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Sir,

In dedicating the accompanying volumes to you, I

feel that I am only acknowledging debts of justice and

gratitude.

It was while serving under your command that I ac
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been found so essentially requisite in compiling this work :

it was while under your command that I met with the
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interests, not the least of which is that afforded by your

kind consent to patronise this undertaking.

As the son of an admiral, whose name will be found

honourably mentioned in these pages, and as the pupil of
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victory of the Nile, as well as in other achievements of the

war ; you will be fully able to estimate the value of my

researches ; and although you will, I doubt not, observe

many inaccuracies and omissions, you will yet, I trust,

discover proofs that the zeal for, and love of, the Naval
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Service, implanted in me while in your ship, is undimi

nished, and that the profession of which you are so dis

tinguished a member possesses still my deepest veneration

and affection.

I have the honour to be,

Sir,

Your most faithful

And grateful humble servant,

JOSEPH ALLEN.

Royal Hospital, Greenwich,

1842.



PREFACE.

The extent to which these pages run has exceeded the

proposed limits, but the excess has been found unavoidable ;

and, even as it is, I have been under the necessity of cur

tailing accounts of many glorious deeds meriting a fuller

notice.

When, however, I acquaint the reader with my reasons

for intruding these volumes upon the public, I trust I

shall be excused for conciseness ; and that although in

dividuals may have reason to complain of the compara

tively small notice afforded to themselves, their ancestors,

or friends, yet that the mass will award me the credit of

having acted impartially to the whole.

The vast scope embraced by these two small volumes

(no less than 800 years) may, at the first glance, seem to

render the execution of my task ridiculous ; and I confess,

that when I reflect upon the heap of volumes from which

they are compiled, I cannot but feel surprise at the difficul

ties which have been surmounted.

But the reader shall judge as to the necessity for such

an undertaking, when I have made him acquainted with

my authorities. The first work by which I have been

guided is Lediard's Naval History, two volumes, folio. This

elaborate author commenced his work with the Norman

conquest, and finished with the peace in 1727.
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iv PREFACE.

After Lediard comes Dr. Campbell, who confines his

work within the same limits of time. These two historians

I have carefully collated with the work of Mr. Granville

Penn (who gives the best account of the first and second

Dutch wars), the Diary and Correspondence of Pepys, and

Mr. John Charnock's Biographia Navalis.

Mr. Charnock's work I found of great utility in fur

nishing Christian names and dates, which the historians

previously referred to were not over careful to record.

The six volumes of the " Biographia Navalis " extend

from 1664 to 1782 ; they do not include all the captains in

the service during that period, but the principal part, I may

say all, of those respecting whom there was any thing im

portant to record.

Mr. Robert Beatson takes up naval history in his Naval

and Military Memoirs, from 1727 to 1782. His work also

occupies six closely-printed octavo volumes, and is quoted

in large quantities by his successor, Captain Schomberg. It

is almost needless to add, that the latter author's work is a

compilation from Campbell and Beatson. This epoch is

illustrated with much fidelity by Sir John Barrow in his

Lives of Lord Anson and Earl Howe.

Following upon the heels of Beatson comes that phoenix

of naval historians, William James—a man whose arduous

imagination allowed no obstacle to deter him from a task

to a landsman apparently impracticable. But he not only

attempted, he carried out his plan to the fullest extent,

and with a degree of accuracy hitherto unattained.

The want of an historian to chronicle a war unexampled

in duration and consequences was universally felt. The

thousand gallant achievements of our countrymen were

scattered over scores of volumes, high in price, and deficient

in many respects. The Naval Chronicle and Annual Re
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gisters formed, it is true, a naval library ; but there were

few willing to purchase 100 huge volumes, and, therefore,

the knowledge of what had been done was confined to

a comparatively small number. The Life of Nelson,

by Clarke and M'Arthur, published in 1809, furnished

much new matter; but that work was published in two

large quarto volumes, at the enormous price of nine

guineas. Besides these, a few unimportant works of the day

existed, but nothing in the shape of a history of the

period.

In addition to his gleanings from the above and many

other works, English and foreign, Mr. James penetrated the

deepest recesses of our nautical records, and from thence

drew forth many interesting facts, and a vast accumulation

of data uninteresting to the many, but nevertheless valu

able. Such, for instance, as his tables. His zeal, how

ever, sometimes got the better of his discretion ; and he

was occasionally caught beyond his depth. He had his

faults, but they were those resulting from his unflinching

honesty ; he thought he was right, and he was positive.

I speak merely from an intimate acquaintance with

Mr. James's works, for I never knew him in any other

way. When his first volume appeared, it was read by

me with boyish avidity ; and I have never ceased to ad

mire the man who, possessing so much ability, was still

bold enough to exert it when strong and even immovable

impressions were abroad, which he had to combat.*

Captain Brenton's history is nearly contemporary with

James's ; but what the one author possessed in experience,

the other gained by perseverance. Captain Brenton had

* It is with sincere satisfaction that I find a pension of £100 a-year

has been granted to the widow of this gentleman.
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seen much service, and would undoubtedly have proved the

better man in fighting a battle, but he wanted that patience

and coolness necessary for collecting and digesting the ma

terials for describing one.

Lieutenant John Marshall's Royal Naval Biography, in

twelve volumes, next claims attention. This work is one

of considerable industry and research, and contains a great

quantity of information not to be found in any other. The

later volumes are especially valuable, many officers having

unreservedly communicated their stores of interesting and

useful matter, and I have derived no small assistance from

a reference to his volumes.

Having thus enumerated the chief part of the authorities

upon which my two volumes are grounded, I leave my

readers to judge whether I have acted wisely in presenting

a digest of nearly 100 volumes to their notice. I will ven

ture to say that not twenty private libraries in the kingdom

have all the works above described, and yet I have been com

pelled to resort to each of them to clear up some doubtful

point. I do not state this to enhance the value of my exer

tions, but merely to shew the necessity existing for such a

work, in order that an account of the battles of the British

navy should be preserved and transmitted to posterity in

that compact shape desirable for portability and economy.

An unreserved access to the logs of the navy from 1 700

to 1 805 has enabled me to clear up in my own mind many

things previously doubtful, and to give dates and names to

* Besides the above, I have occasionally quoted and been assisted

by Ralfe's " Naval Biography," " Correspondence of Lord Colling-

wood," Sir John Ross's " Life of Lord de Saumarez," Osier's " Life

of Lord Exmouth," " Memoirs of Sir William Hoste," Brenton's

" Life of Earl St. Vincent," " United Service Journal," &c. &c.
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several actions and captains hitherto unstated. I cannot,

however, lay claim to a tenth part of the patience and per

severance of the various authors I have mentioned ; and yet

to none of them will I yield in point of earnestness or affec

tion for my subject, and for the cause of truth.

I much regret having been compelled to omit all mention

of the gallant achievements of the naval force employed

during the operations in Ava in the years 1824 and 1825 ;

but unable to afford due space to the subject in the present

work, I thought it advisable to omit it altogether. It is,

however, my intention, at no very distant period, to remedy

this deficiency, and also to record our proceedings against

the Chinese.

I must not conclude without acknowledging my obliga

tions to the numerous naval friends who have assisted me

in my labours, and in particular to Lieutenant Paul H.

Nicolas, who kindly placed at my disposal the fruits of his

researches during many years given to the study of naval

history.

The index is necessarily confined to names only, and, in

order to save space, the rank of the officer is not added ex

cept in the first entry. Thus, " Briggs, Thomas, Mid.,"

is subsequently referred to as lieutenant, captain, and admi

ral, without, however, superadding those or any other dis

tinctions.



CONTENTS

OF

VOLUME I.

CHAPTER I.—1066—1558.

Expedition to Syria ; action with the Saracens' fleet, 2—Battle off

Dam, 3—Battle in Dover Straits, ib.—English and Normans, 4

—Dover burnt, ib.—British land at Cherbourg, ib.—Edward III.

lands at Antwerp, ib.—Destruction of shipping at Boulogne, ib.—

Memorable battle off Sluys, 5—Relief of Hannebon, 6—British

attack Harfleur, ib.—Calais taken, 7—Harfleur taken by Henry V.,

ib.—Battle off Harfleur, ib.—Henry V. enters Paris ; Andrew Bar

ton killed, 8—Great guns used on board ships, ib.—Great Harry,

9—Brest and Conquet burnt, ib.—Action off Brest, ib.—Regent

and Cordelier, 10—French fleet attacked in Brest, ib.—Death of

Sir Edward Howard, 11—Brighton burnt by the French, ib.—Eng

lish land at Normandy, ib.—Matchlocks first used in the navy, ib.

—Boulogne taken, 12—Loss of the Mary-Rose, ib.—Calais re

taken, 13.

CHAPTER II.—1559—1603.

Queen Elizabeth, 14—War with Spain, 15—Invincible Armada, ib.—

Arrival; action with, 19—Fire-ships used, 21—Expeditions to

Spain, ib.—Capture of the Revenge, 23—Sir George Carey in the

West Indies, ib.—Centurion and Spanish galleys, 24—Capture of

the Madre-de-Dios, ib.—Sir Martin Forbisher at Brest, ib.—Killed,

25—Death of Sir Francis Drake and Sir John Hawkins, ib.—Ex

pedition against Cadiz ; expedition to Ferrol, 26—Burning of gal

leys at Coimbra, ib.

CHAPTER III.—1604—1653.

Tromp and Blake, 27—War with Holland, 28—Ayscue and De Ruyter,

ib.—Bodley and Van Galen, 29—Cutting out of the Phoenix, 30—

Blake and De Witte, ib.—Blake and Tromp off the Goodwin, 31—

Tromp hoists the broom, 32—Marines first embarked, ib.—Battle

off Portland, ib.—Bodley and Van Galen, 34—Action off Yarmouth ;

death of General Deane, 36.



CONTENTS. IX

CHAPTER IV.—1653—1666.

Naval tactics, 37—Action off the Texel, 39—Tromp killed, 40—Peace

with Holland, 41—Jamaica taken, ib.—Gen. Blake's expedition

against the piratical states, ib. ; capture of Spanish treasure-ships,

43—Blake at Teneriffe, 44—Expedition to Algiers, 45—Second

Dutch War, ib.—Loss of the London, 46—Duke of York and

Baron Opdam, ib.—Breaking the line, 48—Captain Tiddiman at

Bergen, 49—Three days' action off the Goodwin, 50—Sir William

Berkeley killed, ib.—Action off the North Foreland, 52—Destruc

tion of Dutch ships in the Vlie, 53—Prince Rupert and De Ruyter,

ib.—Treaty of peace, 54.

CHAPTER V.—1667—1674.

Combined French and Dutch squadrons defeated, 55—Capture of

Surinam, 56—Dutch fleet sails up the Medway, ib.—Elizabeth and

Dutch frigates, ib.—Subjection of piratical states, ib.—Mary Rose

and Algerine corsairs, 57—Kingfisher and ditto, 58—Third Dutch

War, ib.—Algerine corsairs destroyed by Sir Ed. Spragge, ib.—

Action off the Gunfleet, 59—Death of the Earl of Sandwich, 60—

Rupert's action with the Dutch fleet, 61—Spragge and Tromp, 62

—Death of Spragge, 63—Harman and De Witte, ib.—Peace with

Holland, 64.

CHAPTER VI.—1676—1700.

Sir John Narborough off Tripoli, 65—Admiral Herbert and the French

fleet, 66—Admiral Russel and the Comte de Tourville, 67—De

struction of shipping at Cherbourg, 72—Destruction of shipping at

La Hogue, 73—British and French squadrons, 74—Bombardment

of St. Maloes, 75—Explosion-vessel, ib.—Attempt on Brest, 76—

Bombardment of Dieppe, ib.—Attack on Dunkirk, ib.—Ditto on

Calais, 77—St. Maloes burnt, 78—Attack on Granville, 79—Wil

liam Thompson, ib.—Capture of a French privateer, 80—Rates of

Pay in the navy, 81.

CHAPTER VII.—1700—1713.

Vice-Admiral Benbow's action with French squadron, 82—Attack on

the French and Spanish fleet in Vigo, 85—Capture of Salisbury and

Adventure, 88—Destruction of a French convoy, ib.—Capture of

Augusta and Hazardous, 90—Gibraltar taken, 91 ; Sir George

Rooke's action off Malaga, 93—Sir Thomas Dilkes' with French

squadron, 96—Action with, and death of, M. de St. Paul, 97—Mon

tague and two French ships, ib.—Alicant taken, 98—Romney and

consorts with French privateer, 99—Destruction of the Content, ib.

—Resolution and French squadron, 100—British and French squa



X CONTENTS.

drons ; defeat of the former, 101—Attack on Toulon, 102—Duguai

Trouin defeats English squadron, 103—Ludlow Castle, with Night

ingale and Squirrel, 104—Commodore Wager's action, 105—Assu

rance and squadron with Duguai Trouin, 106—Falmouth and French

squadron, 108—Capture of L'Adriad, 109—Capture of the Glou

cester, ib.—Portland, with Coventry and Mignon, 110—Defiance

and Centurion with French ships, 111—Anecdote of Capt. Hughes,

ib.—Capture of the Superb, 112—Destruction of a French packet-

boat, il.—Action in Vado Bay, 113—Capture of the Toulouse, 114

—Newcastle and French flotilla, 115—Salisbury and Spanish gal

leon, ib.—Peace of Utrecht, ib.

CHAPTER VIII.—1713—1727.

Hind and Corsair, 117—Sir George Byng's action off Messina, 118—

Attack on Spanish shipping in Port Antonio, 122—Captain John

son at Ribades, ib.—Capture of Vigo and Ponte Vedra, 123—Action

off Cape St. Vincent, ib.—Swallow with piratical ship, ib.

CHAPTER IX.—1727—1744.

Reduction of Morocco, 125—Capture of Porto Bello, 126—Capture

of the Princeza, 128—Destruction of the Castle of Lorenzo, 129—

Prince-Frederick and French ship, ib.—Attack on Carthagena, ib.

—Squirrel and Spanish privateer, 133—Pulteney and two Spanish

xebecks, 134—Sapphire and Spanish privateers at Vigo, ib.—Com

modore Knowles at La Guira, 135—Attack on Porto Cavallo, 136

—Destruction of the San Isidore, 137—Rupert and Faversham at

Vineros, 138—Monmouth and squadron at Gomera, ib.—War with

France, ib.

CHAPTER X—1744—1748.

Admiral Mathews off Toulon, 139—Captain Young at Fishotte, 142

—Northumberland and French squadron, ib.—Lion and Elizabeth,

143—Jersey and St. Esprit, 144—Rose and Conception, ib.—An-

glesea and Apollon, 145—Captures in the Channel, ib.—Portland

and L'Auguste, 146—Defiance and Ambuscade, ib.—Shoreham's

tender and Spanish privateers, ib.—Cutting out of the Solebay,

147—Weazel and French privateers, ib.—Nottingham and Mars,

148—Severn and French squadron, ib.—Action off Negapatam, ib.

—Anson and M. de la Jonquiere, 149—Commodore Fox and French

convoy, 151—Fortune and five privateers, 152—Hawke and M. de

Letendeur, ib.—Dartmouth and Glorioso, 156—Viper and Hector,

ib.—Bellona and Due de Chartres, ib.—Amazon and Dover with

Renommee, 157—Nottingham and Portland with Magnanime, ib.—

Rear-Admiral Knowles and Spanish squadron, 158—Court-martial

on Rear-Admiral Knowles, 159—British gain and loss, 160.



CONTENTS. XI

CHAPTER XI.—1748—1762.

Seven years' war, 161—Admiral Byng off Minorca, 162—Admiral

Byng shot, 168—Colchester and Lyme with Aquilon and Fidelle,

ib.—Dispatch and French privateer, ib.—Adventure and Infernale,

169—Terrible and Vengeance, ib.—Action off St. Domingo, 170—

Captain Forrest and French convoy, 172—Tartar's successes over

French privateers, 173—Badger and French privateers, 174—Happy

and Infernal, 175—Unicorn and Invincible, ib.—Antelope and

Acmilon, 176—Capture of the Due d'Aquitaine, ib.—Southampton

and French privateers, ib.—Seahorse, Raven, and Bonetta, with two

frigates, 177—Prince-Edward and French frigate, ib.—Antelope

and Moras, 178 — Southampton and Emeraud, ib.—Unicorn and

Hermione, 179—Destruction of Alcyon, ib.—Adventure and Ma-

chault, ib.—Hussar and Vengeance, 180—Revenge and Orphee, ib.

—Capture of Foudroyant, 181—Prince-George burnt, 182—Sir Ed

ward Hawke in Aix Roads, 183—Pocock and d'Ache, 184—Com

modore Howe at St. Maloes, ib.—Ditto at Cherbourg, 185—Ditto

at St. Cas, ib.—Dorsetshire and Raisonnable, ib.—Privateer at

Spithead, 186—Dolphin and Solebay with Belleisle, ib.—Lizard and

French corvettes, 187—Southampton and French privateers, ib.—

Antelope and Belliqueux, ib.—Vestal and Bellona, ib.—Thames and

Coventry with Palmier, 188—Isis and iEolus with French squadron,

189—Windsor and French squadron, ib.—Southampton and Me-

lampe with Danae, 190—Achilles and Florentine, ib.—Capture of

the Arethuse, 191—Captain Callis in Hieres Bay, 192—Boscawen

and M. de la Clue, 193—Pocock and D'Ache, 196—Hawke and

Conflans in Quiberon Bay, 198—yEolus and consorts with French

squadron, 201— Flamborough and Bideford with Malicieuse and

Opale, 202—Boats of Temple and Griffin at Martinique, 204—

Hampshire and squadron with French squadron, ib.—Trent and

Bien-aime, 20(3—Unicorn and Yestale, ib.—Seahorse and Aigrette,

207—Richmond and Felicite, ib.—Minerva and Warwick, 208—

Capture of the Brune, 209—Capture of the Chevert, ib—Rippon

and Achille, ib.—Vengeance and Entreprenant, 210—Isis and Ore-

flamme, 211—Hero and Bertin, ib.—Capture of the St. Anne, ib.

—Capture of Achille and Buffon, 212—Bellona and Brilliant with

Courageux and consorts, ib.—Lieutenant Macbride at Dunkirk

214—Capture of Leverette, ib.—Capture of Speedwell, 215—

War with Spain, ib.—Danae and Tigre, ib.—Captain Clarke at

Zaccheo, 216—Milford and Gloire, 217—Fowey and Ventura, ib.—

Hussar and French privateers, 218—Capture of Spanish treasure-

ship, ib.—Terpsichore and letter of marque, 219—Capture of

Havannah, 220—Reduction of Manilla, ib.—Peace with France and

Spain, ib.—British loss and gain, 221—British Navy at the end of

the war, 222.



zii CONTENTS.

CHAPTER XII.—1763—1783.

First American war, 224—Sir Peter Parker's attack on Charleston,

225—Fox and American frigates, 227—Rainbow and Hancock, ib.

—Flora and Fox, 228—Druid and Raleigh, 229—Racehorse and

Guest, ib.—Beaver and Oliver-Cromwell, 230—Alert and Lexing

ton, ib.—Paul Jones captures the Drake, 231—Arethusa and Belle-

Poule, 232—Alert and Courier, 233—Capture of Licorne and

Pallas, ib.—Keppel's action with the French fleet, 236—Ostrich

and Polly, 238—Pearl and Industry, ib.—Action off Pondicherry,

ib.—Renown and Languedoe, 239—Isis and Caesar, 240—Fox and

Junon, ib.—Jupiter and Medea with Triton, 241—Maidstone and

Lion, ib.—Apollo and Oiseau, 242— Rattlesnake with French cut

ters, ib.—Loss of the Arethusa, 243—Kite and French frigate, ib.

—Sir James Wallace off Jersey, 244—Jupiter and French convoy,

ib.—Licorneand Audacieuse,«6.—RubyandPrudente, 245—Byron's

engagement with the French fleet, 246—Sir George Collier in the

river Penobscot, 249—Pearl and Santa-Monica, 250—Serapis and

consort with American squadron, 251—Quebec and Surveillante,

254—Capture of Alcmene, 255—Conqueror and French squadron,

ib.—Tartar and Santa-Marguerita, ib.—Salisbury and San-Carlos,

256—Capture of the Caraccas squadron, ib.—Rodney and Langara,

ib.—Humane conduct of Captain Macbride, 258—Surprise and

Duguai-Trouin, ib.—Lion and squadron with French squadron,

259—Rodney and Comte de Guichen, 260—Court-martial on Cap

tains Carkett and Bateman, 262—Iris and Hermione, 263—Apollo

and Stanislaus, 264—Romney and Artois, 265—Prudente and

Licorne with Capricieuse, ib.—Nonsuch and Belle-Poule, 266—

Porcupine and Spanish squadron, 267—Flora and Nymphe, ib.—

Bienfaisant and Charon with Artois, 268—Pearl and Esperance, ib.

—Zephyr and Senegal, ib.—War with Holland, ib.—Bellona and

Princess-Caroline, ib.—Capture of the Minerva, 269—Warwick and

Rotterdam, ib Prudente and American, 270—Cerberus and

Grana, ib.—Arbuthnot's action off the Chesapeak, ib.—Commodore

Johnstone and de Suffrein at Porto Praya, ib.—Resource and Uni

corn, 272—Sir Samuel Hood and Comte de Grasse, 273—Canada

and Santa-Leocadia, ib.—Nonsuch and Active, 274—Trespassey and

Atalantawith Alliance, 275—Flora and Crescent with two Dutch

frigates, 276—Charleston and consorts with Astree and Hermione,

277—Parker's action off the Dogger Bank, ib.—Helena and Spa

nish gun-boats, 281—Iris and Trumbull, 282—Cameleon and

Dutch lugger, ib.—Chatham and Magicienne, ib.—Sir Thomas

Graves and Comte de Grasse, ib.—Savage and Congress, 285—Ar

tois and two Dutch vessels, 286—Kempenfelt and de Guichen, ib.—

Hood and Comte de Grasse, 287—Sir E. Hughes and Commodore

Suffrein in the East Indies, 288—Second action, 291—Third ac

tion, 293—Fourth action, 296— Success and Santa-Catalina, 299—

Captain Rogers off Cape May, 300—Action with British and French



CONTENTS. xiii

fleets under Rodney and de Grasse, 301 — Capture of Caton,

Jason, and consorts, 309—Foudroyant and Pegase, 310—Defiance

and Zeuse, ib.—Santa-Margarita and Amazone, ib.—Coventry

and Bellone, 312—Loss of the Royal George, ib.—Duc-de-Chartres

and Aigle, ib.—Rainbow and Hebe, ib.—Hector and French fri

gates, 313—Capture of L'Aigle in the Delaware, 314—Torbay and

London with Scipion and Sybille, 315—Ruby and Solitaire, 316—

Mediator and French squadron, 317—Capture of the South-Caro

lina, 318—Endymion and Magicienne with Sybille and Railleur, ib.

—Hussar and Sybille, 319—Leander and Couronne, 320—Argo and

French squadron, 321—Sir Edward Hughes and Commodore Suf-

frein, 322—Peace, 323—Losses during the war, 324—State of the

navy, 325—Anecdote of Captain Russell, ib.

CHAPTER XIII.—1793.

Childers off Brest, 328—War with France, ib.—Comparative force of

the English and French navies, 329—Scourge and Sans-culotte, ib.

