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Preliminary remarks 
 
In the pedigree which my father Friedrich Zölzer drew up for his children in the 1950s, there 
are a few places where the lines are complete back to the 10th generation. One of the more 
interesting personalities in this generation was Johann Friedrich Mieg. About him I had only 
the information "in Groningen, Westfriesland" at first, so that I thought he was perhaps our 
only non-German ancestor. It turned out, however, that he was by no means Dutch, but was 
born in Heidelberg, where he worked as a professor of Reformed theology for over 20 years 
before accepting an offer from Groningen, where he died shortly afterwards.1 His maternal 
grandmother, however, Johanna Tossanus, born 1681 in Neustadt an der Haardt (today: an der 
Weinstraße), was both paternally and maternally of Huguenot descent.2 What I was able to 
find out about her French ancestors, I have compiled here in the hope that it is also interesting 
for others. The numbering in the following starts with me and my siblings as Generation I, 
thus Johanna Tossanus is Generation XII. 
 
 
Ancestors of Johanna Tossanus as far as known 
 
 
Figure 1: Pedigree for Johanna Tossanus 
 
 
Generation XIII - Toussaint 
 
Daniel Toussaint (Latinized Tossanus), sieur de Beaumont 
* 15.07.1541 in Montbéliard, + 10.01.1602 in Heidelberg 
∞ 19.03.1565 in Orleans with Marie Couet du Vivier 
 
Between 1562 and 1572 Reformed preacher in Orleans, later court preacher of the Palatine 
Elector Friedrich III in Heidelberg and Amberg (Upper Palatinate). After the death of the 
Elector, whose successor was Lutheran, he went to Neustadt an der Haardt in 1577, where 
Count Palatine Johann Casimir von Pfalz-Simmern appointed him professor at the newly 
founded Reformed university. In 1583 he returned to Heidelberg (after the reintroduction of 
the Reformed confession in the Electoral Palatinate) where he became professor of theology 
at the University of Heidelberg in 1586.3 
 

                                                 
1 Wiegand, Friedrich: Mieg, Johann Friedrich, in: Allgemeine Deutsche Biographie. Volume 52, Duncker & 
Humblot, Leipzig 1906, pp. 395-397; URL: http://www.deutsche-biographie.de/ pnd129623083  
2 Peters, Dirk: Ahnentafel Peters, Volume 1, Generations 1-17; URL: https://www.db-
thueringen.de/servlets/MCRFileNodeServlet/dbt_derivate_00039616/ahnentafel_peters_Band1.pdf  
3 Cuno, Friedrich Wilhelm: Tossanus, Daniel der Aeltere. In: Allgemeine Deutsche Biographie. Volume 38, 
Duncker & Humblot, Leipzig 1894, pp. 469-474; URL: https://www.deutsche-biographie.de/pnd119393697.html 



Daniel and his wife were persecuted for their Reformed faith in 1568/69 and were kept hidden 
for almost a year in Montargis Castle near Orleans by Renée, daughter of the French King 
Louis XII and widow of the Duke of Ferrara. After the Bartholomew's night of 1572, which 
they survived in the castle on the "island" near Orleans, they fled again to Montargis, where 
they stayed this time ("in a little tower") for two months. They then moved to Heidelberg, 
where they arrived in March 1573.4 
 

Generation XIV - Toussaint 
 

Pierre Toussaint, sieur de Beaumont 
* 1499 in St. Laurent-sur-Othain, + 5.10.1573 in Montbéliard 
∞ Jeanne Trinquatte (or Johanna Trinckott) 

 
Pierre is called the "Reformer of the County of Mömpelgard (Montbéliard)" in Eastern 
France. He probably came into contact with the Lutheran teachings in Metz, where he 
had been a canon since 1515. After two unsuccessful attempts to introduce the 
Reformation there, he fled to Basel and Wittenberg. Duke Christoph of Württemberg, 
who was also Count of Mömpelgard, commissioned him in 1535 to Protestantise the 
county. Theologically he was close to Zwingli and Calvin, but he avoided conflicts 
with the Württemberg Church, which was Lutheran.5 

 
Jeanne Trinquatte's father was the barber surgeon Jean Trinquatte from 
Audincourt, 4 km southeast of Montbéliard, about whom little more is said 
than that he was a "respected citizen of Montbéliard".6 

 
 

Generation XV - Toussaint 
 

Jean Toussaint, sieur de Beaumont 
∞ N.N. de Cheury et Saint-Soufflet 

 
Jean is not called "écuyer" anywhere, so he was probably not of noble origin. 
Beaumont(-en-Verdunois) lay 15 km north of Verdun (the place disappeared 
from the map with the battle of Verdun in World War I), Cheuvry (today 
Xivry-Circourt) and Saint-Soufflet (today Saint-Supplet) are 45 km northeast 
of it.  

 
The father of N.N. was (at least 1460 and 1495) prefect of Marville, 45 
km north of Verdun. 4 

 
 
Generation XIII - Couet du Vivier 
 
Marie Couet du Vivier (Latinized Maria Coveta) 
                                                 
4 Rudolph, Martin: Tossanus. Eine Gelehrtenfamilie in Heidelberg und der Kurpfalz. Verlag Degener & Co., 
Insingen 2010 
5 Wenneker, Erich: Tossanus, Peter. In: Biographisch-Bibliographisches Kirchenlexikon. Volume 12, Bautz, 
Herzberg 1997, p. 360-362; URL: 
https://www.bbkl.de/public/index.php/frontend/lexicon?letter=T&child=To&article=tossanus_pe.art 
6 Vienot, John: Histoire de la Réforme dans le pays de Montbéliard depuis les origines jusqu'à la mort de P. 
Toussain, 1524-1573 Imprimerie Montbéliard, Montbéliard 1900, Supplement p. 321; URL: 
https://archive.org/stream/histoiredelarf02viuoft/histoiredelarf02viuoft_djvu.txt 



* approx. 1544 in Paris, + 28.03.1587 in Heidelberg 
∞ 19.03.1565 in Orleans Daniel (The Elder) Toussaint  
 
 
 

Generation XIV - Couet du Vivier 
 

Philbert (also Philibert) Couet du Vivier, écuyer 
 + 08.05.1552 in Paris 
 ∞ 1538 Marie Gohorry 
 * 11.09.1520, + 1597 
 

Philbert was advocate of Madame Marguerite de France (sister of King Henri II) in 
1547, advisor of Queen Catherine de Medici in 1548 and her „maître des requêtes“     
(a civil servant who looked through and reported about received petitions) in 1550,    
in addition advocate at the Parliament in Paris7 

  
After the death of her husband, Marie de Gohorry was apparently quite successful as a 
businesswoman,8 but then had to leave Paris with her daughters because she had 
"rejected the papal superstition" and accepted the Protestant faith.4  

