
 

AWARDS OF VICE ADMIRAL RICHARD GRINDALL KCB 1750-1820 

 

AWARDED ON 3
rd
 DECEMBER 1805, CAPTAIN RICHARD GRINDALL COMMANDER OF HMS PRINCE 

AT THE BATTLE OF TRAFALGAR, A SWORD OF £100. 
 

          
         The Lloyd's Patriotic Fund was inaugurated at a meeting on the 28th July 1803 
at Lloyd's Coffee House. By March 1804, the Fund had received over £174,000, a 
massive amount by the standards of the day. The Patriotic Fund Committee was able 
to grant money to the wounded and give annuities to the dependants of those killed 
and to reward those who distinguished themselves with "successful exertions of 
value or merit".  
 
         The merit rewards took the form of a piece of plate, a sword or a sum of cash. 
 
         There were three types of sword awarded. One of £100 value would be given to 
commanders and naval captains, the £50 sword was given to naval lieutenants and 
Royal Marine captains and a £30 sword was awarded to midshipmen, masters' mates 
and Marine Lieutenants. 
 
         A total of 181 Patriotic Fund Swords were awarded, 25 of which were awarded 
to those who fought at the Battle of Trafalgar, 21 October 1805, and Sir Richard 
Grindall was the recipient of one of these of £100 value, (he commanded HMS Prince 
during the action). 
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A Patriotic Fund Sword     

of £100 

 

 



 Sir Richard’s sword is currently in the Lloyds of London collection - it was presented to Lloyds of London 
in 1931.  It is on display on the ground floor of the dealing room in the Nelson Collection display case and is 
the only £100 Patriotic fund sword in the collection on display in London - another 2 are in the Chairman's 
office and 2 are in Shanghai.   The Nelson Collection is not open to the public but may be visited by 
appointment. The pictures below are of the actual sword as displayed: 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 
 
 

AWARDED ON 21 OCTOBER 1805, CAPTAIN RICHARD GRINDALL COMMANDER OF HMS PRINCE AT 

THE BATTLE OF TRAFALGAR, THE SMALLER NAVAL GOLD MEDAL. 
 
 

 
 

 
Medal similar to that awarded to 

Captain Richard Grindall 

          
         The Naval Gold Medal was a medal awarded 
between 1793 and 1840 to senior officers of the 
Royal Navy in specified actions. Horatio Nelson, 1st 
Viscount Nelson was awarded three of the large medals, 
for the battles of St. Vincent, the Nile, and posthumously 
for Trafalgar. 
 
         Flag Officers were presented with the larger gold 
medals, some of whom also received chains. The smaller 
medals were presented to Captains of ships-of-the line in 
the fleet actions, and captains specified in the qualifying 
frigate actions. 
 
         Sir Richard Grindall was the recipient of a smaller 
gold medal, (he commanded HMS Prince during the 
action). 
 

 
 

 
Medal similar to that awarded 
to Captain Richard Grindall 

 