—Capture of the General Dumourier, 330—Iris and Citoyenne-

Francaise,i£>.—Venus and Semillante,331—Hyaena and Concorde, ib.

—Nymph and Cleopatre, 332—Boston and Embuscade, 333—Lord

Hood at Toulon, 337—Crescent and Reunion, 343—Agamemnon

and French squadron, 344—Thames and Uranie, 345—Thames and

French squadron, 346—Penelope and Iphigenia, with Inconstante,

347—Antelope and Atalante, ib.

CHAPTER XIV.—1794.

Escape of the Juno, 349—Attack on Corsica, 351—Reduction of

Bastia, 353—Calvi, 354—Arethusa and squadron, and four French

frigates, ib.—Capture of the Duguay-Trouin, 355—Capture of the

Atalante, 350—Lord Howe's actions, 358—Capture of the Castor,

375—Sir James Saumarez off Jersey, 376—Romney and Sybille,

ib.—-Flora and consorts with French squadron, 377—Artois and

Revolutionnaire, ib.—Centurion and Diomede with French squa

dron, ib.—Capture of the Alexandre, 378—Capture of Martinique,

St. Lucia, and Guadaloupe, ib.—Boats of Blanche at Desiderade, ib.

CHAPTER XV.—1795.

Blanche and Pique, 379—Lively and Tourterelle, 381—Hotham's ac

tion off Genoa, 383—Astrea and Gloire, 385—Capture of French

store-ship by Thetis and Hussar, ib.—Thorn and Courier-Na

tional, ib.—Dido and Lowestoffe, with Minerve and Artemise, 386

—Cornwallis's retreat, 389—Lord Bridport's action off Belle-Isle,

392—Admiral Hotham off the Hyeres Islands, 395—Capture of

the Alliance, 397—Southampton and Vestale, ib.—Rose and three

French privateers, 398—Capture of the Censeur, 399—Mermaid

with Brutus and Republicain, ib.—Capture of the Eveille, ib.—



xiv CONTENTS.

Surrender of the Dutch settlements in Ceylon, 399—Surrender of

the Cape of Good Hope, 400.

CHAPTER XVI.—1796.

Boats of Diamond and squadron at Spergui, 401—Capture of Etoile,

ib.—Capture of Unite, ib.—Sir Sydney Smith made prisoner, ib.

—Capture of the Virginie, 402—Boats of Niger at Penmark rocks, ib.

—Spencer and Volcan, ib.—Capture of the Argo, ib.—Suffisante

and Revanche, ib.—Santa-Margarita and Tamise, 403—Unicorn and

Tribune, ib.—Dryad and Proserpine, 404—Southampton and Utile,

ib.—Glatton and French squadron, 405—Aimable and Pensee, 406

—Mermaid and Vengeance, 407—Destruction of the Andromaque,

ib.—Raison and Vengeance, ib.—Capture of the Elizabeth, ib.—

Victorious and Arrogant with French squadron, ib.—Pelican and

Medee, 408—Terpsichore and Mahonesa, 409—Lapwing and

French vessels, ib.—Terpsichore and Vestale, 410—Capture and

recapture of the Sabina, 411—Capture of Dutch colonies, 412—

Capture of a Dutch squadron at the Cape, ib.—French expedition

to Ireland, ib.

CHAPTER XVII.—1797.

Indefatigable and Amazon with Droits-de-l'Homme, 413—Andro

mache with Algerine corsair, 415—Sir John Jervis's action off Cape

St. Vincent, 417—Capture of Resistance and Constance, 425—

Capture of the Mutine, 426—Bombardment of Cadiz, ib.—Sylph

with Calliope in Audierne Bay, 428—Nelson at Santa Cruz, ib.—

Penguin with Oiseau and Dartmouth, 430—Pelican and Trompeur,

431—Action off Camperdown, 431—Recapture of Hyaena, 438—

Boats of Fairy with Epervier, ib.—Phoebe and Nereide, ib.—Cap

ture of the Growler, 439—Anson and Daphne, ib.

CHAPTER XVIII.—1798.

George and two privateers, 440—Pomone and Cheri, ib.—Kingfisher

and Betsey, ib.—Boats of Babet at Martinique, 441—Melampus

and Volage, ib.—Speedy and Papillon, ib.—Marquis-Cobourg and

Revanche, ib.—Recovery and Revanche, 442—Mars and Hercule,

ib.—Boats of Flora at Cerigo, 443—Princess-Royal and Aventurier,

444—Seahorse and Sensible, ib.—Capture of the Seine, ib.—Lion

and Spanish squadron, 445—Brilliant with Vertu, &c, 446—Battle

of the Nile, ib.—Boats of Melpomene and Childers at Corregiou,

460—Espoir and Liguria, ib.—Hazard and Neptune, 461—Leander

and Genereux, ib.—Boats of Swiftsure and Emerald at Alexandria,

465—Capture of the Flora, ib.—Capture of Hoche and consorts,

466—Mermaid and Kangaroo with Loire, 470—Immortalite and

Fisgard, ib.—Capture of Furie and Waakzaamheid, 472—Am

buscade and Baionnaise, 473.



CONTENTS. XV

CHAPTER XIX.- 1799.

Wolverine and French privateers, 477—Capture of the Santa-Teresa,

478—Daedalus and Prudente, 479—Sybille and Forte, 480—Sir Syd

ney Smith at Acre, 483—Telegraph and Hirondelle, 490—San

Fiorenzo and Amelia, off Belle-Isle, 491—Capture of Junon and

consorts, 492—Surrender of Dutch squadron, ib.—Clyde and Ves-

tale, ib.—Tamar and Republicain, 493—Wolverine and Dutch

squadron, ib.—Camel and Rattlesnake with Preneuse, 494—Speedy

and Spanish gun-boats, ib.—Jupiter and Preneuse, 496—Trinco-

malee and Iphigenia, ib.—Boats of Echo at Lagnadille Bay, ib.—

Capture of Spanish treasure-ships, 497—Cerberus and Spanish

squadron, 498—Cutting out of the Hermione, ib.—Capture of the

Eole, &c, 500—Courier and Guerrier, 501—Destruction of the

Preneuse, ib.—Viper and Furet, ib.—Lieutenant Fitton, of the

Abergavenny, 502.



VOLUME I.

ERRATA.

Pase 10 line 5 from top. for William read Thomas.
25 15 » — fnr Effingham read Nottingham.
43 " 9 „ — for Montagu read Mountagu.
49 " 7 — dele or Ableson.
gj) ' 18 >, after Branckert read or Bancquert.

220 " 5 — for flag read fleet.
234 \\ ,, bottom for de Orvilliers read D'Orvilliers.
244 ' (5 , top for Wallis read Wallace.
256 "f 17 „ — after line read under Admiral Langara.
270 5 „ bottom dele query.
281 »» 3 »» — de/e Sir.
284 top /or Samuel read Smith.
286 19 ,i bottom a/ter frigates read commanded by the Comte

de Guichen.
335 t top for Robert Kerr read Alexander Robert Kerr.
33g " 8 for Charles read Samuel G.
384 2 ,, — for Captain read Captains.
407 7 » — ^br Elizabet read Elizabeth.
426 „ 16 — for Busby read Bushby.
431 6 j. for British lugger Black Joke read hired armed

lugger Speculator, Henry Hales, Master.
435 ,, 17 >> for Winne read Charles Ryder.

14 ,, — for J. read Thomas.
llA list offirst lieutenants for Jardine read Sarradine; for Charles M.
456 V Schomberg read John Hill; for John L. Waters read Thomas
457 J Cowan ; /or Yule read Whipple.



BATTLES

OF

THE BRITISH NAVY,

CHAPTER I.

1066—1558.

Without attempting to go back to the earliest periods,

when the naval force of the Ancient Britons and of their

Roman conquerors was unable to set at defiance the mean

est pirate, we proceed at once to an era respecting which

history has been more diffuse, and where tradition ends.

We shall, therefore, commence with the events which fol

lowed upon the Norman Conquest ; and the first action

which appears to come within the scope of this work

occurs in the reign of Richard the First.

The adventurous disposition of this prince is well known

to have led him to undertake the expedition against the

Saracens, dignified in history as the " Holy War."

1191.—The large fleet fitted out to convey the troops to

Syria sailed from England (but from what port is not

recorded) on the 9th or 10th day of April, 1191. This

formidable fleet consisted of 150 sail of ships : 52 gallies,

10 large ships laden with provisions and ammunition, and

a great number of smaller vessels, commanded by King

Richard in person. In the course of his voyage, his fleet

VOL. I. B
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was overtaken by a gale, in which three ships, contain

ing several of Richard's household, and many other per

sons of distinction, were driven on shore near Limisso, or

Limesol, in the island of Cyprus, and totally lost. Not

withstanding their distress, however, the tyrant or governor

of the island refused to allow them to land ; and those who

were thrown on shore by shipwreck were plundered of all

they possessed and made prisoners. Admittance to the

harbour was also refused to the ships of Richard ; and, en

raged at such inhospitality, he determined on attacking

the place. His troops speedily effected a landing, and in

the course of a few days entirely subdued the country,

sending the tyrant prisoner to Tripoli, seized much trea

sure, and received oaths of allegiance from a vast num

ber of the chiefs of that island. On his passage from thence

to Palestine, Richard, in the month of June, fell in with

and took a large carrack belonging to the Saracens, carrying

troops and ammunition to Acre.

In the eventful siege of Acre by the combined troops

of England and France, the fleet of Richard was an

chored off the port, and effectually prevented supplies

from being thrown in ; and in the performance of this duty

defeated a large fleet of the enemy. In this action the

Saracens were provided with fire-ships, containing ignis

Gracus—a composition of sulphur, pitch, and other com

bustible matter, which water could not extinguish; but

they wanted time or firmness to make use of them. Acre

surrendered on the 12th July, 1191. History has not

handed down the exact description of ships engaged in the

above battle, but it is generally conjectured that a sort of

vessel mostly resembling the gaUies of the Eastern nations

was that used by both parties.

1213.—The next victory on record took place in 1213,

in the reign of King John. The Earl of Flanders having

been attacked by Philip of France, in consequence of his

attachment to King John's cause, the fleet of England,

which had been assembled in haste for the resistance of the

attacks of France, was instantly dispatched by John, under

the command of the Earls of Salisbury and Boulogne, to the

earl's assistance. The fleet thus dispatched is said to
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have consisted of 500 vessels, but which must have been

for the most part small, and fit only for fishing and

such commerce as was then carried on. The fleet of the

French, which was scarcely less numerous, attacked the

English fleet off the coast of Flanders, near Dam ; but

the English obtained a signal victory, capturing 300

sail, mostly of burden, and burning and destroying 100

others. The remainder of the French vessels, being

blockaded by the English fleet, were destroyed by the

the French king's orders, to prevent their falling into the

hands of the enemy.

1217 .—A predatory party of the French, headed by Louis,

son of the King of France, having in 1217 landed at Sand

wich, the commanders of the fleet of the Cinque Ports, and

in particular Hubert de Burgh, captain of Dover Castle,

determined to retaliate, by intercepting the supplies which

they had information were about to be conveyed to the

prince from Calais. Accordingly, on the 24th August in

that year, the rival fleets met in the straits of Dover. The

French consisted of 80 large ships, while the English had

fewer, but of a more war-like description. The fleet of the

English, therefore, assumed such a mode of attack, as to

counteract the preponderancy of force against them. They

manceuvered so as to get to windward of the enemy, when,

bearing down upon them before the wind, they made terri

ble havoc upon the French ships, by means of the iron

beaks with which their vessels were fitted : they likewise

made great slaughter with their archers. But what com

pleted their victory was a quantity of quick-lime in powder,

that the English had on board, and which being cast into

the air, was blown by the wind into the eyes of the French,

and blinded them. The English gained a complete victory,

and took and destroyed nearly the whole of the French

ships.

Passing over several fights of pirates and others of small

note, which happened in the intervening years, we come to

the year 1294.

1294.—In this year the country was again involved in a

war with France, the origin of which was a quarrel be

tween a Norman pilot and an English fisherman. Reprisals

b 2
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(a system of warfare long continued) were resorted to on

both sides ; but at length the opposing forces amounted to

no less than 60 ships on the side of the English, and 200

on the part of the Normans. The battle was sharp for a

time, but ended in the total discomfiture of the Normans,

and the prizes, laden with wine, were carried in triumph

to England, by which means the quarrel became national.

In revenge for this and another attack upon the shipping

in the Seine by Admiral* Richard Tiptot, the French fitted

out an expedition against the English ; and in the same

year attacked and burnt Dover.

Edward I. was at that time so strong at sea, that he

kept three fleets constantly employed on the coasts of

England and Ireland, called the Yarmouth, Portsmouth,

and Irish squadrons. In 1296, one of these squadrons

effected a landing at Cherbourg, and plundered both the

town and abbey.

1300.—In the year 1300, the use of the magnetical

needle, or compass, was discovered by John or Flavio

Gioia, of Amalfi, but it was not generally known for nearly

a hundred years afterwards.

1338.—War between France and England being re

newed in consequence of the pretensions of Edward III. to

the crown of France, and an army having landed at Ant

werp, under the command of Edward, with the intention of

enforcing his claims, the French, in retaliation, attacked

and greatly harassed the English sea- coasts.

1339.—The hardy mariners of the Cinque Ports, ever on

the alert, fitted out an expedition against Boulogne, and in

1339, at the latter end of the year, taking advantage of a

fog, landed at that place, and burnt 4 large ships, 1 9 gal-

lies, and 20 smaller vessels, besides several houses.

1340.—But in 1340 one of the most memorable fights

in the annals of England took place, in which Edward III.

himself participated. The English force consisted of 260

sail of armed vessels, and contained the army of England

destined for the conquest of France. In order to intercept

* Richard de Lucy, in the reign of Henry III. (1223), was the first

who bore the title of Admiral of England ; previous to that period,

the reigning sovereign was generally the Lord High Admiral.
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the English force, the French king had assembled at Sluys

a large fleet of 400 ships, thinking by his great display to

deter the English from making the meditated attack. But

Edward, who had long been desirous of taking revenge for

the petty injuries sustained from the predatory warfare

carried on along the coast of England, gladly availed him

self of the opportunity thus afforded him. Accordingly,

the largest ships were placed in the foremost rank, and at

either wing were stationed ships containing the archers and

men-at-arms, and in this manner the English fleet bore

down upon the enemy, whose ships were drawn up in three

divisions off the harbour of Sluys.

King Edward gave orders for his ships to engage so soon

as they got sufficiently near to the enemy to do so with

effect ; but being obliged to tack,* to gain an advantageous

position, the Normans, believing the English to be declining

the engagement, immediately bore down in some confusion

to the attack. They began the battle by advancing with a

ship called the Great Christopher, and with a great noise

of trumpets and other instruments, attempted to break the

line, to come up with the ship in which they supposed King

Edward to be. They were received with a general cheer,

and during the continued huzzas, the English poured forth

such a shower of arrows from their long-bows into the

enemy's ships, that their decks were soon covered with

dead and wounded men, and the whole fleet put into dis

order. The Great Christopher was taken at the beginning

of the battle, and all her crew killed. Death and destruc

tion appeared on every side in their most terrible forms ;

the air was darkened with arrows, while the men-at-arms

fought hand to hand with the enemy. In the confusion

which reigned amongst the French, the English boarded and

carried the French vessels, and obtained a most decisive

victory.

Among the vessels engaged was one called the James of

Dieppe, which fought with the Earl of Huntingdon, and

* We imagine the meaning of this term, which is that used by his

torians, to he in this case a mere alteration of course, and that it is

not to be taken in its usual sense, because as ships were then rigged

the operation of tacking could not be performed.
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which, when taken final possession of, was found to contain

400 dead bodies. No quarter was given on either part, and the

vollies of English arrows were so galling that no one could

withstand them, and many are said to have leapt overboard

to avoid the certain death from them. The battle raged from

eight in the morning till seven at night, and the loss to the

English is estimated at 4,000. The loss on the French side

is variously stated. 30,000 is the number given by some

historians, and 230 ships ; but so universal was the prac

tice in those days of attempting to enhance their glories at

the expense of truth and their enemies, that we are tempted

to believe a much smaller number to have been the amount.

Knighton's account gives 30 as the number of French vessels

taken, but a much greater number were destroyed. But,

notwithstanding the variation in the accounts of this battle,

it is undeniable that the French sustained a complete defeat,

and that Edward, in pursuance of his design, effected a

landing, and laid siege to Tournay, where the chivalrous

sovereign offered to decide his dispute with Philip of

France by single combat.

1342.—The relief of Hannebon, the capture of the

fleet of Lewis of Spain, and a severe battle off Guernsey,

between Robert d'Artois, Earl of Richmond, and Lewis of

Spain, were the only naval incidents of this year, and we

pass to the year 1346.

1346.—To protect the Earl of Flanders, the faithful

ally of England, by drawing his enemies' attention to

another direction, Edward found it necessary to fit out an

expedition against Guienne, and accordingly set sail in the

month of July of this year from Southampton, with a fleet

estimated at between 1,000 and 1,600 sail. The land forces

embarked to the number of 32,000. The fleet, after clear

ing the Isle of Wight, encountered strong S.E. winds and

was blown down channel as far as Cornwall, in some port

of which the ships anchored'and remained four or five days.

In consequence of this disappointment, Edward altered the

plan of his attack, and determined on landing near Cape La

Hogue. The cities of Volognes and Harfleur became the

first prey to the invaders, and they next attacked Caen,

where great plunder was obtained. Then, passing up the
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Seine, the towns on both banks were ravaged and de

stroyed. This success was crowned by the far-famed battle

of Cressy, and the surrender of Calais to the English.

1350.—The year 1350 is also marked by a victory

obtained by Edward over a fleet of Spain, of which 17

large ships were taken. To detail the almost innumerable

skirmishes with which the histories of this period abound

would occupy more space than we can allot, and we there

fore pass to matters of more interest and greater impor

tance ; to which end we proceed to the fifteenth century.

1415.—Henry V., in reviving the demands upon the

French crown which his great predecessor Edward III. had

made and enforced, revived also the chivalry of that period.

In August, 1415, he departed from Southampton with a

fleet of 1,600 vessels, containing a large land force, with

which he landed at Havre. He attacked and took Har-

fleur, after five weeks' siege. The decided victory of Agin-

court was the result, and the safety of Calais.

1416.—The French attempted, in the succeeding year, to

retake Harfleur, and that city was closely pressed both by

sea and land. The garrison must shortly have surrendered,

had not the English fleet, containing a reinforcement, hove

in sight. The French naval force, which consisted princi

pally of hired Genoese carracks, was blockading the harbour

of Harfleur, and it became necessary for the English fleet to

make its way through them, in order to throw in the forces

with which it was laden. The English fleet consisted

of 400 vessels, for the most part small vessels, which

may be gathered from the fact that they carried, upon the

average, no more than 50 men in each, being in all 20,000.

The English began the attack upon their lofty enemies,

whom in the course of a short time they totally routed, and

entered the port in triumph. Thus was Harfleur for the

time preserved.

1417.—In this year the Earl of Huntingdon obtained a

victory over nine large Genoese ships, containing much

treasure, destined for the payment of the French fleet ; and

on the 28th of July, Henry sailed from Portsmouth with

1,500 vessels on his successful expedition against France,

during the course of which he made his triumphal entry
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into Paris, where his title of regent and heir of France was

publicly admitted.

The reign of Henry VI. was as barren and inglorious as

his father's had been great and victorious. All France,

with the exception of Calais, was lost, and a long period

elapsed before the splendour of England's victories was

again revived. The civil wars of the rival houses of York

and Lancaster succeeded, and the end of the century arrived,

ere the opportunity of attending to foreign disturbances or

insults was obtained.

1492.—In the meantime, pirates, or private adventurers,

who differed little from pirates, alone kept alive the naval

prowess of England ; and, with the exception of the

taking of Sluys by Sir Edward Poynings in 1492, we meet

with no deed of sufficient importance to record. The

naval power of England was, however, revived in the

time of Henry VIII., and employed against Andrew Bar

ton, a Scotch pirate, but afterwards used against a power

ful French fleet. Andrew Barton had originally obtained

from the King of Scotland letters of marque and reprisal

for certain losses sustained from Portuguese vessels ; but

carrying his hostility too far—that is, by attacking and

plundering English vessels, upon the plea that they con

tained Portuguese merchandise, he drew upon him the ven

geance of the English government, and was himself attacked

and slain off the Goodwin by an English squadron dis

patched in pursuit of him, under Sir Edward and Sir

Thomas Howard. This circumstance led to much ill-feeling

between England and Scotland.

A new feature, about this time, began to be generally

introduced into the ships of all countries. As early as the

thirteenth century great guns are stated to have been used

in a fight between the ships of the Kings of Tunis and

Seville ; and, according to some printed representations

still extant, cannons were used on board the ships of

England in the reign of Richard III. ; but guns were not

then pointed through port-holes, but used to fire over the

ship's bulwarks, and consequently could only be used upon

the upper deck.

Henry VIII. was the monarch of whom it may be said
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that he laid the foundation of the royal navy. From the

earliest periods, the ports and maritime towns of the king

dom had furnished their proportion of ships when demanded

by the king upon any emergency, which assembling at an

appointed rendezvous, placed themselves under the orders

of the king's officers. The inconvenience and bad con

sequences of such a system were so numerous, that the

plan of forming a national navy, to be used in war only,

was greatly to be applauded. The first ship which, strictly

speaking, belonged to the royal navy, was called the Great

Harry, and was built in 1488.

1512.—In 1512 war was declared against France, and a

fleet was fitted out, the command of which was conferred

upon Sir Edward Howard. One design of this armament

was to harass the sea-coasts of France ; and accordingly it

departed in May, and having convoyed a land expedition to

Spain as far as Passages, Sir Thomas Howard effected a

landing at Conquet and Brest, where he burnt the towns,

and laid the country waste. The French nation having deter

mined on driving the English fleets from their coasts, also

fitted out a fleet ; but Henry having reinforced the English

squadron with 25 large ships of war, Sir Edward Howard

was enabled to offer battle to the French. Sir Thomas

Knivett commanded the Regent, a ship of 1,000 tons ;*

and Sir Charles Brandon, who, in addition to the crew,

was accompanied by Sir Henry Guildford, and 60 of the

tallest yeomen of the guard, commanded the Sovereign,f

the next ship in size to the Regent.

On the 10th of August, the English fleet, which in all

amounted to 45 large ships, arrived off Brest just as the

French fleet, consisting of 39 sail, was coming out of the

harbour, and Sir Edward Howard made the signal for an

immediate engagement. At the commencement, the Regent

and Cordelier, the largest ship in the French fleet, attacked

* This was the first ship built in Woolwich dock-yard.

f This is probably the same " Soveraigne," of 800 tons, found in

a list contained in " Pepys's Miscellanies," vol. viii. ; and it is not im

probable that the " Soveraigne" and " Great Harry" previously al

luded to are identical.
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each other as if by mutual consent ; both grappled, and a

close and well-contested battle ensued. In the course of

the action the Cordelier unfortunately took fire, and both

that ship and her antagonist were blown up. On board the

Regent, Sir William Knivett and 700 men were lost ; and

in the French Cordelier, Sir Pierce Morgan, her captain,

and her crew of 900, are supposed to have also perished.

We are not, perhaps, far wrong in believing this to have

been the first sea action in which cannons, or great guns,

were generally employed. The Cordelier carried 1,200

soldiers. After the destruction of these two ships the

fleets separated, the French making their escape into

Brest ; but the ships of both had sustained considerable

damage.