 
Marie was a daughter of Pierre Gohor(r)y, sieur de la Tour et de Laval, 
advocate at the Parliament in Paris, and Catharine Rivière. 
Problem here: allegedly the chemist Jacques Gohorry, also a son of Pierre 
Gohorry, was born on 20.01.1520;9 Marie and he could hardly have been born 
in the same family in this case. But at least one source states that Jacques (as 
the fourth child of Pierre Gohorry and Catharine Rivière) was born on 
20.01.1519.10 
The hypothesis found in some sources11 that Marie was the daughter of Jean 
Gohorry, médicin de roi, 1485 - 1555, and his wife NN de Chou or de Thou, 
daughter of Jacques de Chou or de Thou, advocat général á Paris, is doubtful. 
Perhaps this is a misconstruction involving Pierre Gorris, 1485 - 1555, and his 
son Jean, 1505-1577. The former came from Bourges or surroundings, and 
settled in Paris after extended travels. Both were well-known doctors.12 

 
Pierre Gohorry's father was Jacques Gohorry.13 He is said to have come 
from Florence, where members of the Gori family had held the position 
of "Gonfaloniere" on various occasions since 1321, the highest office of 

                                                 
7 Chaix d'Est Ange, Gustave: Dictionnaire des familles françaises anciennes ou notables à la fin du xixe siècle.  
Band 12, Imprimerie de Charles Herissey, Evreux 1913, p. 83; URL: 
https://archive.org/stream/dictionnairedesf12chai/dictionnairedesf12chai_djvu.txt 
8 Morineau, Michel: Pour une histoire économique vraie. Presses universitaire, Lille 1985, p. 418 
9 The Galileo Project, Jacques Gohory. URL: http://galileo.rice.edu/Catalog/NewFiles/gohory.html 
10 Girot, Jean Eudes: Le poète et son œuvre de la composition à la publication. Librairie Droz, Geneva 2004,      
p. 317 
11 Antz, Eduard Ludwig: German Gender Book. Genealogical handbook of bourgeois families. Volume 58, 
Görlitz 1928, p. 567,  
12 de Juvigny, Rigoley: Les bibliothéques françoises de La Croix du Maine et de Du Verdier. Volume 1. Saillant 
et Nyon, Paris 1772, p. 512; URL: http://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/bpt6k57445260 
13 Nouvelles archives du Muséum d'histoire naturelle. Publiees by MM Les professeurs-administrateurs de cet 
etablissment. Series 4. Volume 1. Paris 1899, p. 5; URL: 
https://archive.org/stream/nouvellesarchive41189musu/nouvellesarchive41189musu_djvu.txt 



the nine-member municipal government (signoria).14 This statement is 
consistent with the fact that Marie's above-mentioned brother, Jacques 
Gohorry, published one of the first French translations of Machiavelli's 
"El Principe" in 1571 (printing of the original 1532).15 

 
The father of Catharine Rivière was Pierre Rivière, sieur de 
Bonneuil-en-France (near Paris).14 

 
 

Generation XV - Couet du Vivier 
 

Charles Couet du Vivier 
* 1487, + 13. or 14.09.1515 (fallen in the battle of Marignan) 
∞ Nicole Poyet 

 
In some sources4,16,17 it is stated that already Marie's (or her brother Jacques') 
grandfather "Gilbert" Couet du Vivier was maître des requêtes of the queen. 
But maybe this is a misconstruction from "Philbert". 

 
There is no clear information about the parents of Nicole Poyet. The 
Poyet family had property in Jupilles, 10 km east of Mayet near Le 
Mans (see below). Guillaume Poyet, son of Guy Poyet, sieur de 
Jupilles, was chancellor of France in 1538. I suspect, however, that 
Nicole was a descendant of Guy's older brother Macé, who is called 
"auteur de la branche de la Guilberderie" (see also below). Of the four 
preceding generations, the following names are known:18 
 
Perrin Poyet (∞ Perrine Guibert), heir of 

 
Jamet Poyet, maitre d'hotel of the duke of Anjou, son of 

 
Christophe Poyet, écuyer (partition of estate with his 
brother 1345), son of 

 
Georges Poyet, écuyer ∞ Marie de la Rivière 

 
 

Generation XVI - Couet du Vivier 
 

Jacques Couet, 1468 - 1506 
∞ Jeanne de Prunelé 

                                                 
14 The Hermit of Soliers, Jean Baptiste dit Tristan: Histoire généalogique de la noblesse de Touraine. Paris 1665, 
pp. 500-501 
15 Fiore, Silvia R.: Niccolo Machiavelli: An Annotated Bibliography of Modern Criticism and Scholarship. ABC-
CLIO, Westport 1990 
16 Bulletin de la Société de l'histoire du protestantisme français. Societé de l’histoire du protestantisme francais. 
Typographie de Ch. Meyrukis, Paris 1867, p. 354; URL: 
https://archive.org/stream/bulletindelasoci16sociuoft/bulletindelasoci16sociuoft_djvu.txt 
17 Pannier, Jacques: L'Église réformée de Paris sous Henri IV. Paris 1911, p. 136; URL: 
http://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/bpt6k6213505p 
18 Parrot, Armand: Messire Guillaume Poyet. Chancelier de France. E. Dentu, Paris 1867, pp. 1-2; URL: 
http://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/bpt6k6350806j/f7.image 



 
 
 
 
The possible descent of Jacques Couet du Vivier 
 
In a short handwritten family history, which Bruno de Couet kindly made available to me, the 
following statement is made with reference to a document from the year 1675: "Jacques... vint 
de provence en anjou a la suite de charles, comte du maine, servant d'ordonnance de ce 
prince" ("Jacques... came from Provence to Anjou in the wake of Charles, Count of Maine, 
serving as his orderly"). Charles V, Count of Maine, 1446 - 1481, was a brother of René 
d'Anjou, 1434 - 1480, King of Sicily, Duke of Anjou and Touraine, Count of Provence. When 
Charles took over the latter’s heritage, Jacques Couet was almost 13 years old, so it is quite 
possible that he was taken into service by the new sovereign when the latter came to Provence 
(if Jacques was from Provence at all, see below). 

