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MEMOIRS OF LORD TEIGNMOUTH.

CHAPTER I.

Birth—School Life—Departure for India—Letters to his Mother

Few men have passed through circumstances more

fraught with great temptations than the subject of these

memoirs ; and few, if any, have ever left behind them a

more unsullied name. He made himself conspicuous in

an age when it required more than ordinary talents and

energy to become known at all. Nor was he, like too

many of his contemporaries, great merely. He was

good as well as great—loved as well as admired. Lord

Macaulay, in his Review of the " Life of Warren Hast

ings," speaks of him as " a man of whose integrity,

humanity, and honor, it is impossible to speak too

highly."

There are some men whose lives are so bad that to

read them is like walking through a populous city in

fected with a plague, or being led by the hand of a leper

to his loathsome pallet. In both cases it would be almost

impossible to escape contagion. On the contrary, to

read the life of a good man is to breathe in the untainted

atmosphere of virtue, and be led by the hand of Wisdom

in the path of life.

The records of Lord Teignmouth's useful career are
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replete with interest and instruction. His path was that

of the just which shineth more and more unto the per

fect day.

The first account of the Family of Shore is mentioned

by Lyson, who speaks of a representative of the borough

of Derby in Parliament in the reigns of Richard II. and

Henry IV., of the name of Thomas Shore ; and in the

reign of Henry V. of Ralph Shore ; two of the same

name are returned by the Commissioners, as among the

gentry of the county of Derby in the reign of Henry VI.

John Shore, the immediate progenitor of Lord Teign-

mouth, resided at Snitterton, in the parish of Darley.

About the commencement of the reign of Elizabeth, he

bought of the Sacheverells the " old manor of Snitter

ton," and several premises and lands in Snitterton, Wens-

ley, and Darley. These possessions were, however, after

wards sold by his only son John. On the summit of

Oken Hill are two old trees still known in the neighbor

hood by the name of the Shore trees. Mr. Wordsworth

composed the following sonnet embodying the tradition

connected with them :

" 'Tis said that to the brow of yon fair hill

Two Brothers clomb, and, turning face from face,

Nor one look more exchanging, grief to still

Or feed, each planted on that lofty place

A chosen tree : then, eager to fulSU

Their courses, like two new-born rivers, they

In opposite directions urged their way

Down from the far-seen mount No blast might kill

Or blight that fond memorial : the trees grew,

And now entwine their arms : but ne'er again

Embraced these Brothers upon earth's wide plain ;

Nor aught of mutual joy or sorrow knew,

Until their spirits mingled in the sea

That to itself takes all Eternity."—Wordsworth, Son. xlv.
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Soon after the Restoration, John, the eldest son of the

latter, was knighted hy Charles II. From this mark of

respect, we may safely conclude that the Shore's family

were staunch Royalists. Sir John Harpen and Sir John

Fitzherbert, the brother, and the first husband, of his

wife, led the Royalists of Derbyshire in the civil wars.

The Shores, in common with their friends, shared the

vicissitudes attending the royal cause. Woolley's MSS.

give a brief account of Mr. Thomas Shore, of Ashover,

who is described as connected with the Shores of Snitter-

ton. A Mrs. Shore, the wife of the last lineal represent

ative of the Shores of Ashover, is said to have courage

ously defended her concealed husband against a party of

Cromwell's horse, who were in search of him.

Sir John Shore contracted a second marriage with the

daughter of Mr. John Chambers, a wealthy merchant of

Derby. It was in consequence of this alliance that the

Shores became connected with India.

Thomas Shore, the father of Lord Teignmouth, was

twice married : first to a wealthy widow of the name

of Edgell, and mother of the well-known Richard

"Wyatt, Esq., of Milton Place, in Surrey ; and secondly

to the daughter of Captain Shepherd, of the East-India

Company's Naval Service.

By his first wife he had no issue ; by his second, he

had two sons, John and Thomas.

John, the subject of these memoirs, was born in Lon

don, on the eighth of October, 1 751, at a lodging in St.

James's street, their residence being Milton Place, near

Romford, in Essex. From a neighboring school, he was,

in his seventh year, removed to a seminary at Tottenham.

In the following year, his father died of a paralytic affec

tion, occasioned while at the Isle of Ascension, on his

homeward voyage from China, by eating some turtle

1*
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boiled in a copper vessel. The boy, young as he was,

never forgot his father's emaciated appearance, as he

uttered the only words remembered by his son : " Johnny,

my dear, make way for me, for I am very feeble." Mr.

Shore was highly esteemed by all his friends, and his

widow, though surviving him many years, never recover

ed from the shock produced by her early bereavement.

She was left with her two orphan boys in circumstances

that enabled her to bestow upon them the advantage of

a liberal education. Formed under the influence of reli

gious principles, Mrs. Shore's character was marked by

warmth of affection and soundness of judgment. Her

son speaks of her religious views as dwelling principally

on the morality of the Gospel, and little on the funda

mental doctrine of the Atonement. As an instance of

her self-command, under trying circumstances, her son

was fond of relating the following incident : On discover

ing him, when a child, bestriding the roof of a high barn,

she concealed her alarm by conversing playfully with him,

until the servant, by means of a ladder, had secured

his safety. Overcome by her emotions, she then fell into

a swoon.

Soon after his father's death, John Shore accepted a

writership in the East-India Company's Service, offered

to him by Mr. Pigon, an old friend of the family. Re

moved from Tottenham, he was placed at Hertford, under

the care of the Rev. Mr. Harland, a gentleman of con

siderable taste and erudition. His pupil had free access

to his well-selected library. His boyish predilection for

poetry was now fully gratified by the perusal of Pope's

translation of Homer. He also read with avidity books

of voyages and travels, which filled his imagination

with love of adventure and - enterprise. Whilst at Hert

ford, an incident occurred which produced on his mind
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a deep conviction of the care manifested towards him by

Providence. He had gone with a schoolfellow in search

of a spot pointed out to them on a previous occasion, as

a fit place for bathing. Having, however, made a mis

take, they were about to plunge into the water when a

stranger rode up to them, and asked them whether they

could swim, and receiving a negative reply, he told them

that the ppol was very deep, and threatened to horse

whip them unless they immediately left the spot.

In his fifteenth year, he was removed to Harrow, and

placed on the fifth form. The boys of this form read the

same books as those read by the sixth and highest. He

now enjoyed the instructions of the eminent scholars Drs.

Sumner and Parr. The former was delighted with his

new pupil's keen perception of the beauties of classic

authors. Under his tuition, Mr. Shore read Virgil,

Horace, Cicero, Homer, and Sophocles. The only reli

gious instruction that he received, was on Saturday

mornings, when his class read the Greek Testament, in

Dr. Sumner's study, and received his able comments on

the text. In the school, his place was between Nathaniel

Halhed and Richard Brinsley Sheridan, two characters—

though differing in many respects from each other—as

opposite to his as can be well conceived.

The civil servants of the East-India Company were re

quired to be well versed in book-keeping and merchants'

accounts before they could be received into the service.

For acquiring these qualifications, Mr. Shore was sent to

a seminary at Hoxton, where he remained nine months.

During this period, he made, in addition to his other

studies, a considerable progress in the French and Portu

guese languages. He had here for his schoolfellow young

Lord Rawdon, afterwards Marquis of Hastings, and des

tined like himself to fill the high office of Governor-

General of India.
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At the age of seventeen, Mr. Shore embarked for

India, and at Gravesend received the last embrace and

parting benediction of his widowed mother. Neither

party ever forgot the pang of that moment. While pro

viding books for her son, Mrs. Shore had consulted Dr.

Hawkesworth, who had recommended Clarke's and

Leed's Sermons as the kind of reading that would be

likely to invigorate the religious principles already im

planted in her boy's mind. By the latter of these works

he was deeply impressed with the force of the Evidences

of Christianity. The young writers and cadets that

sailed with him, he represents as a mean and disorderly

set. The captain of the ship was a decided character,

exhibiting an extraordinary mixture of the profane and

the religious. He read the church service on Sunday, re

garding the act as sufficient to atone for the sins of the

week ; observing, characteristically : " Let us rub oif as

we go." Religious principles were not likely to find

much encouragement among such associates. The fol

lowing affectionate letters to his mother show in what

fight he regarded them, and the impression that their

conduct left on his mind :

" January 1, 1769.

" Honoeed Madam : I begin my letter with the New

Year. May you, my brother, and all my friends, enjoy

many of them, and may they be happy ! You see I have

begun early : it is, that you may hear the more from me,

as I know it will give you pleasure. This is the first

time, my dear mother, I was ever widely separated from

you ; and I have leisure to perceive the loss that I sus

tain in your absence—a loss which scarce any consider

ation can wholly indemnify. It is true, I have met with

a great friend, who is ever ready to assist me with his

advice or any other little service he can : I mean Mr.
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Hancock, a gentleman of real merit and real worth, and

an exceeding good scholar. He confers all the' ohliga-

tions on me he can, gratifies me with the use of his cabin,

and library—an article the most useful and agreeable of

all others, as he has a large collection of Latin, Greek,

and English authors. I have free access to them at all

times—a privilege I make a good use of. He has also

very obligingly invited me to live with him at the Cape,

which will save me some expense. I dare say it will give

you pleasure to find how lucky in this respect I am

situated.

" We had some very.hard gales in the Bay of Biscay,

which to a young sailor must necessarily appear very

dreadful : they were, in reality, dangerous ! I was most

miserably sick the whole time, and for many days after.

I sincerely wished myself in England more than once, I

assure you. I now begin more fully to comprehend the

character of my ship and messmates. Portsmouth served

as a mirror, where their actions, and even their very

thoughts, were reflected. You can not guess how truly

mean and despicable some of them appear, contriving

and hatching up every scheme to pick up a little money

which their present poverty or future prospect of indi

gence can suggest. That town, in short, has been fatal

to many. I wish indeed, for my part, I could say I had

lived at Spithead as I ought ; for though I was not often

on shore, I am conscious I entered into many extrava

gances which were entirely needless. I have not indeed

distressed myself: I hope you will therefore excuse it as

the effect of levity and inconsideration, and not consider

me in the light of a spendthrift—a character I shall ever

dislike, and ever condemn. I have indeed gained expe

rience, sufficient to keep me from the like pernicious ex

tremes for the future.
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" Upon our leaving England, the cadets and writers

used the great cabin promiscuously ; but finding they

were troublesome and quarrelsome, we brought a Bill

into the Souse for their ejectment, which was carried by

a majority of votes in our favor: in consequence of which,

several libels and party papers came out, under the title

of 'Anonymous;' and as they were chiefly against the

writers, I answered them by one severe satire, in which,

under feigned names, I exposed many of them. I was

suspected as the author, and threatened very highly with

the loss of my ears : but the storm seems to be hushed ;

they continue in silence, and I am content. The charac

ters are allowed to be exactly copied from nature. I

wrote them by the connivance of the second mate, in his

cabin ; a very obliging, worthy, good kind of man, who

shows me many civilities. His name is Henry Pascal,

the captain's brother-in-law ; and I assure you it is greatly

owing to him I am so happy.

" I dare say you would like to hear the captain's cha

racter. To begin with his good qualities : he is humane,

honest, grateful, well-meaning, and tolerably good-na

tured. I wish I could mention any more of his virtues ;

for he has behaved so well to me, I could allow them to

him upon very trifling pretensions; but for obstinacy,

ignorance, imperiousness to his officers, and an extreme

tnauvais gout, he exactly answers the idea Smollett gives

us in the character of Commodore Trunnion, alias Han

nibal Tough ; and as he frequently personates that hero,

so he also has the honor of his name. I am pretty well

in his good graces; and I must do his toughship the

justice to say, that his behavior to me has been much

more obliging than I could ever expect.

"But I dwell so long on these subjects, I fear you will

think I have forgotten my friends.—I hope you, and my
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dear brother, and all, have continued in health ; though,

from the infirmities of many, I can scarce flatter myself

with that happiness. I beg you will tell them how much

I thank them for the obligations their civilities have laid

me under, which I shall be ever ready to acknowledge.

You can not imagine how agreeable the recollection is

of those pleasures I have enjoyed, at different times, in

their respective houses—at Milton Place, St. Anne's Hill,

Luddington, Epping Forest, and London, and other

places. I shall write to them all.

" I often reap the greatest satisfaction in reading over

the letters I received from you at Spithead. I consider

them as so many monuments of maternal tenderness and

affection. I can see through them the watchful anxiety

of an indulgent mother, whose whole thoughts are cen

tred in the welfare of her children. It gives me much

satisfaction to find by them that I have hitherto given

you no cause to repent of my misconduct. I find, also,

with pleasure, my brother's affectionate letters. When

I was with him, I little knew how I loved him ; but an

absence, such as this, confirms my affection, and teaches

me how dear he is to me.

"I shall always, my dear mother, steadfastly adhere to

your advice, particularly in regard to bad company ; and,

on that account, I have broken off some connections

which I inevitably fell into before I could sufficiently dis

tinguish whom it was my interest and inclination to cul

tivate, and whom to avoid. I do not in the least repent

the choice of life I have made ; on the contrary, I am

more pleased with my condition every day. I never had

any objection to this way of life, but to the distance by

which we are separated, and by the pains of parting.

The latter objection is pretty well overcome ; and I must

remain contented, as the former can not be removed.
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As we are within a week's sail of the Cape, the prepara

tions are making. If we should meet with any English

ships at the Cape, homeward bound, I shall embrace the

opportunity of writing to all my friends ; but if there

should be none, I must beg you to make my apology and

respects to them, as I would not put them to the expense

of paying for a letter by the Dutch ships, there being no

other method of conveyance.

"Whenever you have an opportunity, I would be

obliged to you for a ' Dictionary of Arts and Sciences by

a Number of Gentlemen,' as no such things are to be had

in Bengal ; together with a Treatise on Astronomy, and

the Poems of Pingal. The method by which I amuse

myself, is, by writing, ciphering, and the German flute ;

and with Hume's History of England, which Mr. Halhed

has lent me : it is a much better style than Rapin's. I

shall reserve a postscript to tell you how l like the Cape;

and write you a longer letter from Bengal.

" I am, dear mother,

" Your ever obedient, and ever dutiful son."

The satire referred to in this letter was afterwards de

stroyed. Indeed the disgust he felt at the malignity of

Junius's Letters thoroughly cured him of his naturally

satirical tendency.

"Madras, Friday, May 19, 1769.

"Dear Mother : We arrived here yesterday morning,

after an agreeable passage from the Cape ; and in the

afternoon I came on shore, Mr. Hancock having very

obligingly introduced me to a gentleman, at whose house

I live. He introduced me to the Governor, to-day, with

whom I dined. I supped last night at a country cap

tain's ; where I saw, for the first time, a specimen of the

Indian taste ; which, I assure you, was very elegant.
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Upon my honor, my dear mother, I never met with, or

heard of, any gentleman in my life superior to Mr. Han

cock, in generosity, good-nature, and humanity. He is

universally admired and respected. You must he happy

to think he takes so much notice of me. The season is

remarkably hot ; but it does not disagree with me.

Numbers of people are dying ; not a drop of rain having

fallen. I never saw a greater proof of your tenderness

and capacity than you showed in fitting me out ; for upon

a comparison, I find there are scarce two who are so well

supplied, and with so much judgment. I have not settled

whom to live with entirely, hut I shall soon determine.

"I have heen very healthy the whole passage, and very

happy. The second and third mates have been particu

larly civil; the second, whose name is Mr. Pascal, exceed

ingly so ; his regard is so sincere, that there is nothing

in the world that he would not do to oblige me. There

is not any one officer in the service who bears a character

superior to him ; very few equal. It will give you plea

sure, I am sure, to think I have deserved the friendship

of so honest a man. I hope my dear brother will not fail

to write me a long letter to Bengal ; the pleasure I take

in hearing can not at all be equalled but by the pleasure

I take in writing to him. He will soon, I suppose, deter

mine what profession he chooses ; pray let me know, par

ticularly as no one can take more interest in his welfare

than ourselves. Pray make my best respects to all my

friends, and tell them I will not fail to write to them all

from Bengal; and, if the shortness of our stay did but

permit, I should not be wanting in that respect now.

" Your ever dutiful and obedient son.

" P. S.—The writers at Madras are exceedingly proud,

and have the knack of forgetting their old acquaintance."
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CHAPTER II.

Bengal and the Company's Possessions—Correspondence.

On landing in Bengal* Mr. Shore's health was so im

paired, that it was generally believed he should never live

to reach Calcutta. We can hardly conceive ofmore dis

tressing circumstances than those in which he was now

placed. He was a stranger in a foreign country, enfee

bled with sickness and depressed with loneliness. His

inability to exert himself deprived him of the illusion at

tendant on novelty, and gave full scope to his mind to

brood over his present forlorn state and cheerless pros

pects. India was not then what it is now. European

comforts were few, and even oriental luxuries were by no

means common among the Company's servants. Their

power was any thing but formidable. A few factories

were all that they could call their own. But limited as

was their influence, it was like leaven, destined to assimi

late the whole mass into which it was thrown ; like a seed

germinant, sure to pervade and modify the surrounding

soil ; like the force of life, it was to go throbbing through

the frame in which it was seated ; like the brain in the

human body, it was a regal power, though in the feeble

ness of infancy.

The courage and tact of the East-India Company had

already compelled the great Mogul to cede to them the

revenues of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa. The jurisdiction,

civil and financial, of these extensive provinces placed
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under their control the resources of the Subahdar (Vice

roy) of Bengal.

Hitherto every thing had remained undisturbed in the

hands of the old functionaries. But it had now become

evident that to put a stop to the gross mismanagement

prevalent among the natives, European agents should bo

appointed, bearing the name of supervisors.

The Company regarding their acquisitions from a com

mercial point of view, their political influence occupied a

secondary place in their thoughts and deliberations. In

stead of fixed and sufficient salaries, their servants wero

left, in a great measure, to indemnify themselves by trade,

the oriental mode of accepting presents, with any other

method that cunning or avarice might suggest. Mr.

Shore's salary at first amounted only to twelve pounds

sterling a year ; while for a miserable dwelling he had to

pay nearly twice that amount. To place in such a trying

position a poor young man, anxious to realize a fortune,

and return to his native land to enjoy the fruit of his toil

among his relatives and friends, was like placing before a

half-famished epicure rich and tempting viands, enjoining

him to satisfy his cravings by picking up the few crumbs

under the table.

Against this corrupt and illiberal system, Lord Give

put forth all the energy of his vigorous intellect and iron

will. His second administration was on this account

most unpopular with the Company's servants in India, as

well as the majority of the directors in Leadenhall Street.

Mr. Shore, as might be expected, joined in the outcry

against him, but in later years he spoke of him with more

respect, and even eulogized some parts of his conduct.

Having passed the first year of his life in India in the

secret political department, Mr. Shore was nominated

assistant to the Supervisor of Bengal, whose residence
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was at Moorshedabad. Owing to the indolence or neces

sary absence of his superiors, he found himself at the age

of nineteen in the responsible position of a judge, whose

civil and fiscal jurisdiction extended over a large and

populous district. Of such appointments Mr. Hastings

observes in one of his pamphlets : " Will you believe that

the boys of the service are the sovereigns of the country,

under the unmeaning title of supervisors, collectors of

the revenue, administrators of justice, and rulers, heavy

rulers, of the people. They are said to be under the con

trol of the Board of Revenue at Moorshedabad and

Patna." That Mr. Shore was not one of these " heavy

rulers " is evident from the great integrity and maturity

of judgment displayed in all his decisions. So satisfac

tory were they, that, though they occasionally involved

property to an immense amount, out of six hundred

cases adjudicated by him in a single year, only two

appeals were made by disappointed suitors. But not

withstanding his integrity, he was accused of corruption.

It was under this painful circumstance that his acquaint

ance with Mr. Hastings commenced. Having communi

cated with the chief of his department, adjuring him

not to shield his assistant, if proved guilty, Mr. Hastings,

on Mr. Shore's accusers failing to substantiate their

charge, was satisfied of his innocence on his offering to

declare on oath that he was so.

Oriental learning had hitherto been entirely neglected

by the functionaries of the East-India Company. Pre

vious to the landing of Wilkins, Mr. Hastings was the

only person dissatisfied with the absurd method of com

municating with the natives in broken English only,

which often failed to express the real sentiment of the

speaker. To obviate this anomaly, Mr. Shore devoted

his leisure to the study of Hindostanee, Persian, Arabic,
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and Bengalee. Such was the scarcity of books, that he

had to derive his knowledge from oral instruction. His

Moonshee became warmly attached to him, and as a

token of respect, or perhaps of gratitude for some un

known kindness, sent him a valuable present of oriental

books, which, however, never reached him, being lost in

the Ganges, except one volume, a splendid copy of the

Shah Nameh of Phirdoosi. Its being stained by the wa

ters ofthe sacred river, rendered it still more valuable to

its possessor. Nor was this sufficient to satisfy this

attached native. When his pupil was about to leave

India—and suspecting, perhaps, that his integrity must

have prevented his growing rich—he pressed him to

accept a present of £1600. While declining such a

proof of affectionate respect, Mr. Shore must have felt

happy in the consciousness that he had done his duty ;

that his conduct was appreciated by the natives of India.

On his return he found an opportunity to confer a lasting

benefit on the orphan children of his late instructor and

friend.

His oriental studies did not lessen his attachment for

his earlier pursuits. He kept a journal in Latin, and read

with great care and pleasure the Greek Testament and

Homer, with selections from other authors. The follow

ing correspondence with his mother will be the best

exponent of his present views and feelings :

"Moorshedabad, April 1, 1772.

" My Dear Mother :

" The place of my residence at present is a garden-

house of the Nabob, about four miles distant from Moor

shedabad. I will not be so disingenuous as to leave this

assertion unexplained; as you might be led to imagine
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from it, that my intimacy and influence with the proprie

tor must be very great, to entitle me to the favor of

occupying his house ; which is so far from being true,

that he has scarce a personal knowledge of me. Absence

from Moorshedabad not interfering with business, I have

been enticed hither by a love of retirement and a healthy

air ; my former place of abode being less agreeable, and

the air less salutary during the hot months.

" Whatever the pastoral poets and lucubrators have so

flatteringly described as composing the charms of solitude

I here enjoy—cooing doves, whistling blackbirds, and a

purling stream ; and you will naturally think, that in so

hot a climate these rural objects must be doubly pleasing.

" But whether the mind partakes of the languishing

inactivity of the body, or what is the reason, I am not

sufficiently philosophical or selfish to feel any real enjoy

ment in things, unless participated with those I love.

Here I am quite solitary, and, except once a week, see

nobody of a Christian complexion. Little improvement

or entertainment can be had from conversations with the

natives, their ideas being very confined and debased.

Those amongst them who have studied the Persian and

Arabic languages (a critical knowledge of the latter being

esteemed the very perfection of science) commonly prove

self-sufficient pedants, with learning enough to make

them impertinent ; and as to the unlearned, nothing but

a desire to attain the necessary information regarding

their religious and civil customs (of which even they are

capacitated to give but imperfect accounts) can make

their company tolerable. It is here proper to notice,

that these remarks are made on the Mohammedans.

" In this solitude, I find no time glide away more im

perceptibly and pleasingly than when you are the subject

of my meditations ; which is very frequently the case.
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I frame in my mind resemblances (which perhaps have

their existence there only) between the rural landscapes

which surround me here, and those which you and I have

frequented in happier days. But the face of this country

has no agreeable variety of hills and valleys, groves and

lawns ; no elegant villa rises to the sight ; no distant

town to bound the prospect. The surface, for the space

of some hundred miles, is perfectly level, with neither

hill nor stone on it. A brick house, though highly mean

and inelegant, is uncommon, even in the capital city of

Bengal : there are few to be compared with yours in

Pulteney Street. Latterly, the inhabitants have begun

to imitate our buildings—a measure which nothing but

an obstinate attachment to their own absurd customs,

and too lazy a disposition to learn better, would have

hindered their adopting sooner, since their own habita

tions are exceedingly ill adapted to the climate.

" It is customary with the Gentoos, as soon as they

have acquired a moderate fortune, to dig or purchase a

pond. Besides the convenience resulting from the prox

imity of a piece of water for the purpose of daily bathing,

a ceremony strictly enjoined by their religion, they draw

a kind of standing revenue, or means of subsistence, from

it ; as those of the strictest principles eat nothing which

has life, but fish. Before the revenues of this country

became the immediate property of the Company, (who

now assume an authority over the natives not inferior to

French despotism,) the landholders and farmers of exten

sive districts dug many large lakes for the benefit of the

public, some of which still remain, and are worthy of ad

miration. At present, the poverty of people of the

highest rank is an obstacle to their carrying on works of

such extent and expense. The utility of these lakes is

not to bo estimated by the same standard it would be in
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England, where the beauty of their appearance would be

principally considered. The great scarcity of water pro

per to be drunk, from the whole soil being impregnated

with saltpetre, made it highly meritorious in any person

to supply the public with an element in its purity so

indispensably necessary to a nation of water-drinkers.

The English, and other Europeans residing in Bengal,

drink rain-water in preference to all other, being much

lighter and wholesomer.

''April 26.—Whether the natives are happier under

the administration of the English, who have eased the

poorer sort of many burdens, than under the arbitrary

authority of their own country governors, is a matter of

doubt to me. They have not that opinion which every

Englishman glories in, and encourages with such enthu

siasm—of the essentiality of liberty to happiness. The

regard they entertained for rulers of the same clime and

faith made them submit to their dictates with a degree

of zeal which they seldom exert in obeying the com

mands of a foreign power ; which, though enforced with

a less heavy hand, are sometimes issued without the pro

per respect for their religious usages and customs. They

have in one respect obtained a great advantage—the se

curity of their houses and effects against the ravages of

the Mahrattas and other plunderers. Upon the whole,

if we should confer happiness upon them, it will be in

spite of themselves.

" Will not these digressions prove tiresome ? or, as I

presume, do you rather feel a curiosity to be acquainted

with anecdotes of the people amongst whom I live ? A

desire of satisfying the questions you have made concern

ing particulars of this nature has often betrayed me into

repetitions which must be disgustful. The immense num

ber of things to be remarked can not be ascertained by
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one view : the first idea I form, appears, on retrospect,

to be always imperfect, and often erroneous. I endeavor

therefore, hy observations founded upon a more intimate

knowledge, to amplify those remarks which are cursory,

and correct those which are false. As to facts, I never

assert the authenticity of them, unless I have previously

received conviction ; but with regard to speculative

points, I must beg your indulgence for representing them

differently, occasioned by the different points of view in

which they are offered to my sight.

"Are you not rather disappointed in receiving no ac

counts of the progress I have made in the acquisition of

a fortune ? I wish, for your sake more than for my own,

I could with truth boast of having done so ; but the road

to opulence grows daily narrower, and is more crowded

with competitors, all eagerly pressing towards the goal,

though few arrive there. I am not at present any ways

avaricious, and should be contented with a moderate

sum: perhaps, when that modicum is acquired, I shall

be thirsting after a little more. The Court of Directors

are actuated with such a spirit of reformation and re

trenchment, and so well seconded by Mr. Hastings, that

it seems the rescission of all our remaining emoluments

will alone suffice it. The Company's service is in fact

rendered an employ not very desirable. Patience, per

severance, and hope, are all I have left. I am now em

barked for life ; and must endeavor to steer my vessel

through all the hardships and perils or the voyage, care

fully catching every favorable gale which will wing me

to the desired port. Rest assured, my dear mother,

nothing shall allure me to part with my honesty, or dis

grace the precepts I have received from you, and which

your own example has so well exemplified. Poor I am,

2
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and may remain so ; but conscious rectitude shall never

suffer me to blush at being so.

" It is inconceivable to what invidiousness an exalted

rank in the Company's employ in Bengal is exposed.

The very best characters do not escape calumny. I men

tion this, to caution you against paying too implicit a

belief of the censures published in England by the inter

ested and disappointed. Many recent instances might

be pointed out, of worthy men having been traduced and

rendered infamous by reports propagated by ill-nature,

or to serve some private ends. Unluckily, these illiberal

accusations gain too much credit in Leadenhall Street,

from the difficulty attending a disproval of them ; and to

this cause may in great measure be assigned the severe

orders issued by the Court of Directors.

''May 28.—Three years, and almost four, have elapsed,

since I had the happiness of seeing you. How many

more must revolve before we meet again, is a reflection

which leaves behind it a melancholy uncertainty. Yet I

do not know how it is that these reflections find room in

my heart, and embitter my transient joys. There are

even hours, in which, thought succeeding to thought, my

despair is so violent, as to be soothed by nothing but the

mildness of the Christian religion. This, my dear mo

ther, is the refuge I apply to in anxieties. When the

world displeases me, I withdraw to converse with my

God. Would to heaven I had resolution enough thus

piously to direct e*very movement of my life ! But temp

tation comes under such pleasing and varied shapes, and

is received by most people so cordially, that, from the

agreeableness of her form, the force of example, and the

weakness of the will, the flesh falls into iniquities, and

leads the spirit to be afterwards mortified into repent

ance.
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" I believe I before mentioned to you the too great

prevalence of immorality in this settlement, and wish I

could now advise you of an amendment. Were these

sentiments divulged, not the uncontroverted truth of

them would be sufficient to guard the singularity of my

censures from the attacks of ridicule. And yet, every

man who will condescend to exercise his reason, unpreju

diced, must be of the same opinion : but uninterrupted

employments or succession of dissipations leave but a

short time for serious consideration. You will perhaps

conclude, from the disregard with which religion is

treated, that the number of free-thinkers must be great ;

they are, in fact, but few. As I am on this topic, I will

relate an accident which has happened since my arrival,

the particulars of which I have heard repeatedly con

firmed by one of the parties concerned.

" Three of this sect had dined together, and had given

free scope to the licentiousness of their favorite principles

in their conversation during dinner-time ; and, for their

afternoon's amusement, went on board a braid, to take

the air on the water. Wine had animated them too

much to leave room for reflection ; and, in the height of

wantonness, they overset the boat. The most abandoned

of the party, exulting in his superior skill in swimming,

leaped from the edge of the sinking vessel into the wa

ter, and, in a strain of bantering blasphemy, said, " The

Lord has smote us now I" and jokingly asked his com

panions if they had any commands to his black friends

below. The close of this scene, how dreadful ! Though

but a small distance from the shore, he sank before he

reached it, never to rise alive again ! What a lesson for

the scoffers at morality! Is not this example enough to

convert the most hardened atheist ? From the circum
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stances attending this horrid adventure, it seems evident

to me that Providence interposed.

" You will, I hope, excuse the freedom I take, in re

questing you not to show my letters to any persons who

have correspondents in this part of the world. Though

I write nothing I should be ashamed to avow and main

tain at all times and places, yet the most innocent senti

ments, when displayed by a satirical pen, become ridicu

lous ; and often the more so, in proportion as they are of

a private nature.

''•July 6.—From the confidence you have so long

reposed in me, I can not but consider you equally in the

light of a friend and a mother ; the regard I feel for the

one is blended inseparably with the respect I owe to the

other ; so that my duty and inclination go hand in hand,

and make but one passion. This naturally leads me to

consider the unhappy situation of those parents and child

ren between whom this desirable union does not subsist

—a reflection which endears you more to me. That you

may long remain exempt from the severer pains incident

to humanity—for some infirmities are the lot of mankind

—blessed in the love and obedience of your children,

and happy in the esteem of your friends, is the wish of

gratitude, reverence, and filial love ; and all the reward

they can at present make.

" I almost envy my brother in the choice he has made ;

and now think I should have been happier had I fixed

upon the same. It is not to be doubted but he will be a

credit to his cloth, and an honor to society. When he

seriously weighs the superior importance of his station

over all other professions, his volatility of spirits and gid

diness of youth, the effects of a good constitution, which

for the present exclude thought, will gradually subside
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into a settled cheerfulness of temper, sq suitable to the

pacific tenets of the Christian doctrine. Endowed with

strong natural sense and goodness of disposition, the force

of example and your advice will mould him into any

thing. The satisfaction you express at his conduct gives

me equal delight with your approbation of mine ; and I

am heartily glad his dutiful and tender deportment to

wards you has rendered so many of your hours happy.

" The death of Doctor Sumner was an event which

both surprised and afflicted me. His behavior to me

whilst under his care—the whole propriety and kindness

of which I did not comprehend at the time, but have since,

upon recollection—had raised in my heart the highest

esteem for him : his memory will still be dear to me, and

all who were acquainted with his several merits of a good

man and accomplished scholar.

" In the advice I gave my brother, I consulted less the

ability I had for doing it properly, than the love I bear

him. As you approved what I wrote, and enjoined me

to continue, I shall endeavor to communicate some senti

ments applicable to his intended mode of life. It is an

office which might be much better exercised by yourself.

" A voyage nearly round the world has lately been

completed by Dr. Banks, Dr. Solander, etc., for making

discoveries for the improvement of Botany and Philoso

phy in general. Should these travels be published, I shall

be much obliged to you to send me the book out ; as the

articles of the undertakers must give room to suppose

that it will be a work of great merit. In the catalogue

of books which you sent me, there is one entitled, Conso

lations of Philosophy',• by Boethius, quotations of which

I have seen prefixed as mottos to some of the papers of
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the Rambler and Adventurer. You will do me a singu

lar favor by sending me the Latin editions of this Work.

I believe it was originally written in Latin ; for I find

there is scarce a language in which it may not be met

with. If I may be allowed to form a judgment of the

whole from the extracts of the performance which I have

seen, it contains .some of the finest moral sentiments I

have ever met with. I will also beg the favor of Scott's

Versification of the Booh of Job, and Glover's Leonidas.

The libraries brought out by the captains and mates of

Indiamen into this country for sale, though very volum

inous, consist mostly of novels, and such books as are

termed, by the London shop-keepers, 'light summer

reading,' and such as are sent at stated seasons in large

cargoes, to Bath, Tunbridge Wells, and such places. I

had the good luck last year to furnish myself, at a very

cheap rate, with some Latin and Greek Classics ; which

one of the captains, ill judging of the mart to which ho

brought them, imagined to have sold at a high premium.

" I am sorry to find, by the accounts received this year

from Europe, that such violent opinions should every

where prevail of the oppression and peculation exercised

by the Company's servants in India, and that the famine

was in great measure owing to monopolies made by

them.* Mr. has in particular been blamed for

* Mr. Shore, many years afterwards, thus explains, in a note to a

poem, the origin of the famine :

" The calamity here described happened in 1TT0, and was solely oc

casioned by the failure of the periodical rains in the autumn of 1769

and the spring of W70. The autumnal harvest of Bengal gives about

three fourths, and the vernal harvest one fourth of the annual produce ;

consequently there was a failure of the harvest of an entire year. The

natives, little apprehending such a calamity, were not provided against
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these practices, both here and at home ; and it was to

him, amongst others, I alluded, in the caution I gave you

in the preceding sheets. Upon my first arrival at Moor-

shedabad, the scarcity was at the greatest height ; and

the reports concerning Mr. 's monopolies were every

where rife. Prompted by my natural curiosity, and

With a view of discovering that gentleman's real charac

ter, I made all the inquiries I could amongst the inhabit

ants of the city and English gentlemen residing there,

but could never discover any foundation for the accusa

tion.

" With hearty wishes for your health and happiness,

" I remain, my dear mother,

" Your truly affectionate and dutiful son."

the consequences of it. The numbers supposed to have perished for

want of food have been vaguely estimated, without sufficient data, at

one fifth or one sixth of the whole population. That whole villages

were depopulated, and the towns thinned, is a fact ; and the circum

stances detailed in the poem were literally true. Ignorance and preju

dice have attributed the famine to the avarice and machinations of the

English ; and Sir Francis Sykes, who left Bengal eighteen months be

fore the famine commenced, has been calumniated as the author pf it.

"Whoever knows the country of Bengal, knows that no art can produce

a famine there." Bishop Barrington had partaken so fully of the pre

vailing belief respecting Sir F. Sykes's guilt, that he had declined visit

ing him ; till hearing Lord Teignmouth accidentally allude to the cir

cumstances which gave rise to it, the liberal-minded prelate expressed

his surprise, and declared his intention of embracing the earliest oppor

tunity of rectifying his error.
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CHAPTER III.

Progressive Rise in the Service—Literary Pursuits—Return to

England.

Sook after Mr. Hastings' arrival in India the Quinquen

nial Settlement, or the five years' lease of the land, was

carried into effect. This involved the taking of the

revenues under their own more immediate control. The

duties which had hitherto devolved on Mr. Shore were

transferred to a Council of Revenue at Calcutta, which

appointed him the First Assistant to the Resident of

the Province of Rnjeshahe. The nature of his new posi

tion, and his views and feelings with regard to it, are

forcibly expressed in the following letter :

To Bury BTutchison, Esq.

"Moidapor, October 20, 1773.

" Dear Bury : Many thanks for your kind inquiries

after my health and situation. I am tolerably well in

both respects ; but should be better contented were the

profit to be equal to the credit of the office I hold. An

explanation of my present employment will, I dare say,

surprise you ; it is, the distribution of justice amongst

the inhabitants of a very large district. Every civil

cause—that is to say, every dispute where the peace is

not broken through—comes under my cognizance ; and

though you will judge this more properly the province
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of an able lawyer, yet a tolerable knowledge of the

language, and the being somewhat conversant with the

religious and judicial customs of the people, (which are

never infringed in our decisions,) are sufficient qualifica

tions for exercising this business.

Notwithstanding I have met with as much success and

countenance as most adventurers who have settled in

this country at the early period of life I did, I can not

but regret that I ever left England ; so true is the old

adage, that

Coelum non animum mutant qui trans mare currunt.

Not that I lament the loss of the diversions in Europe :

it is the frequency of dissipation in this place that I

complain of, and the unsettled mode of life I am in.

The die is, however, now cast ; and I must extend

my views to futurity, banishing all retrospect on the

past. These are sentiments which I wish to be concealed

from my mother, as they will necessarily make her

uneasy.

• •••••

" Believe me, with much regard,

" Your affectionate friend and humble servant."

The spirit of this letter is highly creditable to Mr.

Shore's judgment, piety, and filial tenderness.

From being a Persian translator and Secretary to the

Provincial Board, at Moorshedabad, Mr. Shore was ap

pointed Fifth Member of the Board at Calcutta. The

Governor-General and his colleagues in the Council never

agreed respecting any measure of importance. Mr.

Shore, though he had received his promotion from Mr.

Hastings's opponents at the Board, and in direct opposi

tion to his recommendation, determined to act in as

2*
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independent a manner as he possibly could. From the

arrival of Mr. (afterwards Sir Philip) Francis, General

Clavering, and Col. Monson, to the return of the latter

to England, after his duel with Mr. Hastings, nothing

but discord and confusion prevailed. Mr. Shore, inti

mate as he was with Francis and his polemical writings,

through the whole of this stormy period, declared that

he could never discover any resemblance between his

productions and those of Junius, but malignity. Owing

to his incessant toils he was compelled, in 1775, to repair

to Madras for the benefit of his health. The following

letter to his mother contains a full account of this visit :

" To Mrs. Shore.

"Madras, February 17, 1775.

" My Dear Mother :

" You will be much better pleased on being informed

that my journey has been attended with the benefit to

my health I expected from it ; so that I already began

to think of returning to Bengal, where my presence,

though it may be dispensed with, can not but be wanted,

in a public and private capacity. Were I to consult my

inclination only, I never should desire to see the town of

Calcutta again ; or, at least, till more unanimity prevails

amongst the inhabitants.

" The want of friends, and of a proper introduction to

the gentlemen in this place, I find very disagreeable ; and

the first day of my arrival, which was the fifteenth, I was

absolutely at a loss wherein to put my head. Had Sir

John Clerk proceeded to Madras, his recommendation

would have had a sufficient weight to insure me a polite

reception with the most considerable people ; and depend
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ing on this, I neglected procuring any letters from my

intimates in Bengal. It is, however, a matter of much

indifference to me, as long as I am not obliged to remain

in the street ; and the civilities of one gentleman, whom

I never saw in my life before, has prevented that. There

is no necessity, on my part, for the paying of formal

visits, for giving attendance at great men's levees, or for

flattering false wit—a species of servility I never would

submit to were my fortune at stake, and hardly here

where I expect complaisance alone.

" The confusion and hurry I am in destroys that cool

consideration I would wish to have about me when I

write to you. I do not feel, when I am in this state, that

mild, soothing affection which is eased and relieved by

tears alone, and which seldom fails attending me when I

am thus employed.

" Since my arrival here, I have turned many a longing

look to my native country. Hitheito, my anxiety at

being separated from my friends has been in some mea

sure supportable ; but I feel at times an uneasiness I can

not calm. Fool that I was, to give up so many real

comforts of life, moderate enjoyments actually in my

power, for ideal visionary projects, which are now dark

ened with an impenetrable obscurity ! It is impossible,

I see, to write to you without being attacked by melan

choly. Whatever hurry or confusion I may be in when

I commence my letter, I always feel myself calm before

it draws towards a conclusion. It is unnatural to imagine

mere external objects should destroy those vestiges of

affection which are imprinted in our youngest years, and

gradually and daily become deeper and deeper. As long

as my intellect remains undisturbed, the remembrance of

your kindness, so often and so repeatedly excited in such
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great degrees, must always exist undiminished. Like a

lover ever voluminous in praises of his mistress's beauty,

so could I willingly bestow my time in expatiating on

the topics of maternal fondness, and in enumerating every

trifling instance of it, even from the years of childhood ;

and the more so, as there is so great a doubt whether I

shall ever experience the same again personally. Hope

—which it is said, travels with us ever—has almost

quitted me ; and despair fills up a large space in the vol

ume of futurity, which still remains to be explored by

me. It is always a subject of the most agreeable conso

lation to me, that my dear brother is situated in such a

condition as promises to insure him happiness, both in

this world and in the future. Thrice happy indeed am I,

that I may in justice reflect that my arguments have had

weight with him, in determining him to resign all thoughts

of acquiring opulence in India !

" I am almost ashamed to send you this scrawl ; but

you will, I hope, make allowances for me, just arrived as

I am in a settlement where I am unknown, without' a

room, and not a single convenience. Pray remember

my love to my brother. My respects and compliments to

relations and friends.

" With every wish for your health and prosperity, I

remain, my dear mother,

. " Your truly affectionate,

" Dutiful son and obedient servant."

In 1777 he was again laid under the necessity of re

cruiting his health. His absence on this occasion, saved

him from the imputation of disobedience to orders and

neglect to duty, brought against his colleagues. On his

return his health permitted him to take a more prominent

part in the discussions of the day than he had hitherto
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taken. His views, however, of Indian affairs at this time,

are somewhat melancholy, and the conduct of Mr. Hast

ings by no means meets his approval. Mr. Francis's de

parture from India caused him much uneasiness. He was

evidently the friend to whom he had looked for advance

ment. From Mr. Hastings he could not reasonably ex

pect any thing, having upon the whole been more op

posed to him than otherwise. He openly censured the

Mahratta war, and spoke of Mr. Francis as an able states

man, whose loss would be universally felt, and not easily

supplied. The Provincial Councils being abolished, Mr.

Shore, at the recommendation of Mr. David Anderson,

was nominated by Mr. Hastings to the second place at a

board formed by himself, consisting of only four mem

bers. In this, as well as in many other instances, Mr.

Hastings was falsely accused of forming a board consisting

of his own creatures. In consequence of the frequent ab

sence of Mr. Anderson, who occupied the first seat at the

Board on public business, and the unavoidable absence of

the Governor-General from Calcutta, the labor and respon

sibility devolving on Mr. Shore was immense. But he

was peculiarly qualified for the dispatch of business. In

method, perseverance, quickness, and clearness of percep

tion, soundness ofjudgment, retentive memory, and seren

ity of temper, he has rarely been surpassed. The greatest

hindrance he met with was from the indolence, wayward,

ness, and corruptpractices ofa native, namedGunga-govind

Sing, who had been injudiciously placed as a Duan on the

board. Mr. Shore never had a very high estimate of the

native character. The virtues held in the highest esteem

in England were scarcely known in Bengal. Of the cha

racter of this native officer and the system under his con

trol he thus speaks :

" This man, in fact, in the Duan or Executive offices,
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has all the revenues, paid at the Presidency, at his dis

posal ; and can, if he has any abilities, bring all Renters

under contribution. It is of little advantage to restrain

the Committee themselves from bribery or corruption)

when their executive officer has the power of practising

both, undetected. To display the arts employed by a

native on such occasions would fill a volume. He discov

ers the secret resources of the Zemindars and Renters,

their enemies and competitors, and, by the engines of

hope and fear raised upon these foundations, he can work

them to his purposes. The committee, with the best in

tentions, best abilities, and steadiest application, must,

after all, be a tool in the hands of their Duan."

Mr. Shore enjoyed the utmost confidence of the Gov

ernor-General. When commissioned to settle the reve

nues ofthe provinces of Dacca and Behar, the only instruc

tion he received from Mr. Hastings was : " You know

your business, Shore, and good luck to you !" This sin

gle opportunity might, as he afterwards stated, have added

£100,000 to his fortune. The following touching incident

shows his character in its true light :

"In the end of 1783 and beginning of 1784, I was

charged with a public commission, to regulate the affairs

of Patna Province, a country in extent equal to Scotland.

A severe scarcity prevailed, and demanded all my exer

tions to check its dreadful influence ; and I was happy to

succeed in some degree. One day, when I was walking

in the fields, weak in body and uneasy in mind, a poor

native, whose sufferings I had relieved, was proceeding

in the same path, and I heard him exclaim : ' May God

prolong thy life, and restore thy health, for thou hast

saved the lives of the poor !' This indeed was a reward

for all my exertions ; and I felt the force of it with a

satisfaction I would not have bartered for thousands.
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Often, in the hours of sickness and uneasiness, have I re

collected this exclamation of gratitude."

The emoluments of his present office gave him an op

portunity to show in a substantial manner, his sense of

gratitude to his beloved mother. Nor was he slow to

avail himself of it, as the following correspondence will

show:

To Mrs. Shore.

"Bengal, Nov. 14, 1781.

" My Dear Mother : It is a pleasure to you to hear

from me : it is no less a pleasure to me to write to you,

as I always think upon the satisfaction you will have when

you receive my letter. The thirteenth year is now nearly

concluded since we parted—a period I can never forget.

The scene at Gravesend is still as fresh in my memory as

if it had happened but yesterday only. I hear the heart

felt sighs of affection ; and hasten, with reluctance, to

embark on board the vessel, which perhaps is to separate

us forever. My imagination represents you, at the same

time, returning to town, with eyes reverted, and wishing

to detain me with" you. The recollection of these circum

stances is not unattended with pain : but when I think

that the same affection still subsists between us—that no

thing has intervened to dissolve the parental or filial re

gard we owe to each other—that the same Providence,

which has so long protected us, may again bring us to

gether—a dawn of hope and comfort springs up, and dis

sipates the melancholy occasioned by the former ideas.

You are, in fact, the cause of my long absence ; for if you

had not tutored me to honesty—if you had paid less at

tention to my principles—I might before this have laid

a fortune at your feet, and you might have partaken the

acquisitions of dishonesty. To sec me return with a for
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tune gained by such methods would, I know, give you

more concern than pleasure ; and I am confident you

would rather receive me poor, than have reason to blush

at my being rich.

" I am now in a fair way to gain a competency at least,

by honest avowed means. Whatever I earn, is by labor,

and by doing my duty ; and is publicly recorded. I only

regret that the opportunity did not offer sooner ; and

that, now it is come, I have so few opportunities of re

mitting my gainings to you I wish you would

draw upon me annually for a thousand pounds sterling.

" My labors daily increase ; but as they are honest and

as they are rewarded, I do not grudge them. I consider

them as the means of once more bringing us together.

Whenever that happens, I shall think myself amply repaid

for all I undergo.

" I beg my love to Tom ; and am with the truest affec

tion,

" Your ever dutiful and obedient son."

To tlie same.

''Calcutta, June 8, 1782.

" My Dear Mother : I can not write you a long letter

by this dispatch, which I am the more sorry for, as I have

so many letters unanswered. I can not express the pleas

ure those letters have given me : the warmth of your af

fection for me breaks out in every line, and has not been

diminished or weakened by absence. If ever son ought

to entertain respect and affection for a parent, the obli

gation is infinitely binding upon me : and if it were pos

sible for me to be deficient in this respect, I should have
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no excuse, after the innumerable instances I have experi

enced of your affection. It is highly satisfactory and

pleasing to me to find that you have so good an opinion

of me, and that you entertain so strong an idea of my re

gard for you. Whatever follies or negligence I may

have committed, disregard for you can not be included in

the number, as I am not sensible of any deviation in the

uniformity of my attachment to you. I only regret that

fortune has not yet enabled me to give you more convinc

ing proofs of this attachment than any I have been able

to offer yet, and that my absence from my native country

deprives me of the happiness of assisting in all those little

offices of personal affection which now devolve upon my

brother.

" I consider myself and property as belonging to you,

and should be ashamed to say I had any property which

you were not at liberty to make use of. Take the whole,

or part, in welcome ; and believe me, my dear mother,

I should feel more real happiness in the conviction that I

had contributed to your ease or convenience, than by

having thousands laid up for my own use. You have a

natural right to all I have ; and if this natural right did

not subsist, you have acquired it by repeated acts of gene

rosity and affection to me.

" Your truly dutiful and affectionate son."

To the same.

"Bengal, November 15, 1782.

" My Dear Mother :

" I have just received a letter from you, mentioning

the death of Mrs. Edgell, the last of all my Milton-place
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friends. If ever I return to that spot, the memory of

the kindness which I experienced from the individuals of

that family 'will cost me tears. Many circumstances now

occur which render the remembrance dear to me. The

gradual loss of my old friends renews my anxiety for re

visiting my native soil. I begin to be apprehensive none

will be left to me when I return ; and that I shall be a

solitary being, without connections. Yet I do not wish

to enter into an extensive circle of acquaintance ; but

could be content with a few friends only; and prefer the

calm walk of life, where I may follow my own amuse

ments and inclinations, without the noise and fatigue

which is unavoidable in the busy world. If you were to

see me here, you would witness what you never could

imagine. At this instant I have a levee greater than

that of any Prime Minister in Europe, and all the attend

ants are ready to flatter and deceive me. These are,

natives—two thirds of the proprietors of the land in

Bengal : and as the renters of it form the crowd, and

attend my nod, I can not stir, but twenty, and sometimes

five times that number of petitioners, are presented to

me. Do not suppose I mention this from vanity. All

who know me will allow that this is a scene of life in

which I have no pleasure—that I am happy only in the

hours of retirement, or in the society of my friends—that

I despise the pomp of state, and avoid it. Of the hun

dreds that now court me, not one would approach my

doors if I were to lose my place. Happy should I be to

retire on the income of £10,000; and leave the idle and

vain to enjoy the situation I hold—so agreeable to them,

so tiresome to myself. Provinces are now at my com

mand ; yet I want but a few acres to give me the com

forts of life, until a few feet become my estate.

" Such are my sentiments and my hopes. Whether I
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should be contented to stay here till the latter are real

ized, I know not. I have learnt, however, not to em

barrass myself with fears for the future ; as I am but too

sensible of the maxim, that 'sufficient for the day is the

evil thereof.'

"That you may enjoy all the happiness this life is

capable of, is the sincere wish of

" Your truly dutiful and affectionate son.

" My love to Tom."

Mrs. Shore to J. Shore, Esq.

" No. 2, Golden Square, St. James's, Westminster,

June 11, 1783.

" My Dear Son :

" I am sorry you should have been under any appre

hensions of my being put to inconvenience for want of

the money. I do assure you, that has not happened ; but

the great distance between us must keep us long in sus

pense before we learn any account of each other ; and

doubtless, during the war, we have missed receiving some

of each other's letters ; and this supposition is one reason

of the many repetitions in mine. . . . How earnestly

do I wish I could exchange the pleasure of writing to

that of conversing with you I When, or if ever I shall

enjoy that happiness, is unknown to me : but I still live

in hopes ; though, at the same time, with resignation to

the divine will of my Creator.

" I have in more than one letter acknowledged your

kind offer to me of the money you have remitted. Your

repeated offers in your letters by the ' Lively ' again fill

my heart with tenderness, that constantly overflows with

affection towards my dear son. But I do assure you I



44 ME1I0IES OF LOED TEIG2TMOUTH.

do not want any thing at present, but your society, and,

could it be purchased— to which I am convinced you

would gladly contribute—rather better health ; but thai

I have little reason to expect at my time of life, as I have

been so many years a valetudinarian ; yet hope to hold

out until you come home.

" To make you easy, I promise, that if any thing un

foreseen should occasion my want of a little money, I will

accept of your kind offer : though it would be with reluc

tance, but with the hopes of paying it again. . . .

" In February last, I had the joy of receiving yours of

April, 1782, Which I think I have acknowledged. In

that letter, you give me greater hopes of my seeing you

sooner than in that of last November ; for I find you are

not so rich as I imagined. You make no mention of

your health ; and by the style of your letters, I appre

hend your spirits were low when you wrote them.

" As your brother has not a living yet, and it may be

years before he is lucky enough to get one, it would give

me pleasure to add to the income of his fellowship. But,

to convince you of his filial affection, though the presents

I hope to make him will be very acceptable, yet I have

reason to believe he would rather go without them than

that I should not be agreeably situated.

" How thankful I am to Providence, in being blessed

as I am ! Some parents there are, that, of many children,

not one is dutiful. I have but two ; and they are my

greatest comfort : and I constantly pray to God to con

tinue His blessing and grace to you both,

" God bless you, my dear son I That health and hap

piness may attend you, wherever you are, is the wish of

your affectionate mother."
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To Mrs. Shore.

" Calcutta, March 26, 1783.

" My Deae Mother :

" Every hour I stay in this country, my situation be

comes more irksome : and so far from contracting a fond

ness for a country where I have spent so many years of

my life, my wishes for leaving it become more sanguine.

The knowledge, such as it is, which I have acquired of

the people, their customs, and manners, does not make

me like them the better. The disgust may possibly exist

without reason, and may arise from the languor of my

constitution.

" Mr. Francis has, I find, retired from all concern in

the politics of India. I should not suppose that his

principles would be supple enough for the system in

England. As far as I can judge of his conduct in Bengal,

he conducted himself in all public business with honor

and integrity ; nor has calumny been able to fix an impu

tation of dishonesty on his name. To me, personally, it

is of little concern whether he continue to concern him

self with Indian affairs or not ; for no change of adminis

tration here could better my situation. My emoluments

are avowed, authorized, and liberal, and such as might,

in time, make my fortune ; and I wait with as much

patience as I can, till that time arrives. I find he has

been both an author in, and subject of, a literary war.

Since the papers you sent me, published by Captain Jo-

seph Price — who, by the way, I was on very friendly

terms with—I have seen an extract of a pamphlet written

by Mr. Mackintosh, and of a reply by Mr. Price ; in both

which my name is mentioned. The former does me the

honor to affirm that I have acquired considerable know
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ledge in matters relating to revenue. The latter, who

detests Mr. Mackintosh, seems half-disposed to be angry

with me, for being the unmerited subject of Mr. Mackin

tosh's commendation ; and gives me credit for compiling

the Minutes of Council, written by Mr. Francis. There

is nothing to my discredit said by either of them ; but if

any of these violent gentlemen, who amuse themselves

with the name of friends and foes, and often with equal

truth and reason, should chance to throw out a reflection

not very honorable to my character, I hope you will not

suffer it to give you a moment's uneasiness ; as I do not

doubt but you will find as little can be said with truth

against me, as against most who have resided so long in

Bengal—and that my name shall never be a reproach to

you.

" I am, my dear mother,

" Your very affectionate and dutiful son."

To David Anderson, Esq.

"Fatna, October 22, 1783.

" Deae Anderson :

" As to myself, the prospect of succeeding you gives

me no pleasure ; for the office to me has no agreements at

all : and though I can not, upon the whole, complain of

my health, which is now perfectly good, I have lost all

spirits, and half my understanding at least; and would

be happy to relinquish a post which is too much for my

abilities and health. But I shall keep it as long as the

Governor pleases : indeed, he has the fullest right to

command my services, both from his original nomination

of me, and from the personal confidence with which he

has treated me on all occasions. His own situation is
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still precarious ; nor do I believe he or any man can

guess at the event. Every idea of removing him in a

disgraceful manner seems lost ; and, from what I can

learn, he will, if recalled, return in a manner agreeable

to himself. He appears perfectly indifferent about it. I

think his stay will not be very long.

" We have the prospect of famine here ; but my opin

ion is, that the scarcity is more artificial than real. It is

an unfavorable time for settlements. I do not, however,

despair of getting through my business decently.

" Yours affectionately."

The year 1784 was a time of great mental distress to

Mr. Shore. He lost the best friend he had in India—the

friend of his youth, his cousin, Augustus Cleveland. Ho

died at the early age of4wenty-nine, but not too early to

have secured the highest reputation for extraordinary

talents and philanthropic actions. When bowed down

with this sudden bereavement, he had to meet the more

terrible intelligence of his mother's death. But he knew

where to go for consolation. He knew Him who says :

" As one whom his mother comforteth, so will I comfort

you." Though in himself but a bruised reed, in his hea

venly Father's hand he felt the strength of the cedar in

Lebanon.

From the Rev. Thomas Shore to J. Shore, Esq.

"December 23, 1783.

" My Dear Brother : The unwelcome news I sent

you in my last could not fail of filling you with grief.

The loss of a parent whom you always tenderly loved—

whose declining age you had cherished the pleasing idea

of supporting—must afflict you, I doubt not, inexpress
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ibly. I hope the shock has not affected your health, and

that you are now reconciled to the will of the Almighty.

For my own part, I must confess I feel almost in a new

world. My views and prospects are all changed. Before,

I entered on no plan but I first considered how it would

affect my mother, when I could see her—how assist her.

Now, I may range all the world over, and do whatever I

please, without a tender mother to advise—without a

kind mother to smile upon my actions. Independence is

a general wish ; but independence of this kind is by no

means the most agreeable possession. But we are not

the only sufferers by her death. She was not only a kind

parent, but a kind friend.

" Whether this melancholy event will prolong or short

en your stay in India, I know not ; but suppose, as you

have constantly and uniformly detested that country,

this small acquisition of fortune may determine you to

come home. This, with what you have acquired in India,

may probably enable you to live in England according to

your moderate wishes, though not in proportion to the

trouble and difficulty you had in acquiring it. I have

only to add, that your return would give me the most

heartfelt pleasure ; but whether you come sooner or later,

I shall always remain

" Your sincere friend and affectionate brother."

To the Rev. T. W. Shore.

"Bengal, Nov. 28, 1784.

" My Dear Brother : Time has now moderated the

edge of affliction for the loss of the best of parents,

though years must elapse before regret will be worn

away. As long as memory continues, sorrow will be
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felt ; and how is it possible to erase from the mind the

recollection of a parent whose tenderness and affections

had no bounds, and whose indulgence was hardly re

strained by her good sense and prudence ! I went, in

March last, to Chittagong ; and upon my return, in July,

I was preparing a letter for her, whom I shall never see

more. What was it that suggested to my mind that my

employment was useless, and made me lay down my pen

in the midst of an unfinished sheet ? What was it that

made me forebode I was writing to one who was gone

forever from me ? Yet such was the case ; and the

gloomy wax confirmed what my mind too anxiously pre

saged. I opened your letters with an agitation never felt

before ; and the perusal of them told me no more than

what I had foreboded.