1513.—In the spring of the following year a fleet of

42 large ships, besides tenders, &c, was dispatched under

the orders of the Lord High Admiral, to destroy the French

fleet in Brest harbour. The expedition sailed, and on

arriving off Brest, found the French fleet ready for sea.

The English fleet immediately entered the harbour, and

observing that the French had thrown up several batteries

for the protection of the fleet, and that the precautions

taken were such as to render an attack difficult, the Ad

miral determined on a ruse. He sent the boats of the fleet

to an unprepared side of the harbour, as if with the inten

tion of effecting a landing there, the effect of which feint

was to draw large bodies of men down to the shore for its

protection ; but, in the meantime, the admiral sailed further

up the harbour, and landed his men opposite the town of

Brest. The country was ravaged, and the houses burnt

close up to the walls of the citadel, when the English fleet

withdrew.

In the meantime six French gallies arrived on the coast,

but hearing of the presence of the English, made for

the bay of Conquet, and, for their better security, the

commander, M. Pregent, disposed them between two rocks,

both of which were fortified with cannon. After clearing

the harbour of Brest, the Lord High Admiral determined

on endeavouring to destroy the gallies, and as his large

ships could not without danger go sufficiently close, he
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took the only two gallies belonging to the fleet, and going

himself on board one, and accompanied only by two barges

and some boats of the fleet, he proceeded to the attack.

The admiral had no sooner got alongside the galley com

manded by M. Pregent, than he ordered the gallies to be

lashed together, and a hand-to-hand light ensued. The

admiral was followed by a Spanish cavalier, and seventeen

men, and their impetuosity was such as at first to bear

down all resistance ; but from some cause the gallies sepa

rated, and unable to obtain further support from his own

crew, the French rallied, and in their turn successfully

attacked the English. Borne down by numbers, many

were driven into the sea, among which number was the

gallant admiral ; and one seaman only remained alive of all

who had boarded. Lord Ferrers, the commander of the

other galley, was also unable to subdue the superior force

of the enemy, and retreated ; and the English fleet, having

then no admiral, returned to England.

Flushed with his temporary success, M. Pregent and his

gallies stood over to England, and landed on the coast of

Sussex, where he ravaged the country, and acquired some

booty ; but was speedily obliged to retire by Sir Thomas

Howard, who had succeeded to the post of Lord High Ad

miral on the death of his brother.

1514.—In the following year, M. Pregent again landed

on the Sussex coast, and burnt Brighton, which was

returned by a similar descent made by Sir John Wallop in

Normandy. Soon afterwards a peace was concluded,

which lasted until 1522, when war was again declared :

England being joined in the war by Charles V. Emperor of

Germany. About this time muskets or matchlocks were

introduced into the navy.

A large fleet being assembled by these confederate

powers, the joint command was conferred upon the Earl of

Surrey ; but its operations were confined to a few unimpor

tant conquests over the towns on the French coast about

Picardy and Champagne.

1523.—During the year ensuing, similar attacks were

made by an English squadron under Sir William Fitz

Williams. From this year till 1544 was a period of peace,
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at the expiration of which, war against France was again

commenced.

King Henry departed with a large force for Calais,

and from thence attacked and took Boulogne, which caused

such great grief and annoyance to the French king, that he

drew all his naval force as well as an army together, to

attempt its recovery.

1545.—During this year, many French ships were cap

tured by the English cruisers.

The fleet destined for the attack of Boulogne being in

readiness before the army, the French king ordered it to

proceed meanwhile to the coast of England. Accordingly

the French fleet sailed, and arrived off the east end of the

Isle of Wight on the 18th of July. One of their largest

ships, mounting 100 pieces of brass cannon, took fire just

before the fleet's leaving port, and was totally destroyed.

The fleet which thus menaced England consisted of 150

large ships, and 60 vessels of a lesser size, besides gallies.

King Henry, upon the news of the approach of this for

midable fleet, proceeded to Portsmouth, in order to expe

dite by his presence the equipment of 100 sail of ships,

then getting ready at that port. On hearing of their ap

pearance off St. Helens, he instantly ordered all the ships

ready for sea to proceed to the attack of the ships off that

place ; but the Mary Rose, a ship of 60 guns, was upset in

a light squall of wind, and sank, Sir George Carew and

his ship's company, except 35, unfortunately perishing.*

The loss of this ship is attributed by French writers to

the fire of their gallies ; but it may with more justice be

placed to the account of the lowness of her ports ; they

not having been more than sixteen inches from the water's

edge. The whole force which the English had to oppose

to the formidable fleet of the French did not exceed 60

ships ; but the French having contented themselves with

making this demonstration, and with landing a few men at

* Several guns and decayed portions of the wreck of the Mary

Rose were recovered in 1835 by Mr. Deane, by means of his inge

nious invention, whereby the treasures of the deep are laid open, and

several other attempts have also been made very lately for the recovery

of portions of the wreck. A number of stone shot are amongst the

relics obtained.
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different places on the Isle of Wight, besides attacking

Brighton, withdrew to their own shores. The only fight

ing took place between the row-gallies of the French and

some of the English ships, of which one, the Great Harry,

bore the brunt of the action. M. du Billing, a Frencli

writer, states that the English in this action possessed a

sort of light vessel, called by the French " rarabarges," and

by the English, " pinnaces," which were of great length

and narrow. They used both sails and oars, and pulled

with great rapidity. They attacked the French gallies with

great success, and completely routed them.

With the exception of a few inconsiderable actions be

tween the French gallies, in which the English merchant

vessels were the principal sufferers, the war ended with

out any other fight, and peace was concluded June 7th,

1546. During the short reign of Edward VI. few naval

actions occurred of any consequence, the principal having

been the prosecuting the war against Scotland.

1558.—Queen Mary's is equally barren of incident, with

the exception of the loss of Calais in 1558, and an expe

dition under Lord Clinton, which landed on the coast of

France, and plundered and burnt several towns.

About the middle of this century iron superseded stone

shot, which had previously been employed.
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CHAPTER II.

ELIZABETH.—1559—1603.

The reign of this monarch is distinguished by more

glorious events than that of any sovereign who had ever

sat on the throne of England, and among them we

may number the achievements of her navy. The com

mencement of Elizabeth's reign furnished evidence of the

high value she set upon the services of her sailors, and

throughout it we find such abundant proofs of the good

effect of her tending, that to it we may attribute the foun

dation of the transcendant character the navy of England

has now attained to. The dominion of the seas, it is true,

had been claimed by the Saxon kings ; but many hard

battles had to be fought for the maintenance of the assumed

supremacy ; and, although victories beyond number were

obtained in support of the dignity, much still remained to

be done : and to a woman's hand more is due for the foun

dation of the acknowledged sovereignty subsequently

acquired than from many warlike princes. One of the first

acts of Elizabeth's reign was to store her magazines. She

ordered several pieces of brass and iron cannon to be cast,

and caused large quantities of gunpowder to be made, the

first which was made in England. The number of ships

of the navy she caused to be considerably increased, and in

a short time collected a well- equipped and powerful fleet.

By her encouragement of private adventures, also, she

induced numerous powerful and wealthy individuals to fit

out private ships to cruise against Spain, and these, when

assailed by foreign foes, she brought to serve her. With

these means at her command, Elizabeth might be said

to have exercised control over a fleet capable of employing

20,000 seamen.



1559-88.] 15THE BRITISH NAVY.

It is beyond our province, however, to recount the

actions of the various bold captains above alluded to, think

ing it better to confine our narrations to those battles which

may, in strictness, be termed national. For this cause we

shall pass over the expeditions of Sir John Hawkins, feel

ing at the same time that they do little honour to England,

although it cannot be denied that they led to the acquire

ment of much wealth.

1569.—A dispute having occurred respecting the resto

ration of certain treasure landed at Plymouth from some

Spanish ships, driven into that port by French pirates, re

prisals were resorted to by both parties, and many Spanish

ships were taken by English cruisers, although hostilities

were not formally entered upon ; but from this date to

1587, numerous private adventures were fitted out against

the Spaniards, and inconceivably large sums of gold were

obtained. The stimulus furnished induced a vast number of

daring characters to adventure life and limb, and many

individuals thus brought forward lent their aid to strike

terror into the enemies of England, and, in proportion, to

embolden the nation, relying on the protection of the navy

from foreign invasion. It is with some regret that we pass

over the expeditions of Sir Francis Drake and his contem

poraries, but we are reluctantly compelled to do so in order

to make room for more glorious because more national tri

umphs, and therefore more important to the welfare of

England.

The daring exploits of Drake and his band, and of the

many other adventurers, and the quantity of gold taken by

them from the Spaniards, at length drew down upon Eng

land the threatened vengeance of that, at that time, power

ful nation. Hitherto, for nearly twenty years, conquest

and insult had been obtained and offered with impunity ;

but the patience of the Spaniards was at length exhausted,

and in consequence the formidable Armada, termed by them

invincible, which was to crush and annihilate England and

her puny defenders, was fitted out.

1588.—This fleet consisted of 132 large ships, averaging

448 tons burden each, together with numerous galleases, and

many smaller vessels, mounting in all 3,165 pieces of brass

and iron ordnance. On board these vessels were embarked
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21,855 soldiers, 8,776 mariners, and 2,088 galley-slaves.

The armada was also freighted with various articles, which

were intended for grandeur and for torture ; such as car

riages, horses, mules, chains, whips, butchering-knives,

thumb- screws, &c Twelve of the ships were named after

the Apostles, and priests to the number of 100 were em

barked on board the different ships. The cost of daily

maintenance of this fleet, and its crew, &c, is estimated at

32,000 ducats. The fleet of England, in comparison with

this vast flotilla, was miserably small, and yet the sequel

shows that the battle is not always to the strong. A

brave and talented man, in the person of Charles Howard,

of Effingham, was selected to command the tiny fleet, as

Lord High Admiral ; and to the precautions and able mea

sures of that nobleman England was mainly indebted for

the triumph obtained over her huge adversaries.

On the 21st of May, the Lord High Admiral, leaving

Lord Henry Seymour in the narrow seas with 40 sail of

English and Dutch ships, to watch the movements of

the Duke of Parma, departed from the Downs, and sailed

down Channel with as many ships as he could procure,

and 20 merchant ships. On the 23rd of May he arrived at

Plymouth, where he was joined by Sir Francis Drake, whom

the Lord High Admiral appointed his Vice- Admiral, with

60 ships. The English fleet then amounted to 90 sail,

and after storing and victualling the ships, the whole put

to sea, and cruised in the mouth of the Channel between

Ushant and Scilly.

England, in the meanwhile, was left in the most feverish

state of excitement. The vast preparations and the de

nounced vengeance of a bigoted and enraged nation—acting

upon minds ignorant of the strength and prowess of their

sailors which was to protect them from the threatened

horrors—caused great consternation : nor was the alarm

altogether ill founded. The fleet of England was composed

of ships collected in such manner as the short time per

mitted, and few of them were calculated to contend with

the powerful ships of Spain. The following is an abstract

of the several squadrons composing the whole English fleet,

out of which only 34 ships, averaging 348 tons each, were

the property of the crown.
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No. of ships. Burden in tons. No. ofmariners.

34 Her Majesty's ships, under the Lord

High Admiral Howard 11,850 6,279

10 Serving by tonnage with the Lord

Admiral 750 239

32 Serving with Sir Francis Drake ... 5,120 2,348

38 Fitted out by the City of London... 6,130 2,710

20 Coasters with the Lord Admiral... 1,930 993

23 Coasters with Lord H. Seymour ... 2,248 1,073

18 Volunteers 1,716 859

15 Victuallers 810

7 Vessels not included in above list ... 474

197 ships. Tons 29,744 Men 15,785

SUMMARY OF SPANISH FORCE.

Ships, 132. Guns, 3,165. Tons, 59,120. Mariners, 8,766.

Soldiers, 21,855.

About the latter end of May or beginning of June, this

fleet of Spain sailed from the Tagus, with all the pomp and

pride once inherent in that now fallen nation; but they

had not reached further than Cape Finisterre, when a gale

of wind overtook and dispersed them. Several of the

gallies deserted and took refuge in a port of France, and

the fleet was blown about, and many of the ships would

have fallen into the hands of the English had not a northerly

wind sprung up, which enabled them to return into a

friendly port. The report of this dispersion of the Spanish

armada reached England, and being greatly exaggerated, it

was stated that the whole fleet was destroyed, and that no

attempt upon England could be made until the next year.

Accordingly, the Lord High Admiral was ordered to dis

mantle four of his largest ships ; but, with far more prudence

than his government, the admiral objected to this measure,

and even offered to maintain the ships at his own charge,

rather than weaken his force by their loss.

Distrusting, also, the reports of the damages inflicted

upon the armada by the gale, the admiral determined on

standing over to the coast of Spain, in order to ascertain

by his own observation their truth or falsehood. He had

arrived within a short distance of the coast, when he re

ceived the intelligence that the Spanish fleet had not sus-

VOL. I. C
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tained much injury, and the wind shifting to the south

ward, he thought fit to return, in all haste, with the fleet to

Plymouth. On the 12th of July he arrived at Plymouth,

and used all expedition in refitting and revictualling his

fleet. Nor was his haste unnecessary ; for the same wind

which had brought the English fleet to England was also

wafting the huge armada, commanded by the Duke of

Medina Sidonia, to her shores.

On the 19th of July this dreaded enemy, after encounter

ing much bad weather, in which their ships had been again

separated, and had only effected a rej unction a few days

previously, appeared off the English Channel. They made

the Lizard, but mistaking it for the Ram Head, stood off to

sea again, as the night was closing in, with the intention, on

the following morning, of attacking the English fleet in

Plymouth. But on the same day a pirate, Captain Thomas

Fleming, discovered them, and made all speed to Plymouth

with the intelligence. The wind blew fresh from the

south-west; but, notwithstanding the great difficulty of

clearing the sound with that wind, so great was the

anxiety of the Lord Admiral, that he persevered, and got

out, but with six ships only, in the afternoon of the same

day, 19th.

On the 20th, many more ships got out, and with his

fleet, amounting only to 54 sail, he stood off shore in

search of the enemy. The Spanish armada was soon dis

covered, extending in a line abreast, of near seven miles in

extent, and steering up Channel before the wind. "The

ships," says Lediard, " appeared like so many floating

castles, and the ocean seemed to groan under the weight of

their heavy burdens." The Lord High Admiral did not

attempt to arrest their progress, but waited for the re

mainder of his ships to come out of Plymouth, when he

intended to attack their rear. On the next morning, being

Sunday, May 21, many ships having joined the English

fleet, which now amounted to 100 sail, the Lord High

Admiral ordered a pinnace, called the Defiance, to proceed

to the attack, and to denounce war against the enemy,

whilst he, in his own ship, the Ark Royal, followed up the

attack. The ship the admiral engaged he mistook for the
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Spanish admiral's, and he fought her until several ships

dropped astern to her rescue, when, being unsupported, he

was obliged to leave off action. Drake, Hawkins, and

Forbisher, also, gallantly advanced and attacked the enemy,

and so hot was the fire those experienced leaders kept up,

that the Spanish fleet was thrown into the greatest confu

sion. The English ships, though insignificant in point of

size, possessed the advantage of sailing well, and therefore

attacked their enemies wherever they appeared most vul

nerable, and in disorder ; until, at length, the admiral

thought fit to recal his ships to await the junction of

40 ships still in Plymouth. During the night the wind

increased, and several ships of the Spanish fleet got foul of

one another, and were much damaged. Among them was

a galleon, which, having lost her foremast and bowsprit, was

deserted by her crew, and became a prize to Sir Francis

Drake, who, it seems, had closely followed the armada

during the night, as had also the Lord Admiral with the

White Bear and Mary Rose. In the morning, therefore,

the admiral and his immediate followers were a long dis

tance a-head of the body of the fleet.

It was not until the 23rd that the second engagement

took place. The wind having changed to north-east, the

Spanish fleet was under the necessity of bringing on an

action, and accordingly at day-break bore down upon the

English fleet, which, upon seeing the design of the

Spaniards, tacked to the westward. In the course of a

short time the action commenced, but we are unable to

ascertain whether any, or what order of fighting was ob

served. Confusion must, to all appearance, have reigned

triumphant, and that the English were as much indebted

to the shot of the Spaniards for their success, as to their

own, is more than probable. Personal bravery was every

where conspicuous. The diminutive size of the English

ships preserved them from injury ; the shot of their lofty

adversaries passing harmlessly over them. An English

gentleman, who was a volunteer on the occasion, named

Mr. William Cope, in a small pinnace, called the Delight,

gallantly fell in the action whilst performing prodigies of

valour. The wind was blowing fresh with a heavy sea,

c 2
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which increased the confusion of the Spaniards, and the

nimble and well-handled ships of the English committed

great devastation with impunity. To give any thing like a

correct detail of this day's battle would be difficult, if not

impossible. The wind shifted from north-east to south

east and south-south-east, and this, together with the num

ber of ships, caused separations. These separations again

gave rise to acts of bravery and skill, to succour the over-

pressed ; but it does not appear that any decisive advan

tage was gained by the English beyond the taking one

large Venetian ship and several small vessels. The fight

continued throughout the day with unabated vigour, while

the ammunition of the English lasted ; but that being ex

hausted, the Lord Admiral was under the necessity of

sending on shore for a fresh supply.

On the 24th, therefore, a cessation of firing took place,

the English having no powder ; and the Lord Admiral

availed himself of the respite to bring his fleet into better

order. He divided the fleet into four squadrons, himself

commanding one in the Ark Royal, and committing the

other three to the charge of Sir Francis Drake, in the

Revenge, Sir John Hawkins, in the Victory, and Captain

Forbisher, in the Triumph.

On the 25th the Spanish armada had reached as far up

Channel as the Isle of Wight, and here, having outsailed the

St. Ann, a Portuguese galleon, the Victory made a prize of

her. But Sir John Hawkins did not keep his rich booty

without some trouble : three Spanish galleases (a powerful

description of galley mounting heavy guns) approached to

her rescue ; but these were at length beaten off, with

much loss, by the Ark Royal and the Golden Lion.

This action was performed during a calm, both fleets

looking on, but neither was able to take any part, with the

exception of the two ships above-named, which were towed

by the gallies to the attack of the galleases. A few other

skirmishes took place this day, but still no decisive battle,

and on the succeeding day it was determined not to attack

the armada again until it had arrived in the Straits of

Dover. The Spaniards accordingly pursued their course un

molested, the English following them at a respectful distance.
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On the 27th of May the armada anchored off Calais,

and the English fleet, now amounting to 140 sail, also

anchored at no great distance to the westward. Here the

Lord Admiral fitted out eight of his oldest ships for fire-

ships, and on the night of the 28th sent them among the

Spanish fleet under Captains Young and Prowse. On the

near approach of these ships to the Spaniards they were

fired, and their appearance caused an universal panic and

much loss, although it does not seem that any actual

damage was committed by the burning vessels. Several of

the Spaniards, having put to sea to avoid the fire-ships,

were driven past Calais, and were warmly attacked by the

Revenge, Victory, Nonpareil, Mary Rose, Hope, Dread

nought, Swallow, and several others. The loss to the

Spaniards in these various encounters was very great. A

galleon, the St. Matthew, was captured, the St. Philip was

cast away, and, in short, the whole Spanish fleet, reduced

to the utmost distress, determined on retreating to their

own shores.

The poor remains of this once proud fleet reached the

Spanish coast about the end of September, in a miserable

plight, having lost ten of their number on the coast of

Ireland, and, altogether, forty large ships, which had foun

dered or had been captured or destroyed in the Channel.

The loss to the English amounted only to one small ship,

and about 100 men ; while the extent of the loss to the

Spaniards is scarcely credible, amounting, according to

several accounts, to 10,185 men.

1589.—In the following year an expedition was fitted

out against the Spaniards, furnished partly by the Queen

and in part by private adventurers. Queen Elizabeth fur

nished six ships and £60,000, and committed the naval

charge of the expedition to Sir Francis Drake, but their

transactions were principally confined to burning towns and

villages on the Spanish and Portuguese coasts. Lisbon

was attempted, and found too strong ; but at Cascaes the

castle was taken and blown up, and a number of small

vessels belonging to the Hanse Towns, illegally trading,

were taken. The fleet returned laden with much booty,
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and 150 pieces of cannon, but having lost near 6,000 men

by disease.

In the same year another semi-national expedition, under

the Earl of Cumberland, was fitted out, consisting of three

ships of the royal navy, and several private ships, which

committed much damage upon the coasts and shipping of

the Spaniards.

1590.—In 1590 Elizabeth assigned the annual sum of

£8,970 to the repairs of the royal navy, but the great

strength of this branch of her power still remained with

private adventurers, who, since the trade had become so

lucrative, had fitted out squadrons in vast numbers to cruize

and feed upon the Spanish gold. The trade of Spain was

entirely unprotected, save by the weak efforts of the mer

chants themselves, and these were unable to hold out

against the skill and courage, heightened by the cupidity,

of the daring rovers who bore the flag of England, and

whose deeds were sanctioned and approved by their

Queen. In this year ten ships of the Queen, commanded

by Sir John Hawkins and Sir Martin Forbisher, were des

patched to intercept the India fleet ; but the enterprize

failed, owing to intelligence of the expedition having

reached Philip, King of Spain, who sent orders to keep the

India ships back.

1591.—In the year 1591, a fleet of seven of her Majesty's

ships, consisting of the Defiance, Revenge, Nonpareil,

Bonaventure, Lion, Foresight, and Crane, under the com

mand of Lord Thomas Howard, sailed, with the purpose of

intercepting the India ships, which had during the pre

ceding year been kept back. The expedition, which was

very badly found, departed for the Azores, and anchored at

Flores, where for six months it awaited the approach of the

treasure ships. In the meantime, Don Alphonso Bassano

was despatched by the Spanish king to convoy the fleet

home ; and hearing of the small force of the English

squadron at Flores, he determined on attacking it. The

English squadron was wholly unprepared ; and, to add to

their disasters, the crews had suffered much from sickness.

Hearing of the approach of the Spanish force, however, the
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admiral put to sea immediately, though with scarcely half

his men. The brunt of the engagement which followed

was principally borne by the Revenge, commanded by Sir

Richard Grenville. This ship was laid on board at one

and the same time by the St. Philip, of 1,500 tons and 78

guns, and four other of the largest Spanish ships, filled

with soldiers. Notwithstanding the inequality of the con

flict—the brave crew of the Revenge, headed by the gallant

captain, who, though wounded early in the action, re

fused to quit the deck, repulsed every attempt at board

ing, and maintained the fight from 3h. r. M. until mid

night : at which time, the intrepid captain received a

wound in the body from a musket ball. He was then

obliged to be carried below to have his wound dressed,

and while under the surgeon's hands, received another shot

in the head : the surgeon was killed at his side.

The gallant crew held out till daylight, by which time the

ship was reduced to a mere wreck, and her decks were co

vered with the killed and wounded. Their ammunition, also,

was expended, and nothing remained but to surrender. The

remaining officers and crew, however, refused to strike,

unless they were promised their liberty, which the Spa

niards consenting to, the ship was surrendered. But

although the first prize to the Spaniards, the Revenge was

not doomed to be a trophy which could be exhibited ;

as she foundered a few days afterwards with 200 of the

Spanish crew which had been placed in her. Of her de

voted crew, only 60 survived this glorious action ; and

scarcely one of them but bore the marks of the desperate

encounter. At one time they had fought against 15 ships

of the enemy, and the Spaniards, it is said, lost near 1,000

men before they subdued their brave enemy. Sir Richard

Grenville was carried on board the Spanish admiral's ship,

where he died two days afterwards, nor did the Spaniards

refrain from acknowledging his extraordinary courage and

behaviour. The remaining ships of the English squadron,

unable to cope with the greatly superior force of the

Spaniards, withdrew from the contest, and, after making a

few unimportant captures, returned to England.