 
There is evidence of a family Covet in southeastern France. For example, in 1331, a Jean 
Covet, ∞ Marie Plantey, is mentioned as "jurisconsulte, enquêteur et réformateur dans le 
comté de Gap et les baronnies de Montauban et de Mévouillon" ("legal adviser, investigator 
and reformer in the county of Gap and the Baronies of Montauban and Mévouillon").19 These 
territories border directly on Provence, so that it could well be that a century later a branch of 
the Covet family was resident there. Without information about the exact place, there is 
mention of an Etienne Covet, + 1391, ∞ Marie Macet.20 In 1436, a Jean Couet is named as 
"syndic de Bourg" (member of the Senate of Bourg-en-Bresse, Rhône-Alpes region).21 In 
1468 he (or another Jehan Couet) was as a member of the "Conseil de Gouvernement etabli a 
Bourg pour parer á l'invasion" ("Government Commission formed in Bourg for the Defense 
against the Invasion").22 On 4 September 1466, a Hugues Covet married Jeanne Parpillon 
from Seissel (a municipality in the department Ain, region Rhône-Alpes).23 So, at least this 
branch of the family was located further north. One source mentions a Pierre Couet, ∞ 
Julienne de Verdun, who before 1374 (when his wife entered into a second marriage with 
Simon Foison) had been "secrétaire du roi", which would fit in with the offices of the later 
Couets.24 Elsewhere, however, this woman's first husband is called Pierre Cuiret.25 
 
The „Dictionnaire de la Noblesse"26 mentions as ancestor of the family "de Couet de 
Marignane" a certain Francois Couet from Bourg-en-Bresse, ∞ Jeanne Plature. Francois is 
said to have come from his homeland to Provence around 1500. He had a transport company, 
which his sons Jean and Martin led to great success, so that they were eventually able to 

                                                 
19 Bulletin de l‘Académie delphinale. Serie 5, Tome 3. Grenoble 1909, p. 100; URL: 
http://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/bpt6k454127r.image.r=Covet.f155.hl 
20 Recueil de la Société d‘agriculture, sciences, arts et belles-lettres du département de l’Eure. Évreux 1862, p. 
356; URL: http://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/bpt6k214089w.image.r=Couet.f363.hl 
21 Morel, Octave: Les plus anciens registres consulaires de Bourg-en-Bresse, p. 48; URL: 
http://archives.bourgendoc.fr/web/Documents/BB/BB006_1434_1443_Morel.pdf 
22 Annales de la Société d'émulation, agriculture, lettres et arts de l'Ain. Bourg 1893, p. 9; URL: 
http://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/bpt6k54425168.image.r=Couet.f13.hl 
23 Pedigree of Henri Grangette; URL: https://gw.geneanet.org/hg1?n=de+covet&oc=&p=hugues 
24 Maugis, Eduard: Histoire du Parlement de Paris, de l'avènement des rois Valois jusqu'à la mort  
d'Henri IV. Volume 3. AugustPicard, Paris 1916, p. 34 
25 Blanchard, François: Les presidens au mortier du parlement de Paris , leurs emplois, charges, qualitez, armes, 
blasons et genealogies, depuis l'an 1331 jusques à present. Cardin Besongne, Paris 1647, p. 490; URL: 
http://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/bpt6k5597190m.image.r=Cuiret.f613.hl 
26 de La Chesnaye des Bois, François-Alexandre Aubert: Dictionnaire de la Noblesse. Volume 5. Paris 1772, p. 
201 



secure exclusive rights for transport between Marseille and Lyon. When they married two 
noble sisters, Madeleine and Marguerite de Monier, in 1561, the marriage certificate 
described them as noble. This all fits in with the assumption that the Couet family was 
represented in south-eastern France (perhaps with different branches) and played a role in 
society. In particular, it does seem entirely possible that Jacques Couet came to Anjou from 
Provence - if it was not for a number of facts that make another possibility more likely (see 
below). 
 
Bruno de Couet first assumed that the father of Jacques Couet was Jean III Mortimer, 
seigneur de Couhé.27 But there is no proof of that at all. Nor for his later idea that Jacques 
Couet's father was Jacques II "le Batard" de Lusignan, King of Cyprus. Jacques de Lusignan, 
it seems, left a legitimate son and three illegitimate children.28 There does not seem to be any 
room for another son, Jacques Couet. Bruno de Couet currently claims Jacques Couet du 
Vivier's descent from Charles de Lusignan and Hélène Zappe.29 As far as I can see, there is no 
evidence for this either, especially since three children of Charles are known who were all 
born around 1468 (the birth year of Jacques Couet). Probably the Couet family has nothing to 
do at all with the Couhé or Lusignan. 
 
As far as the suffix "du Vivier" is concerned, occasionally souces point to a fief "at 
Amboise"16 or "between Amboise and Loches".17 But there is no "Vivier" to be found there. 
Already in a handwritten document "Fief du Vivier", which was also kindly provided to me 
by Bruno de Couet, and which must have come from a 19th century genealogist, doubts are 
expressed as to whether the aforementioned localisation is correct. It is stated that Marie 
Gohorry leased "le Vivier" to Christophe Guilbert in 1559 and sold it to "Mr. de la Gruellerie" 
on 8 August 1563. Guilbert may have been a relative of her mother-in-law Nicole Poyet (see 
above). He is said to be "resident in Mayet." Also "la Gruellerie" is a property in Mayet, 35 
km south of Le Mans, department Sarthe. A house "le Vivier" (today "les Viviers")30 is 
located at a distance of a few hundred meters. It dates from the 11th century with alterations 
from the 15th and 17th centuries.31 In all probability, this is "our" Vivier. 
 
Interesting is the fact that there was also a family „Couette“ in this area at the same time. This 
family is known to have resided since at least 1445 on the estate "la Couetterie", which lies 9 
km east of Mayet in the village Beaumont-Pied-de-Bœuf.32 As early as 1179, a Robert Coët is 
mentioned as a witness in Chateau-du-Loir, 15 km southeast of Mayet.33 A Jean Couete 
appears in a document from 1353 in the area of Chateauneuf-sur-Sarthe, 70 km to the west.34 
The mention of a Jehan Couet in 1402, however, is based on the wrong reading of a 
document, as the responsible archivist informed me.35 It could well be that all these Coët, 
Couete, Couette and also Couet belonged to the same family. The name Couet is apparently 

                                                 
27 This idea can still be found in a number of pedigrees on www.geneanet.org 
28 Latrie, L. M.: Nouvelles preuves de l'histoire de Chypre sous le reigne des princes de la maison de Lusignan. 
Paris 1873, p. 44 
29 Pedigree of Bruno de Couet; URL: https://gw.geneanet.org/couet?n=zappe&oc=&p=helene 
30 Photos here: http://damache01.free.fr/photosNorm/mayet_tour-viviers.jpg; 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Mayet_-_Manoir_des_Viviers.JPG 
31 URL: http://www.mairie-mayet.fr/sites-remarquables.html 
32 URL: http://www.patrimoine.paysdelaloire.fr/patrimoine/detail-notices/IA72001351/ 
33 Revue historique et archéologique du Maine. Volume 5. Historical and Archaeological Society of Maine. Le 
Mans 1879, S. 361; URL: https://archive.org/stream/revuehistoriquee05soci/revuehistoriquee05soci_djvu.txt 
34 Inventaire-sommaire des archives départmentales antérieures a 1790. Series 2, Volume 3. Le Mans 1881, H. 
760; URL: http://www.archives72.fr/iso_album/h1-1000.pdf 
35 Same source, H. 382; and personal communication by Samuel Gibiat, Director of the Archives 
départementales de la Sarthe, Le Mans 



pronounced in the local accent with a "t" at the end.36 This may have been lost later, because 
it was difficult to hear the "t" before the "d" in Couet du Vivier.  
 