" The situation of my health, from January to June,

was such as made me anxious to return to England ; and

I too fondly pleased myself with the hopes of comforting

a mother whose affection to me had ever been invariable.

I had figured to myself ten thousand little occurrences,

where delight was to predominate over past anxiety, and

which would excite the smile of joy in the face of a be

loved parent. How are all these ideas vanished, and no

traces of them left ! My illness before was more owing

to the loss of my friend Cleveland than to any other

cause. I had scarce recovered from that shock, when a

severer came upon me. Human happiness depends upon

too many contingencies, and time in a moment saps the

weak foundation on which delight is built.*

"All the sorrow I felt for Cleveland, who was the

* Quotation from the Jog Bashust. (See sequel.)

3
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friend of my heart, was revived with double violence ;

and this misfortune has now left me without hope or

expectation. But who is it I weep for ? Not for my

mother ; for she is blest ; her pure spirit, borne beyond

the wants and cares of humanity, looks down, I trust,

from the midst of bliss, upon her son, struggling with

toils that she is released from. It is for myself that my

tears stream. I lament a friend, an adviser, a parent. I

lament the loss of those joys I shall never have more : I

weep over my own misfortunes. Alas ! my dear Tom !

we have lost what we shall never more recover ; and I

shall be unhappy until I can pour forth, at the tomb of

the best of parents, the tears of sorrow and affection—

the tribute of filial gratitude and love.

"But let us ever suppose she is still living: let our

conduct be regulated by that idea ; and let the mutual

affection subsisting between us, which would have re

joiced her heart when living, still subsist, as if she could

now participate the joys of it. If I had been in England

when this event happened, I should have sunk under it ;

nor would the mournful pleasure of soothing the last

hours of a beloved parent have alleviated the severity of

the shock. But I have done ; and when I again take up

my pen, I shall, if possible, avoid what is too powerful

for my feelings.

" I thank you for the melancholy but dear pledge of

affection you sent me—I mean the ring. I have con

stantly worn it, and- ever shall. The hair was a little

soiled, and the ring too large; but I have had both

altered. A tear forces its way, whilst I look upon the

characters. Memory retraces the path of anguish.

" May God protect and preserve you ! and may the
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affection between us long prove the source of mutual

" I am, my dear brother, your sincere friend and

affectionate brother."

Mr. Shore was probably the sincerest friend Mr. Hast

ings ever had. Fully appreciating his great services and

eminent talents, he was, nevertheless, fully alive to the

great and numerous errors pertaining to his administra

tion. More cautious than the Governor-General, he

became anxious to suggest to him the means of reform,

which, if fully carried out, would shield him from the

shafts of calumny which would be sure to be directed

against him when his term of office would expire. Hav

ing committed to writing his plan of reform, he intrusted

it to Mr. Macpherson, who solemnly promised to make

known the contents to Mr. Hastings, in such a delicate

manner as would not fail to secure his attention. In

stead, however, of fulfilling his promise, he inserted the

paper as a Minute on the Records of the Supreme

Council. This breach of faith left Mr. Shore, in his own

view of the matter, no alternative but to resign his

office. Amid the great cares and fatigues attending the

discharge of his public duties, he found time to make

considerable progress in his literary pursuits. He en

tered into correspondence with the Rev. Dr. Ford, Pro

fessor of Arabic in the University of Oxford ; at whoso

particular request, he drew up an account of the progress

of Oriental learning, preceding the advent of Sir William

Jones.

Mr. Shore's religious reputation led to an acquaintance

with his most valued friend Mr. Charles Grant, father of

the present Lord Glenelg. Mr. Grant, weighed down

under domestic afflictions, applied to him for books likely
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to impart religious comfort. His reputation was, per

haps, without exception, the most unsullied of any of the

Company's servants. And his services in the revenue

department were publicly acknowledged. His feelings

are thus expressed on the eve of his departure for Eng

land:

"Dear Sir:

"I begin to look toward England. You know how

moderate my fortune is ; but I have neither avarice nor

ambition. I have long held a situation where, if I had

been half the knave every one is supposed by the patriots

of England to be, I might have secured £40,000 or

£50,000 per annum, for the last four years. Believe me,

I have never repented I have not done it; and more

happy in the savings of my salary, which is avowed, than

I should be in ten times the amount acquired by means I

dare not avow. And unless I am compelled by ill-health

to return home sooner than I propose, the modicum I

possess, with the small addition I may acquire in the

interval, will be sufficient for my happiness. If I had

more, I should then have a satisfaction I may want—that

of assisting others more liberally than I shall now be

able to do.

Mr. Hastings and Mr. Anderson sailed in the same

vessel with him : the former he describes as " a delight

ful companion, pouring forth the stores of his cultivated

mind."

To Bury Hutchinson, Esq.

"December 28, 1"784.

" Your affectionate friend,

" and obedient humble servant."
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CHAPTER IV.

Arrival in England—Marriage—Accompanies Lord Cornwallis to

India—Correspondence.

In June, 1785, Mr. Shore arrived in England. He had

left for India with the extravagant notions of a boy, but

returned with the chastened and sober judgment of a

man. Most of his early friends had died during his

absence ; and she who would have welcomed him with

transports was not. Nothing is, perhaps, more distressing

than a return to one's native land with the feelings of a

stranger. His were not, however, entirely so. Hia old

friend, Mr. Stanley, the blind musician of celebrated

memory, and his sister, Mrs. Arland, gave him a hearty

welcome, and treated him with the utmost kind/iess.

Most tender was the bond that united them. They had

been his mother's friends, and had ministered to her com

fort in her last moments.

His prospects at this time were by no means brilliant.

The sense of loneliness chilled the warmth of his ardent

temperament. The anticipation of a return had hitherto

far exceeded in enjoyment the reality. But a visit to

his brother, who had lately married the daughter of W.

Mackworth Praed, Esq., of Bitton, Teignmouth, Devon

shire, suddenly changed the whole current of his thoughts

and feelings. A young lady of the name of Cornish,

who, in addition to her unusual personal attractions, was

endowed with a strong intellect, united with an extraor



54 MEMOIES OF LOED TEIGNMOUTII.

dinary share of common-sense, had been detained at the

house by a snow-storm. In the absence of his brother

and sister-in-law, she had to act the hostess towards the

new guest. This first interview was in November, and

in the following February Miss Cornish had become Mrs.

Shore. On the maternal side Mrs. Shore was a descend

ant of the old and respectable Devonshire family of

Floyer *

While in London, Mr. Shore had carefully avoided all

intercourse with his Indian friends, lest he should be

induced to reenter the service. But in less than a fort

night after his marriage he was solicited to accept office.

Earl Cornwallis, who had been recently appointed Gover

nor-General of India and Commander-in-Chief, was about

to embark for the East. The Company had decided to

carry into effect the reform already suggested by Mr.

Shore. To obviate Lord Cornwallis's want of experience

in Indian affairs, Mr. Shore's intimate knowledge of such

matters induced the Company to offer him a seat in the

Supreme Council. Before he had made up his mind to

revisit the scenes of his former toil, the struggle between

duty and inclination was the most severe he ever had to

encounter. Such opportunity of improving his worldly

circumstances might never occur again ; and yet, to leave

his young wife, perhaps never to meet again on earth,

was peculiarly trying to the lonely one who had but just

been set in a family. Mrs. Shore was anxious to accom-

* The Floyers are the representatives, by the female line, of John,

father of Nicholas Wadham, founder of Wadham College, the latter

leaving no children ; and, through John "Wadham, are sprung, by regu

lar or irregular descent, from several kings of England and France,

and the last British Earl of Cornwall. The pedigree has been repeat

edly published.
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pany him, but it was ultimately decided that he should

go out alone and leave her with her mother.

With gloomy forebodings of the mournful possibility

of his never seeing his native land again, he sailed from

Portsmouth on the twelfth of April, in company with

Lord Cornwallis, in the " Swallow " packet, commanded

by Captain Anderson. He wrote a long and affectionate

letter to Mrs. Shore, suggesting consolations his own

mind failed to realize. Of Lord Cornwallis he speaks in

the highest terms. " Lord Cornwallis," he observes, " is

a most amiable man, and fully deserves the character he

holds with the world. I am proud to say, that my senti

ments in political business and public principles corre

spond with his. He treats me with all possible regard

and confidence, and I could not live on happier terms

with him. He was also pressed into the service contrary

to his inclinations. Colonel Ross, Captain Haldane, and

Lieut. Maddan, are all respectable friends and agreeable

companions."

In the recollection of this voyage originated the fol

lowing stanzas :

ELEGY.

" On sapphire throne, o'er heaven's unnumbered fires,

The Moon in full-orbed majesty presides ;

Calm o'er the seas a favoring breeze transpires,

And through the waves the vessel smoothly glides.

" Beyond tho horizon's bound, the mind extends

To the sought shores where hope delusive loads ;

Soothed by the scene, her tortuous grief suspends,

For absent kindred, friends, and native meads ;

" Till sympathy from brooding memory's stores

Culls thorns, and plants them in the bleeding breast:

Sunk into gloom, the mind no more explores

Hope's futuro dawn, and pants in vain for rest.



56 MEMOIES OF LOED TEIGJTMOUTII.

" What, though the'soas are calm, the skies serene,

Thus anguish dictates the desponding strain :

T" friendship, fear presents a gloomier scene,

The whirlwind's fury, and tempestuous main.

" Even now, perhaps, from many a kindred oye

My dubious fate compels a trickling tear,

And every passing cloud that veils the sky

Chills some fond anxious breast with boding fear.

"In my love's bosom deeper sorrows roll ;

Frantic with dread, she sighs, implores, she raves ;

Whilst horror paints me, to her sick'ning soul,

Dashed on a rock, o'erwhelmed beneath the waves.

" Father of Heaven ! whose power controls the storms,

Oh ! let Thy mercy hear a wanderer's prayer I

Check the wild fears connubial fondness forms,

And save the tender mourner from despair I

" For me, whate'er Thy sovereign will shall doom,

Still give me faith to bear that lot resigned ;

That faith, which, smiling, courts the dreary tomb,

And, Heaven-aspiring, soothes the afflicted mind !"

Mr. Shore's arrival in India was regarded with great

satisfaction, both by the Europeans and the natives. His

old domestics were delighted, and soon occupied their

old stations, as if no interval of separation had occurred.

He was soon engaged in the important service of arrang

ing the affairs of the Nabob of Bengal.

Calcutta he describes as by no means exhibiting the

boundless licentiousness with which Europeans had stig

matized it. At the same time he greatly regrets the

manifest neglect of the external forms of religion. The

church which had been commenced before he left for

England had not been completed. In reference to his

own religious feelings at this period, he writes in his jour

nal :
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" I do not recollect any period in which I have been

so regular in my devotions. Nothing else could have

afforded me the least consolation : all human considera

tions were useless. The advice and encouragement of

my friends, the powerful arguments derived from the

smallness of my income, and the prospect of increasing

it, all appeared weak and futile, and retained no portion

of the influence they had over me in England."

Lord Cornwallis is evidently a man after Mr. Shore's

own heart. The feebleness of the preceding administra

tion rendered his just and decisive measures peculiarly

necessary. The Company could not have selected better

men than those in whose hands their affairs were now

intrusted. The impeachment of Mr. Hastings, their late

Governor-General, made England scan their proceedings

with a jealousy bordering on malevolence. Nor was his

lordship less gratified by Mr. Shore's stern integrity and

courteous behavior. In compliance with his request, the

Company voted to Mr. Shore, in payment of his passage

to India, £1000. This considerate token of respect is

highly creditable to both parties, and must have been

truly gratifying to the recipient. While engaged at

Moorshedabad, he writes to Mrs. Shore :

To Mrs. Shore.

"Moorshedabad, Jan. 2, 1787.

" My Dear Charlotte : When I returned to England, -

after an absence of above sixteen years, all the places

which I visited renewed the ideas of the transactions of

my earliest youth : some were accompanied with anxiety

and regret, others were attended with pleasure. But I

know not how it is at present—though I have been for-

3*
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merly happy in this country, and particularly so at the

place where I now reside, I can derive but few ideas from

recollections that afford any gratification. Melancholy

too generally prevails, and stamps all the objects of

former delight with gloom. Have you not, or rather, do

you not often experience the same sensation ? Much too

often, I fear, for your happiness !

" The following little sonnet I once repeated to you in

prose. I have versified it from the Arabic :

" The Dove, whose notes disturb my rest,

Feels pangs like mine corrode her breast:

Her midnight warblings fill the grove,

Whilst I conceal my secret love :

Yet hidden passion fiercer glows,

And bursting sighs my griefs disclose.

All pangs that Love inspires, we own ;

Her lot is, to lament and moan ;

"Whilst I with deeper anguish sigh,

In silence weep, and weeping die."

In acknowledging the receipt of a letter from his old

friend, Mrs. Arlond, containing the gratifying intelligence

of the birth of a daughter, he makes the following touch

ing allusion to her brother :

" I can not but feel a regret that I shall no more have

the society of the best of men, your brother, from whom

I had received so many acts of regard and friendship.

His release from the miseries which embittered his latter

hours is happy for him ; and I never knew any one who

had a better expectation for what he now enjoys—eternal

happiness. A tear is a tribute which I owe to his mem

ory ; and that has more than once been paid."
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The frequent absence of the Governor-General from

Calcutta, rendered Mr. Shore's duties exceedingly ardu

ous. The plan of reform, however, was carried on with

great zeal and success, as may be inferred from his com

munication on that subject with Mrs. Shore :

To Mrs. Shore.

"Jan. 9, 1789.

" The task upon which Lord Cornwallis and myself

embarked for India was reformation and improvement.

We had inveterate prejudices and long-confirmed habits

to encounter. To serve our constituents, it was necessary

to retrench the emoluments of individuals, and to intro

duce system and regularity where all before was disorder .

and misrule. People in England condemn the favor

shown to individuals in Bengal, at the Company's ex

pense ; whilst they are daily recommending them to

patronage, although they disclaim the idea. This princi

ple we have had to oppose and discourage. Under such

circumstances, it can not be expected that a man acting

up to the object of his appointment can conduct himself

agreeably to all; for though there is, I believe, more

honesty, principle, and humanity in India, comparatively

speaking, than in England, our experience of mankind

proves that, with the majority, these qualities are not to

be found. Exclusive of these difficulties, which the situ

ation of affairs superadded, the common business of this

government is by no means easy or small. Our politics

extend to nations all over the Peninsula of India—to the

Mahrattas and other States on the Malabar coast, as well

as to Delhi on this side. We control the revenues and

collections of the country, exceeding altogether four mil

lions. We distribute justice among a people more pop-
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ulous than those of Great Britain. We have an army of

forty thousand men, and send home annually an invest

ment of goods nearly equal to a million sterling. That

all this various business be well done, we must enter into

the detail of it ; and he that wishes to do his duty will

have little time for amusement, or even for sleep. This

abridged account of our government in Bengal will

show you the importance of my situation. Do not sup

pose I mention this out of vanity ; but it will convince

you, that to leave it without due consideration would, in

my predicament, be inexcusable. Neither will you won

der, after the perusal, that I should complain of fatigue

or disquiet. Often does it happen, in the course of the

year, that I am obliged to work when I am only fit to

lounge upon the couch ; and, what is still harder, to resist

the applications made by distress and want, when a com

pliance with them is contrary to my sense of duty. This

is indeed a severe trial of the feelings ; to which, from

my station, I am but too often exposed, and what I con

sider the lightest part of my duty.

A request made to him by Mr. Hastings to collect tes

timonials from the natives of India to his public conduct,

while Governor-General, placed him in a very delicate

situation. His desire to assist Mr. Hastings was un

doubtedly great, but his integrity and self-respect were

even greater. His letter on the subject is very charac

teristic.

To Warren Hastings, Esq.

"Bengal, March 1, 1788.

"My Dear Sie:

" My reflections on the whole of this business have not

been unattended with much concern ; as I see your hap
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piness is so much interested in receiving the testimonies

of those whom you governed so long. The natives of

India, some few excepted, are seldom influenced by any

other motives than those of hope and fear ; though, if it

were possible to convene them on one spot, and to ask

them for their free and unbiased sentiments on your ad

ministration in India, I have no doubt that their voices

would be declaratory in your favor. To say that the

whole would be so, is more than any one could expect ;

since it is not possible that some would not be discontent

ed. With this conviction, I feel the more sensibly a

regret that my public station precludes me adopting

those measures that might induce the natives to declare

their free sentiments. Mr. Thompson has, however, sug

gested a proposition, that will, if Lord Cornwallis approve

it, allow him an opportunity to accomplish this point ;

which I do not despair of seeing done, by unexception

able means.

" My health is the same as formerly, with little amend

ment ; and I have but one wish—that of settling what

depends upon myself, and returning to England ; where

it would give me the sincerest pleasure to see you re

lieved from the scene of trouble and vexation in which

you have been so long involved.

" I beg my respects to Mrs. Hastings ; and am,

" My dear sir, your obliged

and very sincere humble servant."

The plan alluded to in the above letter, was, that Lord

Cornwallis should, while in the Upper Provinces, ascer

tain the opinion of the natives—among whom the atro

cities, attributed to Mr. Hastings were perpetrated—of
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his general conduct. His Lordship's assertion was,

from all he could gather, " Mr. Hastings was positively

beloved by the people."

To Mrs. Shore.

"Sunday, April 6.—Retirement from the world, ab

straction from business, and thinking upon you, all dis

pose me to seriousness and melancholy. Happy is it,

indeed, for my bodily as well as intellectual health that

one day in seven intervenes for rest and reflection ; with

out it, the occupations and follies of life would destroy

both The conviction that I entertain of the

existence of the Deity, of His Providence, and of a

future state, was never stronger upon my mind than at

present. I cherish and fortify this conviction by reason,

reflection, and practice, as the only basis of hope—as

the sole preservation against misfortune.

"We are separated; and, if we should meet, must

once again be disunited forever in this world. Our lives

are at the disposal of the Author of our being ; and if He

should please to recall what He gave, what hope, what

comfort can be left to the survivor, but resignation to

His will, and trust on His Providence ? ' Father Al

mighty ! Thy will be done !' is all that we can say.

But if what we utter from the lips proceeds from the

heart, He will not neglect us. We are here in a state of

trial and probation ; and wisely has His providence de

creed to us evil. Without sickness, misfortune, or cares,

we should swell into insolence, or relapse into insensi

bility ; but He checks ebullitions of pride and prosperity ;

and interposes, to mollify the obduracy of our hearts.

Upon this system, all is consistent and reconcilable,

even to our imperfect understandings. When philoso
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phy, in its arrogance, attempts to depart from this line,

it wanders in mazes of error, doubt, and misery. Let us

thank Him for supplying us with understanding to com

prehend this. Let us rest satisfied, that all that we see,

enjoy, or suffer, proceeds from a source of Infinite Wis

dom, Power, and Benevolence ; nor attempt to explore

what He has concealed, or censure impiously what He

has dispensed. ' Father .Almighty ! Thy will be done !'

is the creed we ought to engrave on our hearts. ' Fa

ther Almighty ! Thy will be done !' should be our morn

ing call and nightly cry. To Him we ought to pray for

understanding to believe and feel this truth ; and in the

belief of it, we may suffer, but ought not to be miserable.

Such is my firm creed ; and may He, that impressed it

on my heart, daily and hourly fortify the belief!

"April 13.—My mind is daily more impressed with a

sense of my dependence on the Deity—of His provi

dence, mercies, and benevolence ; and I think it is cheer

ful in proportion as this conviction gains strength. If

this is the effect of sickness and weakness of constitution,

I ought to rejoice at a cause which has restored me to

my senses ; and if the effect continues—hard as the task

may prove, severe though the trial may be—you ought

to console yourself, if it should please Providence to

deprive you of me. Such are my reflections at this

moment ; yet I will not say that they will always have

the same force. My past life has been such as to deprive

me of this confidence ; and involved as I am in worldly

business, in which my passions, feelings, and principles

are interested, they may again be dissipated or weak

ened. My present occupation has a tendency to weaken

them.

" Sunday is with me a day of retirement. I seclude

myself from all visitors, and for this day renounce busi
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ness. I begin it with thanksgivings, and adorations of

Him to whom I owe my being. Part of the day is em

ployed in repeating this duty, in reading proper books,

in writing to you, and in study or rest. Such is my

general, but not invariable practice ; for the day some

times passes in idle dissipation, or even business."

To Mrs. Shore.

"April 22, 1788.—This year we have been afflicted

with a great scarcity ; so much so, that many mothers

have been compelled to sell their children. Knowing

this, I ordered my servants to buy all that were brought ;

and promised the parents, that if they would take back

their children after the removal of the scarcity, they

should all have them again. Without this, many must

have died, or have been disposed of to persons who would

not have taken as much care of them as I have done. I

have great doubts myself if many of the parents—

strange as it may appear to you, who are a mother—

will not leave them upon my hands ; for maternal aifec-

tion here is very different from what it is in England.

" Two or three months will determine this ; and you

shall know the event. I hope they will all be reclaimed ;

as otherwise I must be at the expense of maintaining

them; which, however, will not be burdensome. Let

that be as it may, I shall always find a satisfaction in

what I have done, and never feel a pang at appropriat

ing a part of my income to this purpose. What do you

think was the price given for each ?—from ten shillings

to twenty. Now tell me, Charlotte, if you are displeased

at my increase of family ? The brats have clothing as

well as food. The whole expense of maintaining them

does not exceed £6 a month ; and that will be less. I
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thank God that the apprehension of a scarcity daily de

creases, and is now, in fact, removed. Many thousands

are daily maintained hy public contributions ; of which I

have given a share, although my name is not in the pub

lic list of benefactors."

Of all the parents only one mother claimed her child ;

and it was both deaf and dumb.

To the Rev. T. W. Shore.

"Bengal, Feb. 22, 1789.

"My Dear Brother: Having finished a letter to

Charlotte, I now begin one to you. How many more I

may write to you from Bengal, I know not. If I were

to follow my own inclination, I should, by my presence,

render future correspondence unnecessary. Sunday is

the day I usually dedicate to this employment. This

may not be strictly right ; but it is the only business

which occupies me—if business it may be called. I can

however tell you—what the world will not perhaps give

me credit for, and what the detestation of every thing

like hypocrisy would prevent me declaring to them—

that I rarely fail dedicating a part of this day to religious

practices and serious meditation ; nay, I will confess to

you, that, since rny return to India, I have read the

Scriptures oftener, and with more attention, than ever

I did before. No man can have a firmer conviction

than I have, that they contain the doctrines of truth and

immortality; that they alone teach true philosophy, and

furnish the solid base of consolation in this life and of

better expectations hereafter. I wish my practice were

as regular as my belief, and that my past life had been
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as regular as my present ; and I pray that future tempt

ation may not be too great for my efforts. This avowal

must give pleasure to you, who have so sincere an in

terest in my welfare.

"These reflections are suggested by the day; and

they occur in health and sickness, amidst employments

and diversions.

" You are happy with your Julia ; and long may you

continue so ! Our fates are more correctly the dispens

ations of Providence ; which respecting us, are different.

Let us hope that we may be both useful. You have a

serious charge upon you—the care and protection of a

flock, who look up to your example for imitation, and

your instructions for knowledge. I have the care of a

nation upon my shoulders—at least a part of it—a great

and important responsibility ! Yet, happy shall I be to

resign the charge, and become one of your flock. Whe

ther that period will ever arrive, the Supreme Disposer

of Events can only tell : but if it should, I hope that,

whatever my intellectual capacity may be, you will not

find me less advanced in moral or religious endowments

than when I quitted you.

"Remember me affectionately to my sister and my

young relations, and believe me

" Your sincere friend, and affectionate brother."

To Mrs. Shore.

''May 12, 1789.

" My Dear Chaelotte :

" You know the happiness of having good and affec

tionate parents. My father I only remembered when he

was infirm, exhausted with sickness, and borne down with
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fatigue. But I recollect the tenderness of my mother's

affection for him, and her misery when he was released

from his sufferings. Many a tear did the memory of his

death draw from her, for years following. Never will

her maternal affection be obliterated from my memory ;

and I often now reproach myself that I did not, when I

was in England, offer my sighs at her tomb.* Her ten

derness for her children was unbounded ; but prudence

and judgment tempered the exercise of it. How many

conveniences did she not sacrifice for mine and my bro

ther's welfare ! It was the hope of my life to comfort

her declining age, and return those cares she had be

stowed upon me : but Providence doomed it otherwise.

Blessed parent ! let thy memory cheer my heart, to foster

that virtue that thy precepts inspired ! You are now a

mother, my Charlotte ; and such as mine was, I trust you

will be !

"Man! what art thou! the child of discontent, the

tool of passions, the butt of misery ! When possessing

every means of happiness, thou still pinest for something

unpossessed—whilst rioting in the midst of bliss, thou

still rejectest the present joy for uncertain expectation.

Then, when repentance comes with toil, thou lamentest

like a child, the loss of that which, when possessed, ap

peared depreciated. For what end has heaven endowed

thee with reason, but to curb the licentiousness of un

bounded expectation ? and, when sensible of this, why

dost thou not correct thy follies ? Human nature is a

paradox, that its Author only can solve. Oh ! may that

Author of my existence teach me to correct passion by

* In Lambourn Church-yard, Essex; where Lord Teignmouth's

father is buried, in a vault with his two wives.
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reason, and to thank Him with the hest of thanksgivings

—a contented heart for what He has bestowed I"

[In the following passage he supposes Reason suggest

ing to him an antidote to these melancholy thoughts,

principally produced by indisposition. His reflections are

thus noted down in his Epistolary Journal, as they occur :

" ' Placed by fortune in a situation to which thousands

of superior birth and connections look up with envy, why

do you suffer melancholy to prey upon you ? Possessed

of all the conveniences of this life, happy in the esteem of

your friends and partiality of the public opinion, why do

you turn from the enjoyments of the present hour to

scenes of misery and distress ? Have you no public cares

to attract your attention—no duties to demand your ap

plication ? Has not Providence imposed upon you the

the care of millions, and intrusted you with the interest

of your own nation ? Are not your present labors neces

sary for your future happiness—for that of her which you

value beyond your own ? If the future is hid from your

view, has not Heaven opened to mortality the Book of

Hope ? and does not Hope offer you a reasonable expec

tation of being happy in the last years of your allotted

existence ? Suppress for shame these cowardly sugges

tions of despair ! and let religion teach you, that to be

discontented with your present lot is to murmur at the

dispensations of Providence. If happiness can be pro

moted by comparison, what reason hast thou to repine ?

For what was reason bestowed upon you, but to inspire

you with gratitude for present blessings, and to arm you

against the suggestions of despair ? • Reason, honor, and

religion, all unite to dissolve the phantoms of ideal misery

that surround you. Know that these murmurs are re-
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corded ; and that He who penetrates your heart will exact

contrition for all its repinings. Let this consideration

alarm, animate, and console you.' "

" I have lately perused Dr. Jortin's Sermons ; and ad

mired them for their precision, solidity, impartiality, and

piety. He has excelled most divines that I have met

with in establishing faith on the solid foundation of rea

son, and has widened the basis of Christian belief : yet he

does not write merely to the understanding, but interests

the affections of the heart. ' The morality of the Gospel

is written with a sunbeam,' is an expression of his, as sub

lime and affecting as it is true. I hope neither passion

nor habit will make me forget the lessons which he has

given. The little time which I can dedicate to reading

is employed in serious authors. Novels I seldom read,

except when I am so much out of order as not to be able

to attend to better authors. Nothing indeed is more

pernicious to the intellect than the habit of reading novels,

or what is called ' light reading ;' which, in other words,

is to read without thinking — to employ the eyes, and

not the understanding. Something must be allowed for

amusement : and novels may be occasionally resorted to,

as a relaxation from the exercise of our reasoning powers.

Danger, however, attends them ; for they so seldom de

scribe men or women as they are—they introduce us to

scenes of depravity, of which it is better for us ever to

remain ignorant—describe the fashionable modes of life,

where gallantry, indolence, and dissipation prevail, in

colors so pleasing, and inflame our passions by animated

descriptions of vicious enjoyments—that the moral at the

tail of them, which shows innocence protected and vice

punished, makes a faint impression on the understanding,

whilst the heart retains descriptions it ought to guard
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against. Smollett's novels—' Peregrine Pickle,' ' Roderick

Random,' 'Ferdinand Count Fathom,' are, on this ac

count, exceptionable. His 'Humphrey Clinker' and

' Launcelot Greaves ' are less so ; and the former may

amuse without doing harm. The mind so far resembles

the body, that it requires exercise to strengthen it. We

know with moral certainty the effect of habit upon us ;

and hence we may conclude that serious occupations will

soon induce serious habits ; and that, after reading good

authors, we shall find little pleasure in perusing those of

the character which I have mentioned.

"This is, as usual, Sunday: and I have passed the morn

ing in writing to you and to my brother, and in reading

over one third of Bishop Butler's Analogy, a book my

brother first recommended to me in England.

" You will easily conceive that my current avocations

leave me little time for perusing my books ; yet I find

opportunity for my amusement, and sometimes I hope for

my improvement. Blair's Sermons I often read, before I

go to bed, with much satisfaction ; for I admire his style

greatly ; and I have always been of opinion that good

doctrine has a much greater effect when delivered in an

elegant discourse. One of the two chaplains at the Pre

sidency is a man of great learning, and very general

knowledge ; you find it in his preaching. The other has

neither ; and his sermons have been prescribed to me,*

as remedies against the watchfulness that disorders me.

They are both men of respectable moral character, and

usually with me on this day. On Christmas-day, I was

at church. Perhaps I may sometimes pass Sunday as

* By the Governor-General.
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rationally and religiously as those that constantly at

tend it.

" Our church here has lately been built. It was begun

at first by subscription. A pagan gave the ground—all

characters subscribed—lotteries, confiscations, donations

received contrary to law, have been employed in com

pleting it. The Company have contributed but little ;

no great proof that they think the morals of their ser

vants connected with their religion.

" Few, very few indeed, if candid, will deny their at

tachment to the gratifications of this world, in preference

to the duties of Religion ; and what is this but in reality

loving an earthly treasure more than a heavenly one ?

Yet it is possible, in my opinion, to have enjoyments in

this fife sufiicient for all reasonable men, without infring

ing the laws which our primary duty teaches us we ought

to obey. To a heart not corrupted, benevolence and

charity afibrd a gratification superior to all human delights.

Temperance, mercy, and humility, are virtues, the exer

cise of which are as essential to our health of body as of

mind, and which bestows its own reward. These are the

dictates of Christianity ; nor are other pleasures, of a less

refined nature, forbid. The limits of them are fixed by

a divine prescription ; and these we must not exceed ;

nor can we, indeed, without destroying the very basis of

that happiness which we find in indulgence for a term. . . .

The solemn dictates of religion, and the example of our

Saviour's humility—an example which the world never

saw before or since—has, I hope, had some influence upon

my mind To suppose a lot of life wholly without

care, is to suppose what none has yet experienced. Im

agination may describe a landscape of beautiful objects,

where all is blooming, cheerful, and serene ; but time and
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humanity will checker the scene with passing clouds.

Much is in the power of every one ; and the first step to

happiness is to be reasonable in our expectations. Dr.

Johnson has justly observed, that happiness or misery in

this life is rather the result of petty inconveniences or ac

cidents, than the effect of great events. Few are subject

to great cares, or misfortunes of the deepest dye. In a

married state, the minutest things deserve attention ;

dress, habits, amusements, conversation, are all to be ob

served. In common life, we feel disgust at a variety of

trifles, which are apparently of no importance, and such

as it would seem fastidious to particularize. But a hus

band and wife should apply these remarks to themselves ;

and not suppose, because good nature or a wish to be

pleased causes them to be overlooked, that they are the

less disgusting. I hope to benefit by these reflections,

and to practise the lesson they teach, whenever we meet.

You have no occasion for them.

" I do not neglect the employment which you have

adopted—that of examining the conduct of my married

friends, with a view to my own improvement. The points

which we are more inclined to neglect, are trifles ; for

disgust is ' often excited by circumstances apparently

trivial, than by others of a more important nature.

Temper and sense secure married people from the com

mission of gross improprieties, but not always from petty

inaccuracies. The way to improve, is, when we see a

conduct which we dislike, to catechise ourselves whether

we are not guilty of the same, or something else as bad :

and when we observe what is commendable, to reflect if

we possess it, or have the means of obtaining it. The

common error in which married people risk their happi

ness, is a slovenly familiarity ; as if delicacy were to be
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neglected between two people who are united for ' better

and worse.' "

The writer of the following observations will be con

sidered no incompetent judge of the climate of Bengal.

"May 24.—Bengal is really not an unhealthy climate,

although it disagrees with my constitution. Of a tontine

of more than a hundred subscribers of various ages and

constitutions, formed upon a principle of survivorship,

not one member died in the course of three years. I

doubt if any climate in the world could exhibit a stronger

proof of a salubrious air. The natives in general

are not long-lived : the period of maturity is much earlier

in hot than in cold climates, and that of dissolution of

course is speedier ; besides, they exhaust themselves by

excesses. Yet I have known one who was above one hun

dred and twenty years of age ; and now am acquainted

with a man who never tasted meat or wine in his life,

who has passed the whole of it in studious occupations, and

is at this time eighty-four years of age—robust, healthy,

and in full possession of his faculties, but his sight, which

is rather dim. The character of unhealthiness, which is

attributed to Bengal, seems rather to have arisen from

our own inexperience and improper mode of living, than

to be well founded. In fact, Calcutta was formerly ill-

drained, less airy, than at present ; our houses more in

commodious ; our provisions worse ; and our irregularities

greater. Since these imperfections have been altered, the

health of the inhabitants is proportionably improved.

" Drinking hard was some years ago fashionable ; but

at present there are few instances of it. We are become

more rational, temperate, and less subject to indisposition.

One half ofthe disorders in Europe are unknown in India ;

4
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and putrid fevers, which are supposed to be frequent here,

scarcely occur once in two years : indeed, more die in

London of putrid complaints in one year than in twenty

in Calcutta. But experience also proves that our consti

tutions are ill-adapted to struggle with the climate, under

the pressure of close and constant application to business.

Few men, who are industrious and in office, devote less

than six hours a day to business of a sedentary nature ;

and the body and mind, particularly when the last is

active, are in time worn out.
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CHAPTER V.

Return to England—Appointed Governor-General—Created a

Baronet—Sails for India.

On the completion of the permanent settlement of the

revenues, Mr. Shore embarked for England in December,

1789, and landed at Portsmouth on the twenty-fourth of

April, 1790. His reception by all parties in England was

highly flattering. In acknowledgment of his eminent

services, it was proposed to confer on him a Baronetcy,

but he had the good sense to decline the honor, on the

score of the incompatibility of poverty with titles. As a

member of the Board of Revenue, he was called upon to

appear in Westminster Hall as a witness on Mr. Hastings's

trial. To the question whether he would continue a

friend of Mr. Hastings, if he believed him to be corrupt

and mercenary, he replied emphatically, but temperately :

" I hope I should not." Though his salary amounted to

£10,000 per annum during the whole period of his hold

ing a seat in the Supreme Council, he added but £100

per annum to his income, owing to his inattention to

economy, and generosity ever ready to assist the dis

tressed. Influenced by old and cherished associations, he

fixed his residence at Egham, in Surrey, the neighbor

hood of his connections, the Wyatts of Milton Place. His

views and feelings, at this time, are fully revealed to an

old and cherished friend, in the following letter :
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To Hichard Goodktd, Esq.

"JSgham, January 13, 1791.

" Dear Dick :

"Fortune befriended me in an uncommon manner,

when I determined to embark in the ' Bainbridge ;' for I

could not, with any degree of propriety, have left the

country after the knowledge of Tippoo's hostilities ; and

I am most thoroughly convinced, if my life had held out

during another year, my constitution would have irre

trievably suffered. Since my arrival in England, I have

been gradully recovering : but I did not feel the effects

of the climate so immediately beneficial as I did upon

my return in 1785. At present, I am perfectly well ;

and have gained the flesh which I had lost, with a new

stock of spirits.

" I shall pass but very few days in London this winter ;

for, putting all other considerations aside, I find more

happiness at my own fireside than any where out of

doors. I have seen but one play since my arrival in

England ; and that was during the course of this month.

" The debates and the disputes in India are very unin

teresting to me in England ; excepting that I am sorry

to find a difference between people I so much esteem. I

wish well to the country ; and should receive any ac

counts of misfortune to it with real concern, as I should

of its prosperity with real satisfaction : but as to the

detail of business, I care little ; and read no minutes,

unless obliged to give an opinion upon them. I am

indeed a most perfectly idle man ; and as happy as any

one in England, with nothing to do. The day is never
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too long : on the contrary, I often find it too short. To

write a letter is almost as great a task as it was in Bengal

for me to refrain from writing.

" Save what you can, Dick, and turn your thoughts

seriously to England : and unless you possess these quali

ties in a greater degree than I suppose, you will find

£2000 per annum little enough for your wants, although

mine are gratified with much less. The system of dissi

pation is daily improved ; and Indians, from habit, inex

perience, and indolence, contribute largely to its exten

sion and increase. Let me recommend to you, therefore,

whilst you are dealing so largely in salt, to reserve some

for your own porridge.

"I have written to Frank* God bless you! and

believe me yours sincerely."

Much of his time was now devoted to general reading.

Mr. Burke's Reflections on the■ French Revolution had

just been published, and elicited his entire approval and

admiration.

On a visit to Dartmouth, in company with his friend

and relative, Dr. Cornish, he met with a lady suffering

from an illness considered fatal by her physicians. On

hearing the symptoms of her complaint, he at once con

cluded that the cause of the disease must be in the liver,

and recommended his Indian prescription so successfully,

that she rapidly recovered her health ; was married in

six weeks, and declared that if she knew where Dr.

Shore resided, she would send him a dish of fish to any

part of the kingdom.

* Francis Redfearn, Esq.
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To Dr. Cornish.

"Bath, July 24, 1782.

" My Dear Sir : I can now thank you for the fish ;

which arrived in due time, in good condition, and afford

ed a luscious meal to your mother, sister, and myself.

After dinner, we drank the health of the donor and his

family.

" I rejoice to hear that Mrs. M is a living spe

cimen of my skill in Nosology and Therapeutics ; for I

was not without my apprehensions that her disorder was

too far advanced for cure .... There are so many

of the descendants of Hippocrates and Galen, either legiti

mate or spurious, at Bath, that I shall not take out a

diploma, but rest my fame on this instance.

If ever you see the silent dame, beg her to accept my

congratulations on her nuptials. To stamp my fame

thoroughly as a physician, I ought to exhibit a proof of

my skill in prophylactics, by recommending a remedy

against deafness—a disorder which I think it probable

her husband may suffer. But you know the old song :

'Tis past the art of man,

Let him do whate'er he can,

To make a chattering wife hold her tongue, tongue, tongue.

"I am in the midst of a journey into Greece, with the

Younger Anacharsis ; and for the sake of his company, I

have stepped back to the middle of the fourth century

before our era. I never met with a more entertaining

travelling companion in my life ; and he has introduced

me, in the most friendly and familiar manner, to Plato,



MEMOIES OF LORD TEIGNMOUTH. 79

Xenophon, Dion, and, above all, Epaminondas. If you

wish to know, or rather to revive your knowledge of

Greece, its customs, manners, laws, amusements, etc., read

the Travels of the Younger Anacharsis, either in the

original French of the Abbe Barthelemi, or in the Eng

lish translation. It is, possibly, as learned a work as any

that has appeared this age ; and is equally elegant, accu

rate, entertaining, and interesting. He quotes his au

thority throughout, but is no pedant. There is an

originality in the form of the work that only makes it

more pleasing : he carries his readers with him.

" It would, I acknowledge, make me very happy to

have a few words with you, and run over some stadia of

classic ground, the paths and roads of which I have

almost forgotten. You can enjoy by yourself the Roman

authors ; and laugh with Horace, or scold with Juvenal,

without other society ; but my habits are not sufficiently

Romanized for solitary enjoyment, and without commu

nication I lose half my pleasure. Some time or other I

hope we shall have leisure and society together. In the

mean time, accept our best love to you,

"And believe me ever your affectionate brother."

His dream of quietude and repose in the bosom of his

family, and the society of his friends, was soon broken by

an unexpected summons to a higher post of duty and of

honor than his modesty could have ever led him to ex

pect. The high estimate in which he was held by the

Court of Directors led them to proffer him the succession

to the Governor-Generalship of India, on the expected

resignation of Lord Cornwallis.

Mr. Shore's first impulse was to decline the offer and

proceed at once to state his reasons to the Ministers,

from whom he had received so distinguished a favor.
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Subsequent considerations, however, induced him to

comply with the wishes of his friends. On his acceptance

of the appointment, he was created a Baronet, and pre

sented to their Majesties. Had he persisted in his de

termination not to accept the highest mark of confidence

and respect the Directors had to give, it was their inten

tion to have remunerated him for his past services.

To David Anderson, Esq.

" Great George Street, Westminster,

September 30, 1792.

" My Dear Anderson : Little did I think, my friend,

when I saw you in Bath, that I was near so long a separa

tion from you, and that an offer of the Government of

Bengal would ever be made to me : and even when I

last wrote to you from Clifton, I had determined not to

leave England. Happy, perhaps, it would have been for

me, if that offer had never been made ; for it placed me

in a dilemma, which opened no prospect but misery. The

matter is now decided ; and I am, as far as possible, re

solved to banish all gloomy reflections, which can only

lead to sorrow and uuhappiness, and to fix my views

upon ths brighter scenes of honor, profit, a provision for

my family and friends, and public good. Mr. Pitt and

Mr. Dundas have behaved to me with the greatest can

dor, and even kindness ; and from them I have received

such liberal assurances, as place me upon the most solid

ground. The Directors have imitated their example, and

have given me a salary of 10,000 rupees per month, to

commence from the date of my embarkation, and to con

tinue until I succeed to the Government. His Majesty

has also determined to make me a Baronet, to which I

have not the same objections as formerly. All this is
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very fine ; but one tear of my beloved Charlotte dissi

pates in a moment the illusions of vanity and ambition.

You and Mrs. Anderson will feel for us both.

" I am, my dear Anderson,

" Your affectionate."

While at Bath, Mr. Shore had formed the acquaintance

of Mr. Wilberforce, whose public character he had always

admired, and whose private virtues had completely won

his heart. That their admiration was mutual, is evident

from the following paragraph in Wilberforce's corre

spondence :

"Shore, the newly-appointed Governor-General, is a

most able, honorable man. After having been twenty

years in India, and for three or four of them in the Su

preme Council, he retired with a fortune of £25,000; and

was with difficulty compelled to accept the splendid and

lucrative post of Governor-General ; which Government,

so creditably to themselves, absolutely forced upon him.

He was living in retirement, not even keeping a carriage,

in Somersetshire, with a sweet wife and two children. I

dined with him since, at Pitt's, in company with Dundas ;

and he was there the same simple dignified man he had

been in his country privacy."

Mr. Burke, whose animosity against Mr. Hastings

knew no bounds, thus addressed the Chairman of the

Court of Directors in reference to Mr. Shore's appoint

ment :

Might Son. Edmund Burke to Francis Baring, Esq.

"Bath, October 14, 1792.

" Sir : I have heard—and the account is generally cre

dited —that Mr. Shore is in nomination, or actually

appointed, to the office of Governor-General of Bengal.
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" Having been appointed by the House of Commons a

Member of Committee to impeach one of your late Gov

ernor-Generals, Mr. Hastings, I think it my duty to

inform you, that, in the exercise of the function imposed

on that Committee by the House, we have found Mr.

Shore materially concerned as a principal actor and party

in certain of the offenses charged upon Mr. Hastings ;

that is to say, in the mal-administration of the Revenue

Board, of which, under Mr. Hastings, he was for some

considerable time the acting Chief.

" I think it necessary to inform you, that some of the

matters charged as misdemeanors, in which it appears

that Mr. Shore was concerned, are actually on evidence

before the Lords.

" Other facts of a very strong nature, which the Man

agers for the Commons have opened as offenses, are upon

your records ; copies of which are in our possession.

They go seriously to affect Mr. Shore's administration, as

acting Chief in the Revenue Board.

"The Committee of Managers can not, consistently

with their duty in making good the charge confided to

them by the House of Commons, avoid a proceeding in

those matters, and the taking such steps, both for sup

porting the evidence now before the Peers, as well as

putting the other and not less important matter into such

a proper course of proceeding as the ends of justice and

the public policy may require. They have not hitherto,

in any instance, deviated from the line of their duty.

" In that situation, it is for the prudence of the Court

to consider the consequences which possibly may follow

from sending out, in offices of the highest rank and of

the highest possible power, persons whose conduct, ap

pearing on their own records, is at the first view very

reprehensible ; and against whom such criminal matter,
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on such grounds, in a manner so solemn, and by men act

ing under such authority as that of the House of Com

mons, is partly at issue, and the rest opened and offered

in proof before the highest tribunal in the nation.

" I have the honor to be, with very great respect and

attention, Sir,

" Your most obedient and humble servant,

" Edmund Burke."

The following is the substance of Mr. Baring's Reply

to Mr. Burke, submitted to Mr. Pitt's approbation :

Francis Baring, Esq., to the- Right Honorable William

Pitt.

''London, September 16, 1792.

" Dear Sie : On my arrival from the country, I have

received the original from Mr. Burke, of which a copy is

the inclosed; and as there is no person in town with

whom I can consult, I propose to lay the same before

the Court to-morrow. I shall further propose, that an

answer be sent, something like the draft I have annexed :

on which I beg to receive your sentiments, particularly

in the event of its drawing on a further correspondence

with Mr. Burke.

" I am, etc., yours."

Proposed Answer to Mr. Burke.

" Sie : On my return from the country yesterday, I

received the honor of your letter, dated the fourteenth,

which I have taken the first opportunity to lay before the

Court of Directors. I have their orders to acquaint you,
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that Sir John Shore has heen unanimously appointed to

succeed Lord Cornwallis as Governor-General of Bengal.

" The Court ohserves with great regret the sentiments

you have heen pleased to express on this occasion. The

very great deference and respect which the Court of Di

rectors have always entertained and expressed towards

the House of Commons will ever prevent them from act

ing contrary to their wish, which they conceive has not

been intimated on the present occasion. And I am di

rected to add, that their inducement for selecting Sir

John Shore was a decided opinion they entertained of

his having proved one of the ablest and most upright

servants of the Company in India."

On the twenty-sixth of October, 1792, Sir John Shore

embarked for India, accompanied by his brother-in-law,

Mr. Hubert Cornish, as his Private Secretary.

On his way to Falmouth, the following letters were

written to Lady Shore :

To Lady Shore.

"Zaunceston, Oct. 17, 1792.

" My Dear Charlotte :

" My ease will depend upon the picture I frame to my

self of your situation. As to the voyage to India, the

risk of the climate, dangers of the sea, and other possi

bilities, they are nothing to me, abstracted from the con

sideration of you and your dear babes. All my pangs

are comprised in the word, ' separation ;' and I wonder

how I could consent to submit to it.

"May the blessing of God be upon you and your
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babes ! and may His grace enable me to persist in the

resolution which I have formed, of soliciting His mercy,

morning and evening, to impress me 'with submissive

resignation to His dispensations ! Let me beg of you,

my dear wife, not to neglect formal and regular applica

tions to Him. In this I see a consolation which nothing

else can afford.

" May the Father of Mercies preserve you, and my

Charlotte and Caroline, and your obliged and affectionate

husband ! "

"Falmouth, Oct. 21.—A few minutes after brought me

your affectionate letter, without date ; and with it came,

though not from you, a very unaffectionate letter from

Mr. Burke to the Chairman of the Court of Directors,

accusing me of being concerned in Mr. Hastings's misde

meanors. It hurt me excessively : not on my own

account—for I defy Mr. Burke and all his gang of malig

nant informers to prove me dishonest—but from the effect

which I feared it might have upon you. Laugh at it,

my dear Charlotte, and mind not what a madman says.

He appeals to the records of the Indian Company, and

to the evidence on Mr. Hastings's trial, for the proofs

that I was a principal actor in the misdemeanors proved

against Mr. Hastings ; as if the Court, and still less the

Ministry, were so blind and so ignorant as not to see the

proofs, if they existed.

" His attacks shall never discompose me, if I can only

satisfy myself that you do not mind what he says ; for I

should not be surprised if he were to push the matter

before Parliament. So much the better. I must, I find,

be a great man in spite of my teeth.
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" Remember me to your mother. You do not say

how she takes our absence. I fear she will be as bad to

you as the croakings of a Burke. The business was

communicated to me by Mr. Baring ; to whom Burke

wrote an official letter, advising them to consider how

they appointed me. Mr. Baring's answer told him, that

the Court selected me because they thought me one of

their honestest and ablest servants ; and the Court of

Directors unanimously approved the answer. Between

ourselves, it has been approved by higher authorities.

Kisses to my dear babes.

" I am, dear Charlotte,

" Your ever affectionate husband."

In consequence of a prolonged calm, Sir John Shore

did not reach Calcutta until the tenth of March, 1793.

He thus reflects on the delay :

"November 11, 1793.

" The wisdom of Providence conducts us better than

we could guide ourselves. Who can tell that a more

expeditious voyage might not have led us into storms or

dangers, that we have avoided by the delay ? Besides,

the winds blow not for us alone ; and the blasts that op

posed us may have wafted many a sea-worn, famished

mariner into port. But selfishness is the character of

human nature ; and we look to our own gratification,

without considering how far the happiness of others may

be promoted or retarded by it. There is, however, an ir-

religion in selfishness, which it is our duty to check. We

are ever to remember that the sun shines not for us alone,

and that all are equally under the care of one just, eter

nal, all-surveying, and all-directing Providence."
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CHAPTER VI.

Arrival in Bengal—Correspondence.

Sie John Shore, on his arrival in Bengal, found him

self once more surrounded by his old domestics, and

warmly greeted by his friends as the destined ruler and

benefactor of India.

Sir William Jones to Sir John Shore, Hart.

"March 11, 1Y93.

" My Dear Sie : I hasten to congratulate you, and

to express my joy on your honorable appointment and

safe arrival ; but you must have so many congratulations

to receive, that I will write only a short note ; and beg

you to answer me, by a verbal message, that you are

well. You have a claim to my hearty thanks for your

friendly letter of the twenty-fourth of May, 1792, which

I received by the 'Tartar;' which brought intelligence

so auspicious to this country.

" Do me the favor to accept of a little book ; it is

rather dull, but contains useful matter. I sent a copy of

it to Bath, before I could expect the happiness of seeing

you again so soon. Lady Shore and your family were, I

trust, in perfect health when you left England. Lady

Jones is at the Gardens, rather indisposed ; but when I

can leave her alone, I will have the pleasure of waiting

on you.

" I am, my dear sir,

" Your affectionate servant."
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Lord Cornwallis's delay in resigning the government

rendered Sir John Shore's position exceedingly unpleas

ant.

To the Might Hon. Henry Dundas.

" Calcutta, March 25, 1793.

" Sie : You are apprised by Lord Cornwallis of his de

termination to retain the government for some months

longer ; and I most sincerely assure you that this resolu

tion is no source of regret to me. The delay will afford

me an opportunity of acquiring the most accurate inform

ation on the affairs of every department, without pur

suing that incessant application for this purpose which

would have been indispensable if his Lordship's depart

ure had been sudden. I am not insensible of the peculiar

difficulties which the success and reputation of his Lord

ship's administration must impose upon his successor.

But with the advantage of knowing his principles, and a

determination to adhere to them with zealous application

and integrity that no man shall ever justly impeach, I

have no fears of doing credit to the patronage which has

deemed me worthy to be his successor ; and I hope to

escape the reflection which Tacitus applies to Galba :

Consensu omnium capax imperii nisi imperasset

" From the cursory view which I have been able to

take of the situation of affairs in general, I am not quali

fied to say more, than that they have a very prosperous

appearance, and that I foresee nothing that has any ten

dency to alarm or discourage. The various arrange

ments introduced by Lord Cornwallis, being founded on

equity and sound policy, are calculated to produce prac

tical improvement ; and I most sincerely assure you, that

to promote that effect will afford me more solid satisfac
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tion than any that I could derive from an augmentation

of my fortune, or from the honors which you can bestow

upon me. If any exception occurs to the course of gene

ral improvement, it is in the Vizier's territories, which, I

learn, are far from being in a prosperous state ; but as I

have not had any communications with his Lordship on

this subject, I will not anticipate information which I may

hereafter be able to detail with greater accuracy. Seve

ral important regulations were proposed by Lord Corn-

wallis, for the internal administration of the Company's

territories, some time previous to my arrival ; and had

obtained the sanction of the Supreme Board. At his

Lordship's desire, I have recorded my opinion on his

plan of arrangement ; expressing my unqualified appro

bation of the principles on which it is founded ; and that

I thought the regidations, in detail, well calculated to

give energy to those principles. Two considerations

would, however, have deterred me from carrying the

plan into execution, without the sanction of the Court of

Directors, if his Lordship had postponed it until his de

parture. These are, the increase of expense, and the

strictures expressed upon the innovations of system.

To these objections, ready, and, I trust, satisfactory an

swers can, hi the present instance, be made ; and I have

no hesitation to avow, that the relative situation of this

country to Great Britain absolutely requires every pos

sible restriction on the exercise of discretional authority,

either by the Governor-General or his executive officers,

that can be adopted without restraining its ability to do

good.

" I shall take the liberty of continuing my correspond

ence with you, whenever I have any important commu

nications to make. I have the honor to be, sir,

" Your obliged and most obedient humble servant."
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To Charles Grant, Esq.

" Calcutta, March 25, 1793.

"My Dear Sie:

" You will be pleased to see the result of Sir William

Jones's Inquiries into the Hindoo Literature—an in

creased conviction of the truth of our religion. In the

third volume of the Oriental Researches, you will find

an extract from a Hindoo work of great antiquity, ex

hibiting a most wonderful conformity to the Mosaic his

tory.* I have torn out the leaf, and sent it inclosed.

Providence seems to have ordained that the evidence in

support of our religion should increase in proportion to

the supineness of mankind, and that this evidence should

be peculiarly adapted to the existing circumstances of

the world ; and this observation, if founded on fact, as I

believe it to be, is in itself a proof of religion, and of the

wonderful dispensation of the Almighty for the preserv

ation of it ; and I think it would, if duly traced and illus

trated, make a strong impression on every candid dispas

sionate infidel, if such a character exists. I have seen

your friend Mr. Brown,f and have expressed my senti

ments to him in a way that will, I hope, lead to an inti

macy between us. I shall be happy to show him every

* The passage alluded to proved to be, as Lord Toignmouth has

stated in his Preface to the Memoirs of Sir W. Jones, a forgery of the

Pundit employed by Mr. 'Wilford in the researches -which led to its

pretended discovery. " The same sagacity which detected a similar

fraud in another instance," observes the Biographer, " might have been

equally successful, had the original document been submitted to Sir

W. Jones."

f Rev. David Brown, one of the chaplains of the Presidency. "Me

morial Sketches" of his Life were published in 1816.
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degree of friendly attention, on private as well as moral

grounds.

" Lord Cornwallis and myself met on the terms of old

friendship and mutual regard, and we go on with the

same cordiality as heretofore. I am apt to think that

there never can be a disagreement between public men,

where all objects but public good are excluded. He

looks wonderfully well ; and I anticipate with satisfaction

the happiness he will enjoy in Europe from his well-

earned reputation."

To William Wilberforce, Esq.

" Calcutta, March 25, 1793.

" Dear Sir :

"It would have been my earnest wish, if I had continued

in England, to cultivate your friendship ; and it shall be

my sincere endeavor in this country to merit your esteem.

I shall seldom, and probably never, have occasion to

trouble you with any reference to points of business ; as

I shall never solicit nor expect any support beyond what

my public conduct entitles me to ; and for this, my ap

peal must be made to the public records. Lord Corn-

wallis's administration imposes a difficult task on his suc

cessor ; in zeal and integrity no man can surpass him, and

his success has been proportionate ; but as I am of

opinion that common-sense, honesty, and application, are

sufficient for transacting most of the affairs of mankind,

I shall not despair of acquitting myself to the satisfaction

of those whose partiality has raised me to the first station

any subject can hold.
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" That you may long enjoy health, and every blessing

that this world affords, is the sincere wish of,

"Dear, sir,

" Your most sincere and obedient humble servant.

" I beg my respects to Mr. Thornton."

To Lady Shore.

"April 14, 1793.

" Sometimes I dread the contagion of that madness

which runs now in France, spreading over England,

while I am unable, from absence, to afford you and my

babes protection ; but Providence will, I trust, save us

from it, and me from the misery of such a situation.

What, in fact, would be mine, in this country, if anarchy

were to spread her banners in my native soil? But there

is a fund of good sense in England that will not suffer

her intrusion ; and notwithstanding the murmurs of dis

content, the intrigues of the ambitious, the machinations

of false patriots, and the undermining attempts of insi

dious villainy, I consider the Constitution as secure ; for

is it possible, that the care of our country, of our families,

our friends, and posterity can be so inert, as to make us

renounce the enjoyment of that liberty and real happi

ness that no other country or constitution affords?

Surely not ! and every thinking man who is not void of

feeling, must resist attempts that can not be made with

out abandoning himself and nearest connections to cer

tain misery for a time, if not for ages. I was a friend to

the French revolution; the despotism of the French

monarchy, and the misery of the people, required re

form ; but I am a friend to our own constitution, because

it is not despotic, and leaves every man to enjoy his per
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sonal liberty, his property, and to act and write as he

pleases, provided he does not injure his neighbor. I am

citizen of the world enough to wish the French happy ;

but I am also a patriot, and am satisfied to enjoy the

happiness we already possess. There is no foresight can

penetrate the eccentricities of human passions ; they rise

sometimes like storms in a clear sky, and spread desola

tion over the earth. Philosophers, or those who call

themselves by that name, pretend to the sagacity of fore

seeing human occurrences, and of tracing them to their

causes. They sometimes succeed; but oftener fail.

Who could have predicted the unexampled revolution of

French manners ? In this reflection rests the sole source

of my apprehensions. But I think the English nation is

now forewarned, and the bulk of the people prepared

against the fatal events that my feelings rather than my

reason suggest. Our administration at home is respect

able for its wisdom and probity ; and to its care, under

Providence, I leave the direction of affairs.—And so much

for political speculation.

"May 30, 1793.

"The same conveyance by which we received the-

above intelligence brings us also news of war between

England and France. What a period of horrors do we

live in! Do not be alarmed on my account. The

French have no forces in India, nor can bring any, to

cope with us ; and, at all events, would never think of

coming to Bengal. My spirits never fail in proportion

to the exigency of affairs; on the contrary, they are

more affected by trifles ; and I always find my mind and

powers expand when the emergency requires it.
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" My situation here, by the way, is a very awkward

one. Independently of family concerns, Lord Cornwallis

goes to the coast, and leaves me here—nobody. If I

could have foreseen his determination, I would certainly

have proposed—what as certainly would have been given

to me—a seat in Council ; and it might have been done

without inconvenience. I should be well off indeed if by

any accident I were manquer la succession; and so

many things happen between the cup and the lip, that

this event may arise too ; if so, we must turn philoso

phers ; or, what is better, live like good Christians, in

peace and charity with all the world, and contented our

selves. I can not find in my heart to despair, when I

think of an event which will unite us sooner, however

painful and vexing it may be in other respects."