Sir George Carey, also, attacked a Spanish squadron, of
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greatly superior force, in the West Indies, but, being de

serted by two of his ships, was unable to bring about a vic

torious result.

We feel bound to mention the bravery of Captain Brad-

shaw, who, in command of a merchant ship called the

Centurion, on her return from Marseilles to England, was

attacked by five large Spanish gallies, in the Straits

of Gibraltar. Two of the gallies, filled with men, attempted

to board the Centurion on each side, and the other one

astern ; but notwithstanding that Captain Bradshaw had

only 48 men and boys to oppose to this numerous force,

he succeeded in defeating every attack, and preserved his

ship with the loss of only four men killed and ten

wounded.

1592.—In 1592 an expedition, under Sir Martin For-

bisher, consisting of ships belonging to the Queen, and

Sir Walter Ralegh and others, conjointly, sailed for the

coast of Spain, and took many ships of the enemy.

Among them was a carrack, called Madre de Dios, which,

from the description given, must have been a ship of

the most extraordinary kind. " She had," says Lediard,

" seven decks of 165 feet from stem to stern, was of

1,600 tons burden, manned with 600 men, and carried 32

brass guns. Her cargo was valued at £150,000, on her

arrival in England, besides what the officers and seamen

had plundered her of when taken." The Queen's adventure

in this voyage was only two ships, one of which, the least

of the two, was at the taking of the carrack ; in virtue of

which, she assumed power over the whole of the valuable

cargo, taking what portion of it she pleased, and making

the remainder of the adventurers submit to her pleasure,

with whom, it is said, she dealt but indifferently.

1594.—Sir Martin Forbisher was sent with four of her

Majesty's ships—the Vanguard, Rainbow, Dreadnought,

and Quittance—to aid the French in the attack upon Brest,

then in the possession of the Spaniards. The admiral en

tered the harbour with his ships, and attacked the forts with

much vigour ; but the defence was so well conducted, that

a great number of men and officers were killed and wounded.

But at length the place was surrendered, and the garrison
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put to the sword, Sir Martin Forbisher, a brave and skil

ful admiral, was here lost to his country ; for, being

wounded in the hip by a small shot, he died of his wound,

after bringing his squadron to Plymouth.

1595.—An unsuccessful expedition, which sailed in the

following year to the West Indies, also deprived the navy

of two other skilful seamen and brave commanders, Sir

Francis Drake and Sir John Hawkins.

1596.—On the 1st of June an expedition, consisting of

the following ships—Repulse, Ark Royal, Mere Honour,

Warspite, Lion, Rainbow, Nonpareil, Vanguard, Mary

Rose, Dreadnought, Swiftsure, Acquittance, Crane, and

Tramontane, of her Majesty's, and Dutch, and hired ves

sels to the number of 126—sailed from Plymouth under

the command of Charles Howard, Earl of Effingham, Lord

High Admiral. The charge of the land expedition rested

with the Earl of Essex. The design of this armament was

to destroy the Spanish fleet in Cadiz, which, it was said,

was fitting to renew the attempt upon England. In the

fleet were many of the most skilful commanders the navy

could boast, by dint of whose exertions the armament was

equipped with such great celerity, that it arrived off Cadiz

before any news of their preparation had reached Spain.

This was also owing to the admiral's precaution in detain

ing every vessel, small or large, which he chanced to fall in

with. On the 20th of June the expedition arrived off Cadiz,

and on the following morning the smallest and fastest of

the ships entered the harbour of Cadiz, commanded by the

Lord High Admiral in person, having under him his son,

Lord Thomas Howard, Sir Walter Ralegh, Sir Thomas

Southwell, Sir Thomas Carew, and several others. The

soldiers also, under the Earl of Essex, attacked and took

the town, and would have put the garrison to the sword

had it not been ransomed by the payment of about 600,000

ducats. The Lord High Admiral refused to allow the fleet

lying in Puerto Real to be ransomed, although two mil

lions of ducats were offered, but sent Sir Walter Ralegh

and Lord Thomas Howard to destroy it. The Spanish

ships fought well, but in the end were completely defeated.

Spain lost two rich galleons, carrying together 100 brass
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guns, which were taken; 13 ships of war, 11 ships freighted

for the West Indies, and 13 others; and 1,200 pieces of

ordnance were taken or sunk. The damage was estimated

at 20 millions of ducats. Cadiz was plundered, all the

forts demolished, and a great part of the town laid in

ashes ; and having effected all this, the English fleet de

parted on the 5th of July, for Ferrol, but found the town

deserted by its inhabitants. The Lord High Admiral was

desirous of crowning his triumph by the capture of the

treasure ships, but in his proposal he found no supporters,

and the fleet returned to England.

The King of Spain, enraged at these successes, again

fitted out a large fleet with the design of taking revenge,

but he was again forestalled by the prudent foresight of the

Queen and by the skill of her subjects. He had collected

a great many ships in the harbour of Ferrol, with the inten

tion to invade Ireland ; and a large fleet of 120 of English

and Dutch ships, under the command of the Earl of Essex,

finally sailed from Plymouth on the 17th of August, with

the intention of frustrating his object. It was found im

practicable, however, to attack the shipping in Ferrol, and

after having suffered much from bad weather, the fleet

sailed to the Azores. Fayal was taken, and Gracioza ; they

also fell in with the India fleet, but from great mismanage

ment the whole were suffered to escape, and the expedition

returned to England greatly disappointed.

In 1602 an expedition was fitted out against the Spa

niards, under the command of Sir Richard Levison and Sir

W. Monson, but it met with no very decided success, with

the exception of taking a large carrack and burning a few

gallies at Coinlbra.
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CHAPTER III.

1604—1653.

Passing over the few and unimportant naval transactions

which the commencement of this century furnishes, we

proceed at once to an era from which another and important

step towards the present proud superiority of our navy may

be dated. The year 1652 is one which will ever be famous

for the naval battles then fought—fought, too, not against

luxurious Spaniards, bloated with their ill-gotten wealth,

but against men as hardy and as brave as any age or coun

try ever produced.

The cause of the quarrel between England and Holland

it is not our province to touch upon, but the first hostile

proceeding occurred on the 14th of May. Captain Young

commanded an English man-of-war in the Channel, and

falling in with a Dutch squadron off the back of the Isle of

Wight, the commander of which refused to strike his flag,

he opened fire upon her, and compelled her to surrender.

This was succeeded by another quarrel on the 18th of

the same month. The Dutch had got together a fleet of

150 ships, under the command of Marten Harpetz Tromp,

commonly called Van Tromp, who was celebrated for his

great skill and bravery. A small squadron, under the com

mand of Captain (formerly Major) Bourne, was lying in the

Downs, when Tromp, with a fleet amounting to 40 sail,

put in there, as it was said, from stress of weather. The

reply made to Tromp by Captain Bourne was to the effect

that the truth of the reason would best appear by the short

ness of their stay ; and requested them to leave the an

chorage, sending, at the same time, notice to Admiral

Blake, who was riding in the Dover roads with 15 ships.

On the next day the Dutch admiral worked up to where



28 [1652.BATTLES OF

Blake was lying, and was entering that roadstead with his

ships, when he was fired upon by Blake, in consequence of

his not paying the honour then demanded of striking

the flag. Tromp returned a broadside. The ships of

Blake immediately got under weigh, and Blake gallantly took

the lead, being desirous of settling the dispute by single

combat with Tromp's ship ; but his chivalry only drew

upon him the united fire of all the Dutch ships near him.

Being joined by Bourne's division, the combat would have

been upon more equal terms ; but the Dutch did not appear

inclined to risk a general engagement, and made sail away,

leaving two of their ships in possession of the English, and

having lost many men.

On the 8th of July following, war was formally declared

between England and Holland, and hostilities and reprisals

were commenced in earnest. On the 12th of July two

English frigates, commanded by Captains Peacock and

Taylor, fell in with and engaged two Dutch ships of war

off the coast of Flanders. After a warm engagement one

of the Dutch ships was boarded and taken ; but she sunk

soon afterwards, and the other Dutch ship ran on shore.

On the 13th of July, Blake took a large convoy home

ward-bound.

On the 4th of July, Vice-Admiral Ayscue, who had just

returned from the West Indies—having in his passage cap

tured four ships of war and ten merchant ships—attacked

the St. Ubes fleet on the French coast, of 40 sail, 30 of

which were taken or destroyed.

On the 1 6th of August, Vice-Admiral Ayscue being off

Plymouth with a fleet of 38 sail, for the protection of the

English trade, fell in with the Dutch admiral De Ruyter,

who, with a fleet of equal force, was convoying about 50

outward-bound merchant ships down Channel. De Ruyter

showed no unwillingness to fight ; but taking twenty of

the merchant ships into his own fleet, bore down upon the

English, as we should suppose, in line abreast. Ayscue,

with nine of his headmost ships, behaved nobly, passing

between the Dutch ships, and engaging them with much

vigour. The fight lasted from four in the afternoon until

dark ; but not being supported by many of his ships, Ayscue
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was unable to capture any of the Dutch ships, but sunk

two, and killed a great many men on board their fleet.

The loss to the English is not exactly known, being

variously stated. Rear-Admiral Peck lost a leg, and died

of his wound shortly afterwards ; and one fire-ship was

lost. Sir George Ayscue followed the Dutch fleet the next

day, but was unable to overtake it.

About the end of July an engagement occurred in the

Mediterranean, between an English squadron of three small

ships of war and one fire-ship, under the command of Cap

tain Richard Bodley, convoying four merchant ships, and a

Dutch squadron of 1 1 sail, under Admiral Van Galen—one

of the ships being commanded by Cornelius Tromp, son

of Marten, or Van Tromp. The fight lasted two days.

The first day's action took place off the island of Elba,

and lasted till night without much advantage having been

gained by either party. Three Dutch ships separated in

the night from the main body, and being becalmed, could

not rejoin ; but the Dutch squadron still consisted of eight

large ships, which bore down upon the four English vessels

(Commodore Bodley having sent his convoy into port),

and engaged them with much fury.

Van Galen laid Commodore Bodley's ship alongside,

but being warmly received, and his ship having been thrice

set on fire, sheered off with much loss. A second ship

taking her place, was also beaten off with the loss of her

mainmast ; and this latter ship, one of the English frigates,

the Phoenix, boarded and carried ; but being left almost

deserted by her crew, was herself boarded and taken by

another Dutch ship, and her prize also re-captured. Com

modore Bodley's ship was again boarded by two Dutch

ships ; but the crew defended her with great courage, and

succeeded in beating them off, though with the loss of

100 men killed and wounded. The squadron, now much

disabled, bore up for Porto Logone, without further mo

lestation, leaving the Dutch much cut up in hulls, sails,

and rigging. A more honourable defeat is scarcely on

record.

The Phoenix was retaken on the 26th of November, in

Leghorn roads, by the boats of Commodore Appleton's
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squadron, commanded by Captain Owen Cox, who had been

a lieutenant of her. The following is the Dutch narra

tive :—" The Phcenix was given to Captain Van Tromp,

whose ship had been quite disabled in the late action, and

lay at anchor in Leghorn roads, where, thinking them

selves secure, they spent their time in mirth and jollity.

Cox manned three boats with thirty men in each ; and, in

addition to their weapons, each man was provided with a

bag of meal to throw in the eyes of the Dutchmen. On

St. Andrew's day in the evening, Cox left his ship ; but

owing to the darkness of the night, parted from one of the

boats, which caused some delay ; but the boat rejoined,

and at daylight all three were alongside the frigate. The

boats' crews had each their appointed work. One had to

cut the cables, the second to go aloft and loose the sails,

while the third closed the hatches, and kept the crew in

subjection. Captain Tromp was below ; but hearing the

alarm, he rushed out of his cabin and discharged his pistols

at the English, who were, however, by that time masters of

the frigate ; so, leaping out of the cabin-window, he swam

to a Dutch ship astern, and was taken up. The Phcenix

was carried off in triumph, and reached Naples in safety."

The Dutch fleet, now commanded by De Witte and De

Ruyter—Tromp, in consequence of his previous want of

success, being in disgrace with his government—appeared

off the Goodwin Sands in large force, in the month of Sep

tember; but the weather was so unsettled, that the English

fleet could not weigh until the 28th. On that day, at

noon, the Dutch fleet was discovered, consisting of 59 sail

of men-of-war, besides many smaller vessels ; and the

English, of nearly equal force, under Blake, having with

him Admiral Penn, stood towards them with a fresh breeze

at west by north. At about 3h. p.m., Blake, in the Resolu

tion, having only a portion of his fleet up with him, with

Vice-Admiral Penn, in the James, of 60 guns, shortened

sail, to allow the remainder of his ships to come up, and at

4h. most of the ships having joined, Blake gave chase to the

Dutch, and engaged them with great effect : it so chanced,

however, that the Sovereign, one of the largest ships of the

English fleet, grounded on a shoal known as the Kentish
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knock, but not before she had engaged and sunk a Dutch

rear-admiral's ship. Several other of the largest English

ships also grounded on this shoal ; but the Dutch ships,

drawing less water, went over it, and thus escaped

almost certain capture. Four of the Dutch ships were

wholly disabled at the onset, being dismasted ; and

were taken in tow. One rear-admiral was taken by

Captain Mildmay, who commanded the Nonsuch, 40 gun

ship, and two captains were also made prisoners. About

300 men were killed, and as many wounded on board the

English ships, and their masts and sails much damaged ;

but they pursued the Dutch on the two following days to the

mouth of the Texel, and then returned into port with their

prizes. The defeat of the Dutch is in a manner acknow

ledged by their recalling Tromp, and giving the command

of the Holland fleet a second time to him.

The next engagement took place also off the Goodwin,

in November. The season of the year being so far ad

vanced, the government had incautiously reduced the fleet

under Blake to little more than 40 ships, deeming another

attack from the Dutch unlikely. On the 29th of No

vember, in the morning, Blake, who was then lying in

Dover roads, with the remains of his fleet, perceived the

Dutch fleet, consisting of 80 large ships and small vessels,

in all 95, commanded by Tromp, lying two leagues to lee

ward, also at anchor. Disdaining the superiority of force

of the enemy, Blake immediately got under weigh with

his fleet to meet the enemy, who had also weighed anchor.

At about the pitch of the Ness the leading ships of the two

fleets met, and a vigorous battle ensued. As other ships

got up many broadsides were exchanged, which killed and

wounded sixteen men in the Triumph, the ship which bore

Blake's flag. The Victory, 50, commanded by Captain

Mann, was hard pressed by the enemy ; but the Vanguard,

Captain Joseph Jordan, and some other ships, coming up,

she was rescued. The Garland frigate being boarded by

two large Dutch ships bearing admirals' flags, was captured

after a long and obstinate engagement, and the Triumph

losing at the same time her fore-topmast, was unable to

proceed to her relief; the Bonaventure also was taken.
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Blake's squadron was greatly cut up in sails and rigging,

and reduced to an almost unmanageable state, and after

maintaining the fight with a force so vastly superior from a

little after noon until night was closing in, made for Dover

roads.

The Dutch did not pursue their advantage, or with their

force they ought to have destroyed every English ship. The

cause of their not having done so we may fairly attribute

to the reception already met with, and although vaunting

loudly of their so-called " victory," it may justly be said

that such a victory was far less praiseworthy than many of

their defeats. Tromp, in consequence of this action,

hoisted a broom at his mast-head, intimating that he

would sweep the narrow seas of all English shipping ; a

bravado, however, which cost him his life.

1653.—The year succeeding was still more eventful;

but without wishing to detract in the smallest degree from

the value of the services rendered by the land officers,

Blake, Monk, and Deane, upon whom the chief command

of the fleet had devolved, the better to suit the views and

feelings of Cromwell and his parliament, we must beg to

be allowed to put in the claims of those skilful and cou

rageous seamen, William Penn, John Lawson, Joseph

Jordan, and many others, who must have executed and

framed every nautical evolution. About this time soldiers

were first used on board ship as marines.

The first engagement of this year took place on the

18th of February. The English fleet, consisting of about

70 sail, under the joint command of Blake, Deane, and

Monk, sailed from the Downs with the express purpose

of interrupting the Dutch fleet, commanded by Tromp, on

his return from the Isle of Rhee. The Dutch fleet, con

sisting of 73 ships of war, and having under their convoy

300 merchant ships, was divided into three squadrons,

commanded by Tromp, De Ruyter and Evertzen, respec

tively, and were fallen in with off Portland, on the morning

of the 18th.

On discovering the English, Tromp, being about five

miles to windward (wind being from the westward), gave

orders for the merchant vessels to haul their wind, while he,
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with his fleet in line abreast, or, as some say, in form of a

half-moon, bore down upon the enemy. The Triumph,

the general's ship, Speaker, Vice-admiral Penn, Fair

fax, Rear-admiral Lawson, and about 20 ships of their

squadrons, being many miles a-head, and to windward, of

the body of the English fleet, were the first to engage, and

a very hard-fought battle ensued. The Prosperous, As

sistance, and Oak, were boarded by the Dutch, and carried,

but afterwards recovered, and, until reinforced by the stern-

most ships getting up, the English were nearly annihilated

by the force opposed to them. As soon, however, as this

was the case, the Dutch hauled up, and endeavoured to

make off ; but they were chased, and fought until night

came on.

During the night every preparation was made by the

English for the renewal of the fight on the following day,

and for this purpose seven or eight of the ships which had

suffered most in the action were destroyed, their crews being

distributed amongst those ships which had lost most men.

On the morning of the 19th, the fleets were off the Isle

of Wight, the Dutch having then their merchant ships

a-head ; but the wind being light, the English could not

get up with them until noon. At two in the afternoon the

fleets again engaged with great desperation, and on this

day five Dutch ships of war were captured and destroyed.

The Dutch fleet having again got a-head, the English

pursued them all night, and at 9h . a. m. of the 20th, with five

of the fastest of the ships and the frigates, again closed, and

did much execution. The Dutch, finding themselves so hard

pressed, ordered the merchant ships to drop astern out of

the fleet, thinking by this means to induce the English to

forego further pursuit ; but the generals gave strict orders

that none of the ships that could get up to their men-of-

war should take the merchant ships, and in consequence the

pursuit and action was continued until the evening. By

this time the fleets were only about four leagues from Calais,

and the Dutch fleet stood in for that anchorage, in conse

quence of the wind being at N.W., and the ebb tide making.

The English were also obliged to anchor off Blackness. In

VOL. I. D
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the night it came on to blow strong, and the Dutch availed

themselves of the darkness to put to sea again with the

flood tide, and thereby effected their escape ; so that at

daylight next morning not a ship was to be seen. The Eng

lish, therefore, stood over towards the Isle of Wight, and

anchored on the 24th in Stokes Bay.

In this most determined encounter both fleets suffered

severely. The loss to the English was one ship sunk by

the enemy, besides those destroyed after the first day's

battle ; but with reference to the men, although the num

ber killed and wounded is acknowledged to be great, we do

not find any stated amount. Among the killed were those

brave commanders, Ball, Mildmay, and Barker, and also

Mr. Sparrow, Secretary. With respect to the Dutch loss

more is recorded. In the three days' actions they lost

eleven ships of war, and sixty merchant ships, 1,500 men

killed, and 700 prisoners.

On the 2nd of March in this year a second engage

ment took place in the Mediterranean, between Com

modores Bodley, or Badiley, and Appleton, and the Dutch

squadron, under Van Galen. The Dutch squadron con

sisted, as before, of a much greater number of ships than

the English, they having sixteen ships to nine ; but notwith

standing their superiority they were fought long, and with

much loss to themselves, their admiral, Van Galen, being

killed ; but Commodore Appleton's ship was overpowered,

and obliged to surrender, as were also two other ships, but

the remainder were suffered to escape.

The Dutch finding the English not so quietly swept from

the narrow seas as they supposed, exercised for the future

more caution. The English fleet also was strengthened by

many new ships, and put to sea in May. The total force

of the three squadrons, into which this fleet was divided,

amounted to 105 ships, mounting 3,840 guns, and manned

by 16,269 men.

On the 1st of June, while the English fleet, with the

exception of Blake, who with thirteen ships had not joined,

was lying in Yarmouth roads, advice was brought that the

Dutch fleet had been seen upon the coast ; upon which the



1653.] 35THE BRITISH NAVY.

fleet immediately weighed. Early in the morning of the

2nd, being off the south head of the Gable, the Dutch fleet,

consisting of 104 ships, was discovered about two leagues

to leeward. The English bore down towards them, and

from eleven to twelve o'clock the engagement was very

severe on both sides. At about noon General Deane, a

brave and experienced officer, was cut in two by a cannon-

ball, and it is recorded that Monk, seeing him fall, took the

cloak from his own shoulders, and, with the utmost compo

sure, covered the mangled body of Deane. Van Kelson, a

Dutch rear-admiral, was blown up in his ship in the middle

of the action. The battle continued till six in the even

ing, when the Dutch fleet bore up and made all sail

away.

Blake joined in the night with eighteen fresh ships, and

the Dutch were pursued. On the 3rd, having the wind,

although it was light, it enabled the English again to bring

on an action. About noon it recommenced, and lasted

four hours. Vice-Admiral Penn's ship, the James, was

laid alongside by Tromp, who attempted to board, but was

repulsed with much loss ; in return Tromp's ship was

boarded. The English drove all the people from the deck,

upon which Tromp resorted to the plan of blowing up the

deck, which he performed successfully, causing great loss

to the English. His ship, notwithstanding the repulse,

was a second time boarded by the James and another

ship ; but De Witt and De Ruyter bore down and saved

the admiral from certain capture. The victory was most

decisive, but it was far from bloodless ; the Dutch were

pursued and conquered until night, but a lee shore deterred

the English from following any longer, and on the next

morning the remains of the Dutch fleet entered the Texel.

Eleven Dutch ships of war were taken, and 1,300 prisoners,

among them six captains and two rear-admirals ; six

ships sunk, one bearing a rear-admiral's flag ; two blown

up among their own fleet, and one sunk by means of that

accident. Total, 20 ships taken and destroyed. One of

the Dutch prizes was of 1,200 tons, and had 14 ports in a

tier.

n 2
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On the side of the English, General Deane and 126 men

and officers were killed, and 236 wounded ; the ships were

also much cut up in spars, sails, and rigging, but no ship

Was lost.

To this fight succeeded another, even yet more desperate ;

but as this fight is the first naval battle recorded, in which

fleets were formed in line, we think it better to enter more

into detail with reference to it, and will therefore begin a

new chapter.
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CHAPTER IV.

1653—1666.

