulk-heads, if we may use the expression,

will be removed, which at present divide and sub-divide it into

a variety of Service. It should embrace every employment upon

the Ocean, that requires defence; and instead of having the

King's Service, and the East India Service, and the West India

Service, and the Post Office Service, and the Coasting Sen ice ;

should unite the whole, under what it really is, The Service

OF the King. An extensive and regular gradation would

thus be made from the Collieries of Newcastle, whence our

ablest Seamen are taken, and from whence that ever to be

lamented Navigator Cook arose, through all the Mercantile

Department which the illustrious House of Medicis so greatly

respected; to the Stations that have been filled by a Rodney,

an Howe, and a Duncan. We should not then have so many

descrviug Officers wretched, and even poor for want of employ

ment ; and as the scale of employment would be more extended,

the skill and information in His Majesty's Service would be

proportionablv augmented.

* This idea has not been sufficiently considered. " In tlie Conquest of

Carthape, says a late Writer, riiMorian* have only beheld the subjugation of a

iDigh'y Republic overwhelmed by its own Factious, and the Anus of Rome ;

whereas, m truth, the destruction of this Metropolis of Africa affected the whole

system of civilized life throughout the World. The Triumph of Rome was nil

Trii'mph of Tiif. Sivoud over the milder and more beneficent reign of Com

mercial Power. Wh-'n Car'hag fell, the Naval and Mercantile Character was

buripd amidst its Ru ns, and the Military Mariners of Rome came forward to,

surjitgatr and dclud Mankind. (Clarke's Progrets of Maritime Discovery, front

the earliest period to the close of the eighteenth Century. Introduction, Sect,

page 151.)
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Captain Walpole was Brotlier to the present Lord Walpole,

and third Son of the Brother of Sir Robert W'alpole, Horatio,

who for his eminent diplomatic Services, was raised to the

Peerage by the Title of Baron Walpole, of Wolverton, on the

first of June, 175G; and had previously married, in 17-0, Mary

Magdalen, Daughter and Co-heiress of Peter Lombard, Est;.,

of Burnham Thorpe, in the County of Norfolk. Memoirs of

this Nobleman, selected from his Correspondence and Papers,

and connected with the History of the Times, from lG/B to

1 7v57, have been published by Mr. Coxe ; forming one of the

most interesting Volumes that has of late vears appealed. Mr.

Walpole, the Father, was born at Houghton, in Norfolk, on the

8th of December, 1678; and having received his education in

the Foundation at Eton, was in 1G98 admitted a Scholar of

King's College, Cambridge. During his political Career Mr.

Walpole had some experience of the perils of a Seaman's life,

in December, 173G, whilst attending His Majesty George the

Second, on his return from Hanover. The King, who had been

detained at Helvoetsluys by contrary Winds, at length became

impatient to leave so wretched a place, and accordingly ordered

Sir Charles Wager to put to Sea; which the Admiral declining,

on account of an approaching Storm, his Majesty replied, /

have never seen a Storm ! and repeated his Commands in so

peremptory a manner, that Sir Charles was obliged to obey.

The King embarked on board the Royal Yacht, and sailed

under Convoy of several Men of War. They had scarcely got

out to Sea before a Storm arose, which dispersed the Ships ;

several were driven on the Coast of England, the Louisa was

wrecked, and it was supposed the Yacht could not weather the

Storm. So great was the alarm, that the Cabinet Council met

at the Duke of Devonshire's, Steward of the Household," and

preparation w as made to issue the Proclamation for the Accession

of the Prince of Wales.

" On Sunday morning, the Queen being at St. James's

Chapel, a Messenger brought a letter announcing the safe

arrival of the King at Helvoetsluys. Lord Liftbrd, who had

just returned from walking in Uie garden, met the Messenger,



92 BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIR OF THE LATE

took the Packet, went into the Church, and delivered it to the

Queen, saying, Here is News from the King .'■all present were

filled with apprehension ; the Queen was alarmed, and her hand

shook so much that she could not open the Letter. The Duke

of Grafton broke the seal, and immediately declared that the

King was safe."*

In perusing these interesting Memoirs of Captain Walpole's

Father, the Reader will be amazed to find how much the

Politics of that period resembled, in some degree, the present.

" As to the Invasion," says Mr. Walpole f, " I make no doubt

of its being attempted after Cardinal Fleury's death, when the

old maxims of France should revive ; especially if Tencin should

have the principal credit in the French Councils. I looked upon

such an attempt as part of the general scheme of operations, and

connected with their Enterprises on the Continent. They began

it early, hoping that we should not have got together a sufficient

Fleet to oppose to their Brest Squadron, nor a sufficient number

of regular Troops time enough to resist the body which they

should be able to land." " I;£ cannot forbear one word

more in behalf of my old friends the Dutch. I do not think,

as a Nation, that their old Spirit, and their old Politics, are

wanting; but they arc exhausted, and have no executive Power :

they are like a Ship, with a good number of Men on board, but

wants Guns, Ammunition, and Steerage."

But if the Father of Captain Walpole was justly celebrated as

a Statesman, his Uncle, Galfridus Walpole, a Captain in the

Royal Navy, and Treasurer of Greenwich Hospital, was also

deservedly esteemed for his meritorious Services. He entered

very early into the Profession, and on the 17th of October,

1706, was appointed to command the Feversham. During the

year 1709 he succeeded to the Lion, of 60 guns, and being

ordered to the Mediterranean, remarkably distinguished himself

March 20, 1711, in an Action || with four French Ships of War,

each of them mounting 60 guns. The Nassau, and Exeter, and

* -Cuxe'i Memoirs of Horatio Lord Walpoic, pege 197.

t Ibid, page 260 (1744). } Ibid. (1745), page 285.

|| liurciictt's Naval History, pages 774, 797.
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afterwards the Dartmouth, and Winchelsea, were detached by

Sir John Norris, to assist the Lion; but the Action had nearly

terminated before they could get up. Captaiu VValpole lost his

right arm by a cannon ball : and what is singular, the Sword of

this Officer, given, when young, to the present Lord Nelson,

was in his hand when he also lost his right, arm on the 15di of

July, "1797, in a daring Attack on the Town of Santa Cruz, in

the Island of Teneriffe.—Captain Galfridus Walpole was re

turned Member for the Borough of Lestwithiel, soon after the

Accession of George the First; was appointed to the Peregrine

Yacht; and on the eighth of April, 1721, was nominated Joint

Postmaster-General, and Commissioner for the regulation of the

Post Office. He died August the seventh, 1726. An Engraving

of his Portrait, and a fac-simile of his left handed writing

enrich Mr. Coxe's Memoirs.

There was also another Naval Officer, though of a more

recent date, of the name of Walpole, distantly related to the

Subject of our present Memoir, w hom we cannot pass by on this

occasion. This gallant Officer was the Son of Robert Walpole,

Esq., who was in the commission of the Peace for Westmeath

in Ireland, and died of the wounds he received, on the 20th of

June, 180S, in an Engagement in the East Indies against the

French, whilst Lieutenant of the Gibraltar. This young Gen

tleman, from die accounts of Sir Richard Bickerton, Bart., and

Admiral Parker, of the Fortitude, under whom he fought

against the Dutch at the Dogger Bank, promised to add fresh

lustre to the name of Walpole.

The Honourable Captain Richard Walpole, the Subject of

our present Memoir, was born in 1729, and was brought up,

like Lord Nelson, at the High School at Norwich, under the

immediate eye of a Parent, who " was particularly careful in

superintending the education of his Children ;" and who, as Mr.

Coxe adds, " was sincere in his belief of Christianity, and

zealous and constant in performing the duties of his Religion :

a tender Husband, an affectionate Father, a zealous Friend, and

a good Master."* It is to be lame; • ;d, that a Youth thus

— ,—, . ' ———• i

• Memoirs, [>aS<'s 'JC7, S88.
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descended, and thus educated, and who possessed that gallantry

and enterprise, afterward* so conspicuous, should not have had

his name enrolled among the more immediate Servants of his

Sovereign. The very Portrait of his gallant Uncle would have

seemed to claim the Services of his Nephew ; and the house in

which this Portrait was suspended, was sufficient to have called

forth the gay hope of a young mind respecting a glorious Career

in the King's Service ; it having been rebuilt under the direction

of Ripley, who had been employed on the National Edifice of

The Admiralty.

Ambition, however, seems to have subsided in the mind of

the Father, when his Son began his Career in life, and to have

been succeeded by a love of tranquillity and independence. In

a Letter, dated May 29, 1745, he thus expresses himself:

" Retired from the Noise and Nonsense of a Public Station,

no Man, I thank God ! can have more reason than 1 have to be

satisfied with the more solid and innocent pleasures of a private

life* • ••My rural Walks and Contemplations, amidst this mild,

diversified, and engaging Scene, afford me constantly new sources

of health and pleasure, and make me lament the noisy, anxious,

and tumultuous hours spent amidst the broils of Faction, or vain

attempts to serve an ungrateful Public • • • • Come my dear

Friend, come and let us remember our Friends in a modest cup

of smiling home-brewed ale, and forgive and forget our Enemies,

and pray for the Peace and Liberties of Europe." Mr. Wal-

pole was at this time too fond of Independence, and too much

subdued by the cares and fatigues he had encountered, not to

prefer, what at that time formed the lucrative and easy emolu

ments arising from Commercial Service, to the Spartan Dis

cipline, and empty Coffers of the British Navy. lie therefore

sent his Son, who had abilities worthy of his name, as a Guinea

Pig, in the year 174.5, on boavd the Augusta East India Ship,

commanded by the Honourable Augustus Townshend, second

Son of Charles Lord Viscount Townshend, and Dorothy, the

Sister of Robert, first Earl of Orford. Captain Townshend died

in 174G, during the Voy age, at Latavia.
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Mr. Walpole's next Voyage was in 1 748-9, as fourth or fifth

Officer, on board the Somerset, Captain Tolson, bound to

Bengal: and his third Voyage was as Captain of the New

Houghton, named after the splendid Scat of his Ancestors, to

China direct, in the years 1752 and 1753. The following

particulars are taken from the Journal of Captain Randall, of

Norwich, who was then one of the Cadets*, and afterward*

commanded the Chesterfield.

We sailed from Gravesend in November 1752, towards th«

Downs. The Pilot in charge ordered so much sail, that the

Ship made way too fast for the Leadsmen on each side to

obtain Soundings, and a very thick fall of snow coming on, pre

sented us from seeing the Land-marks. About four o'clock in

the evening, our Ship with all sails set, ran upon the Kentish

Knock, over the Goodwin Sands. Our Ship forged on, and

stuck fastf ; yet although there was a great Sea running, she

did not lift. The Pilot not knowing what Sand we were on,

gave up his charge of the Ship in half an hour. But the snow

providentially cleared, and enabled us to discern the Land

marks. We also saw a Margate Hoy coming oft", on hearing

our distress guns. We now started, and pumped out our water,

and threw our head guns overboard, and lumber, to lighten the

Ship forward. Struck the top-gallant-yards, and lowered the

Long-boat from the skids; but owing to the great Sea, she

• The following Officers on board the Houghton, in this Voyage, were after

wards promoted in the King's Service :—

3d Officer. Philip Boteler, descended from an ancient Family in the County

of Hertford, was appointed Lieutenant in His Majesty's Service, Keb. ?."), 1756" ;

and Commander, June 16, 1761. After being appointed to the Nottingham,

Jfeazance, Shannon, Acteon, and Ajax, he received his Commission for the Ardent;

and being deluded by the Lnemy, who answered his private Signals, he was taken

by the Combined Flee t off Plymouth in 1779.

Midshipman. William Ixicker, afterwards promoted to Post Rank in the

Navy, and died Lieutenant-Governor of Greenwich Hospital.—Vide his Biogra

phical Memoir, Naval Chronicle, Vol. V, page 97.

Midshipman. Willian. Hunter. At present Lieutenant of Greenwich Hospital.

James Case, of Lynn, who died Captain in the Royal Navy.

6'tumer. William Haines, who died Captain in the Fuiyal ^avy.

t Sec Lieutenant Hunter's Biographical Memoir, Vol. XIO, page 10.
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immediately ranged up against the sheet-anchor, and was stove.

The Margate Hoy dared not venture alongside; she therefore

came under our stem, told us what Sand we had struck, and that

they had dropped an anchor to assist us in getting off. We

at length got the cable's end on board ; and the Hoy promised

to stay by us.

" About eight o'clock the Wind changed to east, and tie

Swell abated. At ten, when it was |iigh water, the Ship lifted

a little. We then hove taught on the cable to the anchor

astern, and set the fore-top-sail aback. In half an hour she

lifted ; and with some very hard knocks, backed off into deep

water. We then shifted the Hoy's cable, and bore away for

Portsmouth ; but the Wind northing, we could not fetch it ; so

stood on for Plymouth, where we arrived in safety. Our Ship

went into the King's Dock, and we found that nothing but her

being a new Ship could have saved us from the Goodwin

Graves : her main-beam and stern-post were sprung, and a

great part of the false keel was off. We repaired her ; proceeded

on our Voyage to China, and arrived in England in June

1753 : being eighteen months on our Voyage; and of our Crew,

109 Men, one only died, and two were drowned.

Captain Walpole's fourth, and last Voyage, enabled him, on

closing his Career in the Commercial Service, to display the

gallantry of a brave spirit, and to disgrace the unalterable and

vaunting Enemies of his Country. The glory which he acquired

on this memorable occasion, was shared with the Captains

Wilson and Hutchinson, and will bear comparison with the

splendid Achievements of the present age. Excepting Beatson*,

who inserts a short letter from Captain Wilson, this Event is

among the many that have been sadly neglected in our Naval

Histories. We shall now give a continuation of Mr. Randall's

Journal ; and leave the letter, which we have received from

Captain Wilson's Son, as a description of the Engraving which

represents this memorable Action ; delineated by Mr. Pocock,

under three points of view.

* Naval and Military Memoirs, Vol. II, page 140.
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" We sailed from the Downs in April, 1755, in company

with the East India Ships Pelham, Streatham, Edgecoat, and

Doddington, and all arrived safe at Bombay in November,

except the Doddington, which sailing better than the rest, soon

parted company, and on the .17th of July, at one o'clock in the

morning, struck on a desolate Rock, off the eastern Coast of

CafFria, and went entirely to pieces. At day break the next

morning, out of 273 Persons, only 23 survived. They remained

for seven months on the Rock ; when having contrived to build

a Boat out of the Wreck, they providentially were conveyed in

her to Delagoa.

" On leaving Bombay, we, in the * Houghton, stood for

Sindy, Gombroon, then back to Bombay, and then touching at

Surat, Bombay, Onore, Tellicherry, and Malacca, arrived at

China in August, 1756. We left it during the ensuing January,

in company with the East India Ships, Suffolk, Commodore

Wilson ; and Godolphin, Captain William Hutchinson. On the

eighth, of March, about four o'clock in the evening, being 90

leagues eastward of the Cape of Good Hope, steering west with

light Airs, we saw two Ships hulling, not having any sails set,

about nine miles to the west of us. Though ignorant of the

War, we considered their appearance as suspicious: accordingly

stood for them until six o'clock, when we perceived by the cut

of their sails, then set, that they were French Ships of War. A

* Names of the Officers on board the Houghton, who shared in the glory of

this memorable Voyage :—

J st Officer. Charles Haggis, who died Captain of the Thames.

2d Bichard Doveton, died Captain of the Glatton.

3d William Martyr, died Captain of the Horfendou,

4th Augustus Schulz, since dead.

5th Nicolas Wayte, of Wickmore, since dead.

6th . John Sandys, died Captain of the Norfolk.

!Daniel Clarke, died Captain of the Hertford, which foundered at

Sea, and all perished.

Benjamin Randall, afterwards Captain of the Chesterfield, now

residing at Norwich.

Cadet Boy. William Hembly, died Captain of the Lord North.

Purser. Simon Bland.

Surgeon. —i Gordon.

Surgeon's llau. Molhson, afterwards a Commissioner of National Accounts.

JSab. Chion. CJil.XIV. o
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dark night coming on, we lost sight of them, they being then

four miles to the west.

" Our Commodore, Wilson, desiring to consult, we threw

out our Boat, and Captain Walpole went on board the Suffolk,

as did Captain Hutchinson. They, however, soon returned,

hoisted in tlie Boats, and altered our course from west to north.

The Wind at south freshening to a seven-knot Gale, we put out

all lights, and set every sail with hopes to escape them : but the

Moon rising about eight o'clock, we saw the Frenchmen about

half a mile astern, steering east. They immediately bore up,

and chased. We then tried them before the Wind—then at

large—again upon a Wind ; but it would not do : for about

twelve o'clock at night, we three Ships keeping the line close,

the Godolphin being the sternmost, the Enemy got within a

cable's length of her weather quarter ; and, under an easy sail,

kept that distance until about three o'clock in the morning. The

Frenchmen then hauled close to windward, and kept at about

one mile distance on our beam.

" We now lajd-to at quarters, under our top-sails; and at six

o'clock, the -Sun rising, we hoisted our Colours, Commodore

Wilson his broad Pendant, and fired a gun to leeward. The

French 74, under a broad Pendant, hoisted her Country's Flag,

and fired two shot: but kept lying-to, sending Boats several times

to the Frigate.

" About eight they bore down, hove-to about a quarter of a

mile to windward, and opened their fire. We did the same;

and continued it for half an hour : when the Seventy-four's main

top-sail-yard, jib-boom, and main-top-gallant-mast, being shot

away, both the Frenchmen made all sail to the westward, and

we after them. But when they were got about two miles

a-head, they threw about, and stood for us again. We brought

to under top-sails, awaiting their coming. Being a-breast of us

at about half-past ten, they brought-to, more than a quarter of a

mile distant, and engaged us until eleven; when the French

Commodore bore away, and went about half a mile a-stern,

making Signals for the Frigate to follow : but she continued for

ten minutes firing at us, and then to our great joy bore away
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also. Had they behaved well, we must have been taken : if the

Captain of the Frigate had been Commodore, it would have

gone hard with us. As to powder, the Suffolk and Houghton

had some barrels left, but the Godolphin had very little. Our

three Ships were worth .500,000/., so they missed making their

fortunes. Our flying Enemy was out of sight by four o'clock in

the afternoon.

We now examined into our damages. On board the Suffolk,

Mr. Haffey, Midshipman, lost his leg, which was carried off

close to the groin by a twenty-four pound sliot. He, however,

thank God, survived. The East India Company settled a pen

sion on him for life, and placed him as a Clerk in the India

House, where he rose to be Paymaster; and died lately.—

In the Houghton, Mr. Harvest, a Midshipman, had one side of

his face torn off by a splinter. In the Godolphin, two Stamen

were slightly wounded. The principal havoc was among the

Hogs and Sheep, which afforded an excellent fresh meal to the

Men after their fatigue. Our three Ships had their rigging

much cut, and several shot through their hulls. The twenty-

four pounder, which wounded Haffey, was taken out of the Ship's

side, and hung up in the India House, as a Trophy.

" We remained lying-to all night to refit. The Godolphin

having received some large sjiot under the water line, was in

great danger of sinking. Being smooth water, she was laid on

the careen ; and with the assistance of all the Carpenters' Crews,

her leaks were stopped by next morning, and we proceeded on

our Voyage.

" On arriving at St. Helena, we heard that War had com

menced a year before. We in consequence received orders to

proceed north about Scotland ; and arrived in Leith Roads in

June, whence we proceeded to London. Our Ship was cleared

on the 5th of September, 1 757, having been two years and seven

months on the Voyage. Of our Crew, being 108 Persons,

three died; two were drowned, and three killed by falls. The

East India Company gave the three Ships 6000/. for their

galldi i. conduct.

Sometime afterwards, when I was oo board the Bombay Cas
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tie from Bengal, we brought home eighty French Prisoners,

some of whom had been on board the Ships which engaged us.

They informed me, that the Seventy-four was l'lllustre, and the

Frigate la Balaine. They had a Battalion of the Aquitaine

Regiment on board, and about 80,000/. in dollars, for payment

of the Troops at the Mauritius. During the Engagement the

Land Officer took the Command from the Sea Officer, which

occasioned so much dissention, that the Ships' Crews only did

their duty by compulsion, keeping from a close Engagement,

whereby we escaped them. On their arrival at the Mauritius,

both the Commanders were broke, and they lully deserved it."

Thus have we endeavoured to illustrate a very distinguished

Action in the Naval History of our Countly, which hitherto,

like many others, has been either entirely passed over, or very

imperfectly narrated by the Historian. It will tend to prove,

that the spirit of British Seamen, whether in the King's or his

Merchants Service, has been uniformly active and heroic : not

depending on the irregular Fever, which generally accompanies

any public commotion; not produced by quaffing the* gunpow

der and brandy potions of the Great Nation ; but arising from

the discipline and loyal independence of the Little Island. It

remains to add, that each of the Captains, Wilson, Walpole,

and Hutchinson, had one hundred pounds given them by the

East India Company for the purchase of a piece of plate, to

commemorate their skill and intrepidity.

Captain Walpole, contented with a Voyage which had

enabled him to display the energy and valour of a Seaman,

retired to enjoy that independence and elegant Society, to which

his high connexions and birth entitled him ; and for many years

his house was well known, and resorted to, by the highest ciicles

of fashion.

Captain Walpole represented the Borough of Great Yarmouth,

in Norfolk, for three Parliaments ; and although he was opposed,

whilst abroad, without his knowledge, by Sir John Jervis, and

• Memoir of Lord Howe, Vol. L
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had nine hundred Constituents, the whole expenses only

amounted to eleven hundred pounds. This Borough had been

represented by a Walpole, and a Townshend, for seventy years ;

but was lost by both Families, in a Contest during what was

termed the Pit Fever.

This gallant Officer died in 1798, and was buried in the

Church of Freethorpe, in Norfolk. The following Inscription

appears on his Monument :—

NEAR THIS PLACE

ARE DEPOSITED THE REMAINS OF

THE HONOURABLE RICHARD WALPOLE;

THE PROPRIETOR OF THE GREAT TYTHES OF THIS PARISH,

AND LORD OF THE MANOR OF FREETHORPE,

WITH THE MEMBERS.

HE WAS THIRD SON OF THE LATE

HORATIO, LORD WALPOLE,

OF WOLTERTON, IN THIS COUNTY,

AND DEPARTED THIS LIFE ON THE 18th OF AUGUST, 1798,

AGED SIXTY-NINE YEARS,

SINCERELY AND DESERVEDLY LAMENTED

BY HIS FAMILY AND FRIENDS.

TO WHOSE MKMORY, HIS AFFECTIONATE WIFE,

MARGARET WALPOLE,

HAS ERECTED THIS STONE.

HERALDIC PARTICULARS.

Arms.—Or on a Fess, between two Cheverons Sable three

-Cross-Croslets of the First.

Crest.—On a Wreath the Bust of a Man side faced coup'd

proper ducally crowned Or, with a long Cap on turning forward.

Gules and thereon a Catharine Wheel Or.

Motto.—Fari quae sentias.
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NANTES IN GURGITE VA5TO.

LIEUTENANT BOXEK.

(Extract of a Letter.)

HpIIE Courier Cutter, Lieutenant Boxer, is gone past to the

Downs, very much damaged. I learn.that, on Friday morn

ing, having picked up a Man of War's Boat, with a Lieutenant

and fourteen Bands, they soon after discovered a larc;u Lugger

Privateer at anchor under a Battery, and went in to endeavour to»

cut her out. On their approach they were unfortunately seen

from the Shore, and fired at by some 24-pounders from a Battery,

and a 12-pound field-piece on the Land : it being very little Wind,

they were unfortunately hulled several times from the Shore

guns: Lieutenant Newby, of the Megsera Sloop of War, and two

Men, were killed, and one wounded. The Cutter being in only

four fathom water, and finding it impossible to succeed, with a

24-pound shot in her quarter, about twelve inches above the

water line three of the deck planks cut through, the spare spars,

sweeps, and oars knocked away, and other damage, they were

obliged to retreat out of gun-shot; while the cowardly Lugger,

whose fire did them no damage, was afraid to follow them out of

the protection of their own guns, or there is little doubt that

Lieutenant Boxer and his gallant Crew would haTe brought them,

to England.

WRANGLER GUN-VESSEL.

IN addition to the number of daring Actions executed by

British bravery, we have to relate one performed by the Second

Lieutenant and part of the Crew of the Wrangler Gun-vessel,

commanded by Lieutenant John Pettit:—

The Wrangler was cruising off Boulogne, and perceived a Sloop

lying under the Batteries, ready to sail on the first convenient

opportunity ; the Commander of the Wrangler proposed attempting

to cut her out, and was immediately seconded in the project by

his Second in Command, and a set of jolly Fellows sufficient to

man the Long-boat: they pushed off almost as soon as the scheme

was formed, and in a short time reached their object. They were

challenged by the Sloop's Sentinel, to whom they paid no atten

tion, but running the Uoat alongside, immediately boarded. The

Frenchmen, when chey saw our gallant Countrymen on the deck,

took directly to a Boat lying alongside the ^Sloop, and mad» the
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iest of their way towards Shore, leaving only the Captain on

board. We arc happy to announce, that the Sloop was brought

oat safely without the slightest injury to any one, though a very

heavy fire was kept up from the Batteries.—The Prize was laden

with Provisions, and is arrived at Ramsgatc Pier.

ANECDOTES OF M. BAUDIN,

Commodore of a recent French Expedition of Discovery.

ST. VINCENT, a French writer, in the Narrative of his

Voyage through the African Seas, relates the following ludicrous

Anecdotes of the Commodore, M. Baudin:—

The Commodore, since our departure from Teneriffe, did not

wish our Vessels to approach too near to each other, from an idea,

that in those Seas, where there is much danger of being becalmed,

it was necessary to remain at about a Uague from one another,

lest the attraction of the two Ships might occasion them to run foul

of each other.

An intelligent Astronomer belonging to the Expedition, related

to me one day, when we were conversing respecting the Commo

dore's terror, on account of the supposed attraction of the two

Ships, a very curious fact, the truth of which was afterwards con

firmed by one of the Officers. Being in want of a magnetic needle

to replace that of a compass which had been injured, he applied to

the Commodore, who had several in the drawer of his secretaire.

M. Baudin, who happened to be in a very good humour, invited

him into his state-room, whilst he searched for the box that con

tained the needles. The steel being somewhat rusted by the

humidity of the air, the magnetic property of the needles was

considerably diminished. As the Astronomer was lamenting this

unlucky accident : What would you vsish ? said the Commodore,

in order to console him, every thingfurnished by the Government

hms been done in the most niggardly magncr : if they hadfollowed

my advice, ice should have been provided zcilh silver needles instead

of steel ones !

MODE OF FISHING FOR SALMON IN ICELAND.

(From OLAF9EM and Pov£I_sen's Travels.)

THE Norder-aa is the only River at which a number of hand*

are employed in catching this fish, the produce of which is divided

between the Fishermen and the poor people who come to assist

them. They first select a part of the River, where the bottom is

level, and the Current not too strong, and a day being fixed on
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for the commencement of the operations, several hundred person*

repair to the spot. At the part where the water is most shallow,

they form a dyke of stones, leaving, however, an aperture, that

the Current may not be interrupted. This dyke is made in two

arms, that go off from the Shore in a diagonal line, and terminate

in an acute angle, at which is the aperture. When this dyke is

made, they extend several nets across the River, and two Men on

horseback hold the ends of the net on each side of the River,

followed by others, who are likewise on horseback; they then

make their horses swim, which so alarms the salmon, that they can

neither jump over the net, nor escape by sinking beneath it. One

Bank of the River is covered with people, who throw stones into

the water to increase the fright of the fish, so that nothing remains

for them, but to make towards the angles, or be taken in the nets.

The fish are divided between the Owners of the nets and of the

Land ; while those who assist, receive a portion from each. In the

Gliufuraa, they cannot take salmon by the net, on account of the

rapidity of the Current, and the large stones that obstruct the bed

of the River, when they fall in winter from the mountains. The

Inhabitants, therefore, use long poles, at the end of which is an

iron pike; and with these they strike the salmon and draw it out

of the water. To attract the fish to a certain spot, they begin to

scare it at a distance, when it makes off; and if it can hide its

head between two stones, it remains motionless, and conceives

itself in safety.

POBPOISES.

(From St. Vincent*! Voyage through the African Seas.)

THESE animals swim together in considerable numbers, and

generally in pairs ; sometimes, however, two or three in a body,

but seldom singly: they in general swim so high in the water, that

the dorsal fin is very often seen above it ; they occasionally rise to

the surface, in order to respire, and resemble blood-hounds in

pursuit of their prey, when they raise their snout to throw out the

water: on replunging, they describe a semi-circle, their form being

nearly globular from the extremity of the head to that of the tail.

There is reason to believe, that when these animals proceed in

pairs, they are composed of a male and female ; and when in a

larger body, that they constitute a single family, the individuals of

which h ive not yet separated from each other. In this case, thero

is one which uniformly leads the way, the rest follow in a train

almost close to each other, swimming lower in the water in pro



COMMERCIAL BINTS, RECOLLECTIONS, &C 103

portion as they are more distant from the first. This habit, which

I hare observed upon our own Coasts, must doubtless be acquired

at a very early period, when they keep close to the pectoral fins of

the mother. These cetacea swim with amazing celerity ; they dart

forward, wheel about, cross and intersect each other's course, sud

denly stop short, rise, and descend, without intermission.

STATE PAPER.

NEUTRAL SHIPS.

GEORGE k.

INSTRUCTION to our Courts of Admiralty, and to the

Commanders of our Ships of War and Privateers, given at

our Court at St. James's the twenty-ninth Day of June,

1805, in the forty-fifth Year of our Reign.

In consideration of the present state of Commerce, we are

graciously pleased to direct, that Neutral Vessels, having on board

the Articles hereinafter enumerated, and trading, directly or

circuitonsly, between the Ports of our United Kingdom and the

Enemy's Ports in Europe (such Ports not being blockaded), shall

not be interrupted in their Voyages by our Ships of War, or Pri

vateers, on account of such Articles, or any of them, being the

property of our Subjects, trading with the Enemy, without having

obtained our special license for that purpose; and if any Neutral

Vessel, trading as aforesaid, shall be brought into our Ports for

adjudication, such Vessel shall be forthwith liberated by our Courts

of Admiralty, together with the enumerated Articles laden therein,

which shall be shown to be British or Neutral Property.

EXPORTS.

List of Goods permitted to be exported to Holland, France, and Spain :—

3ritish manufactures (not naval or military stores), grocery, allum, amietta, coffee,

cocoa, calicoes, copperas, drugs (not dying drugs), rhubarb, spices, sugar, pepper^

tobacco, vitriol, elephants' teeth, pimanto, cinnamon, nutmegs, cornelian stone,

nankeens, East India bales, tortoise-shell, cloves, red, green, and yellow earth,

earthenware, indigo (not exceeding five too* in «ne Vessel), woollens, rum, and

prize goods not prohibited to be exported.

IMPORTS.

From Holland.—Grain, (if importable according to the provisions of the Corn

Laws), salted provisions of all sorts (not being salted beef or pork), oak bark, flax,

flax-seed, clover, and other seed, madder roots, salted hides and skins, leather,

rushes, hoops, saccharum saturni, barilla, smalts, yarn, saffron, bntter, cheese, quills,

clinkers, terrace, geneva, vinegar, white lead, oil, turpentine, pitch, hemp, bottles,

wainscot boards, raw materials, naval stores, lace, French cambric and lawns.

4Rat>. Cbton. ffitol.XIV. p
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From France.—Grain (as above), sailed provisions of all sorts (not being salted!

beef or pork), seeds, saffron, rags, oak bark, turpentine, hides, skins, honey, wax,

fruit, raw materials, linsccil cakes, tallow, weld, wine, lace, French cambrics and

lawns vinegar and brandy.

From Spain.—Cochineal, barilla, fruit, orchclla weed, Spanish wool, indigo,

hides, skins, shnmac, liquol ice juice, seeds, saffron, silk, sweet almonds, Castille

soap, raw materials, oak bark, aniseed, wine, cork, black lead, naval stores,

vinegar and brandy.

And we are further pleased to direct, that the foregoing enumeration may be

added to, or altered by, ain order of the Lords of our Council.

By His Majesty's Command,

IIAWKESBURY.

LORD MELVILLE.

The Committee appointed to draw up Articles of Impeachment

against Henry Lord Viscount Melville, hav,e, pursuant to

the Order of the House, prepared several Articles accordingly :

izhich Articles are asfollow; viz.

ARTICLES exhibited by the Knights, Citizens, and Burgesses, in Pa»-

liament assembled, in the Name of tln?mseives and of all the Commons'

of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, against Hesry

Lord Viscount Melvills, in Maintenance of their Impeachment

against him for High Crimes and Misdemeanors.

"WHEREAS the Office of Treasurer of His Majesty's Navy is-

an Office of high trust and confidence, in the faithful and uncor.

rupt execution whereof, the Subjects of this Kingdom are most

deeply interested ; and whereas the ancient constitution of the said

Office of Treasurer of the Navy, and of other Offices concerned ia

the receipt, disbursement, and controul of the Public Money,

having been found to be highly inexpedient in consequence of the

increased expenditure of the Country, did become the subject of

frequent, long, and serious deliberation in Parliament: and whereas

by an Act of Parliament made and passed in the 20th year of the

reign of his present Majesty, and by several subsequent Acts cif

Parliament, for appointing and enabling Commissioners to examine,

take, and state, the Public Accounts of this Kingdom, and for

other purposes therein mentioned, certain Commissioners were

constituted and appointed for examining, taking, and stating the

Accounts therein particularly mentioned, and also for examining

and stating in what manner, and at what times, the Receipts,

Issues, and Expenditures, of the Public Monies were accounted

for; and for considering of and reporting by what means and

method the Public Accounts might in future be passed, and the

Accoinptauts compelled to pay the balances or monies due from

7
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them in a more expeditious, more effectual, and less expensive

manner: and whereas the said Commissioners did inquire into and

report upon the Public Accounts by the said Acts referred to their

examination, and did discover and point out various abuses in many

of the Public Offices entrusted with the receipt and expenditure of

Public Money, and in particular in the Office of the Treasurer of

His Majesty's Navy ; and did propose and recommend sundry

good and wholesome provisions and regulations for the reformation

of the same, and particularly for preventing the Public Money

issued for Navy Services from coming into the possession and cus

tody of the Treasurer of His Majesty's Navy, or the Officers or

Persons employed under him; for depriving him and them of all

opportunity of using and misapplying the Public Money to private

purposes, and thereby exposing the same to the risk of loss : for

making the Bank of England the sole place of deposit for the same ;

for removing, from thenceforward, all temptations and inducements

to applications for more Public Money than was necessary for the

Public Service ; for preventing all unnecessary delay in passing the.

Public Accounts of the Treasurer of His Majesty's Navy, and in

restoring to the Public the balances remaining in his hands; and

whereas the Hcuse of Commons having taken the Reports of the

said Commissioners into consideration, upon the 19th day of June,

1782, did (among other things) resolve, that some regulations

ought to be adopted, for the purpose of lessening and keeping

down the balances which appeared to have usually been in the

hands of the Treasurer of the Navy ; and did further declare their

opinion, that from thenceforward the Paymaster General of His

Majesty's Land Forces, and the Treasurer of the Navy for the

time being, should not apply any Sum or Sums of Money imprested

to them, or cither of them, to any purpose of advantage or interest

to themselves, either directly or indirectly.

And whereas, for the more effectually currying into execution

the said Resolutions of the House of Commons, His Majesty, by

warrant under his Royal Sign Manual, bearing date the 22d day

of June, 1782, was most graciously pleased to augment the salary

of the Right Hon. Isaac Barre, as Treasurer of His Majesty's

Navy, and to add thereto the sum of 2,150/., that the said income

might in future amount to 4000/, which Ilis Mjjesty was then

graciously pleased to grant to the said Isaac Barre, clear of all

deductions, in full satisfaction of all wages and fees, and other

profits and emoluments theretofore enjoyed by former Treasurers

of His Majesty's Navy: and whereas, by Letters Patent, bearing
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date the 19th day of August, 1782, His Majesty was graciously

pleased to give and grant unto the Right Hon. Henry Dundas, now

Lord Viscount Melville, the Office of Treasurer of His Majesty's

Navy Royal and Ships, and Receiver-General of all Sums of Money

appointed", or from time to time to be appointed and payable for

the support, maintenance, and reparation of His Majesty's Navy

Royal and Ships, for cmptions and provisions appertaining to and

necessary for the said Navy and Ships, and for wages, salaries of

Officers, Servants, and other persons whatever, belonging to the

said Navy or Ships, or any other matter or thing.whatsoever, in

any manner touching or concerning the Navy Royal or Ships; and

for the exercise and occupation of the said Office, and for and in

Satisfaction of all wages and fees of three pence of lawful Money

for every pound to be received and paid by the said Henry Dun

das, by virtue of his said Office, His Majesty was further graciously

pleased to give and grant unto him, by the said Letters Patent, an

annuity, or yearly payment, of 2000/. :

And whereas the said Henry Lord Viscount Melville repre

sented, or caused to be represented, or it was represented to His

Majesty, that the said annuity or yearly payment of 2000/., after

deducting all charges, taxes, and expenses thereon, would not pro

duce to him the said Henry Lord Viscount Melville more than the

Sum of 1,850/. in each year, or thereupon: whereupon His

Majesty, by warrant under his Royal Sign Manual, bearing date

the 23d day of October, 1782, was graciously pleased t« declare

that the income of the Treasurer of the Navy should be augmented

with an additional allowance of 2,324/. 6s. 6d., in order to make,

together with the said Sum of 1,850/., the said income to amount

in future to the Sum of 4000/. : and His Majesty did thereby

direct, authorize, and empower the said Henry Lord Viscount

Melville to take and apply, out of such Monies as were in or

should come to his hands, or to the hands of his Cashier, arisen or

to arise by the sale ofold Naval Stores, the said Sum of 2,324/. 6*. 6e/.,

which, together with the before-mentioned Sura of 1,850/., would

make the said Sum of 4000/., which His Majesty was graciously

pleased to grant him, clear of all deductions, in full satisfaction

of all wages and fees, and other profits and emoluments theretofore

enjoyed by former Treasurers of the Navy; the same to commence

and be computed from the day of the date of the said Letters

Patent, and to continue during his continuance in the said Office:

and His Majesty did further direct, authorize, and empower the

said Henry Lord Viscount Melville, in case the said additional
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allowance of 2324/. 6*. 6d., together with the said several allow,

ances before stated, should not produce in each year the net Sum

of 4000/., to charge the deficiency in the annual amount of Monies

disbursed by him for fees of divers natures : and whereas the

said Henry Lord Viscount Melville held and enjoyed the said

Office of Treasurer of His Majesty's Navy, under the said Letters

Patent, from the 19th 'day of August, 1782, until the 10th day of

April, 1783:

And whereas by Letters Patent, bearing date the 5th day oF

January, 1784, His Majesty was graciously pleased again to give

and grant unto the said Henry Lord Viscount Melville, the said

Office of Treasurer of His Majesty's Navy, in the same terms as in

the said former Letters Patent of the 19th day of August, 1782;

and upon a similar representation made or caused to be made by

the said Henry Lord Viscount Melville, or otherwise made to His

Majesty as that hereinbefore stated, His Majesty was graciously

pleased, by warrant under his Royal Sign Manual, bearing date

the 16th day of January, 1784, to augment the income of the said

Office of Treasurer of the Navy with an additional allowance or

2324/. 6>. 6t/., in order to make the annual income of the Office

amount to the said Sum of 4000/. ; and which said income nit

Majesty was thereby graciously pleased to grant to the said Henry

Lord Viscount Melville, clear of all deductions, in full satisfaction

of all wages and fees, and other profits and emoluments theretofore

enjoyed by former Treasurers of the Navy, and to secure and pro

vide for the due payment thereof in like manner as in the said for

mer warrant of the 23d day of October, 1782, is provided:

And whereas the said Henry Lord Viscount Melv ille, under and

by virtue of the said last-mentioned Letters Patent, held and

enjoyed the said Office of Treasurer of His Majesty's Navy,

from the said 5th day of January, 1784, until the 31st day of

May, 1800: , ,

And whereas on the 17th day of February, 1785, the House of

Commons ordered that leave should be given to bring in a Bill for

better regulating the Office of the Treasurer of His Majesty's

Navy, and that (together with other Members of the said House

of Commons) Mr. Henry Dundas, now Lord Viscount Melville,

should prepare and bring in the same ; and, in pursuance of the

said order, the said Henry Lord Viscount Melville, on the 2.9th

day of April, ^785, did present to the House of Commons a Bill

for better regulating the Office of the Treasurer of His Majes

ty's Navy ; and said Bill having passed the House of Commons,
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■was, in pursuance of an order of that House, carried by the said

Henry Lord Viscount Melville to the House of Lords ; to which

Bill he (in the name of the House of Commons) desired the con

currence of their Lordships.

And whereas the said Bill, in the 25th year of His Majesty'*

reign, passed into a law, entitled " An Act for better regulating

the Office of the Treasurer of His Majesty's Navy ; " the lit, 3d,

4tb, and 5th Sections whereof are as follow :—

1st Section.—" Whereas it appears by the Reports made by the Com

missioners appointed to examine, take, aud state the Public Accounts of the

Kingdom, that regulations are necessary for better conducting the business

in the department of the Treasurer of His Majesty's Navy; be it therefore

enacted by the King's Most Excellent Majesty, by and vvidi the advice and

consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present

Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, That from and

after the 1st day of July, 1785, the Treasurer of His Majesty's Navy for

the time being, in all memorials to be by him presented to the Treasury for

Money for Navy Services, shall pray that sueh Sum as he requires may be

issued to the Governor and Company of the Bank of England on his

account, and shall transmit with each Memorial a Copy of the Letter or

Letters from the Commissioners of the Navy, Victualling, and Sick and

Hurt Boards, directing him to apply for such Sum or Sums; in which

Letter or Letters the said Commissioners shall, and they are hereby required

and directed to specify for what particular Service or Services the said

Money is wanted, and shall also state the balances then in the hands of the

Treasurer of the Navy under each licad of Service respectively; and the

Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury for the time being, by their Letter

from time to time, shall direct the Auditor of the Exchequer to issue to the

Governor and Company of the Bank of England, on account of the Treasurer

of His Majesty's Navy, naming such Treasurer for the time being, the Sum

for which such Letter shall be drawn upon the unsatisfied order at the

Exchequer, in favour of the said Treasurer, for which the Receipt of the

Cashier or Cashiers of the said Governor and Company shall be a sufficient

discharge; and all Sums for which Letters of the Commissioners of His

Majesty's Treasury shall be drawn, shall be issued to the Governor and

Company of the Bank of England in like manner as they have been hereto

fore issued to the Treasurer of His Majesty's Navy ; and all such Monies

to be issued to the Governor and Company of the Bank of England shall

be placed on an Account or Accounts to be raised in the Books of the

Governor and Company of the said Bank of England, and to be entitled,

" The Account of the Treasurer of His Majesty's Navy," inserting the name

of such Treasurer for the time being, for the Pay Branch, Cashier's Brand),

and the Victualling Branch; and on receipt of all such Monies at the

Exchequer, the Treasurer of the Navy shall immediately certify to the Com

missioners of the Navy an account of the whole Receipt under the respec

tive heads of Service, and shall also certify to the Commissioners of the
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Victualling and Sick and Hurt Boards, the particular Suras received and

applicable to those Services respectively."

3d Section.—" And be it further enacted, That from and after tlie 1st

day of July, 1715, no Money for the Service of the Navy shall be issued

from His Majesty's Exchequer to tlie Treasurer of the Navy, or shall be

placed, or directed to be placed, in his hands or possession; but the same

shall be issued and directed to be paid to the Governor and Company of

the Bank of England, and to be placed to the Accounts above mentioned,

according to the Services for which it was craved and issued."

4th Section.—*' And be it enacted, That the Treasurer of His Majesty's

Navy for the time being, by himself, or the person or persons in his Office

' duly authorised by. the said Treasurer, from and after the 1st day of July,

178», shall draw upon the Governor aud Company of the Bank of England

for all Navy Services whatever, aud shall specify iu each and every draft

the head of Service for which the same shall be drawn: and no draft of the

said Treasurer, or the person or persons authorized as aforesaid, shall be

deemed a sufficient voucher to the said Governor and Company of the Bank

of England, unless the same specifies the head of Service for which it is

drawn, and has been actually paid by the said Governor and Company of

the Bank of England."

5th Section.—" Provided always, That the Monies to be issued unto the

Governor and Company of the Bank of England, on account of the Treasurer

of his Majesty's Navy, shall not be paid out of the Bank unless lor Nnvy

Services, and in pursuance of drafts to be drawn on the Governor and

Company of the Bank of England, and signed by the Treasurer of His

Majesty's Navy for the time being, or the person or persons authorized as

aforesaid; in which Drafts shall be specified the heads of Service to wliich

the Sums therein mentioned are to be applied ; and which Drafts so drawn

shall be sufficient authority to the Bank to pay such Money to the persons

mentioned in such Drafts, or to the bearer of them."

And whereas the provisions contained in the said last-mentioned

Act of Parliament were thereby directed to take place on the 1st

day of July, 1785 ; but the execution of the said Act, with respect

to the said Henry Lord Viscount Melville opening an Account

or Accounts with the Governor and Company of the Bank of

England, as thereby directed, was postponed by him until the 13th

day of January, 1786, when the said Henry Lord Viscount Mel

ville opened an Account with the Governor and Company of the

Bank of England, entitled, " ilight Hon. Henry Dundas, Act of

Parliament New Account;" and which said Account was con

tinued by him until he quitted the said Office on the 31st of May,

1800, and was the only Account kept by the said Henry Lord

Viscount Melville, as Treasurer of His Majesty's Navy, with the

Governor and Company of the Bank of England, under and in

pursuance of the said Act of Parliament for regulating the said

Officg.
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And whereas on the said 10th day of January, 1786, while th<

said Henry Lord Viscount MeWille held and enjoyed the said

Office of Treasurer of Hi* Majesty's Navy, he did constitute and

appoint Alexander Trotter his Paymaster ; and the said Henry

Lord Viscount Melville did, on the said 10th day of January,

1780, duly authorize and empower the said Alexander Trotter to

draw on the Governor and Company of the Bank of England, for

and upon the account of him the said Henry Lord Viscount

Melville as Treasurer of His Majesty's Navy, all and every Sum

and Suras of Money that then were or should hereafter be wanted

for the Public Services, under the care of payment of the said

Henry Lord Viscount Melville, the said Alexander Trotter being

particularly careful to specify in each and every Draft the Service

for which the Money should be drawn.

And whereas it was the duty of the said Henry Lord Viscount

Melville, during all the time he held and enjoyed the said Office of

Treasurer of His Majesty's Navy, to abstain from applying him

self, and to prevent all persons acting under him from applying

any part of the MoAey issued from His Majesty's Exchequer for

Navy Services, to any purpose of advantage or interest to himself

or themselves, cither directly or indirectly, or to any other pur

poses than for Navy Services, and from deriving any profit or

emolument therefrom : And from and after the passing of the said

Act of Parliament of the 25th year of His Majesty's reign, for

better regulating the Office of the Treasurer of His Majesty's

Nary, it was the duty of the said Lord Viscount Melville to

observe and pursue the provisions and directions of the said Act of

Parliament ; yet the said Henry Lord Viscount Melville, not

satisfied with the ample revenue so provided for him as aforesaid,

nor regarding the duty of his high and important Office, or the

express provisions of the said Act of Parliament, did, whilst he

held and enjoyed the said Office, act and conduct himself fraudu

lently, corruptly, and illegally, in the several instances herein set

forth.

First Article.—That the said Henry Lord Viscount Melville, whilst he

held «nd enjoyed the said Office of Treasurer of His Majesty's Navy, and

previous to the said 10th of January, 1788, did take and receive from and

out of the Money imprested to him as Treasurer of His Majesty's Exche

quer, the Sum of 10,0001., or some other large Sum or Sums of Mouey, and

did fraudulently and illegally convert aud apply the same to his own use, or

to some other corrupt ar.d illegal purposes, and to other purposes than those

of the Public Navy Services of the Kingdom, to which alone the same was

lawfully applicable; and did continue such fraudulent and illegal conversion
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<uid application of the said Sum or Sums sf money after the passing of the

said Act of Parliament for the l>ctter regulating the Office of the Treasurer

of His Majesty's Navy. And the said llenry I/>rd Viscount Melville has

declared that he neverw would reveal the application of the sail Sum of

10,0001., and in particular he did make such declaration in the House of

Common? on the" 11th day of June, 11)05; and then and there added, that

lie felt himself hound hy motives of public diity, as well us private honour

and personal convenience, to conceal the same:—all which conduct of the

said llenry Lord Viscount Melville was contrary to the duty of his said

Office, a breach of the hiih Trust reposed in him, and a violation of the

Laws and Statutes of this llealiu.

Second Article.—That the said Henry Lord Viscount Melville, disre

garding the duties of his said Office, and in breach and violation of the said

Act of Parliament for better regulating the same, did, after the passing of

the same Act, and whilst the said Her.ry Lord Viscount Melville continued

to hold and enjoy the said Office, connive at and permit and suffer the said

Alexander Trotter, under and by virtue of the said authority so given to him

by the said Henry Lord Viscount Melville us aforesaid, illegally to draw,

receive, and take from the Governor and Company of the Bank of England,

fur other purposes than for immediate application to Navv Services, large

Sums of Money from and out of the Monies before then issued unto the

said Governor and Company of the Bank of England on account of the said

Henry Lord Viscount Melville as Treasurer of His Majesty's Navy: and the

said Henry Lord Viscount Melville did connive at and permit and suffer

the said Alexander Trotter to place the said last-mentioned Sums of Money,

or a great part thereof, so illegally drawn, received, and taken by him from the

Governor and Company of the Bank of England as aforesaid, in the hands

of Messrs. Thomas Coutts and Company, the private Bankers of the said

Alexander Trotter, in his own name, and subject to his sole controul and

disposition : all which conduct of the said Henry Lord Viscount Melville

was contrary to the duty of his said (Jllice, a breach of the high Trust

reposed in him, and a violation of the Laws and Statutes of the Keulm.

TuinD Article.—That after the passing of the said Act of Parliament

for better regulating the Office of the Treasurer of His Majesty's Xavy, and

after the said 10th day of January, 17f!o', and whilst tho sa:d Henry Lord

Viscount Melville held and enjoyed the said Office, large Sums of Money

were from time to time issued and paid to tiic Governor and Company of

the Bank of England, and placed on an Account raised in the Hooks of the

said Governor and Company with the said Henry Lord Viscount Melville,

entitled, " Right Honourable Henry Jmndas, Act of Parliament new

Account." And the said Alexander Trotter, under and by virtue of tho

said authority from the said Henry Lord Viscount Melville, did from the

said 10th day of January, 1786, during all the time the said Henry Lird

Viscount Melville afterwards continued to hold and enjoy the said Ouicv of

Treasurer of His Majesty's Xavy, draw upon the said Governor and Com

pany of the Bank of England for and on account of tho Mo:ncs m issued

and paid to them, and placed to the said Account so raised in their Boois,

X3ati.etblor.aioI. XIV. q
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with the said Henry Lord Viscount Melville, as such Treasurer as aforesaid :

and the said Alexander Trotter did receive and take large Sums of Mouev-

so drawn by him from the said Governor and Company of the Bank of

England as aforesaid.

That the said Henry Lord Viscount Melville did, after the said 10th day

of January, 1786, fraudulently and illegally permit and suffer the said

Alexander Trotter to place many of the said Sums of Money so drawn,

received, and taken by him from tne Governor and Company of the Bank

of England as aforesaid, in the hands uf Messrs. Thomas Coutts and Com

pany, the private Bankers of the said Alexander Trotter, in his own name

and at his own disposal: and the said Alexander Trotter did thereupon,

with the privity, by the connivance, and with the permission of the said

Henry Lord Viscount Melville, apjily and use the said last-mentioned Sums

of money, ur great part thereof, tor purposes of private advantage or

interest, profit and emolument, aud did place the said Sums of Money, or

a great part thereof, in the hands uf the said Messrs. Cuutts and Co., mixed

with and undistinguished from the proper Monies of the said Alexander

Trotter, whereby the said last-mentioned Sums of Money were m>t only

applied to and used for purposes of private advantage or interest, profit and

emolument, and for purposes other than Navy Services, but were also

exposed to great risk of loss, and were withdrawn from the controul and

disposiiion of the Treasurer of His Majesty's Navy; and'tlie said Henry

Lord Viscount Melville, by so conniving at and permitting and suffering the

Public Money to be withdrawn from the Bank of England, and used and

applied in manner aforesaid, acted in breach of (he great trust and confidence

reposed in him, in violation of the said Act of Parliament made for regu

lating his said Office, contrary to his duly, and against the Laws of tin's

Realm, and to the e\ il example of all persons entrusted in the great depart-

mentsof the Public Service with any controul over the application and expen

diture of the Public .Money.

Fourth Article.—That after the said ISth day of January, 173G, and

whilst the said Henry Lord Viscount Melville held and enjoyed the said

Office of Treasurer of His Majesty's N avy, he the said Henry Lord Viscount

Melville did fraudulently and illegally, for the purpose of advantage and

interest to himself, or for acquiring or obtaining profit or emolument

therefrom, or for some other corrupt or illegal purposes, and for purposes

other than Navy Services, take and receive from the Public Money placed

in his name at the Bank of England, as Treasurer of His Majesty's Navy,

the Sum of 10,0001., or some other large Sum or Sums of Money, and did

fraudulently and illegally convert and apply the same to his own use, or to

some other corrupt and illegal purposes.

That during the lime the said Alexander Trotter held and enjoyed the

said Othce of Paymaster to the said Henry Lord Viscount Melville »s

aforesaid, and vvhiist the said Henry Lord Viscount Melville held and

enjoyed the said Othce of Treasurer of His Majesty's Navy as aforesaid, he

the said Alexander- Trotter kept with the said Henry Lord Viscount

Melville an Account current, entered in certain Books of Account, con
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taining entries of all the Sums paid and received by the said Alexander %

Trotter on the account of the said Henry Lord Viscount Melville: and

Lv agreement between the said Henry Lord Viscount Melville and the

said Alexander Trotter, bearing date the 18th and 23d days of February, -

1R03, it is stated that they had either mutually delivered up to each

other, or resolved and agreed mutually to cancel or destroy, all the

Vouchers or other Memorandums and Writings that at any rime thereto

fore might have existed, passed, or been interchanged between than, re

lative to the saiil Accounts, and the different items and articles of which

the said Accounts were composed or consisted: and the said Books of

Account containing the said Account current, together with all Vouchers or

other Memorandums and Writings in the possession of the ^aid Alexander

Trotter, and also of the said ILury Lord Viscount Melville relative thereto,

Were burnt and destroyed by the said Henry Lord Viscount Melville and

Alexander Trotter: and the said stipulation contained in the said agreement

for the said Henry Lord Viscount Melville and Alexander Troucr mutually

delivering up to each other, or for mutually cancelling and destroying all

the said Vouchers, or other Memorandums or Writings relative to the said

Account, was so entered into; and the said Books ot Accounts, Vouchers,

Memorandums, and Writings, were so burnt and destroyed, with a view to

conceal and prevent the discovery of the several advances of Money made

by the said Alexander Trotter to the said Henry Lord Viscount Melville,

and of the several accounts or considerations for or upon which the same

were so advanced. All which conduct of the said Henry Lird Viscount

Melville was contrary to the duty of his said Othce, a breach of the high

Trust reposed in him, and a violation of the Laws and Statutes of this

Realm, and to the like evil example as aforesaid.

Fifth Article.—That after the said 10th day of January, 17!WS, and

whilst the said Alexander Trotter so continued the Pavrnaster of the said

Henry Lord Viscount Melville as afoie-aid, and with such privity, conni

vance, and permission as aforesaid, so applied and used the said Sums of

Money, or gre:it part thereof, for purposes of private advantage, profit, and

emolument, as aforesaid, the said Henry Lord Viscount Melville fraudu

lently concealing the illegal use and application of the si me, did procure,

obtain, and receive from the said Alexander Trotter, advances of sereral

large Sums of Money, which were made to him,' the said Henry Lord

Viscount Melville, by the said Alexander Trotter, in par; from Money so

as aforesaid illegally drawn by him, the said Alexander Trotter, from the

Governor and Company of the Bank of England, and in part from Sums of

Money so placed by the said Alexander Trotter in the hands of the said

Messrs. Coutts and Co. as aforesaid, when mixed with and undistinguished

from the proper Monies of the said Alexander Trotter : and for the pur

pose of more effectually concealing the sai l advances of Money, the said

Books of Accounts, Vouchers, Memorandums, and Writings, were so as

aforesaid burnt arid destroyed.

Sixth Article.—That amongst other advances of Money so as aforesaid

obtained and received by the said Henry I,ord Viscount Melville from the

said Alexander Trotter, the said Heury Lord Viscount Melville did pro
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cure, obtain, and receive from the sairl Alexander Trotter, a Sum of 22,0001.,

or some other large Sum or Sums of Money advanced by the said Alexander

Trotter to the said Henny Lord Viscount Melville, without interest; part

whereof was so advanced exclusively from Public Money so as aforesaid

illegally drawn from the Governor and Company of the Bank of England by

the said Alexander Trotter; and other part whereof was advanced from the

said Mixed lund, composed as well of Public Money so as aforesaid illegally

drawn by the said Alexander Trotter from the Governor and Companyof the

Bank of England, and placed by hiin in the hands of the said Messrs. CoutU

and Co. as aforesaid, as of the proper Monies of the said Alexander Trotter

in the hands of the said Messrs. Courts and Co., which had been mixed

therewith, and remained undistinguished therefrom: and for the purpose of

more effectually concealing the said advances of Money, the said Hooks of

Account, Vouchers, Memorandums, and Writings, w ere so as aforesaid burnt

end destroyed.

Seven hi Article.—That amongst other advances of Money so as afore-

laid obtained and received by the said Henry Lord Viscount Melville from

the said Alexander Trotter, the said Henry Lord Viscount Melville did

obtain and receive a Sum of y2,000l., or sonic other large Sum or Sums of

Money advanced to him by the said Alexander Trotter; and for which it luu

been alledged by the said Henry Lord Viscount Melville, that he was to pay

interest: and for the purpose of more effectually concealing the said last-

mentioncd advances of Money, the said Books of Account, Vouchers,

Memorandums and Writings, were so as aforesaid burnt and destroyed.

Eighth Article.—That during all or great part of the time the said

Alexander Trotter held and enjoyed the said Office of Paymaster to the said

Henry Lord Viscount .Melville as aforesaid, and the said Henry Lord Viscount

Melville held and enjoyed the said Office of Treasurer of His Majesty'»

Navy as aforesaid, he the said Alexander Trotter did gratuitously, and

without salary or other pecuniary compensation, act in and transact th*

private business of the said Henry Lord Viscount Melville, as his Agent, and

was from time to time in advance for the said Henry L>rd Viscount Mel

ville in that respect, to the amount of from 10,000 to 20,OO0L, or t<» some

other great amount; and which advances were taken from the s:iid Sums of

Money so placed by the sa d Alexander Trotter in the hands of the said

Messrs. Coutts and Co., consisting, in part, of Public Money drawn by him

from the Governor and Company of the ]^m)k of England as aforesaid, and

in part of his own Private Monies mixed therewith, and undistinguished

therefrom, as aforesaid: by means whereof the said Henry Lord Viscount

1 Melville did derive benefit and advantage from the aforesaid illegal acts of

the said Alexander Trotter.

Aud the said Alexander Trotter did so gratuitously, and without salary,

uct in and transact the private business of the said Henry Lord Viscount

Melville, and make him such advances ef Money as aforesaid, in considera

tion of the said Henry Lord Viscount Melville conniving at aud permitting

and suffering the said Alexander Trotter so as aforesaid to apply and make

itfe of the said Sums of Public Money so drawn by him from the Bank of
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England, and applied and appropriated for purposes of private advantage

or interest, profit and emolument, as aforesaid: and thq said Alexander

Tretter would n«t have been, and was well known to the said Henry Lord

Viscount Melville not to have been able to make such advances of Meney

to the said Henry Lord Viscount Melville as aforesaid, otherwise than from

and by means of the said Sums of Public Money so drawn by the said

Alexander Trotter from the Bank of England, with the privity, connivance,

and permission of the said Henry Lord Viscount Melville at aforesaid, and

applied by the said Alexander Trotter for purposes of private advantage,

interest, profit, and emolument: all which proceedings and conduct of the

said Henry Lord Y'iscount Melville were contrary to the duty of his said

Office, in breach of the great Trust reposed in him, and in gross violation

of the Laws and Statutes of this Realm: and by all and every one of the

aforesaid acts done and committed by him, the said Henry Lord Viscount

Melville, he was and is guilty of High Crimes and Misdemeanors.

CORRESPONDENCE.

MR. EDITOR,

*"J",H1£ following very curious Paper, drawn up during last War,

was in possession of a Naval Officer of Rank, and must

prove interesting to jour Readers. S. P.

Project for Inking Possession of the Kingdom of Chili, by the

Arms of His Britannic Majesty.

PROPOSALS of the nature of those I have now the honour to

present, are in general the fruit of the leisure of Statesmen, or of

Military Men. The profession of Commerce, however, in a Coun

try like this, necessarily opens the mind to extensive views; and

the transition is so easy from the practical to the speculative part,

that I trust I may be forgiven if 1 seem to have invaded a province

that does not properly belong to me.

My object is to point out the easy and certain means of acquiring

a Possession which cannot fail of opening a most lucrative and

extensive Trade to this Country; or, if this should be looked upon

as a consideration secondary to that of offering a most important

restitution to one of the Powers at War, flic alternative may by

adopted with great advantage at the time of a Treat) . »,

It would not be respectful to the judgment of those to whom

this Project is submitted, to enter into any general arguments to

prove the advantages of extending our Trade and increasing our

Industry. Theic are well known to bo the vital causes of thai,

7
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almost supernatural energy which this Country has shown in the

present Contest Our Naval Victories, which have raised the

reputation of our Arms, and secured the inviolability of our

Shores, maybe traced to Commercial Sources ; and their brilliancy

will not be tarnished by owning the origin from whence they flow.

The Bolts of War are forged on our Anvils, and the Banners of

Victory are woven in our Looms.

It is humbly submitted, that the following Plan will open Com

mercial Views of a new and extensive nature, and will afford an

opportunity, at a small expense of Men and Money, for the further

display of British Energy and National Enterprizc.

The Invasion of Egypt by the French employed 35,000 Men,

14 Sail of the Line, and a proportion of Frigates.—A large num

ber of their most valuable Officers, and the reputation of the

Government, were staked on the success, and the attention of

Europe was fixed on the event, of this formidable Expedition. It

is impossible to determine what may be their ulterior design ; but

it ii humbly conceived that their present fortune would be equalled,

and their future prospects surpassed, by the operation of a Force

not exceeding 5,500 Men, 3 Ships of the Line, and 3 Frigates,

of the Troops and Fleet of His Majesty. The advantages to be

derived from this Enterprizc ; the prospect of success ; the means

of making good the expenses of the Expedition to the Public, shall

now be entered upon, as well as the numbers and description of

the Force by Sea and Land, the season for the Enterprizc, the

Points of re-union, and that of Attack. But previously to this

statement, I should wish to premise a few words on the reasons

which have induced me to prefer the Kingdom of Chili, as the

object of an Enterprizc, to any other of the Provinces of South

America. To this purpose I shall beg leave to give a short Extract

from the Voyage of a late, and, in this instance, a disinterested

Navigator, w ho lias visited, as a Politician and Philosopher, that

part of the South American Coast.

" There is not," says M. Pcrouse, M a soil in the Universe more

fertile than that of Chili. Corn yields sixty for one. The Vine

yards are equally productive; and the Plains are covered with

innumerable Hocks, which multiply beyond all conception, though

abandoned entirely to themselves. The common price of a fat ox

is eight dollars ; that of a sheep, three quarters of a dollar; but

there 'are no purchasers, and the Natives are accustomed every

year to kill a great number of oxen, of w hich the hides and tallow

are alone preserved, and sent to Lima. There is no particular
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disease incident to the Country; but one which I dare not name

is very common. Those whq are fortunate enough to escape it

Jive to a very great age. There arc at Conception several persons

who have completed a century. This Kingdom, of which the pro

ductions, if carried to their highest pitch, would feed half Europe ;

of which the wool would suffice for the Manufacturers of France

and England ; and of which the cattle, if salted down, would pro,

duce an immense revenue. This Kingdom, I say, is totally

destitute of Commerce. Four or five small Vessels arrive every

year from Lima, with sugar, tobacco, and a few articles manufac

tured in Europe, which " the unfortunate Inhabitants are obliged

to purchase at the second or third hand ; and after duties have been

paid at Cadiz, at Lima, and lastly, on entering Chili, they give in

exchange wheat, which is so cheap, that the Cultivator feels no

desire to cultivate his waste Lands, tallow, hides, and a few

planks."

The Expeditions that have been hitherto directed against the

'Continent of South America have been so trifling aud nugatory,

that they appear rather to have been intended as vexatious and

predatory, than as the firm and vigorous efforts of a great Nation

against a powerful Enemy. They have been ill-timed as to sea

sons, and ill-imagined as to their objects. In consequence, they

have uniformly failed. In the Expedition against Omoa half of

the Europeans who landed died in six weeks ; but of the Negroes

very few, and not one out of 200 who were Africans born. In

that directed against St. Juan none of the Europeans retained their

health, while the greater part of the Negroes returned to Jamaica

in as good health as they left it.—In both cases the British Troops

had to war with a Climate which no European constitution could

bear; and even if they had succeeded in the first instance, a con

stant waste of Men, and the necessity of a perpetual supply, would

have been the inevitable consequence. The Kingdom of Chili, on

the contrary, offers a Climate, the salubrity of which is not to be

surpassed, and scarcely to be equalled by any Country in the old

AVorld ; while the abundance of its resources, as to grain, cattle,

horses, mules, wine, hemp, and many other articles of necessity

and comfort, render it to a philosophic eye a much more tempt

ing prey, than those Countries which so far exceed it in gold and

silver. It is indeed the comparative want of those articles that,

in the opinion of the Proposer, gives it a decided preference ; as

that very circumstance awakens a hope of our being able to retain

it after a Peace. Here, however, it may be necessary to observe,
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that by the Kingdom of Chili is meant only the extent of Coast

from the River Biobio, (which forms the Boundary to the South,

agreed upon between the Spanish Government and the Indians,)

to the Desert of Atacamas. This Territory may be estimated at

about 700 miles in length, and 90 in breadth : an extent most

assuredly far exceeding the cultivated parts of Egypt.

This Kingdom of Chili is in fact the Granary which supplies th«

apparently rich Country of Peru with the necessary article of

wheat. At the Port of Valparaiso it is sold for exportation to

Lima at so low a price, that the Freight from Chili, to Peru (a short

Coasting Voyage of 400 leagues) considerably more than doubles

the original purchase. We may here take occasion to observe, that

although a bushel of wheat at Valparaiso sells for one dollar, or

4s. 6d. English money, it is by no means to be inferred that this is

not an extremely low price, when compared with the average

Talue of grain in Europe. A pound of iron, which in this Country

is purchased for one penny, brings one dollar at Chili. It would

be therefore as unphilosophical in us to form our judgment of th<L

price of grain in Chili, from the ratio of silver that is required to

purchase it there, as it would be in a Chilese to estimate the com

parative value of our grain from the number of pounds of iron

required to purchase, or to give in exchange for, a bushel of wheat

here. In estimating the value of this, and every other commodity

at Chili, we must indeed be careful to keep in view the low price

of silver and gold in that Country; or, in other words, the abun

dance of the articles which form the common media of exchange.

To an Enropcan ear the number of dollars will by no means con

vey a just idea of the commodity for which they arc given in South

America; and we can arrive at the true criterion only by attending

to the relative value which the productions of different Countries

bear to the prices of labour in the Country where they arise.

Thus in Great Britain we know that a common labourer, by the

severest exertion, is unable to earn 3s, 6</. per diem, or half a

bnshol of wheat. But the loiterer in Chili, who amuses himself in

washing the sands of the Uivers, is able to obtain in two days the

value of a dollar in gold dust. Here then we sec the comparative

cheapness of the article of wheat by the little expense of manual

labour at which it is procured.

OC the advantages to be derived from the Enferprize, I beg leave

to represent, that the procuring a Port for the South Whale

Fishery (which might be carried on to great advantage,) close to

all the Shores of Chili, cither on the Continent, in the Island o.f
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Chiloe, or even at J uan Fernandez, would be no inconsiderable

object; though much inferior to that of being able to disseminate

onr Manufactures through the wide extent of South America by

means of the Indians; and, by introduciug them at a cheap rate,

to excite a more general taste for them through the Country.

Notwithstanding the geographical position, the Regions even

under the Equator, by their great elevation, require all the warmth

of European clothing ; while the Towns and more polished parts

of the Country would demand a very large supply of the finer

goods of Europe and India,

To whichever of the fabrics of the latter description, whether to

the firm textures of India, or to the cheaper and almost equally

specious imitations of them made in England, the taste of the

Natives might incline, the advantage would be equally great. By

absorbing a large quantity of the goods of India, the competition

between these articles and the manufactures of Great Britain would

he lessened ; or by occasioning an additional demand for the

latter, the dissatisfaction of the Manufacturers at home would be

obviated. Even should a decided preference be given to the for

mer, and though the European importation of them should not be

lessened, we could not justly envy either that or any other advantage

to a Country from which w« draw such ample supplies. Even the

importation of tea into Chili, though not an immediate branch of

Trade from this Country or its Indian Possessions, might, how-

ever, prove of essential service, as giving employment and offering

encouragement to a vast number of Seafaring People in the car

rying a Trade avowedly of the utmost consequence to a Nation

whose very existence depends on the strength of its Navy, and a

supply of active and experienced Seamen. Our woollen, iron,

steel, lead, cutlery, hardware, watches, glasses, hats, and the

infinite variety of articles which fashion or example might intro

duce; conveyed from Chili to Peru and Mexico, and over the

Andes to Buenos Ayres, and Paraguay, on droves of mules,

(which is become a separate and considerable branch of Trade),

would appear like gilts to a People who have hitherto only

received them loaded with the multiplied exactions of the Ports of

Cadiz, Vera Cruz, Limn, and Conception, and which have put

them beyond the reach of the greater part of the People. The

policy of Spain has not seen the advantage of preferring a small

gain on an immense population, to an exorbitant monopoly

operating on a few: in consequence, the revenues of Chili do not

cover the expense of its Civil and Military Establishment, though

Mat. «&ton. aof. XIV. b
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the latter, according to the largest statement, does not exceed,

independent of the Garrison of Valdivia, 12-10 Men.

The returns to Britain would be chiefly in gold and silver, and

the wool of the Vigogna, Lima, and Pacao ; which would give a

new value to our great staple, (which exists at present by the

sufferance of the export of Spanish wool), and in some other matters

of curiosity. I must not however omit the bark of Peru, so cele

brated in medicine.

The Commerce between Chili and India would be carried on in

all the variety of cottons; in shawls, sugar, spices, and tobacco;

and the returns made in gold, silver, dried fruits, leather, and cop.

per, of most excellent quality. The quantity of this might be

regulated, and would not interfere with the Exports of the Eist

India Company, as a certain quantity of fine copper- of Japan is

constantly imported into India.

Chili would send corn, wine, butter, salt meat, fruits, leather,

and hemp, to the Cape of Good Hope. It may be doubted whe-

ther it would be prudent to discourage the produce of that Country ;

but no disadvantage could arise from its being known to the Dutch

Settlers, that such things might be easily procured if they did not

supply them. I know of nothing that the Cape has to give them in

return.

The Island of St. Helena might be cheaply and abundantly sup

plied with all kinds of provisions, and the Settlement in New South

Wales might receive from Chili numberless articles of grain and

cattle, of which it cannot as yet produce a sufficient quantity to

maintain its Inhabitants.

[To be concluded in our next.]

MR. EDITOR,

TT F the accompanying gives satisfaction, it will please your well-

A wisher, T. M. B.

Royal -Marines.

IT is the Inscription on the Stone placed over the Remains of

Admiral Benbow, in Kingston Church, Jamaica; his Grave lies

near the Altar, in the middle Aisle, which rises one or two steps

about twelve feet before you arrive at the railing; it is a plain

blue Stone, laid horizontally ; on the head of it, and in a circle, are

his Arms, which chiefly consist of bended Bows and Arrows; the

representation of which I forgot to sketch when I copied the

following Inscription :—
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HERE LIE THE REMAIN'S
i

OF

JOHN BENBOW, Esq.

ADMIRAL OF THE WHITE;

A true pattern of British Courage, who lost his Life in defence

of his Queen and Country, Nov. 4, A.D. 1702, of a wound

received in his leg in an Engagement with Monsieur du Cassc.

He died lamented. -

PHILOSOPHICAL PAPERS.

Letter from Mr. Thomas Earnshaw to Sir Charles

Middleton, Bart.

SIR, No. 119, High Holborn, Nov. 27, 1797.

one of the Commissioners of Longitude, I take the liberty

to send you a Copy of my Petition, which I mean to lay

before the Honourable Board at their next meeting.

I have to hope you will not think the same too tedious, as the

length of it is owing to the many facts which it contains,' so

necessary to prove the justness of my claim to public reward.

In the year 1790, I presented a Petition to the Board, which

I was so unfortunate as to have misunderstood : to prevent a

similar accident to my present Petition, I have sent a Copy to

each Member, that they may peruse the same at their leisure,

and have an opportunity of making themselves thoroughly

acquainted with its contents, being well satisfied of the support

of every Member, as far as the grounds of my claim shall appear

just.

On reading the printed observations of Sir Joseph Banks, on

Mr. Mudge's Petition to Parliament, I find the following:—•'

" That if Mr. Arnold could only have received common Salvage

for the Ships that have been saved from Shipwreck by the use

of his instruments, there is little doubt that he would at this time

have been, in point of pecuniary circumstances, much above

demanding, or receiving a reward, even out of the money of the

Nation."
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If the above observation in respect to Mr. Arnold is just,

which it roost certainly is, with how much more force does it

apply to roe, the rates of whose Time-keepers have so far

excelled Mr. Arnold's, I must leave to the good sense and

justice of the Honourable Board to determine.

And am, with great respect,

Your most obedient humble Servant,

Sir Choria MMWtm, han., THOMAS EARNSHAW.

Admiral of the White Squadron.

The humble Petition of Thomas Earnshaw to the Right

Honourable and Honourable the Commissioners of Lon

gitude.

my lords and gentlemen,

IN the year 1791 I petitioned this Honourable Board, most

humbly praying that they would be pleased to grant me some aid,

agreeable to the Act of Parliameut, to enable me to persevere in

my pursuits and experiments for the better discovery of the Lon

gitude by Time-keepers, which aid I did not obtain, and had the

mortification of seeing the Pieces of Mr. Josiah Emery, an inferior

Mechanic, accepted and tried before mine, which I confess Tery

much damped my ardour, and laid me under the necessity of

obeying the common and ordinary calls of my business, such as

making common clocks and watches, and mending old ones, for my

support. My time being thus taken up, has caused many to

observe, that I might have been much better employed, and more to

the service of the Public, as the Time-keepers I have made fully

prove ; and thus being obliged to follow the common tract of my

business for want of aid, verifies the assertion made by the Com

mittee of the House of Commons appointed to try the merits of

Mr. Mudge's Petition, who said, " that it was to be feared few

Artists would quit the certain gains of their profession, to enter into

things so discouraging and precarious : " but seeing the reward

given by Parliament to Mr. Mudge, spurred me on, and awakened

that spirit which had long slept : this, together with the bad going

of Mr. Emery's Time-keepers, made me resolve to offer to the

Reverend Dr. Maskelyne, Astronomer Royal, one of my Time

keepers for trial, which he accepted, on the 4th day of January,

1796, and compared it daily for twelve months, agreeable to tfcw

Act of Parliament ; and if held to the strict letter of the Act,
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allowing no rate, my Time-keeper has gone greatly within the

narrowest limits of the Act; as its greatest error, from mean time

in twelve months, is only 1' 56" 46 ; whereas the Act only demands

the Time-keeper should not err two minutes in six months, and

gives a reward of ten thousand pound*.

But if a rate is to be assumed for the Time-keeper, then I believe

it will be found not to have exceeded the widest limits of the Act,

which gives a reward of five thousand pounds. I am well aware

the Act demands two Time-keepers to be tried for two years, and

that I hare only delivered one to the Astronomer Royal, and that

has been only tried for one year: the greatest objection therefore

that can be made on this head is, that I have only performed one

fourth of the task prescribed by the Act. If so, I hope this

Honourable Board will think it fair that I should receive one

fourth of the wages so allowed by the Act, which says, " if at a

future period the full terms of the Act shall be performed, then th«

sum or sums before granted, to be a part of the whole." But oa

further consideration, when one Time-piece is made, and has

undergone two trials in the East Indies under the care of Captain

Gray, of the Rose, East Indiaman, and found to answer his utmost

wishes, as well as this last trial made by the Astronomer Royal,

I trust this Honourable Board will allow that its good going

depends on its principle, and not on accident, and that consequently

the greatest part of the work is done, as certainly the main part

lies in the invention ; and as further proof of this, 1 beg leave to

mention the going of the other two Pieces of the same construction,

one of which has been tried by Captain Simpson, of the Carron,

East Indiaman, who says in his letter to me, " Your Time-keeper

has measured three times the circuit of India, and once to China,

within the error of thirteen miles, which is more than I ever knew

any one do before." Another, tried by Mr. Butt, a Gentleman of

Science, living in Dover Place, Newington, tried for two years

successively, and has kept within the limits of the Act : and as this

last tried by the Astronomer Royal has gone better than those

made by the late Mr. Mudge, in the proportion of two and five,

I flatter myself that this Honourable Board will think it a just

ground for the hopes of reward: and this better going of my

Time-keeper fully proves the justice of the assertion made by a

Member of this Honourable Board, saying, " that to reward

Mr. Mudge, would evidently be rewarding the inferior and neg.

leering the superior Mechanic."

Having in this last, and many other trials of my Time-keepers,
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fully proved their superiority over those made by the late Mr.

Mudge, not only for their better going, but their cheapness, on

account of the simplicity of their construction, which renders their

performance much more to be depended on : this being so -well

proved to many who have tried them, I am persuaded by my

friends to petition this Honourable Board.

And do therefore most humbly pray of you, my Lords

and Gentlemen, that you^will be pleased to take the

going of my Time-piece, lately tried by the Astronomer

Royal, into consideration, and grant me such aid or

reward for the same as in your wisdom and liberality

shall seem meet respecting myself: well assured, that

such of you, my Lords and Gentlemen, as were for

rewarding Mr. Mudge, on account of the good going of

his Time-keepers, will be as warm Advocates for me.

- THOMAS EARNSHAW,

119, High Holborn; Nov. 87, 1797.

MY LORDS AND GENTLEMEN,

IT may be necessary, in addition to the above, for me to say

something of the superiority of my Time-keepers over those made

by Mr. Arnold ; I have therefore to observe, that in the year 1791,

Captain bligh having obtained leave of the Admiralty to purchase

a Time-keeper, at his request a trial was made by the Astronomer

Royal of my Time-keepers against Mr. Arnold's : mine were three

small pocket Time-keepers, at the very low price of forty guineas

each ; Mr. Arnold's were three box Time-keepers, suspended in

gimbols, at the price of eighty guineas each, two of which he mad*

for this Honourable Board, ordered for the use of the unfortunate

Mr. Gooch ; and although my Time-keepers were so small, and only

at half the price of Mr. Arnold's, they were found to go better

than his ; and one of mine was taken by Captain Bligh on that

account.

The Astronomer Royal thought proper to purchase one of the

above-mentioned pocket Time-keepers of mine for this Honourable

Board, for the use of Mr. Gooch on his then intended Voyage.

This small Time-keeper, though almost constantly worn in the

pocket, was found, during that Voyage, far to excel Mr. Arnold's

box Time-keepers, which were always kept in a horizontal posi

tion. This decided superiority of my Time-keeper can be proved by

Mr. Whitby, Master of His Majesty's Ship the Discovery, who

received the Time-keepers after the decease of Mr. Gooch ; and

who, in consequence of its superiority, sent an order to me by
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Lieutenant, now Captain Broughton, for one of the same sort,

which Captain Broughton took with him in the Ship Providence,

when he last sailed from England: Captain Broughton likewise

took with him a new box Time-keeper of Mr. Arnold's, at eighty

guineas price ; and here again is another decisive proof in mg

favour, as the Pieces of mine which were tried in this Voyage with

Captain Broughton, were found to excel Mr. Arnold's, which can

be proved by letters from Mr. Crosby, Astronomer on board the

same Ship.

Another comparative trial happened at the Royal Observatory,

Greenwich, between a small pocket Timekeeper of mine at the

price of thirty-five guineas, against another box Time-keeper of

Mr. Arnold's, at the price of eighty guineas. On the excellent

going of this box Time-keeper Mr. Arnold made great boast,

saying it had gone better than any Time-keeper whatever 5 but on

comparing its rate with that of my little cheap Watch, it was found

to be inferior to it, although Mr. Arnold's held » most capital

rate. This Time-keeper of Mr. Arnold's was immediately afterw ards

taken on a Voyage to the East Indies by Captain Cheap, of the

Britannia, East India Ship, and unfortunately for Mr. Arnold, a

Mr. Barrow, then Chief Mate of the Britannia, but now Captain

of the said Ship, had another little Time-keeper of mine at the price

of thirty-five guineas, which likewise excelled Mr. Arnold's; so

that this boasted box Time-keeper of Mr.' Arnold's, at eighty

guineas, was beaten by two small pocket Time-keepers of mine at

the low price of thirty-five guineas. From these and many other

proofs which I can give, if called on, of a decided superiority over

Mr. Arnold, I trust, that as Mr. Arnold has received great sums

of money from this Honourable Board, on account of his abilities,

that they will not suffer superior merit to go unrewarded.

In July 1796 another comparative trial was demanded by the

Admiralty, of the excellence of the Time-keepers of the following

different makers:—Arnold, Mudge, Brockbaok, Barrand, and

myself. This demand has been fulfilled, and the trial made by Mr.

Whitby, onboard the Sans Pareillc, and reported to the Admiralty

accordingly : the result is, that a common Time-keeper of mine, at

the price of sixty-five guineas, has beat them all, although the price

of three of those tried against mine was ninety guineas each. Lord

Hugh Seymour had likewise a small pocket Watch of mine, at the

price of twenty guineas only, which was not inferior in going to

those expensive machines made by my antagonists.

I was informed by the Astronomer Royal, at the last meeting of
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■this Honourable Board, an objection was made against rewarding

me on the following head:—" That there were many Time-keeper

makers, and the prices they charged for them were a sufficient reward,

without bestowing any of the public ones." To this I answer,

that the prices charged for Time-keepers are no more than to pro

duce the ordinary profits of the trade as on other articles ; and the

reason there are so many maker*, is owing to the simplicity und

excellence of (he plan on which I have constructed them, which

renders them so cheap, and easy to be made, and which has

brought them into such general use ; and surely the Man who has

done this is more deserving of public reward than those who have

■pent the main part of their lives in making only four machines,

to complex as to prevent accurate going, and so expensive as to

render it impossible for them ever to come into general use ; and

as all the Time-keepers that are now made of any note are made on

my plan, by Arnold, Brockbank, Barrand, and others, however

well they may go, it is still doing honour to, and proving the

excellence of my Invention, and I am therefore persuaded that

after this explanation this Honourable Board will not urge that as

a reason against me, which ought to give me the strongest claim

to public favour ; namely, that of having by the labour and study

of eight years invented and brought into general use Time-keepers

so simple and excellent, which have been repeatedly proved to bo

much better and cheaper than all others, and upon a construction

which is now followed, used, and copied by the Trade.

Note.—Mr. Harrison spent forty-five years in bringing his plan to

bear; the price of his machines were ten times that of mine. Mr.

Mudge spent twenty years in the same pursuit, and the price of his

machines arc three times that of mine, and are proved to be much

inferior to those made by me. THOMAS EARNSHAW.

AMIDST the Reform which is at present going on in

every part of our Naval Department, we have thought it would

prove particularly interesting, especially to our Professional

Readers, to peruse some Extracts from a Book long since out

of print, entitled Naval Speculations, and Maritime Politicks :

being > a modest and brief Discourse of the Royal Nary of

England, and of its (Economy and Government, by Henry

Maydman, 1691. Dedicated to the Earl of Pembroke,

First Lord of the Admiralty'.
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These Extracts are taken from the third Drvision of Mr.

Maydman's excellent Work, (page 6l,) entitled The Yards; and

also from the eighth Division, (page 229,) styled, Of the

Seminaryfor Breeding and Maintaining of Seamen.

1. The Commissioner.

1. The Clerk of the Checqut.

3. The Mct- ter- Builder.

4. The Store-Keeper.

5. The Master-Attendant.

6. The Clerk of the Survey.

7. Tlte Warrant-Officers in Ordinary.

8. The Purveyors.

First—The Commissioners formerly, if a Captain brought in

his Ship, and was ordered to turn over his Company into another ;

the Commissioner seeing the emergency of the occasion, and that

it was for the advancement of the Service; and that his Hands

were enough to clear the former Ship, and fit her for the Dock

against the approaching Spring, or to clean her on the ways;

and, at the same time, also to ballast, rig, and store the other,

that so the Service might not be impeded or disappointed, the

Hands at the Dock prepared, and the Dock to receive her : I say,

that they be not forced to be employed another way, and the Dock

lie void, and a Ship full of Stores and Tackle lie by, for want of

Hands to clear her : the Commissioner would immediately, either

by word of mouth, or order in writing, order, that so many of

such a Ship's Hands do this, and so many that, which was

accordingly done : but of late, other proceedings have been, and

clean contrary : nay, I doubt, to further the Service, the Com

missioner hath been constrained to advance the money imprcsted

for the Yard, to pay the Men for doing it: and also, the Captain

to refuse to let some of his Men to hoist out the provisions, which

he left in the former, to put into the new-fitted Ship, without

money to pay his Men for it; if the Commissioner have protested

he had no money, the thing so lies undone, and the provision lion

in the Ship, until his good-will comes, or that he could not victual

the other without it ; and, at last, sendcth some Hands for some

of it; and the rest, with the ballast, guns., and stores, lies in her

till she have slipt one Spring; and, with very great difficulty, may

Art. G&tort. Sol. XIV. i
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be gotten mto the Docks the last Tide of the second Spring, the

Dock lying empty all that w hile, and the Hands prepared for her,

for a shift, turned to some other work. O prodigious proceedings !

by one handful may be known the whole sack.

How far a Commissioner's authority runs in respect to a Captain

now, T do not pretend to know; but formerly 1 have known it

extended even to the ordering all his Ship's Company in Harbour,

as he thought good, for the advancement of the Service: nay, if

the Captain (in spleen) would under-rate any Officer, Seaman, or

Servant, to prejudice him, the Commissioner would do him right;

and if the Captain should abuse any Officer, or use any unreason

able. Command towards any Officer, or any of his Company, upon

his first knowledge thereof, he would reprehend the Captain ; and

if that were not enough, he would acquaint the Admiralty there

with, and become an Advocate to procure justice for the wronged

Party. I am sure he is sworn to do justice, as a Justice of Peace

is, and to act so between the King and Subject, in all matters

under his cognizance ; and the like between Subject and Subject,

or else I am mistaken. But if the Captain's Commission be now

too high for his reach, I know not, but will refer it to those who

gave them both. But this I know, that the Service is lame, and

halts shrewdly thereby.

The Commissioners of the Yards have been of great use and

service to the affair; but how they an* now, I have so lately given

you a handful out of a full sack, that there is no farther need to

declare.

Secondly—I come now to the Clerk of the Checque, who is an

Officer of great trust, and musters and checques all Men, both in

the Yard Harbour, and adjacent Roads, where he can come conve

niently, as his instructions import: he casts up all Men's wages for

their Services ; makes and delivers books for their quarterly pay

ment, and checques all absent time : he makes out bills for all

manner of Stores : he gives Warrants to the Victuallers, to isska

victuals to all Ships' Companies, both ordinary and extraordinary,

called Petty Warrants; and he is the Cashier to pay all contingen

cies of the Yard, viz. petty einptions, and all other emptions and

contingent charges; and the Commissioner's bills, with the Parties'

receipts, are his vouchers, to clear the imprest bills granted him,

which are great sums. His Office consists of many intricate and

difficult parts, and requires an expert Clerk ; one that knows the

rules and methods of the Navy ; a Man of good judgment in

business, sharp-sighted, and crafty, to prevent the shifts, shams,
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and cosenagcs, th,at else will be put upon him ; of skill to dis

cern the goodness and right qualities of tfie Stores served in ; to

be vigilant, and watchful, that the Men be not out of the Yard

when they should be at work ; or purloining and embezzling the

King's goods ; nor be not in their beds, or at ale-houses, whilst

they should be attending the work of their nights and tides, and

yet be paid for it : and, in fine, to be a vigilant, painful, honest,

and witlial a very just Man ; or else he may do many Men much

'wrong, and discourage many good Men.

This Officer is of that general use, that he had need be endowed

with as many good parts as can be found to be gathered into one

Man ; I mean, endowments of the soul ; as, faith, justice, charity,

and all spiritual graces : and of the mind ; as wisdom, patience,

affability, and all the intellectual graces: and of the body; as

temperance, chastity, labour, and industry, vigilance, and careful

ness ; and a true observer of the methods and rules of the Navy

and Yards ; aud no breaker of those rules, that are prescribed him

in bis instructions, which are, or should be, as a tabic of command

ments to him ; and, in fine, if he be not well skilled and qualified,

as he is in a station of much service, so may be do much dis-ser-

vice. As for instance, if he be a Man of no skill or knowledge

in Maritime Affairs, (viz. a mere novice to all that Affair,) no good

Clerk nor Accomptant ; and in the general of negociating, and

doing of business, a novice ; that is incapability enough to make

him useless ; and rather, nay, is extreme hurtful to the Affair.

For, if the King must put in novices, and pupils, into places of

business and trust, and to endure the damages that ensue by it, and

wait for their improvement, and fitness for.it; then Children were

fitter for it, they may come to maturity; but if to the other

\inqualifications, he be fraughted with ill temper, peevishness,

creeping hypocrisy, passionate, troublesome, malicious, and re

vengeful, full of tricks, intrigues, and designs, self-conceitedness,

angry with one that does not flatter him, and that hath not the

same opinion of him that he hath of himself; plotting and design

ing to enrich himself by new methods of his Office, breaking his

instructions like cobwebs, with whom lies, and denials of truth,

are as frequent as kisses at a wedding ; and, in fine, makes

every one swear^to negociate with him, to save himself harmless ;

except he learn to procure, and have ready in his pocket, the key

to unlock his temper, to have a dispatch suitable to his time and

pecasion ; I say, such a Man is put in the fair road to do exceeding;

great damages to. the Affair: but to particularize the evils ensuing,
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were too tedious to number ; and therefore I will leave him in

the good conceit he hath, that he that preferred him will not fail

to support him : let business either truckle or slide, his ends and

designs are sure to effect. I must needs say then, that the weight

of the burthen is too heavy for the Xation to bear; and will make

it gro.in, if many such arc shuffled into business of moment, to serve

private ends.

Thirdly—The Master Builder, who has the over-sight, and all

the direction and contrivance of the building of all Ships, Boat?,

Vessels, Docks, &c. under the inspection of sthe Surveyor, and

Helps : he hath a sufficient Architecture, called his Assistant,

Foreman, Master Ca;ilkcr, Master Joiner, Master Boat Builder,

Master Mast Maker ; and all, in their distinct Stations, execute

his orders, and arc material instruments under him, to carry on the

machines, which he receives orders for from above. Yet he is not

so absolute, but the Commissioner upon the place is his superior

Officer, and may "supersede, if he sees necessary ; and is an over

seer and comptroller of him," and all other Officers in the Yard:

obedience he may command ; but let him take care it be for the

promotion ;ind advantage of the Service, and all is right.

This Master Builder, I say, is the head of all the Shipwrights,

Mast Makers, Joiners, Boat Builders, Carvers, Painters, &c, and

is a most material Officer of trust ; he and his Assistant, signing

for all materials to the Storekeeper, for the issuing them : who

appropriates and appoints what Services they are issued for, by

notes, or bills of issues, by his Clerk allowed him, with an Office

for that purpose. Yet I take notice of an error in it; viz. that

although he does give a bill for the said issues, and therein specify

for what Ship, &c. it is to be expended upon ; and the accounts

for that work are so placed on the said Ship, or work, with the

wages thereon, in the accounts sent to the Surveyors' Office: yet

it is not practised to take the Parties' hands to the receipt of the

said materials issued, who receives them, viz. the Carpenters of the

Ships, Foremen, or Overseers of the said work ; so that they

know not what orders of appropriation are issued for that use;

and thereby is left a latitude, to divert the said materials to any

other use, and may prove a great abuse to that Ship or work ; and

may make it swell in the Surveyor's Office, wheic the Board has

only the view for their satisfaction, to give the Admiralty account

thereof: and I may say, be a disestimafion on the Contractors for

the former building, or repairing the said Ship or work, and prove

to be an untrue representation of the Affairs to the Board and
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Admiralty; and is an open door for many evils to enter at, which

otherwise might be shut. The evils are too many for me to mention,

but may easily be conjectured.

And here I cannot let slip one great evil in the Navy, vii.

That a Ship which has been built out of the King's Yards, when

she comes into the said Yards to be repaired, she shall be cobled

up, and disregarded, and disparaged at a strange rate by every

Builder, Assistant, Foreman, nay, every ordinary Shipwright, in

favour and imitation of what their Master Builder saith of her;

even he, I say, hath also a stone to cast at her ; and all this happens

to her, because he that built her is not in request in the King's

Service at that time: but if he were, then may he write to that

Dock and Yard to be kind to her ; and by that is understood the

meaning, viz.fto give her due repairs, and to spare no costs to fit

her forth. But if she hath no Friends, as I said, or Father, (as they

•call it,) she may be had into the Dock, and bungled up at a

slighting rate, and turned out again, without having her full

repairs and adornings, and put on float to be done there; the

which often lies undone, and she is left open for the weather to

destroy her: her scuppers also may be left unset, whereby the

water runs down her timbers years together ; the bolts undrove ;

not coats for the masts, nor tarpaulins to keep her dry; also not

good caulking, and abundance of work undone; the which the

Builder says he can do in an instant; but the Ship being not

wanted to be immediately fitted out, she is thus laid by ; and the

Builder certifies to the Board that she is ready for the Sea, when

she wants two or three hundred pounds worth of work to be done

to her; and when she is ordered to the Seas the work is to do:

and so do they work over one another's backs, and hinder each

other; which is a loss to the Kins, and a great cause why Ships

are so long equipping, there being a mystery under it, which ought

to be discovered.

Now all this while here is a latitude left by this method, as I

spake of, for the iron work, timber, and materials, &c, to be

spent on a beloved or a favourite Ship, as they call it, and placed

to the account of the other, Who all this while lies rotting and

decaying shamefully, for want of careful preventions.

As for the preservation of Ships after built, I account it the most

necessary and needful charges, and that ought most especially to be

regarded, before the building of new Ships; tor every hundred

pounds well laid oat for preservation of Ships, is of more service

than two thousand pounds laid out upon new Ships, let it be



managed ne»er so, well : for I would fain know wherein the wis

dom and prudence of that- Man lies, who, having two houses

required for his use, of equal bigness, they being in decay, and

that every hundred, pound laid out upon repairs of one of tliem,

tarns, to more account for his profit, and readier fop his use, than

five hundred pound laid out upon a new one : and the other being

lately repaired, or built, and wants only some small expense* to be.

upon it, to preserve it for his use, at all times of need to be ready \

and every hundred pound he layeth out upon that's preservation,

turns to his account of profit more than two thousand, pound laid

out towards building a new one : and yet notvt itbstancting he w ill

neglect the other, and build it new : for that his chief Steward, or

else his Master-workman, has blinded hi» chief Steward, who have

fauge private interests in the building of new, or else their interest

runs like two lines from the circumference to the centre. I cannot

forbear to he thus plain, that Nary Ships, I fear, have been too

much neglected in their preservation, and that Builders have not

been without their blame; and tlmt ho small intrigues are, and

have been, carried oa for the building and repairing of Ships, I am

veil satisfied thereof. .

X confess this matter, as many particulars of great weight, and

also that of the Purveyors and Contractors, may require a long

discourse, and would be matter of discovery of divers mysteries;

hut because 1 have an eye to my former promise, not to expose the

Affair, nor any person therein, to the view of the World ; and that

\ do not affect tbo title of an informer ; but so as to cast a willing

mite into the Treasury, for the support of the order and govern

ment of the Navy, whereby it might be easier maintained (as to

the vast expense, aud immense charge thereof) by the Nation, and;

serve the right ends: via. to preserve and maintain the honour, and

wealth of the Nation; and by a progression to increase it, that

they be not obnoxious to the insulting, or conquest, of their

neighbours, who design no less, which is my chief end herein.

Nom' as for the Builders, Assistants, Master Caulkers, Master

Joiners, Master Mast Maker, Master Boat Builder, Master

House Carpenter, Shipwrights, Labourers, Sawyers, Tool Grin

ders, and Setters, and all tlie Artificers and Workmen, belonging

to tho respective Works, being under the inspection of the Master

Builder and Assistants, having not time to descend into small

particulars, I will say no more here: but that the Master Carver,

Anchorsmith, Locksmith, Painter, and Purveyor of small Stores,

«r petty emptions, they being all Contractors; i will say only as |
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befere said of the riglit appropriations of the Stores, -and tme

qualifications thereof, that the door be that against any evils that

inay come in by fraud, or wrong application of the said Works:

which brings me,

Fourthly—To the Store-keeper's Office, who is also of great

trust in his receipts and issues of all manner of Stores; who gives

also security for his Office, to pass his accounts, debtor and cue.

ditor, with the Clerk Surveyor, or with the Clerk of the ComptroU,

which was an Officer settled of late years m every Yard, and a

Head Office thereof at London. And therein was found out an

employment for a Commissioner of the Board ; but that being osdy

a branch of the Surveyor's Office, it never appeared to me of any

use; but as hiring Men to mud the water, so it hath been for some

time since discontinued at the Yards: but the Office aloft is run.

tiaued ; where many lines and columns of Stores are made, for the

balancing of Store-keepers' accounts: yet that heretofore, and bow,

ought to be kept by the Clerk Surveyor ; but he finding ease

thereby, may be silent. The Store-keeper, I say, with his Clerks

and Subs., are to be minded, that he, nor any of his Instruments,

shall be negligent in their attendance, but be ready to make dis-

jpatch iti their issues, and not to be morose and short in their

answers, and prolong the time in effecting the import of the notes

and bills, that are signed to them by the Master Builder, his

Assistant, Master Attendant, or Clerk of the Survey, (for they ail

sign upon them respectively) ; but that Boatswains, Carpenters,

fcc. must give long attendance for dispatches, protracted for lucre,

many great evils ensuing to the Affair thereby : yet the Com

missioner is commonly to and again ; and if he be short-sighted

and willing to give himself the trouble, will apply a seasonable

spur, as well to them as all other slow proceedings; which is a great

branch' of his Office, to quicken, spur, and enliven the whole

Affair within his jurisdiction.

(To be continued.)

*R. EDITOR, London, 18th August, 1805.

A S various opinions have been entertained respecting the resis

tance of a plane moving through non-elastic fluids, the following

experiments with a square iron plate, containing 144 superficial

Inches, immersed in water to the mean depth of six feet, may pro-

Jbably throw some additional light on so interesting a subject.

In the annexed Table; the first column contains the velocity of
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the plane in feet per second ; the second, columns of water, the

base of each being one square foot, and their respective altitudes

equal to the space a body must fall to acquire the velocities of 1,

2, 3, 4, 5, 6 feet per second ; the third, the weight of the dif

ferent columns in pounds avoirdupois ; the fourth, the resistance

of the plane by experiment ; the fifth, the differences between

the theoretical and experimental resistances ; and the sixth, the

minus pressure found by experiment.

From whence it appears, that the difference between theory

and experiment should in this case be attributed to the minus

pressure.

TABLE.

Ftet. Feet. lbs. lbs. lbs. lbs.

l 0.0156 0.975 1.295 0.320 0.1629

2 0.0621 3.886 5.986 2.100 0.6278

3 0.1399 8.743 10.931 2.188 1.3668

4 0.2487 15.543 "r9.048 3.505 2.361

5 0.3886 24.287 29.279 4.992 3.591'.

ti 0.5596 34.975 41 585 6.610 5.045

7 0.7616 47.603 55.927 8.324 6.707

8 0.99-18 62.175 72.27 10.095 8.563

9 1.2590 78.69 90.59 11.90 10.607

10 1.5544 97.15 110.86 13.71 12.82

11 1.8808 117.82 133.05 15.23 15.22

12 2.2383 139,90 157.20 17.30 17.90

1 2 3 4 5 6
r -

I remain, &c.

PLATE CLXXXV.

DESCRIPTION OT, EXTRACTED FROM COMMODORE WI1 SON'* JOCRNAL.

The Suffolk, from China Mrard- England,

Wednesday, <)th March, 1757.

^T three P. M., being in latitude 35? 4' S., and about 6" 30' to

the eastward of the Cape of Good Hope, saw two Sail from

the mast-head bearing west, distant about six leagues. We im-

mediately got up top-gallant-masts and yards, and made a clear

Ship; there being very little Wind, and .the Houghton near us,

Captain Wal pole came on board: perceiving the Ships to stand

towards us, 1 determined to bear down to Captain Hutchinson,

who was about a league to the E. S. E. of us, and as it would be

.dark by the time we came up with him, then to stand away north
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till twelve o'clock, and afterwards to haul up to the westward.

Having spoken to Captain Hutchinson, we accordingly steered

north with all our sail. I guess that the Ships suspected our

design, and shaped their course accordingly; for at half-past eight

we saw them about four points on our larboard quarter, distant

about three leagues, the night being extremely clear, and the moon

just past the full. At ten they had neared us considerably, keep

ing directly after us. Being now certain that they saw us, we

hauled upon a Wind to the westward, to observe if they would

continue the Chase, which we soon found they did, sparing us a

great deal of sail, and weathering on us considerably.

Believing they were determined to speak with us, and not

having it in our power to prevent it, we continued our course to

the westward with them about a league on our weather beam, got

every thing ready for an Engagement, and kept our Men at their

quarters. At dawn of day we hauled up our courses, took in

top-gallant-sails, and stowed our stay-sails. Being Commanding

Officer, I hoisted the broad Pendant, and we all spread our Colours

at the same time. I made the Signal for the Line of Battle a-head,

which was presently formed. As the day broke we could perceive

the Ships to be French, although they did not hoist any Colours,

the largest being a Two-decker, with 14 ports in her lower tier ;

the other looked very small, compared with her, being long, but

extremely low and snug, very much like His Majesty's Ship the

Lyme. They layed to under their top-sails near each other, as

if speaking together, in which position they continued till towards

seven A.M., when they let fall their fore-sails and bore down

directly for us ; but before they came within gun-shot they hauled

up three or four points, to avoid being raked by our broadsides,

on which wc immediately made sail to keep them on our beams.

About this time the Godolphin being near us, I ordered all our

People up from their quarters, and gave them three huzzas, which

they as cheerfully returned. The French observing that we did

not choose to let them come down without the opportunity of

raking them with our broadsides, set their main-sails, and hauled

their Wind to the W.N.VV. Wc immediately set all the sail we

could crowd (in which our People were extremely alert), and

hauled the Wind after them : they outwent us under courses and

top-sails, and having spoken to each other, tacked and hauled their

Wind to the S.S.E., passing us somewhat out of gun-shot. When

they had got so far abaft our beams that our guns would not bear,

«aat>. ttjiion. Ool.XIV. x
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they hanled up their main-sails, set top-gallant-sails, and bore

down directly for lis ; on which we hauled up our courses, took in

top-gallant-sails, wore, and hauling up to the S.S.E., brought

them on our starboard beams : they now hoisted French Colours,

and the Line of Battle Ship fired a shot at us, which I immediately

returned: both falling short, I desisted from firing until they came

nearer.

" I now went round to our People at their quarters, expressing

my satisfaction at their behaviour, and repeating to them that their

bravery should not go unrewarded. As the Ships came nearer

down, wc fired a random shot to see when they came within our

reach, on which Captain Walpole began to fire his broadside, and

the Godolphin followed : the Frenchmen, although just within gun

shot, hauled up to the westward to bring their broadsides to bear,

which they discharged, and which were as briskly returned by our

Ships, a constant fire being kept up as long as our guns would bear.

All our Ships received some shot, and the largest S!iip's main-top*

sail being brought down, she would not keep to, falling con

siderably to leeward. Wc got about, hauled our Wind after

them, and soon brought our larboard guns to bear; a warm

Engagement ensued, and continued about half an hour, when the

French Ships made sail and presently ran from us. I pnt the best

face on it, crowding with all sail after them. The Suffolk going

best, took the lead, Captain Walpole followed, and the Godolphin

going worst, became the sternmost of our Line. When the French

Ships had got out of gun-shot on our weather bow, they spoke

with each other, and soon after tacked*. The large Ship seemed to

work extremely heavy, and haiding altogether, fell off right before

the Wind, and ran considerably to leeward before they could

bring her to, when they hauled their Wind to the south-east.

Before our guns came to bear we took in top-galiant-sails, and

hauled up our main-sails; the French continued alt their sail, but

there being little Wind, and our People extremely brisk, we gave

them five broadsides as they were passing. I think each of them

might return us three; they met as warm a reception from the

Houghton and Godolphin, who also received a smart fire from

each of them.

* The two Ships which Commodore Wilton engaged, proved to be le Comte de

Provence, of 74 guns, and the Sylphyde, of 26. The former was reckoned one

of the finest Men of War in Monsieur d'Ache's Fleet, and was engaged with the

Yarmouth, bearing the Fhig of Admiral Pocock, in the Action between the French

■nd English Fleets on the 3d of Augu»t, 1758.
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" As soon as the firing ceased I set all sail, making a show of

standing for their wake*, hoping it would confirm them in a deter

mination they seemed to have taken of leaving us, which I believed

they intended to do, by carrying all their sail as they passed ns.

Finding my conjecture right, we continued our Wind to the west

ward, and were out of sight of each other from the mast-head in

about six hours. By the shot lodged in our hulls we find that the

large Ship carried 24 and 12 pounders, and the Frigate 12-poun-

ders. It is difficult to conceive why they did not light us close,

as their weight of metal would have given them so great a supe

riority.

" Captain Walpole and Captain Hutchinson were very observant

of my Signals, kept the Line with great exactness, and were very

alert in fighting their Ships. I cannot enough commend the bra

very of my Officers and Men, and am informed that the other

Ships' Companies deserve equal applause. By the advantages of

our third deck we fought all our upper deck guns on one side,

■which I believe might deceive the Enemy as to our Force."

Thus it appears that Captain "Wilson, like Sir Nathaniel Dance,

offered his Enemy Battle " if he chose to come down;" that when

he did come, he attacked him . with the same intrepidity, nor

quitted him until that Enemy fled from the Commander of an

English East Indiaman. Sir Nathaniel Dance engaged and pursued

the French Admiral; Captain Wilson engaged and gave chase to

the Ship which was the Opponent of the English Admiral on the 3d

of August, 1758. Both Commanders received the Thanks of the

Honourable Court of Directors of the East India Company, for

each brilliant Service. A Special Commission (bearing date the

28th of December, 1757,) being conferred on the Hero of the 9th

of March, constituting him " Commodore and Commander of all

Ships and Vessels belonging to, or freighted by, the English East

India Company," he took his departure in the Command of the

Pitt, Man of War, of 60 guns, carrying out Sir William Draper,

Major Brereton, and two Companies of the King's Troops. Cap

tain Wilson having thus, by an act of surprising and successful

gallantry, raised himself to an honourable and important Com

mission, he again, with the same bravery, soon did ample credit to

the judgment with which it had been bestowed. On his arrival in

the East Indies he volunteered his Ship and his Services to Admiral

Pocock. In the Bay of Bengal he chased, and brought to Action,

a French Ship of the Line, greatly his superior in Rate and Force.
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At Batavia he vindicated the rights of his Country against the

Dutch, and by his firmness and spirit compelled the Governor-

General to acknowledge " (hat (he English had a right (o navi

gate zchercver it had pleased God (o send water*."

Departing thence, he availed British Commerce of the advan

tages -which it has since derived from the Eastern Passage to

China through Pitt's + Straits, and consecrating the Lands he

discovered to the Dominion of his Sovereign, he evinced his

loyalty, by conferring upon them the splendour of his Royal

Name.

Having achieved what no other Commander in the Service had

ever dared to attempt before him, he returned, and resigning a

Commission he had held with so great honour, he had the coura

geous modesty to decline " Place or Pension;" and uninfluenced

by vain ambition, or the desire of courting empty popularity,

sought retirement in a peaceful Village, where practising those

virtues which come within the reach of general imitation, he gavp

dignity to the walk of private life, by the pursuits of genius, the

exertions of philanthropy, and the example of integrity.

Such was Commodore Wilson, whose fine qualities, eminently,

but modestly displayed, ever inspired confidence in the Comman

der, while through life they drew respect to the Man, and now

reflect that brightness on, departed virtue which extends beyond

the grave. Such was he, who inculcated by precept, and example

too, that pur Country's interest is the noblest impulse of the

truly brave, and who by his own conduct evinced that he pos

sessed not only patriotism so pure as to conceive, but a mind so

poble as to embrace the grandeur of the sentiment.

Indeed his short period of chief Command presented one con

tinued series of acts of heroic generosity, o,f disinterested patriotism,

and of meritorious Services; Services which on very different

occasions called forth the acknowledgments of the first Society of

Merchants in the World, and which therefore surely draw their

modest claim on the regards of Posterity.

• " The English had a right to navigate wherever it had pleased God to kcud

water." Commodore Wilson's expression in his letter to his Excellency M. Alosel,

Governor-General of Batavia.

t The Commodore named Pitt's Straits after his Ship; the Islands which

form them he named King George's Island, and the Prince of Wales's Island.
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OF NAVAL INQUIRY.

[Continued from page 48.]

E likewise- examined Mr. Dallcy*, for the purpose of

ascertaining whether any Account was kept by his, or any

other Department, of the number of Seamen actually employed in

the Merchants' Service ; but although Mr. Dalley took considerable

* The Examination of John Dallcy, Esq., Assistant Register

General of Shipping; taken upon Oath 5th August, 1803.

Be pleased to state the mode of calculating the number of Men and Boys

usually employed iu navigating the Vessel* belonging to the several Ports of

the British Empire, which are usually laid before Parliament.—In the Port of

London, by examining the Entries in the Office of the Register General of

Shipping, of the Reports Inwards or Outwards of such Ships as appear by bis

books to have been registered, and are then in existence, and taking the number

of Men that appear to have been employed for any one Voyage in each Ship,

which may he deemed ap average : In the Out-Ports, from Annual Returns

transmitted by the Collectors and Comptrollers of each Port, containing all the

Ships that have been registered, and arc then in existence, with their tonnage, and

the number of Men by which they arc usually navigated.

Do you not apprehend such mode of calculation swells the number of Seamen

much beyond the number that are actually employed ?—Most certainly it

does ; but the calculation is made upon a presumption that the Ships are all

employed.

Do you not apprehend that it frequently happens that Ships remain on the

Register which are not in existence?—I believe it frequently happens-, but when

such circumstances arc made known to the Officer who grants Registers, the

Owners are called upon to surrender their Register, which, if refused, such

Owners are liable to be prosecuted on their Bond ; and when the Register is

obtained, it is immediately cancelled, and the Vessel taken out of the Register

Book.

Are not the Accounts transmitted by the respective Officers of the Customs at

the Out Ports frequently incorrect?—They are frequently inaccurate, by the

Loss, Capture, or Destruction of Vessels, and from changes of property having

been made at one Port without the knowledge of the Officer* at another, and are

discovered when the Returns from the different Ports are collected and compared

with each other in the Office of the Registar General.

How long have you been in the Office of the Register General of Shipping ?—

About thirty-seven years.

From your knowledge and experience, what proportion should you conceive

the number of Men and Boys actually employed to bear to tbe number ascer

tained by tbe calculation from the registry of the Ships ?—The Books and Docu

ment* in the Office of the Register General of Shipping do not afford, me toe



142 FIFTH REPORT OF THE

pains in making a calculation of the number so employed in Vessel*

belonging to England and Scotland in the year 1801, yet the basi»

of answering this question with any degre e of precision • I have atten

tively examined then], and availed myself of such incidental information as I

could collect. The number stated in the General Registry for all the Ports of

the British Dominions, for the year ending 30th September, 1801, is 149,5G6»

being the number that would be requisite to man 19,713 Vessels, if they could

be all afloat at one time, according to thair usual and customary mode of Naviga

tion. Of these, 15,046 Vessels are registered as belonging to England and

Scotland. They would require 124,478 Men to navigate them. From the best

calculation I can make, I am of opinion that the Men in actual employment m

the year 1801 were,

In the Foreign Trade 37,783

In the Coasting Trade 35,970

In the Fisheries 14,628

Amounting to. .. . 88,381

I cannot form any correct opinion of the number employed in Vessels of other

descriptions, or at other parts of the British Dominions. These Men are not

stationary; they occasionally shift from one Vessel to another, and the Trade of

the Vessels is uot limited to the Ports to which they belong.

Is not the Account which you have presented of the number of Men and

Boys belonging to British Ships which have entered or cleared at the Ports in

England and Scotland, encreased by Vessels making more than one entry or

clearance within the year ?—Very considerably, as the account contains their

repeated Voyages.

Speaking generally, how often should you suppose, upon an average, the

Vessels belonging to Great Britain enter and clear within the year ?—1 suppose

that Vessels employed in the Foreign Trade make, on a general average, about

g$ Voyages, and in the Coasting Trade, about 5 Voyages within the year. The

above calculation is formed on this idea. The Fisheries are taken from actual

Returns.

What Reports do you usually make to the Commissioners of the Sixpenny

Duty ?—A List of all Vessels that report Inwards, with the number of Men

actually on board, as sworn to by the Masters, and a List of the Ships as thry

clear Inwards. These Accounts are transmitted generally twice a week.

Do such Lists or Reports contain the Vessels employed in the Coasting Trade ?

■—They do not.

Be pleased to state the names of the principal Ports, in rotation, that employ

tbe greatest quantity of tonnage, and number of Men liable to the Sixpenny

Duty ?—In the year 1801 the registered lonnugc of

Tons. Tom.

London was 619,'1G6

Liverpool UO.fSCU

Newcastle 144,991

Hull 61,490

Whitehaven 56,652

Bristol 30,1 i.S

Sunderland 75,5:3 | Lancaster 16,070

When do you conceive a Vessel to be cleared according to the meaning and

intention of the Section of the Act of 2 Geo. II, which directs the Master to pay
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on which it was formed is much too uncertain to induce us to offer

an opinion on .the propriety of the collection of the Sixpenny

Duty in that year; and he himself is of opinion with us, (hat

there is no mode of ascertaining the number of Seamen actually

employed, by which the Receipt of the Greenwich Hospital Duty

can be checked ; but it must be observed, that in the Account

presented to us by Mr. Dalley, the registered tonnage of the Port

of Deaamaris wouM require one thousand one hundred and sixty*

two Men to navigate it ; which, if constantly employed, would

produce a Revenue to Greenwich Hospital of three hundred and

forty-eight pounds twelve shillings ; whereas it appears, the gross

Sum collected in that Port, which embraces the minor Ports of

Barmouth, Conway, Caernarvon, Pulhclly, and Holyhead, in the

year 1802, amounted only to sixty-seven pounds seven shilling*

and twopence : we therefore recommend, that the Commissioners

of the Sixpenny Duty frequently have recourse to this Account,

to see whether the Sums collected in the several Ports bear a pro

portion to the tonnage and number of Men said to be employed ia

them.

The Account given by Mr. Dalley (sec page 48) is an Abstract of

the estimated Number of Men that would be necessary for the navi-

the Sixpenny Duty to Greenwich Hospital before she is cleared Inwards by the

Custom House ?—I conceive a Vessel to be cleared when the Tide Surveyor ha*

tummaged the Ship, and taken off the Officers that were placed on board lor the

security of the Revenue.

What do you conceive to be the best mode of ascertaining the number of

Persons employed in the Merchants' Service liable to the Sixpenny Duty ?—I do

not know of any mode of ascertaining this that would be effectual cither in

ekecking ©raiding the collection. The Receiver in London is regularly I'oriiishrd

by. me with Lists of all Vessels that arrive in this Port, and of the dales of their

clearing Inwards. The Deputy Receivers at other Ports being, as I am informed.

Officers of the Customs;. have in their respective Departments the means of

possessing similar information j and, if the Duty be carefully and faithfully

executed, I am not aware that any better mod? can be established. I understand

that some improper practices have prevailed with the clearing Officers at this

Port, by which tire interests of the Hospital may have been injured: the Com

missioners of the Customs have, by a late regulation, put an effectual stop to

these practices. I do not know that any thing more can be done, unless it may

be thought advisable to recommend a Clause in the Act, directing that the

Officers be continued on board till the Duties shall be paid, and that the Owners

of the Vessels be compelled to defray the expense incurred by their brill;

detained.

C*». Jf. Pole. J. DALLEY'.

John Ford.

Henri/ NinholU.
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gation of the -whole registered tonnage of the British Dominions^

supposing all the Ships to be at Sta or in employ at the same time }

but as this never is the case, no conclusion of the number of

Seamen actually employed can be drawn from it.

The Account given by Mr. Dallcy, page 48, contains the Number

of Men and Boys, which appear by the Reports of the Masters to

have been employed in the Merchants' Service in Great Britain on

board British Ships, entered Inwards and Outwards from and to

Foreign Parts during the last ten years ; but as it includes- the

repeated Voyages of the Ships, and the Number of Men on board

upon every Entry, the aggregate Number must be over-rated in a

very considerable degree.

The Statute of the 2d of George the Second, after stating that the

Act of the 10th of Queen Anne, directing the Sixpenny Duty to

be paid within fourteen days from the Ships being cleared Inwards

by the Officers of the Customs, hath been found ineffectual, inas

much as many Masters and Commanders, after they have been

cleared Inwards at the Custom-House, have wholly neglected to

pay the said Duty, directs, that the same shall in future be paid

before any Ship or Vessel ^hall be cleared Inwards ; and that no

Officer of the Customs shall grant any Cocquets, Transires,

Returns, or Discharges, or permit any Ship or Vessel to go out

of Port until the Master shall have produced to him a Certificate of

the payment of the Greenwich Hospital Duty.

This regulation, intended to enforce a due and regular payment

of the Sixpenny Duty, has not been so effectual as was probably

intended, owing to the meaning of the words " Cleared Inwards"

not having been absolutely defined; for although it would appear

to be intended, that the Duty should be paid before the Ship or

Vessel be cleared of her Cargo, and before the Custom-House

Officers placed on board be taken away, as is actually expressed in

the Act of the 20th of George the Second, constituting a Fund,

by a similar Duty, for the support of maimed and disabled Seamen

in the Merchants' Service, yet the words " Cleared Inwards" have

been construed and acted upon in the Port of London as re

garding only a Certificate, to be granted by the Tide Surveyors,

of the Ship being cleared ; which Certificate is only required for

the purpose of rendering the Ship eligible to the making an Entry

Outwards ; and as a Fee is payable on it, the Certificate is pro

bably seldom applied for until it is absolutely required, frequently

not until after a considerable lapse of time; and if the Vessel

should be broken up, as in that case such Certificate cannot be
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necessary, it would appear the Duty to Greenwich Hospital would

never become payable.

Although, in some cases, it has come to the knowledge of the

Commissioners for the collection of the Sixpenny Duty, that the

Tide Surveyors have even given false clearing Notes, certifying

that the Greenwich Hospital Duty has been paid, when it has not

been so, they have, notwithstanding the controul over the Officers

of the Customs given to them by the Act, contented themselves

with the bare promise of their never doing so again, instead of

suing them for the penalties incurred by their misconduct; and

since the collection of this Duty has been managed by the Clerks

of the Sixpenny Office, it appears they have frequently sent for

the Tide Surveyors; but they have not been able effectually

to check a practice so injurious to the Revenue of Greenwich

Hospital.

We find, that owing to the absence of the Commissioners, it

has been a practice for the chief Clerk to the Receiver to sign

Receipts for the Sixpenny Duty, as Deputy to the Receiver, and

also as Deputy to the Comptroller, except in cases where blank

Receipts have been signed by them, and left at the Office to be

used at his discretion: the chief Clerk has also, in some instances,

felt himself compelled to sign deputations for the appointment of

Receivers at the Out-Ports, lest the Revenue of Greenwich Hos

pital should be injured. We cannot refrain from expressing our

disapprobation of such a mode of conducting the business of a Pub

lic Office ; and recommend, that measures be adopted to prevent a

recurrence of the same.

To obviate the difficulty as to the time of payment of this Duty

to the Receiver of the Sixpenny Office, or his Deputies, we

recommend that the Duty be made payable before the Ship or

Vessel be cleared of her Cargo, and before the Custom-House

Officers placed on board be taken off, as provided for by the 20th

of George the Second, with respect to the payment of Sixpence

per Man a month to the Merchants' Seamen's Fund ; and that the

Master neglecting to pay the Duty before the Ship be so cleared,

shall forfeit to Greenwich Hospital the Sum of twenty pounds ;

and we think the Commissioners should either be authorized

to levy the penalties imposed by the several Acts relative to the

Sixpenny Duty, with power to mitigate them, or that they should

be enabled to recover the penalties in a summary way before a

Magistrate.

We further recommend, that the attention of the Commissioners

iftatt. CbtQB. Mol.XIV. u
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of the Sixpenny Office be directed to the due payment of the Duty

within the times prescribed by the Act, and that the Commissioners

be rcquifed, in every case of failure or wilful neglect, to sue for or

levy the penalties imposed.

That in future every Ship Master or Owner, or other Person

teiidering payment of the Sixpenny Duty, be required to produce

a List of the Crew, with the times of their respective Entries and

Discharges, to which they should invariably be required to make

affidavit, agreeably to the Act.

The times of the Deputy Receivers making their Remittances to

the Sixpenny Office are quarterly, half-yearly, or yearly, and are

said to be so according to the amount of their Receipts ; but we

observe that the Receipts of many of the Deputies who are per-

mitied to remit yearly, are greater than the annual collection of

those who do so quarterly, and we understand (hat no revision of

this subject has taken place since the year 1767. We therefore

recommend that this very proper regulation be more attended to,

and that the times of the Deputies making their remittances be

revised and altered as occasion may require ; and we also recom

mend that the Accounts of the several Deputies be made up to

certain stated periods, and not, as at present, from the date of their

respective Appointments.

The Deputy Receivers for Ireland arc very generally in arrear;

soma more than ten or twelve years : we therefore recommend that

steps be taken to recover the Monies due to Greenw ich Hospital,

and that the Commissioners be more attentive in future to the

Collection and Remittance of the Duty from Ireland.

We understand that Vessels going Coastwise do not pay the

Sixpenny Duty in the Port of London, except when sold or broken

up. The plea urged for this practice is, that the advantage derived

by many of the Deputy Receivers at the Out-Forts from the Com-

mission on the Receipt of the Sixpenny Duty is so small, as not to

render the Appointment an object of consideration, and that in

some instances difficulty has been experienced in obtaining persons

to accept the situations ; but we see no reason why the Revenue

arising from the Coasting Trade should not be collected by the

Sixpenny Office, and not be made subject to a deduction of twelve

and a half per cent, for collection, merely to add to the emoluments

of the Deputy Receivers at the Out-Ports; the Officers of the

Customs being required by the Statutes of the 10th of Queen

Anne, and 2d of George the Second, to collect and receive the

Sixpenny Duty, if deputed by the Receiver or Receivers for that

purpose.
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jVumerous forfeitures, and penalties imposed by Tarious Acts of

Parliament, have been given, either wholly, or in part, towards

the support of Greenwich Hospital; but although the provisions

of the Acts have been frequently violated, there are but lew instan

ces of Persons having been prosecuted for the penalties, and none

at the Suit of the Commissioners of the Sixpenny Duty ; although

the Tide Surveyors, who granted Certificates of the Duty having

been paid, when it was not, appear to us to have been very tit

objects for prosecution.

We shall now proceed to speak of the Moiety of the Wages of

Men deserting from Ships in the African Trade, forfeited to

Greenwich Hospital by an Act passed in the 30ih year of His

present Majesty's Reign, entitled, " An Act to amend and con

tinue, for a limited time, several Acts of Parliament for regulating

the Shipping and carrying Slaves in British Vessels from the Coast

ofAfrica," and which has been continued by several subsequent Acts.

■ It docs not appear that the Commissioners of the Sixpenny Duty

ever received any specific directions to collect the Moiety of the

Wages of Run Men so forfeited ; but as they had been in the

practice of collecting all the forfeitures and penalties payable to

Greenwich Hospital, and as their communication with the Masters

and Owners of the Merchant Shipping of Great Britain afforded

much facility to the receipt of it, they took upon themselves the

charge of the Collection, and it has, since the passing of the Act,

afforded a considerable addition to the Revenue of Greenwich

Hospital.

The Sums paid into the Hospital since the passing of the Act, on

this account, and on account of other forfeitures before spoken

of, within the same period, have been as follow ; viz.

1?90|
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1793
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1798
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6
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The Appointments of the Deputy Receivers at the Out-Port*

authorize and require them to receive all Monies payable to

Greenwich Hospital ; and they hare, under that authority, received

the Moiety of Run Men's Wages in the African Trade, on which

the same rate of Commission, twelve and a half per cent., has been

allowed, as for the Receipt of the Sixpenny Duty.

The Money so collected at the Port of London has been paid

into Greenwich Hospital by the Receiver, under the General Head

of " Forfeitures," and at the Out-Ports it has been added to the

produce of the Sixpenny Duty, and paid in under that Head ; and

as the Receiver does not give to Greenwich Hospital any speci

fication of the manner in which the forfeitures in the Port of Lon

don have arisen, the Directors cannot, by the Accounts furnished,

have any knowledge that the Revenue of the Hospital has been

increased by the Moicly of the Run Men's Wages. We are not

disposed to attribute this mistatcment of the Accounts of the

Sixpenny Office to an improper motive; but we recommend, that

in future the Receiver of the Sixpenny Duty do state distinctly, in

his annual Account, the different Heads under which the Monies

have arisen.

[To be continued.]

NAVAL LITERATURE.

Narrative of a Voyage to Brazil, terminating in the Seizure of a

British Vessel, and the Imprisonment of the Author, and the

Ship's Crew, 6fc- By Thomas Lindley. Dedicated to the

Earl o/Moira. 8vo. pp. 298.

~^J^ E only lament that the Author of this Narrative should

withhold, as he declares he does, without assigning any

reason, the extensive Materials which he possesses for an ample

and full supply of Facts, towards an History of South America.

There was no necessity to make this boast, unless he meant to

satisfy the excited curiosity of his Readers : at present it only

serves to offend them, at their first onset; and to render them

less satisfied, than they would otherwise have been, with the

occasional uniformity of his Journal. Independent of this, the

Volume contains information respecting a Country of which

little is at present known; though a considerable degree of
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attention must 'ere long be directed towards it. We should

rejoice to hear that this Gem in the Crown of Portugal was

secured by British Honour and Bravery, against the all-rapacious

grasp of the Universal Emperor ; who probably, when he has

done with Italy, may continue his Soi-disant Coronations at the

Brazils.

Mr. Lindley's Work seems to divide itself, into (1.) An

account of the cruel treatment he experienced. (2.) A descrip

tion of the Province of Porto Seguro. (3.) A description of

the Province of Saint Salvadore. (4.) An Appendix, containing,

among other articles, a valuable Table of Latitudes and Lon

gitudes,

(1.) On the Peace, Mr. Lindley embarked, among other

Adventurers, on a Trading Voyage ; he left the Cape of Good

Hope on the 25th of February, 1802, and arrived at St. Helena

the beginning of March. On leaving that place his Vessel

encountered a severe Squall of Wind, which obliged them to

bear away for the nearest Port in Bracil, and they arrived at

Bahia, or St. Salvadore, towards the middle of April. In that

City no foreign Vessels are allowed to trade under any pretence

whatever, or even to enter the Port, unless in distress for

repairs, water, or provisions. Notwithstanding this apparent

rigour, a considerable contraband Trade used to be carried on,

frequently by the very Lieutenant and Officers appointed to

prevent it.

After a month's stay, however, he obviated every difficulty,

repaired his Vessel, and sailed from the Bay of All Saints about

the middle of May, intending to steer his course for Rio Janeiro,

and thence to return to the Cape. But meeting with blowing

weather, and a dangerous Coast, he was obliged to seek shelter

in Porto Seguro. The day after his arrival, the Governor's Son,

Senior Caspar, offered to barter Brazil Wood for Goods, which

was accepted, and a certain quantity was selected by him. In

about a week, Gaspar, however, came with the intelligence, that

the barter must be given.up ; from its being too generally known,

that they, the Guardians of the Trade, were going to engage in

fin illicit Commerce.
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Both the Father and Son seemed hurt at this disappointment :

and after some equivocation, as it would appear, Mr. Lindley

declined the business altogether, and determined to continue his

Voyage. But finding his Vessel was not so sound as he had

hoped, and that she made much water, he came to an anchor on

the 26th of June, in the River of Carevellos : where, on the

2d of July, when the repairs were nearly finished, Mr. Lindley

was surrounded by an Officer and Soldiers, who came ou board,

with orders to take possession of the Brig, and conduct her to

Porto Seguro, and send the Crew by Land to the same place.

This arrest was owing to an information given by an Inhabitant

of Porto Seguro, who went to Bahia for the purpose, in revenge

for the non-payment of a debt by the civil Governor, whom he

accused of trading with our Author for Brazil Wood, and he

declared that the Brig was laden with that Article. On his

arrival at Porto Seguro, Mr. Lindley, his Wife, and Crew, were

thrown into Prison; and the two Sons of the Governor, the

Capitain Mor, or Military Captain, and a number of inferior

Ageuts, were arrested.

They ordered me to deliver my keys, and any private or other

Papers I might have, and informed me an attempt to conceal them

would be punished with the utmost severity ; at the same time a

bed and a small trunk of clothes, which they permitted us to take,

were searched with the most scrupulous exactness ; our persons

examined, and a pocket-book taken from me. In consequence, I

was obliged to give up several valuable Papers I particularly hoped

to retain. This occupied us till near evening, when we were

ordered into the Boat, and conducted along the Beach, and up the

hill to the common prison. They showed us to an upper room,

in the floor of which a small trap-door was opened, a ladder put

down, and we were ordered to descend; we did to some depth*,

and entered a dungeon, below the ground, from which arose a

miserable stench. It was totally dark ; and, 0 God! what were

our feelings !

The prison-keeper indulging us with a light, .we saw Our

dreadful situation : in three corners were accumulated heaps of

dirt, rubbish, orange peel, other vegetables, &c. &c. the whole in

a state of putrid decay. The other corner was rendered horribly

* About forty feet.
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loathsome by the different miserable inhabitants whom this dun

geon had enclosed; and the whole apparently never cleaned since

its erection. Four of my Sailors had been confined here for the

preceding eight days, and were just removed to the next dungeon

for our admittance. A solitary bench of two planks formed the

bed, and was the only furniture.

Juijj 15.—This morning opened very melancholy : sleep had been

a stranger to our eyes, the dungeon was miserably hot, and inhaling

the unwholesome putrid air in so close a situation, made us quite

ill; I was particularly so, having just recovered from a severs

malign fever, and in an extremely weak state. Our mental accorded

with our bodily feelings ; the massy barred window, the immensity

of cobwebs and large spiders on the roof and around the dismal

black walls, the damp earth,—all conspired to fill us with the most

gloomy apprehension.

A large jar of water was placed outside the window, through a

vacancy of which we took it for use : our food is conveyed through

the same hole, but the providing it is left to my own care and cost,

having no allowance whatever.

As a particular favour, they granted a fire on the ground, to

fumigate the dungeon ; which we kept constantly burning during

the day (notwithstanding the heat), as the only means of amending

the bad air, and enduring it at any rate.

July 16 to 23.—A positive order had been given that I should

not be allowed a pen and ink; but I managed to elude this by

secreting a pencil, and part of a quire of paper I contrived to pur-

chase. The first use I put it to was, petitioning for a small

medicine chest I had on board, which they had humanity sufficient

to grant me ; but even with its assistance I find myself extremely

ill, growing daily weaker, and if I am not allowed the benefit of

air and exercise, I fear, I tremble, the event will be, I must die in

my prison ! My Wife is differently affected from me, complaining

of violent pains and swellings in every part of her body.

Finding we were apparently forgot, and the suspence continuing

miserable, I wrote to the Minister Claudio on the 19th, for a

hearing ; to which I had an insulting answer returned, that when

wanted he should send for me. On the three following days saw

my Crew pass the window for examination, which led me to hope

mine was near. I was not wrong ; for, on the

24th,—Had the satisfaction to see the ladder once again lowered;

was summoned to the regions above, and conducted, under a guard,

to the house of the commission. They interrogated me from three
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to eight o'clock, merely respecting the Brazil Wood transaction;

when they informed me I should soon be called again, and 1 was

retaken to my prison, where I found Mrs. Lindley severely alarmed

by my long absence. I now felt hope once more relume my breast,

and my frame was considerably invigorated by the fresh air,

enabling me very patiently to bear the interval to the

27th ;—When my examination was finished : after which I

strongly represented our horrid situation, and got promise of

removal from the dungeon. At four in the afternoon we were

conducted above to a small deal-partitioned apartment, with liberty

of walking in a larger one adjoining: each has a window without

bars, and free circulation of that invaluable blessing, fresh air. An

armed Sentinel is stationed over us.

July 28.—Slept very ill ; being obliged to keep our door partly

open for the Soldier to have an eye on our window, which is

accommodated with a shutter to keep out the night air, but has no

other fastening than a button to it. We find the air as superfluous

here, as it was deficient below ; our apartment being simply a

square plank-work, about eleven feet high, open to the roof, which

is supported with massy beams : many of the tiles are wanting ;

and the chill wind, penetrating through, whistled over us very

disagreeably. A number of bats, who find refuge in the building,

also darted along, and completed the nocturnal agrl-mens of our

new abode. Strict orders are given for me to converse with no

one, to send no letters, nor receive any.

Jvly 29 to 31.—Still much disturbed in the nights with Officers

at play, change of Sentinels, &c. &c. : in fact, the constant noise

and confusion are shocking. Thank Heaven ! I feel myself rapidly

recovering : my Spouse is not so fortunate.

August 1.—At the time of seizure, the Commission found in my

writing desk a paper containing a small quantity of grain gold

intermixed with gold-coloured sand, which had been brought to me

by an inhabitant of Porto Seguro as a sample. This strongly

attracted their curiosity, and I was most closely questioned respect

ing it. I made no secret of whence I had obtained the article,

but declared I was ignorant of the name or residence of the

individual from whom I had it, although I believed him to belong

to a distant Settlement. The Commission declared they were

resolved to discorer the Man, and insisted on my taking a journey

with them for that purpose. I made no objections (knowing

these would be useless); but predetermined it should avail them

nothing had we met the poor devil, which fortunately was not th*
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case. This evening the Linguist carac to inform mo I must

accompany the Minister, &c. in the morning, and be ready by five

o'clock.

(To be continued.)

Journal of a I'yage from London to Madeira, and thence to

New Providence ; and back again to London : in the Snore

Thames of London, Charles Burton, Commander. With an

excellent Engraving, by Mericot, from a Design by Cle.y-

nell. pp. 56. 1805.

rJ"'HE Snow Thames, Charles Burton, Commander, left Spit-

head on the 2d of September, 1804, and made Porto

Santo on the 26th. They continued in Funchal Road, employed

in delivering Goods and taking in Wine, until the 4th of Octo

ber, when they got under weigh, aad made sail. On Tuesday

the C3d, their latitude at noon was 24° 4.3' north; and on the

ensuing, the following event, which records an extraordinary

instance of suffering, -and providential deliverance, took place :—

At nine A.M. saw something in the north-west, appearing like

a Boat with one sail sot; hauled up towards it; and in a quarter

of an hour after discovered it to be a Wreck, with her masts gone

and her bowsprit standing. What we took for a sail was a piece

of canvass hoisted on the bowsprit for a Signal. Soon after we

discovered four Men on the bowsprit, and likewise part of a Shark,

and a firkin of butter hanging under it. We hauled up close to

the Wreck. At ten have-to, hoisted the Boat out, and took the

Men on board. They were in an extremely weak condition,

having remained, by their account, ■ thirteen days on (he bowsprit,

with no other sustenance than thu piece of the Shark we had seen,

and some salt butter, as will appear from the subjoined Narrative-.