The allusion in the following extract is to the death of

his intimate friend, Colonel , who, in a dying state,

had been removed to his house, and breathed his last on

his bed, and in his presence :

" The window of the room from which I write looks

directly to the house of my friend, on the other side of

the river. It was in this room, and on the spot where I

am now sitting, as nearly as can be, that he breathed his

last. With whims and eccentricities, he possessed a

heart of the finest mould; and if he could have added

the benevolence of Christianity to a stock as great as

ever man had, he would have been the most perfect cha

racter existing. As he was, where shall I find a sincerer

friend or a better man? Poor fellow! he is released

from the cares of this world. He once persuaded me to

go down the river when I was ill, and accompanied me ;

and to him, perhaps, I may owe my life—none other

would have persuaded me. The humanity of his heart
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gave, without effort, a softness to his actions, that soothed

and persuaded. Where, in India, shall I find a friend

like him ?"

So neighboring are the fountains of joy and grief that

they seldom flow without mingling their streams. The

same eve on which he was made Governor-General,

brought to him the terrible intelligence of the death of

his two younger children, made known to him through

his old friend Mr. Grant.

To Charles Grant, Esq.

''September 22, 1T93.

" My Dear Sir :

" I shall first advert to your melancholy and affection

ate letter of the 10th of May, which reached me on Satur

day the 15th of September. On the same day of the

preceding week I returned my grateful thanks to the

Almighty, for His mercy in protecting my children. I

had been apprised, by Lady Shore, that they were at

tacked with the measles; and, from the terms of her

letter, concluded that their recovery was no longer

doubtful. It has pleased the Lord to determine other

wise ; and I submit without a murmur to the dispensa

tions of His Providence. He gave—He has taken away.

Blessed be His name !

"Whatever conclusion may be drawn from appear

ances—and none, I trust, in my conduct to the discredit

of virtue or encouragement of vice !—there is no truth

which I more sedulously believe, cultivate, and cherish,

than that all the events of this life are governed by an

All-directing Providence ; and that whatsoever we call
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evil is meant for the ultimate good of mankind. Who is

so impious as to doubt the benevolence of the Deity ?

Who that admits it can think otherwise ? I can not re

flect upon the subject without a degree of enthusiasm ;

and I can not convey my sentiments upon it better than

by transcribing the following Prayer, which I have long

been in the habit of repeating :

'"Almighty God! who knowest the wishes of my

heart, and who alone canst tell what is best for me, teach

me to put my trust in Thee ; and evermore to say with

confidence, Thy will, O Lord, be done ! Make me truly

to feel that that Thou givest, that Thou withholdest, or

afflictest, proceeds alike from mercy, benevolence, and

love to Thy creatures. Impress upon my heart this con

viction, that it may lead to a firm trust and reliance

upon Thy providence—to resignation to Thy dispensa

tions—and to gratitude and thanksgiving for Thy mer

cies, Thy favors, and Thy chastisements !'

" These are the habitual sentiments of my heart. But

in the first agonies of sorrow, their usual impression was

suspended. Our religion requires submission, but does

not demand insensibility. I felt as a man, as a husband,

and a parent ; but I murmured not against the Hand that

had inflicted my wounds. The offenses of my life have

been too many, not to acknowledge the justice of Divine

punishment. How little indeed have I suffered, in pro

portion to my demerits! But the justice of the Al

mighty is inseparable from His benevolence ; and He

chastises us to amendment. I know no other source of

consolation under misfortune than this. We may indeed,

upon stoical principles, reason away our feelings ; but we

shall not be better or wiser for it. Sensibility is the

cradle of religion, which will never thoroughly influence

our conduct unless it be a sentiment of the heart. The
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Ancients often mention the advantages of affliction, in

moderating our passions, and in inspiring the mind with

sympathy, humanity, and commiseration; but they

never, as far as I have read, dwelt upon the moral im

provement occasioned by it, as fitting us for the enjoy

ment of a future state. This is the doctrine of the New

Testament—a doctrine -which, if my remark on the

omission of the Ancients be just, is at once an argument

in favor of a future state, and of Revelation ; for the

effect of affliction, which Revelation points out, is dis

tinct from its natural effect, which alone the Ancients

notice.

" There was a time when these sentiments were lan

guid and inert ; and if such a shock had then attacked

me, I know not what the consequences might have been.

I thank God most sincerely and gratefully that it has

been otherwise ; and that He did not inflict the blow

until He had given me strength to bear it. I have

prayed to Him for chastisement, as the means of amend

ment ; but I little thought to suffer through my dear

children. God has judged differently : and I submit,

with a prayer that I may be the better for it.

" The morning of the receipt of your letter I had oc

cupied myself in making extracts from the Psalms ; and

they happened to be such as my situation required. My

selections from the Thirty-eighth Psalm were particularly

copious. The intelligence could never have reached me

at a time when I was more fitted to bear it. -After

all But you have felt the afflictions of a

father.

" I assure you, my dear sir, that I am not inattentive

to the duties of religion. Many of my leisure hours aro

employed in perusing the Scriptures and books of divini

ty. On Sunday, I do nothing besides, except that I
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usually write some lines to Lady Shore on that day. My

mornings begin with prayer to God ; my evenings are

closed with the same duty. I pray to Him for knowledge

to understand His laws ; for grace to follow them ; for

increase of faith; and for resignation to His will. I

acknowledge my sins before Him, and implore His for

giveness. One part of my daily prayers was for His

protection upon my children : He has heard me in a way

different from what I meant ; and has indeed taken them

to His own exclusive protection. I am not conscious

that I live in the commission of any habitual sin ; and

though I have prescribed a rule to myself, never to argue

upon religion—a subject too often brought into discussion,

and for unworthy purposes—I deem it an indispensable

duty to declare, upon such occasions, my belief in the

Christian religion, that no one may be ignorant of my

principles, or suppose I approve what is said against it ;

nor is there any subject upon which I am more willing to

converse in due time and place. In mentioning the ob

jects of my daily supplications, I do not mean to say

that there are no others. I pray to the Almighty to

support me with His grace in the arduous station which

His providence has assigned me ; and, above all, to im

press me with a lively, vigorous, animated hope of that

happy eternity which He has promised, through our

Saviour Jesus Christ, to those who obey His command

ments.

" After all, my dear sir, I do not mean to affirm that I

am as religious as I ought to be ; but I trust that the

Almighty will enable me to persevere unto the end, in

the path of improvement which I have taken. In this

hope I receive the chastisement He has inflicted upon me

with gratitude. Affliction is but too necessary to recall

our wandering thoughts, to soften the hardness of our
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hearts, or to alarm one's feelings. I thank God that He

has not overlooked me. The honors of this world, I de

clare •without affectation, have no temptations for me. I

feel no pride at the elevated station assigned me ; but am

thoroughly sensible that I am not equally fortified against

prosperity; and that my heart, though it might not have

been corrupted by it, might have grown callous and un

feeling.

" I shall say little more upon this subject, except to

thank you for your kind letter upon it, which I

shall often peruse. I had two copies of The Friendly

Visit ; one of which I lately disposed of to your sister,

Mrs. Chambers, a few day* after the loss of her husband ;

and desired Mr. Owen, through whom I sent it, to inform

her that I had received it from you, judging that it

would not be less agreeable on that account. She bears

her loss— which indeed, in comparison with mine, is

heavy—with manly pious Christian resignation—with a

submission that piety alone can infuse. Yet there are

wretches who would deprive us of these consolations,

and undermine the basis of mortal comfort and immortal

hope : but judgment belongs to the Almighty ; and He

will judge them. A few days ago, I requested Mr.

Owen to inform Mrs. Chambers that I should be happy to

wait upon her, whenever she was disposed to receive the

visit.

"The coincidence of dreams with facts is sometimes

striking; and my loss unhappily furnishes me with an

instance. In a letter to Lady Shore of the eleventh of

May last, I mentioned a dream respecting my daughter

Caroline, which had shocked me to agony ; but I did not

communicate to her the particulars. It happened on or

about the first of that month—my letter particularly

mentions the first—I thought I was walking out with the
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dear girl, when, stopping to speak to some body, I missed

her. A ladder was erected against a house which was

repairing, and I concluded she had ascended by it. I

entered the house ; and, on inquiring for the child, was

told a coroner's inquest was sitting on the body of a dead

infant. I hastened to the room, and was struck with the

appearance of the dissevered limbs of a child, which I

knew to be my own. I took up an arm ; and the hand

grasped my finger. I need not add, that I awoke with

a scream, and in an agony of tears. It was perhaps at

that time that my beloved girl ceased to exist ....

I have now done ; and shall be silent about her.

" I shall not blend any other subject with this letter.

The chastening which I have received will, I hope, pro

duce on me its proper fruits. The stroke has been severe.

I perhaps required it : and if I am wiser and better for

it, I ought to rejoice. That this may be the consequence,

I sincerely pray.

"May the Almighty preserve you from the same afflic

tion ! is the sincere prayer of,

" My dear sir,

" Your ever affectionate humble servant."

The child died on the very night of the dream alluded

to in this letter. Mr. Grant makes the following judi

cious remarks on the subject in a letter to Lady Shore :

" Who can doubt that this was a merciful premonition,

to prepare and sadden as it were the heart, that it might

not be broken by the sudden blow of so hard a calamity ?

If I may so speak, this seems to draw aside the curtain,

and give us a glimpse of the Great Disposer carrying on

His designs with respect both to your husband and you,

whose interests are but one. The event had not then
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happened ; but he is forewarned of it, when his mind, un

disturbed by public cares, is best able to attend to all the

considerations connected with it. I trust much benefit

will have resulted from this ; and especially that his mind

will have been secretly moulded into such a persuasion

of the probability of the event, that he will receive the

news of it without being overwhelmed by the stroke. I

pray that God, who hath begun to distinguish you both

by His remarkable dealings, may find, in you both, per

sons who distinguish Him as remarkably by their devot-

edness to Him beyond others."

The Marquis Comwallis to Sir John■ Shore.

"Madras, September 30, 1793.

" Dear Sir : I know your sensibility too well, not to

entertain the most serious apprehensions for the effect

which the late afllicting accounts of your family may have

upon your health. I need not, I am sure, tell you how

sincerely I was concerned for you ; and I will not trouble

you with consolatory reflections, which your own good

sense will in due time suggest to you : and I know, by

sad experience, that there must be a season when grief

will have its way.

" I am, with the greatest esteem and regard,

" My dear sir, most sincerely yours,

" Cornwallis."

To the Rev. Thomas William Shore.

"September, 1793.

" I have only to wish that the situation may prove

agreeable, and that you may have health for the dis
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charge of your parochial duties yourself. Nothing can

excuse a clergyman, in my opinion, from the performance

of them, but indisposition. It is a duty which he owes

to the state, his conscience, and his God. The peace

and happiness of mankind depend much more upon the

conduct and instruction of the clergy than is commonly

supposed. They are, with respect to religion, what the

outworks of a fortification are to a citadel. The latter

rarely holds out long after the former are erased. Vol

taire has contributed more than any other man to intro

duce Atheism and irreligion into France, by his incessant

attempts to ridicule the clergy : for the transition from

the minister to the subject is easy. In England, there

may be less scope for ridicule ; but it ought to be the

constant care of every clergyman to avoid every thing

that may give room for it. The people in general think

they have a right to the service of the preacher whom

they pay ; and the aversion to the discharge of tithes

would be less if every minister of the Gospel were as

attentive to his duty and conduct as he ought to be. But

I will not say more to you, who are an example of what

I recommend.

" I am, my dear brother,

" Most sincerely and affectionately yours."

To John Blackburn, Esq.

"Bengal, Oct. 14, 1193.

" It is impossible to view with indifference the state of

Europe : and I see, with the deepest concern, the calam

ities which afflict it. To conjecture what will be the

result of the present combustion is beyond my faculties.

All I can hope is that peace will be soon established, and,

above all, that my own country may not be scorched by
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the fires raging in all parts of Europe. What intellect,

ten years ago, could have foretold the horrors of the pre

sent hour ? Our best wisdom is but folly ; our prudence,

chance. A Power, whom the French in the intoxication

of their frenzy have deposed from His sovereignty over

the universe, by showing to us the vanity and disappoint

ment of human prospects, daily enforces the necessity of

a reliance upon Him. May His wisdom guide our coun

cils, and His Providence correct our follies ! I am too *

much a citizen of the world, and have too much human

ity, not to wish the establishment of peace, quiet, and

happiness in France ; but I love my country, my friends,

my family, and posterity, too well to desire to see real

comfort sacrificed to ideal perfection, the wisdom of ages

renounced for the quackery of new political experiments,

or, in other words, the Constitution overturned. I trust

the good sense of England will prevail against all the

efforts directed to this object. That some of its parts

require amendment, may be admitted ; but I leave to

those who are wiser, and who, from their situation, can

best judge, to determine the proper time, mode, and

quantum of improvement. We are something like the

natural situation of Holland : a rat may let in an ocean.

" I remain, my dear sir,

" Your affectionate humble servant."

To H. 8. Chandler, Esq.

"October 14, 1793.

" I thastk you, my dear friend, for your letter of the

twelfth of May last ; and assure you, that one of my

greatest gratifications in this country is to receive testi
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monials of the regard of those whom I remember with

afFection.

" Whether I shall or shall not be Governor-General

remains yet an undecided point. Lord Cornwallis left

us for the coast in August, intending once more to smell

a little gunpowder at the siege of Pondicherry. But the

French were not disposed to gratify his Lordship, but

surrendered the very day on which he left the ' Pilot.'

By his last letters, he was determined to embark the

tenth of this month on board the ' Swallow ;' and ordered

his secretary to draw no more allowances after the end

of September. Expectation is now hovering on the wing,

and in two days more I trust to hear from him ; but con

clude his resignation will not be dispatched before the

date of his embarkation. We lived and parted upon the

most cordial terms ; and, although my succession has

been postponed, I love him as much as ever ; and he will

carry with him every good wish from me, for his safe

voyage, and happiness in England after his arrival.

" Sir Robert Abercrombie has been a week in Calcutta,

and, at Lord Cornwallis's desire, has been intrusted with

the command of the army. I am not sure, by the way,

that this is strictly legal or regular. He has no seat in

Council ; and how the Governor of Bombay can be Com

mander-in-Chief at Bengal before the office is vacant, I

leave to better wits to determine. I understand Sir R.

Abercrombie is a very well-meaning and very disinter

ested and perfectly honest man. I am a peaceable one ;

and so we shall go on well.

"After all, you may trust me, that, taking Lord Corn

wallis for all and all. the country will not see his like.

The natives, with whom ho could not mix nor converse
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but through an interpreter, acknowledge that he had

always their good in view, although the mode in which

he conveyed it to them was not always what they would

themselves have chosen. His principles were always

right ; but with a more minute knowledge of detail he

might have facilitated the operation and establishment of

them. I shall be happy, however, to do as much good

as he has done ; and will try.

" If you had not chatted with me as an Upham farmer,

I should have suspected that you thought John Shore

absorbed in the memory of Sir John, the Governor-Gen

eral ; and should not readily forgive the supposition. It

is true, in one sense, that I hardly know myself; for I am

so ' Sir Johnned,' that I am half-sick of it ; but, however, *

I shall not change my manners, further than to avoid in

conversation or conduct that which is indecent in my

situation. There are certain things, Mr. Positive Nega

tive, which would not be quite proper at a Governor-

General's table ; and although I might quote the author

ity of my masters at the London Tavern, I prefer follow

ing their instructions Health and happi

ness attend you !

" Your affectionate."

To Charles Grant, Esq.

"Bengal, Oct. 21, 1?93.

" My Dear Sir : You have escaped an alarming crisis :

and I hope that the same prudence, fortitude, and wis

dom, which, under Providence, have preserved us from

the deepest calamities, will conduct us into a settled trust

and security. Yet I think it will be long before our sit

uation ceases to be perilous. But I will not press upon

you a thousand reflections which occur to me, and proba

5*
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bly have to you. The madness of the French at Chan

dernagore was carried to the most violent extreme. One

man regretted that he was not in Europe at the time of

the King's destruction, to put his poniard in the Dau

phin's breast ; and a Monsieur Richemont, the leader of

the democratic band, and the self-constituted Governor

of the settlement, observed in council—when it was pro

posed to say ' Te Deum ' for the victories of the French

in Flanders—that religion was abolished in France, and

that all religions were the same ; that he would not dis

sent to a revolution which seemed agreeable to the ma

jority ; but, by way of indemnity (dedommagement) to

the gods of India, he proposed that the letter containing

the intelligence which had occasioned the debate should

be offered to the goddess Doorgah !

• •••••

"Although we have some sturdy democrats amongst

us, political questions, upon the whole, are discussed here

with tolerable moderation. We are all too busy to give

up our time to politics. In England, they are the sole

occupation of many. Here they come in as secondary

objects of concern. As nothing so much inflames the

advocates for democracy as reasonable opposition, I re

commend silence when they are disposed to be violent.

The danger of dissemination, from the nature of the

society, is less here than in England ; and as half or nine

tenths of mankind take up opinions with less selection

than apples or pears, they are only anxious about them

when controverted.

" I am much obliged to you for many pamphlets, which

I have distributed amongst those who are disposed to

read with attention ; and I think there is less political

violence than when I arrived. I apprehend no danger

on this ground in India ; but there is a very alarming
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spirit of discontent in the army, founded on various

causes. I, from my situation, of course hear less than

others ; but I have learned enough to think the matter

very important, and I shall summarily communicate it.

" Yours very affectionately."

Lord Cornwallis, in tendering the resignation of his

government, congratulates the Company on the abilities

and virtues of his successor :

" Warmly interested," he observes, " as I shall ever

feel for the general prosperity of the Company's affairs,

and for the happiness of the people of various descrip

tions over whom I so long presided in this country, I

must confess, that the knowledge that I am to be suc

ceeded by Sir John Shore, with whose abilities and vir

tues I am so well acquainted, and for whom I have the

most sincere friendship and esteem, affords me on this

occasion the highest gratification.*

Sir John became Governor-General on the twenty-

eighth of October, 1793. In his elevation, he humbled

himself before God, and, like Solomon, sought wisdom

from above.

'•'Aug. 26, 1793.—It is now time to deliberate on my

future conduct, with humble prayer to God to guide me.

The following points to be attended to in the transaction

of business : Never to promise any office, nor to give

hopes of succession to offices likely to become vacant ;

and, in the disposal of offices, to consider standing, tal

ents, merit—to make a proper allotment of time, dispo

sition of correspondence, recommendations, invitations,

etc., Lord Cornwallis's plan."



108 MEMOIKS OF LOED TEIGNMOUTH.

"October.—On the twenty-eighth I commenced my

public functions, after devout prayer to God :

" ' Almighty God, who hy Thy providence hast called

me to a station replete with difficulties : sensible of my

own weakness and incapacity, I humbly implore Thee for

health, strength, grace, and assistance, to enable me to

discharge the duties thereof faithfully and diligently, in

such a manner that the happiness of those who are placed

under my government may be improved. Grant, I be

seech Thee, that I may on all occasions regulate my con

duct by the rules and precepts of Thy Holy Word ; and

that, in all doubts, dangers, and embarrassments, I may

always have grace to apply to Thee for support and

assistance. Suffer me not to be led astray by folly, pride,

or vanity, to overlook the wants, weaknesses, and mise

ries of my fellow-mortals, or to judge them with unchari-

tableness. Give me grace to restrain my appetite ; and,

in proportion as I am exalted, to become lowly and hum

ble in my own opinion ; and, before Thee, to consider

myself evermore as Thy minister, for promoting the hap

piness of Thy creatures, not only by my public actions,

but by my example. And grant that, under my govern

ment, religion and morality may be advanced! All

which I humbly implore, through the mediation and in

the name of our blessed Saviour, Jesus Christ.' "

"December^ 1793.

" The year is now closed ; and in it I have experienced

more misery than in any year of my life But I hope I

have also gained something. My devotional practices,

morning and evening, have been habitual, with scarce

any interruptions. As Governor-General, I have refused

to transact any business on Sundays, and have devoted
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portions of them to religious duties and reading. I have

studied the Bible more than ever, and have endeavored

to be more attentive to its precepts. In the Scriptures,

and in the resignation which they teach, I have found

consolation under severe domestic calamities ; and what

ever cheerfulness I possess is owing to religioD, ' whose

ways,' imperfectly as I practise them, 'are ways of

pleasantness, and her paths, peace.' It has no tendency

to excite in me gloom or moroseness. Let me, therefore,

thank God for His undeserved goodness to me, and im

plore the continuance of those mercies which I have

experienced, with humble resignation to whatever His

providence may determine. In reviewing my past life, I

can not but feel the deepest shame and confusion."

" How, O Lord ! have my years elapsed ! Thou know-

est ; and I thank Thee that Thou hast not punished me

as I deserved ; but that Thy mercy has tempered Thy

justice. I feel the consequence of my sins and follies :

Thy judgments are just, but Thy goodness is great ; and

it is of Thy great and undeserved mercies that I am not

consumed. Forgive, I beseech Thee, what is past ; and

give me grace to improve the remainder of my allotted

time. Create in me a clean heart, O God ! and renew a

right spirit within me ! Grant, O Merciful God ! that,

deeply sensible of my former negligences and iniquities, I

may truly repent thereof—that, under the continual guid

ance of Thy Holy Spirit, I may make continual advances

in knowledge, piety, and sanctity, and be made meet for

the inheritance of the saints in light ! all which I implore

through the alone merits and mediation of Jesus Christ,

my Saviour and Redeemer."
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''January 1, 1794.

" Hear my prayer, O Lord ! and give ear unto the voice

of my supplication ! Thou knowest, O Lord ! my heart ;

whilst all that I know is, that I am a weak miserable

sinner, and that I can not stand without Thy assistance.

Oh ! give me grace evermore to implore it, in the name

of Thy Son our Saviour, ' who died for our sins, and rose

again for our justification, and ever liveth to make inter

cession for us.' Expose• me not to too severe trials ; but

help me with Thy grace to withstand such as it pleaseth

Thee I should undergo ; and always teach me to rely on

Thee, as my Creator, Preserver, and Redeemer !"

"Almighty God, who knowest the wishes of my heart,

and who alone can tell what is best for me,-teach me ever

to put my trust in Thee, and to say with humble and sincere

resignation, Thy will be done ! Make me truly feel, that

what Thou givest, withholdest, or inflictest, proceeds alike

from Thy bounty, mercy, and love to Thy creatures.

Impress this conviction so deeply on my heart, that it

may fortify my trust and reliance on Thy providence ;

strengthen my resignation to Thy dispensations ; and

increase my gratitude and thanksgivings for Thy favors

and chastisements !"

" O Lord ! without whose power we can not attain the

knowledge or practice of Thy holy will and precepts,

enlighten my understanding, that I may understand the

Scriptures. It is of Thy great mercy that I am made

sensible of my ignorance and incapacity, and that I now

offer up my supplications for knowledge and wisdom.

Grant that I may never cease my efforts to obtain them ;
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and impress on my heart an increasing conviction of the

truths of Thy holy word, that I may savingly know the

only true God, and Jesus Christ whom Thou hast sent.

Enliven my hopes, I heseech Thee, O Lord ! with the

prospect of that happy eternity which Thou hast pro

mised, through our Saviour Jesus Christ, to all who have

true faith in Him and ohey Thy oommandments. Surfer

not my thoughts to be so occupied with earthly concerns

and the affairs of time, as to forget that I am to live for

ever in happiness or misery. Let the attainment of that

happiness be the constant object of my thoughts and en

deavors. Be these ever the object of my desires. Let

my heart pant for Thee forever, as the hart panteth for

the water-brooks. Let my soul be athirst for God, even

for Thee the living God ! Show me, O Lord ! the path

of life ; for in Thy presence is the fullness of joy, and at

Thy right hand are pleasures for evermore."

To Lady Shore.

''January 29, 1794.

" I shall close this letter with mentioning to you an

instance for which my gratitude is due to my Creator.

The cornice on one side of my bed-room, which is com

posed of solid masonry, fell down, three days ago, and

would have destroyed an elephant if it had been under

it. About six weeks ago, I used to sit in that room, and

very near to the spot where the rubbish fell. When I

was last in India, I had an escape of a similar nature ; for

two beams directly over my bed and couch, on which I

used to repose often, were found to be rotten ; so much

so, that there was not an inch of solid wood in the ends

by which they were supported. My life is at the disposal
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of the Creator ; and I trust, in saving me from accidents,

He will give me grace to devote it to His service, as far

as I can. Mammon has too great a portion of it ; but my

habits and endeavors are more constant, and better di

rected than they were.

" And now for a letter to Tippoo Sultan. There is a

translation for you.

" That the God of all mercies may protect you and my

dearest girl, is the prayer of

" Your ever affectionate and obliged husband."

To Lady Shore.

"March .

"The inhabitants of Bengal, notwithstanding Mr.

Burke's assertion, are happier under our administration

than ever they were under the Mohammedan control.

For thirty years they have been free from wars, in the

full enjoyment of peace, without invasion. No molesta

tion is offered to their prejudices ; no insult to their su

perstitions ; and the Government is ever endeavoring to

form new regulations for their happiness. I will not

affirm that they always approve our modes ; but the

principles are sound. Yet I would not engage that this

country will remain fifty years longer under our domin

ion ; and I think I can foresee accidents which may sub

vert it."

The following letter contains an account of Sir William

Jones's death, an event deeply deplored by every lover

of learning and virtue.

To Lady Shore.

"April, 21, 1793.

" I have just received another lesson of the vanity of

human expectations and enjoyments, in the death of Sir
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William Jones; of whom it maybe said, that he has

scarce left his equal behind. In literary acquisitions, and

in science, he had no competitor ; and his principles were

as sound as his learning was extensive ; to all which he

added humanity, charity, liberality, and a familiarity of

conversation, on all topics, which few possess. At the

Gardens, he was my neighbor ; and his servant this morn

ing called me to receive his last sighs. I went over im

mediately, but arrived too late : he had breathed his last ;

but his extremities were warm. It is fortunate for me

that I was spared the sight of his expiring struggles ;

which, however, could scarce have been felt. I have

often regrettd, as I flatter myself he also did, that our

different avocations prevented our meeting as constantly

as we both wished ; but I have now reason to be glad

that it was otherwise ; as the increase of regard from the

frequency of intercourse would have added bitterness to

the sorrow I feel for his loss. We have both of us the

same scene to go through ; but when, where, or how it

is to happen, the Almighty alone knows : and that the

hour may not fall heavily upon us, and still more heavily

on the survivor, let us pray to Him for grace to live ac

cording to His laws.

" Some time ago, I sent to Sir William Jones the ori

ginal of the following beautiful sonnet by an Italian

author.* I give you the translation from 'Sir Charles

Grandison' :

" ' See a fond mother encircled by her children ! With

pious tenderness, she looks round, and her soul even melts

with maternal love. One she kisses in the forehead, and

clasps another to her bosom; one she sets upon her

knee, and finds a seat upon her foot for another; and

* Filioaia.
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while, by their actions, their lisping words, and asking

eyes, she understands their various numberless little

wishes, to these she dispenses a look—a word to those ;

and whether she smiles or frowns, it is all in tender love.'

" Such to us, though infinitely high and awful, is Pro

vidence. So it watches over us ; comforting these, pro

viding for those, listening to all, assisting every one. If

sometimes it denies the favor we implore, it denies but to

invite our most earnest prayers ; or, seeming to deny a

blessing, grants one in that refusal.

" In this conclusion we both agree : and my principal

source of regret is, that the cares of this life interrupt my

meditations on eternity. If I had thought so seriously

on this subject as I have since done, I should scarce have

ventured again to India ; for what is life compared to im

mortality ? Our separation was perhaps necessary for

the happiness of both of us. In this light I will ever en

deavor to view it.

" Since writing the above, I have performed my usual

devotions, and have read the 17th and 18th Sermons of

Jortin, Vol. I. The first of the two is very applicable to

the tenor of my present reflections ; and there is a quota

tion in it from the Testament, which, though not applic

able, I hope, to Sir William, puts me in mind of a con

versation that we lately had. He told me the amount of

his fortune, and asked me if it were sufficient to live com

fortably on in England. He visited me one evening for

the express purpose of obtaining my opinion. Knowing,

as I did, his moderation and economy, I satisfied him

that he had an ample stock ; and he had resolved not to

stay beyond the next season, in January. But his soul

has been this day required of him. Of all the taxes to

which mortality is subject, the loss of our friends is the

severest. The greatest affliction I ever experienced, ex
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cepting that of my first separation from you, was on

account of the death of Cleveland. But its impression

was promoted by preexisting indisposition ; and I had

not then learnt to seek for consolation in its true sources.

For ten days I scarcely ate or drank ; for many weeks,

could not stop my sighs."

''May 1.—At my durbar yesterday I had proofs of the

affection entertained by the natives for Sir William Jones.

The professors of the Hindu Law, who were in the

habit of attendance upon him, burst into unrestrained

tears when they spoke to me, and grief clouded many

countenances. His death is really a national loss. I pass

his late residence, the house in which he died, daily, in

my visits to my gardens."

''May.—The Asiatic Society mean to do me the honor

of being their President, in the room of Sir William

Jones. This will occupy but a small portion of my time,

and not unpleasantly."

■ • . . • 4

In his Inaugural Discourse on succeeding to the chair

of the Asiatic Society, Sir J. Shore did ample justice to

the transcendent merits of his predecessor.

At this period the conversion of the natives of India to

Christianity occupied much of his thoughts and desires.

The Company's chaplains had to restrict their pastoral

labors to their own European congregation, so that they

could do but little for the natives. The Rev. David

Brown whose spirit was stirred within him at the sight

of heathen abominations, entered fully into the Governor-

General's views and feelings, and Dr. Buchanan soon after

joined these kindred spirits in their holy aspirations and

laudable endeavors.
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To Charles 'Grant, Esq.

"May 5, 1794.

" I have at last gratified your friend Mr. Brown's im

patience, and my own feelings, in the appropriation of a

place for divine worship in the new fort. The resolutions

are not yet public ; but the arrangement is formed, and

the chief engineer preparing his estimate.

" I have often reflected upon a subject which you, Mr.

v Wilberforce, and every conscientious man, must have

much at heart—the introduction of knowledge among

the natives of this country, with a view to the dissemina

tion of those principles which we know and believe to be

the foundation of temporal and eternal welfare ; without

being able to determine on the mode. The difficulties to

be encountered and surmounted are many. Our country

men in general are by no means disposed to assist the

plan ; some, from indifference ; others, from political con

siderations ; and some, from motives of infidelity. Some

would view the attempts without concern ; others would

ridicule or oppose them. You want teachers of a proper

character ; men who, from zeal, would be content to serve

God alone, without coveting Mammon ; who would wish

for no riches but the rewards of piety, and a life dedicated

to the propagation of truth. A mixed character will want

that respectability which is of the utmost importance in

giving weight to precept and instructions. If the attempt

were made with the declared support and authority of

Government, by the aid of misrepresentations it would ex*

cite alarm. I observe also the indisposition towards the

attempt in England, and how much the sentiments and

propositions of Mr. Wilberforce were misconstrued. I can

not say all that occurs to me on this subject ; but, consider

ing all things, and the necessity of accommodating the plan
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to the objections made to it, I think the proposition should

be for the Company to erect chapels at Patna, Dacca, and

Moorshedabad, and at the military stations of Bishampoor

and Bankipoor, for the use and edification of Christians ;

that the chaplains should be appointed at the recom

mendation of the Archbishop of Canterbury, with salaries

not exceeding one hundred and fifty rupees per month.

Upon this foundation, to which no objection but the ex

pense can be made—and that ought not to be mentioned

—the plan of instruction may be raised ; and zeal and

moderation in the chaplains will insure success. The na

tural children of the soldiers will be the first to receive

instruction ; and Government can not refuse its assistance

in supplying a fund for their preservation and tuition. I

give you loose hints only ; for I have much more to do

and to write than I can well execute."

" I am your affectionate," etc.

To W. Wilberforee, JEsq.

"May 15, 1794.

" Dear Sir : With scarce a moment to spare, I can not

deny myself the satisfaction of acknowledging your oblig

ing letter of the 18th of October' last. Amongst the

happy days of my life, I reckon those passed in your so

ciety ; and I hope long to feel the influence of your ex

ample and character. On the subject of your letter, I

have given my sentiments, in a cursory way, to Mr. Grant :

my time and health do not admit of more ; yet the hints

are the result of frequent reflection. No man can form a

judgment of the natives of this country, or of the Euro

peans here, who has not visited it—an observation neces

sary to be attended to in reading my suggestions to Mr.

Grant, who, I think, will see the propriety of them. The
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Company expect principle and honesty in their servants,

without endeavoring to establish the foundation of them.

Why do not they direct churches to be erected ?

" Infidelity is too prevalent in Bengal ; and I make it

a point, therefore to avow my principles ; which, I trust,

are sufficiently supported by my practice, in the hopes

that my example may have an effect upon those who

follow example alone : nor do I ever withhold advice or

encouragement, when I think it will be beneficial. We

want a good preacher in Calcutta. A man must have

respect for religion before he can attend to the sermons

of a , or a . Their expositions of the law of

Christ, however unexceptionable in matter, are little cal

culated to enforce it. I have heard one of the finest ser

mons in Jortin delivered in a manner, by , that I

scarce knew it again, although it was perfectly familiar

to me.

" I beg my respects to Mr. Thornton ; and am, with

the greatest esteem, dear sir,

" Your very obedient humble servant."

To William Bensley, Esq.

"Bengal, May 14, 1784.

" My Dear Sir :

" Of all the characters with whom I have been asso

ciated in public business, I never met with a more agree

able colleague than General Sir Robert Abercrombie.

He is a man of a real good-nature, easy, affable, and ac

commodating ; ever ready to promote, and never disposed

to retard business. In this and some other respects, from
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what I recollect was said of him in England, his disposi

tion has been misunderstood. He is certainly a man of

the strictest integrity—incapable of doing any thing that

he conscientiously thought wrong. He is generous, hos

pitable, friendly, and obliging ; with very little concern

as to pecuniary matters. In all military matters he seems

perfectly free from the little jealousy of etiquette ; and,

so far from showing any wish to encroach upon my pri

vileges or authority, would, I believe, himself point out

to me that I am entitled to. I am told he is warm, when

opposed ; but of this I have had no experience ; and I

really esteem him. You will be pleased to learn these

sentiments from me.

• * . • • • «

" I am, my dear friend," etc.

To the same.

''Bengal, Aug. 16, 1T94.

" Dear Sir :

" Five nights out of six I am without sleep ; and rise

in the morning with a languor and debility which I can

not describe—my body enervated, my head confused, and

all my faculties stupefied. But business never stops ; and

in these circumstances I am obliged to decide upon points

of the greatest importance, which do not admit of delay.

The Governor-General of India ought to be of a better

temperament : but if, from a sense of disappointment in

my pecuniary expectations, I should suppress these cir

cumstances, I should deem myself unworthy of your

friendship ; and of the public confidence, which has raised

me to the honorable situation which I hold.

" In the common occurrences of the government I do
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not feel much difficulty ; and if I could be satisfied with

a languid discharge of official duty, I might get through

it, perhaps, for two years more. But to preserve the

British Empire in India—to render improvement progres

sive—to guard against events that may shake or disar

range our system—foresight, deliberation, reflection, and

combination, are necessary ; and in these points I feel the

want of those powers which have yielded to the impres

sion of the climate. My friends sometimes flatter me by

saying : ' Business is kept up ; and things go on well.'

Nothing, I hope, has occurred of material neglect or de

triment ; but they do not see or feel as I do. To do that,

they must be in my situation. A man who holds an office,

thinks, if he receives answers to his public applications, or

resolutions upon them, regularly, that all goes well—judg

ing from the limited occurrences of his own business only.

My views extend further, whilst I feel the want of powers

to embrace the objects of them.

" For these reasons, if Lord Hobart* should arrive with

a provisional appointment to succeed me—without some

great alteration in my health which will justify hopes of

enjoying a greater portion of it during the next year—I

mean to embark for JSngland in one of the returning ships

of next season : otherwise, certainly not, unless my health

should prove an absolute disqualification. I could not

justify myself in leaving the government with my friend

Speke, as he has worse health than I have.

" I beg my respects to Mr. Routledge ; and am,

" My dear sir, with real regard," etc., etc.

* Appointed Governor of Madras, with a provisional succession to the

Governor-Generalship ; afterwards Earl of Buckinghamshire, and Pre

sident of the Board of Control.
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To Charles Grant, Esq.

"Bengal, March 7, lf95.

"My Dear Sir : Your reflections on the state ofpublic

affairs are too interesting to me not to merit my attention

and best thanks ; I own that I am sometimes tempted to

look 'with an eye of despondency towards Europe. The

sense of danger is fortunately alarmed; and prudence,

under Providence, may save my country from dangers

which can not be apprehended without melancholy. But,

without an alteration in morals and manners, the day of

reckoning will be inevitable, whether or not in my time.

Whilst we start with horror from the miseries which de

stroy the vitals of France, we ought to search well into

the causes of them, and probe ourselves, to see whether

they exist in any, and in what degree, among ourselves.

If the conduct of the nobility in that distracted nation

had not thrown down the barrier of respect with which

they were regarded .»- if they had not restrained the

powers of benevolence by profusion, and lost the public

esteem by levity and dissipation—if they had not made

the inequality of fortune more grating by the abuse of

opulence and power—and if the clergy had not exposed

themselves to ridicule, by their folly, their ignorance, and

their immorality—we should never have seen that sub

version of society which has taken place. Some altera

tion in the constitution of France might have happened,

but it would not have proceeded to the lengths of desola

tion and extermination. I know that in England things

are very different ; that the law is the measure of author

ity, and that the law is equal ; that the clergy are better

informed, and their flocks better instructed ; that the

principles of religion, however adopted, are generally

known among us ; that the feudal authority of the nobility

6
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in France is not known among us ; that there is a due

gradation in the ranks of society which connects the ex

tremes, without exhibiting them in perpetual contrast ;

that the middle order of society in England is respectable ;

and that property is more equally diffused than it was in

France. Every man who reflects must, moreover, see

that the opulence of the kingdom is the result of that

liberty and security which the constitution affords us ; and

all history shows us that the sum of happiness is as great

in England as in any country in the world. But whilst

we feel the value of our constitution—whilst we regard it

as a citadel which ought not to be surrendered—whilst

we have life to defend it—let us be careful to strengthen

the defenses which surround it, by amending ourselves.

Let those whom situation, rank, and fortune, have exalted

to be examples to the community, exhibit proper exam

ples—let them show their respect for religion and moral

ity by their attention to the duties and practice of both

—let them cultivate the public esteem by the decency

and propriety of their conduct, and conciliate affection by

benevolence. Instead of proposing innovations in the

constitution, which may degrade them to the lowest con

dition, let them study to improve themselves. It is an

old observation, that ' laws without morals are of little

avail.' The importance of the personal conduct of indi

viduals to the security of the constitution is much greater

than people in general are aware of; and the influence of

virtue is the best possible restraint upon the disorders of

society. A general good example will do more to check

that licentiousness, which is the source of discontent and

disorder, than all the penalties of law. Virtue and true

religion have a native dignity, which imposes awe while

it attracts love.

" I rejoice from my heart at the confidence which the
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people have in our present ministry ; their conduct en

titles them to it. But I should be happy to find that a

sense of national danger produced in the community

what apprehension does in the individual—a sense of re

ligion.

• • • - • • - •

" I am your affectionate."
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CHAPTER VII.

Difficulties attending his Administration—Correspondence.

It would be difficult to find in the annals of ancient or

modern history a better or more conscientious ruler than

the writer of the following paragraph :

"When I consider myself the ruler of twenty-five mil

lions of people, the controller of events which involve

the interests of my own nation as of the subjects of this

government, I tremble at the greatness of the charge. I

want, and hope I ever shall want, the callous insensibility

of those politicians who can distinguish between public

and private happiness, and care not who are miserable, if

their plan succeeds. I consider every native of India,

whatever his situation may be, as having a claim upon

me ; and that I have not a right to dedicate an hour to

amusement further than as it is conducive to health, and

so far to the dispatch of business. I look forward to the

time when I must render an account of my commissions,

as well as omissions."

Sir John Shore's administration had much to contend

with in the discontent of the army—the hostility and

treachery of the native princes especially : the turbulent

and formidable Tippoo, on the one hand, and the wily

Zemaun, Shah of Lahore, on the other ; the menacing
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attitude of the Dutch and French settlers ; the distracted

state of Oude, and the vexatious disputes with the Ma

dras Presidency. A person of less magnarninity than

the Governor-General would have been appalled by such

formidable difficulties, but his wisdom and courage

gained clearness and force adequate to the circumstances

in which he was placed.

His urbanity and integrity never failed to secure the

object he had in view. In reviewing his public services,

he could thus write to his old friend, Mr. Charles Giant •

To Charles Grant, Esq.

"Bengal, Jan■ 7, 1797.

" My Dear Sir :

"In reverting to the public transactions during my

administration, including national politics as well as do

mestic dissatisfaction, it has been rather a turbulent

scene. I am not conscious that I ever felt intimidated,

or incapable of forming decisive resolutions when they

were required. Relying upon Providence, and constantly

invoHng its protection, I have gone on with confidence

in my principles, with doubt as to my judgment, and with

submission to the event, as the dispensation of the Al

mighty. Yet my mind has not always preserved an equal

tenor. I have been dispirited by disease, occasionally

overwhelmed by the climate, and fluctuating in decision.

I trust that these sensations are proofs of human infirmity

only, or of my bodily debility, rather than of a deficiency

in my religious principles. When you consider the em

barrassed politics of the Nizam and the Mahrattas, the

ever-to-be-suspected enmity of Tippoo, the madness of

the French, the disorder in our army in Bengal, there
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has been surely enough to agitate any common mind,

anxious for human prosperity, and for the particular wel

fare of those interests which are intrusted to my superin

tendence. When I reflect that the happiness of many

millions depends upon my resolves, I can not be without

anxiety ; and if my dependence were upon myself alone,

I should shrink from the duties of my situation. But I

thank my God with heartfelt gratitude, that He has given

me grace to look up to Him ! and the portion of my

gratitude is doubled, when I look back to the dangers

which I have escaped. Without these sentiments, in my

state of health, I should indeed have been a most misera

ble wretch—a prey to disease, anxiety, and misery—

without hope, without confidence ; and I must have sunk

into despair. And above all, I look back to the hours of

indisposition as some of the happiest occurrences of my

life ; as the mild chastisements of a Being of infinite be

nevolence ; as opportunities for reflection ; and as admo

nitions to persevere and improve in the religious culture

of my mind. May my gratitude for these blessings never

cease ! Yet I am sensible of omissions and negligences,

and that without1 the continuance of heavenly assistance

my efforts must be in vain.

• " I lose also, by these ships, my friend George Robin

son.* His judgment and assistance were of essential use

to me ; and I shall not find it easy to supply the want of

them. He and Mrs. Robinson have lately lost two child

ren, and his determination to return to England proceeds

from this. I trust it has had the good effect of making

him think seriously on religion. Lady Shore has contri

buted her assistance to promote it with Mrs. Robinson,

and I have not neglected to do the same with Robinson.

* Afterwards Sir George Robinson.
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I trust that our efforts have not heen fruitless. What a

happiness for man that he has a God to look up to in the

hour of distress ! What happiness, when this frame of

mind becomes habitual! Most thoroughly am I con

vinced that all the cheerfulness, integrity, or self-command

which I possess are due to the doctrines of the New Tes

tament ; and that in proportion as I neglect them, I be

come restless, uneasy, apprehensive, and unhappy.

^ "I am," etc.

Sir John Shore's manner of writing to his brother

shows how well he had weighed the evidences of Christ

ianity :

To the Hev. T. W. Shore.

"Dec. 21, 1796.

" My Dkar Beother :

• • • •a. • •

" Few persons occupied as I am bestow more time, I

believe, in serious reading. Jortin is still my favorite ;

and amongst other books, I have lately perused his re

marks on Ecclesiastical History. But few literary com

positions have afforded me more pleasure than Paley's

JSoidences, which approach to demonstration as nearly as

moral testimony can do. My opinion was before fixed,

and I trust unalterably ; but the train of reasoning which

led to conviction in me, is, as far as his book goes, the

same which Paley has followed, but with a clearness, pre

cision, and solidity which I could not attain. I will ven

ture to assert that few books were ever published so well

calculated to overturn the sophistry and quibbles of a

Hume or Gibbon, and to satisfy those who search for

truth impartially. If ever I have the pleasure to meet
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the Archdeacon, I shall give him the satisfaction of in

forming him, that his work, to my knowledge, has had a

most beneficial influence on some minds. I have also

read with great delight Watson's reply to Tom Paine's

rascally effusions :

Delirant (philosophi) plectuntur Achiyi.

_-• < • •

" Dr. Roxburgh is our botanist, and a most able one.

He has sent home about thirteen hundred drawings of

Indian plants, now publishing at the expense of the Court

of Directors, and under the auspices of Sir Joseph Banks.

Considering the duties which every individual in this

country has to discharge, the inclemency of the climate,

and the numerous obstacles to all scientific researches, I

do not think we merit the reproach of carelessness or

indifference. Our Society is a centre to which numerous

rays converge ; and although they may not be very bril

liant, they afford some light. Our sun is forever set;

and he will not soon be succeeded by another. You will

conceive I mean Sir William Jones."

• • • a •

The object of Sir John Shore's visit to Oude, one of

the most momentous transactions during his administra

tion, is fajly detailed in the following letters :

To Lady Shore.

"Benares, Feb. 8, 1797.

" I weote to you a very hurried scrawl yesterday, giv

ing you.an- account of my occupations. At half-past two,

I proceeded in state, accompanied by Collins, George,

and Edmonstone, to visit the Begum, or widow of the

eldest son of the present King of Delhi, who resided in

Benares, and died a few years ago, and his two sons.
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" These poor descendants of imperial dignity maintain

the forms of royalty ; and we mutually acted parts in

consistent with our real characters ; I, the Represent

ative of our power, professing humility and submission

before the dependents on the bounty of the Company ;

whilst they, who are the objects of charity, and feeling

their situation,- thought it incumbent on them to use the ,

language of princes. I was caparisoned with a sword,

shield, and turban ; and the princes took off their jackets,

which I put on. In short, what between sensibility at

the misfortunes of those descendants from the stock of

Tamerlane, and my sense of the ridiculous character I

was acting, my feelings can not be described.

" I arrived here without any thing ; and I have found

every thing. Ton have heard of the talisman which had

the power of the magician's wand ; it was waved, and

fixtures appeared. The name of the Governor-General is

a talisman, which will not indeed erect palaces, but give

me the use of them ; it produces plenty in the midst of

wilds, and conveniences in the land of sterility.

" To-day, I go to visit the Rajah of Benares, where I

expect to find a complete contrast to the misery of yes

terday ; not that the princes are in fact miserable, for

they have at least ten thousand rupees per month. To

day I expect to find all the comforts of opulence and

happy dependence.

" I have no fears about Zemaun Shah : he was at La

hore on the lYth of January : and if he come to Delhi

this year, he must make haste. I think the prospective

danger alarming ; the immediate danger, a very good in

strument in promoting my views with the Vizier. There

are politics for you ! My prayers attend you all I

6*
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" From Benares to Juanpoor the road was too dusty

to admit of my observing the country ; but the scenery

around Juanpoor is delightful. The town was built more

than four hundred years ago, and was long the residence

of dignity and opulence ; the remains of which it still ex

hibits, in mosques, and other buildings of great beauty

and magnitude. The large mosque is very grand : the

centre is more than a hundred feet in length. The

representation of it by Daniel was most accurate, and

not exaggerated. There is another of less dimensions

and more beautiful workmanship ; and mosques are scat

tered all over the country, which abounds with topes, or

groves, placed with an elegance, the merit of which taste

might arrogate, although I believe it to be due to chance.

There are no hills or dales ; but the face of the country

is beautifully undulated, so as to be free from the dull

uniformity of a flat. The fort is a romantic and interest

ing building, in ruins sufficient to give it a most pic

turesque appearance ; but still capable, with a very little

expense, of being made impregnable to all but European

artillery. It has also, literally and metaphorically, sub

limity ; for I conceive the highest bastions to be elevated

eighty or a hundred feet above the level of the River

Goomty, which winds at the foot of it, with a stream as

broad and as clear as the Thames at Richmond. We

passed by a paved bridge of stone consisting of thirteen

arches, built, as I ascertained by a Persian inscription,

more than four hundred years ago. I could almost

fancy, when I was upon it, that I was trampling an Eng

lish pavement. Why could you not be with me, my

dear wife ?"
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" Fifty-six milesfrom Lucknow, Feb. 19, 1797.

" The Nabob and myself visit daily, and are in the best

humor imaginable with each other. His disposition is

naturally good, but irritated by bad advisers, mean asso

ciates, and absolute power ; which, however, he does not

exercise cruelly. He promotes rather than performs bad

actions. A few years ago, an Englishman, for his Excel

lency's amusement, introduced the elegant European

diversion of a race in sacks by old women ; the Nabob

was delighted beyond measure, and declared, that al

though he had spent a crore of rupees, or a million ster

ling, in procuring entertainment, he had never found one

so pleasing to him. So much for the amusements of sove

reignty ! Every evening, almost, he stupefies himself

with opium ; the effects of which are often felt in the

morning, in sickness, vomiting, languor, and dejection of

spirits. His confidents are the meanest and lowest

people ; he dreads the society of men of worth, capable

of controlling his conduct.

• •••••

"February 21,1797.

• . • • . r « «

" With the Vizier all goes on well, and, I trust, will

end well. Tufuzzool Hossein Khan smooths my way;

and has, by superior merit and wisdom, and respectabili

ty of character, a marked ascendency over the Lucknow

minions. I rode thirteen miles this morning, on two of

the finest horses in India ; and made no more of a ditch

or a bank than if I had been a regular fox-hunter all my

life.
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" I am not unmindful of the goodness of Providence

to me; and my thoughts frequently turn towards my

Maker with gratitude. I pray to Him to give me a due

sense of His mercies, and to protect, support, and com

fort you and my dear children."

• • •

"Lucknow, Feb. 26, 1797.

"In the evening of yesterday I dined with General

Martine ; who is a most extraordinary character, and

every thing about him. The house is built on the bank

of the River Goomty, and boats passed under the room in

which we dined. He has under-ground apartments, even

with the edge of the water, the most comfortable in the

world in hot weather, and most elegantly decorated. As

the water rises, he ascends; the lower story is always

filled by the river in the rains, and the second generally ;

when the water subsides, they are repaired and deco

rated. The two rooms containing the company, consist

ing of somewhat more than forty ladies and gentlemen,

were covered with glasses, pictures, and prints ; in short,

you could see no walls three feet from the floor. He

had a pair of glasses ten feet in length, and proportion-

ably wide ; and estimated his glasses and lustres only, in

the said two rooms, at forty thousand rupees, or £4500.

It would require a week at least to examine the contents

of his house. The old General is a Swiss; and talks

English about a degree better than Tiritta, interlarding

every sentence with ' What do you call it ?' 'Do

you see ?' He is, however, a man of much penetra

tion and observation ; and his language would be elegant

if it corresponded with his ideas. His singularities are

amusing, not ridiculous. There was dancing in the even
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ing ; and a very pretty exhibition of fire-works on the

opposite side of the river, which pleased me, and would

have delighted and frightened Charlotte."

"February 28, 1797.

• • • • ■ •

"This day I had a private audience with the Na

bob, from which we separated both much pleased. I

have, however, refused a fortune for you and your

younger children. Notwithstanding he was repeatedly

told that I would accept nothing, he had prepared five

lacs of rupees and eight thousand gold mohurs for me ;

of which I was to have four lacs, my attendants one, and

your Ladyship the gold. My answer to his Excellency

was this : That a barleycorn from him. was equal in my

sight to a million ; but that I could not but express my

concern that he and his people were so ignorant of our

customs, and of my character, to make such an offer,

which I peremptorily declined. I added, that I had seen

in his shusha kana (literally, glass-house, but a complete

European shop) some pictures of his Excellency, of which

I begged to have one, as a memorial of his frienclship ;

and I took one, about fifteen inches square, done by

Zoffani, (not set with diamonds,) which is a strong resem

blance ©f the Nabob ; and for which, to say the truth, I

would not give two-pence* It pleased him."

"March 3, 1797.

a . . . a •

" I have had another conversation with the Vizier to

day; and am in good spirits, which is more than the

* Excepting some rings, of no value, sent to Lady Teignmouth by

the blind old King of Delhi, this portrait was the only present from a

Native Sovereign which Lord Teignmouth recoived in India.
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Vizier was yesterday. He is a weather-cock ; and to fix

him, is my task—' No easy one,' you will say. After

leaving me, he was closeted with his crew of fools, pan

ders, and flatterers : and when Tufuzzool visited him in

the evening, he told him I wanted to turn his house

topsy-turvy, and sweep the Augean stable clean. I

wish I could ! but I am not a Hercules, to contend with

monsters. This was before his favorites. He then had a

private and confidential communication with Tufuzzool,

who is minutely informed of all my acts and words, and

who, with that masterly eloquence and honor which he

possesses, strengthened and enforced all the dictates of

my wisdom, parried the suggested inferences of the base

crew, soothed his apprehensions, and inspired him with

confidence in me. All this I knew before. ,

" Tufuzzool Hossein Khan is an invaluable man to me :

he even speaks plainer to the Nabob than I do. His

reflection on what has passed, is, ' That I have done as

much as possible since I have been here, unless I had

adopted the dragooning plan.' Nous verrons ! "

"March 19, 1797.

" Having written thus far, I retired to my room, and,

with a devotion I was happy to feel, poured forth my

confessions and supplications to the Almighty, imploring

His pardon for my offenses, grace to be sensible of His

mercy to me, His assistance as well in my temporal as

spiritual concerns, and His protection upon you and my

dear babes. I find my mind easier for the performance

of this duty. How little are my performances, in com

parison to what they ought to be ! I think God knows



MEMOIES OF LOEB TEIGNMOUTH, 135

that He is in my heart, and that I have not forgotten

Him. As trust in His providence is my support, in Him

I put my reliance.

" I shall certainly remain here time enough to hear of

your arrival in Calcutta. Such a scene of folly and con

tradictions I never witnessed; but I wade through it

quietly, steadily, and with a temperance I hardly thought

myself master of. I trust that God will prosper my en

deavors, by showing me the right way."

• • • • • •

To William Wilberforce, Esq.

"Lucknow, March 25, 1?97.

"My Deae Sir : Your obliging letter of the 2d July,

from Buxton, reached me at this place, whilst I was con

versing with the Nabob. I left the seat of my govern

ment to pay him a visit— not entirely of ceremony, as

you may suppose ; and, since my arrival here, I have

been talking to him upon subjects which never entered

his imagination—the prosperity of his country, the hap

piness of his subjects, the improvement of his adminis

tration, and the dignity of his character. Mendici,

mimce, JSalatrones, hoe genus omne, with fools, knaves,

and sycophants, compose the court of the illustrious

ruler of millions ! Never did I undertake so unpleasant

a task. If I have not, however, impressed him with

ideas more suitable to his situation, I have at least estab

lished the influence of the Company with him on

stronger grounds than before.

"I will not subject myself to an imputation of flattery,

by telling all that I feel on your reelection for the Coun

ty of York. It does you credit, and honor to your con

stituents. By the same post which brought me your
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letter, I received one mentioning the election of a gentle

man with whom I am distantly connected, and that it

cost him £50,000 !

" I could write to you volumes of serious reflections,

which have originated at this place, if I had not other

duties which require every moment of my time. I am

now not far from Delhi, once the capital of the largest

empire in the world, Russia perhaps excepted. The pre

sent possessor of the throne, the descendant of Tamer

lane, lives in darkness, surrounded with empty state and

real penury, a pensioner on the niggard bounty of the

Mahrattas, from whom he receives less than the Duke of

Bedford does from his tenants. He supplicates me on

the terms of royalty ; and his son is here, a dependent

on the benevolence of the Nabob, from whom he receives

a comfortable subsistence. Wonderful are the dispens-

tions of Providence ! and I feel them in myself. •

"I shall now reply to your Postscript. Our Nabob

furnishes an instance in point. For the last seventeen

years of his life, he has been in the habit of taking

opium, the produce of this country, and, from its adul

teration, less powerful than that which comes from

Turkey, in perhaps a fifth degree. He began with a

very small quantity, about two grains per diem ; and he

now takes four pills of about twenty grains each, in the

course of the twenty-four hours ; certainly equal to sixty-

four grains of the strongest Turkey opium, He assures

me that it never affects his appetite or strength, and there

is no appearance of decay in either. He enjoys a re

markably good state of health ; and is subject, as far as

I can learn, to no complaint, but occasional vomiting

in a moderate degree, which requires no medical assist
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ance. Some years ago, there was a native of India, re

siding here who swallowed, if a variety of eye-witnesses

may be credited, a quantity of opium, (horresco referens !)

in the course of twenty-four hours, not less than a pound

and a half! He was a stout corpulent man ; and died at

the age of seventy, after a short illness of three days.

My Nabob is about forty-eight years old. There are

many who take one or two ounces a-day. In general, it

has b#een found that the habitual use of any given quan

tity loses its effect; that, to continue its efficacy, the

quantity must be increased; that it brings on a thin

habit, and debility; that if, by accident, the dose is

omitted, languor, anxiety, and depression succeed ; and

that it induces premature old age. During the use of it,

the spirits are improved ; and I do not find that the

Nabob sleeps more than others, or that the use of opium

would disqualify him for business, if no other disqualifi

cation existed.

" Upon the whole, I think, from observation, that the

use of it, commenced at a period of life when the natural

infirmities begin, might often tend to relieve them, with

out any material ill consequence. The bad effects of

opium are most conspicuous in those who indulge in it at

an early period. I may hereafter be able to send you a

better detail. I must now conclude, with an assurance

that I have the greatest pleasure in subscribing myself,

" My dear sir, your very sincere," etc.

To the Mm. Jonathan Duncan.

"Calcutta, May 10, 1797.

" Dear Duncan :

• •••••

"My time at Lucknow, where I remained about sis

weeks, did not pass in amusement, or even pleasantly. I
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was engaged in the very disagreeable attempt of making

an Ethiopian white ; and I can not flatter myself that I

have made much impression on his complexion.

" I could, upon the dragooning plan, have accomplished

all this in five days; upon my principles it required as

many weeks. I was, however, obliged to appear some

what angry with his Excellency ; and he has been very

angry since I went away, and very submissive. ,

" I enter into your feelings on public business, because

I participate them in some degree; and my feelings

are not as much alive as yours. Whenever my judg

ment is fully satisfied about any measure, I may and

must be solicitous about the result ; and I care not what

judgments are passed upon it. Do you not see that

there is not a single measure of consequence proposed by

the Minister in Europe which is not impugned by the

Opposition ? I mean to do well ; I want not common-

sense ; and I take pains to form the best judgment I can

upon events ; the rest must depend upon what I can not

control. You must, my friend, assume a greater confi

dence in yourself, and act more independently of opinion.