Perhaps Jacques Couet did not really come from the southeast of France, but was a younger 
son of the Couette de la Couetterie family, whose mother had brought "le Vivier" into her 
marriage as a dowry and passed it on to him. The mother could have been from the de Hodon 
family, who owned the "Fort des Salles" in Mayet and associated properties (for example "la 
Gruellerie", possibly also the nearby "le Vivier") at least since 1454.37 The coat of arms of the 
de Hodon family shows three silver spindles on a red background (in a row),38 and that of the 
de Prunelé family (from which Jacques' wife came) shows six golden rings on a red 
background (three, two, one),39 so that the coat of arms of the Couet du Vivier family, three 
silver arrowheads on a red background (two, one),40 can be understood as a combination of 
these two. The statement about Jacques Couet's service with Charles de Maine can be 
explained as follows: he was accepted as a squire by a knight from the area and then came to 
Provence with the count's troops in 1480/81 when Charles took over the inheritance of his 
uncle René. Charles died in Provence, but his troops returned to Maine, and to Anjou, which, 
together with Provence and Maine, belonged to Charles' legacy (and fell to the French king).  
 
The localization of "le Vivier" between Amboise and Loches finds a plausible explanation in 
the fact that Philbert Couet du Vivier also owned goods there, according to the 
aforementioned document "Fief du Vivier". These were sold by him during his lifetime, 
including a house in Amboise itself and one called "Paradis et Violette" in a suburb of 
Amboise, both "venaient de la succession de son père", thus from the succession of Charles 
Couet du Vivier. We'll get back to that. 
 
 
The possible ancestry of Jeanne de Prunelé 
 
Figure 2: Extract from the family tree of the de Prunelé family  
(Simplified to Pattou, Etienne: Maison de Prunelé38) 
 
The family history of the Couet du Vivier mentioned above, which refers to a document from 
1675, originally mentioned a "Jeanne de Prouvele, dame du Vivier". The surname was later 
crossed out and replaced by "Prunelé" in another handwriting. My attempts to find any Jeanne 
de Prouvel(l)e or de Prouvil(l)e were not successful. The only possible family, "de Prouville", 
was located between the 13th and the 15th centuries in the area around Cambrais, northwest 
France, and as far as I can see had no connection to Amboise or Mayet. I assume, therefore, 
that the correction was rightly made. Apart from that, a connection with the "de Prunelé" 
family is also plausible for other reasons (see below). 
 
At present the origin of this Jeanne de Prunelé cannot be definitively clarified. Three persons 
of the name are mentioned in the sources available on the Internet who would fit at least time-
wise, more or less: 

                                                 
36 Keyword "Couette"; URL: http://www.denisjeanson.fr/site_toponymy/lettre_c/lieux_cou/coue.html 
37 Revue historique et archéologique du Maine. Volume 24. Historical and Archaeological Society of Maine. Le 
Mans 1888, p. 183; URL: https://archive.org/stream/revuehistoriquee24soci/revuehistoriquee24soci_djvu.txt 
 
38 Denais, Joseph: Armorial Général d'Anjou. Germain and G. Grasin, Angers 1881, p. 191; URL: 
https://jbc.bj.uj.edu.pl/Content/328664/NDIGDRUK014908_9.pdf 
39 Pattou, Etienne: Maison de Prunelé. URL: http://racineshistoire.free.fr/LGN/PDF/Prunele 
40 Handwritten document "Fief du Vivier" with reference to "M. d'Hozier". 



- Jeanne de Prunelé, daughter of Guillaume VI de Prunelé. She was married to Pierre de 
Cugnac until 1477 or 1484, so theoretically she could have married Jacques Couet in second 
marriage and could have become the mother of Charles Couet, born 1487. However, the year 
of birth of the first son from her marriage with Pierre de Cugnac, Antoine II, is 1450. This 
means that Jeanne could hardly have been the wife of Jacques Couet.41 
- Jeanne de Prunelé, born after 1423, daughter of Guy de Prunelé, Seigneur de la Porte. She 
was married to Guion Dousse and it is said of her "morte sans enfant avant l'an 1485" 
("deceased without child before the year 1485").42 
- Jeanne de Prunelé, daughter of Hugues II de Prunelé, Seigneur de la Porte, son of the Guy de 
Prunelé just mentioned. She was married to Guillaume de Lion, and together with him took 
part in an official act in 1498.43 So she, too, is out of the question as Jacques Couet's wife. 

 
Since there is no other talk of a Jeanne de Prunelé, one can only go through the various 
branches of the family and ask whether there could be any gaps in the documentation.  
- Jeanne could be a daughter of Guillaume VII, son of the aforementioned Guillaume VI. We 
know the names of two children of his, Anne and Francois.44 Of course it is conceivable that 
he had another daughter, but as this was the main branch of the family, she would surely have 
been mentioned in the relevant sources. 
- The same applies to the junior branch of the Ouarville-Prunelé. Three children of Pierre de 
Prunelé, brother of Guillaume VII., are documented, Antoine, Francoise and Louise.45 Again, 
we cannot exclude the possibility that there was another daughter, although that seems 
improbable given the prominence of the family. It should also be remembered that Pierre's 
wife, Annette de Tilly, was married to Michel de Beauvillier in her first marriage and already 
had a daughter named Jeanne from him.46 
- Furthermore, we have the branch "de la Porte". Hugues II, seigneur de la Porte, as I said 
above, is out of the question for our case because he is the father of another married Jeanne. 
One can only think of his two cousins, the sons of Colinet de Prunelé, seigneur de Louville 
(also Liouville or Léouville).47 One was Pierre, seigneur de Richarville, in 1481 "prévot des 
maréchaux de France" and in 1493 "conseiller du roi & maitre ordinaire de son hôtel".48 We 
know of at least one daughter of his, Marguerite. She came from his first marriage with 
Jeanne Antoinette de Nacelles, and was allegedly his only daughter from that marriage. She 
was married to a Pierre Couette, which at least proves a connection to the county of Maine.45 
Pierre de Prunelé was married a second time to Marie d'Allonville, whose children, as far as I 
can see, are nowhere documented. But there was at least one (younger) Pierre de Prunelé, 
seigneur de Richerville, whose father Jean must have been a son of the (older) Pierre.49 
Another daughter named Jeanne cannot be excluded here, and the fact that both Marie's 