The Captain, Thomas Burrows, who was one of them, on being .

brought on board, fainted away several times. The legs of all of

them were dreadfully ulcerated, and they were emaciated and

feeble to a degree scarcely conceivable. We made a bed for them

on the quarter-deck, setting up an awning over it, and gave them

every assistance necessary. The two Ladies, our Passengers, with

that sympathy and tenderness which ever distinguishes the sex,

were most assiduously attentive to them, doing every thing in their

power to contribute to their relief and comfort. We were par

ticularly careful to prevent them from gratifying their eager desire

to assuage the burning thirst they had so long suffered by drinking

*9at>. ®j>ron. CoI.XIV. . x
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too copiously, ■which might have been fatal to them ; and w#

therefore supplied them with fresh water at first only sparingly and

cautiously. We gave them some sago, and made them some

chicken broth ; and they soon began to recover their spirits and

Strength. As their clothing was in a very wretched plight, from

the distress they had suffered,- our People furnished them with new

clothes ; and we had the happiness daily to sec a rapid progress in

the rc-establishment of their health.

While we were lying-to, and the People with the Boat were

employed in taking the poor Men from the Wreck, we easgbt

tix Dolphins.

Our latitude to-day at noon, by observation, was 25c 5' north J

from which it appeared that we had been carried by some Current?

or some unknown cause, eleven miles to the northward of our

account; by which deviation from the course we had intended to

steer, we were brought to the spot where the Wreck layj st

deviation the more extraordinary, as it had never occurred to us

in any former Voyage, and can only be ascribed to the immediate

direction of his alt-gracious Providence, who«e tender mercies are

over all his works, and who had ordained that we should be the

instruments of his merciful goodness, by discovering and resauing

from their dreadful situation the four poor Souls we took on board

from the Wreck—So true is it that " those who go down to the

Sea in Ships, and who do business in great waters, see the works

of the Lord, and his Wonders in the deep."

The following is the Narrative of the Loss of the Ship of which

we discovered the Wreck, and of the sufferings of the Crew, written

by Mr. Thomas Burrows, the Master:—

''Account of the Loss of the Brig Flora, of Philadelphia,

Thom as Burrows, Master, oh a Voyage to Cayenne and South

America.

" On Friday the 28th of September, 1804, we sailed from

Philadelphia, in good order, and well-conditioned forSeaj onr

Crew consisting of the following Persons :—

Thomas Burrows, Master.

William Davidson, Supercargo.

Jacob Oldc'nberg, Mate.

Josiah Anderson, Steward.

Samuel Uabcotk, Seaman.

<£ On Tuesday, the 1st of October, we discharged our Pilot,

and took our departure from Cape Hcnlopcn, with a pleasant

breeze from the north-eastward, all well on board. Nothing of

John Nevan, Seaman.

William Story, ditto.

Joseph Wildeli, ditto.

Josiah Smith, Boy.

Jamts Cameron, ditto.
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importance .occurred till Tuesday the 8th, when the Wind hauled

to the south-eastward, and continued in that direction till the 10th,

.with a heavy Swell from the cast-north-oast. On Friday the

12th, w,e found by observation that we were in latitude 2S° 50'

north, longitude 54° 0' west. Observing it to look for a blow

from the north-east, we took in our jib, square-main-sail, top

gallant-sails, and stay-sails. At four in the afternoon, the Gale

increasing, we close-reefed the top-sails, spnt the top-gallant-yards

down, and took \a two reefs of the fore and aft main-sail. At

midnight, the Gale still increasing from the north-eastward, wc

handed the tap-sails, and hove-to under the fore-sail and main

stay-sail. At one A-M. of Saturday the 13th, handed the loreT

sail and main-stay-sail ; hove-to under the balance-reefed main-sail ;

•the Gale increasing with a heavy Sea, .thunder, lightning, and

violent rain. At two A.1VI. the Gale still increasing, handed the

.balance main-sail, and hove-to under bare poles, the Brig making

good weather. The Gale still continuing to increase, all hands

,werc employed on deck, and our pump kept constantly going ; till

/lading it impossible that the Brig could lie-to any longer, we

called all hands aft, and it was determined, for the preservation of

the Vessel, to cut away the main-mast, and scud before the Wind.

Everything being prepared, we divided accordingly; but before

we could get to the mast, we were struck by a Whirlwind, which

hove the lirig on her beam ends. Every person on board, except

^Fosejjh Wildun, a Seaman, who, being \n the forecastle, was

drowned—now ran to the windward side of the Vessel. We

immediately cut .the lanyards of the main-rigging, and the main

mast went.by the .board. By this time the hatches had bursted up ;

ths Vessel .filled with water; and the Cargo was , floating out at

each hatchway. AH hope of saving ths Ship being now at an end,

self-preservation became the only object with every one; and

we endeavoured to lash ourselves to the main chains, when a heavy

Sea broke over us,.and carried away William Davidson the Super

cargo, William Story, and the two Boys, Smith and Cameron;

ihe foremast soon afterwards went by the Board.

" Day-light canje pn, and discoyored ,the most dismal sight ever

,i)phqld by the eye of -Man- The Vessel was an entire Wreck,

with jna>ts and spars hanging to it; while different parts of .the

Cargo, as they floated from time to time out of the hold, washed

pver us. At length we shipped a heavy Sea abaft, which stoved in

,the stern, and made an opening through which the Cargo in

.the cabin washed out ; and thus the Wreck became considerably

lightened.
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" We remained on the main-chains till eight o'clock in the

■morning, when we took to the bowsprit, thinking that the safest

part of the Wreck. About nine, William Story, and the Boy,

William Cameron, drifted on board, on the cabbooze-house. We

now lost all hope, and resigned ourselves to our fate, expecting

every wave to swallow us up. About noon the Boy died through

fatigue, and we committed his body to (he deep. In the latter part

of this day the Gale became more moderate, but a heavy Sea

continued running. On Monday the 15th William Story died for

want of subsistence; and the Mate, from extreme hunger, actually

devoured a part of his llesh ; all the rest, however, refused to share

w ith him, and the remains were committed to the deep.

" When we had continued in this dismal situation till Wednesday

the 17th, the Gale had become considerably more moderate; and

it occurred to us, that by diving into !!io half-deck, we might

obtain something on which we might subsist. This we endeavoured

to do, but all our attempts proved ineffectual ; and we then had no

other resource but to chew the lead from the bows. On Friday

the 19th, we discovered a large Ship to leeward, and made all

the Signals we could, but in vain, for she passed without no

ticing ns. .

" On Saturday the 20th, a strong breeze springing up, with a

heavy Sea running, several kegs of butter came up from the

forecastle: we all immediately plunged in on the deck, and were

so fortunate as to save five kegs of salt butter, oue of which was.

immediately opened, and we fed one another ; but we found that

the salt butter, instead of relieving, only increased our thirst.

" On Sunday the 21st, Jacob Oldenburg, the Mate, became

delirious, and continued so till his death, on the 23d. On the

same day (the 21st) a Schooner parsed us to leeward, within less

than a mile. We hoisted all the Signals wc could make, but

without effect, though we could see every Man uu deck.

" On Tuesday the 23d, the Mate departed this life from want of

subsistence; and as wc were reduced to the last extremity from

want of watw and food, it was agreed to eat his flesh, for our own

preservation." We accordingly dissected him, and drank his blood

among us, from which wc found considerable relief. At this time

wc were surrounded by numerous Sharks, which seemed* waiting

for us; and, as Providence directed us, we were >o fortunate with,

a rope, and a piece of human flesh, as to take one of the largest of

thism. We then committed the Mate's body to the deep ; and

having got the Shark on the bowsprit, split him open, and
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divided his blood among us, which proved a most happy relief to

us all.

" On Wednesday the 24th, at sun-rise, we saw a Brig standing

towards us, which sight cheered our drooping spirits, as it afforded

us hope of relief. We immediately hoisted Signals of distress ; and

had the pleasure to find the Brig haul up towards us. At tea

A.M. she hove to, hoisted her Boat out to our assistance ; and we

were taken on board the Vessel, which proved to be the Snow

Thames, of London, Charles Burton, Master, from Madeira,

bound to New Providence. We were at that time in the most

feeble and emaciated condition possible for living Men to be ; but

we soon began to revive, as we received every assistance and

attention from the humanity of the Captain, his Officers, and

Passengers.

« THOMAS BURROWS."

To the Collectors of Shipwrecks, the whole of this curious

Journal may be particularly recommended. The dreadful

situation of the Survivors is well represented on the Fron

tispiece.

NAVAL HISTORY OF THE PRESENT YEAR, 1805. ,

(July—August.J

RETROSPECTIVE AND MISCELLANEOUS.

•TpHE arrival of Lord Nelson, and Sir Robert Caldcr's Action, are tlie principal

events in the last month which have occupied the public mind. It has been

■aid that the former, with Sir Sidney Smith, is soon to embark on some desperate

Project against the Enemy ; and we most sincerely wish to see his Lordship

employed at the present moment, in defence of our own Shores. Should the mad

project of Invasion ever be attempted, the Public would feel additional security

from having the Hero of the Nile off our own Coast. But we greatly lament

that ill-judged, and over-weening popularity, which tends to make another Demi

god of Lord Nelson, at the expense of all other Officers in the Service, many of

whom possess equal merit, and equal abilities, and equal gallantry with the Noble

Admiral. •

Sir Robert Culder has not yet, even to the Admiralty, as we have reason to

believe, given that explanation of his conduct, which his Country expects, and

his character demands. With his character, and its failings, we are well acquainted,

but we now wish only to regard his talents. The French Fleet certainly did not

run away ; but on the contrary, swing to the particular manoeuvres of the Action,
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♦key moy be said even to have pursued us : and tfais may, perhaps, have been

occasioned by some feint of our Admiral, in order to attack the French to greater

advantage. But the whole is at present merely conjecture, until some further

explanation of this Action has taken place. The account wlucji the French have

published in the Noniteur, allowing for their natural boasting, and vanity, contains

« greater portion of truth than usual.

Our West India Trade, and the fete of our Merchantmen from that quarter of

•the Globe, has created a. con«idorahle depression in the City. We trust, hovr-

twr, like other political bngliears, that it will prove only a passing cloud. The)

spirited Attack made by Captain Zachariah Mudge in the Blanche, on a superior

Force, purposely stationed to annoy our West Indiamen, cannot be too highly

spoken of; and makes ample compensation forthe loss of his Ship.

We have constantly viewed with pleasure every regulation that tended to add

to the 'force and importance of the Royal Marines. That Corps, whether taken

in its actual good conduct on all occasions of arduous Service, or in its nature .a*

being equally applicable to the most important duties at Sea, and on Shore, wjftll

deserves to be anxiously fostered; and we have been glad to see that this did not

escape the attention of Government. We are now happy to state, that an order

of Council was issued on the 15th of August, for the establishment of a Fourth

Division of Royal Marines, to be stationed at Woolwich, consisting of 31 .Com

panies, one Naval Colonel, one Colonel-Commandant, one Second Colonel-Com

mandant, three Colonels, three Majors, two Adjutants, .one -Barrack-Master, ona

Quarter-Master, one Surgeon, &c.

We understand that a considerable augmentation will be made to our Navy :

and that it i3 the intention of Government to build some Ships of the Line in

Russia, under the direction of General Benthnm.

Admiral Ciravina, who commands the Spanish part of the Combined Fleets, is

the same who had a Command during the Siege of Toulon, in 179?, where he,,

conducted himself more like an Ally of France than of England. He afterwards

commanded the Spanish Fleet, during its long stay in Brest Harbour, which ho

quitted to become Ambassador at Paris. He is considered as thoroughly addicted

to the French interest. Admiral Villttneuvc, the iFrench Commander, is of a

Noble Family, and wis bred in the Royal Marine.

At.Portwnouth, the niain-iuast of the Squirrel-Frigate, Captain J.Shortland, was

taken out. It exhibited the striking marls of the singularjand potent effects of

lightning. The Squirrel sins. struck twice v. ljile cruismg on the. Coast of Africa ;

once in a Tornado atSencgal, and another time in aThunder Storm at Cape Coast.

The latter was far the most awful aud destructive. Jn both these tremendous

Hurricanes, the lightuing broke topjecea two main-toprinasts, two royal-masts,,and

two top-gallaut-masts. The . last . Hash struck her main-mast, and shivered itjo

much that they could not safely carryr. sail on it afterwards. ,It proceeded into

the lower part of the Ship, and w ent out at the side, having, stove in its. way, a

.plonk, auiUuostmcd.all the caulking from the, fore, to the main chains, :jby which

the Ship made eight inches of water an hour. As it darted from the mast to, the,

main deck, it knocked down the Master's Ma,c ; the shock deprived him .of speech

for two days, and he was blind for three .week?. It also struck the Quarter-

Master, who soon recovered; .and partially struck , Captain Shortland, wh«

appeared to those around as, in a .blaze of fire.

t See his Official Letter, infra.
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iLftters on flmbter<

Copied verbatim from the London Gazette.

[Continued from paire 74.]

admihXlty-opfics, jolt 27, 1865.

dopies of Letters from Rear-Admiral Dacres, Commander in Chief of His Majesty's

Ships and Vessels at Jamaica, to William Marsdeni £sq-

sin, Hercitle, Port Royal, May ftf, 189$.

TT HAVE the honour to enclose, for their Lordships', information, the cr/py of a

letter I have received frdra Captain Bli^h, of His Majesty's Ship SurveiHante,

acquainting me of that Ship capturing a Spanish Privateer.

I am, Sec. j*. R DACRES.

sib, , Surreillantt, May 3, 1805.

I beg leave to inform you, that His Majesty's Ship under my Command has

this day, in lat. 20° 37' ST., long. 8"2° Sti' W., captured tlie Spanish Schooner

Privateer el Refusgo, mounting three guns, and having, on board 53 Men. Sh'a

has been out 15 days, and taken nothing. I have the honour to be, &c.

To Rear-Admiral Dacra.iJcc. 4c. <$e. JOHN BLtGH.

am, Hercxtle, Port Royal, Mail 25, 1805.

I have the honour to transmit herewith, the copy of a letter 1 lra*e received from

Captain Lamborn, of His Majesty's Sloop Petefell, acquainting me of Ins having

captured a Spanish Privateer, that in all probability, bat for her Capture, wonM

have much annoyed the Trade of this Island.

I am, «tc. J. R. BACHES.

Hit Majesty's Sloop Pctcrell, May 13, 1805,

yin, off St. Jago dc Cuba.

1 have the honour to inform you, His Majesty's Sloop under my Command cap

tured this diy, at 4 A.M., after a Chase of two hours, a remarkable fine Spanish

Privateer Schooner, carrying R long eighteen pounder and 4 Sixes, and had on

board 106 Men. She sailed from St. Jago twrnty-fohr hours previous to her falling

into our hands, and Had taken nothing. 1 have the hononr to be, Sc.

To Rear-Admiral Dacres, <fc. <Jc. $c. J. LAMftORiK.

sib, itercule. Port Royal, May 26, 1805.

Captain Ross, of His Majesty's Ship Pique, having transmitted nrc a letter he

had received from Capt. (Jrol'ton, ol the Racoon, acquainting him of his having

captured a Spanish Felucca Privateer, 1 have the honour to enclose the copy

thereof, for then- Lordsliips' information.

I am, etc. i. R. DACRES.

•in, His Majesty's Sloop Racoon, off Lucca, May 13, 1805.

1 beg leave to acquaint you, on the 11th instant, being at the Anchorage of

Monte"o Bay, observed an Enemy's Schooner boarding a Droger; I immediately

slipped and gave chase, but from ber superiority in rowing and sailing in light

Winds, she effected her escape with her Prize into Cape Cruz. On my return to

this Station, I had the good lortunc to fall in with and capture the Spanish Felucca

Privateer San Fclit el Socoro, bad 40 Men on board, and one 6-pounder thrown

overboard m chase ; out from St. Jago eleven days, and had taken but ona

Droger. I have the honour to be, ctcw

EDWARD CROFTOl*.

To Captain Ross, Esq., of His Majesty's Ship Pique.

dib, . Hrrcule, Port Royal, May 28, 1805.

}. have the honour to enclose, for their Lordships' information, the copy of a

letter transmitted to me by Capt. Atkins, informing me of the Seine having cap
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tured (assisted by the Windsor Castle Packet under her Convoy) la Persevenmfe

Schooner Privateer of Guadaloupe, having one long twelve and four four-pounders,

and eighty-four Men ou board.

1 am, &c. J. R. DACRES.

Sis, His Majesty's Ship Seine, off Heniaga, April SO, 1805.

This afternoon I captured la Pcrseverantc French Schooner Privateer, after a

Chase of three hours. She is a remarkable fast-sailing fine Vessel, three years

old, new coppered, and fastened with composition bolts, of large dimensions, has

four 4-pounders and one long 12. Her complement 90 Men, and had 84 on board

when taken. She has been out twelve days from Guadaloupe, and captured an

English Sloop the Apollo of Bermuda. I have the honour to be, &c.

To Rear-Admiral Dacrcs, #c. %c. <£c. DAVID ATKINS.

N. B. The Packet was in company with me at the Capture of the Privateer,

and rendered essential service.

sir, Herculc, Port Royal, June 4, 1805.

I have the honour to enclose you the copy of a letter I have received from Capt.

Atkins, of the Seine, acquainting me of the Barge belonging to that Ship having

captured the armed Schooner Conception.
I am, &c. J. R. DACRES. ■

sir, Seine, off Aguadilla, Porto Rico, May 17, 1805.

This Morning, Lieut. Bland,*of Marines, commanding the Seine's Barge, cap-

tnred the Spanish Schooner Conception, of two gans, long 6-pounders, and ten

Men. She had many Passengers on board, who assisted in making some resist*

ance, but they could not withstand the gallant Attack of the Barge. The Passen

ger* escaped in a small Boat. The Conception is from Santa Maxta Martha, laden

with logwood : a new Schooner, and sails very fast. The Prisoners, nine in num

ber, appear sickly, and 1 shall land them immediately to prevent the introduction

of disease into the Seine, which I trust will meet your approbation.

I have the honour to be, etc.

DAVID ATKLVS.

sir, Hercule, Port Royal, June 6, 1805.

I have the honour to enclose, for their Lordships' information, the copy of »

letter I have received from Captain Younghusband, of the Heureux, informing me

of his having fallen in with, and captured the French Felucca Privateer la Dcsiree,

of one carriage gun and forty Men. I am, Sec. J. R. DACRES,

His Majesty's Ship Hcureui, Port Royal, Jamaica,

sir, June 3, 1805.

I have the honour to inform you, that on the 31st instant, off Cape Nicola Mole,

I felt in with, and captured the French Felucca Privateer la Desiree, of one cai-

riagc gun and forty Men. I have the honour to be, etc.

GEORGE YOUNGHUSBAND.

To Rear- Admiral Dacres, tj-c. <Je. Jrc.

»in. Hercule, Port Royal, June 14, 1805.

1 have the honour to enclose, for their Lordships' information, the copy of ■

1'tter I have received from Captain Mudge, of His Majesty's Ship Blanche.

1 am, etc. J. R. DACRES.

His Majesty's Ship Blanche, off Point Wevea,

sir, St.'Domhtgo, June 10, 1805.

I beg leave to acquaint you of my having this morning captured l'Amilie,

French National Schooner, Monsieur Francis Dupuis, Lieutenant de Vaisseau,

Commander, pierced for 14 guns, and 85 Men, with dispatches from General

Ferrand to St. Jago de Cuba, after a Chase of eleven hours.

L'Amitie is a remarkable fine Vessel, coppered and fastened, and in every

respect fit for His Majesty's Service. During the Chase she threw overboard oiia

long brass eighteen and t.ix six-pounders, lam, etc. 2ACHARY MUDGE.

T» Rear-Admiral Dacres, Commander in Chief.
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sin, His Majesty's Slip Hercule, Port Royal, June 16, 1805.

t have the honour to enclose, lor the information of the Ix>rds Commissioner]

pf the Admiralty, a list of Vessels caplured, recaptured, and destroyed by Hu

Majesty's Ships and Vessels under my Command, between the 1st March and the

1st June. Iam.&c, J. R. DACRES.

A List of Vessels captured, destroyed, and recaptured by His Majesty's Ships and

Vessels on the Jamaica Station, under the Command ofJames Richard Dacrcs, Esq.,

Rear-Admiral of the Red, #c. <£c. <Jc 1 between the 1st of March and the 1st of

Jtme, 1805.

Spanish Schooner Santa Rosa, of 3 guns and 57 jten : captured by the Hunter,

Captain Incjcfield.

, French Schooner Elizabeth, laden with sundries! captured by the John Bull

Cutter; Lieutenant Kortwright.

American Brig Panther, laden with coffee, ice: recaptured by the Fairy,

Captain Creyke.

French Schooner Hazard, of 6 guns and 80 Men : captured by the Blanche,

Captain Mudge.

A French Sloop, (name unknown,) laden with fustic : captured by the Racoon,

Captain Gordon.

A French National Schooner, (name unknown,) of 1 brass long twelve-poun

der, 2 brass long fOur-pounders, 4 brass three-pound swivels, and 96 Men :

destroyed by the Gracieuse Schooner Tender, Mr. Smith, Midshipman of the

Hercule.

French Schooner Flying Fish, laden with dry goods, etc. : captured by the

Snake, Captain Boiven.

Dutch Schooner Antelope, of 5>guns and 34 Men: captured by the Stork,

Captain 1c Geyte.

British Schooner Desirec : recaptured by the Papillon, Captain Woolscy.

Spanish Felucca Conception, of 1 gun and 25 Men : captured by the Papillon,

Captain Woolsey.

Spanish Schooner Don Carlos : captured by the Gracicuse Schooner Tender,

Mr. Smith, Midshipman of the Hercule.

Spanish Brig Santa Elena, laden with cocoa in bulk : captured by the Fortunee,

Captain Vansittart.

Spauish Ship Benjamin, laden with 32 Negroes : captured by the Princess

Charlotte, Captain Gardner;

A Dutch Schooner, (name unknown,) Tender to a Dutch Frigate, of 35 Men:

laden with lumber and rice : captured by the Franchise, Captain Murray.

American Ship Anna, laden with lumber : recaptured by the. Diana, Captain

Maling.

Spanish Schooner Santa Anna, of 1 long eighteen-pounder, 4 six-pounders, and

106 Men, ladciTwith provisions: captured by the Peterell, Captain Lamborn.

Dutch Schooner William Georire Frederick, laden with Hollands in cases: cap

tured hy the Blanche, Captain Mudge.

French Schooner la Tup a-Bord, of 4 six-pounders and 46 Men : capturtd by

the Unicorn, Captain Hardyman.

Spanish Schooutr Santa Severina, laden with pitch and tar : captured by th«

Penguin, Captain Morris.

Spanish Sloop Diligcnte, laden with horses and Nicaragua wood : captured by

the tilaiiche, Captain Mudge.

British Ship Mary, laden with Island produce : recaptured by the Flying Fish,

Captain Price. t

Spanish Ship Esmeraldo, laden with quicksilver and iron: captured by th»

Penguin, Captain Morris.

British Ship Stilus, laden with Island produce : recaptured by th« Princess

Charlotte, Captain Garaner.

Spanish Schooner San Ignacio, laden with sundries: captured by the Seine,

Captain Atkins. Droit of Admiralty.

Spauish Schoone r Ucfusgo, of 3 guni and 53 Men : destroyed by the Sijr-

seillante, Captain Bligh.

fflat>. e&ton OtoI.XIV. Y
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American Schooner Courier, laden with naval stores : captured by the Diana ,

Captain Ala I inc.

American Scliooncr Ann and Harriot, laden w ith sundries : recaptured by the

Diana, Captain Alaling.

French Ship General Erneuf, late His Majesty's Sloop Lilly, of 18 twelve-

pounder carronades, 2 long four-pounders, 129 Seamen, and 31 Soldiers : sunk,

and exploded as going down, by the Rcnard, Captain Coghlan.

Spanish Schooner San Felix y Socaroo, of 1 gun and 40 Men : captured by

the Racoon, Captain Crofton.

French Schooner Perscverantc, of 1 twelve-pounder, 4 four-pounders, and 84

Alen : captured by the Seine, Captain Atkins.
Spanish Schooner Elizabeth, of 10 guns and 47 Alcn ■ captured by the Bacchante.

Captain Dashwood.

Spanish Schooner Conception, of 2 hmj six-pounders, and 19 Alen : captured

by the Barge of the Seine, Lieutenant Wand, of Marines.

French Schoonrr Dcsiree, of 1 gun and 50 Men : destroyed by the Hcnreux,

Captain Younghusband, J It. DACRES.

Copy of a Letter from Captain Poyntz, Commnnrlrr of Hit Majesty's Ship tha

Mclampus, to W illiam Marsdcn, Esj. ; dated in l'hjmoutli Sound the 22d July.

SIR

I beg you will he pleased to inform the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty

of my arrival at this Port with the Hydra, Prize to the Melampn* : for the par

ticulars of which 1 beg to refer you to a copy of mv letter to Admiral Corn-

wallis, herewith enclosed. I am, &c. STEPHEN POYNTZ.

sin, Mclampus, Plymouth Sound, July 22, 1805.

I have the honour to acquaint you, that, in executing Admiral Lord Gardner's

orders, His Majesty's Ship under my Command, the 13th instant, in lat . 50° N.,

long. 20? W., captured the Hydra Spanish private Ship of War, of 28 guns,

mounting 22 long nines on the main deck, leaving two spare ports, and 6 sixes on

the quarter-deck, with a complement of 192 Men, three of whom were killed, and

several wounded, in the Skirmish. Her Cruise of four months terminated on die

seventeenth day without any loss to the Trade of this Country ; and her superior

qualifications induce me to recommend her for His Majesty's Service.

I have the honour to be, &c.

To Admiral Cornwallii, <jjc. S. POYXTZ.

Copy of a Letter from Rear-Admiral Vrury to William Marsden, L$q., dated at

Cork the '.'lJt July.

SIR,

. You will please to acquaint the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that

His Majesty's Ships Topaze and Venus arrived here this day with I'Hiromhllc, a

French Brig Privateer, of 16 guns, and 90 Men, Prize to the latter. Enclosed I

transmit a letter from Captain Matson, which will inform their Lordships of the

particulars of the Capture.

I beg leave lo mention that Captain Alatson describes this Brig as sailing

extraordinary well ; that the Venus took her by having her to leeward and out-

carrying her, and that by the Wind she sails much faster than the Venus.

I am, etc. W. OB. DRLRY.

SIR, Venus, Cork Harbour, July 21, 1805.

I have the satisfaction to acquaint you, that His Alacsty's Ship under my Com

mand, on the morning, at daylight, of the 10th instant, being in the lat. 48? 24'

N„ and about the lone. I t0 gave Chase to a Sail bearing west ; and, after av

run of sixty-six miles W.N.W. with a fine breeze from the north-east, in six. hours

came up with and captured 1'Hrrondelle French Privateer Brie, belonging to

Dunkirk, mounting 16 guns, four sixes, and. the rest three-pounders ; two of the

former were thrown overboard in the Chase, and having on board 90 Alen ; left

Gigeon in Spain 27th of last month, and has not since made any Captures.

This Brig, on her former Cruise, fell in with and took the Queen Charlotte

Packet, Captain Aludge, after an Action of two hours, on the 16th of May last, in

the lat. 47» 20' N., and long. 12" 20' W., and captured several other Vessels.

I have the honour to be, &c.

Tf Rtw.AdmiralDrury.E*}. efc. U. MATSON.
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LONDON GAZETTE EXTRAORDINARY.

ADMIBAl-Tt-nrflCE, JULY 31, 1805.

Copy of a T.etter from the lion. Admiral Cornwallis, Commander in Chief of Hit

Mttiesty's Ships and Vessels in the Channel, (J(-r., to William Marsden, Esq., dated

Ville de Paris, off Ushant, 26th July, 1805. tight P. M.

SIR,

I have the pleasure to enclose, for the information of the Lords Commissioners

of the Admiralty, a Letter from Vice-Admiral Sir Robert Caldvr, giving an ac

count of hi* success against the Combined Squadrons of France aud Spain.

1 have the honour to be, &c. \V. CORNWALLIS.

sib, Prince <f Wales, July 23, 1805.
Yesterday, at noon, lat. 43° 30' N., lone. 11Q 17' W., I was favoured with a

view of the Combined Sqnadrons of France and Spain, consisting of 20 Sail of the

Line, also three large Ships armed en Jiute, of about 50 guns each, with five

Frigates, and three Brigs : the Force under my directions at this time consisting

of 15 Sail of the Line, two Frigates, a Cutter, nnd a Lugger, I immediately stood

towards the Enemy with the Squadron, making the needful Signals for Battle in

the closest order ; and on closing with them, 1 made the Signal for attacking their

centre. When I had reached their rear, I tacked the Squadron in succession ;

this brought us close up under their lee, and when our headmost Ships reached their

centre, the Enemy were tacking in succession ; this obliged me to make again

the same manoeuvre, by which 1 brought on an Action which lasted upwards of

four hours, when I found it necessary to bring-to the Squadron to cover the two

captured Ships, whose names are in the margin *. I have to observe, the Enemy

had every advantage of Wind and weather during the whole day. The weather

liad been foggy at times, a great part of the morning ; and very soon after we had

brought them to Action, the fog was so verv thick at intervals, that we could with

great difficulty see the Ship a-head or a-stem of us ; this rendered it impossible to

take the advantages of the Enemy by Signals I could have wished to have done.

Had the weather been more favourable, I am led to believe the Victory would

inive been more complete. J have very great pleasure in saying, every Ship was

conducted in the most masterly style ; and I beg leave here publicly to return
••very Captain, Officer, and Man, whom I had the honour to Command on that

day, my most grateful thanks, lor their conspicuously gallant and very judicious

good conduct.

The Hon. Captain Gardner, of the Hero, led the Van Squadron in a most

masterly and Omcer-like manner, to whom I feel myself particularly indebted ;

«s also to Captain Cuming, for his assistance during the Action.

Enclosed is a list of the killed and wounded on board the different Ships. If £

may judge from the great slaughter on board the captured Ships, the Enemy

must have suffered greatly. They are now in sight to windward ; and when I

have secured the explored Ships, and put the Squadron to rights, I shall erf-

deavom* to avail myself of any opportunity that may ofler to give you some

lurther account of these Combined Squadrons,

I ^.ave the honour to be, &c.

Hon. Admiral Cornioallh. R. CALDER.

List of the Killed and Wounded on board the Ships of the Squadron under Me

Orders of Vice-Admiral Sir Robert Calder, Bart., on the 'itd of July, 1805.

Hero—Hon. A. H. Gardner, 1 killed, 4 wounded.

Ajax—William Brown, 2 killed, 16 wounded.

Triumph—Henry Immtn, 5 killed, 6 wounded.

Burfleur—George Martin, 3 killed, 7 wounded.

Agamemnon—John Harvey, 3 wounded.

Windsor Castle—Charles Buyles. 10 killed, 35 wounded.

Defiance—P. C. Durham, 1 killed, t wounded. f

Prince of Wales—Vice-Admiral Sir Robert Calder and Capt. W, Cuming,

3 killed, 20 wounded.

* St. Rafael, 81 guns. La Fume, 74 gum.
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Repulse—Hon. A. K. Legge, 4 wounded.

Raisonable—Josias Rowley, 1 killed, 1 wounded.

Dragon—Edward Griffiths, none.

Glory—Rear-Admiral Sir Charles Stirling and Capt. Samuel Warren, 1 killed.

1 wounded.

Warrior—S. Hood fjnzce, none.

Thunderer—W. Lechmere, 7 killed, 11 wounded.

Malta—Edward Bullcr, 5 killed, 40 wounded.

FRIGATES.

Egyptienne—Hon. C. E. Fleming, no return.

Syrius—W. Prowsc, 2 killed, 3 wounded.

Frisk Cutter—Lieut. J. Nicholson, none.

Nde Lugger—Lieut. G. Fennel, none.

Total—41 killed, 158 wounded.

R. CALDER.

AUGUST 3, 1805.

Copy of a letter from Sir Robert Colder, Bart., Vice- Admiral of the Blue, to the

Honourable li'ittiam Cornwatlis, Admiral of the White, <V-r, ; dated on board His

Majesty's Ship the Prince of' Wales, the 26th of July, 1805.

sin,

lam induced to send, hy the Windsor Castle, a triplicate of my Dispatch of

•he 23d Instant. Owing to a very great omission of my Secretary, who, from

indisposition, and an interlineation in my first Letter, neglected to insert the

. name of Rear-Adunral Charles Stirling in my public thanks ; I nm therefore to re

quest you will be pleased to cause the mistake to be corrected as early as possible.

I have the honour to be, Sec.

ROB. CALDER.

AT7CCIT 17, 1805.

Copy of a Letter from Vice-Admiral Rainier, to William Marsdcn, Esq., dated

Trident, Madras-Road, March 9, 1805.

sir,

1 feel the highest gratification in having the pleasure to enclose, for their

Lordships' information, copy of a Letter I have very recently received from

Captain Henry Lambert, of Jl's Majesty's Ship St. Fiorenzo, containing the

particulars ol his success in taking the French National Frigate la Psyche, Capt.

J. Bergeret. preceded by a very active pursuit. The loss of 51on on both sides

is great, but, as flstial, much more so on board the Enemy. It adds much to

the honour and credit of Captain Lambert, his Officers and Crew, that the

character of Captain Bergeret stands high in the French Navy, being the same

Officer who commanded la Virginie, when captured by Sir Edward Pellew in

the Indefatigable; to which may be added (he increased annoyance sustained by

the St. Fiorenzo, trcm the great support given the French Frigate by 1'Equivoque

armed Ship. But I cannot help expressing myself much pleased with the

animated and spirited resolution taken by Captain Lambert, for renewing the

Attack, which was only prevented by Victory, attempts of that kind have

been generally found to be successful, evincing fiie superior valour of British

Sailors, and exhibiting a most laudable example for imitation to the Service in

general. All the trading part of His Majesty's Subjects throughout India rejoice

on the occasion of this Capture, as bc'm^ more apprehensive of depredations on

their Trade from Captain Bcrgeret's abilities and activity, than from the whole

remaining Force of the French Navy at present in these Seas united.

I have the honour to be, &c.

PETER RAINIER.

sir, St. Fiorenzo, Kedgeree, Feb. 17, 1805.

I have the honour to inform you of my arrival this day off the Sand Heads,

after having proceeded to the southward, in consequence of a Letter received

the 8th Instant Irom the Chief Secretary of Government, acquainting me of >

suspicious Vessel having appeared off Vizagapatam, supposed to be the National

. "Frigate P»yche, and requesting, in the name of his Excellency the Governor-

General in Councilj that I would either proceed towards that place, or other-

N
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'■wt*r as I might consider most expedient to the advantage of the public Service j

••I therefore thought that I should not be exceeding the limits of your Orders by

pursuing such a course as I conceived most probable for intercepting the said

Vessel, should she be bound to the northward and eastward.

On the 13th Instant, at six A. M., in latitude 19° 35' N., longitude 85° 2&

I had the satisfaction to discover three Sail at anchor under the land, who

shortly after weighed and made sail to the southward. I plainly observed that one

was a Frigate, and the other two apparently Merchant Ships. I continued the

Chase until half-pa.it seven P. M. the following day, when coming up with the

sternmost Vessel, she proved to be the Thetis, Country Ship, Prize to the French

Frigate la Psyche, of thirty-six guns, and 210 Men, under tbe Command of

Captain Bcrgcrct, then a-head at a short distance. Finding the Enemy had

abandoned the Thetis, I left a Midshipman in charge, and continued the Chase

after the Frigate, then making off under all sail. At ten minutes past eight com

menced close Action, at the distance of about half a cable's length, and continued

to until half-past eleven; at which time, finding all our running ringing very much

cut up, hauled olf to repair the same. At midnight, bore up to renew the Conflict;

but, just as we were about to recommence our lire, an Officer from the Enemy

came on board to inform 'me Captain Beryeret, from humanity*) sake for the

remaining survivors, had struck, though he might have borne the Contest longer.

During the Action we were occasionally annoyed by the fire of l'Equivoquc

Privateer, of ten guns and forty Men, commanded by a Lieutenant. She proved

lo be tlie late Pidgeon Country Ship, fitted out by Captain Bcrgeret as a

Privateer : which Vessel, from sailing very well, I am concerned lo acquaint

you, effected her escape in the course of the night.

I beg leave to observe, from the able support which I received during the
Action from Lieutenants Doyle, Dawson, Collier, and Davies, ■ Mr. Findlayson

the Master, and Lieutenant Ashmore, of the Marines, as well as the rest of the

Ship's Company, who displayed the most gallant and spirited conduct on the

occasion, merit my warmest encomiums. I also feel it a duty incumbent on me

to recommend Mr. Doyle, my First Lieutenant, to your attention, from his

meritorious and exemplary behaviour throughout the Contest. I am grieved to

relate that Lieutenant Dawson is dangerously wounded in the breast with a

boarding Pike while in the act of boarding.

Enclosed 1 transmit a list of the killed and wounded of His Majesty's Ship

under my Command, also of the late French National Frigate la Psyche.

I have the honour to be, &c.

To Vice-Admiral Rainier, Commander in Chief', <Jj-c. H. LAMBERT.

A List of the Killed and Wounded in His Majesty's Sliip St. Fiorenzo.

Killed.—Mr. Chrivtopher H. B. Lefroy, Midshipman, 8 Seamen, 1 Drummer,

and 2 Marines.

Wounded.—Lieutenant Dawson, Mr. Findlayson, Master. Lieutenant Ashmore

of the Marines, Mr. Martingle, Midshipman, 30 Seamen, and 2 Marines.—Total,

12 killed and 36 wounded.

A Return of the Killed and Wounded in the late French Frigate la Psyche".

Killed.—The Second Captain, 2 Lieutenants, 54 Seaine.ii and Soldiers.

Wounded.—70 Officers and Seamen.—Total, 57 killed and 70 wounded.

Copy ofa Letterfrom Rear-Admiral Dacrcs, to W. Marsden, Esq., dated on board

the Shark, at Port Royal, 3d July, 1805.

SIR,

Herewith you will receive the copy of a Letter, from Lieutenant Benarding,

commanding the Sandwich Cutter, ' to Captain Dashwood, of the Bacchante,

acquainting him with the-Capture of three Privateers.

I am, &C. J. R. DACRES.

His Majenty'sjCtttter Sandwich, at Nassau,

sir, ft'eio Providence, May 21, 1805.

In consequence of your Order of the 21st Ultimo, I proceeded on the Cruise

directed, in company with the Nassau Schooner, and on the 61b, Instant, tha,
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West Caicos bearing E. S. E. about eight leagues, we fell in with and raptured

the French ariued Schooners la Kennmmce, mounting three guns, one long nine,

and two sixes, having on board 56 Men ; and on the 7th, la Rencontre, mount

ing two guns, four pounders, and 42 Men ; as alio la Veuus, with one gun ami

S5 Men.

I should have continued to Cruise for a greater length of time, but was forced

to return troiu the great number of Prisoners.

I an, &c. C. D. BEN; AUDI NG.

Captain Dash wood, Bacchante.

sm. Shark, Port Reynf, 5th July, 1805.

I have the honour to enclose, for their Lordships' information, the copy of a

Letter I have received from Captain Atkins, of the Seine, acquainting mc of the

Barge, commanded by Lieutenant Bland, of the Marines, having captured an

armed Spanish Felucca. I am, &c.

To H'm. Martdeu, E$q. J. R. DACRES.

sin, Srine, off Aqnndella, June 18, 1305.

Lieutenant Bland, of the Marines, commanding the Seine's Barge, returned

this morning from a short Cruise, in which lie destroyed a Spanish Sloop, and

capfurrd the Conception, a large Spanish Felucca, of two Pong four-pounder?,

and 14 Men, after an Action of three quarters of an hour : the Enemy had five

Men severely wounded ; and I am happy to add, not a Man was hurt in the

Barge.

This is the second very gallant dash of Mr. Bland since our arrival here ; in

fcoth he has acquired much credit, and he speaks in the strongest terms of the

gallantry and good conduct of Mr. Edward Cook, Midshipman, who accompanied

him, and of all the Boat's Crew. The Felucca is laden with cocoa and cochineal,

and was bound from Porto Rico to Cadiz.

I have the honour to be, &c.

To J. R. Dacrcs, Esj., Commander in Chief, D. AfKIJCS.

<a-c.sfc.fc.

Arc ust 24.

Copy of a letter from Captain Nudge, of Ilia Nojcsht't late Ship Blanche, tr

William Marndeo, Esq. ; dated on board the Frenefi Rational Ship Topuic, 22d

July, 1805.

•IB,

T am sorry to inform you of the lois of His Majesty's Ship Blanche, which was

captured by a French Squadron, as per margin * ; hut, fhank God, she was not

destined to bear French Colours, or lo assist the Fleet of the Enemy.

On Friday morning, July 19th, in lat. 20? 20' N., long. 66" 44* W., (weather

hazy,) at eight, four Sail wcie seen off the weather cat-head, three Ships, and a

Brig on the opposite tack, under easy sail. I kept to the Wind until we were

near enough to distinguish Colours. I then made the necessary Signals to ascer

tain wbelber they were Enemies. At ten, when u-breast, about three miles

distant, they all bore up, and hoisted English Ensigns ; hut, from the make of the

Union, and colour of the Bunting, with other circumstances, I concluded the v
■wcrc French, and therefore determined to sell the Ship as dearly as possible (lor

• La Topaze, of 44 guns, 28 eighteen-ponnriers on the main-deck, 10 thirty-

six pound carronades and 6 twelve-pounders on the quarter-deck and forecastle,

Captain Bourdin, Commander, 340 Men, 10 Officers and 60 Privates, Legion di

Midi.—<410.)

Le Departemcnt des Landes, of 20 guns, nine-pounders, and 2 six-pounders

on the forecastle, Captain des Mantel, '.'00 Men, (j Officers and 30 Privates, Le

gion de Midi.—(236.)

LaTorche, of 18 guns, long twelve-pounders, Captain Brunei, 190 Men, 3

Officers and 20 Privates, Legion de Midi —(LM3.)

Le Faune, of 16 guns, niiio-pouuders^ Captain Deluii, 120 Men, and 3 Officers^

Legion de Midi.—(123.)
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MriKne wa< not of the question, the Blanche having little or no copper on these

last nine months, ami sailed very heavy). Having brought-to, with the mainsail

ti* the brails, at eleven the Commodore ranged up within two cables' leagth,

shifted his Colours, aad gave us lii* broadside. When wiiIhii pistol-soot she re

ceived ours;—the Action became warm and steady, the- Ships never without

bail of each other, running tar^e, under easy sail;—le Departemcnt des Laodea

«a tile starboard quarter, an.i the two Corvettes close astern. At forty-five

minutes past eleven the Slup became ungovernable, and was reduced to a perfect

Wreck ; the *ails totally destroyed, ten shut in the foremast (expecting it tu- fall

every iniuuu), the mainmast anJ rigging cut to pieces, seven guns dismounted,

and the Crew reduced to one hundred and ninety, and the rest fulling fast, with

tto probability of escape, I called a Council of Officers .for their opinion, wbo

deemed it only sacrificing the lives of the remainder of as brave a Crew ns ever

fought, to hold out longer, as there was not the smallest prospect of success-; I

therefore, at twelve, ordered the Colours to he struck, and was immediately hur

ried on boarcl the Commodore. At sit, the Officers, who had charge of the

Blanche, returned, and reported the Ship to be sinking fast, on which she was

fired ; and in about an hour alter she sunk, for the Magazine had been some

tunc under Water.

Thus, Sir, fell the Blanche ; and I trust the Defence made by her Officers and

gallant Crew will meet their Hardships' approbation.
I have the honor to be, S '•.

ZACHARY MCBfirfi.

P.S. Including every individual when the Ship went into Action, there were

but two hundred and fifteen, thirty Men being in Prizes, and eight left on boarii

•ne of the Frigates at Jamaica. I cannot exactly ascertain those killed and

wounded, as the Crews were promiscuously distributed to the diHerent Ships of

•he Squadron, but those that came immediately under my notice were,

Kitled.—John TVichols, Quarter-Master ; William Marsh, aiile ; TJiomas Mul-

1ms, ditto ; James Forode, ditto ; Edward Marsh, ditto ; N'imrod Luuce, Marine ;

William Jones, ditto, (Drummer) ; William Strutton, Boy.

Wounded.—Mr. William Hcwett, Boatswain, with ten Seamen, and two

Copy of a Letterfrom Captain Barton, oflfis Wajestu's Ship Goliath, to W. Wandcn,

Esq. ; dated at Sea the 15'.h Instant.

SIR,

I have enclosed, for their Lordships' information, a copy of a letter I haw thur

4ay sent to the Honourable Admiral ComwaUis.

I have the honour to be, &r.

R. BAJUW.

sin, Goliath, at Sea, Atigntt 15, 1805.

I beg leave to acquaint yon, for the information of my Lords Com.niuioner* of

the Admiralty, that agreeably to your order of llio 11th instant, standings for

Frirol, this day, at eight A.M., lat. 45° 32' X., and long. 7" 25' W., w*

t- 41 in, with le Faune Brig Corvette, mounting- sixteen guns, which, after a short

Chase, we captured. She was- chaxed Iry the Camilla, who was in company,

since eleven P.M. : she was from Martinico, bound to any part of t ho Coast'

aiie coidd make. She had on board twenty-two Men belonging to the Blanche.

I have sent the Corvette in charge of the Camilla* Captain Taylor, who is

IkiuikI to Portsmouth, and shall immediately proc-eeii to put your order in-

I hare- th» honour to be, etc.

K. BABTOK.

Honourable Admiral Cornwallis, <Jc 4*-

N.B. Lo Faune is perfectly new, tlih being her first Voyage ; , she- sbiIs re

markably lkit, aid I think is >' uuU acquiiitbu to the Service fur this class of.

Vtudi/ ^ K»
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Copy of a Letterfrom Captain Taylor, of His Majesty's Ship Camilla, to 11'. Marsdt^i

Esq. ; dated at Spithead, 22d August, 1805.

SIR,
I acquaint you, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the Ad

miralty, that we arrived here this morning ; and that a tine new French Corvette

Brig, le Faune, of 16 guns and ninety-eight Men, after being chased nine hour*

by His Majesty's Ship Camilla, was captured the 15th instant, at eight A.M., in

Iat.45' IB' N'., long. 7" 36' W., by her and His Majesty's Ship Goliath, who

joined in the latter part of the pursuit.

I have the honour to be, &c.

B. W. TAYLOR.

Thcfollowing is an Eitract ofa Letterfrom John Rogers, Esq., commanding the United

States' Squadron in the Mediterranean, to Fred. Dcgen, Esq., Navy Agent for the

United States, at Naples, dated Malta, June 8, officially communicated :—

- SIR,

" I have the honour to make known to you, that Peace was concluded between

the United States of America and his Excellency the Bashaw of Tripoly, by

Tobias Lear, Commissioner on the part of the United Slates, and the said Bashaw*

of Tiipoly, in behalf of himself and subjects, on the 3d instant, on terms the most

honourable and advantageous to the United States. Our unfortunate Countryman,

Captain Bainbridgc, Officers and Crew of the late Frigate Philadelphia, are again

restored to the arms of Liberty and their Country ; and I beg yon, Sir, to givo

these communications publicity.

" I have the honour to be, very respectfully,

" Your obedient humble Servant,

" JOHN ROGERS."

Minutes of the Action between the Combined Fleet of France awl Spain , and the British

Squadron under the Command of Vice-Admiral Sir llooert Colder:

" His Majesty's Ship Windsor Castle, lat. 44 deg. 10 min.

long. 11 dcg. 22 min.^-Cape Finisterre S. E. 112 Miies.

One Hundred leagues IV. E. of Ushant.

" P. M. Moderate breezes, and thick foggy weather. At two o'clock, Admiral

Calder made the Signal for an Enemy being in sight, and to prepare for battle ; at

three ditto, formed the Line of Battle in open order ; forty-five minutes after four,

the Van Ships having tacked, Signal was made to engage the EnOny's centre in

close order; fifty-five after four, the cannonading commenced by Ships a-head }

the fog being so thick, could not discover what Ships were engaged ; ten minutes

past five, being on the larboard tack, observed the Barfleur on the starboard tack ;

tacked Ship on her wake ; the fog having cleared away a little, discovered two!

French Line of Battle Ships, a Frigate, and a Brig, opposed to us, when we opened

our fire, with an almost incessant cannonading ; at forty-five minutes after six,

a Spanish Ship of the Line dropped down to support the above Ships ; they haul

ing I heir fore and main halyards on board, made sail to windward from us, at the

same time kept up a heavy fire; two other Ships of the Line took their stations ;

the Prince of Wales coming up, partially engaging two Ships of the Line, their

foremost fire being directed at us, and their aftermost at the Prince of Wales.

At seven, our fore-top-mast and main-top-gallant-mast shot away. At forty-five

after seven, observed the Ship opposed to us before the beam, with the main aud

mizen mast gone, which Ship struck her Colours, and dropped astern; sent a Boat
■with Lieutenant Molineux to take possession, who was prevented by the heavy fire?

from (he Prince, of Wales, not observing she had struck her Colours to us.

The fog again coming on, the Boat returned on board. The headmost of the two

Ships, whose fire was divided between us and the Prince of Wales, appeared to be'

much disabled, bore up and dropped down upon our Line, under a very heavy fire

from Ships astern, her lower masts then standing. About half past eight, the

Enemy ceased firing at us, but continued engaging astern until three quarters past

eight, when they made sail to windward. Out disabled situation, the standing and

5
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tunning rigging shot away* our musts ami yards ranch wounded, rendered it;

impracticable to pursue them ; at eleven, the Dragon informed us -she was ordered

to remain by, and assist us ; it necessary, lo luk-r u* in low. A. M. moderate and

line; at thirty minutes past lour, observed the Malta Alan of War, Sirius ..nrl

Egyptienne Frigates, coining np from the leeward, with two of the Enemy's Line

ot' Battle Ships in tow; the remainder of the Enemy's Ships, thirty in number,

being hull-down to windward. British Squadron, consisting of thirteen Ships of

the Line, two sixty-four gun Ships, and two Frigates, a Lugger, and Cutter.

I'uemy's Fleet, consisting of twenty-two Ships of the Line, six Frigates, and two

lings, one Store-ship, and u captured English South Seaman, under a heavy press

of sail, to windward."

IZitrpct of q letter from an Officer on hoard one of the Fri^tites in Sir Robert

Calder't Fleet.

" On the 22d July, about eleven A. M., tlie Defiance, one of the look out

SMps, made a Signal for a Fleet N. W., directly lo windw ard of our Fleet ; short !,y

alter the Signal lor their being the Enemy's Fleet, and that they consisted of Ships

of the Line and Frigates, to the number of thirty. At this time we were to wind

ward of the Defiance, and four or five leagues lo w indward of our Fleet. About

half past twelve P. M. we could plainly count from pur deck from twenty-five to

thirty Sail, apparently lying-to. The Defiance getting nearly within gun-shot,

relumed to our Fleet, who were then forming in Line ot Bailie. About two we

were considerably within gun-shot of the Enemy's advanced Squadron, which

then lucked and stood to windward of their Fleet, ihen formed in Line. ^Yc bore

up lo leeward of their advanced Ship, and passed within half gun-shot of theic

whole Line, which was formed in a masterly stilr, and consisted of seventeen Sail

of the Line, and three Line of Battle Ships lo windward for the protection of their

Rear. They had likewise seven large Frigates, two Brifcs, and a very valuable

Galleon, which one of their Filiates had in tow ; the Frigates were likewise to wind

ward (with the three Ships of the Line,) of their sternir.ost Ship. Our Fleet was

dt this time about six miles lo Itevvard, on ihe starboard tack, under a press of sail,

the Enemy at the same time under easy sail—a thick fog intervening, prevented

the two I'leets from seeing each other. Seeing the Galloon in tow by the Frigate,

and observing tl.ey were the stern. most Ship of the Enemy's Line, we tacked with

the intent ofattempting to cut her oil'. This sudden manoeuvre, threw the Enemy's

Frigate inlo alaim, and she immediately commenced filing Signal-guns iii quick

succession, which caused three Line of Battle Ships, stationed to cov er their Hear,

to edge downfurher protection. Our attempt being thusfiustrated, we were com-

pelled to edge down to our Fleet. The log at this liinc cleared a little, and we

perceived that our Fleet tacked for ihe Enemy, and the Admiral had given lh«

Signal to attack their Centre. As we. were edging away, we observed the Van of

ihe Enemy had wore for the protection of the Galleon likewise, and when we

observed, their leading Ships (ihree quarters past lour,) were i i a very critical

situation. On passing, they hoisted Spanish Colours, and we received tin whole

pre oftheir three Jcading Ships, upwards of l'.'O ] i.cesol heavy artillery i discharged

in one riioiuent on our Frigate, wiiilc we could only return twenty. Thus the

Action commenced : our leading Ship, the Hero, 74, tacked immediately the

Enemy opened their tire on us, and commenced a heavy cannonading yii them iii

return. It continued with unremitting fury for three hours and a ha|f, when we

saw (on the clearing of the foir, at intervals,,) the French Line to windward, and two

Ships disabled, although wc could not at the time distinguish whether they belonged

to the Enemy or us." At half pas! eight the firing ceased on both sides ; the Admiral

hoisted his distinguishing lights, as did the rest of the Squadron, when we could

plainly observe our Fleet to be lu tolerable order, considering the extreme foggi-

pess of the weather, and had apparently suffered hut little, although the firing 011

both sides wes extremely heavy. We being just lo leeward of the Admiral, wne

ordered into the Hear to take possession of the two Prizes, attending on which duly

has been our constant employment ever since. About u:ne, the. Admiral made lha

Signal to bring to on the starboard tack, which was complied with by the whole

Line. The two Spanish Ships thai haye surrendered ha.l COO ijeu killed and

wounded ; their lower masts shot away by the board, so that ihev were rendered

f5ab. Ghron. ffiloUXIV. z
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totally unmanageable, and gave us immense trouble in towing them. Had th*

weather beeu clear, I have no hesitation in saving they would have been com

pletely defeated—but the fog prevented our Ships getting near enough (they not

being discernible hut at intervals.) and the French being to windward were too

wise to conic nearer to us. On the 24th, the Wind shifted to the Eastward, which

brought our Fleet to windward ofthe Enemy. At this time we were so far to lee

ward with our Prizes, that we could not see the Enemy, though our Fleet

could. -

FRENCH ACCOUNT OF THE ACTION WITH SIR ROBERT CALDER.

MINISTRY OF MARINE.

" On beard the F.vrperot'* Ship Buccntaurc, 8 Thcmidor, (27 July),

40 Leaguet W.S. IF. off Cape Fini$terrt.

" I have the honour, my Lord, to give you an account of the Combined

Flt-ets having quilted Martinique on the 16lh 1'rairlal.

*' On the 9th July, being off Cape Finistcrre, there came on an E.N.E.

and N.E. Wind, which blew with great violence. The Iudomptable lost her

niain-top-must, and the Fleet suffered much damage in its yards and sails. The

Wind modi rated, hut continued blowing from the same quarter, and I remained

without being able to make more way, still contending with adverse Winds to th«

22d July, when I descried 21 Sail of the Enemy. I immediately formed in Lin*

of Battle on the larboard tack. Admiral Gravina made to the Spanish Squadron

the Signal to head the Line, and he himself led the Combined Squadrons. The-

weather was excessively foggy. We steered towards the Enemy, who steered

towards us in a long Line, with the apparent intention of hauling their Wind

npon our Rear, and of placing it between tw o fires, by tacking before the Wind,

As soon as I saw them to leeward, 1 made the .Signal for luffing up and going

about.

" The fog began to disperse. As soon as my Signal was seen by Admiral

Gravina, he immediately obeyed it with much resolution, and was followed by all

the Vessels of the Fleet. As soon as lie closed, he engaged the Enemy's Ships,

which had already began their movement before the Wind. But the fog then

became so thick that it was impossible to see any thing, and each Ship could

scarcely see the Vessel next to it.

*' The Battle then began almost along the whole Line. Wc fired by the light

ef the Enemj's (ire almost always without seeing them. It was only at the end

of the Battle, when the. weather cleared up a little, that I could sec to leeward

of the 1jnc a Ship of the Lino under Spanish Colours working to w indward under

her courses, her top-sails struck—near her were two of the Enemy's, one totally

dismasted ; and the other, a three-decker, with her topmast gone, and much cut

in her rigging, running both before the Wind. The dismasted Ship appeared in

great confusion, and could scarcely keep the Sea with all her Fninps going.

" An excessively thick tog covered the whole Van and lli ar of trie Squadron,

and prevented us from executing any movement. As far as I could see, all th*

advantage of the Combat was with us.

" The fog did not abate during the remainder of the evening. During th*

night the two Squadrons remained in sight, making Signals to keep together.

1 thought, however, I perceived that the Enemy retreated. As soon as the day

broke we saw them much to leeward of us. All the reports received from the.

French Vessels were satisfactory ;—those of Admiral Gravina evinced a firm

determination to pursue and again attack the Enemy. When the weather after

wards cleared up, we did not perceive two Spanish Ships, la Firmc and le St.

Raphael.

" I ordered a general bringing-to, and forming a Line of Battle on the larboard

tack, bore down upon the Enemy.

" The Wind abated, the Sea was high, the Enemy bore down, and it was im

possible for me, during the whole of the day, to engage them in the manner X

could have wished.

" 1 was busy all night in keeping the Fleet in order, that I might be ready to

renew the Engagement at day-break.
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" At the first peep of dawn, I marie Signal to bear down upon the Kucmy, who

bad taken their position at a great distance ; and endeavoured, by every possible

press of sari, to avoid renewing the Action.

" Finding it impassible to force them to a rc-engagcracnt, { thought it my

xluty not to remove any further from the line of my destination, but so to sliapo

my course as to effect, agreeably to my instructions, a juii-'tion with the Squadron

in Ferrol. I experienced much opposition from contrary Winds at N.E. and

t. If.lv, which during yesterday continued to blow with the utmost violence.
■• The following is the only accounts I have received of the two Ships which

arc missing from the Spanish Squadron s—

" Captain L'oemwo who commanded the Pluto (a French Ship), informed rue

that from the very beginning of the Action the Funic had lost her umin and

mi«n masts ; that he had protected her as long as he could keep sight of her, by

placing himself between her and the Enemy, but that he soon afterwards lost sight

of her in the fog.

" As to the St. Raphael, it appears certain that she was not dismasted,

but that Vessel being a bad sailer, fell to leeward, and we lost sight of her the

first night. '

" To conclude ; the Fog continued so thick, that I was unable to distinguish the

Force ofthe Enemy ; but on the day after the Action I saw fourteen Sail, of which

three were Three-deckers ; the greater part of them appeared much damaged. If

it is true, as stated by the Captain of la Didon, who reconnoitred the Enemy

before the Action, that they had fifteen Sail, it may be presumed that one of them

bad disappeared in the Action.

" In short, my Lord, this affair has been honourable to the arms of both Pow

ers ; and had it not been for the thick fog which continued to favour the move

ments and the retreat of the Enemy, he would not have escaped our efforts, nor a

decisive Action.

" I am still ignorant of the number of killed and wounded ; but I believe it is

not considerable. I have to regret Captain de Perrone, of His Majesty's Ship

rintrepide, who was killed. Captain Holland, of FAflas, has received a wound.

I shall have the honour to send you immediately more detailed accounts.

" I estreat your Excellency to accept my respects.

" VILLENEUVE."

From oh board Hh Imperial Majetty't Sltip the Bucentaure, at Sea,

the tid Prairial, (April 11.)

" MY LORD,

*' I have the honour to inform you, that on the 19th instant (April 8,) having

doubled Antigua, I got information that in the N.N.E. was a Convoy of the

Enemy, consisting of fifteen Sail.

" I made Signal for a general Chase, and at night-fall the whole of the Con

voy was in my power, which I sent oft' to Martinique.

" These Ships, which had come out from Antigua, were all laden with colonhJ

produce, and destined for Europe. The Convoy may be valued at five millions

(French).

" I entreat your Excellency to accept my respects.
•• VILLENEUVE." '

F.S.—The Didon Frigate has just taken a Lugger of 14 guns, and 49 Men.

" On board the Bnccntutire, off the Azoret, on the

Hh Messidor.

" my l.rmn,

" I have the honour to inform your Excellency, that yesterday: morning tin

advanced Frigates discerned tw» Sail, to which they gave Chase and came up

wit h. One was an English Privateer, the Mars, of Liverpool, of 14 guns, and 50

Men ; the other was a Spanisli Ship, the Minerva, which had been captured by

the Privateer, and which he was escorting. The Ship was coming from Lima,

having been at Sea nearly five months, with a very rich Cargo. Independent of

490,000 piastres, her Cargo consisted of bark, cocoa, &C. ; the w hole estimation

tt< from five to six millions (French). The Privateer being much damaged from
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boai-dintr, Captain Lameillerie, of the Hortense, set it on fire, after taking the*

Crew on board. The Didon manned the other, and 1 have her under my pro

tection.

" I entreat your Excellency to accept my respect*.

" VILLENEUVE."

An order, we under 'and, has been lately sent to all the Out-ports some days

ago, instructing or.r Cruisers to detain all American Vessels which have on board

property not the produce oi the United States. This order has been already

acted upon, and several Stups have been stopped. The American Consul, it. is

reported, applied to Government yesterday for an explanation ; but we arc not

acquainted with the answer he received.

It has been ascertained that the Americnn Ships have for a length of time hern

in the practice of eping to the Isle of France, and the French Ports in the West

Indies, to bring away produce, which they finally carried into French or Dutch

Ports. TheSr usual custom was to touch at an American Port, m order td give the

Cargoes the appearance of being American property ; but it is very well known

that such Cargoes never w ere landed. It is in consequence of these proceedings

that the orders above mentioned have been issued.

The following miraculous circumstance took place on board His Majesty's Ship

Leopard, at Dung ikv, on the 2SHh of July :—One oi the Carpenter's Crew, when

down in the Pump Well to sound, while the Ship was pumping out, who was per

ceived by twy others to have been longer down than necessary, and the light

extinguished, one of thein followed to find the cause, who also did not return,

upon which the other attempted, but fortunately finding himself suffocating, and

the light Ir1 had with him put out by the confined air, returned with the greatest

difficulty a!ni.ist sctisckss, and gave the alarm to Sir. Abraham Preston, the Pur

ser, and Mr. De'iou ; the former of whom, with a commendable spirit and deter

mination to save his fellow -creatures, descended, (while the nlariu to the whole

.Ship was given by the latter,) and succeeded in raising the head of the first

apparently lac-less sufferer from under water, awf placing it on the keelsale,

when fimst k' swooned away in the act : a Man who followed him with a light fell

down irom (he ladder like a stone on the top of the others. The alarm was now

general, and every one anxious to give his assistance to th" relief" of his Shipmate.

Three more entered the "XV'cIl one after the other, but did not return. It was now

perceived to be foul air collected, and the best means thought to pet the sufferers

np was to tie a rope round one to descend, with another rope, and to hoist trfiu up.

The first who went down felt himself so well, that he nniashed himself, and tied

it upon another, who was hoisted np; hut when the rope was put again down, he

was found gone with the others. All the scuttles had been opened, and the wind-

sails by this time had been howled, when two more Men descended, and succeeded

in getting every one on deck. Of Mr. P. and the two first there appeared but

little hopes of recovery; but from the attention of Captain Kai^et, and Mr.

Euchaii the Surgeon, I am l*ppy to say every one is restored to his duty in g»od

health and spirits. Ure.it praise is due to Mr. P.

CAPTURE OF THE DIAMOND ROCK.

(trench account, r"rt0M Tilt Martinique cazeitt.)

The Martinique Gazelte of the 14th June, gives a long and detailed account,

in 4 report from the Chef d'Kscadre Hover, Aid-du-Camp to the Capitain-

Genera! Villaret Joyeuse, of that most britiiMt Achievement—the Capture of the

Diamond Rock.

The report says, that Captain Dover cmbaikcd, on the 9th Prairial, 200

Troops, and w-.< convoyed by lu ?4's, a Fritrate, and a Brig. On the 11th he

divided them into two Uiv.v,,,;.^—-between nine and ten o'clock he effected a

landing, much sooner than >.<• expected, ur. ler a most heavy fire from the rjng-

lish, from the h>-iu-its of '\e Rkk, the lower » :rt having been abandoned. '• The

scaling of the Kc<Ht set <n.-cl perfectly easy, and I mad'' my dispositions accord

ingly. But the moment we bad landed, this illusion, ceased. I saw nothing but

immense precipices, perpendicular Rocks, a threatening Enemy, whom it wai

impossible to orach, and iusurwouiuuble difficulties on all sides. Our Troops
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buffered severely from a galling volley of musketry, large fragments of the rock*

cannon ball, and casks filled with stones, which they poured upon us. They

were entrenched in a number of cavities, which Nature had formed at different

heights, which it was impossible to reach but by ladders 40 feet high. The

tremendous fire of the Enemy had obliged the Boats to retreat, and the Ship*

had drifted into the offing, and we remained without support or provisions. ; we

had no resource but to rerreat into two cavities iu the Rock, between which the

Knglish succeeded in cutting otF all communication. At night the Enemy did not

at all relax in their defence. 1 endeavoured to reconnoitre the Rock on all

sides; towards midnight a Boat approached, and landed 60 Grenadiers, with

provisions ; on the lgth, in tlx; evening, I determined to summon the Garrison

to surrender the following morning. In the course of the night we received more

provisions, &c. flee, and the rest of the Grenadiers of the 32d. On examining the

Rock, immediately over our cavern, it occurred to me that it could be scaled. I

sent accordingly tor scaling ladders, and desired a Captain and Lieutenant, and

60 Grenadiers, to prepare lor the attempt in the morning. My intention to sum

mons tlie Garrison was of course relinquished, and my plan being formed, I

ordered all my Men to search every where for an outlet. About nine in the

morning, a number of them returned to inform me, that they had succeeded in

climbing up different parts of the Rock. About an hour after, Captain Cortes in

formed me, some of his Men had gained a height, which commanded the entrance

of* the* great house, and had fastened to the rocks some ropes which they found ;

hut as the Rock was 40 feet high, they did not descend witlun reach. Part of

the staircase of the great house was then brought away, which enabled them to

reach the ropes. But r.one seemed inclined to ascend until Lieutenant Girandou

climbed up the summit of the height with the rapidity of an arrow, and was fol

lowed by a number of Grenadiers, Mannes, and Soldiers. To assist this Attack

I caused a number of Men to conceal themselves in the rocks and buildings facing

the Little Savannah, in order to prevent their supporting their right flank, which

our Troops had attacked. In the mean time Captain Brunet had climbed up, at

the head of the Grenadiers, and Captain Cortes overcome every thing he found

in his way. It was now all over with the Diamond, and we should have had

possession of it in a few hotirs, when Lafine arrived with a Flag of Truce, the

Garrison having thrown out a Signal for Capitulation, which our situation pre

vented us from seeing. The firing immediately ceased—Articles of Capitulation

wern agreed upon—and at sun-rise on the 14th, Captain Maurice descended with

liis Garrison, agreeable to the Articles, filed off in front of our Troops, and laid

"down their Arms and Colours.—The number of effective Men amounted to 107.

We had 50 killed and wounded.'*

£atoal Courts partial.

PORTSMOUTH! JULY 29. ,

"Vyil-TJAM MAY, Carpenter of his Majesty's Sloop Sylph, was tried by a

' * Court Martial, for desertion, and sentenced to be dismissed from his office

of Carpenter, and to serve in such other situation as the Commander in Chief shall

'direct.

Tlie same day, Lieutenant James Cooke, of the Dolphin Store-ship, was tried

for di-oiicdicncc of orders, absenting himself from his duty, and endeavouring to

'create disturbance in the Ship, and prejudicing the winds of the Officers and Men

a.-ainst the Commanding Officer. Two of the Charges were p-oved, and he was ad

judged to be dismissed from the Dolphin.

Julu 31. Mr. John Lewis, acting Second Master anil Pilot of His Majesty's Gun-

brig Slauni h, for drunkenness and neglect ol'duty, in having suhVred and assisted

Mr. John Wood, Sub-Lieutenant of the Unu, to desert w hilst a Prisoner at large,

was sentenced to be dismissed from his oil • c of Setond Master anil Pilot, to be

rendered incapable of ever being employed as an Officer again, and to be impri

soned in the Marslialsea for six mouths.

Aug. 19. A Court Martial was held on Lieutenant VV. Smith (2d), for the lots

of the Pi^my Cutter, at Guernsey, by which he was acquitted of all blame. The

Pilot was sentenced to be reprimanded.
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©romotionu ant) appointment.

Lieutenant Nicholson, who brought the Dispatches from Sir Robert Calder, »

promoted to the rank of Commander. W. S. fiulbert, Esq. is appointed Secretary

to Vice-Admiral Douglas.

Captain Kempt, Agent for Transports at Barbadocs, is promoted to be a Post

Captain, and appointed to the Egyptienne Prison-ship ; the Hon. Captain Colville

is appointed to command the Sea Fencibles at Margate. Mr. Hawkins is ap

pointed Purser of the Indefatigable ; Mr. Young, Purser of the Nemesis; and

Mr. Channins, Purser of the BeJIona.

Captain PIampin is appointed to the Powerful ; Captain H. Beaseley, to the.

Antelope ; Captain Bolton, to the Fisgard ; Hon. Captain Bouverie, to I'Aim-

eble; Captain Pel ly, to the Mercury ; Hon. Captain Woodhouse, to the Intre

pid ; the Hon. Captain Dundas, to the Quebec ; and Captain Maurice, who so

gallantly defended the Diamond Rock, to the Savage Sloop.

Mr. Bremen is made a Lieutenant, and appointed to the Captain, of 74 guns.

Sir Robert Barlow is appointed to the London, of 98 guns, at Plymouth ;

Captain Conn, to the Victory ; and Captain C. W. Boys, of the Regulus, to the

Orpheus Frigate, vice Hill, indisposed.

BIRTHS.

August 4. At H. Hope's, Esq. Ealing, the Lady of Vice-Admiral Sir Charles

Pole, of a Daughter.

10. At Gillingham, Kent, the Wife of Captain Roby, of the Royal Navy, ef

two Daughters.

11. At Waltham Lodge, Essex, the Lady of Captain Watkins. of the Royal

Navy, of a Son,

MARRHGES.

July ST. At St. George's, Hanover-square, George Waynes, Esq. to Miaj

Clara Frances Barber, second Daughter of the late Captain Robert Barber, of the

Royal Navy.

30. At Droitwich, R. B. Vincent, Esq., Captain in the Royal Navy, to Miss

Phillippa Norbury, youngest Daughter of the late Captain Norbury, of the

Royal Navy.

OBITUARY.

Lately, at Bnrbadnrs, Lieutenant Swincy, of the Prcvost ; Lieutenant Howard,

•f the Centaur ; and Lieutenant Williams, Agent for Transports, at that Island.

August 8. At Kensington Terrace, Dr. John Snipe, one of the Physicians of

the Royal Naval Hospital at Plymouth, anil late Physician to the Fleet under

the Command of Lord Viscount Nelson, in the Mediterranean.

9> At his residence in Percy-street, Colonel Alexander Maedonald, of tb«

Royal Marines.

16. After a lingering illness, Lieutenant Thomas Jennis, of the Royal Navy.

Lately, in the West Indies, Mr. W. Clark, Midshipman, son of Mr. Clark, of

Portsmouth.

At Lcith, on the 4th August, Lieutenant John Haddawov, late «t" His Ma

jesty's Ship Bi'llerii|ilipnt in the Action of the Nile.

lately, in the West lniifes, Lieutenant lUibcrt Payne, of His Majesty's Ship

Fortunee, who was unfortunately drowned with twelve others, in one of the

Boats of that Ship, white in Chase of an Enemy's Schooner.

Lately, at hisiBrother's House, Guy's-place, near Plymouth, Captain Cudlipp,

a Commander in the Royal Navy.

* A few days since, at Portsmouth, Captain Adam Ferguson, of the Royal

Marines.

At Surinam, on the 21st September, 1804, Mr. Henry Hicks, above twenty

years aLicuttnant in the Royal Navy.
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SHIPS LOST, DESTROYED, CAPTURED, AND RECAPTURED, fie*

FRO* FEBRUARY 8, TO MARCH 1, 1805.

HpHE Vrow TeraanflU, KUn, from
den, it detained and feirt into 1

The CawadtaT de Lisbon, from Ficueira to Liverpool, U
left near Fsgutira.
The Commerce, Ritchie, from Dundee to London, with

tones, is funk nev Whitby. Crew faved.
The Providence, Baroick, from the Havana to Spain!

was loft loth October off Bermuda.
The Brothers, ■ , from Liverpool to New York,

was ftranded 17th December.
Tfae Hawke, Nicol, of. Greenock, from Trinidad to

Newfoundland, U Uken in the Weft Indict.
The following Ship* are taken by the Tribune Frigate,

and have arrived at Portsmouth, from Gibraltar:—The
Cub Soudad, laden with 1600 cafes of fugar, ice. i the Jo
hanna, with 2077 cafes of fu|ar, is00 quintals of logwood,
and tome trcafure , the Amphitiite, with a6,ooo skins ,
the Santa Terek, with ic^o bales of indigo, 130,000 dwl-
lar5, and fevcral chefts of golden images. The two Kaiser
art arrived at Portfmouth.
The &laryann, Spaui& Ship, front St. Scbaftian'i to

Cadiz, is taken by the Diamond Frigate, and arr.vcd at
toiWr.
L'Aimablr, Rita, from Havana tu St. Andcro, Is ar

rived at Cork, Prize to theLoire Fritate.
The African Convoy, which failed from Portftuouth 26th

November, met dreadful weather in the Bay, and four or
five feparated off the Coaft of Spain ; the rtft arrived at
Madeira iorh December, and were forced to Sea the neit
day in a Gale ; on the aatb they wtre leen off that Iftaadt
b'jt the weather would not peimit them to get in. The
Xefulut arrivrd dilinafted. The Trudy had alio ar
rived.
The Urania, Thomai, from Lisbon, arrived at P v at

itth February, in 14 days, and brines adricr of much
damage fuftained by the shipping there >—the ZdgeB, Car
roll, of Poole, is loft , with the greeted part of her cargo ;
the 'Nancy, Roe, hat met with co«f'derahU damage ; the
Gcodridge, Lander, Is much damaged ; the Chatty, Sca
ler, has toi r and canes ; and the Henry, Wanhclt,
earrfcd away her bowfprit. Two or three Brazil Ships
»»ere wreckd, and many other accident* happened.
The Heroine, Roblnlbn, of Workington, from C-vtt to

Limerick, was dmve on (bore the tjth January, at Lit-
•amore Mai Bay.
The William, Thomplbn, from Jamaica to London,

foundered, at Sea 17th January, Captain and Mite
drowned. m '
Le Tirre, French Ship Letter of Marque (formerly the

Angrla,of Liverpool;, from Cayenne to Ortiz, mounting
16 gun.', and 40 Men, wa< taken In December by the
Fifcard Frigate, and arrived at Gibraltar. She had cap
tured a Brig from London to St. Michael's.
The Schooner, Jane, brum Boilon, is loft at Madeira,
The Speculator, Peirion, from Cork, it arrived at Su

rinam, alter being taken by the JofcpLinc French Priva
teer, and prunrered.
The Vruw Margarctha, from Cork to Lisbon, is loft near

Tigo. The Cnw laved.
The Ship Victoria, trom New Orleans to Europe, is fup-

pcied to be captured in the Gulf, as the Mate and a Man
belonging to her were feen 00 board a French privateer utf
Cape Aiitooio, in December.
The FurifGmi Conception, ■ —— from the Havana

to Cadiz, was taken a;th January by the Speed well Priva
teer, of Guernfry.

The Helena, Spurs, from the Gulf 0/ St. Lawrence to
Vewcaftic, is on there at Hartlopoul.
The Active, Stokesbury, from Bouxdeaux ta New Or

leans, is taken by the Grand Tutk Privateer, and carried
into Antigua*
The Jason, Miller, from CI/ it to Antigua, was Uken

ay a French Privateer, and carried into Guadaloupe on the
teth «f November.
The Cergus, trtutj, from Liverpool to Lhboo, bat

foundered at tea. The Captain and Crew arrived at Lif.
bos in the Anna Catha, from Galway.
The OniGptsorous, Tremathufh, of Penzance ; George

and Francis Tninnlck, of ditto; the Aurora, Daymeat,
bound to Waterfbrd ; and Kite, Lacy, of Galway, trom
Guernsey to Bergen, were cspcured in NowinOtx, near
the Land's End, by the General Pirignest Printer of SI,
MaJoes. The George and FraitcU tuu >ce t >..:-.■ ■:.
The Rlandford, of Poole, is wrecked etf Newbaveo
The Jemima, Barber, from Dublin ta London, is pel

inmMiUbrd with damage, hiving run tuul of the Jafcjh,
^Talker, off Padftow.
The William, NichoJ*, of Yiroioutb, bound to Locukm

with cvn, was run down otf Lowetloffe 7th February,
Crew lavedU
The Endeavour, Dickens, from Jamaica to London, rata

00 the Goodwin &ands in the mornuig of Uut tt b February,
td biheed. Clew fared.
The Catharina ChriAiasa, from Kui to St. Anderoi thai

Erwagfing , Butzow, tsont Nantes to Sc. Andero, are de
tained and feDt into Plymouth.
The Spanish Ship San Anuasio is arrivrd ax Port/avou'.k

flora MaoWira, lent in by the Egrpttciinc Frigate.
*' Barbadoes, oih Jan.—Tbrce S|>anilh Vetiels are lent

in htfc bf Hit Maiefty'* Ships r*Keureui and Amrlia, on*
of them formerly the Duke of York Packet. A large Spa*
nifti Ship is lent in by Use Amelia."
The Gypfey, Fcnbow, of Sujtderhnd, has been rakre.

near the Kumberby the Swift Luucrof D..11-.
The Brig Horatin, fbcmerly of Hull, i _u . off Flaoibro1

Head on yth February.
The Spartan, Tnomat, from the River Jhadc to Bofton,

1 :. -t ...i Cape Cod.
The Ann, Fenwick, from Quebec to Barbadocv, it takcav

and carried into Guadaluuaw.
The Elizabeth, Smith, trom Leghorn to Leirh, is loft.

Crew tai-ed.
The Three Friends, M'Kcnziu, from Newfbuodland la

Barbadocs, ts taken and carriLd into Guadeloupe,
The Admiral Pakenham, from Cork to Dominica, has

keen taken, retaken, and carried into Antigua.
The Mary Ann, Spaniih Ship, from Buenos Ayra, m

taken by tbe Polyplwmus Man of Wac, and aetivcat at
Plymouth.
The j 1. .. Miltrr, from Glafkow to Antigua, taken and

carried Into Guadeloupe, has fiucc been detailed (nodrr
Spanifh ci4oun) by Hit M^Jcfty't Ship Centaur, aiul lent
into Antigua.
The Uran it Frigate ha^ detained and ftnt into t: e

Ttgus, the K S de Carran, from the Havana t
She V'at loft there on tlic iHth January.
Tbe Homin, late La wt . m, from Africa to the Weft In.-

die'<, has bien captured near Dcmrrara, and rctakra z
the Amsterdam Frig*re* a»d carried into Dcmera/4.
About iju of thepeoote taken out by tbe Privateer.
The Vitilai.ce, , frc>m Wexford to Li vrrpjol, and

the Elizabeth, Harris, from Wexford to rublin, arc loft
near Wexford with all their Crews.

Tiie Mefftnger, Moncrieft, from Buenos Ayrrito Lcc-
don, is totally lott, with her Cargo, at Buenos Ayn;s.
The Maria Ann, from St. ScDsRlan't, is taken to, lh»

Diamond Frigate, and arrived at Plymouth..
The Mexicana, fa«u Vera Ctui to St. Andero, with

-i dollars, 173 tons of fuiar, fame inaitp, dVc. is
takca by the Fncnux Privateer of Jcrfey, atui carried ir^a
Uut nianrl.

Nine French Gun Boars* Pjrt ■* ■ Fleet of twent)-fiie
Sail, bound to Breft, were takrn off the Saints, icth Fe-
bruary, by the Mclarupus Fiigats, ar.d Ibrne hired Cut-
tcrt, and are arrived at Falmouth and Plymouth.
Tbe Rliza, Watncn, from v . • to Litucn , the ■." v-

merina, Dteothea, from Marcn'.e* to St. Auoero; tr«
Jcffte, Ferm, from Bourdcaux to Cadiz , U>e Adkr, from
Bourdeaux tu !.■■■■■: . the Jong Urret, Ban, from afa-.

' ana lent into PI, :u„ ■ ;■.renncs to Bilboa, are detained j



Lloyd's marine list ov shits lost, &c

The Raehiel, Gurhiie, from Virginia to Cowet, was
(poke with on 14th October, in lat. j«. long. 60. And h-s
not fmce been heard of.
The >' aabeth, Smi-h, and Sarah* ] «e , fiam I

to London, were ken oft' Bcachy Ke»d on the 17th IX:-
c. J .1 last, and hate not Alice been hear.] < f.
The Mayflower, M'T.ean, t'ro:a Duir.ti.uB to Liverpool*

fprunp a leak, and foundered toe end of Jiuiuarr off Ra-
-.(■■.[I. Crew faved.
The Diana, Brown* from Liverpool to Africa, it loft in

Scotland*.
The Nova Alliine-, Vidal, anl Ann, Bourse, failed

from St. Michael's tor London, about tike middle of De
cember, a;id hive not fmce been heard of.
The John, Conflict, from Sliro to Liverpool, is driven

on the Rock* in the lile of Mul, and funk.
The Union* Itover**, ftcm Caermarthen to Falmouth j

tljc Catherme, Davit, from C -ermarU>en ty Shorrh-m,
have bee ' captured off the Land'* End, by a Brie, Pru- -
tcer, retaken by the Gannett* Sloop, and arrived at
Falmoutr-. "Ihe Privateer had alio taken a Ketch with
timber, from Caermarthen for Plymouth, which it re
taken.
The Two Sifters, Tucker, from Liverpool to Bo^ot ;

and the Experiment, Kennedy, frum Liverpool To New
"York, have put into Tercetra, and are condemned there.
The Hiram, French, ftocn Liverpool to New York, i»
ajfo put into Ttrctlra with damage.
The Duchefs of York, Halkrtt, from Carron to London,

la put into Holy IlUnd, after being 011 (oore.
The Cambridge, Lewes, from Jamaica to Liverpool,

was taken id February by the Braavc Pivn.h Privateer,
tr.ee retaken by the ."..ouchirun Brig, ,1 a J arrived at Cork
Che 14th.
The "N. S. del Rofario, Spanilh Ship of too tons, from

River Plan, laden with y,c;o dollars, Cochineal, coffee*
fupir, and logwood, wa captured about iS ti?.y. fi ce off
the weftern Tflands by tl-c Uranic Frigate, and is arrived
at Falmouth.
The S ip Georce, fuppofed from Briftnl to Lo don,

(wMtlfbad been captured, and carried into Boulogne)
is taken by the Autumn Sloop aud two Gun Brigs in pro
ceeding to Calais, and fent Into rover. The tar^o had
been landed.

The Young Francis, Kenny, from Cette to Embden, is
defamed and ftnt Into Main, and 0 .Jrnv.cd there.
The American Brig Gc ue, Ifiacfon, from Bourdcaux

to New York, was loll at the entrance of B01.rde.1ux Ri
ver 23th J.iuu-iry.
The Ann, Hin-cman, from Dublin t« London, was

taken l>y a French Lu^ccr Privateer ofT the Land's End,
14th February.
The Sufin, of Appledtre, Pit:;, Matter, was found on

the 16th February* without any perfoii on board, about
twelve League* to the louiliward of Cork, by the Argus
Sloop of* War, and was towed by her near the Hjbour
Beck, at the entrance of which me funk.
The Spring, of Poole, from Lisbon, his been taken near

Scilly hy the Swan Privateer of St. MA**, retaken by (he
Sirius Frigate, and f.n- into Plymourh,
The Fortune, Denfc, failed from Plymouth on the i«fth

November, bound to St. Michael, and had not arrived
there on the nth January.
The Journal Uu Commerce of the loth February, ft ales

tlut the AJolphe Privateer ha' taken ofTrhe lite of yYigyir
the three m.iftc1 Sh'p R^yal GeorGC, of London, with ten
Men, ltdca with ivory, corn, rlnur. Iron, tin, dye-
wood, &c. She was left within three league* of the
French Cvtaft.
The Spanilh 6cl;coner St. Jen Bap'ifta, from Bi|ftoa,

is raten by the Succctt Privateer of Jcrley, anJ arrived at
HyltWlth.

Tl:e Sulterton, Davis, from Chcpftow to Plymouth, has
been taken off the Land's £nd, and retaken, an 3 put Into
Scilly.

The Polacre JuJn Jodc., with fo Troop* and i?,6oo
dollars i ti.e Polacre Maria MtcalaJena * the Ventura
Scho<mr of 1 $uns and <o Men; the Virgin del Bucn
Confego, witli timber ; the Seine St. Maria del P-dua,
with almonds aud skins ; the Polacre Virgo Forens, i:i
ballait , the Ship Reyfarias Pearl, with tkint, cinnamon,
copper, and 113,000 dollars ; the N. S. del rarmen, «it:i
bark, from Fii-er Plate ; The Brig S.in Jofef Conception, in
biUaii ; the Bark Divine PruvidM.ee, with bark, '.u ,\
Indigo, and hidet ; the Snow Desk, with whalebone, &; . ;
the Xebec Joftpl., wi-h wcod ; the BriR Vlrtin del Car
men, with lead ; the Mif. rkenlia, with cocoa, coflee, Scc.i
the Eulacre Vlrxln del Carmen, In bdUvift, and 107s dol
lars ; the Ship s. S. del Roferto, in ballaft i and a v^fl'cl
with 6Sjo dorian, were detauied in the Mediterranean, by
the squadron under the Command of L^rJ Nelfou, between
t«tli No-xmber and Jlh D=cernb:r.

The St. Bon Vertura, Is taken hy the La""na TrisaTr,
off Cadi/. Tlie N. S. do Carmo, Orfvur, laden with ir-da-
go, \\ taken by the Tribune Frigate - a\d the N. S. dad
Carmen, from Vera Crust, is taken by the Endea'-. o-xr,
M'Mittao, and all t.f them carried into Lisbon.
The perdy, Vtann>, from Liverpjo; to Sliso, is lof>

the M II of tlaltowap. Crew faved.
The Ann, Tl*>mfi«, frim I.oi.dan to Limerick, hat

been Taken by the General Ptrlgron privateer, retaken by
tnt Ni-ibe Frieate, and fent h to P .ymonth.

T.-e Juffrjw, Joliannah, VtflVr, from France to Jt. An-
dern, i dctilncd by the Nriad rrigarc; aud the AmiaMe
Racha'l, fronj the Havana, i« taken hy the Pi.na of
verpot't, and both fent into Plymouth.
The de Hoop, from Rouideaux to Zrr.bdcn, with »

is detained by the Cmifer Brig, and fent into Yarrouuxb.
The be* Dog, Harping, from Lerwick to Lonuoo, w-il

taken off Hasbro', lath Fcbiuary, by a French Litxge;
Privateer
The Flora, Klynn, from Bilboa to Embden, it detained

bv rtie Cockatrice armed biig, and arrived 2t the M »-
the 1 bank.

The Enterr i"e, f'om Daltimnr^, arrived at BriSo!, is
on (hors on the Sw.tCh, and full of *a:cr.
The Caroline Spinilh Ship, fr<*m the Havana, Prire to

he Fallal FriEatej and the dcrTreda, from Jerfeyto Btl-
boa, detained by the Hazard Sluop, arrived at P;yn.e«-"Ji

:.'d February.
Thf! Arn, Herneman, from Dublin to London, ic

retaken by the Earl Spencer Cutt-r, and ani.ua at
Cork.
The Telrmachu", Newport, from Honduras to London,

«rai captured the isth September by a French Privateer
off Cape Antonio, and earned into. Batabai o, near the Ha
vana.
By an American Paper of the nth January, the Janus,

W-termnn, has been deferred by the Crc*, who are arrircd
at New York.
The Bar' 11a* Hurfl, from Jamaica to Londor, waa

tiken 1 jth February neir Scilly, by Oe General Perigsnq,
Privateer, of St. Malocs, mountinc 14 gun*, retaken on
the xxfe, off UOiint, by the Me'ampus FrigJre, and it
arrived ai Plymouth. The Privateer haJ taken i9 other
Veffeli during her Cruife.

Tlie Spamm Ship Sacra Familla, f.om th? Havana
to Ca£x, 'n taken by the Uranie Frigate, and arrived at
Plymouth.
The SpanilTi Schonner N. 5. do Cerroo, Iteil, frwt Tr-

neiiffe, arrived at Madeira sad January, Prize to thf
Eryptlerrnc Frigate.
The Ann, Howard, from Liverpor.l to Africa, wasftruck

with a heavy fea on the 17th December, which fto*e in
her hroadude, a d in about 14 renin flae lunk. Crew
laved, and arrived at Madeira.
The Ecce Homo, from River Plate ; the Aftsgarafi,

Reriftcr ^hip, from Lima ; the Priaccffi ce la Par,. ftcm
River Plate ; the Brilliante, from Vera Cnz, ai iadxj
with fpecie, cochineal, dVc. are taken by u»e Eertytcica
rriia:e,and arrived at Portfmo. th.
The Thetis, frum New Orleans to Chest urg, is derat

ed by the Thishe Frigate, and lent into Por.mwrirh.
The Snanifh EriE Etlre li Dlvma, from Vera Cwz

I Barcelona, with )^,(nO dollars, anil a valuable ;-rt-.
was taken 8th February hy the En-Jeavour, N 'Millar, rt
Liverpool, and lince taken poffrflibn of by the Epypt e-.-f
Fripate, who took cut the fpec*, and is arrived a: i -~
motth.
A vry valuable Sparifli Shirs ^mm *',vtT '^:fi

taken by a ^erfey Privateer, retaken by The Gent? 1 Pt-
rignon French Privateer, bocc taken agai.: by the Nau::ius*
Sk>op, and arrived at Plymouth i;d February.
The Spar fh Ship America, alijS El Yiedro, fro-. x*u

Kcvana, I- Uketi by the Diana Privateer, of Jerfey, ic4
arrived at Pl\ tn*> jfh.
A valuable Spatulh Sh p called the EI Metis, Prix* rt>

the Tribune Tricate, arrived at Pcai&nouth 2$th It-
bruary.
The Theti' Ormifton, laden wim coalr, taken tr the

I .of) er Prlraijer of Boulogne, vas Icrft near Ciiaii jd f e-
bruary. Cre*- fared.'
The Janur., Waterman, from Turk's Iftand IS Virginia,

was abandoned at Sea by the Crew.
The Diana, , from New York, ir Io3 at Hen-

dura .
The Marram, M'Kaan* fr-rm L!-*on to New York,

was driven on (here near New York 10th January.
The Scaflower, Staples, from St. Dominso to Boftoc, waa

taken ^3th December by a Fresco PrivaMrr.
The Cam, UpdeM, frora Jamaica to New York, wit

loft lftli January on Loo* lil :nd.
The Polly and Pe^cy, Bealc, from Jtottfn to Virtiaia,

, was loft 20th December.

[Ta be c&ntiuucd.]







BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIR OF

JOHN BAZELY, Esq.

VICE-ADMIRAL OF THE RED SQUADRON.

" The plrest treasure mortal times afford,

If SPOTLESS reputation.1*

Shakspeare.

•^PHE Man whose life lias been devoted to the Service of his

Country, is entitled to honourable mention by the Biogra

pher, and must be regarded with respect and gratitude by his

Compatriots at large.

Admiral Bazely, whose Naval progress we are now about to

record, possesses a high and just claim to this attention. He

has passed nearly half a century in performing the honourable

duties of his Profession ; and though, as a Commander in Chief,

he has not been favoured with any opportunity of distinguishing

himself on so extensive a scale as some of his Brother Officers,

his exertions have been equally laudable. His Services have

been permanently advantageous both to himself and to his

Country.

Mr. Bazely, the Descendant of a respectable Family, was

born at Dover, in the County of Kent, in March 1740-1.

Having received an appropriate education, he commenced his

Naval Career in the month of April 1755. He first embarked,

under the auspices of Captain, afterwards Admiral, Sir Joshua

Rowley*, in the Ambuscade, of 40 guns; a Vessel which, we

believe, had been put into Commission in consequence of a daily

apprehended Rupture with France. Mr. Bazely continued in

the Ambuscade as long as Captain Rowley retained the Com

mand of that Ship, which was only till January 1756, he being

then appointed to the Hampshire, of 50 guns.

From this period, until April 1760, Mr. Bazely served in

different Ships, under the Command of the late Sir Edward

* Thii Gentleman died at his S'.'at ofTendring Hall, Suffulk, on the 2Gth ot

February 1790, in the 53lli year of his age.

«2ab. er&ron. ffloI.XIV. a a
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Hughes *. The nature of the Service in which he was employed

under Sir Edward, was such as could not fail of making a strong

impression on his mind. It must, in a considerable degree,

have increased his knowledge of Naval Tactics; and must have

greatly contributed to qualify him for that Rank which he was

afterwards to hold.

Mr. Bazely now received a Lieutenant's Commission; and

with much credit continued serving, in different Ships, until the

month of September 1777- At that time an event occurred,

which reflected much honour on his professional character, and

proved highly favourable to his future advancement.—It was on

the 22d of the month, when commanding the Alert Cutter,

mounting 10 guns, and as many swivels, and carrying sixty Men,

that he came up with, and brought to Action, an American

Brig Privateer. The Engagement commenced at half-past

seven A.M., and was maintained with great gallantry on both

sides till ten ; when the American, availing herself of the

disabled state of the Cutter, made sail and attempted to escape.

But, by the alacrity and j>romptitude of Lieutenant Bazely,

the Alert was soon in a condition to pursue the Enemy ; and

at half-past one P.M. she came up with her, and renewed the

Action. In half an hour the Enemy struck, and_ proved to, he

the Lexington,_ of 1 G guns, 12 swivels, and eighty-four Men;

seven of whom were killed, and eleven wounded, in the Action.

The Alert had fortunately but two Men killed and three

wounded.

As a proof of the high estimation in which Lieutenant

Bazely's conduct was held by the Admiralty, they registered the

Alert as a Sloop of Vt ar, and promoted him to the Rank of Mas-

* This, Officer, whose Memoir wc some time since cave, was appointed to th«

Deal Castle, of Hi guns, iu the beginning of the year 1756. At the latter end of

the same yestr be commanded the Intrepid, in the Mediterranean, as Successor to

Captain Young, who was ordered home to England, as an Kvidence on the

approaching Trial of Admiral Byng. In 1737 lie was Captain of the Somerset, of

7i guns, in which Si:ip he served, in 37.">3, under Admiral Boscawen, in the

Expedition against Eouisliourg; and, in 1759, in the memorable Expedition

against Quebec, under Sir Charles Saunders. Vide Naval CaRONicu, Vol. IX,

yi^a 87 and 86.
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ter and Commander. Nor did his Promotion stop here ; for

in the month of April following (1778) he was advanced to the

Rank of Post Captain, in the Formidable, of 90 guns, the Flag

ship of the late Sir Hugh Palliser, in the Fleet under the Com

mand of the late Admiral Keppel. Captain Bazely was con

sequently engaged in the memorable Action off Brest, on the

27th of July ; and it is remarkable, that his Ship had a greater

number of killed and wounded than any other in the Fleet.

The number of the former was sixteen ; of the latter, forty-

nine.

This indecisive Engagement, which was subsequently the

occasion of so much popular discontent, and political animosity,

is not only too well known to require a description in this

place, but has already been sufficiently enlarged on in our

Memoir of Admiral Keppel, the Commander in Chief*.

After the vexatious Courts Martial, which were holden on

both of the Admirals, Captain Bazely was removed from the

Formidable, to the Command of the Pegasus, of 28 gunsf.—

At the close of the year 1779, Admiral Rodney's Fleet, to which

the Pegasus was attached, sailed for the Relief of Gibraltar.

Our Officer, in common with those of the whole Fleet, may

here be classed among Fortune's favourites; for, on the bth of

January 1780, Admiral Rodney fell in with, an;', after a Chase

of a few hours, captured the whole of a Spanish Convoy from

St. Sebastian, bound to Cadiz, laden with Naval Stores, Pro

visions, &c, under the escort of seven Ships and VTessels of War

belonging to the Royal Caraccas Company "j.

* Vide Naval Chronicle, Vol. VII, page 296.

t At the. Funeral of Sir Hugh Palliser, in 1796, Admiral Bazely was one of t!i«

Chief Mourners.

$ The following arc the names and force of the captured Vessels of War :—

Ships. Cum. Men.

550

too

155

150

140

60

40
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On the lf5th of the same month, the English Fleet being

about four leagues from Cape St. Vincent, they discovered the

Spanish Fleet, consisting of thirteen Ships*, under the Com

mand of Don Juan de Langara. This was about one P.M.

The day being far advanced, the Signal was made for a general

Chase, the Ships to engage as they came up, and to take the

Lee Gage to prevent the Enemy from retreating into their own

Ports. At four P.M. the headmost Ships began to engage ;

and at forty minutes past, one of the Spanish Ships blew up

with a dreadful Explosion, while in action with the Bienfaisnnt-f-,

and every soul perished. The Cha^e and running Fight continued

during the whole of the night, the weather being tempestuous,

with a heavy Sea. At two, on the following morning, the

Monarca, w hich was the headmost of the Enemy's Ships, struck ;

inak;ng, in the whole, seven taken or destroyed. At this time

the Fleet was considerably entangled on a Lec Shore, and some

of the Ships had sustained so much injury, that it was with the*

utmost difficulty they w ere enabled to w eather the Shoals off St.

Lucar.

After this Action, Captain Bazely sailed with Admiral Rod

ney to the Relief of Gibraltar, and thence to the West Indies;

where he continued, and was present at the Defeat of the French

Squadron, then commanded by the Count de GuichenJ.—In

consequence of this Victory, so glorious to the British Flag,

Captain Bazely was sent home in the Pegasus, on the honourable

service of bearing the Admiral's Dispatches.

80 70

70

70

70 ... 70

70 ... 26

70 ... «

70

a Takt'n and sent to Eneltmd.

4 Taken, but were afterwards run ashore, and lost near Cadiz.

e lilown up in the Action.

d Escaped into Fcrrol or Cadiz.

t Captain, afte rwards Admiral, Macbride.

t Vide NiVAt Chronicle, Vol. I, page 377.
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Shortly after his arrival in England, he was removed from the

Pegasus, and appointed to succeed the late Captain Pownal in

the Command of the Apollo Frigate. After a short Cruise, in

which nothing of importance occurred, the Apollo being found

in a defective state was paid off, and Captain Bazely was

appointed to the Amphion, of S2 guns, in which he continued

serving, in America, during the remainder of the War. On this

Station his exertions proved highly advantageous. It was on the

10th of September 1781, that, having a small Squadron under

his Command, in conjunction with General Arnold, he com

pletely destroyed the Town of New London, together with

several Magazines full of Stores, and all the Vessels that were

in the Harbour. On this occasion, the Commander in Chief,

in his public orders, paid the following handsome compliment

to our Officer :—

The Commander in Chief lias likewise the greatest pleasure in

taking this public occasion of signify ing to the Army how much

they are indebted to the great humanity of Captain Bazely, of

His Majesty's Ship Amphion, to whose very friendly and generous

assistance many of^ the wounded Officers and Men are most pro

bably indebted for their lives.

Fred. Mackenzie, D.A. Gen.

On the return of Peace, Captain Bazely was appointed to the

Command of the Alfred, of 74 guns, a Guard-ship stationed at

Chatham. In this Ship also, at the commencement of last War,

he was for some time employed in active Service on the Home

Station ; and had the honour of serving under the late Lord

Howe in the glorious and ever-memorable Engagement of the

1st of June 1794. For his exertions on that day, Captain

Bazely, in common with the other Officers of the Fleet, received

His Majesty's public approbation, and the Thanks of both

Houses of Parliament.

The Alfred being paid off, he was appointed to the Blenheim,

of 98 guns; and, in February 1793, he sailed with the Fleet

under the Command of Lord Howe, to escort the East and

West India and other Convoys out of the Channel. He after

wards proceeded to cruise off Brest, and in the Bay ; and
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subsequently joined the Fleet under Admiral Lord Hotham, m

the Mediterranean. He was in the last Action, during his

Lordship's Command on that Station, after the arrival of the

Fleet at St. Fiorenzo Bay, in the month of July *•

On the 1st of June, in the same year, Captain Bazely's>

Services were rewarded by a Flag Promotion, constituting

liim Rear-Admiral of the White Squadron.

In 1 tQ6, during the absence of Admiral Peyton, he held a

temporary Command in the Downs ; and, some time afterwards,

vas employed m a similar manner at the Nore, on account of

Admiral Lutw idge's absence from that Station.

Excepting the above, Admiral Bazely has not been upon

Service since he received his Flag. By subsequent Promotions,

however, he has been honoured with the Rank which he now

enjoys;—that of V ice-Admiral of the Red Squadron.

From the perusal of the preceding brief Memoir, which we

should have been happy to extend, had we been in possession of

sufficient materials, it is evident, as w e have before observed,

that though its deserving Subject has not been blessed with so

many favourable opportunities of displaying his skill and

prowess as some of his brave Contemporaries, his Services have

been of an active and advantageous nature, and claim for him the

gratitude of his Countrymen.

NAVAL ANECDOTES,

COMMERCIAL HINTS; RECOLLECTIONS, &e.

NANTES IN GURGITE VA3TO.

SIR ROBERT CALDER.

SIR Robert Cafclcr, Bart., was born July 2, 1745; knighted ii»

1707; and created a Baronet August 22, 1798. He is

descended from Sir Thomas Caldcr, of Muirton, in Morayshire,

whose eldest Son, Sir James, married Alice, Daughter of Robert

Hughes, Esq., Rear-Admiral of the Red, one of whoie Sons Mas

lost in the Namur Man of War, in the East Indies ; and wbose

second Son was Henry of Parkhurst, who was Major-Gencral and

• Vidt Naval Curonicle, Vol. IX, page 365.



COMMERCIAL HINTS, RECOLLECTIONS, &C. 183

lieutenant-Governor of Gibraltar, and Colonel of the 30th

Regiment of Foot, who intermarried with Louisa, Daughter of

Henry Osborne, Esq., Admiral of the White, by whom l.e had *

Daughter, who was Wife to Robert Roddam, Esq., Admiral of tbos

Royal Navy. Such is the Ancestry of the present gallant Admiral,

who achieved the Victory of the 22d July, over the combined

Fleets of France and Spiin. He married May 14, 1779, Amelia,

only Daughter of John Mitchell, Esq., of Bayfield, in Norfolk,

late M.P. for Boston, in Lincolnshire.

SIR SIDNEY SMITH'S NAUTICAL INVENTION-

SIR SIDNEY ^MITII has lately entertained the Inhabitants

residing at the water side with a new kind of Nautical Exhibition.

Some time since Sir Sidney constructed the Model of a Vessel in-

tended to convey large bodies ofTroops, without noise or confusion,

in shallow water, under the Enemy's Batteries. The first experiment

took place on the morning of the 23d of August, about ten o'clock,

wlien Sir Sidney, a Naval Lieutenant, and six Men, independently

oFfour others who were stationed at the oars, got on board the Ves

sel, proceeded up to Chelsea, and from thence sailed down the River

to Greenwich. The form of this Raft resembles two Wherries laid

alongside, but separated by means of a platform 21 feet wide, and

VL feet long, to which the Wherries are attached. Eight sprit-sails

carry the Vessel. These sails are so constructed, as to form,

when necessary, a complete Tent, under which the regulating

Officer and Men arc stationed. The whole contrivance appear*

very ingenious, and the most sanguine expectations are formed of

its ultimate success.

IMPREGNABLE BATTERY.

A Mb. GILLESPIE, a Native of Scotland, has completed thr

Model of a moveable and impregnable Castle or Battery, imper

vious to shot or bombs, intended to guard the Coasts of these

Kingdoms, provided with a cannon and carriage, calculated to

take a sure aim at any object that can be easily discerned front

within, while the Enemy cannot discover the cause of the annoy

ance. The Invention now proposed will be found equally ser

viceable in Floating Batteries. Its machinery is adapted to turn

the most ponderous mortar-, or guns with the greatest ease, accor

ding to the position of the Enemy. It can be mniagcd with five

Men only, who remain in perfect safety in the interior part. It is

so constructed, that it resist* or turns off the most destructive
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missiles used in War, while the few Men employed in this For

tress are capa: le of defeating the most numerous and powerful

Enemy. After a very minute inspection by several Naval and

Military Gentlemen, it is their unanimous opinion that it would

answer the end proposed.

SWIFT SAILING.

THE following is an Extract from the Journal of the Lieutenant

of His Majesty's Ship la Decade, during a Voyage performed with

aceleriiy unexampled in our Naval Annals, only two months having

elapsed between the departure of the Ship from Lagos Bay with

Lord Nelson's Fleet, and her arrival in the Tagus with his Lord

ship's Dispatches :—

" May 12th, arrived in Lagos Bay, found several Sail of Vic

tuallers at anchor there, and completed the Fleet in Stores and

Provisions for five months out of them.

13th—Sailed in the evening, spoke the Queen and Dragon with

an Expedition under Convoy, bound to Gibraltar— the Royal

Sovereign being leaky parted company. We made sail to the

south-west.

14th—Lord Nelson made the Telegraph Signal to rendezvous at

Barbadocs. 1

1 -5th—Saw Madeira, having carried a fair "Wind into the Trades.

June -J th—Arrived in Carlisle Bay, Barbadoes ; found there the

Northumberland and the Spiirtiate. In the night embarked the

15th and iJfith Regiments, Gth West India Regiment, and a Party

el" Artillery.

5th—Made sail from Carlisle Bay for Tobago, having heard that

the Enemy had been seen to the southward of Martinique.

6th—Hove-to off Tobago, communicated with the Shore, and

found that they knew nothing of the Enemy. Made sail for

Trinidad. In the evening saw several Sail, took them for the

Enemy—got all clear for Action, and formed the Line, &c. ; but

were muSh disappointed at finding them English Merchant Ships.

7th—In the evening anchored in the Bocca del Draco, Tri

nidad ; finding the Enemy were not there, made all sail to the

northward.

12th—Communicated with Montscrat ; the Enemy had not

been there.

13th— Anchored at St. John's, Antigtia; the Enemy had been

off that Island on the Cth. Landed all the Troops which we had

taken on board.
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14th—Sailed, leaving behind the Northumberland; spoke a

Schooner, whose Convoy of fifteen Sail had been captured by the

•Enemy off Barbadoes.

19th—Parted company -with the Fleet, having received Dis.

patches for Lisbon.

July 19th—Anchored in Beltm Roads, from whence I write

to you.

The Decade (not having been allowed to evade the Quaran

tine of five days) sailed on the 11th July with Dispatches for

Cadiz, having only ten days' water on board. The Crew had

eaten nothing but Ship's provisions for six weeks."

FLAMBOROUGH-HEAD LIGHT.

THE numerous Shipwrecks which have happened on the Rocks

at Flamborough Head, and the imminent danger to which Vessels

are sometimes exposed in passing that Promontory, in the dark*

ness of the night, imperiously demand the immediate erection of a

light for the prevention of such fatal accidents and danger in

future. The proposal of a plan of such essential importance to

the safety of Ships employed- in the Coasting and Baltic Trades,

might be supposed to operate with such powerful conviction ou

those who are interested, as to engage their unanimous approba

tion and vigorous support; but it is a lamentable consideration,

that the utility of any improvement of a public nature is not always

a sufficient stimulant to exertion, nor an efficacious motive to

-ensure success. The minds of intelligent persons are sometimes so

obscured by prejudice, and influenced by jealousy, as to be invin

cible even by the most lucid arguments and incontrovertible facts.

As a proof of the truth of this assertion, it may be proper to men

tion a case in point. The utility and necessity of proper lights in

the dangerous Passages of Hazcbrough Gat, the King's Channel,

and the Goodwin Sands, were clearly evident for a long scries of

years before a plan for that purpose was carried into execution.

In the midst of Storms and Tempests, in the midst of the awful

darkness .of many a Winter's night, the unhappy Mariner was com

pelled to explore his way in those dangerous Channels, without

the proper guide of a friendly light, when the utmost exertions of

human skill were frequently insufficient for his safety. How many

valuable lives, and what an immense amount of property, might

have been preserved, had those necessary lights been, sooner

established !—Considerations of this serious nature are the sole

inducement for th« proposal of the erection of alight on Flum-

J2«t>. dhron. aioI.XIV. id
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borough Head; ;md it is hoped and trusted that the Ship Ownen,

Merchants, Underwriters, &c, in the Northern Ports, will unite

in a Petition to the Elder Brethren of the Trinity House, Deptford

Strond, to promote the success of apian of such evident public

utility. Should it he objected that the proximity of the Spurn lighlj

might be the occasion of some dangerous mistake, it may be an-

iwered, that this will be easily obviated by making the Flamborough

Head Lights to revolve, which would.be a sufficient distinction te

prevent the occurrence of any errors of that nature.

SHARK ON THE COAST OF IIOLDEBNESS.

A LARGE Shark having frequently made his appearance at

various places on the Coast of Ilolderness, much to the alarm of

several of the Inhabitants, a Boat with five or six .Men was on

Sunday se'nnight sent off from Aldborough to endeavour to destroj

it. The Monster, on observing the People on board, made

towards them with the greatest velocity, and commenced a most

ferocious attack, during which it received a deep stab from a hay.

fork with which one of the Party was armed. On finding itself

ivounded, it retreated to a distance, and after a few minutes had

elapsed, returned to the attack with redoubled fury, springing at

the People, and striking at the Boat in a most astonishing manner,

placing it in the most imminent danger of upsetting. After a short

but severe rencontre, in which it received several wounds, some of

which were supposed mortal, the Party succeeded in forcing it to

retreat to a distance, where it was observed to roll about in all the

agony of pain, when it suddenly disappeared, aud has not since

been seen.

CAPTAIN MUDGE.

THE following Letter was written by Captain Mudge, to

Major Fletcher, his Brother-in-law :—

French fictional Ship la Tnpaze, tOth Avg. lftO.i

On my way from Jamaica to Barbadoes, I fell in with Mom.

Bcaudin's Squadron, cruising for our homeward-bound Convo) :

1 fought the Ship fill she was cut to pieces, and then sunk. I

cannot say what our loss is, as there have been no returns, the Crew

Tcing all divided between the two Frigates and two Corvette*

which engaged us. Twenty-one fell nobly within my own know

ledge—I am afraid many more. I thank God, the Blanche never

icore French Colours. Lieutenant Thomas Peebles, of the Ma-

rinrvs, was the only Officer materially wounded ; his legs were

fe'r:>keu by a splinter. During the severe Contest the Squadron
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was never without hail. I have the consolation of knowing they

were so much damaged as to spoil their Cruise : they all stood to

the northward as soon as repaired, leaving the Passage open to the

Couvoy under a '20-gun Ship.

FALL, A SCOTCH PIRATE.

IX the year 1781 a daring attempt was made to lay the Town

of Arbroath under Contribution, by a person of the name of Fall,

a Native of Scotland, who then commanded a French Privateer,

and committed various depredations on the Northern Trading

Vessels, liis Vessel he had named the Fearnought ; and wishing,

doubtless, to persuade the world that lie also merited that appel

lation, he conceived the design of extorting a sum of money from

the terrors of the people. With this view he boldly anchored

before the Town, in an ill-written letter, impudently sent on

Shore by a Flag of Truce, he demanded that the principal Magis

trates should be delivered up as Hostages, till a certain sum, which

he required, should be paid ; on pain of having the Town destroyed,

and the Inhabitants put to death. His threats were bold, and the

fears of many were great; for at that time they were almost totally

defenceless, having no guns to protect their Harbour, nor any

Military Force stationed nearer to them than Montrose. An

evasive answer was, however, sent to his first and second letters,

which enabled them to gain a little time to collect a few old ru-,ty

arms; and, in the interim, a Detachment of Troops arriving to

their relief frftm Montrose, the doughty Hero was informed that

they neither feared his menaces nor would comply with his demands.

This so enraged him, that he began to fire upon the Town ; but

little damage ensued in consequence. Finding a third epistle

treated with the same contempt, his courage began to fail ; and,

after some farther feeble efforts to obtain his ends, he thought pro

per to sheer olf, and leave the good people of Arbroath in peace

able enjoyment of their property. The Harbour is now defended

by a Battery, erected at the expense of the Uown, sufficient to

protect it in future from the attempts of such Piratical Invaders.

REMARKABLE RIVERS, LAKES, &C. IN ICELAND.

(From Olafsl>j am! Povklskn'» Travels in Iceland.)

IN the northern quarter there is a much greater number of

Rivers and Lakes of fresh water than in the western part, and

they all afford abundance of fine Salmon and Trout. There is a

Lake in the Canton of Olafrfiord, in the District of Vadla, which
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is well worthy of attention, from the remarkable circumstance that

a- variety of Sea Fish, and particularly the Cod, are naturalized

and abound in it. In Winter the Inhabitants break holes in the

ire, through which they pass their lines, and catch these Fish by

the hook. In the Spring it abounds in Trout: and the Sea Fish

taken in it have a moat exquisite taste, very different from that

of the same species caught in the Sea ; from which however the

Lake is only separated by a kind of jettee, formed of the mud and

surf of the Shore, and heaped together by the impetuosity of the

waves. The River that descends into the Lake has formed a

narrow passage over this Bank into the Sea. The Lake is about a

Danish League in length; and it is very evident that it has been

separated from the Sea by the effect of an Earthquake, or subter

raneous fires ; that the same revolution first formed the Bank, and

enclosed in it the species of Sea Fish which it now contains; and

that the River which empties itself into it, by gradually depriving

the first water of its saline quality, naturalized the Fish that it

contained, which afterwards bred in it.

WHALE HUNTING IN ICELAND.

(From the same.)

WHALES formerly frequented the western Coast of Iceland ia

grtat numbers ; but from the seventeenth to the eighteenth cen

tury, the Spanish and French Fishers pursued them so eagerly,

that they arc partly destroyed, and the rest have emigrated towards

the north.

In some par!s of Iceland they often hunt the Whales in such a

manner as to drive them on Shore, where they are killed. The

flesh of this Fish has by no means a disagreeable taste, but is very

similar to beef; and the young Whales of such species as are good

food, have even a very delicate flavour. The fat, after being salted

down, is used for the same purposes as lard ; to which it is pre

ferable, both in point of taste, and because it will keep for four or

five years.

There is a species of Whale at whirh the Icelanders are much

alarmed on its approaching their Coast: they call it the Illhvdet

or ill-disposed Whale ; and assert that this species is so voracious,

that it takes whole Boats with their Crews into its mouth, destroys

the Vessels, and swallows the Men alive. These Whales are said to

be so greedy after human flesh, that when they have caught a Man

in any particular spot, they will wait there a whole year in the

hope of devouring another. Ilencc the Fishermen take great pro
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caution to avoid those parts in which they recognise this species,

<ind do not return to them. The greater number of those met

with in the open Sea, belong to that just described; and the

ancient laws of Iceland, particularly the ecclesiastical laws, forbid

the eating of them: the species appears to be the Unicornu

Marinum. This Fish is seldom seen near Iceland, but its valuabl*

horn is often found on the Coast

Those Whales which arc good food, viz. such as have pieces

of horn instead of teeth, and those with the venter plicalux, or

plaited belly, are now tolerably well known ; because the Fishers

do not care for these species. With respect to the Whales with

teeth, or those of prey, it is certain that there are many species in.

the Northern Seas, which are still unknown to foreign Naturalists,

because they are not caught by the Whale Fishers ; and because,

even if these wished to take them, they could not succeed, on

account of their extreme agility. The Icelanders, however, ara

very elaborate in their description of these Fish ; but alt their

accounts are so confused and vague, that they cannot be relied on.

NATURAL HISTORY OF SEALS.

(From the lame.)

THE Inhabitants of Iceland relate many anecdotes of the Seals,

or Sea Dogs, particularly of that species called the Landselur.

They say that these animals are very observant; and when they

perceive any new object on the Land, they approach towards it;

which has suggested to the Inhabitants the idea of catching them

in two ways. They spread nets in the Straits and Bays through

which the Seals pass; and then on a dark evening they make a firo

on the Coast with shavings, horn, and other combustible substan

ces, that exhale a strong smell : the Seal, attracted by the sctnt,

swims towards the fire, and is taken in the nets. Sometimes thes»

animals are met with at a considerable distance up the Country,

being attracted in a dark night by the common light in a house.

They are easily tamed : and the people put them, when young,

into ponds, and feed them daily ; by which they become as trac

table as a common dog, run about the yard, and follow the faster

of the house or any one else who may call tbcm by their name.

In some years the Seal is almost starved. When, lor instance, the

Winter is severe, Fisn and Insects are scarce, and the sea-weed by

which they are nourished is carried oil" by the ice and breakers :

they are then found so lean and weak, that it is impossible for them

to escape, and they are easily taken ; their fat is consequently
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wasted, and nothing is found, in their stomachs bat a few mariae

plants and stones.

REMARKABLE INSTANCES OF SOLITARY SECLUSION.

(From Turnbull's Voyage round the World.)

ONE of the Prisoners belonging to the Out-gangs at Norfolk

Island, New South Wales, being sent into Camp on Saturday, t»

draw the weekly allowance of provision for his Mess, fell unfor

tunately into the company of a Party of Convicts, who were pi a) in g

cards for their allowance, a thing very frequent amongst them.

With as little resolution as his superiors in similar situations, after

being a while a lookcr-on, he at length sufTcred himself to be per

suaded to take a hand ; and in the event, lost not only his own

portion, but that of the whole J less. Being a Man of a timid

nature, his misfortune overcame his reason, and conceiving his

situation amongst his Messmates insupportable, he formed and

executed the extravagant resolution of absconding into the glens.

Every possible inqniry was now made after him ; it was known

that he had drawn the allowance of his Mess, and almost in

the same moment discovered that he had lost it at play : search

after search was made to no purpose. But as it was impos

sible that he could subsist without occasionally marauding, it

was believed (hat he mnst shortly be taken in his predatory

excursions. These expectations were in vain ; for the fellow

managed his business with such dexterity, keeping closely within

his retreat dnring the day, and marauding for his subsistence only

by night, that in despite of the narrow compass of the Island, ho

eluded all search. His nocturnal depredations were solely confined

to the supply of his necessities ; Indian corn, potatoes, pumkins,

and melons. He seldom visited the same place a second time;

but shifting from place to place, always contrived to make his

escape before the theft was discovered, or the depredator sus

pected. In vain was a reward offered for his apprehension, and

year after year every possible search instituted; at times it was

considered that he was dead, till the revival of the old trade proved

that the dexterous and invisible thief still existed.

In the pursuit of him, his Pursuers have often been so near him,

that he has not unfrequently heard their wishes that they might be

so fortunate, as to fall in w ith him. The reward being promised

in spirits, a temptation to which many would have sacrificed their

Brother, excited almost the whole Island to join in the pursuit ;

and even those whose respectability set them above any pecuniary
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compensation, were animated with a desire of hunting in so

extraordinary a cha?e. These circumstances concurred to aggra

vate the terror of the unhappy fugitive, as from his repeated depre

dations he1 indulged no hope of pardon.

Nothing of this kind, however, was intended ; it was humanely

thought that he had already sustained sufficient punishment for his

original crime, and that his subsequent depredations, being solely

confined to necessary food, were venial, and rendered him a subject

rather of pity than of criminal intlictiou. Of these resolutions,

however, he knew nothing, and therefore his terror continued.

Chance, however, at length accomplished what had baffled every

fixed design. One morning about break of day, a Man going to

his labour observed a fellow hastily crossing the road; he was

instantly struck with the idea that this must be the Man, the object

of such general pursuit. Animated with this belief, he exerted his

utmost efforts to seize him, and, after a vigorous opposition on the

part of the poor fugitive, finally succeeded in his design. It was

to no purpose to assure the affrighted wretch, that his life was safe,

and that his apprehension was only sought to relieve him from a

life more suited to a beast than a human creature.

The news of this apprehension flew through the Island, and

every one was more curious than another to gain a sight of this

phcenomenon, who for upwards of five years had so effectually

secluded himself from all human society. Upon being brought into

the Camp, and the presence of the Governor, never did condemned

Malefactor feel more acutely; he appeared to imagine that the

moment of his execution approached, and, trembling in every joint,

seemed to turn his eyes in search of the Executioner.' His person

was such as may well be conceived from his long seclusion from

human society ; his beard had never been shared from the moment

of his first disappearance; he was clothed in some rags he had

picked up by the way in some of his nocturnal peregrinations,

and even his own language was at first unutterable and unintel

ligible by him.

After some previous questions, as to what had induced him to

form such a resolution, and by what means he had so long sub

sisted, the Governor gave him his pardon, and restored him to

society, of which he afterwards became a very useful member.

Upon relating this circumstance to the Captain, he informed me

of a similar instance which had fallen within his own observation,

as he returned from his Voyage to the north-west. In order to

recruit his stock of fresh water, he had been compelled to stop at
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one of those solitary Islands with which the surface flf the South

Sea is every where studded, and not one half of which, however

fertile or beautiful, have any other Inhabitants than the usual

marine birds.

After the watering was completed, which occupied them tw»

days, the Boat was dispatched to another part of the Island,

•bounding in the cocoa-nut and cabbage-tree, articles of which

they were equally in want. The Party had no sooner landed,

than scorning the ordinary method of gathering the fruit, they took

the much shorter way of cutting down the trees. They were all

in the usual spirits of Men who touch at Land after the long con

finement of a Sea Voyage ; a period of time, perhaps, in which the

natural spirits reach their highest degree of elevation.

-Their mirth, however, had not long continued when it was

interrupted, and converted into terror, by a most hideous noise.

The whole Party were aghast with terror, in the expectation that

some Land or Sea Monster, to which their horror gave a suitable

form and magnitude, should rush amongst them. Some were for

leaving the Island, and betaking themselves to the Boat; whilst

others, with stouter courage, recommended silence, till they shonld

listen more attentively.

The sound approached, exclaiming to them in horrid exclama

tions, and good English as they thought, to desist. The whole

Party were now panick -struck ; they were now persuaded it could

be nothing but a supernatural Being warning them from his sacred

domain, and that instant death, or some horrible punishment, would

attend their disobedience. It must be confessed, indeed, that an

occurrence like this was too much for the courage of a Party of

English Sailors, who are no less proverbially Cowards in all

encounters with Spirits, than they arc unassailable by any emotion

in the presence of an Enemy. A Council of VVar was accordingly

held upon the spot, and after some pros .and cons it was finally

agreed to stand by each other, and not to take to their heels before

the Enemy appeared.

The Spectre at length advanced, a Savage in appearance; he

addressed them in good English, reproaching them for their un

provoked trespass on his premises. The Party were at length

convinced that their Monster was no other than a Man ; who,

according to his ow n account, and conjectural reckoning, had been

left on the Island by a Ship about four months preceding. The

Reader will readily conclude he had not received this punishment

for hi* good behaviour. His beard hail never been shaved since
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the first moment of his landing, and had he racked his invention to

add to the horror of his appearance, he could have made no

addition. His raiment was all in rags, and his flesh as filthy as a

miner who had never appeared above the surface of his mother-

earth. -

The first inquiry was, of course, how he came to be left on the

Island with every probability of perishing ? a question to which he

could return no very satisfactory answer. The next question was

as to his mode of living, to which he replied somewhat more

intelligibly, that the principal articles of his subsistence were the

cocoa-nut, fish, and land and sea-crab; that one time he had the

good fortune to kill a wild hog, but for w ant of salt to preserve it,

he could make it last but two days.

After some further intercourse, some of the Party accompanied

him to what he called his house, which was built iu a particular

shape, three posts being sunk into the ground, and inclined

towards each other, so as to form a complete half of a regular

bisected cone. The roof was doubly and trebly matted over with the

leaves and smaller branches of the cocoa-nut tree ; but the house

altogether appeared more like a dog-kennel than a suitable abode

for a human being. The household furniture indeed in every

respect corresponded with the dwelling, consisting of a something

which was perhaps once a trunk; a Hock bed as dirty as if in the

course of trade it had passed through all the cellars of Rag-fair ; an

axe, x pocket knife, a Butcher's steel, and four gun flihts. In this

situation, four hundred miles from any human being, and an almost

immeasurable distance from his native Country, this fellow seemed

so contented with his condition, that he appeared to have no wish

to depart; and the first proposal that he should accompany them

to the Ship seems to have proceeded from our Men.

When the proposal was made to him, he paused for some time,

and at length made a demand of wages, which,- as expressive of his

indifference, would doubtless have justified them in leaving him to

his fate. At length, however, he suffered himself to be persuaded,

but still seemed to consider the convenience mutual, or rather that

we were the Party obliged.

They could never procure from him any satisfactory account as

to the cause of his being left on the Island, but they never enter

tained any doubt that it was no slight crime which could provoke

his Captain and his Comrades to such an exemplary punishment.

Indeed his subsequent conduct was such as to justify this conjec

ture ; for instead of any gratitude to his deliverers, he was found

tfJatt. etjron. SJoI.XIV. c c
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to be such a moTcr of sedition amongst the Ship's Company, that

for the preservation of good order in the Ship, it was thought

prudent to leave him at Port Jackson.

THE VICE-ADMIRALTY COURT, AT SIDNEY, IN NEW

SOUTH WALES.

(From the same.)

THE Vice-Admiralty Court, by the Patent, is to consist of the

Judge and twelve sufficient Members, Planters, Merchants, and

Seafaring Persons; but should the circumstances not admit of this

number, four and the Judge shall be deemed competent. This

Court has jurisdiction over all felonies, piracies, and misdemean

ors committed on the High Seas or Harbours within the limits of

the Government of .New South Wales.

CONSIDERATIONS ON THE COMPARATIVE VALUE OP THE

CAPE OF G< OD HOPE AND THE ISLAND OF ST. HELENA.

(From the " Description of the Island of ' St. Helens.")

ST. HELENA, which is so valuable to the East India Company,

as a commodious Station for the refreshment of their Fleets,

derives yet an additional importance from the cession of the Cape

of Good Hope, and from there being no other Station at which our

Indiamcn can conveniently touch, for a supply of water and fresh

provisions. The Cape, which is situated in a healthy and prolific

climate, and commands a vast tract of Country, capable of yielding

all the necessaries and conveniences of life, with most of which it

already abounds, is unquestionably far more valuable with respect

to its various and independent resources, than a small barren

Island, w hich produces no corn and very little wood. Yet, as a

Station for our Indiamcn, the Cape has many inconveniences,

arising from the position of its Lands, and the general course of

the Winds which prevail in these latitudes. To make it a place of

importance to this Country, whether as a Barrier to our East

India Territories, or as a Port from which to direct our Attacks

against the Colonial Possessions of other Powers, great sums must

necessarily be expended in its improvement, and in the maintenance

of large and adequate Garrisons. As this could only have been

done at an expense disproportioned to any real advantage we could

at last derive from its possession, it was better to abandon this

pbj.-ct altogether. In our hands, its principal advantage would

have been of a negative kind, by keeping others out of it; and

particularly by excluding an ambitious and enterprising people,
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■who from such a Port may harrass our Trade, and at some future

period equip Armaments against our Eastern Dominions.

St. Helena, which may be maintained at an e\pense compara

tively so inconsiderable, is in its nature more compact and defen

sible ; being only in a few points accessible to the assaults of an

Enemy, and those points already fortified, and capable of being

made impregnable by some additional works. An Enemy could

not easily land here by surprise, for there are Signals so placed all

over the Island, as to give instant notice of the approach of Vessels

to any part of the Coast Here too there are means of annoying

an Enemy, which might prove more potent and destructive in their

effects than fire arms : for a few unarmed Individuals, placed on

the tops of the Hills, might, by rolling loose fragments of Rock

down the steep declivities, completely overwhelm the Invaders in

any of those deep and narrow Valleys where only they could land;

and from which they must, with whatever difficulty, climb to the

summits, before they could close with their Opponents, or get

possession of the Island. Of these offensive weapons, St. Helena,

however deficient in its other resources, affords an exuberant sup

ply on the top of every Hill, and on the face of every declivity, of

all sizes and dimensions ; many of them at least as large as that

which Tnrnus hurled against his Eoe, and abundance that might be

more commodiously wielded by mortals of modern days.

As a Station for our homeward-bound Indiamen, St. Helena ha*

advantages superior to the Cape. Its position is sufficient')- con

venient; and being exempted from the Storms and tempestuous

weather of the Southern Promontory of Africa, it far exceeds the

Cape in the serenity of its climate, and the security of its roads;

yet it has some inconveniences ; it can only be approached in the

track of the Trade Winds; and the approach to it requires some

skill and management. Vessels, therefore, coming from the quar

ter opposite to that from which the Trade Wind blows, are under

the neccsii'y of making a prodigious circuit. It will be obvious

too, that Ships cannot lie at anchor on its windward side, though

the anchorage is sale and secure, at all Seasons, on the leeward

Coast. Besides, as it is so inconsiderable a Sp' ek on the surface of

the great Ocean where it lies, and in which there arc no other

Land-marks to guide the Mariner, it may easily, be missed by

Vessels which do not keep exactly in the windward track ol it;

and if they once pass it but a little, the. difficulty of beating up to

windward is Very great, and they are obliged to steer to a vast dis

tance, in order to get into the longitudes whence the Trade Wind
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blows continually towards it. It is related of a British Comman

der, who had missed it in this way, that, after some endeavours to

discover it, he abandoned the search, in the full persuasion that it

must have been recently swallowed up by the waves. We may

smile at this; and yet a Seaman, acquainted with St. Helena, who

should in this way miss it, might more naturally entertain such an

apprehension about it, than about almost any other land ; as its

loose and crumbling composition, its impending and disjointed

clills, and its hollow and cavernous base, give it altogether an

appearance among the waves so tottering and unstable.

James's Bay on the northward, nhcrc Ships anchor opposite

to James Town, is said to have the inconvenience of shelving very

abruptly, at a short distance from the Shore.

Sandy Bay, which is in itself so much finer, and more capacious,

and so strikingly embosomed in the wildest and most stupendous

scenery, is rendered useless as a place of anchorage, by being

situated too far to windward.

These natural inconveniences of the Island would be fully com

pensated to the Vessels and Fleets that touch here, if the place in

itself afforded more ample means of supplying their wants. That

its interior conveniences and resources, with respect to Shipping,

might be considerably augmented, and that it might be altogether

much improved and beautified, there can be no doubt. This indeed

is evident, from what has been done already; by which the place

has become a more commodious and comfortable abode than it wa»

before, to those who either dwell or sojourn in it. But with

whatever further conveniences it may be enriched, or with whatever

improvements its surface may be decorated, its great advantages

are dependent on sources which are never likely to fail, as they are

derived from the order of the elements and Seasons. And if this

cheerless and gloomy Island were in itself utterly destitute of every

means of subsistence to Man, Bird, or Beast; if no tree, shriib, or

trace of verdure should ever soften that aspect of desolation and

horror which heightens the dreariness of its solitude, and seems to

cast an air of sadness on its cheerful and enlivening climate, it would

still afford some valuable comforts and advantages to Seafarinj

Strangers ; while Vessels, at all Seasons, ride with security in its

Roads; while its Shores swarm with multitudes of fish ; while its

Hills abound with fountains of pure water, and its Atmosphere is

refreshed by a breeze of perpetual salubrity.



197

CORRESPONDENCE.

Project for taking Possession of the Kingdom of Chili, by the

Arms of His Britannic Majesty.

[Concluded from page 122.]

STRONGLY as I am impressed with the advantages to be

derived from this Enterprise, the prospect of success appears

in a still stronger point of view. The distance of Chili from the

Seat of Government; the secondary light in which it is held among

the Spanish Provinces; its small Military Establishment ; audit*

capacity of defence by a Power which, to a superiority at Sea,

shall add a respectable Cavalry and good Artillery, can leave no

doubt on that head. Should any be entertained, the most trifling

diversion on the side of Vera Cruz would effectually prevent any

Detachment from the northward ; and a few Ships occasionally

showing themselves otf Lima, would keep that place in constant

alarm. An addition to these circumstances is, that the Succours

from Peru will not have the- means of embarkation, and that the

Desert of Atacamas, which extends 240 miles between Peru and

Chili, presents a most formidable Barrier by Land, and as such a

march has probably never been in their contemplation, it is pro

bable that the Spanish Troops arc utterly unprovided for the

attempt. Add to this, that the absolute necessity of awing the

Country might not permit the detachment of any considerable

part of their Force on an Expedition in which perhaps the whole

of it might be insufficient.

Under the last impression, a much smaller Force than that which

I have before mentioned, would be fully adequate to the accom

plishment of the Enterprise ; but as a respectable appearance in

the first instance would be highly useful both to create Friends and

to intimidate Enemies, I have chosen rather to exceed the bounds

of a strict necessity, than to confine myself within them ; especially

as the Troops may be returned either to Europe, or to any other

part of the World that may be pointed out, with little additional

expense.

I now come to the number and description of the Force; which

I have already stated at three Ships of the Line, three Frigates,

and at 5,500 Men to be embarked ; and I trust I am not too san

guine in the hopes I entertain of landing an effective Army of

5000 Men. 1 have stated three Ships of the Line, having under

stood that to be the Establishment of Spain in the Pacific Ocean,
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and reasoning as an Englishman, that an equality of numbers con

stitutes a decided superiority of Force.

Not being intimately acquainted with the Stations of His Majes

ty's Troops, or with the reasons that have dictated their Dispo

sitions, 1 may possibly on this head suggest things which may not

meet the approbation of Government. But I humbly request of

those to whom this Project is submitted, to regard rather the

principle than the detail. It was im. gini'd that

One Regiment of British Infantry, fay 600

One of dismounted Cavalry 400 '

Artillery and Artificers 300

1300

Men might be as many as this Country should furnish, as well on

account of other eventual calls, as to prevent suspicion and lull

curiosity. As every possible degree of caution should be used to

prevent the object of the Expedition being suspected, I have sub

mitted the propriety of collecting the remainder of the Force

from different and distant Points, the whole to rendezvous at the

Cape of Good Hope.

One Hessian Regiment 1,000

One Hussars 150

One Jagers 150

Bengal Mahometan Scapoys — 1,400

Bengal Artillery 100

Lascars, &c ' 200

Regiment of West India-Negroes 1,200

Troops from England 1,300

5,500

The general Rendezvous, as I before mentioned, to be at the

Cape ; or, which will put the real object of the Expedition further

out of siglit, at Port Jackson. The adoption of this Port as the

point of Rendezvous may furnish an opportunity for taking a

Force from New South Wales that will supersede the. necessity of

drawing any Troops from India; though the Bengal Artillery and

the Lascars would be of the most important service in such an

Enterprize. If it should be objected that this latter arrangement

would add considerably to the length of the Voyage, it may be

answered, that in point of time the difference would be compara

tively nothing ; as the westerly Winds which blow regularly from

New South Wales to the Shores of the Pacific Ocean, would carry
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the proposed Armament with so much rapidity and certainty to its

destination, as far to counterbalance any inconvenience that might

be feared from the increase of distance. At whichever of these

two Points it may be determined to fix the Rendezvous, it would

be eligible that the junction should be formed in the month of

November. After remaining 14 days in Port, the Armament

might then take advantage of the best Season for going round Cape

Horn ; and the southerly Winds which prevail in the month of

December in the Pacific Ocean, will in a few days bring them to

the Bay of Valparaiso, which it is submitted would be the proper

place to effect a landing, both on account of the goodness of the

Harbour, and its vicinity to St. Jago, which is scarcely defended in

the smallest degree, though the Capital of the Kingdom.

These Points being gained, the Conquest of the Kingdom might

be assumed ; and some acts of grace in the suppression of the

Inquisition, of the Tax for the Crusades, or perhaps in the

establishment of a Free Mint at St. Jago, with a liberal conduct

towards all description of Persons, as well Spaniards as Natives,

would in all likelihood immediately reconcile the People to their

change of Government. These ideas are merely thrown out to

mark the line of conduct which it is submitted might be proper to

observe, rather than to insist on the particular instances. The

wisdom and liberality of those to whom His Majesty may entrust

this Service, will enable them to make the choice as to the exam

ples they may think fit to give of His Majesty's clemency and

benignity to those whom the valour of his Forces have submitted to

his protection.

It now becomes proper to say something of the means by which

the expenses of the Armament may be made good. Were it pro

per at this period to bring forward the names of Individuals who

would be willing to embark in this design, Government might be

easily assured of the practicability of the plan. Whatever may be

said of the drains of money by the War, it is a fact that at this

moment good bills may be discounted at four per cent., and neither

at this nor any other time have funds been wanting to carry into

effect rational plans for the extension of our Trade. The national

advantages of the Home Trade over the Foreign, and of one Trade

over another, in proportion to the .quickness of its returns, are

well known : but novelty has its charms as well as gain ; and in

nothing is this more true than in Commercial .Enterprizes. It is

estimated that the Expense of fitting out the Expedition might

amount to about one million sterling. Should it be thought pro.
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per to establish a South American Company, and to grant to them

the possession of the Territory in the same way as in the Island of

Bombay is granted to the East India Company, reserving always

His Majesty's royal Prerogatives, and the rights of Individuals,

there is no doubt but that a Trading Company might be formed on

that basis, which would repay the advances made by the public

within the space of two years from (he time it shall be incorporated.

1000 shares of 1000/., or 10,000 of 100/., make up the sum.