You never will go on with the business satisfactorily

without it. All your letters, even on trifling subjects,

betray the extreme anxiety which you feel ; it is a proof

of the goodness of your principles, and of your zeal for

the public good ; but all the world knows them, and ad

mits them. My letters from Europe are very satisfac

tory and encouraging; but I should not have been

affected had they been otherwise.

• • • ■ • •

" I repeat again, you want nothing but a confidence in

yourself.
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• • " • • > •

" Surely there is no comparison between you and your

predecessor, either in judgment, experience, or zeal.

Possessing those talents in the degree you do, you must

not let the world suspect your diffidence ; they will draw

conclusions to your prejudice from it.

" I am your affectionate^" etc.

To Charles Chant, Esq.

. "Bengal, June 6, 1797.

• • • • • a

"I am by no means sorry to have undertaken this jour

ney. It has enabled me to see clearly into the character

of the Vizier, and the state of things at Lucknow ; and has

convinced me that the knowledge which I had before of

both was, in many respects, imperfect, and in some er

roneous. If such be the case with your governments in

India, notwithstanding the means which we possess of

acquiring information, and diligence to avail myself of

them, how comparatively little must your knowledge in

England be ! It has ever been my practice, as well as

duty, to communicate to you all that I possess myself;

but still there is a very wide, difference between the

knowledge acquired by observation and report; it is like

the judgments formed upon oral or written evidence;

and you are well apprised how much the behavior of

the witness augments or diminishes the weight of his

testimony.

" I have seen Mr. Buchanan,* whom I like much. His

conduct during the voyage was highly meritorious, and

* The Rev. Claudius Buchanan.
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introduced him into Bengal with the applause of his

shipmates. Much of his time was devoted to the in

struction of the young men. He is now hesitating whe

ther or not to settle in Calcutta; and I am waiting

to learn his determination, from our friend Brown. I

can not mention his name without adding my respect

and esteem for him. If, upon full consideration of cir

cumstances, Mr. Buchanan should decide upon residing

in Calcutta, I shall take upon myself to provide a proper

footing for himr • . .

" It is our determination, as far as it is practicable for

us to form it, to embark for England next season. I

should most seriously regret any disappointment ; and

the war, of the termination of which I see no immediate

prospect, will not deter us. Madness still rages in

France; and Providence must interpose for the relief

of the miseries of mankind. The treatment of Lord

Malmesbury was most indignant ; and Burke, like Cas

sandra, appears to have been too true a prophet. The

nation will, however, be convinced that the continuance

of the war is not owing to the Minister ; in whose abili

ties under Providence, I have the firmest reliance. I

wrote to Mr. Wilberforce from Lucknow ; and am still

indebted both to him and Mr. Thornton. Happy shall I

be to meet you in their society ; and to be in a situation

where I may with less interruption attend to the con

cerns of a future state. I thank God that they are not

obliterated from my heart ! With our most affectionate

remembrance to Mrs. Grant and your family,

" I am, my dear sir,

" Tour sincere and obliged friend."
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To William Bensley, Esq.

"Bengal, July 21, 1797.

"My Deab Feiehd: The newspapers from England

anticipated the official notice of the reappointment of

Marquis Cornwallis to the Government-General and com

mand of the army in India ; and your obliging letter, an

nouncing the same important event. Nothing could

have more surprised or pleased me. The sacrifice made

by the Marquis is a magnanimous instance of his patriot

ism. I thank you and my friends most sincerely for

undertaking for my assistance to his Lordship ; and I

promise you that it shall be most cordially and cheer

fully offered. My acknowledgments are due to the

Honorable Court for the terms of their orders respecting

me. I receive them as a flattering approbation of my

conduct, which has ever, at least, been decided by zeal

and integrity. You will readily conclude that I shall

not hesitate a moment to act under Lord Cornwallis, if

he wishes it, as long as I remain in India. I always es

teemed, loved, and respected him ; and I should indeed

think meanly of myself, if vanity or personal consider

ations should influence me to withdraw from the adminis

tration of India, while my assistance in it can be ren

dered useful. His last resolution has increased my vene

ration for his character ; and with his example before me,

I shall be proud of emulating it.

" I am your affectionate friend."

In a memorial of Sir John Shore's services, compiled

at the India House, this generous offer respecting his old

friend Lord Cornwallis, is noticed with much approba

tion.
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CHAPTER VIII.

Expedition against the Spanish Islands—the Oude Succession—

Elevation to the Irish Peerage—Correspondence—Return to

England.

The return of the Governor-General from Lucknow

was signalized by his fitting out an expedition against

the Spanish Islands. The military command was intrust

ed to the Duke of Wellington, then the Honorable Colo

nel Wellesley, in command of the Thirty-Third Regi

ment.

Marquis Cornwallis thus speaks of the future hero in a

letter of introduction to Sir John Shore :

" Whitehall, June 10, 1796.

" Dear Sir : I beg leave to introduce to you Colonel

Wellesley, who is Lieutenant-Colonel of my regiment ; he

is a sensible man, and a good officer, and will, I have no

doubt, conduct himself in a manner to merit your appro

bation.

" I am, with great regard, dear Sir,

" Most faithfully yours."

After their first interview, the Governor-General re

marked, that " If Colonel Wellesley should ever have

the opportunity of distinguishing himself, he will do it,

and greatly." '

Of his astonishing powers in discerning character, the

following instances are mentioned by his son :
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On one occasion, having joined in play with a boy

whom his father had brought to Lord Teignmouth's

house, he was suddenly forbidden by the latter associat

ing with him : Lord Teignmouth accompanying the pro

hibition with the remark, that there was something in

his countenance indicating that he would not come to a

good end. The individual in question was young Poli-

dori, the future companion of Byron ; and the prediction,

uttered so emphatically that it could not be forgotten,

was but too accurately fulfilled. It is well known that

the unfortunate youth terminated a licentious career by

suicide.

Lord Teignmouth was equally happy in another and

very different prognostication. His son was sitting by

his side, under the gallery of the House of Cofnmons,

when Sir Robert (then Mr.) Peel delivered one of his

earliest speeches, from one of the upper Ministerial

benches. Lord Teignmouth, having listened to him with

much attention, observed instantly, as Mr. Peel sat down :

" If that young man should live, I should not be surprised

to see him filling some of the first situations in the

country."

The following correspondence shows the British pluck

of which the young officer was even then possessed :

Hon. Colonel Welksley to Sir John Shore.

"Heroine, Aug. 6, 1797.

" Sir : I have just received an order from Major-Gen-

eral St. Leger, stating that, ' in case of coming to action,

the troops will be under the command of the captains of

the ships.' In the different conversations you did me the

honor to hold with me upon this subject, I uniformly
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stated it to be my determination that every assistance

should be given to work and fight the ships. I told you

that the directions of the captains of the Indiamen, upon

those occasions, would of course be obeyed : and I com

municated to you an extract of my instructions to the

officers commanding the troops on board the different

ships upon this subject, which you thought fully sufficient.

Confiding, then, that there would be no order from supe

rior authority to put me, or the regiment I have the honor

to command, in any situation under the command of the

captains of the Indiamen, (however I or every other offi

cer might think it necessary that we and the men should

obey their orders upon certain occasions,) I embarked

with the regiment—a step which, however attached I

may be to the King's service, I would sooner have quit

ted it than have taken, had I known that matter was to

be arranged as I find it is. .

" In addition to the objections I have to be under the

command of persons who have thrown so many difficul

ties in the way of the service ; and who are now throw

ing so many, that I shall probably be obliged to write an

official complaint of some of them before the fleet sails :

.and in addition to the difficulties of obliging officers (par

ticularly field-officers) to put themselves under the com

mand of captains of Indiamen, or of taking the soldiers

from under the orders of their own officers, there is this

legal objection to the measure, namely, that the captains

of the Indiamen have no legal method of enforcing obe

dience to their orders from their own seamen, much less

will they have it of enforcing obedience from soldiers ;

and therefore if it does not suit the pleasure of the men,

they will not obey them.

" In my opinion, it would have been better to have left

the matter where I placed it, and have trusted to the
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good sense and honor of the officers, and to the spirit of

the soldiers, that every assistance would bo given when

the occasion might require it ; and in that case, as they

would not have felt themselves or their service disgraced,

their exertions would have been greater, and their assist

ance more cordial than it can be expected to be under

the existing circumstances.

" However, sir, uncomfortable as I feel it embarking

under such circumstances, I shall do every thing in my

power, and shall make those under me do every thing in

their power, to forward the service ; and I hope that you

will find that those whose ambitious claims have been

complied with will do the same.

" I have the honor to be, sir,

" Your most obedient humble servant,

"A. Wellesley."

Sir John Shore to the Son. Colonel Wellesley.

''•August 8, 1797.

"Dear Sie : I return a private answer to your letter

of the fifth, which, from the superscription, I conclude to

be official.

" Nothing could have given me greater concern than

the tenor of your letter, as I am sorry to confess that I

have inadvertently been tho occasion of the order issued

by General St. Leger, which is conformable to the terms

of the instructions given to him and Captain Murray.

By what inadvertence it escaped me, I am at a loss to

conceive ; but I am anxious to impress you with a con

viction that inadvertence alone could have occasioned, on

my part, any instructions hurtful to your feelings, or to

those of the gentlemen under your command.

" No man can be more impressed than I am with a

1
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sense of the zeal, alacrity, and spirit shown by yourself,

and the officers and men of your regiment ; and I had

flattered myself with the pleasing expectation of having,

as far as depended upon me, done every thing in my

power to render the service agreeable to you.

" I repeat my regret at an occurrence which appears

to have afforded you any uneasiness, and add my hope

that the orders dispatched yesterday, in revocation of

that part of the instructions which has been the occasion

of it, will reach the ships before their departure.

" I am, dear sir,

" Your very sincere and obedient humble servant."

To Charles Grant, Esq■

"Bengal, Sept. 13, 1797.

" My Dbar See :

" The limits of our political relations are widely ex

tended of late years ; and the character and designs of

the rulers of Persia and Teheran now come within the

scope of our deliberations. Our correspondence extends

from Bagdad to Borneo, and includes all the interjacent

powers. The power of Britain in the East is a Colossus

formed of very unassimilating materials, and standing

upon a basis of doubtful solidity. It will resist many

shocks ; but the repetition of them weakens it ; and I

think it more likely to crumble to pieces, than to fall by

an earthquake. If it please God to conduct me safe and

in health to England, I shall devote some hours on my

voyage to reflections which may be of use, in preventing

future ruin.

"But the duration of this political statue may be

shortened by events at home ; and although I am not
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disposed to be gloomy in anticipating evils, in cases where

my personal reputation is not concerned, I can not see

the awful situation of affairs in Europe without the most

serious reflections. Great Britain is now left without an

ally to carry on a war with an inveterate enemy ; and the

most unexpected success can not prove an adequate com

pensation for the evils of it. I do not mean, by this

reflection, to blame our Ministry, for I am rather disposed

to believe that whatever their disposition might be, war

was inevitable ; nor am I convinced, by any arguments

that I have yet had, that it was in the power of the Min

istry to make a proper peace. At home, I see no altera

tion in manners ; the national burden increases, without

inducing private economy ; calamity and apprehension

prevail, yet the same dissipation continues. Of worldly

fear there is enough ; of religious fear, too little. Re

formation in the State is loudly called for by those who

are incapable of reforming themselves ; as if it were pos

sible to establish public virtue without private integrity ;

to compose an aggregate of probity from the materials

of pollution. My only consolation ia a reliance upon

Providence ; who, to punish the disobedience and lessen

the presumption of mankind, plunges them in miseries

from which nothing but the Divine assistance can extri

cate them. ' When affairs are at the worst,' the homely

proverb says, ' they mend ; ' and I am willing to hope,

that having less to settle than we had before, the diffi

culty of a pacification may be less.

" It is always natural for people to look at home ; and

on this principle I most particularly recommend that no

foreign nations—that is, neither the Dutch nor the French

—be allowed national establishments in Bengal. You

know the trouble which they formerly occasioned ; and

we may be assured that, under the new order of things
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in France, it will not in future be less. But this is the

least important consideration. From their factorial es

tablishments in India they will derive the means of politi

cal connection with foreign powers, and of carrying on

perpetual intrigues for our destruction. I hope, however,

before this reflection can reach you, that it will not be a

subject of discussion. In judging of Indian affairs, you

must ever be careful to allow for the progress of things.

Bengal is as different now from what it was ten years

ago, as it then was, upon comparison, with the state of

things ten years before that period.

" I rejoice, rather for the sake of the public than on

your own account, on finding your name in the direction.

I rejoice on my own account. In you, habit, I believe,

has more influence than your own judgment; which

would rather induce you to retire from a situation in

which your desire of contributing to the public good

must always greatly exceed your ability to establish it.

Some good, however, must be the result of your efforts ;

and this consideration might supersede the regret that

you can not do more. I shall hardly be tempted, on my

return to England, if the option were given to me, of

taking part in public affairs. I would rather accept an

office in which my personal efforts might be moderately

useful, and in which I could act unfettered by the inter

ests, views, or opposition of others ; such, for instance,

as the office of a country magistrate, or, in plain words,

of a Justice of the Peace. Great and extensive benefits,

personal as well as practical, would result from the con

scientious discharge of the duties of this office by an able

man. It is a pity, not to say disgraceful, that its real

importance should be so ill understood, or, what comes

Jo the same thing, so little attended to.

" I am your affectionate friend."
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To William Wilberforce, Esq.

"Bengal, Sept. 13, 1797.

" My Dear Sie : It is really a pleasure to me to ac

knowledge the receipt of your two letters of the sixth

and nineteenth of January. Much of my other corre

spondence is half-official and half-friendly. With you, it

originates from one unmixed source.

•' Of your kind letter of the sixth of January, if I were

to speak in the oriental style, I should say it was ' a rose

from the rose-garden of friendship,' and with much more

sincerity than is usually annexed to such compliments,

Worldly honors, or worldly approhation, are really little

in my estimation ; but the approbation or confidence of a

friend, which is the most flattering approbation, is a real

gratification to me. It is still more so, to find so much

correspondence between your reflections and mine.

With a distracted head, and unaccommodating attention,

I give many hours to the perusal of religious books, and

to reflections on religious subjects ; and it is not a little

extraordinary that the same idea should have occurred to

me which has also occurred to you. If you were with

me, I could show you many pages of my own composition

in favor of religion, which I hope some time or other to

weave into a form fit for publication. But I must have

the approbation of those who have studied the subject

more, before I should venture—if I should ever have cou

rage to do it—to give any book to the world in my own

name. The minds of men appear to me as various as

their faces ; and this variety I beliove to be the natural

constitution of man, as well as of habit and education.

The minds of the same men are no less various under dif

ferent circumstances of health, situation, society, and
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example ; and a subject •will often make an impression

according to the mode in which it is treated. When the

foundation is established, the superstructure may be

erected with less difficulty. If this reflection be just, it

furnishes a good argument for new publications on reli

gious subjects, although nothing new may be urged, and

will be my excuse for the attempt.

"Amongst other volumes which I have read in this

country, Butler's Sermons forms one. There are two

amongst them which I have read with infinite delight—

the thirteenth and fourteenth : ' On the Love of God.'

. You will find in it a thorough knowledge of the heart

and nature of man : deep thought, an ardent yet rational

enthusiasm, a sublimity of conception, and nervous ex

pression. There is one idea which I had almost called

angelical, which lifts the soul beyond all worldly thoughts

to a sublimity which it can hardly bear. I will quote a

few words which describe it : 'In this world, it is only

the effects of wisdom, power, and greatness which you

discern. It is not impossible that, hereafter, the qualities

themselves in the Supreme Being may be the immediate

objects of contemplation. What an object is the universe

to a creature, if there be a creature who can comprehend

its system ! But it must be an infinitely higher exercise

of the understanding, to view the scheme of it in that

mind which projected it, before its foundations were laid.

And surely we have meaning to the words, when we

speak of going further, and viewing not only the system

in His mind, but the wisdom and intelligence itself, from

whence it proceeded ? '

" The Sermons of Butler are, however, too metaphy

sical for a promiscuous audience : better adapted for the

closet than for the pulpit—to those who have aided reli

gion by contemplation, who are already advanced in
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piety, than to the generality of mankind or Christians.

The conclusion of the sermon in question is wonderfully

sublime.

"A recommendation of a sermon by a Governor-Gen

eral ! I hope it will not be, in future, a very rare occur

rence. My last was written from Lucknow ; and I can

only add, that

" I am, my dear sir,

" Tour sincere," etc., etc.

To Hugh Inglis, Esq.

"Bengal, Sept. 13, 1797.

" My Dear Friend :

" Lord Hobart has certainly great vigor and energy,

and I believe him to be actuated by great zeal for the

public good ; and with the experience which he has now

acquired, I think he would discharge the functions of

Governor-General very ably. With respect to myself, I

am almost worn out ; and shall most gladly resign my

station, either to Lord Hobart, or to any other person

you may think proper to appoint.* His Lordship, I learn

officially, has decided upon the relinquishment of the

expedition ; and although I have not his reasons for it, I

have no doubt that they are solid. He has the fullest

sanction of this government for the decision, under cer

tain limitations.

" I have now the portraits of Lord Clive, Mr. Hastings,

and Lord Cornwallis, in the Government House ; and if

* The appointment was at first destined to Lord Cornwallis ; but

eventually devolved on the Marquis "Wellesley, then Earl of Morning-

ton.
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I could have procured a portrait of Mr. Carter, he should

have heen added to the list. If he is not so great a man

as those whom I have mentioned, he is as good as the

best.

" I am, my dear friend," etc., etc.

When about to return to England, the Governor-

General received information of the spuriousness of Vizier

Ali's birth, in consequence of which he was compelled to

re-visit Oude, for the purpose of reexamining the grounds

of his former decision and rectifying the error he had so

inadvertently committed. It was a business requiring all

the sagacity, judgment, coolness, and decision of the

highest intellect.

Vizier Ali was a desperate character, surrounded by

dependents more desperate than himself. Sir John

Shore's intimate acquaintance with the oriental languages,

and rare perception of the native character, rendered

him invaluable assistance. While his followers were

alarmed at the formidable preparations made at Lucknow

by Vizier Ali, and his adherents, apparently with a view

to resist his interference, the Governor-General was calm,

confident in the justice of his cause and its ultimate

success.

He took up his residence in the neighborhood of the

city, and notwithstanding the remonstrance of European

and native functionaries, accepted an invitation from

Vizier Ali himself 'to breakfast, while perfectly aware of

his sanguinary intentions, though he was attended only

by some few unarmed gentlemen of his suite. Having

secured the influence of the elder Begum, and submitted

the peace of Lucknow to her care, he found little diffi

culty in inducing her to bestow the Rhelat of investiture

on Saadut Ali, the rightful heir to the throne, though she
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had already intrigued in favor of the succession of his

younger brother, Mirza Jungly.

The accession to the throne was attended with much

excitement and warlike preparations. To calm Saadut

Ali's fears, the Governor-General made him ride on his

own elephant. The elder Begum was true to her promise,

and the rightful heir was justly placed on his throne.

" In the progress of this revolution," continues the

narrative, " many circumstances occurred to create doubt

and anxiety. The failure of the post, the interception of

my letters, any irresolution on the part of Saadut Ali, or

accident in the course of his journey to Khanpoor, might

have involved me in serious embarrassments. As it was,

I had a difficult task to amuse all parties, so as to prevent

the discovery of my plans. The confidence which I was

obliged to place in many was in no instance violated ; and

the declaration of my intention to place Saadut Ali on

the musnud, after his arrival at Khanpoor, was a sur

prise to all who were not in my confidence. But above

all, I owe unbounded gratitude to Providence, which en

abled me to accomplish so great a revolution without the

loss of lives ; and, contrary to the expectations of almost

all who knew my plans. Assassination, contempt of the

English, and the power of Vizier Ali to resist them, were

the common topics of conversation amongst the desperate

crew who attended the confidential hours of Vizier Ali.

It was a surprise to all, that they did not succeed in in

stigating him to some act of desperation, with a view to

avail themselves of the confusion to plunder the town.

The Vakeel ofAmbagee, a Mahratta chieftain, who arrived

at Lucknow on the fifteenth of the month, had an oppor

tunity of learning the projects entertained by the adher

ents of Vizier Ali ; namely, to a raise commotion, plunder
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the city, and retire with the spoils into the Mahratta

frontier. They were heard to remark, that if a single

shot were fired, it would be sufficient, and that thousands

would be sacrificed. Every street in Lucknow was filled

with armed men ; and the accumulation of them on the

nineteenth and twentieth was observed by several

Europeans. During the three successive days, from the

twenty-first, great numbers were seen returning from the

town, and passing the English camp at Budlaka Tuckera.

The consequence of an armed opposition in such a town

as Lucknow would have been shocking. It is computed

to contain eight hundred thousand inhabitants ; and the

streets are, for most part, narrow lanes and passages.

Ibrahim Beg had under his charge about three hundred

pieces of ordnance, of which sixty or seventy were fit for

immediate use : they were served by one thousand Gole

andages, or native artillerymen ; and the number of

artillery drawn out for apparent opposition consisted of

thirty pieces, so posted that they could not be seized

without great slaughter. Ibrahim Beg, the commandant,

was a violent and hot-headed Mogul, regardless of any

authority, fearless of his own life, and careless of the lives

of others. The single accident which happened had, in

all probability, no connection with the revolution. The

successful accomplishment of it was to me a relief from

more anxiety than I ever before experienced."

The treaty ratified by Saadut Ali on his accession to

the throne, increased the subsidy paid by Oude for the

Company's protection, and ceded to them the fortress of

Allahabad. Had the Governor-General been actuated by

corrupt motives, this single visit to Oude might, as stated

by himself, have added half a million sterling to his

fortune.
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On his return from Lucknow, the Governor-General

visited the dethroned Nabob at Benares, and strongly

recommended his removal to some place within the pro

vinces of the Company. " At present," he observes with

prophetic sagacity, " in the indulgence of youthful dissi

pation, he (Vizier Ali) finds every gratification which he

can desire ; but we are not to forget that he has exhibited

marks, not only of a depraved and vicious character, but

of an ambitious and fearless disposition, capable of any

desperation." Mr. Cherry, the Resident, to whose cus

tody he had been committed, was especially warned of

the danger attending his position. The advice given was

not, however, sufficiently heeded. While a guest under

the unsuspecting Resident's roof, Vizier Ali commenced

at his breakfast-table the murder of as many Europeans

as he could lay hands on, and then hastened beyond the

British frontier. He was, however, soon taken, and died

in prison at Fort William.

The Governor-General's transaction in relation to the

Oude succession, was highly popular with the British

residents in India, as well as with the Native Powers.

Nor were the Directors of the East-India Company less

gratified by his decision, as may be inferred from the fol

lowing extract, from their political letter, May 15, 1798 :

" Having taken this general view of the subject, with

a minute attention, however, to all the papers and pro

ceedings, wo are, upon the whole, decidedly of opinion

that the late Governor-General, Lord Teignmouth, in a

most arduous situation, and under circumstances of much

delicacy and embarrassment, conducted himself with

great temper, ability, and firmness ; so that he finished a

long career of faithful services, by planning and carrying

into execution an arrangement, which not only redounds
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highly to his honor, but which will also operate to the

reciprocal advantage of the Company and the Nabob

Vizier."

His Selections from a Journal reveals the Governor-

General's source of composure and confidence during the

Oude transactions.

" Under the circumstances alluded to, I have frequently

retired to a private room, praying to God to direct my

judgment, in forming a decision on the alternative which

was before me, without bias or partiality. The recollec

tion of this afforded a consolation to me, which made me

indifferent to censure or accusation. Some time after

my arrival in England, General Kirkpatrick, the father

of a Colonel Kirkpatrick whom I had nominated in Ben

gal to the Residency with the Nizam, called on me ; and

informed me that Dr. Laurence, a Member of Parliament,

and the intimate friend of Mr. Burke, intended to im

peach me in the House of Commons, for my transactions

at Lucknow ; and advised me to prepare my friends to

support me. Expressing my obligations to him for his

information, I told him that my reasons for my conduct

were recorded ; and if they would not bear me out, I had

nothing more to urge in my defense. But my real con

solation arose from the recollection of my prayer to God

for assistance and direction, under the consciousness that

I had not been influenced by any interested or improper

motive in the dispossession of Vizier Ali and the appoint

ment of Saadut Ali : and I can safely and conscientiously

say, that I never felt any alarm or uneasiness under the

apprehension of the threatened impeachment."

During his absence from Calcutta, the following letters

were addressed
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To Lady Shore.

"Christmas Day, 1191.

" I hate neither performed my duty to you nor to my

God, as I ought to have done this day : yet exclusively

of my morning supplications, I prayed to Him for bless

ings upon us all, and to give us a true sense of His mer

cies, in sending His Son into the world for our instruction,

and with the joyful tidings of salvation and immortality.

I prayed to Him for remission of my sins, and for a more

lively sense of His mercies and my own demerits ; and to

strengthen my own reliance upon Him ; and for resigna

tion under all His dispensations."

"January 11, 1798.

" My plans are fast drawing to a conclusion ; and to

morrow or next day the denouement takes place, suppos

ing no accident. I am playing, as the gamesters say, le

grosjeu, and with the same kind of sensation as a man

who apprehends losing his all. Yet my conviction that I

am right, hourly remains ; and as I have prayed to God,

daily, to direct my ways—and to correct me if I err, to

strengthen me if I am right—I trust in Him, and feel

more repose than might Tbe expected from the situation

in which I am. All, however, will be well, and honorably

and successfully settled, I trust."

"January 22, 1798.

• •••••

" Vizter Ali is fallen : his servants forsake him : and I

show him an attention which I never did before. But I

would not, my dear wife, for any temptations of personal
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interest, go through such scenes as I have been engaged

in. Nothing but my reliance upon Providence supported

me. Hours, days, and nights of anxious doubt and ex

pectation have I gone through. I have the general ap

probation of my conduct, in effecting the wonderful work

so well. Far from me be the arrogance of success ! ' O

God ! let Thy grace make me feel Thy mercies and good

ness, in directing me ! To Thee alone be honor and

praise : from me, humility and thanksgivings !'

" Such is the brief detail of the events in which I have

been engaged. All about me were embarrassed, and

dreaded the dangers of my determination. I took the

path of honor and justice, and, under God, all is well.

" God bless you and my dear children, ever dear and

blessed babes ! My mind has been worked up to a pitch

beyond its strength, but my body has continued vigorous.

God again be praised ! I must not suffer relaxation to

supervene. Having settled all with Saadut Ali before I

placed him on the musnud, I have now no difficult nego

tiation to go through."

The following letter refers to the elevation of Sir John

Shore to the Irish Peerage.

Hugh Inglis, Esq., to Lord Teignmouth.

"London, November 4, 1797.

" My Dear Friend : Though this may not meet you

in India, I am still willing to take the chance of its reach

ing you. We have had some difficulty about your title.

His Majesty, from motives kind to you, objected to

' Shore.' We next thought ' Heathcote,'* but the Duke

* Heathcote, or Harcourt, Lord Teignmouth's patrimonial property

in Derbyshire.
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of Portland started objections to that, on account of two

families of that name who might consider themselves en

titled to look to the Peerage. It was left to your friends

to choose one that was not already occupied ; and, in

consequence, Sir Francis Baring, Mr. Bensley, and my

self, fixed upon Teignmouth. We selected this title as a

good sounding one, and a place that you must naturally

have a regard for. I trust, my friend, you will approve

of what we have done. My love to Lady Teignmouth

and the little ones ; and believe me

" Yours affectionately,

" Hugh Inglis."

Sir J. Shore acknowledges the honor conferred upon

him, in a letter to Mr. Pitt.

To the Right Son■ William Pitt.

"Jjucknow, January 30, 1Y98.

" Sie : I have the honor to receive a letter from Mr.

Dundas, announcing the gracious intention of His Majes

ty, at his request, and with your concurrence, to express

his royal approbation of my services, by conferring upon

me an Irish Peerage, or the Order of the Bath. It has

been my anxious wish and endeavor to merit public ap

probation, by a conscientious discharge of my public

duty : and wherever I may have failed in my efforts to

promote the public service, the reproach may fall on my

want of ability, but can not, I trust affect my zeal or in

tegrity. Whilst I recollect I owe my present situation

to the honor of your solicitation, I can not but feel a

peculiar gratification at your approbation of my conduct,

nor omit my acknowledgments for the very distinguished

manner in which you have been pleased to express it.

" I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect,

" Your most obedient humble servant."
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While at Lucknow it had been intimated to Sir J.

Shore that the Earl of Mornington would be his successor

in the Government.

Earl of Mornington to Sir John Shore.

''Park Lane, August 18, 1797.

" Sie : Although I have never been so fortunate as to

have had the honor of a personal communication with you,

my official situation has furnished me with a sufficient

knowledge of your disposition, to assure me that you will

readily excuse an intrusion proceeding from a desire to

do justice to the public service.

" It has been intimated to me, that I am destined to

undertake the arduous charge of the Government of Ben

gal, at the expiration of your administration. Your dis

tinguished character, and the acknowledged prudence,

firmness, and integrity of your system of public measures,

render it an object of the utmost importance to your

successor that he should be introduced to his office with

the most powerful aid of your experience, and with the

credit which must accompany your countenance and

support.

" The object of this letter is, therefore, with the most

sincere sentiments of personal esteem and respect, to so

licit the great advantage of an unreserved communication

with you on every point relating to the affairs of the

general government of India, if I should hereafter be ap

pointed to succeed you in that station, and if I should

have the pleasure of meeting you in Calcutta. Your

zeal for the public service, and your anxiety for the pros

perity of a country in which you have* justly acquired

the most unblemished reputation, will dispose you to

strengthen the hands of your successor by your advice
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and confidence, pi-ovided you shall perceive that he in

tends to follow your example, and to make the public

good the constant rule of his actions and the real object

of his views. I can not expect, and I do not desire, your

assistance on any other conditions. I wish you to regu

late the measure of your confidence in me by what you

shall learn from your friends in this country ; or observe

yourself—if I should arrive in Bengal—to be the true

scope of my intentions.

" Having already expressed my persuasion that you

will impute the liberty of this intrusion to motives which

your regard of the public interests will incline you not to

disapprove, I will not trouble you with any further apology

for this letter ; but request you to accept again the as

surance of the sentiments of sincere respect and esteem,

with which

" I have the honor to be, sir,

" Your most obedient and humble servant."

To the Earl of Mornington.

"Jjueknow, January 28, 1798.

" My Lord : I had, yesterday, the honor of your lord

ship's letter of the eighteenth of August, by an overland

dispatch ; and in the possibility that your arrival in Ben

gal may precede my return to the Presidency, I dispatch

this to offer to your lordship my most cordial congratu

lations upon your arrival, and to assure you of the

sincerest disposition on my part to merit your esteem and

confidence, by affording your administration every assist

ance in my power. Happy shall I be to resign the

government to your lordship. The close of my adminis

tration threatened a serious political storm : the danger

is, I trust, past, and a foundation laid for political security,
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honor, and reputation in this country. Much yet remains

to be done ; and that I shall endeavor to effect before

your lordship's arrival in this country. The official papers

will make you acquainted with the transactions of affairs

here.

" I can not conclude without expressing my obligations

to your lordship for the very obliging terms in which you

have mentioned your sense of my services. My admin

istration will furnish an instance of what may be done by

zeal, assiduity, and moderate talents. Your approbation,

and that of my superiors, upon my endeavors are no less

honorable than gratifying to me.

" With the highest respect and esteem, and good wishes

for your lordship,

" I have the honor to be," etc., etc.

On the seventh of March, 1798, Lord and Lady Teign-

mouth, with their son and two daughters, sailed for

England.

On the eve of his departure, the following address was

presented to the Governor-General, by the British inhabit

ants of Calcutta :

" Honored Sir : We, the British inhabitants of Cal

cutta, notwithstanding that you are shortly about to

relinquish the important station which you have long

held so much to your own honor, and to the advantage

of the nation, can pot suffer you to depart without ex

pressing our high respect for your character ; and our

sincere concern for the loss of a Governor, who, aided by

the lights of a superior understanding, and a long expe

rience of the affairs of this country, has made justice,

moderation, and an inflexible integrity, the invariable

guides of his conduct. We request, honored sir, that you
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will accept our earnest wishes for your complete restora

tion to health, and for the long enjoyment of domestic

happiness ; which you are no less calculated to promote

by your private virtues, than you are the interests of your

country by your talents and qualifications for public life.

" We have the honor to be, with the highest respect

and esteem, honored sir,

" Your most obedient and faithful servants."
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CHAPTER IX.

Arrival and Settlement in England.

Lord Teignmouth's reception in England was cordial

and flattering in the highest degree. Mr. Pitt and Mr.

Dundas paid him marked attention. Conforming to the

Arabic maxim, "Seek a neighbor before you seek a house,"

he took a house, temporarily, in Stratford Place. Here

he passed his time pleasantly, surrounded by his old

friends, and making new ones. It was at this happy

period that his acquaintance with the Rev. John Newton,

Cowper's friend, commenced. And it was now, too, that

he first assembled his household for family worship ; and

the reading of a sermon on Sunday evenings. Later in life

he added the reading and exposition of a portion of the

Holy Scriptures. But let his lordship speak for himself.

11July 1, 1799.

" Dear Hubert : I was going to write to you yester

day, to tell you to hang yourself for having left town

without seeing the most curious and interesting sight in

London—the collection of ancient statues belonging to

Mr. Townley ; and you may trust me, that no modern

statue can in any degree give an idea of the beauty and

perfection of the ancient models. I had not an idea of

the difference, until my eyesight convinced me of it.

" But I have a more melancholy tale to send you, com

prised in the accompanying letter from Barlow, of the
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8th of February from Calcutta. You will see with afflic

tion the assasinations of that monster, Vizier AH ; to

which, Cherry, Captain Conway, a Mr. Evans, and young

Graham have fallen victims. I pity Cherry, and Mrs.

Cherry, from my soul. Your nephew, you see, is safe,

and does not appear even to have been in danger. When.

I reflect upon the repeated warnings which I received at

Lucknow of the designs of Vizier Ali against my person

—the opportunities which he had of effecting them before

his deposition—those which he had afterwards, for I was

three times in his presence almost unattended, and once

particularly at Benares on my return—I see more reason

than ever to be grateful to Providence for my preser

vation, which my own precautions could never have ef

fected.

"We are all well, and going on the 4th to spend some

days with Mr. Wilberforce at Battersea.—Show the in

closed to George, but do not make it public. I thank

God that we have lost no relations. Our love to all ;

"Affectionately yours."

In a letter to the same relation, dated July 22d, Lord

Teignmouth mentions his having been entertained by the

Court of Directors :

 

" I dined with the court, as I mentioned to you, on

Wednesday last, after being speechified in full court by

the chairman. By the way, he tired me, and the whole

court, by a tedious though flattering harangue. The

Duke of Montrose, Lords Spencer, Elgin, and Hawkes-

bury ; Messrs. Pitt and Dundas, Mr. Rose, etc., etc.,

were present ; and I heard some most excellent singing,
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during the course of the dinner, by professional men. A

man of the name of Leake, who is clerk in the excise, de

lighted me excessively : he has a base voice, which for

sweetness I never heard excelled ; it is also of wonderful

compass. Grace was performed by a Non nobis, and

never heard I any thing more delightful : the company

all stood up, excepting the chairman, who is fixed as far

as depends upon his own locomotive powers. James

would quote Virgil upon him :

Sedet eeternumque sedebit

Infelix.

" To-day I am to dine with Mr. and Lady J. Dundas

at Wimbledon."

The following resolution shows the appreciation with

which his services were regarded by the Directors.

"That the thanks of the Court be given to Right Hon.

Lord Teignmouth, for his long, able, and faithful services

in India ; and particularly for his distinguished merit and

attention, in the administration of every branch of the

Company's affairs, during the period in which he held

the office of Governor-General."—Political Letter, May

15, 1799.

Alluding to the disposition to impeach him for his con

duct in the revolution of Oude, Lord Teignmouth writes

to his old friend Anderson :

" With respect to Mr. M. A. Taylor's motion, although

I am far from wishing the celebrity of a public attack

upon my conduct, I can not blame him, or any member

of Parliament, for calling the attention of the House to
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a measure of such magnitude as the revolution at Oude.

It will give you pleasure to learn that the Court of Direc

tors have not only expressed a general and strong appro

bation of my administration in India, but a most compre

hensive and marked eulogium on the Oude business, with

the concurrence of the Indian Commissioners."

To JV. B. Edmonstone, Esq.

. ''London, Sept. 16, 1799.

" My Dear Sir : Accept my thanks for your obliging

and interesting letter of the 18th of May. The events

which have occurred since my departure from India have

indeed been momentous ; and I can not reflect upon them

without congratulating myself on having escaped scenes

of continual perplexity and horror ; whilst I sincerely re

joice that the administration of my successor has equally

tended to promote his own reputation and the interests

of Great Britain in India. Poor Cherry's infatuation was

most unaccountable ; but the idea of assassination is so

discordant to the feelings of a man of honor and resolu

tion, which he most undoubtedly possessed, that the mind

is hardly capable of suspecting it. He knew, however,

from you and myself, the character of Vizier Ali, his de

praved disposition, and that *he was capable of any atro-

eity ; and the intimation and injunctions of Lord Morning-

ton ought to have had weight with him. I do from my

heart lament his fate ; and the more so, as I can not but

attribute it, in some degree, to the exertions of poor

Cherry in assisting my measures. I had the misfortune,

a few days ago, to be ushered into a room where Mrs.

Cherry was sitting, and I scarcely ever experienced a

more disagreeable interview. I could scarcely speak to

her, and her distress added to mine : her affections will
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long retain the pain of the wound which they have re

ceived. I now turn to more pleasing events—the ter

mination of the war with Tippoo, and his death. These

are events of incalculable advantage to the Company ;

and the rapid and important success of the contest proves

the wisdom of the measures adopted to insure it. That

the same good fortune may ever attend Lord Mornington's

administration is my constant wish. You have had your

share in revolutions.

" I sent to you some time ago a letter from my friend

Tufuzzool, whom I shall ever remember with regard and

esteem. He will, I hope, continue to write to me ; and

most happy should I be to take him by the hand in Eng

land.

" I see no prospect of the termination of the war ; but

I see, with infinite delight, the zeal and unanimity of the

nation in supporting the contest with a foe whose object

in warfare is devastation, and the subversion of all that

is dear to society;

" I conclude with a most earnest wish for the capture

or destruction of Vizier Ali. In the former case, I should

have no hesitation in making him pay the forfeit of his

crimes.

. " Yours very sincerely."

To the same.

"London, Oct. 23, 1799.

"MyDeaeSie; I have already replied to your long

and interesting letter of the 1 8th of May last, under date

the 16th of last month. Since that time, we have re

ceived a succession of bad news, in the victories of the

French in Switzerland : but ' the English are not,' as the

old proverb says, ' yet in the cellar, although they have
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descended from their elevation in the garret :' in plain

English, the depression of the public mind is by no means

equal to its former exaltation : and I trust with confidence

in the zeal and patriotism of my countrymen for perse

verance in the contest in which we are engaged, until we

attain the desirable end of a secure and honorable peace.

With respect to myself, I have all the comforts and hap

piness which I can or ought to expect in this world.

• * • • • • .

" Yours very sincerely."

To WiUiam Wilberforce, Esq.

u Stratford Place, Nov. 9, 1799.

"My Dear Sir : I had yesterday the satisfaction to see

Mr. Owen,* safe returned from his Dutch expedition :

and his information was so interesting, that I most heartily

wished you had heard it. The details were rather differ

ent from those of a common campaign, such as the Com

mander-in-Chief would have given ; as he very properly

left the history of marches and counter-marches to those

who ordered them. The object of his journey, or rather

the motive of it, was Christian benevolence ; and in this

warfare his occupation principally consisted. You will

be pleased, however, to learn summarily what he com

municated ; that the Duke of York conducted himself

with great regularity and propriety, exhibiting in his prac

tice a sense of religion, and various acts of humanity ; he

was very popular. Mr. Owen lived with several officers

of the Guards, and was witness to an uniform propriety

of behavior, great zeal for the service, and perfect con

tentment under the fatigues and inconveniences attend-

* Lato chaplain at Calcutta.

8
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ing it. He never met with one scoffer at religion. Every

scope was given to his own exertions ; and he had full

employment for his religious functions, particularly

amongst the wounded, both officers and men. With the

latter he mixed a great deal, and found no difficulty in

restraining immoral habits by reproof and admonition :

they appeared to receive his advice and attentions with

satisfaction. The behavior of the British troops was per

fectly orderly : he neither saw nor heard of any instance

of plunder by any of them, but universal zeal for the ser

vice and good conduct. The hospitals were remarkably

well attended, and the sick and wounded had all the com

forts which their situation admitted ; so that upon the

whole, although the object of the expedition was not ob

tained, the officers and troops are entitled to the greatest

praise and commendation. Their bravery and persever

ance exceed all praise, and their character stands high

with their enemies. To these striking and leading facts

he added a variety of interesting details, which are too

long to write. Taking the debtor and creditor statement

of the expedition, although we have not gained Holland,

we have gained useful experience, and the Dutch fleet ;

we have made a formidable impression on our enemies ;

and have probably restrained their exertions in other

quarters. Notwithstanding the severity of the service,

the troops were not pleased with the orders to retreat :

they would have advanced more cheerfully. In my opinion,

the retreat and convention do great honor to our com

manders.

" We have not yet been able to procure a residence ;

and remain in statu quo—all well. We sincerely hope

that you find benefit from the Bath waters. Lady

Teignmouth joins me in best remembrance to Mrs. Wil-

berforce ; and I am, my dear sir,

" Your obliged and sincere humble servant."
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To the same.

" Stratford Place, Nov. 29, 1799.

" My Dear Sir : The late Revolution in France puts

me in mind of four lines I once read :

' Or, like men viewing at a distance

Three persons thrown out of a casement :

All they can do, for their assistance,

Is, just to lend them their amazement.'

I should, however, have reserved them for the next Re

volution, which I think will ere long take place ; for I

am not disposed to think that the Five Hundred ruffians

who have been deprived of power and expectations will

lose their influence or their turbulence—that the people

of Paris will renounce the habit of revolution—or that

Buonaparte will find it as easy to preserve his control

over the Parisian military as over his troops in Italy. I

fear, however, that the late topsy-turvy proceedings re

move the prospect of peace. Nor do I think our winter

prospects at home very comfortable. The price of pro

visions is great, and increasing ; and the winter only

begun. The rich must renounce some part of their luxu

ries, or the poor will starve. What ought to be done,

we know ; but what the rich will do, we doubt ; they

have warning sufficient, if they are disposed to• receive it.

"Amongst the extraordinary occurrences to myself-—I

mention it for your private information—is an invitation

from Mr. Martindale, in the name of His Royal Highness

the Prince of Wales, to become a member of the club at

Grafton House. I will riot suppose the Prince's know

ledge of it ; nor will yon suppose me capable of accept

ing of it.

Utcumque defecere mores,

Dedccorant bene nata culpsa.
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Parva componere magnis : I will contrast the above

with an anecdote of no fair hue—of a Church Clerk in

London. I proposed to him the baptism of my boy at a

church out of my parish. ' Then, sir,' said he, ' if the

clergyman should ask you where you reside, there will

be nothing in replying, In Bond street.' I assured the

accommodating gentleman that I was not disposed to lie

any where, but certainly not in a church. This was a

clerk !

" I have not seen Mr. Owen since I last wrote to you ;

but I will desire him to record his observations and re

flections.

" We hope that you continue to mend, and that Mrs.

Wilberforce and your babes are well. We join in best

remembrances to them. My family, by the blessing of

Providence, is well. Our friend Grant's interesting

daughter, Charemile, was with us lately for three days j

and I have seen none of her age comparable to her.

She is, I know, a favorite of yours. Excuse a brief let

ter from " ,

" My dear sir,

" Your affectionate and obliged."

Having removed to Exmouth, in Devonshire, Lord

Teignmouth commenced, in the spring of 1800, his "Me

moir of the Life and Correspondence of Sir William

Jones." This work he had undertaken at the earnest

request of his lamented friend's widow.

The summer was spent chiefly in visiting.- He and

his family spent some weeks at Hawkstone, the seat of

his friend Sir Richard Hill, with whom he was connected

by marriage. His correspondence with the excellent of

the earth had now become more unreserved and regular.
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To W. Wilberforce, Esq.

" My Deae Sie : ^Exeter, Nov. 6,1800.

" The question of peace or war is too momentous to

be answered, with four brats in the room with me ; in

deed, I do not pretend to be equal to the discussion of it.

There are, however, some obvious reflections, which I

shall give you as they occur. Considering the state of

the country, including the dearness of provisions, aad the

discontent produced by it, we should look to nothing

more than to a secure peace : it would be a great folly to

make a peace that should leave us at the mercy of an

enemy devoid of faith and principle ; but it would be

equal folly to hazard the prosecution of a war, in hoj>es

of greater advantage, while the public are suffering

under the pressure of dearth, and disposed to think the

war the cause of it. I would not hesitate a moment to

relinquish every conquest compatible with our security,

to obtain peace ; the terms ' advantageous' and ' honor

able' must bend to necessity, and security alone ought

now to be the object of our negotiations. If we do not

yield to circumstances, they will govern us. The Minis

try will not brook the idea of reducing their hopes with

in these narrow limits ; nor do I pretend to say that they

can make peace, even upon these terms. Unless, how

ever, the present scarcity can be removed, the continu

ance of the war may, in my opinion, lead to most serious

evils ; they will, however, be submitted to with less re

luctance, if the public are convinced that our only object

is to obtain secure peace, and that every attempt has

been made for that purpose. I give you my sentiments

without qualification, although they much require it.

" I am, my dear sir,

" Your affectionate humble servant."
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To the same.

" My Dear Sir : "Jan. 24, 1801.

" Feeling, as I do, that all things are directed hy a

Providence whose wisdom is as unerring as its dispens

ations are inscrutable, I am not disposed to view the pre

sent state of affairs in a gloomy light. I confess, how

ever, my weakness, when I look upon my babes ; and it

requires some effort to check the apprehensions "suggested

for their temporal and eternal welfare, in the present dis

ordered state of the world. I fear we are at present an

instance of Solomon's observation, 'that righteousness

exalteth a nation, but sin is a reproach to any people'—

of one part of it at least ; and wish it were taken as a

text in every pulpit throughout the kingdom.

" My time is not unpleasantly, nor, I trust, uselessly

occupied here ; and a considerable portion of it is given

to the benefit of the poor. It is impossible to find a

more pleasant winter residence than Exmouth. I might,

indeed, call it a summer station in the midst of winter.

Lady Teignmouth, myself, and children, feel all the bene

fit of a mild climate and salubrious air. I can not speak

so favorably of it in summer, at least during such hot

weather as the last. Lady Teignmouth unites with me in

kindest remembrance to Mrs. Wilberforce ; and I am,

" My dear sir,

" Your sincere and affectionate humble servant."

To HenryThornton, Esq.

''Exmouth, Feb. 9, 1801.

" My Dear Sir : I am very happy to make my contri

bution to the important object of instructing Africa, and
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beg that my name may be inserted for an annual sub

scription of ten guineas. From a ci-devant Governor-

General of India more liberality might be expected ; but

money-making was never my talent ; I never understood

or practised it.

" With every respect for the character and abilities of

those who direct the Public Affairs, I can not agree with

them that a negotiation should not be attempted. It is

in vain to attempt to conceal what is obvious to all the

world—that our situation calls loudly for peace ; and al

though I am rather disposed to think that it is unattain

able without sacrifices inconsistent with our security, it is

of the last importance to satisfy the public mind, both of

the disposition to procure it, and that nothing is left un

done for that purpose.

" I may be somewhat old-fashioned in politics ; yet my

own experience proves the truth of the common axiom,

that 'honesty is the best policy;' or, in other words, that

in politics, as in common life, the plain direct road is the

best and most secure. Let us not be ashamed to say,

' We confess our disappointments, we acknowledge our

embarrassments, and we wish to put an end to them, and

to the miseries of Europe, by peace ;' accompanying the

confession with a declaration, that we are not so far dis

appointed or embarrassed, as to want means and energy

for the prosecution of war, if our enemies are resolved

upon the continuance of it. It would be more dignified

to make this confession, than to suffer it to be extorted

from us. But it is the great misfortune of politicians, as

well as individuals, that they can not bring themselves to

acknowledge their failings, weakness, and disappoint

ments ; although there is more fortitude in it than in the

bold arrogance which affects to despise misfortune and

humiliation. As you are in the habit of seeing Mr. Wil-
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berforce, oblige me by communicating these sentiments

to him, with my best thanks for the letter of the 30th of

January ; he ought to have received them from myself.

The decision of the General Court on the abnse of pa

tronage reminds me of an Order once sent to India by

the Court of Directors, for reducing the salaries of their

servants, in the collection of the revenue, to a pittance

below their necessary expenses ; and for this special rea

son— because they had other emoluments. It was a

license to help themselves as they could; and in this

sense some understood it. All that now remains, is, for

the proprietors of India Stock—ofwhom I am not one—

to present an Address of congratulation to the Court of

Directors, on their emancipation from the obligations of

duty, and the consequences attending the breach of it.

" I am, my dear sir,

" Your sincere humble servant."

The following letter confirms the impression that Mr.

Pitt had shown a disposition to avail himself of Lord

Teignmouth's Indian experience in the management of

public affairs. Mr. Wilberforce had, probably with Mr.

Pitt's sanction, tendered to him the Presidentship of the

Board of Control.

To William Wilberforce, JEsq.

"Mcmouth, Feb. 16, 1801.

" My Dear Sir : I most sincerely thank you for your

recollection of me, under the pressure of circumstances so

deeply interesting as the late change in the Ministry ; and

I should have returned my acknowledgments sooner, but

two of the five days since the receipt of your letter are

<
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not post days with us. My regret kept pace with my

astonishment, at circumstances so unexpected and so un-

desired; and the aspect of affairs, before sufficiently

gloomy, has acquired a deeper tinge, and prognosticates,

I fear, further commotion in the political atmosphere. It

is certainly remarkable—I hope not ominous—that union

should have produced dissension ; and at a moment when

the greatest difficulties to the consolidation of England

and Ireland appeared to have been surmounted, that the

instruments by which it was effected should be disjointed

and separated. The discussion of the question of Catho

lic Emancipation, if brought forward in Parliament, must

be unpleasant to both ins and outs, and can not, I fear,

be avoided. My respect for those gentlemen who prefer

the sacrifice of their stations to that of their honor and

principles is much augmented ; although I can not but

lament that the business was not previously arranged, so

as to avoid the occurrence of a question which has de

prived the nation of their services. Events, however, so

often baffle human expectations, that I am willing to

hope, what I can not foresee, that the change may pro

duce beneficial consequences, and, amongst them, a secure

peace.

" The Noble Lord to whom you allude is much obliged

to you for thinking of him as a fit person to fill a very

important office ; nor will he deny, that your opinion,

with the sanction of that of Mr. P , excited some

momentary emotions of ambition, and perhaps vanity ;

which reflection, however, soon taught him to suppress,

and convinced him that the partiality of your friends has

overrated his talents, and underrated his disqualifications.

His abilities are moderate ; and derive their principal use

rather from industry, and good intentions in the applica

tion of them, than from their magnitude. He might,

8*
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perhaps, be competent to fill without discredit the second

situation in the office which you mention, but is wholly

unequal to discharge the duties of its head. His habits

are contemplative ; and he is so deficient in the talents

of a public speaker, that he could not speak with con

nection, on any subject whatever, before twenty people,

for a quarter of an hour. The Parliamentary duty of the

office is of itself, therefore, an insurmountable objection

to his undertaking it, if an option were given to him ; nor

should the contemplation of the most lucrative or honor

able office in the kingdom induce him to become a Mem

ber of Parliament, for various reasons. This, my dear

sir, as far as I know him, is a fair character of his prin

ciples and abilities ; he never would undertake any office

without a conviction that he could perform the duty of it.

" In a letter which I lately wrote to Mr. H. Thornton,

I answered a queston which you proposed to me, and

begged the favor of him to communicate my sentiments

to you.

"We do not think of leaving Exmouth before the

middle of next month ; and my principal object, after my

return to town, will be, to find some place near the me

tropolis where we may fix ourselves, and give up our time

to our children. At fifty years old, I know not how to

employ myself better ; and if I can do well what I pro

pose, I think I shall materially consult their happiness.

Lady Teignmouth begs her particular remembrance to

Mrs. Wilberforce ; and we both join in sincere wishes for

yourself and family. The weather with us is rather

gloomy, but I trust opportune and beneficial. The sea

son appeared before rather too mild, and the vegetation

was too forward. . .

" I am, my dear sir,

" Your affectionate and obliged humble servant."
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To David Anderson, Esq.

"Portland Place July 24, 1801.

" My Dear Anderson : Your letter of the twentieth

reached me at the moment when I was writing the pre

face to the Life of Sir William Jones ; which, though it

precedes a publication, is the last in composition ; and

hence you will justly conclude that my work is finished.

As great part of it has been written without correction, I

must revise it. If it amuses the public as much as it has

me, I shall be well satisfied. I should even be contented

if it be allowed that I have not depreciated the character

which, by unfolding, I meant to emblazon.

" Your old friend Charles Grant has long been very ill,

and is hardly now convalescent : he had an attack on his

breast, and, after three months' diet and severe regimen,

can only now whisper. He might have had the seat in

the Bengal Council occupied by Udney, but he resisted

all importunities. I lately carried two of his daughters

to Cambridge ; where I saw his sons, who have greatly

distinguished themselves, and have now entered Lincoln's

Inn.

" I am yours affectionately."

Led by a desire to be near those he admired and loved,

Lord Teignmouth purchased a house at Clapham, and in

August, 1802, removed there with his family. Sur

rounded by his friends, Grant, Wilberforce, Henry

Thornton, and others of a kindred spirit, he fully entered

into their views and feelings, and became associated with

them in those Christian efforts which still continue to con
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fer such inestimable blessings on mankind, and to shed

such lustre on their names.

The office of Justice of the Peace was now conferred

upon him, and thus the highest object of his moderate

ambition secured.

To David Anderson, Esq.

"Clapham, May 1, 1802.

" My Dear Anderson : There are few occasions on

which I should receive a letter from you without great

pleasure ; but the melancholy intelligence of poor Red-

fearn's misfortune has deeply affected me. Your letter

gave me the first notice of it ; and I immediately wrote

to him, though sensible at the same time that any at

tempt to administer consolation to him could have little

success. I pointed out to him those sources from which

I received the only alleviation which my feelings admitted

under the loss of my own two babes ; and if I should

have failed in softening the asperity of his afflictions, he

has my sincerest sympathy. I hope soon to hear from

him ; and shall be happy to learn that he and Mrs. Red-

fearn are more composed.

" Without any tendency to gloom or discontent, I can

not avoid looking forward to the calamities which must

necessarily affect my remaining years, in the annual loss

of my relations and friends, in the sickness of my child

ren, and a variety of accidents to which we are all ex

posed after the age of fifty, and which I have now passed.

But when I look back to the years which have elapsed,

and compare my present situation, as to health and com

forts of every kind, with my hopes and sufferings in In

dia, I feel only the sentiments of resignation and gratitude

to Providence for undeserved blessings ; and pray that
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those may ever be the predominant feelings of my remain

ing life. I have lately had a severe attack of my old bil

ious complaint, but my general health is established far

beyond my most sanguine expectations. I am now, for

the first time in my life, settled ; and find nothing to

regret or to want. My children are all healthy, and six of

them in the house. I want little occupation. I most

sincerely hope that your anxiety for your two children

may soon be removed by their restoration to perfect

health ; and that you may long enjoy the blessings of

healthy children, the greatest almost that parents can

have. You may have heard of the death of our friend,

Tufuzzool Hossein Khan. I respected and loved him ;

his superior abilities are well known ; but I had an op

portunity of proving his integrity, principles, and high

sense of honor, which he possessed in a degree equal to

any man I have ever known. He did not meet with the

recompense to which he was entitled from Saadut Ali ;

but he had the esteem and respect of all the world. I

missed seeing Mr. Hastings yesterday by five minutes.

He is, I understand, in perfect health and spirits ; and as

he purposes remaining some few days in town, I mean to

call upon him. Lady Teignmouth unites in kind remem

brance to Mrs. Anderson, and in every good wish for the

happiness of yourself and family.

" I am, my dear Anderson,

" Yours affectionately."

"P. S.—I have this moment a most melancholy letter

from poor Frank. My heart bleeds for him."
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To Abraham Caldecott, Esq.

"Clapham, June 20, 1802.

" My Dear Caldecott :

" Redfearn and Co. passed two days with me at Clap-

ham. They have hy no means recovered from the loss

of their boy. Mrs. Redfearn is a very interesting wo

man, sensible and genteel, elegant in person, pleasing in

countenance, and amiable in manners ; and my friend

Frank is lucky in his connection. They are, I conclude,

at Cheltenham ; where they mean to pass the summer,

and to winter somewhere in England.

" Fletcher would do right to follow your advice ; it is

that which I constantly give to Indians. A man who has

passed half his life in business can not easily be idle and

happy. Country occupations and society do not suit In

dians in general, and they ought to feel their way. I am

as domestic as most people, and can always employ my

self in my library or with my brats ; but I would not

answer for being comfortable at fifty miles from the me

tropolis. I found, however, no tmdiurn at Exmouth,

where I passed twelve months.

" Persevere in your application for a remuneration :

you have every right to it, upon the principle admitted

by the Directors ; but consistency is no more the charac

ter of that learned quorum than of any other human

composition.

" Lady Teignmouth joins me in compliments to Mrs.

Caldecott, and I am

" Yours sincerely."

 



MEMOIES OF LOED TEIGNMOUTH. 183

In the two following letters Lord Teignmouth gives

his views on duelling. They were written in consequence

of a challenge sent him by a general officer who con

ceived himself affronted by his lordship while acting in

his official capacity as Governor-General.

To William Wilberforce, Esq.*

"Clapham, Aug. 25, 1803.

" My Dear Sie : On my return from church on Sun

day last, I received a note, containing what you would

not easily guess—a challenge ! It was not from Mr. Pitt

or- Tierney, the only Sunday combatants whom I have

heard of, but from a wrathful gentleman, who, having

treasured up the resentment of seven years, chose to call

me to account for something which I did in India. He

brought letters of recommendation to me there ; and

having very strong reason to believe him most unpopular,

I told him so frankly, and that I should attend to no

. recommendations in his favor. He now requires my au

thorities for that opinion ; but as I could not name all, I

was determined not to give him any particular name, and

the consequence was, a carte de defiance. My answer to

that part of his note was as follows :

" ' In the public situation which I held in India, I am

well aware that circumstances may have often occurred

in which I was under the necessity of acting by the obli

gations of public duty, even where it might affect the

feelings of individuals. This was a matter of necessity,

not of choice ; nor will I presume to affirm that my judg-

* The former of these letters is docketed by Mr. Wilberforca, " lord

Teignmouth challenged on a Sunday;" the latter, "Challenge contin

ued."
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ment was not sometimes erroneous. Whenever such

circumstances have been recalled to my consideration,

I have reflected upon them, with every disposition to

render justice to any individual whom I might have unin

tentionally 'aggreived ; and in this disposition, I have

retraced the correspondence between us in Bengal, and

the circumstances of my conduct to you there, without

being able to discover any errors of judgment on my

part, which might make an apology from me necessary.