To show how little was known of the great art of gain

ing victories over a disciplined navy at the commencement

of this century, it is only necessary to quote a passage from

the Naval Tracts of Sir "William Monson, one of the most

enlightened seamen and most skilful admirals of the period

in which he nourished, about 1620 :—" The most famous

naval battles," he writes, " these late years have afforded,

were those of Lepanto against the Turks, in 1577 ; of the

Spaniards against the French at the Tercera islands, in

1580; and betwixt the armada of Spain and the English,

in 1588. In these encounters, wherein the Spaniards had

the chiefest part, as I have said before, they imitated the

discipline of war by land, in drawing their ships into a form

of fight, which in my opinion is not so convenient ; though

I confess, in a sea-battle that shall consist of galleys in a

calm, it is better to observe that order than in ships ; for

men may as well follow directions by their hands in rowing,

as an army by words of the tongue speaking, or their legs

moving. But ships, which must be carried by wind and

sails, and the sea affording no firm or steadfast footing,

cannot be commanded to take their ranks like soldiers in a

battle by land. The weather at sea is never certain ; the

winds variable ; ships unequal in sailing ; and when they

strictly seek to keep their order, commonly they fall foul

of one another, and in such cases they are more careful to

observe their directions than to offend the enemy, whereby

they will be brought into disorder among themselves.

" Suppose a fleet to be placed in the form of a half-moon, or

other proportion, to fight : if an enemy charge them home

in any of the corners of the half-moon, they will be forced
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to bear up into their main battle, and then will ensue dan

gers and disorders of boarding one another ; insomuch

that it will not be possible for a general to give new direc

tions, but every ship must fight at its will, not by command.

The greatest advantage in a sea-fight is to get the wind of

one another ; for he that has the wind is out of danger of

being boarded, and has the advantage where to board, and

how to attempt the enemy. The wind being thus gotten,

a general need give no other directions than to every ad

miral of a squadron to draw together their squadrons, and

every one to undertake his opposite squadron, or where he

shall do it for his greatest advantage ; but to be sure to

take a good distance of one another, and to relieve that

squadron that shall be overcharged or distressed. Let them

give warning to their ships not to venture so far as to

bring them to leeward of the enemy ; for it will be in the

power of the enemy to board them, and they not to avoid

it. The strict ordering of battles by ships was before the

invention of the bowline, for then there was no sailing but

before the wind, nor no fighting but by boarding ; whereas

now a ship will sail within six points of thirty-two, and by

the advantage of wind, may rout any fleet that is placed in

that form of battle."

The method here inculcated of bringing on an action,

however, savoured too much of the Sir John Falstaff system

of tactics, "fight a little and run away," &c, for the race

of sailors which succeeded at the commencement of the

Dutch wars. In the instructions to captains of ships issued

by the committee for the Admiralty is the following :—

" You are to take notice, that in case of joining battle, you

are to leave it to the vice-admiral to assail the enemy's ad

miral, and to match yourself as equally as you can ; to suc

cour the rest of the fleet as cause shall require, not wasting

your powder, nor shooting afar off, nor till you come side

by side."*

It soon, however, became apparent that something be

yond a confused medley of a host of ships fighting without

any order was to be desired, as that confusion was attended

* " Memorials of Penn," vol. i. p. 405.
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with the most unsatisfactory and undecided results ; and it

soon became evident that that fleet was usually victorious

which fought in line.

Respecting this great battle off the Texel, we prefer

giving the translation* of an account written by a French

gentleman, who embarked on board a small vessel to witness

the action :—

" The 7th of August (N.S.), answering to July 20th

(O.S.), I discovered Admiral Tromp's fleet, consisting of

more than a hundred ships of war. It was drawn up in three

squadrons, and was bearing down with the wind right astern,

to fall upon the English, whom it met with on the same

day, nearly equal in number, and drawn up in a line extend

ing above four leagues N.N.E. and S.S.W. The 8th and

9th were passed in skirmishes ; but on the 10th they came

to a decisive battle. The English had endeavoured to gain

the wind ; but Admiral Tromp having always kept that

advantage, and having drawn up his own fleet in a line

parallel to that of the English, bore down upon them, and

began the battle with so much fury, that many ships were

very soon seen dismasted, others sunk, and others on fire.

The two fleets were afterwards enveloped in a cloud of

smoke, so dense that it was impossible to form a judgment

of the fierceness of the battle otherwise than by the horrible

noise of the cannon with which the air resounded, and by

mountains of fire which every now and then were seen

rising out of the smoke, with a crash which gave sufficient

notice that whole ships were blowing up. In fact, many

ships were blown up ; and in particular, it is said that

Admiral Tromp having perceived three English ships which

had run foul of each other, immediately sent a fire-ship,

which arrived so precisely in time, that they all took fire at

the same instant, and blew up with a report capable of

striking terror into the breast of the most intrepid.\

" Nevertheless," continues the French narrator, " the

* This will be found, as well as the original account, in " Memorials

of Penn," vol. i. p. 509, et seq.

f This must have reference to the Oak and Worcester, which were

burnt in the action.
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English sustained, with incredible valour, all the efforts of

the Dutch, and were seen to perish rather than to give

way, which grieved Admiral Tromp, and made him resolve

to attack the English admiral ; and the two ships were on

the point of grappling, when Admiral Tromp was killed by

a musket shot. This disaster damped the courage of the

Dutch, who began to bear to windward, and to engage

only in retreating. The action was no longer so violent ;

and the smoke dispersing, the two fleets were seen in a

condition which showed the horrible fury of the conflict.

The whole sea was covered with dead bodies, with frag

ments, and with hulls of ships, still smoking or burning.

Throughout the remainder of the two fleets were seen only

dismasted vessels, and sails perforated throughout by can

non-balls. Nearly thirty ships perished between the two

parties ; and the English, having pursued the enemy as far

as the Texel, had the honour of the victory, which cost

them as dear as it did the vanquished."

Making a few allowances for the national jealousy of the

French witness, we have here presented to us a tolerably

faithful account of this memorable action. Admiral Blake

was unfortunately prevented from sharing in the honours

of this battle by illness, and the command of the Par

liament's fleet devolved upon Monk, assisted by the talented

seamen, Penn, Lawson, Jordan, and others. The entire

force of the English was 120 ships, carrying about 4,000

guns and 1 7,000 men. Tromp first put to sea (according

to a memorandum of a communication from Holland left

by Sir W. Penn*) with 83 men-of-war, 4 fire-ships, and

25 merchantmen ; but was afterwards reinforced by De

Witte, with 25 men-of-war and 4 or 5 fire-ships, making

in all 108 men-of-war, 8 fire-ships, and 25 armed merchant

ships ; and their loss, as estimated by themselves, amounted

to 6,200 men in all, as follows:—Slain, 1,200, among

whom was Admiral Evertzen, and many persons of dis

tinction ; drowned, 1,500; wounded, 2,500; prisoners,

1,000. The Dutch loss in ships consisted, according to

Heath, of 26 men-of-war, sunk or burnt. On the side of

* " Memorials of Penn," vol. i. p. 506.
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the English, seven captains and 500 men fell in battle ;

and five captains and 800 men were wounded ; besides the

loss of three ships.

There is little doubt that the first idea of fighting in line

originated with the Dutch ; but from this time the plan

has been almost universally followed, wherever practicable,

in all large fleets.

The result of this last and decisive victory induced the

Dutch to negotiate a peace, which was shortly afterwards

concluded on Cromwell's own terms, the honour of the flag

being one of the conditions. In this war, which lasted only

twenty-three months, the English took 1,700 prizes, valued

by the Dutch at near six millions sterling.

1654.—In 1654 an expedition sailed on the 24th of

December for the West- Indies, under the command of

General Penn and General Venables, against the Spanish

islands, but it was not very successful, owing to the disa

greements of the commanders, and the great defects in

fitting it out. Jamaica, however, was taken, and has ever

since been annexed to England ; and although at the time

the island was lightly prized, yet experience has since

proved its value. It must be observed that this was a

most unjust proceeding, war not having been declared

against Spain.

1655.—The marauding states of Africa taking advantage

of the Dutch war, which had caused all our naval force to

be employed at home, having plundered and taken priso

ners many English subjects, Blake was despatched with

a squadron * to demand restitution and satisfaction. He

* The following is a list of the ships, from " Memorials of Penn,"

vol. ii. pp. 150, 151.

Names of Ships. Men. Guns. Captains.

n „ n-n cn /"Robert Blake, General.
Geor«e 3o0 - 60 -(john Stokes, Captain.

Andrew 300 ... 54 ... Richard Badeley, Vice-Adm.

Unicorn 300 ... 54 ... Joseph Jordan, Rear-Adm.

Lambert 260 ... 50 ... Roger Cuttance.

Hampshire ... 160 ... 34 ... Robert Blake.

Bridgewater ... 260 ... 50 ... Anthony Earning.

Foresight ... 160 ... 36 ... Peter Mortham.

Worcester ... 240 ... 46 ... William Hill.
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was also empowered by his government to demand compen

sation of the Grand Duke of Tuscany to the amount of

£60,000, for damage and loss done to the English in his

dominions, both by Prince Rupert and the Dutch. He

accordingly sailed to Leghorn, and his terms being accepted,

and the money paid, he departed for Tunis, and at that

place demanded of the Bey the release of all English cap

tives taken by the corsairs, and satisfaction for the injuries

and losses suffered by them. The answer Blake received

from the Bey was to the effect, that he might seek redress

from the castles of Guletta and Porto Eerino ; a reference

which Blake attended to with all speed. Tunis was well

fortified, the shore was lined by batteries, mounting 120

pieces of cannon, and, in addition to these, the harbour

was defended by a castle, mounting 20 guns, and also by

several smaller forts.

Notwithstanding the formidable nature of this stronghold

of infamy, Blake and his fleet entered the bay, and an

chored within musket-shot of the batteries, which they

engaged with such effect as speedily to demolish them.

While his ships still continued firing on the batteries, he

despatched the boats of the squadron, with the fire-ships,

into the harbour, which they entered, and destroyed nine

ships lying there : and this gallant action was achieved with

no greater loss to the English than 25 men killed, and 48

wounded.

Without waiting to enter into terms with the Bey, Blake

Names of Ships.

Plymouth

Kentish

Diamond

Taunton

Ruby

Newcastle

Amity

Mermaid

Pearl

Maidstone

Princess Mary

Elias

Men. Guns.

260 ... 50 ...

170 ... 40 ...

160 ... 36 ...

160 ... 36 ...

160 ... 36 ...

180 ... 40 ...

120 ... 30 ...

100 ... 22 ...

100 ... 22 ...

140 ... 32 ...

150 ... 34 ...

140 ... 32 ...

And five smal

Captains.

Richard Stayner.

Edward Witheridge.

John Harman.

Thomas Vallis.

Edmd. Curtis.

Nath. Cobham.

Henry Pack.

James Ableson.

Benj. Sacheverell.

Thomas Adams.

John Lloyd.

John Symonds.

er vessels.
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instantly sailed for Tripoli and Algiers, and those govern

ments, hearing of what had been done at Tunis, instantly

agreed to the terms proposed. From thence Blake returned

to Tunis, where he found all submission ; and not only all

English captives, but the Dutch also, he demanded and had

delivered up to him.

After performing so successfully his mission against the

Tuscan and African states, Blake was joined off Cadiz by

Admiral Montagu from England, with a small reinforce

ment, and open hostilities being still continued against

Spain, he was ordered to blockade Cadiz, and also to secure

the Spanish treasure ships then expected from India. The

fleet continued to watch the port until, wanting water and

provisions, Blake, with the greatest part of his ships, pro

ceeded to Lisbon to obtain them, leaving off Cadiz only

Captain Richard Stayner, with seven frigates. On the 9th

of September the Spanish India fleet, consisting of eight

large ships, approached Cadiz, not deigning to notice so

small a squadron as Stayner's, which they took for mer

chant vessels. Thus deceived as to the nature of the

English squadron, Captain Stayner was suffered to take his

own measures, and after a long pursuit, closing with them

with three ships only, the Speaker, Bridgewater, and Ply

mouth—the remainder being far astern—he opened a heavy

fire upon his unsuspecting victims. In a short time he

sunk one ship, and one took fire and was burnt, two ran

ashore, and were destroyed, and two he captured ; the re

mainder making their escape into Cadiz, one of which con

tained the principal part of the treasure.*

* The horrors of war were in this action fearfully exemplified. In

one of the ships destroyed was the Marquis of Badajos, ex-viceroy of

Peru, who perished together with his wife and daughter. The marchio

ness and her eldest daughter, a young lady fifteen years of age, seeing

the vessel inflames, were so terrified, that they fell down in a swoon,

and were burnt to death. The marquis had opportunity sufficient to

have escaped ; but when he saw those he loved in that dreadful situa

tion, unable to survive their loss, he said he would die where they died,

and tenderly embracing the former, perished with them, together with

one of his sons. Two sons and three daughters, one of the latter an

infant, and ninety other persons, were all that were saved from that

miserable end. The young men were carried prisoners to England,

where the Protector Cromwell (after rendering them, by his treachery,

orphans) treated them with great kindness and released them.
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This piece of piracy (for a better name can scarcely be

awarded), committed before any declaration of war had

issued, was crowned with the mockery of a public thanks

giving. War was afterwards formally declared against

Spain by the Parliament, and Blake, who had returned

home in triumph, sailed again with a fleet, with which he

continued to blockade Cadiz till April, 1657, when, hearing

of another treasure fleet, which, having intelligence of the

blockade, had put into Santa Cruz, Teneriffe, he imme

diately sailed thither.

1657.—On the 20th of April he arrived before the town,

off which six galleons, richly laden, were—as the captains

thought—lying secure from any attack. Santa Cruz lies

in a deeply indented bay, and the anchorage was, and is

still, flanked by forts, the more dangerous from their being

only a few feet from the water's edge. So secure did the

Spanish governor consider the galleons, that he is reported

to have said, " Let Blake come if he dares."

On the 20th of April, Blake arrived off the port, and on

surveying the position of the galleons, which were an

chored outside the boom—the smaller vessels lying in

side—Blake resolved to attempt their destruction, if it was

found impossible to bring them out. Captain Stayner, in

the Speaker frigate, was appointed to lead, and in a short

time Blake following, the whole fleet was in action. The

Spanish galleons were boarded and set on fire, except two,

which were sunk, and this was effected in a very short space

of time. The fleet of Blake, however, was saved from

severe loss by a providential change of wind. Blake had

entered the anchorage with a fine breeze from the north

ward ; but no sooner had he completed the object he had

in view, than it changed to south-west, and with this wind

his whole fleet was conducted out of the range of the bat

teries, having had no more than 48 men killed and 120

wounded.

Captain Stayner, on his return to England, was knighted

by Cromwell ; but the rewards justly due to the previously

unparalleled skill and bravery of Blake were wrested from

him by death. Blake died on board his ship as his fleet

was entering Plymouth.

1 660.—May 23, King Charles II. embarked at Scheveling,
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on board the Royal Charles (late Nazeby), 80 guns. His

Majesty was escorted by a large fleet, and landed at Dover

May 25th. On the 29th, he made his entry into London.

Tangiers having become the property of the English

crown, as a portion of the Queen's dowry, a squadron was

dispatched thither under the Ear1 Mountagu, to take pos

session of the same, as well as to punish the Dey of Algiers

for having violated his treaty. Tangiers was surrendered,

and the squadron departed for Algiers. The Dey refusing

to treat, the English squadron opened their fire on the bat

teries and town, but not having sufficient strength to reduce

it, the Earl of Mountagu departed for Lisbon, leaving Sir

John Lawson with a sufficient force to blockade the ports

and harass their trade. This object Sir John performed

so effectually, that in a short space the whole of the piratical

states were reduced to subjection. The strength of their

fastnesses, however, soon made those marauders forget their

promises, and in a short time they became as bad as ever.

Circumstances having occurred to lessen the peaceable

understanding between Holland and England, a squadron

wTas dispatched under Sir Robert Holmes to the western

coast of Africa, where he made reprisals upon the Dutch,

in consequence of certain infringements upon the charter

of the Royal African Company. The Dutch also sent a

large squadron thither, under Admiral De Ruyter, with the

design of making reprisals upon the English, and took

several forts, and obliged others to be demolished belong

ing to the African Company. In consequence of these

hostile proceedings, war was mutually proclaimed—by the

Dutch in January, and by the English in February, 1665.

1665.—A large fleet was accordingly fitted out, H. R. H.

James Duke of York having the chief command ; but having

under him many of those commanders, who, during the

preceding Dutch war, had performed such excellent service.

Sir William Penn was appointed " Great Captain Com

mander under his royal highness," Sir John Lawson,

Christopher Myngs, and Sir George Ayscue, Vice-Ad

mirals, and the captains were also selected on account of

their courage and experience.

On the 8th of March, the London, of 80 guns, bearing
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the flag of Sir John Lawson, unfortunately caught fire, and

blew up at the Nore, whereby 300 persons perished, and

the ship, one of the finest in the navy, was wholly destroyed.

Sir John Lawson, therefore, hoisted his flag in the Royal

Oak, 76. The fleet thus fitted out was one worthy of the

country to which it belonged, and we therefore furnish

an accurate list of it, drawn from oblivion by the valuable

researches of Mr. Granville Penn.

To this grand fleet the Dutch opposed one equally

powerful, and committed the command of it to the Heer

Wassenaer, Baron Opdam, having under him the two

Evertzens and Cornelius Tromp, with the best seamen

Holland could boast. The English fleet put to sea in

April, and stood over to Holland ; but meeting with bad

weather, returned to Solebay, where it had anchored

in the morning of the 1st of June. The Dutch fleet

had sailed from Holland on the 13th or 14th of the pre

ceding month ; but although the English fleet had been

also cruising for some time previously, it was only now

that the two formidable bodies were drawn together.

We must here beg to draw the particular attention of our

readers to an important fact, which, although shrewdly

guessed at by Admiral Ekins in his work on Naval Battles,

has been clearly brought to light through the means of the

talented author of the " Memorials of Penn." We allude to

the evolution, usually understood to have been first prac

tised by the late Lord Rodney, called breaking the line.

That this movement was effectually and designedly per

formed on this occasion by the English fleet, it shall, there

fore, be our object to prove. At noon on the 1st of June,

the Dutch fleet hove in sight off the English coast, and a

large number of colliers having shortly before joined, from

which the greatest part of the crews were taken to man the

English fleet, the Duke of York immediately put to sea. The

Dutch fleet was then supposed to consist of 110 sail, and ten

fire-ships. The wind was light from south-east, and the

Dutch fleet bore from the English about east-south-east,

a bearing which the Dutch endeavoured to keep, in order to

insure a port of refuge on their own coasts. After work

ing to windward all that day, and during the night, drop
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ping their anchors when the tide set against them—the

Dutch fleet, on the morning of the 2nd, was still five leagues

to windward. The chase continued all that day also,

without altering in a great measure the relative positions

of the fleets : but in the evening one of the Dutch ships

caught fire, and caused some confusion in their line.

The chase continued all night with some advantage to

the English, but early in the morning of the 3rd of June

the wind changed to south-west, which gave to the English,

by tacking, the weather-gage ; but the Dutch, unwilling to

surrender the advantage, tacked also. The English line was

then formed on the larboard tack, extending several miles,

Prince Rupert's being the van division, the Duke of York's

the centre, and the Earl of Sandwich in the rear. Opdam,

also, was stationed in the centre of the Dutch line, Corne

lius Tromp leading the van. The van ships of the Dutch

commenced firing upon the centre of the English line at

3h. a. m., and a vigorous cannonade ensued, which extended

throughout the Dutch van and rear of the English as they

passed on opposite tacks ; but the Swiftsure bore the prin

cipal part of the encounter, and one of the English rear

ships was cut off by the Dutch. At 6h. a. m. the English

fleet again tacked by signal, as did also the Dutch, and as

the two fleets again closed, the action recommenced. The

Dutch had gained a little in their last tack, but not being

able or willing to cut the English line, bore up and passed

to leeward again, as they had done before. The English

admiral now made the signal for his rear to tack,* the

sooner to close with the enemy ; but this not being well

performed, some little admixture of ships occurred. The

English line was, however, well formed, which Vice-Ad

miral Sir John Lawson led, followed, two or three ships only

astern, by the Royal Charles. It was at lh. p.m. that the

van of the Dutch, having again tacked, weathered upon the

leading English ships ; but although the Dutch had so far

* We are inclined to think, in reference to the evolution of tacking,

that (from the immense number of ships which would render tacking

by succession the work of almost a day), the fleet always tacked toge

ther, and consequently, that each time the line was reversed.
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carried their point, the defeat they met with was entirely

owing to it, for so says the " Narration," published in 1 665 :

" We passed so near about the middle of them, that we

divided their fleet." The action then became very close

and animated, the ships engaging yard-arm and yard-

arm. The Royal Oak, commanded by the brave Lawson

(to whom it is highly probable the honour of first execut

ing that decisive evolution is due), did excellent service, and

the Royal Charles engaged Opdam's ship, with such effect,

that about 3h. p. m. she caught fire, and blew up with the

admiral and all on board. The van of the Dutch fleet,

without attempting to succour the rear, thus cut off, made

the best of their way into the Texel, followed by as many

ships as could join them, leaving the English in full pos

session of a decisive victory.

Whether the English ships which passed through the

Dutch line tacked immediately afterwards is not clearly

stated ; but the vast number of ships engaged, and the

fact that the principal accounts furnished are evidently

written by landsmen, prevent our thoroughly ascertaining

this point.

The loss to the Dutch is recorded to have been as fol

lows :—Opdam's ship, the Concord, of 84 guns and 500

men, and the Orange Tree, of 76 guns, blown up: four

ships having got foul of each other, burnt by an English

fire-ship—they were the Couverden, of 60 guns, bearing

the flag of Vice-admiral Campen ; Prince Maurice, 50, De

Wit ; Utrecht, 44, Jacq. Houdaert ; and the fourth, a 40 gun

ship, name not known. Three other ships, the Marseveen,

of 78 guns, De Reus ; Tergoes, 48, Gerbrand Boes ; and

Swanenburg, 30, Cornelius Cuyper, also fouled, and were

burned by another fire-ship. The principal ships taken

were the Meus, 46 ; Zelaadia, 44 ; Carolus V., 53 ; Delft,

32 ; and the Nagelboom, 52. Their whole loss may be

summed up as it was by the son of Sir W. Penn : " 24 ships

taken, burnt, and sunk ; 2,500 prisoners, besides the slain

and wounded ;" supposed by Coventry in all to amount to

8,000, and by others rated at 6,000 men. Among the

Dutch commanders killed, besides the great admiral of
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Holland, Opdam, Lieutenant-Admirals Cortenaer and Stel-

lingworth, and Vice-admiral Schram, also fell.

The loss to the English was very severe, and many per

sons of distinction fell. Rear-Admiral Sansum and the

Earl of Marlborough, a brave seaman, who commanded the

Old James, of 68 guns, were killed. Captains John Alle-

son, or Ableson, of the Guinea, and Robert Kirby, of the

Breda, also fell ; and among the volunteers, the Earl of

Portland, Earl of Falmouth, Lord Muskerry, and Mr. Boyle,

second son of the Earl of Cork, who, standing together, were

killed by one shot on board the Royal Charles. Vice-Admiral

Sir John Lawson was wounded in the knee ; but although

the wound was at first deemed of little consequence, yet

he died of it on the 25th of the same month, at Greenwich.

The total number killed is stated at 250, and the wounded

at 340, and one ship lost.

With the exception of a disastrous attempt made by

Captain Tiddiman on the 3rd and 4th of August, upon a

Dutch convoy in the port of Bergen, no other event of a

warlike nature occurred during the year. The Hector,

Captain Cuttle, one of the English ships, was sunk by the

fire of the Dutch, with her captain and crew, all except 25,

and Captains Seale, Utber, Hayward, Lawson, Cadman,

Pierce, and Lambert, with many men, also fell sacrifices to

the indiscreet nature of the attack. Four Dutch ships of

war and ten merchant ships were taken in the following

month by the same commander.