Should this general outline of the Flan be favourably received, the

scheme of the future Company would form the subject of a separate

Paper. At present it will be sufficient to suggest, that in the

infancy of the intercourse of this Country with that part of the

World, it would be expedient that the access to it should be under

some restraint till wc are better acquainted with the genius of the

people : and till we have been able to impress on their minds a

favourable idea of our national character, by exhibiting an example

of moderation, justice, humanity, and good faith, to which people

little cultivated are in the highest degree sensible, and to which they

seldom fail to make proper returns. The Persons selected to com

mand such an Expedition would undoubtedly be possessed of all

the qualities requisite to do justice to His Majesty's Arms, and to

give an impression to distant Nations of His Majesty's virtues.

But as professional talents, a proud disinterestedness, the most

conciliating manners, joined to a great knowledge of the world

and energy of character, eminently distinguish the Gcneraland Ad

miral, it is humbly submitted, that should His Majesty be pleased

to call for their services on this occasion, it would inspire the

greatest confidence in the Mercantile World, as well as furnish no

equivocal proof that the intentions of those who have the honour

to furnish these suggestions are of the most liberal kind, and in

every respect conformable to the high characters and situations of

the proposed instruments of them.

SIR SIDNEY SMITH'S FLOTILLA.

MB. EDITOR, D0Kr> September 8.

J^T eight o'clock yesterday evening the firing of six guns from a

Cutter in the Roads announced the arrival of this gallant

Officer in the Diligence Revenue Cutter from Ramsgate. He was

brought on Shore in a Pilot Wherry, and received by a further

salute of three guns. He was accompanied by several Naval

Officers, and retired for the night to the York Hotel. This morn
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jng, at an early hour, the two Gun-boats, newly constructed by

the direction of Sir Sidney, were brought from their moorings tq

the Mouth of (he Harbour, for his inspection, and for the purpose

of making some further experiments with them. They are, I sup

pose, upon much the same plan as those lately tried on the River

Thames ; but as they may differ in some respects, and are on a

more extensive scale, a short description of them may not be

unacceptable. The one is called the Cancer, the other the

Gemini. The Cancer is formed of a Galley, about 48 feet in

length, cut exactly in two, from stem to stern ; those two parts are

joined to the ends of five pieces of timber, which cross them, and

are made secure by braces of iron : upon those five beams is raised

a platform, in the centre of which stands a three-pounder, ready

mounted, with ammunition boxes, tec. ; the wheels of this cannon

stand in a groove, upon a sort of frame work, which runs out somo

feet beyond the bows, so that thq moment the Vessel is run ashore,

the cannon can be landed, and instantly put in use. In the centre

of each of the two extreme beams which join the two Hall-Galleys,

masts are fixed, each of which carry a large square sail with pro

per rigging, a foresail projects from a boom which is fixed to the

frame. There are four rudders, one to each extremity of the Half-

Galleys, two only of which are worked at a time, by a cord

connected with a larger one in the centre, and managed by a Person

on the platform. These rudders can be shipped or unshipped in a

momentj and the Half-Galleys being equally sharp at both ends,

she can be run back or forward at pleasure. The Hall-Galleys are

decked, with eight holes cut along each, large enough to admit 4

Man's body; to the mouth of each of which is fixed a canvas bag,

painted so as to prevent the water penetrating, with a running

string in the top : in these bags the sixteen Men, who pull at the

oar, seat themselves, and tie them above their hips : this sufficiently

lashes them to the Boat, and prevents their being washed overboard,

Besides these sixteen oars, and the other Persons who manage the

sails, &c, this Vessel is capable of holding fifty Soldiers. Her

sides are entirely lined with cork, so that it is impossible to upset

her; and in a heavy Sea it passes over her without doing any

injury, except giving the Men wet jackets.

The other Boat, the Gemini, is of the same construction, but

much larger, with this difference, she is formed of two entire

Galleys, fastened together as the Cancer, with 16 holes in each

Galley, for the Rowers are inside the otherj the 16 outside Men

row with oars, while those at the inside are furnished with a sort

/2a$. «n>ron. ©oI.XIV. o a
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of spade, in tlte shape of the paddle of an Indian Canoe, the blade

made of iron ; and a space is left between the platform and the

Galleys, for the Men to work these paddles. This instrument i«

useful also in clearing away the sand or gravel, to facilitate the

landing of the cannon. The Gemini also carries a six-pounder,

and a proportionate number of Men, more than the Cancer. Those

Vessels, when heaviest laden, draw only 18 inches water, so that

they-are most useful in running into shallow places, and landing

cannon with the greatest expedition.

Five o'clock P.M.—At one o'clock, Sir Sidney Smith, accom

panied by Major Clubley, of the East York Militia, and some

Naval and Military Officers, went on board the Cancer, w hilc the

rest of his Party got on board the Gemini, and it being then Flood

Tide, the Wind at N.N.E., they proceeded out ol" the Harbour,

steering a S.W. course. Both the Piers were crowded ifith Com

pany to witness this interesting Spectacle ; a number of Ollicer*

ami their Wives ; and, in short, all the elegantes of the Town, were

assembled to behold the brave Sir Sidney ; while the oldest

Inhabitants of this his native place hailed him as the Ornament

and honour of their Town; many remembered him a little Boy,

and he recognised his old Friends, as. he passed through them, witk

the greatest kindness and affection.

Sir Sidney's Flotilla (as 1 may call it) was attended by a ten-

oared Galley and the Diligence Cutter; having stood lor some

leagues out to Sea, they tacked and stood before the Wind; hers

one of thtr greatest perfections of those Boats was fully displa)ed.

They ran before the W ind witli the greatest rapidity, outstripping

even the Cutter and Galley, which are the swiftest sailing Vessels

we have. While Sir Sidney was practising these movements,

l'Utilite Frigate, of 38 guns, belonging to the Boulogne Squadron,

passed in full sail fronr the Downs for that Station ; and when she

came abreast of the Harbour, fired a gun for her Pilot ; soon after,

the Desperate Gun-brig hove in sight from the Downs ; this Ship

was ordered to attend Sir Sidney, and had on board twenty Privates

of the Royal Artillery, sent from Ramsgate, to work the guns on

board Sir Sidney's Boats. All this, added to a most beautiful day,

and a distinct View of the French Coast, the coup d'ccil made the

Scene enchanting. After trying those Boats in every way which

they could possibly be managed, through the whole of which they

appeared to w ork with great ease and convenience, the Artillery

from the Desperate was put on board them, and several shots were

Sred in different directions, without having any visible appearance
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M^>on the Vessels ; they were then brought into the Roads, and run

•n Shore on that part of the Strand where the Brigade usually

parade, near to the Cottage inhabited by Sir Sidney's Aunt. The

cannon were landed in a moment of time, with the greatest ears;

and several shots being fired by way of experiment, they were

again, in an instant, shipped with the most apparent ease and

expedition ; and while Sir Sidney and his Party retired to resale

themselves on Shore, the Coats were brought again into the Har

bour to their original Moorings. J understand it is the intention

of Sir Sidney tt,.£o to Ramsgate in them to-morrow, Wind and

Weather permitting. Admiral Lord Keith was to have been of the

Party to try these Boats; but from what cause the gallant Lord's

absence arose, I could not learn ; but am told it is his Lordship's

■intention to meet them at Ramsgate. A. B.

CORRESPONDENCE RELATIVE TO PRISONERS

OF WAR.

W. MARSDEX, ESQ., TO EDWARD COOKE, ESQ.

SIR, Admiralty, July 17, 1804.

THE Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty have ordered me

to transmit you the annexed copy of a letterfrom M. Riviere,

Chief of Division in the Office of the Minister of Marine, to the

Transport Board, relative to the Capitulation of the Enemy'?;

Force in St. Domingo, and to beg you to lay it before Lord Cam

den, for his Lordship's information, in order that he may direct me

in the conduct I am to pursue. I am, &c.

W. Marsden.

LETTER FROM M. RIVIERE TO THE TRANSPORT BOARD.

GENTLEMEN, Pari,, June 19, 1804.

HIS Excellency the Minister of Marine and the Colonies having

been informed, that the Garrison and Crew s of the Vessels which

evacuated the Cape in consequence of thcvConvcntion agreed to on

board the Surveillantc, 30th. November, 1803, are detained Pri.

soners in England, has ordered me, for the under-mentioned

reasons, to claim, in his name, the return to France of those

Garrisons and Crews, conformably to the second Article of tho

^aid Convention. It is as follows :—

" The Garrison of the Cape embarked on board the Ships, and

the Crews »f those Ships, shall be Prisoners of War, and sent to
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Europe as soon as possible, upon their Parole not to serve befor9

they are exchanged," &c.

It is conceived that the spirit of that Article required the greatest

exactness in the drawing up of it, and that the word France should

be substituted for the word Europe.

But it would be offensive to the character of the English

Nation, to suppose that its Government could avail itself of a want

of precision in the word to infringe a Capitulation whose spirit is

so explicitly developed by the very conditions which those who

have capitulated have subscribed. In fact, if the '.pirit and inten

tion of the Capitulation had not been that the Garrison and Crews

who were Prisoners of War should be sent to France as soon as

possible, instead of being detained in England, it is evident that

their being sent to Europe would not have been submitted to this

condition, to give their Parole not to serve without being

exchanged.

No doubt the Soldiers whom the events of the War have forced

lo abandon the Post which they defended, and those to whom

tliey have been obliged to yield, have frankly and openly con

ceived on both sides the spirit of the condition they subscribed,

without discussing grammatically the expressions of them. They

could not suppose that a discussion upon words could take place

afterwards upon an object so completely developed by the essential

condition of the 2d Article.

His Excellency thinks then, that if the British Government think

themselves authorized to detain in England the Troops and Crews

who capitulated afthe Cape, it is because they have not fixed their

attention upon the 2d Article of the Capitulation, and particularly

Upon these essential expressions, " and shall be sent to Europe,

with their Parolo not to serve until exchanged."

His Excellency has ordered me to request you to submit this

important consideration to the Lords of the Admiralty, and he

cannot but believe that the conduct he would adopt in a similar

situation to conform to the evident spirit of the Capitulation, will

be that which their Lordships will not hesitate to adopt. He

Observes, that the miseries of War are of themselves severe enough

for those who, l)y their situations, have so powerful an influence

upon the lot of humanity, not to endeavour on cither side to

aggravate them by evasion or discussions unworthy of their public

character.

It has been mentioned to his Excellency, that some Persons in

England have supposed that Prisoners of War scut back to Franc*
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Kft Parole have been employed without having been exchanged*

Without dwelling upon an allegation which has only reached him

indirectly, his Excellency has directed me to make known to you,

that no infraction of that nature has taken place.

I have submitted to him the representation you requested me

1 to lay before him upon the treatment of Prisoners of War detained

in France.

Some Correspondence which his Excellency has had occasion to

enter into recently with Prisoners of distinction, have not induced

hiin to conceive fhat any complaint exists upon the subject ; yet at

their Police depends upon the Minister of War, he has written to

the Marshal of the Empire, who is charged with that Department,

in order that he may inquire into your complaint, if it be well

founded ; and as soon as I receive his reply, you shall be informed

of the real state of affairs.

You may, Gentlemen, in the mean time be assured, that none

of the duties which humanity prescribes in favour of Prisoners

of War shall be neglected, for such is his Imperial Majesty's for

mal intention. I am, &c. Riviere.

ED. COOKE, ESQ., UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE WAR

DEPARTMENT, TO W. MARSDEN, ESQ. "» '

Sift, Downing Street, August 28, 1804b

I HAVE had the honour to lay before Lord Camden your letter

of the 17th ult., enclosing the copy of a letter from M. Riviere,

written by order of the French Minister of Marine and Colonies

to the Commissioners for the custody of Prisoners of War, claiming

the release of the French Crews and Garrisons that were made Pri.

soners by His Majesty's Squadron oil' Cape Francois, in the Island

of St. Domingo, on the 30th November last, in virtue of the second

Article of the Convention then agreed to by the English and French

Commanders; and in answer thereto, I am directed to communicate

to you his Lordship's sentiments, for the information of the Lords

Commissioners of the Admiralty, in order that they may be trans

mitted through M. Riviere to the French Government. In that

letter M. Riviere states, that the Minister, under whose orders he

acts, directs him to observe, " That the misfortunes of War are

sufficiently heavy in themselves, and call particularly on those

who, by their situation on either side, are so powerfully enabled

?o influence the fate of humanity, not to seek occasions reciprocally

to aggravate those misfortunes still more, either by evasions or

discussions unworthy of their public character;" and he concludes
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his dispatch by remarking, " That the Admiralty may be assnfed

of the direct and decided intention of the French Government, that

none of the duties of humanity shall be neglected in favour of PrN

soners of War."—The sentiments thus avowed, are congenial with

those which are entertained by his Majesty's Ministers ; and,

however much the conduct hitherto adopted by the French Govern

ment has differed from those sentiments, I am, notwithstanding,

directed by Lord Camden to lay before you the following state

ment, as he cannot, from M. Riviere's expressions, but entertain the

expectation, that when the justice of the cases which I proceed to

lay before you for his information shall be considered, the French

Government will afford that satisfaction to this Country which she

has a right to expect.

At the very outset of the War, even before His Majesty's

Ambassador had left France, a very considerable number of His

Majesty's Subjects, who resided in France by the permission of

the French Government, and on the faith of the Law of Nations,

or under protection of Passports from the Ministers of France,

were, in defiance of the established practice of European Nations)

detained as Prisoners in France, and have since been confined in

distant Fortresses in that Country. Whilst this flagrant violation

of those laws and customs by which civilized Nations have been so

long guided, has taken place in France, His Majesty's Govern

ment have yet allowed all Persons who are of the class known in

the Cartel of last War by the designation of " Non-Combatants,"

to return to France ; and 526 Persons of this description have been

actually sent to France, whilst only one Person of the same

description is known by the Transport Board to have been sent

from Prance to this Country. Lord Camden conceives that this

plain statement sufficiently marks the different principles which

have actuated the conduct of the two Nations, and therefore makes

no further comment or observation upon it, but directs mc to state

to you other circumstances connected with this subject.

- In the month of June 1803, a Detachment of His Majesty's

Troops landed on the Island of St. Lucia; and on terms of Capitu

lation being refused, they stormed the chief Fortress on that

Lland, and took the Garrison Prisoners of War; but so far from

using the power which a Victory so obtained might have afforded

him, His Majesty's Commanding Officer, though he might have

kept the Garrison Prisoners in the West Indies, though he might

have sent them to England, stripped of all their private property

there to be retained in Prison 5 yet, upon the highest principle ot
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honour and humanity, he sent them to their own Country an their

Parole, with an entire confidence of their being immediately

exchanged. No acknowledgment of this generous conduct has

been made, and not a single British Prisoner has been released in

return for the Garrison of St, Lucia.

In the same month of June, 1803, the Island of Tobago was

attacked by a strong British Force, and, on being summoned to

surrender, Gen. Berthier, the Commandant, not being in a situation

to make resistance, proposed a Capitulation the most favourable to

the French Garrison, which consisted only of 80 rank and file.

It was i» the power of His Majesty's Commanding Officer to have

forced the Garrison to surrender at discretion, yet he humanely

agreed to the Capitulation proposed, and sent the Garrison to

France at the expense of Great Britain.

In October, 1803, the French Garrison of Pondicherry, con

sisting of 177 Persons, cut off from all possibility of support, were

summoned to surrender by a strong Detachment of II is Majesty's

Forces ; when, on their proposing a Capitulation, the British Com.

manding Officer, who might have reduced them without the danger

of loss, consented to allow them the most favourable and generous

conditions; they were to be carried to France, and to receive their

full Pay lil! their arrival from the Indian Company, and were os^y

debarred from serving again for a year and a day.

A Cartel Ship, named the .Matilda, was taken into employment

for this Service, which a few days ago arrived in the Channel, and

immediately proceeded off Havre. That Port being blockaded,

the Cartel was directed to proceed to Fecamp. Upon its arrival

off that Fort, no notice being taken of the Ship, several of the

French Officers requested to be allowed to enter the Port in a

Boat. Thi* was permitted ; but, on advancing near the Harbour

with a Flag of Truce, the Boat was so repeatedly fired upon, that

they were obliged to relinquish the attempt, and the Cartel has

arrived in the Downs.

Notwithstanding these circumstances, and that the last public

Cartel Ship was fired upon from Morlaix, w hich is pointed out by

the French Government as the Port to which Flags of Truce are

to be sent, the Cartel has been ordered to proceed to that Port,

and to make another attempt to carry the Capitulation entered into

at Pondicherry into execution.

I now proceed to state individual cases, to show the spirit which

actuates the Government of France.

Captain Purien, Commander of the French Frigate Franchise,
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•was allowed to go to France, on his Parole to return to England

in three months, if he could not procure the exchange of Captain

Brentou, of His Majesty's Frigate Minerva. The liberation of

Captain Brenton has been refused, and the French Government

have proposed to substitute,—1st, Colonel Craufurd ; 'idly, Mr.

M'Namara; and, 3dly, a Colonel Smith: the two former of whom

being resident in France at the time of the llupture between the

two Countries, were detained as Prisoners contrary to the Law of

Nations ; and Colonel Smith is not known to be in the Army or

Navy of this Country.

I am next to advert to the Capture and detention of Lieutenant

Dillon:—Lieutenant Dillon, of His Majesty's Frigate l'Africaine,

was sent into Helvoet on the 20th of July, 1803, in a six-oared

Cutter, with a Flag of Truce, and was there seized and detained

with his Crew. Upon a representation being made on the subject,

a letter was received from the Officer commanding at the Texel,

under date October 16, 1803, to the Officer commanding His,

Britannic Majesty's Ships off that Port, stating, that orders had

been issued by the Council of the Batavian Navy to the Com

manding Officer at Helvoet, on the 30th of July preceding, for the

entire release of the said Lieutenant, Flag of Truce, and Equipage j

in consequence whereof he departed the same day, but that he was

on his return carried back by a French armed Boat, and trans

ported on board the Ship of the Commandant of a French Division

stationed at the same Port. It appears that remonstrances have

been made by the Batavian Republic to the French Government

for the liberation of Lieutenant Dillon, but notwithstanding these

circumstances, Lieutenant Dillon is still detained a Prisoner in the

Territory of France, in open violation of every privilege in

relation to Flags of Truce established and acknowledged by civi

lized Nations.

But the case of Captain Wright deserves and requires more

observation than even any of these 1 have laid before you :—It

appears that Captain Wright, commanding His Majesty's Sloop

El Vinccjo, (which was taken off the Coast of Brittany, on the

20th of May last, by several Gun-boats,) instead of meeting with

that liberal treatment which has uniformly been experienced by

French Officers in similar cases, was sent, with circumstances of

peculiar indignity and severity, to Paris, subjected to close impri

sonment in the Temple, and obliged to undergo repeated interro

gatories before a Court of Justice, when none of the facts alledged

against him would, if true, authorize the French Government to
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consider Captain Wright in other light than as a Prisoner of War,

and as entitled to every privilege of that situation. Lord L'amrion

finds it difficult to permit me to advert to a case of this flagrant

nature in the terms and expressions to which this communication

ought to be confined ; for he believes that no age has yet produced

an instance of a gallant Officer, who, after defending his Ship to

the utmost, was obliged to surrender, and who,' thus becoming a

Prisoner of War, was entitled to all the res-pect which his conduct

merited, was yet dragged to the Capital of the hostile Country, and

interrogated there, in a manner most unjustifiable, upon a subject

to which he could not, and ought not to answer. Captain Wright's

judgment and firmness appeared to be as conspicuous, under the

circumstances in which lie was placed, as his gallantry in his par

ticular Profession; but he yet remains a close Prisoner in the Tem

ple at Paris, an example of the honour, the firmness, and the spirit

of the British character.

I close this statement with this case; and I now proceed to state

to you, for the information of M. Riviere, that, in order to lessen

the evils of War, and to consult the interests of humanity, His

Majesty has twice invited the French Government to accede to the

principle of a general Cartel, founded on the basis of that which

existed between the two Nations in the last War. The accession

to those proposals has, however, been evaded by the French

Government, by insisting that the Hanoverians are to be considered

as British Prisoners, when they cannot be ignorant that the cause

of the Invasion of Hanover, and the War with the King of Great

Britain, are perfectly distinct in all their circumstances ; when they

know, that during several years of the last War the electoral

Dominions of Hanover were at Peace with France, and that no

mention was made of Hanover in the Treaty of the Peace at

Amiens, as forming in any manner whatsoever a part of the British

Empire; and when they equally know that no Hanoverian is a

British Subject; but, on the contrary, considered by the Laws of

Great Britain as an Alien and Foreigner, and over whom there is

no controul in this Country.

Having laid before you this statement, it remains for mc now

•nly to advert to the particular subject of M. Riviere's letter, viz.

that those French Prisoners which surrendered at Cape Francois,

by Capitulation, in November 1803, should be sent to France

without delay. On this part of the subject I am, in the first

place, directed by Lord Camden to refer you to the enclosed copy

of the statement to Vice-Admiral Duckworth, by Captain Bligh,

I8a6. eEtjton. Ool.XIV. r. e
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respecting the said Capitulation, in order that, by a communication

thereof to M. Riviere, no pretence may be made of ignorance

w?H: respect to all its particulars. Upon the statement of Captain

Bligh, Lord Camden directs me to make the following observa

tions: First, it appears that in a moment the most critical to the

French Garrison, all possibility of their escape cut off, their

position being such, that their falling a sacrifice to the vengeance

of the Inhibitants of St. Domintro was inevitable, no time being

allowed for consideration and adjustment of the terms ard niceties

of a formal Capitulation, a paper of Articles already prepared by

the French Commanding Officer was presented to Captain Bligh,

who, actuated by motives of generosity and compassion, imme

diately consented thereto, with certain modifications, and with

great difficulty induced General Dessalines also to consent to them ;

which modifications (as there was not time to reduce them into

regular written terms) the French Commanders, in the presence of

Captain Bligh and three of his Officers, promised on their honour

to ratify as soon as they should arrive at Jamaica. Secondly, on

the faith of this promise, thus fully and distinctly given in the pre

sence of four British Officers, who certify the fact, the French

Garrison were received under the protection of His Majesty's

Squadron, and removed from certain immediate destruction; but

as soon as bv these means they were placed in a state of security,

they retracted their promise, and refused to ratify the very engage

ments by which they were »avcd.

Lord Camden has thought it necessary that a statement of the

transactions which took place at Cape Francois should bo detailed

to M. Riviere, in order that the French Government may be aware

of all the circumstances of the. case, and how equitably His Majesty

might be authorized in acting conformably thereto. Still, howeter,

witli that scrupulous adherence to Capitulations and Treaties which

has ever distinguished this Nation, His Majesty, will not insist

upon any point which is not included in the words of the Capitu

lation of Cape Francois, and will be guided in his conduct by the

written Instrument alone.—I am now, therefore, directed by Lord

Camden to desire that it may be stated to M. Riviere, that no

time will be lost in carrying into execution the Capitulation of

Cape Francois, whenever his Majesty's Government shall bo

enabled, from the conduct of the French Government, to eflec-

tuate that mesiure ; and that so soon as a number of British Pri

soners, equal m number and proportionate in Rank to the Gar

rison of St. Lucia, shall be sent to England, a proportion of the
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Garrison which capitulated at Cape Francois shall be sent to

France, in order to be exchanged. This proposition is made upon

the principle of evincing the most scrupulous regard to the Capitu

lations agreed to by His Majesty's Officers; but Lord Camden

hopes that .the French Government may be induced to ulterior

measures, in which the cause of general justice and humanity is

concerned, and which are calculated to alleviate those evils of

Warfare, which M. Riviere so truly states ought not to be aggra-

vated.

I am therefore, secondly, to desire it should be proposed to M.

Riviere, that if the French Government shall release those Persons,

Natives of Great Britain and Ireland, who were resident in France

at the commencement of Hostilities by the permission of the French

Government, or the Passports of their Ministers, and who have

been detained in France Captives contrary to the Law of Nations;

and if Lieutenant Dillon shall be liberated, and Captain Wright

released from his confinement, and treated as a Prisoner of War,

a general Cartel, upon the basis so properly agreed to during

the course of the last War, should be established between the two

Countries.

It must be obvious to M. Riviere, and to the French Minister

of Marine under whom he acts, how deeply His Majesty must be

impressed by the lengthened and unjust Captivity of his Subjects;

and by the circumstances of Lieutenant Dillon's detention, and

Captain Wright's imprisonment; and how reasonable it is to expect

an honourable redress in these points, previous to the establish-

ment of a general Cartel When this sentiment is conveyed to M.

Riviere, I am directed to desire their Lordships may at the same

time impress upon him the confident expectation of His Majesty's

Government, ..that if the French Government shall embrace the

measure of a general Cartel, they will not again impede its pro

gress, by requiring terras in which it is known that it is impossible

for His Majesty to acquiesce. I am, &c.

Wm. Mandcn, Kiq., dfc. 4*. £c. Edward Cooke.

Mr. Cooke enclosed a letter from Commodore Bligh, in which

the latter says that the terras proposed to him by the French

Officers at St. Domingo were accepted with exceptions, and that

General Boyer ami Captain Rarrc gave him their word of honour,

that, upon their arrival at Jamaica, they w.ould change the Capitu

lation, conformably to his observations. -rBy tin Capitulation it

was never understood that the Aroic extended to others than the

Officers, and that by the return to. Europe was meant the return
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to England, in order to be exchanged -without delay.—The truth

of Commodore Bligh's statement is certified by Captain Parker,

Lieutenant Macdonald, and Mr. Wrottesley.

LORD HAttltOWBY TO THE CHEVALIER D'ANnUAGA.

Slnj 16th July, 1804.

THE obstacles which the French Government have placed in ihe

•way of all communication between the two Countries, as well a»

the want of all authentic information upon what is passing at

Paris, have hitherto prevented me from making known His Majes

ty's sentiments upon the manner in which a British Officer of dis

tinguished character is said to be treated. Yet as, after the eon-

. vcrsation I had the honour to have with you last Monday, it

appears that a way is afforded of informing the Government,

through the medium of the Spanish Ambassador at Paris, of the

point of view in which His Majesty considers the proceedings sup

posed to have taken place, it is my duty not to neglect ihe oppor

tunity with which you have been pleased to furnish me, to endea

vour to prevent, by representations, the effects which such a

violation of the Law of Nations, and the usages of War, would

produce.

If the accounts in the French Papers be correct, it appears that

Captain Wright, who commanded the El Vincego, which was taken

on the Coast of Brittany on the 20th of May last, by several Gun

boats, instead of receiving the liberal treatment which the French

Officers have experienced in similar situations, has been sent to

Paris—that his being sent thither has been accompanied by circum

stances of peculiar indignity and severity—that he has been closely

confined in the Temple, and obliged to undergo several interroga

tories before a Court of Criminal Justice.

Jt is useless to enter here into a discussion of the pretexts made

use of to attempt 'justify such treatment. None of the charges

alledged against him, should they even be w^H founded, would

have authorized the French Government to consider Captain

Wright other than as a Prisoner of War, who, in that character,

had a right to all the prhilcgcs of Persons in his situation.

To cite a Prisoner of War to reply to interrogatories, in order

to produce against him the proof of a crime alledged and supposed

to have been committed before he was made Prisoner, and even

before the present War, is evidently irreconcileable with every

principle of justice. To deprive him of his personal liberty—and

much more, to confine him as a State Prisoner, is an act totally
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contrary to that mild and moderate exercise of the right of War

which civilized Europe boasts of.

I have been directed to lay before you these sentiments, in the

certainty that you will avad yourself of the first opportunity to

transmit them to the Spanish Ambassador at Paris, and to entreat

him to communicate them to the French Government.

liis Majesty, who has ever been averse from aggravating the

miseries of War, desires to endeavour to obtain, through thi»

medium and by these remonstrances, the satisfaction which he

would be forced at length to procure by means less agreeable and

less conformable to his intentions. lie will abstain from having

recourse to those means, so long as he shall have the hope of

obtaining through this medium a reply which may fulfil his just

expectations. Hut if he find that, notwithstanding his represen

tations, the imprisonment of Captain Wright is prolonged, he will

not think himself obliged to defer longer treating with the same

rigour some Officer of equal or superior Rank, whom the chance of

War shall have placed in his hands, and of considering him as a

Hostage tor the safety of Captain Wright.

I beg you, Sir, to receive my thanks for the obliging manner in

which you have been pleased to employ your intervention in an

occasion in which humanity and justice are equally interested.

I have the honour to be, &q,

IIakrowby.

M. d'Anduaga, in his reply, assures his Lord-hip. that he will

avail himself of the first opportunity of communicating liis i\ote to

the Spanish Ambassador at Paris.

In a second letter, dated the 21th September, 1804, M«

d'Anduaga informs his Lordship, that the measures taken in

favour of Captain Wright have been successful ; and ho encloses

him the followingletter from M. Talleyrand, stating that Captain

Wright will be placed at the disposal of the JJritish Government

as soon as a place is fixed for him to be sent to. At the same time

he expresses much pleasure at the issue of the intervention of his

Catholic Majesty's Ambassador, who thereby fulfilled the wishes

and commands of the King his Master.

m. talleyrand to m. frederico gravina, his catholic

majesty's ambassador at paris.

SIR, Paris. 10 Fructidor, (27tA Aug.) 1804.

I HAVE laid before His Majesty the Emperor the letter you did

me the honour to communicate to me. 1 am by his orders to
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remind )-onr Excellency of some facts which relate to the object of

that letter. Mr. Wright was taken by our Couriers at the moment

he was landing on the Coast of Brittany, Jean Marie and two of

his Accomplices. He had before landed, at three successive times,

Brigands who have since been tried, convicted and punished, for

having conspired against the State, and the life of the First Consul.

These acts, under whatever point of view we consider them, do

not belong to War.—There is no Age nor Nation in which they

would not be viewed as crimes ; and in fact I may say, that it was

in flagranti delicto that Air. Wright was taken by French Sailors,

doing then the duty of an armed Force.

By documents which cannot be doubted, that Officer had been

demanded of the Knglisli Admiralty. The Lords of the Admiralty

wndoubtcdly knew not the kind of Service he was destined to per

form.—The shame attached to the conception and execution of a

vile and atrocious act belongs wholly to the Men who formed

the Plot, and to him who took upon himself to accomplish their

views.

I am ordered, Sir, to declare to your Excellency, that His Majes

ty the Emperor will not permit Mr. Wright to be exchanged: no

Frenchman, of whatever Hank he may be, belonging to the French

Navy, would consent to be placed in the balance with him in a

Cartel ol exchange; but His Imperial Majesty, Sir, having at heart

every thing that can diminish the scourge of War, and wishing to

prove that, in his mind, that disposition is superior to the gravest

motives ol just ana useiul severity, has directed me to declare to

you, that he will order Mr. Wright to be placed at the disposal of

the English Government. I beg you to make known to Lord

Ilarrowby this generous determination of His Majesty. You will

sec, Sir, in it a marked intention to do that which may be per-

sonally agreeable to yourself, and the new Ministry of His Britannic

Majesty will be compelled to \ iew it as a proof of the dispositions

so often manifested by His imperial Majesty to rise above those

sentiments which crimes, and even the attempts, of which he has

been the object, arc calculated to excite, in order that he may

listen only to the interest he feels in the good of humanity and the

happiness of the present generation. I shall wait to know, through

you, the place to which the English Government desire the Pri

soner of State demanded through you, shall be *.ent.

I avail myse lf of this opportunity to renew the assurance of my

high consideration.

Cu. M. Talleyhand.
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I.ORD HARKOWBY TO THE CHEVALIER D'ANnCAGA.

MR, Downing Street, Sept. 27, 180-1.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of

yesterday, and to assure you, that His Majesty's Government feel,

as they ought, the liberality and generosity with which His Catho

lic Majesty has pleased to interpose his good offices in favour of

Captain Wright, and the very obliging manner with which you

and M. de Gravina acceded to the demand contained in the first

Note I addressed to you upon the subject,

As the French Government consent to put a period to the

imprisonment of that Officer, and to permit him to return to this

Country, it does not appear to me necessary to make any remarks

upon the contents of M. Talleyrand's note to Admiral Gravina.

I therefore beg you, Sir, to communicate to the French Govern*

ment, through the medium of M. de Gravina, that in consequence

of the desire expressed to be informed of the place to which Cap.

tain Wright shall be sent, His Majesty's Government desire that he

be sent to Dover under a Flag of Truce ; and if that mode of

setting him at liberty be deemed objectionable, to permit him to

quit the French Territory, in order that he may proceed to

Embdcn, or any other neutral Port or place.

I have the honour to be, &c.

Harrowby*

CORRECT RELATION OF SHIPWRECKS.

[Continued from page 43.]

Again the diimal prospect opcus round.

The wreck, the shore, the dying, and tiie drown'd.

• Falconer.

LOSS OF THE LITCHFIELD, MAN OF WAR.

The following Abstract of a Letterfrom an Officer of the Litch

field, dated Morocco, Junitary 1, 1759, is icorthi) ofpreserva

tion, and will, zee presume, be acceptable to our Readers.

ON the 11th of November, 1758, we left Ireland, in company

with several Men of War and Transports, under the Com

mand of Commodore Keppel, iutended for the reduction of Gorec.

Our Voyage was happy and prosperous till the 28th, when the

weather turned very squally", with much thunder and lightning,
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and a great fall of rain. At this time we imagined ourselves at

least twenty-five leagues from Land, in which all our reckonings

agreed, so that we were in nowise uneasy at the Gale, though it

blew so hard, that at twelve at night we were obliged to hand our

main-sail and go under our courses. My watch was in the first

part of the night. About one or two next morning I was relieved

by the First Lieutenant, who took the charge of the watch. I

went to bed. At this time we had the Commodore right a-head,

steering south. About six o'clock I was awakened by a dreadful

shock, and a. confused noise on deck. As I had no idea of being

near Lar.d, I at first apprehended we had,run foul of another Ship ;

but upon coming up, I was soon made sensible of our dreadful

situation, and that our Ship was aground. The Sea was going

mountains high, and was breaking over us at all quarters ; and as

o'.ir broadside was to the Land, our masts soon went overboard,

and carried several of our Men along with them. The Land

appeared to us about two cables' length off, rocky, rugged, and

uneven.

In this situation wr remained for some time, our masts and yards

hanging alongside, the Ship boating Violently upon the Rocks, and

the waves breaking over us with such force, that we expected

every moment to be our last. Happily for us, what wc dreaded

would prove our destruction, proved our safety ; some of the

monstrous waves rebounding from the Rocks upon our starboard

quarter, shifted the Ship, and gave us hopes of bringing her head

towards the Sea, which we at last effected, though with infinite toil

and labour. The prospect of safety made us redouble our efforts,

and finding it necessary to get as much as possible over to the

larboard side, to prevent the Ship froir heeling, we at last made

shift to bring over most of her upper-deck guns, which had the

effect we wished for; the Ship righted, and we now had some

prospect of at least a few hours longer life.

The vicinity of the Land, and our Boats being in good order,

proved a temptation our People could not resist. Notwithstanding

all .that could be said against it, and the prospect of a most terrible

Sea, one of the Boats was launched, and eight of our best People,

jumped in ; and many more would have followed, had nof4

rolling Sea parted her from the Ship. She disappeared in a moment,

and all on board perished. .

About four in the afternoon the weather became a little more

favourable, and the waves began to abate ; but, unhappily for us,

th» Boats were all broke to pieces, aud our subsistence on board



CORRECT RELATION OF SHIPWRECKS. 217

•ntirely cut off, the Ship being so full of water, that we could not

possibly get at our provision. The quarter-deck and poop were

the only places we could get footing in.

The water beginning to ebb, one of the Men, with the appro

bation of the Captain, proposed to swim ashore, and was so happy

as to succeed. His good fortune induced others to follow his

example, and ninety-five of the Crew, with the Second Lieutenant

and myself, got also safe ashore. Upon the Beach we found num

bers of Moors,1 whom at first we imagiued humanity had drawn

there to afford us assistance ; but we were soon undeceived. Self-

interest was their only view. To such as had stripped before they

came into the water, they afforded not the least assistance ; but to

those who had a shirt or a waistcoat, of which they could make

plunder, these they laid hold of, and wpuld even venture a little

for the sake of what they had with them; but immediately upon

their coming ashore the true motives of their conduct appeared;

they stripped them of every thiug, and unmercifully left them

without clothes or covering upon the open Beach, to the incle

mency of a cold rainy night in the end of November; and to such

a pitch did their cruelty extend, that if any appeared unwilling to

part with their clothes, a dagger or stilrctto was presented to their

breast, and the unhappy Sufferer must either part with what he had,

or with his life.

When it began to turn dark, wc made shift to kindle a fire with

some pieces of the Wreck, and having picked up a piece of sail

cloth, which the Moors did not think worth the carrying off, w ith

it we made a small Tent, into which we crowded, and passed a

most uncomfortable and tedious night, ben ailing our own misfor

tunes, but more those of our Compvions on Ship-board, who were

exposed to the utmost danger, without having it in our power to

give them the smallest assistance.

Next morning, the SOth, the weather still continuing squally,

we perceived our Ship hnd suffered greatly during the night.

About six we came to the Shore, to afford what assistance we could

to such as should attempt swimming on Shore. It was now low

water, and the People on board having finished a Raft, lowered it

down, and fifteen got upon it; but it was soon overturned, and

only three or four of the whole number were saved.

While it was low water, a good many attempted to swim ashore ;

many of whom perished, either by the waves, or upon the Rocks.

However, one of those who had the good fortune to reach the

Shore, brought along with him a small rope, which being mads fast

/3afc Cfcron. IRtUTllV. j f
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to a larger one on board, wc hauled that on Shore, and made one

end of it fast to the Rocks, while the other was made fast on board.

This happily proved the means of saving numbers, who, by warp

ing upon the rope, got safe to Shore, though many in attempting

it were washed off by the impetuous Surf, and perished.

About twelve o'clock the Flood returned, and with it so high a

Surf, that the rope was of no farther use. We on Shore now, for

the first time, thought of taking a little sustenance; and having

picked up some of o:ir drowned Turkies, we broiled them, and

made a hearty breakfast with a refreshing draught of good water,

which we found a littlo way up the Country. We had just

finished our repast, when the Moors came down in great numbers,

and forced us down to the Shore, to assist them in bringing iron-

bound casks, or other materials that came ashore from the Wreck.

Jn this we were employed till about three, when we took another

repast, and then went to the Hocks, to look after our People on

board the Ship, and to assist them in getting on Shore.

On coming down we found our Shipmates in a most deploiable

condition. The high Surf had divided the. Ship inlo three parts :

the fore part was overset, with the keel uppermost; the middle

part was driving every moment to pieces, and part of the poop, one

piece of which, just as we got down, broke off, with thirty Men

on it, only eight of whom put ashore, and these so much bruised

on the Rocks, that we despaired of their recovery.

The after part of the poop, and a small part of the deck, was

the only part now above water, on w hich our Captain and a hun,

drod and thirty more remained, expecting every moment to be their

last. And indeed scarce a wave passed without washing olf some,

few or none of whom came a!iv# on Shore.

About four, tlie Tide, and with it the waves, began to fall; and

as the rope still remained fast, we had hopes that this would be.

the means of saving many. Wc frequently beckoned to the Cap

tain to take the rope, as we knew he could not swim: but he

seemed resolved to stay to the last. However, about five we saw

him venture down, along with an able Seaman, who endeavoured

all he could to keep up his spirits, and assist him in warping.

Happily he got so near, as to be able to lay hold of a small rope

we threw to his assistance, at a time when, quite faint with

fatigue and want of nourishment, he was no longer able to resist

the violence of the waves, but had lost his hold of the great rope,

and must unavoidably have perished. We got him on Shore, and.

after a little rest aud refreshment, he was able to walk up to the
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Tent. In his way up, the Moors would have stripped him, but

our People plucked up courage, and opposed them; upon which

they thought proper to desist.

After the Captain got on Shore, the rest of our People came

very fast, many of whom got sale on Shore. AVhcn it began lo

turn dark, the Moors would not allow us to remain longer: but

having sent to the Bashaw, he gave us liberty to return ; which

we did, with lighted torches, to show our unhappy Shipmates we

still were at hand to assist them. And indeed it had the desired

effect: for many, who otherwise would have remained on the

AVreck, now took to the rope; most of them got on Shore, though

several, from the intense darkness of the night, whom in daylight

we easily could have assisted, fell off and perished within a yard or

two of us; a circumstance perhaps as moving as any we had yet

met with.

About nine at night, finding no more would come ashore, we re

tired to our Tent, and about one the Ship went all to pieces, and be

tween thirty and forty Men, who still remained on board, were

washed off and perished. This we learned from one Man, who hap

pily was cast on Shore, after being two hours tossed about upon a

piece of the quarter-galley. In the morning we found the Shore

covered with the Wreck, and the Moors were very busy in pick

ing up every thing that could be of any use to them. As for us,

they would not allow us the smallest thing, except provisions, of

which they allowed us to take as much as we pleased. This day

we called a muster, and found the number saved amounted to 220

in all, having lost 130 Men, among whom was our First Lieute

nant, the Captain of Marines, his Lieutenant, the Purser, Gunner,

Carpenter, and several Midshipmen,

Next day, Dec. 2, we had some prospect of better treatment,

having received a letter from one Mr. Butler, at Sally, Factor to

the Danish African Company, desiring to know what Countrymen

we were; to which the Captain returned a very particular answer.

By this Messenger we learned, that one of our Transports, and a

Bomb Tender, had likewise been Shipw recked about three leagues

to the northward of us, and that most of the People had happily

escaped.

By the interposition of Mr. Butler, we no* received necessaries,

from Safly ; and on the Cth, one Mr. Andrews, an Irish Gentle

man, came himself, and brought with him a Surgeon to dress our

hurt People, several of w horn were dreadfully bruised. He like

wise supplied our Men with blankets, and some Moorish clothes,

uf which wc stood in the greatest need.
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On the 7th we had a message from the Emperor, with order!

for the Country People to supply us with cattle, &c, which they

accordingly did; but so miserable, and in such bad case, that wc

could scarcely use them. At the same time, the Emperor testified

his pleasure, that all the timbers, &c, of our Ships should be careX

fully preserved for the use of his Ships of War.

We remained on the Coast till the 10th; when; by order of the

Emperor, we set out for Morocco ; but not by the straight road,

having orders to mopt the Emperor, who was then on his return

from Sallee. About noon we joined the Crews of the other Ship

wrecked Vessels, which made our number; including Officers,

amount in all to 338. The Men were mounted oh camels, and

the Officers on horses. In this manner we travelled, according ttt

the fashion of the Country, from Sun-rising to Sun-setting, without

a halt; but this we did not look on as any great hardship, as our

Men were pretty well recovered, and we had no want of liquor

to refresh us, though we were often but ill served in provisions and

Other necessaries.

On the 12th we got sight of the Emperor's Cavalcade; soon

after which one of the grand Officers, a Relation of the Emperor,

came up, and obliged Captain Barton to write a letter to the

Governor of Gibraltar, to know whether His Britannic Majesty

would settle a l'cacc with him, as the former one was some time

expired. After this we continued our march, without any thing

material happening, except now and then little disturbances from

the Moors, whose thievish deposition obliged us to be much upon,

our guard, to protect the little We had left from being stolen

from us.

On the 18th wc entered the City of Morocco. The same day

we had an audience of the I'lmperor, whom we found on horse

back, surrounded by five hundred of his Guards, in the Court

before his Palace, the usual place of giving audience. Very little

passed on cither tide, only we understood from the Emperor, that

as he was neither at Peace nor War with England, he would

detain us till an Ambassador should arrive to settle atiairs between

the two Crowus ; and having assigned us two houses to live in,

wo were dismissed.

The habitation assigned for us was sufficiently large, but so full

of dirt and vermin, that it cost us several days' hard labour before

we could make it tolerable. Here wu lived pretty quietly, repair

ing our habitation, and making clothes for ourselves, till the 26th;

when an order from the limperorcame for all our Men to turn out

to work like other Slaves, which they were all obliged to do,
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except the Officers, the Sick, and a few who were left to coolc

for the rest. Their work was carrying wood for buildings, and

Weeding in the Emperor's Garden, at which they continued from

seven in the morning till four in the afternoon.

In justice, however, to the Emperor, we must acknowledge soma

pieces of civility that we received from him ; the greatest of which

was, the not obliging the Officers to work with the rest, a favour

but very seldom granted. Our Captain receivedv some particular

marks of his favour, having been allowed to walk in the Palace-

garden, and to ride out with any of the Emperor's Officers, when

he pleased. He likewise received from one of the Emperor's

Wives (whose Grandfather was an Englishman) a present of

tea, &c.

In our march, two or three of our People died of the bruises

which they had received in the Shipwreck; and on the 13th we

lost Lieutenant Harrison, the commanding Officer of the Soldiers,

who died suddenly in the Tent,

The Crew of the Litchfield, and some other British Subjects,

were subsequently ransomed for 170,000 hard dollars. The late

Admiral (then Captain) Milbanke was the Ambassador who nego.

ciatcd for their release.

Narrative of Captain Kennedy's losing his Vessel at Sea, and his

Distresses afterwards, as communicated to his Owners.

"WE sailed from Port Royal, in Jamaica, on the 21st day of

December last, 1768, bound for Whitehaven; but the 23d day,

having met with a harcl Gale at north, We were obliged to lay-to

ander a fore-sail for the space of ten hours, which occasioned the

Vessel to make more water than she could free with both Pumps.

Under this situation we set sail, in hopes of being able to make

the Island of Jamaica again, which from our reckoning we judged

lay about ten leagues to the eastward. But in less thau an hour's

time the water overflowed the lower deck, and we could scarcely

get into the Yawl (being thirteen in number) before the Vessel

sunk ; having with much difficulty been able to take out only a keg

containing about sixteen pounds of biscuit, ten pounds of cheese,

and two bottles of wine ; with which small pittance we endeavoured

to make the Land. But the Wind continuing to blow hard from

the north, and the Sea running high, we were obliged, after an

unsuccessful attempt of three days, to bear away for Honduras, as
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the Wind seemed to favour us for that course, and it being the only

visible means we had of preserving our lives. On the seventh day

we made Swan's Island; but being destitute of a quadrant, and

other needful helps, we were uncertain what Land it was. How

ever, we went on Shore, under the nattering hopes of finding some

refreshments ; but, to our unspeakable regret, and heavy disap

pointment, we only found a few quarts ofbrackish water in the hollow

of a Rock, and a few wilks (periwinkles). Notwithstanding there

was no human or visible prospect of finding water, or any other of

the necessaries of life, it was with the utmost reluctance the People

quitted the Island ; but being at length prevailed upon, with much

difficulty, and through persuasive means, we embarked in the

evening, with only six quarts of water, for the Bay of Honduras.

Between the seventh and fourteenth days of our being in the Boat,

we were most miraculously supported, and at a time when nature

was almost exhausted, having nothing to eat or drink. Yet the

Almighty Author of our being furnished us with supplies, which,

when seriously considered, not only served to display his benefi

cence, but fill the mind with admiration and wonder. Well may

we cry out, with the Royal Wise Man—" Lord, what is Man,

that thou art mindful of him ; or the Son of Man, that thou

visitest him ?"

In the evening the wild Sea-fowls hovered over our heads,

and lighted on our hands when held up to receive them. Of these

our People ate the flesh and drank the blood, declaring it to be as

palatable as new milk. I ate twice of the flesh, and thought it

very good.

It may appear very remarkable, that though I neither tasted

food nor drink for eight days, I did not feel the sensations of

hunger or thirst ; but on the fourteenth, in the evening, my

drought often required me to gargle my mouth with salt water;

and on the fifteenth it increased; when, happily for us, wc made

Land, which proved to be an Liand called Ambugris, lying at a

small distance from the main Land, and about fourteen leagues to

the northward of St. George's Quay, (where the White People

reside), in the Bay of Honduras; though the want of a quadrant

and other necessaries left us stilt in suspense. We slept four

nights on this Island, and every evening picked up wilks and

conch s for next day's provision, embarking every morning, and

towing along the Shore to the southward. On the first evening of

our arrival here we found a lake of fresh water, by which « Jay

all night, and near it buried one of our People*
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On walking along the Shore we found a few cocoa-nuts, which

were full of milk. The substance of .the nuts we ate with the wilks,

instead of bread, thinking it a delicious repast, although eaten,

raw, having no implements whereby to kindle a lire. From

the great support received from this shell-fish, I shall ever revere

the name.

On the third day after our arrival at this Island, we buried

another of our People, which, with four who died on the Passage,

made six who perished though hunger and fatigue.

On the fifth day after our arrival at Ambugris, we happily dis

covered a small Vessel at some distance, under sail, which we made

for. In the evening got on board her ; and in a few hours

(being the tenth of January) we arrived at St. George's Quay in

a very languid state.

I cannot conclude without making mention of the great advan

tage 1 received from soaking my clothes twice a day in salt water,

and putting them on without wringing.

It was a considerable time before I could make the People com

ply with this measure; though, from seeing the good effects it

produced, they afterwards of their own accord practised it twice

a day. To this discovery 1 may with justice impute the preserva

tion of my own life, and that of six other Persons, who must havo

perished but for its being put in use*.

The hint was first communicated to me from the perusal of a

Treatise written by Dr. Lind, and which I think ought to be com

monly understood and recommended to ail Seafaring People.

There is one very remarkable circumstance, and worthy of

notice, which is, that we daily made the same quantity of urine

as if wc had drank moderately of any liquid ; which must be owing

to a body of water b'jing absorbed through the pores of the skin.

The saline particles remaining in our clothing became incrustcd by

the heat of our bodies and that of the Sun, which cut and wounded

our posteriors, and from the intense pain, rendered sitting very

disagreeable. But we found, upon washing out the saline par

ticles, and frequently wetting our clothes wit', out wringing (which

we practised twice a day), the skin became well in a short time:

and so very great advantage did we derive from this practice, that

the violent drought went off: the parched tongue was cured in a

* This expedient has been many times resorted to, and lias uniformly proved

efficacious. The knowledge of so beneficial a circumstance cannot be too widely

diffused.—Editor.
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few minuter after bathing and washing our clothes; at the same

time we found ourselves as much refreshed as if we had received

some actual nourishment.

PLATE CLXXXVII.

ST. PKTEKSBl'BG,

THE City of St. Petersburg, in latitude 50° 56' north, and Ion.

gitude 30° 25 east from the meridian' of Greenwich, was

founded in the year 1703 by Peter the Great, at the eastern

extremity of the Gulf of Finland, where the River Neva, gliding

through a Morass by various Channels, discharges its waters into

that Estuary : upon the southern Shore of the River, which is here

nearly as wide as the Thames at Westminster, Peter laid the

foundation of his intended Northern Capital, by the erection of

a number of wooden Huts.

On an Island .near the North Bank of the Neva, and nearly

opposite the Winter Palace, is situated the Fortress, begun

likewise by Peter; its form is that of an oblong Square, with five

bastions faced with brick, communicating with the North Shore by

means of a draw-bridge, the head of which is strongly secured by

a crown-work, with a deep and broad wet ditch.

It is supposed that the construction of this Fortress cost the

Foupder the lives of 50,000 of his Subjects, exclusive of a great

number of Swedish Prisoners, who fell Victims to famine, severe

labour, and the unwholcsomencss of the spot. Within the Ram

parts arc constructed the Arsenal, and Church of Sts. Peter and

Paul. In the latter are deposited the Remains of all the Russian

Sovereigns, from Alexis Michaeloff, the Father of Peter the

Great, to Peter the Hid, with several Relatives of the Imperial

Family ; particularly the unfortunate Czarewitz Alexis.

The Walls of this Church are entirely covered with Martial

Trophies; such as Standards and Horse-tails, the Spoils of the

Turks and Tartars ; with various Colours taken from the Swedes

on the fatal day of Pultawa.

In the Arsenal are seen several ancient Cannon, which, like

those in the Tower of London, are formed by a certain number of

iron bars strongly hooped together. It is likewise well stored

with iron and brass Ordnance, and a great number of Firelocks,

kept in excellent order.

This Citadel also contains the Imperial Mint; near which, under
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rover, is kept the little Grandsirc, a small Boat, being the first in

which the Czar Peter ventured upon the water.

St. Petersburg is composed of various divisions ; the principal

of which, on the south Bank of the Neva, is called the Admiralty

Quarter; others on several Islands formed by its various Branches ;

the whole enclosed by a Rampart about fourteen English Miles ia

circumference. Those Divisions are joined by Bridges of Pontoons,

which are obliged to be removed in the early part of the Winter

Season, before the ice begins to accumulate in the River; but

intercourse between the several parts is soon renewed by menus of

the fixed ice, which, during Winter, is covered with sledges and

carriages of all descriptions. It is likewise much enlivened by a

constant market of frozen Venison, Bear Hams, and Game of all

kinds, brought from a great distance.

From its low and marshy situation, St. Petersburg is liable to

frequent inundations, particularly in the month of September,

1777, when, in consequence of the pouring down of the inland

Floods, and the rise of the waters in the Gulf of Finland, occa

sioned by a heavy Gale from the west, the whole City was

threatened with destruction ; the Neva rising near eleven feet

above its usual level; Torrents rushing through various streets to

the depth of 4\ feet, carrying away by their rapidity several Build,

ings and Bridges.

The Admiralty Quarter commences on the west, by an elegant

range of Buildings, with Balconies, called the English Line,

extending near a mile parallel with the River; bordered by a

noble Quay and Parapet of Granite: this Line, with few excep.

tions, is inhabited by the English Merchants, who live in a style

of great elegance and hospitality.

At the eastern extremity of this Line, in a large open space, is

placed the celebrated Equestrian Statue, in bronze, of Peter the

Great; it is of colossal size: the Monarch dressed in an Asiatic

Robe, girt round his waist with a sash, is seated on a bearskin;

with his left hand he holds the bridle, his right arm is extended,

in rather a stiff position, towards the Citadel; the inflexible

severity which marked his character is strongly expressed iu hi*

countenance.

The Horse, formed with admirable spirit, appears ascending a

precipice at full gallop: of course, the fore feet and body are

entirely detached from the Pedestal, to which it is artfully secured

by the flowing tail touching the ground, but invisibly bolted into

the Rock, to which it is further secured by its hind feet, crushing

f3«V. «tpron. Bol.XIV. 0 &
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ft serpent, in like manner being secured <o the Rock, which is an

enormous rmle mass of coarse Granite, of the weight of 1200 tons,

irought from a Morass five miles from St. Petersburg, on a road

formed .by broad bars of iron, on which the Rock rolling on large

cannon balls, was gently moved by means of capsterns (50 Men

working upon it during the whole time) to the Shore of the Neva,

across which it was conveyed by means of a Vessel constructed for

that purpose : the entire height of the Statue and Pedestal is 45

feet from the ground. On the opposite side of this place stands

the octangular Church of St. Isaac; it was carried to a consider,

able height with marble, but its foundation not being judged suf

ficient, it was finished by the late Emperor Paul with stuccoed

brick.

Occupying a considerable space of ground on the Bank of the

River is situated the Admiralty, founded by Peter the Great. It

is surrounded by a Rampart of Earth, and contains an Arsenal,

Magazines, with Docks capable of receiving five capital Vessels,

and an equal number of Frigates ; but it is impossible to give an

accurate description, as no stranger is permitted to enter it.

The Winter Palace stands a little above the Admiralty. It is

an enormous pile, with four fronts of different styles of architec

ture ; that towards the River being the most elegant. A large

Building, called the Hermitage, is connected with the Palace by

means of a covered Gallery on Arches. In this Building the late

Empress always entertained her select Parties.

Eastward from this is seen the Marble Palace, in which the

late unfortunate King of Poland was permitted to end his days.

Above, on the Banks of the River, are formed the Summer

Gardens, laid out in the Dutch style, and furnished with an

amazing number of Statues and Busts, many of. them exquisite

antiques.

The noble iron gates of those Gardens, towards the River, stand

constantly open during the day. From the Admiralty Quarter, a

long Bridge of Pontoons conducts us to the Island of Wasili

Osteroff, or William's Island, a great part of w hich is laid out in

a very regular manner, but the rest an entire waste. In this

Quarter stands the Observatory, with a lofty octangular Tower,

well furnished with astronomical instruments, made by Dollond

and Ramsden of London. This Building contains, amongst other

curiosities, a Globe, eleven feet in diameter, on the convex of

which is represented the Geography of the terrestrial Sphere,

according to the latest discoveries. The concave, into the centre o,f

which a Person may be admitted, is painted a light azure, the con
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stellations of a deeper colour; and the stars, formed according to

their different magnitudes, of bright studs of silver. Near the

Observatory is placed the model of a wooden Bridge, of one arch,

proposed to be thrown over the Iliver Neva. The thought

originated with an illiterate Russian Boor; as with such low Shores

as the Neva, the ascent and descent would not only be inconvenient,

but dangerous. This Bridge is contrived that the road across the

River is made to hang by strong beams of timber from the crown

of the arch, and is carried on in an horizontal line not 16 feet from

the surface of the water. The width of the arch,' exclusive of the

abutments, would be 980 feet, and from the summit of the crown

168 feet to the surface of the River, but I very much doubt the

practicability of carrying it into execution.

The Ships of War, even First Rates, built at Petersburg, are

brought over a long and narrow Bar, where is seldom more than

nine feet water, by means of machines called Kammcls. After

being launched, the Vessel is placed in one of those machines,

-whose bottoms are flat, and, by means of numerous pumps, worked

by as many Men as can stand together: the Kammcl with its

charge gradually rises so as to draw less water than is upon the

Bar; in conveying them over which the greatest caution is used ;

four cables being kept at a great degree of tension a-head, and as

many a-stern ; so that they being slacked and drawn in gradually,

the movement is slow but certain ; yet this operation sometimes

extends to near a week before the Vessels arrive in deep water,

when the Kammel is sunk, and the Ship draws her proper draught.

St Petersburg is supposed to contain 130,000 Souls.

N. B. The Range of Buildings on the right is the English

Line; beyond those Buildings, where are seen a very tall Spire,

and anchor Flag flying, the Admiralty ; at the extremity is situated

the Winter Palace; a little below which is seen the Bridge of

Pontoons.

The Buildings in shadow on the left are upon the Island

Wasili Osteroff, or William's Island; off which are seen several of

the Imperial Gallies.

A 74 gun Ship is placed in the Fore-ground, in the machine

called a Kammel, bearing down (stern foremost, as they generally

do) towards the Bar.

In the Foreground, beyond the English Line on the right, are

seen the Domes of the Cathedral, and those of a similar Church

beyond it; and a little further, the upper part of the Marble

Palace, built for Poterakin, and where the last King of Poland

died. F. G.



»28

Hrfornu

FIFTH REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER*

OF NAVAL INQUIRY.

[Continued from page 148.]

WE shall, lastly, proceed to speak of the Receipt of the Wages'

of Men dying on board Ships in the West India Trade,

directed to be paid to the Receiver of the Sixpenny Duty by an

Act of the 37th year of the Reign of His present Majesty, en-

titled, " An Act for preventing the Desertion of Seamen from

British Merchant Ships Trading to His Majesty's Colonies and

Plantations in the West Indies ;" and by which a Duty has beert

imposed on the Sixpenny Office totally foreign to its original

Institution ; namely, that of the Receipt of the Wages of all Seamen

dying on the Voyage from any Port of Great Britain to and from

any of the Colonics or Plantations iu the West Indies, for the use

of their Executors or Administrators ; but if not claimed by them

within three years, are forfeited, and directed to be paid to the

use of the Merchant Seamen's Hospitals, or, where none, to the

Magistrates of the. County, to be by them distributed among

the old and disabled Seamen of the Port to which the Ship may

belong.

The Act imposing this duty on the Sixpenny Office having made

no provision for defraying the expenses of the Collection, a corres

pondence took place between the Commissioners of the Sixpenny

Office and the Lords of the Admiralty on the subject*, by whom

• Receivers' Office to Greenwich Hospital, on Tower Hill,

tin, the 90th December, 1797.

We beg yon will be pleased to acquaint the Right Honourable the Lord*

Commissioners of the Admiralty, that by the 7tli and 8th Clauses of an Act ot

Parliament (which is herewith enclosed) passed last Session, entitled " An Act

for preventing the desertion of Seamen from British Merchant Ships trading r»

His Majesty's Colonies and Plantations in the West Indies," a considerable,

branch of duty is attached to this Office, independent of and unconnected with,

the Royal Hospital at Greenwich, the execution whereof will be attended with

many inconveniences, and greatly interrupt the established mode and business-

ot' this Office. Fur their Lordships more particular information, we beg leave to

observe, that to accomplish a due performance of the 8th Clause of the Act, it

will be necessary, after a limited time, lo enter upon a correspondence, and oprxi

Accounts, not only with the Magistrates of the County of Middlesex, but with

the Magistrates of most of the principal Sea Port Towns in Great Britain, for the

purpose of fulfilling the obligations expressed in the said Act, especially as from

the best information, we have been able to obtain, it does not appear that Has
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they wore authorized to make the same allowance to the Depnty

Receivers at the Out-Ports for the collection of this Money, as for

pitals for the reception of decayed Seamen arc established either at London

or at any of the Out-Ports of Great Britain, the Ports of Whitby, Liverpool,

and Scarborough, excepted, the Revenue raised for their sopport being generally

distributed in small monthly allowances, at the discretion of the Persons having

the management of the Merchant Seamen's Fund, as alluded to in the 9tb

Clause ol the said Act, and grounded on the Act of the 20th of George the

Second.

That it is reasonable to suppose, after a suitable time allowed for the opera

tion of the said Act, the applications froni the Executors and Administrators

of Seamen who may happen to die on their respective Voyages to and from

the West Indies, will become numerous and intricate; that great care and

circumspection will be required to adjust their several demands, and to guard

against frauds and impositions, particularly ut the Port of London, to which

place by far the greatest part of the Ships employed in the West India Trade

belong.

That as the Receiver of the Greenwich Hospital Duty at evory Sea Port in

Great Britain where a Custom-House is established, will become responsible

equally w ith the Receiver at the Port of Loudon, for the Monies he may from

time to time receive, we apprehend it will be proper for us to furnish each

Jlecciver with the Act of Parliament in which lie is so much concerned, accom

panied with suitable directions for his conduct respecting it, several of whom have

already applied lor instructions rotative thereto.

That as we conceive the amount of the Revenue arising from this Act will

materially depnid upon the authenticity and correctness of the Accounts or

dered by the 5th Clause of the Act to be deUvered to the Collector or fc'f»uip-

trollcr of the Port which such Ship employed in the West India Trade shall

return to in Great Britain, wo consider it as highly important that the said

Account, or a Copy thereof, should be delivered into this Cilice as well as to the.

Deputy Receivers at the Out-Ports, in order that the Money which shall appear

remaining duo to deceased Senmen may be ascertained and comptrolled by

the Office appointed to receive it, within the lime limited by the Act aforesaid^

That as the Royal Hospital at Greenwich is not in any respect to he benefited

in its Revenue by virtue of the said Act, (the 9th Clause excepted), we conceive

it trill be necessary to open scpnrate Arr omits and Books for the due putty and

appropriation of the Monies received, for the several purposes therein mentioned j

and hi consequence thereof, tile expense attending ths same, parJiculnrlv far

stationary wares* printing, stamps, postage, allowances to Clerks for extra

attendance and trouble, with other eontingeneies incident tberetot which may

hereafter accrue, ought to be provided for, and which the Act now under nun*

iidoration, so far as respects this Other, deej) iu uo pert authorise or allow.

We therefore think it incumbent on us to ©flex these observations to their

Lordships' considerations, and beg leave to sus«est to their Lordships the pre*

priet r •( causing the said Actt or such part thereof as relates to this OfSce» to be

revised and amended during the present Session ; and either such altsrationi

made therein as may tend to exonerate ihis Department from the obligation of a

duty foreign to the original Establishment Of it, by affixing it on the Person!

appointed by the Act of the truth of George Sue Second to receive tine Merchant
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the Sixpenny Duty, to be defrayed out of the Greenwich Hospital

Revenue.

Seamen's Fund, and to which this Duty is a proper Appendage ; or that such

power and authority may be vested in us, under their Lordships' sanction, as may

enable us lo carry the said Act into execution in a manner consonant to the

design and intentions of it.

We only beg leave to add, that the Penalties payable to Greenwich Hospital,

prescribed by the 9th Clause of the Act, will be attended to by us, and the

araouut thereof accounted for in the Books of this Office in the usual manner.

We are, Sir,

Your most obedient and most humble Servants,

JOHN RASHLEIGH.

To Evan Nepean, Etc., JOHN CLEVLAND,

Secretary to the Admiralty. » JOHN BEVERLEY.

oentlemfh, Admiralty Office, 9th January, 1798.

Having laid before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty your letter

to me of the 20th of last month, relative to the additional Duty imposed upon

your Office by the Act passed during the last Sessions of Parliament, for pre

venting the desertion of Seamen from British Merchant Ships, I am commanded

by their Lordships to desire you will let me know the extent of the assistance

which will be requisite to enable you to execute the provisions of the Act hi

question.

I am, Gentlemen,

Your very humble Servant,

To the Commissioners EVAN NEPEAN.

*f the Sixpenny Office, Tower HiU.

Receivers' Officefar Greenwich Hospital, Totter UUl,

•IB, 19li January, 1798.

We have received your letter of the 9th instant, acquainting us of yonr having

laid before the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty our letter of the 20th

December last, relative to the additional Duty imposed on this Office by the

Act passed during the last Session of Parliament, for preventing the deser

tion of Seamen from British Merchant Ships ; and that you were commanded

by their Lordships to desire wc would let you know the extent of the assistance

which will be required to enable us to execute the provisions of the Act in*

question.

We confess a diffidence in offering our opinion on an Act of Parliament, novel

in itself, precarious in its operations, and dependent upon many accidental and

unforeseen circumstances : we have, however, already taken the liberty, in our

letter of the 20th December last, of stating the difficulties which will probably

attend the execution of it, the variety of correspondence necessary to be entered

into, and the frauds and impositions likely to be practised on the Office by sun

dry classes of People. These considerations induced us to urge the necessity of

revising the said Act, in order to relieve this Department from a Duty foreign to

the original Establishment of it, at the same time recommending it to their Lord

ships to affix this Branch of Business on those Persons appointed to receive tbc

1
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The Commissioners of the Sixpenny Office, very soon after the

passing of the Act in 1797, reduced the Rate of Commission to

five per cent., at the Ports of Liverpool and Bristol, owing to the

great amount of their Receipts ; but at the other Ports it continues

at twelve and a hall per cent., except at the Port of London, where

no Commission is charged.

The Commission on the Receipt of the Wages of deceased Seamen

is deducted bj the Deputy Receivers out of the Monies payable to

Greenwich Hospital.

Merchant Seamen's Fund, to which we conceive this Duty a proper Appendage ;

but as their Lordships have thought proper, by your letter, to require an answer

from us only with respect to the extent of the assistance required to enable us to

execute the Provisions of the said Act, we beg leave to inform you, that the

Clerks belonging to this Office have attended the Board, and offered to under

take immediately, under our inspection, the management of the Duty required by

the said Act ; and, in order to prevent any inconveniences arising from the

clashing of the two Branches of Business with each other, have agreed to appro-

priate certain hours, as may hereafter be found necessary, after the close of the

usual Business, for the execution thereof; we therefore request you will acquaint

thejr Lordships, that we approve their proposition, being persuaded that every

attention wilt be paid by them to this additional part of Duty : we also beg leave

to add, that in reward for their extra attendance, we conceive an allowance of

j£. 50 per annum, to be divided amongst them, will be only a moderate recom-

pence for their trouble. We recommend this measure to be adopted for three

jpr four years only ; at the expiration of which time, we shall be enabled to

determine on the nauire and extent of the Duty required, what alterations may

be necessary to be luade, and whether this allowance to the Clerks be a sufficient

compensation for their extra labour and attendance.

We lament our inability to furnish you with an estimate of the expense likely

to be incurred for stationary ware, printing, stamps, postage, and other incidental

charges ; but request you will acquaint their Lordships, that the utmost economy

shall be used in the expenditure of every Article, and all unnecessary expenses

carefully avoided.

The Receivers of the Greenwich Hospital Duty at the Out-Ports still continue

to repeat their applications to this Office, for our directions to them in what

manner they are to govern themselves respecting the Act of Parliament now in

question : we have hitherto waved giving any decisive answer to their several

questions, and shall continue so to do till we receive authority from their Lord

ships ; but we conceive it necessary that the said Receivers should be put equally

under the direction of this Office, with respect to the receipt of Money due to

deceased Seamen, as they now are touching the receipt of the Greenwich Hospital

Duty, with the usual allowance of two shillings and sixpence in the pound

commission on the same ; the amount of which allowances, together with all other

charges, we are humbly of opinion, must be deducted out of the Greenwich Hos

pital Revenue, being the only permanent Fund m our hands to answer the same,

particularly as the whole of the money to be received by virtue of the Act in

question, it, by the Tenor of the Act, appropriated to certain purposes thercia

a
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The following is an Account of the Gross Sums collected since

the passing of the Act; the Sums paid to the Representatives; the

charge of Collection ; and the Amount distributed to the Merchant

Seamen's Hospitals.

Sum deducted by

Receivers at the

Out Ports from the

Sixpenny Duty, on

Account of

Commission on

Receipt, and other

Expense*.

SUM

distributed to

YEAR
Gross Sum

Received.

Sum pud to

Executors and

Administrators.

Merchant

Seamen's Hos

pitals.

£■ «• d.

3,964 8 2»

£■ «• d. £■ d. £. d.

612 3 101798 3,192 12 84

7,888 13 9
•11,061 14 8

•11,366 7 10J

•11,317 10 10J

1.59 11 8

391 9 1

560 11 0

435 15 11*

440 13 04

1799

JOOO

1801

180'.'

10,016 18 it

13,771 13 5»

13,347 4 Si

l.V'32 3 2

1,736 1A ^

—

Note.—The Sums marked * were paid to the Executors and

Administrators in the year in which they were receded. As Pay.

ments are making daily, the exact Balance cannot be ascertained

until final distribution.

expressed : we therefore pray you to lay this statement before their Lordships,

and that you will move their Lordships to grant us an order, to authorixe us to

deduct the amount of the. expenses attending this additional Branch of Duty from

the Receipts of the Hospital Money ia our hands, and to take credit for the same

ui the Books of this Office accordingly.

We are. Sir.

Your most obedient Servants,

JOHN RASHLEIGH.

7\> Eva* Nepam, Etf., JOHN CLEVLAND.

owrriary to the Admii alty. JOHN BEVERLEY.

OKNTLFMtv, • Admiralty Office; id February, 1798.

Havins; laid before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty your letter

to me of the 19th of last month, stating the assistance which will be required to

enable yon to execute the provisions of the Act lately passed for preventing the

Desertion of Seamen from British Merchant Ships, I am commanded by their

Lordships to acquaint you, that they are pleased to authoriie^ron to cause an

increase to be made to the salaries and allowances to the Clerks and Agenu

belonging to your Office, in the manner and to the amount mentioned in ytrar

letter, and to deduct the said additional expenses from the Receipts of the Hospital

Mooey in your hands, and to take credit for the same in your Books in the manner

you have proposed.

I am, Gentlemen,

Your very humble Servant,

Ti the C.mmiaimers EVAN NEPEAX,

•/ f*f Shpenny Office, Tt*rr Hilt.
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At the expiration of three years, when the unclaimed Wages

become forfeited, the Receiver of the Sixpenny Duty has, previous

to making distribution to the Merchant Seamen's Hospitals,

deducted the Sum advanced out of the Greenwich Hospital Reve

nue for defraying the expense of the collection of the year for

which the distribution is to be made; and although he has had

no authority whatever for so doing, yet we cannot disapprove

of the measure, as there was no other mode of repaying the Monies

advanced, and as we conceive it never, could have been the

intention of the Legislature, that Greenwich Hospital should have

been at the expense of collecting the Revenue of the Merchant

Seamen's Hospitals.

The Sums which have been deducted from the Sixpenny Duty,

on account of the Commission on Dead Men's Wages to the 31st

December 1802, have amounted to one thousand nine hundred and

eighty-eight pounds and nine-pence, of which five hundred and

fifty-one pounds and nine-pence have been repaid in the manner

before stated, leaving a balance of one thousand four hundred and

thirty-seven pounds due to Greenwich Hospital, being the amount

of three years' Commission, which the Hospital must always be in

advance, according to the system that has been adopted.

There can be no sufficient reason why Greenwich Hospital should

advance money, or be at any expense in collecting the Wages of

Men dying in the West India Trade, as it derives no advantage

from it whatever ; we therefore recommend that the Receiver of the

Sixpenny Duty be authorized and directed to deduct the Sums that

have been advanced from the first Monies that become payable to

the Merchant Seamen's Hospitals ; and, after Greenwich Hospital

shall be repaid, that the Commission, and other necessary expen

ses, on the receipt of Dead Men's Wages in the preceding year, be

deducted out of the Monies payable in the beginning of the year

ensuing to the Merchant Seamen's Hospitals.

We also recommend that the Receiver of the Sixpenny Duty be

authorized to deduct a Commission of two and a half per cent, upon

the Receipt of Dead Men's Wages in the Port of London, which

will amount to about one hundred pounds a year; such Commission

to be paid to Greenwich Hospital, to indemnify it for the evpense

of a Clerk, the greatest part of whose time must necessarily be

occupied in transacting this Business.

No notice whatever has been taken in the Accounts furnished

by the Receiver of the Sixpenny Duty to Greenwich Hospital, of

the Sums which have been deducted from its Revenue on account

«at>, epton. Ool.XIV, u u
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of the Commission on Dead Men's Wages, nor of the mode or

time of its repayment; it has, as before stated, been deducted from

the amount of the Sixpenny Duty, and, when repaid at the end of

three years, it has been carried to the Account of Greenwich

Hospital under the Head of " Sixpenny Duty received in the Port

of London." Although we believe that no improper motive has

led to the keeping this transaction from the knowledge of the

Directors of the Hospital, yet we hold it to be our duty to expres»

our disapprobation of this mode of stating the accounts of the

Sixpenny Office.

The Sum of one hundred and nine pounds seventeen shillings

and ten-pence has been collected, and remains in the hands of the

Representative of the late Receiver of the Sixpenny Duty, on

account of the Wages of Men dying on board Ships in the West

India Trade, belonging to Ports in America and the West Indie*.

As the Act directs that the Wages which shall be unclaimed at the

end of three years shall be paid to the Merchant Seamen's Hos.

pitals of the Port v\hcre the Ship belongs, or, where none, to the

Magistrates of the County, to be distributed amongst the old

and disabled Seamen of the Port, it does not appear to us to have

been the intention of the Legislature, that such Money should

have been collected; but, if it should remain unclaimed, we think

it ought to be appropriated to repay Greenwich Hospital tht

Monies that have been advanced on account of the Commission ott

Dead Men's Wages.

The Act directs, that the Accounts of the Wages of Men dying

during the Voyage shall be delivered by the Masters, upon oath,

within ten days from the Ship's arrival, to the Collector or

Comptroller of the Customs, and that the amount shall be paid

within three months to the Receiver of the Sixpenny Duty, wh»

has no authority to require a second affidavit from the Master.

We are therefore of opinion, that the Collector or Comptroller'*

Clerk in the Port of London should transmit twice a week to

the Sixpenny Oftcc, a Report of Ships entered Inwards from the

West Indies, containing an Account of the Sums sworn to by the

several Masters as the amount of the Wages of Men who have

died during the Voyage, for which the Sixpenny Office should

make the Clerk an adequate compensation.

And as the time for paying over the amount of Dead Men's-

W'ages to the Receiver of the Sixpenny Duty appears to us

unnecessarily long, inasmuch as the Ship may be in the West

Indies again before the time limited for the payment of the Money
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lias expired, we recommend its being shortened to one month from

the time of delivering the Account upon oath to the Collector or

Comptroller of the Customs.

[To be concluded iu our neat.]

NAVAL LITERATURE.

Narrative of a Voyage to Brazil, terminating in the Seizure oj a

British Vessel, and the Imprisonment of the Author, 6jc.

[Concluded from page 153.]

TX/TR- LINDLEY arrived at Porto Seguro late in the

** evening of August the third, and was remanded to Prison,

completely exhausted. The treatment which he had received

was not ameliorated by the change, as appears by the following

Extract from his Journal, August 5 to 1 1 :—

The Commission have certainly behaved to us very harshly in

every instance; and exerted their authority to the utmost, to

distress both our persons and feelings. On our imprisonment,

they permitted us to take a small travelling trunk, which, unfor

tunately, contained my linen only ; and the several petitions I havo

since made for the trunk containing my Wife's clothes, have been

entirely unattended to, or eluded. On the 7th I repeated ray

application, but have had no answer whatever. The same day, I

was requested out to visit a sick person ; and returning, passed the

dungeon where my unfortunate Sailors are confined : I went to

speak, and condole with them; when the Soldier who stands on

guard over their gate rudely denied me, and declared he had an

express order for that purpose. At a distance 1 saw the Linguist,

and went to explain on the matter; but the Sentinel who attended

me said, that all further intercourse with him also was prohibited,

except in presence of the Commissioners. My Crew have had their

bitter portion of severity. I have already noticed the scarcity they

at first experienced, which has been remedied only in promises ; -

and had I not hitherto secretly contrived (at some risk) to convey

them a little assistance in provisions and liquor, they never could

have endured their horrid situation. Not content with half

starving, one of them was cruelly beat for remonstrating on the

subject; and two days ago, through some trilling dispute, their

knives and razors were taken from them, a poor devil put into the

stocks belonging to the dungeon, and a musket pointed down their

trap-door while this was transacting.
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The weather has been lately tempestuous to extreme, and a

Vessel entered in consequence for shelter; the Owner of which

passed my Prison window, and I recognised him for a Portuguese

whom I had known before on the Coast. I instantly resolved on

writing a packet for Europe, and sending it by this Stranger in

preference to those around me. I have completed my design with

some difficulty, and most earnestly hope the letters will reach their

destination.

Sept. 16 to 21.—The stir hourly increases as our departure

approaches ; every face bears the mark of anxiety and inquisitive-

ness for the moment ; the reserve of the Prison is considerably

abated, and the Sentinels are negligent, allowing me more liberty

of conversation than 1 have enjoyed since my confinement. I pro

cured an interview with the Commission, and lind we are to be

conveyed in our own Brig. I again requested my trunk, au,d had

a promise of its being restored previous to our Voyage.

A Gentleman residing near the Coroa Vermeil, a Harbour

adjoining to Santa Cruz, gave me an account of a Boat arriving

there, in extreme distress, with three Englishmen in it, whosa

Vessel had been lost near St. Helena; and who, after a fifteen-

days Voyage, without provision or water, reached this Shore in an

exhausted and dying state. They received immediate relief; but

bofore they were thoroughly recovered, they were marched to

Porto Seguro, and thrown into the same Dungeon I once occupied,

with the most unfeeling inhumanity, under pretence of its being

doubtful what Countrymen they were. One of them soon expired

under this additional calamity ; the other two, more hardy, bore

it for some weeks, when an order arrived from Bahia for their

immediate removal to that place.

The Gentleman could not give me the name either of the Men

or of the wrecked Vessel*; and I wondered so interesting and

recent a circumstance had never before been related to inc. . I had

my doubts, which I mentioned to a friendly Ecclesiastic (the Vicar

of Villa Verde), on his calling to bid me adieu, but he confirmed

the whole account.

22rf.—A Soldier brought us a bundle, containing four chemises

of Mrs. Lindley's, which had been taken out of our trunk, and

were sent her for the Voyage, without apology or explanation.

Some days since, when the Commission promised me the trunk, I

• I havp since taken great pains to ascertain this, but without effect, farther

than that one of the Survivors was Slate of the Vessel, and that they were bolk

»ent to Europe.
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urged, as a motive, my Wife's deficiency of linen, and they adopted

this happy and delicate expedient of supplying the want, instead of

keeping their word.

23t/.—The morning of departure anived; a message early

announced it, and caused a general bustle, in which I heartily

joined, at the prospect of a change. About ten o'clock, Senr.

Germane, a Clerk of the Commission, assembled the chief Pri

soners in the Council Hall, fivc-and-twenty in number; the

Lieutenant and Troops were formed in front of the Prison, where

we joined them, and were escorted to the house of the Minister

Claudio, who, with the Officers of the Country Militia, and prin

cipal Inhabitants, waited to form a Procession, and embark us.

The Minister and Militia Officers took the lead, in the midst of

whom the State Prisoners indiscriminately marched, followed by

the Clerks and other Officers of Justice, and after these followed

my Crew, loaded with baggage, under the eye of a file of Soldiers ;

the Prisoners from Carcvellos then came, guarded by another file,

while the rear was brought up by inferior Prisoners, other Troops,

and an immense Rabble.

Their sufferings however had not terminated : they anchored

on the 126th, after a fine run, in the Bay of All Saints ; and

about four o'clock on the 28th, a Serjeant, with a covered Barge,

came to conduct them to a second imprisonment in the Fort de

Mar, situated in the centre of the Bay.

Ilfs order was so precipitate, that he hardly gave us time to get

our few trifles into the Barge. During the Passage, he told us

that our situation would now be far more tolerable, not only as we

should enjoy the fin" air of such an open situation, but that Mrs.

Lindley, being no longer a Prisoner, would have opportunities of

going into the City whenever she chose. This pleasing face of

things raised our drooping spirits; we passed the Sea-port of the

Fort with alacrity, and walked to the Captain's house. We were

a little struck with the coldness with which he received us ; but

inconceivably more so, when he showed us the Dungeon of the

Fort, and ordered our baggage to be brought there. Seeing the

small rooms adjoining his House occupiad by Officers, and others

confined here, I thought it was perhaps a momentary arrangement,

and I suffered the Serjeant to depart under that idea; but our

baggage was no sooner deposited, than the Captain ordered us in,

and a Soldier awaited at the door with an immense key to lock it

Surprised at these appearances, I requested Mrs. Lindley might
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pas; to the Main, and remonstrate as early as pajsible respecting

such usage ; but the Captain replied, that she was likewise included

in his orders for strict confinement. My courage lor the moment

forsook me, and ray Wife felt the most agonizing distress. We

stood at the entrance of a dark vault, to which we could see no

end; and the idea that the doors were to be closed on us in such a

place, drowned my poor Wife in tears ; she suppurated a better fate,

but to no avail ; she begged the trivial favour of the door remain*

ing open for the evening ojily, and condescended to follow th«

Captain with this entreaty; but it was talking to the Wind.

During this scene I remained .silent, in a state of stupefaction;

gloomy images filled my mind, and I thought we were now doomed

to a miserable confinement, if not a w orse fate. I was aroused

from this stupor by the return Of the Captain, who, producing the

Governor's peremptory order, began harshly to insist on our

entrance. I entreated my Wife to exert some fortitude, and calm

her agitation, which by this time had arisen to so high a pitch,

that I could scarcely support her trembling frame down the steps,

which we had no sooner descended, than the door was closed upon

us, and the massy bolt turned.

My first endeavours were tp sooth and console my dear Partner

in affliction, and reconcile her as much as possible to our horrid

fate. In this I partly succeeded ; and the first emotions having

subsided, I left her to explore our new Prison. Through some

apertures in the door a glimmering light was admitted, by which

I saw that it consisted of a long arched vault, with a plank work

on one side for the repose of its Inhabitants, op which our baggage

was loosely thrown: I shuddered at its damp walls as I passed to

the further end, where the atmosphere was so dense and humid, I

could scarcely breathe, and I hastened to regain the better air near

the door. Notwithstanding the apparent harshness of the Captain,

of the Fort (Sen. Joaquin Joze Vclozc), I thought he appeared

concerned even at the moment that he turned a deaf ear to my

Wife; and this was confirmed by his presently returning, an4

advising me to write a recrementa to the Governor on our

miserable situation, offering me materials for doing it, and pro-

mising it should be forwarded in the morning. I took his advice:

I forcibly described, our Prison and its humidity; 1 complained of

being used as a Criminal or Murderer; I adverted to Mrs.

Lindley, and asked, why a. female was included in such severity I

obscrviBg, " that in this age of civilization it was contrary to tha

usage of »U Nations, and the Countrywomen of his Excellency'^
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in Europe would have met with far different treatment." Finally,

I requested a decent apartment, liberty of air and exercise, and the

attendance of my servant.

I accompanied this remonstrance with a corresponding 6ne to

the Commandant, Bras Cardozo, appealing to his feelings as a Man

and a Husband; and mentioning, that if such severity was used to

prevent my communicating with any one, I pledged my honour

strictly to avoid it. Alter finishing my letters, the near approach

•f night suggested the necessity of making our bed, and arranging

our few moveables in the best Way possible, which while we were

doing on the plank-work I have mentioned, we had the satisfac

tion of seeing a servant approach with a lamp, oil, and a large jar

of water j and the door was scarcely closed, before I was again

lummoncd to the grated hole by an Officer from the Governor,

■with money for my weekly allowance, at the rate of a crusado

each per day, and another entire new lamp, with cotton for sup

plying it. These new appearances again depressed me, and took

away the latent hope I had indulged from my written petitions.

Wight had now taken place, and by the lamp we discovered a

new source of annoyance, that chilled us to the very heart; several

centipedes were crawling on the walls, and a number of large spi

ders came out of their holes, that were apparently venomous,

while an immense quantity of brown locusts (the same as the com

mon ones In India, only larger) swarmed over the vault, lining

against us in every direction, and dropping from its roof on our

fcodies. The plank-work and bedding were covered, but we had

no remedy, and were fain to lie down in the midst of them. To

^sleep appeared impossible, and the more so from a number of rat*

that chased each other, and were very noisy, in seeming resentment

of our intrusion into their dismal abode: but in spite of all tLese

inconveniences, the care and trouble of the day bore me down J I

bent to my bitter destiny, and towards midnight closed my weary

eyelids. Mrs. L. was not so fortunate ; in half-slnmbers, weary

dozes, and frightful dreams, she patsed the night, and arose in a

slight fever.

Sept. 29—When I awoke, a few scattered Sun-beams entered

our grating. I roze in rather better spirits, but I found my breast

oppressed with breathing the foul air, and I felt a headache and

dizziness. After a slight refreshment, the rays of light becoming

stronger, I was tempted to a more accurate survey of the Dun

geon. It was far below the level of tho Fort; the door was com

posed of heavy timber, plated inside aud outside with iron bars



210 NATAL LlfEftATUR*.

strongly bolted through the whole ; and adjoining the door, the

wall in front of the arch was six feet in thickness. Entering the

door, three steps led to the vault, which was about fifty faet long,

nine Tiroad, and the same in height; the plank-work extended

thirty feet, a narrow passage running along one side to the end of

this work, where the vault was left to its full space for some yards,

terminating apparently in the centre of the Tower. Beyond its

termination was a dark arched recess, in which a large hole led to

the Sea beneath: a door closed the entrance to this recess; on

opening of which, such a variety of vermin appeared, that I soon

closed it again, in shuddering. The Dungeon was so damp in

every part, that we could already feel it on our clothes and

bedding. We certainly cannot exist long in this situation, and we

only look to a merciful Providence for relief.

The Serjeant who had carried my letters returned about eleven,

with information, that the Governor had sent my letter for trans

lation, but the Commandant Bras Cardozo was not at home. He

had scarcely finished his report, when wc were most agreeably

surprised by seeing the Commandant himself enter, with two

orderly Serjeants, and pass to Captain Velozo's house: he almost

instantly returned; when the door Hew open, and he led us out of

the horrid vault.

After going through a farce of justice, and a mock valuation

of the Cargo of his Brig, Mr. Lindley still continued a Pri

soner, with a partial liberty, until the 3d of December, though

his Crew were released, and turned adrift on the 15th of

November. His Papers, however, were detained long after»

wards. On the 1 8th of January, 1 803, he had the happiness

•f seeing the British Flag displayed in the Bay.

It was from a private India Ship; the Triton, Captain Anstiss.

I went on board, and was received in the most friendly way by

the Captain, who accommodated me with the news of the day,

which I have so long and ardently desired: I continued to a late

hour, enjoying this novel treat ; and feel myselfabsolutely revivified

by the long-lost indulgence of society.

Five Gentlemen of respectability, among wlfom were a Captain

and a Lieutenant of Infantry, also paid a friendly visit to Captain

Anstiss on Friday last ; which being reported to the Governor,

he instantly ordered their arrest and confinement. This measure

took place yesterday, together with the arrest also of the Lieu
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tenant of the Guard-boat on duty at the time of the visit. Positive

orders were likewise issued, that no Inhabitant should be admitted

on board, or Boats alongside, the Triton. In consequence, some

Ship Carpenters going on board this morning with a Pass from the

Intendant of Marine (or Port Admiral), were stop t by the Guard-

boat and compelled to return.

18.—I advised Captain Anstiss to make immediate application

to the Governor, and accompanied him in the character of Lin

guist. His Excellency received us with every mark of politeness,

and excused the severity by particular orders which he had from

his Court on that head ; referring us, respecting the Carpenters, to

the Intendant of Marine. We went to that Officer, who said that

common Carpenters were not sufficient to examine the Vessel's

damage, and there must be a survey of the Triton by the Officers

of the Dock-yard.

19.—These Officers accordingly attended in great form; and

reported that the Ship had sprung a leak in her bows, in a place so

concealed by timbers, that it was impossible to repair it without

unloading the Vessel.

20.—Captain Anstiss obtained his certificate of survey ; and was

directed by the Intendant to address the Governor (by petition)

for leave to unload, repair, and sell part of the Cargo to pay the

expenses.

21.—The good porter and cheese on board the Triton (articles

to which we have been so long strangers), tempted me to request of

the Governor permission to land a small quantity of each, not

wishing to infringe his strict regulations : but the matter was so

great an object to the Revenue and Government of Bahia, that my

request was refused.

In the evening walked with Captain Anstiss to visit the new

Prisoners mentioned in my Journal of the 17th, who are confined

In the Council-room of the Barracks. We found them very com

fortably accommodated, and surrounded with friends, consisting of

the gentcelest Inhabitants of the place ; among whom was a Priest

of the City, a Musical Composer, who sung his own strains to a

guitar, while wit, laughter, and wine, abounded: they made light

of their confinement; and the moments passed so agreeably, that I

left them with reluctance.

22.—Captain Anstiss received for answer to his petition of

20th, that he might unload under the immediate superintendance

and inspection of the Guard di Mar, and a Clerk of the Custom-

House: but the liberty of selling to liquidate kis expenses could

J»at>. e&vott. OoI.XlV. 1 1
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not be granted ; anew order having lately arrived from Lisbon,

that in these case* a sufficient quantity of goods must be taken from

the Vessel 01 Vessels, and sent- to Lisbon for sale; out of which

the original debt, freight to Europe, and expense of sales, are to

be deducted, and the overplus fif any) returned to the Owners in

London or elsewhere.

Such is the assistance which our failhjul Allies of Portugal give

to our Commerce; and such the Hospitality to be expected by

unfortunate Vessels in distress who seek their Shores, if unhappily

they have not letters of credit, which in this distant part of Ame

rica few are provided with.

Nat content with taking immense sums for Port-charges, and

having six Custom-House Officers constantly on board, besides

other impositions; they now have adopted this new mode of dis

tress, to injure the unhappy Stranger.

Captain Anstiss remonstrated against this answer in vain ; and

then requested that a Vessel might be sent to unload the Triton,

which the Intendant faithfully promised for the 24th.

"23.—A small Brig Whaler, the Vigilance, of Loudon, entered

the 18th for repairs. The Master, however, finding what kind of

■ place he was in, hurried his business, and in an incomplete state,

was ready for Sea this mowing, but unprepared to pay the charge

already incurred ; the Vessel was therefore detained, although he

wanted a trifle only of completing the sum. 1 had the pleasure

of seeing him out of their power before evening.

■24.—The Intendant made the most paltry excuse, on application

for the promised Vessel ; and finally said, none uas to be procured.

Captain Anstiss, much hurt, declared he could not submit to fur

ther delay ; but would take a few Workmen, and repair his Ship

in the best manner her present situation admitted; requesting a

Pass for the purpose, which the Intendant granted.

25.—The Boats with the Workmen arrived alongside the Tri

ton, having an lutendant's Pass, countersigned by the Governor,

which they produced to the Lieutenant of the Guard-boat, who

permitted them to go on board. They were, however, still pre

vented, by the Cuctoiu-Housc Officers, till they should obtain the

permission also of the Provedore of the Custom-IIouse. Captain

Anstiss was justly exasperated; being thus no forwarder, after

encountering immense difficulties, and continuing thirteen days,

than on his arrival. He came on Shore; and with 6ome further

trouble we obtained the leave of the Provedore, and the Carpen

ters began their work.
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I hare been tediously particular in daily detailing this affair, in

order to inform those who may touch at Brazil, what they may

expect, if not provided against such difficulties beforehand.

Wearied out, and alarmed by the news that War had recom

menced between England and France, Mr. Lindley was at

length induced to make his escape, which he effected at con

siderable risk and difficulty, on the 5th of August, 1803.

We are unable to make any further Extracts from this inte

resting aud curious Narrative, which abounds with anecdotes.

The description of the Provinces of Porto Seguro, (page 213),

and of Saint Salvadore, (page 233), will afford the Reader con

siderable information. The following very useful Table of

Latitudes and Longitudes of the Brazilian Ports, from the Line

to the River Plate, will prove of great service to Geography,

and give an additional value to Mr. Lindley's Publication.

XABLE OF LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE.

B. M. S. ». M. S.

City of Belim, on the river Grao Para, or Amazons. . , . 1 SO 0 S. 48 30 0

Point of Tegioca 0 27 0 . 48 8 0

Villa Cahetc 0 36 0 . 46 50 0

Isle of Sr. John Evangelist 1 17 0 . 44 14 0

Island Marauliao i 3a 0 . 43 40 0

Rio Parnaiba * 40 0 . 41 30 0

Siera 3 31 0 . 38 23 0

CapeSanRocquc 5 7 0 . 36 15 0

Rio Grande 5 17 0 . 36 5 0

Barni do Paraiba dc Nord 6 40 0 . 35 30 O

City Olinda 8 2 0 . 35 15 O

Recife, or port of Olinda and Pemambucco 8 14 0 . 35 15 0

Cape San Augustine 8 26 0 . 35 15 0

Port and villa Alagoas 9 55 0 . 36 41 0

Rio San Francisco do Nord 10 58 0 . 37 0 0

Bio Real , 11 38 0 . 37 10 3

Bahia, or San Salvadore 13 0 0 . 39 25 0

Worro de San Paul 13 30 0 . 39 65 0

Punta dos Castellianos 14 0 0 . 40 0 0

Os Ilheos, or the Isles 14 45 0 . 40 7 0

Porto Seguro 16 40 0 . 40 12 0

Rio Carevellos 18 0 0 . 40 82 0

Banks of the Abrolhos 18 0 0 . 38 50 0

Rio Doce 19 33 0 " . 40 26 0

Espirito Santo 20 13 0 . 40 30 0

Paraiba do Sul or Campos 21 37 0 . 40 33 0
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B. II. S. ». M4 «.

C»p« San Thotne 21 51 0 ; 40 49 0

Cape Frio 22 54 0 . 41 35 4r

Rio de Janeiro 22 M 10 . 42 39 45

Ilha Grande 23 22 0 . 43 30 0

Una de St. Sebastian 23 45 0 . 44 28 0

Santos , 24 0 0 . 45 16 0

I<;oape 24 34 0 . 46 0 f)

Cananea 24 58 0 . 47 T 0

Taparocra 26 44 0 . 47 39 0

Rio San Francisco de Sul 26 0 0 . 47 42 0

Enseadas do Garoupas 27 .10 0 . 47 47 0

Island Santa Catherina 27 40 oN Pt-47 36 0

S.I*.47 43 0

Rio do Lagoa or Grande 28 46 0 . 47 46 O

Ararangua 29 11 0 . 48 5 0

Immediate north point of river Plato or I'unta de Este ;

also entrance into Maldanado 34 57 SO . 54 43 30

Island of Lobos 35 1 01" I*-54 31 30

W.Pt.54 35 0

r- i-vn l I North Point 35 10 0Z.p--.55 40 45
English Bank j^ ^ 35 13 SOW 1*55 46 15

Montevideo 34 55 0 . 56 4 0

Buenos A\ res 34 37 0 . 58 13 0

South point of the river, or San Anthony 36 23 0 . 56 32 36

NAVAL AND MILITARY LITERATURE.

Principles and Practice of Naval and Military Courts Martial,

tilth an Appendix illustrative of the Subject. By Jon*

M'Arthur, Esq., late Secretary to Admiral Lord Viscount

Hood, Sec, officiating Judge Advocate at various Naval Courts

Martial during tlic American I far, and Author of 11 Financial

and Political Facts of the eighteenth and present Century."

The second Edition, on an entire nexo Plan, tcith considerable

Additions and Improvements. 2 vol. 8to. 1805.

THE professed object of this Publication, the Author informs us

in his Preface, is, to deliver in a clear and methodical man

ner the principles and practice of Naval and Military Courts

Martial ; and in the prosecution of this task he has sedulously

arranged, from the old and new materials in his possession, the two

Systems of Naval and Military Jurisprudence now offered to the

Public ; wherein it has been his endeavour to exhibit parallel

superstructures, in order that their discordance and analogy, tlto
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proportions of the one to the other, and their comparative merits

And defects, may be compared and ascertained.

The Author lias likewise in many instances illustrated the princi

ples and practice of Courts Martial, by the Common and Statute Lav

of England, as well as by the practice of Civil and Criminal CourU

of Judicature. He has enlarged considerably on the rules and

doctrine of Evidence, and ciud a Tariety of new cases on this

important Branch of Jurisprudence. In all doubtful case* the

best legal Authorities, and the Works of every Writer on Martial

or Military Law, have been scrupulously consulted, that the

inferences or conclusions might convey decision to the mind oftha

Reader. The Author has ventured to give no decided opinion

-himself, unless where it has been the result of much research, and

from a thorough conviction of ils being founded on incontrovertible

principles of law, and the immutable principles of justice, or sup

ported and confirmed by the authority of eminent Counsel. At

the same time he has anxiously studied to avoid leaving any topic

touched upon in a doubtful state, or his meaning subject to vague

definitions and constructions, from a want of cxplicitncss in his uiudti

of expression.

The professed objects Mr. M'Arthur had in view, are in this

performance most fully accomplished; and whatever relates to

Naval and Military Law has been explained and illustrated with

great ability and perspicuity.

The Work is comprised in two thick octavo Volumes ; each Volum*

contains six Chapters, with an Appendix of useful documents and

precedents, also the opinions of eminent Counsel, and of the Judge

Advocate General, on remarkable Cases in both Services ; to the

second Volume is added a chronological list of the principal Trials

by Naval Courts Martial since the year 1760; exhibiting a scale

of Military crimes and punishments, from which such Courts may

in future derive much assistance in proportioning punishments to

offences: and a most copious and well-digested general Index is

given to the whole Work.

In the first Chapter of Volume I, Mr. M'Arthur treats of Laws

in general ; and were it not for the sake of the methodical arraugc-

ment adopted by our Author in preparing his Headers for the

matter in his subsequent Chapters, and in illustrating hi* subject,

ire are of opinion that this Chapter might have been entirely,

omitted, although it contains many sensible observations.

In the second Chapter the Author treats of the origin of Courtt

Martial, and the authority by which they are constituted. Id
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Ifcis he fakes 3 retrospective glance of the early part of onr His-

lory, giving an account of tlic Court of Chivalry, and Marshal*

Court.—He enumerates the several Statutes kince the Restoration

relating to the Government of His Majesty's Ships, Vessels, and

Forces by Sea, and the authorities by which Naval Courts Martial

are instituted. He notices the circumstances which gave rise to

the first Mutiny Act in'thc early part of the Reign of W illiam and

Mary, (1689), and enumerates the several alterations and amend

ments that have been made from time to time to the Mutiny Act.

He takes a comparative view of the institutions regulating Coarts

Martial in both Services, and makes many judicious observations

thereon.

In the third Chapter our Author considers the fundamental

Laws by which Naval and Military Courts Martial are gorerned,

and has classed with great perspicuity the offences comprehended

in the Naval and Military Articles of War under the four follow

ing general heads, interspersed with many profound observa

tions.

1st. Those that are immediately against God and Religion:

2dlv, Snch as affect the executive power of the State, or infer a

criminal neglect of the established articles and rules of discipline of

His Majesty's Service: 3dly, Such as violate or transgress the

rights and duties which are owing to Individuals or fellow Sub

jects: and 4thly, Offences in themselves strictly Military, and

such as are peculiarly the object of Martial Law.

The fourth Chapter of this Volume relates to Naval and Military

Courts of Inquiry, as established by the usage of both Services;

and as they arc not, strictly speaking, sanctioned by Law, and

have been regarded by many Naval and Military Men as arbitrary,

and of ambiguous authority, he has urged strong reasoning to

obviate the animadversions that have heretofore been made to the

prejudice of Courts of this nature, and has clearly proved their

great utility to both Services. As it would exceed our prescribed

limits to give copious Extracts of t'le Author's observations on this

head, we must reluctantly content ourselves to give only the

following paragraph as a specimen, assuring our Readers that

they will be much gratified by an attentive perusal of the whole

Work.

" When we consider the King as the Supreme Magistrate of

the Kingdom, and vested with the executive power of the Law as

Generalissimo, or first in Military Command, and as having the

sole power of raising Fleets and Armies, he appears ex officio to
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possess an nndubitable authority to appoint Courts of Inquiry,

where it may be necessary to examine into the conduct of Indivi

duals, and ascertain what justifiable grounds there may be for

bringing Transgressors to trial by the formality of a Court Mar.

tiaL And it cannot escape (he Reader how close an analogy this

Court bears to the institution of our Grand Jury; and since it. is

established for the same purpose as this much applauded part of

our Constitution, it seems entitled to our warmest commen

dation."

In the fifth Chapter Mr. M'Artbur treats of Naval Courts

Martial, and of General Regimental Garrison and Detachment

Courts Martial as at present established iu both Services. In this.

Chapter he has introduced a variety of interesting Cases, and much

legal information.

In the sixth or last Chapter of this Volume he gives in detail the

duties of a Naval or Military Judge Advocate, or Deputy Judge

Advocate, as sanctioned and authorized by Act of Parliament, and

the general printed instructions, by the Mutiny Act and Military

Articles of War, and as confirmed by the opinions of Counsel at

different periods. These duties the Author has clearly explained

and satisfactorily demonstrated, inasmuch that any Civilian or

Officer could, on a reference to our Author's observations, and the

precedents illustrative of them, have no dilliculty La ofliciating as

Judge Advocate at either a Naval or Military Court Martial.

He has therefore in this very useful performance done a most

essential service to the Public, by removing difficulties which he

himself had experienced in practice; and has so fully explained

all doubtful or ambiguous points of Naval or Military Law,

that they may now be perfectly understood by the meanest

capacity.

Mr. M'Arthur in the second Volume of this Work more par

ticularly enters into a detail of the practice of Courts Martial ; the

first Volume relating more especially to the fundamental Laws and

principles of such Courts. In prosecuting this part of his under

taking, this Volume is also, like the first, divided into six Chap

ters, in which every necessary article of information is delivered in

a clear and comprehensive manner, " conveying decision to the

minds of his Readers : " and as he has in his Preface very justly

observed, " no topic touched upon has been left in a doubtful

state, or his meaning subject to vague definitions and constructions^

from a want of explicitness in his mode of expression." In the

Jirit Chapter of Volume II, our Author treats of charges or accu.
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sations ; t( the arrest of Offenders, and the form of procedure pre

paratory to Trial. In delivering his observations on the necessity

of attending to the proper forms, and the wording of letters of

accusation or charger, he concludes with the following sensible

remarks:—" We have instances daily of the technical forms of

Our Criminal Laws sheltering Delinquents from punishment, and

saving them from the penal consequences of their crimes. Thai

we perceive the ends of justice maybe sometimes partially defeated

by the forms of Law, when opposed to its substance; yet they are

so blended and interwoven with substantial justice itself, that forms

of Law cannot he violated without ultimately injuring and perhaps

destroying the whole texture of our Criminal Jurisprudence; and

although the Individual guilty may occasionally escape, yet, by a

rigid adherence to established forms, public happiness and security

arc effectually secured."

In the second Chapter, Vol. IT, the Author treats of the forms'

of procedure in assembling and constituting a Court Martial ;

arraignment of the Prisoner; pleas in bar of Trial; and compe

tency of Witnesses. In this Chapter, as well as the subsequent one,

he has introduced a fund of legal information, and a variety of

curious and interesting cases illustrative of his Subjects.

In the third Chapter of this Volume the Author enters into a

minntc detail of the rules and doctrine of evidence, and introduces

a variety of cases illustrative of this important Branch of Juris

prudence. This Chapter is the longest in the Book, containing no

Jess than 100 pages; and with due deference to the Author's mode

of arranging and dividing his Work, nc think, that from the

variety and extent of matter in this Chapter, it might with great

propriety have been made into two distinct Chapters : the one

Containing, in the order given, the several rules respecting the com

petency and credibility of Evidence; the oaths administered to

Witnesses of every Nation and Religion ; definitions of parole aud

written Evidence ; number of Witnesses necessary to convict ; the

several rules relating to verbal confessions, hearsay, similitude

of hand writing, written papers, positive and presumptive Evi

dence, &c. The other Division might ha\c comprehended our

Author's rules and observations on the admission of Jurors, Judges,

or Prosecutors on evidence; how the credit of Witnesses arc to be

impeached ; the rules relating to Counsel, Agents, or oLher Per»

sons interested with the secrets of a Prisoner; rules concerning

King's Evidence and Accomplices; the. rules of Prisoners on the

sjjcc Trial, if acquitted, being competent to give evidence In favour
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the other Prisoners, and the variety of Cases with which this

branch of his subject is interspersed.

In the fourth Chapter of Volume II he treats of judging of the

guilt of crimes in general, and of Principals and Accessories. In

the fifth Chapter he considers more particularly of the guilt of

Naval and Military crimes, and passing Sentence ; and in the last

Chapter of this Volume he treats of the remitting of punishment,

pardon, and execution. The Author introduces into these Chap

ters a concise classification of the Naval and Military Articles of

War, enumerating them under different heads, and contrasting

and comparing those that inflict the punishment of death without

any alternative, then those that adjudge either death or a discre

tionary punishment, and those that inflict the punishment of

cashiering, or dismissal from His Majesty's Service, &c.

The Author has, throughout the performance before us, not only

introduced much legal information, and enumerated a variety of

interesting Cases, but he has occasionally illustrated the subject he

treats of by curious facts and examples drawn from ancient and

modern History, thereby rendering it a most interesting and useful

performance to Naval and Military Men, as well as acceptable to

the Profession of the Law, and to many Individuals who may not

be connected with either the Naval, Military, or Law Professions.

(The following Articles Kere sent too late for insertion in their

proper pluce.)

TO the King's Most Excellent Majesty in Council, the

Humble Petition of .Abraham Garland, Lieutenant in

His Majesty's Navy.

SJHOWETH,

THAT your Petitioner regularly served his Time, and

passed his examination for a Lieutenant on the 6th of June, ISC/1,

and returned to His Majesty's Ship Penelope, Captain W. R.

Broughton, Senior Officer of His Majesty's Ships and Vessels off

Flushing, and continued as Master's Mate on board the said Ship

until the 3tst August, 1804, on which day he was appointed

acting Lieutenant (in the room of Lieutenant Henry Budd, sent to

Sick Quarters) on board His Majesty's Sloop Cruiser, Captain

John Hancock, by virtue of an order from Captain Broughton, of

that date.

X9at>. atjron. OoUXIV. x K
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That on the 24th of October, 1804, your Petitioner volunteered

his SerTices with a Party of Seamen and Marines, to recover His

Majesty's Gun-brig Conflict, then in the possession of the 'Enemy

on the Beach near the Town of Nieuport; in the prosecution of

which Service (under the directions of Captain Hancock) he had

the misfortune to lose his right Leg by a shell from the Enemies'

Batteries on Shore, and suffered Amputation above the Knee, on

board His Majesty's said Sloop Cruiser ; after which your

Petitioner was taken to the Royal Hospital at Heal, and was dis

charged from thence in January last.

That on the 12th of the last-mentioned month, the Lords Com.

missioners of the Admiralty were pleased (in consideration of his

Services and of his misfortune) to grant your Petitioner a Coin-

mission as a Lieutenant.

Your Petitioner most humbly begs leave to refer for his Charac

ter and general good conduct to the Letters written in his favour

to the Lords Commissioners' of the Admiralty by Captain Brough-

ton, and by Captain Hancock, previous to the misfortune of the

loss of his Leg : and also to the public Letter written by Captain

Hancock on the 24th of October, 1804, in which the Services of

your Petitioner on that occasion are fully detailed.

Your Petitioner therefore most humbly prays, that, under

the circumstances of his Case, he may have the same

Pension granted to him as it has been usual to grant to

Lieutenants who had their Commissions at the time they

met with similar accidents, and to commence from the time

of receiving his Wound, your Petitioner having been

appointed to act in a Vacancy, and in every respect

entitled to the Pay, Prize M°ncy> and all other Emoluments

derivable from the situation of a Lieutenant, and amenable

for all the consequences attached to that situation, the

same as if he had acted under a Commission.

And your Petitioner, as in duty bound, will evcrpray.

No. 6. Great East Cheap, ABRAHAM GARLAND.

Slrt Xarch, 1805.

>^>^>^»

SIR ROBERT CALDER.

(From tlie European MiOAZiNE/or August 1805.)

SOME imperfect and erroneous statements having lately appeared

in the public prints respecting the Family of Sir Robert Calder,

we offer our Readers the following account, which may be depended

•B, as drawn up from authentic sources.



NAVAL POETRY. 251

Robert Calder, of Asswanlie, in the County of Aberdeen, had,

besides his Son George, who succeeded to the Lands of Asswanlia

in 1625, another Son, James, who married Margaret Gordon.

Their Son, Thomas Calder, of Sheriff Miln, near Elgin, married

Magdalinc Sutherland, and had Issue by her, James, William, and

Harriet. James married Grizel, Daughter of Sir Robert lanes,

of Innes. In November 1686, James, at that time Laird of

Muirtoune, was created a Knight Baronet of the Kingdom of

Scotland. In 1711, his eldest Son, Sir Thomas, was married to

Christian, Daughter of Sir John Scott, of Ancrum. James, the

eldest Son by this Marriage of Sir Thomas Calder by Dame Chris

tian his Wife, wedded Alice, youngest Daughter and Coheiress of

Admiral Robert Hughes, and had Issue by her four Sons—Thomas,

who died in the East Indies ; Henry, whose only Son, a minor,

inherits the Title of Knight Baronet of the Kingdom of Scotland ;

James, who disd unmarried ; and Robert, who was in 1798 created

a Baronet of Great Britain, and now is Vice-Admiral of the Blue

Squadron of His Majesty's fleet.

ij5atial poctrp.

The Heart's remote recesses to explore,

And touch it's Springs, when Prose avail'd no more.

' FaLCOXF.I.

MONTALDO AND MARIA.

AN EPISODE.

C From Carey's " Reign of Fancy")

HTRIM was the Bark, and gaily mann'd, that bore

The young Montaldo from his native Shore,

By wayward destiny impell'd to rove,

Ear from the haunts of innocence and love,

And doom'd no more Maria's smiles to share,

A Father's love, a Father's tender care ;

By noontide visions fir'd, for bloody gain

To brave the billows of the foaming Main:

Yet oft would rush npon his yielding mind

The unstain'd pleasures that he left behind.

Oft as the Moon her mellow radiance threw,

Prone to the wat'ry waste they rose to view,

When all the Elements forgot to rave,

And holy Silence sl«pt upon the Wave ;
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When Tritons taught the love-lorn lyre to weep,

Borne on the beryl Coursers of the Deep-

Hark! from their sparry Groves and pearly Caves,

The Sea Nymphs come to charm the list'ning Waves :

O ! were Maria here to share their song J

Far sweeter were the music they prolong !

Yc who in coral Caves abide,

Ye who leave your bowers of spar

When the heaving Ocean Tide

Trembles to the evening Star :

Sea Nymphs! Sea Nymphs! come away,

To swell the merry roundelay.

Blue-cy'd Daughters of the wave,

Ve who in the briny streams

Love your floating limbs to lave,

When the pale moon sheds her beams j

Sea-green Sisters come away,

To swell the merry roundelay.

But who is she, to love-lorn grief resign'd,

With shadowy locks that wander on the wind,

Who bends her course along the shelving strand,

And marks each foamy Surge that rolls to Land ;

Lifts the imploring eye in pensive mood,

And sings her sorrows to the dashing Flood ?

Beloved ! why dost thou thy course delay,

Ye Winds, to waft a Lover on his way ?

Ye Nereid Nymphs, who soothe the Sailor's ear

With Sea-born harmony, your Songs forbear !

Roll on, ye Billows of the surgy Main,

And waft the Vessel o'er the liquid Plain.

Is it a Sail my straining eyes survey ?

Ah no ! 'twas but the Ocean's whitening spray.

That Bark, Maria, thou shalt hail no more !

Moxtaldo sleeps upon rich Afric's Shore! —

Thence, sauntering sad and slow, to moonlight Groves

And glimmering Shades, the lonely Mourner roves,

That oft the Song, the vow of truth,

Breath'd melting sweet in the fair morn of Youth ;

Where still, 'tis said, the fond Makia sees

Her Lover's Spirit gliding on the Breeze.

" Com'st thou, Montaldo, from the roaring Deep,

" But to behold thy lov'd Maria weep ?
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" I see thee riding on the passing Gale ;

" But, 0 Montaldo ! why art thou so pale ?

" Why are thy shadowy garments of the Flood ?

" "Why stain'd thy visionary form with blood ?

" I see thee borne along the twilight Grove,

"■But thou art sad and silent, O my Love!"

No misery mingles with the Lovers' tears

When conscious innocence the pang endears :

'Tis sweet to plant, where the belov'd repose,

The weeping Willow and ephemeral Rose ;

'Tis sweet to tread those Walks they lov'd to tread

There, while their breasts with mixt emotions swell.

The charms of those they lov'd on Earth so well

Assimilate with all they hear and see,

And banish every thought of misery ;

Dear in the pledge they gave when fore'd to part,

And dear their memory to the kindred heart.

BEN HAWSER.

BEN HAWSER lov'd fair Kate of Deal,

And woo'd her for his bonny Bride :

But ah! her Friends, with hearts like steel,

This much-wish'd happiness denied.

For they were proud, and Ben was poor,

Though none like him was e'er so true;

But all in vain, they dos'd the door,

Nor let him take a last adieu!

Ben droop'd and pin'd with sad despair,

For much he wish'd his Kate to sec ;

But to the Beach he did repair,

And brav'd once more the stormy Sea ;

And as the Vessel, from the Flood,

The less'ning Shore still kept in view ;

Upon the deck he ling'ring stood,

And sigh'd and said, ** Sweet Girl adieu !"

Ben plough'd the Deep for many a year,

And oft in Battles hot was he;

In danger still devoid of fear,

And to his Messmates kind and free :
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Returning home, the Foe drew nigh,

A fatal ball unerring flew ;

Ben fell, and hearing forth a sigh,

« 'Tis past," he said, " Sweet Girl adieu!"—;

The morning smil'd, the day was fair,

When Kate, who still did faithful prove,

Brcath'd on the Beach the vernal air,

Deep musing on her long-lost Love.

"When floating on the Wave she spied

A Corse—it was her Lover true!

Soon as she saw, she shrirk'd and cried,

" I come,—no more we'll bid adieu!"

NAVAL HISTORY OF THE PRESENT YEAR, 1803.

(August—September.)

RETROSPECTIVE AND MISCELLANEOUS.

"TTNCERTATNTY and Hesitation, on the most important National Subjects, ara

the prevailing features in the history of the preceding month. What everj

Nation wishes should be done, no one, except the young King Of Sweden, serins

to have sufficient decision to attempt.—In the mean time the wily Corsican lords

it widely, and warily ; and where he cannot effect his purpose by Threats, he

endeavours to irritate by Abuse. It has been asserted that the greater part of his

Invadiug Heroes has marched into the Interior : his situation certainly everyday

becomes more and more critical ; and his animosity against us is increased in

proportion. The Speech of the Dutch Pensionary leaves the important question

of Pr.ACE in that state of ambiguity whiah his Muter Buonaparte wishes: bul

we trust some decisive Stroke will ere long be made.

Two Expeditions, in which John BtUl so much delights, are again on foot

Lord Nelson and Sir Sidney Smith have both been closetted with Lord Mulgrave.

Lieutcnant-Geiural Sir John Moore has received the brevet Rank of General on

the Continent, and is expected to command the Troops now under Orders for

Foreign Service. The Guards, of whom about 4500 are under orders, will proba«

bly embark at Deal.

The List of Officers of the Navy, just published, enumerates 144 Admirals, 630

Post Captains, 433 Commanders, and 2493 Lieutenants.

The utmost activity prevails in ail our Ports for the equipment of every Vessel

(it for actual Service. A Naval Depot of Stores is to be formed at Gravesend;

whose object is,—that after Ships come out of Dock on the River, from either

Deptford, Woolwich, or elsewhere,- they may avail themselves of the first fait

Wind, and drop down, to Gravesend ; where every thing, which was left uufci
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fished, is to be completed ; and whence Ships of the largest size can put to Sea

with any Wind. To render this Plan as effectual as possible, a King's Dock-Yard

will he established at a place called the Creek, a little above Northrlcct. It ia

laid also, that the Thames, from Dcptford to the Mouth of the River, will in future

be an Admiral's Station.

A number of Shipwrights are employed in making the new additions to Sir Sid

ney Smitli's Gun-boats ; their masts will he much longer than those generally used,

and the bowsprit will be of considerable length.

By letters from Copenhagen, the Russian Fleet, consisting ef about SO largo

and small Ships, which is expected there, has appeared ott" the Coasts of the

Baltic. Some accounts speak of a Russian Expedition, under the conduct of

General Tolstoy.

It is the intention of Government to pay the Arlificers and Workmen belonging

to the Dock-Yards, at the commencement of next quarter, by the week ; leaving

only a small proportion of their wages iu arrear until the expiration of the quar

ter. This will be a considerable saving to the Workmen, who have always bueii

under the necessity of luring money by the quarter for subsistence, at a very high

rate of interest.

Amidst all these improvements, we sincerely lament that an addition is not made

to the Pay of our Naval Officers. The Half-pay of a Post Captain (and the fact is

notorious) will not allow him to support his station in life ; and if he is married, it

will barely supply his Family with necessaries I The Servants of a Minister,

when on Half-pay, are not so neglected.

Zxtract of a Letter from an Officer on board His Majesty's Ship SursnxKss, datei

TrincomaUc, the IQtk of January, 1E05.

" ON the 7th instant arose the greatest Storm of Wind that has been known

here. It began about half-past five in the evening, and before seven it blew a

Hurricane from the N.W., attended with heavy ram, and veered in half an hour

to the N.E., by which time we had parted all our cables, and His Majesty's Ship

Shecmess drove on Shore on the south-west end of York Island, when our

situation became very perilous, as the Ship laboured so violently, that until the

main-mast went by the board, and Lite mizen-mast cut away; it was impossible to

stand the deck. However, the top weight (occasioned by the masts, and the great

hold the Wind had upon them) being removed, the Ship became more steady,

but heeled greatly on the larboard side. In a very short space of time the water

in the holds rose above the orlop deck, and pumping proved ineffectual, as the

water gained upon us till it became equal with the surface of the Sea.

"Guns, as Signals of Distress, were lired through i he night, but no assistance

could possibly be obtained from the Shore; for the Captain, the Right Honourable

Lord George Stuart, who was there, with the First Lieutenant, Mr. Swan, and the

Master Attendant, used every possible exertion to get on board, as soon as it

began to blow, but the Boat swamped when near to the Ship, and a heavy Squall

drove them again on Shore, and it was with much difficulty their lives were pre

served. As an instance of the impossibility of any Boat gaining tho Ship, our

Launch was sent to their assistance, when she shared a similar fate, with the loss

of two of the Crew, who were unfortunately drowned.

" The distress occasioned in the Garrison, as well as every other part of Trin-

aomalee, made it necessary for every one to provide for bis own safety.
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" Hie following morning from the Wreck, every thing exhibited one Scene of

distress. Two other Vessels were on Shore, one of them irrecoverably lost, and

the other they have not yet beeu able to get off. Not a Barrack, House, or Tree,

escaped the ravages of the Storm, many were levelled to the ground, and the Hos

pital totally unroofed, which rendered the situation of the Sick truly deplorable,

one of whom was killed by the falling of part of the roof. There were also

another European and many Natives killed, principally from trees tailing upon

their Huts.

" It is to be dreaded that many of the Europeans may yet fall a sacrifice to the

severity of the weather from sickness, as it continued to blow hard the. succeeding

day and night, with very heavy rain, when many must have been exposed to it,

from their not having time to prepare themselves shelter. At present the weather

is very unsettled, and rains at intervals."

CEYLON GAZETTE, L» nits ay 16, 1805.

In addition to the damages sustained by the Shipping in the Roads of Columtx

in the late Gale of Wind, we are concerned to stale the loss of the Government

Brig Alexander, commanded by Captain Stcphany.—From the account given of

it by S. Fretes, a Mariner on board of that Vessel, and the only one that was

saved, it appears that the Alexander left Tutucoryn on Sunday the 6th inst., hound

to Columbo, with about 700 bags of rice for Government. They made this Inland

on the 7th, about nine, between Chilaw and Negumbo ; and Captain Stephany,

finding that he could not get into Columbo Roads before ni»ht, judged it pmdeut

to anchor at six o'clock in the evening in ten fathoms of water oil Chilaw, where

he intended to remain till daylight next morning.

At three in the morning of the 8th, Captain Stephany perceiving that the

anchors did not hold, cut his cables and stood to Sea ; at five o'clock several sue-

seeding Seas breaking over the Vessel, filled it with water ; and notwithstanding

every exertion to puinp the water out, she foundered at ten A.M., distance about

four miles from the Shore.

S. Fretes was saved on a grating of the Vessel, and cast on Shore in the Mouth

of Negumbo River ; he states having seen several attempting to save their lives on

casks and hencoops, but does not think that one of them succeeded in the attempt,

having seen Captain Stephany go down with a hencoop.

Lieutenant Anselin, of the Wirtemberg Regiment, and Inhabitant of Columbo,

who was the only Passenger on board the Alexander, shared the same fate

with the rest of the Ship's Company, and his body was thrown on Shore near

Colpetty.

BOMBAY COURIER, Januasy 19.

On Saturday evening the Hon. Company's Ship Sir Edward Hughes anchored

in the Harbour from Mangalore. By this opportunity the following Passengers

have arrived :—Lieutenant-Colonel H. Davis, His Majesty's 22 d Dragoons. The

Honourable Lieutenant Gordon, His Majesty's Navy ; Captain Christian, Mr.

Gowen, and Mr. Scott, Surgeon.

On Tuesday the 15th inst., the Ship Hope, Captain John Stewart, arrived

from Cochin, which place she left on the 28th ultimo. On her Passage up,

touched at Goa.

Yesterday anchored in the Harbour, under a Salute from the Battery, His

Majesty's Ship Terpsichore, Captain Bathurst ; together with his Prize, tha

Xluabeth, s valuable Dutch East Indiainan.
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On Wednesday nigtit last, a beautiful Frigate, naroH the Pitt, bein? the first

*ver built in India for His Majesty's Service, was launched from the Duck Yard.

Between 11 and IS o'clock, on the appointed S.gnal licm ; given, she moved

majestically into the water, amid the acclamation of a great concourse of Spec-

taters, and under a Salute from the Saluting Battery, from the stillness of the

night, and the Ship's being finely illuminated, the whole effect was uncommonly

grand.

It may be remarked as rather an amusing coincidence of circumstances, that

Captain Vashon and the whole Crew of the Fox Frigate, which is now repairing

is Dock, has been transferred to the new launched Frigate the Pitt.

Uttms on fecrticr,

Copied verbatim from the Losdou Gazette.

[Continued from page 160.]

AOM1RALTY-OFEICE, AUOUSt31, 1805.

Ccpy of a letter from the Hon. Admiral Comuallis, to William ilarsden, Esq., dated

on board His Majesty's Ship Vilk de Parti, off Uthant, the Hlh Instant.

sm,

T HAVE the honour to send to you, to be communicated to the Lords Commis-

sioners of the Admiralty, a copy of information received by the Dragon, which

Ship joined me yesterday.

I have particular pleasure in sending their Lordships that part of the account .in

which the gallant conduct of Captain Baker, of the Phosnix, is so conspicuous in

taking the Didon French Frigate ofsuperior toree, so much to his honour, and that

of his Officers and Men, who must have seconded him in the most spirited manner

upon that occasion. I have the honour to be, 6tc.

W. CORNWALLIS.

Dragon, of Ushant, Aug. 22, 1805.

Monday, August 13, Cape Ortegal hearing aboii E. 3. E. filtccn or sixteen

leagues, fell in with His Majesty's Ship Phomix, having .i disiuasttd French Fri
gate in tow, which she had captured on the 10th instant, in Lat. 4oQ 16' N., Long.

li° 14' W., after a severe Action of three hours.

The name of the French Frigate is the Didon, of forty-four Guns and three

hundred Men. She was detached from the Combined Squadrons a few hours after

their arrival at Corunna, and was cruising when the Phwuix tell in with her.'

EDW. GRIFFITHS.

SEPTEMBER 3. •

Copy of a Letterfrom the Him. Admiral Contrallis, to William yiarsden, Esq., dated

en board the Ville de Parti, off Ushant, 30lh ej August. 1805.

eta,

I have much satisfaction in sending the enclosed letter to me, from Captain

Barton, of the Goliath, to be laid bclorc the Lords Commissioners of the Admi

ralty, giving an account of his further success in the Capture of the French Na

tional Corvette therein mentioned. I have the honour to be, Sec.

VV. CORNWALLIS.

»IH, . His Majesty's Ship Goliath, Aug. 18, 1805.

I beg leave to acquaint you, for the information of my Lords Comnissioucrs of

the Admiralty, His Majesty's Ship under inv Command, standing in for Cape.

Prior, in the morning of the 10th instant three Sail appeared in chase efus; we,

tacked and stoud towards them, and.proved the Ships named in the margin of icj

letter dated the. lath.

/9at. Cfcitm. fflqr.XIV.
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I have the satisfaction to add, at eight P.M. we captured Is Torch* French

National Corvette of eighteen Guns, one hundred and ninety-six Men, comman

ded by Monsieur Dchen, having on board fifty-two of the late Blanche's Crew.

Had they not separated, and night coming on very fast, I am confident la Topaze

would have been in my possession also. I have the honour to be, o.c.

The Hon. Admiral Cormcallis, fc. R. BARTOX.

(EFTIMBF.R 7.

Copy of a Letterfrom Captain Baker, of His Majesty's Ship Phvnit, to IV. Hanitn,

Esq., dated Plymouth Sound, 3d September, 1805.

sin,

Herewith I have the honour to transmit you, for the information of my Lords

Commissioners of the Admiraliy, a copy ol my Letter to Admiral Cornwallis, ex

plaining the Capture of la Dulon French Frigate by His Majesty's Ship under my

Command, with a list ol the killed and wounded. I have the honour to be, Ace.

T. BAK.E11.

sir, Phirnix, at Sea, Av%vtt 13, 1805.

T cannot but exult in the honour of imparting to you the extreme good fortune

of His Majesty's Ship under ray Command on the 10th instant, Latitude 43* 16' N.,

Longitude Vi" 14' W., in the Capture of la Didon, a remarkable fine, and the

fastest sailing Frigate in the French Navy, of forty-four Guns, and three hundred

and thirty Men, which had sailed but a tew days from Corunna, and was upon a

secret Cruise. The Action commenced at a quarter past nine in the morning, (la

Didou having waited my approach to leeward,) and lasted three hours, never

without pistol shut ; during which all our ropes were cut to pieces, our maintop*

sad yard si ot away, and most of our masts and yards severely wounded. Th«

necessity tor our engaging to leeward, in order to prevent the possilMltty of th<

Enemy's escape, exposed us to several raking broadsides before it could be pru

dent to return the lire ; and the superiority of la Didon's sailing, added to the

adroit manoeuvres of Captaiu Milins, convinced me of the skill and gallantry t

should have to contend with, which has been fully evinced by the stubborn de»

fence ol his Ship until she became a perfect wreck, and Ins subsequent honourable

deportment. Owing to the lightness of the Wind, and la Didon's attempt to

board, brought our starboard quarter in contact with her larboard how, in which

position we remained full three quarters of an hour, subject to a galling lire of

musketry, that robbed me of such support of Officers and Men, as there could be

uo compensation lor but in complete Victory.

With sorrow I transmit you a list of the killed and wounded; and have the

honour to be, &c.

To the Hon. Admiral Cornwallis, £c T. BAKER.

A List of the Killed and Wounded on board the Phxnix and la Didon, en the 10.A of

August, 1805.

Phoenix.—12 killed, 28 wounded.—Total 40.

La Didon.—27 killed, 44 wounded.—Total 71.

Difference.—15 killed, 16 wounded.—Total 31.

Names of the Killed and Wounded on board the Vhanix,

Juflerf.—John Bounton, Lieutenant. George Donelan, Master's Mate. Jobs*

Fosters. Quarter-master. James Smith, Seaman. Benjamin Thomas, ditto.

.T*-'i:es\ Taylor, ditto. William Goddard, ditto. James Bell, ditto. Samuel

Stubbs, ditto. Edward Gadsby, ditto. George Chandler, ditto. Thomas Hill,

dil'o.
*.

Wmmdcd.—Henry Steele, Lieutenant of Marines, dangerously. Aaron Tozert

Midshipman, dangerously. Edward B. Curling, Midshipman, badly". James

Bir 1. Coxswain, slightly. George Gaward. Captain's Servant, slightly. John

M'Dnnal'i, Can'am's Steward, dangerously. Thomas Hall, Seaman, slightly.

Gco'ge Rerun, Sxilmakcr. dangerously. Bernard M'Carthy, Seaman, danger

ously, Patrick Edwards, Seaman, dangerously. John C, Hunger, Seaman, badly.
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Thomas M'Maken, Seaman, badly. John Binstead, Soaman, slightly. Edward

James, Private of Marines, dangerously. Joseph Robinson, Seaman, slightly.

William Henderson, ditto, slightly. John Agnew, ditto, slightly. Lewis Uur-

nctt, Serjeant of Marines, badly. Charles .Morgan, ditto, dangerously. Thomas

Masen, Private of Marines, slightly. Charles Hurley, ditto, dangerously. Alex

ander Bateruan, ditto, dangerously. Stephen Sprawles, ditto, dangerously.

Thomas Martin, ditto, dangerously. Wilhaiu Harbour, ditto, dangerously.

Thomas Davis, ditto, badly. Samuel Walker, ditto, badly. William Mills,

ditto, slightly.

WILLIAM WARDEN, Surgeon.

SErTEMBFtt 01.

Copy of a Letterfrom the lion. Admiral Cormrallis, to William Martden, Esq., dated

VilU de Paris, off Ushant, the 17th of September, 1805.

SIR,

I have th% honour to acquaint the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that

His Majesty's Ship Amazon has this moment rejoined ine ; and I enclose, for their

Lordships' information, a letter from Captain Parker, giving an account of his

having (alien in with and captured the Princijif dc la Paz Spanish Corvette Pri

vateer. I have the honour to be, ire.

fk W. CORNWALLIS.

His Majesty's Sliip Amazon, off Ushant,

SIR, 17 th September, 1805.

I beg to acquaint you, we fell in with the homeward bound Jamaica Fleet at

sunset, on the 31st of August, during a hard north-west Gale, enrhty leagues to

the westward of Scilly ; and having with some difficulty learnt from one of the

Convoy that several of the Fleet had separated, I judged it proper to continue on

the Station directed in your order, in hopes of collecting and affording pro.' crum

to the Stragglers : we have not met "any ; but I am happy to inform you, on the 12th

instant, in Latitude 49° 50" N., and Longitude 18* 30' W., His Majesty's Ship

under my Cora.nand captured the Priiici[n- de la Paz, a Spanish Corvette Priva

teer, carrying twenty-tour 9-pounders and four brass swivels, with one hundred

and sixty M<-n on board, principally French.

This Ship was fitted out at Vigo live weeks before, and had taken the Prince,

of Wales Packet from Lisbon, and the Lady Nelson letter of Marque from Vir

ginia hound to Glasgow. We found part of the Crew ot the latter Snip on board

the Privateer, and a considerable sum in specie.

I have much satisfaction in h*-r Capture, as she was completely stored for re

maining two months longer at Sea, and her Captain, Francois lie k, an experienced

Cruiser, who commanded the French Privateer le liiaave during the late War,

greatly to the annoyance of our Trade. I have the honour to be, &c.

The Hon. William CornwallU, £c. #c. $c. W. PARKER.

Copy of a Letterfrom Vice-Admiral Sir Andrew Mitchell, K.B., Commander in Chief

of His Majesty's Ships and Vessels at Halifax, to William Marsden, Ksq., dated at

Halijux, the 21st of August, 1805.

SIR,

I have the honour to enclose, for the information of the Lords Commissioners

of the Admiralty, three letters from Captain Berestord, of His Majesty's. Ship

Cambrian, stating the Capture of two of the Enemy's Privateers ; also the cutting

out of St. Mary's River a Ship, (trig, and a Spanish Schooner Privateer ; by which

their Lordships will observe with what coolness and bravery that Service was con

ducted under the direc'ion of Lieutenant George Pigot, and so ably supported by

Lieutenant Masterinau, of the Royal Marines. In short, the steady conduct of

both Petty Officers, Seamen, and Marines, was such, as merits my warmest thanks

and commendation ; and I beg leave most strongly to recommend them to their

Lordships' notice. I have the honour to be, 6ic. '

A. MITCHELL.
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His llajuty'i Ship Cambrian, in 1/it. 29°, Long. 62»,

III, June 13, 1805.

This day Lieutenant Pigot had the direction of the Cambrian's Boats. With

the Launch he most gallantly boarded the Spanish Privateer Schooner Maria, of

fourteen guns and sixty Men. Lieutennnl Crottoti, in the Barge, instantly fol

lowed him : the Vessel was carried, notwithstanding every resistance was made.

The other Boats did not get on board until she surrendered ; but no less merit is

due to the Officers and -Men, who all volunteered this Service. Lieutenant Pigot

tells me every one did his duty jnost cheerfully. Two excellent Meu were killed,

and two wounded. I have the honour to be, ice.

, To Sir Andrew Mitchell, K. B., «fc. £c. $c. J. P. BERESFORD.

sin, Hit Majesty's Ship Cambrian, at Sea, July 3, 1805.

After n chase of twenty-two hours, we have just captured the French Privateef

Schooler Mii'ilda. She inouuts twenty guns, nine-pounders, is two hundred tons,

and ninety-five Men ; had captured the English Letter o: Marque the Clyde,

bound to Liverpool. She surrendered in very shoal water; and, but for the ex

ertion of Lieut. 'limit Pigot, with one of the Boats, every soul in hex would have

been lost. lliavc the honour to be, 6lc.

To Sir A. Mitchell, K.li., £c. #c. J. P. BERESFORD.

am. Hit Majesty's Ship Cambrian, Juh/21, 1805.

I beg leave to present you with a recital of Lieutenant Pilot's Proceedings

from His Majesty's Ship under my Command, in a Schooner Privateer w e had taken

ob the 3d. He made the best of his way to the River St. Mary's, where we had

information of two Ships and a Schooner ; he got olf the Harbour on the 6th, and

on the rth he proceeded with the Schooner twelve miles up a narrow River, through

a continual fire of the Militia and Riflemen, until he got within shot of a Ship,

Brig, and Schooner, lashed in a line across the River ; he engaged them for an

hour ; the Schooner grounded ; he had recourse to his Boats; and, after an obsti

nate resistance, carried the Ship with her guns ; he obliged the Men to quit the

Brig and Schooner, took possession of all, then turned his lire on the Militia, about

a hundred in number and a field piece, whic h were completely routed. Lieuten

ant Pigot got two wounds in the head by musket balls, and one in the leg. Lieu

tenant Maslenuan of the Marines, who most ably seconded all Mr. Pigot's Views,

escaped unhurt, to the wonder of all ; for his clothes were shot through and

through. Mr. Lawbon, Master's Mate, wounded severely, as well as Mr. Mit

chell, Midshipman. Messrs. Gritfcnhoofc, Bolmau, and Williamson, behaved

well, as indeed did all on this occasion. Two were killed, and fourteen wounded.

This very gallant conduct was observed by some hundreds of Americans from the

opposite side of the River, who expressed their astonishment.

Mr. Pigot never quitted the deck for nearly three weeks, except to get his

wounds dressed, which inspired the rest ; the Wind was adverse for that time,

and the Enemy never attempted to attack him. I hope he may meet every reward

such conduct deserves ; he really is an active Oflicer, always ready.

The Ship proves to be the Golden Grove, and the Brig the Ceres, of London,

taken by the Schooner, a Spanish Privateer, of six guns and seventy Men, two

month* since.

The Enemy had armed the Ship with eight 6-poundcrs, six swivels, and fifty

Men : the Brig was defended with swivels and small arms. I am, 6cc.

To Sir A. Mitchell, K. B., df-c. £e. J. P. BERESFORD.

A List of the Killed and Wounded.

Killed.—David Mackintosh, Seaman; William Lewington, Marine.