In this view, and from an anxiety that the grounds of my

conduct should be fully and explicitly stated, as well as

to afford you an opportunity of considering {hem, I have

entered into the preceding detail. I shall not affect to

misunderstand the intimation in your letter. If I Were

governed by the rules of modern honor, I should still be

of opinion that, even upon that principle, you have not

the least right to call upon me for personal satisfaction.

Acting in a public character, and from public motives, it

can not be expected that I should hold myself responsible

to every man who might chance to be offended at my

conduct. In your case, as I before said, I acted merely

on the defensive ; I had no motive of enmity ; I did not

seek for the occasion ; it was obtruded upon me ; but,

being compelled to act, I sacrificed my own feelings to a

sense of duty. Had my inquiry into your character been

the consequence of my determination, it would not there

fore at all follow that my conduct, in my circumstances,

was wrong; but you have yourself declared that my

opinion has not operated to the prejudice of your private

character or professional pursuits. But though there

may be no obligation upon me to enter further into ex

planation, I am not solicitous to conceal here what has

long been a professed principle with me, that I hold it

utterly unwarrantable, from any private resentment or



MEMOIES OF LOED TEIGNMOT7TH. 185

point of honor, deliberately to attempt the life of a fellow-

creature, or expose my own, in the commission of an act

absolutely forbidden by the law of God.'

" This was dispatched to the gentleman yesterday after

noon; and I expect such an answer as a man of the

world, and such a man of the world, will give. This busi

ness has occasioned some vexation, but a much larger

proportion of trouble to me ; far less of the first than,

without the trial, I should have supposed. It is a conso

lation to me to feel that I did not find the least disposition

to depart from my principles ; and that I did not even

feel the necessity of appealing to other important, but

subordinate motives. The gratification is greater, be

cause there was a period when I might have acted differ

ently. I trust the trial will be of use to me ; and, like all

other dispensations of the Almighty, is meant as an act

of mercy to me. And I would wish, considering it in

this fight, to look upon the call which has been made

upon me to declare my professed principles, as an addi

tional obligation for adhering to them on all occasions.

The carriage is waiting ; and I can only add the affec

tionate remembrances of myself and Lady Teignmouth

to Mrs. Wilberforce, and that it will be a great pleasure

to us to hear that you both, with your family, are well.

" In this business I chose Mr. Grant for my second.

" I am, my dear sir,

" Yours affectionately.

" P.S.—The troops in and about Colchester amount to

thirty thousand, exclusive of cavalry and artillery, ready

to be brought into action "on the slightest possible

notice."
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To the same.

"September 3, 1803.

" My Dear Sie : You chide so gracefully, that I am

almost attempted to provoke you to more of it. Not to

keep you in suspense about an event in which I am sure

you feel much interest, I will add my angry gentleman's

answer. Without a word of argument, or any attempt

to refute my observations, he kindly encourages me to

embrace an opportunity of putting him or myself out of

the world, by informing me that other Governor-Gene

rals and great men have not refused to give satisfaction,

when called upon ; that he applauds my pious sentiments,

and wishes, for obvious reasons, that we may never meet

in society. I really do not feel any fear at this intima

tion, which has closed our correspondence ; but having

done my duty, I leave the rest to the Almighty. This I

most sincerely feel ; and pray to God that I may ever

make it the ground of my hope and reliance. My trials

are little indeed, when I think how much I have tried the

long-suffering and forbearance of my Creator and Re

deemer.

" I am," etc., etc.

Lord Teignmouth's contributions to the Christian

Observer, are remarkable for their grace and practica

bility, even among such eminent authors as Scott, Owen,

Venn, Legh Richmond, Claudius Buchanan, Pearson,

Bowdler, Jr., Jowett, Drewitt, Hey, Henry Thornton,

Bishop Heber, and many others.*

Lord Teignmouth's Papers contain a clear exposition

* Babington's work on Education, Hodgson's Letters on America,

and other valuable works, appeared originally as papers in the Christian

Ohserver.
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of hi», theological opinions—of his views of their practical

influence on the conduct—and of the temper and spirit

in which they should be inculcated. Some passages il

lustrative of these various points will not be deemed

irrelevant to the immediate objects of this memoir.

The following selections from his various articles may

be considered the author's confession of faith—a state

ment, as he represents it to be, of " the doctrines of the

Church of England, as those which were delivered by

Christ and His Apostles."

"There is an inherent depravity in man, which can

only be subdued by the operation of Divine Grace ; that

on this account he is estranged from God, until he is

renewed by the sanctifying influence of the Holy Spirit ;

that Christ our Saviour died for the sins of the world ;

and that we are redeemed and saved by His death, solely

through faith in Him, to the exclusion of all merit from

our owii works of righteousness ; that, nevertheless, the

only proof which we can give of our faith, is our obedi

ence to the commandments of God and Christ, which are

all comprehended in the injunction of love to God and

man ; that, consequently, no faith can be sound or per

fect which does not produce the fruit of a holy life.

With this conviction, I endeavor, humbly depending on

the divine assistance, to act in all things to the glory of

God, and to live in charity with my neighbor ; making

the Gospel the rule of my conduct ; and the conformity

of my conduct to its rules, the test of my faith."*

" ' What is man, that Thou art mindful of him ; and

the son of man, that Thou visitest him ?' was the pious

effusion of the royal Psalmist, on contemplating the won-

* Christian Observer, vol. iii 19.
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ders of the visible creation. How would his astonishment,

his rapture, his devotion have been excited, if he had

seen the incarnation and sufferings of the Son of God,

for the redemption of mankind ! The magnificence of the

orb of day attracts the admiration of the world, and his

effulgence dazzles the eyes of all beholders : brilliant as

he is, he is but the creature of the Almighty, apjjointed

by Him to measure time, to diffuse warmth and light, to

give vigor to life, and life to vegetation. But Jesus, the

Sun of Righteousness, the true object of spiritual contem

plation, was begotten of His Father before all worlds,

dwelling in His glory from all eternity. His beams are

the rays of divine mercy and benevolence, dissipating the

gloom of sin, cheering the sinner's heart, kindling the

flames of devotion in the pious breast ; and, by their ani

mating powers, recalling the dead to life, and reproducing

the divine image, obscured and defaced by the pollution

of sin.

" Is this the language of truth or of mystery ? It is

both. But God has spoken ; and it is our duty to believe,

to be grateful, and to adore. The world by wisdom

knows not God ; and we know no more of Him than what

He hath thought proper to reveal of Himself. All crea

tion is a mystery : our birth, our life, our death, and the

ways of Providence, are not less mysterious, to our finite

understandings, than our resurrection from the dead, and

the redemption of mankind through the atoning blood of

a crucified Saviour.

" Behold here, the malignity of sin, which could require

so great a sacrifice ! Behold the merciful love of God,

which could provide it I*

, "Blessed, thrice blessed, are those whom the Holy

Spirit enables to see, in Jesus, as it were personified, the

* The Christian Observer, vol. ii. p. 131.

.a
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love of God reconciling man to Himself! who rejoice in

their salvation, through Christ, like a bird escaped from

the snares of a fowler—like a child finding refuge in its

parent's arms from impending destruction — or like a

banished criminal restored to his country and the society

of his friends ! Such is the joy of a true believer in Jesus,

when he compares the period of his estrangement from

God with the consolations of his regenerate state. With

passions subdued and affections spiritualized, inflamed

with love for God and Christ, he finds all joy and peace

in believing : he feels himself liberated from the chains

of sin and death ; and sees the portals of heaven un

barred for his admission, by the power of Him who first

rose from the dead, and brought life and immortality into

the world. He reposes in hope, but with humility ;

trusting solely in Christ, who he knows will not suffer one

of those to be lost whom He hath given to Him. In this

confidence, with all patience and gratitude, he prepares

to attend the bridal feast of the Lamb, ' slain from the

foundation of the world ;' and assumes his wedding-gar

ment, ' washed white with His blood.' Believing, yet

humble—animated, but not presumptuous—hoping, yet

fearing—he lifts up his eyes and his hands to God and his

Saviour ; and, joining the chorus of the angelic host, ex

claims, with pious rapture : ' Blessing, and honor, and

glory, and power, be unto Him that sitteth upon the

throne, and unto the Lamb forever and ever ! Amen.' >>*

" When we consider the extreme of credulity to which,

on subjects unconnected with religion, experience has

repeatedly shown that the human imagination may be

carried, how easily people of warm conceptions may per

suade themselves that they feel what they wish to feel ;

* The Christian Observer, vol. ii. p. 133. ' .
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how much all internal feelings are liable to be produced,

or to fluctuate, according to the state of the nerves and

spirits, according to bodily health and constitution, ac

cording to the natural liveliness or slowness of fancy, ac

cording to the strength and sobriety or the weakness

and hastiness of the judgment ; we must regard it, I

think, as an instance of mercy and loving-kindness in

God, that He has not referred us, on the most important

of all subjects, to internal impressions, which must, ap

parently, be so dubious and uncertain, and, according to

their presence or absence, might excite groundless confi

dence or groundless despair.

" The Scriptures have given us a clearer and safer crite

rion. They refer us to solid facts—to a plain rule, which

we can not mistake but by our own fault. In various

passages, they describe ' the fruits of the Spirit,' the dis

position of heart, and the consequent course of life, which

distinguish those persons who are in a state of salvation.

Let a person examine his own heart and life impartially,

as before God, and compare them with the characteristic

descriptions given, in the New Testament, of the right

eous. If they agree with those descriptions, he may

humbly entertain a just confidence that he is in a state

of salvation: if they do not, he must conclude the

contrary.

" From these and numerous other passages ofScripture,

which might have been produced, it is manifest that the

standard, by which we are directed to learn, andmay learn,

whether we are in a state of salvation, is this—to examine,

and judge fairly, whether a fervent love, through faith,

of God andour Redeemer, proving itself by the only true

test, a life of habitual holiness, be the grandpredominant

principle which fills our heart and directs our actions.
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If that be so, we are ' born again ;' we live unto God

and Christ—not to ourselves, the world, the flesh, and

the devil ; we are in a state of salvation ; and the grace

of God will maintain us therein, if we ourselves stead

fastly labor to persevere, through His grace, in faith and

piety and holiness, unto death. If any other principle

than this be our ruling principle, or if we are balancing

between this and any other principle, we are not in a

state of salvation."*

Having served with great credit as a Vice-Lieutenant

of the county of Surrey, during the anticipation of Bona

parte's invasion, Lord Teignmouth, on resigning his sit

uation, was publicly thanked for his zeal and punctuality

in his official capacity. The following resolution was

unanimously adopted :

" That the thanks of the deputy-lieutenants be pre

sented to Lord Teignmouth, for the eminent services

rendered by him to this county during the period of his

superintendence as Vice-Lieutenant ; and particularly for

his great assiduity and exertion in conducting the affairs

of it at a juncture truly critical, by the severe indisposi

tion of the noble Lord-Lieutenant, and by the uncommon

pressure of business which at that moment devolved

upon him ; more especially for the courtesy and urbanity

so amiably manifested by his lordship, in his various com

munications with the Deputy-Lieutenants ; and for the

promptitude, spirit, and activity he displayed in giving

effect to their suggestions on many important occasions,

by which the public service was greatly promoted, and

the interests of the several parishes of the county secured

and benefited. " By command,

" Thomas Withorpe, C. G. M."

* The Christian Observer, vol. ii. p. 138.
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CHAPTER X.

Elected first President of the British and Foreign Bible Society—

The Life and Correspondence of Sir William Jones—Corre

spondence.

Having already, while in the vigor of manhood, occu

pied the highest position to which a subject of the United

Kingdom could aspire, Lord Teignmouth had a still

greater honor in reserve for him as the crowning glory

of his declining years. He was emphatically the man

whom the King of kings delighted to honor. And what

an honor it was to have his name identified with one of

the noblest institutions over which a human being had

ever been permitted to preside !

The British and Foreign Bible Society was formed on

the 7th of March, 1804, and the subject of these memoirs

became its first President.

Other institutions professing similar designs had been

formed, and proved wholly inadequate for the accomplish

ment of the objects they had in view.

A Bible Society had been formed at Paris, but soon

ceased to exist. A pious German nobleman had also es

tablished the Caustein Institution at Halle, which had in

one century, distributed, in part or in whole, three millions

of copies of the Holy Scriptures, in different languages.

Other societies existed that considered the distribution

of the Scriptures but as one—and by no means the chief
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object to which their efforts were directed. The restless

power disimprisoned by the French Revolution, and sub

sequently personified in the ambitious projects and ex

ploits of Bonaparte, had, for the time, apparently, anni

hilated the old conventionalities of Europe, and thrown

down the barriers that had hitherto proved so formidable

to the free intercourse of the inhabitants. Among these

political throes and devastations the Bible Society was

ushered into the world, breathing from its infant lips

peace and good will towards all men.

The Bible Society originated solely in the inability of

the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge to comply

with a request for copies of the Scriptures for the use of

the Welsh. Lord Teignmouth was invited to preside at

its first meeting ; but was prevented by indisposition, and

was appointed President at the suggestion of the Bishop

of London. The committee of the Society united in fixed

proportions—Churchmen, Dissenters, and Foreigners.

The secretaries were selected from each ofthese denomina

tions. The Vice-Presidents were exclusively of the

Church ofEngland ; and as but five twelfths of the com

mittee were allotted to the Church of Scotland and the

Dissenters, it occurred to Lord Teignmouth that it should

be proposed to these bodies to name two Vice-Presidents

from their own religious connections. They severally de

clined availing themselves of the offer. The Wesleyan

Methodists assigned, as their ground of refusal, that they

considered themselves represented by the bishops ; the

Quakers pleaded their aversion to distinctions ; and the

other classes of Dissenters expressed their unwillingness

to interfere, in a manner equally creditable to their hu

mility and their candor.*

* Owen's Hist.

9
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The name of Lord Teignmouth as the first President

of the Society, and the names of Bishops Porteus of

London, Barrington of Durham, Fisher of Exeter, and

Burgess of St. David's, as Vice-Presidents, show that

Episcopalians, even then, were not wanting in religious

zeal for the advancement of whatever contributed to the

success of the Redeemer's kingdom. The Rev. John

Owen, the Rev. Joseph Hughes, and the Rev. C. F.

Steinkopff, gave their gratuitous service for many years,

as Secretaries to the Society.

The following letter shows the fervor with which Lord

Teignmouth entered on his great work.

To Hubert Cornish, Esq.

" Clapham, June 24, 1804.

" Dear Hubert : I have daily purposed to write to

you, ever since I received your letter ; but something

has intervened to prevent it ; and unless I encroach upon

Sunday, I doubt if I shall find a vacant hour during the

the week. Our house, I can with truth say, did not ap

pear half so cheerful after our return from Pall Ma 1 as it

did before ; and we have never ceased for a day to wish

that you had remained with us. We hope you will return

when .you can, and consider Clapham as one of your

houses.

" Mr., Mrs., and Miss Gisborne staid a few days with

us after your departure ; and we regretted that their

time was too circumscribed to allow them to give us

more of their company : you would have been delighted

in Mr. Gisborne's society, for he hourly improves upon

you. We have now the once beautiful and still amiable and

interesting Lady Waldegrave for our guest. When you

saw her at Teignmouth, she was sixteen only, and is now
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about Charlotte's age. How the two ladies may have com.

pared together, I know not, but your sister has certainly

the advantage of her, and wears better.

"I have assumed my functions as President of the

British and Foreign Bible Society ; and was pleased and

surprised to find Quakers* as well as Dissenters attending

our Committee. I doubt if human ingenuity could devise

another principle for uniting Christians of various denom

inations ; and it shall be my endeavor to promote a spirit

of charity amongst them : they do not want it at present.

" The Bishops of London and Durham have honored

me and the Society, by consenting to be Vice-Presidents

of it. I tremble sometimes at the responsibility of the

situations in which I have been placed, and sincerely pray

to God that I may not disgrace my profession. I consider

it indeed as a means of grace, which He has mercifully

thrown in my way ; and my earnest desire is, to avail

myself properly of it. This diffidence and distrust of

myself will, I hope, prove a salutary caution. When I

can get franks, I will send you some of the plans of the

Society, that you may assist us in promoting the objects

of it amongst the well-disposed in your part of the world.

Mr. Venn gave us a most admirable discourse to-day on

instability in religion, pious and practical. I hardly ever

heard a subject more judiciously treated.

* Mr. Owen participated in, and accounts for the President's surprise,

on seeing Quakers at the Society's meeting :

" It had long been an opinion current in the world, that this class of

Christians entertained only a qualified respect for the Letter of Scrip

ture, and that consequently the Bible was very little read and recom

mended among them. Participating in the influence of this popular

prejudice, the author could not contemplate the appearance of Quakers

in such a connection without feeling a sort of astonishment, of which his

subsequent experience of their conduct in the British and Foreign Bible

Society has repeatedly made him ashamed." (Hist. i. 39.)
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" I have been to the exhibition, of which I thought

poorly ; but I was delighted with its neighbor—the pano

rama of Rome. The Bishop of Exeter happened to be

there at the same time ; and proved a most admirable

Cicerone, having passed some months at Rome, and being

well acquainted with every part of it : he mentioned hav

ing seen the pictures of a Sir J. Worsley, and as infin

itely superior to Mr. Angerstein's. I shall endeavor to

see them.

" We hear nothing of the invasion at present ; but the

opinion of the best informed is, that it is delayed only,

not relinquished.

"Mr. Pitt, you see, has stood his ground, and his

character has gained by his firmness. Nothing will, I

think, shake him, but the inability of the king to perform

his royal functions, to which I believe him at present fully

competent.

" We are all well.

• • • . a • a

" Yours affectionately."

The Memoir of the Life and Correspondence of Sir

William Jones, by the Right Hon. Lord Teignmouth,

appeared before the public in July, 1804. Its success

was complete, and far exceeded the author's most san

guine expectation.

His translations of Sir William Jones's Correspondence

in foreign languages were much admired and eulogized

by those capable of forming an opinion of their merit.

The work was most favorably noticed by the leading

Reviews* of the day.

* The following extracts are from the Edinburgh Review and the

Christian■ Observer:
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The folio-wing editions were issued at different periods:

July 1, 1804, 1000 copies, royal 4to.

Feb. 1, 1806, 500 ditto, ditto.

500 ditto, 8vo, 2 vols.

Sept. 30, 1807, 1000 ditto, ditto, 1 vol.

May 15, 1815, 1000 ditto, ditto, ditto.

On his reception of the work, Dr. Ford, of Oxford,

wrote to the author in these flattering terms :

Rev. Dr. Ford to Lord Teignmouth.

"Oxford, July 26, 1804.

" My Dear Lord : Accept my warmest thanks for

your charming present of your Memoirs of Sir William

"We now take our leave of this publication, with sentiments of the

utmost veneration for the virtuous and learned person whose history it

contains, and with feelings of no common gratitude to his noble bio

grapher. The rank to which he belongs, affords many temptations to

idleness, and has sometimes been considered as an apology for some

degree of licentiousness. There is more than usual merit, therefore, in

every instance, which it presents, either of literary activity, or of zeal

for morality and religion ; and as examples and lessons of this kiud

come with most effect from those whose station enables them to influ

ence a larger circle of observers, Lord Teignmouth must be held to have

deserved well of society by the publication of a work so friendly to the

interests of learning and of virtue. Independently of these consider

ations, however, this book is entitled to praise. The elegance of the

composition, and the zeal and knowledge in literature which it displays,

would do credit to the most practical author ; while the uniform can

dor and liberality of the sentiments it contains lay claim to a far higher

commendation."—Edinburgh Review.

" Of the manner in which Lord Teignmouth has performed the task

assigned to him by Lady Jones, it is not easy to speak too highly. Hia

Lordship, if we recollect right, succeeded Sir William Jones as Presi

dent of the Asiatic Society; and delivered, at Calcutta, an Address,

which we have seen in print, containing a brief account of his prede
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Jones, which I received on Saturday evening. The mo

ment I had an interval of leisure from an engagement

that occupied me at that time, I entered upon the perusal

of the volume with the highest pleasure ; and seized

every other that I could command till I had finished the

whole, which I did two days ago. If there be any por

tion of your work which has afforded me more peculiar

satisfaction than another, it is that in which you have so

undeniably proved that our friend's mind was never

tainted with infidelity, (which, indeed, I myself could

never believe,) but that he was firmly persuaded of the

truth of Christianity. Your own reflections, on this and

many other subjects, I shall, I am confident, often most

attentively read over again ; and never can I do so without

cessor. In the present Memoir, his Lordship has suffered Sir 'William

Jones to speak, in general, for himself; and by the unaffected simplicity

with which he has connected the letters of his friend, we are often led

to forget the biographer—a circumstance which, in our opinion, reflects

on the noble writer no small praise. But his Lordship has also given,

in the course of his work, indubitable proofs of extensive learning, of a

refined taste, and of a very sound judgment, both in politics and reli

gion. He has frequently introduced sentiments of deep importance ;

and he has infused into the whole volume a Christian spirit, which will

render it, as we trust, highly useful to the learned and the unlearned.

He has dwelt, with evident pleasure, on the religious part of the cha

racter of his friend ; and has considered his name as worthy to be ex

alted principally on that ground. If, in commenting on the writings or

character of Sir William Jones, we have seemed in any respect to go

beyond Lord Teignmouth, let it be remembered, that the nature of our

work, not any diversity of opinion of which we are conscious, has led to

our observations and digressions. To his Lordship we feel deeply in

debted for the valuable work with which he has favored the public ;

and we deem it to be a most happy circumstance, that the drawing up

of the Life of Sir William Jones has been committed to the hands of

one bo eminently qualified to render it an instructive lesson, both to the

present and future generations."—Christian Observer.
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being both instructed and delighted. I was so much

pleased with your translations, that I continued to <. o

through them without scarcely ever having recourse to

the originals. I have since read these inestimable me

morials—indeed they are— of Sir William, and those

excellent men, Reviczky and Henry Albert Schultens.

" Joseph the Syrian was well known to me. He visited

me in Oxford, about eleven years ago. I had afterwards

letters from him from Dublin and London ; the same per

son as, I think, is mentioned by Niebuhr the Danish tra

veller, and also by the late Professor Michaelis in his

German Arabic Grammar, as having been with them at

Copenhagen and Gottengin.

" My Prince of Palestine, indeed, wrote his name ra

ther differently; but Professor Schultens was not, I

observe, certain that he gave it correctly.

" Once more let me thank you for your admirable por

traiture of our friend ; and be assured that I am always,

my dear Lord, with the greatest respect and most sincere

regard,

" Your lordship's very obedient and

humble servant,

" Henry Ford."

" P. S.—I know not how to avoid adding, that I had a

visit on Tuesday from a gentleman with whom your Lord

ship must be acquainted—the Persian Professor at Mar-

low—who had taken a trip down to this place for only

two days. He had sat with me but a very short space,

before he said to me forcibly : ' Dr. Ford, you must read

the Life of Sir William Jones !' I instantly replied, that

I had done that. My friend, I could perceive, though

he had had time to read but a small portion of the Life,

had formed a very favorable opinion of it."
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Dr. Parr's opinion was more favorable than his Lord

ship had anticipated.

Hev. Dr. Parr to Lord Teignmouth.

''July 26, 1804.

" My Lord : I have been rambling in Northampton

shire and Cambridgeshire ; and I lately came to town, to

sit for my picture for Sir Francis Burdett.

" I have just received intelligence from Mrs. Parr that

your Lordship has most obligingly sent me a copy of the

' Life of Sir William Jones,' and I am eager to acknow

ledge the honor you have conferred upon me. I shall

read it with great attention and much interest the mo

ment I return to Wotton; and I shall then take the

liberty of writing to your Lordship fully. I return to

Cambridge in a day or two ; and perhaps I may be lucky

enough to find the book there, in the hands of some lite

rary friend. Dr. Raine of the Charterhouse sent his copy

to my lodgings a day or two ago, and I have read more

than half of its contents ; but my attention is every mo

ment interrupted by business ; and that I can only tell

you, for the present, that I am exceedingly delighted

with the style, the merit, and the judgment of the bio

grapher.

" I beg of you to present my best compliments to Lady

Jones, when you see her ; and I have the honor to be,

my lord, with great and just respect,

" Your Lorship's faithful well-wisher,

and obedient humble servant,

S".Parr.»

Mr. Wilberforce, with his usual compassion for the

oppressed, had taken much interest in a Chief of the
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Mohawk tribe of American Indians, called Tyonenhoka-

rawen, but better known by the English name of Nor

ton. He had gone to England as a deputation from his

Indian Brethren of the Five Nations, to obtain confirm

ation of the grant made to them on the Grand River

Settlement, in recognition of their good faith and assist

ance during the late war.

Lord Teignmouth and his colleagues in the Bible So

ciety, employed Norton to translate the Gospel of St.

John into the Mohawk language. Captain Brandt had

already translated into their language, the Liturgy of

Church of England, the Gospel of St. Mark, with some

portions of the Old and New Testaments. Norton exe

cuted his work with great accuracy. This was the first

attempt of the Society at publishing translations into

foreign languages. Norton remained under the Presi

dent's roof during the whole period, he was employed by

the Society.

Norton had excited the interest of Lord Teignmouth,

as may be inferred from this letter to Mr. Wilberforce :

To William Wilberforce, Esq.

"Clapham, September 22, 1804.

My Dear Sir : I am glad it is in my power to thank

for your letter of the 19th, which I received yesterday

only, after my return from seeing a most valiant battle*

between the English and French, on the coast of Wands

worth, and a series of hard conflicts thence to Clapham

Common. Our friend Norton would have made a con

spicuous figure amongst them. He passed the Monday

with me, as he had proposed ; and we had a long confer-

* Sham-fight of the Surrey Volunteer Corps.

9*
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ence on the best mode of promoting his interests. The

result was a letter to Lord Camden, which he was to de

liver, if his Lordship was not at home. I curtailed a few

strong expressions, seeing the advantage taken of him

by Mr. . If the said gentleman were to be weighed

against Tyonenhokarawen, he would, I fear, be found

light, however much he may undervalue the abilities of

the Mohawk. I have no objection to speak to Lord Mel

ville about him, but I have no knowledge whatever of

Lord Camden ; and, indeed, he might interpret my inter

ference, most justly too, into a reproach for his inatten

tion to his duty. The claims of the Five Nations appear

to me perfectly just ; and the justice and liberality of this

country ought to have prevented them. I feel a real

indignation at the treatment of Norton, their represent

ative. Lord Melville has been much absent lately ; but

if in this part of the world, which I will find out to-day,

I will see him, if possible, on Tuesday next, if necessary.

" I am, my dear sir,

" Your affectionate and much obliged servant."

The account of Mr. B.,* from Holland, is a very extra

ordinary production. I hope he will take care of—what

he uses to a good purpose—his head.

To the same.

" My Dear Sir : Clapham, Nov. 22, 1804.

• •••••

"What is going on in the political world is a secret to

me ; but if its horizon should be as gloomy as our atmo-

* Now Lord Brougham, who had been recently visiting the seat of

war on the Continent.
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sphere at present, it bodes no good. The prolonged pro

rogation of Parliament will keep you longer from us ;

which I regret for my own sake, as I long to take a bit

of cold meat with you in Palace Yard. Whether the

prorogation is in compliment to the Emperor, or the de

lay in the Imperial coronation in compliment to Mr. Pitt,

the parties concerned, best know. When I think of

Herod, I am tempted to surmise that the ne-plus-ultra of

Buonaparte's glory may be the ne-plus-ultra of his power

—or, perhaps, life. When, on the other hand, I look at

home, I do not see that humility and contrition which

may be required, before our judgments are passed ; and

Buonaparte may still be permitted to be a scourge of the

nations. I perhaps feel this the more, having just read a

sermon of Baxter's, preached before the House of Com

mons on April 30, 1660, at their Fast for the settling of

the nation : the text is from Ezekiel 36 : 31. I doubt if

the present House of Commons would patiently listen to

such a discourse, and should have a better hope of the

nation if they would ; it is a most impressive discourse,

searching and terrifying—what it ought to be.

" Our friend with the harsh name passed some days of

the last week with me, and on Saturday went to Al-

bury. He does not seem further advanced in his business

than when you saw him ; he loses nothing by an intimate

knowledge of him. Strong sense, sound judgment, and

upright principles, distinguish his character, and give him

a superiority over those who think slightly of him. No

thing was gained by his interview with l^ord Melville ;

and, from what he relates of his conversation with ,

it is clear that Monsieur la Secretaire is impressed with

unfavorable sentiments respecting the Indians. I detest

all policy which sports with principle. Sully says justly :

'Mais disons tout d'un coup a l'avantage de la vertu
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qu'elle est, tout Wen considere, ce qui assure de la man-

iere la plus infallible le succes.' With this axiom I con

clude, adding Lady Teignmouth's love, and my best

remembrance, to Mrs. Wilberforce.

" Yours very sincerely."

To Hubert Cornish, Esq.

"Clapham, Dee. 21, 1804.

" My Dear Hubert : I find so much occupation for

my legs during the frosty weather, that unless I borrow

half-an-hour of the evening I shall never find time to an

swer your letter. I am just returned from dining with

Henry Thornton, where I met the Spanish Admiral, and

his friend in command. The latter left America, where

he had resided many years, with his wife and eight child

ren, for the purpose of having the latter vaccinated, to

preserve them from the small-pox, of which he had a par

ticular dread. He is a melancholy instance of the vanity

of human precautions ; for he saw the ship containing his

wife and seven children blown up in the engagement with

our frigates. He was on duty himself in the Admiral's

ship, with his eldest boy of sixteen. His countenance

exhibited the most poignant affliction ; and I feel a relief

in not having heard the anecdote until we parted.

"I have only room to add,

" Yours affectionately."

" P. S.—I am glad Sir William Jones's Memoirs please.

The Christian Observer is too complimentary to me :

the Monthly Review as much so as I deserve, perhaps

more. I think few of the 1036 will be unsold by the end

of January."
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To Dr. Cornish.

"Clapham, Deo. 22, 1804.

" My Dear Jambs : ' I am a man again, thank hea

ven ! ' to which I most cordially say, Amen ! I never

read a more pithy or delightful sentence ; and have only

to add to it : May you be able daily and hourly to repeat

the same these forty years ! With such a' text, the life

of Methusalem must prove a pleasing comment.

" Now to your letter. It is a good letter in some re

spects, inasmuch as it gives good news of you and yours.

" It is a bad letter, inasmuch as the writer is given to flat

tery. I rejoice, however, that the life of Sir William

Jones pleases you, as I wish every body to think of him

as I do. There was one point in writing it which I

wished to attain—that of keeping the biographer out of

sight : have I succeeded or not ? I wonder the lynxean

eye of the said Doctor did not discover some classical

mistakes : ex gratia, Table of Errata, for Xeaxrjv read

kexrjv ; that is, for a Greek word substitute one which is

not Greek; but it is good Hindustanee, and I made a

quidpro quo. If the Edinburgh critics do not discover

it, I will post them for ignoramuses. As to your wood

cocks, when they do arrive, I will eat them, and drink

your health ; but if you will count the number you pro

posed sending, and will give me a Xia%7\v for each, I will

not eat it, but thank you, and think I gain by the -ex

change.

" I am yours affectionately."

The Bible Society, though unfavorably regarded in

many quarters, was not openly attacked until the begin
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ning of 1805. The first of a series of scurrilous pamph

lets was addressed to the President by an anonymous

author, under the title of "A Country Clergyman."

To investigate the charges contained in its pages, a

meeting was convened at London House, attended by the

President and Bishops. Mr. Owen gives the following

account of the result :

" The documents having been submitted to the inspec

tion of their lordships, and the matters in the statement

produced by the author particularly discussed, the Bish

ops expressed their entire satisfaction with the conduct ot

the Society, and unanimously determined that it should

continue to receive their patronage and support.

" Lord Teignmouth—whose equanimity on this, as well

as on every other similar occasion of trial, experienced no

sort of perturbation—listened to all that was said on

either side with the most tranquil and dignified compos

ure. At length, when the prelates had delivered their

judgment, his lordship addressed them in these memora

ble words :

" ' Well, my Lords, I know not what your lordships

may think ; but, for my own part, I can truly say, I had

rather be the object of ten such pamphlets than the au

thor of one of its pages. I thank God, my last moments

will not be embittered by the reflection of having written

such a pamphlet I' "

Mr. Owen subsequently replied to the Country Clergy

man.

Another source of great anxiety, about this time, was

the discussion respecting the text to be employed in the

proposed version of the Welsh Bible.

The Society had intrusted the revision of the text to
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the Rev. Thomas Charles, of Bala, whose Christian soli

citude for his countrymen had led to the formation of the

Society.

An eminent Welsh scholar having objected to the or

thography adopted by Mr. Charles, the Committee were

led, after an impartial investigation, to refer the subject

to the arbitration of a competent judge. The result was

the adoption of the version of 1752 in preference to that

of 1746.

The controversy was long and warm, but equally cre

ditable to all parties.

To William Wilberforce, Esq.

"Sidmouth, July 26, 1805.

" I have to thank you, my dear sir, for your two letters

of the twenty-third and twenty-fourth, together with the

Bishop of London's papers. On the subject of them I

have only to observe, that I wish bishops would think it

their duty to consider ; and when it was determined by

the Bartlett's-buildings and Bible Societies to print anew

edition of the Welsh Bible, it would not have been foreign

to their Episcopal functions to bestow a thought on the

edition to be used on that occasion. The Bartlett's-

buildings' Society determined to print from the edition of

1746. Our Society did the same : the Bishop of London

knew it, and the Bishop of St. David's also. Now I am

told, on the authority of Mr. Benyon, through both, that

the edition of 1752 is the best; and if we should adopt

this, we may then hear of another edition. I only want

to do what is right ; and would willingly, in a case of this

kind, act under the direction of the bishops, if they will

only bestow a proper consideration on subjects so pecu

liarly within their province. I fear our stereotype is
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advanced; if so, the edition of 1746 must stand. How

came the Bartlett's-buildings' Society to adopt that edi

tion, if that of 1752 were better, in the face of all the

bishops, members, patrons, and, I believe, vice-presidents

of that Society ? I will write to the Bishops of London

and St. David's.

" I have just got over one interruption, and will pro

ceed. I can not bring my mind to believe Norton to be

an impostor. I heard a suspicion respecting him from an

officer who came from Canada six months ago, and there

fore would not mention what I did not believe. I think

I could resolve the whole into the manoeuvres of the Ca

nadians, who, from what I hear, act systematically upon

the principle of defaming the Indians, in the hopes of

driving them westward.

" The future, with respect to the political horizon, has

nothing cheering ; and a disposition to rely upon Provi

dence is checked by a sense of having forfeited such a

claim to such a reliance, by our unworthiness. We must

not, however, indulge a despondency, but remember that

we have a God who is long-suffering and abundant in

mercy. We have indeed been most singularly favored,

above all nations ; and it is truly lamentable to think

how little impression the experience of these great mer

cies has made upon us. I remember, when I arrived in

October, 1798, 1 was forcibly struck with the apparent

insensibility of all ranks to the great deliverances which

we had experienced. These sensations were renewed,

upon the Peace ; and from that period to the present, we

appear to have trusted to an arm of flesh, insensible of

the dangers which perpetually surround us. "We may

see in individuals a sense of humility, contrition, and

abasement ; but what symptoms does the nation exhibit ?
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When I look to myself, I see enough, and more than

enough, to blame and condemn ; and when I count all

my blessings and enjoyments, I say, with fear and trem

bling, ' What am I, that I should have been so favored ?'

Amongst the greatest blessings which have been show

ered upon me, I reckon my residence at Clapham ; and

compare my situation there with that of

" I enjoy all the happiness this world can afford, even

more than I expect to retain during the remnant of my

life ; but if I gain in spiritual endowments what I must

expect to lose in worldly enjoyments, it will be a blessed

change ; and I have one pleasing prospect to look to, that

of bringing up my children in the fear of God and the

faith of Jesus. Human depravity I see in myself and in

my children : to correct it in both is my daily prayer and

constant effort, in humble reliance upon divine support

and assistance. I must conclude.

" Lady Teignmouth unites with me in affectionate re

membrances to Mrs. Wilberforce. She is keeping school.

Charles is studying Latin, in one room ; Anna in a third,

learning French ; and little Henry imbibing health and

strength on the beach. Colonel Hill and his family are

here. A brother of Lady Teignmouth's, with five child

ren, are residents of Sidmouth ; and my brother within

an easy walk, at Otterton. I shall, however, notwith

standing the pleasures of the place, return to Clapham

with increased satisfaction; and if my house be ready for

my reception, we hope to be ready to enter it at the end

of next month. I have made acquaintance with a clergy

man of the name of Barker, and like him much. As to

to the local pleasures of Sidmouth, and the society of the

place, I neither interfere with them, nor they with me.

I have only to add, that

" I am most affectionately yours."
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The Bishop of St. David's {Burgess) to Lord Teign-

mouth.

"Abergawetty Palace, August 6, 1805.

" My Lord : I regret that your lordship was not earlier

in possession of the information conveyed in Mr. Benyon's

letter. It was communicated, immediately on the receipt

of it, to the Bishop of Bangor ; at whose request I had

obtained it, for the sake of the Clarendon edition of the

Welsh Bible. But it did not then occur to me that it

could contain anything with which the Committee of the

Bible Society, after the long investigation which had

taken place, might be unacquainted. It does not, how

ever, seem too late to profit considerably from the edition

of 1752. If the whole of the Old Testament has not

been stereotyped, it would, I think, be better to compose

the remainder, however small a portion it may be, from

a correct copy, than from a less correct. But if there

should be any difficulty in that respect as to the corre

spondence of these two editions, now printing or prepar

ing, the whole of the New Testament might be printed

from it.

" I have the honor to be, my lord,

" Your lordship's most obedient servant."

' To the Bishop of St. David's.

"Clapham, October 29, 1805.

" My Lord : When I had the honor, in July last, to

receive, through the Bishop of London, your lordship's

suggestion that the edition of the Welsh Bible of 1752

should be followed by the British and Foreign Bible So

ciety, in preference to that of 1746, 1 mentioned my in
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tention of communicating it to the Society. The appre

hension which I expressed to your lordship at the same

time, that the progress made in printing the Welsh Bible

might prevent the adoption of your lordship's recom

mendation, appears to have been ill-founded, and the

matter is still open for decision.

" The resolution of the Bible Society to print from the

edition of 1746 was founded on the precedent of a similar

resolution which was understood to have been adopted

by the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge. The

propriety of a conformity in the editions of a Welsh Bible

to be circulated by the two Societies—the conviction that

the selection of the best edition to be followed had re

ceived the fullest consideration of the Society for Promot

ing Christian Knowledge, and that the resolution of that

Society had the sanction of the Bishops who are members

of it—were the reasons which induced the Bible Society

to follow their precedent. Upon reference, however, to

the resolution of the Society for Promoting Christian

Knowledge, it is not perfectly clear from it that it was

intended to adopt the edition of 1746, although I have

reason to believe it was so understood. The Bible So

ciety, notwithstanding the intimation in the report of the

committee to the subscribers at large, that it had been

determined to follow the example of the Society for Pro

moting Christian Knowledge in printing from the edition

of 1 746, would therefore, I imagine, consider themselves

at liberty to adopt the suggestion of your lordship, as it

must be their wish to pay every respect to so high an

authority. But as the Act of Uniformity subjects the

Welsh Bibles to the revision and approbation of the

Bishops of Hereford and the Welsh Bishops, it would,

hi my opinion, be most satisfactory to the Bible Society,

considering the preceding circumstances, if your lordship
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would condescend to nominate some person or persons to

prepare such a copy for the press as would be likely to

meet your lordship's approbation and that of the other

Welsh Bishops— a sanction which would preclude all

possible objection ; and I ventured to offer this sugges

tion to your lordship, without any communication with

the Bible Society. It is dictated by an anxious wish to

adopt the most unexceptionable mode of proceeding in a

matter of great importance. This motive will, I trust,

apologize for the liberty which I have taken in offering

it to your lordship's consideration.

" I have the honor to be, my lord,

" Your lordship's most obedient humble servant."

The allusions in Lord Teignmouth's correspondence to

Scott's Lay of the Last Minstrel, indicate his lively par

ticipation in the general delight excited by the appear

ance of that enchanting poem.

To Hubert Cornish, Esq.

"Clapham, November 15, 1805.

" My Dear Hubert :

" Yesterday I had a narrow escape of my neck ; for I

contrived to fall down a flight of stairs, with the funeral

apparatus of a * book and candle ' in my hand : and al

though I escaped bruises, I am so shaken, that I tremble

from head to foot to-day. It was well it was no worse !

" I wish we had a few more clenchers like Sir Richard

Strachan ; or, rather, more opportunities to do as he did !

which is all they want. I see, with you, the hand of

Providence, both as to sea and land ; and sincerely hope
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our day of humiliation may be devoutly devoted to the

Author of the blessings which He has bestowed upon us.

The death of Lord Nelson has greatly abated the public

joy for his victory. He had uncommon talents for the

situation he held.

" Remember us affectionately to Phil, Molly, and all

our relations. You can, I understand, procure at Ken

dall's, specimens of the different kinds of marble found in

the west of England, in small pieces, marked. I wish

you would procure for me two sets of specimens—one is

for Mr. Robert Thornton—and send them by the wagon.

I will repay you.

" Yours affectionately."

To William Wilberforce, Esq.

" Clapham, November 30, 1805.

"My Dear Sie:

"Miserable intelligence from the Continent! What

misery will the inhabitants of Vienna suffer! Let us

thank God that we, by His mercy, have been preserved

from it. What is to become of the troops which have

been sent to the Continent ? I never could bring my

mind to approve of the measure, but invariably con

demned it. The papers say Mr. Pitt is indisposed.

Strong as his nerves are, even though they should be

iron-bound, like Deloraine's, the continental wars will not

contribute to his recovery. I have just read a letter of

another description from the Continent, written by a

Roman Catholic Priest of the name of Gosner. I wish I

could send you a copy. It is most pious and pathetic.

I give you five lines from it, not the most excellent :

'"As the degeneracy of all outward Churches is so
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great and universal, and still threatens to become greater

and more general, I comfort myself with this, that the

Lord is retiring into the inner temple, and more glori

ously building up the Invisible Church. At least, He

does not sit idle at the right hand of His Father, nor can

He lose His suit. Whatever may now be the appearance,

He will finally be the gainer. Our duty is, however, to

pray more earnestly than ever, "Let Thy kingdom

come I" and " Lord, abide with us ! for it is toward

evening." '

" To this I can only add, Amen ! and that I am

" Most affectionately yours."

To Dr. Cornish.

"Clapham, January 4, 1806.

" My Dear James :

" I have now five sheets of Gould's Journal ;* and if it

had not interested me, I could not have gone through a

page of his handwriting. I rejoice to see your improve

ment in caligraphy. But for Gould, the characters

of truth, impartiality, aud discernment pervade every

part of his narrative ; and if he lives to be a general, he

will write and fight as well as Csesar. He has greatly

recommended himself to his commanding officer, as Gen

eral Deane told me.

" Gould's is dated the first of October. Lord Cornwallis

died on the fifth. He is a loss. Never was there a truer

patriot. I lamented Nelson— I lamented Pitt; but I

cried over Lord Cornwallis. He lost his appetite from

* Narrative of Goddard's celebrated expedition, by Dr. Cornish's

son, who bore a part in it, and whose early promise of distinction was

soon after cut off by a premature death.
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the moment ofhis embarkation. This was attributed to

the discontinuance of his daily mechanical jog-trot exer

cise at Madras. A slight indisposition of his bowels su

pervened : this increased debility, and increasing debility

terminated in inexistence.

• ••*..

"Your affectionate brother."

Lord Teignmouth's sorrow on the death of Lord Corn-

wallis was not diminished by the recollection of the unin

terrupted continuance of their friendly intercourse to the

p.riod of that nobleman's departure for India. Among

other proofs of his unabated regard for Lord Teignmouth,

was the acceptance of the office of sponsor to his second

son. He dined with Lord Teignmouth at Clapham pre

vious to his embarkation : on which occasion a large party

of their old Indian friends was assembled. And when

Lord Teignmouth could not refrain from expressing his

admiration of the devotion which induced Lord Cornwal-

lis to expose his constitution, at an advanced period of

his life, to the risks of an Indian climate, the patriotic

nobleman pointed to .his friend's family of seven children,

observing : " I have not those ties to bind me to

England."

The translation of the Gospel, by the Bible Society,

into the eastern languages occupied much of Lord Teign

mouth's attention. The Arabic version had been under

taken at the suggestion of Bishop Porteus, who thus ad

dressed the President on the subject ;

TJie Bishop of London (Porteus) to Lord Teignmouth.

"Sundridge, near Sevenoaks, Sept. 29, 1806.

" My Lord : When I had the honor of seeing you last,
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I took the liberty of expressing to you my wish that the

British and Foreign Bible Society would print some part

of the Bible in Arabic; and disperse it over the immense

continent of Africa, for the use of the Mohammedans,

who are very numerous, and some, perhaps, of the ne

groes too. Mr. Carlisle had prepared a version of the

New Testament in Arabic, which was to be sent there ;

but difficulties have arisen which have stopped its pro

gress, and it is now extremely doubtful whether it will

ever find its way there. But even if it should, there

would still be ample room for the exertions of the Bible

Society in the same line, on so vast a continent ; and

nothing, I am persuaded, would raise its reputation, and

increase the number of subscribers, more than such a

measure.

" It is, I understand, the intention of the Society to

send £1000 to the College at Calcutta, towards the trans

lation of the Scriptures into all the oriental languages in

India. This I entirely approve : and if to this were added

an Arabic version of the New Testament, or even of a

single Gospel for Africa, the Society might then justly

boast, that in the course of three years they had promoted

the circulation of the Scriptures in foreign languages in

Europe, Asia, Africa, and America; and this I could

wish to be announced in the very next report.

" It is indeed, I think, very much to be wished, for

several reasons, that the Society would make the transla

tions of the Scriptures into foreign languages, and the

diffusion of them in Pagan and Mohammedan countries,

the principal object of their attention. It is infinitely

more useful to sow the seeds of eternal life in the coun

tries where Christianity is unknown, than in those where

it is already established, though, perhaps, they may be

in great want of the Bible. There is a province which is
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peculiar to the British and Foreign Bible Society : it does

them great honor, and should be their characteristic

mark. Many other societies dispense English and Welsh

Bibles : but none, except the British and Foreign Bible

Society, dispense the Scriptures in heathen countries.

This distinction, then, they should, I think, carefully pre

serve, and consider the distribution of Bibles in this island

as a subordinate part of their business. This would also

answer another good purpose— it would greatly lessen

the jealousy experienced against the British and Foreign

Bible Society by that in Bartlett's-buildings, which at

present seems to look upon the former one as a rival, and

as interfering too much in a province which the latter

had for a long course of years considered as exclusively

its own : whereas in the foreign heathen department there

will be no rivalry, no competition, no clashing of interests

at all.

" Your lordship will, I trust, excuse me for having en

tered so much at large into a subject which, I confess, I

have very much at heart, and which I hope you will have

the goodnessto take into your consideration. The Bishop

of Durham authorizes me to say, that his sentiments per-

fertly concur with mine respecting the expediency of an

Arabic version of the whole or a part of the New Testa

ment ; and if it should meet also with your lordship's ap

probation, and that of the Society, it would, I am per

suaded, redound no less to the credit of the Society

itself, than to the benefit of that numerous race of unen

lightened people in the continent of Africa for whom it

is intended.

" I have the honor to be, with great regard and esteein,

your lordship's very faithful and obedient servant,

" B. London."

10
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Same to the same.

"Sundridge; October 10, 1806.

" My Lord : My best thanks are due to your lordship

for the two very obliging letters which I have had the

honor of receiving from you, and for your ready compli

ance with the Bishop of Durham's wishes and mine

respecting an Arabic version of the Scriptures for the

continent of Africa. It will, I am confident, redound no

less to the credit of the Society than to the benefit of

that numerous unenlightened race for whom it is designed,

the Moors of Africa. Pagans and Mohammedans,

wherever they can be come at, are unquestionably the

objects that demand our first and principal attention :

and with respect to the latter, there are peculiar reasons

for dispersing the Scriptures among them / because, as

they are bitter enemies to idolatry, and firm believers in

the doctrines of the Unity, they are in a far better state

for conversion to Christianity than heathens, who are

commonly either idolaters, polytheists, or both.

" The direction to the Bishop of Durham is at Monge-

well House, near Wallingford, Oxfordshire. He will, I

am sure, be very happy to hear from your lordship ; and

you will obtain from him an authentic and satisfactory

account of Mr. Carlyle's Arabic version.

" I have the honor to be

" Your lordship's very faithful obedient servant,

"B. London."
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CHAPTER XI.

, Ecclesiastical Establishments in India—Correspondence.

So far back as the reign of William III.* an act of the

Legislature enjoined the Company " constantly to main,

tain in every garrison and superior factory one minister,

and to provide them also one decent and convenient place

for divine service only." And further, it appointed : " That

such ministers as should be sent to reside in India should

apply themselves to learn the native language of the coun

try, the better to enable them to instruct the Gentoos

who should be servants of the company, or their agents,

in the Protestant religion." It was also provided that

these ministers should be approved by the Bishop of

London, and consequently should be of the Established

Church.f

In 1793, the House of Commons passed the resolution,

" That it is the peculiar and bounden duty of the Legis

lature to promote, by all just and prudent means, the in

terest and the happiness of the British dominions in India ;

and that, for these ends, such measures ought to be adopt

ed as may gradually tend to their advancement in useful

knowledge and to their religious and moral improve

ment:'''' and further, "that sufficient means of religious

worship and instruction be provided for all persons of the ,

* Charter of the Bast-India Company, 1698.

f Le Baa' " Life of Bishop Middleton," voL i. 30.
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Protestant communion, in the service and under the pro

tection of the East-India Company in Asia ; proper minis

ters being, from time to time, sent out from Great Britain

for these purposes."

These declarations had remained nugatory ; whilst an

Order of the Court of Directors, issued in 1797, for build

ing churches in the Presidency of Bengal lay dormant for

twenty years.* The experience of upwards of a century

apparently indicated, that to impart efficacy to the views

of the government, by originating, systematizing, and

superintending the measures contemplated by its resolu

tions, the formation of an ecclesiastical establishment in

India was essential. To this auspicious result the inci

pient operations of the Bible and various missionary socie

ties directly or indirectly contributed; whilst it was

powerfully accelerated by the publication of the " Memoir

of the Rev. Claudius Buchanan," and the prize disserta-

tations produced by his munificence. That Lord Teign-

mouth should entertain doubts as to the practical wisdom

of provoking public discussion on a subject on which

strong prejudice and lively apprehension still existed, can

not excite 'surprise, when seven years subsequent to this

period, notwithstanding the growing force and depth of

the current of public opinion in favor of the proposed

objects, his evidence before the House of Commons was

opposed, by the authority of Mr. Hastings, and one of his

own former colleagues in the government ; and jt was

also thought prudent, by those best competent to form an

opinion on the state of feeling in many quarters, to sup-

.press the sermon preached on the consecration of the first

bishop.*

With the jealous apathy of the Court of Directors on

* Lo Bas' " Life of Bishop Middleton," vol. i. 41.

' * lo Baa' "Life of Bishop Middleton," voL i. 62.
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the one hand, and the servile timidity of ecclesiastics on

the other, it is refreshing to witness the apostolic zeal of

the Baptist missionaries at Serampore, who, regardless alike

of applause and patronage, ridicule and persecution, per

severed in their labors to evangelize India. Equally cre

ditable is the healthy sentiment expressed by the subject

of these memoirs in his review of Dr. Buchanan's work :

" We are far from admitting the assertion of Dr. Bu

chanan, that our Indian dominion, consolidated by our

power, is now impregnable. It is not, however, our in

tention to enter into political considerations, further than

they bear upon the point which we mean to enforce.

Experience proves that there is no political evil more pro

bable, or more fatal, than that which arises from a confi

dence of security ; and which, by discarding apprehen

sion, is blind to the necessity of precaution. Against this

we wish to guard. However confidently we may rely

upon the passively submissive dispositions of the Indians,

and on the proved fidelity of the native troops, we must

not overlook the operation of principles which may affect

the stability of our empire in the East, and may overturn

it with a rapidity greater than that by which it has been

established. It is true, that the power of the Moham

medan Princes has been subverted ; that the influence

and authority which the natives possessed under the for

mer Mohammedan government no longer exist ; and that

amongst the different potentates established in Hindostan

there may not at this time be one who possesses sufficient

ability, authority, and means, to arrange and lead a com

bination against us. But India has seen a Timour, ah

Aurungzebe, and a Nadir Shah ; and until our subjects

there shall be assimilated with us by a community of re

ligious faith, we shall never consider our dominion as se
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cure against the effects of external attack or internal com

motion. It will be long before the Mohammedans lose

the recollection of that supremacy which they were com

pelled to resign to us ; and their bigotry is interwoven

with their creed. And although the bulk of the Hindoos

may be governed more by custom than opinion, in their

attachment to their own superstitions, and may not have

entirely forgotten the tyranny of Mohammedan intoler

ance, they are, nevertheless, identified in so many respects,

that the possibility of an union between them, against

European intruders, may be easily conceived."

" To us it appears, however, that the influence of an

Episcopal establishment, in advancing the civilization of

the Hindoos, will materially depend upon the characters

of the heads of that establishment, and of the members

who compose it. Supposing them to be animated with

the apostolic zeal and sound piety of a Swartz or a Brain-

erd, the most sanguine expectations may be entertained

of the success of their labors among the natives of India.

On the other hand, if it be allowable to surmise the pos

sibility of their lukewarmness or indifference to the con

version of the natives—if they should not even feel an

anxiety for the accomplishment of it—our expectations

would be greatly disappointed ; and the same disposition'

which renders them inactive might induce them to view

with jealousy and aversion the zealous exertions of mis

sionaries of a different communion."

While the Bible Society had to encounter much oppo

sition at home, the hearts of the venerable President and

his devoted colleagues were much cheered by the rapid

progress of the work in which they were engaged. The

following letter will serve to show that they had every

reason to thank God and take courage :
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Prince■ Alexander Galitzin to Lord Teignmouth.

"St. Petersburgh, Jan. 20, 1814.

" My Lord : The committee of the St. Petersburgh

Bible Society has charged me, on the occasion of the de

parture of the Rev. John Paterson for England, to write

to your Lordship, to express their most unfeigned grati

tude to the British and Foreign Bible Society for having

sent hither this worthy member, whose attention and

cares have been so hearty and so successful for the benefit

of the Bible Society in Russia.

f " The first year of the existence of this our Society has

been already signalized by very numerous and consider

able enterprises and actions. Besides the distribution of

the Holy Scriptures in different languages throughout

several countries of this extensive empire, the committee

have partly begun, and partly undertaken to print them in

the Sclavonic, the German, Finnish, French, Polish, Arme

nian, and Kalmuck or Mongul, dialects. The number of

members and benefactors in this salutary work increases

daily ; the most distant provinces of Russia are emulating

the nearest, in the active contribution towards the success

of it ; and the light of the Word of God begins to illu

minate the cottages of the poor, the asylums of the help

less, the hospitals, and the prisons. The prisoners of

war partake of it ; even the heathens and Mohammedans

begin to receive and feel it. In the mean time, the happy

effect of the establishment of the St. Petersburgh Society

and its committee was the production of similar com

mittees, or rather parts of our General Committee. In

several cities of Russia, such as Moscow, Riga, Yaroslaw,

Dorpat, Revel, and Mittau, we entertain the most san

guine hopes, from the cooperation of these partial com

mittees in our general undertakings.
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"The committee, whilethey prostrate themselves before

the Almighty Giver of all good, who with one hand hath

delivered Russia from her outward enemies, and with the

other planted in her bosom an institution for disseminat

ing more effectually His word, acknowledge, with heart

felt satisfaction, the instruments of His holy decrees. The

British and Foreign Bible Society have acquired a sacred

right to the everlasting gratitude of the Society at St.

Petersburgh ; which can not, at the same time, but give

a solemn testimony to the indefatigable cooperation of

their member, the Rev. John Paterson, in their splendid

successes.

"Accept, my Lord, the assurance of my esteem and

most unfeigned respect for your person.

" I have the honor to be

" Your Lordship's most humble

and obedient servant,

" Prince Alexander Galitzin."

The following letters to his sons exhibit a new and

pleasing feature of Lord Teignmouth's character. The

limits of this work admit but few of these beautiful

expressions of a fond and pious father's love and solici

tude for their present and future well-being. It was on

their account that he had removed from Clapham to

Portman Square, London.

To his Sons.

"Broadstairs, Isle of Thanet, Kent,

Aug. 17, 1807.

" My Peae Boys : I now begin, for the first time, a

correspondence with you ; and I hope it will tend to con

firm and improve that affection which we mutually feel.
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We are now separated ; but I do not think the less of

you on this account ; on the contrary, a thousand things

daily remind me of you both ; and I should be happy to

have you with me at Broadstairs, if I were not convinced

of the necessity of leaving you under the tuition of Mr.

Greaves, where you have all the means of improvement

. which you would want here. The great object of this

short life, is to fit us for a better, which will never end.

God requires us to do our duty to God and man ; but we

can not do it unless we first learn it ; and I have there

fore placed you in a situation where you may learn it.

You can not perhaps at present see the connection be

tween Latin and Greek, and the duties you will have

hereafter to discharge ; but you will, if it please God to

preserve your lives, feel the value and utility of the

knowledge of these languages, and of the other instruc

tion which you acquire at school : in the mean time, your

duty now requires you to rely upon your parents, to obey

your master, and to be diligent in taking advantage of

the means of instruction afforded you. Our present se

paration may be short ; but the time must come when

we shall be separated forever in this world, and, in the

common course of nature, you will be left without par

ents.

" Believe me ever your affectionate father."

To his Sons.

"Broadstairs, Oct. 31, 1807.

" My Dear Boys :

" I can assure you both, that to hear from you is one

of the greatest pleasures we receive here; and we only

regret that we can not have the greater satisfaction of

10*
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your company without impeding your improvement. The

duties of life must be first and constantly attended to ;

and duty carried me away to Bengal, from the society of

your mother, Charlotte, and a sweet little sister whom

you never knew but by name, Caroline Shore. It was a

heart-breaking separation on both sides ; as I was going

to a climate which had ever proved inimical to my health,

at the distance of sixteen or seventeen thousand miles :

but it pleased God to bring us together again in Eng

land ; and for the two little girls whom I lost, I have

now six children, whom I love equally well. I am now

enjoying the reward of my toil. The case would have

been very different, if I had yielded to the suggestions

of inclination, instead of those of duty.

• • • • • «

" I do not wonder that you should be affected by the

death of Mrs. : it is a grievous affliction to her

children, whom I sincerely pity. Our lives are at the

disposal of Providence ; and as we can not rely upon the

duration of them a single day, it behoves us, therefore,

to be constantly prepared to resign them, whenever it

shall please God to require them ; and so to live in obe

dience to His holy commands, that we may trust in the

merits and mediation of Christ His Son, for our accept

ance With God, the pardon of our sins, and a happy eter

nity. ' Remember thy Creator in the days of thy youth,'

is the advice of the wisest of men, who wrote under the

inspiration of the Holy Spirit ; and your Creator is the .

only friend upon whom you can with certainty rely. He

will be your only consolation, if it should please Him to

make you suffer the affliction which he has imposed upon

the ——'s.