1666.—In the succeeding year, the Dutch, having re

covered from their severe losses, again fitted out their fleet,

and gave the command of it to De Ruyter, Cornelius Tromp,

and Evertzen ; the English fleet was also fitted out in equal

force, but, unfortunately for the British nation, two admi

rals, the Duke of Albemarle (better known as George

Monk) and Prince Rupert, shared the command between

them. This was the more unfortunate, as a good feeling

had never existed between these men, and the sequel

proved how greatly that want of unanimity injured the pub

lic service. The English fleet, which, with the exception of

the squadron of Prince Rupert, which was drawn from the

main body by a false report of the sailing of a French fleet

VOL. I. E



50 [1666.BATTLES OF

to join the Dutch, was lying on the 1st of June at the

back of the Goodwin, expecting to be rejoined by Prince

Rupert, weighed in order to proceed to the westward ; but

at 7h. a.m. the signal was made for the Dutch fleet's being

to leeward, in number 80 sail, or, according to Lediard,

71 sail of the line, 12 frigates, 13 fire-ships, and 8 yachts,

carrying 4,716 guns, and 22,000 men. The English, on

the contrary, amounted to no more than 60 ships. Monk

unadvisedly immediately bore down on the Dutch, which re

mained at anchor until the English were close upon them,

when they cut or slipped, and stood under easy sail to the

northward on the larboard tack.

The wind was blowing fresh from south-west, and in

accordance with the usual practice of keeping the weather

gage, so the English maintained it, although the ships

were unable to open their lower deck ports. The Dutch, on

the other hand, were enabled to open their weather ports,

and therefore committed great slaugbter and damage on the

English ships. The action was desperate ; Tromp's ship

was so much injured, that he shifted his flag to another;

De Ruyter, also, was severely handled, and one Dutch

ship was blown up. At the latter end of this day's fight

the ship of the gallant Sir John Harman, Rear-Admiral of the

White, was surrounded by Dutch ships, one commanded by

Admiral Evertzen, but performed prodigies of valour. Ad

miral Evertzen was killed, and three of the ships, which

appear to have been fire-ships, were sunk. Sir John

Harman's ship was reduced to an unmanageable state, and

himself severely wounded ; and, having beaten off his ene

mies, he was obliged to make for Harwich. Sir William

Berkeley, Vice-Admiral of the White, was not so fortunate,

for with two of his ships he was attacked by an overpower

ing force, himself and most part of his crew killed, and the

three vessels taken.* Night coming on, the fleets separated.

The next day the wind was moderate, and for one part

calm ; this interim was occupied by both parties in refitting

* The Dutch, with a fine, honourable feeling, embalmed the body

of Sir William Berkeley, and placed it in the chapel of the great

church at the Hague, to await the pleasure of King Charles as to its

disposal.
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the rigging, &c, the English, especially, being much shat

tered. Shortly after noon, the wind coming from the south

ward, the fleets closed, and the action recommenced with

equal vigour. Tromp was again hard pressed, and must

have been captured, had not De Ruyter rescued him, and

the Dutch vice-admiral, Hulst, was killed by a musket-

ball. The Dutch were at one time nearly beaten, and had

the squadron of Prince Rupert been present, as it ought to

have been, a decisive victory would then have been obtained.

On this day three English ships were disabled, and night

again separated the combatants.

On the 3rd the wind sprung up from the eastward, and

the Dutch, reinforced by 16 fresh ships, bore down to

attack the English. Under these circumstances, the Duke

of Albemarle bore up, in the hope of falling in with Prince

Rupert. The fleet retreated in good order, having 16

ships in line abreast to protect the rear, and the disabled

ships ahead. The Dutch pursued under all sail, but could

not get up until 5h. p.m., when they commenced firing, but

to very little purpose. Before that time, however, 20

sail were descried ahead, which proved to be Prince Rupert's

squadron ; but in edging down, the sooner to effect a junc

tion, the largest British ships touched on the Galloper

sands. All went over the sands except the Royal Prince,

78, bearing Vice-admiral Sir George Ayscue's flag; and

that ship being left, was taken possession of by the Dutch,

and the admiral and crew being first removed, she was set

fire to and wholly destroyed. Night again coming on, and

Prince Rupert having joined, the Dutch hauled their wind,

followed by the English; and on the 4th, between eight and

nine o'clock, the battle was again renewed.

Sir Christopher Mings was the first to commence, and

he and the headmost ships engaged the Dutch until no

longer in a condition to do so, when he bore up.

This brave officer received a musket-ball in the throat,

but he could not be prevailed upon to quit the deck, nor to

have the wound dressed, stopping the bleeding with his

hand ; but half-an-hour afterwards he received another

wound, also in the neck, of which he shortly expired.

Sir Joseph Jordan had his flag in the Royal Oak, and

e 2
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that gallant old seaman shared in these hard-fought bat

tles, having upwards of 100 men killed and wounded in the

four days ; and although the victories leaned rather to the

side of the Dutch, yet the fault was not that of such men

as he was : one vice-admiral's ship was hoarded and set on

fire by his ship.

Most of the English ships, on the whole, were greatly

disabled, and nine or ten ships were taken or destroyed.

The loss in men was also very severe, amounting, according

to Evelyn, to 600 killed, 1,100 wounded, and 2,000 pri

soners ; but had a proper feeling existed between the two

commanders-in-chief, or had Monk been a sailor, little

doubt is entertained but that a complete victory, instead

of a partial defeat, would have been obtained.

Notwithstanding these great losses, both fleets were

again at sea in the course of a few weeks ; but the Dutch

being the first out of port, paraded in great numbers off the

mouth of the Thames. From their threatening attitude,

however, they were soon driven by the approach of the

English fleet, which, by dint of great industry, was again

equipped, and commanded, as before, by Prince Rupert and

the Duke of Albemarle, only that in this instance both

were embarked in the same ship. The fleet, as recorded by

Pepys, in his Diary, from Sir W. Coventry's statement, con

sisted of 89 men-of-war, and but one of them a fifth- rate

(the Sweepstakes, of 40 guns), and 1 8 fire-ships. The Loyal

London, which bore Sir Jeremiah Smith's flag, was con

sidered the finest ship in the world, and carried 800 men.

The flag-officers were, Sir Thomas Allen, Sir Jeremiah

Smith, Sir Joseph Jordan, Sir Robert Holmes, Sir Thomas

Tiddiman, and Sir Edward Spragge ; and Captains Utbert

and Kempthorne also bore flags. The Dutch fleet wanted

one ship of being equal with the English, and was com

manded, as before, by De Ruyter, Tromp, and Evertzen.

On the 25th of July the fleets met off* the North Fore

land. The action was commenced by the white squadron,

under Sir Thomas Allen, who at noon engaged Evertzen's

squadron ; and shortly afterwards the red squadron also

engaged De Ruyter, and the fight continued three hours

with varied success. Evertzen's squadron was put to flight
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by Sir Thomas Allen, Evertzen, with his vice and rear-

admirals, De Vries and Coenders, being killed. Vice-

Admiral Bancquert's ship was taken, but was afterwards

burnt, as was also the Sneik, of 50 guns. The red squadron,

under Prince Rupert and the duke, was also successful : the

Guelderland, of 66 guns, De Ruyter's second astern, was

disabled, and his squadron was so hardly pressed, that,

being deserted by most of his ships, De Ruyter at length

bore up, and joined his squadron to leeward. Tromp's

squadron was attacked with equal vigour by Sir Jeremiah

Smith and the blue squadron, and so eager were the com

batants, that both edged off the wind, and separated from

the main body of the fleets. Tromp's rear-admiral,

Houtuyn, was killed, and his vice-admiral's ship re

duced almost to a wreck, having lost upwards of 100

men, killed and wounded. On the part of the English, the

Resolution was burnt by a Dutch fire-ship. The whole of

the Dutch were defeated, and pursued into the Weilings,

none lamenting the necessity more than De Ruyter : 20

of their ships are reported to have been sunk or burnt, and

4,000 men killed and drowned in this action.

The English fleet continued off the coast, destroying the

Dutch shipping, and on the 8th of August Sir Robert

Holmes, with a number of fire-ships, was dispatched to

destroy a large fleet of merchant vessels at the Vlie and at

Schelling. The wind not being favourable, the expedition

worked up with some difficulty to the anchorage at Schel-

ling, where, on the 9th, they destroyed 160 Dutch mer

chant ships, and two ships of war. The English then

landed and committed great ravages upon the island, losing

only six men altogether.

The Dutch, under De Ruyter, again persevered, and put

to sea with 79 ships, with which they passed Dover on

their way to Rochelle, where a French fleet of 40 sail was

lying ready to join them. Prince Rupert, hearing that De

Ruyter was again at sea, pursued him with a superior

force, and chased him into Boulogne roads. The Dutch,

to avoid fighting, hauled their ships so close in shore, that

the English could not easily approach with the large ships,

but preparations were making for attacking them with
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boats and fire-ships ; but a heavy gale coming on, drove

Prince Rupert off the coast, and obliged him to proceed

to St. Helen's. In the meanwhile, the French fleet from

Rochelle had put to sea, but being separated in the gale,

Sir Thomas Allen fell in with a part, and captured the

Ruby, of 1,000 tons and 70 guns. The French admiral,

wanting an excuse to return to port, deemed this suf

ficient, and relinquished his intention of joining the

Dutch ; the Dutch also returned into port. This, with

the exception of a few actions of a trivial nature, finished

the year's war; but so much had the Dutch trade suffered,

that a treaty of peace was set on foot.
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CHAPTER V.

1GG7—1674.

While the treaty of peace was negotiating at Breda, De

Witte was putting in force a treacherous proceeding,

which, happily for Dutch honour, has not many, although it

has some equals in their history. Unfortunately for the

dignity of England, King Charles was surrounded by some

of its direst enemies, who instilled into the royal ear their

baneful advice. The consequence was, that although the

magazines and storehouses of our dock-yards were well

supplied, and ships in sufficient number, Charles was per

suaded that nothing was to be feared from the Dutch, but

that they were much disposed to peace. Although they

were known to possess a large fleet ready for sea, only two

small squadrons were fitted out ; the command of one being

given to Sir John Harman, with which he sailed to the West

Indies in March, to protect the English settlements, and

of the other to Sir Jeremiah Smith.

On the 10th of May, being off St. Christopher's with

only 12 frigates, Sir John Harman fell in with the French

and Dutch squadrons united, commanded by M. de la

Barre and Commodore Kruysen, and together consisting of

22 ships, having 1,300 soldiers on board. Sir John Harman

about the time of this action was lame, and in great pain with

the gout ; yet, upon the discovery of the enemy's fleet, he

got up and walked about, and gave his orders as usual,

till the fight was over, when he again became lame. The

great inferiority of his force was not considered, but

the brave admiral immediately closed with his adversaries.

The English ships were surrounded ; but being well sup

ported by all his officers, Sir John Harman obtained a

complete victory, and succeeded in burning five or six of
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their ships, and in sinking several others. The Dutch

commodore was so dissatisfied with the conduct of the

French upon this occasion, that he departed from St. Kitt's

in disgust, leaving the French at anchor there, which Sir

John Harman taking advantage of, entered the harbour,

and there burnt and sunk every remaining ship, with the

loss to himself of only 80 men. Sir John concluded with

retaking Surinam from the Dutch,

On the 7th of June, De Ruyter, with 70 ships, appeared

off the entrance of the Thames, and sent in a squadron to

attack Sheerness. Sir Edward Spragge was stationed in

the river, with a small squadron, and hearing of the medi

tated attack, he drew together such forces as he could

obtain, to prevent that town from falling into their hands; but

the garrison being ill prepared, he was unable to offer any

effectual resistance. The fort was therefore taken, and

the magazines of stores burnt and plundered. On the

11th of June the Duke of Albemarle arrived at Chatham,

but there, also, was found the fatal result of the bad policy

of the King. Scarcely 1,000 men were in the King's pay

in the dock-yards, and those so distracted by the near

approach of the enemy, that little could be done. The

boats and vessels belonging to the yard were employed

more in removing the property of the commissioner and

others to a place of safety, than in preparing to resist the

invasion. Every thing was disorder and confusion, and all

that could be done was to raise two temporary batte

ries, which were constructed of rotten planks, which were

speedily manned ; a party under Captain Winton, was next

dispatched to strengthen the garrison of Upnor Castle.

The duke then proceeded to sink ships in the Medway, to

prevent the further progress of the Dutch ships ; but these

offered no obstacle to the Dutch, for a high tide and a

strong easterly wind carried their ships over.

At about lOh. a. m. on the 12th, the enemy approached

with two ships of war, and five or six fire-ships, with

which they took the Unity, Matthias, and Crane, in their

way up the Medway, reaching as far as Upnor Castle.

On Thursday morning, Upnor Castle, in expectation of

being besieged, was well garrisoned. Two ships fired
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upon the Castle for some time without doing much damage,

while several fire-ships advanced further up, where they

burnt the Loyal London, the Great James, and the Royal

Oak, and carried off the Royal Charles in triumph, after

which the Dutch ships retired, without doing any further

injury. The Dutch got safe out to sea again, with the loss

of two small ships only.

On the 29th of July, 20 ships of the Dutch fleet, still

blockading the river Thames, ventured up as far as the

Hope, at which place Sir Edward Spragge and Sir Joseph

Jordan, with a few ships, were lying, who instantly got

under weigh, and began to engage them. Sir Edward drove

the Dutch back as far as the Nore, and deeply must those old

commanders have regretted the paucity of their force, which

obliged them then to relinquish the pursuit. One Dutch

fire-ship was burnt in the river. Another attempt made by

the Dutch to advance up the river was also defeated by the

bravery of Sir Edward Spragge, who, in return, attacked

them in the Hope, and obliged them to retreat. In the

course of a few days, on the conclusion of a peace, the

Dutch withdrew from the river, and returned to their own

coasts.

Sir Jeremiah Smith, in the meantime, had not been idle ;

for, cruising in the North Sea, he captured a vast number of

merchant vessels, and also a ship of war.

About this time, Captain Henry Dawes who commanded

the Elizabeth frigate, engaged two Danish men-of-war, of

40 guns each. Captain Dawes was killed by a cannon ball,

and the lieutenant being desperately wounded, the com

mand devolved on the master, who also soon shared the

fate of the captain ; to whom succeeded the gunner, who,

with the remaining crew, still continued the action, and

carried the ship safely into port.

1668.—During the year 1668, Sir Thomas Allen, with a

squadron, chastised the piratical states, and, in conjunc

tion with a Dutch force under Van Ghent, reduced them to

entire subjection.

1669.—In the month of December, 1669, as the Mary

Rose, a third-rate, carrying 48 guns, with a crew of 230

men, commanded by Captain John Kempthorne, was con
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voying a fleet of merchant ships through the Straits of

Gibraltar, seven large Algerine corsairs, full of men, stood

towards her. Captain Kempthorne ordered the convoy to

make sail, while he, single-handed, advanced to engage this

formidable force. The Algerines attacked the Mary Rose

with much fury, and boarded her ; but were beaten off with

considerable loss. His son, Captain Kempthorne, also,

shortly afterwards, being in the command of the King

fisher, of 46 guns, was set upon in a like manner ; but the

vessels were even of greater force. A fight which lasted

several hours ensued, at the expiration of which, the Alge

rines were beaten, and made off ; but the Kingfisher

suffered very severely, having her captain so badly wounded

that he shortly afterwards died.*

1672.—The peace continued till the year 1672, when

it appearing desirable to quarrel with the Dutch, Sir Robert

Holmes was ordered to intercept their homeward-bound

Smyrna fleet, and upon the pretence of demanding the

homage of the flag, which it was known would be resisted,

to capture them. The Dutch fleet, consisting of 72 sail of

merchant ships, under the convoy of six ships of war, arrived

in the Channel earlier than was anticipated, and Sir Robert

Holmes had only sufficient time to take with him seven or

eight ships, with which, on the 13th of March, he fell in

with them off the Isle of Wight. The Dutch being fully

prepared, he met with no great success, and was himself

severely wounded. He, however, continued all day engag

ing them, and on the next day captured a ship of 54 guns,

Captain John Van Nes, who was killed ; and this, with

two or three small ships, formed all the advantage which

accrued. King Charles shortly afterwards ordered all Dutch

ships to be seized, and on the 1 7th of March published his

declaration of war.

Sir Edward Spragge was successful in an expedition

* The above is as recorded by Campbell ; but there is an original

picture representing one of these engagements, now in the painted hall

at Greenwich, underneath which are the following lines :—

" Two we burnt, and two we sunk, and two did runaway ;

And one we carried to Leghorn roads, to show we'd won the da^ "
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against the Algerines, nine of whose ships, of from 24 to

30 guns, he destroyed in their harbour.

The English being joined in their war by the French, a

fleet of 40 ships, under Count d'Estrees, arrived at Ports

mouth on the 3rd of May, where the English fleet, of

nearly 100 sail, was also lying, under the command of the

Duke of York : the Earl of Sandwich being admiral of the

blue squadron. This large fleet shortly afterwards put to

sea, and on the 19th of May discovered the Dutch fleet

about eight leagues east-south-east of the gunfleet ; but

thick weather came on, and the combined fleet anchored in

Solebay, where it remained till the 28th, when the Dutch

unexpectedly made their appearance in the offing. Many

ships were obliged to cut their cables, so much were they

taken by surprise, and the utmost speed was necessary to

enable them to get ready to receive the enemy. The Dutch

fleet consisted of 75 large ships and 40 frigates, commanded

by Do Ruyter, Branckert, and Van Ghent.

The fight commenced at Sh. a. m. by an attack upon

Count d'Estrees by Bancquert. The French conducted

themselves with much bravery at the outset, but in a short

time bore up and quitted the fight. The Duke of York's

squadron was next assailed by De Ruyter, and the St. Mi

chael, the ship bearing his royal highness's flag, lost her

main-topmast, and was injured so that the duke thought it

necessary to shift his flag to the Loyal London.

Edward Mountagu, Earl of Sandwich, at the head of the

blue squadron, conducted himself with that exemplary

bravery which so often graces our annals. His flag was

flying in the Royal James, of 100 guns, which, being the

largest ship present, was the mark for which every ship

aimed. The Great Holland, 80, Captain Brackel, first

attacked her, and was soon supported by Van Ghent and a

squadron of fire-ships. The Great Holland laid the Royal

James alongside, and endeavoured to board, while Van

Ghent also attacked her, and against these numerous ene

mies the conflict was maintained for a long time. Van

Ghent was killed, three Dutch fire-ships sunk, and the

Great Holland at length beaten off with the loss of her

captain and most of the officers, as well as two-thirds of
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her crew killed or wounded. For near five hours was the

Royal James thus closely beset, and being greatly damaged,

and having lost many of her spars, she fell to leeward of

her squadron, who were for the time too closely pressed to

attend to her. At length a Dutch fire-ship boarded her,

and set her on fire. At this time, of 1,000 men who had

composed her crew at the commencement of the action,

600 were lying dead on the deck ; the remainder, unable to

extinguish the flames, except some few who escaped,

perished in the ship, the Earl of Sandwich among the num

ber. Sir Richard Haddock, her captain, was picked up out

of the sea, although badly wounded.

The confusion caused by the death of Van Ghent made

it necessary for the Dutch to withdraw from the contest,

which gave the blue squadron an opportunity of uniting

with the Duke of York's, at that time attacked by the

squadrons of Bancquert and De Ruyter united. Thus

reinforced, the Duke of York was enabled to make some

impression upon the Dutch. Cornelius Evertzen was

killed, and De Ruyter and his rear-admiral, Allemand, nar

rowly escaped destruction from a fire-ship.

At the present day, or at least in those of the late war,

fire-ships were found, for the most part, useless ; but in

the times of which we are treating, they must have been

regarded as enemies of no small power, as, from the vast

number of ships which then commonly composed the fleets,

much injury was almost certain to result from their em

ployment.

De Ruyter was wounded, and his ship disabled, with the

loss of 150 men killed, so that she was obliged to quit the

combat. The squadron, late Van Ghent's, being restored

to some order, then made sail to the support of De Ruy-

ter's and Tromp's squadrons, and the fury of the fight was

renewed ; but the French, with scarcely a scratch, still

kept at a distance. At about nine at night the fire slack

ened, and as both fleets had suffered severely, a separation

took place, as if by mutual consent, the Dutch retiring to

the northward unmolested. The loss on both sides seems

to have been nearly equal. The English had four ships

burnt, sunk, or disabled, among which number was the
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Royal James ; and the Dutch lost three of their largest

ships, one sunk, a second burnt, and a third captured, be

sides the Great Holland reduced to a sinking state.

But the loss in men proves more clearly how desperate

the action was. Besides the Earl of Sandwich, there were

slain, Captains Digby, of the Henry ; Pearce, of the St.

George ; Waterworth, of the Anne ; Sir Fretcheville

Holies, of the Cambridge ; Sir John Fox, of the Prince ;

and Hannam, of the Triumph : and of volunteers, Lord

Maidstone, Mr. Montagu, Sir Philip Carteret, Sir Charles

Harboard, Mr. Trevanion, and many others ; and of other

officers and seamen, 2,500, and as many wounded. The

Dutch did not publish any list of their loss, but De Iluyter

described the action in his letter as the hardest fought bat

tle he had ever witnessed. No other action was fought

during the year.

1673.—In the following spring an insufficient fleet was

fitted out, and the command given to Prince Rupert—the

Duke of York being excluded, by the Test Act recently

passed, from holding the command. Party feeling appears

to have deprived the fleet of the services of several talented

admirals, and great discontent prevailed everywhere. The

Count d'Estrees, with his fleet, was still nominally attached

to the English fleet, but it would appear, from the concur

rent testimony of historians, that they would have better

served England by remaining in their own ports.

The fleets on this occasion (28th May) were nearly equal.

Sir John Harman was admiral under Prince Rupert, and

Sir Edward Spragge commanded the blue squadron. The

combined squadrons being to windward, bore down upon

the Dutch, and Sir Edward Spragge, in the Royal Prince,

gallantly attacked Tromp. Tromp was thrice obliged to

shift his flag, the ships he fought in being disabled. The

Dutch were so furiously attacked, that they were under the

necessity of retreating, taking refuge among the sands oft0

their coasts, where they knew the English would not fol

low them.

No further fight occurred till the 4th of June, when,

being reinforced by a number of fresh ships, the Dutch

again put to sea. The English, in order to draw the
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Dutch off the coast, made sail away : but at 5h. p.m., having

shortened sail to let the Dutch close, an action began. Sir

Edward Spragge and Tromp, as usual, vied with each other

in acts of bravery, and their squadrons engaged ship to ship,

with great slaughter on both sides. The fight lasted till

lOh. p.m., when the Dutch hauled their wind, and discon

tinued it, retiring, as before, to the shelter of their own flats.

Neither fleet lost a ship in this battle.