Wounded.—Lieutenant Pie:oi ; Mr. Lanson, Master's Mate ; f Mr. Mitchell,

Midshipman, (your youngest Son) ; Robert Collins, William White, William Be-

thell, William M'Duwdl, Robert Watson, and William Davis, Seamen ; Serjeant

Watson ; Thomas Spencer, Robert Richardson, and Charles Lover, Privates of

Marines.

hilled on the Spanish Side.—Twenty-five Seamen, with five Americans,

Wounded on ditto.—Twenty-two Seamen.
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LPiomotiona anD appointments.

Major George Ball and Major Nayl r, of the Royal Marines, have been per

mitted by His Majesty to retire on full Pay.

Commodore Sir Samuel Hood, Bart., is appointed to be Colonel of tlie WooV

wich Division of Royal Murines; ('upturn J Harvey ■ to the Canada; Sir E,

Berry, to tlie Agamemnon ; Captain Y Harvey, to the Standard ; C.ptain Brace,

to the Virginic ; Captain Lavie. to the Iris.

The following Proniolions and Appointments have taken place in the Royal

Marine 1 orccs :—

Plymouth Division.—R. Williams, to be Lieutenant-Colonel, vice St'ickland,

promoted ; D. Monteith, and J. B. Savage, to be Majors, tice Dyer and Douglas,

promoted ; J. Williams, and S. Mallurk, to be Adjutants, vice Cicrrard and Smith,

promoted.

Portsmouth Diorsion.—T. Strickland, to be Second Colonel Commandant, rice

Fletcher, promo. cd , N. Moorsom, to be Lieutenant-Colonel, tice Williams, re

moved to Plymouth ; L. C. Mears, to be Major, vice MiiL r, promoted ; J. H.

Patten, and J. Shepherd, to be Adjutants, tice Wills and Mould, promoted ; M.

A. Gerrard, to be Quarter-Muster, tice Williamson, promoted.

Chatham Dilution.—D. Bullinghall, to be Lieutenant-Colonel, t'ice Bell, pro

moted ; J. Laiubrvcht, and J. James, to be Majors, tice Moorsom and Bailuig-

hall, promoted.

Woolwich Dicision.—J. Fletcher, to be Colonel-Commandant ; H. Bell, to be

Second Culonel-Co:nmand»nl ; G. Dyer, Sir J Douglas, km. , and J. Millir, to

be Licutenant-Coiuuels ; J. Cassell, J. Mackintosh, and O. E. Vimcorobe, to be

Majors; G. Varlo, to be Dcmity Pay-Mu.'cr; J. H. Bright, to be Bariack-

Master ; J. Anderson, to be Surgeon ; D. Greves, and T. A. Lascelles, to be Ad

jutants; J. S. Smith, to be Quarter-Master.

Sir John Warren is to hoist his Flag on board a fifty-gun Ship, and to com

mand a Squadron of FYigate-s on tlie Coast of Portugal. Captain Pufce is come

home from tlie East Indies in the C- mtnnml oi the Trident ; C plain Rainier suc

ceeded to the Command of the Carmine ; Captain Conn is appointed to the Royal

Sovt-reign, which is intended for Admin>l Collint!wood's Flag ; Lieutenant Liddlc,

to be Agent lor Prisoners of War aljainaica; Lieutenant J. M'Ar'.hur, to com

mand the Royal Oak Prison Ship at Portsmouth ; Lieutenant Miller, to be .Went

for Prisoners ol War at Portchester ; Sir Sidney Smith, to command the Squadron

oft' Boulogne ; Admiral B. Douglas, to be Port-Adiuiral at Yarmouth ; >ir. Gr en.

Mate of the Antelope Cutler, is appointed Captain of that Vessel, ri-e Cap.. Case,

who retires ; Captains La noert atul Johnston are promoted 10 Post Rank ; the

Hon. Lieutenant A. Cochrane is promoted to be a Commander, and appointed to

command the Victor; Lieut. Bell is made a Commander, and appointed to the

Arrogant ; Lieutenants II Christian and liatt are raised to the Rank of Com

manders; Lieutenant SymonJs, oi the Repulse, Rear-Admiral Sutton's Flag-

Ship, is appointed to the Command of the Nile Lugger, dic* Lieutenant Fennell,

deceased. Vicc-Adnnral S r J. T. Dnckwoith, K.B., is appointed Second in

Command of the Mediterranean Fleet.

BIRTHS.

August 20. At his House, Havant, Hants, the Lady of Captain Buttcrficld,

Boy a I Navy, of a Son.

At the Seat of Hear-Admiral Markbam, AJes, Sussex, the lion. Mrs. J. Mark-

bam, of a Son.

On the 5th Inst,, the Lady of Captain Schomberg, Royal Navy, of a

Daughter.

On the 17th Inst., at Edinburgh, the Lady of V.ce-Admiral Deans, of a

Daughter.

On the 20th Inst., at St. Alban's, the Lady of Captain William Brown, Royal

Jfavy, of a Daughter.



562 NATAL HISTOKT Of tVt PKESrVT TEAR, 1805.

On the 20th Inst., in Great Cumberland Place, the Lady of Admiral Sir Hyde

barker, of a Daughter.

MARRIAGES.

Lately, at Vienna, the Earl of Clauwilliam to Lady Shuldham, Relict of the

Lite Admiral Lord Shuldham.

On the 28lh of August, at St. Martin's Church in the Fields, Lieutenant Pat

terson, of the Royal .Marines, to Miss Raby, Daughter of Alexander Raby, Esq.,

of Cubham, Surrey.

On the 8th Inst., at Kincston, by the Rev. Mr. Buwll, Mr. A. C. Porster,

Midshipman of His Majesty's Ship Tribune, to Miss Jerfreys, of Portsea.

On Thursday, the 12th Ins'., Mr. Webb, late Master of His Majesty's Ship

Blanche, to Miss Ramvcll, of Portsea.

On the 7th Inst., Captain Pellowc, of the Royal Navy, to Miss Sparg, of

Pemvn.

On the 4th Inst., at Honiton, Mr. Gould, Attorney, to Miss Domett, Niece af

Admiral Domett.

On the 2d Inst., at Hastings, Captain Edwards, Royal Navy, to Miss Ann

Thotuas, Daughterof Rice Thomas, F.s ]. of Coedhelen, County of Carnarvon.

On the 14th of July, at the Island of Malta, Captain James Hdlyar, of His

Majesty's Ship Niger, to Miss Taylor, Daughter of N. Taylor, Esq., Storekeeper,

of the same place.

On the 12th Inst., at Croydon, Lieutenant Markctt, Royal Navy, to Miss

Mauley.

On the 23d Inst , at Fareham, Hants, Lieutenant-Colonel Mannorch, Inspecting

Field Olfixer of the Yeomanry and Volunteer Coips in the South West District,

to Miss Bruce, Sister to Captain Bruce of the Royal Navy.

OBITUARY.

At Elson, on the 2d Inst., Captain Sir Frederick Thcsiger, of the Royal Navy,

Agent for Prisoners of War at Portsmouth.

On the 2d Inst., at his House, London-street, Fitzroy-sqnare, Captain John

Slukcly Somerset, Royal Navy,

Lately, at Barbadocs, Lieutenant A. Biiller, of the Northumberland, Brother

to Captain E. Buller, of the Malta.

On the 4tli Inst , at Burford Bridge, Surrey, aged 18, Mist Margaret Fairfax,

Daughter of Rear-Admiral Sir William George Fairfax.

At Falmouth, the 3Ut August, Lieutenant G. Fennel, late Commander of the

Nile Lugger.

On t lie 3d Inst., suddenly, at Emsworth, Mrs. Lotherington, Wife of Captain

Lotlieringlon.

Lately, at Barnstaple, the Hon. Henry Tumour, Lieutenant in the Royal Navy,

and fifth bon oi the h.tc Earl of Winlerton, of Shillmglu Park.

On the 14th Inst., at Portsmouth, Miss Bayly, aged 21, only Daughter of Mr.

Bayly, ot th« Royal Academy in the Dock Yard.

Lately, at Hull, Lieutenant Thomas Lane, Royal Navy, late of the Charles

ariucd Ship.

In March last, at Calcutta, in the East Indies, Mr. John Barnes, Second Mate

of the iuttenliam East Lidiaman, aged 23 years.

On the 1st Inst, at Bodmin, Lieutenant Wills, Royal Navy.

Lately, at Bengal, Captain W. P. Cartwnght, ot the Marine Battalion, and his

Lady.

On the 12th Tnsf., at Richmond, Surrey, in the 43d year of his age, James

Thornton, Esq., formerly of the Royal Navy.
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LOST, DESTROYED, CAPTURED, AND RECAPTURED, &c

MARCH 1 TO 22, 1805.

j*pin Alert. ■■' . from Narur. to Softon, was left
* near Botun 14m lTecember.
The Saliarniry, Swair, from the Havana tod New pmvi-

'dence to Liverpool, wai w- reeked off Sheet Harbour, Nova
Scotia, end totally kit, with nine of (tie Crew, 00 the juth
January- Part of t >e Cirro Caved.
The General Anemia French Privateer, mounting

fourteen twelve-pounders and elf hty-feven Men on hoard,
was taken on tjth February in lat. 4). tonR. t,. by the
Topare Frigate. She tiad been out (even weeks, and made
no Pricei.
Tne Aurora, Bleer, fruol Lisbon to Cherbourg, If de

tained by the Carolina Privateer, of Whitehavcr-, ard tent
inco that Fort. The fame Fnvateer hat detained the
Honpendc, Ziemin, tVom Liiboo, and fent her into
Krafale.
The Britannia, Peters, from Waterfbri to Liverpool,

is Hranded near Mo'? head.
Ti c S'-aniCi Brig* aantiffima Trinidada, fiom f c Havana

60 Barcelona, and the M«ra.julier, , from Cuba to
Coronnn, put ntn Bermuda iztri January.
The Min, Hughes from Cork to P iudelphia, was de

terred on Brh January in lat. 37. Ji., Ions* 56., by the
Captain and Crew, who arrived at New York lit Feb. in
•be Guardian from 0 Win.
The Caorgf , Wj atr, from Briftol to London, hat been

,pak»*i and carried into Boulogne, where her Carto w at
daicharged, and fince retaken on her parage from thence
to Carsis, and c -rrie-i into Ihwcr acta February.

1'. e Ruth, v. -rdm, from Ne found lane, to Clyde, hav-
log kit her rudder, and makinc m»ch water, gave them-
firlvrt up on the 17th January torheBraave French priva
teer, in lat. 49. 3., and lone. 22. J.—On the 9th inft.
she M-a-i recaptured by the Jan.rin Priv. t*er of Guernfey,
Naftel, who remain-: d four day* by her, anu fucceeded to
fix 1 temporary rudder, and feat her for Guernfey, where
ehe arrived lift February.
A Letter firm Prnang, (Prince of Wales Ifland) dated

■ft September, Bate* as foifcwi —
M The Fleet it now failing out, and the Canton and the

Brunf» ick, which were late in coming In, art: ado weigh-
in f ; we found here the waimer CaAle, Bom -y Frigate,
and Lord Carttcrrair, the Company** Ships uf War."

** Pans, 14th February.—The Adolphe Fnvateer of
Boulogne ha', taker., and carried into that Port, an Eng-
liBi artip laden with flour, dye-wood, t o p ate*, lead, Sec.
The Thomas and Mary, with coals, it taken, a .d carried
isco Ihtrkirk.**

Advice -mm the Ifles of France, (via Ameri< a> :o the
lath November, flatc that a ftw days previous to that
dotre. Admiral LinntV Squadron arrived their with two
raluable ship' ; two of them, the Upton Cattle, and the
Queen Chariot' e, of Bombay, with Caitve- of f'ugar and
■ram i that they had aif taken one of the Company**
Chipi, but wijjch was dtfcovcrrd by the Englfh Cruifcrs
due In more, goto* into the Mauritius, and cut off by one
•r the Frigate*.
The Penman, Coffin, of New York, Nn Batavfa,

and the Euiaiwth, Smith, of an'1 frun Bavaria, were
taken previous to the joth OAc4wr, and lent into Co-
hwbfl.

The Elizabeth, Hmfley, armed to gu*s and se> Men,
failed from Liverpool for Africa on the 70th January, and
an the id February, In lat. 48. 14., lorg ti. li., fell in
with a large French Privateer, with the Swift of Norfolk
pointed en Ur fUrn, mounting twenty tvventy-tV ur-rounJ
ceironadrs on the main-deck, and light guuirn the quar
tet* deck, and tu l uf Men, which, after a ftvtre Act or,
the Ekaabeth fifrntited and beat off. The Kh-'aKU]
ttJ fix Men vr(.undcd and arm lulled, and U much da-
» fed.
The taiana, 0/ Jersey, bound to Vlrunia, ha- retimed

•o Jcrfex, having Captured a SpanMi g?>;p of 300 torn,
*T3Ba the Hivjna, «v,th fugar, eVe. j arln, in company
wjtii a M'trpoa PasraCCtT) captured « Stjp Of 400 tfln«,

from Vera Cru7, richty laden. The fcHBcr was ordere*
for nuernfry, and tne latrer for 1 1 erpeol.
The Fame, Bred, from Greenock to Trlnid d, wa*

driven on fho*e in the Clyde, and bilged 37th February.
Cirro landed, and it is eapcCted the Vclbl miU be
got off.
The Biig Peggy, of Boftnn, fuppofrd from CI' Ca'ahar

to Liverpool, wa* carried into TenaifTe by fome French
Sailors in November lair.
The Frien^tht", Featbc>itoo, from Dublin to London,

the Gkry, of txeter, G*trc , from Exmouth to Wal'.-s \
and a Vital trom M-bon, arc ta^en off the Land's Bod by
tt.c General Perigrtoii French Pn.ateer.
Th* Forrjnt, Rorcrr;, of Wort nyton, frnm Ireland,

fuunderel off t r: uribrighi kku February.
Tl,e Spanilh 5hip Prr - idence, of jlotons, from Monte-

veirlo to St. \nttcro, rltr. hide,, tjllow, co;ton, Arc., and
1400 dollar), hat been taken and carried into jeriey by
the Lottery Privateer of that Ifland.
Ti e Rc.-ulut French Privatt-er, of 1 1 guns and £4 Men,

from Guidaoupe, it taken by the Printed Charlotte Fri
gate, and arrived at Jamaica ot;> January.
The Ellz bcth, Scarlett, of and frnm Punter to London*

vrai captured 171b Mart1, ttnmi c, f-uth of the Pudreou
Light, b) rhe Aim French L' gg r Pritfateer, of 4 cunj
and as Men, and retake . by tl n e Bcrwkl: Smart , and
It anlved in the Aiver. T c Privateer had bc^n uut tea
rtayi thim Duokir., and taken five VetwU Ufide* the
UraheraV
The fttiby, M'/ntu.'h, bound to Portland ; and the J<+r,

William*, bound to Emr-to:i, both from Jamaica, are kA
on Fortune ID md, one of tt.C Bahama*.
The Saiiy, Hoi 1 (worth, from Jamaica to New York,

upfrt at ,-caon iQ Oit'b-.r. Crew fi»ed.
The Sdiouner Jcffsrfun, (hm St. Domingo to PtJlade!-

p> ia, was taken ajd December by a French Schooner Pri-
vateer, retaken the neat .'ay by the Brig Louifi, Captain
D»naldlb.i. The Luuift arrived at Jamaica jjth De
cember.
The Lucy Ann, Butkr, troen Baltimore to Curacoi,

ha* been t^ken, retaken, ai d carried tn Jamaica.
The Performance, — , from New York to Cu-

racoa, i, detained by the Fianchife Frights, and lent iutm
Jamaica.
The Sacra Fimtlia, ■ -■ , frem Vera Crux, with

fugar, logwood, and 149,000 dollar; and the Fartuna,
--, from Vera Cruz, with mahorany, lur.wol, aid

431,000 dolars, are taken by the Palias tYi^au ^ the fur-
mtr arrive.: at Plymouth the 7th March.
The Arr.o, Gr-ydtn, jot' Sunderland, U totally wrecked

rear Har?Iep'4d.
The Brig Dublin, - ■., from Leith for NcweaAle, ia

wrecked off Holy Iila*id.
"1 h^- Cup:d, - , --—, of Burlington, from Wales, »i:h

cask, ii aiu on thr Pan Sand, near Margate.
The Alexander, of and from Petersburg*! to

Bounkaux, is K<u on the Coaft of Huiland.
Tne Vrow Catharina, -— -— , from Antwerp to Eour-

deaua; and the friendCtip, Ertrich, from Rotterdam ty
B ordeaux, are dijauitd by the Rattler Si op, and lent
into Poitftnouth.
A Letter fitun Gucrnf*)', dated 6th March, Bate* that

three Spanifh ni7."\ have bcrji carried into St Ma-oet bp
fome'ot the ?.ixr.\y\ Prtvaieer*.
T.c fnncef, Chariot c, Logan, from Madras to the

Noiihrrn Port*, and "r m thence to return to Madraa, is
taktfn by Linuii' S^tudron, atid fent for .he Mauritius.
The Jamaica, Walker, tiom Jamaica to Loi.dor, w»*

1 ft r«ar AinblrtLur.- i*ih February. Crew CtveJ, and Pri-
fonen in Fnnce.
The fob.- in;; VrlTe!^ wtre detained, and lent into Ja»

maica pTCVkAis to the if* a jai.u.irj —
A >p?ni(h Lorvettr of 11 guns, ftcm Spain to the Ms*

vana, by the SuTveUUnte Frgaiej tie Sp^ntth Biig El
Dciiioo, tr„a> ta 1^. ro CirUka^caa, by tLc Diana Prig>T£|
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A Spanilh Ship from CarthJiF.cn' to
dollars by r.c pri ices, c ark>ne Friote i t e
— from San a Cru7. m Cu.acoa, by the
JTr.ii;c i the Bul-i varia, *, from New
Cu.acoa, by tlx *r..nc,.ift Frigve , t:.e Amen car
Ixoinmtati from Wilmington to Jamaica, by il
Brig,

ith 3^«'OC
Mar ntr,
Fraachift
Y- rk to

Frem F.-*rcb f(
Yoxley, o*

Antwerp Packet, o- den, from
•* Tit Brie. Vcnua, Yoi

!► Papvrr.
•, of NonNorth Yarmouth ; the

taken and carrl d into Calais.
** The FTiendftlp, reathci

don, taken by the General Pens on Priv teer, U carried
Into a Port near Breft.

** The Tva\ Privateer, from Vieo, has taken a Vefle!
im.'er Pmltii'i Colours, from Lo dou to Lisbon, with dry
ejeoda.

** The Spa ifb Ship D Carina,from Monteveido, Ukfn by
an Buglifh fri*a.-e, i* retaken by the Sorcicre Privateer
•if Si. M .Vws, and carried into NJinJen, at the entrance
aftt Lure, ain February."
The Freda and rrirndfetuft, of Lu'erk, Joel, from

Nentea to St- Anflero, 11 detained by Hit Nile Lugger,
and rent into Plymouth.
l%e T*i itonia, of Bayonie, Pjndt, from Bi,enne to

Lienor, it dataLicd by tlic N.uad Frlga^e, and tent into
11, mouth .

The Triton, Kuhl, a-.r* the I-'rienoftif, Hcnlun, have
hern cut our of Dun. ir~ K>>aJ» by t> e Cruifcr Brit, and
Itnt 'ndi V arm "i tli.
Thr Bu "I Anna, TkuKWi ; the Beifc juditte, and a

X>*niih %'t-ntl, n.ms unknown, from Let' orn to he Weft
finlles, are taktn by ■. Pnvatecr ae< r.L ,,.t, to Tor-

*.h» and carried into AMii.ua, nhtic tti-y lie Con-
denned,

"J he Slmtv Byramf;ore, ——, fro-1 Madtai to
Beg 1, wa» taken in *»pTcirV-t r i .': by a rTi.a.etr, but
given up. at the French ..ould nut mau fur, and aniied
at Rental
Th* Mi^ervj, . frrm Focltfort, for LHhon,

Is detained by v.; Naiad Vnaate, and tent in:o Ply
mouth.

The Stirling Caft'e, from Penpal 'o Colombo, it re-
ported to have been ; ken in t c Bay of Lentai in Sep
tember l it. ! y a Pr.Vjtc.-r.
T e C ovJidatc, Kelt, «>f Bumbay, frimJ'.-rtd in July in

• Gale near the &A r , ) Hi-ads.
T'-t Bi iunntit H ntnlbii, Country Ship, was loft in A'i-

g\.ft ofTS-iu^cr Sintl .
The Falcon, Furit, from NevfminifUjjJ to Opor'o, wa%

ctftui-'d off Vuoa about ti c middle of Yel-ruar; , hy the
na Spamfh ich&jn;r, w. icli i.itd rrevlojlly takt;i tht

Etnbd^n Packet from Londoo Ibr Litbw, *t:tl botti c*i-
ftcd into Vigo.
The Admiral Duncan, - , from Gaft'f-' j the Jtan't

Altftfia, t'-om rchuut ; an Anurtc^n tciwoncr [*:t:y
laacu with fujar ; ad a -p*r.(1i Fn'aeie, *-iu> tut'Cf, Here
wrec-e at N'apitk d'-hiig ^ «o»«. ' Gale on tnr .lit Ja-
ntury. Cre . anJ par; of rht Ca- t^es 1" vfd.
Ti c Princen Ro. aI, of and from Wor.,nstu. , ua^>'ft

hound t» Llverpoc)!) funk off the illc of .tian lot;. i:..tai.t.
Crew fitvv4>
The M.tria, Hewfon, frcm Qtief.cc to Ltrtwlm, wa* ta."-c

tttthin tfirt- fiiit- of Bcachy Head, anu earned lnu> Ca
lais the utb l> ccmbcr.
The Camlnha, — - ' ■ . , frctn Opor'.o to London, was

toTa1!/ w. Kfeed * -ar harmoiith, tit ary. Oi l I'uji*
dn;d pipes or" wine Tiirea,
The Ship Nancy, tVotn ti t i>ulf ; t e Bri, Crc. le, bound

to BuilbraA i the Fly, Company's Cm !i-r, ffoi.i uufTUrj!.;
ai>4 the s.tip hicwA iy, were ta^en i . "m Ouifof Ptrfia
in ^epteinrcr aiU i . cr !a». hy r<irru.iee Fr*i,c,-i
piiwrer, wnich n fuiwe taken ^) '. .. ToncorJ Frigate.

Trie -ucy Marts, Dawes froth F.-!^4l to Chra, har-
ht% a* nearly all her Crew b, fi>i :i >, *a-i obliged :u pj:
into A'" n>yiU| where iht wan uli^n ptjUcihon of acd leut
to ".at-ma.
T .c Fiora, of Ststrin, Ptotf, .^a to Hambro*, wi

tcifaBy I'jd $th in2an( on tbt if Helisola.»d. 0;.l

The Mary Ann, Mortiraore, from Liyerpool, larepcrten
Co be lolt on the Coaft of ,vfi*ca.
The Lark, ■, from Ncwfcuudland *o Po-.:=i, is

taken ana carried into fTine.
The Lady Jauo Dunaas wai in Deck at Bc:"C*j» having

fprui.Kalca*.
The ipanult Bri( Ai^alufia, , f. rn Montcveido

to c with hiLo, t*li.>~, cott-n, and sooo dolaia,
was a« . inth F**rru«>- hy the ..ocbuik, nrooke., i f
lopuoti, ana not into Falnvnt:..
Tue ipinifii Ship Priiatecr TfUcJ-tL?, of jo tunc and

170 Men, out ten na\s from St. AnaVero, wai caprarr#
nth ir.ftant in let. 4* N., kw|. 10. t\. w., by the Hitrj,
Muft rave, of Londo . afttr an AAkn of one haur and a
ha f, in which th tamer tad four Men toiler! end fas
ten wou'ideJ i t< c tatter, one killed and tctrr woandtd.
Tbt J..HO, ' aver, from Phjrmouth j the Gareehtip^eti,

Hartrnena, from varrnne< ;t'e Boop> Aneuareen ; the
Inoiftiy. Lobeck ; the C:eonora ChmriOtU, irons £0.1*
(haux, all bound hi Cmbder, -re detained, and fcet tec*
Yarmouth.
The Heroine, Dirmet, from Smyrna to London, wt»

take. tt.e ith oi Pchrvary by the Hone- fe French Frtprr,
an'i funk.—Ttc Jily VcBei of Fleet captured by :baz
Fntatd whuh put iaio Malaga 10th February -
The Karl of St. Vincent, teoaa Curk to Cibnhar, 1*

taken and carried into Atgefiraa.
The Intrepid 1 reach Piira c r lata takes and orriet

into A icact two EneUtn Xebec* of 6 (run* and 16 Mta
each.
Tht Lord Ne'fon Printeer, of Guerniey, bat cat three

spanilh Vtilcu out of the Grand Canaries j one of them
arrived at Penzance nth \ -.a.
The Thorn and S»Uy, Witn. from London to St. iff

chael'i, has bee .captured by le Titrc French PnvHcn,
(fince taken by the Fil^ard Fri&aic,) »ithm jo leaajue. wf
St. v.Ki aiVa.
The Ruby, Un 'cThin, from 1

in Brtftol Channel. Crrw fav*4.
The Stranger, Ric:.ardfon, irom Gainabro' to Whi^;,

is fhore near !■ Un.bio* Head, an'i it » feaied *>ui tie

Id*.
The Georre, Fr-rrefcr, froni London to lioeaJorc,

was t.ktu gth^February by fi.«r Spamfh Gun-boats, after
an £nte>C'incnt of two hour*, ai.d carrie>. into Ctuta.
Tbc Niw Kernfon, Barber, from Cork to Loadon, B

totally li«f im the Co-ii of France. The Cicw aat
ml .c Prilbner*.
The Woodland Cafile, —

is fuj'<no!ed to have put b^ck to Malta,
The P. a*us, Andcrfon, from Lunuon to Grenaca, pat

into Gibraltar .9th Dtcember, rtit'cijfied.
The Mary, Tate, trom London, and many other YrCd*

were diiven on furrr at Gibraltar ^oth January.
Tut Hj> Vrow Maria, Smk^., from LOiuhn to Prahdrs,

1^ tiken near the Ttxe' by the Courier Le tar ofMargie,
of London, and fcnt i..U> Yarmo-ath.
Toe Pofc, lirickioj, was loft m January near Padakai

phu. Crew £tved.
The F.I17J, Hon-cy, frorn Amflerdaxn, wai drirra ob

ihore i, car Ballimurc, in 'January, but eapecUd 3f ba
Rot o.f. .

'il' ■ Vana de Fijnjcira, -., from Fijaciri tB-Lt-

re: oul, is taken by .1 Pmateer, and carried im» WjP».
A spanilh Veffci from the Havana, laden wUh mm, fu-

-1, a'.1 cc*t."n, prize to f e M'-fpcnwne Fataa, a
■ r Oca at Ai'Oe'a T&.vn, r^ear v, Aurturd.

1 he Duncan, ct Aberdeen, and two VeSeV»ki*
(au l ti n-.i PonfmoiMi. under Convoy of th: .l^tJfct.r
FiiaatC, were lakT . , d Opaao Bar ad of Maut..
The H><pe. Mil. ^rd, fiotn Newt<rjnd!ai<d tu Oocrtr *,

ami the Sweaifh V M Apo'.orars, Peters, trot,. LuuunU
Oporto, Wirt tiken on" O^ouo J4 h peoruary by a law-
h.vt Prfvauer. Tl.c former ;* retaken by the Sjrcn,
u'<.:- e'> and arri.cd at Ofortoi ana the Lett: tcr.t nr
ViE .
Tl . indurtry, Saw><.r, from Manachufetts to JiaarJe*

ictt, Lpi..: a: sea. 7 . c Lrew taken upby the Ne* C«-
tury, from Bollon, arrived at Dublin on the jd mBar:.
Tue S. etfieid, S-jut..w od, f.um Louden to HuJ, FW

takrn :,th >'etu-r. near Cromer, by a Fanch l*f
err P, ...te-r, anj c.-rrit j into Gorec.
The in jo nt, of south buitL,'., in baUad, rroBi L»-

uoiif ii 0 icrudat aea.
The Hi hernia, F AireI, faded from Boftnn j6tb January

for Trini /d, an I wa- wrecked two days after.
The rVnny, wing, from :*ie Hies uf France to Tbil*

delphla, i< lotl on ths DrUware.
The Little Tom, Mai;rath, from New York, t*F^

at Madtha the ia of January. Anout a third of' 0*
.areol'acfiJ,
A P--11 41 arrived from the lilei of Franer, (ria Ab«>

.ua), which pine nelcrt ibe November, ftato ifc*
ti e Pri; ceii Clarions an.i another Company,» Sh-p*
(fuppoicd to be toe Prince cf Wales), were carhU Ut

Uiuc.
The AA-icUe, 'AMfon, from W fctteriavcn to Ccr-

the Wei indie.., *.t kA on Rocky Cote, near Cut*
hour.
The NS. del Peler, alias Fortur-a, from Ten a*>*

ii taker, by Kje PaUaa Ftiiate, and arrirtd »:

[To be continued.}







moCRAPmCAL MZXOIR OF

MAURICE SUCKLING, Esq.*

*' Mime Hoxocr kekps the weather of mt fati ;

Life KvrnY Man holds dear; but juv rratk Ma'n

Holds Honoi'k far siork pxeciovs diar than Lirr.M

Shaesitari.

A LTHOUGH it may, unfortunately, be considered Improper

by some, in the present state of modern opinion*, to attribute

beroism and nobleness of character as the sole and inseparable

appendages to illustrious Ancestry, and that the latter is the only

certain fountain from which the former can flow ; yet it is to bo

hoped, that the laudable superstition, if it be one, is not even

at the prescut moment so completely eradicated, as to deny the

lesser, and certainly modest point, that the example of the

Ancestor possesses no mean influence over the conduct of the

Descendant.

• Descended from the same .Stuck with the celebrated l'oet, Sir Johu Suckling,

Knight, who was born at Withani, in the County of Middlesex, in tlie year 1613,

aDdevenin his infancy gave the strongest proofs of his possessing those very elegant

talents for which he afterwards became so celebrated. He is said to have spoken

Latin at five years old, and to have written it at nine ; from this early foundation

he proceeded, in the course of his studies, to apply the use of words to the annul

ment of the arts and sciences, most of which he arrived to, in an eminent degree.

Those which he more particularly admired were Mmick and Poetry ; and though

he excelled in both, he professed neither, so as to mate them his business, hut

used tilt in rather as his mistresses, to soften the harshness ami dryness of his other

studies, just as his leisure or fancy un lined,liuu. His learning in other kinds was

polite and general ; and though the sprighthocss and vivacity of his temper would

not sutler him to be long intent upon one study, yet he had that which made

amends for it, in his strength of capacity and genius, which required Jess p&uis

and application in him, than it did in others, to make himself nuutfrr of it. Wlivn

he hud taken a survey of the most remarkable' tilings at home, he travelled to

digest and enlarge his notions, from a view of other countries; where he made a

collection of their virtues, without any tincture of their vices and lollies; ualv- that

some thought he had a little too much of the French air, which being not so

agreeable to the gravity and solidity lor winch bis Father was remarkable, or

indeed to the severity of the tunes he lived in, was imputed to him as a'iiiuir, and

J lie effect of his Travels. .But it was certainly rather natural, than acquired in

him; the easiness of ins carnage aud address being suitable to the opemusi of

his heart, and to the gaiety, wit, and callantry, w hich were so conspicuous in Inui ;

and he seems all along to have piqued himself upon nothing more than the cha

racter of a Courtier and a Fine Gentleman; which he so far attained, that he was

fSat. ©bron. Sol.XIV. m m



266 BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIR

It will not perhaps be thought impertinent in us to have

urged this point, when it is stated, thai Captain Suckling,

the Subject of the present Memoir, was the maternal L ncle of

the Lord Viscount Nelson, a name, which most indubitably

must ever stand revered by every lover of his native Country,

and by every honest Briton, till the record of great and glorious

deeds shall be no more. Without depreciating, as it certainly

would be the most infamous sin of ingratitude to attempt, the

merits of the noble Nephew, may we not venture so tar as to

claim no small portion of regard for the Tutor, the Instructor,

the Foster-parent, as he may without impropiiety be called, in

nautical pursuits, of a Man whose high deserts have not iu many

instances been equalled, and in none exceeded. Captain Suck

ling was the Descendant of a Family holding considerable

respectability, and boasting no small claim to antiquity, in the

allowed to have the peculiar happiness of making every thing he did, become

him.

He was not so devoted to the Muses, or to the softness and luxury of Courts,

as to be wholly a stranger to the Camp: in his Travels, he made a Campaign

under the Great Oustaviis Atylphus, where he was present at three Battles and

five Sieges, besides other Skirmishes between Parties; and from such a con

siderable scene of action, gained as much experience in a'X months, as otherwise

he might have done in as many years. After his return to his Country, lie raised

a Troop of Horse for the King's Service, entirely »t his own charge, and so richly

and completely mounted, that it stood him in twelve thousand pounds. Put his

endeavours did not meet with the success he promised himself, for His Majesty's

Service, which he laid very much to heart, and soon after this nusrarriase, was

seized with a fever, of which he died at twcnty-eif;lit years of age : in which

short space he had done enough to procure him the love and esteem of all the

politest Men who conversed with him; but as he had set out in the World with

all the advantages of birth, person, education, talents, and fortune, lie had raised

people's expectation of him to a very great height ; and if his character does not

appear enough distinguished in the history of those times, it can be ascribed to

nothing but the immaturity of his death, which did not allow him time for action.

His Poems are clear, sprightly, and natural ; his discourses full, a-'d convincing;

his Plays well humoured and taking; his Letters fragrant and sparkling: it wis

remarked too, that his thoughts were not so loose as Ins expressions, nor his life

so vain as his thoughts ; and at the same time an allowance was made for his

youth and sanguine complexion, which would easily have been rectified by a

little more time and experience. Of this we have instances in his occasional dis

course about Religion to Lord Dorset, to whom he had the honour to be related ;

and in his state of the posture of affairs in the State to Mr. Jermin, afterwards

Earl of St. Albans, in both which he has discovered that he could think as coollv,

and reason as justly, as Men of more years and less fire,



OF MAURICE SUCKLING, ESQ. 267

County of Norfolk ; he entered into the Navy at a very early

age, and after having obtained the Rank of Lieutenant, by Com

mission bearing date March the eighth, 1744-5, remained

without farther advancement for the space of ten years.

This circumstance, which, acting on a general principle, might

be considered as lessening the merit of an active and able

Officer, has, iu the present instance, the singular effect of

redounding most highly to his credit and honour. To establish

this fact, it is not necessary to do more, than resort to the date

of his Commission, as Lieutenant; wheu it would be found,

that the short continuance of die War, which existed not longer

than three years, from that time, might naturally be considered

as precluding an expectation of advancement, unless the regular

pretensions of the most strictly meritorious character were

assisted by the extraneous aid of Family consequence and

influence, or the fortuitous chance, which unhappily falls only to

the lot of a few, of signalizing themselves in diat subordinate

Station, to so eminent a degree, that the neglect of Promotion

should become the theme of public clamour.

At the conclusion of the Peace in 1743, Mr. Suckling was

obliged to be content with remaining unadvanced, till chance,

or the re-commencement of Hostilities, should again introduce

him to the remembrance of those who knew, and who would

gladly have rewarded his abilities, had not the claims of merit

far exceeded in number the power of official gratitude to remu

nerate. The restless spirit of France, however, reviving on the

instant she had acquired sufficient time to renovate her Marine,

nearly ruined in the course of the preceding War, and becoming

daily more suspicious and alarming, with respect to the continuance

of public tranquillity, Britain felt herself forcibly impelled to

the equipment of an Armament, sufficient to resist any insidious

Attack made by an artful and designing Foe, ever watchful to

seize the slightest opportunity of gratifying her propensity to

mischief, or advancing her own ambitious views.

Among die first Qfficers who were called forth in the Service

of their Country, on diis occasion, was Mr. Suckling, who wasj

appointed Captain of the Dreadnought, a fourth Rate, of 60

guns, by Commission bearing date December the td, 1755.
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Very Iktle appnehensiou being uiteilaitied of any mischief

that could be efteeted by (lie utmost efforts of the Enemy

against fivcat Britain herself, or airy of her European Depen

dencies, the eye of national jealousy uauiially became bent on

the distant Colonies in die East and West Indies, as well as in

North America: the Naval Force in those quarters was

accordingly strengthened in such degree, as seemed suflicieut to

avert any danger with which they could be threatened. Among

other Ships ordered to die West Indies, was the Dreadnought,

when; for some time no occasion presented itself, in which die

abilities or gallantry of Captain Suckling could be called forth

into Action: however, in the month of October, 17-57, he ex

perienced some amends for his former inactivity. The Dread

nought making one of a small Squadron of three Sail, con

sisting, in addition to herself, of die Augusta and Edinburgh,

the former of sixty, the latter of sixty-four guns, all placed

under the orders of Mr* Forrest *, Captain of the Augusta, as

• The first intelligence concerning this Gent lenunv it, that ia the year 1741

he served a> Lieutenant nf one of the Ships of War comprized in the Armament

under I lie orders of Mr. Vernon, employed in the successless Expedition against

Carlhagcna. He very eminently distinguished himself under the Captains Bos-

cawen, Watson, and Cotes, at the Attack of the Barradera Battery, having been

among the foremost who entered the Kucmies' Work at the heart of a Party of

Seamen. He does not, howtver, appear to have received that reward his intre

pidity may seem to have justly merited, for lie was not promoted to the Rank, of

Post Captain till the 9th of March 1745, at which time he was appointed to tlie.

Wager. In 1746 he was employed in the Ship on the Jamaica Station, where he

had the good fortune lo capture a very large Spanish Privateer, carrying 3<> gam,

and upwards of lJOO Men, which had done considerable mischief, in the windward

Passage, to the British Commerce, and had also a very short time before cap

tured the Blast Bomb-ketch. We find no mention made of him after this lime

till the beginning of the year 1755, when he was ap|Hiinted lo the Bye. He was

in a short time, promoted to the Augusta, and ordered to the West Indies where,

in the month of October 1757, Fortune favoured him with that memorable oppor

tunity of distinguishing himself, of which a particular accouut is given in the hie

of Captain Suckling. It is hardly sufficient to declare, that as the exertions of

Captain Forrest, with the Officers under him, have not only remained, even- to

the present day, unsurpassed, so have they, except iu very few instances only,

continued unrivalled.

Private information, which perhaps iu all matters of this sort is. uot at all

inferior to official, states that Captain Forrest perceiving the shattered condition

of all his Ships, (the masts, sails, boats anil rigging, being mostly useless.) thought

proper to withdraw, lest the loss of a lower mast should leave any of them at the

mercy of the Frigates. Never was a Ualtlc more furious in the beginning; in t»s
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senior Officer, with the nominal Rank of Commodore, being

ordered on a Cntise off Cape Francois, fell in widi the French

Squadron, consisting of seven Sail, four of which were of the

Line, one of 44 guns, and two Frigates, which quitted the'

security derived from the Batteries under which they lay, and

put to Sea in the presumptuous hope of annihilating Mr. Forrest

and his little Squadron, or at least of acquiring the honour of

driving him from the Coast.

The event, however, by no means answered what must

naturally be supjKwcd to have been the expectation of the

Enemy: the British Captains, nothing dismayed at the apparent

superiority of their Antagonists, prepared for Battle without a

moment's hesitation : the particulars of the Encounter are thus

officially related by Rear-Admiral Cotes, in his public Letter,

written in Port Royal Harbour on the 9th of November fol

lowing, and which is nearly an exact copy of Mr. Forrest's own

report to Mr. Cotes.

On the 25th of last month, Captain Forrest, in the Augusta,

with the Dreadnought and Edinburgh under his Command, returned

from the Cruise oif Cape Francois; on the 21st tbey fell in with

seven Ships of War; at seven in the morning the Dreadnought

oaitulcs there was not a rope or flail whole in either Ship : the Frcueli use a shot

winch the English neglect, called laugridgc, which is very destructive ill cutting

the rigging, 'the Augusta had nine -Men killed and thirty wounded.

This highly distinguishable display ui' gallantry and intrepidity was quickly

afterwards followed by a success no less brilliant and remarkable, equally

kouoiirnble to tiie Service and Ins Country, but happily much more advantageous

to himself; this was the Capture of the Mars, a French Frigate, of 32 guns, twelve*

nine, awl sii-pouuders, with her whole Convoy; le Theodore, of ?'J guns ; la

jMargarctla, of Mi guns; le St. 1'ierre, of 16 guns; le Snlidc, of 14 gum; la

Flore, of It gnus; le Aforricc lc Grand, oflllgiuis; le, liriUwut, nf 14 guns ; and

la Mourttc, a Bngantinc of 10 guns, bouuil from fort au Prince to Old France*

laden with sugar, indigo, codec, coUon, ic which cost ^. 170,000. The Mar»

•truck, upon receiving the lirst bruaJsi !c, and all the rest followed her example :

he returned to England not long afterwards, ami in I7i>0, being appointed to the

Centaur, was sent out to Jamaica, Commodore, and temporary Commander in

Chief on that Station. He sailed llroni England w ith a Convoy, of thirty-four

Ships, on the 16th of January, anil arrived at Port llojal on the 6ili of March-

He continued on the same .Station during l!ic remainder of tin- War, but without

meeting with any occurrence worthy particular notice. In 1709 lie was re

appointed to the same Command, with tin established Hunk ol Commodore J but

he did not long survive his arrival there, dung oil the Soili of May, 1770.
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made the Signal for seeing the Enemy's Fleet coming out of Cap*

Francois, and at noon discovered with certainty they were four

Ships of the Line, and three large Frigates. Captain Forrest then

made the Signal for the Captains, Suckling and Langdon*, who

agreed with him to engage them ; accordingly they all bore down ;

and about twenty minutes after three the Action bi'gan with ^reat

briskness on both sides. It continued for two hours and an half;

when the French Commodore making a Signal, one of the Frigates

immediately came to tow him out of the Line, and the rest of the

French Ships followed him. Our Ships had suffered so Inuch in

their masts, sails, and rigging, that they were in no condition to

pursue them. Jjoth Officers and Seamen behaved with the greatest

resolution the whole time of the Action, and were unhappy, at the

conclusion of it, that the Ships were not in a condition to follow

tho French, who had Frigates to tow them off. The French on

this occasion had put on board the Sceptre her full complement of

guns, either from the Shore, or out of the India Ship, and had also

mounted the Outarde Store-ship with her full proporlion of guns,

and had taken not only the Men out of the Merchant Ships, but

Soldiers from the Garrison, in hopes their appearance would

frighten our small Squadron, and oblige them to leave the Coast

clear for thera to carry out their large Convoy of Merchant Ships;

• This Gentleman was appointed a Lieutenant in 1743 ; but no subsequent

mention is made of him till his Promotion to the Rank of Post Captain ; his first

Commission bearing date June 5, 1?.">6, for the Edinburgh. He was not long

oftenvard^ ordered to the West Indies, where, in the ensuing ycur, he highly dis

tinguished himself, under the Command of Captain Forrest, in the Attack and

Discomfiture of the French S.[iiadro;i, otf Cape Fi anrois, the particulars of which

we given in the Life of Captain Suckling. Mr. Lan^rfon does not appear however

to have been fortunate enough to meet with any sc ond and equally consequential

opportunity o! distinguishing himself, for we find no further mention made of him

till the beginning of the year 17C1, when he was prumoted to the Ocean, a second

Rate, then just launched. In this Ship he continued to serve during 'he remain

der of the War, employed, we believe, entirely in the Channel Fleet, under Sir

Edward Hawke, and other Admirals who held that Command, which became

extremely uninteresting at that period, the French never venturing to send s

Fleet to Sea after the signal Defeat they sustained at the destruction of Conftau'i

Armament. He lived totally in retirement after the conclusion of the War; a

circumstance unhappily occasioned by infirmities and ill health. So highly were

his former merits and services esteemed, that when he became entitled, by

seniority, to his Flag, though so long absent from actual Service, he was not put on

the Superannuated List, but advanced to be Rear-Admiral of the While. Tbui

Promotion took place on the 26th of September, 1780; but be did not live long

enough to experience any farther addition to his Rank, dying on tUe 29th of

June, 1785, being then seventy-four years old.
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but our Captains were too gallant to be terrified at their formida

ble appearance. So far from avoiding; them, they bore down and

engaged them with the greatest resolution and good conduct; and

I have the pleasure to acquaint their Lordships, that the Captains,

Officers, Seamen, and Marines, have done their duty on this occav

tion much to their honour. I hope their good behaviour will be

approved by their Lordships.

In respect to Captain Suckling himself, the following par

ticulars are added, which peculiarly relate to him :—" The

Dreadnought getting on the Intrepid's bow, kept her helm hard

on starboard to rake her, or, if she proceeded, to fall on board

in the most advantageous situation ; but she chose to bear up,

and continued to do so during the Action till she became dis

abled. By Ihus bearing short on her own Ship, those astern

were thrown into disorder, from which they never recovered :

and when the Intrepide dropped, and was relieved by the Opi-

niatre, the Greenwich in confusion fell on board her, while the

Sceptre pressing on, the whole of the "Enemies' Ships were

furiously cannonaded by the Edinburgh and Augusta, especially

the Intrepide, which lay dismantled in a very shattered condition,

having a signal out for relief."*

It is asserted, and with truth, that when a Council of War

was held, the question was not, what superior Force the Enemy

had, or how unequal the Combat? the Commanding Officer

saying to the other two, " Gentlemen, you see the Foice of the

Enemy, is it your resolution to tight them or not?" Upon which

they both resolutely answered, " It is." Here, subjoins the

account, the Council of War ended, having lasted about half a

minute. The whole of this short relation is strict in point of

fact, but being a mere abridged memorandum of what actually

• The Force of the Enemy's Squadron, which hud been equipped lor (he

ipecial purpose of attacking Captain Suckling and his Companions (and which,

by the addition of extra Guns and Men, had been rendered as formidable as all

the means the condition and state of the French Arsenal at Cape Franrois allowed,

and the resources of t lie Foe, as lo the latter, admitted,) consisted of the Intrepid*

and Sceptre, of 74 guns each; I'Opiniatre, ol 61; l'Outanie, ol 44; the Greenwich,

of 30; and the Savage and Unicorn, ol 34 guns each. To incase the lisparity,

the Edinburgh and the Augusta were both extremely l'oul at the tune of Uja

Engagement.

4
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took place, we trust we shall stand excused for entering into ■

more enlarged detail of it.

As soon as the Enemy's Squadron was discovered to be in

motion, and the circumstance was communicated by signal lb

Mr. Forrest, as senior Officer, he instantly answered it by

another, requiring Captains Suckling and Langdon to come on

board him. The Boats of both Ships reached the Augusta

together, on opposite sides, so that the two Gentlemen arrived

on the gangway at tlte same instant. Captain Forrest was then

standing in the centre of the quarter-deck, near the barricade.

" There are those Fellows," said lie, " pretending to come out,

aud drive us off the Coast, what do you say; shall we meet

them, or not:" Langdon replied, " Yes." Captain Suckling,

" By all means." " Then go back to your Ships," rejoined

Captain Forrest, and clear for Action. They did so, and

actually returned w ithout cither of them having stepped from the

gangway to the quarter-deck of the Augusta.

A whimsical occurrence took place during the Action, which

w as related to the Author of this Memoir, a great many years

ago, by Captain Suckling himself. There w as on board a very

favourite monkey, which belonged to one of the Officers; by

some accident it got loose while they were " clearing Ship; the

instant it regained its freedom, it run up the mizen shrouds, and

having seated itself very composedly on the truck, continued

there quietly during the w hole of the Encounter ; as soor as it

ceased, the animal very deliberately returned unhurt to its former

place of abode.

To pretend any pre-eminent share of merit was attached to

the conduct of Mr. Suckling on this occasion, would be an

unjust depreciation of the characters of those who were .bis

Colleagues: indeed no instance ever did, or could occur, where

the exertions of all the persons concerned bore a more equal

relation to each other : in Jew words, they all seemed actuated

in ;in equal degree by the same impulse ; and their Enemies found,

to their cost, the energetic support each Man rendered hi*

Companion formed a sufficient barrier against that wonderful
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superiority, which Alen possessing weaker minds would have

considered it vain, or rash, to have contended against.

The number of persons killed and wounded on board the

Dreadnought, amounted to thirty-nine, which exceeded indeed,

but in the most trivial degree, the loss sustained on board the

other Ship9, and the equality of disasters evidently proves the

duly apportioned share which each Ship bore in the Contest.

The following historical account abounds with many interest

ing particulars not elsewhere to be found, and is therefore with

the greatest propriety introduced here.

" His Majesty's Squadron on the Jamaica Station was com

manded by Rear-Admiral Cotes, who having the best intelligence

of the Enemy's Force in those Seas, stationed his Ships so

judiciously, and pursued such measures for the protection of our

Trade, that, of the rich Fleet, consisting of one hundred and

fifty Sail of Merchantmen, which he sent to England under

convoy of the Lynn, and other Ships of War, not one fell into

the hands of the Enemy. He sent the Augusta, Edinburgh,

and Dreadnought, under the Command of Captain Forrest of

the former, to cruise oft' Cape Francois, where the Enemy were

assembling a Fleet for Europe : this Fleet was to be escorted

by a Squadron of War Ships, commanded by Monsieur de

Kersaint, who had arrived some little time before from the

Coast of Africa, where he had pillaged some defenceless places,

and made several valuable Captures. The Admiral hoped that

Captain Forrest's Force would be nearly equal to that of Mons.

de Kersaint ; but the French Commodore unexpectedly meeting

with a Reinforcement of Ships at Cape Francois, this, with the

assistance of the Garrison, and the Seamen belonging to the

Merchant Ships, now added to his Squadron, rendered hhn

greatly superior to the Force under the Command of Capt. For

rest. On the 21st of October, Mons. de Kersaint came out of

Cape Francois, and with his formidable Squadron was in hopes

of compelling Captain Forrest to quit his Station. At seven in th*

morning the Dreadnought made a Signal for seeing the Enemy ;

and by noon they could be plainly discovered from thequarter-deck.
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Captain Suckling led the Van, Captain Forrest was in the Centre,

and Captain Langdon in the Rear; the Action commenced

about twenty minutes after three o'clock, and continued with

great briskness for two hours and a half; when the French

Commodore made die Signal for one of his Frigates to come

and tow him out of the Liue. The rest of his Squadron soon

after followed his example.

" Never did Officers or Men behave better than ours. Their

good conduct was as conspicuous as their bravery. The Enemy,

on the contrary, did not avail themselves of their evident

superiority, and blundered very much. At the beginning of the

Action the Greenwich shooting up too near the Inticpide, they

had nearly fallen on board each other. This threw them into

confusion; which Captain Suckling observing, made all the

advantage he could of it. When the Intrepide fell astern

disabled, the Opiniatre shot up into her Station ; in doing of

which, the Greenwich, still in confusion, got on boai d of the

Sceptre. Unable to extricate themselves from their disagreeable

situation, the whole group were furiously cannonaded by the

Augusta and Edinburgh ; which last fairly drove the Sceptre out

of the Line.

" Our Ships had received so much damnge in their rigging, that

they were in no condition to pursue the Enemy. The Augusta

had nine Men killed, among whom was the First Lieutenant;

and twenty-nine Men wounded, twelve of them dangerously;

with masts, yards, sails, boats, and rigging very much damaged.

The Dreadnought had nine Men killed, and thirty wounded,

twenty very dangerously ; lost her mizen-top-mast in the Action,

and the mizen-yard shot down ; also the main-top-mast and top

soon after the Action was over; every mast, vard, sail, rope, and

boat unserviceable, except the fore-top-mast, and top-sail-yard;

with many shot in her hull. The Edinburgh suffered least; she

had only five Men killed, and thirty wounded ; but her mast?,

sails, and rigging, were much damaged, and some shot in her hull.

" NoWar has produced a braver Action, nor a Victory gained

•vcr such decided superiority. The French on this occasion
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tiad put on board the Sceptre her full complement of guns,

cither from the Shore, or out of an India Ship they had at the

Cape. They had also mounted the Outarde Store-ship with

as many guns as she had ports : and had not only taken Men

from the Merchant Ships, but Soldiers from the Garrison.

Their loss of Men was prodigious, there being between five and

six hundred killed and wounded. The Intrepide had her mizen-

mast and maiu-top-mast much wounded, was thrice set on fire

by her own powder, and the rigging and sails were so much

damaged, that the Ship would not work. The Sceptre was so

much disabled by the Edinburgh, as to be obliged to quit the

Line before the Action was over. The Opiniatre was dis

masted, and otherwise greatly injured in her hull. The Green

wich had her masts, yards, and rigging greatly damaged, and

thirty shot between Wind and Water.

" Captain Forrest with his Ships was obliged to bear up for

Jamaica, in order to get his damages repaired : and as soon as

M. de Kersaint could get his Squadron ready, he sailed for

Europe with his Convoy. On approaching the Coast of France

they met a severe Storm, in which the Opiniatre, Greenwich,

and Outarde, parting from their anchors in Conquet Road,

drove ashore and were wrecked."

Captain Suckling continued to command the Dreadnought

during a considerable part of the remainder of the then existing

War; but was not fortunate enough to meet with any second

opportunity of distinguishing himself in a manner equally glo

rious to what he had done on the occasion just related. Having

however returned to Europe in the year \~6\, and the Dread

nought needing considerable Repairs, Mr. Suckling was ap

pointed to the Lancaster, of 66 guns*, one of the Ships employed

progressively under, the Commands of Sir Edward Hawke and

Sir Charles Hardy, in cruising in the Channel. But owing to

the very severe chastisement the French had received from Sir

Edward Hawke in the Encounter off Belleisle in 17o9, they

never ventured ; and in so reduced a state indeed was their Navy,

* A class of Ships since grown into disuse.
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that they never were able, even if such had been their wish, to

send forth any Armament into the European Seas, capable of

contending with the Fleet of Britain ; so that this period also of

Mr. Suckling's Naval Life passed on as uninterestingly as-had the

latter part of his service on board the Dreadnought. On the

19th of June, 1764, he married the Honourable Mary Walpole,

Sister to the hite Lord, and eldest Daughter to Horatio *, first

Lord Walpole, by Mary, Daughter to Peter Lombard, Esq,

After the conclusion of the War, Captain Suckling took upon

him 110 subsequent Naval Command till the year 1770, wheu he

hoisted his Pendant on board the Raisouablc, of 64 guns, om

of the Ships put into Commission on the apprehension of a Rup

ture with Spain, on account of the very extraordinary conduct 0/

that Court relative to the Falkland Islands f. 'Hie dispute

* Horatio Walpole <a boru in 167B, be was created Baron Walpole, of Wol-

tcrtou, in 17.')6, and died ill the enduing year. Horatio was the second Sou of

Robert, Father to that well-known Character, Sir Robert Walpole, afterward*

created Earl of Orford, Prime Miuiiter during a considerable part of the RcigD

of King George the Second. He married July 21, 1720, Mary Mpgdalcn,

Daughter of Peter Lombard, Esq., by »lioui (who died March 9, 178J, be liad

Horatio, the lale Lord—Thomas (who died March 1803) having married Norem«

bur 14, 1750, Elizabeth, eldest Daughter of Sir Joshua Vannecb, Bart, Father

of Lord Huntingfield (which Lady died June 9, 17<)0% had, 1st, Thomas, horn

May 23, 1755; 2d, Catharine Mary, born July 8, 17.56 ; 3d, Lambert Theodore,

bora Dec. 28, 1757, married April 11, 1788, Margaret, .Sister to, the present

Edward Clivc, Earl of Powis, and was killed in Ireland, in an Action against ths

Rebels, June 1798, having had Issue by his Wife, two Daughters, Frances Mar-

garetta, and Charlotte Louisa; 4th, Elizabeth, born March 8, 1769; Riclian)>

a Banker in London, married Margaret, third Daughter of Sir Joshua Yannecb,

Bart., and died August 18, 1798, and by her had, 1st, Mary Racliaul, bom July

16, 1760, married Dec. 30, 1797, the Rev. Asbton Vade, and has Issue, Caroline

and a Son ; 2d, Richard, born June 15, 1762, married Jan. 23, 1792, Elizabetk,

Daughter of the late Sir Benjamin Hammer, Knight, and Alderman of London;

and 3d, Caroline, born July 23, 1765, married May 11, 1787, the Hon. Georga

Neville, Broihor to Henry, second Earl of Abergavenny, and has Issue, George;

Robert, a Clerk of the Privy Council, married, May 1780, Diana Gro»ett (»ho

died July 24, 1784), leaving Issue two Sons, Robert and George. He married,

sccoadly, May 10, 1785, Sophia, Daughter of Richard Stert, Esq., and has Issue,

Richard, Henry, William, Edward, Francis, Arthur, John, and Horatio; Mary,

married to Maurice Suckling, Esq., who died June 5, 176*.

t These Islands were probably seen by Magellan, Sharpe, and Drake ; never

theless Davies is supposed to have been the first that discovered them in Ib'H. la

the year 1594 they were visited by Sir Richard Hawkins, who saw some tins,

and supposed them to have been inhabited. They were called by him Hawkins"

Alaidea Laud. The -name of Falkland is said to have been given to them by Col*
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being amicably terminated, the Raisonable was put out of Com

mission, and Captain Suckling was, in the month of May 177 1»

appointed to command the Triumph, of 74 guns, one of the

Guard-ships stationed, according to the custom of the Peace

Establishment, in the River Medway. In this Ship he remained

during the usual allotted period of three years, and his appoint

ment has since become particularly interesting to the Country, from

its having been the *ra when the first rudiments of Maritime

knowledge were implanted in that great and ever to be honoured

Strong, in 16:59. Roggewin, who passed by the East Coast in the year 1721,

called them South Belgia ; they hare likewise been called New Islands of St.

Lewis, and Myllouines, but the name of Falkland has generally prevailed.

Thty consist of two large Islands, with a great number of smaller surrounding

them, and are situated in the Southern Atlantic Ocean, to the eastward of the

Straits of Magellan. In the year 1764, Commodore Byron was dispatcher! by the

British Court to take possession of these Islands, and settle a Colony at a place

which he called Port Egmont. They were at first represented as a valuable

acquisition, but were ceded to Spain in the year 1774. Indeed these Islands do

not seem likely to have been any advantage to Great Britain, as we learn from the

observations of Captain M'Bride, who says, " We found a mass of Islands and

broken Lands, of which the soil was nothing but a bog, with no better prospect

than that of barren Mountains, beaten by Storms almost perpetual. Yet this it

Summer, and if the Winds of Winter hold their natural proportion, those who lie

but two cables length from the Shore must pass weeks without having any cor#-

tuunication with it." Besides the names above mentioned, they have also been

called Pepy's Islands, mid Scbald de Wert's Islands. Loug. 56" 30', to 6'i° 1<»

W„ Greenwich ; lat. 51* ff, to 52° 3tf S.

' The Author of the History of England, in a series of Letters from a Nobleman

to his Son, generally, though erroneously attributed to Lord Lyttlcton, gives the

following concise account of the transaction:—M In the course of the Summer the

Spaniards sent out some Ships and seized upon Falkland's Islands, when; the

English had lately made a Settlement, and erected a Fort ; and this violation of

Peace lad nearly involved us in a War with that Nation. A Negotiation,

llowever, took place, and the Spaniards restored the Islands. It was privately

stipulated that they should be afterwards evacuated by Great Britain, and

since that time no settlement has been made upon them. The pens of the

Political Writers were employed to magnify or diminish the consequence of

these Islands, according as they were engaged for or against the Ministry.

Junius, a popular and elegant Writer, whose real name has never yet been dis

covered, was at this time a formidable Opponent to Administration; and Dr.

Samuel Johnson, whose moral and critical writings are above all praise, ranged

himself on their side. On the whole, if the affront to the Nation be overlooked,

it does not appear that the possession, of these Islands was worth coutendiug
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Character, the present Lord Viscount Nelson*, who is Nephew

to this Gentleman. The foregoing was the last Command he

ever held as a Naval Officer ; for very shortly after he quitted

the Triumph, he was appointed Comptroller of the Navy, a»

Successor to Sir Hugh Palliser, who was about the same time

appointed a Flag Officer. On this event taking place, Captain

Suckling was chosen Representative in Parliament for the

Borough of Portsmouth, but did not long enjoy these honours,

having, though in the very prime of life, fallen a Victim to sud

den disease in the mouth of July 1773.

HERALDIC PARTICULARS.

Suckling, of Wodton, or Wooton, in Norfolk, is a very ancient

Family, whose pedigree is carried on in the visitations of thaf

Country from a high date to 1061, when Robert Suckling, of

Wodton, some time High Sherilf of Norfolk, certified the last

entry of it, and had then living Robert hb Son and Heir, twenty-

one years old, two other Sons, Charles and Philip, and three

Daughters. Sir John Suckling, who died in 1627, Comptroller

of the Household, and a Privy Counsellor to James the 1st and

Charles the 1st, and Father to Sir John Suckling, so well known

to the World for his Poetical talents, was a younger Son of Robert

Ruckling, of this House. There is a small chasm, for want of

modern entry of pedigree, in the descent of this Family, down to

the present day; but certain it is, that the Ancestor of Lord Vis

count Nelson was of the Wodton Line, and he was most probably

a Son to one of the Sons of that Robert, who is mentioned above

as having been living in 1661. The connexion of Lord Nelson

with the Sucklings is this :—Edmund Nclsou, Clerk, M. A., for

merly of Cains College, Cambridge, who died at Bath, April 26,

1802, married Catherine, Daughter of Maurice Suckling, D-D.,

Prebendary of Westminster, by his Wife Anne, who was Daugh

ter of Sir Charles Turner, of Warham,. in Norfolk, Knight and

Bart., by Mary, Sister of Robert Hurley, Earl of Oxford.

The Arms of Suckling are, per pale azure, and Gules, three

Stags trippant or, the Crest, a Roebuck currant, or, bearing in

the mouth a branch of honey-suckle proper.

• Yidt Naval Chbonicli, Vol. Ill, page 158, ft seq.
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NANTES IN OURGITE VASTO.

ANECDOTES OF CAPTAIN ELPHIXSTONE, OP THE KtSSIAN KAVY.

(From Card's " Northern Summer.")

A FTER the Battle between the Russian and Swedish Fleets off

Cronstadt, in May 1780, Captain Elphinstone, then a very

young Lieutenant, was dispatched by his Uncle, Admiral Creuse,

to Catherine, who was at that time at the Palace of Zarsko Zelo,

■with an account of the successful manoeuvres of her Fleet. For

four days and nights preceding, the Empress had taken no rest,

and but little refreshment, the greater part of which time she had

passed upon the beautiful Terrace near the Baths of Porphyry ;

listening, with the greatest anxiety, to the distant thunder of the

" cannon, which was so tremendous, that several windows in

Petersburg were broken by its concussion. It is said that, anti

cipating the last disaster, her horses and carriages were ready to

convey her to Moscow. Young Elphinstone arrived at the Palace

late at night, in his fighting clothes, covered with dust and gun

powder, and severely fatigued with long and arduous duty, llii

dispatches were instantly carried to the Empress, who ordered her

Page in waiting to give the Hearer refreshments and a bed, and

requested that he might on no account be disturbed. The gallant

Messenger availed himself of her graciousness, and " tired Nature's

sweet restorer, balmy sleep," never quitted his eyelids till tha

dawn had far advanced, during which period Catherine had sent

three times to see if he were awake. At length Captain Elphjn-

etonc, in all his dishabille, was conducted to her presence by her

Secretary, when she commenced an enchanting conversation, in

which she complimented the gallantry and many Naval Achieve-

. mcnts of his Family; and after proceeding upon various topics for

about half an hour, she said, calling him " my Son," " Now let

ais proceed to business : I have received the dispatches, which have

afforded me infinite satisfaction ; I thank you for your bravery and

aeal; I beg you will describe to me the position of the Ships,"

which, as C'jptain Elphinstone explained, she indicated with her

pencil upon a leaf of her pocket book ; and as she gave him her

orders to the Commander in Chief, she presented him with a rouleau

of ducats, a beautiful little French watch, and, although verj

joung, promoted him to the rank of Captaui. _
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It was during this Battle that the Swedish Monarch behaved

with his accustomed gallantry: as he was rowing mi his Barge, and

giving his orders, in the thickest of the Battle, a shot carried away

the hand of the Strokesman, and at this moment a small Russian

Vessel of War discovering the King, bore down upon him; the

brave and generous Monarch seeing the accident which his poor

Bargeman had sustained, and his own personal peril at the same

time, calmly took out his handkerchief, and bound it over the

wound, then leaped on board one of his Gun-boats, and mira

culously escaped, by that good fortune which never favours little

minds, at the instant when his Barge was boarded by the Enemy,

the cushions of which were preserved in the apartment of Captain

F.lphinstone, in the Marine Barracks, as Trophies of War and

of humanity.

THE EMFRES9 CATHERINE, AND ADMIRAL CREUSE.

(Frirw the same.)

A SHORT time after the Swedish Fleet had retired, the gallant

And venerable Admiral Creuse, who commanded the Russian Fleet,

paid his respects to his Sovereign. Owing to the corpulency of

the Admiral, the narrow plank floor of the presence-chamber

(book with his weight, which the Hero remarked with some littki

humour to Catherine, when she turned this trivial circumstance

into the following beautiful compliment :—" My brave Creuse,

wherever you go you make the Earth shake under you, and your

Enemies tremble."

SIR SIDNEY SMITH.

( From the same.)

BEING sent, some years since, on Shore upon the Irish Coast

with a brother Officer, who is now holding a deservedly high

fituation in the Service, to look for some Deserters from their

Ship, after a long, fatiguing, and fruitless pursuit, they halted at

A little Inn to refresh themselves : having dined, Sir Sidney on a

sudden became silent, and seemed lost in meditation : " My derk

fo'r your thoughts," exclaimed his Friend, gently tapping him on

the shoulder; " what project, Sidney, has got possession of yon

now?"—" My good fellow," replied the young AVarrior, his

expressive countenance brightening as he spoke, " you will no

doubt suppose me a little disordered in my mind, but I have been

thinking that, before twelve years shall have rolled over my head,

I shall make the British Arms triumphant in Holy Land." W«

need not knock at the cabinet door of St. Cloud to know kuu

splendidly this prediction was verified.
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MARINE MUSEUM AT ST. PETERSBURG.

THE Emperor of Russia proposes forming an Institution at St

Petersburg for the purpose of improving the Navy, which is to be

called the Marine Museum. In this Institution, lessons in all the

Sciences necessary to be known by a Sea Officer will be given. It

will publish a sort of Journal upon every subject that concerns the

Marine. There will be attached to the Museum a library and a

collection of natural history, which will be constantly open to the

Students. The Establishment is to be under the direction of the

Minister of the Marine, and the Members are to wear an uniform

like that of the Marines.

IMPROVEMENT IN SAILS.

A MR. MALCOLM COWAN has recently obtained a patent

for sails for Ships that may be reefed in a few minutes, in the most

tempestuous weather, by very few Seamen, &c.

The advantages proposed by this invention are as follow:—

To enable Ships to reef their courses in a few minutes; 1st, on a

lee Shore, in stormy weather, when it may be necessary to reduce

the sails, though at the same time it may be dangerous to take

their effect off the Ships by hauling them up to reef them on the

yards ; 2dly, when the Ships' Crews are reduced by sickness, by

part of them being in Prizes, or employed on Shore, or weakened

by labour or fatigue^. 3dly, in gales of Wind in frosty weather,

when it is difficult to handle the sail; 4thly, in Merchant Ships

with few Seamen, because the sails can be hauled up and set again

in less time, as one part of the sail is taken off or set again at a

time, and consequently requires less of the force of the Wind.

We are also assured by the Patentee, that when Ships are obliged

to carry a press of sail in squally weather, in chase, &c, the sails

may be reefed and set again in a minute, without starting tack or

sheet, or risk of splitting. If a sail should split in one part, it

would be stopped by the reef-bands. When the sail is hauled up

it will be almost furled to the yard, and bent to the cringles, on the

rope of the reef-band. The weight of the reefs is removed from

the yard to the foot of the sail, without increasing the strain on

the yards. The sails being reduced at the foot instead of the head,

will stand longer and better in a Gale of Wind, as the squarestpart

of the sail is taken off when reefed. These sails can be easily

hauled up out of the fire of guns, &c, and the expense of them

will be less ; though they will last longer, from not being liable to.

split in hauling up or setting. Half-worn sails made in the usual

Jftab. fffcron. OIqI.XIV. o o <
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form may be altered, and from the saving in the wear and tear will

abundantly pay the expense.

The mode of working these sails is thus explained by the

Inventor :

When the courses arc to be reefed, cast off the lower clews

from the thimbles in the upper clews, haul up the slacksail by the

buntlincs, and haul tort the rccf.line, one part at a time, from the

middle of the sail towards the clews, and make it fast round the

upper clews, so as to confine the lower clews.

To set the sail, reeve a few turns of the lashing for the clews,

and haul them down, overhauling the reef-line and bunflincs.

To reef the top-sails, send a Man up to each lower yard arm,

settle the haulyards, and haul the sail down by the rccf.tackles,

and pass the turns of the earrings through the thimbles in the

earring cringles and on the foot.rope, and make them fast. Hoist

the sail tort up, haul through the slack of the buntlincs, and

haul tort the rcef-line on each side towards the clews, and make

fast

The top-gallant-sails are reefed in the same manner by earrings

at the lower part, and a small gasket rove as a reef-line; or from

the deck by the clewlines and a buntlinc.

• The buntlines and reef-line will confine the slack-sail, when

reefed, close up in the wake of the reef-band ; and (he buntlines

will only require to be kept hand tort,, as is usual, to prevent them

from chafing the sail.

The Minotaur, of 74 guns, has reefed these courses in two

minutes, in a Gale of Wind, without sending a Man off the deck.

The Patentee asserts, that sails made on this plan being adapted

to square-rigged Vessels of every description, may, in many

situations, be the means of saving them from destruction, particu

larly in the Winter Season, when so many Ships arc unavoidably

exposed in Gales of Wind to the danger of lee Shores and narrow

Seas.

CERE OF THE YELLOW FEVER.

A CASE of the yellow fever has been recently cured in Jamaica

by sweating in the steam qf hot sugar. The Lad upon whom this

experiment was made was placed close to the steams of the cop

pers, which had an instantaneous and happy effect. The pulse

fell from 100 to 70 in a few minutes; the sweat poured off in

streams; his head was immediately relieved ; and he did not com

plain of being too hot, notwithstanding a breath of air could not

enter the room, and he was surrounded with the steam of sugar
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from all the coppers. The process was repeated the next day,

after which the Patient put on his clothes, came down stairs, said

he was quite well, and eagerly called for food.

CAPTAIN WOODRIFFE.

IN consequence of the skill and bravery exhibited by Captain

Woodriffe, of His Majesty's Ship Calcutta, (through whose perse

verance the Convoy under his protection has boen preserved from

the hands of the Enemy), the Owners and Underwriters on the

Ship and Cargo of the Indus have proposed a subscription of 11.

per cent, upon the sums insured, to be presented to that excellent

Officer, the Officers acting under him, and Crew, as a small token

of their gratitude for the service he has so ably and honourably

rendered them on the occasion. It is not easy to discover in a

moment the sum insured ; but admitting it to be 200,000/. (and

it cannot be much less), the sum to be presented to them will

be 4000/.

SIR JOHN THOMAS DUCKWORTH, K.B.

LATELY, as the gallant Vice-Admiral Sir J. T. Duckworth,

K. B., was walking over the new horse-road making on the

Stonehouse-hill, Plymouth, not knowing that the road was broken

up, slipped his foot and fell down the hill seven or eight feet. By

the fall he bruised his side and hurt his wrist, but providentially

received no other damage, and is now quite recovered from the

accident.

CAPTAINS MA1TLAND AND DONELLY.

THE Freedom of the City of Cork was, on the 18th October,

unanimously voted by the Mayor, Sheriffs, and Common Council,

to be presented in a silver box to Captain Maitland, of the Loire

for his zeal and gallantry, displayed on many occasions in the pub

lic Service, and for his unremitting and successful exertions for the

protection of the Trade of this Port. It was also unanimously

voted to Captain Donclly, of the Narcissus, in consideration of his

public character, and cordial and polite reception of, and attention

to, the Mayor and Corporation, on an occasion when they waited

on him on board his Ship.

SHIP LAUNCH.

THIS morning, 7th October, as early as ten o'clock, great

numbers of people began to assemble at His Majesty's Dock-yard,

at Deptford, to view the Launch of a Ship of the Line. Tem

porary booths were erected for the accommodation of the respec

table part of the company ; also a booth for the reception of soma
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Branches of tho Royal Family, which were expected. The gatei

of the Yard were opened, and a vast concourse of people of all

descriptions admitted to witness the Launch. It was expected that

Her Royal Highness the Princess of Wales would have attended.

After waiting near half an hour beyond the appointed time, the

Ship went off the stocks at 28 minutes past one o'clock, and never

was a finer Launch seen : it called forth a burst ot applause from

the surrounding Spectators, the Band of the Tower Hamlets, at

the same time, striking up ," Rule Britannia." She was chris

tened the Fame ; has a very fine Figure at her head of the Goddess ;

is rated a 74-gun Ship, but mounts 84, sixteen of which are 32-

pound carronades, eight on the quartcr-deck, six on the poop,

and two mi the forecastle. She is built on a new construction ; is

very roomy, chocks substituted for knees. She was launched with

jury-masts in, and directly after the Launch sails were hoisted,

and she was taken down to Woolwich, where she is immediately

to be docked and sheathed, the dry Dock at Deptford not being

large enough to receive her. Captain Moore, late of the Indefa

tigable Frigate, is appointed to command her.

Just after the Launch His Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex

arrived in his barouche: although His Royal Highness was not

quite early enough to see tho Launch, he had a fine view of th«

Vessel as she passed the Yard on her way to Woolwich. His

Royal Highness, attended by Admiral Stanhope, went on board

the Arrow Schooner, in Dock, fitting for Sea, viewed the improve

ments in her building, at which he seemed much pleased : he after

wards visited tho Boat-house, Mast-house, &c, and returned to

his carriage at the gates, at half-past two, where the Tower Ham

lets Militia, on duty at the Yard, were drawn up to receive him.

He took leave of Admiral Stanhope, and the other Gentlemen who

attended him, after politely thanking them for their attention, and

returned to Town.

At the Launch no accident happened ; but we are sorry ta

state, that one of the Labourers (John Morgan,) fell off* tba

quarter-deck into the hold, in the morning, and was killed on

the spot.

DOCK-YARD, CHATHAM.

THE payment of the Dock-yard at Chatham, for Midsummer

Quarter, commenced on Monday, 7th October, and concluded on

Friday; and on Saturday last, for the first time, subsistence money

was paid to every working Man—to Shipwrights and Caulkers,

twenty.five shillings—to Joiners and some others, twenty shillings—
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and so gradually downwards to the Yard Labourer. This pre

cludes the necessity of the Men hiring money for the quarter,

commonly termed dealing, whereby they were compelled to pay

enormous interest, besides being under the disadvantage of spend,

ing their money with such shop or alehouse-keepers as they might

happen to deal with.

SUCCESS FRIGATE.

THE Success Frigate narrowly escaped being lost off Porto Rico

in July last: she was chasing a French Privateer of 14 guns,

when she grounded in Bayonese Bay, and remained in that state

for two days, when, after throwing twenty of her gnns overboard,

fhc got off, and arrived at Jamaica on the lit of August.

NOTICE TO MARINERS. ,

Copenhagen, Sept. 3. IN consequence of the reports mad*

by Adjutant-General Ovenern, the King has ordered the erection,

of lights with reflecting lamps for the direction of Navigators in the

Baltic. Most of the Ships which navigate the Baltic having

occasion to pass before Christiansor, they run the risk of being

wrecked off that place or the neighbouring Islands. To prevent

these misfortunes, and to point out the course which Ships ought to

take, it has been thought proper to erect on the great tower of

Christiartsoc, a light composed of nine reflecting lamps, the circuit

of which may be made in three minutes; so that, when the nine

large lights are seen in the distance, it requires about twenty

seconds to pass from one to another. The lights will disappear in

the intervals, but may always be seen, unless the Vessel be at too

great a distance. These lights are to be placed at the height of

ninety-two feet above the level of the Sea. This elevation has

been adopted to prevent this Beacon from being mistaken for that

which has stood for some years at the Northern Point of the Isle

of Bornholm, and in which the light is made by a coal fire. This

light is two hundred and seventy-two feet above the level of the

Sea, and in clear weather may be distinctly seen five or six miles off

at Sea. The lights at Christiansoe will be displayed, for the first

time, on the first of October, 1805, and will be kept up, conform

ably to the ordonnance of the 21st March, 1705, and the procla

mation of the 1st February, 1799 ; that is to say, from Easter to

Michaelmas, from one hour after sun-set to sun-rise; and in Win

ter, from, half an hour after sun-set to sun-rise.

Mallijjo, Fheslen, Tonoer, &c.



285 HAVAL AXECITOTES, &a

ACCOUNT OF THE SUFFERINGS AND DEATH OF TWO OFFICER!

AND PART OF THE CREW OF THE HON. EAST INDIA COMPA

NY'S LATE CRUISER FLY.

[Extracted from a Letter to a Gentleman latch/ arrived in Calcutta from Bombay

in the Ship Cambrian.]

a THE Quccu arrived here last week with dispatches. Poor

You], after being taken by the Josame Arabs, was carried to the

Coast of Arabia with a Mr. Loane, Mr. Flower, and thirteen Euro

peans, part of the Crew of the Fly ; the whole of whom suffered

great hardships, and were actually sold for Slaves, but through the

intercession of a Wahabie Chief (who had been among the English

when they were on the point of being sent up the Country on

camels which came down on purpose for them), they were released

from slavery, and a few days afterwards (those who had survived

the ill treatment which they received, and the severity of hunger,

subsisting only on a scanty allowance of dates, and now and then

a few eorklcs which they picked up on the Beach, together with

exposure to a burning sun or violent rain,^ were permitted to

occupy a corner of a Uoat going to the Persian Shore, about ten

of whom arrived safe at a place near Nuckheloo, and thence shaped

their course towards Bushire, begging a little food as they went

along : the relief, however, obtained by this appeal to the huma

nity of the few whom Providence threw in their way, being but

trilling, was equally divided.—Youl, Loane, Flower, and one or

two of the Men kept together, and luckily a Boat or Dow going

to Bushire, came near the Shore, and they got on board of her.

The day afterwards a fever attacked poor Youl ; he lingered four

days, completely worn out; and I regret that I must add, he died

the day before they got to Bushire. Mr. Flower died th» day

after their arrival at Bushire. Mr. Loane has arrived here in the

Queen, and fears that of sixteen Europeans only three have sur

vived. Poor Youl was once within five days sail of Bombay, and

little thought of the train of misery that was to befal them."

Bombay Gazette, Feb. 6.

CORRESPONDENCE.

MR. EDITOR,

'J'HE following account of a late melancholy Event, and

some further Anecdotes of the late Captain Georgb

Clark*, are worthy of a place in you/ Chronicle.

S. 3.
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ON Tuesday, October the first, George Peters, Esq., George

Hoare, Esq., and Captain George Clarke, of the Royal Nary,

went on board Mr. Hoare's Sailing Boat, with the intention of

proceeding down the River, as far as Gravesend. Oflf Woolwich,

about three in the evening, the Sailing Boat got aground; when

Captain Clarke, attended by his friend Mr. Peters, went into a

small Boat, with a rope, in order to tow the Sailing Boat afloat.

This they accomplished ; and had returned so near to their Com

panions, that Mr. Peters, with too much eagerness and impatience,

stood up to throw the rope on board; in the act of doing which,

be lost his balance, and upset the Boat.

The Current in Woolwich Reach i3 very strong; and the

Sailing Boat then making much way through the water, and

refusing to come round, Mr. Hoare could lend them no assistance:

oars, and different articles, were thrown overboard, but without

effect. A Collier, that was passing, and saw their distress, would

give them no assistance: probably, as we hope, not being aware

of the danger. Mr. Peters, unable to swim, was supported by his

gallant Friend Captain Clarke ; who, with his well known huma

nity, paid too little attention to himself: after repeated, and

ineffectual efforts to save Mr. Peters, Captain Clarke's strength

became quite exhausted, and he was seen gradually to sink. At

that awful moment, a Boat put off to his assistance, and saw part

of the body of Captain Clarke still floating ; but before they could

reach the spot, he sunk with his Friend to the bottom. Their

bodies, after remaining four hours under water, were found, and

placed during the night in the Sailing Boat: on the ensuing morn

ing they were conveyed in two hearses to the house of Mr. Peters,

in Park Street, Grosvcnor Square, and were buried in the Church

of St. Andrews, Holborn, on Tuesday the eighth inst.

Captain Clarke was well known, and universally respected in

the Service. He was the third Son of the late Rev. Edward

Clarke, and was brought up at Tunbridge, the same School where

Sir Sidney Smith received his education, under Dr. Knox. The

openness of his heart, and inflexible attachment unto truth, were

soon remarked, and valued by his Master, lie was introduced to

the notice of Lord Hood by the late George Medley, Esq., his

Godfather ; and after distinguishing himself on several occasions,

and particularly whilst First Lieutenant of the Lowestoffe Frigate,

in an Action with two French Ships of superior force, (an account

pf which was given in the Memoir of Captain Buckoll), Lieut
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Clarke was promoted to the Rank of Commander, by Earl St.

Vincent, in the Mediterranean, at the request of the late Admiral

Payne. After continuing on that Station for 60me time as Com

mander of l'Aurore, stationed at Gibraltar, Captain Clarke

returned to England, as Commodore of Lord Nelson's Prizes;

and it -was owing to his skill, and judgment, that those Ships, in

their then shattered statr, ever arrived in safety : his fatigue, and

exertions on that occasion, brought on a severe illness, under

which ho long laboured. During the year 1800, he was appointed

by Lord Spencer to the BraakeJ, of 64 guns ; and after hat ing

Admiral Holloway's Flag on board, during the Summer of that

yearj in Portsmouth Harbour, Captain Clarke was attached to the

Egyptian Expedition : he received a Medal from the Grand

Signior, a Box set with diamonds, and other marks of his favour;

and was afterwards sent to protect our Factory at Smyrna, and to

■watch the secret cabal of the French in Greece. On his return to

England be was ordered to fit for Admiral RuKsel's Flag : when

it was discovered that the same Ship, which Captain Clarke had

brought from the Levant, was not even safe to go round to

Yarmouth.

During the Egyptian Expedition, Captain Clarke's humanity to

our wounded Soldiers gained him the esteem of General Sir Ralph

Aberr.rombie, and of Lord Hutchinson. At a considerable

expense, and whilst himself and mo«t of his Officers were severely

indisposed with the fatigue they had endured, Captain Clarke was

tb? blessed means of saving the lives of 550 of our wounded Sol

diers, who were brought from the plains of Egypt, and had been

■sent away by many of the other Ships. This gallant Officer gave

them up his own cabins, and ordered his Lieutenants to do the

same; and then fed and nursed the maimed with bis own hands.

He then wont to the Commander in Chief, Lord Keith, and pro

cured Surgeons sufficient to attend them. On Captain Clarke's

return to Europe he offered a passage in his Ship to the French

General Le Grange, who has since commanded in the West

Indies. The attention and courtesy which Le Grange thus

experienced, he always declared should be returned, as they hava

been, should he ever take any Englishmen Prisoners.

Such, Mr. Editor, is a short Sketch of this amiable and

excellent Officer; whose death, particularly at this moment,

HKij be considered as a loss to his Country. Had he lived, his
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undaunted spirit, and professional skill, would have been severely

felt by our Enemies. Yet

" Sunk though he be beneath the watery Floor;

So sinks the Day Star in the Ocean Bed,

And yet anon repairs his drooping head,

.And tricks his beams, and with new spangled ore

flames in the forehead of the Morning Sky:

So Lycidas sunk low, but mounted high,

Through the dear might of Him that walk'd the Waves."

MR. EDITOR,

J HAVE sent you an account, which I have just received from

the West Indies, of the gallant conduct of Mr. Chappie, a

young Midshipman, who sailed from England with Captain

Cribb> on board the King Fisher Sloop of War.

AMONG the nine Prizes lately taken by the King Fisher, was

a Spanish Privateer Schooner, called the Isabella la Damos. She

lay close in under the high Land of la Guira; when the King

Fisher observing her, ran in under the Land, and hoisted English

Colours ; upon which she hoisted Spanish, and fired a gun. The

King Fisher then brought to, anchored, and opened her fire.

Captain Cribb finding that the Privateer mounted only one gun,

a nine-pounder, hoisted out a Boat, and sent her to take the

Prize. But the Boat was kept off by a severe lire of musketry:

he therefore hoisted out another Boat', in which this young Mid,

the First Lieutenant, and 14 true British Tars, went as Volun

teers. They put off in face of a dreadful discharge of grape and

cannistcr shot from the Shore, and after enduring it for half an

hour, at length succeeded in carrying away the Privateer, which

proved to be a fine Vessel, containing 55 Alen. On Mr. Chappie's

return, Captain Cribb, who had heard of his bravery from the

First Lieutenant, presented the Spanish Captain's sword to the

enterprising young Mid, with these words;—

" Mr. Chappie, my First Lieutenant has informed me of your

gallant conduct in cutting out the Spanish Privateer. Take this

Sword for your reward, and God send that you may always show

yourself as undaunted as you then were."

•^■^-^

MR. EDITOR,

A LTHOUGH the slightest attention to events apparently sin.

. gular and extraordinary has been generally branded with

«at>. «Tt>ron. SJol.XIV. p e
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the appellation of ridiculous superstition, (and superstition is con.

fessedly the never failing indication of a weak and imbecile mind),

there are nevertheless several occurrences, simple in themselves

when dissected, yet, when taken with all their coinciding circum

stances, assume the appearance of preternatural mystery, even to

the conviction of the strongest, and consequently most incredulous

minds; and force the deepest thinking Philosopher to become

sceptical, in defiance of his own reason, because that coincidence,

which I have just noticed, appears too extraordinary to be

attributed to the common chance of mortal events.

Totally devoid of superstition, I beg to relate a fact, which, if

necessary, could be most indubitably established to the satisfaction

of the hardiest unbeliever.

Some time in the Summer of the year 1802, a young Gentle-

man, who was at school at an Academy at Greenwich, was unfor

tunately drowned. The Father of the Youth, an Officer in the

Navy, was at the time some miles distant, enjoying himself with

several friends in a situation to which a tame Raven, which was

kept in the neighbourhood, had access : this bird he had frequently

seen, but had never taken any notice of, neither had the bird par.

ticularly attempted to attach itself to him, but, on the contrary,

was remarkably shy of coining near him, from the frequent

repulses he had met with. On this day, however, the Raven cami

close to the chair on which the Gentleman was sitting, and by

degrees (the conviviality of the moment taking otFthe GcntlemanJ

attention from him) absolutely got upon his shoulder, and rubbed

his beak against his face. Fearful he might do him some injury,

the Gentleman endeavoured to shake him oil", and so far succeeded

as to displace him from the situation he had taken on his shoulder,

hut could not by any means drive him entirely from him: the

Party soon after broke up, and the matter passed off, without any

comment, except a few jokes on the occasion.

In little more than three hours, the Gentleman received th*

melancholy news above mentioned ; and after the tirst surprise and

grief were over, the circumstance of the Haven recurred to his

recollection; and thinking it extraordinary, he particularly inves-

figated the time when the unfortunate event took place, which,

from the account given by the Master of the school, was, as near

as could possibly be ascertained, precisely at the period the bird

was on his shoulder.

J. c
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MR. EDITOR,

HE following Extract of a Letter from an Officer on board

His Majesty's Ship la Concorde, dated Point de Galle,

East Indies, 1 8th February, 1805, to his Father in Edinburgh,

is worthy of a place in your interesting Publication.

I SUPPOSE by this time you will have received my last letter,

dated at Sea, in company with the India Ships. After leaving

them, which we did in a few days, wc proceeded to the Seychelle

Islands, a groupe of French Islands, not fortified, but all inha

bited, in expectation of falling in with some French Vessels, in

which we were not disappointed. After lying a few days at one

of them, we discovered in the Offing a small Vessel ; all our Boats

were instantly manned and armed, and sent after, and in about

three hours they brought her in. She proved to be la Marengo,

a French Schooner, with a Cargo of Slaves on board. The

Schooner and la Concorde sailed this night for another of the

Islands, where wc had intelligence of a French Brig at anchor, and

next day we had the good fortune to add her to the number of our

Prizes. She is called the Zephyr, but had no Cargo. The Inha

bitants of these Islands treated us very well, and sent us a great

number of presents. We only staid a few days longer at these

Islands, and all three sailed for Bombay, where we arrived in

safety. The Schooner sold for 4000 rupees, the Brig for 3000, and

the Slaves for 1 30 each : several died on the passage. We had not

remained at Bombay many days, before wc got intelligence of

a large French Privateer being off the Coast. The Concorde

being the only Man of War lying in Bombay Harbour, was there

fore sent in quest of her; and in three days wc were so fortunate

as to discover a large Sail standing right for us. The Concorde

being disguised so as to resemble a Merchantman, the Privateer

had ran almost within gun-shot before she discovered her mistake,

when she immediately put about, and made all sail from us, and

■we in pursuit of her, firing our guns as they could be brought to

bear upon her, and she firing her stern-chase guns constantly at us.

It wa> ten P.M. before we came alongside of her, and then wc

commenced a well directed fire of round and grape shot, which she

returned very briskly. When she got all her rigging cut, and

every possibility of making her escape prevented, she struck. She

proved to be la Fortune" Privateer*, pierced for 30 guns, having 24

on board, all long nine-pounders. A few days before she had

taken the Fly, a Company's Cruiser, with the value of eight lacks
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of rupees on board, three of which were in money and fire id

pearls: the pearls she left in the Fly, and the money she took on

board. During the chase we evidently observed them heaving the

money overboard, it falling in the water like pebbles, and since

they have been on Shore they have confessed it: but, before send.

ins; then on Shore, they were overhauled, and every one of them

stripped,, when upwards of 4000/. were found about them, which

they had plundered from different Vessels they had taken. They

had two Men killed and six wounded; and, what is surprising, not

a .Man hurt with us. I believe she will turn out very well.

MR. EDITOR, tWaldershire.Sept.H.

HPHE public mind, by recent events, being eased of its late

anxiety, the present time appears to me not an improper

one for the insertion of the following : provided therefore you

find nothing of impropriety in these remarks, I l>eg the favour

of your inserting them in your Chronicle, and you will

oblige an old and constant Reader.

Palintjkus.

IT is with great pleasure we learn, that the long-expected

increase of Pay is shortly to take place, to the Lieutenants and

Masters in the Royal Navy.

The Master under a Third-rate has really not enough of Pay to

support himself equal to the Society he is placed in—in a Sloop of

War it is out of the question ; it is a mere impossibility for him

to pay his mess, and keep up the necessary appearance of an

Ollicer.

There is another evil or misfortune attending his situation—h«

is not on an equal footing with his Messmates as to Hank; in fact

he has none, consequently sometimes liable to be treated by th*

yoi!Dg and more unthinking part of those who happen to be his

Messmatgs, with that stile of hauteur a Man's spirits can little

brook.

But there is still a third and more serious evil attending th«

situation of this Officer; namely, he must for ever remain a Mas

ter—there, is no point for his views to rest on; there is no incite

ment to energy and emulation, where there is no hope of prefer

ment. Man, wherever he gives his constant care and attention,

naturally looks for suitable and constant remuneration; forth*

moment his mind feels itself cramped and too much circumscribed,
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that moment it becomes languid, and loses its zeal with its

energy. ,

How must it mortify a Man who has been years in the Servic*

to see young people put over his head, whom he himself had qua

lified for their Office,- and who often, too often, arc apt to forget

the pains taken in their instruction! It must mortify a Man of tit*

smallest feeling of heart or ambition of mind, to feel himself

excluded totally from that promotion which is opeiuto every other

individual in the Royal Navy but himself. The Master, one

would imagine, is entitled to some Rank as well as the Surgeon,

who most certainly is on the Civil Department, while the other is

to all intents and purposes an executive Officer, charged with a

most important and heavy duty.

MR. EDITOR,

I HAVE sent you a List of the Post Captains in the Royal

Navy in the year 1751, with the dates of their Commissions,

which may prove interesting, particularly to your professional

Readers. S. C. S.

[Zxpltmntim of the Abbrrriationt.']

«. e . Superannuated Comptroller.—c. Commis«ioner.—y. Captain of Yacht —

g. Guardship.—». in Service.— 1. Treasurer of Greenwich Hospital.—2. Lieute

nant-Governor of Greenwich Hospital.—3. Commissioner of Customs.—4. Com

modore at Jamaica.— ~>. Captain of Greenwich Hospital.—6. Comptroller of th«

^.Navy.—7. Commodore at Barbadoes.—8. Commodore in the East Indies.—

9. Ditto at Newfoundland.—10. Ditto in the Mediterranean.

t. Richard Hughes. . . June 19. 1702. W. H. Fleming July 20, 17»8.

Humphry Pudner. . July 10, 1703. April 9, 1729.

Robert Harland . . . March 24, 6, 1732.

Nov. 13, 1707. US.

1. James Gunman. . . . Dec. 20, 1708. 1. 2. pay c. J. Towry . Nov. 7,

March 13, . James Compton . . . Dec. 13, 1734.

c. riiilip Vanlmrgh . . Nov. 27, 1710. Nicholas Roliiiuon . May 8, 1735.

March 7, Harcourt Master . . Jan. 3, 1737.

Sir' Ed. Blacket . . . Jan. 1, 1712. Juuc 9, 1738.

c. Tyrwit Cayley Jan. 1, June 13,

c. Ed. Falkinghara . . . Feb. 2u\ George Pocock . .*. . Aug. 1,

July 24, 1713. Thomas Cooper. . . . Nov. 14,

Thomas Willyams. . July 9, 1715. 4. G. Townshend . . . . Jan. 30,

Fr. Blake Dilaval . March 26, 1719. Edmund Strange . . Feb. 14,

4.2. pay c. W. Davies . June 30, Peter Lawrence . . . July 1C, 1739.

Humphry Orine . . . June 1, 1720. James Rycant .... Aug. 10,

v. J. Weller April 7, 1721. 30,

S. Francis Dansays. . . Jan. 25, 172.5. 6. Savage Mostyn Dee. 17,

Samuel Mead Aug. 29, 1727. Francis Holbournc. Feb. 15,

Nov. 8, 1727. Henry Harrison . . . £8, •
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j. Robert Allen May 8, 1740.

Thomas Cot«s 12,

S. W. Lisle May 28, 1740.

Mallhew Micliell .. .Tunc 30,

*/. T. Liroeburnet — . July 11,

Robert Pelt 15,

Brad. Thompson .. ——

Thomas Frankland

/ Henry Powlctt. . . . 3

C. Wager Purvis .. 18,

R.H.L.Mon. Bertie

1 . Peter Osborn 28,

Solomon Gideon. . . Sept. 6,

Robert Maynard . . 22,

Roger Martin 24,

Henry N'orris 26, ■

Essex Holcombe . . Oct. 12,

Richard Hughes... 24,

H. George Murray Nov. S,

w. Richard Edwards . . 4,

C.Colby .... Jan. 12, 1740.

Nath. Watson .... 16,

H. Swaysland 22,

David Cheap Feb. 19,

g. Hon. J. Hamilton . . ——

Edward Herbert. . . March 5, —

John Brett March 25, 1741.

T. Brodrick .

Daniel Hore April 10,

s. T.Vye.. 13,

H. Godsalrc May 37,

H. Ward 23,

II. Dennis June 6,

Benjamin Fenwick 8,

George Cokburne. . 11,

T. Tucker July 17,

/ Charles Hardy .... Aug. 10,

Sheldrake Lnlnn . . 25,

Earl of Northesk . .

Rupert Waring ... . Sept. 16,

Hon. H. Ayliner... 18,

^ Charles Saunders . . 26,

R. Young Oct. 1, .

Jos. (lunar 22,

J. Lovett >,'ov. 16,

Frederick Rogers . . Dec. 2,

Hon.G.Dawnay .. Jan. 8, —

g. Charles Stevens. .. . 11,

J Ptltchard Feb. 5, —

Philip Durell 6,

Charles Holmes . . . 20,

Elliot Smith Feb. 25, 1741,

Samuel Cornish. .. . March 12,—

y. Sir C. Molloy April 6, 1744.

Thorpe Fowkc.... May 24,

Francis Geary ■ ■ . . June 30, —

James HodTHlF. . . . Jidy 24,

Smith Callis Aug. 9,

J. Wicklmm Not. 1, <

9. G. Brydget Rodney 9,

g. Merrick de l'Angle 13,

W. Barnaby Dec. 9,

W. Fielding Jan. 11,

Edward Dodd 25, —

Samuel Goddard . . Feb. 1,

J. Pitman 8,

Peter Toms 12,

Richard Watkins . . 24,

g.T. Slurton March?8,l/43,

Potycarpus Taylor . May 2,

James Young^ 16,—

W. Marsh . . . . 35,

i. Edward Prat'en ... June 2,

George Stepney . . . 11, —-

W. Boys 25,

J. Watkins Aug. 4,

Arthur Scott

Warwick Calmady Sept. 30,

g. Piercy Brett

C. Powlet Oct. 10, •

Charles Catford . . . 14,

J. Moore Dec 24,

Richard Ty rrcll . . . 26,

J. Sinicoe J8,

Frederick Cornwall Feb. 11,

t. R. Robinson 22,

Alex. Lord Corvill . March 6,

James Douglas .... 19,

T. Hanway April 5, 1744.

George Elliot May 12,

Edward Spragge .. June 11,

Edmund Tell .... 14,

Richard Collins July 7,

T. Mogg — 16,

Orinond Thompson 26,

g . J Bcutley Aug. 1,

W. Gordon 4,

£. II. G. Edgcurolx- ■ . 9,

Robert Swiinion . . 'J7,

J. Wilson 30,

Laehlin Leslie .... Sept. 8,

Samuel Craves .... 11, ——
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g. J. Osborne

g. W. Parry

J. Hardy

J. Bowdler i

Patrick OTIira

Coningihy Norbury

4 il^AliS" J^ePPel • •

J. Auihurst

George Durell ....

Peter Denis

s. Richard Jasper ....

Hon. Arch. Stuart

Edmund Home. . . .

Arthur Foreft ....

Richard Tiddeman

Robert Hughes. ...

g. Hugh Bonsoy ....

Tim. Nueella

R. Jeffcris

g . W. Montague

g. Arthur Gardiner. . .

g. Lionel Daniel

g. Matthew Buckle . .

R. Mann

Clark Gay ton ....

{. T. Stanhope

T. Andrews

J. Hume

Henry Rosewell . .

j Justinian Nutt ....

J. Orme

S. Maisterson

J. Hill

Henry Cosby

Henry Dyve

«. W. Bladwell

J. Barker

Richard Sp.-y

s. J. Rous

Thomas Noel

J. Weller, jun

J. Fowler

i. Lucius O'Brien. .. .

Hon. W. Bateman. .

Thomas Bloss

j J. Montagu

ATeRnmnT.

Cotton Dent

g. Charles Knowles . .

W. Harman

Thomas Craven....

Sept. 28, 1744. Thomas Allison Feb. 9, 1746".

Oct. 2, g. Robert Harland. . . March 19,

17, James Sayer . -23i ,—

Nov. 8, Ed. Falkingham . . . 26,

16, Jervis H. Porter . . April 3,

17, Hon. Rd. Howe 10,

Dec 11, ■ Andrews .Iclfe .... 14, —

29, ». Wash. Shirley 19,

Feb. 3, s. Samuel Faulkuor .. 21,

9, J. Douglas 22,

13, Iluj>h Pigot ■ —•

20, i Julian Legge May (i,

22, s. Mol.Shul.il,am —*— l«r—

March 9, Kouert WeO . . . 31,

—— James Webb June 5J5,

April 2, 1745. Anthony Kerly. .. . July 2,

12, Henry Huish 12,

J. Cokborne 19,

May 1, s. Joseph Knight .... J 31,

—•— 23, Thomas Knowler . . 11, ■

27, O'Brien Dudley . . .

28, J. Vaughan

29, J.Lloyd Sept. 4. •

June 22, s. C. Proby 17,

July 6, «• J- Fergussone Oct. G.

12, i. Robert Duff 23,

15, J^Reynolds 30,

20, Frederick Hyde... Nov. 11,

21, <~Hu^ii Palhser 25,

Aug. 12, Cfiarlcs W'ray Dec. 9,

20, / ». Hon. J. Byron 30,

—— 26, Hon. A. J. Hervey Jan. 15, 1747

■ George AI'Kenzie. . 24,

Matthew Barlon. . . Feb. 7,

Sept. 2, ■ Thomas jTathauT. . . March 14,

17, Peter Parker.. May C,

19, t. Patrick Baird . 27,

23, Richard Groynn.. . ■—————

24, i. H. S. Harrington . . 49,

Nov. 12, s. M. Arbmhnot ... . . June 22,

29, I. Ruber'. Rnddam. . . July 9,

Dec. 2, Samuel Marshall , . 17, —

3, t. W Brett —- 18,

27, R. Askew Aug. 21,

Jan. 2,. 174G. Edward Clark Sept. 11,

15, George Darby .... 18,

22, \X. Salt. Wdlet Oct. 1,

23, T. H. Huchetuon . .

j. J. Campbell. ..... . Nov. 23,

26, Christopher Hill . . . Dec. 5,

Fob. 8, James Gambler. .. . i
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Michael Everitt . . . Dec. 23, 1747.

*• WJLlovd Jan. 12, 1?J8.

J. Fr. W. "Drake

Ed u aid 1 Indies . . Feb. 6,

R. Haldane . 24, <-

Edward Jeykyll . . March 5,

David Brady 9,

H. Marsh 12,

Hyde Parker 21,

\V. Ilolbouuic April-15j»»^*—

t. J. Evans . t —— 20,

Edward Keller ....

Matthew Whnwell May 6,

». II. Earmdey 7,

Mail Milhank May 21, 174R.

J:uiie.-> Kirk June 23,

Ixieiu.la* Vincent . . July 5,

Edward Wheeler . . 23,

W. Martin Aug. 16,

Richard Clements Sept. 29,

J. Rowzier Oct. 9,

. W. Mantill

. J. Storr Nov. 1,

Vincent Pearcc . . . . 4,

Thomas Saumarcz . 27,

Andrew Cokbourn . Jan. 16, 1749.

J allies Campbell . . 26, —

W. Preston March 1,

Edward Christian. . July 28,

PLATE CLXXXIX.

MR. EDITOR,

r I "HE accompany ing Sketch of the City of New York was

taken from the Anchoring Ground near Governor's Island;

a Pilot Boat is introduced iu the Fore Ground, aud a Ship in

the distance, sailing towards the Passage of Hell Gates, formed

bj York and Long Islands.

Your bumble Servant,

Au-utl 27, 1805. G. T.

NEW York City, on the Coast of North America, is at the

bottom of a spacious Gulf or Bay, which is about nine miles in

length and four in breadth, it is situated on a point of Land, at

the south extremity of the Island so called, formed by Hudson's

River on the west, and Long Lland Sound on the east. The

Narrows, at the south end. .of the 13ay, are not quite two milei

broad, and open into the Ocean ; the passage up to New York

from the projecting point of Sandy iiook, is about 25 miles, and

very safe. The usual Cfiannel goes between the east and west

Banks, in 11 or 'i^fcet water ; but an 80 gun Ship may be brought

up, through a narrow, winding, and unfrequented Channel between

the north end of the cast Bank and Coney Island. This City has

no Harbour, the Ships lying oft" in the Road on the cast side of the

Town. Its Quays are very commodious, and its Warehouscsjarge

and spacious ; and it is frequented by great numbers of Ships both

employed in Trade and in the Fisheries. Its lat. is 40° 43' north,

and long. 7J° 10' west It has been observed, that the Sea Coast

from hence to the southward is all low, flat, and sandy, quite t»

Cape Florida.
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New York Island, at the south extremity of which is the City

of its name, is about 14 miles in length and three in breadth; and

by means of a bridge at the north end, called King's Bridge, it is

united to the Continent, where the River is about as broad as the

Thames at Fulham.: it is surrounded by this River on the north,

by Hudson's River on the west, and by the east River on the

east.

HISTORICAL AND DESCRIPTIVE ACCOUNT OF

MOUNT HECLA.

(From Olafsen and Povklssn's Travels.)

'HIS Mountain, which is better known to strangers than any

other, is one of the inferior elevations of Iceland. The annals

call it by its proper name, which is Heklufiall ; from which

Foreigners, and particularly the Germans, hare formed their

Hekenfeld. It is not a Promontory, nor is it situated on the Sea

Shore, as it has been represented in a number of Charts. It lies

to the west of the Glacier of Tinfiallojoeckcl; and now beyond the

canton of Rangaarvalle, though it was formerly within this canton;

but its numerous eruptions have so ravaged the surrounding

Country, that the people have withdrawn from it. On arriving at

a habitation called Selsund, near Mount HeCla, the owner wished

to become our Guide. He was well acquainted with the Country

around this Mountain, though he had never travelled farther thari

its base; for the people consider it as an act of rashness to attempt

to examine the Mountain, and they assured us that it would bo

impossible to ascend it on account of great numbers of dangerous

bogs, which they asserted were always burning with sulphuric hrej

and exhaling smoke; while the summit, according to thrih, was

covered with boiling springs, and large craters which continually

propelled fire and smoke. They told us that Ilccla was provided

with a guard of black and singular birds of the conformation of

the raven, armed with beaks of iron, with which they gave a very

unpleasant reception to those who had the temerity to climb the

Mountain. This story is one remnant of the popular prejudices

that have been formed with regard to this Mountain. Our Guide,

nevertheless, assured us that he never perceived either the birds-,

the lire, or the smoke.

We had an opportunity during our journey to Mount Ilccla, to

contemplate its environs, which on the south- and west sides afford

the most afflicting specimens of frequent eruptions. The finest part

<3M>. CJiun. Clol.XIV.
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of the Territory in question is covered by torrents of mrhed stone,

sand, ashes, and other volcanic matter. Between the sinuositki

of the Lara we observed, in different parts, some portions of

meadows, walls, and broken hedges; and our Guide informed us,

that on the east and north sides the devastation was still greater,

and afforded dreadful traces of the ruin of the Country and it*

habitations.

There arc neither grass nor plants to be met with to the extent

of two leagues round Mount Jlecla, in consequence of the soil

being covered with stones and lava; and in some parts where the

subterraneous lire has broken out afresh, or where the matter

which was not entirely consumed has become ignited again, the

fire has contributed to form small red and black hillocks and

eminences from scorias, pumice-stone, and ashes. The nearer we

approach towards the Mountain, the larger are these hillocks ;

and there are some of tliem the summit of which is a round valley,

whence the subterraneous (ire ejects the matter just mentioned.

As we approach towards Mount Hecla, the ground becomes

almost impassable, particularly near the higher branches of lava

which have been thrown from the Volcano. Round the latter is a

mountain of lava, consisting of large melted flag-stones, which are

from forty to seventy feet high, and in the form of a rampart, or

wall. VVe were here obliged to leave our horses ; and even our

Guide begged to be excused from attending us any farther, under

the pretence that lie had a violent head-ache; but the real reason

we suspected rather to proceed from the operation of his prejudices

•with respect to this terrific. Volcano. The flag-stones alluded to

■were detached, and mostly covered with moss ; while between

them were very deep holes, which prevented us from advancing

without the greatest circumspection. Wc ascended on the western

side. The rocks appeared very strange to us, for they cracked

continually under our feet, which at first gave us much uneasiness ;

but on investigation we observed that the rock itself had been con

sumed, and was reduced to pumice-stone, which was disposed in

their horizontal layers, fractured in every direction. From this

circumstance, an idea may be formed of the intensity of the tire,

which could thus consume a whole Mountain : for if Hecla were

for a few times to take fire .again, all the rocks that compose it

would fall into ashes.

Wc continued to ascend, without meeting any obstacles thar

impeded our attempts, by small slopes which we found at intervals,

of which wc passed seven before wc reached the summit. We
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found in the breaches and fissures, which were numerous, a

quantity of white, black, and red polishing stones (skuurstein),

the first of which was uncommonly fine and light. This circum

stance tends to support the account of Mount Uecla having vomited

water, though in a far less quantity than the devastating torrents

of Katlegiaa. Here has also been found, after the different erup

tions of Mount Heela, a great quantity of salt, sufficient to load a

number of horses, which in no small degree tends to confirm the

opinion of the connexion between Volcanoes and the Sea. Such a

communication may reasonably be presumed, particularly with

respect to the Volcanoes and Glaciers of the eastern parts of

Iceland, on account of the great extent of their bases. In fact,

these Mountains vomit a much greater quantity of water than the

solution of the ice would afford ; and it has even been observed,

that a vast quantity of rock salt may be contained within itj but

its bowels undoubtedly extend to a level with the Sea. Besides,

independently of the opinion so generally received by learned Men

of all Countries, that (here is a secret connexion between this

Mountain and Etna in Sicily, since the two Volcanoes have so

often bi'en observed to burn at the same time, a number of

curious examples are known, which prove the sympathy between

Ilecla, at the time of its eruptions, and the other Volcanoes in

Iceland more distant from it than it is itself from the Sea. It was

on the night of the 19th of June that we ascended the Mountain.

The weather was serene and calm, but when we had attained a

certain height we began to feel cold: the surface was covered with

ice and snow ; not however of the nature of those of the Glaciers,

because here the ice melts in Summer, except such as remains in the

deep fissures and holes. On reaching the ice we found it covered

with snow that had lately fallen, which wc ascertained to be deeper

and deeper in proportion as we ascended : at the summit of the

crater it was a foot and a half. The whole of this, as well as the

preceding day, the air had been clear in the canton beneath the

Volcano ; but like the other Mountains, it attracts the clouds that

envelope its summit, without their being perceived by the Inha

bitants. It is worthy of remark, that the snow had fallen only

on that part of the Mountain which was covered with ice, aud not

below ; so that it may be concluded that the ice which is on the

Mountains in Summer is the measure or degree of elevation, or

that region of the air, where the thick clouds and vapours can,

collect and float in the atmosphere, though the air may be pura

and serene in the lower regions] hence at this height the air
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possesses a certain density. In other respects Hecla is only a small

Mountain, compared with the high Glaciers and mountainous

chains of the interior parts of Iceland. Its circumference is from

three to four leagues ; and its height, by approximation to that of

the other Mountains which have been measured, is about three

thousand feet above the plain of sand that is below the rampart of

lava. Its elevation above the Sea is yet unknown.

After a fatiguing journey, up to our knees in snow, we at mid-:

night reached the summit of Mount Hecla, A perfect silence prer

Tailed ; and we could perceive nothing but ice, and neither

fissures, streams of water, boiling springs, smoke, nor fire. It was.

as light as at noon-day, so tSat we had a view of an immense extent.

We looked over all the Glaciers in the eastern part; and in the

distance we saw a high and square Mountain, which our Guide had

previously informed us was the ancient Yolcano of Hxrdabreid,

which appeared to us like a large Castle. We also discovered all

the high Mountains in the northern quarter.

Not meeting with any thing remarkable on this Mountain, we

descended by the western side, along a ravine or deep valley, 'which

runs from the summit to the b,asc. There is some reason to

believe tfyat this ravine is the bed of a river of lava which the Vol

cano ejected in the year 1300; since the annals assert, that during

this eruption Ilecla was split from top to bottom: and though the

cavity in question now bears the appearance of a deep valley, it is,

certain that when formed it was laid open to the bowels of th«

Mountain?; but when the eruption ceased, it was soon filled wiih

the stones, rocks, and gravel, that fell info it. At length we

rejoined our Guide at the bottom of the hill, and found that he had

got rid of his head-ache: ho expressed hi; surprise at seeing us

return safe.

From every- probability, this Island must have been subject to

eruptions long before Iceland had any Inhabitants. One of the

annals states the first eruption, after it was peopled, to have

occured in the year 1004; and another chrpnicle asserts that the

one of 1029 was the third. But in general the histories of the

Country do not agree on this point: for from certain annals which

speak only of great eruptions, Mount Hecla appears to have under

gone no more than twelve; whjle ot'.iers contend that sixteen have

taken place. We, however, after attentive reading and careful

research, ascertained that it has experienced twenty-two erup

tions, without reckoning those of which the periods are uncer

tain, though many take them into the account; because the same
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eruption has sometimes lasted upwards of a year, or one has com

menced in Winter and continued till the succeeding Spring. Most

qf the annals of let-land agree in stating that the first known erup

tion of Mount Hecla took place between the years 1004 and 1006 ;

while the last overflow of its crater was in the year 1693. A fire

broke out among the surrounding lava in the year 1728.

In 1554 there were remarked several violent eruptions from tho

Mountains contiguous to Hecla on the northern side, and the fire

appeared for the last time in 1754 in the Java to the west of this

Volcano: the fire in question lasted throe days.

The intervals between the eruptions of Hecla are very unequal :

for from two to five or ten years sometimes scarcely pass in tran

quillity, while at others from fifty to sixty years occur between

two eruptions ; and in 1765 upwards of seventy years had elapsed

since the last fermentation; on which account the Inhabitants were

daily expecting an eruption more violent than ever.

In 1766 their fears were realized : for on the 5th of April an

approaching eruption was announced by earthquakes, and it beg.m

by an exhalation of smoke and llame ; while pebbles and large

stones were propelled to a prodigious distance. The fermentation

recommenced in 1767; and in 1768 flames still continued to risp

at night from the crater.

PHILOSOPHICAL PAPERS.

AN'SWER TO QUERIES 13, 14, 15, AND 16.

[Continued from Vol. XT, page 372]

JS the true cause of the saltness of the Sea well understood? If so,

what is tin; cause? Is rock-salt a concretion from Sea water ?

or, is the Sea water salt from the rock-salt which it dissolves,

and the other salts from tiie earth, which it imbibes? Is the

Sea salfcijt in high or low latitudes, in deep or shallow Seas :

Is it Salter at the surface during a Storm or in a Calm? „

TC'ROM the consequences wc may naturally infer that the salt-

ness of the Sea resulted from the necessity of preserving it from

putridity, and that it has been equally salt ab origine ; yet soma

have been weak enough to suppose that it has been gradually

increasing in saltness from the creation to the present time, which

would imply that it was originally fresh. That Sea water must

nave existed prior to fresh water is evident, it being the universal

source and grand reservoir whence all Springs, Fountains, and

Rivers proceed, and of course could have rpecived n,o fresh water,
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until it had first supplied the means. The wonder is no greater

that the Sea is and has been eternally what it is, than that the Sun

is hot and bright, the face of Nature green, and that Fountains and

River', that pervade various strata of the Earth, are fresh and

gweet. It has been the. prevailing opinion, that the Sea is salt from

the earthy salts which it has been perpetually dissolving, and from

the salts which Rivers carry into it. But if its saltness arose from

guch causes, Rivers should be salt from the same cause, yet we do

not iind that those of the greatest depth and greatest extent are in

the smallest decree brackish even at their mouths. Beside, is

admitting the above opinion, it would follow that shallow Seas,

covering a great extent, and especially those waters that wash the

Shores with so much violence, should be the saltest, if Sea water

derived its saltne«> from the. Earth ; whereas the reverse is known

to be the fact, and in high latitudes it is found to be salter than in

low, as shallow Seas are always found to be the freshest, though

not in the neighbourhood of any extensive River. A material

difference also prevails in the saltness of the Sea in different

latitudes. The water of the Baltic Sea is said to contain one sixty-

fourth part of its weight of Salt; that of the Sea between England

and Flanders, the thirty-second part; on the Coast of Spain, the

sixteenth part: and between the Tropics, from one eleventh to one

eighth part. This great difference in the saltness of the Sea, argues

the necessity for its being particularly so in hot climates, otherwise

putrefaction would ensue : and is conformable to the universal plan

of Nature, tlfat has adapted all things to their suitable climates.

The witness of the Baltic Sea would not preserve it from corrup

tion in the Torrid Zone. The Sea water over against Guinea, in

the Eth'opic Ocean, is said with once boiling to yield a white salt

as fine as sugar; which cannot be produced from the water of any

of the other Seas of Europe, without frequent boilings. This

extraordinary saltness of the Tropical Seas, may in some measure

refill i.otn the powerful effect of the Sun's vertical rays, which

exhale in vust abundance the fresh particles only, at the surface,

leaving (lie salt wholly behind ; very little or none of the vapour

thus rai^d from the Tropical Seas, or of that absorbed by the

\V inds which sweep the surface, returning to it either by rains or

dews, i he varieties in the saltness of tho Seas of different cli.

mates may therefore wholly arise from the influence of Sun and

>\ ind ; and consequently those Seas that emit least vapour, and

receive most fresh water, by rains, snows, and rivers, must un

doubtedly be least salt, and vice vertu.
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Sea water is very full of impurities, chiefly of the saline kind.

There arc three compound salts found iu Sea water; viz. first,

common salt, or a compound of muriatic acid and fossil alkali j

second, sal i ted magnesia, or a compound of muriatic acid and mag

nesia ; third, gypsum, or a compound of vitriolic acid and lime.

The proportion of these ingredients in Sea water brought from

the Cape of Good Hope, according to Bergman's analysis, in a

thousand parts, thirty-three of the first, nine of the second, and

one of the third, making about forty-three parts iu a thousand.

How these ingredients came to be in the Sea water, can only be

conjectured. JTo be continued.]

THE MARMENILL ; or, SEA MAN.

(From Olafskn and Povelsen's Travels.)

TETANY centuries have elapsed since authors first wrote about

A the, Marmenill. Torfaeus, in his " History of Norway,*' says,

that it is met with in Iceland; and Bishop Pontoppidan assures

usj in his " Natural History of Norway," Vol. Ii, page 302, that

there are several species of it. M. Stroem, in his " Sundmceschen,"

page 287, is very angry with those who will not believe in its

existence; and Childrey asserts it as a fact, that some Fishermen

caught one on the Coast of Suffolk in 1187, and that another wa*

taken in Yorkshire in 1635. It is said that two have been caught

in the Sea near Iceland: one when the Island first became inha

bited, which is r.ientioned in the Landnama Saga ; and the other

in 1733, near Talkkncfiord, in the Bailiwick of Bardestrand: and

it is likewise true, that there was found in the belly of a Shark an

animal that resembled a Man. All those who saw it did not doubt

for an instant that it was the body of a Marmenill, and not that of

a human being. M. VVernhard Gudmunscn, Curate at Ottrerdal,

which is situated in the same Bailiwick, gave us some very circum

stantial details of this ; and added, that if we desired it, he would

procure certificates from all the persons who had seen it. The

following is his account:—The lower part of the animal was

entirely eaten ; while the upper part, from the epigastric and hypo,

gastric region, was in certain places only half devoured, but in

others entirely : the sternum or breast-bone was perfect. This

animal appeared to be about the size of a Boy eight or nine years

old, and its head was formed like that of a Man. The anterior

surface of the occiput was very protuberant, and the nape of the

keck had a considerable indention or sinking. The alae of the ears
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were very large, and extended a good way back. It had front

teeth, which were long and of a conical form, as were also the

larger teeth : the eyes were like those of a cod-fish. It had on theT

head long, black, and hard hair, very similar to the FucusJttifor*

mis: this hair hung over its shoulders. Its forehead was large,

and round at top. The skin above the eye-lids was much wrink

led, scanty, and of a bright olive colour; which indeed was the

tint of the whole body. The chin was rather cleft at bottom ; the

shoulders were very high, and the neck uncommonly short. The

arms were of their natural size, and each hand had a thumb and

four fingers covered with flesh. Its breast was formed exactly

like that of a Man, and there were to be seen something like nip

ples (papilla); the back was also like that of a Man. It had very

cartilaginous ribs; and in parts where the skin had been rubbed

oil*, a black and coarse flesh was perceptible, very similar to that

of the Seal. This animal, after having been exposed abont a week

on the Shore, was again thrown into the Sea."

This is the history of the Marmenill, or Sea Man, in question.

If we reflect on the change which an animal undergoes on remain

ing some time in the belly of a Shark, whose propensity for human

flesh is well known (as entire corpses have been found in its body);

when we recollect, that in a short time this fish can travel avast

distance, and suddenly convey itself from one Shore to another:

and lastly, however little we consider that the imagination rcpre-

scnts every thing very different from what it actually is ; we are

almost induced to believe that this thing was a Man. But, on the

other hand, if the description be exact, it will be observed, that

neither the hair, teeth, nor fingers, resembled those of the human

species. It must also be remarked, that the Inhabitants of Iceland

always scrupulously collect and decently bury the corpses or limbs

which may be either thrown ashore by the Tide, or found in

whales and other large fish; and hence, those who saw the animal

in question would have made much hesitation in leaving it on the

Shore for a week, and afterwards throwing it into the Sea, unless

they had been convinced it was not the corpse of a human being.

ABSTRACT OF DE LALANDe's HISTORY OF ASTRONOMY

FOR THE TEAR 1804.

"J1HIS year is a« remarkable as 1801 and 1802, since it presents

us with the discovery of a new Planet. The circumstance was

accidental, it is true; bat it was prepared and directed by tb«
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labour* of an able observer. M. Harding wrote to me as follows,

on the 10th of November, from Lilienthal, near Bremen :—

** I had engaged in an undertaking, in which I had been occu

pied above a year. Every favourable night I composed a small

Atlas to represent the Zodiac of the two Planets recently discovered

by Messrs. Piazzi and Olbers. The smallncss of these two Planets,

which, in most of their positions, are only of the eighth or ninth,

magnitude, requires a perfect knowledge of all the small Stars that

are in this Zodiac. The celestial Charts hitherto published are not

sufficiently detailed, and cannot convey a knowledge, at the first

sight, of those two small Planets, because they represent no Stars

but what are of the seventh or eighth magnitude. This considera

tion induced me to compose more detailed Charts, to contain all

the Stars down to the ninth and tenth magnitudes ; an undertaking

which would formerly have been immense, but is now greatly

facilitated, since you have made Astronomers acquainted with fifty

thousand Stars which arc in your History of the Heavens.

" This enterprise, which procured nie a minute knowledge of

the starry firmament, furnished me with the opportunity of dis

covering the new Planet. On the 1st of September, comparing

the sheet of my little Atlas with the Heavens, I found, between

t No. 3 in Mayer's Catalogue, and a Star mentioned in your His

tory, another unknown Star, which I had never before seen in

that place. I marked it in my Chart as a Star having 2° 25' rigltf

ascension, and 30' of northern declination, without suspecting any

singularity. On the 4th of September this Star was gone, but at

2° of right ascension and 1' of northern declination, I observed

another Star, which I had not perceived three days before. 1

began to suspect a motion in the unknown Star, and the more

strongly, as I found neither of the two Stars marked in a Chart

drawn last year, though 1 had introduced into if Stars of a much

feebler light. 1 therefore hastened to observe it vt ith the micro

meter, to determine its position ; but a fog intervened, at the

moment when 1 had brought the Star to the field of my telescope.

I waited with impatience till the following day, and found that the

Star hail changed its place considerably. • The micrometer gave me

its position for llh. 12' 45' mean time, 1° 51' 51" right ascension,

and 1 1° 26'' south declination. After this observation, I no longer

doubted that it was a moveable Star, and perhaps a Planet ;

because, when seen by our largest telescopes, it had neither tail nor

nebulosity, so that it could not be a Comet. I hastened to apprise

Messrs. Olbers, Gauss, Bode, and Baron Von Zacb, of the cir-

X3at>. G&rotu OtoI.XIY. B R
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cumstance. The first commenced his observations the 7th of Sep

tember. I prosecuted mine till the 27th, when I was informed

that M. Von Zach had commenced a conrse of observations with

capital instruments."

After the receipt of this letter from M. Harding, I learned that

M. Gauss, an able Astronomer of Brunswick, had already thrice

calculated the Elements of the Orbit of this Planet. I shall pre

sently give a statement of the last. On the other hand, M. Burck

hardt at Paris communicated to us elements, which on the 23d of

November were so perfect, that they differed but little from those

of M. Gauss. M. Burckhardt continued to correct them till the

24th of December.

The following are the observations made by M. Burckhardt

at the Military School, and which he made use of to calculate the

Orbit:—

Mean Time at the Observatory, 1804 Right Ascension.
Southern Declina

tion.

h. ' »
o , *

——— 19, at 9 49 48

359 7 0,3

357 19 26,4

355 34 1,5

355 19 4.8

S57 12 80,

4 37 :);-.9

4 5 41,9

6 27 43.6

9 4 39,

10 43 0,4

10 .53 19,C

8 32 47,8

.V. Burckkardt. M. Gam%.

t r i s o /

5 21 6

13 5

5 20 47

13 20

7 21 18

29 25

2,620

4Y. 2M. 28 D.

0 19 40

7 22 49

28 57

2,657

4Y. 4 .M. 2D.

Longitude, September 23, at Noon 0 19 45

M. Messier and M. Bouvard at Paris, and M. Vidal at Mirepoix,

continued to observe it; and M. Burckhardt calculated an cphe-

meris, to enable Astronomers to discover it again, which, after a

few days of unfavourable weather, would be rather difficult on

account of its diminutive size.

The new Planets furnish Geometricians with a Tast field of

investigation. The perturbations which they experience must not

only be considerable, but they will be very complicated, and very
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difficult to be calculated, on account of their great eccentricities

and inclinations. Accordingly the Institute has made this the sub

ject of a Prize for the year 1805.

Besides the discovery of a Planet, the year 1804 is likewise dis

tinguished by that of a Comet. It is the 94th, and was discovered

by M. Pons, at Marseilles, on the 7th of March ; by M. Bouvard

at Paris, on the 1 ltli ; and by M. Olbers, at Bremen, on the 12th.

Its elements are as follow :—

.. 5s 26° 48'

60 29

28 44

Transit, 13th February. . . 14 a

... 1,07 12 direct movement.

The medal founded by de Lalande in 1802, was, on the 9th of

April, adjudged by the Institute to M. Piazzi, in consideration of

his excellent Catalogue of 6748 Stars. It is the second time that

this Prize has been decreed. It was given in 1803 to M. Olbers,

for the discovery of his Planet. A lover of Astronomy at Berlin

has deposited 400 francs in the hands of M. Bode, for the Author

of the most important astronomical dissertation which shall be

transmitted to him before the end of August 1805.

This year has likewise procured us another pleasure: I mean

the return of M. Uumboldt, who has brought back with him from,

his Travels an immense' quantity of observations.—In 1802 this

Gentleman went to Peru, ascended the Andes, visited Santa Fe de

Bogota, Quito^ Loxa, Guayaquil, Lima, Acapulco, and, in 1803,

Mexico. It is surprising to find that the situation of Mexico was

so inaccurately determined as to leave an uncertainty of two or

three degrees: he found the difference of the meridians to be

6h. 45' 20", and the latitude 19° *26' 2". Having made a great

number of excursions and observations in Mexico, he repaired to

the Havana, and afterwards to Philadelphia. At length, on the

4th of August, he arrived at Bourdeaux, with 40 chests of collec

tions, GOOO plants, a great number of maps, astronomical deter

minations of 240 places, 500 barometrical altitudes, physical obser

vations on the loadstone, on the temperament of the Earth and of

the Sea, on fifty-four Volcanoes, on the projected communication

of the two Oceans, and on the moral history of Man.

M. Humboldt highly extols the Spaniards. Their Navigators

are uncommonly clover in observations ; and he was astonished to

observe the degree of emulation, intelligence, and activity, which

prevailed among them. They expend considerable sums in instru
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mcnts ; and Spainfmay serve as a model to Nations the most

jealous with respect to Nautical Science.—The Tables of M. Men.

doza were attended with great expense, but they are extremely

useful.

General Sanson, who is at the head of the dcyit of War, ha«

complied with the desire of the Bureau of Longitude, to undertake

the mensuration of the degrees of longitude in France, from Stras-

burgh to Brest. M. Henry, who had given proofs of his talents at

Manheim, at Munich, and at Petersburg, set off on the 11th of

April. The 20th of July he began the mensuration of the base,

and on the 16th of September it was finished. It is 9780 fathoms.

He performed his operations with the admirable rulers of platina

employed by M. Dclambre for the bases of Perpignan and

Melun.

The Eclipse of the 11th of February was observed at Rome, at

Madrid, at Marseilles, and at Petersburg ; but the weather was

almost every where unfavourable.

M. Delambre has observed the solstices, and has obtained the

same results as the preceding yaar. The Winter solstice gives

6" more, taking Bradley's refractions.

On the 23th of May, 1804, I deposited at the Observatory the

MSS. and observations of Louville, Bougucr, Lucaillc, and

d'Agelet, that they might be added to those of Leinonnier.

At Geneva the Observatory has been 'restored to its former

state. Messrs. Picter, Maurice, and John Louis Pictct Mallet,

the Son of him who went to Kola, observed the occultation of the

Pleiades on the '20th of October.

The Elector of Bavaria is building an Observatory in the vicinity

of Munich; the spot chosen for which embraces an immense,

horizon. Professor Seyffcr, a celebrated Astronomer of Gottin-

gen, has been appointed Director of this Establishment.

Some rich Proprietors of Estates in Volhynia and the Ukraine

have raised contributions among themselves for the purpose of

establishing Lyceums at Kyremiuice, and at VV'innica, for the

Physical Sciences. They have purchased the library and instru

ments of the King of Poland. M. Sniadecki has received 12,000

francs for telescopes and pendulums ; and no expense will be

spared to have well-furnished Observatories.

M. Goldbach, an able Astronomer of Leipzig, regretted that he

was not able to devote himself entirely to the Science : I endea.

Toured to procure him an advantageous situation, in order to

attach him to it. At length M. Novosiltzoff, President of the
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Academy, and M. Murawieff, appointed him Professor at the

University of Moscow, with a salary of 6000 francs. lie is

charged to direct the construction of the new Observatory, to pro

vide it with instruments, to make the current observations, to

train to practical Astronomy such Pupils as shall possess the pre

paratory attainments, and to hold a course of Lectures on theore

tical Astronomy, either in French or German, in one of the

auditories of the University.

Several telescopes, by Cary, of different degrees of power, a

good astronomical pendulum, a chronometer by Arnold, and an

entire portable circle, a foot in diameter, had previously been pro

cured ; and another, three lectin diameter, by Kamsdcu's Successor,

was expected. M. Goldbach will therefore be provided with alt

the means of being useful to the Observatory of Moscow. The

Emperor of Russia still continues to manifest a desire for promoting

knowledge, and an attachment to men of letters. M. Goldbach

availed himself of his journey to determine the positions of several

Towns : among the rest that of Riga, la. 27' C", and 56° 57' 8*.

While M. Goldbach is establishing Astronomy at Moscow,

Messrs. Schubert and Wisniewski are occupied at the Observatory

of Petersburg, and give us reason to expect a series of observa

tions. The Academy has likewise engaged a Mechanic, named

Diencl, who will be useful to the Observatory.

In the East Indies, Mr. Lambton has measured an arch of the

meridian, with instruments by the celebrated llaiusdeu ; but we are

not yet acquainted with the result. It is his intention to measure

several degrees.

The Cunnoissance des Terns for the year 15, which appeared

towards the conclusion of this year, contains a great number of

tables, memoirs, observations, and calculations, by Messrs. de la.

Place, Deiambrc, &c.

Thv third Volume of Astronomical Essays, by J. J. Schriiter,

contains researches relative to the Planet Jupiter, to the rotation

of Mercury, and to Comets.

The eleventh Volume of the Italian Society contains a supple

ment to the catalogue of Stars by Cagnoli : a memoir by M. Piazzi,

on the obliquity of the ecliptic, the result of which agrees with that

fouud at Paris; the mean obliquity for 1800, 23° 27' 58" instead

of 5U*, for the Summer solstices, and smaller by i)" instead of 0" for

the Winter solstices. It likewise contains the observations of

Messrs. Chiminello and Cassella.

The printing of the Tables of the Sun, by M. Dclambre, has
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been commenced. In these are many new equations, all the

element!) of which have been verified by new observations. When

these Tables are finished, those of the Moon will be printed, and

afterwards those of the Planets.

M. Bode has published the Ephemerides for 1806; in which he

has introduced a great variety of original observations, from

diiTerent Astronomical Writers.

M. Harding has remarked very rapid alterations in the light of

the Planet Olbers; they were in general very perceptible in the

interval of 40' of time. He announces that M. Scbrbter and he

have always found the Ring of Saturn without rotation till the

moment of its disappearance.

M. Beiuenbcrg announces that he has seen Jupiter in broad day ;

and he mentions persons who can see Rcgulus, and others the

satellites of Jupiter, without telescopes.

M. Wurm has found the equation of the Sun by Venus to be

1 1° 6, and the size of Venus as 1,06 to the Larth ; but M. Bvlam-

bre, by a great number of observations, made it only 0/ 96. The

observations of Bradley and Maskelyue produced the same result.

[To be continued.]

iiafeal Reform.

FIFTH REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS

OF NAVAL INQUIRY.

[Fifth Report concluded from page 235.]

WITH a view to the recommending the placing the Receipt of

the Wages of Men dying in the West India Trade under the

direction of the Trustees and Directors of the Merchants' Seamen's

Hospitals at the several Ports, who collect their owu Revenue,

arising from a Duty of sixpence per month from Seamen ia the

Merchants' Service, and a moiety of the Run Men's Wages in the

African Trade, for the support of their Establishments, which

alone are benefited by the unclaimed Wages of Men dying in the

West India Trade, we examined Mr. William Oddy*, Secretary to

* The Examination of William Oddy, Esq., Secretary to the

Merchants' Seamen's Corporation; taken upon Oath 25th July,

1803.

Are you Secretary to the Merchants' Seamen's Corporation, established by Act

•f 20th C«o. U..»—Yes.
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the Merchants' Seamens' Corporation ; but, from the information we

obtained, we are inclined to think the Monies would not be so

well collected, and that the Merchants' Seamen's Hospitals are more

benefited at present than they would be if the business was placed

under their own direction.

How, and by whom, is the Sixpence per montli payable by Merchants' Seamen,

for the support of the old and disal led Seamen of the several Ports, collected ?—

By myself at the Port of London, and by Collectors appointed by the Trustees

at the several Out-Ports ; but there are some of the small Ports that make no

Collection,

Are not the Monies collected at the different Ports applicable only to the sup

port of the aged and infirm Seamen of the Port to which the Ships may belong?—

Yes; and likewise ihe Widows and Children of such as shall be killed, slain, and

drowned in the Merchants' Service.

How is the Moiety of the Wages of Run Men in the African Trade forfeited

to the Merchants' Seamen's Hospitals, by the Acts for the regulation of the Slave

Trade, collected, and paid over to the Hospital ?—By myself at the Port of

London ; and, I conceive, at the Out-Ports, in the same manner as the Six-

penny Duty.

The Act of the 33d Geo. Ill, cap. 73, directs that the Wages of Seamen dying

in the West India Trade shall be paid to the Receivers of the Sixpenny Dutv for

Greenwich Hospital ; and that such as may not be claimed by the Representa

tives within throe years, shall be forfeited and paid to the use of the Merchants'

Seamen's Hospital at the Port to which the Ship belongs ; or if there be no Sea

men's Hospital, to the Magistrates of the Couuty, to be distributed among the

old and disabled Seamen of the Port : as an allowance of five per cent, is made to

the Receivers at Liverpool and Bristol, and twelve and a half per cent, at the

other Out-Ports for the Collection of this Money, under the direction of the

Sixpenny Office, do you not conceive that this Revenue, as it forms a part of the

Funds lor the support of the old and disabled Merchants' Seamen, would be more

advantageously managed if placed under the Trustees and other Public Bodies

who have the manaii'-ment of the Seamen's Hospitals, or other Establishments for

the relief ef the old and disabled Seamen at the several Ports, and who must be

interested in the due collection of it; whereas the Sixpenny Office has no bene

ficial interest in it whatever?— I should think it would (*). See the note in

following page.

Do you apprehend that there arc Hospitals, or other Establishments, for the

support or relief of the old and disabled Merc! ants' Seamen at the several Ports in

Great Britain, that carry on a Trade in the West Indies '—There are, I conceive,

Establishments fur such purposes at all the Ports that carry on Trade with the

West Indies.

What Sums have been paid by the Sixpenny Office to the Merchants' Seamen's

Fund in the Port of London, on account of the unclaimed Wages of Men dying

in the West India Trade?— For the year I79S, I believe £.352 19s. Id.; and for

the year 1799, 361 6s. 4d.; out of which the Corporation gave the Receiver

of the Sixpenny Duty's Clerk a gratuity of ten guineas each year, for his trouble

in the Collection:

WILLIAM ODDV.

Charles M. Pole,

ffohti Ford,

llenry Xichollt.
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As the Wages are paid to the Representatives without my

deduction, and as the whole of the Commission on the Receipt i«

taker' from such Wages as remain unclaimed at the end of three

years, whereby the Sums payable to the Merchants' Seamen's Hos

pitals are onsiderably reduced, it occurred to us it night be

advisable to recommend, that the Commission allowrjd on the

C.>Mec ion • ight be deducted from the Monies received by the

Representatives; but as we find the Wages are frequently paid t«

them on the same day they are received by the Sixpenny Office,

and as they are generally Wives or Relations in indigent circum

stances, we are disposed to think the expense of the Collection had

bettej be defrayed, as it has hitherto been, from the Wages that

remain unclaimed.