                                                 
41 Abbot of Lépine: Généalogie historique de la Maison de Cugnac. Paris-Auteuil 1884, p. 164; URL: 
http://hpvexin.free.fr/content/histoire-et-patrimoine/secteur/sausseron/commune/herouville/docs/Herouville-
Genealogie%20Cugnac.pdf 
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husband, Pierre de Prunelé, and her father, Charles d'Allonville, were "maitre d'hotel du roi" 
could explain why Jeanne de Prunelé’s grandson Philbert (or perhaps already her husband 
Jacques Couet du Vivier) reached a high position at court. Charles d'Allonville was, by the 
way, towards the end of his life "chambellan et conseiller" of King Louis XI and had the 
command of a hundred "sous les ordres du comte du Maine".50 So this could be his 
connection to the Mayet area. 
- Colinet's second son was Jean, seigneur de Lézanville, married to Charlotte de Saint Guydas 
before 1464. There are wills written by him and by his wife from the years 1503 and 1516, 
resp.51 It is not known how many children they had and what their names were. In Charlotte's 
will, a son Jean de Prunelé, seigneur de Lézanville, is named. Another Jean de Prunelé, 
seigneur de Lézanville, who married Marguerite des Personnes in 1516,52 may have been the 
grandson of Jean and Charlotte. In a document dating from 1484, Jean de Prunelé, seigneur de 
Romainville, is mentioned,53 in 1511, Jean de Prunelé, seigneur de Lézanville et 
Romainville.46 Which Jean is referred to in each case can only be guessed. There was a 
Jacqueline de Prunelé, perhaps a sister of the youngest Jean, who is mentioned in 1522 as 
"réclamant... les terres de Romainville".54 She had been married55 since 1517 to (another) 
Pierre Couette and together with him sued against her mother, Jeanne de Rosny, who must 
have been the wife of the middle Jean (or another son of Jean de Prunelé and Charlotte de 
Saint Guydas). 
 
Overall, it seems to me that Jeanne de Prunelé must have been a daughter of either Pierre de 
Prunelé or Jean de Prunelé. The fact that both Pierre's daughter and Jean's granddaughter were 
married to men from the Couette family at least suggests, as I have said, that there were 
connections to the Mayet area.  
 
The name Guydas could be an indication of Jeanne's descent from Jean. In the period around 
1450 a Fouques (or Fouquet) of Guydas is mentioned, in the 1440s "capitaine de chateau 
d'Amboise" and later (at least between 1448 and 1456) "maitre d'hotel du roi.56 He owned 
both the estate "La Folaine de Chédigny" near Azay-sur-Indre and land in Civray-de-
Touraine.57 Both are "between Amboise and Loches." It has already been mentioned that 
during his lifetime Philbert Couet du Vivier sold a house in Amboise and an estate called 
"Paradis et Violette" in a suburb of Amboise, and that both came from the inheritance of 
Philbert's father, Charles. There is a Chateau de Paradis a few km south of Amboise, near 
Civray-de-Touraine, which could be the same property as "Paradis et Violette". However, 
according to the document "Fief du Vivier", the latter was acquired by a René de Combras, 
"huissier de salle du roi" (king's doorkeeper), who in 1556 sold a vineyard in Faubourg de 
Violette (in front of the north-eastern gate of Amboise) to Diane de Poitier, the king's lover.58 
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So if "Paradis et Violette" is one property, not two different ones, the "Paradis" further south 
is probably not the right one.  
 
Be that as it may, it is conceivable that Philbert Couet du Vivier was the great-grandson of 
Charlotte de Saint Guydas through his grandmother Jeanne de Prunelé and that his heritage in 
the Amboise area came from this family. By the way, Fouques Guydas was involved in the 
siege and recapture of Le Mans in 1448,59 so that relations with Maine could also go back to 
him. The Amboise possessions of the Couet du Vivier family would then have been 
bequeathed to his daughter Charlotte after Fouques' death around 1465, and she would have 
passed them on to her daughter Jeanne 20 years later as a dowry. This is conceivable, of 
course. That none of it is mentioned in Charlotte's will (as far as I can see) could be explained 
by the fact that at the time of its writing Jeanne's wedding was 30 years ago. Nevertheless, the 
chronological order that one would have to assume here speaks rather against an inheritance 
from Fouques Guydas. 
 
In my view, the facts fit together better as follows: Charles d'Allonville (1398-1479) in about 
1453 contracted his second marriage with Bertranne de Richebourg (born about 1440).49 One 
of their daughters was Marie d'Allonville (born about 1456), who reached marriageable age in 
the early 70s. If Jeanne de Prunelé was the daughter of Pierre de Prunelé and Marie 
d'Allonville, she must have been born around that time and married very young like her 
mother and grandmother, at least before 1487 when her son Charles Couet du Vivier was 
born. The sequence of generations assumed here is very narrow, but that women had their first 
children at the age of 15 or 16 was probably not unusual in the 15th century. Now Pierre de 
Prunelé, as I said, from his first marriage with Jeanne Antionette de Nacelles had a daughter 
named Marguerite, who married a Pierre Couette. This daughter must have been born before 
1453, so the connection to the Couette family was probably established long before the 
marriage of Jacques Couet du Vivier and Jeanne de Prunelé (mid-1480s). As has already been 
mentioned, it may have been based on Charles d'Allonville's contacts with Maine. Jacques 
Couet du Vivier might have been a younger brother or cousin of Pierre Couette, to whom 
Pierre de Prunelé gave his daughter from his second marriage, Jeanne, as a wife. The estates 
in Amboise and Violette were perhaps in Pierre de Prunelé's possession when he was (in the 
1490s) "conseiller du roi & maitre ordinaire de son hôtel", and after his death passed to his 
son-in-law Jacques, whom he had introduced to the higher society. Largely speculation, 
admittedly, but plausible nevertheless. 
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Supplement to "The ancestors of Daniel Toussaint (1541-1602) and Marie 
Couet du Vivier (ca. 1544-1587)". 
 