• • • « • «

" I am," etc., etc.
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Much, business both at home and abroad, especially in

connection with Indian . affairs, occupied his Lordship's

time. But it was the cause of the Bible Society, with

which he had now thoroughly identified himself, that en

grossed the principal share of his time and attention.

He is thus described by the Rev. C. F. Steinkopff, one

of the oldest Secretaries of the Society :

"In all his official and private intercourse with the

members, the venerated President never evinced the

smallest partiality towards this or that particular class or

communion. When any measure was proposed in the

Committee, or any question was discussed, he listened to

every speaker with the most perfect candor and the kind

est attention ; often giving to the arguments and reason

ing for or against any proposition a far more deliberate

consideration than was supposed by the party from whom

those arguments proceeded. He was possessed of an

admirable calmness and composure of mind, not to be

disturbed by any heat in the debate, or any accidental

warmth of expression. Even when complicated and deli

cate subjects were brought under consideration, and dif

ferences of opinion arose, he still retained his self-poses-

sion. Often have I watched his countenance, and every

feature still expressed the placidity of his mind ; nor do I

recollect a single instance in which even a symptom of

impatience betrayed itself. After calmly listening (some

times for several hours) to every thing advanced on one

or the other side of the question, he might be seen mak

ing some memorandums : after which he would propose

a resolution, so adapted to the occasion, and so wisely

and discreetly worded, that it was not unfrequently

adopted at once by all parties."
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" It is impossible," observes the Dean of Salisbury, in

a letter already alluded to, speaking of Lord Teign-

mouth's annual discharge of the duties of President, " to

be acquainted with the character or attainments of Lord

Teignmouth, and to witness his conduct when presiding

at the public meetings of the Society, without feeling

how powerfully his sincere and sober piety, his attentive

and candid spirit, his extensive knowledge, his practical

wisdom, his grave and persuasive eloquence, his admira

ble temper, and his dignified yet conciliating manners,

were calculated to support and accredit an institution

comprising Christians of all ranks and denominations,

and designed to diffuse the records of revealed truth to

every nation under heaven."

To a Young Person.

"June 21, 1809.

"The retirement of affords you most ample

means.for reflection and meditation ; and they can not

be better applied than to the review of your past life.

The practice of self-examination is absolutely necessary

for our improvement : it is the injunction of moralists

and divines, and it is equally the doctrine of heathens

and Christians. No person was ever reformed until he

had seriously and habitually exercised himself in this

necessary duty : those who shut their eyes against their

faults can never improve. ' None are so deaf as those

that will not hear,' the proverb says ; and we add, ' None

are so blind as those that will not see.' I am therefore

exhorting you to a duty of the first obligation and im

portance ; and your happiness, both here and hereafter,

is closely connected with a conscientious discharge of it.
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" You also know, to use the words of Dr. Paley, ' that

without the governing, preventing, inspiring, and assist

ing grace of God we can do nothing.' Seek the first by

prayer, to enable you to enter upon the review and ex

amination which I recommend, with'seriousness, accuracy,

and effect. Beseech Him to assist you in discovering

your heart to you, and to remove all prejudice which

may conceal the truth from you. He knows your heart,

and sees its inmost recesses : there is no concealment

from Him : and although we may be hypocrites to the

world and to ourselves—which is no uncommon case—we

can not be hypocrites in the sight of God.

" Consider, first, how you have discharged your duties

to Him ? Have you been regular in your devotions ?

are they devoutly performed ? Are you in the habit of

constantly seeking and constantly returning thanksgivings

for His protection, and the blessings which you enjoy ?

Is the desire to please Him the motive of your actions ?

Do you fear to offend Him ? Do you read the Scriptures

with prayer, to enable you to comprehend and obey

them ? And do you meditate upon what you read, with

a view to fix it in your mind, and make it the rule of

your conduct ? Secondly, consider your duty to your

parents, who are to you Gods on earth. Have you been

attentive to their wishes, commands, and instructions ?—•

to please them, to anticipate their wishes, and to return

the obligation of duty, gratitude, and affection ?

"All these are questions which you must answer before

the tribunal of Jesus Christ ; through whom your prayers

must be offered, and by and through whom alone you

can hope for acceptance with God.

" It is impossible to remain stationary in the Christian

career ; if we do not advance, we must recede."
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The following selections from a Journal reveal a devo

tional spirit of no ordinary character :

"Sunday, Oct. 16, \ 809.—Almighty and most merciful

God and Father of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,

who alone knowest our hearts, do Thou in mercy lay

open mine to Thee, that I may see all its pollution and

depravity ! Suffer me not to he ignorant of my follies,

defects, and sinfulness ! Thou seest through the vail of

that hypocrisy with which we are prone to cover our

selves ; Thou knowest my vanity and self-love, which are

so apt to blind and deceive me ; Thou perceivest my dull

ness and insensibility to spiritual things. Oh ! make mo

deeply sensible of them ! Convince me, O God ! how

much I fail in my duty to Thee and to my fellow-crea

tures ! Recall to my recollection all the sins and trans

gressions of my past life ; and enlighten me, that I may

know whether I have truly repented of them. Make mo

duly sensible of any want of faith and holiness, of my

self-indulgence, of my neglect of Thy holy word and

commandments, of any uncharitableness toward my fel

low-creatures, of my proneness to blame them for what

I myself practise, of any disposition to exaggerate the

faults of others and extenuate my own. Lay open my

heart, O Lord ! to me, even as it is to Thee, that I may

see its impurity and deformity, and no longer blindly fol

low its corrupt suggestions ! Am I irritable, petulant,

peevish, discontented, either in sickness or health ?

Make me feel it, and how much I offend Thee by it. Do

I suffer unholy thoughts to tempt me with a sense of it,

and of the sinfulness of indulging them ? Am I addicted

to intemperance or sensuality ? Remind me of it by Thy

corrections, O Lord ! Am I inclined to malice or re-.
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venge ? show me the wickedness of such an inclination.

Do I waste my time in amusements, in unprofitable read

ing, in exercises or recreations for the improvement of

my health, or in any other mode ? impress me with a

deep sense of the dreadful responsibility of my conduct.

Am I negligent in the discharge of my duties, as a hus

band, father, master of a family, subject, or member of

society ? expose all my omissions to me. Enlighten and

instruct me, O Lord ! that I may see and know what I

really am ; that I may strive, and watch and pray, against

all those sins which most easily beset me : and not only

give me a knowledge of my sinfulness, but an earnest

desire to repent of it ! May Thy Holy Spirit fill me with

a deep and abiding contrition for the manifold sins and

transgressions of my past life, and lead me to true repent

ance! Create in me a hew heart, and renew a right

spirit within me ! Repentance is Thy gift, O Lord ; and

without Thee I can not so much as desire it ! Make me

watchful and circumspect, and careful to avoid and resist

temptation ! And, above all, I implore Thee for that

true faith in Jesus which will teach me to know Him as

my Saviour and Redeemer—as my Master, Lord, and

Judge ! Give me grace to trust in Him for the remission

of my sins ; and to know and feel that I can have no

hopes of pardon but through the blood which He shed

on the cross. O Spirit of Truth and Love ! do Thou not

only enlighten my mind, but warm my heart with holy

fire ! Make my will conformable to Thy will. Sanctify

every affection of my heart. Let all my powers conspire

to glorify my Creator. Hear me, O merciful God ! for

Thy blessed Son's sake.

"October, 1810.—On the eighth of this month I com

pleted my fifty-ninth year. Alas ! what a catalogue of

dark crimes the review of my life would exhibit. I have
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this consolation, however, .that I do not wish to forget

them ; on the contrary, I daily enumerate them, as far as

I recollect, in my confessions to God, with humble prayer

that He would make the burden of them intolerable, the

memoiy of them grievous ; that He would make me

loathe and detest myself, for having offended Him who

has loaded me daily with benefits. I have struggled and

prayed against the temptations which more easily beset

me; and God, I trust, has heard my prayers. I have

been more watchful to correct the faults of my temper,

and more diligent in my prayers and meditations. I have

a more enlivening apprehension of God's mercy in Christ.

On the other handj I see that I am far, very far removed

from what I ought to be. O Blessed Jesus, Lamb of

God, Son of God, who takest away the sins of the world,

look down from Thy throne of glory upon a poor wretch

who implores Thy pardoning mercy ! Oh ! speak that

word which called the dead Lazarus from the tomb, and

raise up my soul, dead in trespasses and sins ! Oh ! teach

me to servo Thee, worship Thee, honor, love, and obey

Thee ! Be Thou ever the desire of my heart ! Oh ! fill it

with all joy and peace in believing !. Strengthen me, as

I advance in years, with the Holy Spirit, that I may daily

grow dead to the world, and alive to Thee ! O Blessed

God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, have mercy on me a

sinner ! My heart's desire is, to serve and obey Thee.

Increase my faith, strengthen my desires, purify and sanc

tify my heart, that it may be devoted to Thee !"

To one of his Sons.

"Portman Square, Dec. 3, 1810.

• • . • • • •

" The King of Prussia, commonly called Frederick the

Great, adopted the spirit of the Carthaginian law respect
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ing their Generals ; for he punished any of his cavalry

who happened to fall. Dr. Moore, the Traveller, men

tions an anecdote to this purpose, that a man fell from

his horse, hurt himself much, and was still punished.

When it was urged to the king, that the man had suf

fered severely by his fall, bis answer was : ' It may be so ;

but such accidents were much less frequent since it had

been made a rule to punish them invariably.' By the

way, the conduct of the king—although I have no doubt

as to its motive—may admit of a question. Was it

humanity, or not ? Might he not punish his soldiers to

prevent their breaking their limbs or necks ? I have also

an observation to make respecting the Punica fides,

which was proverbial. The accounts of Roman Histo

rians, the enemies of the Carthaginians, are to be received

cum grano salts; namely, with great allowances. If

you believe Buonaparte, the war which has so long deso

lated Europe, proceeds from our ambition, not his. An

Englishman will, without hesitation, apply to this, Cras

credo; hodie nihil. In reading Rollin, and History,

carry in your recollection the homely proverb, ' Honesty

is the best policy.' You will see that the prosperity of

nations is invariably promoted by good faith, sincerity,

and probity ; whilst the opposite vices, although they

may be attended with temporary advantage, will ulti

mately prove prejudicial. This is the order of Provi

dence ; and if we can not always assign a retribution to

national acts of injustice and bad faith, the page of .his

tory shows that such retribution actually takes place.

The violation by Saul of the oath of security granted by

the Israelites to the inhabitants of Gibeon was after

wards punished by a three years' famine in the reign of

David. This might be exemplified by Profane History.
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" His (Homer's) hero Achilles is but a brute ; and Ho

race well describes him, Impiger, iracundus, etc. He

was, however, susceptible of affection; and if Homer

had not softened his character, it could not have been

tolerated. Hector is an amiable character ; and although

the Trojans brought their destruction on themselves, I

am almost tempted to lament the success of the Gre

cians."

To one of his Sons.

"Portrnan Square, Feb. 26, 1811.

..." But remember that languages are only useful as

they give us knowledge of things. To be able to con

strue Tacitus, Homer, or Sophocles, is one thing; to

understand them is another. Tacitus is an author full of

deep and useful reflection ; his language is concise, but

pregnant with matter ; and in a single lino or sentence

describing the character of men and manners, he places

them before our observation with more clearness and

precision than other authors in as many pages as he em

ploys lines. The plan of abstracting, which you have

adopted, is excellent ; it is equally calculated to form

your style, and to impress on your memory what you

read ; but with respect to Tacitus, you will oftener find

it useful to dilate than to compress, and to develop his

observations by pursuing them to their consequences.

Many lines in Tacitus would make a theme for pages.

You should also try to read Homer and Sophocles critic

ally ; endeavor to understand their beauties and defects,

both in their sentiments and language. Scenic repre

sentations are, in general, descriptive of the taste and

-
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manners of a nation ; to which if they are not suited, they

will not please. Carry this idea with you, in reading

Sophocles; he was contemporary with the last of the

Jewish prophets, Malachi.

"Do not De contented with any thing short of excel

lence ; and whatever you learn, make yourself master of

it. Ten lines thoroughly comprehended are of more use

than one hundred merely construed.

"Above all, remember, every moment of your life, that

you are the heir of eternity. What a delightful hope,

my dear boy, to look forward to the enjoyment of each

other's company in the society of purified saints, under

the shadow of the throne of God our Saviour, in whose

presence there is fullness of joy, and at whose right hand

there are pleasures for evermore !" .

To one of his Sons.

"Portman Square, Oct. 11, 1811.

" On the eighth ofthis month, I completed my twelfth

lustrum ; and when I look back to my past life, I can

not find words to express my gratitude for the varioua

mercies which I have received during the course of it.

Amongst these, I reckon the afflictions which I have suf

fered, much fewer, indeed, than I have deserved. Un

happy must that man be, and most ignorant of his own

heart, who does not consider the calamities which he suf

fers, either of body or mind, as amongst the greatest

blessings. I am sure I can say from my heart : ' It is

good for me that I have been afflicted.' God knows

what is best for us ; and we ought not to pray for exemp
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tion from misfortune, but tha tall His dispensations may

be sanctified to us. How many who are now rejoicing

in hope might have gone on in a career of thoughtless

ness, if God had not interposed, to recall them to consid

eration and dependence by the stroke of affliction. AH

my concern in this world is, to prepare myself for leaving

it ; and, by God's blessing, to enable you and my child

ren to pass through life in the fear of God, doing your

duty to Him and your fellow-creatures. Of this duty

your Catechism contains an admirable compendium,which

can not be too deeply impressed on the heart. You men

tioned your intention of participating the Communion—

a Sacrament instituted by Christ Himself, for the contin

ual remembrance of the sacrifice of His death, and the

benefits which we receive thereby. Nothing is so well

calculated to impress this remembrance as the frequent

repetition of that Holy Ordinance ; and I pray God to

make you deeply sensible both of the duty and benefits

attending it. I wish to see you learned ; I wish to see

you accomplished ; but I am more anxious to see you

grow up in faith and holy obedience, which is its natural

and necessary fruit ; nor is there any incompatibility in

these wishes : they may all be realized. Never forget,

that all our comforts in this life—all our hopes of the next

—flow from the love of God in Jesus Christ. I find

great benefit in storing my mind with passages in the

Scripture; they supply subjects for meditation during

my walks and sleepless nights. I will put down a few :

St. John's Gospel, the fourteen first verses ; Epistle of St.

Paul to Titus, the 11th, 12th,- 13th, and 14th verses of

the second chapter ; the 5th, 6tb, 7th, and 10th verses

of the Epistle of St. Peter : the 14th and following verses

to the end of the fifth chapter of St. Paul to the Gala-

tians; St. James, the third chapter, the loth and follow

ing verses to the end—cum multis aliis."
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To the Hon. C. J. Shore.

" Portman Square, Oct. 28, 1813.

" Mt Dear Charles :

"What I saw at Cambridge would furnish, subjects for

a volume of reflections. I can not conceive a situation

more exposed to dangerous temptations than that of a

college life ; particularly to those whose religious prin

ciples have not been duly cultivated, and who are left to

their own exclusive guidance, without a conscientious

friend or tutor to direct and Instruct them. The danger

becomes the greater, if, from their rank, they should be ex

empted from the stricter rules of collegiate discipline, and

be allowed indulgences not permitted to those of inferior

stations. If I am to credit what I heard at Cambridge,

I must consider Noblemen as placed there for thepur-

pose of passing two or three years at the University with

out any obligation to attend to their improvement ; and

that few are entitled to appreciate to themselves the

eulogium of Tacitus on Helvidius Priscus: 'Ingenium

illustre altioribus studiis juvenis admodum dedit ; non ut

plerique, ut nomine magnifico segne otium velaret, sed

quo firmior adversus fortuita, rempublieam capesseret.'

(Hist. lib. iv. c. 5.)

"You have the invaluable advantage of a religious

education, and are not ignorant of the doctrines and

duties of that faith which alone can give you happiness

here or hereafter. ' Let him,' however, ' that thinketh

he standeth, take heed lest he fall.' We must ever dis

trust ourselves ; and pray to God for His Holy Spirit to

guide and instruct us, to suggest good resolutions, and to

enable us to perform them. Our sufficiency is of Him ;

and whatever we attempt must be undertaken in depend
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ence on His support, which will not be denied to.serious

and devout prayer. Sir Matthew Hale, a most learned

Judge and sound Christian, used to say, that the business

of the week never went on well unless he began it with

devout supplication for God's help. He was born A.D.(

1600, and died in 1676. I am particularly anxious that you

should imitate the example of Sir William Jones, in mak

ing a regular allotment of your time and studies ; by an

adherence to which he attained his great proficiency in lit

erature and science. By this means, when you enter your

room, you will not be at a loss for immediate occupation.

An artist who has several pieces of mechanism to execute,

if he wastes time in considering which he is to begin,

when his hands ought to be employed, will find at the

close of the day that he has made little progress. ' Mag

num vectigal est parsimonia,' is a maxim as applicable to

your time as to your purse. If indolent amusements and

idle dissipations are permitted to occupy the hours which

ought to be devoted to study, distinction will never be

acquired. Relaxation leads to inactivity, that is, an inca

pacity for exertion, and, finally, to indifference or despair.

A college fife to an idle man, if he retains any conscience,

must be an irksome situation. Experience and observ

ation have uniformly proved that occupation in the line

of duty is a great—I may say, an indispensable—source

of happiness ; it is the dispensation of Heaven. In the

allotment of your time, you will make an allowance for

recreation and exercise ; for the vigor of the mind mate

rially depends on the temperament of the body. The

habit of early rising will improve your constitution and

intellect ; endeavor, my dear Charles, to acquire it. And

whilst I am on the article of' Habits, let me recommend

you to read Paley's chapter on 'that subject. Whilst I

am writing this, the words of St. Paul come forcibly over
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my mind : ' Paul planted, Apollos watered ; but God

gave the increase.' To Him my prayers are daily offered

for you. Consider me, ever, my dear Charles, as your

best friend ; tell me, without reserve, your wishes, your

wants, your feelings ; in me you will ever find a disposi

tion to gratify every reasonable desire. You are young

and inexperienced ; I can make allowances for the errors

of youth. Consult me with a freedom you. would use to

a friend of your own years. Avail yourself of the benefit

of my experience, and confide in my affection.

"Your ever affectionate father."

To the Son C. J. Shore.

"Portynan Square, Sept. 17, 1814.

" My Dear Chaeles :

" On the preceding Saturday, a meeting took place at

Sidmouth, at which I presided and speechified ; when a

Branch Bible Society, in connection with the Devon and

Exeter Auxiliary Bible Society, was established. The

meeting was numerous ; and was attended by all the

visitors—at least, a great number of them. Hughes and

Steinkopff were there : their eloquence made a great, and,

I trust, a desirable impression.

"I hope a good foundation for good is laid, I tried

my eloquence in vain on Mr. ; but I am not used to

cut blocks with a razor : my weapon was blunted, or had

to encounter impenetrable matter. . . . Since, I have

read your letter, with my large spectacles. It enabled,

me to accompany you down the Southampton River, to

enjoy the beauties of the scenery ; and reminded me—no
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very pleasant retrospect ! of the mournful view I had of

the Isle of Wight, in May, 1786, when I sailed alone to

India, three months after my marriage.

" I remember the time when, to the disgrace of my

country, a Frenchman could not walk the streets of Lon

don, without having his pigtail pulled, with a ' Monsieur

Soupd maigre !' or some more opprobrious term. We

are all children of one God—destined to eternal joys or

misery. Let us live as brethren—let us cherish and thank

God for the blessings our country enjoys. Contrast a

Sabbath in England, and France :

" England I for thee tho good and wise

Of every land implore the skies ;

Thou art, amidst the gloomy night,

Seen far—a loyely star of light,

Bright beaming through the storm."

' You will, after me, amidst all the noise, bustle, and

charms of a new country, recollect the beautiful apostro

phe of an Arabian poet : .

" Quam juvat, ah patrios memori tenuisse recessus

Mente per ignotos dum vagor exul agros I"

" I could swell sheets irr answer to you, but I have

many letters to write ; and with my kindest remembrance

to your friends, conclude, with the unnecessary assurance

that I am, My dear Charles,

" Your ever affectionate father."

The following answer to Bishop Burgess's inquiries

respecting Sir William Jones's belief in Christianity will

be read with delight by every lover of truth :



MEMOIES OF LOUD TEIGNMOUTH. 211

To Bishop Burgess.

"Portman Square, Oct. 15, 1814.

" Dear Lord Bishop : If I were prudent, I should,

from regai'd to my eyes, which are inflamed, avoid the

use of them ; but I can not delay thanking you for the

few pages accompanying your letter of the tenth, and

resolving your questions respecting Sir William Jones.

I have no hesitation to pronounce him a believer in the

Trinity—not from any declaration, totidem verbis, to that

effect, but from the general tenor of his writings, and the

absence of any passage implying disbelief or doubt ; and

he was not a man to conceal his sentiments. In a prayer,

he says : 'Admit me, not weighing my unworthiness, but

through Thy mercy declared in Christ, into Thy heavenly

mansions I' He calls Christ, in another passage, ' the

Divine Author of the Christian religion :' and still more

expressly, he says : ' I, who can not help believing the

Divinity of the Messiah,' etc. And on the Trinity I

found the two following passages, to the same purport :

' Very respectable natives have assured me, that one or

two Missionaries have been absurd enough, in their zeal

for the conversion of the Gentiles, to urge that the Hin

doos were even now almost Christians, because their

Brahma, Vishnu, and Mahesa, were no other than the

Christian Trinity ; a sentence in which we can only doubt

whether folly, ignorance, or impiety predominates.' No

thing can be more evident ' that the Indian Triad, and

that of Plato—which he calls the Supreme Good, the Rea

son, and the Soul—are infinitely removed from the holi

ness and sublimity of the Christian doctrine of the Trinity ;

and, that the tenet of our Church can not, without pro-

faneness, be compared with that of the Hindoos, which

11
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has an apparent resemblance to it, but with a different

meaning.'

" If this be not the confesson of a sound believer in the

Trinity, it would be difficult to find more expressive terms

short of ' I believe,"1 to denote assent. I hope your lord

ship will favor me with the continuation of your Pamphlet.

Not long ago I read Bishop Horsley versus Priestley, for

the first time in my life ; and found the work what I ex

pected it to be— the masterly production of a vigorous

mind, deeply imbued with learning, and strengthened by

logic and mathematics. The Bishop is a giant to a dwarf,

with respect to his antagonist. The impudence of Soci-

nians— excuse a harsh term— is most astonishing, and

only to be equalled by their want of candor and honesty.

Your lordship, in exposing these men of liberality, will

do essential good. If Bishop Horsley were now alive,

Mr. Belsham would have been silent.

" I am, my dear Lord Bishop,

" Your obliged and sincere humble servant."

To the Hon. C. J. Shore.

".Portman Square, Nov. 26, 1814.

" My Deak Charles :

" Methodism is a very convenient word : the general

meaning of it, by those who use it, is, that the person or

work to whom it is applied, has more religion than the

speaker. I have known many religious persons in my

life, but never one who had too much religion. A man

must indeed be a simpleton, with little true religion, who

will sufi'er himself to be laughed out of his principles by

a nickname. Cant I detest, but religion I revere, and

honor those who seriously profess it. If the Bible be
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true, as it most assuredly is, woe to them who are ashamed

of Christ's words ! May God's Spirit ever direct, guide,

enlighten, and sanctify you ! does not want tal

ents ; but he has, I think, formed too high an estimate of

them ; and, without application, he will he an instance

of the law maxim—De non apparentibus, et non existen-

tibus, eadem est ratio."

Sir Gore Ouseley, to Lord Teignmouth.

{Including the Shah of Persia's acknowledgment of the translation

of the Bible.)

"St. Petersburgh, Sept. 20, 1814.

" My Deae Loud : Finding that I am likely to be de

tained here" some six or seven weeks, and apprehensive

that my letters from Persia may not have reached your

lordship, I conceive it my duty to acquaint you, for the

information of the Society of Christians formed for the

purpose of propagating the Sacred Writings, that, agree

ably to the wishes of our poor friend, the Rev. Henry

Martyn, I presented, in the name of the Society, as he

particularly desired, a copy of his translation of the New

Testament into the Persian language, to His Persian

Majesty, Fateh Ali Shah Kajar, having just made condi

tions that His Majesty was to peruse the whole, and favor

me with his opinion of the style, etc.

" Previous to delivering the book to the Shah, I em

ployed transcribers to make some copies of it : which I

distributed to Haji Mohammed Hussein Khan, Prince of

Maroo, Mirza Abdnlwahab, and other men of learning

and rank immediately about the person of the King ; who,

being chiefly converts to the Sufi Philosophy, would, I

felt certain, give it a fair judgment, and, if called upon
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by the Shah for their opinion, report of it according to its

intrinsic merits.

" The inclosed translation of a letter from His Persian

Majesty to me will show your lordship that he thinks

the complete work a great acquisition ; and that he ap

proves of the simple style adopted by my lamented friend

Martyn, and his able coadjutor, Mirza Seyed Ali, so

appropriate to the just and ready conception of the

sublime morality of the Sacred Writings. Should the

Society express a wish to possess the original letter from

the Shah, or a copy of it in Persian, I shall be most

happy to present either, through your lordship.

" I beg leave to add, that if a correct copy of Mr.

Martyn's translation has not yet been presented to the

Society, I shall have great pleasure in offering one that

has been copied from and collated with the original left

with me by Mr. Martyn, on which he had bestowed the

greatest pains, to render it perfect. I also promise to

devote my leisure to the correction of the press, (in the

event of your thinking proper to have it printed in Eng

land,) should my Sovereign not have immediate occasion

for my services out of England.

" I am extremely concerned to find that your lordship

has been indisposed since my departure from England ;

but as Prince Galitzin tells me he has lately heard from

you, I hope to find you in the full enjoyment of health

and happiness on my return.

" Lady Ouseley joins with me in best respects to Lady

Teignmouth and Miss Shore : and I beg you to believe

me, with great truth and regard,

" My dear lord,

" Your lordship's most sincere and faithful

humble servant,

" Gore Ouseley."
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The Shah Faieh AM Shah Kajar's Letter.

" In the name of the Almighty God, whose name is most

excellent !

" It is our august command, that the dignified and ex

cellent, our trusty, faithful, and loyal well-wisher, Sir

Gore Ouseley, Baronet, His Britannic Majesty's Ambas

sador Extraordinary, (after being honored and exalted

with the expressions of our highest regard and considera

tion,) should know, that the copy of the Gospel, which

was translated into Persian by the learned exertions of

the late Rev. Henry Mavtyn, and which has been pre

sented to us by your Excellency on the part of the high,

dignified, learned, and enlightened Society of Christians

united for the purpose of spreading abroad the Holy

Books of the religion of Jesus—upon whom, and upon all

prophets, be peace and blessings ! has reached us, and

has proved highly acceptable to our august mind. In

truth, through the learned and unremitted exertions of

the Rev. Henry Martyn, is has been translated in a style

most befitting sacred books—that is, in an easy and sim

ple diction. Formerly, the Four Evangelists, Matthew,

Mark, Luke, and John, were known in Persia ; but now

the whole of the New Testament is completed in a most

excellent manner: and this.circumstance has been an ad

ditional source of pleasure to our enlightened and august

mind. Even the Four Evangelists, which were known

in this country, had never before been explained in so

clear and luminous a manner : and therefore we have been

particularly delighted with the copious and complete

translation. " Please the most merciful God, we shall

command the select servants who are admitted to our

presence to read to us the above-mentioned book, from
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the beginning to the end, that we may, in the most minute

manner, hear and comprehend its contents.

" Your Excellency will be pleased to rejoice the hearts

of the above-mentioned dignified, learned, and enlight

ened Society, with assurances of our highest regard and

approbation ; and to inform these excellent individuals,

who are so virtuously engaged in disseminating and mak

ing known the true meaning and intent of the Holy Gos

pel, and other points in sacred books, that they are

deservedly honored with our royal favor.

" Your Excellency must consider yourself as bound to

fulfill this royal request.

" Given in Rebialavil, 1229,

(Sealed) " Fateh Ali Shah Kajar."

" P. S.—I beg leave to say, that the word, Tilawat,

which the translator has rendered read, is an honorable

signification of that act, almost exclusively applied to the

perusing or reciting the Koran ; the making use, there

fore, of this term or expression shows the degree of re

spect and estimation in which the Shah holds the New

Testament.

" GoEE Or/SELEY."

To the Son. C. J. Shore.

"Portman Square, Jan. 18, 1815.

" My Dear Charles : In the expectation of hearing

from you, I take up my pen to communicate an event

which I have for some time deemed too probable—the

departure of that estimable character, Henry Thornton,

If I have been induced to indulge the hope of his recov

ery, it has subsided in fear ; his increasing debility im

parted a conviction that, without the special support of
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the Almighty, he would sink under it. On Sunday even

ing he was as ill as he could be ; and yesterday, at seven,

Mr. John Thornton informed me he was departed. His

death was placid and resigned ; rendered so by his trust

in God and the mercies of a gracious Redeemer. ' May

I die the death of the righteous, and may my last end be

like his ! ' I look back to his character with esteem and

veneration. Religion in him was a prevailing, active

principle : it was the rule of his conduct ; and showed

itself in the undeviating probity of his life, the purity of

his morals, and the benevolence of his actions. God had

intrusted to him many talents ; and he employed them to

the glory of his Master, and to the benefit of his fellow-

creatures. He had imperfections ; but they were few and

light indeed, when compared with his virtues. What

mortal is without them ? Of his wealth and strong in

tellectual powers, I say only that he employed them in

the service of God—a consideration which must have

alleviated the bitterness of his departing hour. Let us

endeavor to derive improvement from this awful dispen

sation. Let us ask ourselves, if it had pleased God to

take us, instead of him, in what state of preparation

should we have been. found ? How have we employed

our time, and other talents ? Have we devoted them to

God, or to worldly vanities and enjoyments ? Have we

repented of our sins ? Is our repentance sound ? Have

we faith in the merits and atonement of our Saviour ?

Is our love to God warm and invigorating? Do we

study His word, pray for the renewing grace of the Holy

Spirit, and attend to its admonitions in our consciences ?

Are we languid or fervent in our adorations ? Is our

temper holy, meek, resigned ; or carnal, sensual, vain,

fretful, and impatient ? Such as we are when we leave

this world, we shall be to all eternity—awful, tremendous
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consideration ! Ah ! my dear Charles, let us pray to

God, fervently and incessantly, that, by the assistance of

His special grace, we may so pass through things tempo

ral, as finally not to lose those which are eternal. Let us

endeavor to live that we may have a well-grounded hope,

through God's mercy in Christ, that we also may be

admitted into the society of saints made perfect, and

glorify God through all eternity. Amen, and Amen !

" I am your ever affectionate father."

To the same.

"Portman Square, Feb. 2, 1815.

" My Deae Charles : My mind is in a state of agita

tion, which I know not how to relieve, than by commu

nicating my feelings to you. On the twenty-fourth of

last month I attended the remains of Mr. Henry Thorn

ton to their last earthly habitation. He died on the six

teenth ; and this afternoon I have learned that Mr. John

Bowdler, who had watched over the dying hours of his

friend, was yesterday at one o'clock taken from us. His

death was occasioned by the rupture of a blood-vessel in

the lungs ; and it happened in Lord Calthorpe's house,

to which he was removed on the twenty-fifth of January.

If it had pleased God to prolong his life, he was to have

been married to Miss Gisborne in the spring. Mrs.

Henry Thornton looked up to him as her adviser and

monitor ; and the affliction of her husband's death was

embittered by the illness of the friend from whom she

expected consolation and assistance. Poor Miss Gis

borne ! what a calamity to her ! I feel as if I had lost a

dear friend ; for I loved Bowdler for his virtues. Mr.

Charles Grant, in the apprehension of his dissolution two
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years ago, said that his death would leave a void in so

ciety not easily to be filled. It was true ; and the same

may be said, with strict justice, of Mr. Henry Thornton.

.... . . . .

"A cold confined me yesterday, or I should have

learned the intelligence of Bowdler's loss in person. It

has unhinged me more than I can express. May God

protect you ! and may His Holy Spirit so guide and di

rect us in the path of true lively faith and holy obedience,

that we may meet together in the society of the spirits of

the just made perfect ! Adieu ! I can say no more at

present.

" I am, my dear Charles,

" Your ever affectionate father."

To William Wilberforce, Esq.

"Portman Square, Feb. 6, 1815.

"Although my apprehensions had anticipated the aw

ful dispensation which was to deprive us of our invaluable

friend, I confess that I was not prepared as I ought to

have been for the blow, and felt overwhelmed by it.

That again has been followed by another ; and two such

men, among the excellent of the earth, have been taken

from us ! Yes, my dear sir, these are awful admonitions,

to us who survive, not to ' slumber and to sleep,' but to

' work whilst it is called to-day.' I feel your conviction,

that the stroke was given in mercy, not in anger, even to

those who more deeply suffer by it. Scripture as well as

experience has long taught me, that what we are disposed

to consider the calamities of life are, in reality, amongst the

greatest blessings of a merciful God ; yet I can not but

sympathize with the affliction of a bereaved wife and

children. Such a husband ! and such a father ! But his

11*
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name, his example, his character, are not gone—they will

survive ; and, by God's blessing, may prove the means of

making his children imitate their parent, and God will be

a father to them. When I consider the deaths of our

two friends, in all their relations, I can not estimate the

magnitude of the loss. The influence of good principles,

and of a conduct in consistence with them, is far greater

on society than what is allowed ; and in the instances of

our invaluable friends, was indeed great ! Let us hope

that the impression may be durable, and that the exam

ple of their Christian deaths may prove as useful as that

of their lives.

" How wide is the circle of lamentation ! Not for

those whom God has taken to Himself, but to those who

feel their own loss in that of their friends who are gone.

These bereavements do indeed strengthen the ties of

affection with our remaining friends ; yet I can not help

looking round us with fear and trembling. But we must

resign our fear and hopes to God : He will dispose of us,

and of those we love, as His wisdom and mercy may de

termine. Our duty is to say, His will be done ! and not

merely to say, but feel the duty it inspires. That He

may enable us to complete our earthly pilgrimage in His

faith, fear, and love, in a cheerful acquiescence to His

holy will, and in a well-founded hope in His Son Jesus

Christ, is the sincere prayer of

" Yours ever affectionately."
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To the Son. O. J. Shore.

".Portman Square, June 16, 1815.

" My Dear Charles :

" Remember us most kindly to Lord Hill, and your

Companion de Voyage, Sir Francis. I feel more obliged

to them both than I can express, for their kindness to

you ; and pray tell them so. If Lord Hill has any com

mission I can execute for him, it "will afford me real plea

sure to be employed by him. No one can feel a greater

interest in his success. Remember me to all his brothers,

and to Colonel Currie.*

" We had a letter from Hawkstone to-day : all well

there. Betsy's boys, and mine, I hope to see to-morrow ;

and that is one reason why I write now. Your mother

and I walked to Primrose Hill this evening. The weath

er was beautiful ; the air mild and serene ; the haymakers

busy ; the atmosphere impregnated with the odor of the

hay; and numerous pedestrians enjoying the cheerful

scene, and displaying, by the animation of their looks,

the reviving influence of the objects with which they

were surrounded. I have lost much of the pleasure I

used to feel for the works of art ; but my mind—and I

thank God for it—is as much alive as ever to the beauties

of nature, His bountiful gifts.

"Mark, learn, and inwardly digest all you see and

hear. Chance and opportunity have opened a volume to

you, which you may never have again an opportunity of

perusing. Study it whilst you can ; and when you re-

* This amiable and gallant officer, who had acted as Aide-de-Camp

to Lord Hill in the Peninsular War, was killed at Waterloo, before this

message reached him.
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turn to England, you may resume your academical stu

dies. Lose no opportunity of acquiring information.

' Knowledge,' says Bacon, ' is power ; ' and all knowledge,

at some period or another, is useful."

The following letter to Mr. Wilberforce refers to the

death of the widow of the late Mr. Henry Thornton :

To William Wilberforce, Esq.

".Portmari Square, Oct. 14, 1815.

" The dying scene of which you have been the witness,

my dear sir, must have been most impressive and edify

ing. It is an awful sight to see a fellow-creature passing

out of time into eternity. How poor and vapid is the

greatest display of human magnificence, compared to the

departure of a believer in Christ, when the spirit leaves

its mortal tenement cheered with the hopes and prospect

of an union with its Saviour in endless happiness. Provi

dence has been most kind to our departed friend, in the

consolations afforded her. May her children become

inheritors of the paternal and maternal virtues, the mem

ory of which is all that is now left to them ! Poor Ma

rianne wants all the support of a kind and gracious God,

and will, I trust, receive it—the other poor orphans, too.

But God is a .' father to the fatherless.'

" Prepared as Lady Teignmouth and myself were for

the melancholy intelligence, we can not but deeply feel it.

May God enable us both to meditate on it, for our own

improvement !

" With kind remembrance to Mrs. Wilberforce,

" I am, my dear sir,

" Yours affectionately."
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To the Son. Frederick J. Shore.

"Portman Square, Jan. 21, 1816.

"So much for matters of importance. We are all

anxious to know how you feel in your new situation.

The whole secret of being comfortable is simply this—

Attend to the object for which you are placed in the

College ; or, in other words, Let study for improvement

be your occupation. Do not content yourself with a

mere attendance on the lectures, regular conformance to

the College rules, and doing what may be required ; but

aim at distinguishing yourself. You are not deficient in

talents ; and if you will exert them, you will doubtless

succeed. At the close of the week, you will be able to

furnish me with a carte dupays—that is, a daily account

of what is done ; and I shall then be better able to advise

you. During the first Term, it may be advisable to ap

ply your strength to a few objects ; such, for instance, as

Persian and mathematics ; not neglecting others, but

giving your time principally to these. As an introduc

tion to the mathematics, particularly algebra, make your

self a thorough master of fractions, vulgar and decimal,

and the square and cube root ; and never omit the study

of the Persian a single day ; on the contrary, give two or

three hours to it. Read with the Moonshee, that you

may acquire the pronunciation accurately ; and endeavor,

as soon as you can, to converse with him. If you will

send me any phrases, I will put them into Persian for you.

When you are somewhat advanced, I will send you an

Arabic verb, in an easy form, which will assist you much

in the acquisition of the Persian ; but go on steadily with

that in the mean time, that at the end of the first term,
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you may have acquired something. Language, you

know, depends much on memory. Get by heart what

you have read in the grammar ; and when you walk out,

take with you the words which I wrote out for you, and

get them by heart. Repeat the fable which you learnt, to

the Moonshee. I will venture to promise, that if you will

follow my advice, you will be amongst the first of Persian

scholars of the first term, and may perhaps get a prize at

the examinations in May. You are at present defective

in English Composition. I know nothing that would

more improve you than abstracting some book ; say, for

instance, the History of England. After reading two or

three pages, put down the sense of them in your own

language ; or, what will answer the same purpose, take

the heads of the lectures, and endeavor to reduce them

into form and style afterwards. That I am anxious for

your improvement, as the means of your future success

in life, you well know. Indeed, my dear Frederick, I

should be loth to part with you, if I did not make the

sacrifice for your good.

"You must not expect to pass through college, as

through life, without suffering many inconveniences. In

study, you will find yourself less exposed to them, and a

remedy against them. Begin the habit of early rising,

and exercising yourself before breakfast. I owe most of

my success in life to this habit. I say nothing of religion,

without which all the rest is trifling. [MS. imperfect.']

Never want time for your prayers or the Bible ; let both

be the first and last business of the day. 'Whatever con

veniences you want, I will supply. Pay your bills, and

give me the amount.

" Your affectionate father."
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To the Hon. C. J. Shore.

'London, July 01, 1816.

" My Dear Charles :

" In passing through life, we are too apt to neglect the

casual information which we may obtain from conversa

tion. Every man knows something ; and we should

endeavor to get it from him. I never travelled in a

stage that I did not find some information which I did

not possess ; and if nothing more was to be acquired than

a knowledge of character and feeling, that was import

ant. The beauties and sublimities of Nature will arrest

your attention : let them not absorb it. Look to the

state of the people whom you visit—their morals, their

habits ; compare both with the nature of their govern

ment, and see how that influences them. Observe the

difference between commercial states and towns, and

those that are agricultural—the religion of the place, and

its influence—the fashionable amusements—the character

of the people, as servile or independent—the impressions

made by the English character, and especially English

travellers ; talk with all sorts of people, and trace all you

see or hear, as far as you can, to its influential causes.

Never dispute on religion or politics, but get all the in

formation you can on both. I am not disposed to allow

much to the influence of climate, although it is not alto

gether ideal. The Romans at one period were masters of

the world ; what are they now ? The climate of Italy

is not so altered as to account for the difference. The

natives of the Highlands of Scotland since the Union,

and particularly since the frequent intercourse with

them, have lost much of their ancient characteristical
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manners ; the feudal system, which created them, being

in great measure done away. Climate has an influence :

this would be paramount if not counteracted by munici

pal institutions. Talk over with your friend all that you

observe ; and by discussion you will not only acquire a

habit of easy conversation, but prepare yourself for new

observations. I wish you, however, to write down first

impressions, and afterwards examine them. To the lan

guages of the country through which you pass you will

of course direct your particular attention. You will

never, I trust, suffer a day to pass without serious, de

vout prayer for the guidance and protection of God, with

grateful thanksgivings for His daily mercies. Make use

of your Bible as a passport to eternity ; and remember to

keep holy the Sabbath-day. Do not think lightly on this

subject because you may be surrounded by those who

think lightly of it. I should consider your journey a

miserable waste of time, if you were not to return a

better Christian than when you commenced it."

To the Same.

"Portman Square, Sept. 11, 1816.

■ • • • • •

" .... In despotic governments, you will see tyranny,

insolence, servility, meanness, fraud, and duplicity, alter

nately practised, by those in power, and those subject to

it. Where superstition prevails, you will trace its de

basing influence on the mind—much external and little

vital religion, free-thinking, irreligion, and atheism, and

so on. Converse as much as you can with all ranks of

society ; remembering the caution of Sir Henry Wotton,

' Volto sciolto pensieri stretti.' One of your objects is,



MEMOIES OF LOUD TEIGNMOUTH. 257

to perfect yourself in French and Italian, which can only

he obtained by conversation and reading. If, with my

present experience, I could begin my career in life anew,

I should pursue a very different course to that I followed.

Although I had always sense enough to direct my studies

to those objects which were of most importance to the

success of my temporal concerns, I would try to learn

every thing, and to gain my knowledge from a plough

man, voiturier, mechanic, etc., as well as from the learned

and scientific. Every man has something to communi

cate respecting his own way of life ; and all knowledge

is useful. I am satisfied much more is to be gained by

conversation and meditation than from books : for one

man who thinks, there are twenty readers."

• • > • • •

"September 19, 1816.

" After all, I think you will find that your own coun

try is the best to live in. You will doubtless see much

to admire in those you are visiting ; but if you do not

return to England with a decided preference in favor of

its institutions, I shall think that you have travelled to

little purpose. Bad as we are, French philosophy has

not yet spoilt us ; we still respect our religion, laws, and

established authorities. If liberty occasionally becomes

licentious, the good preponderates over evil ; the freedom

of discussion is felt as a privilege by many, and as a cor

rective by others ; and the tribunal of the public is felt

as a dernier ressort, from which there is no appeal.

" P. S.—How much I should have been delighted to

have accompanied you on your tour, the description of

which has imparted the animation in which it was writ

ten. I envy you the interview with Antistes Hess ; and
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join with him in the prayers and affectionate wish, that

we may all meet in a better world."

''•September 24, 1816.

" If you remember home with affection, we do not for

get you ; and if you do not now feel the beautiful senti

ments expressed in the following as strongly as you will

hereafter, their elegance will recommend them. I have

copied them from Gresset's Ode, Sur VAmour de la

Patrie. He is an enchanting poet :

' Ceux qu'un destin fixe et tranquille

Retiont sur leurs propres lambris

Possedent ce bonheur facile

Sans en connaltre le prix ;

Peut-etre mfime fatiguee

D'etre aux memes lieux relegufie

Leur ame ignore ces douceurs :

II ne faudroit qu'un an d'absence

Pour leur apprendre la puissance

Que la Patrie a sur les cceurs.'

" Enjoy yourself while you have the power of enjoy

ment. Our beneficent Creator, whose glory is manifest

in the mechanism of a microscopic insect, as in the orbs

which revolve in azure space, has covered the earth with a

profusion of beauties, and calls on us to admire and adore,

to be thankful to Him for the capacity of enjoyment, and

for the innumerable objects which He has formed to ex

cite it.

'These are Thy glorious works, Parent of Good!' etc

" London is nearly deserted ; but its solitude is more

congenial to my feelings than its noise and bustle. I
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should, for your mother's sake and my own, like to pass

December and January in the country ; but that is out

of the question, and we must endeavor to say, with

Gresset,

Pour moi—

' Qui sait qu'un bonhour veritable

Ne dependit jamais des lieux,

Que le palais le plus pompeux

Souvent renferme un miserable,

Et qu'un desert peut-etre aimable

Pour quieonque sait etro heuroux.'

To the Same. s

"Portman Square, Oct. 28, 1816.

" If Englishmen were not actuated by a higher motive,

the desire of giving a favorable impression of their own

country ought to make them attentive to their conduct

and manners, and prevent their violation of prejudices,

even if innocent. This, indeed, is a moral duty. The

old proverb says, 'When at Rome, do as they do at

Rome ;' but this must be taken cum grano salis. Con

formity in indifferent matters of ceremony, and common

habits and customs, is proper; but it must not be ob

served at the sacrifice of principles. Judgment and con

science must direct the conduct. I would not affront a

Jew or Mohammedan with pork-chops, or invite a Brah

min to a dish of beef-steaks ; neither would I expose my

self in a situation which would require me to deny my

Saviour, acknowledge the prophetic mission of Moham

med, or the ten incarnations of Vishnu. The eighth
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chapter of St. Paul's First Epistle to the Corinthians

suggests very useful reflections, applicable to the subject

I am discussing.

" You will not be sorry to escape the Swiss snows, of

which you had a tolerable specimen at St. Bernard.

Your visit to that interesting monastery recalled my re

collection of the circumstances mentioned by you. If it

be true, as is said of St. Bernard, that he founded one hun

dred and sixty monasteries, that which bears his name in

Switzerland may claim precedency for the truly Christian

spirit with which its humanity is applied to all religions,

-and might, with great propriety, be denominated The

morality of Christian charity."

"March 1, 1817.

" Do you not recollect a picture of Psestum, by Rein-

agle, in the Water-color Exhibition ? It displayed to my

eyes more genius than any picture in the room ; it ex

hibited the desolation surrounding Psestum; and the

light and shade, and every object, harmonized with the

ruins of ancient Posidonia. I rejoice that you have con

trived to discover so much Italian society ; and I admire

the sottish John Bullism of those of my countrymen, who

travel in foreign parts to associate with each other, con

firm English prejudices, abuse foreign cookery, and return

with as much insight into men and manners as they would

acquire of the cupola of St. Paul's by viewing it with the

assistance of a horn lantern.

" If you see the public papers, you will learn that a Bill

has passed the House of Commons for suspending the

Habeas-Corpus Act. There are spirits in this kingdom
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who are disposed to destroy the Church and State ; but

I should not estimate their numbers at one per miUe.

As to the propriety of this measure, dubito. I should

not perhaps have advised it ; although I might have

voted for it, relying on the judgment of others.

" Your ever affectionate father."

To the Son. Frederick J. Shore.

"Totteridge, Middlesex, Nov. 5, 181 1.

" My Dear Fredeeick : If you could feel the pleasure

of parents when they contemplate the progress of their

children in literary attainments and moral improvement,

it would greatly increase the satisfaction which you enjoy

from the consciousness of discharging the duties of that

situation in which you are placed. An habitual practice

of industry and application, regularity and obedience to

your tutors, will be to you a solid ground of expectation

that you will succeed in that line of life which you have

embraced ; and with this hope, the sorrow attending our

separation, and my anxiety for the future, will be much

alleviated.

" "We all require constant admonition of our duties ;

such is the practice of our pulpits ; and I always feel much

more satisfied when the preacher tells me of defects, dan

gers, and temptations, than when he soothes me by the

very consoling persuasion, which no Christian who knows

himself will ever adopt, that all is right within, and re

quires no correction. You are now going on to my satis

faction, and most happy am I to be able to tell you so ;

still you must be on your guard against temptations

arising both from without and within— from temper,
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passion, and appetite—from dissipation, indolence, and

various other sources. Pray to God to strengthen you

against them; to give you a knowledge of your own

heart, and of your besetting sin ; for light to show you

your duty—for grace to perform it ; for without the assist

ance of the Holy Spirit, man is too weak to do aught of

himself.

" The character of Voltaire by a French professor, as

far as it goes, is, in my opinion, accurate, and is worth pre

serving. He had no religion, was a determined enemy

of Christ ; and he has written volumes of blasphemy

against Christianity. Some of his works are highly in

decent ; indeed, not fit to be read by any body ; and I

must beg, if he should ever fall into your hands, you will

never extend the perusal of his works beyond his Histo

ries of Charles the Twelfth, Peter the Great, The Age of

Louis the Fourteenth, and his dramatic performances.

He is the most dangerous of all writers. Reasoning may

be answered; but sneers, sarcasms, ridicule, mixed up

with the charms of style and fascinations of wit, infuse a

deadly poison, to which there is no antidote. Never in

dulge your curiosity: I will not say taste—for I trust

yours is more correct. In reading his works, or any

other of a similar nature, discard them all with merited

contempt.

" I am ever your affectionate father."
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CHAPTER XII.

Rapid Progress of the Bible Society—Departure of the second

son for India—Letter of Advice.

So rapid had been the progress of the Bible Society

that in 1818 its founders could number among its sup

porters, men of rank, character, and influence. The Earl

of Liverpool, Lord Castlereagh, the Earl of Harrowby,

and Mr. Vansittart, (afterwards Lord Bexly,) then

Chancellor of the Exchequer, were among its warmest

advocates.

Lord Bexly, at Lord Teignmouth's request, accepted

the office of Vice-President of the Society ; while Lord

Harrowby, at the Anniversary meeting, made an eloquent

speech in support of a resolution moved by Mr. Rush,

Minister of the United States.

The venerable President's speech, at this meeting, ad

dressed to the members of the Institution, may be con

sidered as a fair specimen of his impressive style.

" Gentlemen : I can not sufficiently express the hap

piness which I feel, and my gratitude to the Author of it,

in being permitted once more to attend the Anniversary

of our Institution, and to rejoice with the members of it

on its past success and encouraging prospects. The. ex

perience of fourteen years has realized the hopes with

which the Society, in humble dependence upon the divine
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favor, began its career ; and we are now, more than ever,

authorized to indulge the confidence, that the liberality

which has accelerated the exertions and enlarged the

operations of the Society will never relax, while the in

habitants of any portion of the earth implore or require

its assistance.

" But while we contemplate the auspicious results of

our Institution with the delight they can not fail to in

spire ; while we reflect, with complacency, on the honor

this country has acquired in the estimation of foreign na

tions, by an Institution which has gained their respect

by the piety, and their affections by the benevolence, of

its object ; while we rejoice in the distinguished privilege

of being ourselves the Almoners of the bounty of Heaven,

and in the assurance, so well substantiated, that, by the

distribution of the imperishable treasures of divine truth

and knowledge, we have been the means of enriching

those who were poor, of communicating instruction to

the ignorant, and consolation to the afflicted ; it behoves

us, with your Committee, to ascribe the origin and the

whole success of our Institution to Him alone, to whom

the glory is due ; and to say, with devout gratitude,

' Not unto us, O Lord ! but unto Thy name, be the

praise.'

" Ouit joy thus chastened may be freely indulged ; it

springs from a pure source ; it is no selfish gratification,

but that which arises from the successful accomplishment

of a sacred duty, combining, in its object, the glory of

God, and the advancement of human happiness, through

time and eternity.

" I shall not expatiate on these topics before the pre

sent assembly, as motives to perseverance in our great

undertaking : those who have tasted the luxury of benefi

cence will want no inducement to continue their repast.
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But if my voice could reach any who have not associated

themselves with us, I would affectionately say to them,

borrowing an expression of my Right Hon. friend, the

Chancellor of the Exchequer: Come, my Christian

Brethren, enjoy with us this feast of benevolence ; unite

your endeavors with ours, to give refreshment to the

weary and heavy-laden pilgrims of the earth, to dispense

that light which was graciously revealed to cheer the

despondency of a benighted world ! Behold, and pity

many millions of your fellow-creatoes, who are wander

ing in the mazes of idolatrous superstitions ; partake with

us the duty and delight of giving them a guide, which

will show them ' the way, the truth, and the life !' Look

round on countries over which the sun of righteousness

once diffused his lustre, but which are now enveloped in

the mists of spiritual darkness and ignorance. Join your

endeavors with ours, to restore to them the long inter

cepted light! Look round, also, on your numerous

brethren who are suffering affliction. Unite with us in

bestowing upon them that which will give them real and

abiding consolation! The charity in which we invite

your participation is sanctified in its means and its end.

We distribute not the meat that perishes, but that spir

itual food which will gladden and invigorate the soul.

The effects of your benevolence, thus applied, may ex

tend to' generations yet unborn ; and the prayers of those

who were benefited by it may draw down blessings on

yourselves, your children, and your country.

" These sentiments, which I trust are too deeply en

graven on my heart ever to be obliterated, will afford a

test of my unabated devotion to the cause in which we

are engaged : and I offer them as the most acceptable

return in my power, for the honor conferred upon mo by

your resolution."

r

12
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The following letter of advice addressed by Lord

Teignmouth to his second son, when about to embark for

India, is so full of wisdom, affection, and earnestness that

its great length but adds to its greater worth :

To the Son. Frederick John Shore.

"1818.

" My Dear Frederick : You are now entering on

your career of life, whilst I am fast approaching to the

end of mine. The world is opening to you, whilst it is

closing on me. You have the prospect of many years to

come : my days can only be few. But remember, that

' the race is not always to the swift, nor the battle to the

strong ;' that, young and healthy as you are, the summons

of death may be sounded in your ears before they reach

mine ; and, that ' after death comes Judgment,' which

will decide our happiness or misery to all eternity. You

will now soon be separated from parents who have

watched over your conduct with unceasing and affec

tionate solicitude for your welfare, guiding your inexpe

rience by their admonitions, and pointing out the way in

which you should go. Who is now to be your monitor ?

Who will say, ' Do this,' or ' Do that ?' Who will ven

ture to undertake the ungracious task of telling you of

your faults or indiscretions ? Alas ! you will find the

world much more disposed to flatter and encourage, per

haps for the purpose of exposing and ridiculing your fail

ings, than kindly to admonish you to correct them.

When I reflect on the temptations to "which your youth

and inexperience will be exposed, I feel an anxiety for

which I can find no relief, but from trust in God, and the

hope that my prayers to Him will be heard — that He

will protect you by His providence, and guide you by
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His grace. I thank Him that He has preserved me to

discharge the duty of giving you my parental advice, and

with it a father's blessing ! But remember—and let my

words be deeply engraven on your heart ! that you can

not expect the favor of God unless you yourself seek it

by daily and devout supplication, and by a firm resolu

tion and constant endeavor to shape your life according

to His holy will. It was said by Judge Hale, a man

highly distinguished for piety, wisdom, and integrity,

(and he has left it on record, for the instruction of pos

terity,) ' that the business of the day never went on well,

unless he began it with adoration and prayer ;' and what,

indeed, can man do, or expect, without the blessing of

God ! We see, it is true, some who appear to thrive, and

who possess every enjoyment which this world can af

ford ; whilst they are living without God — careless, tho

roughly unalarmed by the terrors of His indignation, un

affected by His mercies, ungrateful for His daily bless

ings, and unmindful of their dependence upon Him.

This was observed by the Psalmist ; and it occasioned

doubts, which were not satisfied, ' until (says he) I went

into the sanctuary of God ; then understood I the end

of these men.' But who can hope to escape the troubles

and vexations of life—sickness, sorrow, pain, disappoint

ment ? and what will comfort a wicked man when these

evils come upon him ? What consolation will his worldly

prosperity afford, when he is languishing on the bed of

disease ? What will be his feelings when death draws

aside the vail from the prospect of eternity, and discovers

to him his offended Judge in all the terrors of omnipo

tence ? These are awful considerations, on which we

must meditate often and seriously when in health, or they

will overwhelm us with horror when laboring in the

agonies of sickness and impending dissolution. He who
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never feels a disposition to pray but when he is ill or un

happy, will then find himself ill qualified to pray effectu

ally ; nor has he any warrant to expect that his prayers

will then be accepted by God, whom he has willfully and

habitually neglected. The example of the dying thief on

the cross—a single instance—is mercifully given, that we

may not despair ; but it affords no encouragement beyond

this. Let no one therefore presume to risk his eternal

salvation, by delaying his repentance till the moment of

his dissolution approaches, when he is no longer in a situ

ation to ' bring forth fruits meet for repentance.' This

is trifling with mercy—a dangerous and unfounded pre

sumption ! ' Seek ye the Lord while He may be found.'

" The first and foundation of all other duties is that

which you owe to God. The Catechism gives a concise

and excellent summary of it : ' To believe on Him, to fear

Him, to love Him with all your heart, with all your mind,

with all your soul, and with all your strength ; to wor

ship Him ; to give Him thanks ; to put your whole trust

in Him ; to call upon Him ; to honor His holy name and

His word, and to serve Him truly all the days of your

life.' Meditate on these things ! But how is all this to

be accomplished ? Not by your own strength, but by

God's grace, which must be sought for by daily and de

vout prayer. Cold, formal prayer will obtain no bless

ing ; the heart must join with the lips ; and all our worship

of God should begin with humble, fervent supplication,

that He would dispose our minds to a proper frame for

His service, restrain our wandering thoughts, and draw

our affections and attention towards Him. Such a peti

tion, offered in the name of Jesus Christ, in whose name,

as the mediator and intercessor for man with God, all our

prayers must be offered, will be heard. ' Ask, and ye

shall receive,' is the declaration of Jesus Christ. But for
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what should we pray ; for the pardon of our sins ; for re

pentance ; for faith ; for the grace of God to lead us to

the knowledge, love, and practice of the truth ; for the

Holy Spirit, to enlighten, purify, and sanctify our hearts;

for strength to resist the temptations of the world, the

flesh, and the devil ; for grace to subdue the corrupt pro

pensities and the wicked imaginations of our hearts ; and

to resist those sins to which we are most addicted, and

from which we are in most danger. Whatever vices we

see in others, let us pray that we may not ourselves be

overcome by them. Pray for all Christian graces ; for

humility, which is the foundation of all ; for meekness,

temperance, chastity, brotherly-love, and charity ; for

trust in God ; and for a cheerful resignation to all His

holy dispensations. Pray for a new heart and a right

spirit.

" Thanksgiving is a material part of adoration : thence

do you derive your daily subsistence— your comforts,

your friends, your preservation from dangers, your power

to resist temptation, your life, your health; in short,

whatever you have ; they are all the gifts of God, the

sole Author and Giver of all temporal as well as spiritual

blessings, and demand your gratitude and hourly thanks.