. The Money in the hands of Air. John Rashleigh, the late

Receiver of the sixpenny Duty, on the 17th of May, 1K03, tbe

time of his decease, amounted to the Sum of thirteen thousand

seven hundred and twelve pounds sixteen shillings and eleven pence

halfpenny ; viz.

On account of the Sixpenny Duty, and the Moiety £. t. d.

of the Wages of Men deserting from Ships in

the African Trade 5,961 13 9

On Account of the Wages of Men dying in the

West India Trade 7,751 3 1\

£. 13,712 16 llf

The former Sura was paid by the Executor of Mr. Rashleigh to

the Treasurer of Greenwich hospital, on the 28th of May and the

2Sth of July last, and the latter remains in the hands of his

Executor, subject to the claims of the Representatives of such

deceased Seamen, for three years ; and at the end of that term, the

Addition made to the foregoing Examination, by desire oj this

Examinant, the %blh of July, 1S03.

(•) Upon reconsideration, I should think it will be better collected by the

Sixpenny Office, as all the Masters coniiiia; to the Port of London arc obliged to

pay the Sixpenny Duty to Greenwich Hovpiial, by which means the Sixpenny

Office has the opportunity ot iiiterrusHyiig all the Masters as to the amount of the

Dead Men's Wages ; hut as such M isters of Ships only as belong to the Port p»y

•o the Merchants' Seamen's Fund, such only would be interrogated by us.

WILLIAM ODDY.

Charles M. Polt.

John Ford.

Henry Nicholls. ^_



COMMISSIONERS OF NAVAL INQUIRY. 313

Sums remaining unclaimed must be paid to the Merchants' Seamen's

Hospitals by him, according to the provisions of the Act, unless ho

should be induced to pay over to Mr. Rashleigh's Successor the

amount of Dead Men's Wages in his hands, on receiving a Bond

of Indemnity, as it appears the present Receiver of the Sixpenny

Duty cannot, as the Law now stands, give a leg il discharge for

such Money; but we are of opinion it is highly expedient, that,

upon the demise or removal of a Receiver, the Sum of Money in

his hands at the time should be paid over to his Successor in Office,

it being evidently the intention of the Legislature that the Wages

should be paid to the Receiver in his official, and not in his private

capacity, as otherwise the object of security might be defeated,

and the Representatives would have to seek for an Individual,

instead of applying at a Public Office for the Monies due to

them.

The Monies paid into Greenwich Hospital in the year 18Q2 by

the Receiver of the Sixpenny Duty, amounted to twenty-two

thousand seven hundred and fifty-eight pounds five shillings and

one penny ; but the Receipt of that year was swelled beyond its

usual amount by the paying off the armed Vessels in Government

Service, and by the return of the Transports from abroad, which

were several years in arrear to the Sixpenny Office. On an average

of the last twenty years there has been paid in the Sum of thirteen

thousand seven hundred and thirty-six: pounds and live pence, and

the average of the Salaries and incidental expenses of the Establish.

meat during that time has been one thousand four hundred and

two pounds two shillings and ten pence.

The Receiver* makes his payments to Greenwich Hospital of

* The Examination of Edward Bate, Esq., Deputy Treasurer

of Greenwich Hospital; taken upon Oath 25M July, 1 803.

At what time does the Receiver of the Duty of Sixpence per Man per month

from the Seamen in the Merchants' Service to Greenwich Hospital, pay over the

Suras received by him on that account?—He makes his payments eight times

within the year, oti the 28th of the following months ; January, March, April,

May, July, August, October, and November, unless they should happen to bo

holidays.

Has the Receiver been regular in his payments at the periods which you have

stated?—Uniformly so.

At the times of making such payments, did the Receiver pay over the whole

amount of the Duty then in Ins hands, or what proportion of it lias it been usual

to allow him to retain?—He makes his payments one under the other, always

holding two months' receipts in his hand.

Watt, ffljion. 8UI.XIV. s s

\
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the Money received by him at i thin the year, by eight instal.

ments; viz.

On the 28th of April, the Receipt of the Port of London for the

months of January and February.

28th of May, the Receipt of the Port of London for the

month of March, and the Receipts from the Out-Ports

for Lady-day Quarter.

28th of July, the Receipt for the Port of London for the

months of April and May.

28th of August, the Receipt of the Port of London for the

month of June, and the Receipt from the Out-Ports for

Midsummer Quarter.

28th of October, the Receipt for the Port of London for

July and August

28th of November, the Receipt of the Port of London for

the month of September, and the Receipts from the

Out-Ports for Michaelmas Quarter.

28th of January of the following year, the Receipt of the

' Port of London for the months of October and Novem-

ber.

28th of March, the Receipt of the Port of London for the

Month of December, and the Receipts from the Out.

Ports for Christmas Quarter ; the Receipts from Giiern.

sey, Jersey, and the Ports abroad for the year ; and the

Deposits and Forfeitures received at the Port of London

within the year.

And on the 28th of March in each year, the Receiver deliren

What account docs ihe Receiver of the Sixpenny Duty render to the Treasurer

of Greenwich Hospital, at the lime of making his periodical payments?—lie ren

ders no account to the Treasurer.

At what period h;,s it been usual for the Receiver to pay over the Moiclj of

Run Men's Wages in the African Trade, forfeited to Greenwich Hospital bj ibt

Acts for regulating the Sjlavc Trade ?—I cannot say.

Are there any, and what deduction!*, ruaile from the Sixpenny Duty, other tliai

the charge on the Collection at the Out-Ports, and the salaries and incidental

expenses of the Sixpenny Office?—I cannot say; it is not in my Department.

The Treasurer has nothing to do with the Accounts of the Receiver of the Sispesny

Office; they are examined by I lie Hoard of Directors, and referred to the

Auditor for further examination.

K. BATE.

Charles M. Pole.

John Ford.

Henry Xkkolls.
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an annual Account of his Receipts* and Disbursements, with

Vouchers for the latter, to the Directors of Greenwich Hospital;

but the only Check upon his Receipts is a Certificate given on the

Account, by the Accountant and Comptroller, that he has duly

charged himself with all Sums received on account of the Hos

pital.

In this account the gross produce of the Hospital Revenue is not

stated, with the several charges of Collection ; but simply a nett

• An Account of Money received by John Rashleigh, Esq., appointed by the Kight

Hon. the Lord? Commissioners of the Admiralty, Receiver of the Duty of Six

pence a Man per month out ol Merchants' Seamen's Wages, for the use of the

Royal Hospital at Greenwich; between the 1st January 1802, and the 31st

December following, both days included; viz.

* NAMES of the PORTS. SUM.

£. 5. d. £. t. i.

0

12.S73 7 7

1

10

3

22 18 6

53 2 3

Bidford 1

0

1

7

0

0

3

0

4

0

4

0

3

11

3

a

0

2

4,

1

<>3

9

10

0

Carried o\ 41 12,373 7 7
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Sum, as tlie amount of the Sixpenny Duty is placed against th«

NAMES or the TORTS. SUM.

£. »• <*• £■ •■ d.

490 3 8

12,373 7 7

7 10 2

26 1 2

31 13 11

16 15 6

3,090 13 5J

20 6 9

14 8 10

58 18 2

3 1 5

4 0 0

3 12

4 8 8

4 10

7 9 6J

£. 8,162 4 10 §

North Britain. 4..

10,250 18 104,

J- 28,624 6 H
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names of the several Ports in England, with the amounts of the

Collection in Scotland and Ireland, without any notice of Run

Men's Wages, or the Commission on Dead Men's Wages; and, in

NAMES op Tiir PORTS. sir M.

AMERICAN PORTS.

£■

22,62-1
*,

c

d.

H

£■ a, d.

0 0

it 9

15 6*

19

Halhfax 19 10

Jamaica f Port Antonlo
16

13

0

8*

10 3

18

5 0

0 0

19 54

0 0

3 10

0 0

2 4}

St. John's, Prince Edward's Island 2 0

4 *

0 0

0 0

16 9

0 0

553 13 SI

370 u Qti J

1 Q 1 'I A\o I O

1 ft

V

1U o

d .'4,225 i* **

The above, amounting to twenty-four thousand two hundred and twentv-fivt

pounds twelve shillings and four pence rarthinqr, is what we find, on examining our

books, to be chargeable on John Rashleigh, E«q., between 1st January 1802, and

the 31st December following, both days included.

Dated—Receiver's Office for Greenwich Hospital on Tower Hill,

this 31st March 1803.

JOHN CLEVELAND, Accountant,

JOHN BEVERLEY, Comptroller.
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order to magnify the Receipts in the Port of London, it has been

the practice since the year 17(56, to deduct the amount of the

salaries and incidental charges of the Sixpenny Office from the

Monies collected at the Out-Ports, without stating in the account

ihat it was so deducted.

By the mode of payment to Greenwich Hospital before stated,

there is always left in the hands of the Receiver and his Deputies

the amount of tvro months' Collection ; but the balance of the

Receiver, at the time of making four of his payments, is suffered

to accumulate to the amount of four months' Collection, and in

the others to three.

As we sec- no reason why the Receiver should make his payments

voder specific heads, we recommend that he do in future pav over

to the Treasurer of Greenwich Hospital, on th? first dav of every

month, the. amount of money in his hands on account; and that he

do make up his annual accounts, as at present, to the 31st of

December, and pay over the remaining balance, if any, on the 28th

of March in each year.

From what is before stated, it will have been ^observed, that the

Accounts rendered to Greenwich Hospital by the Commissioners

of the Sixpenny Duty are fallacious, inasmuch as no notice what

ever is taken of the Moiety of Run Men's Wages in the African

Trade, or of other forfeitures and penalties at the Out-Ports, nor

of the Sums that have been advanced or repaid on account of t ha

Commission on Dead Men's Wages in the West India Trade; and

by not noticing the periods to which the Deputies have made their

payments, the Directors of the Hospital must be led to suppose

they are not rcry much in arrcar; we therefore recommend, that

the Receiver of the Sixpenny Duty, in his annual account to

Greenwich Hospital, do state each particular head of Receipt, wifh

the gross amount of the Sums collected, and the expenses thereon,

and that he detail the Receipts of the Ports of Scotland and

Ireland the same as those of England, noting the time against each

Port to which the Duties have been paid up, by which means the

Director and Auditor of Greenwich Hospital will be enabled to

notice any improper charges or allowances, to compare the Receipts

of one year with another, under each particular head, and to

direct their attention to any Branch of the Revenue of the Hos

pital which they may think badly collected.

On considering the Establishment of the Office, and the duties to

be performed, we are of opinion, that two Commissioners are

fully adequate to conduct the business ; one to be Receiver, as at
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present, and the other a Check upon the Receiver, under the de

nomination of Comptroller.

As the proper Collection of the Hospital Revenue, and the due

accounting for the same, must depend on the ability and assiduitjr

of these Officers, the necessity for efficient Persons being selected

to fill the situations must lie apparent; and we recommend that

constant personal attendance be required of them, as we conceive,

that with proper attention on their part to the Collection of tha

Duty in the Port of London, and to the conduct of the Deputy

Receivers, the Revenue of Greenwich Hospital may be consider

ably increased.

The Salaries which we think maybe proper to be allowed to tha

Officers aud Clerks are as follow ; and we are of opinion, that

jeach Clerk should take an affidavit, that he will not directly or in-

directly receive any Fee, Gratuity, Perquisite, or Emolument, in

any shape whatever, for the execution of his Duty, other than th«

Salary allowed him.

PRESENT ESTABLISH?!!!!*. » PHOP0SED ESTABLISHMENT.

Three Commissioners—one

mt £. 300, one at £. 200,

First Clerk to Receiver . . S50 O f

Jirst Clerk to Receiver V,i 10 0 Second ... .do 100 0 0

Clerk to the ComptrolJer . 150 0 H

£,BH0 O 0 .£.1,330 0 0

The other Persons on the estai.h«hment

ol Che Office to be paid as at present.

By the Salaries we have proposed, an increase of Expense to

Greenwich Hospital will appear to be incurred of 470/. a year;

but we apprehend, that the additional Revenue which the Hospital

will derive from a vigilant Superintcndance of its Receipt, if pro-

per Persons be appointed, will more than compensate for this E*.

pense: and besides, the Reduction of the Commission of the

Deputy Receiver at Liverpool, say to live per cent, on the Receipt

of the Sixpenny Duty, and on Run Men's W ages, w ill produce a

saving of at least three hundred pounds a year ; the Hospital will

likewise be a gainer of one hundred pounds a year by the Com.

mission of two and a half per cent, proposed to be charged on the.
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Receipt of D 'ad Men's Wages at the Port of London ; and by par

ing up the Monies collected monthly, we conceive that Greenwich

Hospital will derive an interest therefrom, more than equal to the

remainder of the Expense.

The Receiver, in addition to his Salary, will have the advantage

of a house, and must necessarily have a considerable Sum of Money

in his hands, arising from the Receipt of the Wages of Men dying

in the West India Trade.

As we have proposed a Reduction in the Establishment of th«

Office, it might be expected we should recommend that the Salaries

of the Persons removed should be continued to them during life; but

as such Compensation is only justifiable on the ground of long and

faithful services, we do not feel ourselves, in the present case,

warranted in making such a proposal ; more especially as the

Money, if so appropriated, must be drawn from a Fund destined

for charitable purposes, whereby Seamen who have exposed their

lives in the defence of their Country, might be deprived in Age

and infirmity of that relief and support to which they may event

ually be entitled from long Services and Acts of personal In

trepidity.

CHA. M. POLE, (£. S.)

EWAN LAW, (L.S.)

JOHN FORD, (L. S.)

OfKrt of Naval Inquiry, HENRY NICIIOLLS, (L.S.)

Ao. -'4. (ireut Gtorgc Street,

9th August, 1803.

[To be continued.]

NAVAL LITERATURE.

An Account of a Voyage to establish a Colony at Port Philip in

Ban's Strait, on the South Coast of New South Wales, in

His Majesty't Ship Calcutta, in the Years 1802, 1803, and

1804. By J. H. TuckeYj Esq. First Lieutenant of tke

Calcutta. 8vo. pp. 238. 1S05.

"^TARIOUS causes having operated to induce Government to

employ King's Ships in transporting Convicts to New

South Wales, the Glatton was fitted out for that purjwse, and

sailed for Port Jackstm in September 1802. The Calcutta,
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another Ship of the same class*, to which Mr. Tuckey was

appointed, was intended to pursue a similar route, and was

commissioned in October following ; but, while fitting out, a

change was made in her destination, and she ultimately sailed

for Bass's Strait, there to establish a new Colony. She cleared

the Chaunel on the 29th of April, 1 803, and proceeded on hei

Voyage. As Mr. Tuckey informs us, in his dedication +, "the

Calcutta's Vojage was never intended to be a Voyage of Dis

covery; and, from the nndeviating route which she pursued, it

was particularly barren of events which could lead to scientific

observations." The Calcutta, accompanied by the Ocean, a

Merchant Ship laden with Stores for the use of the new Settle

ments, anchored before Sunta Cruz on the 17th of May, and

having taken in water, and procured a supply of wine, sailed

again on the 21st. Mr. Tuckey considers that, in its present

state, Santa Cruz could scarcely make a successful defence

against a well-conducted Coup de Main, as the Fortifications

are in ruins, and as the Garrison consists of a mere rabble. A

single Line of Battle Ship might silence the Battery which de

fends the Pier.

A shot from this Battery (says our Author) pursued its too

unerring course, and deprived the Navy of the brave fiowen, at

the same time that it took otF the arm of Nelson. In the Church

of Neustra Senora de Constantia is suspended the Union Flag»

left behind by Nelson in the unsuccessful Attack on the Island in

1799. It was pointed out to us with every mark of national pride

by our Conductor, who, after a long harangue on the courage of

their Troops, was drily requested by an English Officer to be par

ticularly careful of this trophy of their prowess, for that Nelson

might probably one day return and call for it.

From the Cape Verd Islands, the Calcutta proceeded to Rio

Janeiro, which enabled Mr. Tuckey to collect some interesting

• The Calcutta and Glatton, fitted exactly alike, were armed enJiute, having

only 18 guns on the upper deck ; rigged as 56 gun Ships, with a complement of

170 Men.

t To Sir F. J Hartwetl, Kt. one of the Honourable the Commissioners of His

Majesty's Navy.

m\>. apron. iBtl.XIV. t t
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particulars respecting the Population, Manners, Diseases, Sec.

of the Brasilians. He informs us that, at Rio Janeiro,

On the importation of a Cargo of Negroes, they are christened

previous to their sale : for this purpose, they are marched to a

Churchyard, and separated into as many 'groupes as there are

different names to be given : the Priest standing in the middle of

each groupe, flourishes a' broom dipped in holy water over their

heads, until they are all well sprinkled, and, at the same time,

bawls out to them what their name is to be.

Having passed the Cape, it was intended to make the Island

of St. Paul, in order to verify the Chronometers, which were

at that time no less than six decrees a-head of the reckoning;

but night coining on, and the Wind blowing fresh and fair, the

Calcutta ran past it. Mr. Tuckey here mentions, in a Note,

the follow ing unusual failure of a Chronometer :—

The Chronometers on board were constructed by Mr. Sludge,

No. 8, and No. 12. The rate given in England continued with

out variation to Tristan d'Acunha, but in the run from thence to

the Cape we found an error of half a degree of longitude; that is,

a loss of tw o minutes of time. On the 29th of August, No. 8

stopped without any apparent cause, and the next day resumed its

going ; this'' prevented any dependence being placed on it for the

rest of the Passage. At Port Philip and Port Jackson the rate*

•were again ascertained by daily observations, and they continued

to agree until a;'ffew days alter leaving Fort Jackson, when No. 8

again stopped. N«. 12 agreed perfectly with the landfall of Cape

Horn, but on our 'arrival at Rio Janeiro we found an error of 75

miles of longitude to"4he westward, being a loss of five minutes of

time trom Port Jacfoort to llio, for the given longitude of Cape

Horn could not be depended on.

On the 10th of October, 1803, the Calcutta made King

Island ; and on the fullomng morning she entered the Harbour

of Port Phihp. ,,? '.

The week following our arrival at Port Philip (sap Mr.

luckey) was occupied in scar-chiug lor an eligible place to fix the

Settlcm»nt> As it was of the greatest consequence that (his

should be of easy access to Shipp.ng,' the Shores near the Mouth

of the Port were tirst examined : there, to our great mortification,

we observed a total want of iresh water, and found the Soil so ex
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tremely light and sandy, as to deny all hopes of successful Cultiva

tion. As it was, however, determined to land the People, a

small Bay, eight miles from the Harbour's Mouth, was pitched

upon for that purpose; where, by sinking casks, water of a

tolerable quality was procured, and here the Ca>"p was pitched ;

and on the 16th of October the Marines and Convicts were land

ed, while the Ships immediately began to discharge their Cargoes.

Several interviews with the Natives took place. They came

to the Boats entirely unarmed, and without the smallest degree

qf apprehension. Presents of blankets, biscuit, &.c. were given

to thwii, with which, except in one instance of trivial theft,

they departed satisfied and inoffensive.

A careful survey of the Port Laving been made, the following

descriptive particulars are given:—

Port Philip is in the bottom of a deep Bight between Cape

Albany, Otway, and Point Schank. Coming from the westward,

the Port may be known by a single blurt' Headland without trees,

rising from low land, thickly wooded about four leagues to the

westward of the entrance, to which we gave the name of Whalc

ihcadj from its resemblance to that fish. The prevalence of south

erly Winds renders Port Philip easily accessible ; but in the same

proportion the egress is difficult ; for Point Schank bearing S. K.,

and Cape Otway S. W., it is obvious that with the Wind at south

a Ship would not clear either, and the heavy Swell that constantly

tumbles on the Coast between Port Philip and Western Port, will

often render it impossible (particularly in light Winds) to keep o If

the Shore, which here presents a continued Barrier ot itock, that

denies the smallest hopes of escape to those dashed upon it.

The appearance of the Country at first indicated ri isitfuhiess

and plenty ; but, on examination, the Soil was found to be

extremely unfavourable to Vegetation. This, and the scarcity

of water, rendered it necessary to determine on removing tlie

Colony to a more eligible situation, which w as at length found

on the River DarwenT, whither the Convicts were conveyed,

the New Settlement receiving the name of Hobart. Previously

to this, however, a Skirmish had taken place with the Natives,

in which one of them was killed, and two or three wounded.

A spirit of plunder, on the part of those Savages, who had as
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sembled to the amount of two hundred, occasioned this unfortu

nate circumstance.

The remainder of the Calcutta's Voyage (observes Mr.

Tuckey,) was almost totally barren of incident, either to amuse or

instruct. She sailed from Port Philip the ISth of December, and

passing through Bass's Straits, without experiencing any difficul.

ties, arrived at Port Jackson the 26th. Here she took in a Cargo

of Ship Timber (about 600 logs), and sailed again on the l"th of

March, 1801 ; passed to the southward of New Zealand, which

was seen on the 29(h : doubled Cape Horn on the 27th of April,

and arrived at Rio de Janeiro on the 22d oi" May. thus accomplish

ing a Voyage round the World, discharging and receiving a Cargo,

in eleven months.

We cannot close trrs Perfonnar.ee v* ithout observinj:, that

we have derived great pleasure from its perusal. It is written

with much elegance, and in a very animated style.

A Voyage round the World, in the Years 1800, 1801, 1802,

1803, and 1801; in zshich the Author visited the- principal

Islands in the Pacific Ocean , and the Euglih Settlements of

Port Jackson and NouroLii Island, liy Joun Tuiinbill,

3 vols. 12mo. 1805.

rJ^"HIS Performance indicates much modesty on the part of

the Author, whose Voyage was undcita'-.en on a commer

cial Speculation. "The principal part of his observations,*

says the Writer, speaking in the third person, " are routined

within the Tropics, particularly the Society and Sandwich

Islands, where the Reader will perceive a wonderful contrast in

the genius and dispositions of the two Nations. Whilst the

Sandwich Islanders arc making rapid advances towards Civiliza

tion and a knowledge of the mechanical Arts, the Natives of

the Society Islands, for whom Nature may be said to have ex-i

erted ber utmost efforts, by a strange perversion of her Laws,

have lifted up a high hand to counteract her intentions."

The nautical information to be found in these Volumes is very

scanty j but the Author's observations on Men and Manners, as
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they relate to the Inhabitants of these distant Regions, are

more minute and interesting than any that have been before

published.

A Description of the Island of St. Helena ; containing Observa

tions on its singular Structure and Formation ; and an Account

of its Climate, Natural History, and Inhabitants. J2mo.

1805.

rJ~,H E Title of this Volume, which is with much propriety

dedicated to the Court of East India Directors, sufficiently

informs the Reader of its contents. A principal object of the

Author is, to prove that the Island is of volcanic origin.

Voyage to, and Travels through, the four principal Islands in the

African Seas, performed by Order of the French Government,

during the Fears 1801 and 1802, icith a N/irrative of the Pas.

sage of Captain Baudin to Pout Louis in the Maubitius.

By J. B. G. M. Bory dg St. Vincent, Officer of the Staff,

and Chief Naturalist on board le Naturalist Sloop of IVar, in

the Expedition of Discovery, commanded by Captain Baudin,

1803.

" 'jpHE Title page," observes the Translator of this Work,

" sufficiently explains the Character in which the Author

of the following Travels was employed by the French Govern

ment. The account he has given of his Mission is chiefly

valuable as a collection of important Facts. What he saw, he

has described with perspicuity, and, without pronouncing any

positive opinion himself, has left it to the learned to decide on

the Questions which his Observations have suggested."

This account is tolerably fair ; but it should have been ad

mitted that, as a Man, M. de St. Vincent is an abominable ego

tist ; and, as a Frenchman, his national vanity and boasting are

ridiculous in thr extreme.

The researches, however, of this volatile Frenchman will be

highly acceptable to the respective Classes of Naturalists ; and

to the mere nautical Header will afford some occasional amuse*

pieut and information.
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The'Hearfs remote recesses to explore,

And touch it's Springs, when Prose avail'd no more.

■ FlLCOSE*.

THE following Ballad, by the late William Cowper, Esq., pub.

lished by Mr. Hayley, in the Appendix to his Life of that Poet,

(Vol. II, page 299), was founded on an Anecdote which the

Author met with in the Buckinghamshire Herald, for Saturday,

June 1, 1793, in the following words :—

•> Oktgtic, 3% 23.

" In a block, or pulley, near the head of the mast of a G abort now lying at the

Broomielaw, there is a Chaffinch's Nest and tour Eggs, Tne Nqst was built

while the Vessel lay at Greenock, and was followed hither by both Birds. Though

the block is occasionally lowered for the inspection of the curious, th; Birds haw

not forsaken the Nest. The Cock however visits the Nest but seldoiq, while lit

Hen never leaves it, but when she descends to the hulk for food."

1 |N Scotland's Realm, where Trees are few,

Nor even Shrubs abound,

But where, however bleak the view,

Some better things arc found:

For Husband there, and Wife may boast

Their union undenTc! ;

And false ones are as rare almost,

As Hedge-rows in the Wild.

In Scotland's Realm, forlorn and bare,

This Ilist'ry chane'd of late,

This Hist'ry of a wedded Pair,

A Chaffinch and his Mate.

The Spring drew near, each felt a breast

With genial instinct fill'd ;

They pair'd! and only wish'd a Nest,

But found not where to build.

The Heaths uncover'd, and the Moors,

Except with Snow and Sleet;

Sea beaten Rocks and naked Shores

Could j it-Id them no retreat,

Long time a breeding place they sought,

Till both grew yex'd and tir'd ;

At length a Ship arriving, brought

The good so long desir'd ;
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A Ship ! Could such a restless thing

Aflbrd them place of rest ?

Or was the Merchant charg'd to bring

The harmless Birds a Nest?

Hush ! Silent Hearers profit most:

This Racer of the Sea

Prov'd kinder to them than the Coast,

It serv'd them with a Tree.

But such a Tree ! 'twas shaven Deal,

The Tree they call a Mast ;

And had Ahollow with a Wheel

Through which the Tackle pass'd.

Within that Cavity aloft

Their roofless Home they fixt ;

Form'd with materials neat and soft.

Bents, wool, and feathers mixt.

Four iv'ry Eggs soon pave its floor,

. With russet specks bedight :

The Vessel weighs—forsakes the Shore.

And lessens to the sight.

The Mother Bird is gone to Sea,

As she had chang'd her kind ;

But goes the Mate ? Far wiser he

Is doubtless left behind.

No! Soon as from ashore he saw

The winged Mansion move:

He flew to reach it, by a law

Of never-failing Love !

Then perching at his Consort's side,

Was briskly borne along ;

The Billows and the 'Blasts defied,

And cheer'd her with a Song,

The Seaman with sincere delight,

His teather'd Shipmate eyes,

Scarce less exulting in the Sight,

Than when he tow*- a Prize :



NATAL POETKY,

For Seamen much bclieTC in signs,

And from a chance so new,

Each some approaching good divines.

And may his Hopes be true !

Hail ! honour'd Land ! a Desert, where

Not even Birds can hide;

Yet Parent of this loving Pair,

Whom nothing could divide :

And ye, who rather than resign

Your matrimonial plan ;

Were not afraid to plough the Brine,

In company with Man :

To whose lean Country, much disdain

We English often show ;

Yet from a richer, nothing gain

But wantonness and wo :

Be it your fortune, year by year,

The same resource to prove;

And may ye, sometimes landing here,

Instruct us how to love !

PAN I forget the look she gave,

￼When Passion seal'd the parting token ?

Her lily hand she thrice did wave,

But ne'er the faintest word was spoken.

Can I forget that chasten'd smile,

Which veil'd a heart o'ercharg'd with sorrow

Yet my wild anguish to beguile,

E'en Joy's fair semblance tri'd to borrow.

Can I forget the trembling tear

That ssem'd to say we part for ever;

And plainly told the hidden fear,

That Fate the bands of Love would sever ?

THE SAILOR.

A SONG.

(From Mia Temple's Poems.)
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0 ncctar'd lip ! that once was mine,

Sweet form that haunts my fev'rish slumbers ;

Dear face that mem'ry owns divine,

E'en all the charms my fancy numbers !

At length I viow'd my native Shore ;

'How wildly then my gay heart bounded !

1 Hew to meet my Love once more;

Her name through every Grove resounded.

Her name—alas ! 'twas all remain'd,

'Twas all the envious Fates had left me!

No more by darkling woes detain'd,

She lied—and oh '. of peare bereft me.

THE SAILOR'S FAREWELL.

(From Carey's " Seign of Fancy.")

TO Sea-born Gales, that fan the rippling Tide,

Lo! Commerce spreads the bellying canvass wide

With breast that softly heaves, and Pennons gay,

She courts the Winds to waft her on her way.

Hark! the symphonious strains of music swell,

The Sailor sighs and sings a long farewell.

" Farewell the chalky Cliffs of Britain's Isle,

Farewell to love and Anna's angel smile!

Adieu ! the wild-wood bowers that plcas'd my youth,

.That witness'd to my vows of endless truth;

That oft have heard the song of other days,

That fondly warbled in my Anna's praise.

Ah ! many a setting Sun shall gild the Main,

Ere I shall taste your genuine sweets again:

Yet, oft as evening sheds its watery gleam,

On morning shoots afar its purple beam,

Whither we stem far-distant Gambia's Wave

With daring prow, or polar terrors brave,

Still, still on you the anxious thought shall dwell,

Ye genuine sweets that now I bid farewell.

JGa*. extern. doI.XIV.
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(September—October.)

RETROSPECTIVE AND MISCELLANEOUS.

^jpHE energy of Europe seems at length to be roused against the furiouj and

malignant Corsican ; who, to do him justice, possesses a most notable method

of calling darkness I ig ht, and tight darknas. All Nations who do not side with this

Taunting and threatening Adventurer, are called Pirates eternal Enemies of the

Continent, or by any other term, which may gratify the disappointed fury of an

Usurper's mind. We sincerely hope that a League which has been formed as

the soundest Principles of the Law of Nations, will he rigidly and uniformly sup

ported ; and that the Blessings of a long and lasting Peace will succeed tha

Thunder Siorm which is ready to hurst on Napoleon.

Buonaparte, like another Hichard the Third, hesitates not at any thing whica

seems to offer a more prompt execution of the Plans he has in view. Utterly

devoid of Religion, and consequently of Principle, he yet, like Richard, talks of

nothing else. One would think that the Prayer Book and the Scales of Justice

were continually before him : whilst Talleyrand, like another Buckingham, plays

the Jackall to this rapacious Monster.

According to Letters from Lubec, a part of the Russian Fleet of Man of War

and Transports was to sail from Cronstadt for Revel on the ¥3d of October: and

we also learn, that a part of the Danish Navy is tilting out at Copenhagen. Pre

parations arc also making at Croncnburgb, and a number of Sailors have received

erdcrs to repair thither.

At home, the venerable Lord Barham, like another Nestor, directs the avenging

Power of the British Trident : and we sincerely wish, that the effect of his Wis

dom and nautical Experience may be allowed to act, uninfluenced and unchecked

by any of the other Departments of Government. We allude to the Catamaran

Story of a Brig, which was anchored abreast of Walnier Castle, and blown le

atoms without any noise, or any appearance of Fire.—Our Seamen bave no need

oflnferna.'s. Good old plain British fighting, such as has been practised by aa

Howe, an Hood, a Duncan, and a N elson, and by others like I hem. and equal la

Ihem when opportunity shall so otter, is worth all the Iufernals that ever cams

from the Eaf'crs. Let us, in the name of sound Policy, and Principle, lend sock

Engines of Destruction to Napaleon.

An Order of Council has been signed for altering the mode of dividing Prist

Money in the Navy. The old method of dividing the net produce of a Capture

into eight parts is to be discontinued ; and in future it will be divided into a hun

dred, to be disposed of in certain proportions.

In addition to the iapid augmentation of the two and three-decked Ships and

frigates which our Navy lias recently experienced, I^ord Barbasn has built,

equipped, and commissioned the following Hoops of War, a class oi Ships muca

wanted in the Service, and all of wliicli were put upon the Slocks since the be

ginning of April last :—

Wizard, Id guns, Captain Edward Palme; Star, 16, Captain Simpson; Ravrav

»#> Captain Brown ; Oberon, Id, Capum Busbby ; Kite, 16, Captain Jam.**.
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A former Order of Council, which prevented Masters in the Royal Navy from

being made Lieutenants, is rescinded ; and this regulation will, in the opinion of

Officers of high distinction, be of material use in the Service. It is a fact that

deserves to be noticed, that there is not, at this moment, a single instance of a

Master who is bringing up his Son with a view to his being a Master.

There arc now about three thousand Artificers in Plymouth Dock-Yard, who

"work with a zeal unprecedented. The Caledonia, the largest Ship ever built in

this Country, has been in nine months brought as forward as sonic former Shipl

have in almost as many years ; and the number of Ships repaired, and now under

repair, is unprecedented. ,

In the Skirmish which took place some time ?jo between the English and French

Fleets, at the entrance of Brest Harbour, the latter suffered much more than fh«

French Papers were permitted to acknowledge. The Alexander, which was

nearly cut off, lost 47 Men ; the Impetucux, 35 : and the Foudroyanl, 18 : in all

100 Men.

Letters from Lisbon state, that the differences between Admirals Gravina and

Villeneuve have extended throughout the two Fleets. Upon their arrival at

Cadiz, Admiral Gravina applied for a Court Martial, that he might account for the

loss of the two Ships that were captureil by the English. This was refused ; but

as a proof that his Court approved of his conduct, he was appointed Commander

in Chief of all the Spanish Ships in Cadi.:.

LAUNCH OF THE OCEAN, THAMES, AND MINERVA.

MS. EDITOR,

ON Thursday last, 24th Oct., about a quarter past two o'clock, His Majesty'!

Ship Ocean, of 98 guns, was launched at Woolwich. She began building in Oc

tober, 179!. The beams of the upper deck arc secured en Mr. Briudley's Plan,

which precludes the use of knees ; and if found to answer, will prove of the first

importance to the Country, through the scarcity of knee timber, which is ona

cause of this ship having been so long in hand. She is built by Sir John Hen-

slow's Draught, which is quite sufficient to establish her good 'character. Her

dimensions are as folluw :—

OCEAN. THAMES. —

Feet, hicha. Feet. Inchci.

Length of gun-deck 196 6$ 1ST 1

Keel fur Tonnage 164 0{ 107 ui

Hrcadth extreme 51 1 34 1

Depth in hold 21 6 119

Burthen in Tons 3276 0 661 0

The Thames Frigate was launched at Chatham the same day ; dimensions as

above : she is of lir, and beams secured throughout on Brindley'a Plan, built by

draught of old Thames. 'flte .Minerva, same siae, and built with fir, was launched

yesterday at Deptford. Owing to her being light, with a strong current and

easterly Wind, she drifted up among the Ships in ordinary, by which she got a

little rubbed, but of no consequence whatever, nor can the least blame attach to

any one. The Ocean was yesterday docked, to be coppered and fitted fur Sea.

ii.- Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex christened the Ocean.

Ctfcin- 27, 1805, NEPTUNE.
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FROM THE SYDNEY GAZETTE.

The following interesting Article, extracted from the Sydney Gawtte, will

•how that the laws of Nations, and the courtesies of civilized States, are as little

regarded by the Deputies of Buonaparte as by their lawless and le.'ociooi

Master.

" A'eir South Wales, April 7, 1805.

* WE are extremely sorry to state, that, by the Eagle, Letters are received1

from Captain Flinders, late Commander of His Majesty's Ship Investigator, dated

on board the Cumberland, in Coupang Bay, in the Island ot limor, Nov. If,

1803; and from his Prison in the Isle of France, dated August 8, 1804. Captaia

Flinders passed through Torres Straits in three days, and greatly improved the

observations he made when in the Investigator. He arrived at Coupaug the 17ta

of November.

" After lonving Timor, the Cumberland proved leaky in her rtpprr works, and

the Pumps became so much worn by constant use as u> be unserviceable. Cap

tain Flinders having no reason to suppose Hostilities had recommenced, and con

fiding in the efficacy of the Passport he possessed, put into the Isle of France,

where he arrived the Hitli of December, 1003; he nailed oi< the Governor, de

Caen, and, after being kept two hours m the Street, had an audience—but it

leus to be told kc was an Impostor, and the imposiihiitttj of' Captain Flinders

coming it) so small a Vessel, being thotight too great a discredit to his Passport md

Commission. Finally, Mr. Aiktn, the Master, and himself, were carried ashore

Prisoners at two o'clock in the morning; all his books and papers were taken

away, and a Sentinel, with, Jiied bayonet, placed is t!,» room where they were

lodged.

" Captain Flinders could obtain no other satisfaction for this treatment, or any

further intormation, than thac ' he had deviated from the Voyage for which the

Passport had been given, by touching at the Isle of France ; and lh?.t the un

common Voyage from Port Jackson to that place was more calculated for the

particular interests of Great lir.tuin than for those of his Voyage of Discovery.'

In fine, he was conquered and treated as a Spy, and given to understand that ha

Letters cave great otT-.-nce.

" In tins cuniiiu licit Captain Flinders became ill, the s'-nrvy hreakipj out in

his legs and feet ; a S'.iri. cm was sent to attend him; but although hi ri ;»n seufed

the necessity of C;.;>'ain Flinders taking air and c\er *ise, yet hr. vfns not per

mitted to waik or ride in the air for lour inuiv.hs, nor was any Person nilc-wii Is

•peak with him v.iuiout General du Caen's pcr:ius«i<m Alter thai period, 'hro'igk

the intercession of Captain Bergcret, of the French Navy, he was reMuvcct the

house wherein the English Officers, Prisoners of War, were couiincd. This

house is situated a little without the Town, cr.joys a free air, and is surrounded

by a wall enclosing two arrcs of ground. Here Captain l'imriers and Mr. At-

linson recovered their health ; and there they remained lo the dale <■! Captain

Flinders' Letter. Through Captain Bcrg.-rct, Captain Flinders lately rc'iiined

possession of ihe gr'aler part of his book* ami charts, :uid was ;.s^4.!i;ons!y em

ployed in repairing the ravages that were made amongst them. Admiral Linos,

as well as Captain Ikrgeret and another Naval Captain, interested tlien.sih'?i

for Captain Fhuders being sent to France ; but this was positively rafaseri, ujMi

the principle that he must-remain until orders wi re received from France respect

ing linn. Captain Flinders sai'e 1 Irom England in His Majesty's Ship ^Inves

tigator, to survey the Coi.sts ol tins Continent, during the late War with rraucct

fiom the French Government he was provided with a Passport, requiring BJlsI"

ance and protection from any Officer under the French Government, whereat he

might he necessitated to touch in the course of his Voyage of Discovery. ANw

c.impleiitu a principal ['art of Ins Aiisston, the Investigator's upper works were

found so rotten as to render her condemnation necessary. Captain Flinders ««•

retumuig with his Sink's Company to England, in His Majesty's Armed \ tssei

Porpoise, with an imeirion of further exploring the Torres Si rails and t he Ki'el'

lying off this Const, when that Ship and the Cato unfortunately struck on a Coral

jteei and were lout. The »oo'. on which the Ships were cast away could scarcely

•untaiu the Crews ; ycl a very successful cii'utt was made, and a iiuail > CSK'
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SO tons bepan ro take the Survitors from so dangerous a situation. In the mean'

time, Captain Flinders came away in a small open Boat; and after much diffi

culty and disTress from bad weather, arrived here, having come a distance of li4S

leagues from the Wreck. The Holla, bound to China, soon after sailed in Com

pany with Captain Flinders, in Hi* .Majesty's Armed Tender Cumberland, of 23

tons; and alter seeing the Rolla safely away with the Ship's Company, he was

to proceed to England in the Cumberland with his charts, Sic. The causes of

his going to the Isle of Prance are already stated from his own Narrative, which

<an give but a faint idea of his sufferings.

" Let us v.ow contrast the treatment received by the Officers and Crews of the

Geographe and Naluraiiste fitted out from France on a similar Voyage. The*

lailcd the year before Captain Flinders, and touched at this place before the

event of Peace between England and France was known. The duty and respect

due to their Passports from His Majesty's Government, and the claim their dis

tressed situation had on the humanity ot Englishmen, caused thcin to he received,

»s Friends, «nd treated as Countrymen, by every description of Persons in the

Colony. What their own sense was of the treatment they experienced, let their

Commander's acknowledgments testify, in which he was joined by every Officer

under his Command."'

The Commander in Chief of (he Expedition for Dhcovcriet,

to the General Administrators of the Islands of France and

Reunion*

" l'lth Bmmaire (3d Xmemher, 1804,), llrt Fear

• of t/ie French Republic.

" CITIZENS,

" I HAD the honour of informing you of my putting into this Colony, by tlio

American Ship Fanny, Captain Smith, bound to llatavia. The details into which

I entered, in order to make known to you the sad situation in which I was then

placed, would have enabled you to judge to what degree of distress we were

reduced, and bow fortunate we wero. in choosing tins Port in preference to

any oilier.

" The assistance which we there procured, and the goodness of Governor King

to us all, his gen'Tous attention to the rc-estahlishmcnt of the Sick, and his love lor

the progress of the Sciences ; every thing, in line, seemed to unite to make us for

get the disagreeable circumstances of a long, painful, atfn often boisterous Navi

gation. Peace, however, v. as not yet known; and we did not learn it until one

Sick were re-established, our Ships repaired, our Provisions embarked, and our

departure very near.

" Whatever may be the duty of Hospitality, Governor King has shown to all

Europe a trait of Hcucvolcuce which ought to be known, and which I feel a

pleasure in publishing'.

" On our arrival at Port Jackson the. resources in Corn were not very plentiful,

and those lor the future very uncertain. The arrival of 170 Men was not, for

the inomcrr, a fortunate circumstanee ; notwithstanding we. were well received ;

and when our immediate and future wants were, known, they w»*re supplied hij

retrenching a part of' the dui'u rations of the Inhabitants and Garrison of the

Colonv : the Governor hhnwlf set the Jirst eiampte. By these means, which do

equal honour to humanity, and to him who put it in practice, we enjoyed the favour

winch, perhaps, wc sttoold scarcely have experienced elsewhere.

" In inntaiion of these proceedings, which will undoubtedly serve in future as

•n example to all Nations, I consider it my duty, as well from gratitude as emu

lation, to reciwnmend you m a particular manner Mr. , commanding His

Majesty's Ship ■.

*' Although ha does not propose to go directly to the Tsle of France, it rs pos

sible that some unforeseen circumstance may occasion Ins putting in at the Colony

over which you preside : witness of the manner in winch his Countrymen have

treated us on all occasions. I trust he will be convinced, by" his own experience,

thai the, French arc not less Uosoitable or less benevolent, and then tut Nation
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will have only the advantage over us, of having done, in time of War, what more

nappy times have permitted us to return him in lime of Peace.

" I am, with respect,

« N. BAUDINV

" On board the Sloop of War le Geographe, Port

Jach$on, A«w Holland"

These grateful s-cntrmcnta were repeated to His Excellency by Captain Bandin,

from King's Island, and twice previous to his death at the t^lc of Franco. Since

that event His Excellency had received the following grateful acknowledgments

from Captain Meluis, Second Captain of the Naturalisre, when here, and to whonr

the Command of the Geographe devolved on the death of Captain Baudin :—

" GOVFRXOH,

THE protection which you granted our Expedition, the attention which you

caused to be paid to those of its Members who were *ick, and particularly the

civilities which I received at your House, arc too powerful motives for mc not to

embrace, with the utmost eagerness, the very first opportunity which offers of

giving you proofs of my gratiiudc, by recalling myself to your remembrance, and

thanking you anew for all your goodness.

" I expect To leave this Port in two or three months, with Captain Bcrgcrer,

respecting wIkjiii I had the honour of conversing with you; he lj at present at

Fondicherry, commanding n private Ship (la Psyche).
■* lie pleased, I heg ofyou, to present th« homage of my respects to Mrs. and

Miss King ; and believe me, with the highest esteem and consideration, your very

If muLlc and obedient Servant,

" E. MELTIS."

" Port X. W. Jstc of France, 30th Floreal,

11th Year of the French Republic."

The following Letters have been lately received from the West Indies, whkk

we with pleasure Jay before our Readers.

"sir, « St. John% Antigua, April 34, 180.5.

•* WE have been deputed by His Majesty's Board of Council for this Island,,

to offer to you their congratulations on your arrival for the purpose of being in

vested with the Insignia of the Order of the Bath, conferred upon yon by wir

most gracious Sovereign, as a distinguishing proof of his royal approbation of

your services to your Country ; and we are desired at the same time to express

to you the high sense which that Board entertains of your spirited conduct in

keeping the Seas with your very small Squadron, during the many weeks th&t

the Naval Strength of the Enemy was so vastly superior to yon; and to assure

you that we have felt very sincerely for the mortification which a gallant and

brave mind, like yours, must have experienced at your inability, with any re

gard to prudence, to seek anoV engage the Enemy.

*' The Council, Sir, could r.ot omit, on so favourable an opportunity, to return to

you their thanks for the part you acted, in procuring for this Island the Rein

forcement that we have had to our Garrison, and for the efforts wc understand

you made to procure us further assistance.

" We heg you to be assured, that in the discharge of this Duty we personally

feel a very high decree of satisfaction, and that we cordially join our own to the

united wisiies of the Board of Council for a speedy and pleasant Passage to your

Lady and yourself, whenever you take your final departure from these Seas.

"THOMAS NORBl/RY K1RB.

« To Sir Samuel Hood, K. B. " SAMUEL ATHOLT

" cwTU MES, " Antigua, April J6, 1805.

THE gratifying manner in which the Honourable Council of this Island hava

nominated you to make known to mc their congratulations on my arrival, and on

the distinguished mark of favour of our most gracious Sovereign, claims my warm

est thanks, ll is particularly pleasing to mc to haw thus noticed the satisfactiwt X
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kave gives in ray endeavours durin;; tlie superior Force of the Eaemv by Sea in

thij Country. My first thought, in the protection of the Colonies, was attention t«

thii Island ; and I beg you to assure the Council, that during my Command itt

•ecunty hu been a serious object in my viaw. ,

"The personal testimony of your good wishes towards me, is strongly impressed

on ray mind, and I am joined by Lady Hood in thanking you, and in every

good wish for your happiness.

I have tha honour to be, with great esteem,

" lour laitiilui huui.de Servant, . ,

" To the Gentlemen deputed *, the -j.UiL;KL HOOD."

Honourable Council of Antigua.*

TO SIR SAMUEL HOOD, «. B., COM MODOK.!- , &X. &C

" SIB,

*' THE Commons House of Assemhlv of the Island of Antigua have deputed m

to offer you their congratulations on ymir arrival in ibis Island, for I lie purpose of

'receiving a most honourable umrk of tlie favour of our gracious Sovereign.
*• We have it also m charge to express to you, Sir, the high sense w hich tua

House of Assembly entertain of the '^'(!>intry you h-ive displayed duriu;; the late

momentous period, when the unexpected arrival in tUeae.Seasoi.au Eueiuy'*

Force of sueh vast disproportionate strength to that which you coeiinauJed, could

not hut create tlie most just apprehensions for the safetv ol your brave Squadron,

it has been your happy lot, Sir, to increase your own tame, aim the l;efore-di*-

tinguished lustre of the British Navy, by keeping the Seas, in the jireseui-ttof

this superior Force ; a conduct which cannot fail to meet tlie approbation of our

most beloved King, and to excite in the minds of the Biitish \ution m gencrai,

and the Inhabitants of thege Islands in particular, the strongest approbation.

" We lieg leave, Sir, to congratulate you on the distinguished honour of tlie

Order of the Bath, with wliiclkyou are to be nneslcd, and to hope that it is hut

an earnest of those further honours to which merit like yours cannot fail of acquit'

jug a title, and which the just discn.uinat.ou of a gracious Sovereign so well knuwa

Low to bestow.

" The Committee avail tnemscives of this opportunity to assure yon, Sir, of

their personal respect end esteem, and of the sincere pleasure they have fouud ua

executing the Commands of the House of Assembly on this occasion.

'• KEAX B. OSBOKN", HASTINGS EEWTN,

" X. 1.. NAVION, LANUrORD HOOUEV

" JOHN" IULL,
/

OExniMEa, " Ai<ti°ua, April f5, 1805.

-" I BEG you will assnre the Commons House of Assembly of this Island,

of my acknowledgments for their congratulations on my arrival, for thievery

handsome way they have noticed the mark of favour His "Majesty haj been

pleased to confer on me, the most honourable Order of the Bath, and how grutt-

Tyiug it is to be invested with it in a Community whu have so liberally prepared

Jor my reception. It is a flattering circumstance in my Life to know, that ilia

"Measures I adopted on the appcaraticc of a superior Naval Force of the Enemy

in these Seas, have given so general a satisfaction: the emulation I am ever

atimulated by is, to promote tlie interest of our most gracious Sovereign, aud th*

general weilarc of his beloved Subjects. s

" I licg, Cieutlemen, you will accept my retards and thanks for the very

aatisfactorv manner in which you have communicated to me the sentiments of

the House. u I have the honour to be, with gie it personal esteem,

" Your laitbful bumble Servant,
" To the Gentlemen deputed by the House of " SAMUEL HOOD.*

Auentbly of the hijnit of Antigua,"

THE ifLLCU OF LORD IAVINOTOSJ, ON »IU t.lXCEL HOOD'] I V VLSTITf R£ Of

THE ORUt.R OK Tllb BA'IH, AT .iMICC.l, MAY 1, 1UU3.

*' COJIHODOBS SIR SAMUEL ROOD,

"AFTER the honour v. bushy on have this day received by Command of Hii

Wnjcsty, uo eulogy from at oi those service* nlucli have so ui«r.;«.*Ukiy ol»



338 NA-TAL HISTOKT OT TlfE PRESENT STAB, 1805.

Mined It, can enhance its value, or deserve your acceptance. But I cannot te^

spress the expression of my own gratification, m beiug delegated by my Sovereign

to administer a mark of Ins royal favour to a gallant Otlicer, the very name of

whose Family occurs in no page of our Naval History without circumstances of

celebrity and distinction. There wants no Herald to proclaim the well-known,

well-earned reputation of the two veteran Chiels of it, who are now enju vmgan

honourable repose from danger and fatigue, under the Shade of those Honours

which the Services of their past Lives have so euiuiently merited. But your near

est, and ever to be lamented Relative, has secured to himself a place in the Tem

ple of Paine, paramount to all the Ranks and l ilies which Princes can confer,

and which the king of Kings alone can bestow—the glory of sealing with his

Blood, in the arms of Victory, a Life spent in, and devoted to, the Service of his

King and Country.—May this period of renown, if ever it be destined for you,

although the ultimate ambition of Patriots and of Heroes, be far, far distant, for

the sake of that Country, for the sake of every object which is dear to you.—May

■your conduct, of which the Harbour of Toulon and the Bay of Aboukir were

witnesses, be only the presage of your future Trupbies, and still more splendid

'Achievements ! And may you, in the meantime, alter a safe and prosperous

Vuyage, experience that auspicious reception from our .gracious Sovereign, wind*

the best of Masters will leel to be due to a brave and faithful Servant."

VIRGIN' ISLANDS.

TO SIR SAiri'KL KOOD, K B., &C.

" at*.

*' THE Inhabitants of the Virgin Islands having heard with regret your intentioi

to depart from this Station, avail themselves of the earltest opportunity to contey

'to you this testimony of their regard, .uid of their thanks for the Services you hava

Tendered the Colonics within the lion's of your Command, by the protection of

their Tra'le, and the reguLr, well-disposed arrangement of Convoys.

" The Kuemy's Ships of War and Puvateers have repeatedly learnt, from mor

tifying experience, mat ilicir most formidable Garrrssins and Batteries could

•afford them little or no protection (rom your Boats, though placed almost m con-

itact with them. The pri J.tlory Squadron ot Roche fort, possessed ot so decided a

superiority, have been greatly checked iu their designs, not dating to detach itself,
■fearful of being cut oft' by your little Squadron. The recollection ofthe eonduct-

of the Juno at Toulon, and of the Zealous at Aboukir, wou'd convince this flying

I'.iieir.y, that what Naval Sh.il could project, or Valour possibly perform, they

would have to encounter.

*' That His Mi. jesty may place you in some active situation, where our Country

may he benefited by your Services, is our most ardent hope : and we beg to

assure you, that you take with you our sincercst wishes lor your health and pro

sperity wheresoever that may be.

"WM. TURNBULL. President,

" And Inhabitants of the Virgin Islands."

10 HIS HONOUR, WILLIiM 1 UH NBCI.L, ESQ., Til E PRESIDENT Ot THE COC SCIt

OF IllE VIRGIN ISX.AXI1S.

" mb, " London, 3d JWi/, 1805.

■' SINCE my arrival here, I havr- been honoured with the pleasing testimony of

my conduct by the Inhabitants of th ? Islands uudcr your Government. I feel it

' <he more from the very inadequate Protection I whs enabled to afford them. The

siuallness of the Force umkr iuv Conniaud (occhmoiW by the threatening aspect

of an iavetcrate roe to the Parent Country), required the greatest Vigilance : and

T rejoice that my endeavouts have not disappointed me of their good opmioo,

whose assistance, in self-guard better allowed nie the means of general Security

to our Commerce and Annoyance of the Enemy.

" I request, Sir, you will present the Inhabitants with my sincere thanks, and

assure thcnl ol my ardent desire that every good fortune may attend them.

44 I have the honour to be

" Your obedient humble Senrant,

" SAMUEL HOOD/
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AMERICAN INTELLIGENCE.

Norfolk, (Virginia), Aug. i7.—On the 9lh inst., in lat. 32° 12' X., and long,

TG* 20" W., the American Sliip Montezuma, Captain Ives, from the Coast of

Africa, and hound to Charlestown, mth a Carto ot 348 prune Slaves, was cap

tured by the French Schooner Privateer Regulator, Captain Savournie, carrying

one brass 24-pouuder, four G's, and 100 Men, out three days irom St. Jasjo, and

which lias been cruising oil' Churlestown Bar. They took the Capthiu and Crew

oat of the Ship, to whom the Privateer's People behaved w ith great cruelty, by

throwing them into irons, atlcr plundering Iheni of every thing, not excepting

.their clollics. On the 12th fell in with the Schooner Mary, from New York for

Charleston!), which they plundered of provisions, Sec, to the amount ut mimic hun

dreds of dollars, and then made sail for some Port in Cuba. On the 19". ii fell in

with the Canton, Captain Bfcitley, from Tortola, bound to Baltimore, on board of

which they put all the Crew of the Ship Montezuma, except the Cuptam, w ho was

determined to stay by his Vessel as long as he could. The Crew of the Pnvar

tecr is composed of French and Americens.

The Adams Frigate sailed on Friday last on a Cruise, as mentioned in the Led

ger of that day. Various have been the conjectures as to the nature of the

orders which Captain Murray has received from the Navy Department. Some

have conjectured, that the same orders arc given >o Captain Murray as were given

to the Commanders of the Ships of War of the United States in the year 1799;

that is, to take all French ai med Vessels. This is a measure of more rashness than

the present Administration can be justly suspected of. Report says, and we give

it only as such, that Captain Murray's instructions are to the following effect:—■

He is to cruise within three leagues of the Coast, and if he finds any American

Vessel, that has been employed in lawful Commerce, in the possession of the

armed Vessel of any Nation, he is to release her. American Vessels that have

been engaged in any illicit Commerce, or in the St Domingo Trade, ore lot to

meet protection. That beyond three leagues from the Coast, Captain Murray is

jiot to act, nor is he permitted to Capture the armed Vessels that have made Pri

zes on our Coasts, pmvided they are regularly commissioned.

If these be the instructions which Captain Murray has received, it will appear

to every one conversant in nautical affairs, that the service which he can render

must be very limited. By good fortune he may prevent the Capture of one or

Jv*o Vessels, and he may release one or two more ; but the circumscribed nature

of his orders will not permit him to act with effect, because the moment the

Cruisers ascertain. his limits, they will regulate their conduct accordingly

"We are not prepared to say that the Administration could give such instruc

tions as would more effectually put an cud to the system of plunder and insult

that has degraded us as a Nation, and distressed us as individuals. It would In:

a measure of too much responsibility in the Executive to adopt a policy that might

directly lead to War without the concurrence of the Legislat ore. The subject may

not he deemed of sufficient importance to convene the Legislature, but it is to be

feared that, before it assembles according to law, we shall have but little Com

merce left to protect.

The representations of the Ambassador of the United States to the Court of

Madrid, appear to have induced the Spanisli Government to relax considerably

the strictness of the Orders to their Ships of War respecting American Ship*. On

the 15th of August, the Director of the Navy Board addressed the following

Circular to the Commandants General of the Maritime Provinces:—

" The Most Excellent Seignior, tho Secretary of State, and of the General

Office of Marine, in pursuance of the. Royal Orders given the day before yester

day, has addressed rue as follows ;—

" The Most Excellent Seignior, the Minister Plenipotentiary of trie United

States, has repeatedly complained of the excesses committed by the Spanish Pri-

Tateers upon the Vessels of his Nation, anil refers to three of theiu having been

conducted into Algesiras. He also complains, that similar excesses have been

committed in the American Islands, in violation of the Treaty between the two

Government*. His Majesty being duly informed of the same, has bjieu pleased

is«». ajiron. aioi.xiy.
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to coraiiiand that the Spanish Privateer* in Europe and America should be frilly

impressed with the considcialiou wherewith they should conduct themselves, in

order to avoid every irregularity and excess, for which tliey will be held respon

sible in every instance which "hall be legally proved ; and it has also been deter

mined, that the eases of the Vessels detained shall be decided upon with all

possible expedition, due regard being still had to the Stipulations of the said

Treaty."

On the 2jth of August the same Minister addressed a second Circular to the

same Officers, in the follow nig terms

" The Most Excellent Seignior, the Secretary of State and the Marine Office,

has, in pursuance of the Royal Orders given yesterday, addressed to me the fol

lowing communication :—

" The Most Excellent Seignior, the Minister of the United States, in complain

ing of new extortions upon, and Captures of, American Vessels, by Spanish Pri

vateers, represents, that eleven Vessels of his Nation have been carried into Al-

gesiras, under, pretext, it is said, of thcif having English Merchandise on hoard.

His Majesty being duly informed hereof, has been pleased to command, that if

the Capture of the said Vessels should appear to rest only on the ground alhrdged

hy the said Minister, they shall be instantly released ; inasmuch as, according

to the 15th Article of the Treaty wiih the United States, the American Flag it

secured in the free Conveyance of Merchandize of all kinds, notwithstanding it!

being Enemy's property. But should the grounds of Detention be of a different

nature, it is 'lis Majesty's desire that the various cases may be decided in the

regular form, and with all possible dispatch. In thus informing you of His

Majesty's orders, I am to direct, that you shall transmit them to the Captains

General of the Maritime Provinces, in order to their being communicated to the

Commissioners of Marine in the respective Districts, and to the Owners of Priva

teers, apprising them that they will be held responsible for all the lossc* the*;

n>ay occasion."

From the New-York Papers to the 4th of September, we have made the

following extracts :—

A'em-i'orJr, Aug. 28.—The American Daily Advertiser of Monday las*, an

nounces the arrival in Philadelphia of General Moreau, his Lady, and two Chil

dren, in good health. They landed at ten o'clock on Sunday moruing, and were

received by the Citizens with the most respectful atlent;ou.

General Moreau's residence will be at the beautiful S^-at, late Kolwrt Morri>'«,

at Morrisvillc, opposite Trenton on the Delaware.

Aug. 31.—A Letrer from our Correspondent, dated on Thursday last, states,

lhat General Moreau and Family left Town that morning for Morrisville. Pre

vious to his departure fie was waited on in the most respectnl manner by the

principal Inhabitants of the City, and lias accepted an invitation for a public Din

ner, to be given ill October next,

September 'J.— Yesterday the Brig Bellcisle, Captain Leach, arrived here in 6*3„

days from Nuples; about eight days before he sailed, news arrived there, that

General Eaton, at the head ol the small American Force winch had been detach

ed from our Mediterranean Sipiadton, aud the Troops collected by llie rival

Brother of the Bashaw ol Tripoli, had had an Engagement with the iripolines at

Dcrne. On which side Victory declared we do not h am, but it was said that

General Eaton's Army suffered mo.t severely, aud that every American was killed,

exee.pt Mr. Eaton, who was wounded in the shoulder.

The clfccts ol the Dull If, however, was an immediate Negotiation for Peace, to

assist at which Colonel Lear went from Malta to Tripoli ; and two days after

Captain L. sailed, Dispatches were received from Colonel Lear at Naples, bring

ing the importaut and glorious intelligence, that a Peace, highly honourable to

the United Stales, hud been concluded, aud of course tlic Americans, who had

been so long suffering in Captivity, released. Captain L., we understand,

brings Dispatches for our Government, so that we may expect shortly to have

the oilic ol Details of the Battle, the N egotiation, and the Terms of Peace.
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FROM THE FRENCH PAPERS.

MINISTRY OF MARINE.

Boulogne, Oct. 1, 1805.

" I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency, that the day before yesterday

the Line of His Majesty's Flotilla, consisting of 27 Gun-boats alone, under Cap

tain Dordelin, had the whole day 23 Vessels in front of them, two of which

were of the Line, four Frigates, and the rest Cutters. Yesterday the Enemy

had no! diminished in Dumber; but accustomed to see them in such Force, I did

not think it necessary to reinforce our Line, convinced that it was sufficient to

repel all Attacks.

" At midnight, the weather being very thick, and the Sea calm, I heard a

warm firing and some discharc.es of cannon in tlie Liuc. I made immediate

dispositions for several Divisions of the Flotilla to go out ; but the firing having

ceased, I impended that movement. Proceeding along the Line, Captain Dor-

delin informed me that the Gun-boat No. 62, head of the Line to the East, com

manded by Ensign Alex, had been surrounded by a chain of Fire-ships conducted

by several Pinnaces.

" That Officer, without slipping or cutting his cable, which would successively

have exposed the whole Line to danger from the Fire-ships, kept his Post firmly ;

•fid directing nil his efforts to the chain w hich connected the Fire-ships, he at

tempted to break it, and succeeded.

" The chain being broken, the Fire-ships defiled along the Line, yet the Gun

boat, Mo. .'306, Captain Nivelain, was grappled by six of them. That Officer per

formed the same luaneeuvrc as Captain Alex, and his Second in Command and

two orhersjumped into the lioat and disengaged the Vessel.

" But one of the Fire-ships having exploded near the Gun-boatj she was

throws up covered with water, and had no other damage than her windows bro

ken and some shot on board.

" No. 291 also experienced (he effects of the blowing up.

" The Gun-boats Xo. SHO, .105, 138, 34, und 61, were more particularly at

tacked, but did not quit their Post.

" Some of the ropes merely were cut by the balls ; and the Enemy's Pinnaces,

repulsed by a warm firing, soon took to flight, and were indebted for their

safely to the darkness of tiie night. At two o'clock all was ipiiet along the Line,

and we had not a Man killed. At dav-break, Captain Alex having perceived

some articles floating, sent Ins lioat with six Men for them: they brought buck

* spherical machine, copper sheathed, and which was found to be one of the

infernal machines, called by the Monitcur, Globet of Compression. As it was

being conveyed on Shore it blew up, and the Midshipman Meisurier and three

Men perished.

" At low wafer we found on the Coast several Wrecks of the Fire-ships; and

particularly a lock like that of the Fire-machines which the English used last year

with as ranch ridicule and as little success.

(The Letter concludes by praising the conduct of the Soldiers and Sailors of

the Flotilla.)

" The Rear-Admiral, Commander in Chief of the Imperial Flotilla,
•• LACROSSE."

Kxtract of a Ixtttr from an Officer belonging to the F.iperiment, Botany Bay Ship

(last'from China), datU Falmouth, 6fV. October, 180.».

THE Ship Experiment, under the command of Captain Withers, from China,

with a Cargo of Teas, on the East India Company's account, was captured on the

S7th of May last, in lal. 37° S., long. 88* 30< E., alter a chase of thirty hours, by

the Napoleon French Privateer, commanded by Captain Mais le Nourville,

belonging to St. Maloes, out four months, last from False Hay, Cape of Good

Hope, mounting sixteen 32-pounders, four* 18-pounder« on the gun-deck, two

36-poumlers, six 6-pouuders on the upper deck, and carrying two hundred Men.

When she came up, we engaged within half-pistol shot for half an hour ; when

our b.aces and tiller being shot uway, our rigging shattered, some thirty-two shot

between Wind and Water, two feet water in her hold, which made the S!up ipute

unmanageable, obliged Captain Withers, with reluctance, to order the Colours to

be struck ; three of our Men were badly wounded. This was tin only Prize the
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Napoleon had taken. Captain Withers, the Surgeon, and fourth Officer, were sfnt

to the Isle of France, in (he Experiment. Myself, the chief and third Officers,

tvith the Purser, were taken on board the Privateer, and sent to the Cape of Good

Hope, where we found many friends, who procured a Cartel for Si. Helina,

t.ventv days alter our arrival at the Cape ; from thence I got a passage in the

African Whaler, which lias escaped being captured by the Rochefort Squadron,

which I attribute to the gallant ry of Captain WoodritT, of His Majesty's Ship »

('-.ilcutta, who engaged the Enemy, though superior, till wc had time to make out

escape.

The following is an extract of n letter from Captain Henry Weir, of His Majes

ty's Ship Fernter Gun-brig, serving in Admiral Russcl's Squadron, and dated

North Sea, Oct. 8, 1805:—

" Last Sunday night was an evening of horror, glory, joy, and sorrow to me.

Just at dark two large French Cutter Brigs ran alongside, one on each beam, and
■with Uiuny opprobrious terms ordered me on hoard. I had but nine guns to their

r»d. and was not prepared lor such a Rencounter. My courage and presence of

mind stuck to me, but with them it was only a word and a blow ; I prepared to

(surrender, and in reply ordered the Commodore to come on board me; his

rejoinder whs a broadside, which very nearly deprived one bait of us of existence;

our jib-boom just cleared ins tit fle re 1 whtn X gave him our larboard guns. They

both wore and kept up a well-directed fire until about eight o'clock, by which

time our quarters were well cleared, and we got the grape ready, determined to

sell our lives us dear as possible, as we had not the lea*»t chance of escaping. At

this moment, I was under the necessity of sinking all my papers, signals, instruc

tions, &c, to cut away one anchor, heave one useless gun overboard, and dearths

decks of every incumbrance. Our main-boom was shot away, all our running

rigging, some* ot the handing, most of the suils shattered ; one shot m the maga

zine, one in n, v bed place broke in four pieces; both Brigs within pistol shot, and

coming still nearer, and no help nigh : in tnis situation, when I had bid adieu to

nil worldly cares, and sullenly resolved to sink, the Enemy to my great astonish

ment hauled bis Wind, and stood from us; this was a glorious chance ; a dram

was administered to our bruvc Fellows, and we then only wished to be able to

catch them ; but it would have been loudness; we. had enough to do to get our

selves in'o sailing condition. I saw no more ot them: next morning I stood for

Yarmouth in hopes ot meeting a Comrade— I borrowed tw o tons of water t/oni the

Roebuck, and sailed the next hour m quest of them ; one shot gave me a terrible

headach ; but, thank Cod ! except a couple of scratches, I escaped ; such an escape,

perhaps, never occurred; every soul on board had compounded for a French

Prison, when I gave .the orders " to wear." The Frenchman himself had no

idea of my resisting, or he wou:d have boarded us when we wore: I suppose ho

had at least 300 Men to our 40. -Rule Britannia ! I hope to meet them daily, "f*

iiighth ."—God bless you !

Tlie follow ing Official Notice, announcing the taking off the Blockade of the

Kibe and the Weser, was transmitted by Lord Mulgrave to all the Consuls of the

Northern Nations resident in London. It was also stuck up at Lloyd's, for tke

general information of the Merchants.

OFFICIAL NOTICE.

(copy.)

" THE undersigned, His Majcs: v's Principal Secretary ofState for Foreign Af

fairs, has received His Majesty's Commands to acquaint M. de Rrhnusen, that

intormation having been received of the removal of the French Troops from the

positions which they occupied on the Banks of the Elbe and Weser, Hi* Ma

jesty has been pleased to direct that the Blockade of the Entrance ol those Rivers

should he discontinued, and that His Majesty's Ships of War, which were sta

tioned at the Mouth of them for the purpose of blockading, should be with

drawn.

" The undersigned requests, &c. &c. &c.

" MULGRAVE-"

" DoKning'Strectf 9tk OAobcr, 180>."
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CAPTAIN MUDGE.

The following Speech was made by Captain Satton, President of the Court

Martial appointed for trying Captain Aludge, of His ftlajes.lv> late Ship Ul.mche,

on presenting Ins Sword, alter being most honourably acquitted :—*

" I feel the greatest satisfaction nnd pleasure in the discharge of this part of

my Duty, having to convey to yoii the just sentiments which the Members of

this Court entertain of your very able and gallant conduct in the Defence made

bv you of His Majesty's late Ship blanche, against a very superior Force of Urn

Knem v'5 Ships ; and likewise of the spirited support afforded you by the. Officers

of every description, as well us the Seamen and Royal Marines, under your

Command, in the discharge of their Duty; and which reflects upon )uu and Lucin,

on that occasion, the highest degree of merit and approi alion.

N. B. It was proved on the Court Martial, by the oath of Mr. Hughes, tlitt

First Lieutenant, ihat le Topaze and la Torehe came into Action together, and

!e Department des Landes eight minutes after. So much lor Captain Baudm'a

veracity.

AMELIORATION OP THE SITUATION OF THE WORKMEN EMPLOYED IN HIS

MAJESTY'S UOCK-YARDS.

FROM time immemorial it ha* been the practice to calculate the earnings of

the Artificers and other Workmen in His Majesty's Dock-yards at the expi

ration of each quarter, and by th-j time the books were cast and properly ad

justed, it was always near the end of the succeeding quarter before liie pay

ments could be made, so that the earnings of the Men were always at l^ast three

months, and in part from four to six months, in arrears. The consequence was,

the Men were beholden entirely, for the subsistence of themselves and families,

to a set of People called Dealers, but who, in fact, were Shop or Tavern-keepers,

who supplied them with what they wanted, not in cash, but in diifereut articles

of provisions, liquors, or goud*, at a deduction of from 10 to 15 per cent, from

the amount ol their earnings, which the note they got from the Clerk of Check's

Office stated to bo due to ilie Parties. Thus the Workman was subjected to a

deduction in the rate ot his earnings of at least two Shillings in 'he Pound, and

which they were endeavouring to raise to three, while he was frequently com

pelled to take all he wanted from one Shop or Tavern-keeper, whether ha

dealt in that article or not, or procured it from another for the Workman's use.

This glaring evil, we are rejoiced to say, is happily now at an end.

On the first Saturlay of October, a new mode of payment was adopted

throughout all His Majesty's Dock-yards, by which each Artificer and Work

man was paid in money from 3-4th* to 7-8ths of the amount of his week's earn

ings, under the denomination of Subsistence, while the remainder only goes to

account, to be calculated at the expiration of the quarter, under the denomina

tion of Arrears. *

It is lamentable, but not surprising, to observe the means which were re

sorted to by these Dealers to render tins very salutary measure objectionable

to> the Parties :—they threatened to cut olf all temporary supplies in the interim,

and hud recourse to every means m their power to thwart the measure in its

outset ; but their efforts have been in vain, and this excellent regulation has not

only met with no obstruction, but promises to be the means of recalling numbers

of those valuable Workmen, w ho have quitted the King's Service for that of

the Merchant Builders, from whom thjy received their wages in a manner cer

tainly more suitable to the exigencies ;*Vl wants of their Families.

Deal, Oct. 16.—On Monday morning, Mr. Francis, who last year contrived the

Expedition, and constructed the Machines which Sir Dome Puphaiu ran among

" JOHN SUTVON,

President of the Court MaxLiaL"

Salvador del Mundo,
Plymouth, October 14, 1803.H
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the Enemy's Flotilla at Boulogne, arrived here from Dover; and > Tunim «st

toon spread that he was going to make an experiment, to blow up a Brie of SCOT

tons with one of bis new-invented Catamarans. Curiosity was soon alive, arid

alnnrt four P.M. great crowds of People assembled on the B^ach. troin Deal To

Walmer Castle, opposite wlucb the Brig lay. I saw several People working about

her, and much movement of Boats, bat till dark tlie Brie remained unhurt ; and

the People much disappointed, thinking the experiment had failed, very liberally

cursed Mr. Francis and hi* Catamaran*. On Tuesday, however, about three P.AL

he again appeared on the Beach, where I and only a few, whose curiosity had

not abated, were assembled; we followed him to tin* water's edge, opposrte

Walmer Castle, where he was met by a Lady, whom X was told was Lady

E. Stanhope, and Niece to Mr. Pitt. After walking some time he tied a pocket-*

handkerchiefto the end of his cane, and made a signal to the Brie, which lay about

hall a mile from the Shore, and instantly a long ten-oared Galley darted by the

fiow of the Brig, and threw something into the water, which I presume was the

Catamaran.—Mr. Francis then drew out his watch, and turning to the Lady, I

heard him say, " 15 minute* is her time." I was now all anxiety for the result,

and held my watch, counting the minutes. In sixteen minutes the explosion took,

place, not much louder than that of a four-pounder ; an immense eoiumn of water

and smoke was thrown up, which almost obscured the Vessel : she appeared to be

lifted out of the water, and heeling to larboard, she separated in the middle, and

the two ends immediately went to the bottom ; in one muiute noiinntr. was to be

seen of her but morsels of floating wreck : the sight was the atost awful and grand

1 ever witnessed. She was riding at anchor, sails bent, new painted, and

seemingly prepared fur a Voyage ; and, as if by a rrash of Nature, in one minute

aiie disappeared and went to the bottom. The Wreck was quickly sur-ounded

kv the Boats of the curious, and I, among others, went to view her remains,

llcr forecastle and main-deck were floating, she was broke completely in two, the

planks of her deck and sidos were split m thousands of pieces, the loremast was

broke in two, Ihe mam-mast and pump were blown out ot her, and the main-lop-

•auV-yard was blown up to the •ross-trees ; her knees were torn from her sides,

and the beams of the deck broke in sever*! places: in fact, it is impossible to

describe a more complete decomposition of a Vessel, or a more dreadful crisis of

materials. It was perhaps one of the most curious Experiments which has been

made in modern times, for who would not have concluded that the powder would

spend its force on the water, which is moveable, and not pass through the strong

framed bottom of a Vessel ? Why was the report arising from the explosion so

inconsiderable, when the effect was so great ?

Doter, Oct. 2.—Yesterday forenoon, a young Man, who appeared abom thirty

years of age, and of rather genteel appcaranc c, hired a Boat to go out a pleasuring,

a* he termed it, lor which lie agreed to pay the two Men a guinea. They accord

ingly stretched across the Channel for about eight or ten miles, in full view of tb»

French Coast ; but when they were about to put about and return, he earnestly

entreated them to land him on the French ('oast, as near to Calais as they could ;

he said he had particular business there, and wanted to see a Friend. The Men,

however, very prudently refused ; and on their return brought him before the

Magistrates of this Town, whuin he told, that he was a Native of Ireland, but by

no means a Subject of Great Britain, and had a right to go where he pleased;

and, as he could get nothing to do in this Country, he thought he might as well co

to Calais « here be had a Friend who would do any thing for him. Upon searching

him, nothing was found but a lew letters of no consequence, and only one seven*

•hilling piece in money. At times he talked rather incohtrt-utlv, but still soma

method was discoverable in bis madness; it appeared, however, that he bad been

all along the Coast of Russia, and seemed to be perfectly well acquainted with it;

he sometimes spoke in a sort of broken English, more inclined to a foreign acceiit

than an Irish brogue. While at Sea, he appeared perfectly rational, and requested

the Boatmen by all means to avoid every Man of War; but when they insisted

on pulling about, tie became Sea-sick, and then talked incoherently. Altera long

txamination bclore the -Magistrate* lust night and this morning, he ha* been scat

«u tu London.
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Fine itClock, P.M.

ATTEMPT TO BttRN THE BOULOGNE FLOTILLA.

HIS Majesty's Ship the Antelope, Commodore Sir W. Sidney Smith, hu just

some into thme Koads, from off [he French Coast, after healing up Channel for the

whole of the day. About ten o'clock. A.M., the Furious Gun-brig was alsoia

fight ; but upon a Signal from the Commodore's Ship, she stretched off for

Boulogne ; a Boat from the Antelope, with two Midshipmen, came on Shore for a,

moment for some necessaries, and immediately put otf again; the gallant Sir Sid-

,uey is expected to land al the Caves in the course of the evening. We have liad

various surmises and conjectures respecting his late visit to the French Coast.

A long ten-oared Galley came in last night from that quarter, from which I learn

that an attempt had been made, headed by that intrepid Officer in person, to fira

ail the Ships in the outward Harbour of Boulogne.

Monday night being very dark, two long Galleys, with some other Boat*,

stoutly manned by a number of Volunteers from the Utrecht, Admiral's Ship, the

Antelope, and sonic other Ships, entered the Harbour. uupercetved, and had set

two of those Fire Machines, called Carcasses, adrift, which ran along with the Tide

among the Shipping ; these were tilled with a quantity of combustible matter, and

were to explode at a given time (fifteen minutes): in this they succeeded; bat,

iroiu the ponder beiug too weak, or some unknown cause, they had not tha

desired effect, although a very considerable conflagration ensued. The Men in

the Boats were unfortunately discovered, at the same moment, by the Soldiers at

the flatteries, who directly commenced a heavy fire of musketry upon them ; tha

shot Hew about them like hail, and a great quantity went through the Boats ; one

Man had not leu than three shots through the crown of his hat : seme accouute

state, that two Men were killed ; but from every thing I have been able to learn,

only one Man was badly wounded, and the rest escaped unhurt. From this attempt

great expectations are entertained, that the destruction of the Enemy's Flotilla is

inev itable, under the indefatigable and spirited talents of such an Oihcer as Sir

Sidney Smith. The late affair may be considered as a mere experiment,

ANOTHER LETTER, SAME DATE.

I HAVF. just learnt, that on Saturday night last, Captain Secombe, under the

orders of Sir YY\ Sidney Smith, went in an open Boat, and landed in Boulogne

Harbour, and fired six Carcasses, the explosion of which had the desired effect,

by destroying some of the Flotilla, and greatly injuring the Tow n : am happy to

aav there was only ouc Man wounded. Arrived the Bold Gun-brig, from a Cruise

off Calais.

Oct- 8.—Sailed this morning for Harwich, that beautiful new Packet the

Beaufoy, Captain Norris. She is a very fine Vessel of her Class, with most

excellent uctomiuodations ; makes up sixteen beds, and sails very well. Lieute

nant Hobinsou has been trying a new sort of Catamaran, built something like a

Canoe, but clinch work ; she has a contrivance to let the Water iu, and sinks the

body of the Boat under the Water, so that nothing but the heads and shoulders of

the Rowers can be seen, and the Water cau be pumped out again, and the body of

the Boat will emerge to the surface of the Water, at the will of the Director.

Yesterday Mr. Pitt, Lord Warden, held a Pilot's Court ; when James Shuttle and

Mr. Slater were made Trinity Pilots for this Port, and John Blake and Mr. Kil-

kardy for the Port of Deal. The measuring for our Harbour suli gaes ou, but tha

Plan of it is not finally fixed on.

FRENCH ■NATIONAL SHIPS

LOST, TAKEN, OK DESTROYED, SINCE THE COMMENCEMENT Or TOE

WAR, MAY IT, 1803.

Tftote to which an Asterisk * is affixed, are vow in the British Service.

* L'Affronteur Lugger, of 14 guns; taken by the Doris, of 36 guns, Captaia

R. II. Pearson, cruising off Ushant, May.
• La Francaise, pierced for 41 guns, (now FrancMse) ; taken hy the Mi?

jjotanr, of 74 etins, Captain 0. J. M. Mansfield, in company with the Thunderer,

of 74 guns, Captain W. Bedford, and Albion, of 74 g'Jiis, Captain J. Feraic/i

Channel Station, May 88.
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• L'Ambnscade, (formerly British,) of 32 gun?; retaken by the Victory, of

100 mms, Captain S. Sutton ; ou Passage to Gibraltar, May 28.

L'linpaticntc Corvette, of 20 pins; taken by the Naiad, of 39 gnns. Captain

James Wallis, in I at. 45 deg. 50 min. N„ long. 4 dcg. 40 mm., May 29.

L'lnabordable Schooner, of 4 guns, and le Commode Brig, of 4 guns ; driven

on Shore by the Lnmortalite, of 36 guns. Captain E.W. C. R. Owen, in company

with the Jalouse and Cruiser Sloops, and taken possession of by the Boats, under

a heavy Fire from the Batteries. &c. on the east side of Cape Blanc Net,

Jane 14.

L'Arab Brig, of 8 suns; taken by the Maidstone, of 32 gnns, Captain R. H.

Mowbray, near the Western Islands, June 14.

La Betsy Brig, pierced for 6 guns, mounting 4; taken and destroyed by the

Russel, of 74 guns, Captain R. Williams, off llshant, June 3.
• La Colombo Corvette, pierced for 16 guns; taken by the Dragon, of 74

guns, Captain J. Aylmer, in company with the Endymion, of 44 guns, Hon. Cap

tain C. Paget, of!' t'shant, June 18.

Le Vanteux Brig, of 10 guns ; boarded and taken by two Boats of !a Loire, of

46 guns, Captain L. F. Maitland, conducted by Lieutenant F. Temple clasa

under the Batteries of the Isle de Bas in the night ofJune 27.
• La Bacchante, pierced for 22 guns, mounting 18 ; taken by the Endymion,

of 44 guns, Hon. C. Paget, in lat. 27 deg. 12 min. N„ long. 20 dcg. W., June 25.

La Legere Schooner, armed with 14 swivels, iv.c. 2 guns; taken by the Ahum

ftivate Ship, Captain de Putron, Channel, June 28.

I,a Migonne Corvette, of lfi guns, pu reed for 18 ; taken by the Goliath, of 74

firm. Captain ('. Brisbane, detached from the Squadron under Commodore

Bayntnm, near the west end of St. Domingo, June 28.

Le Dart Brig, of 4 guns ; taken by the Apollo, of 36 guns. Captain J. W.T.

Dixon, Bay of Biscay, .Tune °,

La Providence Schooner, 200 tons bur' hen, of 2 guns, laden with heavy cannot

and timber ; taken by the Boa's of the Naiad, of 38 guns, Captain James Wallis,

at the entrance of Brest Harbour, July 4.

La Creole, of 11 guns, with 5,'iO Soldiers; taken by Commodore Bayntum's

Squadron, near St. Domingo, July 1.
• La Superieurc Schooner, of 12 guns; taken by the Vanguard, of 74 guns,

Captain James Walker ; Jamaica Station, July 2.

L'Aiguillc Brig, of 8 gun* ; taken by the Bellerophon, of 74 guns. Captain J.

Loring, Jamaica Station, July.
• La Vigilante Brij?, of 16 guns ; taken by the Hercule, of 71 guns, Jamaica

Station, July 7, (now Suftisaate.)
• L'Alcion Brig, of lfi guns; taken by the Narcissus, of 36 guns, CaptaiaR.

Donelly, near Sardinia, July 9.

Le LoHi Jiri ir, of 20 guns ; taken, at anchor, in Lcogune Roads, St. Domingo,

by the Racoon Brig, of IS guns, Captain A. Bissell, alter a severe Engagcnieiit

of fairy minutes, Jnlv 11.
• Le Poisson Volant Schooner, of 12 guns (now Flying Fish) ; taken by tht

Sq'iadron off St. Domingo, July.

L'Adour Store-ship, pierced for 20 guns ; taken by the Endymion, of 44 guns,

'Hon, Captain C. Paget, on her Passage towards Rochefort, July 16.
• L'Knfant Proriigue Corvette, (now St. Lucia,) of 16 guns ; taken by tn»

Emerald, of 36 guns, Captain James O'Bryen, between St, Lucia and Martinique,

July 21.

Le D.iquesne, of 74 guns, and l'Oisean, of 36 guns; taken by the Vanguard,

of 74 guns, Captain J. Walker ; Bellerophon, ol 74 guns, Captain J. Lonqg ;

nnd Tartar, of 32 guns, Captain J. Perkins, ou the north side of St. Domingo,

July 25.
• L'Epcrvicr Brig, of 16 guns ; taken by I'Egyptienne, of 50 gnns, Hon. dpt.

C. E. Fleming, on the Passage between Guailaloupe and l'Orieut, July 87

J.es Deux Amis Schooner, of 3 guns ; and les Trois Frercs Scliooncr, of 3 guns;

taken by the. Racoon, of 18 guns, Captain A. BisacII ; ou the Coast of Cubs, in

August. # . *

Schooner, name unknown, pf 2 juns ; run oil Shore and destroyed by ditto pa

the suihe dn v. * , ' ■■
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La Mutine Brig, of 18 guns ; run on Shore and destroyed, after a short but

spirited Action, by the Racoon, of 18 guns. Captain A. Bissell, on the Coast of

Cuba, August 17th. The Racoon had two Lieutenants and forty-two Men absent

at the time in Prizes.

* Le Papillon Corvette, of 6 guns, pierced for If; taken by the Vanguard, of

74 guns, Captain James Walker, at St. Marc's, St. Domingo, September 4.

Le Courier de Nantes Schooner, of 8 guns ; taken by the Vanguard, of 74i

guns, Captain James Walker, off St. Domingo, September 5.

* La Sagesse, of 28 guns, taken by the Theseus, of 74 guns, Captain John

Bligh, at Port Dauphin, St. Domingo, September 8.

* Le Goelan Brig, of 18 guus, and a Cutter*, (now the Sandwich,) of 12

guns ; taken on the Evacuation of Anx Cayes, St. Dommgo, by la Pique, of 36

guns, Captain W. Cumberland, and Pelican Brig, of 18 guns, Captain H. Whitby,

October.

La Petite Fille Gun-brig, la Jeune Adelle Schooner, of 6 guns, and I'Amitie-

Cutter, of 4 guns and 6 swivels ; taken by the Racoon Bri.;, of 18 guns. Captain

A. Bissell, October 14. These Vessels came out ot Cumberland Harbour, on the

Coast of Cuba, having 350 Troops, including eighty Officers of all ranks, deter

mined to carry the Racoon by boarding. But, after an Action of nearly five

hours, they were obliged to strike. The Prisoners of la Petite Fille afterwards

rose on the Prize-master, and run her on Shore on the Rocks. The Enemy had 4

killed and wounded ; the Racoon none.

* Le Rcnard Schooner, of is; guns ; taken by Lord Nelson's Squadron in the

Slediterranean, November 16.

Le Vautour Lugger, of 12 guns, pierced for 16 ; taken by the Boadicea, of 38

guns, Captain John Maitland, off Cape Finisterre, November 24.
La Buyonnaise, of 3C2 guns ; chased into the Bay of Cape Finisterre by the

Ardent, of 64 guns, Captain R. Winthrop, and blown up by her own Crew, at

midnight, to prevent being taken, November 27.

* Surveillante, of 40 guns ; Clorinde of 40 guns ; Vertu of 40 guns ;

Cerf • Brig, of 12 guns ; de Couverte Schooner, of 6 guns ; Novelle Sophie, and

Justini, Hired Ships ; surrendered, together win a number of Transports, &c.

at Cape Francois, St. Domingo, November 30, (including above 5000 Pri- '

soners, the remains of the French Army commanded by General Rochambeau,)

to the Bellerophon, of 74 guns, and the rest of the Squadron under Commodore

J. Loring.

1804.

Passe par Tout, Chasse Maree, of 2 guns ; taken on the Malabar Coast by

the Boats of the St. Fiorenzo, of 40 gtms, Captain J. Bingham, January 14.

* Le Curieux, of 16 guns ; boarded and cut out from under Fort Edward,

Martinique, by four Boats of the Centaur, of 74 guns, Commodore Sir Samuel

Hood ; conducted by Lieutenant 1{. C. Reynolds, February 4.

Coquette Schooner, of 2 guns, with 95 Men ; captured by the Stork Sloop, Cap

tain G. L. Geyt ; Jamaica Station, February 24.

Colouibc Cutter, of 4 guns ; cut out from the Harbour of Slays by two Boat]

,of the Cruiser and Rattier Sloops, directed by Lieutenant Francis Cameron, but

struck, and was burnt on the Bar in the night of March 8.

Le Terreur Cutter, of 10 guns ; taken by la Piqua, of 40 guns, Captain C. B.

H. Ross ; Jamaica Station, March 18.

La Charante Corvette, of 20 guns, and la Joie Brig, of 14 guns ; driven aground

and burnt at the entrance of Bourdeaux River, by PAigle, of 36 guns, Captain

George Wolfe, July 16.

La Lauretto Schooner, of 5 guns, pierced for 16 ; taken by the Pelican Brig,

of 18 guns, Captain John Marshall ; Jamaica Station, August 23.

Le Hazard Corvette, of 16 guns ; taken by the Echo Sloop, of 16 guns, Captain

Edmund Boger, orTCuracoa, October 1.

Gracieuse, of 14 guns ; taken by the Blanche, of 36 guns, Captain Zachariah

Mudgc, otfCuracoa, October 21.

1805.

La Psyche, of 36 guns ; taken February 14, by the St. Fiorenzo, of 36 guns,

Caprain H. Lambert, East Indies ; lat. 19 deg. M., long. 85 deg, E., after a Terr

spirited resistance of three hours and a half.

*3at>. ffibron. ffloLXIV. y y
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* VUIe de Militn, of 48 guns ; taken by the Leander, of 50 guns, Captain Join

Talbot ; on the Halhfax Station, Feb. 23. The Ville de Mtlau had previously

taken the Cleopatra, of 32 guns, after a long and most determined resistance ;

which latter was also retaken by the Leander.

Schooner, (name unknown,) of 7 guns; sunk by the Gracieuse, of 14 guru,

Captain T. L. Smith ; Jamaica Station, April 9.

LAmitie Schooner, of 14 guns ; taken June 10, by the Blanche, of 36 gun«,

Captain Zachariah Mudge ; Jamaica Station.

Le Faune Corvette, ot 16 guns ; taken August 15, by the Goliath, of 74 guns,

Captain R Barton, aud Camilla, of 74 guns. Captain B. W. Taylor; Channel.

DUTCH NATIONAL SHIPS LOST, TAKEN, OR DESTROYED.

...» 1803.

De Haasje Brig, of 6 suns, pierced for 18 ; taken by the Caroline, of 36 gam,

Captain B. VV. Page, near the Cape of Good Hope, August 2.

* HippomcnesCorvetic, of IS ijtins ; taken at the Surrender of Demerara and

Ussequibo to the Naval and Military Forres under tlic Command of Sir Samuel

Hood and General Greenfield, September 19.

Serpent Schooner ; taken at the Suin nder of Bcrbice to Captain L0. Hand,

of the Heurctix, of 74 guns, September 26.

1804.

Drnak Schooner, of 5 guns ; taken by the Lilly Sloop, of 18 guns, Captain W,

Lyall, near Bermuda, March 1.

Antelope, of 5 guns ; taken the C3d of March, at night, by the Pinnace snd

Cutter of the Siork, of 18 guns, Captain G. le Geyt ; West Indies. The Cap:ure

was effected by eighteen Sejimen, cnimuaudcd by Lieutenant Robertson, »iio ill

conducted themselves with the utmost Bravery.

Atalaute Brig, ot 16 guns ; taken at anchor in the Vlie-stream, hy the Scorpion

Sloop, of 18 guns, Captain G. N. Hanlingr, and beaver Sloop, ol 1 8 guns, Captain

Charles Pelly, in I he night of March 31.

* Proserpine, (now Amsterdam,) of 32 guns ; Pylades • Corvette, of 13 guns;

George Schooner, of 10 guns, and seven Gun-boats; taken at the Surrender of

Surinam to the Naval and Military Forces under Commodore Sir Samuel Hood

and Major-General Sir Charles Green, May 4.

One Schuyt, No. 2H ; taken, May i>i>, by Sir Sidney Smith's Squadron, beweti

F'lushing and Uslcnd ; and live others sunk.

1805.

L'Honncur Schooner, of 12 guns ; taken, with 1000 stand of Arms, &c. by the

Providence armed Ship, of 16 guns, Captain P. 11) e, otf Schelling, in the Norti

Sea, April 11.
Seven Schuyts ; taken April 24, by the Squadron under Rear-Admini Don;-

las, olf Cape Grisnez.

Spanish sines or war captured.

Medee, of 44 guns ; la Fama, of 36 ; and la Clara, of 36 ; taken, after a severe

Action, and detained by the Indefatigable, of 40 guns, Captain Graham Moore;

Medusa, of 38 guns, Captain John Gore ; Lively, of 38 guns, Capt. (i. £. Hainond;

and Amphion, of 32 guns. Captain S. Sutton ; off Cape St. Mary, Octolier 5.

The Treasure on board the three Ships was, on » moderate computation, at leas!

one million sterling. The Mercedes, another Frigate, of 36 guns, accompanied

the Ships captured, hut Mew up ten minutes after the Action commenced, and all

on board, excepting 41 Persons, perished.
Matilda, (with quicksilver,) of 38 guns; taken by the Medusa, ofSdgunSi

Captain John Gore, off Cadiz, November.
* Ampbitrite, of 36 guns ; takcisJjy the Donnegal, of 80 guns, Sir R J. Smcltta.

Bart., off Cadiz, November 25.
Santa Gertruyda, (with 1,215,000 Dollars, Sec.) of 36 guns; taken by the Po

lyphemus, of 64 guns, Captain John Lawlord ; Lively, ot 38 guns, Captain t>. «-

Hanioud, in sight ; off Cape St. Mary, December 7.
San -Miguel, or Kl Felix; (valued at ''00,0001. sterling ; taken by the Livcl'i «

38 guns, Captain G. K. lluiuoud, December 7, on the Western Ocean.
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Mercury, (with 10,000 Dollars); taken by the Phoenix, of 36 guns, Captain

T. Baker, on the Western Ocean, December.

Dido (with specie, &c.) ; taken by the Fisgard, of 38 guns, Captain Lord Ro

bert Mark Kerr, on the Western Ocean, December.

N. S. dos Dolores (with 200,000 Dollars, &c. ) ; taken by the Naiad, of 38 guns,

Captain T. S. Dumlas, on the Western Ocean, December.

Infanta Carlos Corvette, (with 130,000 Dollars, &c.) of 16 guns ; taken by the

Diamond, of 38 guns, Captain T. Elptunstone, on the Western Ocean, De

cember.

1805.

Orquijo, of 18 gnns; taken, the 8th of February, by the Pique, of 36 guns,

Captain C. B. H. Ross, off the Havana.

La Elizabeth, of 10 guns ; taken the 3d of April, by the Bacchante, of 20 guns.

Captain Charles Dashwood, offthe Havana.

San Rafael, of 84 guns ; FJ Firmc, of 74 guns; th ken, July 2, in the Action

between Sir R. CaJder's Squadron and the Combined Fleets of France and Spain,

commanded by Admirals Villeneuve and Gravina, lat. 43 deg. N., long. 1 1 deg.

W. The Fight was most gallantly maintained during four hours by the British,

and terminated in the Enemy's total defeat. The Ordnance exceeded that of Sit

R. Caldcrby one half!

The following is a curious and an accurate State of the Royal Navy of Great

Britain, at three different Periods, collected from authentic Document's, from a

Ship of IL'O guns to 8 guns, in Commission, Ordinary, and Building, inclusive.

IN THE YEAB 1747, SEPTEMBER.

Gum. No. of Shipt.

- 13

40 - 30

20 -, 45

Bombs . 16 -

Yacht. - -

Total 288

Very few Hired" Armed Ships at this period.

IN THE YEAR 1779, SEPTEMBER.

A*o. of Shipf.

41

15

40 '

187

34

Total 400

Includes Hired Armed Vessels in the above List.

In 1779, on the List there were, Admirals ..... 62

Of which have died, to September, 1805 ..... 60

Remain alive .......... 2

Admiral Sir P. Parker, Admiral R. Roddam, Esq.

There were also alive, Post Captains ...... 300

Whereof have died - - - - - - - - n , *5» .«

Alive only .......... 41

In Ordinary ; 100 guns to 64 - - - •

Commission ; 100 guns to 64 - - -

Ordinary ; 60 guns to AO -

Commission ; 60 guns to 50 -

Fifth Rates to Sloops of 16 and 8 guns, Ordinary -

Fifth Rates to Sloops, Commission -

Building from 100 guns to 10



348 NATAL HISTORY OF TBE PRESENT YEAR, 1805.

IN THE YEAB 1805, SEPTEMBER.

No. of Skips.

In Ordinary, from 120 guns to 64 ...... 45

In Commission, troru 120 guns to 64 ...... 119

Ditto, building - -- -••--» - *T

In Ordinary, from 52 to 44 guns ...... 17

Ditto, building ------ 1

In Commission, from 50 to 44 guns ...... 19

Building, from 44 10 20 guns ....... 16

In Ordinary, from 44 to 20 guns n 39

In Commission, from 44 to 20 guns ...... 140

Sloop* of War in Ordinary ........ $6

Building ........... 14

In Commission - - - - - - - - - 412

Hired Armed Ships, Brigs, Luggers, and Cutters, the property of the

Merchants - - - - - - - - - 108

Total 983

For these 983 Men ofWar and Hired Armed Ships, there are appointed

Numerical and Daily Signals, that each Ship may know another, and

be known at the Telegraph.

From these Lists it appears, by the Vigilance of Government, seconded

by the different Boards of Admiralty, the Navy of Great Britain in

creased from 174710 1779 .-.-..-113

From 1779 to 1805 - 583

Total Increase of the British Navy in 50 years .... 695

HtV.ita on Sorbite,

Copied verbatim j rom the Loudon Gazette.

[Continued from page 200.]

ASMIRALTV-OFTICE, OCT. 5, 1805.

Copy of a Letterfrom Rear-Admiral Pacres, Commander in Chief of His Majesty's

Ships at Jamaica, to H't//iam Marsdtn, Esq., dated Hercult, Port Royal, Swfc

July 1805.

"JT HEREWITH transmit, for their Lordships' information, the copy of a letter

I have received from Lieutenant Fromow, commanding His Majesty's

Schooner Superieure, acquainting me of his having captured a very fast sailing

Spanish Felucca Privateer that has much annoyed the Trade of the Island of
• Jamaica. I am, &c. J. R. DACRES.

His Majesty's Schooner Superieure, Wednesday,

24tft July 1805. The Mtrant Keys X.

un, Three Deg. E. distant 45 Mile*.

I have the honour to inform you, that Hi» Majesty's Schooner under my Corn-

Band feU m with, and alter a Chase of nine hours, going tree, captured the Spanish

Felucca El Santa Maria Magdalena, alias Son Sorito, commanded by Antonio

Amet, armed with one gun aud small arms, and manned with thirty Men ; has

been cruising twenty days, and has only taken one Drogger.

I have the honour to be, &c

t to J. R. Daeres, Esq., Commander in Chief, W. C. FROMOW.
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ocTOorn 15.

Copy of a letter from Lieutenant liobert Tomlimon, Commander of His Ma/rsty's

Can-brig the Oeiterom, to WUUom Mundc*, £«/., dated in liibraUnr-Bay, the

lith September 1805.

SIR,

I have the honour to acquaint you, foe tlieir Lordships' information, that,

cruising pursuant to orders from Sir William Boltun, Ban., on the 11th lustaut,

■bout one A. M., the Hock of Gibraltar bearing about N. N. \V. two leagues, I

fell in with and captured the Gun-boat No. 4, Lieutenant Nicholas Majorca,

Commander, carrying one long twenty-four pounder, one carronadu, and llurty-

four Men ; we likewise took seven Merchant Vessels of the Convoy, which are

all arrived safe in this Roadstead; they were from Malaga bound to Algeziraa.

It is with great pleasure that I have to report to their Lordships the zeal and

activity with which every Officer and Man did his duty on this occasion : and

when their Lordships are informed that these Vessels were taken in the fare

of eight of the Enemy's armed Vessels, who had charge of the Convoy, and who

carried near three hundred Men, I most humbly hope my conduct will meet

their Lordships' approbation. I remain, with the greatest respect,

R. TOMLINSUN, Lieut, and Com.

€asfc3lnDia 31nttUig£nct\

SHIPPING.
rj| ''HE Hawkezbury, Baring, and Airly Castle, from Catijam, and the Duke of

Montrose, from Bengal, arrived at Madras on the lstol May. By intelligence

received from Canton, by the Ships lately arrived from thence, we learn, that the

Force of the Pirates in the Chinese Seas amounts to upwards of 800 Junks, well

armed, having on hoard above 60,000 Men. They have become so formidable,

that they for some months stationed themselves in the Taypa, and approached the

Portuguese Foils with the greatest courage. Whilst they remained on this Station,

all supplies from Canton were cut off. The trading Ships having fortunately

returned from India, were fitted out from Macao with all expedition, and were on

the point of sailing, when an account was received, that a communication had

been made to these Marauders of the Force that was to proceed against them.

They accordingly quitted their Station, and made a precipitate retreat.

Bombay, Feb. 26.—The James Sibbald, belonging to Bombay, has been captured

on her Passage from Calcutta ; her Cargo 16,000 bags of rice. The Brig Cathe

rine, Captain White, from Calcutta, bound to Ceylon, with provisions for His Ma

jesty's Squadron, was also taken by the same Privateer. Her name the Harriet,

Captain Henri.

Calcutta, April 23.—The Ship Arran, Captain William Robb, anchored yestert

day off Calcutta, from Madras, whence she sailed on the 15th instant. Passenger,

Miss Fleming. We have the pleasure tostate, that Captain Kobb has brought in

telligence of the Capture of the French Privateer Brig Gautavie, of 14 guns and

113 Men, by His Majesty's Ship Caroline, off Madras, and had taken her into that

Port. The Privateer had been about two months out from the Isle of France, and

had taken the Prize, the Ann, Captain Gibson. A few clays prior to these Ships,

a Dutch 44 gun Frigate sailed from Batavia, her destination not known.—Star,

extra.

From the Bombay Courier, May 11, 1805.—On Saturday last, the 5lh instant,

anchored in the Harbour, the Lowjee Family, Captain George Harrower, from

Canton. She left the Macao Roads on tlie 7th of March, in company with tits)

second homeward-bound China Fleet, under Convoy of His Majesty's Ship Athc-

nienne, of 64 guns, consisting of the following ludiamen ; viz.

Neptune, Captain Donaldson ; Perseverance, Captam Tweedle ; Ceres, Captain

Dunslord; Alnwick Castle, Captain Gladstones ; Cun'uels, Captain Halkettj

Royal Charlotte, Captain Franklin ; Alston, Captain Jameson ; Taunton Castle,

Captain Pearce ; and True Briton, Captain Hughes ;—from which she parted on>

the 6th of April, about ten leagues to tne westward of Acheen Head.

Passengers per Luwjee Family, Mrs. Harrower and Captam Ross, and the Offi

cers dt the Friendship, of Madras, which was wrecked in November- last uu th*

Coast ol' Hayuan ; the Crew saved.



350 JTAVAI. HISTORY OP TIIE PRESENT TEAK, 1805.

Picmottotw ant 9ppointmmt0,

Captain Lawford is appointed to the Impetucux ; Captain Dann, to the Lee-

don, which Ship Sir J. T. Duckworth has hoisted his Flag on board of ; Sir

Roiiorl Barlow, to the Barfleur; Captain Rathborne, to the Foudroyant, SirT.

Graves's Flag Ship ; Captain J. W. Loring to the Santa Margarita ; Captain R.

Macdonald..tn the Franchise ; Captain Nairn, to the 'Hallifax Sloop : Captain

Bushy, to the Heron ; Captain Hodgson, to the Spy ; Captain Wilkinson, to the

Kightm.rale ; Captain S'ansell, to 111? Gnrrjon ; Captain Adams, to the R -sistsnce,

e new Frigate, of 5<) gnns ; Captain P. Camp! ell, to the Chiftbnne ; Captain

Bradhy, to the Calypso, nice Forster ; Captain R. Williams, to the Alert ; Cap

tain Garth, to thelmogene ; Captain Joyce, to the Camel ; Captain Fayerman, to

the Formidable ; Captain Giffard, to the Athenian ; Captain G. Moore, to the

Fame, a new 74; Captain Rodd, to the Indefatigable; Captain Stiles, to the

Adamant ; Cnp'ain J Brisbane, to the Alcniene ; Captain Palmer, to the Wizard ;

Captain Simpson, o! the Wasp, to the Star ; Captain James, to the Kite ; Captain

Collins, to the Meteor ; Captain Siade, to (lie Duchess of Bedford ; and Captain

T. Brown, lo the Raven.

Captain Garretr, Commander of the Sea Fencibles at Southampton, and Son of

D. Garrett, Esq., of Porsnioulh, it appointed to eon manil the Kent, of 74 guns.

Lieutenant Dacres, Son of Admiral Dacres, is appointed to cemmand the

FJk Sloop ; Lieutenant P. Lone, to the Watchful ; and Lieutenant Lead), to the

Cracker.

BIRTHS.

September 1. At Holme Pierrepont, near Nottingham, the Lady of the Hon.

C. H. Pierrepont, a Cap'rin in the Royal Navy, M. P. tor the County, of a Son.

At Dover, the Lady of Captain Western, of the Royal Navy, of a Daughter.

Octoner 11*. At Shepherd's Bush, Middlesex, the Larly of Lieutenant Hardacre,

of the Royal Navy, of a Daughter, which makes the seventh Daughter in suc

cession.

MARRIAGES.

September 13. At Ramsgate, lieutenant Rowland Money, of the Royal Nary,

to Miss Maria Money, Daughter of the late William Money, Eiq., of Wallkiw-

ftow.

16. At Kinsale, S. C. Rowley, Esq., Captain in the Royal Navy, and M. P.

for the same place, to Miss Thompson, of Cork.

At Lisbon, Junes Si. Auhyn, Esq., of Plymouth Dock, to Miss Ixiuisa Mitch

ell, Daughter ot Sampson Mitchell, Esq., of the Royal Navy, Lisbon.

Lieutenant Meredith, of the Royal Marines, to Miss Hicks, of Enbonmc.

At Weymouth, Lieutenant Falconer, of the Royal Navy, to Mrs. Jones,

Widow of the late Rector of Laicliinjiton, in Fjsex.

Oefi>6irl2. At St. George's, Hanover-square, Captain Harris, of the Royal

Navy, t« Miss Williams, of Berwick Castle, Wilts.

At Plymouth, R. Bromley, Esq., of the Royal Navy, to Miss Sheppard,

Daughter of Dr. Sheppard, of Plymouth Dock-yard.

OBITUARY.

September 30. Robert Spottiswoode, Esq., of Dunipace, late Commanderof

theLrd Nelson F.as' Indian, i,n.

On board the Trident, two days before she reached the Downs, from the East

Indies, Captain Batt, late Commander of the Albatross S'oop.

G. Bcsborough, Esq., Agent Victualler to the Fleets on the Leeward Island

Station.

At Slonelionse, near Plymouth, Mrs. Coutts, Widow of Captain Cootts, of the

Royal Marines.

I-ately, on hoard the Hyspna, on his Passage from Barbadoes, Lieutenant

Smylie, of His Majesty's late Ship Cyiene

October 1. Captain George Clarke, of the Royal Navy —See pare 287.

S3. At his house, near Portsmouth, Rear-Ad uiiral R. Palliser Cooper. He

was in good health till wiihin halt an honr of his Death. The Reor-Arimiral was

on the Superannuated List, He was made a Post Captain in the Year 17J8.
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SHIPS LOST, DESTROY i:D. CAPTURED, AXD RECAPTURED, &c.

FROM MARCH 22 TO MAT 3, 1805.

♦T*Hfc Virorii, ———, from MontevM.lo to Cadia, is
* liken by the Wafp Sloop, a*d lent inro Lisbon.
The Pomona, , from Sun.l< rlir.a to Ton ft. m,

«as captured off" F>KTl*n i, loth March, by s French P ii-
rttit'f, ft >ce rrt*«=i by the GreyhounJ Revenue Cutter.
«nd Tent into Weymouth.
Tbe Spr>rtfman, Stanton, from Litem to Gibraltar, it

taken, xnd carried into Ab/C7iiM.
The Aurora, spcr.c?-, t'rum Newfoundland, Is toft at

CiuraltT } Cre w raved.
The North Star, Harker, from Liverpool to Berblce, ii

•n Shore at Ho'yhead-
Th« Laurel, Tay!ot% from Liverpool » Greenock, is

total >■ loft in the Mull of Ga>loway. Cre* faved.

The Lyka Ocfc Wele.nr, from Penzance to Triefte, was
loft astli January, nevr Triefte.
The Euryalui Frinte tut taken the St. Toteph, from

River Plate to Cadiz, and fe* t her into Por-fmouth.
The Fame, ipanlih Privateer, of 4 e«n» and 61 Men,

wai captured off opor.o Bar the ift March, by the Circe
frigate.
The Brif Affinity, Wtrdmpptr, from Sunderland, wi',

Captured about r'.ree leagues off PortJind, on the / i-J
March, by the Bouheur Preach Brie Privateer, of 14 sunt

and retaken th« fame day by t e Greyhoubd
•1, and is arrived at Weymouth.

_ :, Hur.btireh, f.om Zant to London, wai
taken aitd burnt in the Mediterranean.
Three Brigs, names ur.k: own, were captured off the

Land's End an the ajd March, by a French Privateer.
The Elizabeth, Smith, and the Sara , Jones, from

Dublin to London, were wrecked fix mi'c« to the weft-
ward 0/ Bou^fne, 14th lvcember tafi ; all the Crew of
the Elizabeth and tbe Mate and two Boys of the Sarah
drowned.
The Emilii, Jenkins, from Havre tc Embden, was Inft

•n tt e Co .ft of B^rkum 0.1 tne uth ternary.
From tlie jLurnil du Commerce of the 91;. and tuth

ftfnrcl).—" The Piufper Privateer U> ft.nL into Treym
an E: aliJh Brig laden with coal*.
" The Glaneur Privateer of Calais hat taken, and <cr;t

into that Port, the Con.incrcc, Wnitakcr, from Cork to
Loudon 5 and the Robert and Ann, Heoderloa, from
Shorer^m t . London.1'
The Newbnd, Dor-fin, In bill aft. Is taken and funk by

cLc Silnrte Pirncb rrivatcer in t e N.-rrh Seas,
Tbe Pomona, Collind, from Smyrna to Amtterdant, is

The Ebenezer. Baarlon, frnm Chriftianfand to Bally-
t>.jr ■ . , isftranded tear Eatlvft-.anf.oB.
The Friendthip, Spelmm, from 1 '.-r.lv. r to Cork,

was loft on tbe Bocks off Lavei.s Karen, ja NovcinCer
■aft.
Tbe William and Jane, Cole, from New York to fted-

raft, i* loft near the Roues. Part of the Carto expected
to be fared.
The Cud Dcu>n, Altken*, from Liverpool to Kira, is

totally loft off the Iilc of Mm.
The Duchei's of Rutland (Tranftjort), FoSeate, from

Malta to In l nd, was taken and burnt, 6th February,
aty the incorruptible Frigate | the Crew earned to Caff-
UUfcoa,

The Prince of Afturiut, Gl ed, from Purtfrrtuth to
Jtur-L. : , . was taken by a trench ■ ; . ..r ■ , confrti> t

«f one T;ree Decker, two No's, t- o 74*!, ana fwc
Kr.,; • , wtucb arrived at M 1 ; /.. , ■ from Ruchfort on

she loth Ftn*
The Curieux Stoop of War hat taken the Madame

Zmetif trench Frivueer, of 11 eun 1 after a fii^ En.
a>ecai nt, and earned bar into 1; h! 1 .■ .■ .

The Celine, BaptLlto, tro-n Liib«;i Name*, Is
diet j In . 1 ny tne Traier Gun-bng, and lent iu;o Cork.
The B aver, ——. f.om Poole to Lirfrpi.J, was

tak.a j. i, Match by la Coiirian«.e knvatter, re:akcti 1,' .
Bjr the L>i,£i4> Fmate, aita Tent luto Pi;Caou;:i.

The MlAerva, DunfterviH;, from Londrn to Sr. Via-
cent'i ; ami ti e Pervy, • arret, frcm Ln:ioo>i to Tortma,
have been taken, a id retaktn near liirbjJoes, ai.d carried
U.to that Ifland.
n^e Q_!eea Ciartette, —, from Whitehiven w

Grt-juia, hi* been capiutd, retaken, ana arrived at Gre*
nada.
The A trt, Laagky, and the Caftle, Ar'l rihn, from

Mal:a to London, and a Sl.i;i and a Erip, names unknira-r.,
pari of the Aruw ajid Ache.-., a'. Convoy, are taken by
the Fucrtc 1 riweer if Ca.ikr, and were carried i.ito Vu.
lapa the ajhof Marc^. It iiieported the fame rTrt.?.terr
had taken another VeiTd of chat t lect, and fent her iota
Alceziras.
The W anton, Haken, from Tobago t* St. Vincent's, it

captured.
The Nancy and Fe«xy, Harrifm, from Duh'in to Li

verpool, ia on fhure near Holyhead, but cxptct'.d to br
tot off.
The Commerce, Whitaktr, from Cork to Loudo-^ .%

taken and cirricd Inro C ilais.
Tha Schooner Lrviamento Falcan, de Jerus, fnan

LliSon to Liverpool, wa* ftranded a-jtn March, naar
Pwllbery.
The Nelly, Manerman, from Hull to Oporna, Is taken

by roe Diabello Privateer, of Vigrn and carried inta*
Guarda.
The Sweriifh Ga'Jlot Anna Chariot ri, Lendt, from Dub-
n ro Opotto, is rlrtaiiied by a Spanifh Pritateer, aal

fettt into a Port in Gaticb.
Tne Georsje and Brldaet, MXole, from Lrndon tn Ja

maica ; the Brother*, -—, from I nmton f Barb does;
and the Weft bury, Glbert. frnrn Briftol to Grenada, are
captured, and carried into GusdxlO'ine.

Tr.e Herme., Clianman, from London to Jamaica, as
ta- tn and carried into Cuaoa'tupt*.

Tt e Maryanrv, Mortimer, from VifHca to the Weft I*-
dl:s, is lor onrheCoaft. People faved.
The Hiatt^eSra.da Lop.-, from Liverpool, ia detained at

V.so.
ft-.e Adventure, Wpr" tfrn, from the C'.vrarvf rflaade

to Lonjon, Having loft her rudder, wai burnt in the Me-
ditcrraaean.
The tinlari, le Brnn, from Naples to Jerf ■/, upfct, * -d

founder* a in the Mediterranean.
Tbe Mentor, Ha Ui>, inn Marfcillea to Emaden, ia

fent into Yarmouth by t.ie Bold Gun Brit..
Tlie ForTui;a, Pinfa, from Londco to si. Michaers, f9t

ln:o St. An^crts in datrcft, on nth tXtcn~.be', harue
carried away alt her fails off Cape Fir.ifterre. Her Carto
wai feireti on !r c 14^, as Kngiifh pnipertj , and it waa
txpt titi it would be cat.fnc*;ed.
Tht Sar*h, Colem it., from Yai'mouth, it 1 at in U;e

Hi maer. Crew lived.
The Kmerald, M4Fariane, from London to Lofton aad

Jan aica, Is put into Letmud a in uiitrcfs.
T;»c Cvrr.mtrtc, (American*, Rockwell, f;om Llw-

pooi tc hew Or *, ■* captured by a French P.i'ateer.
Crew arrived at N^rth Carolina, in the Mary, Ainu J.
The Briti^i Qliccn, Rwbfou, is kdk i.ear Shields Hay

briur. Cre» fav^d.
The R'jby, <i a.ithain, fr m Dublin to Jamnira, waa

taken by the Grange Dr&ree Pnvate«r, nf ,c tur<s, arx car-
ried Into Guaial upt tbe a^th January.
Tl c Guardia", Wuplex, from New York to Dublin, ia

Utally loft ntai Cur .
The ArJrai; si>..r<> ; and the PbilLpc BnfSSnthim, of

and for Bal'iO.ore, from St. Do-'Irir*), \.<.rr iskcc off
Crooked I ft. ml% ill January, by the Geneial En.cof frl-
viicer, a-'t! kfc bj in tat. a5. /j &. -1. furmor
was o-aeicd t* Gjai a^upe, and the istt-r r ■ St. mar
tin's. Il.e Privau-cr arri.ad a: Oa-da-cupe :he aorti ef
Janoary.
The Manhattan, LaJter, frona Ba'.a*la tu New Y~tk,
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wart detained it Set on the ilth February, by the
■*it> Brig, and Tent for New Providence.

v c Hibrmia, Pratt, from Africa to turirum, has been
Uml retaken, and carried ir.ru Barha'.oei.
The Forbes, Barrett, fraiu l :■ no I, wat taken on the

wii'Owjrd Coaft of Africa in December \*ft.
The Bhochard, M. Crnick, from Africa to the Weft

' Bodies, it captured near Barbtdoes, and carried into Gua-
dhJeauat*

'J he Shannon, Otborn, frrnn Liverpool to Baltimore, in
L i • i ; the Wilton, ■''.'-(", , or* Workington, and
a Br is from ScotUn . ro Newfoundland, have been taken
mi r Tory by a Privateer ot" 14 Guns. The for-
n-er {ince retaken by the People v\ board, and arrived at
Whire hat es*
The Scorpion, Wirti.il, from Cork to London, It cap-

Hired.
The ' v t-' f'i>rn London tn Honduras, has been

taken by let lVux Ami- Privateer, retaken by the Pirn-
etf Charlotte Filiate, aid fen* fur Jamaica.
The Nimble, Freeman, from Lonoon to Aberdeen,

•a* uken off' the Spurn 9th April, by a Lufxer Pri-

Jbe fortune and the Maronga French Privateers are
iken by ttie Concorde Ftigntc, and carried into Bombay,

The Expedition, Watt, with coals, for London, la Cunt
■ear Shk-MU.
The Chctttrrlctd, Brame, from Naples to London 5

•ad the HaiunJi, k,m-p, from Sicily to London, .ire taken
by, the Kuerte Privateer ut Cadiz, and earned into Malaga
Oth of March.
The Aid,, Wright, frot.i London to Oporto, t» takes and

cairud iuto a Tort mar Vigo,
Tite Wettmureiantl Piivatevr, of Liverpool, Gondall,

U t ken by a Trench fmateer after a Ions viotaitcrrtrnt.
The Zer Geiufter*, de Vriei, from I i.uon to AinttT-

' dans., U <i'-:aincd by the spy Pritatecr, uf Dartmouth,
and arrived at Plymouth.
The Fanny, — , from St. Lucia to Briftol, foun

dered at tea.
From the Journal du Commere; to the atl. of April.

—** The Intrenide Privateer, of Nice, has ftnt intoa spa-
nidi Port nti fcngl.th Vellel laden wr.h t' bacco.

** Let Deux Friret Privateer, of Boulogne, las taken
and carried into St. Vallcry the Albion, Kifward, from
t*l,. ta,>uih to Sunderland.

** The Glancur Privateer, iif Calais, ha* taVtrt and Tent
Into O.rend the Hope, Knock, uf 71 ton* burthen, in
baJUft."
The Biicaya, ■ —, Sntnilh Ship, from Monte»cido to

BinVia, was Uken lid of March, ncor St. Michael's, shy
tt>e Neptune, Captain Henrys from Greenock, and is ar<
need in the Clyde.
The Cuno,ueitaaor, do* Santos, nocn Cork to Lisbon, Is

ta'-r.'i by a Spanifh -Pnvatevr> a<d carried into Vigo.
The Ship Union, Jacob*, atnved at Philadelphia from

Batavia, was hoarded 39th January in Tat . lj. so. N.,
fen*. 47. 2$. W., by an armed ttrtg, under SnaniOt Co
lours, bud to be from Cadiz, called the Santo del Ciirnano.
She hal captured an stngl.lh Guintaman a few days
before.
The Mary, WaJden, from Lynn to Scotland, has been

ta-eu by a Lugger Friratvei" <>t* 4 guns, iciaken by His
Majen>(« Ship iiitlexibic, (which has aHo captured the
Jhrtvatier) and amtcd at Yarmouth.
The CieopatrA Fnnnre, 0/ ji ssuna, waa taken on the

Fi.if.in station, altera Uvere Kusntement, by the Ville
He Milan, Frci.ch nrl>--aun Ship, which i* fince taken by
Hi:- Majefty's Ship Leaiiekr, which baa alfo retaken the
Cit-ttpatM.
Tlie Europe, , from Mortterctdo, la Uken by the

The William, M>lwr, >s iob at Plaint!
Jamaica.
The Mayflower Priv.it. er, of Guernfey, hal mkfn And

carried into that lliand it* bpaalflt stup la Perla, Perayra,
from MonteveuU to Vigo aim Curunna, laden with 24,000
hirer, iw> 1c runs tal ow, and to boxes, containing 30,000
daltaxs.
The Minerva, from Ar>f«S ha» been taken off

Surinam hy a Priraucr, fine* retaken, and arrived at
Barnadoo.
The Friendftiip, Ivam, from Newsharadland to Eire-

Un.', failed Sfl of January lafr, tad has not Quce brea
bavrd cf.

The Eurene, m, f om Bourdraua to New Or-
V cans, is detained by the Renard Sloop, am feot into Ja-

flftfd »fd NcwfouidUiid, was (aJUQ 25th .March, oil tnr

Land's tod, by a French Privateer, and carried iz»
Brett.
1 he Little Sifters, VicVers, from Briftol to Hewtbati-

Ihrtd, it no ftu.re on Wtcklnw It nL Crew fared.
The 7 phyr, Pace, frum Virginia b* Jamaica, it lot x

the Grand Caic ia.
The William, late Rawfon, from Jamaica to Loades,

was taken ajcii December by a French Privacon, sad
lotally luft two days after on CoOorade'i Beef. Crre
faved.

The- Hibenla, Davis, from Briftol tn Cork, r.. tecs
chafed into Your.fiall by a Tntnch Privateer, vbicb ku
taken three Prize* off ;h«t Port.
The Adefy 1 ht, Robinfim, from Africa in Junaics, i*

taken, and carried into Porto Rico.
The St. LctiU Cazereis, from Cadiz to Guadna, virk

wine, oil, d>c. Is c-ptured by the Phoenix, HaibnuaJ, U
London, aari arrived at rortltnouth.
Sev n ^ huytt, m ith three Urge gut t each, from Dan-

lurk, bound to Bousocrje, are taken by the Ledi 1'nfBc
and kcjiiadron, and fem into Ramfgate.
The provefiein, Dahl, ficin Livcrpoo* t>> Triefte, srrirol

at Mcflina Uth Mar\h, after Uviog been Ouit M
boarJed by a Privateer.

1 he ■ psi.uh schooner Caxnerara, pierced r r 16 ■

(hut 0 dy two on bouv), is taken ofi Scsegal by the Lark
S:Qop of War.
The Hetfey, ——, (Wm Watertord to Hull, is ltd.
The Riling Sun, Gold, ir m the Iflts of France, ar

rived at Faimouth, failed icth Jai.uuy, and hces tbt
l ; . wt Good Hope ijtn February . AUct unedayi snce
ll-ole in the Cfastni t,f th s CiiaiJMS, a SpasiA Kftck rh-
vatevr, cf 14 cuus, u bad cascn a firis |.n n
London, from Cork to Nc»
nith trig, from Monteveido to I
Mken by o»e of ov.r Cruifet i.

Tftc Ta.ur Frigate, from Jamaica, arrlredat Seraati
aid Marci^ af.cr capturii.g aSpanifti Corvette.
The Wcftmnreijnd, Recti, fro^n Liverpool to Deaersrs,

is captured b> the Butt Privateer ul 1 ourJeiuz, and at Ac
Wektrorvlant, Goodall, at. (fated 10th April.
The Zfli*cia-uu, from Amfterdam to Carunna, i!

dnained and feot into Yuiaoulk, by the Peacuac Fn-
ea-e.
Tbc Hope, P"ir4wr, fires* Bengal m LoaJon, it casami

by Admiral Liroi.' g^uaudjco, and c^n>ed into tbc Ids
Of France.
The Punifima Conception, from the Havana to Caaa,

i* imken and I'jf.t into Cork.
From le Journal mi Commerce of lath ApriL—" Tbt

Benjamin, E.ansfrutn Watertued to Lnstfoa, sad - C-
bot in bnllaA , art taken and earned into C

** Tne Profper r
i&t of April, tbc J
mcrick, with fu|ar, t
The Robert, Madden, t

in Cral>'» Bay.
The Brig, Stvifr, Benfoft, fv rr Maiu to I--:...:., k

rvported tube taken, and carried into laithsatna.
The K. s. rte Pudade, Jove, from St. AAden to tit-

is detained by tbc * eiix >ck< oner, tad teat tsta
Prymagha.
Tbc Minerva, Heirhman, from Daa;rif to Loaam, »

on (hue near Lynn, it it expeOid the Cup) *
tavro with damage.
The Lucifer ii mb has taken a Ditch Shn frcti A»-

fterdam to Batavia, aim cariicd her Ir.to m Da*u.
The Swan, Bryant, frou* Tcncrifte, is ftiaaMd ntsr

Sbcerncf^.
Tht Spanifti Ship Don Amigot, of about •■■» Wi

mounting ten ie-poundcrs and 90 Men, fiom Lnm ts
Cadiz, with a Cxr^o of cochineal, indigo, enOsn, ttxfff.
ire. fuppoied to be worth 100,000;., was taken the S>
of April by the Greyhound Lucgcr of Gucrafc»i est
Bliss, Keen, of Liverpool, and anued at rauauuu iRk

of May.
The MHiciano,

Bv it j ii, brth bound 1
bents. The tormer 1
into a Port near Vign.

Tl.e rortnma, Bhude, f.om Varel to Baktmore, is kd

on Cape Hatteraa. r r ; of the Cargo laved.
The Neptune Let: r of Marque, of Greenndt, ksi

taken, and feat Into Londonderry, the ■ nmci. Skip Cat*
ml Momce, of sja tons, from the Iflc* nr Fr.rer.
The Warren, HoU, from MajfaUes \ t. e Ab«j Maris

Caxulina, Sennit, rrom Barcek«a, are eeained *7 t:~
Alert Priratctr, of" London. The Minerva, hetfitff".
from Ctttc, ia dtfasned by the Lad) Warreo Amwi

e taken a::d cinitd into Laiais.
r Privateer, of Boulwtw* captured « tat
: Jane, of 130 tout, trash Lowna » Li-
gar, tea, Arc."

o, from Liverpool, and the Indutry,fraa
nind to Onorio, are taken ty spjniih
rmer earned into Baycaine, wj J* bttc

[7*0 le continued.}







BIOGRAPHICAL MtMOlR OF

PHILLIPS COSBY, Esoj.

Admiral of the white squadhox.

'* What form or deavi could htm AFrniGHT,

Who, unconckrn'd, with stedfast SIGHT-

could view the 9urgls, mountain-steep,

And monsters rolling in hie clip?" ,

DnVDEN.

TN tracing the progress of Gentlemen, whose professional

■ exertions entitle them to an inscription oh the columna ros-

trata of their Country, we have often to regret our inability to

ascertain the period of their entering the Service. Our know

ledge sometimes only commences at the time of their attaining

the rank of Post Captain. Yet, to say nothing of that humble

state of probation, as it may be termed, in which the aspiring

Mid inhales the fumes of the orlop, the services of a Lieutenant

are generally useful, frequently , conspicuous, and sometimes

splendid. The Master and Commander has also a superior

chance of displaying his abilities. Our regret on this subject,

however, does not extend to the present respected object of our

notice ; as we have the pleasure of being able to present an

outline of Admiral Cosby's naval career, from its commence

ment down to the present time.

Phillips Cosby, of Stiadbally Hall, Queen's County, Ireland,

Esq., is the representative of an Irish family of some distinc

tion*, lu the beginning of the year 1745, at an early period

of life, he went into the Navy, on board of the Comet Bomb,

commanded by the late Admiral Sir Richard Spry, as Captain.

On the lath of February, in the same year, almost immediately

after he had become a worshipper at the sin ine of Neptune, he

w as in a severe engagement with a Spanish Ship of War, called

the Galga, of 36 guns. Hie disparity of force between the Galga

* Admiral Cosby came into possession of the family estate, on the death of

the late Lord Sydney, of Leix, Baron Srradbally, whose name was Alexander

Sydney Cosby This Gentleman had the honour of being His Majesty's repre

sentative at the Court of Denmark.

jrcat). er$ion. aoi.xiv. z *>
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and the Comet was such, that the result of the action may

easily be anticipated. The latter, after an obstinate defence,

was compelled to strike ; and the Captain, the Lieutenant, Mr.

Cosby, and a few others, were taken on board of the Spaniard,

and carried to the Havana. The Comet, however, was retaken

the same day by an English Man of War, who hearing the

firing, came out from Antigua, and pursued and retook the

Bomb, which was without her top-mast, and much shattered.

An event such as this, at his first setting out in life, afforded

no very favourable specimen of what, in the course of his career,

he might farther expect. Impressed however with the senti

ment of his family motto *, there is no reason to suppose that

it chilled his ardour. With Captain Spry, and his other fellow-

sufferers, he was soon exchanged, and returned to the Service.

In the Autumn of the year 1745, Captain Spry was appointed

to the command of the Chester, of 50 guns. We are not cer

tain, but several reasons induce us to suppose, that Mr. Cosby

remained under the command of this Officer, at least till die

year 1 755, and most probably somewhat longer. It is therefore

necessary to state, that, in 1 747, Captain Spry was ordered to

the East Indies with Admiral Boscawcn, who then proceeded

on the expedition against Pondichcrry ; and that he continued

to command the Chester until the year 1 750, or perhaps to a

still later period. Some lime after Captain Spry's return to

England, in 1754, he was appointed to the Gibraltar, of 20

guns. Before the end of the year he sailed for America, with

Commodore Keppel ; and, in March following, was sent home

with intelligence of the safe arrival of the Convoy, and of the

general state of affairs in that Country. In this year, 1755, Mr.

Cosby received his commission, as Lieutenant ■f. It is probable

that he remained with Captain Spry, who, immediately on his

arrival in England, was promoted to the Fougeux, of 64 guns,

and ordered again to America with the squadron commanded

by Admiral Boscaweu. He remained there during the winter,

being left commanding Officer of a small squadron at Hallifax,

* Audaces Fortunajuiat. t January 08.
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which was stationed there for the purpose of watching Louis-

bourg, and the movements of the French in that quarter. By a

prudent disposition of his force, that Port was much straitened,

and a number of important Prizes were taken; particularly

three valuable Transports, with stores, provisions, and ammu

nition, and the Arc-en-ciel, a Ship of 50 guns. He was after

wards appointed to the Orford, of 50 guns, and, in 1757,

served on the same station under Admiral Holburne.

In 1758, Mr. Cosby commanded a Schooner at the siege of

Louisbourg, under the command of the Hon. Admiral Bos-

cawen *, Captain Spry continuing on the station under the

same Officer.

Having had the good fortune, on a particular service, to

attract the notice of the late General Wolfe, Mr. Cosby was,

at the express desire of that Officer, appointed his marine

Aid-de-Camp. In this capacity, he served with General Wolfe

the following year at the siege of Quebec, and continued with

him till the fatal day of his death, at the surrender, of that

place-f-.

Soon after that lamented event, Mr. Cosby returned to

England ; and, on the Id of June, 1760, was appointed Com

mander of the Laurel Sloop. From this Ship, on the 19th of

May, 17fil, he was promoted to the rank of Post Captain, in

the Hind Frigate, of GO guns.

After this appointment, we believe Captain Cosby enjoyed a

period of relaxation from his professional duties ; for, until the

year 1766, or 1767, we do not find him holding any subsequent

employment. He was then appointed to the Montreal Frigate,

of 32 guns, and ordered to the Mediterranean.

In the month of September, 1767, he returned from, that

station, by order of Commodore Spry, then Commander in

Chief there, on the melancholy occasion of bringing to England

the corpse of his'late Royal Highness the Duke of York. Cap-

• Admiral Boscawcn arrived at Ilallifax un the Plh of May. Having accom

plished the object of his expedition, he sailed for England, and arrived «i Spit-

head on the 1st of November.

t SepUaiber 13, 1759.
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tain Cosby reached St. Helen's on the 28th of October, after a

passage of thirty-one days from Villa Franca; and on the 1st of

November he arrived at the Nore, where the Mary Yacht was

lying, which received His Royal Highness's remains, and pro

ceeded with them to Greenwich *.

Having performed this service, Captain Cosby resumed his

station in the Mediterranean, where he remained during Uie

three succeeding years. On the 15th of April, 1769, being at

Leghorn, he had the honour of receiving a visit from His

Imperial Majesty, Joseph the Second, Emperor of Germany,

attended by his brother Pierre Leopold de Lorraine, Grand

Duke of Tuscan), and several Noblemen and Gentlemen. For

the gratification of his royal visitors, Captain Cosby got hi*

Ship under sail, stood out to sea, aud returned to anchor,

amidst an immense crowd of boats, &c. As a token of remem

brance on this occasion, he had the honour of receiving from

His Imperial Majesty a gold enamelled Snuff-box.

Captain Cosby also conveyed his present Serene Highness

the Duke of Brunswick from Leghorn to the Bay of Frejus,

and received from him a large and elegant diamond Ring, as a

mark of His Serene Highness's approbation of his attention aud

conduct.

Having been upwards of three years in the Mediterranean,

Captain Cosby now returned to England. From this period,

until a short time before the commencement of hostilities

against France, in 1778, we believe he remained unemployed;

but in 1771 he was appointed Receiver-General of the Island

of St. Kitts, with a salary, according to report, of J 600/. per

• His Royal Highness, then Vice-Admiral of the Blue Squadron, died it

Monaco on the 17lh of September. On the 3d of November following, ha

remains were deposited in t lie royal vault in King Henry the Seventh's Chapel,

Westminster. The following Admirals supported the canopy over His Ra\A

Highness's coffin :—

Sir Edward Hawke, K.B. Thomas Frankland, Esq.

Duke of Bolton, Sir Charles Hardy, Knt.

Sir Charles Saunders, K.B. Sir Samuel Cornish, Bart.

Francis Geary, l^sq. Sir George Bridge* Kodney, Bart.

Sir Peter Denis, Bart., bore the train of the Duke of Grafton, who, as Garter

principal King at Arms, was Chid .Mourner.
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annum, and an indulgence of leave of absence for twelve

years.

In 1778 he was appointed to the Centaur, of 74 guns, and

M as in the action off Brest with Lord Keppel, on the 27th of

July in that year. Early in 1 779 Captain Cosby changed into

the Robust, of 74 guns ; and in May, sailed under the command

of the late Admiral Arbuthnot, for North America. On the

day after the sailing of the squadron, the Admiral, having been

informed that the Island of Jersey was attacked by a French

armament, bent his course thither for its relief ; but finding,

before he could reach the Island, that the enemy had been

repulsed, he pursued his original instructions, and proceeded for

New York, where he safely arrived without meeting with any

thing remarkable on his passage. The arrival of the Comtc

d'Estaing on the American station, with a French Fleet, con

sisting of upwards of twenty Ships of the line, from the West

Indies, reduced the British squadron to the necessity of remain

ing in the Port of New York ; but the enemy, after the failure

of their attempt on Savannah, having quitted those seas, Admiral

Arbuthnot prepared to escort Sir Henry Clinton and his troops

on an expedition, which had been long projected, for the

reduction of Charlestown, South Carolina. Captain Cosby's

Ship, the Robust, with several other Ships of the line, accom

panied the Admiral on the expedition ; but on his preparing to

pass into the harbour of Charlestown, in March 17S0, the

heavier ShipsTelurned to New York.

Charlestown surrendered on the 10th of May; and intelli

gence having been received from England, that a French

squadron, under the command of the Chevalier de Ternay,

might be daily expected from Europe, Admiral Arbuthnot made

the utmost haste, consistent with the necessary arrangements, to

return to New York and concentre his force. A reinforce

ment of six Ships of the line was sent out to him ; but they

unfortunately did not arrive in time to prevent the entrance of

the French Admiral into Port. The subsequent operations of

the year were confined to the capture of Privateers, and to

Watching the enemy, who kept close in Port at Rhode Island,
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■where they were amply protected by batteries. By these

means, they were enabled to bid defiance, not only to any

attempt that could be made by Admiral Arbuthnot, but also by

Sir George Rodney, who arrived from the West Indies with a

squadron, and took upon him the American command during

the hurricane months.

Early in the ensuing spring, the enemy, encouraged by the

reduced state of the squadron under Admiral Arbuthnot, one

of whose Ships, the Culloden, of 74 guns, was totally lost ; the

Bedford, of the same force, dismasted; the America, a 64,

driven to sea ; and the Adamant, of 50 guns, absent, are said to

have contemplated an attack on the British Admiral, who then

lay in Gardiner's Bay, Long Island. However, on mature

reflection, and on the receipt of better information concerning

the position of the English Ships, they resolved to abandon the

attempt. Foiled in their first view, the enemy next directed

their atteution to the small ' naval force which had been dis

patched from New York to co-operate with General Arnold on

the Virginia station. In this also they were disappointed ; but,

on their return, they had the good fortune to capture the

Romulus, of 44 guns, whose Captain had not been apprised

that an enemy was oft' the coast. The Chef d'Escadre was

not yet disheartened ; but, encouraged by the information that

the Bedford, which had not even taken in her lower masts, was

not fit for sea, resolved to make a second and more formidable

attempt with his whole force. In pursuance of this resolution,

de Ternay's squadron took on board two thousand French

troops, and put to sea, with a strong easterly gale, on the

evening of the 8th of March.