(submitted to Genealogie, August 2019) 
 
 
 
In my essay in issue 1/2018 of Genealogie, I discussed the descent of Marie Couet du Vivier 
from the de Prunelé family and argued that her great-grandmother Jeanne de Prunelé belonged 
to the side line "de la Porte". Its founder, Hugues I, was the grandson of Guillaume III de 
Prunelé and his wife Isabelle. The latter is said to have been a "dame d'Alzonne et de la 
Châtellenie de Montréal". Apparently she brought the two lordships, as well as Rieux, Leuc, 
and Laderne (all near Carcassone in southern France) into her marriage. These remained in 
the possession of the family for several generations - until 1372; the grandchildren and great-
grandchildren of Isabelle still held the title "seigneur de Alzonne, Rieux, Leuc, et Ladern" 
(Montréal is no longer mentioned).60 The combination of the four lordships points to 
Raymond de Saverdun as a possible ancestor,61 a majority of contributions on genealogie.org 
assume that he was Isabelle's grandfather.62 
 
Isabelle and her husband Guillaume III apparently died when their sons Guillaume IV and 
Jean were still minors. The guardianship, it is said, was assumed by a Bernard de 
Montesquieu as "leur plus proche parent" (their next of kin).63 It is usually assumed that he 
was Isabelle's father, married to Thiburge de Saverdun, the daughter of the aforementioned 
Raymond. Raymond himself is often identified with Raymond de Rabastens from a sideline 
of the de Villeneuve family.64 An uninterrupted line of ancestors can be traced back from him 
to Amblard I de Villeneuve and his father Walchaire de Narbonne, the founder of the house 
Villeneuve. Walchaire was a grandson of Berthe de Reims, and she in turn a granddaughter of 
Berthe, a daughter of Charlemagne.65 
 
That would all be very nice, but there is also an alternative hypothesis on the Internet: 
roglo.eu says that Raymond de Saverdun was not a descendant from the Villeneuve, but from 
the Vicomtes de Toulouse, and his daughter Thiburge was not married to Bernard de 
Montesquieu, but to Pierre de Compende.66 Jean-Baptiste de La Grandière is often quoted as a 
witness here. When I wrote to him, he confirmed that he had no doubt in this respect: 
"Isabelle de Compende était assurément une descendante directe de Raymond Guillaume, 
marquis de Toulouse. "(Isabelle de Compende was certainly a direct descendant of Raymond 
Guillaume, the Marquis of Toulouse - the most prominent representative of the Vicomtes.) De 
La Grandière refers to Jean Darnaud and his study Descendance du marquis Raymond 
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Guillaume de Toulouse (+ >1079).67 The University Library of Toulouse was kind enough to 
provide me with some pages from this work (which is probably more of an internal research 
report than a book publication). In it, the descent of Raymond de Saverdun from the Vicomtes 
de Toulouse is indeed documented, and apparently it is also assumed as certain that 
Raymond's daughter Thiburge was married to Pierre de Compende. However, no claim is 
forwarded that these two were the parents of Isabelle, dame d'Alzonne et de la Châtellenie de 
Montréal. Rather, Pierre and Thiburge's marriage is said to have produced a son and a 
daughter, Foulques and Jeanne, who both died childless. After the death of the latter, it is said, 
"ces biens passèrent par proximité parentale á Robert d'Harcourt, Guillaume de Prunelé, 
seigneur d'Arban, Guillaume de Guion et Philippe de Cournois" (...the goods were passed on 
through parental kinship...). The heirs mentioned here, Robert d'Harcourt etc., can be 
identified as descendants of Isabelle and Guillaume III de Prunelé (see attached genealogical 
table).68 
 
Darnaud quotes among others from the extensive work of Alphonse Jacques Mahul, 
Cartulaire et Archives des Communes de l'ancien Diocèse et de l'Arrondissement 
administratif de Carcassonne.69 However, there are contradictory statements about our case in 
his book: in the chapter about Alzonne, the description is largely the same as in Darnaud's 
study.70 Also in the chapter about Leuc, Pierre is mentioned as son-in-law of Raymond.71 The 
chapter about Laderne, on the other hand, states that Raymond's son-in-law was Foulques, and 
Pierre the son of Foulques.72 And in the chapter about Rieux-Minervois, this latter version is 
confirmed by a letter from King Louis (Louis IX, the Saint) to the Seneschal of Carcassonne, 
in which it is stated that Pierre, the son of his "dear and faithful friend" Foulques de 
Compende, had been visiting him in order to receive the lordships of the deceased Raymond 
de Saverdun as a fiefdom in succession of his father. "Ludovicus, Dei gratia Francorum Rex, 
J. de Cranis senescallo Carcassonae salutem et dilectionem. Scire nos volumus quod nos 
Petrum, filium dilecti et fidelis nostri Fulconis de Compende, latorem praesentium, in 
hominem recepimus, de terra quae fuit defuncti R. de Sevarduno militis, quam terram idem 
Fulco in manu sua tenebat.”73 It is not clear why in other works, for example in the Histoire 
du Minervois by Louis Béziat,74 and even in two chapters of the book by Mahul himself, this 
text was ignored and the order Foulques - Pierre was reversed.  
 
After the sons of Isabelle, Guillaume IV and Jean de Prunelé, had reached the age of maturity, 
they sent an appeal to the Seneschal of Carcassonne in 1318 to be reinstated in the "premieres 
appellations" (higher jurisdiction) in Montréal.75 This had been taken over by the "châtelain 
de Montréal" in the name of the king, because their guardian, Bernard de Montesquieu, who 
was residing in Alzonne, had not taken care of it. It should be noted here that a "châtellenie" 
is not a fief, but a dominion administered by a "châtelain" (castellan or castle bailiff) on 
behalf of the actual owner, such as the count or the king. Regarding Montréal, there is not the 
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slightest indication in Mahul’s book that a Compende, Montesquieu or Prunelé would have 
played a role there. Between 1262 and 1312 a total of 10 châtelains are named, none of them 
from any of the families mentioned.76 The claim to the higher jurisdiction in Montréal, which 
allegedly had "toujours" (always) been exercised by the judges of the lordship of Alzonne and 
therefore belonged to the heirs of Foulques de Compende, also seems strange to me for 
another reason: in 1270 Foulques himself apologised to the Seneschal of Carcassonne that he 
had "usurped" the jurisdiction in Alzonne, Rieux, Leuc and Aladerne.77 Perhaps the complaint 
of the Prunelé brothers in 1318 referred to an earlier state, before 1270, but their father 
Guillaume III de Prunelé also seems to have called himself "seigneur d'Alzonne et de la 
Châtellenie de Montréal", as "chief" of his wife Isabelle.78 
 
On the same day as their appeal concerning Montréal, Guillaume and Jean submitted an 
appeal concerning Leuc and Ladern, both of which had been transferred to the widow of 
Foulques de Compende, Meline des Arcis (presumably his second wife after Thiburge de 
Saverdun), as "douaire viager" (lifelong dowry).79 Here, too, jurisdiction had been usurped 
"by the king's people" because of "inactivity and neglect" of the owner. Foulques is called 
'leur oncle“ (her uncle) in connection with the appellations of the Prunelé brothers. Finally, in 
1322, the king confirmed their rights to the inherited properties in the Carcassonne area. 
Interestingly, however, Rieux is not mentioned at this time, although it also belonged to 
Raymond's estate, and later to that of the Compende heirs. Darnaud states that Foulques 
transferred the lordship of Rieux as a dowry to his sister Jeanne (although no year is given), 
and that later the other lordships were also passed on to her. As just mentioned, however, 
Mahul refers to a document that identifies Foulques de Compende as the owner of Rieux as 
late as 1270. His sister must have had passed away by this time and the dowry must have 
fallen back to Foulques, or something is wrong with the statement that Jeanne was Foulques 
sister.  
 