Man claims from his fellow-creatures the return of grati

tude for favors conferred ; and nothing is esteemed a

stronger proof of a depraved mind than ingratitude :

' 'Tis,' as the poet says, ' as if the mouth should tear the

hand that gives it food.' Never, never forget to Whom

you are indebted for all you have or hope for. Man may

be the instrument by which His favors are bestowed ;

but God alone is the source from they flow. Praise Him

for that you suffer or want, as well as for that you enjoy.

" But we are told to watch as well as pray ; and if we

are not watchful, circumspect, and anxious to avoid temp
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tation, we shall be overcome by it. For the knowledge

of our duty we must study the Holy Scriptures—the

Word of God. Read a portion of them daily—not as a

task, but with a sincere desire to profit by them ; first using

the Collect for the second Sunday in Advent, as a prayer.

Meditate on that you read, or you will read to no pur

pose. Endeavor to practise that you learn ; and commit

select passages to memory. The end of all science is

practice. To be satisfied with reading the Bible, without

endeavoring to bring its holy precepts into practice, is

doing little. " Not every one that saith unto me, Lord,

Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of Heaven ; but he

that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.' If

the perusal of the Scriptures does not produce an influence

on our hearts, meliorating our affections, restraining our

passions, subduing our appetites and our lusts, it will

prove a dead letter to us. ' The letter killeth ; the Spirit

maketh alive.'

"The celebrated Lavater used to select daily some .

verse in the New Testament, and to make it the subject

of his meditation and the rule of his practice during the

day ; and I recommend to you to do the same : and when

you retire to rest, do not close your eyes without review

ing the transactions of the day. This was the advice of

Pythagoras. Ask yourself: ' What have I been doing ?

How have my hours been spent ? Has God been much

or at all in my thoughts ? Have I done any thing from

the fear or love of Him ? What sins or follies have I

committed, in thought, word, or deed ? Have I yielded

to passion, anger, malice, intemperance, churlishness, dis

content— to the indulgence of vanity, uncharitable

thoughts, offensive ridicule? Have I given pain to

others by any thing which I have said or done ? Have

I.been idle or diligent—attentive to my improvement, or
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neglectful of it ? Have I, in fact, made any progress in

spiritual or intellectual attainments ?' Do this with ear

nest prayer to God that He will assist you in this task of

selfexamination, so strongly recommended by moralists

as well as divines ; that He will pardon, for Jesus Christ's

sake, whatever His holy eyes have seen amiss in your be

havior or thoughts ; and strengthen you, by the grace of

His Holy Spirit, against the repetition of it. It is a just

observation of an old divine, that ' the habit of prayer

will make a man renounce his sins,' or ' that of sinning,

his prayers :' and you may in some degree judge of your

religious state, by your attention to your devotions, or

your neglect of them. He who is sensible that he is a

sinner—who feels his want of the mercy of God—who

knows his weakness, and inability to do or think any good

thing without God's preventing grace and assistance—can

never be at a loss for words to express his petitions. The

Book of Common Prayer will supply every form of sup

plication and thanksgiving ; your Bible the same, par

ticularly those Psalms which are devotional ; and the

Holy Spirit will repeat to you the Psalmist's devotional

spirit, if you fervently implore it. But to assist you fur

ther in this indispensable duty, you have ' Jenks's Devo

tions,' which have a true spirit of prayer. I again repeat

that you can not expect the blessing of God, unless you

seek it by prayer, and are thankful for the blessings

which you receive. He who said, ' Ask, and it shall be

given you ; seek, and ye shall find,' must also be under

stood to say : ' If you do not ask, you will not receive nor

find.'

" You have been baptized into the faith of Christ, and

call yourself a Christian. Consider well the obligations

attached to this privilege and profession. The sum and

substance of Christianity are indeed comprised in few



272 MEMOIES OF LOED TEIGNMOUTH.

words ; but their meaning is most comprehensive, and of

infinite importance—'Repentance towards God, and faith

in our Lord Jesus Christ, the Author and Finisher of our

salvation.'

" ' God so loved the world that He gave His only be

gotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not

perish, but have everlasting life.' ' Believe on the Lord

Jesus, and ye shall be saved.' But ' he that believeth

not shall be damned.' 'This is life eternal, to know Thee,

the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom Thou hast sent.'

'The grace of God, that bringeth salvation, hath appeared

unto all men, teaching us, that, denying ungodliness and

worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and

godly, in this present world ; looking for that blessed

hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and

our Saviour Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for us, that

He might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify to Him

self a peculiar people, zealous of good works.' But what

does believing, or faith in Christ, imply ? a cordial assent

to all that is related of Him in Scripture, as our Saviour

and Redeemer, Lord and Master, High Priest and Sanc-

tifier, Propitiation and Atonement, Intercessor and Me

diator : an exclusive reliance on His merits and atone

ment for the pardon of our sins ; a trust in His mediation,

and obedience to His commandments. ' He that saith, I

know Him, and keepeth not His commandments, is a liar,

and the truth is not in him.' ' Be ye doers of the word,

and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.'

' Without holiness no man shall see the Lord.' But,

although we are saved or justified by faith in Christ alone,

and not for any good works which we can perform, yet

a holy life is the only proof which we can give of our faith

in Christ ; as holiness is also an essential qualification for

the enjoyment of heaven ; and without this our faith is
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dead and unprofitable, a mere pretense and hypocrisy.

For your further information on this, the most important

of all subjects, I must refer you to the articles of religion,

as professed by our churches, and inserted in your Prayer-

Book. Read them with the closest attention, particularly

the first, second, third, fourth, fifth, ninth, tenth, eleventh,

twelfth, thirteenth, and twenty-seventh ; proving them

by reference to the New Testament, and particularly the

Epistles.

" Religious knowledge, like all other, must be acquired

by study, and, as the one thing needful, demands a pro

portional degree of attention. If we neglect it, we shall

build our hopes of happiness, both here and hereafter, on

a foundation of sand.

" ' Remember the Sabbath-day, to keep it holy :' and I

the more earnestly press the observance of this divine

precept, because you may perhaps fall into a society

where this sacred injunction is little regarded. Some

persons, when they leave their own country, seem to think

themselves at liberty to dispense with the observance of

its institutions, and, because they have not a church to

go to, neglect the duties of the Sabbath altogether. But

God commands us to keep it holy ; and wherever you

are, the injunction is imperiously obligatory, and can not

be disobeyed but at the risk of incurring the penalty of

His just indignation and chastisement. What ! shall man,

who receives all his days from God, refuse to give Him

one day in seven ? Never suffer yourself to be seduced,

by the contagion of bad example, into the neglect of its

sacred and appropriate duties ; but consecrate it to God,

as it ought to be, avoiding usual amusements and secular

occupations and studies, and employing it in prayer, self-

examination, the perusal of the Scriptures and other re

ligious books. You have 'Venn's Sermons,' 'The Life

 

12* *



274 MEMOIES OF LOED TEIGNMOUTH.

of God in the Soul of Man,' ' Wilberforce's Practical

View,' and many others. I wish you to read particularly

' Baxter's Epistle,' which is prefixed to 'Alleyne's Alarm.'

The return of this day will more particularly bring with

it the recollection of you, and incite our prayers to God

for you. Pray for us. I shall often, on this day, say to

myself, ' Where is my Frederick ? What is he doing ?'

and I hope to have the comfortable assurance that you

are employing yourself for your improvement in spiritual

knowledge. Never suffer yourself to be laughed out of

the observance of its proper duties. You may perhaps

meet with some who scoff at religion ; infidels, who dis

believe it ; and some, who, like the devils, ' believe and

tremble ;' but more who are careless and indifferent about

it. Do not give way for a moment to the cavils, the objec

tions, or the ridicule of such persons. I do not, however,

advise you to argue with them, as you are not qualified

for the work ; but avoid all controversy and disputes on

the subject. Take care, however, not to express acquies

cence, nor to countenance the sneers of scorners : on the

contrary, you must manfully avow your principles, when

necessary. A decent firmness will always command re

spect ; but it must not be maintained with passion.

Dignified silence operates as a rebuke. ' Whoever,' says

our Saviour, ' shall be ashamed of me or my words, in

this adulterous and sinful generation, of Him also shall the

Son of Man be ashamed, when He cometh in the glory of

His Father, with His holy angels.' The evidence of our

holy religion has been examined, weighed, and approved

by the wisest and ablest of men : and when I mention the

names of Bacon, Newton, Locke, and Boyle—none of

them clergymen—I need not name others. Believe me

when I assure you that every, even the most plausible

objection to Christianity has been most triumphantly re
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futed ; and that it rests on proofs which can not be in

validated by argument, however ingenious. That there

are passages in Scripture which to us may appear extra

ordinary and difficult to be understood, is allowed. Is

not this the case with all the ancient writers ? Do not

the endless commentaries on Homer, and even Virgil

prove it ? But difficulties are of no weight against de

monstration. When a point is once proved, we must

admit it, although we can not answer every objection.

Who can account for all the ways of Providence ? yet

we might as well doubt the existence of God, as of His

providence. The completion of numerous prophecies,

the miracles in the Old and New Testaments, recorded

by men who could not be deceived, and had no motive

or interest in deceiving, are irrefragable proofs of the Di

vinity of our Saviour, and of the truth of His holy religion.

The very doctrines, and even language, of the sacred

books afford decisive evidence that the writers of them

were inspired. ' Study,' says Locke, ' the Holy Scrip

tures, especially the New Testament. It has God for its

author, salvation for its end, and truth, without any mix

ture of error, for its matter.' No man, I am convinced,

ever sat down to the perusal of the Scriptures, with a

serious, humble, and docile mind, particularly with prayer

to God to enlighten his understanding, but rose with a

thorough conviction of their truth. The great secret for

comprehending the Bible is told by our Saviour : ' If any

man will do His will, he shall know of the doctrine,

whether it be of God.' A few words more, and I close

this subject. Believe your father, when he assures you

that whatever comfort or peace of mind he has enjoyed,

has been solely owing to religion ; and on the other hand,

all his uneasiness or disquietude has proceeded from his

ignorance or neglect of it. A man under the habitual
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influence of religion is superior to all the accidents and

calamities of life. He rests on the firm basis of truth—

the immovable rock of ages ; and he may say with the

self-sufficient Stoic, but in a different frame of mind, Si

fractus illabatur orbis, etc. etc. His trust is in God and

Christ. St. Paul, who suffered so much, triumphantly

says : ' For our light affliction, which is but for a moment,

worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight

of glory ; while we look not at the things "which are seen,

but at the things which are nt>t seen,' (2 Cor. 4 : 17, 18.)

Let mc add here what I omitted under another head, that

for many years before I left India—I think I may go back

as far as the year 1774—I invariably relinquished all

business on the Sabbath, to the benefit both of my spiritual

and bodily health.

" May God impress what I have written on your heart !

And' if this prayer should be graciously granted, you will

find little difficulty in the discharge of other duties, to

which I shall now advert. If you live for the world to

come, your passage through this will be easy and pleasant.

" In whatever situation a man is placed, he must ac

quire the necessary knowledge and qualifications for dis

charging its proper functions. In all situations, as Bacon

observes, ' Knowledge is power.' It is like the moving

principle of a piece of mechanism. The service of the

Company in Bengal displays a wide field for the exertion

of the greatest talents ; and those who want them, and

exertion, will find themselves left far behind in the race

of competition for honors and emoluments.

" I shall exemplify this remark, by delineating from the

life the portraits of two opposite characters. Indolens

leaves his country, friends, and relations ; and embarks for

India in the Company's service, rejoicing in his emanci

pation from parental and moral restraint, and in the hope
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of gratifying his inclination for every pleasurable indul

gence. With these feelings, he neglects the cultivation

of his understanding during the voyage, never consider

ing the qualifications which he ought to acquire, nor

making any effort for the attainment of them. His time

is wasted in patrolling the deck, in idle and trifling con

versation, or in the perusal of books of mere amusement,

or, still more unprofitably and culpably, in cards, or some

other equally pernicious game. Thus he not only loses

what he might have gained, but has acquired the worst

habits. On his arrival, new temptations occur, and his

disposition to yield to them is strengthened. He has

reached the land of promise, and eagerly seizes the en

joyments which he had anticipated. Without adverting to

his want of means, he adopts the luxuries and indulgences

of the country ; sets up the establishment of a Hookah ;

purchases a horse and equipage ; receives and gives enter

tainments ; and plunges into luxury, vice, and extrava

gance. The natives supply money for his use, which he

borrows at an exorbitant interest. Thus his habits of

dissipation, indolence, and selfish gratification, become

more and more inveterate. Compelled by the rules of

the service to take his station in the College at Fortwil-

liam, he there pursues the same thoughtless career, regard

less of the loss of reputation, and of the advantages which

he might derive from the situation. At the period when

others of his standing leave it to enter upon some official

duty, he is passed over for incompetency, and has the

mortification to remain stationary and disgraced. The

natives now begin to withhold their supplies, or, if granted,

furnish them on ruinous terms. Forced at last into exer

tion, at the end of two or three years he obtains his eman

cipation, with every bad habit confirmed ; and loaded

with a debt, the interest of which will absorb the whole
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of his salary ; while he is again forced to borow, even

for his necessary expenses. Thus he is placed at the

mercy of his creditors ; and to appease their tormenting

importunities, he is perhaps seduced into illegal and dis

honest compliances, which expose him to the risk and dis

grace of dismission from the service ; and if this should

take place, his rain is complete and remediless. His re

flections on his folly, and the despair of recovering from

the consequences of it, afliect his peace of mind and health.

The state of the latter may render a change of climate

indispensably necessary for his recovery ; but he wants

the means of availing himself of it ; and his merciless

creditors oppose his absence. I have seen instances, not

only of the loss of health, but of life—the consequence of

early imprudence, and dissipation and extravagance. At

all events, the period of his banishment is prolonged, per

haps even to the term of his existence, when, by a due

attention to prudence and economy, he might, in a

moderate period, and with a good constitution, have re

turned to his native country. A debt of £1000, con

tracted during the first two years of a Writer's residence

in India will hang like a millstone round his neck for

many ; embittering, if he has not lost all feelings, every

hour of his existence with remorse.

" Contrast the preceding picture with that of Sophron.

Contemplating his separation from his friends and family

as a great and painful sacrifice, he weighs the object for

which he submits to it, and deliberates on the means by

which that object is to be obtained. Under these im

pressions, he duly estimates the value of the opportunity

afforded by the voyage for his improvement ; and begins,

as soon as he is settled in the ship, by a regular allotment

of his hours, to application, recreation, and exercise.

His application is directed to the improvement and ac
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quisition of general knowledge, and of that in particular

which his destined situation will more immediately require.

In his recreations, he avoids whatever is pernicious—

cards, or other games, which, if they lead to no other

bad consequences, would be attended with loss of time,

and indispose the mind to serious occupation. On his

arrival at the place of his destination, he perceives the

full value of the attainments which he has made, and of

the habits which he has acquired, and finds himself in a

condition and disposition for further improvement ; and

thus enters the College of Fortwilliam. Proceeding in

the same course, and steadily renouncing dissipated so

ciety, and all those indulgences which enervate the mind

and lead to extravagance, he finds his income sufficient

for his expenses, and that he is under no necessity or

temptation to accept the proffered loans of the natives.

At the end of six, or, at the furthest, twelve months, he

is promoted to an office, unencumbered with debt, and

possibly with a little fund in possession, with a stamp

of merit on his character. By a strict attention to indus

try and economy, he makes a constant and regular pro

gress towards the object of his labors and wishes, exhil

arated by the hopes and prospects of passing many years

in the enjoyment and society of his relations and friends

in his native country.

" Without expatiating on the gross immorality of such

a character as that of Indolens, let us consider its effects

on his parents and connections. To see their instructions

disregarded and despised, their fondest hopes blasted,

their own credit and reputation implicated in that of their

child, his happiness here and hereafter hazarded by a

course of life condemned by reason and religion, can not

fail to embitter their happiness, and may ' bring down

their gray hairs with sorrow to the grave.' They have
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parted with the child of their affections ; and, for his ad

vantage, have submitted to a sacrifice which has cost them

many pangs and many tears. The little bud of hope, to

which they looked for fruit, is withered and decayed.

Their child lias ' sowed the wind, and reaped the whirl

wind.' What consolation can they have ? That which

hope supplies, is gone : nothing is left to them but tears

and prayers. There have been parents who have felt

the misery here described. There have heen children

who have inflicted this misery on parents who have loved

them.

" Of this melancholy picture, which I am sure will be

contemplated by you with pity and disgust, I have known

some originals ; and, if my information be correct, you

will soon discover some in Bengal for whom it might be

drawn. I have delineated it, as virtue is impressively

taught by exhibiting the deformity of vice ; and contrasts

set off each other. It was on this principle that the Spar

tans made their slaves drunk, to expose the beastliness of

intoxication. Plato asserts, that if Virtue were exhibited

in her native purity and loveliness, all mankind would he

enamored with her. He had a more favorable idea of

human nature than I profess ; but I should hope that a

picture of folly, vice, and extravagance, embodied in one

form, must excite aversion and abhorrence. Lokmann,

the JEsop of the East, was asked where he learned his

wisdom : he replied : ' From fools, whose conduct taught

me what to avoid.'

" Every one who is capable of observation or reflection,

is sensible of the importance of acquiring good hahits ;

for it is well known, and hourly proved, that mankind

act more from habit than from reflection. We can not,

therefore, begin too early, nor exert our efforts too stren

uously, for the purpose of forming and contracting such
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habits as reason and experience have shown to he neces

sary and useful to our comfort and happiness.

" It is on few only, and great occasions, that men delib

erate at all. We are, for the most part, determined at

once, and by impulse, which is the effect and energy of

established habits. In the current occasions and rapid

opportunities of life, there is oftentimes little leisure for

reflection ; and were there more, a man who has to rea

son about his duty when the temptations to transgress it

are upon him, is almost sure to reason himself into an

error.

" Many things are to be done and abstained from, solely

for the sake of habit. Thus a man has been brought up

from infancy in a dread of lying. An occasion presents

itself, where, at the expense of a little accuracy, he may

divert the company ; and, as he does not mean to slander

any man's reputation, or to prejudice any man's interest,

the temptation to indulge his wit, and attract the notice

and partiality of those about him, is not small. But,

reflecting that his scruples about lying have hitherto pre

served him free from that vice ; that occasions will occur,

where the inducement may be equally strong, but the

indulgence less innocent; that his scruples will wear

away by a few transgressions, and leave him subject to

one of the meanest and most pernicious of all bad habits,

a habit of lying, when it will serve his turn ; he will fore

go the present, or a much greater pleasure, rather than

lay the foundation of a character so vicious. A man of

confirmed good habits will act in the same way, without

any deliberation at all.

" There are habits, not only of drinking, swearing, and

lying, but of every modification of action, speech, and

thought. There are habits of industry, attention, vigil

ance, advertency ; of a prompt obedience to the judgment
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occurring, or of yielding to the first impulse of passion

or feeling ; of methodizing, reasoning ; of vanity, self-

conceit, melancholy, partiality ; of fretfulness, suspicion,

captiousness, censoriousness, etc.—in a word, there is not

a quality or function, either of body or mind, which does

not feel the influence of this great law of animated na

ture. Some of these are prescribed, and others pro

scribed, by the law of God, by which we ought to regu

late all our thoughts and actions.

" To judge of the value of good habits, we have only

to observe those which are opposite to them : contrast

industry with laziness, moroseness with good humor, a

churlish with an obliging disposition. And here great

use may be derived from observing the bad habits of

those with whom we associate ; not for the purpose of

ridiculing or exposing them—which would be uncharita

ble, and can seldom be done without the risk of subject

ing ourselves to personal quarrels—but to use them as

mirrors for reflecting our own imperfections, that we may

learn to correct them : and although we may not be un

der the influence of the same failings and bad habits

which we remark in others, it may be well to examine

ourselves, if we have not some equally censurable and

offensive. Avoid whatever you see disgusting and disa

greeable in other persons.

" The difficulty of overcoming bad habits is sufficiently

admitted by the common saying, that ' Habit is second

nature.' Bad habits can not be laid aside like old clothes.

You see their inveterate influence in snuff-takers, (for

example, myself,) smokers, dram-drinkers, swearers, liars,

etc. ; and as bad habits are formed out of the repetition

of single actions, and insensibly contracted, beware of

doing any thing which, if it should be habitual, would be
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noxious to yourself, or disagreeable to any. Principiis

obsta—' Beware of the first step.'

" The following anecdote is true : it may seem trivial,

but it will exemplify the danger of violating the preced

ing maxim.

"An intimate friend of mine was sent for by a poor

man whom he had frequently assisted, and who was then

dying. ' I can not die, sir,' said the poor wretch, ' with

out thanking you for the kindness which I have received

from you ; and as a proof of my gratitude, I give you

my earnest advice never to taste arrack, to which I am

now a martyr. I acquired the habit of drinking it insen

sibly; and my poor wife, whom I once persuaded to

take some when she was tormented with pain, has by de

grees adopted the practice of drinking it, and must soon

follow me.'

"Amongst those habits which I particularly recom

mend, is that of early rising, and that of regularly allotted

application. It was by the observance of these practices

that Sir William Jones was enabled to obtain that pre

eminence in literature and science by which he was dis

tinguished. The following is a transcript of the rules

which he laid down by his occupation during the long

law vacation of 1785: 'Morning: one letter, ten chap

ters of the Bible, Sanscrit grammar, Hindu law. After

noon : Indian Geography. Evening : Roman History,

Chess, Ariosto.' You may use it as a model, substituting

such studies as are more immediately adapted to your

situation or pursuits. Suppose, for instance, some such

plan as the following: Before breakfast, the Bible, and

exercises on the quarter-deck. After breakfast, English

composition, one hour ; Persian, or Bengali, or Hindus

tani, two hours and a half; exercise before dinner. After
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dinner, English literature and exercise. In the evening,

reading and exercise.

" It is of great importance to acquire a good style and

facility of composition, in verse as well as prose. Some

times, original compositions in metre ; at others, by a

metrical translation of Horace or Virgil. For prose,

write essays, themes, or translate Cicero's Orations, cor

recting the style of your version until it approaches the

ease and elegance of the original. With respect to Eng

lish reading, continue Hume's History of England ; and

make yourself master of the history of your own country,

which every gentleman ought to know. It is particu

larly interesting from the period of Henry VIII.'s acces

sion. His reign, that ofEdward, Mary, Elizabeth, James,

Charles the First and Second, James, and William, ought

to be studied with attention ; particularly all that relates

to the Reformation, and to the characters of those who

made a conspicuous figure in the civil wars, and to those

of the different sects ; with the events which led to the

Revolution, and the important consequences of it, in es

tablishing the principles of our Constitution.

" For poetry, take Shakspeare : if not the first of Eng

lish poets, second only to Milton. Study him. No man

ever had a deeper knowledge of human nature ; and his

characters, excepting those which are professedly the

creatures of imagination, are drawn from life. Next to

the Bible, no author has so well anatomized the human

heart, and exhibited the workings of human passions.

Imprint select passages on your memory. It may be ad

vantageous to mix the perusal of Shakspeare with that of

Hume. If I were limited to the choice of one poet, I

should, without hesitation, prefer Shakspeare.

" Nor ought you to be ignorant of the actual state of
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literature in England ; so far, at least, to be acquainted

with it, as to have some knowledge of the most import

ant publications of the present day, in poetry, history,

philosophy, arts, and sciences, politics, voyages, and tra

vels. This information, in a certain degree, may be ob

tained from the British Review or: London■ Critical Jour

nal, of which you have a complete set ; and I mean to

supply you with the succeeding numbers, as published

quarterly. Do not neglect your classical studies. If you

translate Horace, Cicero, or Virgil, as I have recommend

ed, and give some attention to Greek authors too, that

will assist your recollection of them. Your present ac

quaintance with the classics may be retained, and even

improved, by moderate application ; and it would be a

great pity to lose what you have acquired. Read the

New Testament in Greek. All this may be accomplished

by a due regulation of your time, and a persevering ad

herence to the allotment of it. Without it, nothing will

be gained, and much will be lost.

The perusal of books of mere amusement is a waste of

valuable time. Avoid it ; and read no book from which

some knowledge may not be acquired. Sensible authors

will strengthen the mind, as exercises invigorate the

body : on the other hand, the practice of light and trifling

reading will not only enfeeble it, but disqualify it for all

serious, improving study.

" Your taste as well as principles will, I trust, secure

you from reading any books of a profane or immoral ten

dency ; and make you reject them with contempt, if they

should by any accident fall in your way. You can not be

too much on your guard on this point ; for infidelity and

obscenity have contributed to infuse their poison into

books where the appearance of them would be little sus

pected. Hume must be read with caution, as he is
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inclined to treat all religion as superstition, and, in expos

ing the absurdities of the Papal superstition or the fanat

icism of sects, endeavors to wound religion itself. Vol

taire is indecent and profane, and ought altogether to be

proscribed ; although some of his productions may be

safely read ; for example, his Tragedies and Histories of

Charles XII., Peter the Great, and Louis XIV.; but

there are few of his compositions which do not treat

religion with levity, and that alone is a sufficient reason

for rejecting him, and every author liable to this censure.

The arguments of infidels, as I have observed, have been

triumphantly refuted ; but a sneer or a sarcasm is not

easily parried, and, though destitute of truth, sense, or

argument, will sometimes implant a venomous sting in

the mind not easily eradicated. A respectable clergyman

of my acquaintance once told me that the ridicule of

Voltaire on a particular passage of the Bible made an

impression on his mind which it was long before he could

efface.

" It is not only necessary to read ; but you must digest

your literary food, or it will afford no nourishment to the

intellect. Half the world read only with their eyes, and

not with their understandings. A Frenchman once ob

served, 'I like books in folio,' (or, en feuiUes y) he was

answered by another, ' I like them best in fructuf (en

fruit.) The pun may do tolerably well in French, as well

as in Latin ; it has, however, more good meaning than

accuracy. If we read without reflection, we may amuse

ourselves without the least advance in improvement. Ten

pages well understood, and well considered, are worth a

hundred lightly skimmed over. It is a disgrace to any

man to say he has read a book, of the contents of which

he is unable to give a tolerable account. The habit of

loose reading is most pernicious.



MEMOIES OF LOED TEIGNMOUTH. 287

" With respect to the oriental languages, you will find

it most improving to write them. This practice will fix

what you write on your memory, and make you correct

in orthography. If you should only copy six lines of the

Gulistan daily, making it a point to understand every

word of them, you would find your attainments at the

end of the voyage very considerable. The same may he

said of the Bengali and Hindustani. The painter's max

im is excellent, '•Nulla dies sine linea.' If you suffer one

day to elapse in idleness, you will feel less inclination to

study the next. Commit to your memory what you have

learned already. The acquisition of a language depends

much on memory ; and the powers of it may be enlarged

by exercise, to any extent.

" In every situation, you will derive great advantage

from a facility of calculation ; and on this ground you

should not lose your knowledge of arithmetic, which may

be kept up with little trouble. Once more let me impress

on you the necessity of a due apportionment of your

time, whether you adopt that which I recommend, or any

other. One advantage of it is this, that you will always

find your work ready at hand ; and no time will be lost

in considering what you should set about. The waste of

time occasioned by inattention to this rule is immense.

Determine, therefore, every evening the employment of

the next day ; and write down what you purpose doing.

Interruptions may occasionally and unavoidably happen ;

but the effects of them will be less felt, if you attend to

my recommendation.

" Of all considerations, there is none more important

than that which respects the choice of your associates.

In a ship, the society is beyond the power of selection ;

but you may avoid intimacy or familiarity with any or

all the members of it. If you once transgress this rule,
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the difficulty of returning within its limits will be great.

Civility and politeness are due to all, and that every gen

tleman has a right to expect from another. There is an

old saying, which has both sense and truth, 'Forms

keep fools at a distance but to act by it requires wisdom

and prudence. A cold reserve may be mistaken for

pride, and disgust by its offensiveness : on the other

hand, if you take for your motto, ' Hail, fellow ! well

met !' you will expose yourself to an intrusive and trou

blesome familiarity. A courteous, unassuming demeanor

will secure you from the imputation of pride, and the in

convenience of the opposite extreme. You are now

thrown into a society different from that in which you

have lived, and you are totally ignorant of the temper

and characters of those who compose it. You may find

in them all that is excellent, or all that is bad ; or, what

is most probable, that mixture of both which forms the

general character of society. The confinement of a ship,

the ennui arising from want of occupation, and fretfulness

occasioned by bad accommodation, are apt to sour the

temper, when not well regulated, and to produce ill

blood and quarrels. It behoves you, therefore, to be

most watchful of your conduct, that you may not be in

volved in disputes. You may hear murmurings and

complaints : you have no concern with them, either as a

party in them, or as an advocate on either side. Parties

are often formed in a ship : belong to no party. You

may yourself suffer inconvenience : bear it patiently : re

collecting, that at the end of four months you will be

released from it. The possession of a separate cabin to

yourself will leave it much in your power to be master of

your time and company. Do not renounce this enviable

privilege. Your best security against all the inconveni

ences which I have stated, will be the occupation of your
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time in the mode which I have recommended ; and if you

adhere to it steadily, you will find little interruption or

molestation from your shipmates. On the contrary, the

propriety and consistency of your conduct will insure the

respect, at least, of all amongst them who have any sense

of propriety. Remember, that you are no longer at

college, and your new companions are not to be consid

ered in the light of fellow-students.

" But, through the whole course of your life, avoid as

far as possible all connection, and certainly all intimacy,

with those who are profligate in their manners or conver

sation. Both your character and principles would be

injured by any such association. ' He who touches pitch

will be defiled.' There are some beautiful Persian lines

on this subject, or rather to show the advantage of keep

ing good company, in Jones's Grammar. The substance

of them is nearly this : 'A kind friend gave me one day

some scented clay. I said to it, Art thou ambergris or

musk ? thy odor is so delightful. It answered : I was

worthless dirt ; but having been placed near a rose, the

qualities of my companion were imparted to me, and

hence my fragrance.' On the other hand, St. Paul tells

us, ' Evil communications corrupt good manners.'

" You are fond of music—and I know not a more de

lightful recreation ; but take care that you do not indulge

in it to an excess whicn may injure your health, and en

gross too much of your time. If you give that time to

music (and the remark applies to every species of amuse

ment) which ought to be devoted to serious pursuits, to

the discharge of duties, you are immoral as well as foolish.

There is one evil which I have often noted attending a

passion for music—that it leads a man into improper so

ciety, to associate with those who have no estimable

qualities, nor. any other talents than those of a musician.

13
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' Birds of a feather ' are apt to ' flock together.' It re

quires, indeed, much circumspection and discretion, in a

person as fond of music as you are, to avoid being drawn

into idle and improper company ; and, in general, it may

be observed that musicians are idle persons, excepting

when occupied by their favorite amusement, and, for the

indulgence of it, are very much disposed to encroach on

the time of others. ' Come, never mind your business !

let us have a game on the flute, clarionet,' etc., etc. ! and

resolution will be required to resist the invitation. If

yielded to, it will soon be repeated, and duty will easily

and insensibly fall a sacrifice to inclination. It behoves

every man to be on his guard against his besetting sin ;

or against any propensity which may seduce him into im

proper company, or into the neglect of any duty. Weigh

well what I have said : it is of great importance to your

character and success in life. Another evil of musical

society is, that it is too often of a bacchanalian complex

ion ; and although the habit of not drinking wine may

save you from the evil consequences of intoxication, it

will not protect you from that ribaldry and loose conver

sation which are too much indulged in such symposiacs.

Your clarionet may be a source of pleasurable amuse

ment : let it not prove a temptation to idleness or impro

per society. I have seen the ill effects of a passion for

music too often, not to warn you against them.

" Of all the foolish maxims which have obtained cur

rency in the world, I know none more pernicious than

this, that ' We must do as others do.' It has ruined

thousands ; and every day affords instances of its cruel

influence ; in other words, it amounts to this, that ' be

cause those in my situation or rank of life choose to be

foolish, absurd, or profligate, I must be so too.' A, B,

and C have elegant furniture, give handsome entertain
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ments, keep elegant equipages, and are expensive in their

dress and amusements. I must do the same, although I

have not the means ; and I must ruin myself by seeing

their follies and extravagance, lest I should be deemed

mean; and by whom? By persons whose opinions I

ought to despise. Those who are thus misled can have

little claim to* principles or firmness of character. What

can be meaner or more dishonest than to contract debts

which you can not discharge ? What satisfaction can a

man of integrity derive from the enjoyment of luxuries

for which he is unable to pay ? To avoid the appearance

or imputation of meanness, he becomes both mean and

contemptible ; and, in fact, exposes himself to the derision

which he wishes to avoid. ' Why do you not keep a car

riage ?' ' Because I can not afford it,' is the answer of

honesty and common-sense, and will satisfy those who

have these qualities. I could at this moment name a

young man at Cambridge, who gives entertainments

which he can not afford, and is the subject of the ridicule

of those who partake them. I should hope that those

who are at the head of the Administration in Bengal will

make a distinction between the foolish and extravagant,

and the prudent and economical. In fact, I believe the

distinction is made ; and that, in the competition for offi

cial situations, the preference is decided by respectability

of character.

" ' Economy is a great income.' Be as generous and

as charitable as you can ; but you can neither be gener

ous nor charitable, unless you are an economist. So said

a man who had subjected himself to an imputation of

parsimony, when, to the surprise of two collectors who

solicited his contribution for building Old Bedlam, he

produced and gave them five hundred guineas. What is

your object in going to Bengal ? To obtain a competent
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provision for your comfortable subsistence in your native

country. So far, at least, as not to protract the period

of its attainment, keep this object constantly in view.

Remember, also, that an honest independence can only

be acquired by the savings of economy. Do not suppose,

that, by dwelling so much on this subject, I mean to in

sinuate that you are inclined to extravagance ; far from

it ; and I with pleasure do you the justice to say, that

you have ever been prudent and economical in the man

agement of your expenditure, without meanness or parsi

mony. The temptations to a different conduct are very

great in Calcutta, and I warn you against them. I felt,

myself, great embarrassments from debts contracted dur

ing the first two years of my residence in India ; having

been obliged to pay house-rent and to maintain myself,

receiving only a salary of eighty-two sicca rupees a month.

In truth, it was impossible to do it on double that income.

That is not the case with you.

* " The prospect of returning to your native country,

and passing your latter years in the society of your rela

tions and friends, should ever be the animating principle

of your hopes and exertions. Do not, therefore, suffer

your ideas and habits to be too much Indianized, that

when you revisit England you will find it aforeign, and

not your native country. This, unfortunately, is the case

with many who have resided long in Hindostan. Im

mersed in the business of that country, and attached to

the habits acquired in it, their ideas are formed without

reference to the customs, manners, and state of society in

England ; and when they come home, they find them

selves, to use a homely phrase, ' like fishes out of water ;'

and many return to India from mere ennui, and an inca

pacity for the enjoyment of English society.

" Now, the proper counteraction to this deplorable in
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fatuation, or rather fatality, is this : Recall often to your

recollection the scenes of your early years ; the society

in which you have lived ; the memory of those who are

dear to you ; the institutions and customs of your own

country. Cultivate those talents and habits which will

enable you to pass your time in. it without ennui or dissi

pation ; give as much leisure as your business will allow

to English literature ; and avail yourself of every oppor

tunity to learn what is passing in England, and to feel an

interest in it. To assist you in this, I shall send you the

newspapers and periodical publications. Look frequently

at the map of your country : retrace the journeys which

you have made in it, and the spots where you have re

sided. Nor should you confine your attention and recol

lection to England only ; but extend them to Europe,

Africa, and America. Enter into conversation on these

topics. If India and the concerns of that country alone

excite your attention, you will find both your mind and

its ideas circumscribed. I have recommended to you the

conduct which I pursued ; and the effect was what I hope

you will experience—a relish for the society and manners

of my own country when I returned to it, and a capacity

to enjoy the pleasures of them. I never lost the litera

ture which I carried with me to Bengal. On the contrary,

I rather added to its stock. Tou never see me a prey to

ennui, nor resorting to dissipation for the removal of it.

I do not mean to affirm that I did not fall into the habits «

of India, while I was there : on the contrary, I indulged

them too much : still, I retained those which I carried

there ; and which, on my return to my native country, I

resumed with equal profit and pleasure. The years

which I passed in Bengal are like a dream ; and I feel

happy in awaking in England !

"But, above all, think of your father and mother,
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brothers and sisters, who love you ; and enjoy the happy

conviction that you have an affection for them, which

neither distance1 nor time, nor the amusements or occu

pations of India, will ever obliterate. And here let me

recommend to you what I omitted to mention in its

proper place—to keep a journal of your occupations.

This was the practice of Gibbon, the historian of the Ro

man empire ; and I regret that you have not time for the

perusal of it. I recollect that I used to write a journal

of events in India—and in Latin, with a view to keep up

my knowledge of that language ; which I still retain, al

though I was removed from the study of it before I was

sixteen. A journal of your daily— I should say hourly

Occupations, will furnish a record for ascertaining your

progress, and enable you to supply deficiencies in your

attainments. I trust you will be able to revise it with an

applauding conscience.

"And now, my dear Frederick, I must bring this long

epistle to a close. But, long as it is, I feel that I could

say much more; and with more time, I should have

avoided some inaccuracies in style rather than in senti

ments, which I must leave uncorrected. Receive it as a

proof of my paternal and affectionate solicitude for your

welfare. Read it with attention, as containing the result

of my experience ; and pray to God to enable you to fol

low my instructions and advice. The path of duty is that

of happiness ; and no man, while his conscience retains

its sensibility, can be happy, or even comfortable, in

deviating from it : Omne vitium in proclive est. The

first step in the line of obliquity is full of danger : the

second, more so ; and, if they are not immediately re

traced, will lead to ruin. What you neglect in one day,

you will find less inclination to attempt the second,
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and so on ; and therefore I again repeat, Omne vitium, .

etc.

" You go to Bengal with every advantage which the

rank and character of your father can bestow, and with

the reputation of being highly distinguished at Hailey-

bury College. My credit, as well as your own, are im

plicated in your conduct ; I trust it will be such as to be

the means of augmenting it.

" An old friend, soon after my arrival in India, gave

me this useful admonition, ' Make yourself useful.' I

had the good sense to follow it ; and rose to a station to

which I had no title from birth or interest.

" I have done my duty to you : the rest depends, un

der Providence, upon yourself. Do not consider my

advice as a reflection on your past conduct, or as imply

ing a doubt as to the propriety of it in future. Allow

ing for errors and indiscretion—from which none are

exempt—it is a pleasure to me to reflect on your behav

ior, as affording a well-grounded hope that it will be such

as I can approve. Remember, however, what the Scrip

ture saith : ' To him that knoweth to do good, and doeth

it not, to him it is sin.'

"You must not expect to pass through life without

trouble. But all troubles may be borne, excepting those

which arise from a wounded conscience : and if the con

science is void of offense towards God and man, the heart

will be at rest, and your repose undisturbed ; but this can

only be the result of faith implanted in the heart by the

Holy Ghost, for which we must fervently pray. 'Re

member, that God sent you into the world for Religion :

we are but to pass through our pleasant fields or our hard

labors—but to lodge a little while in our fair palaces or

meaner cottages—but to bait on the way, at our full

tables or with our spare diet. But then only, man does
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his proper employment, when he prays and does works

of charity, and mortifies his unruly appetites, and restrains

his violent passions, and becomes like to God; and imi

tates His only Son ; and writes after the copies of the

Apostles and Saints.'

" ' Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy

youth, while the evil days come not, nor the years draw

nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them.'

' Fear God, and keep His commandments ; fdr this is the

whole duty of man. For God shall bring every work

into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be

good, or whether it be evil.' ' The hour is coming, and

now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of

God ; and they that hear shall live ; and shall come forth ;

they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life ;

and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of

damnation.'

" The day of your departure from your paternal roof

will be a day of sorrow and tears with those who remain

behind ; and I already anticipate what I shall feel and can

not express, when, committing you to the blessing of

God, I bid you my last adieu.

" ' To Thee, O God of all mercies, and Father of our

Lord Jesus Christ, I now consign my child ; most hum

bly and fervently beseeching Thee to protect him by Thy

Providence, and guide and direct him by Thy Grace !

Oh ! let the Holy Spirit teach him the truth as it is in

Jesus ; and strengthen him in the faith and love of it !

Visit not the sins of the father upon him ; but give him

grace to withstand the temptations of the world, the flesh,

and the devil ; and make him watchful over his own heart,

circumspect in all his conduct, and careful to avoid the

seduction of bad example. Impress his soul with a con

stant sense of his dependence upon Thee for all the good
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that he has or hopes for ; and make him grateful for all

that he receives and enjoys—for all the dangers he es

capes—and for all the temptations he avoids and resists.

Let him never forget that Thy holy eye is ever upon him,

and that Thou seest the secrets of all hearts and knowest

all things. Give him grace to read Thy holy word—to

meditate upon it—and take it as ' a lamp unto his feet, and

a light unto his path.' Pour out Thy Spirit upon him,

and make him Thine by adoption and regeneration ; and

whatsoever of the things of this world he may want, let

him not be destitute of the one thing needful ; but may

he have Thy grace, and the portion of Thy children. Be

Thou a gracious father to him, instructing, admonishing,

and reproving him in mercy ; and a merciful provider for

him, in all estates, all affairs, and events of his life. But

especially, O God, I beseech Thee, take care of his soul ;

that when he shall be deprived of all here, he may, through

Thy mercy in Christ Jesus, be taken into the glorious

kingdom above ; there to serve, praise, and adore Thee,

with the saints made perfect and the heavenly Host, to

all eternity ! Hear me, O Merciful Father, for the sake

of Him who died for our sins and rose again for our just

ification, and ever liveth to make intercession for us !

And glory be to Thee, O Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,

world without end.

" Sunday, May 24, 1818.

" Teignmouth, ann. mtat. 66\.

" P. S.—Amongst your books, you have ' Paley's Evi

dences,' ' Gregory's Letters on the Evidences, Doctrines,

and Duties of Christianity,' and ' Chalmers' Evidences.'

These, if you study them, will fortify you against the ob

jections of infidels. If you read Paley, you may omit

the first volume of Gregory, who takes nearly the same

13*
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line of argument ; and may proceed to the second. I

recommend you to read Jenks on the Lord's Prayer and

on the Belief, at the end of his volume of Prayers. You

will say there is no end of my recommendations. But

can I cease to be anxious for your eternal welfare ? If I

were, my profession of Christianity would be a mere

pretense."

To the same.

"Sunday, Portman Square, May 31, 1818.

" I attended the administration of the Sacrament to

day, and have not forgotten you in my prayers. It

has been a source of ever-availing regret to me that I did

not request the clergyman at Deal to administer the

Sacrament to us both, before you sailed ; but my mind

was then agitated and confused, and, in my attention to

things of minor importance, I omitted what was most

needful. A thousand thoughts have succeeded your em

barkation ; and sometimes I almost regret that I yielded

to your wishes, in allowing you to go to India. But I

must check these desponding suggestions ; and trust that

your heavenly Parent will be a kinder and better protect

or to you than your earthly father. If you follow my

advice, you will be happy wherever you are : if you suf

fer yourself to be seduced on to the neglect of it, which I

have no disposition to apprehend, you will be happy no

where.

" We all drank your health, with affectionate wishes

for many happy returns of your natal day. "We all miss

you, and are not without our anxiety for you. Your

brothers and myself reached home late yesterday even

ing, as we did not leave Deal till the day after you sailed.
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We followed the ship 'with our eyes, till it was no longer

visible. Your departure revived my feelings when I left

your mother in the same month thirty years ago, three

months only after our marriage ; as well as those of my

second voyage, in October, four years afterwards. We

have been restored to our native country ; and may God

protect and restore you to it !

" Your ever affectionate father.

" The pilot, on his return informed us, that if we had

staid longer on board, we should have found it extremely

difficult to get into the boat."
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CHAPTER XIII.

The Departure of his youngest Son for India—Death of the Rev.

Thomas Shore—The Apocryphal Controversy—Death of his

youngest Son—Presides for the last time at the Annual Meet

ing of the Bible Society—Death of his Son-in-law, Sir T. Noel

Hill—Correspondence.

Early in 1819, Lord Teignmouth's youngest son, hav

ing obtained a cornet's commission in the 11th Light

Dragoons, embarked for India. Bereaved of the society

of some of his children, he seemed to cling with the

greater tenacity to those that still remained with him.

He was also called to sympathize with those he loved.

His bosom friend, Mr. Wilberforce, sends him this beauti

ful and Christian letter on the death of his daughter.

"And now, perhaps, you may already have heard that

our dear Barbara is no more. It pleased God to take

her—I doubt not, to Himself—on Sunday morning last.

We brought her hither about five weeks ago, to be under

the care of Dr. Black, (Baillie being occasionally consult

ed,) who attended her himself from Marden Park in the

same carriage. For the first fortnight all seemed to go

on more prosperously than could have been anticipated.

But a relapse occurred, and she sunk still more rapidly.

The many illnesses of our dear Barbara had, perhaps,



MEMOIKS OF LOED TEIGNMOUTH. 30]

been a cause of additional endearment ; especially—as

Lady Teignmouth will well understand—to her mother.

But, blessed be God ! there have been many alleviations

of the intensity of the pain necessarily attendant in this

dispensation. Above all, the patience and submission

uniformly exhibited (and Baillie declared that the suffer

ings must have been ten times greater than those of other

persons similarly circumstanced, owing to the extreme

irritability of her nervous system)—the deep humility,

combined with the child-like trust in the mercies of God

through her Saviour—the spirituality, and composure

(she herself expressed to her mother her surprise that

she could be so calm, for she was naturally very timid ;)—

in short, she brought to my mind that delightful promise,

' The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a contrite heart,

and saveth such as be of a humble spirit. And I shall

never forget the tenderness and faith, and love and devo

tion, with which, having desired all others to withdraw,

she poured forth her last audible prayer for herself and

for us. The very morning ofthe day on which she died,

having sent her favorite female attendant (justly a favor

ite !) Nancy, to ask Dr. Black, who slept in the next

room, whether there was any hope of her living, she

added, ' But if not, all is well.' And all was well, I doubt

not !—and, oh ! my dear child has exchanged her body

of pain and languor, of sin and death, her body of humi

liation, for a spirit of life and love—for a state of happi

ness, we can not doubt, in Paradise—to be succeeded by

the joys and glories of the heavenly world. This assur

ance has enabled my dear wife to bear up with a cheer

fulness which is quite surprising ; though, of course, there

are paroxysms occasionally, and bursts of sorrow. May

we not feel softened by this dispensation, but improved,

and rendered, through the desired blessing, more meet
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to be partakers of the saints in light ! May God bless you

and yours, my very dear Lord ! We can neither of us be

very far from the closing scene. May we both enjoy the

felicity of seeing those whom we most love walking in

the path that leads to glory and honor and immortality !"

To William Wilberforce, Esq.

"Tunbridge Wells, Jan. 4, 1822.

" I gave you yesterday, my dear sir, a short but very

inadequate expression of our feelings, on the dispensation

which has so severely wounded yours and Mrs. Wilber-

force's ; but I can not avoid telling you how sensible I am

of your kindness in writing to me, under the circum

stances of your situation, and the claims of your numer

ous sympathizing friends. I have indeed an additional

motive for thanking you for the account of the last hours

of your departed and now blessed daughter; as it aflbrds

a lesson which, I trust, will not be lost on my own child

ren, nor on their parents. There is a beauty in ' the

death of the righteous,' which animates and warms our

hearts, and raises them to the contemplation of the Divine

Conqueror of death and sin, who invites and enables us

to share His victory, and partake of His image and glory.

And how necessary and useful are such examples, to wean

our attachments from a world of vanity, sorrow, and sin,

and elevate our aspirations after another of imperishable

bliss ! I am now in my seventy-first year ; and when I

review my past life, I say, from the bottom of my heart,

' It is of the Lord's mercies that I am not consumed ! '

and feel ages of devotedness to Him can never discharge

the debt of love and gratitude which I owe to Him.

Such are the sentiments which I wish to cultivate, and
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reduce to daily practice ; with humble and constant pray

er to God for His inspiring and strengthening grace under

the deep consciousness of my own weakness, and in the

full dependence of His love and mercy in Jesus Christ.

Some months hence, if it should please God to prolong

your life and that of Mrs. Wilberforce, the remembrance

of your dear lost saint will no longer be embittered with

those occasional pangs which affection now extorts from

nature, but prove a source of joy and gratitude.

" I have only to add our kindest remembrance to Mrs.

Wilberforce and your family circle ; and that

" I am, my dear sir,

" Your ever affectionate."

In the following February, the subject of these me

moirs was called to mourn the death of his only brother,

the Rev. Thomas Shore, at his Living at Otterton, Devon.

He thus wrote to Lady Teignmouth, on his return from

the funeral :

To Lady Teignmouth.

''Otterton, Feb. 22, 1822.

" I have been most deeply affected by the scene ; more

so than I expected, considering the long anticipation of

it, and my preparation for it. On my return to the house,

I retired to my room and prayed—I trust not in vain—

to sanctify the melancholy scene to me. May it teach

me to consider my latter end—to make me think of that

day when we must appear before the judgment-seat of

Christ, to give an account of the things done in the flesh!

May it increase in me the sense of gratitude to Almighty

God, for having spared me so long ! May it lead me to
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devote that life, which He has so mercifully spared, to His

service ; and, as I grow in years, to grow in righteous

ness. May it constantly excite in me reflections on the

vanity of all human enjoyments, and heavenly meditations

on the glory, the majesty, and, above all, on the mercy

of God in Jesus Christ ! Let the hope of that mercy be

the anchor of my soul ; and produce in me love, joy, gra

titude, and holy obedience—a zeal for the glory of God

—a truly Christian charity towards all my fellow-crea

tures, and active and unwearied exertion in the discharge

of every duty to God and to my neighbor—to you, my

children, and my family—and in every other relation

which His Providence has assigned to me ! May you,

and all my children, participate the blessings which I im

plore for myself! Amen ! Amen !

"Mr. Sergeant Praed arrived yesterday evening, in

vigorous health ; and he himself felt it so strongly, that a

few weeks ago he told William he had health to spare !

Alas ! in the midst of life we are in death.—A cessation

of office-duties agrees with him as well as Sir William

Grant ; and Mr. Praed is more robust than ever I saw him.

" I have not seen Julia or Bell since I returned from

the funeral. Our meeting at dinner, if it should take

place, will be melancholy; but I can not wish for the

present to be otherwise than melancholy for myself; yet

I do not mourn as one without comfort. There is a con

solation in grief when a ray of divine mercy beams upon

it. I do, indeed, long to be with you all again ! In this

world, my happiness is my home ; but I never wish so to

indulge it, as to forget that I am a pilgrim upon earth ;

or to lose sight of the heavenly home of eternal rest, joy,

and happiness, which is promised to those who believe in

Christ, and perfect holiness in the fear of God."
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A letter to Lady Teignmouth on the death of Mr.

Grant :

To Lady Teignmouth.

"Portman Square, N~ov. 5, 1823.

" My Dear Wife :

"My thoughts perpetually turn to the melancholy

family in Russell Square. I have just received your let

ter of yesterday, in which you express the feelings which

have overwhelmed me. Yes, I do hope and believe that

the death of our dear and valued friend will prove a bless

ing to us, and to many. Why should he be taken, and

I left? Was he more ripe for the harvest, and am I

spared that I may ripen ? God grant that it may be so !

Such deaths do indeed preach home to our hearts and

consciences most impressively ; and I hope to cherish the

feelings, and constantly to keep before my eyes the hour

in which I must bid this world farewell. Nor ought it to

make me melancholy. My lot has indeed, by the bless

ing of God, been cast in pleasant places ; and I never had

occasion or temptation to be guilty of the impiety of

murmuring at His dispensations ; but feel, and deeply

feel, how little of active gratitude I have experienced for

the numerous undeserved blessings that He has bestowed

upon me. Oh ! He has indeed been good to me, when I

deserved His severest rebukes and chastisements. I know

no greater impiety in those who really believe in a God

and Providence, than that of a discontented heart. Let

the best of us ask himself: ' What have I done to deserve

the favor of God ? How have I obeyed Him ? How

have I served Him ?' And conscience, if not seared and

hardened by prejudices, will at once reply : ' Not so as to
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merit the least of the blessings which you have hourly

received.' Who gives me food, habitation, friends, the

means of grace, and exemption from dangers and tempt-

' ations ? Is it not God ? If an earthly benefactor bestow

a favor, what would the world say if the receiver of such

benefits repaidthem with ingratitude ? It would pronounce

him a monster. But God does more ; He bears with our

daily offenses, neglects, and ingratitude : He invites us

by His kindness and promises : He stimulates our faith

into action by the prospect of eternal felicity ; and re

ceives the repentant sinner, through the atonement and

mediation of our suffering, dying, compassionate Saviour,

into His favor. Oh ! that my heart, and that of all around

me, were constantly and deeply impressed with these

sentiments ! and then, and then only, in spite of worldly

cares and disappointments, we must be happy. But we

foolishly and wickedly say to our hearts, we have not

what we want ; and we will be moody, murmuring, and

discontented. Could a person dying in this frame of

mind hope to enter heaven, from which all unholy pas

sions are forever excluded ? And just as we are when

we die, we shall be to all eternity.

" Once more adieu ! and God bless you !

" Your ever affectionate husband.

" P. S.—Mr. Grant was married fifty years. We have

been married thirty-seven and three quarters."

From the Same to the Same.

"November 8, 1823.

"My Dear Wife: I am just returned from the melan

choly solemnity of depositing the last remains of my loved
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and respected' friend It will be long, very long,

before the events of this day, and that which caused them,

will be erased from my recollection : nor do I wish it.

On the contrary, I hope that the impression which they

have made upon me will be deep and salutary. We think

too little of death, forgetting the consequences of it.

' What will be my state, if I should die this night ?'

ought to be the question of every one daily ; ay, hourly.

Have I repented of my sins? Have I given proof of my

repentance, by bringing forth fruits meet for it ? Do I

really believe and trust in my Saviour for the forgiveness

of my sins ? How have I shown the sincerity of my

faith? Have I that holiness, without which no man shall

•see the Lord? What is the general current of my

thoughts ? Are they worldly or heavenly ? How often,

and how 'much, do I think seriously of appearing before

God, to give an account of the things done in the flesh ?

Such questions put home to the conscience, appall the best

of us ; and make us cry from the bottom of our hearts,

'Lord be merciful to me a sinner! Give me a new heart,

and renew a right spirit within me !' But I have done.

" Your ever, etc.

" P. S.—Mr. Grant was seventy-seven last April."

In addition to the unpleasant Apocryphal Controversy

in the Bible Society, the President had to suffer the great

est anxiety on account of the return of his youngest son

from India with his health irretrievably impaired. He

died at a small hamlet between Aix and Avignon on the

29th of April, 1826.

His father's connection with the Bible Society had been

of great service to Captain Shore during his protracted

illness. Wherever he went, he found warm friends, vying
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with each other who could do most for him. His brother

gives the following graphic account of his funeral :

" The little inn of Pont Royal, where he died, was kept

by a Protestant family. And in its neighborhood, on the

left bank of the river Durance, was a colony of the same

faith, descendants of the Albigenses. Application having

been made to the pastor of Lourmarin, one of their

towns, for permission to inter the remains of the deceased

in its cemetery, the municipal authorities, and the mem

bers of the Bible Society of the place, expressed their

wish to avail themselves of the opportunity of testifying

publicly their respect to the memory of one nearly related

(as they understood from the pastor, who had resided for

some time in England) to the President of the British and

Foreign Bible Society ; whilst the military, hearing that

he had borne a commission in the British service, were

anxious to bestow appropriate honors on their brother in

arms.

" As the funeral approached Lourmarin, it was met by

a considerable body of townsmen, including the Mayor,

the pastor, and the members of the Bible Society. At

eleven o'clock on the first Wednesday of May, the day

allotted to the anniversary meeting of the Society—at the

very instant, as it proved, at which Lord Teignmouth ap

peared in his accustomed place, amidst the acclamations

of the members,—by a coincidence wholly unforeseen,

the coffin containing his son's remains was received by the

appointed bearers at the gate of Lourmarin. Military

honors though declined, were not withheld. The pall was

borne by officers of the French army : and as the proces

sion passed through the streets, which were densely crowd

ed—as a holiday had been granted to the people of the

neighborhood, whether Protestants or Roman Catholics—
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its progress was indicated by volleys from the carbines of

the gendarmerie, and the same martial tribute was bestow

ed at the grave. The pastor, who had performed the fune

ral service, preached an impressive sermon ; in which he

not only dwelt on the mournful event which had assembled

the concourse he beheld, but took a rapid survey of the

operations of the Society, with which the name and family

of the deceased were, in the minds of many whom he was

addressing, inseparably associated.

" It may be inferred, from the letters preceding this

narrative, that Lord Teignmouth and his family, in their

present affliction, ' sorrowed not without hope.' During

some weeks previous to his death, and indeed from the

period of his receiving the sacrament in compliance with

his father's recommendation, preceded as it had been by

earnest and anxious meditation and prayer, Captain

Shore's mind had been wholly freed from the skeptical

suggestions which had harassed it during the earlier part

of his illness ; and exhibited, in entire dependence on his

Saviour's merits, uninterrupted serenity, and joyful an

ticipation of his approaching change. Lord Teignmouth,

lest parental partiality might influence his belief of his

son's everlasting welfare, referred the correspondence re

lating to his illness to the Rev. Rowland Hill, requesting

his unbiased opinion upon it ; and enjoyed the looked-for

satisfaction of receiving from the experienced judgment of

his venerable friend full confirmation of his own hope."

The Rev. Mons. Portier to Lord Teignmouth.

" Lourmarin par Cadenet Vauoluse, June 3, 1826.

" My Lord : I have the honor of transmitting to your

Lordship, inclosed in this packet, in my own name and

that of the members of my consistory, an address, con
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taining the true feelings of our hearts ; preceded by a

circumstantial account of the burial of your beloved son,

whom God pleased to take to Himself, and to crown with

everlasting glory—as we may firmly hope, since he died

in calling on his God through the merits of his Saviour.

May these writings contribute, in some degree, to comfort

the afflicted heart of your Lordship, in proving, though

unknown to you, how much we are concerned in all that

can touch you ! But in fact, my Lord, how could it be

otherwise ? We are all members of a small Bible Society.

Some of us have read the history of the British and For

eign Bible Society, by the Rev. and good Mr. Owen.

Your Lordship is well known to us. We all know what

good has been done by your influence to religion in the

East-Indies ; and what generous and truly pious en

deavors you have done and are still doing, for the pro

motion of the Sacred Scriptures through the world. May

that merciful and gracious God, who raised you up, my

Lord, be a powerful promoter of His sacred cause among

men, grant your Lordship a long life, accompanied with

all the earthly and heavenly blessings of His grace !

" I have received, my Lord, the letter by which it

pleased your Lordship to honor me. I am highly grati

fied by all the obliging things you are so kind as to tell

me ; and much gratified for the good wishes your Lord

ship expresses for my earthly and spiritual welfare. I

feel myself the continual need of that divine grace, to

enable me to be a faithful and useful minister in the Lord's

vineyard,

" I have the honor to be, my Lord, with the greatest

respect,

" Your Lorship's most humble

and obedient servant,

" Portier."
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The melancholy event elicited the expressions of the

warmest sympathy of his many friends. The following

letter was addressed to his Lordship by the venerable

Archdeacon Hoare.