The English Admiral, who had accurate intelligence of the

enemy's motions, prepared to pursue them on the following

day, and, on the 10th, succeeded in clearing the coast of Long

Island with his whole squadron, the Bedford having, by great

exertions, been got into a state fit for service. On the 16th,

being about fourteen leagues distant from Cape Henry, die

French were discovered steering for the Caj)es of Virginia; and

about two P.M. Captain Cosby had the satisfaction of leading
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the British squadron into action. The following is a list of the

contending forces :—

ENGLISH.

Ships. Guiu. Comm.mdert. Killed. Wimnitd.

f M. Arbuthnot, Esq., Vice- -)

* 5 Royal Oak 74 < Admiral of the White Co 3

' Captain Swincy J

r Thos. Graves, Esq., Rear- }

4 London 98* Admiral of the Red >0 3

(_ Captain D. Graves 3

8 Robust 74 Phillips Cosby 15 SI

2 Bedford ...74 Edmund Affleck O O

1 America 6 4 Samuel Thompson 0 3

6 Prudent 64 Thomas liennct 7 24

7Europa 64 Smith Child 8 10

3 Adamant 50 Gideon Johnstone 0 0

Iris 32 O 0

Pearl 32 George Montagu 0 0

Guadaloupe 28 Hugh Robinson 0 O

Total 30 . 73

FRENCH.

Ships. Guns. Commander*.

\ Neptune.... .74 M. Destout.'.'s, Chef d'Escadre.

, t> 0.S M. de Ternav.
f Bourgoyne 84<,,. , »T ,-b ' \ Chev. de Mcdine.

Conqnerant 74 M. de la Grandicre.

Provence 6 4 M. Lambert.

Ardent 64 Mr de Marigny.

Jason 04 M. de la Clochetrie.

+ Eveille 64 M. de Tilly.

Romulus.. 44

ilermione. 36

Gentille 32

Fantasque, armecen flute 50 M. de Vaudoire.

Captain Cosby (as Admiral Arbuthnot expressed himself in

his official dispatches,) behaved in the most gallant manner in

liis engagement with the van of the enemy. The Robust, it

• The figures denote the order of Battle,

t The Ships thus marked were coppered.



560 BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIR.

will be seen by the above statement, had far more than her pro

portion of killed and wounded; and, by having at one time

three Ships upon her, her masts, rigging, sails, and boats, were

torn to pieces. But the French Commodore and his Ships were

unable to withstand the animated attack that was made upon

them; and, in half an hour after the commencement of the

action, they fell into disorder, and broke their line. Unfor

tunately, however, a thick haze, which had prevailed previously

to, and during the engagement, together with the disabled

situation of some of the British Ships, particularly the Robust,

Europa, and Prudent, rendered it impossible for the English

Admiral to pursue his advantage, and thus the contest proved

indecisive.

The exertions of Captain Cosby, which during this engage

ment were certainly of no common stamp, drew forth the cordial

and merited eulogium of the Commander in Chief.

Immediately after the action, Admiral Arbuthnot sent him

the following letter :— •

DEAR SIR, Royal Oak, off Cape CharUt, March 16, 1781.

YOU hare, during the time that we left Gardiner's Bay, con-

ducted yourself like an experienced, diligent Officer, particularly

on the 16th lRst., in which you have approved yourself a gallant

Naval Commander, that has done honour to yourself and Country;

and both yourself, Officers, and Ship's Company, have my warmest

tiianks for your spirited conduct.

I have ordered the America to assist you with 20 Men, and so

toon as we get to anchor you shall have every assistance that is in

the power of

Sir,

Your most obedient humble Servant,

Captain Co%, Robust. M. ARBUTHNOT.

Admiral Arbuthnot put into Lynn-haven Bay, where he had

it in his power to cover and protect the operations of the Army

in Virginia ; and the Chevalier de Ternay, defeated iu all his

projects, returned successless to Rhode Island. The Robust,

however, was so much disabled on this occasion, that she was

obliged to be stripped, and to undergo the best repair that cir
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tumstances would admit of, at New York, in order to make it

safe for her even to put to sea. Being completely rdismasted,

and in a state of refitment, at the time that Admiral Graves pro

ceeded, in the mouth of September following, for the Chesa

peake Captain Cosby was of course unable to sail with him

thither. By great exertion, however, the Robust was soon got

into sailing order; and, in the month of October, when the

second fruitless attempt was made for the deliverance of Earl

Cornwallis and his army, she put to sea. But the object of

this expedition having been rendered nugatory, by the surrender

of the Earl, the English Squadron returned to New York,

without having achieved or attempted any thing. That no

engagement took place, is perhaps a fortunate circumstance for

Captain Cosby ; as, from the crazy state of his Ship, it would

not have been possible for Jiim to act with advantage.

The Robust being unfit for farther service in her present

state, was ordered to England for the purpose of being repaired.

Earl Cornwallis embarked on board her as a passenger; but

soon after she got to sea she sprung a leak, aud'was found to

be so extremely crazy as to be incapable of proceeding in safety

to Europe: his Lordship therefore removed into a merchant

Ship, one of the Robust's convoy, and Captain Cosby bore

away for Antigua. In the following summer, 1 782, after

having been hove down and refitted there, the Robust sailed

for England with a convoy, and arrived safely in the month of

July.

Captain Cosby, we believe, held no farther command till the

year 178(3, when he obtained the rank of established Commo

dore on the Mediterranean station. Sir John Liodsey at that

time retiring on account of the ill state of his health, the Com

modore succeeded him as Commander in Chief. On his arrival

there, he hoisted his broad pendant on board of the Trusty, of

50 guns. He remained in the Mediterranean till the month of

September, 1 790 ; but, with the exception of his mission to the

Emperor of Morocco, no event occurred, during that period,

that is worthy of record. It was in 1788 that this mission was

undertaken. At that time, some apprehensions were euter-

/3stj. Cljron. (HoI.XIV. a. a a
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tained, that the commerce of Britain might sustain a predatory

interruption from the Barbary corsairs; Commodore Cosby

was therefore sent to visit the different states, and to arrange

such terms with the Emperor of Morocco, as might ensure the

safety of the English traders. \\ ith the greatest exactness and

precision, and to the entire satisfaction of Government, he

accomplished the negotiation and treaty.

On the 21st of September, 1790, the Commodore was pro

moted to the rank of Rear-Admiral of the White Squadron,

and appointed to a command on the Cork station, in the

Fame, of 74 guns. In the month of September, 1 791 j he sus

tained a domestic misfortune, in the loss of his nephew,

Lieutenant Cosby, of the army, who was unfortunately drowned

at Cork.

In 1792 he was appointed to command at Plymouth, as Port

Admiral, and accordingly hoisted his flag on board the St.

George, of 98 guns *. He retained this command only for a

short time ; as, in the spring of 1 793, he shifted his flag into

the Windsor Castle, of 98 guns; and, on the 15th of April,

sailed from Spithead, with the following Squadron under his

command:—

Ships. Cuns. Commanders.

C Phillips Cosby, Esq., Rear-Admiral

Windsor Castle 98 < of the White.

I Captain W. H. Kelly.

Princess Royal 98 J. Dickinson.

Alcide 74 Robert Linzec.

Illustrious 74 ■ T. L. Frederick.

Terrible 74 Sk. Lutwidge.

Vengeance 74 ■ Charles Thompson.

Latona 38 ■ Edward Thornborough.

Inconstant 36 A. Montgomery.

Flora 3G Sir J. B. Warren.

Romulus 36 J. Sutton.

The Vengeance sailed to the West Indies, with a convoy;

the Latona and the Flora returned to Spithead ; ■ and the Rear-

" In the month of October, in this year, Rear-Admiral Cosby married a Mr*.

■ Hunt, the relist of—— Hurst, Esq., an Army Agent,.



OF PHILLIPS COE1Y, tSQ. 363

Admiral, with the rest of the Squadron, proceeded to th<*

Mediterranean, where he acted as third in command under

Vice-Admiral Lord Hood. In the month of November h«

was detached, with several Ships of the Fleet, to Leghorn, in

order to bring back from thence live stock, wine, and otheT

supplies of provisions, for the allied troops in garrison at

Toulon. While absent on this service, a circumstance of an

alarming nature took place in the Squadron under his command.

The Scipio, of 74 guns, a French Ship of war, which had been

put into the hands of the British, by the Royalists, at Toulon,

and manned entirely with a French crew, took fire, and threat

ened destruction both to the Ships in the Port and to the

British Squadron. However, by the prudent measures w hich

were taken, added to a breeze of wind which fortunately blew

off shore, they all were preserved, and a considerable part of

the Scipio's crew saved.

On the 1 1th of April, 1794, Mr. Cosby was promoted to the

rank of Vice-Admiral of the White Squadron, on which occasion

he shifted his flag into the Alcide, of 74 guns. He was after

wards present at the capture of Corsica, and of Toulon ; and,

towards the close of the year, he sailed for England. On the

12th of November he arrived at Spithead with the following

Squadron of Ships of war, and a large Fleet of Merchantmen

under convoy from Portugal and the Mediterranean :—

Shipt. Gum. Commanders.

r Phillips Cosby, Esq., Vice-Admiral

Alcide 74 1 of the White.

£ Captain Sir T. Byard.

Romney 50 . Sir Charles Hamilton.

L'Imperieuse.. 40 W. Wolseley.

La Melpomene .40 A. Montgomery.

St. Fiorenzo 38 II. Inman.

Leda 30 J. Woodlcy.

He also escorted home the following French Ships, which

Jiad been taken at Toulon ;—

Ships: Gu:ts, Commanders.

Commerce de Marseilles. ..120 Captain Pasqnin.

La Perle 36 Co:nte de GrassB.

La Topaze , , 36 Van Kemfen.
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On his arrival in England, the Vice-Admiral struck his flag.

On the 1st of June, 1793, he was made Vice-Admiral of -the

Red; on the 14th of February, 1799> Admiral of the Blue;

on the 1st of January, 1801, Admiral of the White; and,

on the 9th of November, 1 805, Admiral of the Red Squadron ;

that rank having been restored in the Royal Navy immediately

after the Victory off Trafalgar by the immortal Nelson.

Admiral Cosby commanded the Impress Service in Ireland,

until the peace of 1 80 1 , since w hich period he has been only a

spectator of public events.

The Admiral's family seat, as before mentioned, is in Ire

land ; but for some time past his principal residence has been

*t* In consequence of part of the preceding half sheet having been printed

before the Naval Promotion of the 9th of November too!; place. Admiral Ci»bj

ii, at the commencement of this memoir, denominated Admiral of the While,

inttead of the Red Squadron, —

ANECDOTE OF THE FRENCH TRAVELLER, ST. VINCENT,

AND COMMODORE ELPHINSTONE. •

*TPHE following anecdote, related so completely in the gas

conading style, is extracted from the voyage of that pro

found egotist, St. Vincent, who happened to be present at a

convivial meeting in the Island of St. Helena:—

As it was whispered at table, that I belonged to General

Magallon's staff, two tall gentlemen approached me; and one of

them, a Colonel of engineers, who spoke French tolerably well,

began to converse with me. lie made a multitude of inquiries

concerning the Isles of France and Bourbon, their resources, their

population, and the means of their defence. I was almost tempted

to treat him in the English style, by exaggerating every topic of

his inquiries. 1 forbore, however, and returned such answers as

I thought proper and conformable to truth. The other gentleman,

who had been silent for an hour, then took his turn of the con

st Bath.

NAVAL ANECDOTES,

COMMERCIAL HINTS, RECOLLECTIONS, &c

NANTES IN OUHGITE VASTO.



COMMERCIAL HINTS, RECOLLECTIONS, &C. 365

versation ; and after having again interrogated me, took an

opportunity of saying that he wan Commodore Elphinstone.

This gentleman enjoys a certain degree of reputation in the

English Navy, and had served, it seems, with distinction in India.

On receiving accounts of the peace, he had left his Ship, and taken,

his passage for England on board an Indiaman. The Commodore

had frequently cruised before the Isle of France. He had a high,

opinion of the talents of General Magallou; and he informed mc,

that had not the peace taken place, his Government had projected

an attack on the Isle of France. lie besides added, that he was

to have directed the execution of it. As he descanted to me on all

the formidable resources which would have been employed, I told

him with politeness, that had the attack taken place, I should

have rejoiced if it had been conducted by him, because his good

offices to the prisoners whom he had frequently taken had secured

him the affection of many people. The Commodore misunder

standing the import of ray words, thanked me heartily ; and after

having frequently repeated you are too polite, he added, indeed

after the reduction of the Island, I should have done all in my

pozcer to have secured good treatment to every one. Here I inter

rupted him. " Commodore," said 1, " you have misunderstood

me ; my only reason for wishing you to attack us in. preference to.

another is, that the Governor might have had it in his power to

return to you, when a prisoner, all the civilities which you have

shown to the seamen whom you have taken on different occasions.''

On this the conversation broke off. My two Englishmen turned

their backs on me, and have never seen me since.

INCIDENTS WHICH OCCURRED ON CROSSING THE LINE.

("From the tame.)

ON the 16th of May we crossed the Line in 20° 36' west of

Paris. The day was uncommonly tine, and the heat tempered by

a fresh breeze. Every one seemed to experience a pleasurable

sensation in the hope of speedily revisiting his native country,

when an occurrence of a disagreeable nature gave a sudden check

to our hilarity.

The Surgeon was a tall young man, about twenty-eight years

of age, mild and obliging in his manners, but somewhat taciturn.

I know not on what account, but he was extremely ill-liked by

the crew. The sailors taking advantage of the passage of the

Line in order to play him a mischievous trick, presented the usual

petition from Neptune and his Spouse. We were permitted to
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commute the ceremony of baptism, but the poor Surgeon was not

suffered to get off so easily.

After tying his hands behind his back, they seated him above a

bucket of water into which they plunged him several times ; and

after continuing this and several similar indignities for near an

hour, they bedaubed his face and part of his body with the colour*

which they employ to repaint the Vessel on repelling the road.

As this farce was pushed to an indecent length, we were obliged to

employ our intercession with the Captain in order that he might

put an end to it. After effecting the deliverance of the Surgeon,

we intermixed with the crew, and took a share in their sports.

Each of us provided with a bucket threw water upou one another.

While we were diverting ourselves in this noisy manner, the

lailor at the helm cried out, the Doctor is in (Jie sea.

At these words our sports ceased; the Captain ordered the

Vessel to be put about, and crowding upon the poop, we discovered

the unfortunate Surgeon swimming against the waves.

In order to avoid any farther persecution, and to free himself at

bis leisure from the paint with which he was besmeared, this unfor

tunate young man had taken the resolution of holding by the

extremity of a rope, and letting himself gently descend into the

tea, where he intended to remain a quarter of an hour in tow.

As we were then sailing at the rate of seven knots, he found it

impossible to resist the violent shocks produced by the Ship's

motion, and had only time to cry, / shall lie drowned, on quitting

hold of the rope. Happily for him this exclamation was heard by

the steersman.

Before the Ship could be put about and the boat lowered, ten or

twelve minutes had at least elapsed, and we were full a quarter of

a league a-hcad of the unfortunate sufferer. Not being any longer

able to distinguish the Vessel, and overcome by a sense of his

dangerous situation, he imagined himself abandoned by us ; and

cea ing any farther to struggle with his fate, he was in the act of

sinking when the sailors in the boat seized him by the hair. When

brought on board he was wholly unconscious, cold, rigid, and of

a purple colour; violent reaching, accompanied with hiccup, were

the only indications he gave of life.

The French passengers took the most lively interest in the fatt

of this unhappy young man, while his companions on the contrary

betrayed not the smallest uneasiness on his account. On expressing

to the Captain my astonishment at the indifference he displayed on

this occasion, he replied to me with the greatest insensibility, in. a
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jargon somewhat resembling French : / have saved him, he mag

cure himself. This reply well depicts the character of the nor

thern nations; but a circumstance occurred on this occasion which

still better displays the characteristic features of the Hamburgh

traders, who to the phlegm produced by their climate join all the

parsimony of men whose ideas are wholly directed towards the

profit to be derived from mercantile speculations.

At the moment of the steersman's exclamation, I stood near a

hen-coop containing five or six chicken, which I immediately

threw overboard : it fell at not more than ten fathoms from tho

Surgeon, and if he had not by that time partly been deprived of

his recollection he might easily have seized it, and remained in

comparative safety until more effectual succour could have been

afforded him. The Supercargo, who was a young man of about

eight-and-twenty, observing the action, approached me as if

nothing had happened, and said with the greatest coolness,

" Because the Doctor chooses to drown himself, is that any reason

why you should drown the chicken ? you should have taken them

out before throwing away the coop. By your means wo shall

have no more poultry for dinner."

Two or three days elapsed before the health of the Surgeon was

re-established : unfortunately, however, ho continued in a some

what deranged state during the remainder of the voyage. In tho

night he was disturbed by the most disagreeable visions, and I

much question if he will ever perfectly recover the use of his

reason.

CURIOUS SEA MONSTER.

(From Oi afsen and PovxLtSN'i Tratch.)

IN certain districts of Iceland, there is a kind of fish which is

considered as a monster, perhaps on account of its size ; but it will

doubtless be discovered by naturalists to belong to the genus of

marine worms. The Icelanders may be excused for their notion

of it, since it is known that a celebrated nation, remarkable for

its scientific men, has taken for an unknown and terrible monster

a far less animal, doubtless of the same species. We found in one

of the annals of Iceland an account which states, that in the year

1639 there was throw* upon the coast of Thingoe a singular

creature or monster, the body of which was as long as that of the

human species, and was provided with'seven tails, each of which

was four feet long, and covered w ith knobs resembling the pupil

of the eye, with eyelids of a golden colour. Independently of the

«even tails, another appeared above them, which extended to the
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length of four or five fathoms. The history relates that this rtton*

ster had neither bones nor cartilage, and to the sight and touch

appeared only like the front part of a woman's stays : no head

was distinguishable, unless one or two projections might be called

se, which were near the seven tails. It is said that many persons

of respectability examined this prodigy, and that one of the tails

was sent for investigation to the ancient abbey of Thinga.

The above is the description of this fish as accurately as we could

procure it.

It at first appeared to us that the examiner was deceived, and

had taken the posterior for the anterior part of the animal ; while

the carbuncled appendages might not be tails, but tentacles or

arms ; and as mention is made only of seven, it was probable that

the eighth had been torn oft". Now, however, we think it evident

that it was nothing more than a very large cuttle fish (sepia);

but of what species we cannot determine, since no description has

been given either of the form of its stomach or the structure of its

mouth, which were probably disfigured and damaged. The

description of the carbuncles and the cotyledons is curious ; and

appears to be very accurate, from the precision with which the

colours, &c, arc described. An animal of the same species, which

was found on the coast of Holland in 1661, excited such a sen

sation in the country, that it was taken for a prodigy. Aldrovan-

dus, Johnston, and others, speak of a fish of the same kind which

was found in the Mediterranean, and which grew to four fe«t: it

had ten tentacles like that of Iceland. We saw a drawing of tbis

fish, which, though badly made, enabled us to ascertain its

structure.

SINGULAR METHOD OF CATCHING MOUNTAIN FOWL

IN ICELAND.

CFrom the same.)

ALL the birds taken on the Isle of Drangue, as well as their

eggs, and the pcrroqucts of Iceland, belong to the Bishop. This

chase, if it may be so called, is very lucrative : but that pursued by

sea within circumference of the Island is still more so, and is per

formed in the following manner. They* construct small rafts of

plank, about four feet long by two and a half wide, and fix five of

them together in such a manner that the distance between each

increases progressively from boat to boat. A cable, with a large

stone for an anchor, fixes them in the sea. Each raft is perforated

with a number of holes, in which arc arranged from a hundred to
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a hundred and fifty laces of horse-hair; and a bird-call is placed in

the middle raft. The inhabitants . of the environs, on the arrival

of the season, repair to the shore to pursue this kind of hunting.

Their boats are large, and contain from six to eight men, while to

every five rafts is attached one of these boats. There is, besides, a

boat, which draws six or eight smaller rafts, for the benefit of the

men employed. As soon as they have fixed the rafts, they go to a

distance and drop the fishing lines, which are provided with a cer

tain number of hooks : these are sunk to the bottom by leaden

weights, while they are kept perpendicular by wooden floats.

They visit these lines twice a-day, and in the interval they fish

with common lines. The fish are distributed over the rafts.

Each raft is capable of containing about a score of birds at a time :

and it is remarkable that the fish suffer themselves to be taken

more readily with black horse-hair than with that of any other

colour.

BOILING SPRINGS.

(From the same.)

IN the district of Hunavatn there are two hot springs. We

visited the first, which is called Reykehvcr; and on immersing

Fahrenheit's thermometer in it, we found that in three minutes

the spirit of wine had attained the 204th degree. Our people

having brought from a neighbouring river a lump of fresh salmon,

we suspended it in the water by means of a stick placed across the

orifice of the spring ; and in eight minutes we found it perfectly

dressed and excellent for eating : it was even more tender than if

it had been boiled over a fire. The two brass hydrometers which

the Royal Society had sent us, sunk in an instant to the bottom.

The other spring forms a bath, which the inhabitants constantly

use ; and they assert, that when the heat of the water increases in

this bath, it is a certain sign that the weather, though clear and

serene, is about a change, and that rain will speedily fall. This

observation is applicable to all the boiling springs in Iceland.

CHEAP CONTRACT FOR PROVISIONS AT GREENWICH

HOSPITAL.

IN the month of October, 1734, the cheapest contract ever

known was made for supplying Greenwich Hospital with provision*

for the period of twelve months. By the terms of this contract,

beef, mutton, and veal, were to be furnished, by whole, quarters,

at the rate of lid. per stone of eight pounds ; butter for 3{d. per

SUb. «&tOtt. Qtf.XIV. i>i
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pound ; and Warwickshire and Gloucestershire cheese at id. half

farthing per pound.

DIFFERENCE OF THE TEMPERATURE OF THE AIE Af

THE EDYSTOKE AND AT PLYMOUTH.

THE Edystone is distant from Plymouth about sixteen milei ;

and about midnight, between the 8th and Sth of July, 1757, the

weather being fresh at east, it Mas remarkably cold, and continued,

so cold all the Sth, that sonic shipwrecked sailors, who had not

had time to save their clothes, complained of it ; and, on the 10th,

Mr. Smeaton, who gives this account, went from the Edystone to

Plymouth wrapped up in his thick great coat, in which he went

home, to the great astonishment of his family, who were com

plaining of the excessive heat. This heat he experienced with them

till the 12th, and then returned, finding the air at the Edystone

rather cool than warm. He observed also, that the wind was very

different at small distances j for that, while he was rolling about,

quite becalmed, during four hours, within two miles of the Itam-

head, he saw Vessels not more than a league distant going out of

Plymouth Sound with a fair wind, and in a direction towards him,

as he knew by the turn of their sails.

LUDICROUS ALARM OF INVASION.

EARLY in July 1759, a report was spread in London, and st

many places in Kent, that the French were actually landed. The

report was occasioned by the following circumstances :—Commo

dore Boys, from Deal, seeing two Vessels in the Offing, rigged in

an unusual way, and much in the same manner in which the then

new French boats were said to be, made signal for his cruisers,

then at anchor in the Downs, to slip and chase them, and soon

after went on board his own Ship, to give such farther orders as

jjii^ht appear to be nscessary. A subaltern Officer quartered at

Deal did not much relish these dispositions, and sent away in great

haste to General Boscawen, who commanded in Dover Castle, to

know what he was to do with his little regiment of thirty men, for

that the French boats were in sight, the cruisers were in chase,

am! iiie Commodore was gone on board.

• The General, on receiving this so seemingly positive advice from,

one of his own Officers then on the spot, unfortunately did not

stay to make farther inquiry, but instantly forwarded the letter

which he had received to the Secretary at War, by an express,

who spread the alarm in every place through which he passed, and
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reached London time enough to occasion unspeakable confusion

before his news could be contradicted.

The Commodore knew nothing of all this, though he was so

unfortunate as to bear the blame of it. He was, as indeed he well

might be, very angry when he heard of it, and immediately sent off

other expresses to contradict, and, as far as possible, to remedy the

inconveniences occasioned by the ocer-hastc of the former one.

The Vessels proved to be two small Dutch hoys, going quietly

bout their own business.

PREMIUMS

OFFERED BY THE SOCIETY INSTITUTED AT LONDON FOR Till

ENCOURAGEMENT OF ARTS, MANUFACTURES, AND

COMMERCE, FOR THE YEAR 1805.

Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5, are the same as those for the year 1801*.

68. Preserving salted Provisions from becoming ran

cid or rusty.—To the person who shall discover to the Society

the best, cheapest, and most efficacious method of pre«crviug

salted provisions from growing rancid or rusty ; the gold medal,

or thirty guineas. A full description of the method, with proper

certificates that it has been found, on repeated trials, to answer

the purpose intended, to be produced to the Society on or before

the first Tuesday in February, 1806.

69. Refining Whale or Seal Oil.—For disclosing to ths

Society an effectual method of purifying whale or seal oil from the

glutinous matter that incrusts the wicks of lamps, and extinguishes

the light, though fully supplied with oil ; the gold medal, or fifty

guineas. It is required, that the whole of the process be fully and

fairly disclosed, in order that satisfactory experiments may be made

by the Society to determine the validity of the claim ; and certifi

cates that not less than twenty gallons have been purified according

to the process delivered in, together with two gallons of the oil, in

its unpurified state, and two gallons so refined, to be produced to

the Society on or before the second Tuesday in February, 1806.

72. Method of separating Sugar in a solid Form frou

Treacle.—To the person who shall discover to the Society the

best method of separating sugar from treacle, in a solid form, at

such an expense as will render it advantageous to the public; the

gold medal, or fifty guineas. A quantity of the sugar so prepared,

in a solid form, not less than thirty pounds weight, with an account

* Vidl Nat*l Ciihoniclk, Vol. XII, page 31.
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of the process, and certificates that not less than one hundred

weight has been prepared, to be produced to the Society on or

before the first Tuesday in February, 1806.

Nos. 74, 87, 122, and 123, correspond with Nos. 97, 110,

157, and 158, for the year 1804.

140. Raising the Bodies of Persons who hate sunk

under Water.—To the person who shall invent and produce to

the Society a cheap and portable drag, or other machine, superior

to those now in use, for the purpose of taking up in the best and

most expeditious maimer, and with the least injury, the bodies of

persons who have sunk under water; the gold medal, or thirty

guineas. The drag, or machine to answer the purpose intended,

to be produced to the Society on or before the first Tuesday in

March, 1806.

No. 142 is the same as No. 175 for the year 1804.

146. Nutmegs.—For the greatest quantity of merchantable

nutmegs, not less than ten pounds weight, being the growth of

His Majesty's dominions in the West Indies, or any of the British

settlements on the coast of Africa, or the several islands adjacent

thereto, and equal to those imported from the islands of the East

Indies ; the gold medal, or fifty guineas. Satisfactory certificates,

from the Governor, or Commander in Chief, of the place of

growth, with an account of the number of trees, their age, nearly

the quantity of fruit on each tree, and the manner of culture, to

be produced on or before the-first Tuesday in December, 1805.

147. The same premium is extended one year farther. Cer

tificates to be produced on or before the first Tuesday in Decem

ber, 1806.

MS. Cloves.—For importing into Great Britain or Ireland,

in the year 1885, the greatest quantity of cloves, not less than

twenty pounds weight, being of the growth of some of the islands

in the West Indies subject to the British empire, or any of the

British settlements on the coast of Africa, or the several islands

adjacent thereto, and equal in goodness to the cloves brought from

tin? ICast Indies ; the gold medal, or fifty guineas. Samples, not

less than two pounds weight, with certificates that the whole

quantity is equal in goodness, together with satisfactory certificates

signed by the Governor, or Commander in Chief, of the place of

growth, with an account of the number of trees growing on the

spot, their age, and the manner of culture, to be produced to the

Society on or before the first Tuesday in January, 1806.

14°. Kali for Barilla,—To the person who shall have
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cultivated, in the Bahama Islands, or any other part of His

Majesty's dominions in the West Indies, or any -of the British

settlements on the coast of Africa, or the several islands adjacent

thereto, in the year 1804, the greatest quantity of land, not less

than two acres, with Spanish kali, fit for the purpose of making

barilla; the gold medal, or thirty guineas.

150. For the next greatest quantity, not less than one acre ;

the silver medal, or fifteen guineas. Certificates, signed by the

Governor, or Commander in Chief, for the time being, of the

quantity of land so cultivated, and of the state of the plants at the

time of signing such certificates, to be delivered to the Society,

with samples of the kali, on or before the second Tuesday in

January, 1806.

151. The same premiums are extended one year farther.

Certificates to be produced on or before the second Tuesday in

January, 1807.

From No. 152 to 177, both inclusive, are the same as from

187 to 212, both inclusive, for the year 1804*.

178. Substitute for Hemp To the person who, in the year

1806, shall discover and produce to the Society, a substitute for

hemp, equally cheap, durable, and applicable to all the purposes

for which hemp is now used; the gold' medal, or fifty guineas. A

quantity of the substitute, not less than one hundred weight,

together with proper certificates from the Governor or Comman

der in Chief, if raised in any of the British Colonies, or from the

Secretary of the Board of Trade, if raised in the Fast Indies, to

prove that the same has been used with success, to be produced to

the Society on or before the last Tuesday in February, 1807.

179. The same premium is extended one year farther.

LORD NELSON'S COFFIN.

THE coffin in which Lord Viscount Nelson's body is to be

deposited, now lies at Mr. Peddison's, in Brewer street. It is

made entirely of planks of fir, not more than half an inch thick,

which were cut out of the mast of the French Admiral's Ship

l'Orient,' that blew up in the glorious battle of Aboukir. The lid

is the only part at present uncovered, and the workmen were

obliged to piece it at the sides and end. The outside is covered

with fine black cloth, and the inside lined with white silk, stuffed

with cotton, and trimmed round the top with a quilting of mitred

silk. This coffin is 6 feet long, but narrow. When the body is

• Vide Naval Cheonicie. Vol. XII, page 33.
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deposited In this, it is to be placed in a leaden coffin, lined witfi

thick planks 0/ oak, v» Inch also lies ready at the same house. Th*

outside coffin is not yet finished ; it is to be covered with black

velvtt, and richly mounted.

LORD MAYOR'S DINNER.

THE Lord Maj or sat under an illuminated arch, adorned with,

numerous devices, applicable to the present political state of the

country. " Nelson and Victory" appeared on every side. At

each end appeared the colours of Britain, with the words, ': Admi

ral Nelson," &c. Over the place where the Lord Mayor sat,

there was an elegant portrait of Lord Nelson (an admirable like

ness), surrounded by a double row of variegated lamps. Under

neath the picture was a sword, and a large transparency, on

which was written, " The sword of the French Admiral Blan-

quet, the gift of Lord Nelson to the Ci;y of London in the year

1798."—" Victory," in very large letters, surrounded the

•whole. At each end, on the same side of the Hall, appeared a

brilliant star, with pyramidical columns, arches, &c. Directly

opposite, and over the Sheriffs' table, were placed Yariegated

lamps, displayed in the same style, and equally elegant. In the

centre appeared a bust of Lord Nelson, extremely well executed.

What added to the splendour of the whole, were three immensely

large glass chandeliers, which, together with bell-lights, globular

lamps, &c, gave a brilliancy to the scene, which has seldom bcent

equalled, and can never be surpassed.

CAPTAIN HARGOOD.

THE Bclleisle, one of the largest 74's of the new class, wa»

totally dismasted about an hour after the commencement of th«

late action ; notwithstanding this misfortune, her brave Comman

der, Captain Hargoocl, by the dexterous use of his sweeps, brought

her broadsides to bear on his two opponent Ships, so as to keep

an effective fire upon them through the remainder of the engage

ment.

The Crescent formed by the enemy's Ships off Cadiz is not a new-

line, though it was assailed by the skilful Nelson m a new manner :

the famed Spanish Armada, in the days of Elizabeth, came up th»

English Channel in a crescent line, extending seven miles from

right to left wing.

The shower of musketry from the tops of the Trinidada killed

and wounded on board the Victory, Admiral Lord Nelson ; Mr.

Scott, Secretary ; Captain Adair, of the Royal Marines ; a»d
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80 Marines killed and wounded. The battle lasted four hours ;

and a dead stark calm prevailing the whole of the day, every shot

told, and did some execution ; four of our fleet wore so becalmed

they could not get into action at all. Admiral Villeneuve and

the Spanish Admirals called a council of war the 11th ult., and

after 24 hours' deliberation on board le Bucentaure, of 84 guns,

it was agreed that it was impracticable to fight the British fleet

with any prospect of success. Between the 1 1th and 21st Lord

Nelson detached seven sail of the line, with Admiral Louis, up

the Straits, to blockade Carthagena, and then positive order*

came down to Cadiz for the Combined Fleets to push out, and at

all events fight the British fleet, and endeavour to get through tin*

Gut of Gibraltar for Toulon, to victual, as the whole fleet were in

want of bread particularly.

ADMIRAL VILLENEUVE.

TOWARDS the middle of last month Admiral Villeneuve

received orders from Paris, to sail at all events from Cadiz before

the 21st, to accomplish a particular object which the Emperor had

in view. Villcneuve knew that Admiral Louis had been detached

with several Ships from the fleet off Cadiz, and supposed that the

force had been, in consequence, reduced to about twenty sail of

the line, it not having transpired that a reinforcement had arrived

shortly after Admiral Louis's departure. Lord Nelson had been

apprised of the instructions which Villcneuve had received, and of

his intention to obey them. His Lordship was, therefore, tho

roughly prepared to meet the enemy. On the other hand, the

Commanders in Chief of the Combined Fleet having learnt that

the Hero of the Nile commanded the blockading squadron, were

fully sensible of the kind of reception they would meet should ha

fall in with them, and therefore, it is presumed, had consulted upon

all the means necessary for a vigorous defence.

At the commencement of the action our Ships contested with

each other, as far as was consistent with the preservation of order,

the honour to get first engaged. The Victory did not fire a shot

until she was close alongside the Santissima Trinidada, when the

Commander in Chief ordered her to be lashed to the enemy. As

toon as the men began their work, the Commander of tho fiau-

tissima Trinidada desired his men to assist in lashing his Ship to the

Victory. It was about two o'clock, when the battle was at the

hottest, that the gallant Nelson received a musket ball in his

breast. What was very remarkably, it absolutely penetrated

through the star which he wore.
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MUKDER Or CAPTAIN WRIGHT.

WE arc shocked to find in one of the minor French papers, (the

Gazette de France), an account of the death of the unfortunate

Captain Wright, which there is reason to suspect was something

in the manner of that of General Pichegru. The article is as

follows :—

" Captain Wright, of the English NaTy, a prisoner in the

Temple, who had disembarked on the French coast Georges and

his accomplices, has put an end to his existence in his prison, after

having read in the Monitcur the account of the destruction of the

Austrian army."

As to the motive assigned for the supposed self-destruction of

Captain Wright, it is too contemptible for notice. It would be

absurd indeed to imagine that the defeat of the Austrians would

have produced such an effect upon his mind, even if the intelligence

had been conveyed to him through a less suspicious channel than

that of the Moniteur. Whether the French Government will

think proper, as in the case of Pichegru, to publish a Proccs Ver

bal on the death of Captain Wright, is a matter of little conse

quence. Such a publication would be a mere mockery of law ami

justice. The melancholy fact is, that we have lost an excellent

Officer, a loyal subject, and a worthy man, and that he bad the

misfortune of not falling honourably in the service of his Country,

but the victim of an Usurper, who seems resolved to form his

character, and to establish his Government, upon the horrid

system of an Asiatic Despot.

LIEUTENANT TOML1NSON.

LIEUTENANT TOMLINSON, of the Dexterous Gun-brig,

who lately displayed such intrepidity in capturing a Spanish Gub-

boat, and seven Spanish Merchantmen, which were protected by

other Gun-boats, at Gibraltar, is an inhabitant of Portsea, and a

gallant old Officer. He has been 23 years a Lieutenant, always

in active service, and is brother to Captain Tomlinson, of the

Navy.

THE RED FLAG.

AN Idea has been long entertained, that the Red Flag had been

taken or stolen from the mast of the Admiral's Ship, and that tha

Dutch obtained that trophy in the Downs, in one of the battles

between Blake and Van Tromp.

To correct such mistaken and vulgar notions, our readers will
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understand that the Red Flag has never been taken or surrendered

to the enemy. The last Officer that wore such flag was Sir George

Rooke, when he was Admiral of the licet, and Commander in

Chief of the combined force of England and Holland in the

Mediterranean in 1703.—And that upon the Union of England

with Scotland, the Red Flag was discontinued to be worn, and

the Union Jack became the distinguishing flag of the Admiral of

the fleet: thus the Red Flag at the main was superseded by the

use of the Union Jack in its stead.

CAPTAIN COOKE.

CAPTAIN COOKE, of the Bellerophon, who was killed in

the glorious battle off Cape Trafalgar, is the fourth naval Captain

of that name, who lost his life in the service of his country.

FIRST BULLETIN OF THE GRAND NAVAL ARMY.

[fhom tiik monitelr.]

As it appeared in the IltUALD,

BATTLE OF TRAFALGAR.

Head Quarter; Cadiz, Oct. 25.

THE operations of the grand naval army second in the

Atlantic those of the grand imperial army iti Germany.—The

English fleet is annihilated !—Nelson is no more!—Indignant at

being inactive in port, whilst our brave brethren in arms were

gaining laurels in Germany, Admirals Villencuve and Gravina

resolved to put to sea, and give the English battle. They were

superior in number, forty-five to our thirty-three; but what is

superiority of numbers to men determined to conquer?—Admiral

Nelson did every thing to avoid a battle; he attempted to get into

the Mediterranean, but we pursued, and came up •with him off

Trafalgar. The French and Spaniards vied with each other who

should first get into action. Admirals Villeneuve and Gravina

were both anxiobs to lay their Ships alongside the Victory, the

English Admiral's Ship. Fortune, so constant always to the

Emperor, did not favour cither of them—the Santissima Trinidada

was the fortunate Ship. In vain did the English Admiral try to

evade an action : the Spanish Admiral Oliva prevented his escape,

and lashed his Vessel to the British Admiral. The English Ship

was one of 136 guns; the Santissima Trinidada was but a 74.—

Lord Nelson adopted a new system ; afraid of combating us in the

old way, in which he knows we have a superiority of skill, as was

prpved by our victory over Sir Robert Calder, he attempted a new

MM. etferon, Ool.XIV. e c c
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mode of fighting. For a short time they disconcerted ui : but what

can long disconcert his Imperial Majesty's arms? We fought

yard-arm to yard-arm, gun to gun. Three hours did we right in

this manner : the English began to be dismayed—they found it

impossible to resist us ; but our brave sailors were tired of this

slow means of gaining a victory ; they wished to board ; the cry

was, " d la bordage .'" Their impetuosity was irresistible. At

that moment two Ships, one French and one Spanish, boarded the

Temeraire: the English fell back, in astonishment and aflright—

we rushed to the flag-staff— struck the colours—and all were so

anxious to be the bearer of the intelligence to their own Ship, that

theyjumped overboard; and the English Ship, by this unfortunate

impetuosity of our brave sailors and their allies, was able, by the

assistance of two, more Ships that came to her assistance, to make

her escape in a sinking state. Meanwhile Nelson still resisted us.

It was now who should first board, and have the honour of taking

him, French or Spaniard—two Admirals on each side disputed the

honour—they boarded his Ship at the same moment—Villeneuve

flew to the quarter-deck—w ith the usual generosity of the French,

he carried a brace of pistols in his hands, for he knew the Admiral

had lost his arm, and could not use his sword—he offered one to

Nelson : they fought, and at the second fire Nelson fell : he was

immediately carried below Oliva, Gravina, and Villeneuve,

attended him with the accustomed French humanity.—Meanwhile,

fifteen of the English Ships of the line had struck—four more were

obliged to follow their example—another blew up.—Our victory ,

was now complete, and we prepared to taka possession of our

prizes; but the elements were this time unfavourable to us; a

dreadful storm came on—Gravina made his escape to his own Ship

at the beginning of it—the Commander in Chief, Villeneuve, and

a Spanish Admiral, were unable, and remained on board the Vic

tory—The storm was long and dreadful ; our Ships being so well

manoeuvered, rode out the gale; the Engli-h being so much more

damaged, were driven ashore, and many of them wrecked. At

length, when the gale abated, thirteen sail of the French and

Spanish line got sflfc to Cadiz ;—the other twenty have, no doubt,

gone to some other port, and 7:ill soon be heard of. We shall

repair our damages as speedily as possible, go again in pursuit of

the enemy, and afford tliem another proof of our determination to

Wrest from them the empire of the seas, and to comply with his

Imperial Majesty's demand of Ships-, Colonies, and Commerce.

Our loss was trifling, that of the English was immense. We have,
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however, to lament the absence of Admiral Villenenve, whose

ardour carried him beyond the strict bounds of prudence, and,

by compelling him to board the English Admiral's Ship, prevented

him from returning to his own. After having acquired so decisive a

victory, we wait with impatience the Emperor's order to sail to the

enemy's shore, annihilate the rest of his navy, and thus complete

the triumphant work we have so brilliantly begun. '

FURTHER PARTICULARS OF SIR R. STRACHAN's ACTION.

THE following letter from a distinguished Officer on board

Sir R. Strachan's squadron, communicates some farther particu

lars of the action of the 4th :—

Copy of a letter from an Officer of one of the men of zsar engaged

the 4th instant, in the second glorious defeat of apart of the

combined fleet, tcluch escaped from the battle and subsequent

victory off Trafalgar :

".MY GOOD FRIEND, At Sea, Nov. 5.

" WE have, with the gallant and indefatigable Commodore Sir

R. Straclian, been seeking out for the Rochefort squadron, and

began to despair of ever seeing them at all, though we had intelli

gence of them several times by neutral Vessels we spoke on our

cruise.—At last, on the morning of the 2d inst., the Phoenix, of

•11 guns, Captain Baker, full of signals, hove in sight, and made a

signal of a squadron of four French men of war with an Admiral's

flag. We saw them to leeward, and chased for some hours, but

lost them all in a heavy fog, then Cape Ortegal bearing N. E. 50

leagues ; but at eight A.M., the 4th inst., we saw them again, and

formed line of battle with the Caesar, 84, Commodore Sir R.

Strachan, Bart.; Hero, 74, Hon. Captain Gardner; Courageux,

74, Captain Lee ; Phoenix, Santa Margarita, and JEoYus Frigate*

in company. The Namur, 74, Captain Halsted, joined us almost

immediately. At noon the action commenced in its full fury, and

in a short time one of the enemy's Ships, le Scipion, tacking by

accident, the French Admiral and his three other Ships were

obliged to do the same, to support their friend, thus fortunately

ncaring the Namur and Revolntionaire, which bore up with great

rapidity, and gave the Frigates in the rear the credit of taking-a

good share in the action : the Namur soon opened a blazing fire.

In about three hours after the commencement of the action, the

Formidable, 81, struck, and in about twenty minutes after the

colours were hauled down of the Mont Blanc, 80, Duguay Tronin,
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74, and Scipion, 74. Thus wc found ourselves in possession of

what wc thought the celebrated Rochsfort squadron, but found, on

boarding, these Ships to be four sail of the line under the com

mand of a French Admiral, part of Gravina's thirteen sail which

escaped off Trafalgar, in the battle of the 21st of October. Thank

God! our loss is trilling considering the, closeness "of the action.

These Ships were perfectly unhurt when w ith Gravina, and we

suppose had very little to do with the above business off Tra

falgar."

The Officers of the Ships captured by Sir Richard Strachan told

our people, " that Lord Nelson was ill at Gibraltar, and that the

victory would have been decidedly in favour of France, had not

all the Spanish Ships run away !"—This was modest enough, con

sidering that these same four French Ships were the first to sheer

off, and leave the Santissima Trinidada, and her Spanish consorts,

to bear the brunt of the action, which they so gallantly sustained!

This is somewhat in imitation of Cardinal ltichelicu, who had

carved on the stern of the largest Ships in the French Navy three

Jlaurs de lis, with this insulting motto—

" Flort-ut quorjue Lilia Ponta !"

which the French thus modestly translated, for trie information of

the English, their then friends—

" Ev'n on flic main

'* Our Gallic Lilies triumph over Spain ! "

SIR WILLIAM SIDNEY SMITH AND COMMODOHE ROBIK.

SIR W. SIDNEY SMITH has repaid Commodore Robin in his

own coin. He sent a Cutter over to the French coast, with the

Extraordinary Gazette, containing the news of the victory over

the combined squadron. He apologized for forwarding it by a

boat, having no one on board, remarking, " that the last flag of

truce he sent in, the Officer was very honourably detained."

HIS MAJESTY.

HIS Majesty was affected even to tears at reading the account

of Lord Nelson's death in the late naval dispatches.

After the dispatches were read to His Majesty with an account

of the glorious battle of Trafalgar, he dictated a letter, which he

signed, to Admiral Collingwood, expressive of his high consider

ation of that gallant Officer's merits, and couched in terms flattering

in the extreme.
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MR. EDITOR,

r"JPHE following instance of French magnanimity will show

how deserving they are of British humanity :—

WHEN the Achille blew up in the late action, Lieutenant

Lapenotiere, who brought home the dispatches, immediately went

to the assistance of her crew, in the Pickle Schooner, which he

commanded, and took up J 60 men from her wreck, who, in return

for his humane conduct, immediately rose upon the crew of the

Pickle, and were about' to exchange elements with them; but our

tars haring no stronger inclination for the water than those whose

lives they saved by rescuing them from it, were obliged to use the

bravest resistance, to get rid of the favour intended them, which

after some time they effected, and overcame the French savages.

As it is proper such a contrast between humanity and brutality

should be universally known, I beg you will give it a place in your

next number of the Chronicle; and as 1 had it from Lieutenant

Xapenotiere, you may rely upon its authenticity.

I remain yours, &c.

Nov. 8, 1805. NEPTUNE.

P. S. I leave your readers to make their comments.

MR. EDITOR,

#l n 'HE generosity and patriotism of the British public are so pro.

verbial, and so truly spontaneous, that they scarcely ever

require a stimulus. In support of the relatives of those heroes

who, with their noble Commander, fell in the late glorious victory

of Trafalgar, I am confident that the most liberal benefactions will

be bestowed; and that the feelings of the grateful heart will

prompt the generous hand to assuage the sorrows of the unfor

tunate.

Splendid as was the late victory in its progress, extensive as it

was in its completion, and important as it must be in its conse

quences, no man, who felt as he ought to feel upon the occasion,

But mingled the tear of regret with the throb of exultation, at

learning the heavy price by which it was purchased. Bravery

is, indeed, the distinguishing characteristic of British naval Offi

cers, and many are their illustrious names which adorn our annals;

yet, without detracting from the merit of cither living or deceased

Commanders, it may be truly said, when speaking of Lord Nel

son, that we had no Officer of whom the enemy entertained so

great and so well-founded a terror ; that we had no Officer in
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whom the nation at large placed so implicit, so unbounded a

confidence.

Shall then the memory of the hero be forgotten ?—No ! Public

monuments will rise in honour of his achievements, the historian

will dwell with enthusiastic rapture on the brilliancy of his cha

racter, and his almost worshipped name will be emblazoned in the

recollection of future ages.

Yet, Sir, through the medium of your invaluable publication, I

wish to make an appeal to the nation, in order that something

more may be done. I wish both to honour the memory of the

brave departed, and to excite an ardent spirit of emulation in the

breasts of the living, even to remote posterity. Let a subscription

be opened, in which, rejecting all donations from the national

purse, individuals alone may participate. In this subscription, let

the seaman's and the labourer's shilling, the orphan's sixpence, and

the widow's mite, be equally acceptable. Small as the individual

contributions may be, the aggregate will be large, and worthy of

the British nation ; for there is not a native, deserving of the

appellation of Briton, who breathes the hallowed air of our

climate, whp Mould not be ambitious to honour the name of

Nelson.

Let the gentlemen of Lloyd's have the management of this sub

scription, and let its amount be applied to the erection of a Naval

Pillar in one of the most conspicuous parts of the shore of the

British Channel. Let the Pillar be large and splendid, and on its

top let an everlasting lamp be lighted, to serve, both by night and

by day, as a friendly pharos to guide the mariner to safety, to

remind him how Nelson fought and died, to inspire a kindred

flame of glory in his bosom ; and to tell to distant nations, which

pour their wealth into our island, how Britain venerates the

memory of her heroes ! The very sight of such a pillar, when

known to have been erected in commemoration of the victory of

Trafalgar, where Nelson bled and conquered, would strike a

terror into our euemies, and appal them in the dread hour of

battle.

Trusting, Sir, that these brief hints will be found to merit your

prompt attention, I remain Yours, &c.

P. P.

MR. EDITOR,

T\ 4T UCH has been said of late, and much more will no doubt be

said, on the subject of erecting a monument, on a grand scale,

to the memory of our ever lamented Hero, Lord Nelson, than
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which nothing could be more desirable, and towards which no

person would more cheerfully contribute their mite than myself;

but 1 could wish to learn, through the medium of the Naval

Chronicle, whether the much talked of Naval Pillar was ever

erected, for which so many thousands were so liberally subscribed ?

if so, where it is to be found? if not, what became of the money,

and why it should be appropriated to any other use than that for

which it was specifically subscribed? My motive, in asking these

questions is not merely to satisfy personal curiosity, but for the

service and information of the public ; because I may not only be

desirous, but anxious to contribute towards a monument which

shall to the latest posterity commemorate the achievements of our

gallant friend ; but I cannot say that it would afford me much

satisfaction to know, or even to think, that my money had ulti

mately found its way into the pockets of individuals, that it was

appropriated to any other purpose than what I intended it should

be, or that it lay idle. I could therefore wish, Sir, to be informed

on this subject, as it will, in the event of a subscription being

opened for the purpose of erecting a monument to the memory of

Lord Nelson, very materially affect my determination, although no

man living can entertain a more sincere affection for his memory,

or feel adeepcr regret at our loss, than myself.

I beg to call your attention to some very interesting, well

informed letters, which occasionally appear in the Oracle, on tho

subject of the Black Sea, and which ! think would be a very

valuable acquisition to the Naval Chronicle ; and as the letters are

of a very moderate length, one in every month would not much

encroach on other matter.

1 remain, Sir, Yours, &c.

Nov. 13, 1805. NEPTUNE.

MR. EDITOR,

TN no one great action in this or any preceding war ha? the Cap-

tain of the Commander in Chiefs Ship been forgotten, when

the honours of our Sovereign have deservedly been conferred on

the Flag Officers of the victorious tleet. The public are anxiously

expecting that the brave Captain Hardy, who was the immortal

Nelson's Captain, and indeed he may be called the Caplain of the

fleet, w ill not he forgotten, and " receive soon the honours due to

his gallantry." England expected he would do his duty, and " he

has done so."—I am, Sir, your Jiumble servant,

A Friend to the Valiant, and

London, Xov. 12. A CONSTANT READER.
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MIt. EDITOR, KnemJier, 1805.

T TRANSMIT you a few anecdotes of the late truly great and

good Horatio Lord Viscount Nllson, who so trium

phantly and heroically fell in the late glorious victory over the ene

mies of his God, his King, and his Country. I flatter myself, that

though they may appear trivial to some, you will not deem them

unworthy of insertion in the Naval Chronicle, especially as they

show the private character of the Naval Hero in a most amiable

point of view. I remain, Sir,

Truly yours, &c.

Great Queen Street, Lincoln's Inn Fields. 9

INTERESTING ANECDOTES OF THE LATE LORD NELSON.

DURING his Lordship's visit at Salisbury, in December 1800,

he caught sight of a sailor that had assembled amongst the crowd

before the council house in that city, who proved to be one that

had fought under his Lordship at the Battle of the Nile. The

recollection of a man'who had hazarded his life with himself for

the glory of his country, associated with the idea of his having been

one among the many humble instruments of his own exaltation,

instantly touched his heart. He called him forward, and after

cordially expressing the satisfaction he should ever feel on meeting

with any one who had borne a part in that proud day, instantly

dismissed him with a handsome present.

Another man presented himself, who at the Helder Point had

met a similar fate with his Lordship off Tencriffe in the loss of an

arm. Every circumstance of greatness or distinction vanished for

the moment from the brave Admiral's mind : he found himself in a

like predicament with the. poor man before him : his sympathy was

awakened: the only difference it allowed him to recollect was,

that of his own better fortune, a proof of which his fellow sufferer

soon experienced in a generous token of the hero's feeling.

It is a singular fact that Lord Nelson should next discover

amidst the huz'/aing multitude, a person who had attended him at

the time he lost his arm, and had assisted at the amputation. The

noble Admiral beckoned him up stairs (of the council house), and

meeting him as he approached the, room, took him by the hand

with a present in his own, and with looks expressive of remem

brance for the tender services he had experienced from him on that

melancholy occasion. As the man withdrew, he took from his

bosom a piece of lace, which he had torn from the sleeve of the

amputated arm, declaring he would preserve it to his last breath, in**
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niemory of his late gallant Commander, whom he should always

deem it the honour of his life to have served. Lord Nelson bade

him farewell with an emotion which no effort could stifle.

Such, Mr. Editor, was the ever-to-be-lamented Horatio

Nelson, whose proudest honour, he has beeu heard to say,

was to be called a BRITISH SAILOR !

MR. EDITOR,

A S the origin and signification of the word Bucentaure, the

Flag Ship of Villeneuve, is not generally understood, and

may in vain be sought for in most of the dictionaries we have at

present, I have sent the following. S. S.

THE Bucentaure was originally a Galeass, or great Galley of

the Doge of Venice, adorned with fine pillars on both sides, and

gilt over from the prow to the stern. As to the name, the ancients

called Centaurs certain great Ships w hich had the figure of a Cen

taur on the stern ; and some think that the Galeass of Venice was

called Bucentaure, as if one should say a great Centaur : the par

ticle Bs, in Greek, being put at the head of words, signifies great.

The Doge's seat was upon the uppermost deck, where the stand

ard of the Republic was displayed, with the Prince's arms on the

side. Justice was represented in gold upon the prow, holding a

naked sword in her right hand, and a pair of scales in her left.

The Vessel was covered over head with a kind of a tent made of

purple silk. It was in this Galeass that the Doge received the

great Lords and persons of quality that came to Venice, accom

panied with the Ambassadors and Counsellors of State, and all the

Senators seated upon benches by him. The same Vessel served

also every year in the magnificent ceremony of ascension day, in

which the Duke of Venice throws a ring into the sea to espouso

it, and to denote his dominion over the Gulf of Venice. Dr.

Moore gives a minute account of this ceremony in his " View of

Society and Manners in Italy." It is said that the first Galeass of

this kind was built in 1177, by order of.Scbastian Ziani, Duke of

Venice, to receive the Emperor Frederick Barbarossa, who came

to make peace with Pope Alexander HI and the Repnblick of

Venice. Others believe that it was built in 1311. The Elector of

Bavaria caused to be built many years since a Shjp as great and as

magnificent as that of the Venetians, to which he gave the name of

Bucentaure.

*3at>. GjKon. Oloi.XIV. d d o
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ADDENDA

TO

THE BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIR

OF THE LATE BIGHT HONOURABLE

HORATIO LORD VISCOUNT NELSON, K.K

AND DUKE OF BRONTE ;

TICE-ADMIRAL OF THE WHITE SQUADROW.

(Resumed from Vol. Ill, page 189.)

" InirsTRiors SpIRIt! WHILE tk' historic txot.

Shall glory to record thy dratuless name,

how will each hero's breast, throuoh evert aoe.

Aspire to rival thy exalted fame!"

Davies.

rpHE brave, the gallant, the great, the good Lord Nelson is-

no more ! Though, with the most generous feelings, every

Briton exults in the victorious achievement of his countrymen,

one universal sentiment of sorrow, and deep regret, pervades

the* public mind, as it reflects that the nations * glory and its

pride " have fallen !

Grief is silent and unobtrusive. We wish to pay no fulsome

compliment to the memory of the departed Hero. His deed-

arc bis best culogium.

" Some, when they die, die all; thtir mouldering clay

Is but an emblem of their memories:

The space quite closes up through which they passed.

That He has lived, he leaves a mark behind.

Shall pluck the shining age from vulgar time.

And give it whole to late posterity."

The late Lord Nelson was one of the first patrons of Tke

Naval Chronicle, which, UDtkr the happiest auspices, has

attained its proportionate share of celebrity, and bids fair to

descend to posterity, as an ample register of naval events, and a

faithful monument of professional merit. Lord Nelson wai not

only one of the first approvers of our undertaking, but has

uniformly proved lumself its most liberal patron ; and lias, from,

time to time, enriched its pages with his valuable commuaicatious*
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Independently, however, of these considerations, it is uo

wonder that, in common with every Englishman, we deeply

•deplore our own and our Country's loss ; that we are anxious

to pay a feeble tribute to his talents and his virtues.

It is with an oppressed heart, and a trembling hand, that the

■compiler of the present article attempt* a continuation of the

Biographical Memoir which appears in the tliird volume of the

Naval Chronicle*. The succeeding events of Lord Nel

son's life have indeed been detailed, in chronological order, ia

our work ; but, at the present interesting moment, when the

name of Nelson sounds from every tongue, and dwells upoa

•every ear, we are persuaded that a compact sketch of his actions,

subsequently to the glorious battle of the Nile, will prove

generally acceptable to our readers. Should we, in some parts

of our detail, be thought too minute ; or should we, by our

observations, call to mind the garrulity of age, which delights in

repetition, let it be candidly attributed to a wish to preserve all

that can be collected respecting our departed patron, the idol of

his country's love.

It was on the 18th of August, 1798, that Rear-Admiral (the*

Sir Horatio) Nelson, having refitted the Ships of his fleet, and

the prizes, in the best manner that the stores which he had

would permit, sailed from the scene of his glory, the Bay of

Aboukir, leaving Captain Samuel Hood, with four sail of the

line and two Frigates, to block up the port of Alexandria, and

also to intercept any supplies which might be sent to the French

army. On the 23d of September he arrived at Naples in the

Vanguard, accompanied by the Thalia Frigate. Immediately

on his arrival, the King of Naples went off in his barge, and

honoured the Admiral with a visit on board the Vanguard,

where he continued until she anchored. When Sir Horatio

landed, he was received amidst the reiterated shouts of a

rejoicing people, who looked up to him as their deliverer and

protector.

Lord Nelson remained at Naples till the month of December,

* Yid* page 157, et reg.
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on the lCth of which the blockade of Malta commenced. The

French republican army having invaded the Neapolitan territory,

and being ou a rapid march towards the capital of that king

dom, where the inhabitants had shown evident signs of insur

rection, his Sicilian Majesty, for the personal safety of himself

and family, embarked on board the Vanguard, and were carried

by Lord Nelson to Palermo in Sicily. On her passage thither,

the weather was so extremely tempestuous, that the Vanguard

narrowly escaped shipwreck.

In March 1 799, Lord Nelson arranged a plan, which succeeded

hi all its parts, for taking the islands in the Bay of Naples, and

for supporting the Neapolitan royalists who were making head

in the kingdom. In the month of May he shifted his flag to the

Foudrojant, having been promoted to the rank of Rear-Admiral

of the red squadron. At that time he was obliged to be con

tinually on his guard against the French fleet. In June the

French evacuated Naples ; soon after which Lord Nelson

arrived in that port from Palermo. Finding that Cardinal

Ruflfo had concluded a disgraceful convention with the French

regicides and Neapolitan rebels, Lord Nelson declared, in con

sequence of the disapproval of this convention by the King of

Naples, that, not having been ratified by His Majesty's autho

rity, the treaty was null and void. One of the first articles of it

was, to grant a pardon to Admiral Prince Caraccioli, the chief

of the revolutionary party. Lord Nelson ordered the Prince to

be immediately arrested, and to be carried on board the Neapo--

litan Frigate Minerva, where he was tried by a court martial,

and hanged within twenty-four hours after the sentence of con

demnation had been passed. Several other articles of the con

vention were also set aside by Lord Nelson. The next step

necessary to be taken wa3 to dispossess the French of the ca?t!c

of St. Elmo. For this purpose a large detachment of seamen

and marines from the English squadron was landed, under the

command of Captain Troubridge, of the Culloden, who was

assisted for the first seven days by Captain Ball, of the Alexan

der ; but Lord Nelson requiring' the services of that Officer at

Malta, his place was ably supplied by Captain HalloweU, of the
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Swiftsure. A party of Russians and Portuguese joined Captain

Troubridge, and rendered very essential service during the siege,

which continued from the 3d to the 12th of July, when the

castle capitulated. The loss sustained by the combined forces

in this service, was five Officers, and thirty-two rank and file

killed ; and five Officers, seventy-nine rank and file, and one

marine, wounded.—Captain Troubridge w-as afterwards dis

patched by Lord Nelson to take possession of the Roman

territoritv. Having entered into articles of capitulation with the

French General Grenier, for the evacuation of the Roman State,

on the 29th and 30th of September, a detachment of 200 Beamen

aud marines were landed from the Culloden and Minotaur, and

took possession of Civita Vecchia, Cornatto, and Tolfa. Gene

ral Bouchard, and Captain (now Admiral) Louis, of the. Mino

taur, were sent to take possession of Rome on the same terms.

Thus, as His Sicilian Majesty was pleased to say, was Lord

Nelson the means of re-couquering his kingdom and placing

him again upon his throne.

On the 10th of July, His Sicilian Majesty arrived in the Bay

of Naples, and hoisted his standard on board of the Foudroy-

ant; and, on the 9th of August, Lord Nelson earned him back

to Palermo, His Majesty having been upwards of four weeks on

board. of the Foudroyant.

It was on the 13th of this month, that His Sicilian Majesty

honoured Lord Nelson with the dukedom of Bronte, estimated

at 3,000/., or 3,500/. sterling per annum.

Early in the year 1800, Vice-Admiral Lord Keith, who was

cruising oft' the harbour of Valette, in the island of Malta, to

prevent the French from throwing any succours into it, received

certain intelligence, that an enemy's squadron was expected to

make the attempt. He accordingly directed Lord Nelson to

keep to windward of the island, to look out with three sail of the

line, the Lion to keep off the passage between Genoa and

Malta, and the Alexander off the S.E. side of the island, whilst

he remained in the Queen Charlotte, with the Phieton, Serena,

Neapolitan Frigate, and the Minerva Sloop, close in with the

mouth of the harbour. In the morning, at day-light, on the 18th
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of February, Lord Nelson discovered the Alexander in chase o»

a line-of-battle Ship, three Frigates, and a Corvette. About

eight o'clock she fired several shot at one of the enemy's Fri

gates, which struck her colours, and, leaving her to be secured

by the Ships a-stern, continued the chase. At half past one

P.M. the enemy's Frigate and Corvette tacked; but the line-of-

battle Ship, not being able to tack without coining to action

with the Alexander, bore up. The Success being to leeward,

her Captain, with great judgment and gallantry, lay across his

hawse and raked him with several broadsides. In passing the

French Sliip's broadside, several shot struck the Success, by

which one man was killed, and the Master and eight men

wounded. At half-past four, the Foudroyant and Northumber

land coming up, the former fired two shot, when the French

Ship fired her broadside, and struck her colours. She proved

to be le Gcnereux, of 74 guns, (one of the Ships which escaped

out of the Bay of Aboukir, on the 2d of August, 1798), bearing

the flag of Rear-Admiral Perree, Commander in Chief of the

French naval force in the Mediterranean, having a number of

troops on board from Toulon, bound for the relief of Malta.

Lord Nelson attributed the capture of this Ship to the extreme

good management of Lieutenant William Harrington, who

commanded the Alexander in the absence of Captain Ball. His

Lordship also spoke highly of the gallant behaviour of Captain

Peard, of the Success. The other Ship which was taken was

a large armed Transport, with stores, provisions, &c, for

Malta.

The congratulations and public thanks with which Lord

Nelson was hailed on his return to England, with Sir William

Hamilton, at the close of the year 1800, have been fully

related*.

Still eager to exert himself in the service of his country,

immediately after his arrival in England his Lordship solicited

a re-appointment to actual command ; and, as his very name

carried terror with it to the enemy, his request was instantly

• Vide NivAL Chbohicls, Vol, IV, page 4i9.
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granted, and the San Josef, of 1 10 guns, formerly a Spanish

■first rate, and one of the Skips boarded and taken by his Lord

ship in the action off St. Vincent, was appointed to receive

his flag.

The war in which we were engaged still continued, and the

name and abilities of Lord Nelson were too eminent to be

allowed to rest unemployed. In the spring of 1 80 1 , the armed

confederacy of the north threatened to deprive England of those

rights and privileges, of which, for centuries, she had remained

in undisturbed possession. In breaking this league between the

northern powers, his Lordship was destined to act a very con

spicuous part. Admiral Sir Hyde Parker was appointed Com

mander in Chief of the expedition which was intended to dis

solve the armed neutrality of Russia, Sweden, and Denmark ;

and Lord Nelson, accepting a command under Sir Hyde Par

ker, hoisted his flag on board the St. George, of 98 guns.

Early in the morning of the 11th of March 1 SOI, Sir Hyde

Parker made the signal for seeing land ; and, on the 19th, about

noon, his Ship made the Scaw, which was the first general ren

dezvous of the fleet. From the 2 1st to the 24th, there were in

general foul winds, heavy falls of sleet, snow, and rain, which,

added to a chilling cold, caused the Officers and crews to suffer

incredible fatigue.—That the Danes considered themselves in a

state of perfect security, notwithstanding the formidable appear

ance of the British fleet, is obvious from the following incident.

During the negociations which were carried on previously to

passing the Sound, an Officer of distinction, high in favour with

the Crown Prince, came on board the English Admiral, with a

verbal answer to one of our proposals ; and finding some

difficulty in expressing, with sufficient clearness, the sentiments

of his court, was requested to communicate them in writing.

The pen which was brought for this purpose happening to be

ill-pointed, he held it up, and, with a sarcastic snnle, observed

to those about him, " If your guns are not better pointed than

your pens, you will make but little impression on Copen

hagen."

On the 28th of the month, orders were given to prepare for
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battle ; and Lord Nelson, who, with his characteristic braTerry

had volunteered his services, was appointed to lead the attack.—•

It had long been a received opinion, that the possession of

Cronenburg Casile* gave to the Danes an uncontrolled command

of the passage of the Sound ; and they had so far profited by

the supposed advantage of Uieir situation, that, for more than a

century, they had exercised the undisputed right of levying con

tributions on all V essels, in proportion to the value of their

respective cargoes, trading to and from the Baltic. The tacit

assent given by the European powers to this flagrant imposition,

apparently justified by the sanction of time, so far confirmed tbe

Danes in the validity of this opinion, that they regarded any

augmentation of the works as superfluous ; and, relying on the

co-operation of the Swedes, had neglected to render the approach

of the British an object of real difficulty, which, by means

of floating batteries, they might easily have done. Hie time

had now arrived, in which it rested with England to exhibit a

practical refutation of the long-established error under which the

Danes had laboured.—The afternoon of the 29th w as principally

occupied in clearing the Ships for action, which was done with

the utmost alacrity and expedition. On the morning of the

30th, the wind being as fair as the most sanguine expectation

could desire, Sir Hyde Parker, to the inexpressible joy of the

whole fleet, made the signal to weigh, and form the order of

battle. Lord Nelson led the van, while Sir Hyde Parker acted

with his division in the rear, as a corps de reserve ; and such was

the promptitude displayed in executing the orders to form the

line and engage, that, at half-past six, A.M., the Monarch,

which had been appointed to lead the fleet, w as so far advanced,

that the enemy commenced a heavy and well-supported fire

from the whole line of bis positions, which was instantaneous!?

returned from our leading Ships, and from some of those of the

centre and rear divisions. The Swedish batteries, however,

were silent ; a circumstance much in our favour, and w hich con

tributed most efficaciously to our success. Whether the conduct

• For a view and description of Croncubyrg Cattle, aee Vol. V, p. 308,
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of the Court of Stockholm on this occasion originated in airy

secret misunderstanding between itself and that of Copenhagen,

or whether it trembled for its town of Helsinburg, it is not for

lis to determine ; but certain it is, that not a single shot was

fired from the Swedish shore ; and at half-past ten every Ship

had passed the Sound, without sustaining the slightest injury,

except the loss of six or seven men killed and wounded on board

the Isis, Captain Walker, by the bursting of one of her lower

deck guns.

Lord Nelson, as before stated, had volunteered his services

for conducting the attack ; and, after having examined and

buoyed the outer channel of the middle ground, he proceeded,

w ith twelve Ships of the line, all the Frigates, Bombs, Fire-ships,

and all the small Vessels. On the evening of the 1 st of April,

lie anchored oft' Draco Point, in order to make his disposition

for the attack, and to wait for the wind turning to the southward*.

* — ■—■ • • —

* The following is a list of the squadron under the command of Lord

Nelson :—

Ships. Guns. Commander*.

Edgar 74 Captain George Murray.

Ardent 74 Thomas Bertie.

Bcllona 74 Sir T. B. Thompson.

Agamemnon C4 R. D. l'ancourt.

Ci latum 54 William Nowell.

lia 50 J. Walker.

Elephant 74 J J}*-***"* ,Lor,, NcW

1 / Captain 1 . ruley.

Ganges 74 J. F. Frceuiantle.

Monarch 74 R. Moss.

Defiance 74 \ fC"±^. T'lS™*
I Captain H. RetahcK.

Russel 74 W. Gumming.

Polyphemus 64 J. Lawford.

Desir6e 40 t H. Iniuan. ^

Amazon 38 Edward Riou.

Blanche 36 G. E, Hammond. ,

Alcmeuc 32 —— S. Sutton.

Dart 30 J. F. Devonshire.

Jamaica 26 Jonas Hose.

Arrow 30 .—-.

Cruiser 18 James Brisbane.

Harpy .. .. 18 W. Birchall.

FIRE SUITS.

Zephyr . .... 16. Captain Clotw. Upton.

Otter .14 —— George M'Kiuley.

«?at>. £i;ron. CUI.Xl V. z I e
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It was agreed between Sir Hyde Parker and Lord Nelson, tW

the Ships remaining with the Admiral should weigh at the same

moment with those of his Lordship, and menace the crown

batteries and four Danish Ships of the line which lay at the

entrance of the arsenal. This arrangement was also made so

as to cover our disabled Ships as they should come out of

the action.

In the morning of the 2d of April, Lord Nelson made the

signal for the squadron to weigh and to engage the Danish line,

consisting of sis sail of the line, eleven floating batteries, mount

ing from eighteen 18-pounders, to twenty-six 24-pouuders, aud

one Bomb-ship, beside Schooner Gun-vessels. These were

supported by the Crown Islands, mounting eighty-eight cannon ;

by four sail of the line, moored in the harbour's mouth ; and by

some batteries on the Island of Ainack. The Bomb-ship and

Schooner Gun-vessels made their escape ; but, after a battle of

four hours, the other seventeen sail, being the whole of the

Danisli Hue to the southward of the Crown Islands, were all

either sunk, burnt, or taken.—From the very intricate navigation,

two of our Ships, the Bellona and Russel, (Captains Sir T.

B. Thompson, and Cumming), unfortunately grounded ; but,

although not in the situation which had been assigned them, they

were in such a place as enabled them to be of great service.

The Agamemnon, Captain Fancourt, could not weather the

shoal of the middle, and was unavoidably obliged to anchor.

These accidents prevented the extension of our hne by the three

Ships just mentioned, which Lord Nelson was confident would

have silenced the Crown Islands, with the two outer Ships in

the harbour's mouth, and have prevented a heavy loss of men in

the Defiance and Monarch, Captains Retalick and Moss.

They also unfortunately threw the Amazon, commanded by the

gallant Captain Riou, under a very heavy fire. The conse

quence was, the death of Captain Riou, and of many brave

Officers and men in the Frigates and Sloops.

Agreeably to orders, the Bombs took their stations abreast of

the Elephant, the Ship into which Lord Nelson had removed

his flag, and threw some shells into the arsenal. Captain Rose,
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\kho volunteered his services to direct the Gun-brigs, did every

thing that was possible to get them forward, but the current w as

too forcible to admit of their being of service during the action.

The boats of those Ships of the line which were not ordered on

the attack, afforded the engaged squadron every assistance. The

Desiree, Captain Iuman, took her station in raking the southern

most Danish Ship, and performed the greatest service. The

action begau at five minutes past ten. The van was led by

Gaptain Murray, of the Edgar, who set a noble example of

intrepidity, which was followed by every Officer and man in the

fleet. The loss, in such a battle, was necessarily very heavy, the

total amount of the killed and wounded amounting to 943.

Lord Nelson, in his report of the action to Sir Hyde Parker,

bestowed the warmest and most liberal praise on all concerned ;

and on none more than on those Officers and men whose

utmost exertions had proved ineffectual.—The carnage on board

the Danish Ships was also excessive ; it being calculated by the

Commander in Chief, Olfert Fischer* at 1800. The Ships were

crowded with men ; and, from some singular neglect, which

probably originated in the idea, that the wounded would be so

near the city that they could be immediately accommodated

there, they had not on board their Block-ships a single Surgeon.

When our people boarded them, they found hundreds bleeding

to death.

As soon as the fire of the Danish line slackened, and Lord

Nelson perceived that the Ships and batteries of the enemy were

in his power, he went to his cabin and wrote a letter to the

Crown Prince, representing the expediency of allowing a flag of

truce to pass, and stating that, if this were denied, he should be

under the necessity of destroying the floating batteries then in hn

power, while it would be impossible for him to save those brave

men by whom they were defended. This note was addressed,

To the Brothers of Englishmen, the Danes. When, in con

sequence of this application, Lord Nelson received permission to

land, and went on shore to adjust terms of reconciliation, he

was received by the brave and generous Danes with the loudest

acclamations, and was treated by the accomplished Prince of
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Denmark with even- token of respect. The immediate result

of their conference w as an armistice, the precursor of an ami

cable convention. 1 he dreadful engagement, heard, seeu, and

felt, on the Danish shore, had wound up the feelings of all

ranks to the highest pitch of sensibility; but every individual

hope and fear seemed to be lost in a general blaze of patriotic

ardour. From the Crown Prince, whose cool intrepidity and

judgment were gloriously displayed in the sight of his people

and of Europe, to the humblest citizen, one heroic mind and

purpose seemed to animate and unite the whole. Never had tie

valour of Denmark, even in the brightest periods of its history,

beamed forth with more distinguished lustre. The daring

pirates of the ninth and tenth ceuturics did not exhibit greater

intrepidity and prowess in invading England, than their descen

dants of the nineteenth century did in resisting an invasion from

that country. If the recollection of a common origin, a simi

larity of .manners, and long habits of social and commercial

intercourse, tend to impress on the two nations a conviction that

they are fitted and destined to be good friends to each other, the

ever memorable battle of Copenhagen, scarcely more glorious to

one party than to the other, ought to be a long memento that

they are not less fitted to be mutually dreadful and destructive

enemies.—Lord Nelson told the Crown Prince's Aid-de-camp,

Colonel Lindhohn, who waited on him respecting the proffered

flag of truce, that the French fought bravely ; but that they could

not have stood one hour the fight which the Danes maintained

for four. " I have been in A hundred and five engage

ments," said he, " in the course of my life, but that of to-day

was the most terrible of all."—Admiral Sir Hyde Parker, in his

dispatches to the Admiralty, said :—" Were it possible for me to

add any thing to the well-earned renown of Lord Nelson, it

would be by asserting, that his exertions, great as they have

hitherto been, never were carried to a higher pilch of zeal for

his country's service."

To the above sketch of this glorious action, and to the pub

lic and private accounts *, which have already appeared in our

• Vids Naval Ciihonicll, Vol. V, pages 331, and 451; and Vol. XIII.

page 4o3, ct sej.
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Chronicle, we beg leave to subjoin the following interesting

and well-written narrative, extracted from a recent publication

by Mr. Carr, entitled, "A Northern Summer; or, Travels round

the Baltic."

A young Danish Officer, says Mr. Carr, upon the crown bat

tery, obligingly pointed out the disposition of the Ships, and spoke

of the battle w ith great impartiality. From tlio position of the

British fleet, before the squadron under Lord Nelson bore down,

and rendered his intention indubitable, the Danes were firmly of

opinion that the British Commander intended to proceed either to

Carlscrona or Revel, and made no preparation for defence ; their

Ships were lying in ordinary : they therefore trusted solely to

their Block-ships and batteries. On that day the Hero of the

.Nile surpassed those achievements, which an admiring and

astonished world conceived mu.it for ever remain without imitation,

as they had been without example, in the annals of the British

Navy. Favoured by a fortunate shift of w iud,*aud an extraordinary

elevation of the tide, which at the same time was higher than the

Danes had long remembered it, he placed his unsupported squa

dron (and, as it is said, with an unobserved signal of retreat fly

ing at the mast head of the Ship of the chief in command,) in a most

advantageous and formidable position. The citizens of Copenha

gen in a moment flew to their posts ; all distinctions were lost in

the love of their country. Nobles and mechanics, gentlemen and

shopmen, rushed together in crowds to the quays ; the sick crawled

out of their beds, atid the very lame were led to the sea side,

imploring to be taken in the boats, which were perpetually going

off with crowds to the Block-ships. A carnage at once tremen

dous and novel only served to increase their enthusiasm. What

an awful moment! The invoked vengeance of the British nation,

with the fury and velocity of lightning, was falling with terriblo

desolation upon a race of gallant people, in their very capital,

whose Kings were once srated upon the throne of England, and in

■the veins of whose magnanimous Prince flowed the blood of her

august family. Nature must have, shuddered as she contemplated

«uch a war of brethren : the conflict was short, but sanguinary

beyond example. In the midst of the slaughter the heroic Nelson

dispatched a flag of truce on shore, with a note to the Crown

Prince, in which ho expressed a w ish that a stop should be put to

the further effusion of human blood, and to avert the destruction

of the Danish arsenal and of the capital, which he observed that



398 ADDEN'DA TO THE BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIR

the Danes must then sec were at his mercy. He once more prrji

posed their withdrawing from the triple league, and acknowledging

the supremacy of the British flag. As soon as the Prince's answer

was received, a cessation of hostilities took place, and Lord Nelson

left his Ship to go on shore. Upon his arrival at the quay he

found a carriage that had been sent for him by Mr. D., a merchant

of great respectability, the confusion being too great to enable the

Prince to send one of the royal carriages : in the former the gallant

Admiral proceeded to the palace in the octagon, through crowds

of people, whose fury was rising to frenzy, and amongst whom hu

person was in more imminent danger than even from the cannon

of the Block-ships ; but nothing could shake the soul of such a

man. Arrived at the palace in the octagon, he calmly descended

from the carriage amidst the murmurs and groans of the enraged

concourse, which not even the presence of the Danish Officers who

accompanied him could restrain. The Crown Prince received him

In the hall, conducted him up stairs, and presented him to the

King, whose long shattered state of mind had left him but very

little sensibility to display upon the trying occasion. The object*

of this impressive interview were soon adjusted, to the perfect

satisfaction of Lord Nelson and his applauding country ; that done,

lie assumed the gaiety and good humour of a visitor, and partook

of some refreshments with the Crown Prince.

During the repast Lord Nelson spoke in raptures of the bravery

of the Danes, and particularly requested the Prince to introduce

him to a very young Officer, whom he described as having per.

formed wonders during the battle, by attacking his own Ship

immediately under her lower guns. It proved to be the gallant

young Welmoe.->, a stripling of seventeen ; the British hero cm-

braced him with the enthusiasm of a brother, and delicately inti

mated to the Prince that he ought to make him an Admiral ; to

which the Prince very hajipily replied, " If, my Lord, I were to

make all my brave Officers Admirals, I should have no Captains or

Lieutenants in my service." This heroic youth had volunteered

the command of a Praam, which is a sort of raft, carrying six small

cannon, and manned with twenty-four men, who pushed off from

shore, and in the fury of the battle placed themselves under the

stern of Lord Nelson's Ship, w hich they most successfully attacked,

in such a manner, that although they were below the reach of the

stern «hascrs, the British marines made terrible slaughter amongst

them: twenty of the,e gallant men fell by their bullets, but their

young Coaiaiandcr continued knee-deep in dead at his post, until
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the truce was announced. He has been honoured, as he most

eminently deserved to be, with the grateful remembrance of his

country and of his Prince, who, as a mark of his regard, presented

him with a medallion commemorative of his gallantry ; and has

appointed him to the command of the Yacht in which he makes his

annual visit to Holstcin. The issue of this contest was glorious

and decisive : could it be otherwise, when its destinies were com

mitted to Nelson ?"

For this important victory, Lord Nelson, with the rest of the

Officers, seamen, marines, and soldiers of the fleet, received the

thanks of both Houses of Parliament.

Sir Hyde Parker, having left those Ships which were the

most disabled off Copenhagen, under the care of Lord Nelson,

proceeded with the rest of his fleet up the Baltic, with the view

of chastising the Russians and Swedes. The, death of the

Emperor Paul, however, which was immediately followed by

pacific overtures from his successor, Alexander, prevented the

farther effusion of blood ; and, early in the month of May, Sir

Hyde resigned the command of the fleet to Lord Nelson, and

sailed for England in the Blanche Frigate. The bad stafe of

his Lordship's health, however, compelled him to apply to the

Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty for leave to return to

England ; and, about the 19th of June, he was succeeded in the

command of the Baltic fleet by Sir C. M. Pole, who remained

on that station till the latter end of July ; when, there being no

longer any occasion for so powerful a force there, he returned to

join the Channel fleet*.

Short was the respite which Lord Nelson enjoyed ; for an

invasion having been threatened on the part of France, and a

considerable number of small Vessels having been collected

along the French coasts, particularly in the harbour of Boulogne,

preparatory to the meditated attack, his Lordship was again

called upon to exert his valour and his talents. He was

* For the interesting Memorandum, dated on board tlie St. George, Kioge Bay,

June 18, 1801, which Lord Nelson addressed to the Officers and seamen of to*

fleet before he resigned the command, vide Naval Chronicli, Vol. VI, p. 69.



400 ADDENDA TO TOE BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIR

accordingly appointed to command a squadron employed for tfre

defence of the coast between Orfordness and Beachy Head ;

together with all the floating defence and sea fencibles within

that district. In the month of July, 1801, he hoisted his flag

on board of the Unite Frigate, of 32 guns, then lying at Sheer-

ness. His force consisted of fifteen Frigates, l>eside the Unite,

w ith a considerable number of Gun-boats and craft, stationed

from Portsmouth, up the Straits of Dover, to the northern

extremity of the island. Such was the confidence of adminis

tration in his Lordship, that on this occasion he was invested

with very extensive and unusual powers ; and, in consideration of

the inconveniences to \which he was exposed through the want

of his right arm, he was indulged by the Admiralty with the

unprecedented allowance of three Aides-de-camp. During the

time that Lord Nelson held this command, he made various

attacks on the French flotilla ; and his successes, though small

in themselves, were great and valuable in their aggregate

amount : the enemy received an important check, and the valour

of Britons was perhaps never more strikingly displayed.

From the Unite, Lord Nelson removed his flag into the)

Medusa ; and, on the Sd of August, he sailed from the Downs

with a squadron composed chiefly of Gun-vessels and Bombs.

On the following morning, his Lordship made a vigorous

attack upon twenty-four of the enemy's armed Vessels moored)

off Boulogne *. The shells were thrown with such precision,

that, in the course of the day, three of the euemy's Hats and a

Brig were sunk ; six were driven ashore much damaged ; and, at

high water, the remainder took refuge in the harbour. Much

to the satisfaction of Lord Nelson, this service was performed

without any serious loss ; a Captain of artillery, and two seamen,

wounded, constituting the total of the injury sustained. In addi

tion to this statement, w hich forms the substance of Lord Nel-

* It is worthy of remark, that at the period of prepaiing this article for the

press, the gallant Sir W. Sidney Smith, who may justly be considered as the herrof

the departed Kelson's bravery and skill, is supposed ta be employed in u

expediliou of a similar nature, directed against the same port.
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son's official letter on the occasion, we shall here introduce tli«

following

French Account of the Attack at Boulogne, on the 4th of August,

1801.

The day before yesterday, August the 4th, at day break,

Admiral Nelson, with thirty Vessels of war of all sizes, appeared

before Boulogne. A division of our light flotilla was anchored at

the distance of 500 fathoms before the entrance of the port ; the

three sections of the division were placed close to each other

w ithout any interval. The English Bomb-vessels began the fire,

which was returned ; but the enemy kept at a distance, which w*

estimated at 1000 fathoms from the line of our division.

The English fleet attempted several times • to advance; our

soldiers requested leave to board, and three battalions embarked

in the three sections of the division; the other divisions of the

light flotilla were in port ready to proceed to the assistance of

the van.

Our flotilla kept up a well-supported fire, and at noon the

enemy was obliged to resume his first position without reach of our

cannon ; he, however, continued to throw bombs : the number of

those thrown in the course of the day amounted to more than nine

hundred. No person was either killed or wounded by them.

Two Gun-boats, which they had damaged, were immediately put

iu a state of service.

Yesterday, the 5th, in the morning, the English fleet disappeared.

Rear-Admiral Latouche could have done more hurt to the enemy

had the weather been calm.

The intention of the English Admiral was to compel our van to

return into port. He did not accomplish that object. This

combat took place in sight of both countries.

It is the first of the kind: the historian will have cause to make

this remark.

Wc know not what particular cause the historian should

have to make this remark, unless it were to show, that when the

Trench are oppose^ by the English, f* they cannot with immu

nity come outside their ports*."

The enemy having again moored their flotilla off Boulogne,

which was considerably augmented to what it had been in the

• Vide Lord Nclson'i letter on the occasion, Naval CuncsicLr., Yoj. VI

page 153.

tttlb. apron. 5UI.XVI. iff
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preceding attack, Lord Nelson proceeded thither with his squa

dron, determined, if possible, either to destroy or to bring them

off. For this purpose, on the night of the 15th of August, he

directed the attack to be made by the armed boats of the squa-^

dron, which was formed into four divisions, commanded by the

Captains Somerville, Cotgrave, Jones, and Parker; with a diviT

sion of howitzer boats under Captain Conn. Captain Bedford,

of the Leyden, and Captain Gore, of the Medusa, manifested

great zeal upon this occasion, offering their services as volunteers

under a Master and Commander, which offer was handsomely de

clined by the Commander in Chief. At half past eleven at night

the boats put off" from the Medusa, and proceeded in the best

possible order. At half past twelve, Captain Parker, with the

second division, commenced the attack in the most intrepid and

gallant manner ; but, attempting to board a Brig off the Mole,

wearing the Commodore's broad pendant, which had a strong

netting traced up to her lower yards, all his endeavours were

baffled : an instantaneous discharge of her guns, and small arms

from about 200 soldiers from her gunwale, knocked Captain

Parker, with most of the crew, upon their backs into the boat,

all of whom were either killed or badly wounded. Their situ

ation was so desperate, that had not Mr. Cathcart, one of the

Midshipmen of the Medusa, instantly come ?md towed the boat

off, they must have fallen into the hands of the enemy. The

other boats in Captain Parker's division, commanded by Lieu

tenants Williams, Longford, and Pelley, were conducted and

fought with distinguished bravery ; but such was the unfortunate

result, that most of their crews were either killed or wounded.

To tl>e darkness of the night, and the uncertainty of the tides,

which caused the other divisions to be separated from the

second, must be attributed the want of success in this bold

and hardy enterprise. Had they arrived at the point of attack

at the same moment with Captain Parker, there could have been

scarcely a doubt of the event turning out gloriously to His

Majesty's arms. Notwithstanding this unfortunate circumstance,

the greatest .skill, and the most persevering bravery, were dis

played by the Captains, Officers, and men, composing the other
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divisions, who attacked, and absolutely took possession of many

Brigs and Flats, and cut their cables ; but from the disgraceful

circumstance of their being aground, or moored with chains, it

was impossible to bring them off, or even to burn them, as the

moment that the battle ceased, the enemy, regardless of the lives

of their own men, discharged repeated and heavy vollies of mus

ketry from the shore.

An attack so desperate and vigorous, and a resistance so pow

erful on the part of the enemy, was necessarily attended by con

siderable slaughter on both sides. It being considered fruitless,

however, to make any further attempts on the flotilla, our boats

soon after day-light returned to the squadron.

For the amusement, rather than for the information of the

reader, we subjoin the following

French official Account, from Rear-Admiral Latouche, to the

Minister of Marine*.

CITIZEN talNISTEH, Boulogne, Aug. 16.

I had the honour to inform you, by my dispatch of the 17th

Thermidor, of the battle of the 16th (August 4), in which the

leading division of the fleet of small Vessels under my command

of itself frustrated all the efforts of the English fleet, and kept the

enemy at a sufficient distance from Boulogne, to prevent the bom

bardment of the port, and to ward off all danger from the other

divisions of the fleet. Admiral Nelson, seeing that all his efforts

were ineffectual, disappeared on the 17th, no doubt to procure

reinforcements, and to lay in ammunition. He again made his

appearance yesterday with several Ships of the line, and a great

number of Frigates, Brigs, Pinnaces, Gun-boats, &c. He an

chored at the distance of 3000 toises from the landing-division,

which still kept its original position, about 500 toiscs from the

mouth of the harbour. I had augmented it by one section, and

had strengthened it by the addition of several Bomb-ships. I

could easily perceive in the evening, that the enemy meditated an

attack, their Ships being surrounded with boats and small craft of

all sizes. I had therefore ordered several boats to keep watch,

that I might have timely notice of the approach of the enemy.

About three quarters of an hour after twelve, one of the boats

* For the English official account of this enterprise, vide Naval Chkonicli,

Vol. VI, page 153.
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discovered tlic enemy, and was immediately attacked. The five

opened with uncommon briskness on both sides ; the bombs, the

cannon, and the musketry, presented, amid the waves, a spectacle

truly grand. The land batteries could be of no assistance to us,

for fear of firing on our own boats. The enemy had embarked

from two to three thousand men, in pinnaces and boats : six of

these attacked the Etna Gun-boat, carrying Captain Peireux, who

commanded the division, and killed two English sailors with hi*

own hand. Almost all the Gun-boats of the leading division were

at the same time boarded by the English Pinnaces ; but these every

whece found the sairic resistance: every where they were re

pulsed. The bravest of the English, who attempted to board, were

either thrown into the sea or made prisoners. The farthest off

Gun-brig on our right, the Vulcan, was attacked again and again,

but always repulsed the enemy. The Gun-boat, the Surprise, com

manded by Lieutenant Carran, run down four of the enemy's Pin

naces, and took a considerable number. While these things were

going on in front, a division of the enemy attempted to get be

tween us and the shore. Here, as at Algesiras, the English were the

dupes of this manoeuvre. Our boats accompanied the retreat of

the enemy with a heavy cannonade, which did not cease till four

in the morning, when the English had got beyond gun-shot Of

the enemy's boats, eight were run down, and four were taken.

I must be within bounds when I state their loss in killed, wounded,

and prisoners, at four or five hundred men. Every moment the

dead bodies of the English are cast up upon thebeach. The bat

talions of the 16th, 57th, and lOSth, embarked in the leading di-

ti«ion, covered themselves with glory. I shall not fail to send you

the names of those brave fellows who deserve to be particularly

distinguished by the Chief Consul. On our side we had ten men

killed, and thirty wounded.

Notwithstanding the idle vaunting of Citizen Latouche, and hie

ludicrous e fforts to exaggerate the English force, and the bra

very of the French, the attempt was seen in its true light in this

Country ; and by those best competent to the task was duly ap

preciated. " It is not given to us to command success," said

liurl St. Vincent in a letter to Lord Nelson on the occasiou :

." your Lordship, and the gallant Officers and men under your

orders, most certainly deserve it : and I cannot sufficiently ex

press my uihuiratiou of the zeal and persevering courage whk
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which this gallant enterprise was followed up; lamenting most

sincerely the loss sustained in it*."

The grand total of our loss, however, instead of four or five

hundred, as modestly estimated by Citizen Latouche, was only.

172; viz. 4 Officers, 33 seamen, and 7 marines, killed; and 14

Officers, 84 seamen, and 30 marines, wounded.

The threatened invasion was thus happily checked; and the

preliminaries of peace being shortly afterwards signed, Lord Nel

son found a period to a long series of severe, but glorious ser

vices. The Gazette of August the 4th, 1801, announced that

His Majesty had been graciously pleased to grant to his Lord

ship the dignity of Baron of the United Kingdom of Great

Britain and Ireland, by the name, style, and title, of Baron

Nelson of the Nile, and of Hilborough in the county of Nor

folk ; with remainders to his fattier the Rev. Edmund Nelson,

and to the heirs male of Susannah, the wife of Thomas Bolton,

Esq., his Lordship's sister f.

Had the lamented Hero'survived the glorious battle of Tra

falgar, no doubt can be entertained that additional honours

would have been conferred on him by his munificent Sovereign.

The title of Earl at least, if not of Marquis, would have ex

tended his heraldic insignia.

Whilst this sheet zcas at Press, thefollowing information, which

ought to have been inserted sooner in our Addenda, arrived:

After the recovery of Lord Nelson from the loss pf his arm,

the following thanksgiving was read by his desire at St. George's

church. (copy.)

An Officer desires to return thanks to Almighty God for hit

perfect recovery from a severe wound, and al»o for the many

mercies bestowed upon him.

Dec. Sth, 1797; for next Sunday.

The original of the above paper was given to the late Mr.

Greville of St. George's, Hanover-square, by Lord Nelson him

self, and is at present in the possession of his son, the Rev.

Mr. Greville, No. 24, Great Maddox-street.

• Vide NiVAL Chroxicle, Vol. VI, page 160. t Ibid, pa^-e 170.
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At the close of the war, in which Lord Nelson had so emi

nently exalted the naval prowess of Britain, and contributed to

our glory, he retired to Merton, where he truly enjoyed the

short interval of ease that was allowed him ; and it was there

that the genuine unaffected philanthropy of his heart displayed

itself. It is scarcely possible to conceive a human being of

more benevolence and active enterprize than Lord Nelson. He

was the friend, the brother, of every man within the reach of

his power; and the neighbourhood of Merton were delighted

to behold the veneration and affection which all his companions

in arms, from the highest to the lowest, expressed for his per

son. It was a sort of homage, which not mere duty could have

enforced, but which sprung from a heart-felt sense of superior

worth.

His Lordship's enjoyments, however, so dear and soothing to

his heart, were quickly at an end. Hard and painful were hist

services, and fleeting were his intervals of repose. Yet such

was- his ardent thirst for glory, and such his pious confidence in

the Supreme Object of our adoration, that throughout life he

perhaps might be esteemed the happiest of men. He died as

he had lived : expiring in the arms of glory, his eyes were raised

towards " another and a better woild," where his labours

should cease, where his virtues should meet their surest, best

reward.

Anxiously as Britain, in common with every nation of Eu

rope, sighed for peace, that blessing was destined to be of but

short duration. The ambition of that man who now usurps the

blood-stained throne of the Bourbons, speedily involved us in

the horrors of a new war. It was on the ]6th of May, 1803,

that His Majesty, by a royal message to both Houses of Par

liament, announced a rupture with France. The eyes of the

British public were instantly directed toward their invincible

Admiral; and, agreeably to the national wish, Lord Nelson

was immediately appointed to the command of our fleet in the

Mediterranean. His Lordship sailed for that station in the

Victor}-, accompanied by the Amphion Frigate, on the 20th of

May, but little more than a fortnight after the annunciation of

hostilities.
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Many tedious months elapsed, during which no occasion pre

sented itself for the exertion of his Lordship's active spirit, or to

satisfy his eager desire of once more humbling our haughty

enemy. Patience and vigilance were the only qualities which,

for a long time, he had occasion to practise ; qualities which,

however wearisome to a soul of fire like his, he showed how

well he could exert in the performance of his duty. During

this interval of fruitless defiance and expectation, he received a

vote of thanks from the corporation of London ; but, though

covetous cf glory, the exalted mind of Lord Nelson was

not avaricious of praise ; especially of that praise which

attached to himself at the expense of others. The answer

which he returned evinced the superiority of his feelings, and

the noble generosity of his sentiments on the occasion. From

some circumstances with which we ate unacquainted, certain

Officers in the Mediterranean fleet had been passed over in the

vote of thanks alluded to ; in consequence of which the Admiral

addressed a letter to the Lord Mayor, in which, having noticed

the ability and zeal of his brother Officers, he observed, that

they had shared together the constant attention of being more

than fourteen months at sea, and were ready to share the dan

gers and glory of a day of battle; therefore it was impossible

that he could ever allow himself to be separated in thanks from

such supporters*.

The events of the present war, as well as the testimony of

every experienced seaman, will attest the impossibility, amidst

the casualties of the watery element, that a blockade should at all

times prove effective. Certain it is, that the Toulon fleet

escaped out of harbour unobserved by the British Admiral,

according to the account of their own Commander, on the 30th

of last March, and shortly after formed a junction with the

Cadiz squadron, having previously, by their great superiority of

force, hastily driven Sir John Orde from his station off that

port. The combined fleets then directed their course to the

West Indies ; aDd our readers will remember with what rapidity

• Vide Naval CrmoiricLi, Vol. XII, page- 275.
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Lord Nelson, on the first news which he received of their des

tination, hastened to preserve our islands from their pillage.

His arrival was hailed with the utmost joy by the inhabitants of

Barbadoes, and in his name .alone they felt an ample security.

His Lordship performed this service with a gallantry so noble,

as to expose the combined fleets to the ridicule of Europe.

They, however, eluded his pursuit, and he returned to England

filled with mortification, which those who first conversed with

him after his arrival state to have amounted to anguish at his

disappointment. The fleets of the enemy had, in the mean

time, encountered Sir Robert Calder's squadron, the particulars

of whose victory over them are fresh in the public mind, and,

a few days afterwards, succeeded in again getting into port on

their own coast.

Lord Nelson, having refitted and prepared for sea, sailed

again immediately to join the Cadiz squadron, of which he

assumed the chief command on the 4th of October, Sir Robert

Calder having been previously recalled.

'We hasten to the display of his Lordship's last services, in the

tremendous conflict of Trafalgar, which robbed him of his

existence, but consummated his earthly glory.

The official details, from his Lordship's successor, Vice-r

Admiral (now Lord) Collingwood, will be found in a subsequent

sheet.

Lord Nelson is reported to have said to his friend Admiral

Stirling, just before he went upon the service which terminated

so brilliantly for his own fame, and for that of his country,

" My health is so bad, that I ought to retire; but as my

generous countrymen seem to think that I could do something

if I were to meet the enemv, I feel it to be a dutv to do w hat I

can. I shall therefore go, and hope I shall be able to meet

and conquer them ; and I shall think my life gloriously sacrificed

in such a cause."

It is understood that, towards the middle of October, Admiral

Villeneuve, the French Commander in Chief, had received

peremptory orders from Paris, to sail from Cadiz, at all events,

before the 21st, to accomplish a particular object which
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Buonaparte had in view. The combined fleet had indeed for

some time been under orders to put to sea the first opportunity

that should be afforded them, by our fleet being weakened by

detachments from it, or by its being forced by stress of weather

to quit the blockade of Cadiz.

The particular object, which Buonaparte wished the combined

fleet to accomplish, is conjectured to be as follows :•—to make

for the Mediterranean, to collect in their passage the Cartha-

gena squadron, and to proceed to Toulon, where, being joined

by the Vessels in that port, they would have formed a fleet of

l>etween forty and fifty sail of the line, with which it was their

design to prevent, if possible, the sailing of any expedition with

British troops from Malta, or of any expedition with Russian

troops from Corfu.

The enemy had heard of Admiral Louis having been dispat

ched with seven sail of the line to Tetuan Bay*, for pro

visions and other necessaries, and they conceived that our fleet

had thereby been diminished to about twenty sail of the line.

Lord Nelson, however, unknown to the enemy, had been

reinforced by three or four sail of the line from home, and

had been fully apprised of Admiral Villeneuve's intentions.

His Lordship was therefore thoroughly prepared to meet the

enemy.

On the other hand, the Commanders in Chief of the com

bined fleet having learnt that the Hero of the Nile had re

sumed the command of the blockading squadron, were fully

sensible of the kind of reception which they were likely to expe

rience should they fall in with him, and consequently it is

presumed that they had consulted upon all the means necessary

for a vigorous defence. In point of preparation, therefore, it

is scarcely possible for two fleets to meet on more equal terms.

With respect to force, the proportion was very different, as will

be evident on glancing over the subjoined list of the hostile squa

drons on the day of battle.

* For a correct View of Tetuan, see Vol. X, page 142.

iftat). erjjton. (Uol.XIV. g c a
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BRITISH FLEET.

VAN.

Ships. Guns. Commanders.

( Vire-Adnural L*;rd Nelson.

Victory 100 < Captain T. M. Hardy, who commanriVd the

( Mutiae Brii; in the Battle of the Nile.

Tenicraire !>8 Captain E. Harvey.

Neptune 98 ' T. F. Freemantle.

Conqueror 7-1- 1. Pellcw.

Leviathan 74 H. W. Bavntun.

Ajax 74 J. Pilford*.

Orion 74 E. Codriugton.

Minotaur 74 C. .1. M. Mansfield.

Spartiate 74 Sir F. Laforey.

Agamemnon 64 Sir F.. Berry.

B,„-t Rear-Admiral Earl of Northcsk.
ntannia 100 i „ t - „ „ .,( Captain C. Bullcn.

Africaine 38 H. Di^by.

Naiad :38 ■ T. Dundas.

Euryalus 36 _____ Hon. H. Blackwood.

Sirius W. Browse.

Fhrebe »6 Hon. T. B. Capel.

Pickle Schooner 10 Lieut. J. R. Lapenotiere.

Entreprtnanlc Cutter 10 J. Puvcr.

REAR.

r> it- ^ Yice-Admiral C. Collinjrwood1.
Royal Sovereign 100 <-.•_.-,„ °

J » ( Captain h. Botheram.

Prince 9(1 R. Grindall.

Dreadnought 90 J Conn.

Tonnant 80 C. Tyler.

Mars 74 G. Dufl't.

Belleislc 74 \V. Hargood.

Beflerophon 74 J. Cooke t.

Colossus 74 J. N. Morris.

Aclulle 74 R. King.

Reveng* 74 B. Moorson.

SwifUure 74 W. O. Rutherford.

Defence 74 G. Hope.

Tmindcrcr 74 J. Stockliam*.

Defiance 74 1'. C. Durham.

Polyphemus 64 B. Rcdmill.

• Senior Lieutenants eomnuinding in the place of Captains Brown and

Leehmere, called home, to give evidence on tl«; inquiry into the conduct of So

R. Calder.

t Killed in the action.

j

THE COMBINED FLEET.

SPANISH SHU'S.

Ships. Guns. Commanders.

r> <■ a . 5 Admiral Grarina, Commander in Chief.
Prince Of Astunas 112«,. .• . '

( Captain Don Antonio hscano.

tSantissima Trinidada .... 140 \ ,1Uar Admiral Don Baltazar H. Cneros.

I Captain l)uu r. Unaite,

tArgonauta 80 $ Admiral Sig. I) Domingo Gaudalharsj.

° ( ( .rtpuia Count D. S. Antonio I'arejv,

tNcptuno 84 \ £om(modo£ ^'""S'V,

( Captain Don Ctueliuu Valacz.
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Ships. Guns.

Santa Anna 112

tRayo 100

♦San Francisco dti Atii •••• 74

Muniam'z 74

t.MunarcH ' 74
•St. Juan Ncpomuceno .... 74

•Bahama 74

Ships. Cunt.

San Juste 74

tSau Augustin 74
•San LMcl'onso 74

Siiii Lcandro 64

Flora .

Mcrcurio .

■14

•„'4

tLe Bucentaurc.

iLe Formidable

FRENCH SHIPS.

. .. 80

f Admiral Villcncuvc.

< M. Prcjary, 1st Cnplai]

( M. Mpjcstir, 'Jd diilo.

5 Hi-ar-Adriiiral Dun

i Captain M. Latelli

tL'Achille

. . . . 74

L'Artjus .... 16

L'Oljscrviiteur 16

immuoiti.

Latelltcr.

L'Alsrairas 74 J ^""Admiral P. A Magun.

£l.aptain dc Brouard.

tL'Indomptahle 84

Le Neptune 84

Le Pinion 74

$I.e Mont Blanc 74
•LeSwiftsure 74

JLe Scipion ?.i

tLe Berwick 74

tL'Intrepide 74

tL'Aigle 74

L'Heros 71

tLe Fougcux 74

}Le Dugnay Trouin 74

• Ships captured, and sent to (iil.raltar. + Ships captured, and destroyed.

t Ships since capiurcd by Sir Richard Strachau.

About the first or second of October, Lord Nelson received

such information from the Admiralty as induced him to believe

that the enemy would soon put to sea. Before he left London

to assume the command of the fleet, he had arranged a plan,

according to which he determined to fight them on a new prin

ciple. Aware of the distressing consequences which arose in

Sir Robert Cahlcr's action, from the confusion attendant on

multiplied signals, he had determined to avoid lliem. " I shall

never,"' said he, " distract the attention of my fleet on the day

of action by a superabundance of signals." On the 4th of Oc

tober, his Lordship summoned the Admirals and Captains of his

fleet into the cabin of the Victory, and laid before them a new,

simple, and most complete plan of attack. It was one of the

peculiar features of Lord Nelson's character to be able, by the

clearness and precision of his plans and orders, to make every

man understand him in an infant. The scheme carried immediate

conviction to his Officers : they all exclaimed, that it could not

but be successful ! It proved, as Admiral Collingwood ex-

■
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presses himself, irresistible. The last order which his Lord

ship gave before the action, was a short but comprehensive

/>nc:—England expects every man to do his duty!

Lord Nelson did not remain directly off Cadiz with his fleet,

or even within sight of the port. His first aim was to induce

the enemy to come out. " Let them come out," he would

often say ; " my object is not to induce them, by the display of all

my force, to remain in port, but to do every thing in my power

to tempt them to come out." The following was the manner

in which he stationed his fleet :—the Euryalus Frigate was w ithiu

h:ilf a mile of the mouth of the harbour, to watch the enemy's

movements, and to give him the earliest intelligence. Off the

harbour, but at a greater distance, he had about seven or eight

sail of the line. " He remained himself off Cape St. Mary with

the rest of his fleet ; and a line of Frigates extended and commu

nicated between him and the seven or eight sail off Cadiz. Tlir

advantage of this plan was, that lie rould receive ample supplies

and reinforcements off Cape St. Mary, without the enemy

being informed of it ; and thus they always remained ignorant of

the real force under his command.

On the 1 yth of October, the combined fleet put to sea ; and

on the 21st Lord Nelson intercepted them off Cape Trafalgar,

about sixty miles eastward of Cadiz. When his Lordship found

that, by his manoeuvres, he had placed the enemy in such a situ

ation that they could not avoid an engagement, he displayed

the utmost animation, and his usual confidence of victor).

" Now," said he, " they cannot escape us ; I think we shall

at least make sure of twenty of them.—I shall probably lose a

lqr, but that will be purchasing a victory cheaply."

How well the action was fought, ami how severe the conflict

was, Admiral Collkigwood's excellent letter sufficiently informs

us. The* enemy were engaged at the muzzles of their guns. The

fullness of their ships is proverbial : every ~4 has about t)()0

men ; and the Sajitissima Trinidada, the Spanish Admiral's

Ship, had 1,000, including a corps of troop, among whom

were some sharp-shooters. Lord Nelson tiettimined himself

Jo ii«ht the Santisbima Trinidada ; and it is worthy of remark,
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that he had before gained the highest honour in grappling

with that Ship in the action of the 14th of February, 1797, off

Cape St. Vincent. She was the largest Ship in the world, car

ried 136 guns, and hud four decks. The Victory did not fire a

single shot till she was close alongside the Santissima Trinidada,

when Lord Nelson ordered her to be lashed to his old acquaint'

ance. In this labour the .Commander of the Santissima Triui-

dada ordered his men also to assist. For four hours the con

flict which ensued was tremendous. According to the mur

derous system of French warfare, which has been introduced

into the Spanish Navy, a picked body of riflemen had been

placed in the main-round-top of the Santissima Trinidada ; of

course for the express purpose of selecting the English officers.

.Lord Nelson, it appears—and we most sincerely regret that it

was the case—was decorated with all the various insignia of the

respective orders with which he had been invested; and thus

became a more conspicuous mark for the riflemen. The proud

and honourable display was surely an unnecessary one. His

Lordship was sufficiently known by his own Officers ; and if the

enemy only knew that Lord Nelson was there, without being

able to distinguish his person, it certainly must have been all

that was requisite. Captain Hardy, his Lordship's first Captain,

on perceiving frequent showers of musket-balls fired on the

Victory's quarter-deck, requested Lord Nelson to take off the

different orders which he wore, telling him that his persou be

came unnecessarily endangered by those well-known honourable

insignia* His answer w as, that he would do so when he had

time; but unfortunately he paid no farther attention to this pru

dent recommendation. The first person that was killed near

his Lordship was Mr. Scott, his Secretary. A musket-bail en

tered his head, and he fell dead instantly. Anodier shot, a few

minutes after, struck his Lordship, and, entering below his left

shoulder, took a direction through the vital parts ;—he staggered

against the Officer who was next him, and was instantly carried

below*. This was about the middle of the action. The Sur-

• The man who killed Lord Nelson was observed in the act of firm:, by a

Midshipman on iho poop ol" the Victory, who fired at, ami killed or wounded him,

m lie immediately fell down on the deck of the Triuidvda,
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gecns were busily employed upon the wounded; and his Lord

ship, with his accustomed humanity and disinterestedness, de

sired that he might take his turn. As soon a9 the Surgeon ex

amined the wound, he perceived that it was mortal. The gal

lant Hero had his eyes fixed attentively upon him—he saw the

Surgeon turn pale, and his countenance assume the deepest im

pression of grief. " Is it mortal f " said his Lordship. The

Surgeon did not, or could not speak. Perceiving his hesitation,

Lord Nelson said, " Why, then, 1 will tell you it is ! Do you

not recollect some time ago, when we w ere talking of wounds,

that you told me of a shot a man received in his breast, which

you declared was mortal: I ftel that I am precisely in the situ

ation of that man; but God's will be done! If it had

pleased the Almighty, I should have preferred dying on British

ground."

Having been placed on a chair, his Lordship directed that

Captain Hardy might attend him. He spoke no more of

the wound, except when he communicated to Captain Hardy

the conviction of its being mortal. His Lordship lived about

an hour; during which period, though the cavity of the chest

was filling with blood, he displayed all his usual coolness and

recollection; and employed the lime in dictating orders rela

tive to the battle, in receiving reports, in inquiring what was" the

condition of the enemy, and what Ships had struck. Shortly

before he expired, he again sent for Captain Hardy ; of w hom he

asked how many of the enemy's Ships had struck. The Captain

replied, that, as nearly as he could ascertain, they amounted to

fifteen sail of the line. The last that struck before his death

was the Santisshna Triuidada. When he heard of this he ap

peared convulsed with joy. His Lordship then, with that fervent

piety by which his character was as strongly marked as by skill

and courage, returned thanks to the Almighty, that he had per

mitted him to die in the arms of victory. He desired his bles

sing to be conveyed to all who were the nearest to his heart,

and whom he could have w ished again to embrace—" but the

will of God Lie done!" He laid his head upon the shoulder of

Captain Hardy, who remained with him till the last, aud in a

few moments his gallant sold escaped for ever,



OF THE LATE LORD VHCOUNT NELSON. 41*

So terminated the life of Horatio Lord Viscount Nelson ! a

life which, from the twelfth year of his age, had been indefa-

tigably devoted to the public service. Tor variety of danger,

and for splendour of success, the memoirs of his brilliant career

will be without parallel.

Admiral Collingwood had previously received the account

of Lord Nelson being mortally wounded ;—that brave man had

sent him his final instructions, his affectionate regard, and hit

last farewell. It was known too on board the Santissima Trini-

dada that his Lordship had been wounded : just after he had

received the wound there was a general shout on board the Spa

nish Ship. Both the Spaniards and French fought desperately.

Many of our Ships had two or more on them at a time. The

Temeraire was boarded by two Ships at once : the enemy poured

upon the quarter-deck in great numbers, rushed to the Hag-staff,

and tore down the colours. Our gallant tars were in the high

est degree enraged—they immediately turned-to—cleared the

deck of every one of the enemy—most of whom were killed,

and the rest forced overboard—the colours were re-hoisted

amidst loud huzzas, and the two Ships which had boarded,

were forced in their turn to strike their colours.

The result of the general action was, that twenty Ships of

the enemy were taken or destroyed. Of these, four have been

sent into Gibraltar : the remaining sixteen were all either sunk

or burnt.

It is worthy of notice, that perhaps at the very moment of

time when this great work was accomplishing, the soi-disant

Emperor of the French was addressing the degraded Officers of

the Austrian army which had surrendered at Ulm, with the

following remarkable words:—" 1 desire nothing upon the

Continent—I want Ships, colonies, and commerce ! "—-Little

did this vain-glorious tyrant suppose, at the time when he was

insulting, by his contemptible bravadoes, the legitimate Sove

reigns of Europe, that the masters of the sea were depriving

him of a great part of that Navy, which he expressed himself no

anxious to increase.

r [To be continued.]
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PLATE CXCI.

TIIE JIVnROCRArHER. (\o. J.)

CAPE TRAFALGAR.

XN going from Cadiz to the southward, or in coming from the

southward to Cadiz, you must give St. Sebastian's Point a larce

berth, there being sunken rocks that lie a great way off; between

that and Cape Trafalgar is a bad coast, the sea frequently break,

three leagues from the Cape, and a mile without ityou have thirty,

five fathom.

When you depart from Cape Sf. Vincent steer S. S. E., if yon

are about four or five leagues off; but be suronot to go to the east,

ward of it : when you have run forty-five leagues, bring to, and

sound ; for should you be drawn to the northward, you will lind

yourself very near off the rocks of Cape Trafalgar ; at that distance

you must not go nearer Cape Spartell than three miles, for fear of

being becalmed, and the tide sets some times on it.

Cape Trafalgar, situate at the north entrance of the Streights of

Gibraltar, has now, for the second time, witnessed the discomfiture

of the fleets of France and Spain. Although the iirst of these events

by no means deserves to be placed in any comparison with the lat

ter, either in respect to consequences, or that degree of nautical

skill which was required to produce it ; yet it is nevertheless so suf

ficiently interesting, that we trust a particular account of it will

prove by no means disagreeable.

The garrison of Gibraltar, which had been, for a long time,

blockaded by a formidable Spanish army, became, towards the

close of the year 1782, much distressed, not only for provisions

and warlike stores, but also stood in need of a considerable re

inforcement of troops, to replace those who, during so longa siege,

had fallen victims to disease, or the naturally to be expected casualties

of war. This reinforcement became, at the juncture mentioned,

peculiarly necessary : the Duke de Crillon, the conqueror of Mi

norca, in all the pride of success, and with the reputation of the

most transcendant qualities as a General, had recently assumed the

command of the Spanish army, which was considerably reinforced

on the occasion : nor on the foregoing account only was it that

misfortune, and the necessity of surrender, were to be dreaded by

the brave and reduced garrison ; for a most tremendous collection

of floating batteries, amounting to thirteen in number, fitted par

ticularly for the purpose, under the direction of the Chjtalicr

D'ArcOD; reputed one of the able»t engineers iu tucuui\crse, were
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Intended to form an attack along the whole sea front, while the

land batteries were, at the same time, endeavouring <o force a pas

sage for the Duke de Crillon and his troops, through those breaches

which their tremendous thunder threatened to effect.

To perfect these combined and terrific operations, the fleets of

France and Spain were collected at Cadiz. Great Britain used

every exertion coolness and intrepidity could contrive, to relieve

the besieged effectually, in spite of every opposition that could be

made to her. The force of the fleet was, as the consequence of the

expedition required, extremely formidable, though far inferior to

fliat of the combined fleets of France and Spain, which lay ready in

Gibraltar bay, to dispute its entrance. It consisted of thirty-four

Ships of the line, formed in six squadrons, under Lord Howe as

Commander in Chief, Vice-Admirals Bs.ringfon and Milbanke,

Rear-Admirals Hood and Hughes, and Commodore Hotham. That

cf the enemy amounted to forty-six Ship-J of the line, under eight

Admirals, or Chefs d'Fscadres. The British fleet, with its convoy,

entered the Streights on the morning of the 11th of October, and,

about five o'clock in the afternoon, arrived off the bay of Gibraltar.

Previous to this, the necessary dispositions had been made, and in

structions given to the Panther and Buffalo, under whose immediate

protection the Store-ships and Victuallers were placed, to pass with

them under the guns of the fortress. The Panther and four only

of her charge were able to effect it; the Buffalo, with the remain

der, and all the Ships of war, were swept, by the rapidity of the

current, into the Mediterranean.

On the 13th of October, the combined fleet of tho enemy put to

sea, with an apparent determination of deciding the contest by a se

rious action, or, at least, preventing the introduction of any fur

ther supplies into the besieged garrison. A favourable change of

wand to the eastward, on the ensuing day, enabled his Lordship to

pass such of the Store-ships as were then with the fleet, into tho

bay, and without interruption, as, from the circumstance of the

enemy having been carried farther into the Mediterranean than th«j

British fleet, by the same cause his Lordship was enabled to keep

between the convoy and the enemy. Fortune, assisted by judg

ment, enabled all the rest of the Transports, (which had been or

dered away to a special rendezvous, when the enemy's fleet ap

peared insight on the 14th), in company with the Buffalo, to pass

to the place of their destination on the 18th. That service, toge

ther with the debarkation of the troops, intended as a reinforce.

Bent to the garrison, the introduction of a proper supply of am«

«at>. «T!;ron. (HoI.XlV. huh
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munition and r>ni from sonic of the Ships of war, was scarcely ef.

fectt'd, before t lie enemy's fleet, having had the same advantage

from the easterly wind, which had so happily enabled his Lordship

to execute the d liferent objects of his expedition, appeared insight

un the 19th Of OcTomn, at brf.ik of day.

The- British fleet was at that time between Luropa and Ceura

Points, and consequently so confined, that there was not sufficient

room for it to form in a line of battle on either tack : as an addi

tional inducement that his Lordship should avoid an action to the

eastward of the Streights, such Ships, if any, that might be dis

abled in the encounter, would have no port of refuge for refitment:

he consequently stood through the narrow channel which sepa

rates Africa from Europe, in close order, follow ed by the enemy at

the distance of about three leagues. The British fleet, as soon as

it cleared Cape Trafalgar and the Streights, brought to, as did that

of the enemy, preserving its former distance to windward. At

day light both parties began to form the line, a manoeuvre which

took up considerable time, both on account of the formidable num

bers of which each fleet was composed, and of there being little or

no wind to expedite the operation. Towards the evening, having

arranged their whole force, the enemy manifested some disposition

of engaging, but with the greatest caution, as will appear very evi

dent from his Lordship's own account of this skirmish.

" The British fleet being formed to leeward to receive them,

they were left uninterruptedly to take the distance at which they

should think lit to engage. They began their cannonade, at sun

set, on the van and rear, seeming to direct their chief attack on

the latter, and continued their fire along their whole line, at a con

siderable distance., and with little effect, until ten at night. It was

returned occasionally from different Ships of the fleet, as thcirncarer

approach at times afforded a more favourable opportunity for

making any impression upon them."

Thus ended this skirmish, for it scarcely deserves the name of a

more serious encounter, and with it every attempt at retaliation

made by the enemy for an enterprise carried into effect in spite of

their utmost efforts to the contrary, and by a force in the beginning

one-third, at least, inferior to tHfeir own; an enterprise which they

had exerted every nerve to prevent, by incurring an expense al

most incredible, and collecting a force which they arrogantly and

presumptuously boasted, defied opposition. We have nothing left

to add to this account, except that the whole loss sustained by the

Brifish amounted only to sixty-eight men killed, two hundred and

eight wounded, and the Minerva, a Transport, laden with the
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baggage of the regiments intended to reinforce the garrison, cap.

tured by the enemy. This great object being atchieved, farther

contest was fruitless, had the enemy even permitted it : they did

not; but, satisfied with the parade of announcing to the world that

they had fought the British fleet, retired into their own ports.

To draw any comparison between the two actions would be

thought invidious and impertinent : it is matter of sufficient praise

to Howe to say that he fully accomplished the object of his mission

in spite of every opposition that was or could be made to him by a

force exceeding his own by ten sail ; and although the clamours of

the discontented endeavoured to affix some stigma on the conduct

of the Commander in Chief, because the trophies of decisive Vic

tory were wanting, yet their malevolent intentions soon became

crushed into silence by the reflection that the fleet of Britain was,

in case of any unforeseen disaster befalling any Ship or Ships com

posing it, at so remote a distance from its own ports, the most se

rious consequences might be expected : and secondly, that the ar

mament in question comprised the whole of the naval force pos

sessed at that time by England for the protection of herself and her

European possessions.

Neither of the foregoing considerations appear to have influ

enced the mind of Lord Nelson for a single moment. The first was

prevented from ever entering into his ideas by his natural gallantry

and spirit, which disdained to reflect coldly on consequences that

might never take place, when the most distant hope could be che

rished of chastising the enemies of his country. In respect to the

second reason offered with so much propriety on a former occasion,

against having forced the enemy to a more decisive contest, the gal

lantry of his Lordship himself on many occasions, together with

the victories obtained by other brave men his friends and colleagues

in the same line of service on others, added to the exertions made

by those who were entrusted with the civil direction and govern

ment of maritime affairs at home, made him perfectly easy as to the

farther naval superiority of Britain in every quarter of the globe.

In fine, the action was fought under arrangements and disposi

tions which hail never before been reduced into practice, and which

none but a great mind was capable of contriving.—Had the cold,

tedious, and ancient system of naval tactics been persevered in, the

enemy, we may, without vain boasting, assert, would have been

defeated, but their loss probably would not have proved half so ex

tensive. — With Ciesar, the gallant, the immortal Nelson, had he

survived, might, with the greatest truth, have said, I. saw—I

FOUGUT—AND I OVERCAME.
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NAVAL HISTORY OF THE PRESENT YEAR, 1805-

(October—November.)

RETROSPECTIVE AND MISCELLANEOUS.

^jpHE glorious victory of Lord Nelson has certainly been dearly purchased by

Jiis death ; and yet l>oth, at the present important crisis will eventually tend t«

restore the peace of Europe, and to call forth the utmost energy of our naval

power. Much as we lament with our countrymen the fall of a Commander,

whose very name carried- terror amongst the crews of our vaunting and invete

rate enemies, we acknowledge an overruling wisdom throughout the whole of

•the late tremendons and bloody action off Trafalgar, and think that the blood

of our beloved and great Admiral, sprinkled as it was between oanh and hea

ven, between the living and the dying, will arrest the angry and vindictive spirit

that has 50 long desolated Europe, and will stay the plague.

It has already palsied the mad career of the Corsican Despot ; it has imparted

confidence to our Allies: hundreds of his followers have sworn to avenge hit

death, and a grateful nation is preparing to solemnize his interment in a manner

that cannot fail to call forth lite most lively emotions of heroism. The tears, of

our beloved Sovereign have been mingled with those of his people -t and their

united prayers will render homage and glory unto the Supreme Disposer of th«

events of this world. Yet whilst we unite with our countrymen in sounding the

praises of their illustrious Lord Nelson, how little have we heard, amidst the late

rejoicings, of the names of Duff and Cooke! men dear to their respective rela

tions, and who stood high in their profession. We trust also, that a grateful

nation, in rendering honours to the name, of Nelson, will remember that the

highest honour his country can bestow, is to bring forward and cherish those

Officers that were brought up in his school, and of whom he had the highest

opinion. Some of them arc now soliciting promotion. OtrciiT they to solicit

IN VAIN ?

We have endeavoured to collect, from a variety of sources, every thing that

lias transpired relative to the late action, and have drawn up some addenda to

the correct and full account which we gave of Lord Nelson's life in our third

volume. From this source has been drawn the many pirated accounts, which

have been published as original ; and though we lament a want of candour,

which could induce men thus to pillage our Chronicle without the sinailtst

acknowledgment, we rejoice to find, that our work has rendered so essential a

service to our country, and afforded information on a subject to which the public

attention was so eminently directed.

Sir W. Sidney Smith is returned with his squadron to the Downs. The attack on

the enemy's Vessels in Boulogne harbour was to have been made on Thursday

night, 21st of November ; every thing was prepared ; the Vessels had taken their

appointed stations ; the shell and carcase-rockets were fixed on the frames from

which they were to be fired ; Sir Sidney Smith had quitted the Antelope, and

moved In* Aug on board the Diligence Sloop ; in which Vessel, as she draws but

little water, and is armed with ten 24-pounders on a side. Sir Sidney meant to

conduct th? attacl^in person, 'i he signal was made for the Gun-brigs to lead in,

and Ihey were actually under weigh. The first volley of rockets hail been dis

charged, when, on a sudden, the wind hhiftcd round to the north-west, and in *
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few minutes increased to a gale. Our Ships were obliged instantly to baul off.

Such of them as were under weigh were, with difficulty, towed off the shore ; and

those that were not under weigh were compelled to slip their cables.—Whether

much damage has been sustained by the Ships is not yet known. Three, soma

accounts say six, of the launches went down, but their crews were saved; the

Biter is supposed to have blown up. The squadron anchored in Dover Tloads the

2Cth of November, and in the afternoon bore away for the Downs. As soon at

it arrived there, Sir Sidney made a signal for all the Vessels to anchor as close to

him as possible; but whether to ascertain the damage done by the gale, or to give

fresh instructions to the Captains, wc know not. Our correspondent supposes

that the plan of attacking the flotilla has not been abandoned ; but thai the squa

dron will sail again to the French coast when the wind is fair. Whether the ex

pedition has or has not been abandoned, we have not yet been able to ascertain-

but even if it has, it will at least have produced one good effect, if it be true that

it has stopped the inarch of 20,000 French troops, that bad been ordered from

the coast to Holland.

letters; on &rrticf,

Copied verbatim from the London Gazette*

[Continued from page 349.]

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, OCT. 29, 1805.

Copy of a Letter from the Honourable William Comwallis, Admiral of the TWtite,

«J c., to Willium Mursden, Esq.; dated Viltt de Paris, at Sea, the 2lst Oct. 1805.

SIR,

IT HAVE the honour to enclose, for the information of the Lords Commissioners

of tht* Admiralty, a letter I have now received from Capt. Lavic, of His Majesty*!

Ship Ins, giving an account of his having fallen in with and captured the St. Pedro

Spanish Corvette Privateer, and recaptured the Magdalen belonging to Green

ock. X have the honour to be, &c-

W. CORNWALLIS.

sir. Iris, at Sea, October 21, 1805.

I have the honour to acquaint you, that, at day-break on the 15th instant, being

off lcsKoches Bonnes, two sail were discovered steering towards iiourdeaux. It

was noon ascertained that one wns a Schooner armed Vessel, the other a Mer

chant-ship, Iter prize. Though it blew strong on the shore, 1 was fortunate enough

to cut off the Ship. She proved to be the Magdalen ot Greenock, who had sepa

rated trom the Leeward Inland convoy, and had been nearly a mouth in possession

of the enemy.

On the seme night a Ship opene<| her fire upon me, and did not surrender until

she had received several broadsides. She proved to be the St. Pedro Spanish Cor

vette Privak cr, mounting 16 guns, 8 of winch are 18-pouudrrs, the rest Spanish

6-pouuders, w uii 160 men on board when she sailed, part of w horn were distributed

in live Vessels she hud captured. 1 am sorry to add that we had one man killed,

wnd the enemy two killed and four wounded. The senior Lieutenant, Mr. Ivie,

and the rest oi the Officers and Ship's Company, conducted themselves on this oc

casion much to my satisfaction* 1 have the honour to be, &c.

T. LAVIE,

William Cornwallis, Esq., Admiral of the \YhHes

Commander in Chief, <Sc. rf-C. «ji-c.
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GAZETTE EXTRAORDINARY.

NOVEMBER 6.

Dispatches of which the following are copies, w*»rr received at the Admiralrjr*

rtiis day, at one o'clock A.M., from Vice-Admiral Collingwood, Commander is

Chief of His Majesty 'a Ships and Vessels off Cadiz.

srs, Euryalus, off Cape Trafalgar, October 22, 1805.

The ever to be lamented death of Vi "e-Admiral Lord Viscount Nelson, who, is

the late conflict with the enemy, fell in the hour of victory, leaves lo mc the doty

of informing my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that on the 19th instant

it was communicated to the Commaudcr in Chief from the Ships watching the mo-

tions of the enemy in Cadiz, that the combined fleets had put to sea ; as tliey

sailed with light winds westerly, his Lordship concluded their destination was the

Mediterranean, and immediately made all sail for the Strcights' entrance, with the

British squadron, consisting of twenty-seven Ships, three of them sixty-fours,

where Jus Lordship was informed by Capt. Blackwood, (whose vigilance in watch

ing, and giving notice of the enemy's movements, has been highly meritorious,^

that they had not yet passed the Strcights.

On Monday the 21st instant, at day-light, when Cape Trafalgar bore E. by Sw

about seven leagues, the enemy was discovered six or seven miles to the eastward,

the wind about west, and very light; the Commander in Chief immediately wade

the signalTor the fleet to bear up in two columns, as they are formed in order of

sailing; a mode of attack his Lordship had previously directed, to avoid the incon

venience and delay in forming a lino of battle in the usual manner. The enrnivV

line consisted of thirty-three Ships (of which eighteen were French and fifteen

Spanish), commanded in cine f by Admiral ViUeneuve; the Spaniards, under the

direction of Gravina, wore, with their heads to the northward, and formed their

line of battle with great closeness and correctness; but as the mode of attack warn

unusual, so the structure of their line was new;—it formed a crescent cr*vexim»

to leeward—so that, in leading down to their centre, I had both their van and

rear abaft the beam : before the fire opened, every alternate Ship was about a

cable's length to windward of her second a-head and a-stcrn, forming a kind of

double line, and appeared, when on their beam, to leave a very little interval

between them ; and this without crowding their Ships. Admiral ViUeneuve was

in the Bucentaure in the centre, and the Prince of Asturias bore Gravina's flag in

the rear ; but the French and Spanish Ships were mixed without any apparent re

gard to order of national squadron.

As the mode of our attackjiad been previously determined on, and communi

cated to the Flag-officers and Captains, few signals were necessary, and none were

made, except to direct close order as the lines bore down.

The Commander in Chief in the Victory led the weather column; and the Royal

Sovereign, which bore my Hair, the lee.

The action began at twelve o'clock, by the leading Ships of the columns break

ing through the enemy's line, the Commander in Chief about the tenth Ship from

the van, the second in command about the twelfth from the rear, leaving the van

of the enemy unoccupied ; the succeeding Ships breaking through in all parts,

a-stern of their leaders, and engaging the enemy at the muzzles of their guns, the

conflict was severe ; the enemy's Ships were fought with a gallantry highly ho

norable to tiieir Officers, but the attack on them was irresistible; au.i it pleased the

Almighty Disposer of all events to grant His Majesty's arms a complete and glo

rious victory. About three P.M. many of the enemy's Ships having struck then

colours, their line gave way ; Admiral Gravina, with ten Ships, joining their Fi>

gates to leeward, stood towards Cadiz. The five headmost Ships in their van

tacked, and standing to the southward, to windward of the British line, were en

gaged, and the sternuiost of them taken ; the others went off, leaving to His Ma

jesty's squadron nineteen Ships of ihe line, (of which two are first-rates, the

SanlissimaTrtnidada and (he Santa .Anna,) with three Flag Officers ; viz. Admiral

ViUeneuve, the Commander in Chief; Don Ignatio Maria ri'Ahva, Vice -Admiral

and the Spanish Rear-Admiral, DonBallazar Hidalgo Cisneros.

After suck a Victory it may appear unnecessary to enter into encomiums on th«
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particular parts taken by the several Commanders ; the conclusion says more oa

the subject than I have language to express ; the spirit which animated a!] was the

same : when all exert themselves zealously in their country's service, all deserve

that their high merits should stand recorded ; and never was high merit more con

spicuous than in the batlle I have described.

The Achille (a French 74"), alter having surrendered, by some mismanagement

of the Frenchmen, look tire and blew up : two hundred oi her men were saved bj

the Tenders.

A circumstance occurred during the action, which so strongly marks the invin

cible spirit of British seamen, when engaging the enemies of their country, that [

cannot resist the pleasure I have in making it known to their Lordships. The Te-

meraire was boarded by accident, or design, by a French Ship on one side, aud a

Spaniard on the other ; the contest was vigorous ; but in the end, the combined

ensigns were torn from the poop, and the UriUsh hoisted in their places.

Such a battle could not be fought without sustaining a great loss of men. I have

not only to lament, in common with the British Navy, and the British Nation, in

the fall of the Commander in Chief, the loss of a Hero, whose Name will be im-

rnortal, and his Memory ever dear to his Country ; but my heart is rent with the

most poignant grief fur ihe death of a friend, to whom, by many years' intimacy,

aud a perfect knowledge of the virtues of his mind, which inspired ideas superior

to the common race ot men, I w as hound by the strongest tics of affection ; a grief

to which even the glorious occasion in which he fell, does not bring the cousolatioa

which perhaps it oivh! : his Lordship received a musket ball in his left breast,

about the middle oi ihe action, and stilt an Officer to me immediately with his last

farewell; and sol i Liter expired.

I have also to lament the loss of those excellent Officers, Captains Duff of the

Mars, and Cooke of the BeHerophou ; I have yet heard of none others.

I fear the numbers that have fallen will be found very great when the returns

come to me ; but it having blown u gale of w ind ever since the action, I have not

yet had it in my power lo collect any reports from the Ships.

'Hie R»val Sovereign having lost her masts, except the tottering foremast, I

called the fturyalus to ine, while the action continued, which Ship lym<> withiu

hail, made my signals, a service Captain Blackwood performed with great atten

tion. After the action I shifted my flag to her, that I might more easily communi

cate my orders to, and collect the Ships, and towed tuv Jtoyal Sovereign out to

seaward. The whol^fleet were now in a very penleus situation; many dismasted ;

all shattered ;~in thirteen fathoms water, oil tiie shoals of Trafalgar : and when I

made the signal to prepare to anchor, tew of the Ships hail an anchor to let go,

their cables being shot ; but ihe same good i'ruvideuce which aided us throuuu

inch a day preserved us in the night, by the wind shitting a few points, and

drilling the Ships off the land, except lour of the captured dismasted Ships, which

are now at anchor off Trafalgar, and I hope will ride sate until those gales are over.

Having thus detailed ihe proceedings of the fleet on this occasion, 1 beg to

congratulate their Lordships on a victory which, 1 hope, will add a ray to this

glory of His Majesty's Ciowu, and be attended with puhlic benefit to our country.

William MarsJen, Esq. 1 am, Ate. C. COLLINGWOOD.

Tin Order in which, the Ships ofthe Britiih i'yua Iron att.iched the Combinil Fleetl on

the Hit of October, 1805.

VAN.

Victory.

Tenuraire.

Neptune.

Conqueror.

Leviathan.

Ajax.

Orion.

Agamemnon.

Minotaur.

Spa male.

Britannia.

Africa.

Euryalus.

Sums.

PlisKuC.

Naiad.

Pickle Schooner.

Lutrepreiiaute Cutter.

REAR.

Royal Sovereign. Bfcvenge.

Alar*.

Bellrisle.

Tonnaiit.

Bellerophon.

Colossus.

Achille.

Puh phemus.

Swiftsure.

Defence.

Thunderer.

Defiance.

l'Vince.

Dreadnought.

C. COLLI.VGWOOB.
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GENERAL ORDER.

Eutyaba, October 22, 1805.

The cver-to-bc-lamented death ofLord Vise. Nelson, D'ikc of Bronte, the Com

mander in Chief, who tell in the action of the 21st, in the arms of victory, covered

with glorv, who** memory will he ever dear to the British Navy, and the British

Nation , whose zeal for the honour of his King, and for the interests of his Country ,

will be ever held up as a shining example for a British Seaman,—leaves to me a

duty to return my thanks to the Right Hon. Rear-Admiral, the Captains, Officers,

Seamen, and detachments of Royal Marines serving on board His Majesty*!

squadron now under my command, ibr their conduct on that day ; but where can

I find language to express my sentiments of the valour and skill which were dis

played by the Officers, the Seamen, and Marines in the battle with the enemy,

where every individual appeared an Hero, on whom the glory of his country de

pended ; the attack was irresistible, and the issue of it adds to the page of Naval

Annals a brilliant instance of what Britons can do, when their King and their

Country need their service.

To the Right Honourable Rear-Adiuiral the Earl of Northcsk, to the Captains,

Officers, and Seamen, and to the Officers, Non-commissioned Officers, and Private*

of the Royal Marines, I bo^ to <;ive my sincere and hearty thanks for their highly

meritorious conduct, both in the action, and in their zoal and activity in bringing

the captured Ships out from the perilous situation in which they were, after their

surrender, among the shoals of Trafalgar, in boisterous weather.

And I desire that the respective Captains will be pleased to communicate to the

Officers, Seamen, and Royal Marines, this ptiMic testimony of my high approba

tion of their conduct, and my thanks for it.