In general, the data of the different authors listed so far cannot be easily reconciled. If the 
grandson of Raymond de Saverdun was already of age when Raymond died in 1247 
(according to Darnaud and Mahul I, Foulques took over the fiefdom of his grandfather 
because his father Pierre had already died; according to Mahul IV, Pierre was with the king on 
behalf of his father Foulques in order to receive the fiefdom from his hand), then this 
grandson must have been born around 1230. The year of birth of Guillaume IV is indicated 
elsewhere as 1298,80 so we can assume that his mother Isabelle was born between 1275 and 
1280. It is therefore impossible for her to have belonged to the generation of Raymond's 
grandchildren. We are missing at least one, if not two generations. But since we have no 
direct news from this generation or generations, we depend on speculation. 
 
Let us assume that the king's letter of 1247, cited in Mahul, is genuine and that the succession 
was Raymond de Saverdun - Foulques de Compende - Pierre de Compende. Then the 
statement that Foulques died without an heir is perhaps to be understood as meaning that he 
survived his son Pierre. Jeanne de Compende, the last direct heiress of Raymond de Saverdun, 
could have been a daughter of Pierre who was born around 1250 and married shortly after 
1270. That she is called Foulques' sister in some sources is perhaps due to the error that 
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Foulques was Pierre's son and not vice versa. Jeanne could have received the lordship of 
Rieux from her grandfather Foulques as a dowry and passed it on to Isabelle. 
 
Time-wise, Jeanne could even have been Isabelle's mother. Then she would not be Raymond 
de Saverdun's granddaughter, rather his great-great-granddaughter, but at least a direct 
descendant. However, the statement that Jeanne de Compende did not leave any direct heirs 
would simply be incorrect in this case. 
 
Jeanne might more likely have been Isabelle's older half-sister. Pierre could have been 
married twice and become a father again when he was over 40, i.e. of Isabelle. Such a 
relatively late paternity would not be inconceivable. On the other hand, I have just pointed out 
that Pierre probably died before his father, and in fact there is not the slightest indication that 
he was still alive between 1275 and 1280.  
 
So perhaps we should rather follow what Darnaud writes, namely that Isabelle was not a 
direct descendant of Foulques and/or Jeanne and that the heritage was passed on "through 
parental kinship". Pierre's property may have been transferred to his wife's family after his 
(relatively early) death. Isabelle might then have been his niece or grandniece. However, if, as 
suspected, Jeanne was Pierre's daughter and heiress, who herself remained childless, it seems 
more probably that her heritage would have gone to her husband's relatives. We will get back 
to this shortly. 
 
First a detail about the Compende: where Compende or Compens is mentioned in modern 
sources, it is translated from a Latin original that usually says "de Compendio". However, this 
name is reproduced elsewhere as "de Compiègne". In 1217, a Foulques de Compiègne was 
given the "Porte de St. Honoré" in Paris for his services as sergeant of King Philip II. August, 
with the condition to "maintain it well".81 It is conceivable that he was the father of that 
Foulques', whom the next king, Louis VIII, called his "dear and faithful friend". In any case, I 
think it is likely that Compende or Compens is not the correct translation into French, and that 
what was just quoted about them is in fact about the de Compiègne family. Béziat also gives 
the name Compiègne in the above-mentioned Histoire du Minervois. By the way, it is stated 
that the inheritance of Foulques and Jeanne took place "selon la coutume de la vicomté de 
Paris" (according to the customary law of the viscounty of Paris), in which one can perhaps 
see a confirmation that the family came from Paris, because otherwise the south of France 
was usually governed by Roman law. 
 
Finally, some reflections on the Montesquieu: Latin documents from the late 13th century, 
including the source of the guardianship of Guillaume IV and Jean de Prunelé, refer to a 
family "de Monte-Esquivo"82 or "de Montesquivo"83. In French, this is sometimes rendered as 
Montesquieu, sometimes as Montesquiou.84 Bernards are found at the time in question, 
however, only with the first surname mentioned, as far as I can see. A Bernard de 
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Montesquieu died around 1291,85 which is probably too early for the guardianship over 
Guillaume IV and Jean, if they reached adulthood actually only around 1318.86 A more 
plausible assumption might be that the guardian of Isabelle's sons was the nephew of the 
aforementioned Bernard,87 of whom it is said that in 1315 his father Guillaume transferred to 
him "château et mandement de Plagnol" (castle and dominion of Plagnol or Planiol - near the 
family seat La Maléne in the Lozère department).88 In terms of time it would all fit together 
best if this Bernard was Isabelle's brother. His (and possible her) father Guillaume, seigneur 
de Charbonnières, is mentioned in documents from the years 1292 to 1315. However, Plagnol 
is about 200 km away from Montréal. Moreover, as already mentioned, there is no direct 
connection of the family with Montréal, nor with Alzonne, Rieux, Leuc, or Ladern. 
 
I have another suspicion: in a deed from 126789 in which the administrator of Rieux, in the 
name of "Fulquer de Compendio", made certain arrangements for this property, a "Raimundus 
de Monteolivo" is named as notary. It seems possible to me that "Montesquivo" is merely an 
erroneous reading of "Monteolivo" and that we are actually dealing with this family. It can be 
found throughout the 13th century and beyond in the surroundings of Carcassonne. A list of 
40 co-seigneurs of Fanjeaux Castle, 10 km west of Montréal, includes the names Pierre Isarn 
de Montalive, Raymond Isarn de Montalive and Bernard Guillard de Montalive.90 A Pierre 
Isarn de Montolieu is mentioned as a citizen of Fanjeaux in 1244, after the crusade against the 
Cathars, in which the ownership of many estates in the area changed.91 "Ramundus Ysarni, 
dictus de Monte-Olivo, de castro Fanijovis" sold property near Fanjeaux to the monastery 
Prouille in 1267.92 A document from 1299 mentions "magister Raymundus de Monte Olivo, 
procurator et procuratorio nomine domini regis" (procurator and representative of the king), 
although the documented events took place almost 200 km west of Carcassonne.93 In 1244, a 
Bernard de Montolieu was suspected of dealing with Cathar heretics in Montréal.94 In 1258, a 
Bernard de Montolieu was mentioned several times in nearby places.95 A little later, in 1272, 
now 80 km further east in Narbonne, a Bernard de Montolieu is named as mediator in a legal 
dispute.96 In 1296 this or another Bernard de Montolieu was consul in Narbonne.97 A 
procurator of the same name was mentioned in 1319 in Narbonne, a consul in 1347.98 These 
                                                 