The combined fleet having landed their wounded men,

and slightly refitted, again put to sea on the 1 7th of June,

having on board 4,000 troops, intending to make a descent

upon the coast of Zealand. The fleet arrived off the

Maese, but, without landing, distracted the attention of the

Dutch by parading before their coast, and taking a rich

Indiaman in their sight. The Dutch fleet bore this for a

fortnight, when it again put to sea in great force—more

than 100 sail—while the combined fleet, of which 30 were

French, consisted only of 90 ships. The Dutch having

manoeuvred in the night to get in shore of the combined

fleet, and, on the morning of the 10th of August, having

the weather gage, bore down to the attack. The French,

which, it appears, had previously been distributed among

the English ships, were on this occasion in a separate

squadron, and at the first onset made sail away, leaving the

English to fight the battle by themselves. The English

admiral, thus deserted, found it advisable to retreat towards

his own shores, but in good order, and a running fight of

great effect was kept up. Tromp and Spragge, as before,

singled out each other's ships, the former in the Golden

Lion, the latter in the Royal Prince, and these two ships

gallantly engaged ; Spragge having backed his main topsail

to wait Tromp's coming up. After severe fighting for three

hours, the Royal Prince was disabled ; but Spragge, undis

mayed, took his boat, and went on board the St. George,

where he rehoisted his flag. Before Sir Edward quitted

the Royal Prince she was wholly dismasted, most of her

upper tier of guns disabled, and 400 out of the 750 men

who had composed her crew killed or wounded. In this

situation a large ship bore down on her with two fire-

ships, intending to take or destroy her ; but the gunner,
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Mr. Richard Leake, father to the subsequently-renowned Sir

John Leake, took command of the ship, which, it is said,

was about to be surrendered by the lieutenant, sunk the

fire-ships, obliged the man-of-war to sheer off, and pre

served the ship from capture. Tromp also, about the same

time, changed his flag into the Comet, and these compara

tively fresh ships renewed the fight with the utmost fury.

The St. George, after engaging some time, lost her main

mast, and the determined Spragge again took to his barge,

intending to go on board the Royal Charles ; but in this he

was disappointed, for he had hardly quitted the St. George

when the barge was sunk by a shot, and he was drowned

close alongside the ship.

Lord Ossory and Sir John Kempthorne, also, particularly

distinguished themselves. The fight continued unabated

till night closed in, when the Dutch quitted the action and

returned to their own coast.

Of ships, the loss to the English was inconsiderable ; but

from their being full of troops, the slaughter was very

great : historians, however, are silent upon this point.

There is little doubt that had the French done ever so

little in support of their confederates, a complete victory

might have been obtained over the enemy ; but, as the

matter stands, it would be vain to deny the victory to the

Dutch, although they carried off no trophy of it to exhibit.

At the same time, we cannot attribute the conduct of

d'Estrees to pusillanimity, but rather to the nature of the

orders he received from his government ; nor the misfor

tune of the English to any other cause than the folly of

depending on an ally who had so repeatedly evinced a

lukewarmness, from which nothing but desertion in time of

need ought to have been expected. A treaty of peace was

shortly afterwards set on foot, and a peace concluded.

We must next record a chivalrous battle between Cap

tain (son of Sir John) Harman, in the Tiger, and the

Schaerles, Dutch ship, of 36 guns, fought while the above

treaty was negotiating. The story is thus narrated by

Campbell : " The Schaerles, Captain De Witte, of 36 guns

and 140 men, met with Captain Harman in the Tiger, a

small English frigate, which had been careening at Tan
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giers, and came with him to Cadiz. The Spaniards jesting

with Captain De Witte, and telling him that he durst not

fight the English captain, and that this made them so good

friends, Admiral Evertz heard it, and thereupon told De

Witte that he must, for the honour of his nation, challenge

Captain Harman. He did so, and his admiral lent him 60

mariners and 70 soldiers. Captain Harman had but 184

men in all ; however, he stood out to sea, and fairly en

gaged the Dutch frigate in sight of the town. Their ships

were within pistol-shot before either fired, and then Cap

tain Harman's broadside brought down the Dutchman's

main-mast, and killed and wounded fourscore men. The

English captain followed up his advantage, entered the

enemy's vessel with his resolute - crew, and became master

of the ship in an hour's time ; but she was quite disabled,

and had 140 men killed and wounded. The English had

only nine killed and 15 wounded, one of whom was the

brave Harman, by a musket shot, which went in at his left

eye and out between the ear and jaw-bone ; but from which

he perfectly recovered."

The peace with Holland was concluded February 9, 1 674 :

the Dutch covenanting that not only separate ships, but

that whole fleets, should strike their sails to any fleet, or

single ship, carrying the King's flag, as well as to pay a full

compensation in money for the war.
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CHAPTER VI.

1676—1700.

1676.—On the 16th of January Sir John Narborough,

who had been dispatched with a squadron for the purpose

of punishing the still-continued piracies of the corsairs of

Tripoli, arrived off that place. The nature of Sir John's

instructions directing him to try the effects of negotiation

upon the Dey, Lieutenant (afterwards Sir Cloudesley)

Shovel was ordered to land and wait upon him ; at the same

time he was to make observations on their strength, &c

But the Dey, despising the youth of Mr. Shovel, treated

him with much disrespect, and sent him back with an in

definite answer. On his return to the ship he reported

what he had observed to the admiral ; but he was sent

again with a second message, which was still more uncour-

teously received. He, however, made such remarks upon

the position of the shipping, that on his return he assured

the admiral of the practicability of burning them. Accord

ingly, on the 4th of March, in the middle of the night, the

boats of the squadron were dispatched, under the orders of

Lieutenant Shovel, to attempt the destruction of the ships in

the port. The boats entered unperceived and took the

guard-ship ; they then proceeded undiscovered towards four

other ships, mounting 50, 36, 24, and 20 guns. The boats'

crews boarded and carried them all, and having set them on

fire, departed, without the loss of a man. The boldness of

this measure so terrified the Regent of Tripoli, that he im

mediately sued for peace ; yet the terms not being agree

able, and the treaty in consequence delayed, Sir John Nar

borough cannonaded the town, and, landing a party of men,

burnt a magazine of timber. Sir John then sailed to Malta,

and returning thither again suddenly, induced the regent to

VOL. I. F
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enter into a treaty to quit his piratical proceedings ; but

the presence of an English squadron was continually neces

sary to enforce the proper performance of the same. This

was followed by a similar expedition, under Sir John, to

Algiers, where promises in abundance were obtained, but

which, like those of Tripoli, were never respected, unless

their fulfilment was occasionally enforced by the guns of a

man-of-war.

1689.—On the 29th of April, as the fleet under the

command of Admiral Herbert (afterwards Earl of Tor-

rington), consisting of eight third-rates, ten fourth-rates,

one fifth-rate—in all 19 sail of the line—and two tenders,

was cruizing off the coast of Ireland, near Kinsale, a

strange fleet was discovered on a wind, apparently making

for that harbour. Admiral Herbert, who was then to wind

ward, also stood in for Kinsale, to succour that place.

On the 30th the French fleet was not in sight, but infor

mation being received that it had gone to Baltimore, Admi

ral Herbert bore up for that place ; and not finding it there,

he continued steering to the westward, and in the evening

the French fleet was discovered to the westward of Cape

Clear. Admiral Herbert made sail after them, but the

French succeeded in getting into Bantry Bay, and anchored.

The English fleet remained in the offing all night ; but on

the morning of the 1st of May stood into the bay where

the enemy lay. Upon seeing the English, the French fleet,

consisting of 28 men-of-war, of from 60 to 70 guns, and

five fire-ships, under the command of Admiral Renaud, in

stantly got under way, and bore down in a line close to

the English. The action was commenced by the French

with the leading ship of the English line—the Defiance—and

as other ships got near enough, a smart fight took place.

Admiral Herbert endeavoured in vain to get the weather-

gage by tacking; but finding the French to maintain

the advantage, he made a stretch off-shore, in order, it is

said, to allow his ships to get into a line of battle. The

French fleet, however, though greatly superior in force, did

not pursue the English, and the latter having formed the

line, found it impracticable to work into the bay again that

night ; nor did Admiral Herbert think it prudent to make
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another attack the next day against a force so greatly su

perior, but remained off the port, so that the French might,

had they been so inclined, have renewed the action. The

loss on the part of the English in this skirmish amounted

to Captain Aylmer, of the Portland, and 94 seamen killed

and 250 wounded in the fleet.

French writers give a very different version of this

action, and one in particular, the author of the History of

the Rise and Progress of the Naval Power of England, has

the boldness to state that the English had 22 sail of the

line, and the French only 12, with a number of trans

ports.

Passing over a meeting of the French and English fleets,

the latter commanded by Admiral Henry Killegrew, and

also an equally indecisive one between the Earl of Torring-

ton and Count de Tourville in 1690, as well as several

others of minor importance, we proceed to the renowned

battle off La Hogue, in May, 1692.

1692.—At the commencement of this year a formidable

fleet was fitted out against the French, and the command

of it given to Admiral Edward Russel, (afterwards Earl of

Orford). This fleet was divided into the red and blue

squadrons, consisting of as follows :—

RED SQUADRON.

Gun Ship. I Gun Ship. 

60

70

 

 
Eagle

ith

70

Cambridge

Kent

Swiftsure

Hampton Court

Grafton

.Restoration

50

Centurion

vBonadventure

F 2
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BLUE SQUADRON.

Gun Ship.

100 Victory (flag)

Neptune

Albemarle

Windsor Castle

Vanguard

Duchess

Ossory

Duke

Cornwall

Royal Oak

* Resolution

Expedition

Northumberland

Berwick

Defiance

[Warspite

96

90 <^

80

74

70 1

Gun Ship.

Monmouth

Edgar

Stirling Castle

Suffolk

Essex

Hope

Monk

Lion

Montagu

Dreadnought

Woolwich

I* Advice

I Chatham

50 < Adventure

Crown

iDeptford

70 <^

60 <

54

Admiral Russel had his flag (union at the main) flying on

board the Britannia, having for his vice and rear-admirals

Sir Ralph Delaval and Sir Cloudesley Shovel. The blue

squadron was commanded by Admiral Sir John Ashby,

in the Victory ; Hon. George Rooke, vice-admiral, and

Richard Carter, Esq., rear-admiral. To this formidable

fleet, which carried 4,504 guns and 27,725 men, was united

a Dutch fleet of 36 ships, under Admiral Allemonde, car

rying 2,494 guns, and 12,950 men; total 99 ships, 6,998

guns, 40,675 men.

The French fleet, to which the combined fleet was op

posed, consisted of the following ships, according to a list

published by the French, just as Admiral De Tourville put

to sea :—

Gun Ship.

104

100

96

90

84

Soleil Royale

Dauphin

fAmbitieux

s Fulminant

LMerveilleux

rMonarque

Formidable

< Victorieux

I Orgueilleux

LAdmirable

{Grande

Foudroyant

St. Philip

Gun Ship.

84 <^

76

74

Conquerant

Florissant

Souveraine

Intrepide

Vainquer

Magnifique

Fier

Belliqueux

Terrible

Tonnant

Triomphant

Couronne

Pompeux



1692.] 69THE BRITISH NAVY.

Gun Ship.

74

70

64 (

CO

St. Esprit

Illustrieux

{Galliard

Serieux

Brilliant

Entreprenant

Amicable

f Content

Glorieux

Ecueil

Henry

Courtesan

Bourbon

Juste

rFurieux

Forte

<^ St. Michael

I Agreable

V. Diamant

Gun Ship.

CO

58

54

50

Siren

Assure

Apollo

St. Louis

Excellent

Arrogant

Prince

Brave

Sans Pareil

{ Entendue

{Courageux

Fleuron

Perle

fTemeraire

\Trident

fMacere

< Heureux Retour

[FideUe

seven smaller vessels, 26 armie en flute, and 14 others.

Whether the whole of the above force was engaged is

somewhat doubtful ; but the foregoing is from their own

statement previous to the action, and is therefore deserving

some credit. The design in assembling this fleet was to

place James on the throne of England.

On the 1 8th of May, the combined fleet of England and

Holland sailed from Spithead, in all 99 sail of the line,

probably the most powerful fleet that has ever been fitted

out. They had scarcely cleared the Isle of Wight, in

tending to stand over to the French coast, to harass the

French, and induce their fleet to put to sea, when at day

break on the morning of the 19th, Cape Barfleur bearing

south-west by south, the French fleet was descried to the

westward. The morning was hazy, and as it was doubtful

on which tack the enemy was, the rear or blue division was

ordered to tack to the northward. At about 4h. a.m., the

sun having dispersed the haze, the French fleet, consisting

of about seventy sail in all, was distinctly seen on the star

board tack, the same as the van and centre of the English,

and forming their line ; upon seeing which, the signal for

the rear to tack was annulled, and the admiral bore away

in his own ship to join the leewardmost ships, and form a
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line ahead in close order of sailing. It was 8h. a.m. before

the line was properly formed—the Dutch in the van, Ad

miral Russel in the centre, and Sir John Ashby in the rear.

By 9h. the French had stretched nearly as far to the south

ward as the combined fleet.

The wind continued from south-west, but was gradually

falling light, so that the French fleet might with ease have

delayed the engagement for the day, had the admiral so

pleased ; but, with a bravery which will ever do honour to

his nation, he waived the evident superiority of the enemy,

and at 10h. 30m. a.m. his fleet was observed to bear up

together. While the French fleet was thus bearing down

on the centre and rear of the English, Admiral Russel,

with equal chivalry, forbore to use an advantage he pos

sessed—that of firing upon the French as they advanced.

He ordered that the signal to engage the enemy should not

be given until De Tourville had taken his own distance ;

at the same time he ordered the van to tack to the north

ward. The French, therefore, were met by a force not

greatly superior, and advanced until within musket-shot of

the English line, when hauling up, Admiral De Tourville,

in the Soleil Royale, at 11h. 30m., opened fire upon the

Britannia.

The evolution of Tourville was more politic than at first

sight it may appear; and had it been carried out to its

proper extent, by cutting the English line, the probability

is that the English centre would have been annihilated

before the rear or van could have approached to its rescue,

as the light breeze of wind, in consequence of the firing,

had dwindled down to a calm ; but in bringing to to wind

ward the French admiral relinquished his advantage. For

an hour and a quarter these two ships, as well as the

whole of the red division, engaged, at the end of which

time the Soleil Royale was so much cut up in sails, rig

ging, and spars, that she ceased firing, and was towed out

of the action. Shortly after noon, there came on so thick

a fog, that the ships could not be distinguished from each

other, and the firing ceased. This fog lasted until the

evening, and from its being calm, the ships drifted with the
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tide, and to fire became hazardous, as a friend might have

been easily mistaken for an enemy.

Hitherto the rear ships had not at all participated in the

engagement, having been unable to get up on account of

the calm, although the boats of the ships were all ahead

towing. At 7h. p. m. Rear-admiral Carter's flag was ob

served from the Victory, which bore Sir John Ashby's

flag, and shortly afterwards the French admiral and part of

the French fleet was also seen, upon which a distant can

nonading took place, which lasted till 9h. 30m. r. m., when

each ship again lost sight of the other in the fog and dark

ness. Four of the enemy's ships were burnt by fire-ships.

In the course of the night, a light air of wind sprung up

from the eastward, and the combined fleet made sail to the

north-west, in hopes of falling in with the French on the

next morning. The French fleet are generally supposed to

have anchored with all their sails set, knowing that

the wind was not sufficient to enable them to stem the

flood tide, which the combined fleet did not, and in conse

quence lost much ground in the pursuit.

On the morning of the 20th, 38 sail of French ships

were discovered about nine miles to the westward, when

all sail was made, and a general chase ensued, with a

light air still from the eastward. Shortly after noon, the

wind veered round to south-west, but the chase continued

till 4h. p. m., when the ebb tide having ceased, both fleets

anchored and furled sails. At 10h. 30m. p. M.,the fleet again

weighed, and plied to the westward under all sail, with a

south-west wind.

On the 21st of May, at 5h. a.m., the fleet anchored near

the Race of Alderney, in 50 fathoms, Cape la Hogue

bearing from the body of the English fleet about south.

Twenty-three French ships also anchored, but much nearer

the Race, and 15 others about three leagues further to the

westward. The Britannia, having lost her fore-topmast on

the preceding night, was much to the eastward. Soon

after the fleets had anchored, the flood tide came up rather

strong, and 15 or 20 sail of the ships that had anchored

nearAlderney were observed to be driving, and in a short time
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were to leeward of Cape La Hogue. Three of these ships suc

ceeded in getting into Cherbourg, and Admiral Russel made

the signal for Vice-Admiral Delaval, who with the admiral

and about 40 sail had gone in pursuit, to stand in shore and

destroy them. This service was, it will be seen, effectually

performed.

Vice-Admiral Delaval stood in shore, where he found

three three-decked ships, one of which was the largest of

the French navy—the Soleil Royale—which had grounded

so close to the shore, and so enclosed amongst the rocks,

that it was impracticable for him to approach with the

large ships, without previously surveying the channel.

He therefore shifted his flag to the St. Albans, and taking

with him the Ruby and some fire-ships, stood in shore. On

approaching the French ships, they opened a galling fire,

and the vice-admiral stood out again, in order the better to

mature his plan. On the next morning, having collected

the ships which drew least water, he stood in again ; but

not finding the proper channel, and being in four fathoms,

he found he must employ fire-ships. Three fire-ships were

selected for this purpose, and Vice-Admiral Delaval himself

embarked on board one of them. The ships stood in, and

two succeeded in burning two of the three-deckers, but

the third fire-ship was sunk by the enemies' shot. The

third French ship being on shore, the St. Albans and

Reserve approached and opened their fire upon her, until

observing that her crew had deserted, Vice-Admiral Delaval

boarded her, and finding no one on board but the wounded

and dead, he ordered these to be removed, and set the ship

on fire, so that she was completely destroyed.

The remainder of the ships which drove from their an

chorage entered the harbour of La Hogue, but those ships

which kept at their anchors succeeded in making their way

through a most dangerous passage, known only to clever

French pilots, to St. Maloes. Part of the blue division,

which, under Sir John Ashby, had waited in expectation of

being able to attack the ships, as he thought to the west

ward, continued at their anchors; but on the morning of

the 22nd, finding they had eluded him by pushing through
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the intricate and dangerous navigation of the islands, made

sail to the eastward, and having met with the squadron off

Cherbourg, joined Admiral Russel off La Hogue.

At noon on the 23rd, the combined fleet had assembled

off La Hogue, and at 3h. p. m. Admiral Russel made the

signal for all boats, manned and armed, to proceed to the

destruction of the ships in the harbour. Vice-Admiral the

Honourable George Rooke was appointed to the command

of the expedition, and he accordingly shifted his flag into

the Eagle, 70, which ship drew little water. The boats,

under cover of the guns of the frigates of the squadron, and

accompanied by fire-ships, proceeded as the night closed in

to the attack ; but it was soon found that there was not

water sufficient for any but the smallest frigates, for the

ships had been all laid aground, and many were high and

dry on the sands. The boats, however, proceeded, and

notwithstanding a severe fire from the forts and shipping,

they boarded six of the ships with very little loss. These

were shortly in flames, but the remainder being high up

on the shore, and protected by a large body of troops,

could not at that time be attempted. On the following

morning the boats returned to the attack, and burnt all

those they had left on the preceding night ; in all, 1 6

large sail of the line, and many transports.* This important

service was performed with an almost inconsiderable loss on

the part of the English, amounting to no more than ten

men killed ; and its effect was that of seating William III.

much more firmly on his throne, the destruction of that fleet

having completely dissipated the hopes and prospects of

James. The success was mainly due to the able disposi

tions of Vice-Admiral Rooke, who afterwards gave many

more convincing proofs of his great abilities.

1693.—The command of a squadron was this year

conferred upon the honourable, now Sir George Rooke (he

having been knighted for his gallantry in the previous

* The names of the French ships destroyed are thus given by

Campbell—Soleil Royale, Ambitieux, Admirable, Tonnant, Terrible,

Magnifique, St. Philip, Conquerant, Triomphant, Aimable, Fier,

Glorieux, Serieux, Trident, Prince, Sans Pareil, and another, name un

known. This enumeration includes those ships destroyed at Cherbourg.
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May), and he was ordered to convoy the Mediterranean

fleet, consisting of English, Dutch, Swedish, and Danish

ships. The French king, with an expedition highly praise

worthy, had replenished his fleet with fresh ships, and had

dispatched to sea a fleet of 71 sail of the line, on purpose to

intercept this convoy. Sir George Rooke's force, consist

ing of 23 sail only, English and Dutch, being off Lagos

bay on the 1 7th of June, in the morning, discovered a part

of the French fleet—of the real force of which he was not

at all aware—stretching out from under the land. Indeed,

Sir George had been misled by the crew of a fire-ship

which he had taken, who purposely deceived him, inform

ing him, that the French fleet consisted of 15 sail of the

line only. At noon, however, the admiral was undeceived

by counting no less than 80 large ships, most part of the

line, 16 of which were standing towards his fleet, and Sir

George instantly ordered the convoy to make the best of

their way into Cadiz, Ferrol, and St. Lucca.

At about 3h. p.m. the combined squadron was only four

miles to windward of the French fleet ; but many ships

being more to leeward, Admiral Rooke backed his main-

topsail to allow them to get up. The French admiral and

vice-admiral of the blue, with eight or ten of their ships,

meanwhile, gained considerably on the English and Dutch ;

and at 6h. p.m. opened their fire upon the two leewardmost

ships, which maintained the united fire of seven or eight

French ships for several hours, with great gallantry, but

were at length overpowered and captured. At about

10h. p.m. the Dutch merchant ships which had remained

with the squadron tacked, and stood in shore ; while the

English merchant-ships continued on the same tack, and

standing out to sea. Upon seeing the Dutch ships tack

in the night, the French fleet also tacked, and the next

morning Sir George Rooke, having stood off shore all night

under a heavy press of sail, found 54 merchant-ships and

several men-of-war in his company, with which he sailed

to Madeira for water. The loss, which principally fell

upon the Dutch, was very severe, amounting to 90 sail of

merchant-ships, and two Dutch and one English man-of-

war, valued at a million sterling ; but had it not been for
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the skill of Sir George Rooke, the whole 400 sail would in

all probability have suffered capture.

In retaliation for this severe loss and disappointment, an

expedition was fitted out, and the command of it given to

Commodore John Benbow, who was ordered to proceed to

the French coast, and bombard St. Maloes. He accord

ingly sailed with his squadron, consisting of 12 ships of

war, four mortar vessels, and ten brigantines ; and on the

16th of November, arriving off that place, he anchored

before Quince Fort, and when the tide permitted the ves

sels to get near enough, he sent three of the mortar ves

sels and brigantines to bombard the town. This bombard

ment was repeated for several days, the vessels taking care

to withdraw in time to avoid grounding. On the 18th a

party landed and destroyed a convent, but on the following

day an extraordinary description of fire-ship was sent in,

which is thus described by a French writer :—

" The vessel was a new galliot, of about 300 tons. In

the lower part of her were placed 100 barrels of powder,

covered with all sorts of combustible materials. Over

these again was a row of planks or beams, with holes in

them to communicate the fire from above ; and upon them

were placed 340 carcasses or chests, filled with grenades,

cannon balls, iron chains, loaded fire-arms, large pieces

of metal wrapt up in tarpaulins, and other destructive

missiles. The design was to have secured this to the wall

of the town, and had it been properly managed, it must

have reduced the houses to a heap of ruins." When near

high water, this infernal machine was sent in before the

wind, but, fortunately for the sake of humanity, it had

reached the very foot of the wall to which it was to have

been secured, when a sudden gust of wind drove it off

again, and it grounded on a rock at some distance. It was

set on fire by the engineer ; but owing to the principal part

of the powder being damp, the explosion lost its greatest

effect; notwithstanding which, it was sufficient to blow

down a part of the town wall, and to shake and severely

damage every house in the town. The capstan of the ves

sel was blown to a great distance. This, with the demoli

tion of Quince Fort, and making 80 prisoners, was the ex
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tent of the injury sustained by the French. It ought

to be observed that St. Maloes being at that time a prin

cipal resort of privateers, the attack was only retri

butive.