To the Jit. Hon. Hear-Adminl the Karl of C. COLLINGWOOD.

Northesk, and the respective Captains and

Commanders.

GENERAL ORDER.

The Almighty God, who«e arm is strength, having of his great mercy beear

pleased to crown the exertion of 1 lis Majesty's lleet with success, in giving them

a complete victory ovtr their enemies, on the 21 *t of this month ; and thst ail praise

and thanksgiving may be offered up to the Throne of Grace for the great benefits

to our country and to mankind :

I have thought proper that a day khould be annointvd of *ien*Tal humiliation

before God, and thanksgiving for tins Ins merciful i;oodue^>, niiphirni; forgiveness

of sins, a continuation of his divine mercy, and his constant aid to us, in the de-

leiiceof our country's liberties and laws, without which the utmost efforts of man

nre nought ; aud direct therefore that be appointed for this holy

purpose.

Given on board the Euryalus, off Cape Trafalgar, 22d October, 1805.

To the respective Captains and Commanders. C. COLLINGWOOD.

N. 13. The fleet having been dispersed by a gale of wind, no day has yet beem

able to be appointed for the above purpose.

•I*. Euryalut, off Cadiz, October 24, 1805.

In my letter of the 22d, I detailed to you, for the information of my Lords Com

missioners of the Admiralty, the proceedings of His Majesty's squadron on the dar

ot the action, and Riat preceding it, since which I have had a continued series of

misfortunes, lyit they are of a kind that human prudence could not possibly pro

vide against, or my skill prevent.

On the Hid, in the morning, a strong southerly wind blew, with squally weather,

which however did not prevent the activity of the Officers and seamen of such

Ships as were manageable from getting hold of many of the prizes (thirteen or

fourteen), and towing them off to the westward, where I ordered them to rendez

vous round the Royal Sovereign, in tow by the Neptune : but on the i'3d the

gale increased, and the sea run so high, that many of them broke the tow rope,

and drifted far to leeward before they were got hold of again ; and some of theus

taking advantage of the dark and boisterous night, got before the wind, and has*
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perhaps drifted upon the shore and sunk; on the afternoon of that day the rem

nant of the combined fleet, ten sail of Ships, who had not been much engaged,

stood up ta leeward ofmy shattered and straggled charge, as if meaning to attack

them, which obliged me to collect a force out ofthe laast injured 'nr, and form

to leeward for their defence ; all this retarded the progress of the hulks, and the

bad weather continuing) determined me to destroy all the leewardmost that could

be ileared of the men, considering that keeping possession of the Shins was a

matter of little consequence compared with the chance of their falling again into

the hands of the enemy : but even this was an arduous task in the high sea which

was ruaning. I hope, however, it has been accomplished to a considerable ex

tent ; I entrusted it to skilful Officers, who would spare no pains to execute what

was possible. The Captains of the Prince and Neptune cleared the Trinidada and

sunk her. Captains Hope, Baynlun, and Malcolm, who joined the fleet this mo

ment from Gibraltar, had the charge of destroying five others. The Redoubtable

•unk a-stern of the Swiftsure while in tow. Ihe Santa Anna, I have no doubt, is

rank, as her side was almost entirely beat in ; and such is the shattered condition

•f the whole of them, that unless the weather moderates, I doubt whether I shall

be able to carry a Ship of them into port. I hope their Lordships will approve of

what I (having only in consideration the destruction of the enemy's fleet) havo

thought a measure of absolute necessity.

I have taken Admiral Villencuve into this Ship ; Vice-Admiral don Aliva is

dead. Whenever the temper of the weather will permit, and I can spare a Fri

gate, (for there were only four in the action with the Fleet, Euryalus, Sirius,

Phoebe, and Naiad ; the Melpomene joined the 22d, and the Eurydice and Scout

the *3d), I shall collect the other Flag Officers, and send them to England with

their flags, (if they do not go to the bottom), to be laid at His Majesty's feet.

There were four thousand troops embarked, under the command of General

Contamin, who was taken with Admiral Villeneuve in the Bucentaure.

I am, Sir, etc. C. COLLINGWOOD.

NOVEMBER 9.

Copy ofm Letter from the lute Lord Vi$count Nelson, K. B., Commander in Chief of

Hii Majesty's Ships and Vessels iit the Mediterranean, to William Marsden, Lsq.;

dated on board the Victory, off Cadis, the \3th of October, 1805.

sia,

1 herewith transmit you, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the

Admiralty, a letter from Captain Hoste, of the Eurydice, dated the 7th instant,

together with the list ot Vessels captured, as therein mentioned.

I am much pleased with Captains Hoste and Thomas, for their exertions in get

ting the Eurydice so expeditiously off the shoal ; particularly so, as she is stated

to have received no damage.

I am, &c. NELSON 8c BRONTE.

my Lonn, Eurydice, October 7, 1805, off Cape Umbria.

! have the honour to inform yon, thatyesterday morning, Cape Umbria bearing

N.E. by N. seven or eight miles, several sail were seen coming aioug shore from

ihe eastward, apparently from St. Lucar ; and on its falling calm, the boats of

His Majes y's Ships Eurydice and jEina were dispatched for the purpose of in

tercepting them. On their closing the Vessels, they were found to be under the

oonvoy of a large Spanish armed Settee, mounting two long 34-pounders in tho

bow, two 12-pound carronades, and two 4-pound swivels, with a considerable

number of men oil board. A heavy fire was kept up from this Vessel as the boats

approached the convoy ; notwithstanding which, they gallantly persevered, and

succeeded in capturing four ol them. Finding the Eurydice was closing fast with

the armed Vessel, they desisted, till, under lire of the Ship, they might attack tier

with greater advantage ; and from her appearing of too great a force for the hoars

to attack without some Vessel covering ihein, i was induced to run the Eurydice

closer in than I u' herwise should have done ; and in the net of luffing up, to let go

my anchor, unfortunately touk ground on a shoal about half a mile from tile main

land. Owiug, however, to the very great assistance I received from Captain

Thomas, of the -Etna Bomb, and, in a great measure, owing to the situation sh«

*2at). «Ej>ron. tHot.XIV. 1 1 i
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was placed in, and bis exertions afterwards, the Enrydioe was soon aBoat agait.

I find the armed Vesaut is a Privateer, from Cadis bound to Moquer, to punlwse

wine for theii faet. She had been three days out when captured, called la SoU-

dad, Captain Don Augustin Larodi. Great praise is due to Lieutenant Greea.

Firet of the Eurvdke, and the Officers and men under him, lor their exertions ua

celling off the Privateer, and gallant manner in which they attacked the con tot

heniro the Kurrdice closed with them. I enclose your Lordship a list of Vessel*

captured, &c. since the 13d instant ; and remain, etc.

Might Hen. Lord Kelson, A'. B., #<% $c. W. HOSTS.

Ah Account of Sliipt of War and iltrchantmen captured and defined by His St*-

jetty's Ship FMrydice, \\ tltiam Unstc, Esq,. Captain, bctvun tiie 3d and Hlk of

October, 180S.

A Spanish Settee (name unknown), laden with fruit : run on shore and bilged,

on the 5th of October, lo&A, otf the river Monoer, the crew having deserted.

ASpanish Settee (name unknown), laden with purt charcoal : run on shore and

bilged, on the same day, off ditto, the crew having deserted.

Spanish Mestuo la Solufid, Don A. Lorodi, Captain, of six pHiu, from Cads

bound to Lorodi ; captured by Mr. Coy, Master's Male of the Eurydice, on the

cjth of October, 180.>, off ditto, the crew having deserted.

A Spanish Settee (name unknown), from St. Lucie, laden with wine; captured

by the .Etna on the same day, oil" ditto, the crew having deserted.

A French Settee (name unknown), Ironi St. Lnrie, laden with wine : captured

by Thomas Turner, Quarter- Master, on the same day', oif ditto, the crew having

deserted. W. HOS'lL, Captain.

GAZETTE EXTRAORDINARY.

NOVKMHKR 11.

The letter, and its enclosures, of which the following arccopies, were received

at this OHice last night, trout Captain (uow Rear-Admira!) Sir Richard John

Strnchan, Bart., Commander of Ills Majesty's Ship the Cesar, addressed to

William Mursdcn, Esq.

sir, Cifvir, A*oic«J»er 7, 1805.

The accompanying copy of a letter, addressed to the Honourable Admiral Com-

wallia, I request you will be pleased to In v before the Lords Commissioners of the

Admiralty, with my apology lor the hasty manner in which it is written.

I have the honour to be, &c. R. J. SIRACHAN.

Cccsar, vest of Rocheforl 3C4 miles,

lists Hot. 4, triad S.E.

Being off Kcrrol, working to the westward, ,with the wind westerly, on the

evening ol the 2d we observed a Frigate in the N.W. making signals ; made all

sail to join Iter before night, and followed by the Shi|»s named in the margin*, we

came up with her at eleven at night ; and at the moment she joined us, we saw six

large Ships near us. Capiain Baker informed me he had been chased by the

Rochefort squadron, then close to leeward of us. We w ere delighted. 1 desired

him to tell the Captains of the Ships of the line astern to follow me, as I meant to

engage them directly ; and immediately bore away in the Caesar for the purpose,

making all the signals I could, to indicate our movements to our Ships ; the moon

enabled us to see the enemy hear away in a line abreast, closely formed ; but we

lost sight of them when it set, and I was obliged to reduce our sails, the Hero,

Couragcux, and .'Loins, being the only Ships we could see. We contiuued steering

to the E N.E. all night, and in the morning observed the Santa Margarita near

us ; at nine we discovered the enemy of four sail of the line in the N-E. under

all sail. We had also every thing set, and came up with Ihcm fast ; in the even

ing we observed three sail astern ; and the Phujnix spoke me at night. I found

that active Officer, Captain Baker, had delivered my orders, and I sent him bo

* Cesar, Hero, Courageux, aud Namur.

Belloua, wEolui, Santa Margarita, tar to lecwacd in the south-east.
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to assist the Santa Margarita m leading us'up to the enemy. At day-light we were

near them, and the Santa Margarita had begun in a very gallant manner to fire

upon their, rear, and was soon joined by the Phnmix.

A little before noon, the French rinding an action unavoidable, began to take

in their small sails, and form in a line, bearing on the starboard tack ; we did the

same ; «nd I communicated my intentions, by hailing to the Captains, "that I

should attack the centre and rear," and at noon began rlie battle : in a short rime

the van Ship ot" the enemy tacked, which almost directly made the action close

end general ; the Namur joined soon alter we tacked, which we did as soon as we

could get the Ships round, and I direcred her by signal 10 engage the van ; at half

past three the action ceased, the enemy having fought to admiration, and not sur

rendering till their Ships wore unmanageable. I have returned thanks to the Cap

tains of the Ships of the line and the Frigates, and they speak in high terms of

npprobation of their Olficersand Ships' companies. II any thing could add to the

good opinion I had already formed of the Olticers and crew of the Caesar, it is

their gallant conduct in this day's battle. The enemy have suffered much, but

our Ships not more than is to be expected on these occasions. You may judgv of

my surprise, Sir, when I found the Ships wc had takeu were not the Roche-fort

btpiadron, but from Cadiz.

I have the honour to be, Sec.

R. J. STRACHAIf.

lion. William Cornwallis, Admiral of the White,

mid Commander in Chief] fyc. dj-c. £c. ^

FIRST LINE —Starboard Tack.

British Line. French Line.

Casar 80 Guns,

Hrro 74

t'ourageux. . . .74

Duguay Trunin, of 74 guns, Captain TrourHeC

Formidable, of 80 guns, Rear-Admiral Duinanoir.

Mont Wane, of 74 guns, Captain Villegrey.

Scipiun, of 74 guns, Captain Barougcr.

SECOND LINE.—Larboard Tack.

When the Namur joined.

British Line French Line.

Hrro, of 74 guns, Honourable Captain Gardner.

Namur, of 74 guns, Captain Halsteri.

Cavsur, of 80 guns. Sir Richard i. Strachan.

Courageux, of 74 guns, Captain Lee.

Duguay Trouiu.

Formidable.

Mont Wane.

Scipion.

N. B. The Duguay Trouin and Scipion totally dismasted ; the Formidable and

Mont Wane have their foremasts standing. .

Our Frigates—Santa Margarita, Lulus, Phoenix, and llevolntionaire.

The Revolutiunaire joined at the lime the Namur did, bul, with the rest of our

Frigates, in consequence of the Kroiich tacking, were to leeward of the enemy.

I do not know what is become of the Bcllona, or the other two sail we saw ou.

the night of the 2d instant.

The reports of damage, killed, and wounded, have nut been all received. The

enemy huve suffered much.

NOVEMBER 12.

Copy of a Letterfrom the Honourable William Comwallis, Admiral of the lied, <Jr.,

to William Manden, ljq. ; dated Ville de Parit, at Sea, the 4th Nov., 1805.

sir, ,

I send the enclosed letter for the information of (he Lords Comnlissinhefs of the

Admiralty, dated the 8th ot last month, now received Irom ihe Hon. Charles

1£. Fleming, Captain of His Majesty's Ship K^yptienne, making known to me, that

he had fallen in with, and captured, on the night of the 2d, the French national

Brig, I'Aiu on, of 16 guns, and IS6 men.

Ihe Egyntiennc having seen her pri/e into Plymouth, returned to her station.

1 hare the honour to be, &c.

W. CORdWYALUS,
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His Majesty's 57irp Egyptienne, Plymouth Sound,

fir, 6th October, 1805.

I have the honour to acquaint you, that His Majesty's Ship under my command,

captured, on the night of the 2d instant, the French Imperial Brig, i'Acteon, of

16 gun? . and 126 men, two hours after she left the anchorage off Kocbelle.

Having in the mornin tr reconnoitred the port of Rochet'ort, in pursuance of your

•rdcrs, and parcel vmg I'Acteon appareutly ready for sea, in a situation where I

thought it practicable to bring her out, I resolved to accept of the very handsome

offer of Lieutenant Handfield to make the attempt, and stood off to the N.W. till

sun-set. At eight P.M. returned into the Pertuis d'Antiaclie, Unending to anchor

in the Rade clc Basque, to support the boats which were nrrparr ft lor this enter

prise, when the Brig was perceived, under ail sail, outside, and tell into our

possession after a sh.irt chase.

L'Acteon was commanded by Monsieur Depoge, Capftatne de Fre^ate; and

had on hoard u Colonel and some recruits, with anus and douching for a regiment

in the Y\ .at Indies. I have the honour to be, ice.

The Hon. Adimral CornwoUis, £c. ojc. cjc. C. E. FLEMING.

Copy of a Letter from Rear-Admiral Sir Richnrd John Strachan, Bart., to TtiU. ..

Marsdcn, Ksq.; dated on board His Majesty's Ship the Cwsar, ojf Falmouth, the

Bth Iaitant.

SIB,

Not having the returns when the Mollis left us, and now havin<: occasion to

send in the Sunta Margarita to procure Pilots to take the French Ships into hw-

bour, I transmit you the returns of kmc. I ami wounded in the acuon ut the 4th;

and alto a copy ot the thanks alluded to in my letter, wbjch 1 request vou »i!l

communicate :o their Lordships.

I dare say their Lordships will be surprised that we have last so few men. I

can only account for it from the enemy firing high, and we closing suddenly.

I have the honour to be, Sec.

R. J. STRACHAX.

I have as yet no very correct account of the loss of the enemy, or of their

number of men.

The Mont Blauc had seven hundred ; sixty-three killed, and ninety-sit

wounded, mostly dangerous.

The Scipion, one hundred and eleven killed and wounded.

The French Admiral, Monsieur Dunianoir le Pelley, wounded ; the Captain of

the Duguay Trouin killed, and second Captain wounded.

A List of the Killed and Wounded in His Majex'i/'t Shipi under mentioned, in Action,

vith.a French Squadron on the 4tk of November, 1805.

Catar—4 killed and C5 wounded.

Hero—10 killed ami 31 wounded.

Courageux -1 killrd and 13 wounded.

Namiu—4 killed and 8 wounded.

Santa Margarita— 1 killed and 1 wounded.

Rei'oiuffonrMtrc—2 killed and 6 wounded.

Phrnii—2 ki'led and 4 wounded,

yto/uj—3 wounded.

Total.—24 killed and 111 wounded.—135.

OFF1CLRS KILLED.

Ifm—Mr. Morrison, second Lieutenant of Marines.

Santa Margarita—M. Thomas Edwards, Boatswain.

OltlClltS WOUNDED.

Hero—Lieutenant iskekcl ; Mr. Tittcrton and Mr. Stephenson, second Lieute

nants ol Marines.

Ouragrui—Mr. R. Clei'lianc, first Lieutenant; /Mr. Daws, Master's Mstt;

Mr. liiro, .Midshipman ; un.t Mr. Austin, tiunner.

—William Clements, Captain of Marines, Thomas Osborne, second

t ; and Frederick Beasjey, Midshipoiaa.

R. J. STRACHAN.
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GENERAL MEMORANDUM.

Casar, at Sea, November 6, 1803,

Having returned thanks to Almighty God for the victory obtained over the

French squadron, the senior Captain begs to make his grateful acknowledgments

for the support he has received from the Ships of the line and the Frigates ; and

requests the Captains will do him the honour to accept his thanks, and commu

nicate to their respective Officers and Ships' companies how much he admires

their zealous and gallant conduct.

R, J. STRACHAN.

To the respective Cupfains and Commanders.

NOVEMBER 16.

a Letterfrom the Right Honourable Lord Collingtcood, TicCrAdmiral of tire

cf c. <$-c. to William Marsden, Esj., dated on board the Euryalus, ojf Cadit,

October 28, 1805.

SIR,

Since my letter to you of the 24th, stating rite proceedings of His Majesty's

squad i on, our situation has been the most critical, and our employment the must

arduous, that ever a fleet was engaged in. On the 4th and 25th it bleiv a most

violent gale of wind, which completely dispersed the Ships, and droye the cap

tured hulls in all directions.

i have since been employed in collecting and destroying them, where they ara

at anchor upon the coast between Cadiz and six leagues westward of San Lucar,

without the prospect of saving one to bring into port.

I mentioned in my former letter the joining of the Donnegal and Melpomene,

after the action ; I cannot sufficiently praise the activity of their Commanders, io

giving assistance to the squadron in destroying the enemy's Ships.

The Defiance, after having stuck to the Aiile as long as it was possible, in hope

of saving her from wreck, which separated her for some time from the squadron^

was obliged to abandon her to her fate, and she went on shore.

Captain Durham's exertions have been very great.

I hope I shall get them all destroyed by to-morrow, if the weather keeps mo

derate.

In the gale the Royal Sovereign and Mars lost their foremasts, and are now

figging anew, where tiic body of the squadron is at anchor to the N. W. of San

Lucar.

I find that on the return of Gravina to Cadiz he was immediately ordered to

sea again, and came out, which made it necessary for me to tbrin a line, to cover

fhe disabled hulls—that night it blew hard, and his Ship, the Prince of Asturias,

was dismasted, and returned into port ; the Rayo was also dismasted, and fell

jnto our hands; Pon Enrigue M'Donel had his broad pendant in the Rayo,

and from him I find the Santa Anna was driven near Cadiz and towed in by a

frigate. J am, Sir, &c. ftc. Sec.

C. COLLLNGWOOD.

V. S. I enclose a list of the killed and wounded, as far as I have been able to

collect it.

Abstract of the Names and Qualities of the Officers and Petty Officers killed ani

wounded on hoard the British Ships in the Action trith the Combined Fleets of

France and Spain, October 21, 1805.

KILLED.

Tloijal Sovereign—Brice Gilliland, Lieutenant; William Chalmers, Master;

Robeit Green, Second Lieutenant of the Roy til Marines; John Ackenliead and

Thomas Brauml, Midshipmen.

Dreadnought, none

Mars—George Duff, Captain ; Alexander Duff, Master's Mate ; Bdward Cor-

byn and Henry Morgan, Midshipmen.

Minotaur, none.

Htcenge—Mr. Grier and Mr. Brooks, Midshipmen.

Leviathan, none,—Ajax, none.—Defence, none.

Deftance—Thonias Simens, Ljeutenant ; \Vill*m Fouler, Boatswain; Jaruts

y> u^uunson, Midshipman.
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Royal Sovereign—John Clavell and James Rashford, Liantenants ; James Leve*-

eonte, Secoi.A Lieutenant of Royal Marines; William Walson, Master's Mate;

Gilbert Krnnicolt, Grenville Thompson, John Tarrant, and John Campbell, Mid

shipmen ; Isaac Wilkinson, Boatswain.

Dreadnought—James L. Lloyd, Lieutenant ; Andrew M'Cullock and James

Sahbin, Midshipmen.

Man—Edward William Garrett and James Black, Lieutenants ; Thomas Cook,

Master ; Tfioinas~Norm'an (2), Captain of Royal Marines ; John Yonge, George

Guiren, William Jahn Cooke, John Jenkins, and Alfred Luckcraft, Midshipmen.

Minotaur—James Robinson, Boatswain ; John SamiieI"SrniflirMidshipa»an.

Revenge—Robert Moorsom, Captain (slightly ) ; JormrJerry, Lieutenant; Lake

Brokenslmw, Master; Peter Lily, Captain of Royal Marines.

LeuwiAnn—T. W. Watson, Midshipman (slightly).

AJax, none.—Defence, none.

Defiance—P. C. Durham.^Captain (slightly); James Spratt and Robert Brown,

Master's Mates ; John 1 lodge and Edmund Andrew Chapman, Midshipmen.

C. COLLINGW0OD.

A Return of the Killed and T('ounded on board the respective Ships compostnj the

British Squadron under the Command of' the Right Honourable Leri Viscount

Kelson, K. B., V\cc-Admiral of the White, <£c. $c. <Jc. in the Action eilk the Com

bined Fleets of France and Spain, 21s< of October, 1805.

Victory, not received.

Royal Sovereign—3 Officers, 2 Petty Officers, and 43 Seamen and Marines

killed ; 3 Officers, 5 Petty Officers, and 56 Seamen and Marines, wounded.—

Total, 14t.

Britannia, not received.—Temeraire, not received.—Prraer, not received.—

Neptune, not received.

i>reaa»wug/it—7 Seamen and Marines, killed ; 1 Officer, 5 Petty Officers, and

23 Seamen and Marina, wounded.—Total, 33.
• Mars—1 Officer, 3 Petty Officers and 35 Seamen and Marines killed; 4 Offi

cers, 5 Petty Officers, and 60 Seamen and Marines, wounded.—Total, 98.

BeUerop/inn—2 Officers, 1 Petty Officer, and 54 Sc:imen and Marines, killed ;

t Officers, 4 Petty Officers, and 117 Seamen and Marines, wounded.—Total, 150.

Minotaur—3 Seamen and Marines killed ; 1 Officer, 1 Petty Officer, and *0

Seamen and Marines, wounded.—Total, '.'5.

Revenge—J Petty Officers, and 26 Seamen and Marines, killed ; 4 Officers and

47 Seamen and Marines, wounded.—Total, 79.

Leviathan—* Seamen and Marines, killed ; 1 Petty Officer and 21 Seamen and

Marines, wounded.—Total, 26.

Ajar—2 Seamen and Marines killed; 9 Seamen and Marines wounded.—

Total, 11.

Agamemnon, not received.—Spartiate, not received.—Africa, not received.—

Brllcislc, not received.—Colossus, not received.—Achitle, not received.—Polyphe

mus, not received.—Swiftsure, not received. S>

Defence—7 Seamen aud Marine* killed ; 29 Seamen and Marines wounded .

—Total, 36.

Defiance—2 Officers 1 Petty Officer, and 14 Seamen and Marines, killed ; 1
Officer, 4 Petty Officers, and 48 Seamen and Marines, wounded.—Total, 70. ♦

C. COLLINGWOOL).

Copy of a fatter from the Honourable William Cortiwollis, Admiral of the Red, d/f.

to William fSarsden, Esq. ; dated Ville de Paris, ojf Ushaul, the 9tn of Xetcubcr,

1805.

SIR,

I enclose, for the information of their Lordships, the copy of a letter to me from

Captain Wolfe, giving an account of an attack made on the Aiglc by some Spa-

wsh Gun-boats in Vigo Bay. I have the honour to be, &c.

W, CORNWALL!*.
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am, Aigle, November 8, 1805.

Bcin>; becalmed in Vigo Bay, on the S8th of September last, at eight A; M., •

aquatiron of nine Spanish Gun-hoats attacked His Majesty's Frigate under my

command. At nine a breeze sprung up : reversed their attack into a hasty re-

retreat; but, from their proximity to the shore, we only captured one of them,

carrying a Jong 24-poundcr, commanded by Don Joseph Maria Galon, four artil

lery-men, and twenty-sour seamen. The Aiglc sustained no other damage thaa

A few shot through the sails. 1 auv&c.

The Honourable Admiral Cornwallis, GEO. WOLFE.

<t»- fr- it-

Copy of a Letter from the Right Honourable Lord Keith, K. B., Admiral of the

White, Ac., to William Mursden, Esq, ; dated on bojrd the Edgar, off Ramsgate,

14t/t of November, 1805.

SIR,

I herewith transmit, for their Lordships' information, a copy of a letter which I

hare received from Capt. Hancock, of His Majesty's Sloop the Cruiser, reporting

the capture of lcVengeur French Privateer, one of the enemy's Cruisers that have

Jktely infected the coast front Lcostoffe towards the Galloper.

I have the honour to be. Sec.

KEITH.

His Majesty's Sloop Cruiser, in the Downs,

«T t.oao, 13th of November, 1805.

I have the honour to acquaint your Lordship, that last night, at seven P. M.,

itxetching across from the North Sand Head to rcsuuit my station off Flushing,

we fell in with two Luggers, which suffered us to approach them quite close. One

of them was, at tliis time, in the act of boarding a Brig to windward, within gui:-

ahot; and the other ran athwart our bow, within had, for the purpose of boarding

us to leeward, taking us for a Merchant Vessel. This being the largest, I made

my first object, and, after a chase of two hours, all the time within musket-shot,

and under fire of our bow.guns and muskets, 1 had the good fortune to bring

down her main-tspsail and main-lugsail, when she struck, and proved to be

le Vengeur French Privateer Lugger, of fourteen guns and fifty-six men, com

manded by Jean Augustin Hirrel, two days out from Boulogne, and had, on the

afternoon of the day on which he was captured, taken two Swedish Brigs, one

laden with salt, from Liverpool ; the other from Boston in Lincolnshire, in ballast.

She is a beautiful new Lugger, and esteemed the fastest sailing Vessel out of

France. I have, Sec.

Admiral Lord Keith'K. B. Ac., Ac., Ac. JOHN HANCOCK.

Copies offour Letters (and Enclosures) from the Honourable Rear-Admiral Coc/i-

rune, Commander in Chief of His Majesty's Ships and Vessels at the Leeward,

Uumds, to William Marsden, Esq.

His Majesty's Sliip the Northumberland,

in, Carlisle Bay, 23d ofJune, 1805.

I beg leave to inform the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, a letter fronr

Captain Rose, of His Maje^y's Ship Circe, gives an account of the capture of 1*

Constance Schooner Privateer from Guadeloupe. This is the same Vessel formerly

token by the Circe off the Coast of Spain, but recaptured to windward of thi*

island ; she had just left Guadaloupe, and her trim was not known ; she is a re

markable fine Vessel. I am, &.c.

A. COCHRANE.

Ramilies, Carlisle Bay, Burbadoest

m, September 4, 1805.

I beg leave to enclose the copy of a letter from Lieutenant Peter, commanding,

His Majesty's armed Sloop Dominica, giving an account of the capture of a small

Privateer; and by the postscript of a letter I have just received from the Presi

dent of Dominica,, he was in sight from that island with a Schooner he had also

captured. X have the honour to be,, arc.

.A. COCHRANE.
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i Hit Majesty'i Armed Sloop Domimiea*

(IR> Roseau. August 14, 18*5.

On ilie evening of the 11th instant, (Scott'j Head bearing N. E. two leagues)

His Majesty's armed Sloop under my command captured a small Row-boat, named

I'Hazaril, armed wilh musketry, having on hoard only fourteen men. Three day*

from I'ouu-a-Petre, without having made a capture.

I have the lionour to be, etc

R. PETER.

Rear-Admiral the Honourable A. Cochrane.

RamiHes. Carlisle Bay, Barlradoet,

sin, September 4, i805.

The enclosed copy of a letter from Captain Clinch, of His Majesty's Sloop

Osprey, gives an account of his having captured the Teaser, a French privateerof

•even guns and fifty-one men.

I have the honour to- be, &c.

A COCHRANE.

Hit Mafesty's Sloop Osprey, CarlitU Bay,

sm, Barbadocs, August 15, 1805.

T have the hononr to icnnamtyoa of my having fallen in with a French Pri

vateer Schooner on the 17th of May last, the Island of Bermuda bearing south,

distant five or six leagues, which, after a chase of five hours, I captured. She

proved to be the Teaser, of seven guns and fifty-one men, belonging to Guadeloupe*

commanded by Joseph Ratisque, who was badly wounded by a grape-shot. Out

on a three months' cruise, and had made seven captures, mostly Drogher*. During,

the chase site hove two of her guns overboard.

I have the honour to be, &c.

TIMOTHY CLINCH.

Eeor-.4c/niir<i? the Hon. A. Cochrane.

Xorthtimbcrfond, CarlitU Bay, Barbadoa,

in, Stptemher 13, 1805.

f enclose, for the information of the Lords Commissioners ofthe Admiralty, ■

copy of a letter from Lieutenant Robert Peter, commanding His Majesty's armed

Sloop Dominica, (whose exertions and activity entitle him to great credit,) giving

an account of the capture of two small Privateers.

I have the honour to be, &c.

A. COCHRANE.

His Majesty's Armed Sloop Dominica,

»ik, off' Roseau. Sept. 5, 1803.

I have the honour to inform yau. His Majetty's armed Sloop Dominica, under

my command, captured on the 25th ultimo, after a chase ofsome hours, under the

lec of this island, la Ravanchc, a French Row-boat Privateer, mounting a twclvc-

pouuder carronade in the bow, and several swivels ; having on board at the time

of capture hut fifteen men. She had been eightweeks from Guadeloupe, and had

taken three small Vessels.

Also, on 2d instant, at eight A. M., the Saints bearing N. E. by E. distant about

-five leagues, another Row-boat, named la Prudentc, having got within reach of

the Dominica's guns without discovering her to be an armed Vessel, it beinj calm,

I dispatched Mr. Jackson, Midshipman, with eight men, all volunteers, to attack

her in the boat, at the same time annoying her in her retreat by a fire of grape

and cannistcr from the Sloop. At ten, when about two leagues from us, the boat

came up with her, anil, after exchanging a few vollies of musketry, the enemy

struck. She was one day from the Saints, having on board sixteen men, well

equipped. I am happy to say, that only one man was hurt on the occasion*

James Morgan, whose collar-bone was broke.

I have the honour to be, &c.

ROBERT PETER.

Tie Honourable llcar-Admiral Cochrane, £c. #c. tf-c.
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NOVEMBER 26«

Copy of a Letterfrom the Honourable William Cornwallis, Admiral ofthe Red, e}c

to William Marsden, hsq. ; dated Villc de Paris, at Sea, the 17 th Noiem-

ber, 1805.

SIR,

I have the honour to send, to be communicated to my Lords Commissioners of

the Admiralty, a duplicate letter which I have now received from Captain Gos-

■elin, of the Latona, making known to me the capture of the Spanish Privateer

therein mentioned, by that Ship.

I have the honour to be, &c.

W. CORNWALLIS.

Latona, Lat. 44 Dei;. N., Long. 4 Deg. W.,

sit, 22rf Ocloier, 1805.

I have the honour to acquaint yon, that His Majesty's Ship under my com

mand has this day captured the Spanish Privateer Ketch Ampliion, carrying

twelve guns, and manned with seventy men ; three days out'froin St. Sebastian.

I have the honour to be, &c.

The Hon. William Cornwallis, Admiral T. L. M. GOSSELIN.

a) the lied, %c. %c. $c.

GAZETTE EXTRAORDINARY.

NOVEMRER 27.

Copy of a letter received last Night by the Honourable Captain Blachtcooil, from

Vice- Admiral Lord Collingwood, Commander in Chief of Hi* Majesty's Ships and

Vessels in the Mediterranean, to William Marsden, F.sq. ; dated on board His

Hajesty's Ship the Queen, off Cupe Trafalgar, November 4, 1805.

SIR,

On the 28th ultimo I informed you of the proceedings of the squadron to that

time. The weather continuing very bad, the wind blowing from the S.W., the

squadron not in a situation of safety, and seeing little prospect of getting the cap

tured Ships off the land, and great risk of some of them getting into port, I deter

mined no longer to delay the destroying them, and lo get the squadron out ofthe

deep bay.

The extraordinary exertion of Captain Capel, however, saved the French Swift-

sure ; and his Ship the Phusbc, together with the Donegal, Captain Malcolm,

afterwards brought out the Bahama. Indeed, nothing can exceed the perse

verance of all the Officers employed in this service. Captain Hope rigged and

succeeded in bringing out the Ildel'onso ; all of which will, 1 hope, have arrived

safe at Gibraltar. For the rest, Sir, I enclose you a list of all the enemy's fleet,

which were in the action, and how they arc disposed of, which, I believe, is per

fectly correct.

I informed you, in my letter of the 28th, that the remnant of the enemy's Heat

came out a second time to endeavour, m the bad weather, to cut off some of the

Hulks, when the Rayo was dismasted, and fell into our hands; she afterwards

parted her cable, went on shore, and was wrecked. The Iniiomplahle, one of the

same squadron, was abo driven on .shore, wrecked, and her crew perished.

The Santa Anna and Algeziras being driven near the shore of Cadiz, got*such

assistance as has enabled them to get in ; but the nun of their Beet is a$ complete

as could be expected, under the circumstances of fighting them close to their own

shore. Had the battle been in I lie ocean, still fewer would have escaped.

Twenty sail of the hue are taken or destroyed ; and of those which got in, not

more than three are in a repairable state for a length of time.

Rear-Admiral Louis in the Canopus, who had been detached with the Queen,

Spencer, and Tigre, to complete the water, Sec. of these Ships, anil to see the

convoy in safety a certain distance up the Mediterranean, joined me on the 30th.

In clearing the captured Ships of prisoners, I found so many wounded men,

that to alleviate human misery as much a* was in my power, I sent to the Mar-

cuia de Solana, Governor-General of Andalusia, to offer him the wounded to to*

jRJato. xXtjitm. SoI.XIV. k k k.
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earc of their country, on receipts being given : a proposal which was received

with the greate.-t thankfulness ; not only by the Governor, but the whole country

resounds witli expressions of gratiturle. Two French Frigates were sent out to

receive them, w ith a proper Officer to give receipts, bringing with them all the

English who hud been wrecked in several, of the Ships, and an offer from rhe

Marquis de Solana oftheuseof their hospitals for our wounded, pledging the

honour of Spam tor their bent;: carefully attended.

I have ordered most of the Spanish prisoners to be released ; the Officers oa

parole ; the men for receipts given, and a condition that they do not serve in >a,

by sea or land, until exchanged.

By my correspondence with the Marquis, I found that Vice-Admiral d'AIirs

was not dead, but dangerously wounded ; and I wretc to him a letter, claiming

him as a prisoner of war : a copy of which I enclose, together with s state of the

Flag Officers uf the combined licet.

I am, &c. C. COLLINGWOOD.

A List of t!ie Combined Fleets of France and Spain in the Action of tlst October^

1R05, off Cape Trafalgar, showing how they are disposed if.

1. Spanish Ship San JJdcfonso, of 74 guns, Brigadier Don Joseph de Vargas ;

sent to Gibraltar.

~f" v2y Spanish Ship San Juan Ncpomuceno, of 74 guns, Brigadier Don Cause

Crmrruea ; sent to Gibraltar.

r 3. Spanish Ship Bahama, of 74 guns, Brigadier Don A. D. Galiano ; sent tu

Gibraltar.

^-J French Ship Sniflsure, of 74 guns, Monsieur ViHemadrin ; sent to Gib

raltar.

J5j Spanish Ship Monarca, of 74 guns, Don Jeodoro Argumosa ; wrecked off

San Lucar.

ti. French Ship Fotigctix, of 74 iruns, Monsieur Beaudeuin ; wrecked offTre-

fclgar; all perished, and thirty of tho'I'cmeraire's men.

>'7»' French Ship ludomptablc, of 84 guns. Monsieur Hubert ; wrecked off Bo

te ; all perished.

• French Ship Bucentaurc, of 80 guns, Admiral Villeneuve, Commander is

Ch'.ef; Captaiua-Prigny andlMajendie; wrecked on the Porque*;>oiue of the

crew saved.

Spanish Ship San Francisco de Asis, of 74 guns, Don Luis dt Flares;

wrecked near Rota.

1'V Spanish Ship Kl Rayo, of 100 guns, Brigadier Don Henrique Macdoael j

wrecked near San Lucar.

.IK) Spanish Ship Neptuno, of 84 guns. Brigadier Don Cayelano Valdes;

wrecked between Rota and Caloiina.

IV.,' French Sliip Argonaute, of 74 guns, Monsieur Epron ; on shore in the

port of Cadiz.

■f- . I."., French Ship Berwick, of 74 guns, Monsiour Camas; wrecked to the

eorthward of San Lucar.

'-Jj\ French Ship Aigle, of 74 guns, Monsieur Gourregc ; wrecked near Rota.

French Ship Achille, ut' 74 guns, Monsieur de Nieuport ; burnt daring the

action.
• i(V., Trench Ship Intrepide, of 74 guns, Monsieur Internet; burnt by the

Britannia.

' .17, Spanish Ship San Augustin, of 74 guns, Brigadier Don Felipe X. Cegigal;

burnt by the Leviathan.

> Spanish Ship Santissitna Trinidada, of 140 guns, Rfar-Adittiral Don Baltasar ]!.

C;Mie.ros ; Brigadier Don F. Uriarte ; sunk by the Prince, Neptune, &c.

i!'.- French Ship Redoubtable, of 74 guns, Monsieur Lucas; sunk astern of

the Swiftsure ; Tcmeraire lost thirteen, and Swiftsurc five men.

-0. Spanish Ship Argouauta, of 80 guns, Don Antonio Parejo ; snuk by the

Ajax.

* ,3l,; Spanish Ship Santa Anna, of 112guns, Vice-Admiral Dan Ignafio d'AUra;

Captain Don Joseph de Gardoqui; taken, but got into Caoix in the gale, du-

Masted.
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,'22J French Ship Algeziras, of 74 guns, Rear-Admiral Magon (tilled) ; Cap-

*loiu Monsieur Bluui'O ; taken, but got into Cadiz in the gale, dismasted.

(lip French Ship Pluton, of 74 guns, Monsieur Cosmao ; returned to Cadiz in

a sjnking state.

Spanish Ship San Juste, of 74 guns, Don Miguel Gaston ; returned te

Cadiz ; has a foremast only.

t$5-y Spanish Ship San Leandro, of 64 guns, Don Joseph de Quevedo ; re

turned to Cadiz dismasted.

(26.; French Ship Neptune, of 84 guns, Monsieur Maistral ; returned to Cadiz,

an3 perfect. ,

(Si.j French Ship Heros, of 74 guns, Monsieur Poulain ; returned to Cadiz,

io*er masts in, and Admits) Rossilie's flag on board.

(21S.) Spanish Ship Principe d'Asturias, of 11S! guns, 'Admiral Don F. Gravina ;

Don Antonio Kscano, &c. j returned to Cadiz dismasted.

(29,/ Spanish Ship Montanez, of 74 guus, Don Francisco Alcedo; returned to

Cafliz.

v30,> French Ship Formidable, of 80 guns, Rear-Admiral Dumanoir ; hauled to

the southward, and escaped.

(31p French Ship Mont Blanc, of 74 guns, Monsieur le Villegrics ; hauled to

the southward, and escaped.

French Ship Scipion, of 74 guns, Monsieur Bereiiger ; hauled to tlx

southward, and escaped.

.'33^ French Ship Duguay Trouin, of 74 guns, Monsieur ToufHet ; hauled to the

fputhward, and escaped.

H. 15. The four last-mentioned Ships were captured by Sir Richard,

Strachan on the 4thNovember.

ABSTRACT.

At Gibraltar

Destroyed

In Cadiz, wrecks

In Cadiz, serviceable

Escaped to the southward . .

Total 33 .

A ImI of the Names and Bank of the Flag Officers of the Combined Fleets of Frantm

and Spain in the Action qf'the 'ilst ofOctober, 1805.

Admiral Yilleneuvr, Commander in Chief ; Bucentaure—Taken.

Admiral Dou Fcderico Gravina; Principe d'Asturias—Escaped, ia Cadiz,

wounded in the arm.

Vice-Admiral Pon Ignatio Maria d'Alivaj Santa Anna- —Wounded severely in

the head, taken, but was driven into Cadiz in the Santa Anna.

Rear-Admiral Don Baltazar Hidalgo Cisneros ; Sautissima Trinidada—Taken.

Rear-Admiral Magon ; Algeziras—Killed.

Rear-Admiral Dumanoir ; Formidable—Escaped.

my lord marquis, Euryalus, off Cadiz, October 27, 1805.

A great nniuber of Spanish subjects having been wounded in the late action

between the British and the combined Meets of Spain and France, on the 21st

instant, humanity, and my desire to alleviate the sufferings of these wounded men,

dictate to me to offer to your Excellency their enlargement, that they may be

taken proper care of in the hospitals on shore, provided your Excellency will

send boats to convey them, with a proper Officer to give receipts liir the number,

and acknowledge them in your Excellency's answer to this letter, to he prisoners

of war, to be exchanged before they serve again.

I beg to assure your Excellency of my high consideration ,and that

lam, &c. C COLLIN'GWOOD.

To his Excellency the Marquis de Solana,

Captain-General of Andalusia, Governor,

$ c. $c. Cadiz,

»
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CONDITIONS on uhich the S(>anish wounded Prisoners were released, and lent is

, Shore to the Hospital.

I Guillamc Yalverde, having been authorises and empowered by the Marqnis

de Solana, Governor-General of Andalusia and of Cadiz, to receive from the

English squadron the wounded prisoners, and such persons as may be necessary

to their care, which release, and e nlargement of the wounded, Ctc. is agreed to,

on the part of the Commander in Chief of the British squadron, on the positive

cond.rion, that none of the said prisoner-* shall be en. ployed oyam, m any public

service of the crown of Spain, either by sea or land, until tbey are regularly

exchanged.*

Signed on board His Britannic Majesty's Ship Euryaius, at Sea, 30th Oc

tober, 1805.

GUILL. DE YALYERDE,

Etiecan de S. E

sir, Euryalus, off Cadiz, October 30, 1805.

It is with great pleasure that I have heard the wound you received in the ao

tiou is in a hopeful way of recovery, and that your country ruay still have the.

benefit of your future service.

But, Sir, you surrendered yourself to me, and it was in consideration only of

the slate oiyour wound, that you were not removed into my Ship. I could not

disturb the repose of a man supposed to be in his last moments ; but your sword,

the emblem oi your service, was delivered to nie by vour Captain, and I expect

that you consider yourself a prisoner of war, until you shall be regularly ex

changed by cartel.

I have the honour to be, itc.

C. COLLENGWOOD.

To Vice-Admiral Don Ignatio Maria VAliva.

Sent under Coier to Admiral Gravina.

An Abstract of the Killed and Wounded on board the respective Ships composing the

British Squadron under the Command of' the Right Honourable Vice-Admiral

Lord Viscount Nelson in the Action of' the t\st of October 1805, off Cape Trafal

gar, with the Combined Fleets ofFrance and Spain.

Victory—4 Officers, 3 Petty Officers, 32 Seamen, and 18 Marines, killed;

4 Officers, 3 Petty Officers, 59 Seamen, and 9 Marines, wounded.—Total, 13?.

Hoyal Sotereign—3 Officers, 2 Petty Officers, 29 Seamen, and 13 Marines,

killed; 3 Officers, 5 Petty Officers, 70 Seamen, and 16 Marines, wounded.—

Total, 141.

Britannia—1 Officer, 8 Seamen, and 1 Marine, killed ; 1 Officer, 1 Petty Offi

cer, 33 Seamen, and 7 Marines, wounded.—Total, 52.

Temerairt —-3 Officers, 1 Petty Officer, 35 Seamen, and 8 Marines, killed;

3 Officers, 2 Petty Officers, 59 Seamen, and 12 Marines, wounded.—Total, 123.

Prince, none.

Neptune—10 Seamen, killed; 1 Petty Officer, 30 Seamen, and 3 Marine!,

wounded.—Total, 44.

Drea/iuro«:ri(—G Seamen and 1 Marine, killed; 1 Officer, 2 Petty Officers, 19

Seamen, and i Marines, wounded.—Total, 33.

Tonnmt, not received.

Afun— 1 Officer, 3 Petty Officers, 17 Seamen, and 8 Marines, killed ; 4 Offi

cers, .5 Pcliy Officers, 44 Seamen, and 16 Marines, wounded.—Total, 98.

Bellcrophon—2 Officers, 1 Petty Officer, 20 Seamen, and 4 Marines, killed ; I

Officers, 4 Petty Officers, 97 Seamen, and 20 Marines, wounded.—Total, 150.

Minotaur— 3 Seamen, killed ; 1 Officer, 1 Petty Officer, 17 Seamen, and S

Marines, wounsled.—Total, 25.

Revenge— 2 Petty Officers, 18 Seamen, and 8 Marines, killed ; 4 Officers, 58

Seamen, anu 9 Marines, wounded.—Total, 79.

Conqueror—2 Officers, 1 Sca.inan, killed ; 2 Officers, 7 Seamen, wounded.—

Total, 12.
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reworton—2 Seamen, and 2 Marines, killed ; 1 Petty Officer, 17 Seamen, and

4 Marines, killed.—Total, 26. ...

Ajax—2 Seamen, killed ; 9 Seamen, wounded.—Total, 11.

Orion—1 Seaman, killed ; 2 Petty Officers, 17 Seamen, and 4 Marines,

wounded,—Total, 24. ,

Agamemnon—2 Seamen, killed ; 7 Seamen, wounded.—Total, 9*. "

Spartiote—3 Seamen, killed ; 1 Officer, 2 Petty Officers, 16 Seamen, and 1

Marine, wounded.—Total, 23.

Africa—12 Seamen, and 6, Marines, killed ^ 2 Officers, 5 Petty Officers, 30

Seamen, and 7 Marines, wounded.—Total, 6'^.

Bclleisle—2 Officers, 1 Petty Officer, 22 Seamen, and 8 Marines, killed ; 3

Officers, 3 Petty Officers, 68 Stamen, nnd 19 Marines, wounded.—Tola), 126.

Colossus—1 Officer, 31 Seamen, and 8 Marines, killed ; 5 Officers, 9 Petty Offi-
• cers, IIS Seamen, and 31 Marines, wounded.—Total, 200.

AchilU—1 Petty Officer, 6 Seamen, and C MarinesTkHletT ; 4'Officers, 4 Petty

Officers, 37 Seamen, and 14 Marines, wounded.—Total, 72.

Pohjphemui —2 Seamen, kille I ; 4 Seamen, wounded.— Total, 6.

Swiftsure—7 Seamen, and 2 Marines, killed ; 1 Petty Officer, 6 Seamen, and 1

Marine, wounded.—Total, 17. fc ^

Defence—4 Seamen, and 3 Marines, killed; §3 Seamen, aad 6 Marines,

wounded.—Total, ."i6.

Thunderer—2 Seamen, and 2 Marines, killed ; 2 Petty Officers, 9 Seamen, and

1 Marine, wounded.—Total, 16.

Defiance—2 Officers 1 Petty Officer, 8 Seamen, and 6 Marines, killed ; 1 Offir

cer, 4 Petty Officers, 39 Seamen, and 9 Marines, wounded.—Total, 70.

Total—21 Officers, 15 Petty Officers, 283 Seamen, and 104 Marines,

killed; 41 Officers, 57 Petty Officers, 870 Seamen, and 196 Marines,

wounded.—Total, 1587.

C. COLLINGWOOD.

Return ofthe Names of the Officers and Petty Officers killed and wounded on board

the Ships of the British Squadron in the Action ivith the Combined Fleets of'France

and Spain, off Cape Trafalgar, on the 21st October, 1805.

KILLED.

Victorti—The Riglit Hon. Lord Viscount T>Telson, K.B., Vice-Admiral of th»

White, Commander in Chief, &c. ic. &c. ; John Scott, Esq., Secretary ; Charles

W. Adair, Captain Royal Marines; \ViUiam Ham, Lieutenant ; Robert Smith

and Alexander Palmer, Midshipmen ; Thomas Whippb-, Captain'* Clerk.

Royal Sovereign—Bnce (iilhland, Lieutenant ; William Chalmers, Master ;

Robert Green, Second Lieutenant of Royal Marine*; -John AlLealicad and

Thomas Braund, Midshipmen.

Britannia—Pram is Rnskrum*, Lii-utcnant.
Temcraire—-Sitm-un Busi^ny, Claptain of"koyal Marines ; John Kingston, Lieu-

tcnanttrf Royal Marines ; Lewis Oades* Carpenter ; William Pitts, Midshipman.

Prince, none ;— Neptune, none ;—Dreadnought, none. . -

Tonnant—No return .

Mars—George Duff, Captain ; Alexander Duff", Master's Mate ; Edmund Cor-

lyn and Henry Morgan, Midshipman.

Bellerophon—John Cooke, ■ First Captain ; Edward Overton, Master; Johm

Simmens, Midshipman.

Minotaur, none.

Revenge—Thomas Grier and Edward F. Brooks, Midshipmen.

Conqueror—Robert Lloyd, and William M. St. George. Lieutenants^

Leviathan, none ;—Ajax, none ;—Orion, none;—Agamemnon, none ;—Spartiate,

none ;—Africa, none.

Bclleisle—Ebe^ezer fjcalL and John Woodiu. Lieutenants ; George Nintk.

Midshipman.

Ciilcssus—Thomas Scriven, Master.

Aehille—Francis John Mugg, Midshipman.
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Polirphemus, none y—SayUure, none ;—Defence, none ;—Thunderer, none.

Bejiance—Thomas Si mens, Lieutenant ; William Fortter, Boatwain ; James

Williamson, Midshipman.

Victory—John Pasco, and ft. *\ I , | j 0 r BiiL'h, Lieutenants ; Lewis B. Reeves, anJ

J. G. Peake, Lieutenants ot Koyal Marines ; William Rivera (slightly), G. A.

Wcstphall, and Richard Bulke'ov, Midshipmen ; John Gcoghehan, AgentTicV

tualler'sClerk.

Royul Soiereipi—Juim Clavell, and James Ka.-lil'ird. lieutenant) ; James Is

Vesconte, Second Lieutenant of Royal Marines ; W:tliain Watson, Masfer'a

Mate; Gilbert Kennicott, Grenville Thompson, John Campbell; and John Far-

rant, MiSslifpmeu rr«a3c Wilkinson, Boatswain.

Britannia—Stephen Trounce, .Master ; William Grint. Midshipman.

Temercnre—Jair.cs Mould. Lieutenant ; Samuel J. Payne, Lieutenant of Royal

Marines ; John ilruuia, Boatswain ; T. S. Price, Master') Mate ; John Eastman,

Midshipman.

Prince, None.

Neptune Ilnrrcll, Captain's Clerk.

Dreadaous'ht—Jatnc* '.. Lloyd ( slightly"). Lieutenant ; Andrew MCullock, and

James Samn, Midshipmen.

~Tonnant—No return.

Mars—Edward Garrett, and James Black, Lieutenant) ; Thomas Cook, Master ;

Thomas Norrmm', C'-jid Captain ot Uoval J\l.,rines; John Yongc, Georgt Gui-

rcn, William John CooV, John Jenkins, and Allied Lucira ft. Midshipmen.

Bellerophcm—Jaiue» Wemyss, Captain of TTovai Marines; Thomas Robinson,

"^Boatswain ; Kdward Hartley, Master's Mate; William N. Jeoeil, James Stent,

Thomas Bant, and George Pearson, Midshipmen.

Minotaur—James Robinson, Boatswain ; John Sumnel Smith. Midshipman.

rlerenge—Robert Moorsom, Captain (slipitIy77XuiiT~B7okensha«-, Master;,

John Kerry, Lieutenant ; Peter Lilj (slightly), Captain of Royal Marines.

Conqueror—Thomas Wearing, Lieutenant of Royal Marines; PluJip Mendel,

Lieutenant of His Imperial Majesty's Navy (holli slightly),

Leviathan—J. W. Watson, Midshipman (slightly).

Ajax, none.

Orion Sansc, C. P. Cable, Midshipmen; (both slightly).

Agamemnon, none. ,

Spartiute—Jolm Clarte, Boatswain ; ( Beliairs and {Knapmaa,

Midshipmen.

/tyHcM---MHllliev. Hay, acliiia Lieutenant : James Tynmore, Captain of Royal

Marines ; Henry West,' and Abraham Turner, Master's Mates ; Frederick White

(slightly), PlnTpX Efmlmrst, and John P. Bailey, Midshipmen.

HclleUte—WHTiam Terrie. Lieutenant ; John (Wen, First Lieutenant of Royal

Marines; Andrew (jibson.'Boatswain ; William Henry Pearson, anr! William Cal-

fteld, Master's Mates; Samuel Jago, Midshipman ; j. T. Hodge, Volunteer, fim

class.

Colossus—James N. Morris, Captain : Georce Bully, Lieutenant ; William Yot-

Her. acting Lieutenant ; John Benson, Lieutenant of Royal Marines ; Henry Mil-

banw, masters Mate ; William Hcrringhaiu, Frederick Thistlewayte (slightly),

TlioniiUi (j. Recce, Henry Snellarovc, Rawilen M'Lean, George Wharrie, Tmy

Renou, and George Denton, Midshipmen ; WiflTam Adaioson, Boatswain.

Ach'dle—Parkins Prvim (slightly), and Josias Bray, Lieutenants ; Pralms Wev

troppe, Captain of Royal Marine's ; William Leddon, Lieutenant of Royal Ma

rines ; George Pegge, Master's Mate; William H. Staines and Win. J. Saow,

Midshipmen; W. Smith Warren, Volunteer, first clasa.

Vohipliemus, none.

Suiijlmre—Alexander Bell Ilandcock, Midshipman,

Defence, none.

ThundDtr—Jolm Snell, Master's Mate; Alexander Galloway, Midshipman.

Defiance— P. C. Dm ham (slightly), Captain f Jame»5*p~ratt an* Robert Browne*

Master's Mates ; John Hodge and Edmund Audre^TCIiapmaii, MHshipuien.

C. COLLIN GWOOD.
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IPromotionc ant appointment*.

j>dmira£ty-office, nov. 9, 1805.

Hi« Majesty having been pleasad to order the rank of Admirals of the Red t«

fce restored to His Majesty's Navy, the following Flag-Officers were this day pro

moted ; in pursuance ol la.e King's pleasure ; viz*

Admirals of the White, to he Admirals of the Red.

Robert Roddam, Esq. ; Nicholas Vincent, Esq. ; Robert Digby, Esq. ; Right

Hon. Alexander Viscount Bridport, K.B. ; Sir Chaloner Ogle, Knt.'; Right Hon.

Samuel Viscount Hood; Sir Richard Hughes, Bart.; John Elliott, Esq.; Right

Hon. William Jx>rd Hotliam ; Right Hon. Charles Lord Barham; Sir Richard

King, Bart. ; Bight Hon. Jolm Earl St. Vincent, K.B. ; Phillips Cosby, Esq.;

Samuel Cornish, Ksq. ; John Brisbane, Esq. ; Charles Wolseley, F*q. ; His Royal

Highaess William Henry Dike of Clarence: Sir Richard Onslow, Bart.; Sir

Robert Kiogsmill, Bart. ; Sir Hyde Parker, Bart. ; Benjamin Caldwell, Esq. ; Hon.
William Cornwallis. •

Admirals of the Blue, to he Admirals sf the White.

Charles Bucfciicr, Esq.; John Gell, Esq.; Right Hon. Alan Lord Gardner;

William Peere Williams, Esq. ; Sir Thomas Pasley, Bart. ; James dimming, Esq.;

Sir John Colpoys, K.B. ; Skeltiugton Lutwidge, Esq.; George Montagu, Esq.;

Right Hon. George Lord Keith, K.B. ; James Pigott, Esq. ; Right Hon. William

Lord Radstock; Thomas Mackenzie, Esq.; Sir Roger Curtis, K.B. ; Sir Henry

Harvey, K.B.

Vice- Admirals of the Red, to be Admirals ofthe Blue.

Isaac Prescott, Esq. ; John Bazely, Esq. ; Thomas Spry, Esq. ; Sir John Orde,

K.B. ; William Young, Esq. ; James Ganiliier, Esq. ; Sir Andrew Mitchell, K.B. ;

Charles Chaniberlayne, Esq. ; Peter Rainier, Esq. ; Philip Pattou, Esq. ; Sir

Charles Morice Pole, Bart.

Vice-Admiruls of Oie White, to be Vicc-Admirah ofthe Red.

John Brown, Esq. ; John Leigh Dooglas, Esq. ; William Swiney, Esq. ; Charles

Edmund Nugent, Esq. ; Charles Powell Hamilton, Esq. ; Edmund Dod, Esq. ; Sir

Charles Cotton, Bart. ; John Thomas, Ksq. ; James Bnue, Esq. ; John Pakenhara.

Esq. ; Sir Erasmus Gower, Kut. ; John. Holloway, Esq.

Vice-Admirals of the Blue, to be Vice-AdmiraU ofthe Red.

George Wilson, Esq. ; Sir Cliarles Henry Know les, Bart. ; Hon. Thomas Pakea-

)am; Robert Deans, Esq.; Cutlibert CoUuigwood, Esq.

Vice-Admirals of the Blue, to be Vice-Admirals of the Il1.tr.

James Hawkins Whitshed, Esq.; Arthur Ke.-npe, Esq.; Smith Child, Esq.;

Right Hon. Charles Lord Lecale ; Thomas Taylor, Esq. ; Sir John Thomas Duck

worth, K.B.; Sir Robert Calder, Bart.

Rear-Admiruls of the Red, to be Vice-Admirals of the White.

James Richard Dacres, Esq! ; Hon. George Berkeley; Thomas West, Esq.;

James Douglas, Esq.; Peter Aphn, Esq.; Henry Savage, Esq.; Barthulomaw

Samuel Rowley, Esq.; Sir Richard Bickerton, Iv.B.

Rear-Admirals ofthe Red, to be Vice-AdmiraU of the Blue.

George Bowen, Esq. ; Robert Montagu, E-q. ; John Ferguson, Esq.; Edward

Edwards, Esq. ; Sir John Borlnsc Warren, Ban. and K.B. ; Ed nardl'yrrcl Smith,

Esq.; Sir Thomas Graves, K.B. ; Tjouus Macnuaiaia Russell, Es<j.; Sylverius
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Moriarty, Esq. ; Sir Henry Trollope, Kut. ; Henry Edwin Stanhope, Esq. ;

Robert M'Douall, Esq.

Rear-Admirals of the White, to be Vice-Admirals of the Blue.

Billy Douglas, Esq. ; John Wickey, Esq. ; John Inglis, Esq.; John Fish, Esq. -

John Knight, Esq. ; EUward Thornboroogh, Esq.

Bear-Admirals of the White, to he Rear-Admirals of the Red.

James Kempthorne, Esq. ; Sampson Edwards, Esq.; George Campbell, Esq.;

Henry Cromwell, Esq. ; Arthur Phillip, Esq. ; Sir William George Fairfax, Knt. ;

Sir James Saumaiez, Bart, and K.B. ; Thomas Drury, Esq.; Albemarle Bertie,

Esq.; Right Hon. William Earl of Northcsk ; James Vashon, Esq.; Sir William

Henry Douglas, Bart. ; Thomas Wells, Esq. ; Sir Edward Pellew, Bart. ; Sir Isaac

Cothii, Barl.

Hear- Admirals of the Blue, to be Rear-Admivals of the Red.

John Aylmer, Esq. ; Samuel Osborn, Esq. ; Richard Boger, Esq.

Rear-Admirals of the Blue, to be Rear- Admirals of the HTiite.

Jonathan Fanlknor, Esq.; John Child Purvis, Esq.; Theophilus Jones, Esq. ;

Wm, Domett, Esq. ; William Wnlseley, Esq. ; John Mauley, Esq. ; George Murray,

Esq.; John Sutton, Esq.; Robert Murray, Esq.; Hon. Alexander Cochrane;

Sir Thomas Trou bridge, Bart.; John Markbam, Esq.; Charles Stirling, Esq.;

Henry d'Esterre Darby, Esq. ; Edward Bowater, Esq. ; George Palmer, Esq.;
William O'Brien Drury, Esq. ; Wrilliam Essington, Esq. ; Thomas Louis, Esq.

The under-mentioned Captains wen also appointed Flag Officers of His

Majesty's Fleet ; viz.

John M'Dotigall, Esq. ; James Alms, Esq. ; Eliah Harvey, Esq. ; John Peyton,

E«q. ; Sir Edmund Nugle, Knt. ; John Wells, Esq. ; Richard GrmdaJ/, Esq.;

George Martin, Esq.; Sir Alexander John Ball, Bart. ; Sir Richani John St radian.

Bart.; Sir William Sidney Smith, Knt. ; ThomasSotheby, Esq. ; Edward O'Bryen,

Esq.; Nathan Bruiiton, Ksq.; William Hancock Kelly, Esq. ; John Schank, Esq. ;

Hon. Michael dc Courcy ; William Bentinck, Esq. ; Paul Alinclun, Esq. ; Philip

si'Auvcrgnc, Prince ui Bouillon ;

To be Henr-Admirals of the Blue.

The Kins; has been pleased to appoint Kichard Goodwin Keats, Esq., Edward

' Bullcr, Esq., and the Hon. Robert Stopford, to be Colonels of His Majesty's Royal

Marine Forces, in the room of George Martin, Esq., Sir Richard John Strachan,

Bart., and Sir William Sidney Smith, Knt., appointed Flag Officer* of His

Majesty's Fleet.

WHITIIIALL, NOV. 9, 1805.

His Majesty has been pleased to grant to the Reverend William Nelson, D.D.,

now Lord Nelson, brother and heir to the late Lord Viscount Nelson, who, after a

series of transceudant and heroic service's, fell gloriously on the 21st ofOctober

last, in the moment of brilliant and decisive victory, the dignity of a Viscount and

Earl ofthe United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, by the names, stdes, and

titles, of Viscount Merton and Earl Nelson, of Trafalgar, and of Merton, iu the

county of Surrey ; the same to descend to the heirs male of his body lawfully

begotten ; and in default thereof, to the heirs male successively of Susannah, wife

ot Thomas Bolton, Ksq ; and Catherine, wife of George Matcham, Esq., sisters of

the late Lord Viscount Nelson.

His Majesty has also been pleased to grant the dignity ofa Baron ofthe United

Kingdom of Great Hritaia and Ireland, to Ciillilicrt Collingwood, Esq., Vice-

Ailmiral of the Blue Squadron of Ills Majesty's Fleet, and the heirs male of his

body lawfully begotten, by the name, stile, and title, of Baron Collingwood, «f

Calduuinc and HcUipoole, in the county ol Northumberland.



BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIR OF THE LATE

SIR FREDERICK THESIGEE,

KNIGHT OF THE RUSSIAN ORDER OF ST. GEORGE,

AND CAPTAIN IN THE KOYAL NAVY.

" Life's tumultuous battle o'eb,

o how sweetly sleep the brave !"

Anon.

BIOGRAPHICAL sketch of the late Captain Sir Fre

derick Tliesiger would, at any time, have excited its due

portion of interest ; but, at the present period, when every

thing which bears even the most distant relation to our

departed hero of the Nile, of Copenhagen, and of Trafalgar, is

sought after with avidity, it must be peculiarly acceptable. To

mention that Sir Frederick Thesiger was in possession of the

confidence and friendship of Lord Nelson, reflects lustre on

his name, and gives to his memory a decided claim on the

attention of the public.

The first entrance of this gentleman into maritime life, was in

the service of the Honourable East India Company ; but, after

having made two or three voyages, he found that his genius was

but ill-adapted to trading pursuits, and he became anxious for

some more active employment, in which his talents might be

displayed to advantage. It has been judiciously observed by

Dr. Johnson, in his life of Boerhaave the physician, that " Pro

vidence seldom sends any into the world with an inclination to

attempt great things, who have not abilities likewise to perform

them." This may in some measure be accounted for, by

adverting to the fact, that projects of enterprise and spirit are

scarcely ever conceived or executed but by persons of an ardent

temperament. Hie same ardour which inspires a man to attempt

the accomplishment of some favourite object, furnishes him

with energy and perseverance to achieve it. Thus it was with

Mr. Thesiger. He felt no interest in the dull routine of a trading

voyage ; but, impelled by a wish for some situation, in which

his powers might be called into more active exertion, his mind

JA80. C&ton. (SoI.XIVt in
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M as continually occupied on the subject, and he remained or

the alert, to embrace the first opportunity that might ofter.

At the period on which we are treating, Great Britain was at

war with France, in consequence of the assistance which the

latter power afforded to the American States ; and, encouraged

by the hope of displaying his genius and gallantry, an opeuiug

having presented itself to Mr. Thesiger for entering into the

Royal Navy, he placed himself under the directions of that

gallant Officer, the lale Sir Samuel Marshall. With that

gentleman he served several years, during which time he was

uniformly distinguished as one of his most active Midshipmen.

When on board, he was particularly noticed by his Commander ;

and, when' on shore, he always found a warm reception at his

house. A friendship ami an attachment so honourable, ceased

not but with the life of his protector and patron.

At the beginuing of the year 1782, when Sir George, after

wards Lord Rodney, took upon himself, for the last time, th«

command of the ileet in the West Indies*, Mr. Thesiger was

appointed acting Lieutenant on board the Formidable; and, on

the memorable 12th of April, was recommended to the Admiral,

by Sir Charles Douglas, Captain of the fleet, as a mqst correct

repeater of signals. In consequence of this friendly recommen

dation, he was appointed Aid-du-camp to Sir George; and,

after being stationed near his person during the whole of the

action, he was one of the first Officers sent to take possession of

the Ville de Paris, after she had struck to the British flag. For

tunately, however, for Mr. Thesiger, one of his brother Officers,

who preferred returning to England to remaining on the West

India station, solicited and obtained permission to exchange with

him ; in consequence of which, he was rescued from the

melancholy fate which befel the many brave men w ho perished

on board the VTille de Paris f.

• Vide Naval Chronicle, Vol. I, page 388.

t The fate of tliis ill-starred Ship has never beea precisely ascertained. Tho

general opinion is, that she, as well as the Glorieui, foundered on her passage to

Europe. This opinion is corroborated by the following circumstance A sea

man, of the name of Wilson, who was picked up by a Daue, noaUng on a ptK*
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Mr. Thesiger continued with liis friend, Sir Charles Douglas,

who, for some time, retained his post as Captain of the fleet,

under the command of Admiral Pigot, the successor of Lord

Rodney*. He afterwards accompanied him to America, where

of wreck, said that he had belonged to the Ville de Paris ; and that, when she

-foundered, he had clung to the piece of wreck. He was so overcome with terror,

that he could not recollect any thing farther, excepting that he had seen the

Glorieux go down on the day preceding that on which the Ville de Paris

ptTuthed.

• Sir Charles Douglas was a gentleman of Scotch extraction, and having been

an Officer in the Dutch service in the early part of his life, he is said to have

experienced some difficulty in obtaining his rank in the British Navy. He was

made Lieutenant on the 4th of December, 1753; Commander on the 24th of

February, 1769; and Post Captain, in the Syren, of 20 guns, on the 13lh of

March, 17G1. In this Ship he served, first on the West India station, whence

lie parsed over to North America ; and afterwards, under the orders of Lord

Colville, he proceeded to Newfoundland, for the purpose of dislodging the

French squadron tinder the Chevalier de Ternay, which had attacked that settle

ment. Captain Douglas, with great diligence, attended the transports, and

covered the landing of the troops on this occasion. In 1767 lie was appointed to

the Emerald Frigate, employed as a cruiser, in which he remained for three years.

In 1770, he was appointed to the St. Albans, of €4 guns, one of the Ships which

were commissioned under the apprehension of a rupture with Spaiu, and after,

wards employed as a Guard-ship. In this Ship he also remained three years.

In 1775, he hoisted his broad pendant, as Commodore, on board the Isis, of 50

guos; on the 11th of March, 1776, he sailed from England, for Quebec; on the.

11th of April he made the Island of St. Pierre; and after having, with incredible^

difficulty, forced his Ship for the space of nearly 60 leagues through large fieldf

of thick ice, he arrived off the Island of Anticosti on the 21st, and entered the

River St. Lawrence the same evening. Using every possible endeavour to get

up to Quebec, which was then closely besieged by the North American army, he

reached l'lsle aux Coudrcs on the 3d of May, and came safe to an anchor in the

bason of Quebec on the 6th of the same month ; when the siege was immediately

raised, and the American army driven up the river in the greatest confusion.

The Commodore continued on the same station, as long as the season would

permit, to direct the establishment of a flotilla to be employed on the lake ; and

on his return to England, at the close of the year, he was presented with a

baronetcy, as a reward for his services. In 1777 Sir Charles was appointed to tlie

Stirling Castle, of 64 guns, and was engaged in the action oft' Ushant, on the 27th

of July. After this he was promoted to the Duke, of 93 guru, and continued to

be employed in the Channel fleet till the end of 1781, when he was appouited

first Captain ol Sir George B. Rodney's Flag-ship, the Formidable, on the West

India station. In the engagements with the Count de Grasse, on the 9th and

ISth of April, 1782, he distinguished himself in the most conspicuous niauner ;

as is evident from the following compliment paid to him by Admiral Rodney, in

his official dispatches :—" My own Captain, Sir Charles Douglas, merits every

thing I can possibly say : his unremitted diligence, and activity, greatly eased cue
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Sir Charles, as Commodore, was invested with the chief com

mand. Having remained there until the peace of 1783, he then

returned to Englaud.

Great Britain, after a long, destructive, and unpopular war,

was now at peace with all the world ; but it was not long before

another field of honour and glory opened to his view, and pre

sented to Mr. Thesiger a fair prospect of obtaining renown.

In the year 1788, hostilities having commenced between Russia

and Sweden*, each of the contending powers was exceedingly

anxious to obtain naval fame and superiority ; and, to facilitate

the accomplishment of their wishes, they held out, through the

medium of their respective Ambassadors at the British Court,

very high inducements to such of our naval Officers as had dis

tinguished themselves, to join the hostile fleets. This temporary

exchange of service being permitted by the British Government,

Mr. Thesiger devoted his exertions to the support of the Russian

flag, under the ambitious, but munificent Catherine. About the

same period, or rather before, the brave Sir William Sidney

Smith entered into the service of Swedeuf; and, in the adverse

fleets, these two Officers had various opportunities of displaying

their native valour and skill.

in the unavoidable fatigue of the day."—In October 1783, shortly after S5r

Charles's return to England, he sailed lor Nova Scotia, as an established Com

modore, and Commander in Chief on that station, in the Assistance, of 50 guns.

He returned to England in 1786; and in September 1787, he was promoted to

be Rear-Admiral of the Blue. In January 178'.', he is said to have been re

appointed to the North American command ; but his death, which took place bv

an apoplectic fit, at Edinburgh, in the month of February, prevented him from

proceeding to sea.

Sir Charles Douglas had a particular taste for mechanical pursuits; and the

locks which were introduced into the Navy, as substitutes for matcbo, by the

advice of General Desaguliers, were revived and improved by him, who caused

them to be applied, according to an invention of his own, to all the cannon in

the Docks.—The following laconic, but truly honourable character, was given of

Sir Charles Douglas, in some of the periodical publications, just after his death:—

" He was a very good, a very brave, and a very honest man."

• A desperate and bloody battle was fought between the Russian and Swedish,

fleets, on the 17th of July, in the Gulf of Finland.

t Vide Navai Chboniclf, Vol. IV, page 447,
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Lord Rodney, as will appear from the subjoined letter of his

to the Russian Ambassador, exerted himself in the most friendly

and flattering manner on this occasion for Mr. Thesiger :—

London, 310th April, 1789.

YOUR Excellency will pardon me for troubling you ; but as it

k at the request of a very gallant Officer, Captain Thesiger, who

has remarkably done his duty to his King and Country, and was

one of my Aides-du-camp on the memorable day of the 12th of

April, 1782, and is now anxious to offer his services to Her

Imperial Majesty of all the Russias, I beg leave to recommend

him to your Excellency's protection, and to assure you that I look

upon him in the light of an excellent and gallant Officer ; and I am

convinced that he will do honour to any command that may be

conferred upon him.

I beg leave to assure your Excellency, that I have the honour

to be, with the highest respect, your Excellency's most obedient

and most humble servant,

RODNEY.

A testimony so honourable, from so distinguished a character

as Loid Rodney, could not fail of operating in a manner highly

favourable to the interests of Captain Thesiger. The Russian

Ambassador accordingly promised him the command of a 74-

gun Ship as soon as he should arrive in Russia, and immediately

presented him with a liberal sum in advance, to defray his

travelling expenses ; requesting at the same time, that he would

Jake the most expeditious method of passing to Cronstadt,

where a fleet was preparing for sea, in order to attack the

Swedes.

Captain Thesiger fortunately arrived at Cronstadt just as the

fleet was on the point of sailing ; and, having joined the Ship

that he had been appointed to, and which was ready for him,

he proceeded to sea in quest of the Swedish squadron.

During the cruise, the Russians succeeded in coming up

jvith the enemy, and a desperate engagement ensued, in which

the fleet of Catherine proved triumphant. The Swedish

Admiral, on board the Gustavus, struck his colours to Captain

Thesiger j and, as a reward for his distinguished skill and bra
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wy, the command of the prize was afterwards conferred upon

the gallant captor.

When the Russian fleet returned into port to refit, the

Empress complimented those Officers who had most distin

guished themselves, by bestowing on them titles, orders, &c.

On Captain Thesiger she conferred the Order of Merit, the

ensign of which is a gold sword, with Russian characters,

allusive to gallantry and courage, engraven on it.

In the following year, 1790, the Russian and Swedish fleets

were again repeatedly engaged ; victory sometimes declaring for

one, and sometimes for the other. The action in which Cap

tain Thesiger had the chief opportunity of distinguishing him

self, took place in the month of June; and, in its issue, proved

dreadfully destructive to the Swedish marine. When the

Russians bore down to attack the Swedes, the latter made sail,

after a short resistance, for the purpose of taking shelter between

the Island of Bourholm and the main land, the entrance to which

channel was defended by shoals and formidable batteries. As the

Russians could not follow them, the outlet was ordered to be

defended by six Ships of the line, five of which were commanded

by Englishmen. The situation of the Swedes was now extremely

critical. In addition to a scarcity of ammunition, and a want of

provisions, they were fearful that the Russians might send in

Eire-ships and endeavour to destroy them. After submitting" to

this alarming blockade for some days, they determined, by a

bold push, to attempt a passage through the opposing squadron.

To effect this, they had to sustain the fire of the six Russian

Ships of the line, which were blockading the entrance of the

channel ; and, afterwards, to engage the whole of the Russian

line, which, at some distance, was drawn up along the coast.

Watching, however, a favourable opportunity, when the remain

der of the Russians were considerably to leeward, they got under

weigh ; but, in endeavouring to pass the blockading Ships, a

dreadful conflict ensued. The result of the action was, tliat tlie

Swedes lost nine Ships of the line, three Frigates, and upwards

of twenty Gallies. Some of these were captured, and others



driven and wrecked upon the rocks. Those which escaped

into the nearest Swedish ports were in so shattered a state,

as to be for a long time unfit for service. The Russians, a*

may be supposed, also suffered very considerably ; and, after

the battle, one of their Ships of the line sunk. The car

nage was dreadful on both sides ; but the English Officers who

were engaged in the Russian service were particularly unfor

tunate. Out of six English Captains who commanded in the

action, Captain Thesiger, we believe, was the only one who

survived. The Captains Denison and Trevenon * were killed ;

Captain Marshal, in gallantly attempting to board one of the

Swedish Ships, fell into the sea and was drowned ; and Cap

tains Aikin and Miller were mortally wounded. It was in this

action that Sir Sidney Smith served as a volunteer on board a

Yacht belonging to the King of Sweden, who fought in person ;

and, for his skilful manoeuvre in retreating with the Galley-fleet,

by which he prevented the Swedish Monarch from being taken

prisoner, and for other services, he was complimented with the

Grand Cross of the Swedish Order of the Sword.

Both Powers we believe were tired of the contest, and the

peace of Reichenbasch speedily followed this victory of the

Russians.

The Great Catherine was never remiss in bestowing favours

and rewards on those who deserved them : it is not therefore to

be expected that, on this important occasion, she neglected to

bestow some token of her royal pleasure on Captain Thesiger.

None better than herself knew the mode of enhancing the value

of a favour ; and in return for the exertion, valour, and skill,

displayed by our Officer on the memorable day of victory, she

conferred upon him the Order of St. George, accompanying

the insignia thereof with the following letter, signed by her

own hand, of which we have given a fact simile :—

* Thil gentleman was a Lieutenant in the British Navy, and had served as a

Midshipman under Captain Cook, on his last voynge to the South Seas. 1IU

character, both in public and private life, «tood high in estimation.
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(TRANSLATED COPY.)

To the Captain of our Fleet (Thesiger.)

YOUR zealous service, ability, and valour, displayed during

the action of the 22d June, against the fleet of the line and to*

Gallies of Sweden, where you bravely opposed the enemy, advancing

in superior force, and animating and encouraging your subordi

nates by your own meritorious example, contributed to the

brilliancy of the victory obtained over the enemy, which" renders

you worthy of bearing our military Order of St George the

Martyr and Conqueror, according to its statutes. We therefor*

most graciously bestow upon you the order of the fourth cJass,

and sending herewith its ensigns, authorize you to put them on,

and to wear them in the lawful manner. Wc are besides per

suaded, that you having received this encouragement, will still

persevere to the continuance of your zeal to deserve our Imperial

favour.

Given under our hand at Sarsko Zello,

on the 8th day ofJuly, 0. S., 1790.

PETEn Zavodoosev.
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In 1/96, when a Russian squadron came over to the Downs,

for the purpose of cooperating with the British fleet under the

late Admiral Duncan*, Sir Ewwcin -Thesiger was one of the

Captains selected on the occasion. The service in which this

combined force was employed, was chfcfly that of cruising off

the coast of Holland, and of blockading the Texel.

, Sir .W'lnffig remained in this country till the return of the

Russian fleet. On the death, however, of the Empress Cathe

rine f, the Russian service, from the puerile and capricious

orders that were given, and from the new regulations that were

made in the Navy, by Paul I, became exceedingly irksome and

disagreeable to him. Through the medium of his friends in

England, Sir Francis Thesiger therefore commenced 1P nego- *

ciation with the First Lord of the Admiralty; and, 'on a pro

mise of being promoted by degrees to an equal rank to that

which he held under the Emperor Paul, he resolved on an

immediate return to the service of his native Country. He

accordingly sent in his resignation to the Russian Admiralty, and

solicited a passport to return to England; but Paul, though

attached rather to the French than to the English, was fully

aware of the superiority of the latter in every thing which

related to naval affairs, and was therefore anxious to retain him

in his service. With this view, he made every effort to induce

his continuance in Russia; and, among a variety of brilliant

offers, promised immediately to make him an Admiral. Sir

Frameia, however, firm in his determination to return to England,

and anxious to signalize himself in the service of his native

Country, resisted the temptation. Paul was so irritated at his

refusal, that, with a degree of injustice highly disgraceful to a

Monarch, he detained him at St. Petersburgh, out of employ

ment and pay, upwards of twelve months, before he permitted

him to receive his passport. This he no sooner obtained, than

he joyfully quitted a service which he loathed, for one that his

heart panted after. But he paid dearly for his resolution, as he

• Vide Naval. Chronicle, Vol. IV, page 96.

t This event took place on the lOih of November,.1797.

«a&. eTbton. ffloI.XIV. mum
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was under the necessity of leaving the Russian dominions, with

out receiving any of his prize-money, or other pecuniary rewards

to which his services had entitled him. He came away with

merely his Orders of Knighthood, the only ostensible proofs that

he had merited and olKained such marks of favour from the

Empress Catherine.

We have not heard whether Captain Thesiger ever applied '

to the present government of Russiaon the subject. If he did,

his application was most probably successful ; as, from the

known partiality of the Emperor Alexander towards the English,

it is not likely that any demand from a British subject, founded

justice, would be resisted*.

Sir Bwweif Thesiger fortunately arrived in England at a

moment when his services proved highly acceptable. It was

just at the time when the Northern Confederacy began to be

formed; and, as he was intimately acquainted with the state of

the Russian Navy, with the navigation of the Baltic, and with

other matters of importance, which his residence in the northern

ports had given him an opportunity of noticing, he was frequently

honoured by conferences .with Earl Spencer, who was then at

the head of the Admiralty.

On its being finally determined by this Country to attack,

and to endeavour to break the chain of the northern league,

which had been formed for the purpose of subverting the naval

superiority and commercial greatness of Britain, which bad

been sanctioned by ages, it became necessary to employ such

• The general inference thai must be drawn from the capricious, and apparently

unjust conduct of the Emperor Paul, in a variety of instances which might be

adduce d, is—that he w as insane. The celebrated Oerimin writer, Kotzebue, wbo

Appears to have been intimately acquainted with his character, observes, however,

thut he was '* a man, whose faults may be attributed, in a great measure, to the

nature of his education, to the extraordinary events which distinguish the period

of his reign, and to the character of the people who surrounded him ! A man

who might often have been mistaken, with regard to the meatu he employed to de-

good, but whose invariable aim wus to be good and just ; who scattered innu

merable benefits around him, yet saw nuthmg but noxious plants spring up, whose

blossoms pleased his eye, while their poisonous vapour tarnUhed and destroyed

him."—The same writer says, that he should fill a volume, were he to brin° for

ward all the domestic incidents in which the Emperor Paul proved himself to be

a, tender husband and a goodfatltcr.

, m

!)UWv
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Officers as, from their bravery and local knowledge, were likely

to be peculiarly serviceable. Lord Spencer, therefore, with

that promptitude, discernment, and decision, which uniformly

, distinguished his administration of naval affairs, fixed upon Sir

1gtl>CfL Wanr'n Tbesiger as a proper person to act in a conspieuoug

situation on board the fleet which was preparing to effect this

great national purpose. Sir Fi'tmeie was then acting in the <

subordinate capacity of a Lieutenant on board the Excellent.

His Lordship sent for him; and, having promoted him to the

rank of Commander, introduced hiin, in the most flattering

manner, as such, to Sir Hyde Parker, and Lord Nelson.

An honour now awaited him, to which we have alluded at the

commencement of this memoir. Iu the memorable attack on

the line of defence before Copenhagen, where the illustrious

Nelson " covered himself with glory *," he was one of his Lord

ship's Aides-du-camp; and, during the tremendous fire from the

Crown Battery, he nobly volunteered his services to proceed

with the thui of truce to the Prince Royal of Denmark, a

measure which produced a cessation of firing, and led to a , /

truce. In this act, the undaunted bravery of Sir Fwnicit, shone 'Iri/atS1^

eminently conspicuous. Entering fully into the feelings and

views of his noble Chief and Commander, and perceiving how

importantly necessary it was to reach the shore with as little

delay as possible, instead of taking a circuitous route, which

would have occupied the greater part of an hour, and in pur

suing which he would have been out of the reach of the Danish

fire, he rushed impetuously forward, encouraging his men to

persevere through the cloud of smoke and the heavy fire which

prevailed—the flag of truce not being either seen or respected

—and lauded safely at Copenhagen, without the least injury to

himself or any of his boat's crew. Hie Crown Prince imme

diately acquiescing with the terms proposed by Lord Nelson,

viio/l- rent off with Sir Fwincin » flag in return, and instantly gave

* We have heard it mentioned, that, when Lord Nelson was informed of the

Commander in Chief having made a^igual to discontinue the action, he replied :-<-

" You know that I can see but with one eve, and I must keep that upon tit*

•ncmy*'*
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orders for the firing to cease in every direction. As many of

the batteries, however, yfere at a considerable distance from the

capital, Captain Thesiger had got half way back to the British

fleet before the orders could be thoroughly attended to ; and,

before he joined his Ship, several of our fleet had grounded.

These circumstances evince the merit which he possessed, in

braving all danger to reach the shore in the quickest manner

that was possible ; for, had he proceeded by the circuitous and

safe way, the situation of the English Ships might have been

perceived, before he could have landed, and the consequences

might have been incalculably fatal to the interests of this Coun

try. A portion of public praise and gratitude is therefore due

to Captain Thesiger, for having so fully performed his duty on

that ever-memorable day ; and for so nobly seconding the views

of the hero who achieved the victory *.

After the truce, as we have stated inour Addenda to the Life of

Lord Nelson, page 399, the British fleet proceeded up the

Baltic, with the view of compelling the Russians and Swedes to

• The variation of the accounts of the reception which Lord Nelson experienced

on going ashore at Copenhagen is worthy of notice. According to the statements

■which have been generally accredited in this country, his Lordship was received

by the brave and generous Danes with the louilest and most general acclamations,

and was treated by the Crown Prince with every mark of respect Mr. Carr, in

his Northern Summer, says :—" Upon his (Lord Nelson's) arrival at the quay, he

found a carriage that had been sent for him by Mr. D., a merchant of great respec

tability, the confusion being too groat to enable the Prince to send one of the

royal carriages : in theformer the gallant Admiral proceeded to the palace in the

Octagon, through crowds of people, whosefury was rising. tofrenzy, and amongst

WHOM HIS PERSON WAS IN MORE IM M I N ENT D AN O KR TH A N EVEN FROM THE

cannon of the BLOCK-SHIPS; but nothing could shake the soul of such a ma*.

Arrived at the palace in the Octagon, he calmly descendedfrom the carriage amidst

the murmurs and groom of the enraged concourse, which not even the pretence of the

Danish Officers who accompanied him could restrain."—The intelligent author of

" A Tiwr in Zealandt," who is a native of Denmark, says:—" On his landing, he

was received by the people neither with acclamations nor with murmurs; they did

not degrade themselves with Ihc former, nor disgrace themselves with the latter.

The Admiral was received as one brave cr.tiny ought ever to receive another—

he was received with respect. A carriage was provided for his Lordship, which,

he however declined, and walked amidst an immense crowd or persons,

anxious to CATr-H a OLIHPBE of the British Hf.ro, to the palace of the

Prince Hoyal."—We cannot help thinking that Mr. Clrr's account is the letst,

probable of the three.

t Vide Naval Chronicle, Vol. XIII, page 463,
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*he same submission as had been extorted from the Danes, who

had severely suffered for their temerity. The premature death,

however, of the Emperor Paul, who fell a victim to his ill-

advised system of politics, superseded the necessity of compul-

satory measures; a negociation was commenced, which ulti

mately led to a general pacification.

On its passage towards Revel, in going through the intricate

and narrow channel called the Grounds, between the Islands of

Arnag and Saltholm, our fleet was exposed to considerable

danger, several of the larger Ships often touching the ground.

This proceeded from the circumstance of there not being a

sufficient number of pilots to carry the Ships through with

safety, and from the flags, or buoys, pointing out the channel,

having been all removed. In diis emergency, Sir Iwino'n»

Thesiger, from his known intimacy with the navigation of the

place, was requested to take charge of Admiral Graves's Ship,

which request he complied with, and led the division till the

whole squadron anchored in safety.

Immediately afterwards, in consequence of his understanding

the language of the country, he was sent on shore by Lord

kelson to negociate for the supply of fresh provisions for the

daily consumption of the fleet. This service he also had the

pleasure of accomplishing to the perfect satisfaction of his

employer.

It will be recollected that, when the negociation, which led

to a restoration of peace with the northern Powers, had made

■considerable progress, Sir Hyde Parker resigned the command

of the fleet to Lord Nelson; from whom, when the nego

ciation was nearly concluded, it shortly after devolved upon

Sir C. M. Pole. Captain Thesiger remained with the fleet

until after the latter Officer had assumed the command ; when,

being honoured as the bearer of some of Sir Charles's dis

patches for England, he returned, and, on his arrival, was most

flatteringly received by Earl St. Vincent and the Admiralty Board.

Shortly afterwards, he had the satisfaction of being made

a Post Captain in the British Navy; a rank to which he had

ajways fondly aspired.
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Having attained the same height of command in the English

service, which he had formerly sustained in the Kussian Navy,

he now obtained His Majesty's gracious permission to assume

the rank of knighthood, and to wear the Order of St. George,

which had been conferred upon him, for his meritorious con

duct while in her service, by Catherine the Great, Empress of

all the Russias. ^t^U^c^U

At the commencement of the present war, Sir Fmnti* The

siger was, through the interest of his particular friend, Sir

Thomas Troubridge, then one of the Lords of the Admiralty,

appointed British Agent for prisoners of war at Portsmouth.

He is reported to have filled this office with all that philanthro

py and urbanity which ever marked his conduct, and rendered

the chains of captivity as little galling as the nature of circum

stances would possibly admit. To some of Madame Buona

parte's very near relations, who were captured on their way

from Martinique to the court of their august and Imperial

relative, he displayed the greatest civility and kindness ; and

they appeared so grateful for his attentions and friendly solici

tude for their comfort, that, on being permitted to proceed to

France, they waited upon him, though confined to his bed by

illness, to take their leave, and to know what it was possible for

them to do, to evince their gratitude for his goodness, in^

meliorating the distresses of their imprisonment. Sir K—ta

Thesiger merely requested that they would deliver a letter to

his friend, the Itev. Mr. Bentiuck, a traveller, who was detained

by Buonaparte in France ; and intercede with that Potentate,

that he might be permitted to return to his native country.

The English reader will not be astonished to learn, that, with

true French forgetfulness of favours received, the letter zrat

never delivered, and that the unfortunate gentleman, to whom it

was addressed, died in confinement;—a confinement which

had been inflicted in defiance of the usages of all civilized nations.

Sir Fwmtiu Thesiger continued to fill the office of Agent for

prisoners of war at Portsmouth till the time of his death, which

took place on the 26th of August, 180j.. On this melancholy

occasion, his Country had to lament the loss of a brave and
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*

meritorious Officer. His friends and family also sustained an

irreparable loss by his death ; and the poor in his neighbour

hood, to whom he had ever been a kind and benevolent patron,

had to mourn over the ashes of an indulgent contributor to their

wants and comforts.

i' Sir Ehhwm Thesiger had passed a life of toil, of danger, and

of honour. He had been present at eighteen different engage

ments, in all of which he distinguished himself by cool intre

pidity and great professional skill ; and had the good fortune to

escape through the whole of them without sustaining any other

injury than a few scratches and bruises, occasioned by the stroke

of splinters. At length, after having signalised himself by a

variety of successes, in the service of two great nations, unlike

his friend, the departed hero of Trafalgar, he breathed his last

on British ground !

il May the turf lie light upon his breast!"

NAVAL ANECDOTES,

COMMERCIAL HINTS, RECOLLECTIONS, &e.

NANTES IN OCROITI VA8TO.

INTERESTING ANECDOTES RELATING TO THE BATTLE

OF TRAFALGAR.

(From the Gibraltar Chronicle of Kovcmicr the 9th.)

TT appears, from every account which has been received from

■* the Spanish Officers, who have been taken prisoners, that Admiral

Villeneuve certainly sailed from Cadiz with a determination of

giving battle to the English fleet. There is, however, the strongest

reason to believe, that this measure was contrary both to the views

and instructions of Buonaparte, whose intentions were, that the

combined fleet should proceed from Cadiz to Toulon, forming a

junction with the Carthagena squadron in their way, that he might,

by these means, have the greatest part of the Spanish Navy in a

French port, and immediately in his power, in case any reverse of

fortune might tempt the Spanish Government to seize a favourable

opportunity to throw off the galling yoke he has imposed upon it.

But Villeneuve seems to have been impelled by motives of personal

resentment, and wounded honour, to act in opposition to the
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wishes of his Master. He had been deeply stung by a sevet*

remark in 'the Moniteur, upon what the conduct of the French

fleet would be, if commanded by a man of abilities ; the Spaniards

had also openly upbraided him with not supporting them in the

action ofF Cape Finisterre ; Buonapirte, he likewise knew, had

publicly spoken of him in the most sarcastic manner ; and to com

plete his misfortunes, he had received private intelligence, that

Admiral Rosily was ordered from Paris to supersede him in th«

command of the combined fleets at Cadiz. Under such circum

stances, he naturally felt, that even a defeat could add but little to

his disgrace; whilst on the contrary, a victory over a British fleet,

commanded by the first Hero of the age, would wipe off every

supposed stain on his character, and cover him with immortal

honour. Thus situated, he resolved to put to sea before Admiral

Rosily could arrive, in spite of every remonstrance of Admiral

Gravina and other Spanish Officers of rank, who vainly attempted

to dissuade him from his design of giving battle to the British fleet,

which they foresaw would be attended with the most disastrous

consequences. Villeneuve, however, was immovable ; and the

intelligence he had received of Admiral Louis, and six sail of the

line being then absent from the fleet, induced him to believe that

Lord Nelson had only twenty-one sail of the line along with him,

as he was ignorant of the reinforcement which had arrived from

England, owing to the great distance at which the British fleet

kept from Cadiz. On this supposition, Villeneuve's original dis

position of his fleet is generally allowed to have been extremely

judicious—Twenty-one of his Ships were to be drawn up in the

usual line of battle, to receive the first attack of the British fleet,

whilst twelve of his select Ships, forming a body of reserve to

windward, were to bear down, and to double upon the British

line, after the action had commenced, and thus to place it between

two fires. Every other precaution was also taken that was thought

most likely to insure success. Ten thousand of their choicest

troops were distributed throughout the fleet ; the French Ships

were furnished with every species of fire-balls and combustibles to

throw on board the English Ships, in hopes of being able either to

burn them, or to produce such confusion as might greatly facilitate

their design of boarding, where an opportunity offered ; and several

of the Ships were repeatedly set on fire, and many of our seamen

were dreadfully scorched, from this unusual mode of warfare.

British skill and intrepidity were, however, completely triumphant

over every obstacle that was opposed to them : and notwithstancU
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Wig the enemy in general, and particularly the Spaniards, fought

with great obstinacy, it is the opinion of the ablest Officers in the

fleet, that had there been a little more wind during the action, to

have enabled the rear of our fleet to have come up in proper time,

hardly a Ship of the enemy would have escaped.

The French Admiral, on seeing our fleet so much stronger than

he expected, abandoned his original plan, and formed the whole of

his Ships into one line, firmly waiting the attack of the British,

■which was conducted in a manner so bold and unexpected, as to

throw them into the greatest confusion. The Royal Sovereign,

"Vice-Admiral Collingwood, in particular, which first broke through

the enemy's line, excited the general admiration of both fleets.

The bravery of our seamen has never been doubted; but the

uncommon success and marked superiority which they displayed

over the enemy on this glorious d:iy, are chiefly to be attnujted to

that cool intrepidity and discipline which prevailed throughout

the fleet in a high degree: a very remarkable proof of which is,

that we have not heard of any one accident having happened on

board any of our Ships from hurry or carelessness, during the

■whole of the engagement.

We do not recollect any general action, where so many of our

Ships ran on board those of the enemy ; no less than live of the

Frencn captured Ships were engaged so closely, that tiie muzzles

of our lower-deck guns touched those of the enemy ; and it is

■worthy of remark., that in every instance where this occurred, the

Frenchmen immediately lowered their ports and deserted their

guns on that deck, whilst our seamen, on the contrary, were

deliberately loading and firing their guns with two, and often

with three round shot, which soon reduced the enemy's Ships to a

perfect wreck.

The dreadful slaughter on board, and the shattered condition of

all the captured Ships, whilst it shows with what obstinacy Ihs

enemy in general fought, is a convincing proof of the decided supe

riority our seamen possess over the enemy in close action.

It seems to be generally allowed, that the French fired with

more vivacity at the commencement of the action than the Spa

niards ; but that the Spaniards showed more firmness and courage

to the end than the French. Amongst the Spanish Ships, the

Argonauta and Bahama were defended to the last extremity, each

of them having about 400 men killed or wounded. The San Juan

Nupomucena was also fought with the utmost gallantry, till her

Captain and 350 of her crew were killed or wounded.

X2at>. eTbion. dol.X IV. » n n
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The Prince d'Asturias and Santa Anna both likewise shewed

great bravery in the action.

However disastrous this victory may have proved to the Spanish

Navy, the national character of that country has risen greatly in

our estimation even by their defeat. As enemies, though van

quished, their gallantry commands the highest respect ; and the

humanity with which every English sailor, that fell into their hands,

was treated, exceeds all praise. They refused to* consider as pri

soners of war such of our Officers and men as were driven on their

coast in the captured Ships by the violence of the storm ; every

exertion was made from the shore to save their lives, and the Spa

nish soldiers were turned out of their beds to accommodate our

shipwrecked seamen, who experienced every mark of kindness and

attention that a generous enemy could bestow.

The behaviour of the French, on the contrary, in several

instances, both during and after the engagement, forms so melan

choly a contrast to the bravery and humanity of the Spaniards,

that, as we have felt it our duty to render the latter that applause,

-which their conduct so truly entitles them to,,we think it equally

an act of justice to record, with impartiality, the baseness of the

French, both to their allies and foes.

■ It has been stated as an extraordinary and almost incredible

fact, that three French Ships, under a Rcar-Admiral, who had

no share in the action, did in their flight fire for some time

upon the Santissima Trinidada, and others of the Spanish prizes,

after they had struck their colours to the English. We now

find, from the concurring testimony of several Spanish Officers of

rank, who were on board the Ships to which we have alluded, that

Rear-Admiral Dumanoir was the person who led on his division to

the perpetration of this bloody deed, so worthy the days of

Robespierre, by which several hundreds of .the Spaniards were

killed and wounded.

We believe that Dumanoir (whose fate is as yet, however,

uncertain,) is the only French Admiral that can have escaped to

tell the tidings of that fatal day ; and we have no doubt but that,

in his relation of the battle, of which he prudently chose to be a

distant spectator, he will enlarge with peculiar satisfaction on the

uncommon exertions, which he undoubtedly made, to sink or

destroy the Spanish Ships after they had surrendered to th»

English.

We have already stated, that all tho English sailors, on board of

the Spanish prizes, which fell into the hands of the Spaniards, we»
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treated with the utmost humanity, and not considered as prisoners.

How widely different the conduct of the. French was, the following

will show :—

On the surrender of (he Bucentaure, an Officer and a hundred

men were sent to take possession of her, who conducted themselves

with that moderation and forbearance to a vanquished enemy which

is characteristic of Britons. The violent storm, which so soon

followed the engagement, prevented the removal of the prisoners,

and drove the Bucentaure towards Cadiz, when the Frenchmen,

from their superior numbers, were easily enabled to take possession

of the Ship and carry her into the harbour, where, however, she

was stranded, and completely wrecked. The crew, and the party

of Englishmen, were taken off the wreck by the boats of one of

the French Frigates in the harbour, and carried on board of the

Vessel, where, will it be believed? the infamous and cowardly

crew of the Friga'e, when they saw some of the gallant conquerors

of their Admiral and his fleet completely in their power, unarmed,

and exhausted with fatigue and shipwreck, and incapable of resist

ance; in this situation, did these dastardly Frenchmen, in revenge

for the defeat they had sustained, assault and treat with the utmost

cruelty, and-with every species of insult and inhumanity, many of

the unfortunate and defenceless English prisoners, whom the fury

of the elements, and not- the fate of battle, had thus subjected to

their power. t

We sincerely hope that the Officers and crew of the Frigate, who

allowed or committed this detestable act, will not escape with

impunity; in the mean time it gives us real satisfaction to find; that

orders are given, that no more of the French prisoners, now in

our possession, shall be permitted to return to Spain upon their

parole, but they arc to be sent to England by the first opportunity.

All the Spanish prisoners, on the contrary, who have been

brought to this place, to the amount of upwards of three thousand,

have been sent back to Spain, except one wounded Officer, now iu

the Naval Hospital, who earnestly requested to be allowed to

remain under the care of the English Surgeons, till his wounds

were cured*.

We have also the pleasure to Icarn, that the Spaniards, since

their return to Spain, have universally expressed the liveliest sense

* It is proper to acknowledge here, that General Castanos, Commander in

Chief of the. camp before the garrison, and M. Abadia, Spanish Agent for [he

exchange of prisoners, have omitted no exertions cf theirs to facilitate the gen

rous intentions of the English Admiral.
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of gratitude for the gsnerosity and humanity they invariably

experienced whilst they were prisoners on board of the different

English men of war, where it seemed to be the study of their con

querors to make them forget their misfortunes.

Indeed, our Navy will deserve this tribute of applause from their

enemies; upwards of a hundred of our gallant seamen have

perished, during the gale of wind after the action, in their generous

efforts to save the prisoners out of the different prizes. To record

the numerous and singular exertions that were made on this

occasion, by all the Ships of the fleet, would far exceed the limits

prescribed to us; we cannot, however, pass over in silence the

heroic conduct of Captain Malcolm, and his Ship's company, in the

Donnegal, who, at the imminent hazard of being totally lost, res

cued hundreds of the enemy from a watery grave.

Two instances of the noble humanity, sliomi b_y this Ship, we

shall mention:—During the violence of the gale, when, she was

Tiding at anchor near the Berwick, then in possession of the

English, some of the French prisoners, on board of the priz.e, in a

fit of madness, or desperation, cut the cables of the Berwick, by

which means she immediately drove towards the dangerous shoals

of St. Lucar, then to leeward, where there was hardly a chance of

a man being saved. In this situation, Captain Malcolm, without

hesitation, ordered the cables of the Donnegal to be instantly cut,

and stood after the Berwick, to which he dispatched his boats

with orders first to save all the wounded Frenchmen, betore they

brought off any of the English, which order was most punctually

complied with; the English were next removed, but, before the

boats could return, the Berwick struck upon the shoals, and every

soul on board perished, to the number of three hundred.

The wounded Frenchmen, who were thus saved, were supplied

with the cots and bedding which had been prepared for our own

sick and wounded : and, after being treated with every kindness

and mark of attention, they were sent into Cadiz by a flag of truce,

with all the cots and bedding in which they had been placed,

that they might suffer as little pain or inconvenience as possible in

their removal.

The other instance we shall notice was as follows :—On the

26th of October, whilst the Donnegal was at anchor oil' Cadiz, in

a violent gale of wind, with upwards of COO prisoners then on

deck, an unfortunate Spanish prisoner fell overboard. Notwith

standing the sea was then running so high that they had not ven

tured to hoist out a boat for twelve hours before, two seamen
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belonging to the Donnegal immediately jumped overboard after

him, in hopes of saving his life, to the admiration of the Spaniards,

who wire lost in astonishment at so daring an act. The poor

man, however, sunk and was drowned, just as one of the English

seamen had nearly hold of him; a boat was immediately lowered,

and fortunately the two gallant fellows were got on board safe.

The English Officers who have returned from Cadiz, state, that

the account of Lord Nelson's death was received there with

extreme sorrow and regret by the Spaniards, and that some of them

were even observed to shed tears on the occasion. They said,

" that though he had been the ruin of their Navy, yet they could

not help lamenting his fall, as being the most generous enemy, and

Jhe greatest Commander of the age ! "

VICTORY OF TRAFALGAR.

ACCOUNT OF TUE LATE GLORIOUS ACTION OF THE 2l3t OCTOBER,

OFF TRAFALGAR.

falract of a Lrttcr from an Officer on board of His Majesty's Ship Euryalus, to hit

Friend in Plymouth Dock,

THERE is much praise due to the Captain of the Euryalui,

Hon. Captain Blackwood, for his alertness in watching the motions

of the enemy : and I could almost say, if the British Navy had been

picked, an Officer more bold and prompt could scarce have been

singled out for this purpose. We continued all night a very little

to windward Oi" the enemy, observing their motions, and making

the necessary signals, to show their position to Lord Nelson; their

stern-lights at one time (previous to their wearing) exactly resem

bling a street well lighted by lamps ; our Ship was, of course, still

preserving her former station.

On Monday, the 21st of October, at day-light, we were exactly

amid-ships of the English and combined fleets. We took our sta

tion on the Victory's larboard quarter to repeat signals. Very

little wind at this time, by which the British fleet were much

scattered, and some of our line-of-battlc Ships sailing faster than

others, prevented our fleet from falling in with the enemy in that

firm, compact order that is peculiar to our nation. The enemy

were formed in one line, from N.N.E. to S.S.E., Cape Trafalgar

then bearing S.E. and E. half E., nearly nineteen or twenty miles.

The British fleet formed, as well as the lightness of the wind would

permit, iu two lines, bearing down on the enemy.
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At eleven Lord Nelson made this telegraphic message to tke

fleet :—" I intend to push or go through the rear of the enemy's

line, to prevent them getting into Cadiz.

You will easily judge what an effect this emphatic message from

Lord Nelson (conveyed by telegraph to the fleet) must hare hart

on each individual—" England expects every man will do his duty."

How cheerfully Englishmen did their duty, the issue of the battle

fully shows.

The Victory led the larboard, or. weather line : the Royal Sore»

reign, the 'starboard, or lee. At 15 minutes past 12, the enemy

opened their fire on the Royal Sovereign, and the Ships she was

leading into action. The British Admirals, in a few second-,

hoisted their respective flags; and the fleet, the white ensign, St.

George's Cross.—" Our antient word of courage, fair St. George,"

Admiral Collingwood commenced the fight with the enemy, about

17 minutes past 12, by an attack on, and breaking through tho

rear of the enemy's line. About 21 minutes past 12, Admiral

Nelson attacked and broke through the enemy's centre.

As I before observed, owing to the lightness of the wind, some

of our line-of-battle Ships sailing faster than others, the two

Admirals, supported by the Mars, Colossus, Neptune, Agamem

non, Prince, Tonnant, and Africa, sustained the whole of the

enemy's fire in that determined manner, and plainly foretold

which way the victory would fall ; about thirty minutes past two

nine of the enemy's Ships of the van wore round, and came down

upon the centre ; about which time the whole of our Ships cama

into action, and the battle raged most furiously. At the same time,

our signal was made by the Victory to pass within hail, we

accordingly ran down into the line, and took the Royal Sovereign

in tow (which Ship was dismasted) amidst the very hottest of the

fire. At four, the Spanish four-decker, Santissima Trinidada, the

largest Ship in Europe, struck ; at 45 minutes past four, thirteen

sail of the enemy's Ships bore up, made sail, and were closely

followed by the English. But night favouring their escape, the

pursuit was discontinued.

I have to relate a sad disaster :—Our brave Admiral (Lord Nel

son) in the very act of ordering a signal to be made for close

action, although he had live Ships upon him at this time, and a

French 80-gun Ship lashed close to the Victory on her starboard

bow, was wounded by a musket shot, by a man in the top of the

French 80-gun Ship, who was immediately shot by a Corporal of

Marines from the quarter-deck of the Victory—a poor satisfaction



COMMERCIAL BINTS, RECOLLECTIONS, &C. 463

for so inestimable a loss to his country ; but the enemy hare, and

will pay dearer for it.

Lord Nelson that day had put on those badges of honour he

had gained " in many a hard-fought battle ;" his Secretary and

Chaplain requested he would take them off (fearing, but too

justly, that his dress might expose him). His reply was, " No!

in honour I gained them; in honour I will die in them!" and

Nelson to his heroic virtue sacrificed himself. This well accord*

with the greatness of his character. What is not due to the

memory of so great a man ?

ACCOUNT OF THE PATRIOTIC FUND.

THE Committee of the Patriotic Fund, at Lloyd's Cofle«

House, was formed in the year 1803, on the renewal of hostilities

with our implacable enemy, France, for the purpose, as the

resolutions then entered into well express, of assuaging the

anguish of wounds, or palliating in some degree the more weighty

misfortune of loss of limbs—of alleviating the distresses of the

%aidoiD and orphan—of smoothing the brow of sorrow for the fall

of dearest relatives, the props of unhappy indigence or helpless

age—and of granting pecuniary rewards or honourable badges of

distinction for successful exertions of valour or merit ; and the

conviction of the propriety of the measure was so strong on the

minds of the Public, that public bodies and private individuals

immediately pressed forward to testify their approbation by sub

scriptions, as unexampled in their amount as the occasion which

called them forth was unparalleled in the annals of this country—

AN OCCASION ON WHICH WE WERE COMPELLED TO ASSKttT OUR

INDEPENDENCE LIKE RRITONS, SINGLE-HANDED AS WE WERE, OK

CROUCH BENEATH AN USURPER'S FOOTSTOOL.

Our brave defenders, backed by the energy of the country,

have taught the lesson to our boasting enemy—that Britons wilt

never submit to forfeit their dearest charter, Liberty. Those

brave defenders have claimed and received the benefits of this

Institution ; and there can be no doubt that they will ever con

tinue to claim the applause and gratitude of their country, and to

share its munificence. The amount of the first subscriptions to

this glorious Fund, was about 170,000/. in money and three per

cent, stock ; and since that time the contributions from some of

our Foreign Dependencies, and other quarters, have extended it

to near 200,000/.

Of this sum the Committee at Doyd's have expended above
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50,000/. in annuities for life, or in gratuities in money, as beff

suited their circumstances, to the widows, children, parents, or"

relatives of those who hare fallen in the service of their country,

and were dependent on them for support ; in compensations of

from 10 to 50/. for wounds, according to their nature and extent:

and in honorary rewards for distinguished actions.

Between eleven and twelve hundred cases have already shared

the benefits of the Institution ; and it ought to be generally known,

that they are not confined to the regular Navy and Army. Our

Volunteers arc likewise our defenders ; and among those cases are

Instances of that most valuable class, where widows and children

are receiving annuities on account of their husbands or parent*

having been killed even by accident, while in the discharge of (heir

public duty; and where individuals have received compensations

for wounds accidentally inflicted in similar circumstances.

To detail the effects which have been produced on our brave

fellows, by the distribution to themselves, their messmates, and

comrades in arms, of the bounty of their country, would require

volumes. Innumerable letters from all quarters, and all descrip

tions, bear testimony ,to the comforts bestowed on the widow and

helpless children, the aged parents, and unprotected female

relatives of those who have fallen ;—to the gratitude of the

wounded, which strings his arm afresh in his country's cause ;—

to patriotic enthusiasm, acquiring additional energy from the

honorary badges of distinction bestowed for illustrious actions

to the feeling common to all classes of our defenders, that in the

events of war, whatever they may be, they themselves, their

families, or relatives, will find protection and assistance from the

Patriotic Fund.

The glorious victory obtained off Trafalgar, by our eTer-to-be-

lamented hero, Lord Nelson, and that by Sir Richard Strachan,

■will, as appears by the public dispatches, present about 1300 cases

more to the notice of the Committee, and it cannot be doubted

will require a provision from the Fund to the extent of about

80,000/.

If therefore every class of our fellow subjects do not imme

diately step forward in aid of such a cause, it must be evident to

all, that the future exertions of our brave defenders must go unre

warded and unnoticed. Another such a victory, nay the conti

nuance of hostilities for twelve months, may annihilate the Fund

altogether. The mite of the widow, and the labourer, it is hoped,

will be mingled with the donations of the rich and more affluent;
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and if aiiy thing more wore requisite to stimulate us all on this

occasion, it is to be particularly observed, and is well deserving of

national notice, that the victorious survivors of the battle of Tra

falgar, and the relatives of those who have fallen on that memora

ble occasion, will suffer very deeply in the distribution of prize

money, by the destruction of the prizes having been rendered

absolutely necessary, and only four out of nineteen sail of the line

captured having been saved.

Our Naval Readers will be gratified on perusal of the follow

ing Resolutions of the Patriotic Fun d :—

Lloyd's, 3d December, 1805.

At a Special General Meeting of the Committee, held this

day,

The Right Hon. theLoRo Mayor in the Chair :

Read from the London Gazettes Extraordinary of the 6th and

11th, the Gazette of the 16th, and the Gazette Extraordinary of

the 27th November, letters from Vice-Admiral Lord Collingwood,

containing his Lordship's official dispatches, relative to the glo

rious Victory ot Trafalgar, with returns of the names anil rank of

the Officers, and the number of the seamen and marines killed and

wounded on board His Majesty's Ships in that memorable engage

ment: and a letter from Rear-Admiral Sir Richard J. Strachan,

Bart., giving an account of the capture of four line-of-battle-ships

off Ferrol, by the squadron under his command; with similar

returns of the killed and wounded on that occasion.

Resolved, That a Vase, of the value of Five Hundred Pounds,

ornamented with emblematical devices, and appropriate inscrip

tions, illustrative of the transcendant and heroic atrhievements

of the late Lord Viscount Nelson, be presented to his Relict, Lady

Viscountess Nelson.

Resolved, That a similar Vase be presented to the present Earl

Nelson, of Trafalgar, to descend as an Heir Loom with the Title

so gloriously acquired.

Resolved, That a similar Vase be presented to Vice-Admiral

Lord Collingwood, who, after the death of the Commander in

Chief in the hour of victory, so nobly completed the triumph of

the day.

Resolved, That Vases of the value of Three Hundred Pounds

each, with appropriate inscriptions, be presented to the Right

Hon. Rear-Admiral the Karl of Northesk, and Rear-Admiral Sir

Richard John Strachan, Bart.

ffiab. Spron. OteLXIV. o o a
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Resolved, That Swords of the valac of One Hundred Pound*

each, with appropriate inscription;., be presented to the surTiTing

Captains and Commanders of His Majesty's Ships who shared ia

the dangers and glory of those memorable actions.

Resolved, That the sum of One Hundred Pounds be presented

to each of the Lieutenants of His Majesty's Navy, Captains of

Royal Marines, and other Officors in the second class of His

Majesty's Proclamation for the distribution of prize money, who

was severely wounded, and the sum of Fifty Pounds to each

Officer of the same rank who was slightly wounded.

Resolved, That the sum of Fifty Pounds be presented to each of

the Officers in the third class in His Majesty's Proclamation for the

distribution of prize money, who was severely wounded ; and the

sum of Thirty Pounds to each Officer of the same rank who was

slightly wounded.

Resolved, That the sum of Forty Pounds be presented tc each

of the Officers in the fourth class of His Majesty's Proclamation

for the distribution of prize money who was severely wounded;

and the sum of Twenty-five Pounds to each Officer of the same

rank who was slightly wounded ; and that additional gratuities be

hereafter voted to such Officers as may be disabled in consequence

Of their wounds. /

Resolved, That the sum of Forty Pounds be presented to every

Seaman or Marine whose wounds maybe attended with disability

or loss of limb ; the sum of Twenty Pounds to each Seaman or

Marine severely wounded ; and tho sum of Ten Pouuds to each

Seaman or Marine slightly wounded.

Resolved, That relief be all'orded to the Widows, Orphans,

Parents, and Relatives, depending for support on the Captains,

Officers, Petty Officers, Seamen, and Marines, who fell in these

glorious engagements, as soon as their respective situations shall be

piade known to the Committee.

Resolved, That letters be written to Lord Collingwood and

Sir Richard J. Strachan, requesting they will communicate the

above Resolutions to the different Shins under their command, and

furnish the Committee with the names of the private Seamen and

Marines killed and wounded, with such particulars as. they can

collect, respecting the Widows, Orphans, or other Relatives, who

depended for support on the brave men who so gloriously fell in

the cause of their country.

Resolved, That the sums contributed on the day of Thanks,

jiving, bo exclusively appropriate;! to the relief of the Seamen,
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Soldiers, Marines, and Volunteers, wounded; and to the'Widows,

Orphans, and Relatives of those killed, in His Majesty's service,

and that a separate account be kept of the same.

HON. CAPTAIN BLACKWOOD.

THE Hon. Captain Henry Blackwood, the gallant Comman

der of the Euryalus, of whom such favourable mention is made in

Admiral Collingwood's dispatches, is the sixth and youngest son

of a noble Irish family, and one of the most distinguished Officers

in the service. He first acquired the rudiments of his profession

under Admiral Macbride, and was present in some of the most

brilliant actions of the war before last. At different periods, and

in various quarters of the globe, he has served under all the great

Admirals of the present reign. He served under Lord Howe in

the Royal Charlotte, as his signal Midshipman, during the period

of the Spanish armament. From this Ship his Lordship promote 1

him to be a Lieutenant. In the memorable action of the 2d of

June, 1794, last war, (again under his Lordship's nmiinand), ho

was first Lieutenant of the Invincible^ of 7-1 guns, when she cap

tured the Juste, an St gun Ship, after a closp fought action of two

hours, yard-arm and yard-arm. The slaughter in the French

Ship was immense. On the return of the fleet to Portsmouth, he

was made Master and Commander, and appointed to the command

of the Mxgcra Fire-ship, attached to the Channel fleet under Lord

Howe. From this Ship he was promoted to the command of the

Brilliant Frigate, of 28 guns. In this small Vessel, after chasing

a Spanish Frigate of superior force under the batteries of Tene-

riffe, he was engaged by two French Frigates, of 44 guns each,

la Vertu and la Regcmere : la Vertu first brought him to action,

and was beaten off with the loss of her foremast. He maintained

as successful a conflict with her consort, and escaped unruptured.

On his return he was made Post Captain, and rewarded for his

brilliant exploit with the command of the Penelope, a new Frigate

of 30 guns, .f.id attached to Lord Nelson's fleet, in the Mediter

ranean. In this Ship, which for discipline, and, sailing, an I

manoeuvring, was the admiration of every Officer who there wit

nessed her, he was stationed by his Lordship off the harbour ,(

Malta to watch le Guilliaume Tell, a French 84 gun Ship, hea.irg

an Admiral's flag, which had escaped from the battle ot Aboukir,

and was there blockaded by a part of our fleet. Under cover of

a dark night, and a gale of wind, she attempted to elude' the vigi.

lance of Captain Blackwood, and had cleared the harbour, when
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she was attacked by the Penelope, raked, and otherwise %»

roughly damaged in Iter yards and rigging, as to enable our Ships

to come up with, and capture her at day.break. In this action

the Master of the Penelope had his head shot off. The British

and French Commanders did ample justice to Captain Blackwood's

conduct on this occasion. In their own dispatches to their respec

tive Governments, he was honourably mentioned ; and the French

Admiral, in his letter, published in the Moniteur, ascribes his cap

ture to the heroic intrepidity of the Commander of the Knglish

Frigate, in previously bringing him to action, and damaging his

rigging. lie was put in charge of the prize, to tow her into port

On the expedition against the French in Egypt, he served under

Lord Keith with considerable distinction. At the breaking out of

the present war, he was among the first to press forward again at

the call of his country, and was immediately appointed to the

command of the Euryalus, of 38 guns, then just launched; in

which Frigate, on the coast of Ireland under Lord Gardner, at

Boulogne under Lord Keith, and at Cadiz under Lord Nelson, he

has again distinguished himself for his activity and ability, and

performed the services which have been so justly noted by his pre

sent Commander.

ADDITIONAL PARTICULARS OF THE ACTION OFF

TRAFALGAR.

THE following statement has reached us, as coming from a*

Officer of the Euryalus. We can by no means vouch for its

authenticity ; but, as every tiling which relates to that splendid

victory, in which the illustrious Nelson fought, conquered, and

bled, must be highly interesting, we lay it before our readers.

The action was commenced by Admiral Collingwood, in the

Royal Sovereign, twenty minutes before any other Ship. It was

Lord Nelson's intention to have begun the action by passing ahead

of the Bucentaure ( Villeneuve's Ship), that the Victory might be

ahead of her, and astern of the Santissima Trinidada. But the

Bucentaure shooting ahead, hi* Lordship was obliged to go under

her stern, raked her, and lulled up on her starboard side. The

Bucentaure tired four broad^des at the Victory before his Lordship

ordered the ports to be opened, when the whole broadside, which

was double shotted, was fired into her, and the discharge made

such a tremendous crash, that the Bucentaure was seen to heel.

A short time after this, Admiral Villcncuvc sent below, to inquire
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the number of her then killed and wounded, which proved to be

the amazing number of 365 killed and 219 wounded. He imme

diately ordered his flag to be struck, the Bucentaure being then

dismasted and quite unmanageable. Lord Nelson upon this shot

ahead to the Santissima Trinidada, which soon surrendered. The

Victory afterwards subdued a third Ship, which closed the action

with her. After the Royal Sovereign, Admiral Collingwood'i

Ship, was dismasted, the Euryalus was sent to assist her. Such

was the spirit of the men, even at this time, that they hailed her

with, " My little Ship, heave our head round that our broadside

may bear, and we shall soon be at the sally-port." The Euryalus

then hove her head round, and she gave her opponent, the Santa

Anna, a broadside that crushed her side in. After Captain

Blackwood had performed this service, Admiral Collingwood sent

him down to the Victory, to inquire the state of Lord Nelson'*

health. Captain Blackwood went in his own boat, which was

rowed down the whole fleet. It is an honourable agreement

between two contending fleets, that they never fire on the Frigates,

nor on any cutter or boat, unless they make a part of the opposing

force. Captain Blackwood got on board the Victory through one

of the ports, while she was engaging the Santissima Trinidada.

After the action, Captain Proivse, of the Sirius Frigate, was sent

into Cadiz, with Admiral Collingwood's note to the Spanish

Governor-General, which appeared in the London Gazette,

Captain Blackwood was afterwards sent in twice ; the Spaniards

were very civil. Captain Blackwood examined the state of the

hospitals which had been offered for our wounded men, but found

them filled with the Spanish wounded, many of whom were hourly

dying. The Spanish at Cadiz were not the least affected at their

loss; they seemed to be glad of any circumstance that would

deprive them of the French. They were sorry to lose the English

and their commerce.

SOME PARTICULARS Of CAPTAIN BOTHERAM,

AS it has been justly said, that every Briton concerned in th«

memorable battle of Trafalgar was a Hero, there can be nothing

uninteresting that relates to any character conspicuous among such

Heroes; we have therefore much pleasure in giving the following

particulars respecting Captain Itotlieram, who commanded the

Royal Sovereign on that glorious occasion, as some mis lakes have

appeared in several of the public prints.

Captain Rotheram was born at Hexham, in Northumberland.
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His father, more than 40 years ago, remoteii from Hexham t»

Newcastle, where he lived many years senior Physician of the

Infirmary, and of high estimation, both as a Medical Practitioner,,

and a lflan of general science.

Captain Rotheram's elder brother, Dr. John Rotheram, war

educated at the High School in Newcastle, and studied Physic and

Natural Philosophy uader Linnxus, at Upsal. He attended that

illustrious man in his last illness. Dr. Rotheram resided at Turn-

ham Green about 15 years ago, and conducted The Monthly

Review, of which the late Dr. Griffiths was the ostensible Pro

prietor and Editor; and he died in this present year Professor of

Natural Philosophy in the University of St. Andrew's, in Nort*

Britain. Captain Rotheram was early instructed in mathematical

learning by his father and Dr. Hutton, then of Newcastle, now an

ornament of his Country in the Royal Military Academy at

Woolwich. He acquired practical navigation in the same school

-which bred Captain Cook, the Circumnavigator—the Coal Trade;

and, entering the Navy, he served during the whole of the

American war chiefly in the squadron commanded by Admiral

Barrington.—Many of our first-rate Officers were Barringtomant

in early life, and are, to a man, skilful in naval tactics. Captain

Rotheram was first Lieutenant of the Cullodcn, in the memorable

battle won by Lord Howe; and commanded the French Ship 1*

Yengcur as long as she could swim, saving the lives of many poor

fellows when she sunk. So far from her crew having gone down

crying " l^ive la Republiqtie ! " as was falsely asserted in France,

they laboured under the deepest depression of spirits, and clung

round the knees of Captain Rotheram, after their own Comman

der had quitted the Ship, which he knew could not be kept long

above water, and which, there is every reason in the world to

believe, he expected and hoped would carry Captain Rotheram

and the party who had taken possession to .the bottom. In th«

moment of the Ship's sinking, Rotheram's self-possession and

intrepidity were remarkably displayed. He was made Post Cap

tain in 1800. During the latter part of the last war he com

manded the Lapwing, of 28 guns. In the Royal Sovereign he

had a glorious opportunity of cvincin;; both his seamanship and

bravery, and he acted a part worthy of himself.

NEW APPLICATION COMPASS.

N. D. STARCK, Esq., of the Royal Navy, has invented a*

application compass for taking bearings on a chart. This ia»tru
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ment consists of an inner and outer brass concentric circle, th«

latter of which, when in use, is to be applied to a chart, so that its

cardinal points may agree with those of the draft, and its central

(metallic) point be directly over the Ship's place. The inner

circle is to be set to the variation ; and the thread from the centre

being laid, will show either the bearings by compass, or true

bearings, according to the circle upon which they are read. The

instrument may be applied to delineating, plotting, and various

other purposes.

AKECDOTES OF LORD NELSON.

MR. EDITOR,

AS you evince a most laudable anxiety ia collecting a*

account of every circumstance that relates to the late Lord

.Nelson, I have taten the liberty of enclosing the subjoined

anecdotes. I have not yet seen them in your respectable publ

ication, and doubt not that they will be generally acceptable to

your readers. Yours, &c.

B. C.

THERE is a remarkable circumstance connected with the lost

of Lord Nelson's arm, at the expedition against Santa Cruz. In

an earlier part of his life he had received a small sword, as a pre

sent from his maternal uncle, Captain Suckling. With the sword,

the youthful Hero received the strong injunction, never to part

with it but with his life. The brave Horatio was not likely to

violate such a charge. He constantly wore his uncle's valued pre.

tent; and, wich this sword in his hand, he led the attack against

Santa Cruz. With his arm, the sword necessarily fell : stunned

by the shock, he was for some moments deprived of sensation, bnt,

slightly recovering, he remembered the injunction, groped for, and

fortunately recovered the sword with his left hand, and again

relapsed into a state of insensibility. In this manner was he dis

covered by Mr. Nisbitt, firmly holding the sword. This incident

Alone, could no other be adduced, would be sufficient to prove

Lord Nelson's mind of a superior cast.

IN Lord Nelson there appeared to be something of the states

man, as well as the warrior. Alter the battle of the Nile he made

the best use of his victory. The British Government in India had

taken the alarm at the progress of the French in the Mediterranean.
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Immediately after the action, the Admiral dispatched a messenger

overland to Bombay, with the intelligence of this victory. He

also communicated the news to the principal cabinets of the Con

tinent, and rewved. their drooping spirits.

THE subjoined extract of a letter from Admiral Nelson to

Lis Lady, dated Vanguard, St. Peter's Island, off Sardinia,

Jllatj 24, 179S, is one of the many instances which have been

adduced of the religious tendency of the writer's mind. It

urates to the stonn, in which Admiral Nelson's detached

■squadron was separated and much damaged, while in quest of

tlie French fleet :—

11Y IJK.ARtST FANNY,

I OUGHT not to call what has happened to the Vanguard by

the cold name of accident ; I believe firmly it was the Almighty-

goodness to check my consummate vanity. I hope it has made me

a better OiTicer, as I feel it has made me a better man ; I kisi

with ail humility the rod. Figure to yourself on Sunday evening,

at sun-set, a vain man walking in his cabin, with a squadron

around him, who lookcil up to their Chief to head them to glory,

and in whom their Chief placed the firmest reliance, that the

proudest Ships of equal numbers belonging to France would have

lowered their llags ; and with a very rich prize lying by him.—

Figure to yourself on Monday morning, when the sun rose, this

proud conceited man, his Ship dismasted, his lleet dispersed, and

himself in such distress that the meanest Frigate out of France

would have been an unwelcome guest. But it has pleased

Almighty God to bring us into a safe port, where, although we

are refused the rights of humanity, yet the Vanguard will, in two

days, get to sea again as an English man of war.

IT will be recollected that, upon receiving the news of the

victory of the Nile, the Grand Seignior directed a superb

diamond aigrette, (called a chelengh, or plume of triumph),

taken from one of the imperial turbans, to be sent to Admiral

Sir Horatio Nelson, together with a pelice of sable fur of the

first quality—The following is a translation of the note which

was delivered to Mr. Smith, His Majesty's Envoy at Constanti

nople, qd; the occasion :—
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IT is but lately that by a written communication it has been

made known how much the Sublime Porte rejoiced at the first

advice received of the English squadron in the White Sea having

defeated the French squadron off Alexandria in Egypt.

By recent accounts, comprehending a specific detail of the

action, it appears now more positive that Ilis Britannic Majesty'g

Jeet has actually destroyed by that action the best Ships the French

had in their possession. «

This joyful event therefore, laying this empire under an obliga

tion, and the service rendered by our much esteemed friend

Admiral Nelson on this occasion being Of a nature to call forth

public acknowledgments, His Imperial Majesty, the powerful, for

midable, and most magnificent Grand Signior, has destined, as a

present in His Imperial name to the said Admiral, a diamond

aigrette, (chelengk), and a sable fur with broad sleeves, besides

two thousand sequins to be distributed among the wounded of his

crew. And as the English Minister is constantly zealous to con

tribute, by his endeavours, to the increase of friendship between

the two Courts, it is hoped he will not fail to make known this

circumstance to his Court, and to solicit the permission of the pow

erful and most august King of England for the said Admiral to put

on and wear the said aigrette and pelisse.

Sept. 8, 1798.

THE following is an extract from the Queen of Naples'

letter to the Marquis de Circello, the Neapolitan Ambassador

at London, after Admiral Nelson's arrival at Naples :—

I WRITE to you with joy inexpressible! The brave and

enterprising British Admiral Nelson has obtained a most signal

and. decisive victory. My heart would fain give wings to the

courier who is the bearer of these propitious tidings, to facilitate

the earliest acknowledgments of our gratitude. So extensive is

this victory in all its relative circumstances, that were it not that

the world has been accustomed to sec prodigies of glory achieved

by the English on the seas, I should almost question the reality of

the event. It has produced among us a general spirit of enthu

siasm. It would have moved you much to have seen my infant

boys and girls hanging round my neck in tears, expressing their

joy at the happy tidings, made doubly dear to ns by the critical

period at which they arrived. This news of the defeat of

J3ato. «tbton. (BoI.XIV. r t p
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Buonaparte's Egyptian fleet has made many disaffected persons less

daring, and improved the prospect of the general good. Make mj

highest respects acceptable to their Majesties of England. Recom

mend the gallant Hero, Nelson, to his Royal Master, lie has raised

in the Italians an enthusiastic reverence for the English nation.

Great expectations were naturally founded on his enterprising

talents, but no one could look for so total an overthrow of the

enemy. All here arc frantic with excess of joy.

PREVIOUSLY to the blockade of Malta, after two sum

monses of the Portuguese Admiral, calling upou the French

Admirals, Vaubois and Villeneuve, to surrender, and deliver up

their Ships of war, &c. ; Admiral Nelson, on the 25th October,

1789, sent them a third, proposing that the French soldiers and

sailors should be landed in France without being considered pri

soners of war, and that the lives of the Maltese, who had joined

them, should be spared, and that he would mediate with their

Sovereign for the restitution of his property. " But," added our

spirited and resolute Admiral, " should these offers be rejected,

or should any of the Ships escape, notwithstanding my vigilance, I

declare that I will not listen to any capitulation which the General

may hereafter be obliged to propose to the inhabitants of Malta;

and what is more, that I will not interest myself in any manner

for the pardon of those who have betrayed their duty to t'aeir

country. * i

" I pray you to believe that such is the determination of the

English Admiral."

THE sword w"hich was presented to Lord Nelson by the King

of Naples, at the time that he conferred on him the dukedom of

Bronte, derives additional value from the anecdote which attends

it. Charles the Third, on his departure for Spain, presented this

sword to the King of Naples, observing, as he gave it, " With

this sword I conquered the kingdom, which I now resign to you :

it ought in future to be possessed by the first defender of the

same, or by him who restored it to you, in case it should ever

be lost."

LORD NELSON'S diamonds are stated to be of great value.

These things generally fall short of the estimate, and we are sure

that all those who admire the valour of his Lordship, will lament
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to hear, that before he went out to take the command of the

'Mediterranean fleet, he was obliged to dispose of such of his

jswels as were not of a nature to be left to his family, as trophies

to illustrate the titles conferred on him by his King, and the

Sovereigns in alliance with his country. He disposed of snuff

boxes, and other articles, to Messrs. Rundal and Bridges; but the

chief presents, (including the chelengk and sword of the Grand

Signior), he has left to descend with the title.

THE following is a letter from Lord Nelson to his confi

dential friend, Alexander Davison, Esq., of St. James's Square :—■

Victory.

DAY by day, my dear friend, I am expecting the fleet to put to

Bea; every day, hour, and moment; and you may rely, that if it

is within the power of man to get at them, that it shall be done ;

and I am sure that all my brethren look to that day as the finish

of our laborious cruise. The event no man can say exactly ; but

I must think, or render great injustice to those under me, that let

the battle be when it may, it will never have been surpassed. My

shattered frame, if I survive that day, w ill require rest, and that is

all I shall ask for. If I fall on such a glorious occasion, it shall

be my pride to take care that my friends shall not blush for mc :

these things are in the hands of a w ise und just Providence, and

his will be done. I have got some trifle, thank God, to leave to

those I hold most dear, and I have taken care not to neglect it.

Do not think I am low spirited on this account, or fancy any thing

is to happen to me; quite the contrary. My mind is calm, and I

have only to think of destroying our inveterate foe. I have two

Frigates gone for more information, and we all hope for a meet

ing with the enemy. Nothing can be finer than the fleet under

my command. Whatever be the event, believe mc ever, my dear

Davison, your much obliged, and sincere friend,

NELSON and BRONTE.

LORD COLLINGWOOD.

IT must be fresh in the recollection of our readers with what

intrepidity Admiral Collingwood, upon the return of the combined

squadrons to Cadiz, in their flight from Lord Nelson, anchored

with only four sail of the line off the harbour's mouth, and actually

blockaded the enemy. The style in which he brought his column



470 NATAL ANECDOTES,

of the fleet into action, was highly gratifying to Lord Nelson, who

expressed his satisfaction of it to Captain Hardy, a short tima

before he received the fatal wound which deprived his country of

its most illustrious warrior. Indeed, the state of his Ship, on

which he only modestly glances, affords a most convincing proof

of the intrepid part which he took in the action. The Royal

Sovereign, which bore his flag, is said to have had 400 men lulled

and wounded, and was otherwise so disabled, that he was obliged

to quit her after the action. We cannot deny ourselves the plea

sure of here quoting the Admiral's own words respecting this

event, as they will evince,' better than any thing we could say,

what indeed is evident from every part of his dispatch, as well as

from every part of his conduct during the battle, that the Hero of

Aboukir, Copenhagen, and Trafalgar, could not have left a more

fit representative in respect to spirit, intrepidity, talents, modesty?

or piety, than the brave Collingwood.—" The Royal Sovereign

having lost her masts, except the tottering foremast, I called the

Euryalus to me, while the action continued, which Ship, lying

within liaij, made my signals, a service Captain Blackwood per

formed with very great attention. After the action, I shifted my

flag to her, that I might the more easily communicate orders to3

and collect the Ships, and towed the Royal Sovereign out to

seaward" What a contrast between the modest terms in which

this brilliant victory, the, greatest perhaps that ever was achieved,

either by sea or by land, is announced, and the pompous gasconades

of Buonaparte !

LOBP NELSON.

THE title conferred on the brother of Lord Nelson is a gratify

ing proof of the high sense which His Majesty entertains of the

glorious achievements of this departed Hero. There will, no doubt,

be added to it a pension, to descend to the latest posterity, cor

responding with the value of the services he performed for hi»

country. The introduction of Merton, as the second title, has

been adopted with becoming attention to the partiality of the

Noble Lord ; and, we trust, his wishes, in respect to this place,

as wejl as to every other object that was dear to him, will be

equally attended to. The very moderate state of his fortune

induced him (as we know, much against his heart) to direct by •

his last will, that the greatest part of it should be sold to constitute

a fund, with which to make a settlement of one thousand pounds

a year on his Lady. The house, and part of the land, he has
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bequeathed to the person, of all others, -whom he most perfectly

^esteemed.—His estate at Bronte has never produced him a guinea,

as ever since the year 1799 he has directed every shilling of the

revenue, which is about 3,500/. sterling per annum, to be laid

out mi improvements, under the immediate direction of Mr. Gibbs,

Banker, at Palermo. This estate, subject to a small legacy, he

has left his brother, now Earl Nelson, and to his heirs ; but his

means were too limited for all the objects of his tenderness ; and

we trust that His Majesty, by an addition to the honours with

which he has distinguished his family, will graciously meet the

wishes of national gratitude, and immediately make an ample pro

vision for every part of the family.

Mr. Matr.ham, married to one of his amiable sisters, is a man of

independent fortune. Mr. Bolton, married to the other, is not

so—and to then), and their family of five children, deprived, by this

unfortunate event, of the active brotherly friendship of Lord Nel

son, the munificence of His Majesty will come with peculiar grace.

To Earl Nelson and his heirs for ever, Parliament will, no doubt,

attach an estate becoming the splendour of the title which the

King has conferred. There are but 170 acres lying about the

house at Merton ; but it was the intention of the gallant Hero, if

he had been allowed to reap the harvest of wealth, which was

unduly spatched from his hand, to have made it a noble place.

The classical character of Merton Abbey in our history, once the

seat of our Parliament, and the residence of our Kings, with the

River Wandle running through it, had peculiar charms for his

heart; and he has more than once formed the plan, and enjoyed

the idea, of sitting down here with his affectionate family, upon an

extensive domain. We hope the nation will carry his desire into

execution.