The Ven. Archdeacon Hoare to Lord Teignmouth.

"Godstone, May 26, 1826.

" My Dear Lord : I should not have excused myself

from having sooner addressed your Lordship in the lan

guage of affectionate sympathy, which I am sure you will

entirely admit, but that I knew Mrs. C. Hoare had taken

the earliest opportunity for expressing all we felt in com

mon to other branches of your Lordship's family. Now,

willingly I use the first quiet moment in my power for con

firming those expressions in my own person, and assuring

you that the deep interest we must ever have taken in

the late breach in your family is heightened by a sense of

gratitude, ever present with us, for your feeling and that

of your family towards us under similar circumstances.

" Indeed, I believe I must say that it has pleased God,

in infinite wisdom, and mercy as great, to take from, us

both our darling ; that which, if spared, and more par

ticularly if continued in those delightful dispositions which

marked their close, might have become an idol. Can

more need be said to evince His most gracious designs ?

or could a message from Heaven have more distinctly

pronounced to us, ' Thou shalt love the Lord thy God

with all thy heart, and with all thy mind, and with all thy

soul, and with all thy strength ?' We have affections of

the strongest and most ardent nature : they must be

placed somewhere. When placed on the creature, how

often are they bitterly disappointed, and grievously
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wounded. What is the conclusion, but that they are due

to the Creator alone ; and, when placed upon Himself,

will then alone meet with no disappointment ? May this

peaceable fruit be derived from the present grievous afflic

tion, to every member of your Lordship's family ! Most

thankfully we hear the testimonies to the preparedness

of your dear—your not lost—son, for the great change.

JVbn vitam liquit, sed mortalitatem. You have, I trust,

in the best sense of the word, a living son. May our two

dear Henrys—mine, indeed, but in infant garb—add to

that joy and crown of rejoicing at the great day, which

it is our privilege to hope, through the merits of a Re

deemer, to wear, or rather to cast before His throne, say

ing, ' Thou art worthy, O Lord !' in a world where we

shall cease to weep !

" Believe me, my dear Lord, with every sentiment of

respect and kindness to Lady Teignmouth, and affection

ate remembrances to your whole family,

" Very affectionately and faithfully yours,

"C. J. Hoare."

To the Son. F. J. Shore.

"Portman Square, Sept. 20, 1826.

" You will also receive our last Bible Society Report.

Our poor Society has been shaken to the foundation ; but

it will still, I trust, survive the attacks which have been

made upon it. If you were to give credit to the virulence

of some of our enemies, you would say that your father,

and the Committee who manage its affairs, were Deists,

Socinians, or any thing but Christians or honest men. I

do not feel myself personally aggrieved, and can hear and
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read the intemperate abuse unmoved ; but I do feel for

the cause of one of the noblest institutions that the world

ever produced ; and regret that I can not do now what

ten or twelve years ago I could have successfully per

formed—vindicate our Society. I fear that success had

too much elevated us, and that we took to ourselves that

glory which should have been ascribed to God alone.

Let us be more humble, and more constantly dependent

on Him. Paul may plant, and Apollos water, but it is

God alone that gives the increase. My daily prayer to

Him is, that His word may have free course and be glori

fied ; and that the Redeemer's kingdom may be extend

ed, and all mankind come to the knowledge of the truth

as it is in Jesus.

" I must now conclude for the night, with thanksgiv

ing to God for the mercies of the day, and with humble

prayer to Him for His protection of me and mine dur

ing the night. I think this is my first effort of writing by

candle-light for many months.

" I am," etc., etc.

JEtat. 74 y. 11 mo. 14 days.

When the Apochryphal Controversy had terminated

in England, Lord Teignmouth, in his opening Address at

the public meeting, alludes with gratitude to the restored

harmony that pervaded the deliberations of the Society ;

" In the history of the Bible Society, there is nothing

more striking and gratifying than that spirit of brotherly

affection which it has diffused through its members and

associates in all parts of the world, and which has ever

conspicuously shone in our anniversary meetings. It

has often reminded me of the testimony borne by hea

14
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thens to the early Christians—' See how these Christians

love one another !' It is deeply to be lamented that any

circumstance should have occurred to disorder this har

monious feeling and cooperation, which formed the

strength and ornament of our labor of love; and' to

throw, for a while, a dark cloud over those bright and

expanding prospects which for so many years had ani

mated our hopes and efforts. I allude to the Apocry

phal Question ; and I rejoice in being able to say that it

has been forever decided.

" The Resolutions of your Committee, which received

the sanction of the last General Meeting, have ever since

become the fixed and inviolable law of their conduct ;

and every necessary measure has been adopted, to insure

a practical adherence to it. The communication of those

Resolutions to our Foreign Associates has been followed

by explanatory rules, defining the instances and modes

in which only the assistance of this Society can be granted

to them; and they have been formed with a precision

calculated to preclude the application of the funds of the

Society, directly or indirectly, to the circulation of the

Apocryphal Books.

" I shall now take the liberty of addressing a few words

to the Meeting, on the conduct of the Committee in gene

ral, as well as with respect to the Apocryphal Question ;

as their conduct has, in this and in other instances, been

arraigned with the most uncompromising severity. From

the experience of nearly twenty-four years, I can bear my

testimony to the zeal, integrity, and unrelaxing diligence

with which your successive Committees have cheerfully

discharged the important trust committed to them. As

men, they do not pretend to claim an exemption from

errors of judgment; as Christians, they have never re

fused to correct mistakes into which, with the best inten
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tions, they may have been betrayed, when these have been

pointed out to their conviction. With respect to the

Apocryphal Question, if it be thought that their decision

of it was too long delayed, and that they ought to have

pronounced that opinion on it which, in accordance with

the fundamental regulations of our Association, they

finally adopted—and which I am not disposed to contro

vert—their hesitation proceeded from the most conscien

tious motives ; and the resolutions which they ultimately

formed, were a retractation and correction of their error.

Without further explanations on this subject, which I

anxiously hope will be buried in oblivion, under the cir

cumstances which I have stated, I may fairly claim for

your Committee, what I flatter myself this assembly will

readily grant, the benefit of the charitable apostolical

precept—' Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfill

the law of Christ.' "

However happy the termination of this vexatious con

troversy in England, in Scotland it was far otherwise.

The Anti-Apocryphal party there were so vehement and

personal in their attacks on their more temperate English

neighbors, that the prolonged contest issued in the sepa

ration of the Scottish Auxiliary Societies from the parent

Institution.

To the Son. F. J. Shore■

"August 8, 1827.

"My Dear Frederick: On the 19th of July, I ac

companied Anna and her four babes, the last only twelve

weeks old, on board the ' Hayden' transport, at Graves-

end, on which they embarked for Quebec. Noel goes

there, with the appointment of Deputy Adjutant-General

in the Province of Canada.



316 MEMOIKS OF LOED TEIGNMOUTH.

"I need not say the day of their departure was a

gloomy one to us all.

" I little expected that this would have been Anna's

fate, when she married ; but her husband is one of the

most amiable, upright, and conscientious men living;

dotingly fond of his wife and children ; and would go to

the world's end for Anna, and she for him. That God

may protect them,- and carry them all safe to the place ot

their destination, is my daily and devout prayer

" I saw Lord William Bentinck, your new Governor-

General ; and gave him Lord Amherst's letter to you and

to me, with a recommendation that he would read them,

as particularly interesting. I have not much personal ac

quaintance with him, having only seen him once before ;

but he called on me without ceremony, and sat an hour

with me. I think him an honest, upright, and well-prin

cipled man, of a firm and decisive character ; and, of all

whom I have heard mentioned for the office of Governor-

General, there is not one whom I should prefer to him.

He means to travel much in India—to see with his own

eyes ; and I hope he will take a peep at you in the Dey-

rah Doon. At all events, if he should visit the Upper

Provinces while you are in India, you must see him ; and

I am sure he will receive you well.

" Yesterday's news announced the death of Mr. Can

ning ; and, humanly speaking, I should say his death was

a loss to the country ; but we see so little of the ways of

Providence, that what we esteem as evil often proves a

blessing. I hope that his successor, whoever he may be,

will be a religious character—a man who fears God, and

relies on Providence ; for we can not otherwise hope for

His blessing on our best exertions. The following extract
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from Baxter, which I copy from the Morning Herald, is

strikingly appropriate to poor Canning: 'It has long

been my observation of mankind, that many, when they

have attempted great works, and have just finished them ;

or have aimed at great things in the world, and have just

obtained them ; or have lived in much trouble and un-

settlement, and have just overcome them, and begin with

some content to look upon their condition and to rest in

it ; they are usually near to death or ruin. You know

the story of the Rich Man in the Gospel. When a man

is at once at this language, Soul, take thine ease ! the next

usually is, Thou fool! this night thy soul shall be re

quired of thee ! and then whose shall those things be ?

Oh ! what house is there where this fool dwelleth not ?'

" Let us, my dear Frederick, apply this admonition to

ourselves."

"August 9. I congratulate you, my dear Frederick, on

the increased extension of your jurisdiction, and increased

salary. Do not, I beseech you, omit availing yourself of

every opportunity to lay by. Should you neglect it, you

will repent, as I have done, that I was not more careful

to accumulate what I had honestly acquired. Remember

your object in going to India—to make a provision for

your future and comfortable existence in England. For

myself I have no regret, and coold live with perfect com

fort and independence on £300 per annum; but that

would not do for you ; and with double that income you

would find the pinching of penury. Take the advice of

the experience of an aged father. You will find on your

return to England—which I most heartily greet, if it

pleases the Almighty to grant our mutual wishes—ex

penses greatly enhanced.

" Your ever affectionate father."
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To the Son. C. J. Shore.

"Brighton, Dec. 22, 1827.

" My Dear Charles : All that you have writ-

ton of the locality of St. Andrew's, and of your feelings

arising from the events of former times, and of its Pro

fessors, I have read more than once, with pleasure ; but

what gave the greatest charm and interest to your letter,

is your account of the great and good man, Dr. Chalmers;

and I am tempted to envy you the pleasure of having en

joyed his society for so many days. He seems to possess

the Christian virtues of simplicity, humility, and true zeal,

in an eminent degree ; and to be the very antipodes of

Dr. Thompson, to whom I should be tempted to apply

the words of our Saviour to His disciples, when they

begged Him to bring down fire from heaven on the Sa

maritans, ' Ye know not what manner of spirit ye are of.'

Jortin beautifully describes true and intemperate zeal.

He may, by the way, have taken the idea from Cudworth.

The former he compares to the flame that played around

the head of lulus, without singeing the hair : the latter,

to the dog-star of Homer, threatening plagues and death

to wretched mortals. It is, as you justly observe, very

rare to meet the union of so many opposite principles, all

acting regularly and harmoniously, as constitute the mind

of Dr. Chalmers ; he can not, however, expect to escape

the common lot of excellence—the envy of those who are

forced to admire but dare not imitate him. He will,

however, while he goes on as he has begun, enjoy the es

teem of the virtuous ; and, what is more valuable, what

he /eels to be so—a good conscience.

" For some days Brighton has been the domain of in

cessant storms and tempests ; and ^Eolus has been harp

ing his tremendous notes with very unusual fury, as many
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of the old residents declare. We are in a situation to

feel. the force of them ; but we have a strong and comfort

able house, and could enjoy with delight the tremendous

sight of an agitated ocean, if it were not accompanied by

fears and alarms for the poor wretches who are exposed

to its fury When the weather permits, I contrive

to walk from four to six miles per diem, at proper inter

vals. Our house is situated about three fourths of a mile

from Pool's Lane, and a full mile and a half from our

former residence Of changes in the ministry we

read much ; and I do not envy those who compose it.

The Battle of Navarino will be fought over again, when

the Parliament meets ; but if the Old Turk should from

fear, remain quiet, the Ministry will have a new victory

to celebrate.

"All unite in love to you. Continue to write to

" Your affectionate father."

To Francis Medfearn, Esq.

"Portrnan Square, June 12, 1828.

" My Dear Frank : It is now a little more than a

year since I parted from you at Bath, in the sanguine

hope that you were then in progress to convalescence ;

but I was truly sorry to learn from Charles, and again,

lately, by a letter which Mi-s. Redfearn kindly wrote to

him, and which I begged him to let me acknowledge,

that you had not advanced so much in health and spirits

as we most anxiously wished ; whilst I have reason to be

• most thankful to a gracious God for almost uninterrupted

good health. If it had been otherwise, I should not have

been less bound to be thankful, as it is our duty, as well

as benefit, always to consider afflictions, whether bodily

or spiritual, as dispensations of mercy ; and to make it
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our daily prayer to God, to be equally thankful to Him

for what we suffer or want, as for what we enjoy. This

is indeed a hard lesson to practise ; and can only be ac

quired by the Divine assistance, to be sought for by con

stant and fervent prayer : but we are, for our encourage

ment, assured that the Holy Spirit will be given to those

who devoutly pray for it through the intercession of Jesus

Christ. You and I, my dear friend, are now approaching

towards the end of our earthly pilgrimage ; and, human

ly speaking, I have to see first the termination of it.*

Under these circumstances, it is more than commonly our

duty to review our past lives, and examine our hearts.

The retrospection and examination will prove to us how

much we have sinned against God by our daily neglect

and provocation, and how greatly we have experienced

His mercies ; and these considerations should lead us to

repentance and gratitude. Such have been the feelings

of the most eminent saints— of men who have conscien

tiously devoted themselves to the service of God ; and

have led them to a humbling sense of their guilt and un-

worthiness, and to daily gratitude for the mercies which

they have received ; and to trust in Christ for the pardon

of their sins, as the full and sufficient Saviour, in the as

surance that He will by no means reject the prayer of

penitence and faith. He invites all to come to Him, even

the worst—such as publicans and sinners. We can not

of ourselves make any satisfaction to the majesty, justice,

and holiness of God for our iniquities ; but our Saviour

has made an atonement for the sins of the world ; and if

we repent and believe in Him, we are assured we shall

* Mr. EeiTeam's death followed Lord Teignmouth's within a week,

and was occasioned by the shock communicated by the intelligence.

During the latter years of his life he thought seriously and anxiously

on the subject of religion.
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be saved by Him. Clouds may occasionally darken our

prospects, as has happened to the best of men, and as we

see in the example of David ; but faith will disperse them ;

and in the experience of past mercies we have the assur

ance that they will be continued to us, if we seek them

through our Blessed Redeemer. Such is the disposition

which I endeavor to cultivate ; and I find a consolation

in it which nothing else could give. Pray for it, my dear

Frank, if you do not already enjoy it ; and let us indulge

the cheering hope, that if we should not meet again in

this world, we may meet together in another and a bet

ter. You will think me too serious ; but if I am serious,

I am not melancholy : I am not disgusted with the world,

although I do not find the same amusements in it as I

did forty years ago ; and I feel the same affection for my

old friends which I ever felt, and am happy when I can

meet with them : every year, however, deprives me of

some. Nor can I, indeed, read the books which formerly

amused me ; but then I have others which more profita

bly interest me. With respect to my health, you will be

surprised to hear that I seldom walk less than six, and

sometimes seven miles a day, with no more fatigue than

can be repaired with an hour's rest. All this is owing to

God's mercy—the subject of my perpetual meditation, as

a source of the deepest gratitude, although I am not able

to feel it as I ought. I am now using the privilege of an

old man, in talking about myself.

" With respect to bodily complaints, I have derived

more benefit from change of place and scene than from

any medical advice I ever received : and the bracing air

of Brighton, from the middle of October to the middle or

end of February, has invariably proved most salutary. I

know, from experience, that the great difiiculty with ha

bitual invalids is to avoid thinking of their disorders ; and

14*
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I therefore endeavor to resist all desponding thoughts

whenever they occur, as they sometimes will, and to pray

against them ; and I find the benefit of the practice. My

daughter Caroline has been a long sufferer ; and I grieve

to say, the susceptibility of her constitution is not yet

removed ; nor has she yet regained her strength, but I

trust is in a fair way to convalescence.

" Yesterday I had a large party of nineteen at dinner ;

and among the rest, a Major-General Stewart, of Garth

in Scotland, whom I had never before seen. The circum

stances which led to my acquaintance with this worthy

old man—for such he is—may amuse you. Frederick,

who is in India, had read a book published by the Gene

ral, about the Highland customs, etc. ; and was so de

lighted with it, that, without any more knowledge of the

General than he learned from his book, he wrote him a

letter, to tell him how much he was delighted with it ;

and accompanied it by a present of a very handsome In

dian dirk, (kodnkery.) The old General read it aloud to

a large company ; and brought with him to town a very

handsome Highland dirk, ornamented with Cairngorams,

as a return for Frederick's present ; and so I begged him

to dine with me.

" You may have heard of Professor Buckland, who has

written on Diluvial Remains. Frederick has also read

his book ; and sent him a box of hyena's bones, which

were thankfully and joyfully received.

" I hope, if it pleases God to spare me till this time

twelvemonth, to see Frederick in England. He means

to take advantage of his furlough ; and to take back with

him a wife to India, having settled all the preliminaries.

"We all unite in affectionate remembrances to Mrs.

Redfearn ; and you can not give us a greater pleasure

than to hear you are all well.

" Your ever affectionate."
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Many were the tokens of esteem that Lord Teign-

mouth received from his numerous friends and admirers,

but none, perhaps, with which he felt more gratified than

the gift of a copy of Wilson's Bible (3 vols. folio) which

had been presented to Mrs. Hannah More, as a tribute to

her virtues, by her friend the Earl of Oxford, and by her

to the First President of the Bible Society, as a tribute

to his philanthropic exertions for the diffusion of the

Word of Eternal Life.

TO HIS EXCELLENT FRIEND

MISS HANNAH MORE,

THIS BOOK,

WHICH HE KNOWS TO BE THE DEAREST OBJECT OF HER STUDY,

AND BY WHICH,

TO THE GREAT COMFORT AND RELIEF

OF NUMBEELESS AFFLICTED AND DISTRESSED INDIVIDUALS,

SHE HAS PROFITED BEYOND ANY PERSON WITH WHOM HE IS. ACQUAINTED,

IS OFFERED

AS A MARK OF HIS ESTEEM AND GEATITUDE,

' BY HEE SINCEEE

AND OBLIGED HUMBLE SEEVANT,

HORACE EARL OF OXFORD,

1795.

TO THE

RIGHT HON. THE LORD TEIGNMOUTH,

THE ZEALOUS, JUDICIOUS,

AND PIOUS PRESIDENT OF THAT INESTIMABLE BLESSING TO MANKIND,

THE BEITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY,

THESE VOLUMES ARE VERY EESPECTFULLY PEESENTED

BY HIS LORDSHIP'S FAITHFUL FRIEND AND

OBEDIENT HUMBLE SERVANT,

HANNAH MORE.

JUNE 16, 1828.
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In the spring of 1829, Lord Teignmouth, much to his

satisfaction, witnessed the marriage of his third daughter

with the Rev. Robert Anderson, Perpetual Curate of

Trinity Chapel, Brighton.

In the following May, on the twenty-fifth anniversary

of the Bible Society, the venerable President occupied

the chair for the last time. He seemed among his col

leagues, like the Apostle John among the disciples : his

words full of love, tenderness, and peace.

" Let me not be deemed extravagant in the expression

of my feelings, when I say, that here I seem to breathe

an atmosphere which is calculated to infuse love, peace,

and joy, to the exclusion of every other feeling but that

which results from love to God and man; and which

makes us forget, for a time, that we live in a world in

which the sympathies of Charity and the serenity of Faith

are too often liable to be disturbed by the storms and

tempests which agitate it. I trust that the proceedings

of our Anniversary Meetings, under the influence of that

Holy Book which we circulate, will ever exhibit that

happy union of sentiment and affection which cooperation

in a labor of love ought to inspire."

In 1832, Lord Teignmouth suffered a severe bereave

ment in the death of his excellent son-in-law, Sir T. Noel

Hill. The deceased was, at the time, Commandant of

the Cavalry Depot, at Maidstone. In a letter to Lady

Teignmouth, his Lordship tenderly announces the melan

choly event, and seeks to direct her to the only source of

comfort and peace.
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To Lady Teignmouih.

"Thursday, Jan. 12, 1832.

" You are right, my dear wife ! there is nothing left for

us, but to bow in submission to the dispensations of our

God ; and to trust in Him, as a Father of mercies in Jesus

Christ, with fervent and devout supplications for Hi& sup

porting grace. I have just read the thirty-fourth Psalm,

as most appropriate and applicable to our present afflicted

state.

" The poor, dear, desolate mourner is much the same.

I think I shall remain here till after the funeral, on Mon

day next ; and at present, God has supported me ; and

will, I trust, strengthen me for the performance of the

duties now required of me ; and what is that at present,

but ' to visit the fatherless and widow in their affliction,'

and to comfort them? My room has every comfort; and

I am as well attended here, by a soldier, as I can be. I

want no bodily comforts. Divine grace is all that I

need.

" This has been a trying scene to me. I hope and pray

that it may tend to my spiritual edification. Anderson

appears to be in excellent health. He knows the path of

duty; and follows it with a cheerfulness and serenity

which shows that he understands his work. In talking

with Anna, he watches and takes advantage of any thing

that may occur for administering consolation Clement

is all love and attention.

" It is a curious circumstance, that the woman hired to

watch the corpse is of Shropshire, and of course acquaint

ed with the Hill Family.—Anna has not seen it to-day.—

What a contrast between the nursery and the room of

-.
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desolation !—spirits and animation in one—a cold, lifeless

victim of mortality in the other !

" I have only to add my love to Charles, with a prayer

to God for His blessing on you ; and that

" I am, my dear wife,

" Your ever affectionate husband."

Writing to his old friend Mr. Redfearn, Lord Teign-

mouth speaks in the highest terms of his son-in-law ; and

even on leaving Maidstone, he had expressed a desire

that he should attend him in his dying hours.

" My son-in-law, Robert Anderson, who unites in the

highest degree true piety, sound judgment, natural affec-.

tion, and Christian charity, came to Maidstone, to ad

minister such consolations as her (alluding to his widowed

daughter) melancholy situation required ; and I have to

thank God that his efforts were in a great degree blessed

to her I It is also a source of consolation to her that her

dear departed husband died in the faith and love of his

Saviour, and in the habitual practice of Gospel duties.

He was a Christian without guile or ostentation, and in

the habit of praying with his family morning and even

ing. I trust that he is now happy I"

To the Hon. F. J. Shore.

"Maidenhead, April 16, 1832.

" My Dear Frederick : Your mother, Charlotte, and

myself, are very comfortably lodged in Fletcher's house ;

and have the happiness to find Ellen perfectly recovered

from the long indisposition which she suffered from the

care, anxiety, and labor attending the indisposition of her

little babe, and the grief which followed the loss of it.
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" The house in which we are is delightfully situated,

close to Maidenhead Bridge, and was once an inn. The

Thames is not fifty yards from the room in which I write :

the country round is beautiful ; and the passengers over

the bridge, and barges on the river, make the residence

full of amusement and interest. I could be well contented

to make it a permanent residence, if I had only comfort

to consider, and no particular duties to perform. You

know that we are about six miles from Windsor. One

of the Irish papers, from which there is an extract in the

Observer of this month, mentions the regret of the Arch

bishop of Dublin in having published his remarks on the

Sabbath, and it is expressed in very strong terms. He

was led to this recantation by observing the desecration

of the Sabbath in Dublin. To me it was always evident

that the opinions too incautiously published on this awful

subject would be received in a very different manner

from that intended, and that the careless and indifferent,

instead of making every day a Sabbath, would make the

Sabbaths like every week-day ; and I am very sure that

those who obey the commandments of God, in keeping

the Sabbath holy, peculiarly so, would be more disposed

to remember Him, and their duties to Him, during the

week-days.

" It is a happy circumstance to people on board ship,

that they can apply to the imagination to relieve the te

dious sameness of the life. You and Mary seem, how

ever, to have occupied your time pleasantly and profita

bly, with music, reading, and drawing. I remember a

man, who being reproached with inveterate silence during

a voyage, answered: 'What signifies talking on board

ship ?' There is on record a still more inveterate instance

of taciturnity in a son of Bishop Hoadley, the reputed au
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thor of the Tales of the Genii. He is said to have spoken

but once during the voyage from England to Bombay.

When a sailor approaching the Cape of Good Hope called

out, from the mast-head, ' Land !' Hoadley immediately

exclaimed : ' Hang the fellow ! I saw it half an hour

ago !' I have had the honor of an invitation from His

Majesty to dine with him on the fourth of May. I owe

the invitation to my having been Governor-General. The

Court of Directors are invited.

" We all unite in sincerest love to you and your dear

Mary ; and with my prayer for God's blessing on you all,

" I am, my dear Frederick,

" Your affectionate father."

To the same.

"October 29, 1832.

" My Dear Frederick :

"Alas ! if the world thought of me as I think of myself,

I should appear in a different light. No, my dear Frede

rick, I feel that I am a wretched sinner ; and when I ask

myself, where is my penitence, my faith, my obedience,

my holiness, and my love, I should despair, if I had not a

gracious Saviour to trust to, who will never cast out those

that come to Him. May God bless you and your dear

Mary, and yours ; and increase your faith, obedience,

and holiness !

"As to politics—I have done with them. I can neither

mend nor mar. I will only say, that I think the world

madder than ever. Look at the spirit of impiety, and

open contempt of all the principles of subordination, ex

hibited in this country. Look at Holland and Belgium,

at the unsettled state of the French Administration, at
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Greece, and in Poland, and every where ! I see, but hope

not clearly, a brooding storm over this country. Look

at Ireland. ' Reform ! Reform !' is the outcry ; but those

who use it most violently, forget where it ought to

begin I"

To the Hon. F. J. Shore.

"Hampstead, July 9, 1833.

"My Dear Frederick: You and your dear Mary

have had your share of domestic afflictions ;* but it was

a great satisfaction to us, to see, from your letters, that

you had borne them with Christian resignation. Afflic

tions are really what a merciful God means them to be—

blessings—when we receive them in a spirit of humble

Christian resignation. God does not require from us a

stoical apathy ; He does not forbid us to grieve for the

loss of children or friends ; for our blessed Saviour Him

self wept at the grave of Lazarus. All that He requires,

is, that we should remember Him in our sorrowing ; and

be ready to say with David, ' It is good for me to be af

flicted ;' ' Before I was troubled, I went wrong ;' and,

' Thy holy will, O Lord ! be done !' Our dear Anna has

also had a new cause of lamentation, in the death of her

eldest boy, Henry—an amiable and lovely boy : but God

has been merciful to her ; and has not only supported her

with the consolation of His grace, but gave her the worldly

comforts of affection and sympathizing friends, particu

larly Miss Grattan, whose attention to her was that of a

sister. The dear boy is now, I trust, happy with his

father. He has been removed from a world of care, anx

iety, and sorrow. All her other children are well ; and

* The allusion is to the recent loss of their only son.
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will, I hope, prove blessings to her. Anderson and Caro

line went to Tunbridge Wells, to give her all the conso

lation of his advice, and their sympathizing affections."

'•'July 11.—I was really so tired with writing yester

day, that I could hardly hold my pen. My present situ

ation recalls the many happy days which we passed here.

What a difference has the interval of years made ! You,

Anna, Caroline, and Ellen, married, and, I am happy to

say, in a way that must gratify a father who is anxious

for the welfare of his children. I have now ten grand

children still living ; and I can conscientiously say, what

many parents can not, that I have every reason to bless

God for my children I am, as I told you,

without disease ; but in reviewing the progress of my in

disposition, I feel that I can not expect to be long an in

habitant of this world. May God, in His grace, enable

me to prepare for another and a better !

''July 12.—It was with no small pleasure that I saw

the gratification of your wishes, in your elevation to a

situation of more responsibility, without the incessant fa

tigue attending that which you have quitted. I believe

I have more than once mentioned to you advice which I

received from an old friend in India, as the best recom

mendation to preferment : ' Make yourself useful.'

Whether I did or not, you have practised the admoni

tion, and are reaping the benefit of it. Go on, my dear

Frederick ; and whether you succeed or not, you will

have the satisfaction of an approving conscience, leaving

every thing to the will of a good and gracious God.

" The air of Hampstead has proved beneficial to me ;

and I can say with truth that I am stronger than when I

came here. God will dispose of me as He thinks fit ; but

I can not entertain the expectation .that my continuance

in this world can be long protracted. Oh ! let me not
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waste in idle, unprofitable occupation the precious mo

ments left me to work out my salvation with fear and

trembling. My daily prayers are offered up for the tem

poral and spiritual welfare of my children. They and

theirs are the objects of my dearest affections. What

more can I say ? Oh ! may a gracious God incline their

hearts to serve, honor, obey, and love Him ; and, above

all, enlighten them by His Holy Spirit ; that they may

trust in the atoning sacrifice of our Saviour Jesus Christ,

for the redemption of their sins, and for their acceptance

with God !

" Your ever affectionate father."
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CHAPTER XIV.

His Death—Tributes to his Memory.

It is the life rather than the death of man, that inter

ests posterity. While the former is a sure criterion of

character, the latter is by no means insignificant. In

both, the subject of these memoirs was remarkable.

Naturally great, he became conspicuous almost in spite

of himself. Moderate in his desires, the highest honors

wooed his acceptance. Desirous of doing good in any

capacity, he found himself placed on the loftiest elevation

of Christian usefulness. After a life filled up with use

fulness, death came npon him with a smile gentle as that

of a mother lulling her babe to sleep on her bosom.

His aversion to parade and pomp led him, on hearing

of the death of Mr. Wilberforce, and the public honors

with which it was proposed to celebrate his obsequies, to

give Mr. Brandram, the Secretary of the Bible Society, a

strict injunction that his funeral should be as private and

unostentatious as possible.

His increasing deafness towards the close of his life

rendered the society of his friends less pleasant and pro

fitable to him than it would otherwise have been.

Having read, with much admiration, the writings of

the Rev. Henry Blunt, Lord Teignmouth expressed a

wish to become acquainted with him. That devoted
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servant of Christ supplied the following account of his

interviews with his lordship :

" Some of the first things that Lord Teignmouth said

to me, were, as near as I can recollect, of this nature : ' I

am anxious to know whether you think I am right. I

depend upon nothing in myself. I know I am a poor,

helpless sinner; and I trust entirely to my gracious

Saviour. I depend only on what He has done for me.

My whole life has been a life of mercies : I am surround

ed by mercies. Few have spent so happy a life as mine

has been ; but I am not half-grateful enough for it. I

feel an increasing dullness and coldness in my prayers.

I can't pray as I could wish. But the Lord will not visit

this upon me : Do you think he will ? God is not a

hard task-master : He has always been most merciful to

me, and I ought to trust Him now. What wonderful

preservations I have received from Him, particularly in

India !' The last time I saw Lord Teignmouth, almost

as soon as I had sat down, he said : ' Mr. Blunt, I will

tell you what I was just thinking of. It describes my

state at present, for I do not think I have much longer

to remain here. But this is what I am doing : I am

" looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appear

ing of the Great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ ; who

gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from all

iniquity, and purify unto Himself a peculiar people, zeal

ous of good works." ' He quoted these verses with re

markable accuracy and feeling, as if they had long been

written upon his heart ; and then added something to

this effect : ' I have no hope but in Christ Jesus, in

His sacrifice, in His blood, in His righteousness. What

could all the world do for me now, so great a sinner as I

am, and so helpless ? What could save me but my gra
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cious Redeemer ?' He then inquired of me respecting a

little copy of verses which he had before given me ; say

ing : ' They have no poetry ; but they contain my views

of religion ; and on this account might be valuable to

my family, and perhaps useful to others.' "

Accompanying this account was the following letter to

the present Lord Teignmouth.

From the Rev. Henry Blunt to the Might Son. Lord

Teignmouth.

" My Dear Lord : This is indeed a most meagre

sketch, and quite unworthy to be sent to you : but the

difficulty is, on these occasions, to record no more than

was really said ; and I feel afraid even of the little I have

written, lest I should have involuntarily altered, even in

the slightest degree, the purport of what were to me the

last words of your revered father. However I may have

erred as to the expressions, I am quite sure that I have

retained the exact tendency of what was spoken : the im

pression left upon my own mind was most delightful.

Such a total absence of harshness, uncharitableness, and

querulousness, and such overflowing feelings of gratitude

and abiding presence of peace, are, I should imagine, sel

dom witnessed at that advanced age, even in the most

devoted servants of our Lord. The promise, Job 5 : 26,

' Thou shalt come to thy grave in a full age, like as a

shock of corn cometh in, in his season,' was entirely veri

fied : it was indeed a ' full age,' full of years, full of bless

ings, full of grace, full of all those holy anticipations which

the Lord Jesus Christ above can vouchsafe to His servants,

and which, we may not doubt, are now abundantly real

ized in the presence of our Lord and of His glory.
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" Pray accept my best thanks for my friend Anderson's

most excellent and improving discourse; and believe me

to be, My dear Lord,

" Your lordship's faithful servant,

" Henby Blust."

For three weeks before his death, his Lordship enjoyed

the ministrations of his beloved son-in-law, the Rev. Ro

bert Anderson.

" His end," in the language of his spiritual advisers,

(Feb. 14,) " was evidently approaching this night. He

was full of sweetness, and full of thankfulness, to God

and to all around him. At seven in the morning he took

what might be termed a hearty breakfast. Charles after

wards placed him comfortably in his bed ; and in that

very position he fell asleep in Jesus, at half-past nine.

We commended his soul to his Redeemer, with some of

the family, at nine ; and I repeated the Commendatory

Prayer immediately afterwards, by his bed-side. In

twenty minutes afterwards he ceased to breathe, and his

soul entered into its rest."

An extract from a sermon preached by Mr. Anderson,

on the occasion of Lord Teignmouth's death, well sup

plies a faithful sequel to the preceding narrative :

" I will speak, in the first place, of the holt fervor and im

portunity with which he offered up his praters at the throne of

Grace. For many years of his life, he was engaged three hours

every day in the exercise of private prayer. And it was his cus

tom to retire for his evening devotions at five o'clock in the after

noon, in order that he might perform those holy exercises, before

a sense of weariness or fatigue should oppress his bodily powers,

and thus impede the aspirations of his soul towards the gates of
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heaven. From these secret communings with God he always

came forth into his family, like the Jewish lawgiver of old,* with

brightness in his face, as well as with the law of God in his heart ;

and showing, by that heavenly-mindedness which marked his

whole conversation, how earnest had been his prayer, that the

same mind might te in him which was also in Christ Jesus.

"And this leads me to speak, in the next place, of that lively

faith in the Lobd Jesus Ghbist which formed the ground-work

of his obedience, and which he labored to cherish, by such earn

est, persevering prayer. It was on the second day after my

arrival at his house, that, in the course of a long conversation

which I enjoyed with him, at the close of his morning devotions,

he expressed some apprehensions as to the reality of his faith,

because he was unable to perform his devotions with that entire

collectedness of mind, and that sustained attention, which it had

been his privilege formerly to enjoy. I immediately observed to

him, that the feeble state of his bodily frame was obviously un

equal to that intense ezertion, both of mind and body, which his

devotional exercises demanded. And then, with the view of en

abling him to judge for himself, whether the distraction of which

he complained arose from weakness of faith, or only from languor

and debility of body, I entreated him to consider what was the

view which he habitually entertained of his own natural condi

tion, of the divine holiness, and of the grand mystery of redeem

ing love. In reply to these questions, he spoke, with an energy

and an earnestness which I shall never forget, of his deep and

abiding conviction of the utter misery of our fallen state, and of

the strength of indwelling sin in his own heart. He then de

scribed his ardent longings after higher degrees of that holiness,

which is only another name for true happiness. And he said, in

conclusion, with solemn emphasis : ' It is my continual prayer,

that I may always be looking to Him, who, of God, is made unto

me wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemp

tion ; and that, delivered from the guilt of sin by His atoning

blood, clothed with the robe of His righteousness, and partaking

* Exodus 34 : 20-35.
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of the blessed and sanctifying influences of the Holy Spirit, I

may be permitted to join hereafter with angels, and archangels,

and all the company of heaven, in lauding and magnifying God's

holy name, evermore praising Him, and saying, Holy, holy, holy,

Lord God of Hosts, heaven and earth are full of Thy glory : glory

be to Thee, 0 Lord Most High !'

" He said to me, a few days afterwards : ' I loathe and detest

every species and every degree of sin, as the transgression of the

divine law, and as an offense committed against the majesty and

holiness of God. I trust that I do indeed repent of all my trans

gressions. But I do not trust in my repentance. No ! I look

only to the blood of Jesus for pardon and for peace.'

"And on the Sunday before his death, he said to his beloved

partner and his children : ' I feel that I am resting upon the right

foundation ; and I can now leave you all rejoicing.'

" Behold the foundation, brethren, the sure, the tried, the pre

cious foundation, on which, with the divine assistance, he was

continually building up the superstructure of a pure and holy

life, until he became ' an holy temple, acceptable unto God,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.'* He was continually looking to

Jesus as the author andfinisher of ourfaith :t and hence it was

that he was adorned with all the graces of the Christian charac

ter ; above all things putting on charity, that bond of perfeet-

ness,l which taught him to look not on his own things only, but

on the things of others also.

" This grace of charity manifested itself in his daily and hourly

intercourse with his family ; in his considerate regard for the

comfort and the welfare of his servants ; in his tender compas

sion for the temporal and spiritual wants of the poor ; and in the

love which he bore to his country, and to the world at large.

And it was in the highest and purest exercise of this heavenly

grace, that, in the year 1804, he consented to accept the office of

the First President of the British and Foreign Bible Society.

Esteeming the Word of God as better unto himself than thou

sands of gold and silver^ he desired, not only that every cottage

* Collect for Saint Simon and Saint Jude.

t Heb. 12 : 2. % Col. 3 : 14. § Psalm 119 : 12.

15
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in England should be provided with a copy of the Scriptures,*

but that their sound should go into all the earth, and their words

unto the ends of tlie worldA And during the thirty years in

which he presided over this Institution, he had no greater joy

than to hear of the increasing circulation of the Scriptures in

every quarter of the globe. Throughout the whole of this pe

riod, he never ceased to offer up his earnest intercessions in behalf

of the Society, beseeching God to bless His word to the edifica

tion of those to whom it had been already given, and to prosper

the work of the Society in carrying the glad tidings of salvation

to those who were as yet unacquainted with the joyful sound.\

Upon the occasion of the Apocryphal and Socinian controversies,

he prayed that it would please God to give him the spirit of

power, and of love, and of a sound mind,% that so he might be

enabled to speak and to act with the wisdom which is from alone. \

And when, after each of those controversies, he was permitted to

behold the Society still pursuing its labor of force, IT and rejoicing

as a giant to run his course,** he ascribed all the praise to Him to

whom all praise is due, and who has promised that the earth shall

befilled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the wa

ters cover the seatf

" The prayers which he was thus offering up continually for

the success of the Bible Society, plainly testified how he had

learned to looJe not on his own things, but also on the things of

others. And it was in the same blessed spirit of charity that he

was accustomed to regard intercessory prayer in general as an

important part of his daily devotions. Until within a few days

of his death, the offices of the Church of England were contin

ually in his hand ; and it was one of his last injunctions to his

son, (who will, I trust, be long spared to us, to tread in his father's

steps!) that he would make a constant use of the admirable

* The well-known 'wish of our revered sovereign, George the Third,

whose name yet lives in the hearts of Englishmen, coupled with the

endearing title of the father of his people.

f Rom. 10 : 18, and Psalm 19 : 4.

% Psalm 89 : 15. § 2 Tim. 1:1. | James 1:17.

1 1 Thess. 1 : 3, Hob. 4: 10. ** Psalm 19 : 5. ft Hab, 2 : 14.
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prayer in the Communion Office, 'for the whole state of Christ's

Church militant here in earth.'' 'I do not know any form of

words,' he said, ' in which I can better express the feelings of my

heart for my country and for the Church at large. I use it both

in my morning and my evening prayers ; and I always add an

other prayer for my country, beseeching God to raise up His

mighty power, in order that He may chock the flood of immor

ality, ungodliness, and blasphemy, which threatens to deluge the

land.'

" You will readily believe, brethren, that a love such as I have

endeavored to describe, was accompanied by all the other graces

of the Christian character. I have already said, that nothing was

done by him through strife or vain-glory, but that in lowliness of

mind he esteemed others better than himself: and I might sum

up all, by saying, with our Apostle, that he was blameless and

harmless, as becomes the sons of God, without rebuke, in the

midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom they shine

as lights in the world, holding forth the word of life.* As he

advanced in years, he became more and more remarkable for the

simplicity of his faith, the singleness of his heart, the meekness

and gentleness of his spirit, and the devotedness of his obedience

to the divine will ; and all this was combined with a steadfast

and cheerful reliance on the watchful and gracious providence of

God.t In the bosom of his family, he often dwelt with delight

on the manner in which he had been holden up by God's good

providence ever since he was born ;% and he called on them to

bear witness with him, how, even to his old age, and even to hoary

hairs,% he had experienced the same tender and never-failing

care. He felt, indeed, that he himself had too often been un

mindful of his God ; and he confessed, with shame and sorrow,

that he had wandered from his paths like a lost sheep ; but he

* Phil. 2: 15, 16.

f It was only a few weeks before hia death that he allowed the Rev.

A. Brandram to carry through the press some " Thoughts on the Provi

dence of God," which had been committed to writing in the year 1810,

and which he had repeatedly been solicited to publish.

% Psalm 71:5. Prayer-Book translation.

$ Isaiah 46 : 4.
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acknowledged, with devout thankfulness, that his Heavenly Fa

ther had never heen unmindful of him ; that he had not dealt

with him after his sins, nor rewarded him according to his ini

quities ;* yea, that he had heard the sighing of a contrite heart,

and that he had encouraged and enabled him to return into the

paths of holiness and peace. Upon reviewing his past life, he

invariably ascribed it to the Lord's mercies that he had been gra

ciously spared to such an advanced age, to declare hisfaithful

ness and his salvation.i And it may be said, without any exag

geration, that for many years a sense of the divine goodness was

never for a moment absent from his thoughts. He knew, also,

from his own joyful experience, that all things do indeed work

togetherfor good to them that love God ;\ and it was under the

sweet persuasion of this blessed and consolatory truth that he

repeatedly said to his old and faithful servants,! as they were

rendering him any little offices for his comfort or refreshment :

' It is my duty to be as thankful for my sufferings, as for all my

OTHER MERCIES.'

" Indeed, upon every occasion, and under every trial, so perfect

was the composure and serenity of his mind, and so entire his

submission to the divine will, that, had this been considered in

dependently of the other parts of his character, the conjecture

might possibly have arisen, that it was to be attributed either

wholly or chiefly to a constitutional coldness and insensibility.

But you have heard, that to his lowliness of mind, and his spirit

of thankfulness, under every dispensation, he added a warmth of

heavenly love, which led him, under all circumstances, and in

every possible way, to look not on his own things, hut also on the

things of others. And my observation enables me to add, that

the affection towards others which always glowed within his bo

som, and which had been cherished, directed, and purified by

divine grace, seemed to gather fresh force as his bodily strength

decayed. During the last week of his illness, he spoke in terms

* Psalm 103 : 10—one of his favorite Psalms.

f Psalm 40 : 10. % Eom. 8 • 28.

§ The throe servants who were watching by his bedside, when he

breathed his last, had been, severally, thirty-four, thirty-one, and twen

ty-eight years in his service.
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of the warmest affection of his only absent child, the son who is

now resident in India : to his other children he gave, at intervals,

his parting blessing : his beloved partner was more than ever the

object of his tender regard ; and he often addressed to his

attached and sorrowing attendants a few words of Christian kind

ness and Christian admonition, which will, I trust, be always

treasured up in their remembrance.

"It was the observation of one who had lived for some years

in his immediate neighborhood, that 'Lord Teignmouth always

reminded him of one of the ancient patriarchs :' and, assuredly,

brethren, when I recall all that I have been privileged to witness

since the first hour of my acquaintance with this beloved and

venerated nobleman, I feel that I am only endeavoring to describe

the impression produced on my mind, when I say, that he lived

a patriarch's life, and that he died a patriarch's death. Like

Abraham, he commanded his children and his household after

him, that they should keep the way of the Lord.* And, like

Jacob, he was able to say, Hie God whichfed me all my life long,

unto this day, the angel which redeemed mefrom all evil, bless*

mv children ; because, like Jacob, he could say also, I hate

waitedfor tht salvation, 0 Lord l\

" Yes, beloved, he had been continually waiting for God's sal

vation, and therefore it was that he enjoyed the blessedness of

those who waitfor Him§—blessedness in daily and hourly commu

nion with Him, and blessedness in the joyful expectation of that

rest which remaineth for the people of Ood.\ Looking stead

fastly to Jesus, as the Oaptain of his salvation,*^ and turning

always to that stronghold which is provided for all the prisoners

of hope** he at length entered the valley of the shadow of death,

havingfor an helmet the hope op salvation :tt and we are sure,

therefore, that through the blood of the everlasting Covenant\%

an entrance has now been ministered unto him abundantly into

the everlasting kingdom ofour Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ."§§

* Gen. 18 : 19. f Gen. 43 : 15, 16. % Gen 49 : 18.

§ Is. 30 : 18. | Ileb. 4:9. f Heb. 2 : 10.

** Zech. 9 : 12. \\ 1 Theas. 5:8. ft Heb. 13 : 20.

§§ 2 Pet 1:11.
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The mortal remains of the Right Hon. John Lord

Teignmouth were deposited in a vault in the Parish

Church of St. Marylebone, where monuments were erect

ed to the memory of Lord and Lady Teignmouth, and

their children.

SACKED TO THE MEMOEY .

OP

JOHN LORD TEIGNMOUTH,

PRESIDENT OP THE BEITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY

PROM ITS FORMATION TO HIS DEATH, A PERIOD OF THIETY YEAES,

AND FORMERLY GOVEENOR-GENEEAL OP INDIA,

WHO DIED, AGED 82 YEAES, ON THE 14TH OF FEBRUAEY, 1834.

AND OF

HIS BELOVED AND AFFECTIONATE WIPE,

CHARLOTTE LADY TEIGNMOUTH,

WHO DIED, AGED 13 YEARS, ON THE 13TH OF JULY, OP THE SAME YEAR.

THIER MORTAL EEMAINS AEE DEPOSITED IN A PRIVATE VAULT

BENEATH THIS CHUECH.

" TnET WERE LOVELY AND PLEASANT IN THEIR LIVES, AND IN THEIR DEATH

THEY "WERE NOT DIVIDED."—2 Sam. i. 23.

SACRED ALSO TO THE MEMORY

OP THEIR CHILDEEN WHO DEPAETED THIS LIFE BEFORE THEM,

• CAROLINE, ISABELLA, AND EMILY,

WHO DIED IN THEIE INFANCY, IN 1793,

AND WHOSE REMAINS ARE BURIED UNDER THE CHURCH OF

OTTEEY ST. MAEY, IN THE COUNTY OP DEVON.

AND OF

CAPTAIN THE HON. HENRY DUNDAS SHORE,

FORMERLY

LIEUTENANT OP HIS MAJESTY'S FOURTH REGIMENT OP DEAGOON GUARDS,

WHO DIED IN THE SOUTH OP PEANCE,

WHITHER HE HAD REPAIRED FOR THE EESTOEATION OP HIS HEALTH,

SHATTEEED BY AN EASTEEN CLIMATE,

ON THE 29TH OP APRIL, 1826, AGED 26 YEARS.

A MONUMENT TO HIS MEMORY IS EEECTED OVER HIS GEAVE IN THE

PROTESTANT CEMETEEY OP LOUEMARIN, IN THE

DEPARTMENT OF VAUCLUSE.

" THEM ALSO WHICH SLEEP IN JESUS WILL GOD BRING WITH HIM."—1 TheSS. i. 14.
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The members of the British and Foreign Bible Society,

though precluded by their late revered President's pro

hibition from personally testifying their respect to his

memory by following his remains to the grave, recorded

their deep sense of the estimation in which they had re

garded his private and public character :

"February 24, 1834.

" At a Special Meeting of the Committee of the British and For

eign Bible Society, on the occasion of the decease of its

President, the Right Hon. Lord Teignmouth—the Right

Hon. Charles Grant, M.P., in the Chair—the following

tribute* of grateful respect to his lordship's memory was

unanimously adopted :

"In announcing to the Society at large the loss of its venerable

and beloved President, the Committee feel that they discharge a

duty more painful than any they have hitherto been called upon

to perform. Yet in this moment of sorrow they can not forbear

to offer a tribute of gratitude to Divine Providence, which, from

the beginning, placed Lord Teignmouth at the head of the Socie

ty, and has enabled him to preside over it for a period of thirty

years. His lordship's rank and station in the world were of no

small importance to the Institution, especially during the weak

ness of its infancy : but these were always of small account, when

compared with the qualities of his mind and heart. He united

in himself qualifications and talents—rare, if separately taken,

while it might have been deemed vain to hope for their union in

a single individual. To a dignified courtesy of manners, becom

ing the high stations which he had filled, he added, in an eminent

degree, the simplicity of Christian benevolence, great sagacity

* The above comprehensive and eloquent memorial was from the pen

of Lord Teignmouth's able and indefatigable coadjutor and successor in

the Chair of the Bible Society, Lord Bexley ; on whose zeal, piety, and

Christian spirit in the conduct of its proceedings, the late President had

relied, when incapacitated, by illness and the infirmities of advancing

years, from personally superintending them ; and to whose ability and

perseverance in carrying on its great work, when himself removed from

his post■ he looked forward vvitli confiding hope.
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and decision in forming his own judgment, the utmost candor and

facility in giving full weight to the reasonings and opinions of

others, and the most patient attention in tracing the bearings,

and weighing the difficulties, of every question.

" For many years after the formation of the Society, he paid

unremitting attention to the details of its proceedings. The

earlier annual reports were wholly written by himself ; and the

extensive correspondence, both foreign and domestic, carried on

for several years under his immediate direction, derived the

greatest advantage from the purity of his taste, and the perspicui

ty and elegance of his style. The admirable manner in which he

presided at the annual meetings of the Society— the piety and

grace that breathed in the adddresses delivered by him on those

occasions—the delight which he visibly felt in meeting the body

of subscribers and friends, drawn together from so many parts

of the world, as well as of the United Kingdom, and differing in

so many particulars, but united in the one purpose of doing

homage to the God of the Bible by sending forth the sacred vol

ume to all who might be accessible to their exertions—these

are points too fresh in the recollection of numbers to require

enlargement.

" It must not be supposed, that, when declining years prevented

his frequent presence in the Committee, he was inattentive to the

operations of the Society. He still continued to exercise a super

intendence over its affairs, by means of the unrestricted inter

course with him, which he afforded to the Officers of the Society ;

and it has been no small consolation, to learn, from those who

enjoyed this intercourse, that his affectionate prayers were con

tinually offered up on behalf of the Institution. Of this fact, his

written communications, moreover, scarcely ever failed to give

them pleasing assurances. His patient attention and accurate

judgment never forsook him. In many a case of difficulty and

diversity of opinion, he was enabled to point out, by his directing

counsels, the course to be pursued ; while the acknowledged can

dor and impartiality of his mind gave at all times a weight to his

decisions, which few thought themselves at liberty to dispute.

" To the Oriental operations of the Society, his extensive know

ledge of the languages, and his intimate acquaintance with the
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manners and sentiments of the Eastern nations,were of the highest

importance. These studies he had long pursued with eminent

success in India; in conjunction with his friend the late Sir Wil

liam Jones ; to whose memory he has left a lasting and valuable

monument, and with whom he may, in fact, be regarded as the

founder of the first Literary Associations in India.

" But while literature, in its various departments, was indeed the

recreation of Lord Teignmouth's leisure, it was in Sacred Litera

ture especially that he found his chief delight ; for all his talents

were subordinate to that 1 charity' which ' thinketh no evil ' and

'rejoiceth in the truth,' and to that piety which has its ' conver

sation in heaven.' Accordingly, his companions were chosen

from among the most eminent Christians of his day ; and the

friend of Porteus, of Barrington, of Gambier, of Granville Sharpe,

of Hannah More, of Henry Thornton, of Charles Grant, and Wil-

berforce, has now followed them to their rest To the suggestion

of the first of these eminent characters the Society was indebted

for the acquisition of his Lordship's valuable services ; the vene

rable Bishop having pointed him out to the late Rev. John Owen,

with a kind of providential and prophetic discernment, as ' one oi

the subscribers who would make an excellent President'

" In how great a degree of veneration the name of Lord Teign-

mouth was held abroad, the extensive travels of the Agents of the

Bible Society will bear ample testimony. His introduction and

recommendation never failed to insure a kind and ready atten

tion, from many of the most distinguished characters of every

country which they visited ; and removed many of the difficul

ties necessarily attending (especially in their first outset) the

Foreign Operations of the Society.

" Such was the noble President whose loss we deplore ; such

the bright example he has bequeathed to the Society—an example

to which its future conductors will often recur with delight and

advantage : for on all occasions, but more especially in moments

of difficulty, doubt, and apprehension, (which must be expected

sometimes to occur,) the recollection of the manner in which,

under similar circumstances, Lord Teignmouth felt, counselled,

and acted, combined with an endeavor to catch his spirit and

tread in his steps, will prove a solace, and will tend, under the

 

15*
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Divine Blessing, to insure a continuance of the Society's real

prosperity.

" It only remains that your Committee briefly advert to the

secret springs of such exalted excellence. While few men have

been more highly favored by Divine Providence, as instruments

of most extensive good to the human race, few have been more

remarkable for the deepest humility and self-abasement Many

have been the assurances offered by his Lordship to the Officers

of the Society, in their more recent interviews with him, that he

was fully sensible of his own utter unworthiness in the sight of

God, and that his entire and sole hope of acceptance rested on

the merits of the atoning Saviour. To these statements he in

variably added, that his ability to believe in that atonement, as

well as to do any good work, originated in the ' preventing' and

' furthering' grace of God the Holy Spirit Animated and influ

enced by these principles, he lived ; and feeling their firm sup

port, he was enabled, as the outward man decayed, to speak

with cheerful confidence of the solemn day which should remove

him from time into eternity. To him, Death was disarmed of

his sting ; and it may be truly said of him, that he has fallen

asleep in Jesus.

" Charles Grant, V. P., CMirman.

" Cholmondely, V.P.

Bexley, V.P.

C. WlNTON, V.P.

LicHFiELn & Coventry, V.P.

J. B. Chester, V.P.

Morpeth, V.P.

Robert H. Inglis, V.P.

Thomas D. Acland, V.P.

W. Dealtrt.

John P. Plumptre.

T. Powell Buxton.

Robert Grant.

Treasurer,

John Thornton.

Secretaries,

A. Brandram.

George Browne."

The Parisian Bible Society bore corresponding testi

mony to Lord Teignmouth's zealous interest, both in the

general circulation of the Scriptures, and in the progress

of their own Institution. To the document recording

the sentiments expressed by the Members are affixed the

signatures of some of the most eminent individuals of the

French nation.
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tribute of tue committee of the parisian bible society to the

memory of lord teignmouth.

" société biblique protestante de paris.

" Messieurs :

" Informés de la perte que votre Société vient de faire de son

illustre Président, Lord Teignmouth, nous vous offrons en cette

occasion les sentimens d'une vive et fraternelle condoléance. La

mort de ce pieux Serviteur de Jésus Christ, si dévoué à avancer

le règne de notre divin Maître, excite nos justes regrets. Nous

garderons, comme tous les amis de l'Évangile, le souvenir des

éminens services qu'il a rendus à l'œuvre Biblique, autant par

l'activité et la ferveur de son zèle que par l'autorité de son nom

et l'influence de son exemple. Nous aimons à vous rappeler en

particulier l'intérêt qu'il prenait aux travaux et aux succès de la

Société Biblique Protestante de Paris et de ses Auxiliaires ;

l'accueil plein d'une bienveillance expansive et Chrétienne qu'il

fit toujours à ceux des Membres de notre Comité qui s'approchè

rent do sa personne ; et c'est pour nous un devoir, autant qu'un

besoin, de rappeler ici l'expression de la gratitude et du respect

que nous lui avons voués. Sa mémoire nous sera toujours chère ;

son exemple continuera d'exciter note religieuse émulation : son

départ nous laisse attristés : mais ' nous savons, que pendant que

nous habitons dans ce corps, nous sommes loin du Seigneur,' et

que ' nous avons lieu (comme St. Paul) d'aimer mieux quitter ce

corps pour être avec le Seigneur.'

" Tel était aussi le désir de Lord Teignmouth. Il a terminé

son tems d'éxil, et est entré dans ce royaume céleste où il avait

placé son trésor et son cœur : ' Heureux dès à présent ceux qui

meurent au Seigneur ! Ils se reposent de leurs travaux, et leurs

œuvres les suivent.'

" Nous souhaitons que les consolations de l'Évangile soutien

nent dans sa douleur la famille honorable à l'affection de laquelle

Lord Teignmouth vient d'être enlevé ; et nous vous prions, Mes

sieurs, de vouloir bien communiquer, particulièrement à celui de

ses fils que nous avons eu l'avantage de posséder à l'une de nos

Séances Mensuelles, les sentimens que nos fait éprouver la mort

de votre vénérable Président.

" Daigne le Seigneur diriger lui-même votre choix dans la no
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mination du successeur que vous lui donnerez. Puissent vos

suffrages élever à la Présidence de la Société Biblique Britan

nique et Étrangère un homme doué d'un zèle ardent, charitable,

et pur ; et que la bénédiction d'en haut continue de se répandre

abondamment sur vos pieux efforts pour la Propagation de la

Parole de Vie I

" Nous ne pouvons vous adresser aujourd'hui ces vœux de

votre affection sans nous retracer le généreux appui que vous

vous êtes plus à nous accorder durant un grand nombre d'années,

et sans vous témoigner que le souvenir ne s'en est point affaibli

parmi nous. Nous avons été affligés de voir nos relations avec

vous perdre quelque chose de leur fréquence et de leur intimité.

Nous serions réjouis de les voir devenir plus étroites, et nous en

nourrissons toujours l'espérance.

"Veuillez, Messieurs, recevoir l'assurance de la considération

distinguée et du sincère dévouement avec lequel nous sommes,

" Vos très-humble Serviteurs

et Frères en Jésus Christ—

 

" (Au nom du Comité)

" Vice-Présidents :

Cte. de Boissy d'Anglas.

J. S. Goepp.

Guizot.

J. Monod, Père.

Le Baron Pellet de la Lozère.

Cte. Reineard.

Secrétaires :

R. Cuviek.

E. Laffon de Ladibat.

Trésorier.

J. F. Bartholdi.

M. de Jaucourt,

Président de h. Société.

Censeurs :

Don inique Andre.

F. de Lessert.

J. G. Wurtz.

Assesseurs :

BoiSSARD.

Ath. Coquerel.

CoCLMAN.

BlCHHOFF.

J. E. Feline.

a. l. montandon.

Baron Oberkampff.

j. h. schnitzler.

F. Bartholdi."

Many similar tributes to Lord Teignmouth's piety and

worth might be inserted, but let it suffice that " he being

dead yet speaketh." .
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