85 Pedigree of Louis Brun; URL: 
https://gw.geneanet.org/zardoz?lang=en&iz=1542&p=bernard&n=de+montesquieu 
86 Pattou, Etienne: Maison de Prunelé. URL: http://racineshistoire.free.fr/LGN/PDF/Prunele. 
87 Pedigree of Louis Brun; URL: 
https://gw.geneanet.org/zardoz?lang=en&iz=1542&p=bernard&n=de+montesquieu 
88 Archives départementales de la Lozère - Fonds Montesquieu. URL: 
http://archives.lozere.fr/ark:/24967/vta93ef1c1a760f8922 
89 Acceptance d'arbitres dans un différend avec le curateur de Foulques de Compiègne au sujet de biens situés à 
Rieux (1267). Document whose original is kept in the archives of the Départment Tarn in Albi (Code H36), and 
was kindly made available to me in electronic form. 
90 Guiraud, Jean: Cartulaire de Notre-Dame de Prouille. Volume II. Paris 1907 
91 Berenger de Lavelanet. 2; http://fg.occitan.balades.over-blog.com/article-berenger-de-lavelanet-2-
123123316.html 
92 Guiraud, Jean: Cartulaire de Notre-Dame de Prouille. Volume II. Paris 1907 
93 Guinaudeau, Nicolas: Fortifications seigneuriales et résidences aristocratiques gasconnes dans l’ancien 
comté d’Astarac entre le Xe et le XVIe siècle. Volume II. Annexes. https://tel.archives-ouvertes.fr/tel-
00739992/file/These-Guinaudeau-Volume_-_2-_-_Annexes.pdf 
94 Catharism today; https://www.catharisme.eu/Documents/histoire/DOAT/23/27-bernard-padiers.pdf 
95 Registre d’Inquisition de Baudoin de Montfort. Editions lamaisoncathare.org 2017; 
http://lamaisoncathare.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/07-REGISTRE-DINQUISITION-DE-BAUDOIN-DE-
MONTFORT.pdf 
96 Archives Departementales de l'Aude. Series H. Supplements; 
http://audealaculture.fr/sites/default/files/Archives/serie_h_supplements_rassembles.pdf 
97 B.N. Doat 51 fº121-122; http://ideal.irht.cnrs.fr/document/11637 
98 Mouynès, Germain: Ville de Narbonne; inventaire des Archives communales antérieures a 1790. Série AA: 
Actes constitutifs et politiques de la commune. Narbonne 1877 



Bernards de Montolieu were therefore certainly representatives of different generations of the 
family, but one of them could well have been the guardian of our Prunelé brothers. 
There were a number of other Isarn (also Izarn, Ysarn, Yzarn) in the area of Carcassonne and 
in Narbonne. In most cases, however, it is not clear what the relationship was between them. 
In particular, we do not know whether the Isarn de Montolieu were an independent family or 
members of a larger Isarn or Isarn de Fanjeaux family. An indication could be that the 
Raymond Isarn "de castro Fanijovis" of 1267 is only presented as "dictus de Monte Olivo". I 
think it is conceivable that he is identical with Raymond Isarn de Fanjaus, who is mentioned 
in a document of 1262.99 He reclaimed in the name of his mother Bérengère "des biens et des 
droits sur Montréal" (Montréal's goods and rights), after his father Pierre had obviously been 
on the Cathars‘ side in the fights against them, but then had reconciled himself with the 
king.100 Perhaps the Isarn, including the Isarn de Montolieu, had been co-seigneurs not only of 
Fanjeaux, but also of Montréal before the Cathar Crusade, and Raymond now thought that, 
after Pierre's reconciliation with the king, he could make claims again. The father could be 
Pierre de Montolieu, who was called a "citizen of Fanjeaux" in 1244. However, the fact that 
several Isarn de Montalive as well as an Isarn de Fanjeaux (without any other first names) are 
mentioned together in the aforementioned list of Co-seigneurs of Fanjeaux from 1204 may 
speak against the equation proposed here. Isarn de Fanjeaux is referred to in many sources as 
a son of Pierre Roger de Mirepoix the Elder, and brother of Pierre Roger de Mirepoix the 
Younger, who belonged to the House of Bellissen.41 Whether and if so how the Isarn de 
Montolieu mentioned at the same time were related to him cannot be clarified at this stage.  
 
Interesting for our context is the mention of an Arnaldus Isarnus and his wife Johanna in a 
text from 1307,101 in which Raimundus Isarnus is also mentioned, "knight of the castle 
Fanjeaux in his time" - where the "in his time" is probably to be understood as meaning that 
he was no longer among the living. The text names his wife as Geralda, his "daughter and 
heiress" as Belengaria. I now speculate that Johanna is our Jeanne (de Compiègne), her 
husband Arnaud is a brother of Raymond Isarn de Montolieu, and Raymond is the same who 
claimed Montréal. When Jeanne and Arnaud died without offspring, the heritage went to their 
niece Isabelle, a younger daughter of Raymond. The guardian of Isabelle's sons, Bernard Isarn 
de Montolieu, was perhaps a cousin of Raymond and Arnaud and therefore "the next (male) 
relative". That he should have been another brother of Raymond and Arnaud and Isabelle his 
daughter seems improbable because he would have appeared as the heir of his brother 
himself, not only as the guardian of the minor heirs. 
 
In summary, it can be said that the currently known documents do not prove a descent of the 
de Prunelé family, especially the wife of Guillaume III, Isabelle, from a side-line of the de 
Villeneuve family and thus from Charlemagne. But the alternative hypothesis of a descent 
from the Vicomtes de Toulouse also seems to stand on weak ground. In no way can Isabelle 
have been the granddaughter of Raymond de Saverdun; one or two additional generations 
must be assumed. However, since these are not well documented, we do not know anything 
for sure. It is reasonably probable that Raymond de Saverdun's lordships, which later 
belonged to the de Prunelé family, were first passed on in direct line to a Jeanne de 
Compiègne (Latin de Compendio, French often also de Compende), but that she died without 
descendants and the inheritance fell to her husband's family. In my opinion, the name de 
Montesquieu, mentioned in some sources, is based on an erroneous reading of de Montolieu. 
The heiress Isabelle may have been the daughter of Raymond Isarn de Montolieu, the 
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guardian of her sons, Bernard Isarn de Montolieu, a cousin of Raymond. The Isarn de 
Montolieu possibly belonged to a larger Isarn family and thus to the House of Bellissen. 