ADMIRAL GRAV1NA.

WHEN Gravina returned to Cadiz after our glorious victory of

the 21st, fresh troops were immediately put on board his Ships,

and he was literally forced out to tcu. The Spanish Governor

conceived that he might pick up some of the straggling Ships—

lamentably were they mistaken—a second action only added to

their disasters—his own Flag-ship was dismasted, together with the

Rayo, of 100 guns, Commodore M'Donel. The latter fell into

our hands, but she experienced the fate of several others, and is not

destined to reach an English port. She was driven ashore aud

flestroyed. Gravina was wounded in the second action.
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MELANCHOLY ACCIDENT.

A MELANCHOLY ac«idcnt lately happened on board Fe For

midable, of 84 guns, Admiral Diimanoir, prize to Rear-Admiral

Sir R. St^achan, lying in Hamoaze. As a One young man, a royal

marine, of the Caesar, was assisting to pack away the musketrj

and pistols in the arms chest, and to discharge those loaded, one

musket by accident, under the arm of his comrade, went off ; the

bullet took off the top of the thigh bone. He was conveyed to the

Royal Naval Hospital. On the Surgeon's examining and probing

the wound, he found the bone shattered so much as to form a

mortification, it being supposed the ball was lodged in the pulvis.

The poor fellow, almost in the agonies of death, heroically declared

he would not have minded being killed in the action—but to die

from so foolish an accident was dreadful! He soon expired, and

the Coroner's Inquest brought in a verdict of Accidental Death.

BENEVOLENT TRAIT OF THE LATE LOBD NELSON.

Plymouth, Kov. 13.

A MOST curious circumstance respecting the ever-to-be-lamented

Lord Nelson, happened on Monday last :—As Colonel Tyrwhitt,

Vice Warden of the Stannaries, Cornwall, and Devon, was, with

other gentlemen, looking through a telescope at the French prizes

going up the harbour, he observed a fine little boy, of an opea

countenance, cheering with his play-fellows, and heard him several

times called Nelson. This raised (on being often repeated) his

curiosity to know who the boy was. Colonel Tyrwhitt went to.

his father's cottage, who was a quarry-man, and lived at Rusty

Anchor, under the West Hoe. By this time the boy was

returned, first appearing shy, but on a little conversation, this

wore off, and the boy said, Lord Nelson was his godfather, but he

was shot and killed the other day in a great battle. The Colonel

then entered the hut, and found the father, who had lost a limb in

the Minotaur, in the battle of the Nile, and his wife and four

children, clean, though poorly dressed. Colonel Tyrwhitt then

asked if the circumstance was true of Lord Nelson's being god

father to this little boy, and was answered yes : the mother then

produced the certificate of his baptism, at the British Factory

Chapel, Leghorn, July 1H00, attested by the Clergyman, Rev,

Mr. Cummins—and signed

' Emma Hamilton,

Wm. Hamilton,

Nelson and Bkonte,
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The'child was named Horatio Nelson. His mother was washer,

woman on board the Minotaur, of 74 guns, Captain Louis : when

the child was born in the bay of Leghorn, his Lordship, Sir Wm.

and Lady Hamilton, said they would stand sponsors. He had

promised when the boy grew up to put him to sea, and give him a

nautical education. But after the Peace of Amiens, these poor

people, through ignorance, forgot (though desired by his Lordship

when he sailed for England) to write him where they were settled.

The Minotaur was paid off at this port, and the father of the boy,

with his small pension and by hard work, contrived to maintain

his family ever since. After talking over the circumstance of the

intended kindness of Lord Nelson to this poor little boy, if he had

known their situation and place of abode, Colonel Tyrwhitt,

determined to follow up his Lordship's good wishes, has taken the

boy as his protegt; and with his usual humanity had him directly

clothed, and has put him to school, meaning to give him a regular

nautical education to lit him for the naval service of his country.

A little purse, by way of subscription for present purposes, has

been opened under the patronage of Mrs. Admiral Sutton, which

will no doubt be soon filled, out of respect to the memory of a

Hero, beloved, admired, aid almost adored, and whose memory

will be cherished and entwined round the heart-strings of every

lover of British naval virtue and heroism.

MONUMENT TO BE ERECTED AT LIVERPOOL TO THE

MEMORY Or LORD NELSON.

AT a meeting of the inhabitants of the town of Liverpool, held

in the Town Hall, it was resolved, that a naval Monument, to the

memory of Lord Nelson, be erected in the centre of the area of the

New Exchange Buildings; and that the memorable words of Lord

Nelson, in his last orders to his conquering countrymen, be

inscribed on such monument, " England expects every man will

do his duty." A sum, amounting to nearly 4,500/. has been

already subscribed, and it is every hour increasing.

LOVE OF THE SEAMEN TO LORD NELSON.

IF there needed a proof how much Lord Nelson was adored by

the whole fleet, a strong one is afforded in the conduct of a seaman

belonging to the Victory, whilst under the hands of the Surgeon,

suffering the amputation of an arm. " Well," said he, " this by

some would be considered a misfortune, but I shall be proud of it,

as I shall resemble the more our brave Commander in Chief."
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Before the operation was finished, tidings were brought below that

Lord Nelson M as shot :—the man, who had never shrunk from the

pain he had endured, started from his seat, and exclaimed, " Good

God! I would rather the shot had taken off my head, and spared

his life ! "
#

VOTE OF THANKS OF THE WEST INDIA MERCHANTS TO

LORD NELSON.

Extracts from the Minutes of Meetings of the West India

Merchants.

August 23d, J 80S.

" Sir Richard Neave, Bart, in the Chair.

" Resolved,

<; THAT the prompt determination of Lord Nelson to quit the

Mediterranean in search of the French fleet, his sagacity in judging

of and ascertaining their course, his bold and unwearied pursuit of

the combined French and Spanish squadrons to the West Indies

and back again to Europe, have been very instrumental to the

safety of the West India Islands in gcneral,_ and well deserve the

grateful acknowledgments of every individual connected with

those Colonics.

<£ Resolved,

" That a deputation from the Committee of Merchants of Lon

don trading to the West Indies, be appointed to wait upon Vice-

Admiral Lord Viscount Nelson, to express these their sentiments,

and to offer him their unfeigned thanks."

" October lSth, 1805.

" Beeston Long, Esq. in the Chair.

" The Chairman reported, that the Deputation appointed at the

Meeting of the 23d of August last, had waited upon Lord Nelson

with the Resolutions of that Meeting, and that the following letter

had since been received from Lord Nelson by Sir Richard Neave.

" SIR, " London, August SSth, 1805.

11 I beg leave to express to you and the Committee of West

India Merchants the great satisfaction which I feel in their appro

bation of my conduct. It was, I conceived, perfectly clear that the

combined squadrons were gone to the West Indies, and therefore

it became my duty to follow them.

" But I assure you, from the state of defoncc in which our large

Islands are placed, with the number of regular troops, numerous
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^veil-disciplined and zealous militia, I was confident not any troops

which their combined squadron could carry, would make any

impression upon any of our large Islands before a very superior

force would arrive for their relief.

" I have the honour to remain,

" Sir, and Gentlemen,

u With the highest respect,

u Your most obliged and obedient servant,

« NELSON ano BRONTE."

" Sir Richard Weave, Bart:

and the Committee of West

India Merchant!."

PLATE CXCIII,

JpROM a Drawing made by Mr. Pocock, after a sketch sent

by the following Correspondent, to whom our best thanks

are due.

MR. EDITOR, Off Boulogne, 31st Jaly, 1804.

I HAVE sent you a sketch of the entrance of the harbour of

Boulogne, as seen from our Ships, and have added a description of

that town, and the situation of the enemy, and the French ports ;

where the grand flotilla is, that threatens England with invasion and

destruction. This is very nearly like it: you will observe part of

the town of Boulogne and the harbour. The forest of masts which

you see in the harbour is part of the grand flotilla; it is said there

are above a thousand Vessels ; those you see outside are very heavy

Gun-brigs and Luggers, moored at a little distance from each

other, to the extent of four or five miles under their forts, which

are numerous ; they have guns planted all along their coast ; and

those Vessels are moored outside to prevent our bombs throwing

shells into the harbour and town. The English squadron anchored

about three miles from them, bitf cannot go near enough to do

them any mischief, in consequence of their forts j they suffer more

from the sea (when the wind shifts suddenly and blows on them)

than from our Ships; we frequently get within gun-shot of them,

but then are sure to receive shot from their forts, which have very

long and heavy metal in them; of course they must throw their

shot and shells much farther than our Ships and Bombs can do ;

they are almost constantly firing at our Ships and Vessels that

frequently run near in shore ; but seldom strike them. Many

calm nights have we been at anchor off this place, in our owu Ship

alone, and have expected an attack from the enemy ; which is their

*8ao. «Tj>ion. Ool.XIV. <t q q
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time in a calm, in their Gun-boats, which carry a number of oars;

and they could easily pull towards us, while our Ship could do

them little damage, for want of a breeze: but they hare never

attempted it, art- afraid a breeze should spring up, therefore do not

venture within reach of our guns, and we are always ready for

them should tlioy ever come out to board us. We go to bed and

sleep as sound, although so near the enemy, as we should do in

our lodgings on shore, (at least I answer for myself, and can with

propriety for all my shipmates,) wrapped up in security, conscious

of our strength. We fear them not; on the contrary we all wish

they would come out and fight us, for we are tired of being idle.

It is but 27 miles from Boulogne to England ; in one night the

enemy could come over, if we would permit them; they hare

between 40 and oO thousand troops encamped on the heights.

Boulogne is a very ancient town; it was a place of note in the

time of the Romans. Julius Cesar sailed from thence when he

first invaded England, and Buonaparte wishes to follow hii

example, to play' Julius Caesar over us. but he finds to his

vexation, that we are better able to defeat his purposes, than the

ancient Britons were the conquerors of their country. We fre

quently sail across in three hours; have set sail for England after

breakfast, dined oil' France, and back again to Dangeness to

supper. J, T.

CORRESPONDENCE.

MR. EDITOR*,

TT having appeared, that of the nineten Ships of the line which

■ struck to the English fleet in the late engagement off Cape

Trafalgar, two of tliem took advantage of the weather, and ran

into Cadiz; I beg leave to draw the attention of the government,

and of the nation, to this unwarrantable proceeding.

In its most material circumstance, it is an exact counterpart of

what was done by a French 74-gun ''hip, le Hero, after having

struck to the Magnanimet, commanded by Lord Howe, in the

memorable defeat of Conflans, by Sir Edward Jiawke, on the

20th of November, 1759.

Le Hero having got (o the leeward towards the close of the day,

was pursued by the Magnanime, of equal force. So close was the

fight, that in ranging up alongside the enemy, the cat head of the

Magnanime was carried away, and the anchor thereto suspended

• We arc inclined to think that this communication is from the same Officer,

who sent a plan of the glorious action off Trafalgar, to the Admiralty,

t See Memoir of Lord Howe, Voi. I, page 14.
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was snapped asunder. When the Hero had struck her colours,

Lord Howe, preparing to anchor, ordered her also to anchor near

the Magnanime, in which he was obeyed. By this time it was

nearly dark, and the night was tempestuous. As the first Lieute

nant of the Magnanime was about to step into a boat to take pos

session of le Hero, seven Ships of the enemy were seen steering

right down upon the English Ship, which again prepared for

action, and the Lieutenant did not choose to quit her under those

circumstances.

By the time those seven Ships made a change in their course,

and passed the Magnanime, it was too dark, and the sea ran too

high to put an English Officer on board le Hero. At the first

dawning of the succeeding day, that Ship was seen before the

wind, and very soon after to run aground on le Four Sand, from

whence the crew found means to escape to land. Conilans! own

Ship, 1c Soleil Royal, shared the same fate, and her crew had the

same fortune. The two Ships were burned by the English.

But the running away with le Hero, a surrendered Ship that

struck her colours in action ; which is the pledge of submission on

receiving quarter, was not passed over as an excusable practice.

Sir Edward Hawke sent Lord Howe with a flag of truce to the Due

d'Aguillon, who had the supreme authority on that coast, to

remonstrate against this act of his countrymen. The first Cap

tain of le Hero was supposed to be then at the Due d'Agnillon's,

but did not make his appearance; the second Captain, however,

was there introduced to Lord Howe. The acts of striking the

colours, and surrendering the Ship, were acknowledged; the impro

priety also of afterwards running away with the Ship was admitted

in the fullest extent—but it was represented to have been the act

of the sailors, in contempt and defiance of the authority of their

Officers, and the motive of the sailors was stated to have been the

dread of lying several years in an English prison.

On Lord Howe's representing the dreadful consequences that

might ensue from such a practice, as it might put an end to giving

quarter on a mere striking of the colours, and cause our naval

wars to degenerate into the cruelty of the barbarous ages; and on

his demanding a list of the crew of le Hero, and that fhey should be

considered and accounted for at the exchange of prisoners between

the two nations ; these terms were immediately agreed to, and are

a precedent which, on the present occasion, ought to be acted

upon, in vindication of the rights of war, and the honour of

the nation.
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The Admiralty may have this fact authenticated by Admiral

William Peere Williams, and Sir Andrew Snape Hamond, Comp

troller of the Nary; both of whom, as well as the writer, were at

that time under the command of Lord Howe.

TRIDENT.

MR. EDITOR,

J HAVE had an opportunity of seeing a Gibraltar Gazette,

which is peculiarly interesting, owing to the information

it contains coming immediately from the British Ships which

put into Gibraltar after the action off Trafalgar. I there

fore send you such extracts for insertion, as contain facts

unnoticed, or imperfectly related in our English publications.

Extractsfrom the Supplement to the Gibraltar Chronicle for

Saturday, Nov. 2, 1805.

WE have endeavoured, since the arrival of the Victory, the Ship

on board of which Lord Nelson's flag was flying during the whole

of the late action, to obtain every information in our power on the

subject. It was his Lordship's intention to have broken through

the enemy's line, between the tenth and eleventh of the enemy's

Ships in llie van ; at the same time that Admiral ColJingwood

penetrated their line about the twelfth Ship from the rear : but

finding the enemy's line in that part so close, that there was not

room to pass, he ordered the Victory to be run on board of the

Ship that opposed him ; and the Temeraire, by which the Victory

was seconded, also ran on board of the next Ship in the enemy's

line, so that these four Ships were for a considerable time engaged

together in one mass as it were, and so close, that the flash of

almost every gun fired from the Victory set fire to the Redoutable,

to which Ship she was at that time opposed : whilst our seamen,

with the greatest coolness, were at intervals employed, in the

midst of the hottest fire, in throwing buckets of water to extin

guish the flames on board of the enemy's Ship, lest, by their

spreading, they might involve both Ships in destruction. W«

question if ancient, or modern history, can produce a more striking

instance of cool and deliberate valour ; and it certainly reflects

the highest honour upon the discipline and intrepidity of that

Ship's crew.

Lord Nelson, on receiving his wound, was immediately sensible

it was mortal ; and said with a smile to Captain Hardy, with whom

he had been talking at that moment, " ikejj have done for me at
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taut." lie was soon obliged to be carried off the deck ; and as they

were conducting him below, he remarked the tiller-rope being too

slack, which he desired them to acquaint Captain Hardy with, and

have it tightened. His anxiety for the event of the day was such,

as totally to surmount the pains of death, and every other consi

deration ; he repeatedly sent to inquire how the battle went, and

expressed the most lively satisfaction to lind it favourable. Whilst

bearing down on the enemy's line, he had repeatedly said, " that

it was the happiest day of his life, and that from the plan ofattack

he had laid dozen, he expecUd that he should have possession of

taenty of their Ships before night." His lower extremities soon

became cold and insensible, and the effusion of blood from hit

lungs often threatened suffocation: but still Ids eyes seemed to

brighten, and his spirits to revive, at hearing the cheers given by

the crew of the Victory, as the different Ships of the enemy sur

rendered. About four o'clock he became exceedingly anxious to

see his friend Captain Hardy ; and he sent for him several times,

before that gallant Officer thought it prudent to quit the deck at

so interesting a moment. About five o'clock, however, when he

saw that the victory was completely decided, and the battle nearly

ended, he was enabled to attend to the last wishes of the dying

Hero, who eagerly inquired how many Ships were captured ? On

being told by Captain Hardy, that he was certain of twelve having

struck, which he could see,' but that probably more had surren

dered, his Lordship said, " What, only twelvel there should at

least have been fif. en, or sixteen, by my calculation : however,

(after a short pause, he added), twelve an1 pretty well!" He now

said, " that he felt death fast approaching, and that he had but a

few minutes to live: He could have wished to survive a littla

longer, to have seen the fleet in safety ; but, as that was impossible,

he thanked God that he had outlived the action, and had been

enabled to do his duty to his country." About this time he was

roused by another cheer from the crew of the Victory, at their

seeing some more of the .enemy's Ships strike their colours ; at

which he expressed the highest satisfaction on learning the cause,

and shortly after expired without a groan. The Frenchman by

whose hand this matchless Hero fell, was soon afterwards shot by

Mr, Pollard, Midshipman of the Victory, and was seen to fall out

of the mizen-top.

It was his Lordship's intention to have engaged the Bucentaure,

the French Commander in Chiefs Ship, at first, if he cou.ti have

distinguished her: but singular as it may appear, no person on
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board could discover the French Admiral's flag to be flying during

the whole of the day ; though the Victory was for a considerable

tim« within pistol-shot of her, and handled her »o severely , as to

render her incapable of taking any share in the engagement

afterwards.

Three of the French Ships in the van, who had no part in the

action, and one of which carried a Rear-Admiral's flag, had the

inhumanity, and cowardice, as they were making their escape, to

fire for a considerable lime upon the Santissima Trinidada, and

several others of the crippled Spanish prizes, after the\ had surren

dered to us, which, from their situation, were incapable either of

opposition or liight, and an immense number of the Spani.-h were

killed and wortiiled, from this unprecedented and bloody deed of

their gnoil and faithful allies. We solemnly pledge our credit for

the truth of this extraordinary fact, to which every Officer on

board of our victorious squadron now in the bay can bear witness.

Indeed such wa< the indignation felt and expressed by the Spa

niards, at the conduct of the French; that when, two days after

the action, seven of the enemy's Ships came out of Cadiz, in hopes

of retaking some of the disabled prizes, the Spanish crew of the

Argonauta, in a body offered their. services to the British Officer

who had charge of the prize, to man the gun's against any of the

French Ships ; and they were actually stationed at the lower-deck

guns for that purpose, whilst the. English seamen manned those of

the upper deck. The English Officer on board returned all the

Spanish Officers their arms, and placed the most implicit confidence

in the honour of the Spaniards; which he had no reason to repent:

for though their numbers were so superior, as easily to have enabled

them to retake the Ship, yet they on every occasion showed the

utmost submission and good conduct, and declared, that if a Spanish

Ship came alongside of them, they would quietly go below and

leave the English to act for themselves.—His Majesty's Ship

Prince, of 98 guns, Captain Grindall, is come in here, having on

board Rear-Admiral Don Baltasar Hidalgo de Cisneras, with the

Captain and 500 men belonging to the Santissima Trinidada. Also

the Revenge, of 74 guns, Captain Moorson ; Agamemnon, 64,

Captain Sir E. Berry; Thunderer, 74, Lieutenant Stockara;

Bellerophon, 74, Lieutenant Cumby ; Colossus, 74, Captain

Morrice ; and Victory, 100, Captain Hardy, on board of which is

the body of Lord Nelson. Also just arrived His Majesty's Ships

Conqueror, 74, Temerairc, 98, Royal Sovereign, 100, Defence,

74, Orion, 74, and Phcebe Frigate, with two of the prizes, the

French Swiftsure, 74, and Ildefonso, 74.
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Though it is highly honourable to the bravery of the Spanish

nation, we most sincerely regret to find, that the loss both in Ships

and men on this occasion has chiefly fallen upon them ; they were

unwillingly dragged into the contest by their good and faithful

allies the French ; who were, as usual, the first to fly, and desert

them in the middle of the action ; it appearing from every account

that lour of the French Ships were seen running away, about

two hours and an half after the battle had began.

As these extracts from the Gibraltar Chronicle, published at

Gibraltar, and but just received, cannot but prove- interesting

to your readers, I have sent them for your Work.

December 4, LIEUTENANT II .

MR. EDITOR,

J SEND the following extracts from the Sermon that was

preached by the Rev. J. S. Clarke, at Trinity Chapel, Con

duit Street, on the Thanksgiving Day, Dec. o, 1805; as the

tribute paid to the memory of Lord Nelson, and the Captains

Cooke and Duff, must be particularly grateful to the feelings of

your readers ; and I remain y our well-wisher,

LIEUTENANT H.

MACCABEES, BOOK I, CUAP. IX : VER. 20 AND 21.

" All Israel made great lamentation for him, and mourned

many days; saying, " How is the valiant man fallen, that

delivered Israel ! "

IT forms the highest gratification to the liberal and zealous

mind of a christian, to pour forth in the presence of his God the

devout emotions of a grateful heart—" to enter into hi.- gates w ith

thanksgiving, and into the courts of his sanctuary with praise."

Even when the battle is past, which ha> torn from a country one

of the first objoets of her affection ; the Christian Patriot humbly

submits to the decrees of Heaven, bows before the passing Angel

of death; and unites, with his Sovereign and his Country, in

ascribing unto the Lord " the honour due to his name, who,

with his own right hand, and with his holy arm, hath gotten him.

self the victory."

The sacred Navy of these Kingdoms, that impenetrable bulwark

against our enemies ; advancing gradually from strength, to
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strength, by atchievements which almost appear too great for

earthly glory, was the first to perform that holy and essential

duty, for which we are at present assembled : when the tremen

dous scene of death had closed, and a victory succeeded, which is

nnrivalled in the history of mankind, our surviving Commander

thus acknowledged that Superior Power, " whom the winds and

the sea obey : "—" The Almighty God, whose arm is strength,

having of his great mercy been pleased to crown the exertion of

His Majesty's Fleet with success, in giving them a complete victory

over their enemies, and that all praise, and thanksgiving, may be

offered to the throne of grace, I have appointed a day of general

humiliation before God, and of thanksgiving, for this his. merciful

goodness."

And it is to this sublime cause, rather than to any other, that

the present commanding ascendancy of The British Navy must be

assigned. Natural courage, and energy of mind, arc not alone

sufficient to enable men so uniformly to hurl a bold defiance in the

face of a tyrant, the proud contemner of the believers in an over,

ruling God.—A series of victory, such as our intrepid seamen have

enjoyed, cannot proceed alone from their courage, however known

and approved. The arm of man, unless upheld by Providence,

cannot long prevail, the stoutest heart will sometimes be suddenly

appalled: but when that heart is strengthened by a firm belief in

Christianity, all earthly terrors are subdued, death then ceases to

possess its sting, and the grave its victory.

******* IVor let the Preacher be deemed guilty

of enthusiasm, who after due reflection is inclined to beliefe ;

" That our naval power has been selected by Providence in these

latter ages, to preserve the memory of civil liberty amidst a slavish

world." From the remotest period , an awful grandeur has ever

accompanied the intrepid, but unassuming character of a seaman.

In the mysterious Thebath, the ark, that was constructed under

the immediate direction of God, and which preserved the remains

of the antediluvian world, we discern the origin of those bulwarks

by which Christianity and freedom are now supported: and this

sacred origin of naval architecture, this sublime archetype of navi

gation, was afterwards long commemorated by different pagan

nations in their religious processions.

And when the glorious light of Christianity arose to gladden and

exalt the heart of man, when the principles of that religion

descended with the Son of God, which first admonished the intre

pid seaman to love his enemies, and to be merciful to the van,.
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quished ; whence did our blessed Lord select some of the first

preachers of its nobis and sublime doctrines ? Was it not from

the Sea Shore of Judea, and the Vessels of her Mariners, that he

railed many of. his Apostles ; who were among the first to plant

the Cross of Jesus, and <o die in its defence ?

Strange as the assertion may appear, it is yet a fact, on which

you may rely ; that although the religion and liberties of thesa

kingdoms have been repeatedly supported by the intrepid spirit of

its mariners, the real and devout character of a British Seaman is

yet but imperfectly understood, and not always valued as it

deserves.—Christianity in its purest state, utterly devoid of

hypocrisy, forms the general and leading feature of a seaman's cha

racter : it guides him through the perplexed mazes of his duty,

like the conducting fire which led the chosen warriors of Israel oa

their way; it teaches him humility, patience, and obedience'—it

commands him to suffer long, and to be kind : for the life of a

mariner is past in a continual survey of the most sublime object in

mature, which is The Ocean, and in conducting the most wonderful

"work of art, which is the Ship that bears him through it : unto

him is given to trace the Creator of the World in the sublimest of

its features ; lie sees him in the ocean, he hears him in the tempest,

and looks for his protection amidst the winds aod waves !

Thus is that religious principle nurtured, and matured, which

pervades the minds of our seamen; and creates that daring,

resistless, but humane spirit, which has rendered them the wonder,

terror, and admiration of our enemies—which has caused them to

be honoured in their generations, and to become the glory of their

times. Few persons, that have not witnessed it, can imagine with,

what solemnity, and devotion, the holy service of the established

Church is performed on board our squadrons ; nor with what zeal

the orders of our Admiral for a general day of humiliation and

thanksgiving would be obeyed. Infidels have beheld this glorious

sight, and trembled : the astonished captive, who had been brought

up in the specious doctrines of a false philosophy, long since

acknowledged the influence of a Duncan's piety, and " almost was

persuaded to be a Christian." The venerable Sage, who now pre

sides over the Councils of the British Navy, yields not to any one,

in his zeal for religion ; and the lamented Hero of Egypt, and of

Trafalgar, (whose immortal memory we are assembled to conse

crate), with his last words declared, that his Faith, as well as his

graven/, was stedfast. " Thy will, O God! be done."

But every circumstance in the varied and glorious career of this

*2au. G&ron. CJbI.XIV. rrr
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renowned Admiral, displayed the enterprise and daring spirit of a

Christian Hero : compare it, for only an instant, with the tinsel

and artiiicial lustre of his implacable Foe—the furious and bloody

Corsican, and the superior virtues of our immortal Countryman will

show this monster in his proper light. Our lamented Hero often

felt and acknowledged a supernatural influence, which seemed to

raise him above the common vicissitudes of life ; and made him

feel, from his youth upwards, that he was born to perform great

and unrivalled exploits: " If God gives mc life," he would often

exclaim, " I will be renowned!" His intrepid spirit, and uniform

perseverance, bore down obstacles that would have impeded com

mon minds, and proved the truth of his favourite opinion—" That

perseverance in the race that is set before us will generally meet

with i!s reward ; even in this life."—" My great and good Son,"

•aid his aged and reverend Parent, " went into the world without

fortune, but with an heart replete with every religious virtue."

The devout spirit, which this gallant Officer so often displayed in

his public letters, was also visible in the more secluded duties of

his private life. At the close of the year 1797, when he had

recovered from the loss of his arm, he went to (he Parish Church

of St. George, and there delivered the follow ing thanksgiving for

the next Sunday, (which is still extant in his own hand. writing)—

" An Officer desires to return thanks to Almighty God for hi*

perfect recovery from a severe wound, and also for the many

mercies bestowed upon him." But not to dwell on facts, however

splendid, which are cherished in the grateful hearts of his country

men, let us rather, on this occasion, observe the striking comparison

which exists between this illustrious Hero and the sacred fame of

that warrior to whom I have alluded in the text:—for him also

his Country " made great lamentation, and mourned many days,

saying, How is the valiant Man fallen, that delivered Israel!"

Mr. Clarke then proceeded to draw a comparison between

Lord Nelson and the renowned Judas Maccabeus, who like

him fell in battle; and then concluded as follows:—

And let us, like Israel, ever cherish the blessed remembrance of

our fallen and renowned Hero; and with our hearts zealously

answer to the signal with which he led into the battle—" Ensla.hd

expects every man to no his DOTY." England! the depo

sitary of civil and religious freedom for the rest of mankind ! and

while we continue to do our duty, tkere are still hopes that the

degenerate sons of men may sometime or other catch this noble
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fire, and vindicate their ravaged Birth Right. Let us also duly

honour the memory of those two kindred Heroes, who, with their

noble Commander, died for their country amidst the shoufi of

Victory. May the god of battles receive their souls, and those of

all, (who fell in this glorious conflict for the peace of Europe,)

into the mansions of eternal happiness; and may the blood which

thus hath been sprinkled between earth and heaven, arrest the mad

progress of a cruel and unrelenting ambition ; and stay the plague :

may it confirm the loyalty, and patriotism of all ranks ; and, above

all, may it teach our beloved Country to know, in this her day,

the things that belong unto her peace !

Praise ye therefore the Lord for the avenging of Israel, when the

people willingly offered themselves : my heart is toward the

Governors of Israel that offered themselves willingly among the

people: the depths have covered them! his host has he cast into

the sea ! The enemy said, I will pursue ; I will overtake, I will

divide the Spoil ! Thou, O Lord! didst blow with thy wind—

the waters were gathered together, and the sea covered them ; they

sank as lead in the mighty waters !—So let all thine enemies perish,

O Lord!—But let them that love him be as The Sun when he

gocth forth in his might!

MR. EDITOR,

"J^IIE inclosed is the copy of a letter from a Midshipman, on

board the iEolus, to a'young Lady, his relation, giving an

account of Sir Richard Strachan's engagement on the 4lh of

November.—I read the original letter to Mrs. Knight, the wife

of Admiral Knight ; and she was so much pleased with the

genuine sentiments of a Tar, which it breathes throughout, that

she thought you would probably consider it deserving a place in

your valuable publication ; and desires me to say, that should you

so consider it, she should feel particularly obliged by your

inserting it. Like the immortal Nelson, this youth went to sea

at the age of twelve years, which will be considered a efficient

excuse for any incorrectness of language w hich the letter may

contain.

Inner Temple, 16th Dec. B. R.

MY DEAR MARY, . JEdiu, Plymouth Sound, Kov. 10, 1803.

I WAS in hopes of seeing you the last time we were in ; but the

•onscquence of our being dispatched immediately with the flying
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squadron, under the command of Sir Richard Strachan, put a stop

to all those hopes : but never mind—fortune always favours the

brave. Wc had not cruised long before we fell in with the

Rochefort squadron : the weather proving foggy and rainy, they

made their escape with all their prizes—a great misfortune—they

consisted of five Sail of the line, two Frigates, two Brigs, and

eight Merchantmen. Nothing occurred until the 2d Nov., when

retiring to our cots, who should join us but the little Phccnii, with

three cheers; which was returned with high glee from the whole of

the squadron. She gave us information of four Sail of the line of

the enemy having chased her the whole day. Not a moment was

lost in making sail—we continued in chase until that happy and

glorious day, the 4th inst., when we came up with the Monsieurt—

Every thing favourable—the weather mild and serene : the first

gun was fired by the St. Margaret : a running fight was kept up

for four hours ; when the enemy, finding they could not escape,

love to for us—a general action then commenced—in truth we

■were in the warmest of it during the whole of their tacking ; which

they did with the intent of cutting off our Frigates. This placed

us'in a critical position, and obliged us to run the gauntlet with

the whole of them—Thank God! we had only three men badly

'wounded : our rigging was cut up very much—there wc continued

at it, hot and warm, pelting away for three hours and t-.-.cntv-five

minutes, before we made them haul their haughty flag down—a

happy sight—they proved to be le Formidable, the Admiral's Ship,

le Scipion, le Duguay Trouin, and le Mont Blanc; two 80 guns,

mud two 74's, which had made their escape from Nelson, fifteen

days from Cadiz, all fine Ships ; they are dreadfully cut np.

I am not certain, but I think they had between sis and seven

hundred killed and wounded. The old Admiral is one of the

wounded.

Our little squadron consisted of only four Sail of the line, and

four Frigates—our killed an>l wounded is so small as not to be

•worth mentioning ; but I have met with a sad accident : in the

hurry of clearing fof action they hove my chest overboard, with all

my clothes in it, except ei^ht dirty shirts which I had in my birth:

not I alone, hut three of my messmates shared the >ame fate:

therefore I shall require assistance to new rig me, until I receive

my prize-money. This will be a grand spoke in my favour when

I pass my examination, which will be the first Wednesday in next

month, if we arc in harbour : there is no fear but Mr. Baker will

use his interest in toy behalf. This will be something for the,
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people of England to talk of; they have been grumbling for some

time past—I am also glad to tell you what I have heard of

Nelson's fleet

The combined fleet came out of Cadiz wkh an intent tofight, or

run, as they should find most convenient ; consisting of 33 Sail of

the line: Nelson had only 27; but he gave them so warm a

reception, as induced these four lads to make the best of their way

off; but, thank God! we have got a man who would not allow them

to get into any of the ports of France to tell tales. Our Captain

is also a brave fellow ! They say when they left Nelson, there

were seventeen totally dismasted of French and Spanish—the San-

tissima Trinidada had struck her colours : therefore I shortly hope

to see many of them in our British ports—I dont know what

Buonaparte will say to this ; he will hardly believe it to be true;

but we will tell him to the contrary. This dust has cut me up so

greatly, that I require as much new rigging as the Ship ; let me

liear from you soon, for I have nothing left but what I stand in,

and my shirts.

From what I hear, Sir Richard will not yet give up the Roche-

fort squadron. As soon as we have repaired damages, we are. to

go in quest of them again : these dogs have the impudence to say

they will not strike; but by heavens, if Sir Richard gets alongside

of them, he will tell them to the contrary ; he is determined the

people of France shall not hear of his action, for he detains every

Vessel that comes in sight of him. I wish you could see us—I

know not what to compare our sails to—they are like sieves ; as

for our rigging, it is cut to pieces. It is a glorious sight to see us

come in— the French are totally dismasted—and the little Fri

gates arc towing them in—they arc nothing but hulks at present,

they certainly were fine Ships when in chase. A friend on board

has just informed me, if I ask leave to pass my examination, the

Captain cannot with propriety refuse me ; if he should, by apply,

ing to the Admiralty they will grant me leave of absence for a

short time—then we shall spend some happy hours ! I think I

deserve to be on shore now, for during six years I have not been

six weeks on shore. God bless you!

F. D. ROMNEY.

MR. EDITOR,

■^l7"OUR invaluable work has already thrown out several hints

upon a subject which, I confess, I am of opinion ought not

to be disregarded. I allude to the naming of our Ships. In the

captures made from our enemies, it frequently occurs that we
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obtain Vessels distinguished by the same name with Ships i.i obt

own service. Upon such occasions it is surely desirable that the

French terra should be retained. For instance, one of Sir

R. Strachan's prizes is called le Scipion ; and as we have a Scipio

building at Portsmouth, I would suggest the propriety of christening

the Ship upon the stocks anew. Why sot call it " The Bronte.'"

Can the illustrious and immortal Hero who bore that title ever be

brought too often to our recollection ? One of the Swiftsures too

must change its name. Would not " The Trafalgar" be as appro

priate one for the priae ?

In short, Sir, I am surprised that the proud names of Potrtiers,

Cressy, Blake, la Hogue, Rodney, St. Vincent, &c, are not pre

ferred to the unmeaning ones of Arrogant, Assistance, Vanguard,

and a long list of others equally ridiculous.

Should not these hints be deemed obtrusive, by inserting them

in some future page they may perhaps draw the attention of

those in power to an error which is generally remarked, and as

generally censured.

TRAFALGARIENSIS.

MR. EDITOR,

SENSIBLE that it will afford you satisfaction to publish

whatever may redound to the honour of our brave seamen,

permit me to request you will give the following extract from a

letter received from a relation at Gibraltar, who is a Surgeon

there, and has been much engaged in attendance upon the poor

wounded fellows who have been sent ashore there from the

Ships returned from the late action off Cape Trafalgar.

December 10, 1805. ( NEPTUNE.

EXTRACT.

TO see how these men, the brave sailors, bear pain in all it*

various forms, would create as great astonishment and admiration,

as to hare seen the calmness that inspired their conduct in the day

of battle.

Mr. drivers, Surgeon of (he Tonnant, told me a man who was

working one of the qiiarter-dcrk guns was shot through the great

toe; he looked at his toe, which hung by a fragment of skin, and

then at his gun, and then at his toe again ; at last he took out his

pocket knife, gave it to his comrade—" Jack, cut that bit of skin

through for me."—" No," says the other, " go down to the

Doctor, man."—« D—u it5 I'm ashamed of going down to him for
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this trifle, just whip it off for me, its only a bit of skin." In this

■way they were going on, when the carronade near him took a cant

accidentally, from a roll of the Ship, and crushed the whole of that

part of his foot ; he was then obliged to leave the deck, but is uow

on board, and doing well.

MB. EDITOR,

T SEND the following, requesting it may be inserted in your

Chronicle, on the recent death of Captain George Ckrke, of-

the Royal Navy.

J)cc. 13, 1805. B. B. S.

From the London Chronicle.

——— i Brave, gen'rous youth, ,

The pensive muse, to mourn thy hapless fate,

Justly devotes her melancholy lay,

E'en could she soar, and reach those plaintive notes

Which Cy»thia's songstress pours with magic skill.

Not Philomela's sweet soft soothing strains

Were sad enough to wail thy Country's loss,

Yet my muse 'dares to undertake the task.

Presumptuous Bard ! some envious critic cries—

My muse is dauntless still, for well she knows,

That when affection prompts the humble lay,

The lenient critic's candid eye o'erlooks

(If not approves) the simplest strains.

O Clarke ! at thought of thee, all Albion weeps

Her fame for mercy to her vanquish'd foes,

How did thy gen'rous conduct then support,

When sympathetic pity fill'd thy soul,

Taught thee to treat a captive hostile chief*

With manly kindness—such as rarely flows

From any but Britannia's valiant Sons !

Thy gallant deeds near Afric's scorching coast,

How did they fire brave Abercrombie's heart,

With warm and just esteem ! With tenderness

Such as would fill a guardian Angel's breast,

How didst thou heal the fainting soldier's wounds,

And pour sweet consolation's gentle balm

Into his drooping soul ! —O had'st thou died

Whilst bravely fighting in thy Country's cause,

Each feeling heart would then have better borne

• (jrneral de Orange.
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Thy heavy loss ; but Heav'n denied that wish ; *

" And be that" Heav'n all-righteous " will obey'd;"

E'en in thy hapless death, thy virtue shone,

(Endanger'^ thy own life)—This the first thought

That lill'd thy gallant soul—To save thy friend.

Yc who with just and tender sympathy lament

The valiant sailor and the faithful friend,

Let this bright beam of light celestial shine

With genial warmth dispel the low'ring gloom

That now oppresses your desponding hearts

For—he who bravely fought—whilst here on earth,

As warrior for his Country and his King,—

Lo ! shouting Angels press to crown his brow*

With fadeless wreaths of glory—such await

" Soldiers of Christ—whose conflicts here are past"—■

Those too—who felt his kind humanity

When wounded on a foreign friendless shore,

(Now Saints in Heaven)—with eager joy shall fly

To welcome his glad soul to endless rest.

'HE drawing from which the accompanying plate was engraved1,

we were favoured with by a gentleman who copied it from the

original, in the possession of the Right Hon. the Lords Com

missioners of the Admiralty, and have no doubt but it is the most

•orrect that has as yet been presented to the public. It shows the

position of the fleet under the command of Lord Nelson at three

different periods of the ever-memorable 2 1st of October, together

with the situation of the combined forces of France and Spain at

the commencement of the action with the British fleet. The

situation of the combined ileet, as here represented, has been

vouched to be correct by Admiral Villcneuve, in the original sent

to the Admiralty.

Cape Trafalgar, E. by S. five leagues, Cadiz N. by E. nin«

leagues. The wind light airs and variable during the morning,

from N.W. by N., to S.VV. j at noon wind W.S.W. The enemy's

fleet lying to on the larboard tack in a line, N.N.W. and S.S.E.

The Defence and Africa having the look-out, had not gained their

station. The Britannia, Prince, and Dreadnought, from their bad

sailing, were ordered by signal to take station as convenient.

* The particulars of I lie unfortunate death, and a brief statement of the cha

racter of this gallant and lamented Officer Here inserted iu the Naval C'hronicfc,

F»i'e 28(i. '

PLATE CXCIII*.
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ADDENDA

i
TO

THE BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIR

OF THE LATE EIGHT HONOURABLE

HORATIO LORD VISCOUNT NELSON, K.B.

AND DUKE OF BRONTE;

VICE-ADMIRAL OF THE WHITE SQUADRON.

(Continued from page 415.)

JT was on the morning of Wednesday, November the 6th,

that the news of the illustrious Nelson's victory and death

arrived. At ten o'clock the Park and Tower guns were fired,

and an Extraordinary Gazette, with Admiral Collingwood's

account of the battle of Trafalgar was published in the evening.

" The feeling with w hich this intelligence of the triumph and

death of Lord Nelson was received by the British people/'

says a contemporary writer*, did honour to their character.

It was a sensation at once of patriotism, of pride, and ofgratitude.

Not a man who would not have given up his life to achieve

such a victory. Not a man who would not have surrendered

every part of the victory (except the honour of Britain) to save

the life of Lord Nelson. Such is the interest which this unex

ampled Hero of his country has secured in the hearts of English

men ! Every heart felt, and every tongue expressed the same

sentiment that never was a conquest made at a moment so

necessary, and so essential to the well-being of the country—but

never was a battle so clearly won.—It was truly said of Lord

Nelson, that greatly as we may lament his loss, and proudly as

we shall, no doubt, perpetuate his memory, his fame will

* A gentleman who lias published a life of Lord Nelson ; the facts of which,

however, previously to the victory of Trafalgar, have been wholly taken from

The Njval Chbonicle. This in the case with all the ditferent lives which have

been published of our deceased Hero. Indeed, whatever number may be written,

their materials must all be derived from the same source.

f9rt. Otynra. OoUXIV. ii i
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receive the greatest tribute from the exultation of the enemie*

of his country. What is likely to be the inward ejaculation of

Buonaparte ?—" Perish the twenty ships ! The only rival of

my greatness is no more!" .And who that has observed lire

inexhaustible resources of the mind of Lord Nelson, the elec

trical promptitude with which, in the most perilous situation, he

instantly applied the manoeuvre that was applicable to the case—

the disdain of all personal danger in the pursuit of his object—

the rapidity of his movements—and what was, perhaps, above

all other things the most valuable quality in his nature—the

happy art of breathing into every companion in arms his own

constancy under protracted expectation—his own fervour in the

moment of attack—but will pronounce that, as a Commander,

it is impossible he should have a superior."

The metropolis M as very generally and brilliantly illuminated

on the occasion ; yet there was a damp upon the public spirit,

which it was impossible to overcome. Even many of the

devices and transparencies indicated, that the loss of Lord

Nelson was more lamented, than the victory was rejoiced at.

The theatres were not backward in their tribute to the

memory of his Lordship. At Drury Lane, on the evening of

the day on which the news arrived, after the performance of The

Siege of lie/grade, Mr. Braham, assisted by the other singers of

the House, sung the national air of Rule Britannia ; at the

conc lusion of which, Mr. Wroughton, the acting manager, can>«

forward, and delivered the following impressive lines :—

Is there, a man who this great triumph hears,

Anil with his transports does not mingle tears ?

For, whilst Britannia's Flag victorious flics,

Who can repress his grief when NELSON dies ?

Slretch'd on his deck, amidst surrounding fires,

There, Piht.nix like, the Gallant Chief expires.

Cover'd with trophies let his ashes rest—

His Memory lives in every British Breast—

His dirge our groans—his monument our praise—

And whilst each tongue this grateful tribute pays,

His soul ascends to Heaven in Glory's brightest blaze!
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This simple, yet elegant address, which spoke the genuine

language of the heart, was delivered by Mr. Wroughton with

that propriety, pathos, and energy, which can never fail of

niaLiug a powerful impression : it produced in every auditor

the corresponding emotions of sorrow. The lines were written

by Mr. Cumberland, a veteran favourite of the Muses, and

may be considered as possessing that taste and feeling which

constitute the principal charms of poetry.

At Coveut Garden, on the same evening, after the comedy

of She 71 ou'd and She Wou'd not, a musical melange was

introduced, including The Storm, and Admiral Benbozc, which,

from the deep and melodious tones of the bassoon, had a very

fine^ effect. The curtain then drew up, and exhibited a coup

d'ail at once grand and affecting. The stage represented an

area, supported by two pillars, from which were suspended me

dallions of Nelson, St. Vincent, Duncan, Bridport, Mitchell,

and Sir W. Sidney Smith. The English fleet was riding trium

phantly in the perspective, and in the front of the stage a groupe

of Naval Officers and Sailors were seen in attitudes of ad

miration. Suddenly a medallion descended, representing a

half-length of the Hero of the Nile, surrounded with rays of

glory, and with these words at the bottom:—" Horatio

Nelson." The effect was electrical, and the house resounded

with the loudest plaudits and acclamations. Rule Britannia

was then sung ; and the following: stanza, written by Mr. Ash

ley, of Bath, vyas introduced by Mr. Taylor with considerable

melody and feeling :—■

Again the lend lon'd trump of fame

Proclaims Britannia rules the main ;

Whilst sorrow whimpers NELSON'S name,

And mourns the gallant Victor slain.

Rule, braye Britons, rule the main,

Avenge the god-like IIeuo slain.

The Dead March in Saul was then very solemnly per

formed by the orchestra.

On the Monday following, a short dramatic sketch, from
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the pen of Mr. Cumberland, was produced at Drury Lane

Theatre, in honour of die memory of Lord Nelson. The

piece opened with a sea view, and Fame descending with his

Lordship's last order—England expects that every man will do

his duty. To an appropriate song, by Braham, succeeded a

dialogue between several performers, broken, at intervals, by

strains of solemn music. A sentiment in the dialogue, that

Lord Nelson had sent his mantle and his spirit to Lord Col-

lingwood, was strongly felt by the audience. The sketch con

cluded with Rule Britannia in full chorus.

A few evenings after, a new comedy was brought forward at

Covent Garden, the epilogue to which was delivered by Mrs.

H. Johnston. Towards the close, she withdrew to the side of

the stage, as though about to retire, and throwing off some of

the front of her dress, she appeared in a purple apron, with the

word " Nelson," in gold, and the English jack struck on one

of the corners. It produced a strong effect on the audience ;

and their emotion was much increased by the extraordinary

force and feeling with which Mrs. Johnston delivered the fol

lowing impassioned lines, from the respectable pen of Mr.

Fitzgerald :—

Thus having finish'd all my flippant part,

I now must speak the dictates of my heart.

Each smile I wore conceal'd a half-cheek'd tear,

Which long'd to flow on Nelson's honour'd bier !

At that lov'd name each bosom heaves a sigh,

And drops of sorrow fall from ev'ry eye.

His mighty arm, at one tremendous blow,

Hurl'd Britain's thunder on his country's foe ;

But in the midst of his resistless fire,

His conquering Fleet beheld their Chinf expire !

Though England's ships in awful triumph ride,

With shatter'd Navies captive by their side ;

The tidings Fame, with muflled trumpet, brings,

And Victory mourns his loss, in sabie wings !

Britons, she cries, though now my bosom bleeds,

Your Naval Sons shall emulate his deeds ;

Thus shall his Spirit, rising from his grave,

Make future Nelsons triumph on the Wave !
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The moment that the Board of Admiralty had read the first

dispatches from Admiral Collingwood, relative to the glorious

victory of Trafalgar, an Admiralty Messenger was sent off to

His Majesty, at Windsor, where he arrived at the early hour of

half past six in the morning. His Royal Highness the Duke

of York arrived at the Castle about eight, at once to congra

tulate their Majesties upon the victory, and to condole with

them on the great and heavy loss by which it was purchased.

On hearing of the death of Lord Nelson, His Majesty was so

deeply afflicted, that a profound silence of nearly five minutes

ensued before he could give utterance to his feelings. The

Queen, ou being informed of the news, called the Princesses

around her, and read the dispatches aloud; while the whole

royal groupe shed tears to the memory of Lord Nelson. The

Royal Family then went to Chapel, to return thanks to Al

mighty God, for the success of His Majesty's arms ; and, about

one o'clock, the Staffordshire militia marched to the Little

Park, where they fired three vollies in honour of the great event.

At a Privy Council, on the following clay, His Majesty deter

mined on calling upon the nation to return thanks to Al

mighty God for the great victory which had been obtained ;

and Thursday, the 5lh of December, was lixed, by royal pro

clamation, for a day of General Thanksgiving, throughout

England, Scotland, and Ireland. It was held with uncommon

solemnity ; the respective places of public worship tluoughout

the kingdom were uniformly well attended : churchmen, and

dissenters of every description, seemed actuated by one common

sentiment of unaffected piety ; and the immense contributions

which were received at the respective doors of the numerous

churches, chapels, Sec. in aid of the Patriotic Fund, admirably

evinced that national feeling of liberality for which Britons

have long been preeminently distinguished *.

• The following instance of genuine benevolence if particularly worthy of

notice.—At Mr. Tlowland Hill's chapel a parcel was Ken in the plate, which was

found to contain a new halfpenny, enveloped in a nank note for 1001., on which

was written—" A Widow's Mite!"—At Jlr. Hill's chapel, the amount of the con

tributions was greater than at any other chapel or church, the account of ninth

Iwsyet been received.
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So important was the victory of Trafalgar considered by oar

Government, that 3000 copies of the Gazette Ertraordinary,

containing Admiral Collingwood's dispatches, were sent to

Yarmouth, and thence transmitted to the Continent in a fast

sailing cutter.

It is reported to be the intention of Ministers, through the

medium of Parliament, to purchase an estate, to bear the

glorious name of " Trafalgar," and to settle it on the heirs

of Lord Nelson for ever.—Munificent as is the British Go

vernment, it is impossible for it to award a remuneration too

• splendid for the great, the brilliant, and important victory

obtained on the ever-memorable 21st of October.

The sum of 2000/. a year, voted by Parliament, was granted

to Lord Nelson and his heirs male ; but, as his Lordship died

'without issue, it falls with him. His joint executors are, the

Right Honourable and Reverend Earl Nelson, and Mr. Hasle-

wood, of Lincoln's Inn.

Lord Nelson is said to have expressed in his will*, a desire of

having his remains deposited by those of his father, at Burnham

Thorpe, unless His Majesty should be graciously pleased to

direct otherwise. His Majesty has directed otherwise, and has

given instructions that the body shall be interred in St. Paul's

Cathedral ; and that there shall be a grand funeral procession,

with all military and national honours, made out by the College

at Arms, and at the public expense, on the occasion.

After the battle of Trafalgar, his Lordship's remains were

placed in spirits, on board of his own Ship, the Victory, which

has safely arrived, with her sacred deposit. It was intended

that the Euryalus Frigate should convey his corpse to England ;

but, as Lord Nelson had been beloved and revered by his

Officers and Men through life, so, after his death, they wished

not to be separated from their lost Commander, till they should

consign his ashes to. the " dark and narrow house." A request,

to this effect, was made ; and Lord Collingvt ood, with a pro

priety of feeling which does him honour, immediately assented.

Hie following very interesting Memorandum, with v» hich we

have been favoured by a friend of The Naval Chronicle,

* An extract, or copy, of his Will, shall be given in our Cuxonjcle.
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affords a proof—if proof were wanting—of Lord Nelson's

superior skill in naval tactics, and of the happy facility which he

possessed of expressing, with clearness and precision, the ideas

which lie conceived. No seaman can peruse the following

paper (noxsjirst published) without immediately comprehending

all its points and bearings.—

Lord Nelson's Plan of Attack, given out on board Hit Majesty's Ship Victory,

dated of Cadiz, October 10, 1805.

Mem.

THINKING it almost impossible to bring a fleet of forty

Sail of the line into a line of battle; invariable winds, thick

weather, and other circumstances which must occur ; without such

a loss of time, that the opportunity would probably be lost of

bringing the enemy to battle, in such a manner as to make the

business decisive ;—I have therefore made up my mind to keep the

fleet in that position of sailing, (with the exception of the first

and second in command), that the order of sailing is to be the

order of battle; placing the fleet in two lines of sixteen Ships

each, with an advanced squadron of eight of the fastest sailing two-

decked Ships; which will always make, if wanted, a line of

twenty-four sail, on whichever line the Commander in Chief may

direct. The second in command will, after my intentions are made

known to him, have the entire direction of his line to make the

attack upon the enemy, and to follow up the blow until they arc

captured, or destroyed.—If the enemy's fleet should be seen to

windward in line of battle, and that the two lines and advanced

squadron could fetch them ; they will probably be so extended,

that their van could not succour their rear.—I should therefore

probably make the second in command's signal, to lead through

about their twelfth Ship from their rear, (or wherever he could

fetch, if not able to get so far advanced) : my line would lead

through about their centre, and the advanced squadron two, three,

or four Ships a-hcad of their centre, so as, to ensure getting at

their Commander in Chief; on whom every effort must be mailo

to capture. The whole impression of the British fleet must be to

overpower from two or three Ships a-head of their Commander in

Chief (supposed to be in the centre) to the rear of their fleet.— I

will suppose twenty sail of the enemy to be untouched, it must be

some time before they could perform a manoeuvre to bring their

force compact, to attack any part of the British fleet, or to succour

their own Ships ; which indeed would be impossible without

mixing with the Ships engaged.—The enemy's fleet is supposed to

consist of forty.six Sail of the line ; British forty; if cither is less,
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only a proportional number of the enemy's Ships are to be cut off.

Something must be left to chance, nothing is sure in a sea fight

beyond all others ; shot will carry away masts and yards of

friends, as well as foes : but I look with confidence to a victory

before the van of the enemy could succour their rear ; and then,

that the British fleet would be ready to receive their twenty Sail of

the line, or to pursue thcin should they endeavour to make off.

If the van of the enemy tacks, the captured Ships must run to

leeward of the British fleet ; if the enemy wears, the British must

place themselves between the enemy and the captured and disabled

British Ships ; and shotiM the enemy close, 1 have no fear as to

the result The second in command will in all possible things

direct the movements of his line, by keeping them as compact as

the nature of the circumstances will admit. Captains arc to look

to their particular line, as their rallying point ; but in case signals

cannot be seen, or clearly understood, no Captain can do very

wrong, if he places his Ship alongside that of an enemy. The

divisions of the British fleet will be brought nearly within gun-shot

of the enemy's centre. The signals will most probably then be

made for the lee line to bear up together, to set all sails, even their

steering sails, in order to get as tjuickly as possible to the enemy's

line, and to cut through, beginning at the twelfth Ship from the

enemy's rear: some Ships may not get through their exact place,

but they will always be at hand to assist friends. If any are

thrown in the rear of the enemy, they will effectually complete

the business- of twelve sail of the enemy.

Should the enemy wear together, or bear up and sail large, still

the twelve Ships composing, in the first position, the enemy's rear,

are to be the object of attack of the lee line; unless otherwise

directed by the Commander in Chief, which is scarcely to be

expected, as the entire management of the lee line, after the

intentions of the Commander in Chief arc signified, is intended to

be left to the Admiral commanding that line. The remainder of

the enemy's fleet, thrrty-four sail, are to be left to the management

of the Commander in Chief, who will endeavour to take care that

the movements of the second in command are as little interrupted

as possible.

% Command of the NELSON AND BRONTE.

Vice-Admiral.

It was our intention to complete in our present Volume this interesting Adden

da; but man v of our Subscribers being very desirous that the same should not be

concluded till after the Funeral of Lord Kelson; we feel (tour duty to comply

with such request, and shall in some of the early pages of our fifteenth Volume

tuish the Addenda with a full and accurate account of the honours to be paid by

agralolul Country to the remains of our departed Hero.

(To be concluded in the iw/rcc/it'i Volw.ie-.)
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NAVAL HISTORY OF THE PRESENT YEAR, 1805.

(November—December.)

RETROSPECTIVE AND MISCELLANEOUS.

jyjTTCH as our late and present wars with France have been discussed, tlieil

effect upon the French Navy does not appear to have been duly consider

ed, as to one ot' its most material points. The destruction of Ships is nothing iu

point of value to the extinction of oue race of seamen, and the preventiou of

another from succeeding them. If it could be estimated how many of the real

teamen of France have been forced into the army since the revolution, how many

have fallen in action with British Ships, how many have lost, by long confinement,

that hardihood of body and mind, which are necessary to the naval service, we

should probably find the number not much less than that of all the seamen

possessed by France in the \ear 1792. At the same time all the means of pro

viding seamen have ceased. There is no trade, not even a coasting trade. Jf

in the mouth of June the English and their enemies had each 88 sail of the line,

the former must now have 100, aud the latter Co. Lord Nelson's victory ha*

given us three to two, supposing we had before but equal numbers,

We understand that the burial of Lord Nelson was fixed for the 10th of Janu

ary : but is put oil", we believe, until after the meeting of Parliament. Previous

to this his Body will lie in State in the great Hall of the Admiralty. On Fri

day, Dec. '20, Ml. Nayler, of the FleruldS Office,1 left town for the Nore in

order to bring the body to Greenwich.

It was certainly the intention of Lord Collingwood to have sent the body of

Lord Nelson home hi the Euryalus, until a very strong reluctance was manifested

by the crew of the Victory to part with so precious a relict, to which they felt

almost an exclusive claim : they remonstrated through one of their Boatswain's

Mules against the removal, upon a ground that could not be resisted: he said,

" the Noble Admiral had fought with them, and fell on their own deck; that if,

by bciug put on board a frigate, his body should fall into the hands of the ene

my, it would make their loss doubly grievous to thein ; and, therefore, that

Ihey were one and all resolved to carry it safely to England, or go to the bottom

along with it themselves!"

On the lyth of November all the Ships in the road of Elsineur fired three dis

charges in celebration of the victory Off Cadiz. Immediately afterwards their

flags were lowered, and three uunute-guns fired on account of the death of Lord

Nelson.

It has been settled, that his Lordship's corpse shall not be taken down the steps,

in St. Paul's, to the vault, as all others have been ; but that it shall be let down

under the dome, where the brass grate is, the opening of which not being suf

ficiently large, a number of workmen are now employed to make it laree enough

to let the coffin clown i but it will be some time before it is complete, as.there is"

an immense fcody of stone to cut through. We do not learn that any other »i-

rauge., em.* :'.rc finally determined upon. Mr. Milne, the architect, of the Cathe

dral, had proposed tu Lord Hawkesbuxy, and the Bean and Chapter, a plan for

a monument to be erected to theWucmory of the Hero, under the centre of the

dome;, but th.s was much objected to, on account of its disfiguring the appear

ance of the Church. Mr. Milne has since laid before theia an ancient plan of

J%80. Qion, CJOI.XIV. 1 1 X
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St. Peter's, at Rome, fo prove hat his plan would not be a disfigurement to ffie

Church. He has likewise produced an old record, in which it appears, that it

was Sir Chrislophcr Wren's desirc'to have a monument erected under the centre of

the dome to perpetuate his memory. Should Mr. Milne's plan he adopted, a

larje stone pillar will rise Irora the grave, a considerable distance above the brass

prate, with a very elegant colossal figure of the deceased on the top of it. Th«

Bishop of Lincoln, the Dean, is expected in town in a few days, when a Chapter

will bo held, tor the purpose of making arrangements for the funeral. It a re

ported that a monument will likewise be erected in Westminster Abbey.

The Lords of the Admiralty have paid the highest tribute in their power to ihe

memory of Lord Nelson. Orders are issued front the Board, for laving du*n a

first-rate man of Avar in the King's Yard, Woolwich, to be named after him ; she

is intended to be one of the finest Ships in the service.

In the French papers, mention is made of the nipiunrable Battle of Trafalgar.

Tlie Monitenr states, that it lasted three days and nights ; that several Slims of

both fleets were destroyed ; and that the rest, to repair their damages, had stood

away to tea ! ! !—Not the slightest s\ liable is said, tu intimate to the Parisians, that

tile Combined Flcetsjiad suffered a signal and complete defeat !

Porttmouth, Dec. 12.—The Captain of the French Ship Swiftsure was vesterdav

examined as to the capture of that Ship off Cape Trafalgar, which is necessary

previous to condemning the Ship as a prize to the captors, lie merely said,

" that he could nut help it—lie was obliged to strike, and that he lost ail he

had."

The Poulette fripatc, Captain Dunbar, was paid off this morning. Arm ed the

Staunch gun-vessel, from a cruise. '

There were two Swiftsures in the act ion, and two Achilles. The French Swift -

sure, formerly an English Ship, has been sent to Gibraltar; the French Achilles

was burnt during the action. The Berwick, the aidy other English Ship w hicb

the enemy had, was wrecked near St. Lm ar.

It is remarkable, that the Minotaur anil the Spartiate, which were, both in the

British line at the Battle of Trafalgar, were opponents at the Battle of the Nile,

when the latter struck to the former. -

Captain Cappel, whose extraordinary exertion Lord Cnllmgwoor) speaks of in

the Gazette, was the Officer who brought home the dispatches from Lord Xebtun

of the Battle of the Nile. He is second brother to the Earl of Essex.

The answer of the Captain of the flora, to the fabricated letter of the Dutch

Admiral :—

" sin, " His Majesty's Ship Flora, offthe Teitl, Xor. 29,1805.

" I have received your news, and dt-iply lament for the world, that the Tyrant

of it hus had the success you say. The punishment of mankind is not yet at an

end ; when the Almighty w ills it so, be assured it will not require the united force

of Europe to pnt an end to the career, and hurl to oblivion the avowed enemy

and destroyer of the laws of nations. I am, cvc. etc. itc.

" LOFTL'S OTWAY BLAND,

" Senior Officer of His Majesty's Ships

To Admiral Kiklert, .S-c.-iJc." and Vessels off theTexel."

It is said there is to be added to each of the four divisions of Royal Murines a

Field OJicer, and a company of Koyal Artillery. If a company of Sharp Siioot-

crs were added, it would be a desideratum iu future naval actions, as most of our

Officers were picked off in the glorious battle of Trafalgar, by marksmen who
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wore all quartered in llie tops of the French Ships of war; most of whom were

native Tyrolese Coat-shooters, enlisted, or rattier trepanned into the French ar

mies in the late war, when the French passed the Tyrol, Each Ship from the

victory of Trafalgar has brought home 300 French prisoners, who will he placeo?

in (lie Prison Ships fitting up for them. The gallant Captain Rotlieram, Lord

Collingwood's Captain in the Dreadnought, is come home in the Bellerophon,

74, vice Captain Cooke, killed in the glorious victory of the 21st of October.

Lord Melville is proceeding rapidly in the arrangement of his defence. The

answer of his Lordship to the Articles wf Impcaclunent of the House of Commons,

is drawn up, in a good measure, alicrthc styleof an answer to a Bill in Chancery.

It is said to be a very powerful composition, and lo have been arranged princi

pally by Mr. Hobhouse. Mr, Plomer, we understand, is to be the leading Coun

sel in conducting his Lordship's defence.

ILtttm on &etbitt,

Copied verbatim from the Losuos Gazette.

[Continued from pm:e 438.]

ADMIRALTY-OrriCZ, NOV. ."0, 1005.

Copy of a Tetter from the Honourable Captain Blackwood, of His Majesty's Ship

the Euryalns,to W illiam Marsden, Esq. ; dated this day at the Admiralty.

sin,

tfjJHSKUVIXG in the Gazette Extraordinary, of the 27lh instant, that the num

ber of the enemy's Ships taken and destroyed, ill consequence of the Action

of the 21st of Oclober, Ls slated at twenty sail of llie line, I take the liberty of

mentioning to you, for the information of my I ords Commissioners of the Admi- -

rally, that as this niu>t be 'intended i« include the French Ship Argouaulc, of 74

guns, which Ship 1 had an opportunity of knowing was safe in the port of Cadiz,

it will be proper to state the actual number taken and destroyed, at nineteen sad

ot the line. This apparent inaccuracy was occasioned i>y the dispatch of the

Commander in Chief, dated the 4lh, having been made up before my last return

with a Hag of truce from tlutt port.

I am, &c. HENRY BLACKWOOD.

UKCKMBER 3.

Copy of a Letter from Vice-Admiral Lord Coltingicood, Commander in Chief of Hit

Majesty's Ships and Vessels in the Mediterranean, to William Maudtn, Esq. ;

dati d on board the Queen, ojj Cape Spartel, the 9th Xoocmber, 180j.

sin,

1 enclose, for their lordships' information, the Tonnant's return of killed and

wounded in the action with the Combined Fleets off Cape Trafalgar, the 2lst

ultimo, winch 1 received jcsterda\, and now completes them.

I am, &.c. C. COl.LIXGWOOD.

Ah Abstract of the Killed and Woundtd on hoard His Miljesty's Ship Tonnant, in the

Action with thci'ombined Fleets tf France and .Spui/i, ojj Cope i'mjulgar, the 2\st

of October 180j.

Killed.—1 Tetty Officer, 16 Seamen, and 9 Marines. Total, 26.

Wounded.—2 Officers, 2 Petty Officers, 30 Seamen, and 16 Marines.

Total, jO.

Officer hilled.—William Brown, Midshipman.

Officers wounded.—Charles T\ ler, Captain ; Richard Little, Boatswain ; William

Allen, Clerk; Henry Ready, Maslci's-Matc; the three last slightly.

C. COLLINGWOOD.
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DECFVBEIl 10.

Gtpy of a Letter from the Honourable Rear-Admiral Cochrane, Commander in Chief

of His Mtjesty't Ships and Vessels at the Leeward Islands, to William Martden,

Est}. ; dated on board the Sorthumbcrland, in tight of Barbadoet, 13d October

1805.

■IB,

I beg leave to enclose to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, a copy

Ufa letter from Captain Tobin, giving an account of the capture of His Majesty"*.

]atc Sloop the Cyane ; and I am happy to acquaint th<-ir Lordships, that I am just

informed by a Ship that left Barbadoes last night, that the Naiad has been cap

tured bv His Majesty's Ship Jason.

I am, &c. ALEX. COCHRANE.

Princess Charlotte, at Anchor ofthe GulfofParia,

■IK, 8l/i October, 1805.

T beg to acquaint you, that, on the 5th instant, noar Tobago, His Majesty's .

Ship under my command captured the Cyanc Fren-h Corvette (late in His Ma

jesty's service) of twenty six-pounders, two fours, and six twelve-pound car-

yonades, with a crew of one hundred and ninety men, commanded by Monsieur

Mesnard, Lieutenant de Vaisscau ; the Naiad Brig, ot eighteen long twelve-

pounders, and two hundred turn, was io company, commanded by Monsieur

Ilamon, Lieutenant de Vaisseau, (the senior Olhccr), but, by tailing a more

prudent situation, and superior sailing, effected her escane without any apparent

injury. When discovered, they were so distant, I saw no chance of overtaking

them by an avowed pursuit, I therefore disguised the Princess Charlotte as much

as possible, wluch had the desired rtlect of bringing them down.

Captain Mesnard defended his Ship in a very gallant manner ; and I am happy

in saying, that her loss in mm has been inconsiderable. The second Capram,

Monsieur Gautier, and two Seamen, arc killed ; an Eflseigne de Vaisseau and

eight seamen wounded, some of them severely.

Hie sails and ringing of the Princess Charlotte are much cut, which was evi

dently the ai.n of both Vessels. She had one man killed and six wounded, one of

them mortally.

I have every reason to he satisfied with the Officers and Ship's Company (at

the time above thirty short of complement) upon this occurrence. To -Mr.

Patrick Warner, the first Lieutenant, (whose exertions I hate hern deprived

oT since he took possession of the Cyane, owing to a severe bruise he recetted by

the falbtigofhei main-yard), I am much indebted.

The Naiad and Cvanm- lelt Martinique on the S9th ultimo, stored and vic

tualled tur three months, but had made no captures.

I am, 6tc. GEORGE TOBIN.

I7ic Hcnmirable Rear-Admire! Cochrane,

ejtc. cjc. £c. Curbudois.

topy of c letter from Viet-Admi.-xl Dr.crrt, Commander in Chiefof His Majettfs

4*:pi and Vessels at Jamaica, to William Harsden, Est.; dated at J'oit Royal,

OcL<ber 1, 1805.

SIR,

Herewith yon will receive, fcr the information of the Lords Commissioners of .

the Admiralty, the cop} ol a Icitcr I have received from Captuin Ejtic, of IL»

Majesty '» Slooji Rein Deer.

I am, &c. J B. DACRKS.

His Mafetttfl Slonv. Rein Veer, off Cape -"uVaie,
b'*' the 1:0th of September, 18<i5.

I have the satisfaction to acquainf you, that, on the 13th instant, after a chase

of upwards of tu hours, I captured" the trench Privateer Hcnoaimee, oX two
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six-pounders and fort}- men, belonging to St. Domingo, but last from Barracoa,

and had not taken any tiling. Much, credit is due to the Rein Deer's Ship's

company, for their strong exertions at the sweeps during the whole chase in a

very hot day. I have the honour tu be, &c.

To Jama Richard Dacrcs, Est,., Rear-Admiral JOHN FYFFE.

of' the Red, Commander in Chief', cj-c. t%e. ttf-c.

Jan

DFCF.MBV.R 24.

Copy of a Letter from the Honourable Reur-Admiral Cochrane, Commander in Chief

of His Majesty's Ships and I'exsels at the Leeicard Islands, to William Marsden

iCsq. ; dated Barbadoes, the 27 th of October, 1B05.

SIR,

I have the honour to enclose, for the information of the Lords Commissioners

of the Admiralty, the copy of a letter from Captain Champain, of His Ma jesty's

ship Jason, staling the capture of the Naiad, a very fine French National corvette,

of sixteen long twelve-pounders (pierced lor twenty-two), and one hundred and

seventy men. I aiu, ice.

ALEX. COCHRANE.

His Majesty's Ship Jason, Carlisle-Bay,

SIS, ILirbadoct, October 15, 1805.

I have the honour to acquaint you, that, on the 13th instant, at hall-past three

A. M., in latitude 14 dcg. 5 mill. N., longitude 55 deg. 48 min. W., I nude all

sail in pursuit of a stranse brig, which, after a chase of nine hours, close hauled, at

the distance of five miles of each other, and a partial firing of fifteen minutes, I

succeeded in capturing, and have brought in.

She proves lo be the French National corvette Naiad, commanded hy Monsieur

Hamon, Lieutenant dc Vuisseau, pierced for twenty-two guns, mounting sixteen

long twelve-pounders, with four brass two-pound swivels, and had on board one

hundred and seventy men, one of whom was lulled in the action (the only loss).

She was on a two mouths' cruise from Martinique ; of which time •only fifteen days

had expired, without her making a capture.

She came from Europe in March last with the Toulon squadron ; and is one of

the largest brigs in the French service; extremely well fitted, sails very fast (hav

ing escaped from many of our cruisers), and appears particularly calculated for

His Majesty's service. I have the honour to be, cVc.

%'he Honourable Rear-Admiral Cochrane, P. W. CHAMPAIN.

Commander in Chief, c%c. %c. df-c.

Cjpy ofa Letterfrom Captain T.obb, of His Majesty's Sliip Pomone, to William Man-

den, Esq.; dated at Litbun, December 3, 1U05.

SIR,

1 have the honour to acquaint you, for the information of the lords Commis

sioners of the Admiralty, the boats of His Majesty Ship under my command

boarded, on the. 5th of November, close iu v ill) Guardia, the Golondriua Spanish

lugger privateer, of four guns and twenty-nine mt n, belonging to Corunna. She

bad been out su weeks, and not made any capture; the enemy had two men

wounded/and the vessel I set fire to.

Yon will be pleased to communicate the enclosed rIso to their Lordships, and

1 have the honour to*be, £*.c.

W. G. LOBB.

His Majesty's Sloop Curietu, Lisbon,

sin, Dtcember '.!, 1805.

I beg to acquaint you, that His Majesty's sloop under my command capt'tred,

on the i'jth nit., thirteen leagues west oi Cape Scllciro, the Brilliano, a Spanish

luster private r, u itb five carriage guns and thirtv-five men, commanded by Don

joji-t'b Advis. ?lic had luen out live days from Puil Carrel, and two days ocloro
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we frll in with her, she had taken the English Brig Mary from Lynn, with cnab,

bound to Lisbon; and the Nymph Brig from Newfoundland, with fish for Yiana.

I am,&;c. J. JOHNSTONE.

IV. G. Lobb, F.S']., Captain of Hi* Majesty'*

Ship I'omone,

^ JPromotiona anti appomrmentfl.

A »reat promotion has taken place in the Spanish Navy—Gravina has herjr

Blade Captam-Gencial of the Fleet, and all the other Admirals have been raised

astep higher in rank.

Lieutenant QniHam, of the Victory, is promoted to the rauk of Commandes,

and appointed to the Etna bomb.

Sir E. Pellew has purchased several Ships in the East Indies for His Majesty's

service, and the following appointments have taken place m consequence :—His

Majesty's Ship Karl Howe ; Commander, E. Ratsey ; first Lieutenant, W. Smith ;

sc'rrad ditto, C. Hole ; third ditto, J. Everard ; Surgeon, Silias Blandford ; Pur

ser, G. Dale.—His Majesty's Ship Lord Duncan; Commander, C. S. F. Haw-

tajrtfi ; first Lieutenant, C. Nixon ; second ditto, J. Upjohn ; third ditto, R.

Inclcdon ; Surgeon, W. Preston ; Purser, J. Burford.—His Majesty's Ship

Cornwallis ; VV. J. Lye, Esq., acting Commander; \V*. Kempthorne. first Lieu

tenant; J. Crosby, second ditto; H. Elton, third ditto; William Laughrane,

fourth ditto;— His Majesty's Ship Sir Edward Hughes; H. H. Christian, Captain;

William Cressey, first Lieutenant ; J. Wallace, second ditto.—His Majesty's

Ship Victor; G. Bell, Esq., Commander, from His Majesty's Ship Culfoden, rice

H. H. Christian, promoted into the Sir Edward Hughes. Captain Cramer, of the
Rattlesnake, is made a Post Captain into the Concord • Frigate. Captain Tobin,

ivf the Northumberland, is appointed to the Princess Charlotte Frigate, at Barha-

docs ; Captain J. Morrison, of the Lilly, is made Post Captain, and appoinred to

the Northurabei land ; and Lieutenant D. Campbell, of't/ie Joijago, is made Com

mander in the Lilly.

Sir Robert Barlow is appointed Captain of Lord Keitu'sfieet in the North Seas ;

Captain Durham, to the. Barueur; Sir Thomas Williams, to command the Sea

Kencibles at Portsmouth, tire Admiral E. O'Rrven ; Captain Douglas, to the Fou-

diovant ; and Lieutenant M'Donald, to the Captivity Prison-ship, at Portsmouth.

Captain C. Rowley is appointed to the Eagle, vice Captain Colby ; and Captain

J. A. Wood, to the I'ranic, vice Herbert, at Portsmouth ; Captain Hoste, to the

Amphion ; and Sir W. Bolton, to the Eurydice, off Cadiz.

Captain Taylor, of the Camilla, is appointed to the Thames, a new Frigate, at

Woolwich ; and Captain Upton is appointed to the Camilla.

Captain Oliver lias taken the command of the Mars, of 74 guns, rice Duff,

killed ; and Captain Parker, ot the Weazle, is promoted to coinmaiad the Mcl-

pomen£, vice Oliver, off Cadiz.

Captain Shipley is appointed to a command in the Sea FenciMes ki Ireland ;

Captain J. Sliortland is appointed to the f a'sar, Sir Richard Strachan's flag Ship ;

Captain Cotgravc is appointed Agent fur prisoners of war at Plymouth; and

George Magrath, Esq., late Surgeon to Lord Nelson, is appointed Surgeon of Mill

Prison, Plymouth. •

Captain Srolf, of the Niol>6 Frigate, is appointed to the Goliath, rice Barton ;

Captain J. W. Loring, to the Niobe ; Honourable Captain Ficlqine, to the. Mi

nerva, a new Frigate; Captain Thomas, late of the Etna, to the Queen, Lord

Collingwood's Ship ; Captain Rotheram is come home in the command of the

Kellerophon ; Captain Larmour has taken the command of the Teraewire, viet

Captain (now Admiral) Harvey.

All the first Lieutenants of the Ships engaged ofT Trafalgar are to be promoted

tu. C'ouuuan ltnu
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BIRTHS.

Lately, the lady of Captain Hodder, of the Royal Navy, of a ton and heir.

On the 21st of October, at Hatfield, York, the lady of Captain Eyre, of the

Royal Navy, of a son.

At Thoscby Park, the Hon. Mrs. Bentinck, lady of Captain Bentinck, of the

Royal Navy, of a son.

On the 2d of December, at Ballibrickcn, Ireland, the lady of Captain F.

llaiijaud, of the Loire Frigate, of a son.

MARRIAGES.

At Plymouth, Wilson Rethborne, Esq., Captain of His Majesty's Ship Stnta

Margaritta, to Miss French, youngest daughter of John French, Esq., late of

Loughrea, Ireland.

On the 29th of October, Mr. R. Kitson, Purser of the Royal Navy, to Miss

Barns, of Portsmouth.

Dr. Hutchinson, of Hatton-street, to Miss Anne Parker, of Ham, daughter of

the late Admiral Sir W. Parker.

On the 18th of November, Lieutenant Bedford, of the Royal Hospital, at

Greenwich, to Mis* M. Spearing, daughter of Lieutenant Spearing, of the same

place.

At St. George's Church, M. R. Onslow, Esq., eldest son of Sir R. Onslow, Rarfc,

Admiral of the Red, to Miss Suton, eldest daughter of the late D. Seton, Esq.,

Lieutenant-Governor of Surat.

At Plymouth, Lieutenant and Quarter-Master Smith, of the Ro3'al Marines, to

Miss Anderson, daughter of Colonel Anderson, of that Corps.

Captain Carter, of the Plymouth Division of Royal Marines, to Miss Stokes

dajjghter^of T. Stokes, Esq., Solicitor, Chepstow.

Lately, at Gibraltar, Lieutenant Mayne, of the Polyphemus, to Miss. E. Stewart,

daughter ofG. Stewart, Esq., Master Attendant at Gibraltar.

On the 13th of December, at St. Michael's Church, Air. C. Denfortl, Lieutenant

of Marines, to Miss Mary Gillmore, daughter of Mr, Gillmore, of Pill.

- — ., . ., OBITUARY.

At Flashing, near Falmouth, Captain Cuming of the Castle Eden Indiaman.

In the late glorious action with the Combined Fleets, Lieutenant AV. A. Ram,

son to Colonel [lam, Al. 1'. lor the county ot Wexlord, Ireland.

On the 3lst of October, at Kingsland, upwards of ninety years of a»e, Mr.

Hood, father of the late. Captain Alexander flood, who was killed on l>ourd the

Mars, and of the present brave and excellent Olh'cer, Sir Samuel Hood, K. B.

On the 2d of November, at his house near Portsmouth, Major Uoisroud, of the

Royal Marines, sou of the late Colonel Boi&roud, who formerly commanded the

Portsmouth Division.

On the 21st of November, Lieutenant \V. Ross, of the Royal Navy, nephew

of C. Ross, Esq., Purser of the Agamemnon.

At Titchlield, Mrs. E. Thompson, lady of Rear-Admiral Thompson.

On the 23d of November, at his seat at Sidmonton, in Hampshire, Yilmiral Sir

Robert Kingsmill, Bart., in the 75th year of Ins age, whose character and talents

as a Naval Commander are too well known to acquire any illustration. He is

succeeded in his title and Hampshire estates, by his nephew Robert, son of the

late Edward Kingsmill, Esq., of Belfast. Our Biographical Memoir ol this Officer

appeared in Vol. V.
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Captain Busigny, of the Royal Marines, who was killed on board rhs T>Ttr-

rairc, wax an Otlieer very highly esteemed, and is very deservedly lamented.

Soon after he obtained his first commission, he embarked, with a party ot" marines,

on board the' Flora, Captain P. Williams; and'vvas with her when she captured

la Jfymphe French Frigate. It is very remarkable, that in that action all the

marines wore cither killed or wounded, except Lieutenant Busigny, a»d his ser

vant. Captain P. Williams, in his dispatch to llie Admiralty, particularly spoke

of his good conduct on that occasion. He was, some time p.fter, appointed Quar

ter Master of the Portsmouth Division, and remained in that station till he was

made full Captain. At the end of last war. be retired on half-pay. anil cota-

meaced banker in the Isle of Wight, with Messrs. Days. On the present war

breaking out, he applied to be placed in actual employment ; and ended ha

honourable career in the most glorious battle ever fought.

Lately was drowned, in one of the French prizes which was lost off Cadir,

Lieutenant Fern^nough, of His Majesty's Ship Donnegal.

On the C7lh of November, at his country seat, Swanmore Hoase, near Droi-

ford, W. A. Bettesworth, Esq., aged 70 ; formerly Juuge Advocate of His Ma

jesty's fleet, and many years a very eminent and respectable Attorney of the town

of Portsea.

Ou the same day, at Bath, in her 61st year, Mrs. M. Stowev, wife of J.

Stowey, Esq., of Taunton, and sister of the late Captain Reynolds, of the Navy.

Lately, at Dartmouth, in the prime of life, sincerely lamented by all hr*

friends, Ueddam Augustus Read, Esq., Lieutenant and Commander of His Ma

jesty's Brig Hardy. He was the rlclost sou of the late John Reid, of East Cams,

Esq., who had been successively Secretary to Admirals Cornish, Roddaro, and Sir

Peter Parker, Bart:, Admiral of the Fleet.

Lately drowned, at Jersey, Mr. G. Taylor, of His Majesty's Ship Conqnesf,

nephew of Lieutenant Boswcll, who commands that Ship, and son of Mr: Taylor,

of Portsea ; a youth whose HiimiMe disposition, and affectionate piety to his

parents, render him deeply regretted.

Al_i.^i; altar, ni liio qp:ni,;s In- n r 'i\ i';l -|' lh'' ha'.'!: cv. Ti.lfalgar, f.iVi-.rc ;;nr.t

ForsterT' i' the Unlussus, eldest son ol .Mr. 1-orster, Mir;eon 01 1«\ s lio-ynUu.

On the 9lli December, ut Slicerncss, J. D. Bfiycs, Esq., late Secretary to Ad

miral Sir Richard Bickerlon.

On the 10th Deeeiuher, at Chertsey, Surrey, in the 81st year of his age, Mr.

Tboiuas Love, senior Master in the Navy, wiio lost his leg on board Hi* Ma

jesty's S!ii|> Protlice (commanded by the prcsem Ai-iniral Bucl.nrf/, in :l.e

"li.i'i.j.i, a.Jiuii i.i iiie l'.'lh ul ;>;.:;l( uu.lcr l'. i I-.. [if v-a-lm- la-t ft

11." "c ttni' vi'- u !. i h;iLl receive'! pi/n ^loiis ior tlr.'ir scrv.i. ■. >n !r..>t i.iriiioraSic J;tv.

He has Ictt two sons in the Navy ; Mr. Thomas Love, Master, who was lately

employed as Agent to the Commissioners of the Spanish detained Ships in the

Mediterranean ; and Lieutenant Live, Secretary to the Honourable Admiral

Berkeley, Commander in Chief of the Sea Fcneibles in England. The latter was

Handing at the side ot' his father, when he lost Ins leg.

Lately, Miss Trutten, daughter of the late Captain Trotten, of the Navy.

On the '.'.Id of December, at her father's house, Miss Ann Elizabeth Hanmer,

in the 4th year of her age, daughter of Lieut. E. D. Hanmer, of the Royal

Marines.

ERRATA.

. In heraldic particulars, p. 278, line 4 from 'ha Ixittom, for Robert Harley, Earl

of Oxford, read Robert Walpolc, Earl of Orf rd.

In the engraving of the portrait that faces page 3~>j, far Phillips CroJru-, rtti

Piullips Cosby.
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JLloptra Sparine U&t

OF

SHIPS LOST, DESTROYED, CAPTURED, AND RECAPTURED, &c

FHOM MAY 3 TO 24, 1805.

THI Mercury, Rocher, from Oporto to London, re
ceived fo much damage on Oporto Bar in March, as

10 be obliged ro rcurn into Harbour, where (he l>as been
unloaded. The Galliot Bomb Difpatchio, laden with
wine, got damage on the Bar and put hack to refit.
The Marqui* of Lanfiown ; Hawkesbury, Carr; Pro-

prefs, Fruft } and Mars, Mitchell j of London ; the Alice,
Wilfonj Alexander, Dkkfcn; Apollo, C'immings; and
Stnpleton, Nicholfon, of Liverpool ; the Richmond* Wat-
fon, of Whitehaven, and fevcral fmall Craft, were taken
bv the French at Dominica, and carried hto Guadaluupe
ift March.
The Mathew, Young; Lady Nelfon, Bonner, of Lon

don ; Thetis, Smith , of Briftol ; Eclirfe, Dawes; and
Offippee, of St. Kin'-* were burnt at St. Kltt's, by the
Trench Squadron, on the 6th March \ rt;ey carried off' the.
Caroline, Hayes; and the Thomas, Grierfm ; both of
London, and laden ; they then proceeded to Ncm, and
the next day burnt at that lfland the Lady jane Hallidny,
Chivers ; Twins, Pcake, of London ; and the Nelly,
Jones ; and carried oflF the Nevis, Corey, of Briftol. The
Squadron returned to Martinique ioth March.
The Aurora, Phillips, of London, was burnt at Domi

nica by the French.
The SufannaJi, Rocloffs. from Menton to Erobtoo, is

detained by the Alert Privateer of London, and fent irto
Plymouth.
The Antenetfo, Defer, from Newport, bound to Ber

gen, is detained and font into Yarmouth by the Minx
Gun Brie.
The Karen Elizabeth, of and from Alcona to Barce

lona, is detained and fent into Yarmouth by the Ctnf r
Gun Brig.
The Draper, Williams, from Liverpool to waterfortJ,

was driven on Shore the aoth of April, on the Cuaft of
Wales. Cubq expected to be loft.
The Ocean Indiaman was blown out of Maieira the

2>th March, and had not returned the 7th April.
The Belfry, M'Dooald, from Africa, was captured off

Surinam, aid Feb., by the Eagle Privateer from Cay
enne ; fir co retaken by the Bcaulieu Frigate, and arrived
at Barbadoes.
The Grace, Tyter, from London and Madeira to Bar

badoes, if taken and carried into Guadeloupe.
The Sritifh QjJeen, Walker, from Jamaica to St.

John's, New Brunfwick, is loft in the Bay of Fur. Jay.
The Schooner Dolphin, of Barbadoes, is loll off St.

Lucie.
The Jafon, Martin, from Liverpool and Madeira, and

the Somerfet, from Briftol and Madtiri, both bound to
Surinam, were taken off Surinam, 10th Feb., by 1'AicJe
Privateer, of 14 guns, and 110 Men, and le Fl'ibifter, of
14 guns, and 76 Men, from Guadaloupe, and fent for
that lfland.
The Ma*.'on» dclle Gra7tefe San Biaggio, from Leg-

tiorn to St. Thomas's, is detailed by the Amelia Frigate,
■nd fent into Barbadoes.
The Hibemia, arrived in the Clyde from Charlefton,

was (poke by a Dane about is leagues to the weftward of
Torry, who put on board Captain Fringle, of the Ni.e,
from Liverpool to Riga, w.,ich Veir 1 was taken ljti. u't.
off Bam Head, by a French Biig Privateer of id gum,
and 100 Men, out s days from Dunkirk. She had alfo
taken and funk a Brig belonging to Sunderland ; the Diana,
of Kirkaldy, bound to Riga; mid a Brig t elonting to
Clyde, from Liverpool to New Brunt wick, (fuppofed to be
the Mary, Captain Scott.)
The Flora, Willbn, from Dundee to London, was rakro

off Cromer 17th Feb. Crew carried into Dunkirk by the
Privateer.
The Helena, Stewart, from Virginia to Barbadoes, is

gafcrn and curled into Guadaloupe.
The Jafon, Martin i and the Somerfet, Kncs>, from

Liverpool and Madeira to Surutan), are recaptured by t. -

Beaulieu Frigate, and arrived at Barbadoes ; the latter
much plundered.
The Spanifh Biig Francifco Xavier, from Carthagcnu

to Cadiz, wus taken icrh March by the Clyde, of
Greenock, and Lady Nelfcn, of Glalgow, and fent for
Greenock,
The Pnncefs charlotte Indiamtn, the Pearl, ther

Charlotte, and the Upton C-ftle, from Madras to Jlrm-
bay ", the Friend (hip, from Bengal to Bombay 5 a Com
pany's Brig, from the Gulf of Perfia to bombay, and 13
other VefTels, were carried in-n the Iflei of Francs be
tween the .loth of November and 8th of January !aft.
The Belle Poole and Atalantc Fiigaies, and Pfyche Joon,
with ftveral Privateers, tailed from thence on a cruifc
the end of December.
Tt e ltritannia, Cowan, from Liverpool to Newfound

land, wai taken oft Torry, in March Uft.
A letter from PafTagc in Spain, dated the 7th cf April,

mentions that an Er.glifh VefTtl laden with zso ton* of
fait, ten tons of coils, and twenty hampers of eai then-
ware, had arrived there, prize to the Admiral Bruix
Privateer j a.fo a rhree-mafted VelT I, which had reen
taken 23d March on Che Cjaft 01 Ireland -, and a third
pri^e, particular! Unknown.
The Stork, Webber, from Lisbon to Newfoundland,

has been taken by a Spanifh Privateer, and carried into
Lishon.
The Nile, Pringle, from Liverpool to Riga, which was

taken by a French Privates, and deferttd by them, has
been dice taken poflcffion of by the Mate, and carried
into the lfland of Bam.
The Neptunus, Blomiicq>, from Barcelona, |\ det.incd

by the Peiter Gun-brig ; the Jong Pieter, fiom Amftet-
dam to C&runna, and the Jeune M rte, Symnns, from
Eordeau* to Flfinore, arc de'air.ed hy the Lady Warren
armed Ship, and all Cent iatu Plymouth.
The Spanifh Brig St. Franciuo Xavier, from Cartha-

gena to Cadiz, pri7e to the Clyde, of Greenock, and
Lady Nelfoc, of Glafgow, is arrived in the Clyde.
The Oreftes Privateer, of on-? impounder, fix fwwefs,

and yi Men, is tak<rn by the Mufquito sloop »nd fent into
Yarmouth.
Tbe Bomb Difpatchio, from Oporto ro Limerick, U

taken by three Spanifh Row Boat^, and canted into
Guards,

I'.c Blufterer Gun-bvig has detained, and fent info
Ponfmouth the Juno, de Jonge, from Baltimore to
Anujerdam.
The Elizabeth, Rogerfon, from Malta to Leith, took

tire at Gibraltar, and wat fcuttled ; cargo entirely con*
fumed.
The Ruth, Hayman, from Lisbon to Bri^ol, hat been

taken, retaken, and arrived at Gucrnfry.
The Henrietta, Wilkie, from Amfteriara to Bour-

deaux ; and the Porotbea, from AmBerdam to Alicant,
are d rained by the Swan cutter, aiid fent into Yar
mouth
The PyladeJ, Dutch privateer, is taken by the Mu£

quito Hoop, and arrived at Yarmouth.
The Mcanwcll, Patten, from Liverpool to Barbadoes,

is taken and carried into Guadaloupe.
The Simla, —— ■ , from Guernfcy to Gibraltar, is

taken.
The Nova Sociedade, from Liverrool to Lisbon, is

taken hy a Spanifh privateer, and carried Into Conine*.
The £1 Chrifio, n ■ , from Cadiz to Uguara, is

captured by the Speculator privateer of Guernfey, and
arrived at tbe Motherbank.
The R'ulia, Fergufon, from London, got on ft ore ca

a reef of rocks, going into TyrrcPi Bay, Tobago, and
*a< conden ned.
The London, Kerr, from London to Jamaica, hat been

caniured by two French privateers, retaken by hit M*J*i>
ty't Ship Alligator, aod arrived at St.ViMiat'l.

[To bt continued.]
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A CTIONS ; gallant one.«, performed by

Lieut.Yeo and his bravecompanions, 20.

By the second Lieut, and part of the crew

ol the Wrangler Gun-vessel, ib. By three

Indiamen aKain.it a French Ship of the

line and a Frigate, 136. Minutes of the

action between the fleet under the com

mand of Sir Robert Calder and the com

bined squadrons of France and Spain, 168 ;

further particulars, 1(39. French account

ofthe action, 170. Gallant one performed

by Mr. Chappie, of the Kingfisher sloop,

289. Particulars of Sir R. J. Strachan's

with lour ships of the line which escaped

from the battle of Trafalgar, 379.

Air ; difference of its temperature at the

Edystone and at Plymouth, 370.

Auuxdir Bitic; account of the loss of

the, 256.

Amebic*; peace concluded betwixt the

Cniicd State* and the Bashaw of Tripoli,

168. Intelligence from, 337.

Amkcdotf of Admiral Haddock, 16. Of

Vice-Admiral Lord Viscount Nelson, 17,

384, 471—491. Of the Captain of the

Fame, of Hull, ib. Of Commodore M.

Baudin, 103. Ol Captain Elphinstone, of

the Russian Navy, 279. Of the Empress

Catherine and Admiral Creuse, 280. Of

Sir W. Sidney Smith, ib. 380. OfCaptain

Woodnffe, 283. Of Sir J. T. Duck wort h,

K.B., ib. Of Captains Maitland and

Donelly, ib. Of the French traveller, St.

Vincent, and Commodore F.lphinstone,

364. Of a Surgeon in crossing the line,

365. Of Captain Hargobd, 374. Of Ad

miral Villeneuve, 375. Of Lieut. Tomlm-

aon, 376. Of Captain Cooke, S77. Of

His Majesty, 380. Of the battle of Tra

falgar, 455." Ol the Hon. Captain Black

wood, 467. Of Captain Rotheram, 469.

Of Lord Collingw ood, 475. Of Admiral

Gravina, 477. Of a Sailor, 494.

Am s. premiums offered by the society for

the 'encouragement of the, 371.

Asteonomv; abstract of de Lalande'a his

tory of, 304.

B.

Batttry; some account of one newly in.

vented, said to be impregnable, 183.
Da ■;j \ , Vice-Admiral Jon* ; portrait and

biographical memoir of, 17T. Commence*

his naval career under Sir Joshua Rowley,

ib. Serves under the late Sir Edward

Hughes, 178. Made a Lieutenant, ap

pointed to command the Alert cutler, and

takes an American brig of superior force,

ib. His conduct highly approved of by

the Lords i,f the Admiralty, who promote

him to the rank of Master and Comman

der, 178. Raised to post rank, and ap

pointed to command the Formidable, tl*

flag-ship of Sir Hugh Pailiser, 179. Com

mands the Pegasns, and sail* with Admiral

Rodney to the relief ot Gil rnltar, *A.

The fleet falls in with, and captures the

whole of the Spanish convoy, together

with the ships ot war which escorted them.

ib. Names ol the captured ships ef war, ib.

They fall in with, and defeat Don Lan-

gara's fleet, 180. Names of the ship*

which composed Langara's squadron, ib.

Capiain Basely is present at the de

feat of the Ftench squadron under de

Guichen, and brings home the Admiral's

dispatches, ib. Appointed to command

the Apol|o frigate, and afterward to the

command of the Araphion, 181. Destroys,

in conjunction with General Arnold, the

town of New London, and all the vessels

in the harbour, &c. ib. Honourable men

tion made of his conduct by tlie Comman

der in Chief of the land forces, io. Com

mands the Alfred in the ever-memorable

battle of the 1st of June, 1~94, ib. Ap

pointed to the Blenheim, and is variously

employed, ib. Raised to the rank of

Rear-Admiral of the white, and afterward

to he V ice-Admiral of tbe red squadron,

182.

lit n row, Admiral ; inscription on his monu

ment, 123.

Blaciwood, Hon. Captain; anecdotes of

the, 467.

Blanche Frigate; letter from Captaia
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MwIgC to his brotbjr-in-!»Wi giving an ac

count of the loss of that ship, 186.

Blockade of the Elbe and the Weser;

official notice of its being removed, 340.

Bombay Courier ; extracts from, 256.

Bow-mot of a Danish Officer, 391.

Boulogne; attempts made to destroy the

flotilla at, &"?9, 343, 420. French account

of the attack on the flotilla in IflOl, 401,

Plate and description of the harbour of

Boulogne, 481,

Bulletin of the grand naval army, from the

Monitcur, (a burlesque description), 377.

Burton, Mr. Charles ; extracts from the

journal of his voyage from London to

'Madeira, kc. 153.

C.

Calder, Vice-Admiral Sir Robert; some

account of Ins family, 182, 250.

Cape Breton ; narrative of a shipwreck on

the island of, 28.

Cape of GoodHope and St. Helena ; con

siderations on their comparative value, 194.

Captains, Post; list of those in the Royal

Navy in 1751, with the dates of their com

missions, 293.

Catamaran; successful experiment made

with one, 342.

Catherine, Empress of Russia ; anecdotes

of, 279, 280.

Cii apple, Mr. ; gallantry of, 289.

Chatham Dockyard; new regulations at,

284.

Chili; project for taking possession of that

kingdom by the arms of His Britannic

Majesty, 117, 197.

Clarke, Rev. James Stanier; extracts

from his Sermon preached on the Thanks

giving day, Dec. 5, 1805, 4B7.

' , Captain GeoRoe; account of his

much-lamented death, together with that

of his friend, John Peters, esq., of Park-

street, 286. Lines to his memory, 495.

Collinowood, ViccrAdmiral; anecdote of,

475.

Compass, New Application; some account

of a newly-invented one, 470.

Concorde, la ; extract of an interesting

letter from an Officer on board that Ship to

his father, 291.

Cooke, Captain, falls in the battle of Trafal

gar, 377.

Correspondence, 117, 197, 203, 286, 381,

482.

Cosby, Admiral Phillips; portrait and

biographical memoir of; viz. some parti

culars of his family, 353. Enters the

Navy at an early time of life, and is in a

severe engagement with a Spanish ship, iii.

Promoted to be a Lieutenant, and sails to

America, 354. Commands a schooner at

the siege of Louisbourg, 355. Attracts

the attention of General Wolfe, who ap

points him his marina Aid-dc-camp, it.

Jj present at the surrender of Quebec, 33i

Returns to England, and i< appointed to

command the Laurel -loop, 355. Pro

moted to pott rank, and appointed to th<

command of the Hind frigate, and af*

terward to that of the Montreal frigate,

which is ordered to the Mediterranean

station, it. Returns home, with the re-

mains of his late Royal Highness the Duke

of York, ib. Names of the Admirals who

supported the Canopy over His Royal

Highness's coffin, 356. Captain Cosby re

sumes hit station in the Mediterranean,

and is honoured with a visit from the Em

peror of Germany and the Grand Dake of

Tuscany, Sic. ib. Presented by His Im«

perial Majesty with a gold enamelled

snuff-box, it. Conveys the Duke of

Brunswick from Leghorn to the bay of

Fr»jus, and is presented by His Serene

Highness with an elegant diamond ring,

ib. Returns to England, and is appointed

Receiver General of the island of St.

Kitts, ib. Commands the Centaur in Lord

Kcppel*s action oil' Brest, 357. Serves

under Admiral Arbuthnot, and has the

honour of leading the British fleet into

action with the French fleet under dc Ter-

nuy, 358. List of the English and French

squadrons, 359. Is distinguishedly en

gaged in the action, and receives a flatter

ing letter from his Admiral, 360. Sails to

America, and returns to England with a

convoy, 361. Appointed Commodore on

the Mediterranean station, and succeeds

Sir John Lmdsey as Commander in Chief',

ib. Sent on a mission to the Emperor of

Morocco, ib. Accomplishes the negotiation

and treaty to the satisfaction of govern

ment, :io''i. Raised to the rauk of Ilear-

Adnnral of the W hite, and appointed to

command on the Cork station, ib. Shifts

Ins fhig into the Wmdsor Castle, and sails

with a squadron from Spilhead, ib. LiH

of the squadron, ib. Acts as third in com

mand under Vice-Admiral Ljrd Hood in

the Mediterranean, 363. An alarming

accident happens in lus squadron, it.

Promoted to be Vice-Admiral of the white,

and shifts his flag into the Alcide, ib. Is

present at the capture of Corsica and

Toulon, it. Returns to England, and

brings with him some of the ships captured

at Toulon, ib. His promotions, 364.

Cocrts Martial, naval; proceedings of,

in the trials of Vice-Admiral Sir J. T.

Duckworth, K.B. 84. Of Lieutenant

Whelly, 85. Of William May, 173. Of

Lieut. James Cooke, ib. Of Mr. John

Lewis, it. Of Lieut. W. Smith, it.

Creuse, Admiral; anecdote of, 280.

D.

Decade Frigate; remarkable instances of

its swift sailing, 184

Diamond Rock ; French account of the

capture of the, 172.
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DociTAltB at Chatham ; new regulations at

the, 284. Amelioration of ihe situation

of the workmen at the Dockyards, 341.

Donelly, Captain ; the freedom of the

city of Cork voted to him, 283.

Duci worth, Vice-Admiral Sir John Tho

mas ; an accident happens tu him at Ply

mouth, 283.

E.

East India Cqmpany's cruiser Fly ; ac

count of the sufferings and death of two

Officers and part of the crew belonging to

that ship, 286. Intelligence from India,

349.

Edvstone ; difference of the temperature

of the air there and at Plymouth, 370.

E».r»imtai*«, Captain ; anecdotes of, 279.

Event ; singular one, 289.

Experiment, Botany Bay -ship, raptured

by a French privateer alter a gallant de

fence, 339.

————— made. with a catamaran, 341,

Exploit ; account of a gallant one, 17.

Exports; list of goods permitted to be

exported to Holland, France, and Spain,

105.

F.

Faixiand Islands; some account of,

876.

Ferriter gun-brig beats off two large

French cutter brigs, 340

Fever, yellow ; nivthod of curing it, 282.

Flao, red ; erroneous idea respecting it cor

rected, 376.

Flamboroi'oh-iiead; remarks on the ne

cessity of erecting a light on it, I8.'j.

Flinders, Captain; account of the harsh

and unjust treatment which he met with

from the French, 3J2. His treatment

contrasted with the liberal treatment of

Captain Baudm by the English, 333.

Flora ; account of the loss of the brig so

culled, 154.

Fiotili.a, Sir W. Sidney Smith's; some

account of, 183, 200. Attempt made

to destroy the Boulogne flotilla, 339, 343,

420

Fluids, non-clastic; experiments made re

specting the resistance of a plane moving

through them, 135.

FoRRifTr, Captain ; some particulars respect

ing huu, 268.

French Ingratitude; striking instance of,

381.

—— national shim. See Snips.

papkrs ; extracts from the, 339.

Fund, Patriotic; some account of, 463.

Resolutions of, 465.

Garland, Lieut., his petition to Ilis Ma

jesty, 249.

Gazette, Sydney ; extract from it, showing

the unjust treatment that Captain Flinders

met with from the French, 332.

Gillespie, Lieot. ; remarks on, and extracts

from, his work entitled 11 An Historical

Review of the Rojal Marine Corps," osc.

Graviha, Admiral ; anecdote of, 477.

Greenwich Hospital; cheap contract for

provisions at, in 1734, 369.

H.

Hardy, Captain of the late Lord NeJsaes

flag-ship ; letter to the Editor respecrjc*

him, 383.

Hargood, Captain ; his bravery at the bat

tle of Trafalgar, 374.

Hecla ; historical and descriptive account

of, 297.

History. See Naval History, Sec.

Holderne^s ; account of a reaaarkabie

shark on the coast of, 186.

Hood, Sir S.mui l; congratulatory letters to

huu from public bouies in Antigua and

Virgin Islands, on his being iu vested with

the insignia of the order of the bath ; and

his answers, 334. Speech of Lord Laving-

tou alter Sir Samuel's investiture, SJo.

Hydrouhapuer, (No. ; j, 416.

L

Iceland; mode of fishing for salmon at,

103. Remarkable rivers, lakes, ice. 1ST.

Whale-hunting in that country, 188. Sin

gular method of catching mountain fowl

there, 368.

Impeachment; articles of, exhibited against

Lord Melville, 106.

Imports; list of goods permitted to be im

ported from Holland, 105.

Inquiry, naval ; N« .Vavjl Biish.

Inquisition iie/d on the body of a Spanish

pritaner, 66.

Intelligence, American, 337.

from the East Indies, 349.

Invasion ; ludicrous alarm of, in 1759,370.

Jupiter ; some account of the loss of the.

kbip so called, 18.

K.

Kennedy, Captain; narrative of the loss of

his vessel at sea, and his subsequent dis

tresses, 221.

L.

Lalande ; abstract of his history of astrono

my for the year 1804, 304.

Langdon, Captain; some particulars re

specting him, 270.

Launch of the Fame, of 74 guns, 283. Of

the Ocean, Thames, and Minerva, 331.

Lavington. Sec Hood.

Letter; extract of an interesting one from

an Officer on board la Concorde, to his

father, 291.

Lioht ; remarks on the necessity of erecting

one on Flamborough Head, 185.

Lindley, Mr. Thomas; remarks on, and

extracts from, his work entitled, " Narra

tive of a Voyage to Brazil," 6;c. 148, 235.

Line ; incidents which occurred in passing

it, 365.

Litchfield man of war ; account of the

loss of, 215.

Literature. See Naval Literature.
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M.

il'ABTiiun, Mr. ; remark? on his work en

titled " Principles mid Practice of Naval

and Military Courts Martial," 244.

Maitland, Captain; the freedom of the

city of Cork voted to him, -283.

Ma rink List (Lloyd's) of ships lost, de

stroyed, captured, and recaptured, ice.

87, 175, 263, 351, 513.

Mariners ; notice to them, 285.

Marmenill, or Sea Man ; some account of

the, 303.

Marriage between Lieut. Woodgate and

Lady Honora Lambert ; some account of

the, 18.

Masters in the Royal Navy ; regulations

respecting them, 331.

Mayor, Lord; account of his dinner in

1805, 374.

Medusa Frigate; remarkable quick pas

sage of the, to one of the Cape de Vcrd

Islands, 19.

Melville, Lord Viscount; clause in the

bond of release executed between him and

Mr. Trotter in 1803, 15. Proceedings iu

parliament respecting his Lordship, 81.

Articles of impeachment exhibited against

him, 106.

Monkey ; a. whimsical occurrence respecting

one, 272.

Monument to be erected to the memory of

Lord Nelson at Liverpool, 479.

Mount Hecla ; historical and descriptive

account of, 297.

Ml'do>, Captain; his letter to Major

Fletcher, containing some particulars of

the loss of the Blanche, 186. Speech of

the President of the Court Martini on pre

senting his sword to huii, 341.

Mi'hder of Captain Wright in the Temple

at Paris 376.

Museum, marine ; the Emperor of Russia

proposes forming one at Si. Petersburg,

281.

N.

Naples, Queen of ; extract of her letter to

the Neapolitan Ambassador respecting

Lord Nelson, 473.

Nautical Invention ; Sir W. Sidney

Smith's ; some account of, 1 83, S00.

Naval Anecdotis, Commercial Hints,

Recollections, o.c. 15, 102, 182.

364, 455; specified uuder their various

subject words.

Naval D«p6t of stores to be formed at

Graveseml, 254.

Naval History of the present year, 180.5,

63, 157, 254, 330, 420, 505.

Naval Literature. See Gillespie,

Lindley, Burton, M'Arthur, Tucley,

Turnbull, St. Helena, Vincent.

Naval Oftic>rs; suialbiess of their pay,

255. Increase of pay to Lieutenant* and

Masters, 292. New regulations respecting

Masters, 331. ,,

mo.£$xm. aroi.xiv.

N avai. Pottrv. The Spirit of Discovery ;

or, The Conquest of Ocean, 60. Ballad,

6?. Ibid. 63. Montaldo and Maria, an

Episode, 251. Tien Hawser, 253. Ballad,

by the late William Cowper, esq. 326.

The Sailor, a Song, 328. The Sailor's

Farewell, 329.

Naval Reform; fifth report of the com

missioners of naval inquiry, 43, 141, 228,

310.

Navy; extracts from a book printed in

1691, entitled " Naval Speculations, and

Maritime Politicks," &c. 128. Abstract of

the oflicieiit force of the British Navy, 67.

List of the Post Captains in it iu the year

1751, with the dates of their commissions,

293.

Nelson, Vice-Admiral Horatio, Lord Vis

count ; anecdotes of, 17, 384,471—491.

Account of his coifin, 373. Suggestions

lor raising a naval pillar to his memory,

381. Addenda to bis biographical me

moir ; via. some reflections on his loss, 386.

His Lordship one of the first patrons of the

Naval Chronicle, ib. He sails from the

bit)' of Aboukir, arrives at Naples, and is

visited by the King, 387. Curries His

Sicilian Majesty and Utmily to Palermo in

Sicily, 388. Makes some arrangements

in Sicily, and tries Admiral Prince Carac-

ciuh by a Court Martial, who is condemned

and executed, ib. His Sicilian Majesty

acknowledges Lord Nclsouto be the means

of placing him again on his throne, and

confers on linn the dukedom of Bronte,

389. Captures some French ships, 390,

Sjhcits a re-appointuu-ut lo actual com

mand immediately after his return to

England, mid the San Josef is appointed to

receive liis (lag, 391. Sails with the fleet

under Sir Hyde Parker to dissolve the

armed neutrality of It ussia, Sweden, .and

Denmark, ib. Leads ttie van in the -Attack

on Copculmgcn, 392. List of the squa

dron, .'393. Particulars of the action, 394.

Great loss of men sustained in the engage

ment, 395. Lord Nelson writes to the

Crown .Prince of Denmark, ib. Goes on

shore to adjust terms >,f peace, and is re

ceived by the Dau.-s with the loudest:

acclamations, ib. An amicable conven

tion signed, 396. His Lordship's testimo

ny to the bravery of the Danes, 16. Com

pliment paid to him by Sir Hyde Parker,

ib. Account of the battle, &c. by a young

Danish Officer, 397. Receives the

thanks of both houses of parliament, 399.

Sir Hyde Parker resigns the command of

tbii Qeet to him, ib. Commands the fleet

appointed to defend the coast between

Orl'ordnos and Beacby Head, and extra

ordinary posters vested in him, 400.

Perlonin important services, ib. Makes a

vigorous and successful attack on twenty-

four of the enemy's vessels moored uif

XXX
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Eon>*ne, ib. French accox't of the

attack, 101. Another attack m de on the

vessels off Boulogne, 401*. rrench ac

count of it, 403. Earl Sr. Vxcent com

pliments Lord Nelson, 401. Instance of

lus Lord-hip's piety, 405. I);, the renewal

of Inutilities he hoists Ins flau un board the

Victory, 4ftfi. Instance oil:* very band-

some behaviour towards his brother oili-

c rs 407. D.sappoints the fin-in^'s \iews

on our West India Islands *ith uncorurliori

promptitude, 408. Takes upon him the

chief com Miind (it the f-idtz sqn#rfron, ih.

His observation to Admiral Stirling a little

lie lore the buttle of Trafalgar, ib. Admi

ral \ illeneuve receives peremptory orders

to sail from Cadiz, ib. Supposed destiua-

fion of his fleet, 409. The i ombined nV»t

urll equipped, ih. List of the liriti>h and

combined fleet.*, 410. Lord Nelson re

solve* lo use few signals 411. Communi

cates his plan of attack to the Officers of

the fleet, who unanimously approve of it,

tb. His last order before the commence-

in nt of the engagement, 41*'. The man

ner tn which he k»?pt the enemy ignorant

of his real force, ib. Intercepts the com

bined fleet oft" Cape Trafalgar, ib. His

animation, and remark, on first seeing

them, ib. The enemy's ships very full of

men, ib. Orders his ship to be lashed to

the Santissima Tnnidada, 413. A picked

body of riflemen placed in the main-round

top of the Tnnidada, ib. I lis Lordship's

Secretary shot by hi* side, ib. Receives

a musket-shot in his hremt, ib. His calm

ness and resignation, 414. Issues his

instructions even in the last hour of his

lite, ib. Dies, leaning his bead on Cap-

lain Hardy, ib. A general shout on board

the Santissima Tnnidada immediately

niter his lordship received his wound,

41 5. Bravery of the crew of the Terae-

raire, ib. Twenty ,-hips of th'? line taken

or destroyed, ib. Singular circumstance,

ifc. Letter from Lord Nelson, to his Lady,

4?L'. Translation of the Grand Senior's

note on presenting his Lordship with a

diamond aigrette and pelisse, 47-.;. Kvlract

Iroiu the Queen of Naples' letter to the

Neapolitan Ambassador respecting Lord

Nelson, 473. Letter from his Lordship to

Alexander Davison, esq. 475. Monument

to be erected at Liverpool to his lordship's

memory, 479. Vote of thanks of the

West Lidi.i Merchants to him, 4JJ0. Ex-

ti.w's from the Gihr.dlar Chronicle, con

taining soikc particulars ot his Jyordship,

484. Svii>,tiions of the public luind on

bearing ot the victor; of Trafalgar, 497.

Promptitude ami rcsuiirees of mind of his

J^ordahip, 498. The rejoicings lor the vic

tory shaded with gnet, ib. Liues in ho

nour of Lord "Nelson spoken in Drury

Lane Theatre, ib. ■ \ musical melange in-

(rouucfQ at Coveiu Gurdeu Theatre ui ho

nour of him, 499. Performances at Drrirr

Lane relaiiva- to his Lordship, 500. lines*

to lus memory tpoken by Mrs. H. John

ston, ib His Majesty « deeply afflicted

when informed of the death of Lord

Kelson, 501. The King appoints a day

(or Thanksgiving for the victory, ib. li

beral subscriptions at all the churches and

chapels on the occasion, it. Uncommon

liberality of a widow at Mr. Roland Hill**

chapel, ib. Great importance attached hv

CJoveriuiicn' to the victory, 50*2. Ilepuri

ol Government being about to purchase an

estate, and to call it Trafalgar^ and to

settle il on the heirs of Lord Nelson, ib.

His Lordship's executors, ib. His remain*

to be interred in St. Paul's, by command ot

His Majesty, ib. Memorandum, snowing

Lord Nelson's superior skill in naval tac

tics, 503.

New Soi'tii Wai.ps ; members composing

the vice-admiralty court, at Sidney, 194-

Ntw VonK ; plate and description of, iT?6.

O.

OccrmtKNCK; singular one, 342.

P.

Paitrs, French ; cxtraclsfrom the, 339.

Parliament, Imperial; speech made by

the Lord Chancellor, as representative of

His Majesty, on proroguing it in Jiriy

1805, 65. Debates interesting to the Navy

in parliament, 74.

Patriotic Fund; some account of, 46*3.

Resolutions of, 46o.

PJv, increase of, to the lieutenants and

Masters in the Navy, 292.

Petf.ks, Joitv, Esq. and Captain George

Clarke drowned in Woolwich Hcach, L'8o.

Petersburg, Sr. ; plate and description o:„

Pktition of Liculonat Garland to His Ma

jesty, *J49.

PiiuosopiixcAt. Papfrs, £1, VJ3> 3(>t.

Pin ail; daring attempt of one, 187.

Plagiarism ; tl arrant instances oi, 420. See

also the Pre lace.

Pt.ati s. Sec the page following the Preface.

Pi.Vmoihi; difference of the temperature

of the air there and at the Kdystone, 370.

Pobthy. .See Naval Poetry.

Porpoise ; some account of them, extracted

from St. Vincent's voyage through the

African seas, 1Q1.

Post Captain* ; list of those in the Navy,

I75l,with the dates of their commissions,

293.

pKi Mii.MS offered by the society for the

encouragement of arts, manufactures, „nd

commerce, for the year 1805, 371.

pRtsoNtfts op War; correspondence rela

tive to them, i?03.

Prixk-aionkv ; alteration made in the mode
■ of dividing it, 330.

Project; curious one for taking possession

of the kingdom of Chili by the arms of

His Britannic Majesty, 117.
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TROVJSiovi ; cheap contract for, at Green-

wich Hospital, in 1734, 309.

Q.
Querifs, curious and interesting, 501. An

swers to them, ib,

R.

Ked Fr.AG. See Flag.

Reform. See Naval Reform.

Rollieraui, Cunt. ; some particulars of, 469.

Russia, Empress of; anecdotes of the, 279,

280.

, Kmperor of, proposes forming a raa-

riic museum at Petersburg, 281.

S.

Sailing, swift ; His Majesty's SliipIaDecade

remarkable for, 184.

Swls; Improvement on, 281.

Si a j on tin; luminous appearance of, 25.

Seals ; natural history of, 189.

St \ Ma n ; some account of the, 303.

St \ Monster; -some account of one, 367.

Seclusion, solitary; remarkable instances

of, 190.

Sextant, Hadlev's; method of rendering

the back observation equally correct with

the fore observation, ei,c, 21.

Sii ahk ; some account of a most voracious

one on the coast of Ilolderness, 186.

Siibf.rncss; account of the loss of His Ma

jesty's ship so called, L'55.

Ship called the Fame launched at Deplford,

283.

Ships lost, &c. See Marivb List, •; Remarks on the absurdity of the

names of some of them, 493.

■ , French national ; list of those which

were lost, taken, or destroyed, since the

commencement of the war, May 17, 1803,

343.

Shipwrecks; correct relation of, 28, 215,

255.

Sionion, Grand; translation "of the note

which accompanied his presents to Lord

Nelson, 472.

Smith, SirW. Sidney ^ some account of his

nautical invention, 133, 200. Anecdote

of him, 280. Makes an attempt to burn

the Boulogne flotilla, 343. Anecdote of

Sir Sidney and Commodore Robin, 380.

Society lor the encouragement of arts, ma

nufactures, and commerce ; premiums of

fered by it for the year 1805, 371.

Springs; account of two boiling ones, 369.

%t. Helena and the Cape of Good Hope;

considerations ou their comparative value,

194. Observation on a work entitled,

" A Description of the Island of St. Hele

na," etc., 325.

Stuacuan, Sir R. ; particulars of his action

with lour ships that escaped iu the battle

of Trafalgar, 379. Further particulars,

491.

Success ; the frigate so called nearly lost

of Porto Rico, 285.

SudCLfVO, Captain Maurice ; portrait and

biographical memoir of; viz. Some, parti

culars of his family, 265, Entert the Na

vy at a very early age, 267. Promoted to

be a Lieutenant, ib. Advanced to the

rank of Post Captain, and appointed to

command the Dreadnought, ib. Sails to

• the West Indies under Captain Forrest,

senior Captain, 268. Some particulars re

specting Captain Forrest, ib. They fall in

with a very superior French fleet, and de

feat it, 269. Some account or' Captain

Lanr^m, who was in this engagement)

270. Captain Suckling is distingnishedly

engaged in the battle, 271. List of the

enemy's squadron, ib. Curious council of

war held previous to the engagement, 27 1,

272. A whimsical occurrence takes plaAe

during the contest respecting a monkey, ib.

Further particulars of the engagement,273,

Loss sustained by the British ships, 274.

Three of the French shins which were m

the engagement are wrecked near Co i-

quct Rjud, 275. Appointed to comman t

the Lancaster, ib* Marries (he honour

able Mary Walpote, 276. Ffoistshis pen

dant on hoard the Raisonabtu, ib. Alter-

ward appointed to the Triumph, 277. Ap

pointed Comptroller of the Navy, and

chosen a representative in parliament tor

Portsmouth, <j78. Heraldic particulars, ib.

T.

Tn ASKiii i vixfi Day, Dec. 5, 1805; extracts

from a Sermon preached by the Rev.

James Stamer Clarke on that occasion, 487.

TiiEsir. ER, Captain Sir Frederic k ; portrait

and biographical memoir of; viz. Some

particulars of Ins entrance iuto the Navy,

441. Serves as a Midshipman under Sir

Samuel Marshall, 442. Appointed acting

Licuteuaut on board the Formidable, ib.

Appointed Aid-du-camp to iSir George

Budges Rodney, ib. Is one of the Officers

■?nt by Sir George to take possession of

the Ville de Pans, ib. Serves under Sir

Charles Douglas, 443. Some patticulars

respecting that gentleman, ib. Sails with

Sir Charles to America. 444. Alter ob

taining permission, he enters the Russian

service, ib. Is strongly recommended to

the Russian.Ambassador by Lord Rodney,

445. Appointed to the command of a

Russian 74 gun ship, and sails with the

fleet in <[ nest of the Swedish s.piadrnn, ib.

The Swedish Admiral sink s to Captain

Thestger, lb. The commaml of the prue

conferred on the captor. 44<i. The Kit -

press confers on him the Order ot' Merit,

ilt Euga^cd at different times with Mm

Swedish fleet, ib. the Russians defeat the

Swedes, and hoth fleets siff.^r greatly in

loss of Officers and men, 447. The hitn press

confers the or\ter ot St. George on Capt

Thesiger, and accompanies the insignia o

the order «jih a letter in bur own hand



♦riline, 448. Fac-similc of her hand

writing, ib. Sir Francis commands in the

Russian sipiadron ordered to join Admiral

Duncan's fleet, 4 J9. Resigns Ins command

in the Russian Xary. and is unhandsomely

treated by Paul I, if). Arrive*, in England,

and has frequent conferences svilh Earl

Spencer, 45'>. Promoted to tlie rank of

Conniander in the British Navy, and in

troduced to Sir Hyde Parker and Lord

Nelson, 441. Appointed one of Lord

Nelson's Aides-do-camp, ib. Carries the

flai; of truce to the Prince RoysjrW Den

mark with nneoinnion promptitude, ib. Is

peculiarly serviceable in the fleet, 453.

Returns to England with Sir Charles Mo-

rice Pole's dispatches, and is flatteringly

received by the. Earlol'St. Vincent and ilie

Navy Board, 16. Raised 10 the rank of Post

Captain, 454. Appointed British Ai;eiit

for prisoners of war at Portsmouth, ib.

Show* great civility to some of Madame

Buonaparte's near relations, when prison

ers, ih. Their ungrateful return, ib. His

death, 455.

Thompson, Sir Tftottts Bovt.des,, Knt. ;

portrait and biographical memoir of: viz.

Some particulars ot his family, 1. Care

fully instructed by his uncle, Captain

Thompson, 2. Appointed a Midshipman

of the Hya-ni Frigate, and is present at

the victory o'»ta,ned over tiic Spaniards

\>y Sir Gcorg" Ridney, 3. Is in the ex

pedition atsa^i st Deoierara, ficc., where he

is engaged 1:1 mu;h active service, and is

made a Lieutenant, ib. Appointed to the

command ot' a schoiiHr, and captures a

Fieich privateer of very superior force,

ib. Acis as second Lieutenant on hoar. I

the Grampus, commanded by his uncle, 4

Made a Master and Commander, ap

pointed to the Nautilus sloop, and serves

wuh repute on the African station, ih.

Obtains post rank, and is appointed to the.

command of the Leaudcr, ib. Is in the

expedition against ^anta Cruz, 16. In this

expedition he is wounded, and Lord Nel

son iosrs his neht arm, 5. Is distmguifth-

edly engaged in the battle ot the Nile, 6.

The Leaudcr, in a disabled state, falls in

with a French seventy-four, and is forced

to stuke, after an engagement of six hours

and a halt, 7. Detailed account of the

engagement, ib. List of the killed and

wounded, 9. Captain Thompson and his

crew arc extremely ill used hv the French,

JO. letter written by the Hriush Consul

to the Lords ot the Admiralty on the sub

ject, to. French account of the action, I].

Jli^h praise bestowed on Captain Thomp

son, his ,,'iiccr-, and crew, by the Court

iklartial which sat upon them lor the loss of

the Lcandcr, 12. The President of the

court addresses Captain Thompson ' in a

neat speech, 13. Has the honour ofknight- |

hood, and a pension 61 3*1. per annum, 1

conferred on him, 1?. Appointed tfl 1

mand the Bellona, it. Is in the engage

ment on" Copenhagen, where he has the

misfortune to lose one of his legs 14. Hyt

pension increased to 5001 per annum, and

lie is appointed to the command of the

Mary yacht, ib.

Tfax-KFEPEBS 1 letter respecting them from

Mr. Thomas Earnshaw to Sir Charles Mid-

dleton, barf., 123. Mr. Earnshaw's peti

tion to the Commissioners of Longitude,

124.

ToMi.tNsov, Lieutenant; some account of,

376.

Tit4.FAt.r,AR ; French account of the battle

of, 377. Further particulars of Sir R,

Strachan's action with four ships that

escaped from Trafalgar, 379. Reflections

on the victory, 420. Tribute to the me

mory of Captains Cooke and Duff, who

fell in the action, ib.—For the particulars

oj the engagement, see Lord ColIinewoocVs

official letters, pages 422.4x4,429.433,

and 436. Plate and description of Cape

Trafalgar, 416. Interestine anecdotes re

lating to the battle, 455. Further particu

lars, 461, 468, 484. Remarks respecting

the ships which surrendered, but after

wards escaped, 482. Plare, showing the

positions of the' English and combined

fleets in the action, 496.

Trials by Courts Martial See Courts

Marti at.

Ti'ckkv, Lieutenant; review of his wort

entitled, 11 An Account of a Voyage io

establish a Colony at Port Philip in Bass's,

Straits," etc., 320.

TrtiNnrt.i., Mr. Jons:; some remarks on his

work entitled, "A Voyage round the

World," O.C., 324.

Vn.i.F.MFfVF, Admiral ; some particulars re

specting him, 375.

Vi vc 1 n t, Boa t DR St. ; remarks on his work

entitled, " Voyage to, and Travels through,

the tour principal Islands in the African

Seas," &c„ 325

w.
Wai poi.e, Hon. Captain Richard; portrait

and biographical memoir of, 89. Some

particulars of his family, 91. Curious cir

cumstance with rc?[»ct to a' sword belong

ing to Captain Walpole's uncle, 93. Cap-

(.1111 Walpole is educated at the High School

of Norwich, ib. Makes his first voyage on

hoard the Augusta Ea«t India ship, 94.

Makes a second voyage on hoard the So

merset, 95. Sails, as Captain of the New

Houghton, to China direct, ib. Particulars

of the voyage, ib. They are in imminent

danger, by running upon the Kentish

Knock, ib. Captain VV. makes bis fourth

and last voyage, and highly distinguishes

himself against a French ship of the line
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«nd a frigate, 97. Receives, for his gallant

conduct, from the East India Company,

one hundred pound** to purchase a piece

of plate. 100. Retires from the service, ib.

Represents, tlje borough of Great Yanpouth

in three parliaments ib. Dies in 1798,

and is interred in the church of Frecthorpe,

101. Inscription on his monument, ib. He

raldic particulars, ib.

VAifon, lion* no Lord; some partfculars

of, 276.

War, prisoners of; correspondence relative

' ' to them, 203.

Windsor Castle packet ; gallant defence of

the, 16.

Woodcatf, Lieut. ; account of his marriage

with Lady Hooora Lambert, 18.

Woodrifee, Captain; liberality of the own

ers and underwriters on the ship and cargo

of the Indus to him, his officers, and crew,

for their skill and bravery, 283.

Wright, Captain, murdered m the Temple

at Paris, 376,

Y.

Ymow Fever; method ofcoring it, 282.

Yeo, Lieut., and his brave companioRs, per

form a mast gallant action, 20.

Yore, late l)uke of ; names of the Admirals

who supported the canopy over his coffin,

356.

INDEX to the Gazette Letters in Vol. XIV; containing

Accounts of the Captures, Proceedings, 8$c. by the under~

mentioned Officers,

A TKTNS, Capt. David, 160,

-™ 161 , 166

Baker. Capt. T. 258

Barton, Capt. R. 167, 257

Benarding, Lieut. C. D. 165

Beresford, Capt. J. P. 260

Blackwood, Capt. Henry, 507

Bligh, Capt. John, 159

Calder, Vice-Admiral Sir Ro

bert, 163, 164

Champain, Capt. P. VV. 509

Clinch, Capt. Timothy, 432

Cochrane, Rear-Admiral, 431

508, 509
Cofiingwood, Arirc-Admiral C.

422, 424, 429, 433, 436,507

Cribb, Capt. VV. R. 72

t'rofton, Captain Edward, 159

Darres, Rear-Adipiral, 161

508

Dathwood, Capt. C. 72

Finning, Hon. Captain Chas.

E 428

Fromqw, Lieut. W. C. 348

Fytfe, Captain John, 508

Gosselin, Capt. T. L. M. 433

Hancock, ('apt. John, 431

Hostc, Capt. W. 425

Johnstone, Capt. J. 509

I>ambert, Capt. Henry, 164

Lainborn, Capt. J. 159

La vie, Capt. T. 421

Lobb, Captain VV. G. 509

Maitland, Capt. Frederick,

71

Matson Capt. H. 162

Mudge, Capt. Zachary, 160,

166

Murray, Hon. Capt. John, 74

Nourse, Capt. Joseph, 74

Parker, Capt. W. 259

Peter, Lieut. R 432

Poyntz, Capt. Stephen, 162

Smith, Mr. T. B. 73

Strachan.Commodore Sir John

Richard, 426, 428, 429

Taylor, Capt. B. VV. 168

Tobjn, Captain George, 508

Tumlinson, Lieut. R. 349

Woolfe, Capt. George, 431

VVoolsey, Capt. William, 73

Younghusband, Capt.Giorge,

160

INDEX to the Promotions and Appointments

\ DAMS, Capt. 350

Alms, Capt. James, 440

Anderson, Mr. J. 261

Aplin, Rear-.Vdniiral Peter,

439

Auvergne, Captain Philip d',

Prince of Bouillon, 440

Avlmer, Rear-Admiral John,

440

Ball, Captain Sir Alexander

John, 440

, Major, 261

Ballinahnll, Mr. 8.5

, Major D. 261

iiarhaiu, Admiral Lord, -139

Barlow, Cap!. Sir Robert, 174,

350, 510

Batt, Lieut. 261 ,

Bazely, Vice-Admiral John,

439

Beauclerc, Lord Amelius, 86

Beazcley, Capt. H. 174

Bell, Lieut. 261

, Lieut. Colonel, 261

, Capt. G. 510

Bennel. Capt. 86

Bentinck, Capt. William, 440

Berkeley, Hon. Rear-Adnii-

ral George, 439

Berry, Sit E. 261

Bertie, Rear-Admiral Albe

marle, 440

Bettesworth, Capt. 86

Bickerton, Rear-Admiral Sir

Richard, 86, 439

Blandford, Mr. Sihas,5l0

Bligh, Capt. 85

Boger, Rear-Admiral Rich

ard, 440

Bolton, Capt. Sir VV. 86, 174,

510

Bouverie, Hon. Capt. 174

Bowatrr, Rear-Admiral Ed

ward, 440

-
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Bowen.ftrar- Admiral George,

439

Boyle, Hon. Captain C. 86

Boys, Capt. C. W. 174

Brace, Capf. 561

Ilradby, dpt. 3.50

Bremen, Mr. 171

Bndport, Admiral Lord Vis

count, 439

Bright, Mr. J. If. 261

Brine, Vice-Admiral James,

439

Br^bane, Capf. J 350

, Admiral John, 439

Prodi*, Capf, B6

Biown, Cipt. T. 350

, \ ice-Admiral John,

439

Brunlon, Captain Nathan, 440

, Bucknci, Admiral Charles,

439

Bnller, Captain Edward, 440

Buriors], Mr. J. 510

Busby, Capt, 350

Caldcr, Vice-Admiral Sir Ro

bert, 439

Caldwell, Admiral Benjamin,

439

Campbell, Captain P. 350

, Rear-Admiral Cieo.

440

, Lieut. D. 510

Casstli, Capt. J. S61

Chamherlavne, Vlcc-AdniiraJ

Charles,439

Channina, Mr. 174

Child, Vice-Admiral Smith,

439

Christian, Lieut. II. 261, 510

Clarence, His Royal Highness

the Duke of, 439

Cocliet, Capt. 86

Cochrane, lion Lieut. A. 261, Hon. Ilcar-Admi-

ral Alexander, 440

Coffin, Rcar-Adiuirul Sirlsaac,

440

Collier, Mr. 86

Cullmgwood, Vice-Admiral

Cuthbcrt, 439, 440

Collins, Capt. 350

Colpoys, Admiral Sir John,

439

Colridge, Mr. T. C. 86

O'lvllle. Hon. Capt. 174

Conn, Capt. 174, 261

Corbet, Capt. 86

Cornish, Admiral Saninel, 439

Corowalhs, the Hon. Admiral

William. 86, 439

Coshy, Admiral Phillip?, 439

Cotgiare, Capt. 510

Ciiilon,V ico-ArlnuSir Charlvs,

439

CiMirey, Hou. Capt. Miohael

Uc, 440

Cramer, Capt. 510

Creasy, Lieut. W. 510

Cromwell, Rear-Adra. Henrv,

4-10

Croaby, Lieut. J. 510

dimming. Admiral James,

409

Curtis, Capt. 85

, Admiral Sir Roger,

439

Pacres, Lieut. 350

. Ri'ar-Admiral James

Richard, 439

Dale, Mr. G. 510

Darby, Rear-Admiral Henry

d'Esterre, 440

Davey, Capt. 86

Deans, Vice-Admiral Robert,

439

Digby, Capt. 86

. Admiral Robert, 439

Dod, Vice-Admiral Edmund,

439

Domett, Rear-Admiral Wil

liam, 440

Douglas, Rear-Admiral Billy,

261, 440

, Major Sir J. 961

, Vice-Admiral John

Leigh, 439

, Reer-Adm. James,

439

, Rear-Admiral Sir

Wilhani Henry. 440

Drury, Hear-Adiuiral Thomas,

441)

, Rear-Admiral Willi

am O'Bryen, 440

, Capt- 510

Duckworth, Vice-Admiral Sir

J. T. 261, 439

Diindas, Hon. Capt. 174

Dunn, Capt. 350

Durham, Capt. 510

Dyer, Major G. 261

Edwards, Rear-Admiral Ed

ward, 439

, Rear-Adm. Samp

son, 440

Elliott, Capt. 85

■-, Admiral John, 439

Elton, Lieut. 11. 510

Epworth, Capt. 86

E-sington, Rear-Admiral Wil

liam, -140

Evenird, Lieut. J. 510

Fairfax, Hear-Admiral Sir Wil

liam George, 440

Fmilknor, Rear-Admiral Jona

than, -140

KayiTinan, Capt. 350

Fellows, Capt. 86

Fercusoil, Rear-Admiral John,

439

Fielding, Hon. Capt. 510

Fu>h, lieu-Admiral John, 440

Fletchei, Lieut. Col. J. iijf

Foote, Capt. C. 86

Gage, Capt. 86

Gambler,\"ice-AdmiralJames,

439

Gardner, Lord, 86, 439

Garrett, Captain, 350

Garth, Captain, 350

Gell, Admiral John, 439

Gerrard, Mr. M. A. 261

GitFard, Captain, 350

Goddard, Mr. 85

Goiver. \ ixe-AdrairaJSir Eras

mus, 439

Graves, Rear-Adm. Sir Tho

mas, 439

Granna, Admiral, 510

Green, Mr. 261

Greves, Mr. D. 261

Grindall, Captain Richard,4M

Hamilton. Vice-Admiral Chas.

Powell, 439

Harris, Lieut. 86

Harvey, Capt. J. 261

, Capt.T. 261

, Admiral Sir Henry,

439

, Capt. FJiab, 440

Hawkins, Mr. 174

Hawtayne, Mr. C.S.F. 510

Heathcote, Capt. 86

Hillier, Mr. 85

Hodgson, Capt. 350

Hole, Lieut. C. 510

IIolloway,Vicc-Admiral John,

439

Ho k1, CommodoreSir Samuel,

261

——, Admiral Lord Viscount,

439

Hoste, Capt, 510

Hothain, Admiral Lord, 439

Hughes, Admiral Sir iiichard,

439

Hulbert, Mr. W. S. 174

James, Capt. J. 261

Incledon, Lieut. R. 510

Inglis, Rear-Admiral John,

440

Johnson, Mr. 86

Johnston, Capt. 261

Jones, Capt. 86

, Rear-Admiral Thec-phj-

lus, 440

Joyce, Capt, 350

Keals, Captain Richard Good

win, 440

Keith, Admiral Lord, 439

Kelly, Captain William Han

cock, 440

Kerppe, Vice-Admiral Arthur,

439

Kempt, Capt. 174

Kempthorne, Rear-Admiral

James, 440

■ •—; Lieut. VY. 510
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Kerr, Capt. 86

Kin<r, Admiral Sir Richard,

439

Kingsmill, Admiral Sir Ro-

licrt, 439

Knight, Lieut. 86, Rear-Admiral Jolm,

440

Knowles, Vice-Admiral Sir

Charles Henry, 439

Lake, Lient. 86"

Lambert, Capt. £61

Lambrecht, Capt. J. 261

Larmour; Capt. 510

i^iscellcs, Alr.T. A. 261

Lauglirane, Lieut. W. 510

Lavie, Capt. 261

Lawford, Capt. 350

Leach, Lieut. 350

Lecale, Vice-Admiral Lord,

4:19

Little, Lieut. 261

Loring, Capt. J. W. 86, 350,

510

Louis, Lieut. 86

Louis, Rear-Admiral Thomas,

4-10

Lowe, Lieut. P. 350

Lutwidge, Admiral SkeHiug-
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%• The first Bulletin of the Grand Xaval Army, inserted at pace 377, and which many

of our Readers have considered as an authentic State Paper, was an admirable piece of irony,

•Uiulralivr oi l he falsehoods and vanity of the ilunitcur.

JOVCX GOLD, t HINU B, SHOE-LANE. 1
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