1694.—In June, in the following year, an unsuccessful

attempt was made upon the town of Brest by a large force,

under the command of Admiral Lord John Berkeley and

Lord Carmarthen, in which a severe loss was sustained—that

on board the ships amounting to 400 killed and wounded.

On the 12th of July Dieppe was bombarded, and another

of those machines, styled infernal, was sent in under the

command of Captain Dunbar. The machine was arrested

in its progress towards the town by several vessels full of

stones sunk before it, so that when it exploded it did little

mischief. The captain who commanded it acquired much

reputation by his intrepidity on the occasion ; for the train

not taking fire properly, as was expected, he returned to

the vessel which he had quitted, and a second time set fire

to the fuse. The bombardment of the town was continued

until it was nearly levelled with the ground. From thence

Lord Berkeley repaired to Havre, which underwent similar

treatment.

Dunkirk was the next place doomed to be attacked, and

accordingly a frigate squadron, under Sir Cloudesley

Shovel, sailed from England in September. The command

of the smaller ships and vessels was conferred upon Cap

tain Benbow, and with him the constructor of the infernal

machines, Mr. Meesters, who, with a number of Dutch

pilots, was attached to the expedition. The engineer, aided

by his pilots, was to have conducted the small vessels, and

have directed the machines intended for the destruction of

the town ; but it will be seen they did not perform what

they had stipulated to do.

On the 12th of September the expedition appeared be

fore Dunkirk, and consisted of 13 English and Dutch ships

of war, two mortar-vessels, and 17 machines and smaller

craft. In the evening, Captain Benbow undertook to sound

the Western Channel, which, notwithstanding he was

exposed to a continual fire from the citadel and ships, he

persevered in performing. On the 13th, the attack was
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commenced by the boats and small vessels, and in the

course of the day two of the machines were sent in. The

first took fire before it was near enough to take any effect ;

and the second, which was larger, was better directed , and

reached within a few yards of the jetty or pier-head ; but

was also rendered nugatory by the precaution of the French

in driving piles at some distance from the pier, upon which

the machine grounded. Sir Cloudesley Shovel, finding the

port of Dunkirk to be for a time unassailable, owing to the

taking off of the tides, sailed for Calais, and threw a great

many shells into the town, which destroyed forty houses ;

but from this place he was driven by a gale of wind, and

returned with his fleet to the Downs. Thus ended for the

year this expensive expedition ; which, it was calculated,

had cost England much more for its equipment than it had

done damage to the French ; but it should be remarked, in

extenuation of such a mode of warfare, that although the

injury to the French was rather personal than national,

it principally fell upon those who had committed serious

depredations upon the English trade by their priva

teering.

1695.—On the 27th January, a squadron of six frigates,

under the command of Commodore James Killegrew, in the

60-gun ship Plymouth, being between Cape Bona, on the

Barbary coast, and Pantellaria, discovered two large French

ships, which proved to be the Content, of 60 guns, Captain

the Marquis du Chalard, and the Trident, 52 guns, Captain

Count d'Aulnoy. The French ships, mistaking the frigates

for merchant-ships, made sail towards them : but discover

ing their error, hauled their wind and endeavoured to make

off. Commodore Killegrew immediately gave chase, and

the Plymouth outsailing the other ships of the squadron, at

4h. p.m. got within gun-shot of the French ships, upon

which she gallantly opened her fire. For more than an hour

did this ship, unsupported, maintain the conflict with

two powerful ships—the wind being so light as to preclude

the other ships from closing—during which time the brave

commodore was killed by a cannon ball. The Falmouth,

Captain Caleb Grantham, next got into action, but she also
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was alone for another hour. As soon as the four remaining

frigates—Carlisle, Newcastle, Southampton, and Adven

ture, had arrived up, the French ships separated, but were

pursued—the Content, by the Carlisle and Newcastle ; and

the Trident, by the Falmouth and Adventure. The French

captains fought their ships well, and maintained a running

fight throughout the night ; but in the forenoon of the

following day both surrendered, having lost many men,

and being much disabled. The Trident, being leaky, was

sent into Gorgonti, and the Content was carried into Mes

sina. The Plymouth suffered the most severely, having

in addition to her captain, 14 men killed and 30 wounded ;

besides being greatly damaged, and with the loss of her

fore-topmast. The other five ships lost together about

double that number. Commodore Killegrew was buried at

Messina with military honours.

In the summer of this year, a second expedition was fitted

out, consisting of English and Dutch vessels, to be em

ployed on the French coast, under the command of Lord

Berkeley, and the Dutch admiral, Allemonde. St. Maloes

was the first place determined on, and thither the fleet

sailed ; and on the 4th of July arrived off Quince Fort,

which was immediately cannonaded. On the next day,

three English and two Dutch mortar-vessels, under Co

lonel Richards, proceeded to attack the forts on one side of

the channel, and the other side was committed to the Dutch,

while Captain Benbow, at the head of a third party, with a

red flag flying, proceeded in the Charles galley. The

frigates also followed, and anchoring as near the town as

possible, at 6h. a.m. the bombardment commenced, and con

tinued for some hours with great fury. At 8h. a.m. the

town was on fire in several places. Quince Fort, being of

wood, was set on fire by two fire-ships, and burnt for two

hours. The bombardment continued uninterrupted all day,

but at evening, the mortar-vessels having expended all

their ammunition— nearly 9,000 shells and carcasses—

put to sea. The vessels upon which this enterprise rested

consisted of six English and four Dutch men-of-war, nine

galliots, 14 flat-bottomed boats, and two brigantines, which
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sustained a loss of 60 killed and wounded, and one mor

tar-vessel and several boats sunk. St. Maloes, being a

town almost wholly of wood, was completely destroyed,

scarcely a house being left; but the French making

light of the injury sustained, gave rise to a witticism—

since used, with a little modification, by a naval writer of

some celebrity—" that the St. Malo people had taught their

dogs to take up the bomb-shells in their mouths and run

away with them out of the town."

Captain Benbow, whose gallantry alone had raised him

to the rank he held, distinguished himself greatly in this at

tack upon St. Maloes, and he was afterwards detached with a

squadron of eight frigates to attack Granville. Arriving

off there on the 8th of July, he attacked it so vigorously

that in a few hours he departed for Havre, leaving Gran

ville in flames. A demonstration only was made at Havre,

and the squadron departed for Spithead, to join the fleet

fitting for the bombardment of Dunkirk.

On the 1st of August the attack upon Dunkirk was com

menced, at 9h. a.m., by several mortar-vessels and gun

boats ; but so great had been the preparations and precau

tion of the French, that no impression of any consequence

was made ; and many misunderstandings having arisen

between the land officers employed and Mr. Meesters, the

engineer, the attempt was given over, and the fleet sailed

to Calais. On the 17th of August, Calais was bombarded

— 600 shells were thrown into the town, and much da

mage was occasioned. The effect of these attacks, how

ever unsuccessfully conducted, was that of doing great

injury to the privateers, which had during the war clone

immense mischief to the trade both of England and

Holland.

The following act of bravery ought not to go unrecorded :

—On the 30th of May, as a small vessel belonging to Poole,

commanded by William Thompson, was fishing off Pur-

beck, a privateer sloop from Cherbourg was perceived

standing towards her. The fishing vessel was provided

with two small guns, and a few muskets ; but her crew,

besides the master, consisted only of one man and a boy.
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Thompson resolved to resist the privateer, and prepared

for a defence. The privateer closed, and an engagement

ensued between these unequally matched vessels ; but in a

short time Thompson wounded the captain and mate of the

privateer, and six of the men, upon which the privateer

made sail and endeavoured to escape. Thompson, however,

gave chase ; and so skilfully manoeuvred his vessel and

handled his two guns, that he actually compelled the vessel

to surrender. Thompson carried his prize into Poole, with

14 prisoners on board. The French vessel, when she

commenced the action, mounted two patereroes, and had a

crew of sixteen men. For this gallant exploit, the Lords of

the Admiralty awarded to William Thompson a gold chain

and medal of the value of £60. Several other acts of en

couragement, equally well-timed, induced many crews of

fishing and coasting vessels to defend their property, and

even to attack French privateers under great disadvan

tages.

Another instance, equally creditable, occurred shortly

afterwards. The coasting sloop Sea Adventure, commanded

by Peter Joliffe, observing a French privateer off Portland

taking possession of a small fishing vessel belonging to

Weymouth, made sail after her, and attacked her so smartly

that the privateer was glad to release the prize. Joliffe

followed up his success, and at length succeeded in driving

the privateer ashore in Lulworth Bay, and the inhabitants

of the small village of Lulworth assembling on the beach,

completed the triumph by taking possession of the vessel

and making prisoners of the crew. Joliffe was also re

warded by a gold chain and medal.

1696.—The French Admiral, Du Bart, having with a

squadron of 17 large ships entered Dunkirk, in the month

of January, was afterwards blockaded by Rear-Admiral Ben-

bow; but on arriving off that port in May, the rear-admiral

found that the small force entrusted to him was not sufficient

to guard properly the east and north passages. He, however,

performed the difficult duty to the best of his ability ; but Du

Bart, taking advantage of a strong southerly wind, effected

his escape, and attacked the Dutch Baltic fleet without Ben
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bow's (whom the Dutch refused to follow) being able to get

up with them. During this year also, various attempts were

made upon the coast of France, particularly in Camaret Bay

and at the isles of Rhe and Belleisle ; but there is nothing

which seems to call for a detailed account ; and the year

1697 was famed for nothing beyond losses and disappoint

ments, arising from ill-founded, badly-managed expeditions.

The peace of Ryswick was shortly afterwards concluded.
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CHAPTER VII.

1700—1713.

Queen Anne ascended the throne on the 8th of March,

and on the 2nd of May, 1702, it was agreed to declare war

against France ; but the first event which it comes within

our province to record occurred in the month of August,

and is rendered famous by the death of the brave Admiral

Benbow. In September, 1701, Vice-Admiral Benbow had

sailed to the West Indies with a small and very inadequate

force, under orders to detain the Spanish galleons. Admi

ral Chateau Renaud also sailed for the same place, with four

teen sail of the line and sixteen frigates, to meet the gal

leons, and convoy them to Cadiz. After performing great

services to the trade of the West Indies, and frequently

having intelligence of the proceedings of the French, which

he endeavoured, and, in a great degree, succeeded in com

batting, on the 19th of August, 1 702, in the evening, he, with

a small squadron, fell in with ten sail of French ships, under

Rear-admiral Du Casse, off Santa Martha. The French

squadron, consisting of four ships, mounting 70 and 60 guns,

one large Dutch ship, another full of troops, and the re

mainder small vessels, were running down close in shore

under their topsails, and Vice-Admiral Benbow immedi

ately gave chase to them ; but his ships being very much

separated, he was under the necessity of waiting some time

for their coming up before commencing the attack. At 4h.

p.m., the engagement began.

The squadron consisted of the following ships :—

Gun Ships.

70 Breda Vice-AdmiralJohn Benbow—Captain Fog,

64 Defiance , Captain Richard Kirby,

54 Greenwich Cooper Wade,

fRuby „ George Walton,

.gl Pendennis „ Thomas Hudson,

| Windsor John Constable,

^Falmouth „ Samuel Vincent.
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The Falmouth was the first to engage, that ship having

closed with the Dutch ship, and the Windsor and Defiance

also engaged the ships nearest to them ; but the two latter,

after a few broadsides, hauled off, and stood out of gun

shot. The brunt of the action was borne by the Breda,

Vice-admiral Benbow. The fight lasted till night, and

the admiral continued his pursuit of the enemy all night ;

but on the 20th, at daybreak, he found he had only the

Ruby near him, the rest of the ships being four or five

miles astern.

At 2h. p.m. the sea breeze set in, and the French formed

a line and made sail on their way. Still Benbow's stern-

most ships made no effort to join in pursuit of the enemy,

and the Breda and Ruby were suffered by their pusillani

mous consorts to engage, without their making even an

attempt at supporting them.

The admiral and the Ruby and Falmouth, distantly, at

tacked the enemy's sternmost ships, but without making

any visible impression on them : yet Admiral Benbow con

tinued to follow, under every disadvantage, until the 24th.

At 2h. a.m. on that day, owing to a change of wind, the

Breda was enabled to pass within hail of the sternmost

French ship, and a smart action ensued. Benbow in per

son boarded the French ship three times, receiving a severe

wound in the face, and another in the arm, and shortly

afterwards the gallant admiral had his right leg shattered

by a chain shot, and was carried below ; but he insisted on

being again taken upon deck ; and his commands being

obeyed, he remained there, and continued, while lying in

his cradle, to give directions respecting the action.

The ship to which the Breda was opposed was in a short

time reduced to a mere wreck, having lost her fore-topmast,

main-yard, and mizen-mast, and her hull was completely

riddled with shot ; but soon after daylight Benbow observed

the French ships bearing down to the assistance of the ship

he was engaging, and at the same time had the mortifica

tion to witness the ships of his squadron, Windsor, Pen-

dennis, Greenwich, and Defiance, actually bearing up and

running away to leeward, as if in despite of his signal then

flying for close action. The French ships, observing the

G 2
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incomprehensible or dastardly conduct of Benbow's cap

tains, became emboldened, and immediately steered for the

Breda, upon which ship they opened so smart a fire, that

they shot away her main-topsail- yard, and damaged her

rigging considerably. They then sent fresh hands on

board the Breda's late opponent, and taking her in tow,

made sail away without any attempt being made by the

ships before mentioned to prevent it.

Benbow, still determined to follow the enemy, commu

nicated with his captains, and ordered them to keep their

stations in the line, and behave like men ; upon which Cap

tain Kirby, of the Defiance, came on board, and told the

admiral " that he had better desist ; that the French were

very strong ; and that from what was passed he might

guess he could make nothing of it." On sending for the

captains of the other ships, to his inconceivably great sur

prise and chagrin, they gave a similar opinion to Kirby's ;

and although at that time the English squadron pos

sessed every advantage, both in reference to strength

and position, the gallant Benbow found himself obliged to

give over the pursuit, and to proceed with the squadron to

Jamaica.

On the 1 6th of October a court-martial assembled to try

Captain Kirby, or Kirkby, on charges of cowardice, disobe

dience of orders, and neglect of duty ; and these charges

having been most clearly proved against him, he was sen

tenced to be shot. Captain Constable, of the Windsor,

was charged with the like offences ; but being relieved by

his officers from the charge of cowardice, he was only sen

tenced to be cashiered. But Wade, of the Greenwich, had

the offence of drunkenness added to the misdemeanors of

Kirkby, and met with the same sentence.* Captain Hud

son died a few days before the trial came on, and Cap

tains George Walton and Samuel Vincent were alone

* Captains Wade and Kirkby, or Kirby, on the 16th of April,

1703, met the just reward of their cowardice or disaffection (for

their conduct was never fully explained) at Plymouth, in pursu

ance of the sentences of the court-martial ; being shot on board the

Bristol.
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exonerated from such disgraceful imputations. Vice-

Admiral Benbow died of his wounds on the 4th of

November.*

Captain Thomas Hardy, commanding the Pembroke,

being in Lagos Bay, received intelligence that the galleons,

under convoy of the French squadron, had arrived at Vigo

on the 16th of September, and with all possible speed he

proceeded with the information to Admiral Sir George

Rooke. It was the 6th of October, however, before he was

so fortunate as to be able to communicate with Sir George,

although in company for three days previously ; but being

in a gale of wind, he had no means of conveying what he

wished. Sir George Rooke immediately hastened to Vigo

to attack the enemy. On arriving off Vigo, the Kent's boat

was dispatched to obtain intelligence respecting the force

and disposition of the French and Spanish ships. This

being ascertained, it was determined that since the whole

fleet would not be able to act upon the enemy's ships, but

that they would, on the contrary, only impede each other,

15 English, and 10 Dutch men-of-war, with all the

fire-ships, should be sent in with orders to use their best

endeavours to destroy the enemy's fleet ; that the frigates

and bomb vessels should follow this detachment, and that

the larger ships should proceed in afterwards should there

be occasion for them. The troops were to land at the same

time, and attack the fort on the south of Redondclla.

To give greater effect to the attempt, all the flag officers

went on board the squadron. Vice-Admiral Hopson was

ordered to lead the van, followed by the Dutch vice-admiral,

Vandergoes. Rear-Admiral Stafford Fairborne, Sir George

Rooke, and the Dutch admiral, Callemberg, with Baron

Wassenaer, commanded the centre ; and Rear-Admiral John

* Shortly previous to his death, Benbow received the following

epistle from Admiral Du Casse :—

" Sir,—I had little hopes on Monday last but to have supped in

your cabin ; but it pleased God to order it otherwise ; I am thankful

for it. As for those cowardly captains who deserted you, hang them

up, for by they deserve it. " Yours,

" Dn Casse."
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Graydon and Vice-Admiral Pieterson (Dutch) brought up

the rear, with the mortar vessels and fire-ships.

Accordingly, on the 12th October in the morning the at

tacking squadron got underway, and made sail for the har

bour ; the entrance of which was very narrow, and protected

by a strong boom, composed of snips' masts and yards,

secured to anchors, dropped in mid-channel, and the ends

attached to two of the largest French ships, the Esperance

and Bourbon. Within the boom five ships of from 60 to

70 guns were moored, with their broadsides bearing upon

the mouth of the harbour.

The van had scarcely reached within gun-shot of the

batteries, before the wind died away, and the ships were

under the necessity of anchoring. A strong breeze, however,

shortly afterwards sprang up, and Vice-Admiral Hopson,

whose flag was on board the Torbay, immediately cut his

cable, and setting every sail he could crowd, bore down

upon the boom. The velocity the ship had acquired gave

her such power, that the boom was broken, and the Torbay

was instantly between the two ships, Bourbon and Espe

rance, placed to defend the mouth of the harbour. The

other ships had some difficulty in following their gallant

leader, owing to the variableness of the wind ; which came

in hard squalls and as suddenly died away. Vice-Admiral

Vandergoes, however, and the remainder of the squadron,

at length found a way through the same passage as Hop-

son ; and the Bourbon was captured. Hopson, meanwhile,

was in great danger from a fire-ship, and he owed his pre

servation to a very singular circumstance. The enemy was

a French merchant ship, having on board a large cargo of

snuff, which, in the hurry of preparing her for a fire-ship,

had not been removed ; and when the fire reached that part,

it is said so to have deadened the force of the flames, that

the Torbay was saved from imminent destruction. Yet

had the Torbay suffered very severely, for she lost no fewer

than 115 men killed and drowned, besides many wounded.

Her foretopmast was shot away, the foreyard, and foresail

destroyed by the fire, and the larboard shrouds, fore and

aft, burnt down to the deadeyes : so much so, that the vice
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admiral was under the necessity of shifting his flag into the

Monmouth.*

Captain William Bokenham, in the Association, and Cap

tain Francis Wyvill, in the Barfleur, attacked the batteries

on either side the harbour with great success, and the

French admiral, finding that the land forces, which had

made a simultaneous attack from on shore, had gained pos

session of part of the town, and that more ships were enter

ing the harbour, gave orders for setting fire to his own

ship, and the remaining ships of his fleet. Several obeyed

those orders, but a great many were taken possession of

before they could be executed, and the following is a sum

mary of the French loss.

Ships. Guns. Men.

7

4

6

334

284

342

2,030

1,750

2,043

17 960 5,823

Three Spanish men-of-war, carrying 178 guns, were de

stroyed, and of 15 galleons found there, four were taken

by the English, five by the Dutch, and four destroyed. The

gold and silver on board this rich fleet was computed

at twenty millions of pieces of eight, fourteen millions

of which had been removed previous to the attack : the

remainder being either taken or sunk in the galleons. Mer

chandize, also, was taken or destroyed of a like value ;

besides much plate, the property of individuals. This was

a severe blow to the French and Spaniards, and was accom

plished with a very slight loss to the fleet, if we except

that received on board the Torbay. The Kent had her

boatswain wounded, and her foremast damaged : the

* Vice-Admiral Thomas Hopson, on his return to England, was

presented to the Queen, and received the honour of knighthood, with

a pension of ^500 a-year, and ,£5300 a-year to his lady, in the event

of her surviving him.
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Association two men killed, and a few wounded ; and the

land forces were almost equally fortunate—losing one colo

nel, two lieutenants, and 40 men killed, and two colonels

and about 30 men wounded.

After the departure of Sir George Rooke from Vigo, Sir

Cloudesley Shovel was left there with a squadron to fit out

the prizes ; and he succeeded in rescuing a large portion of

treasure from the sunken galleons, and also recovered the

Dartmouth, an English 50-gun ship, which had been cap

tured in the previous war. He also took out of some of the

French ships, which were lying partially destroyed ashore,

50 brass guns, and about 60 from the shore ; and before

he sailed from the port he completed the destruction of

every ship that he could not bring away.

1703.—On the 10th of April, the Salisbury, 50, Captain

Cotton, in company with the Adventure, 50, when off the

Coast of Holland, fell in with a squadron of seven French

ships of war, from Dunkirk, commanded by M. St. Paul.

Captain Cotton having charge of a convoy of merchant

ships, which were some of them astern with the Adventure,

gallantly ran down to their support ; but one had surren

dered before he was able to assist her. Had the Adven

ture supported the Salisbury as she might have done, it is

highly probable the French would have been beaten off;

but unfortunately her captain made all sail away, leaving

Captain Cotton to engage the enemy single-handed. For

two hours the Salisbury engaged the French squadron.

Two ships boarded her, and were beaten off ; but the com

modore's and another ship, having at length taken up their

stations on the Salisbury's bow and quarter, and other ships

also approaching to the attack, Captain Cotton deemed a

further defence unavailing, and hauled down his colours.

Before surrendering, the Salisbury was cut to pieces in hull

and spars, and several of her guns were dismounted ; she

also lost 18 men killed, and two lieutenants, and 43 men

wounded. The Adventure was also chased and captured

by the same squadron.

In July, a squadron under the orders of Rear-Admiral

Thomas Dilkes was sent to look after a large French con

voy, in Concale Bay. On the 25th, he anchored with his
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squadron off the south-west end of Jersey, and dispatched

the Spy to obtain intelligence from the Governor of that

island. The Governor of Jersey sent Captains James

Lampriere and Thomas Pipon, who were well acquainted

with the coast thereabouts, and who furnished the rear-

admiral with the information, that a fleet of about 40 sail

were endeavouring on the 15th to get into Granville. The

rear-admiral immediately got underway, notwithstand

ing an unfavourable tide, and on the following morning

discovered the French at anchor, a league to the west

ward of Granville. On seeing the English, the enemy

got underway, and stood farther in shore. The rear-

admiral followed with his ships as far as his pilots consi

dered it prudent, and then ordered out all boats to proceed

in shore to the attack. The French force consisted of

three ships of war and 45 merchant ships ; and the boats

coming up with them, captured and brought away 15,

burnt six, and sunk three of their number ; but the re

mainder made their escape to a bay between Avranche and

Mount St. Michael, where they strengthened themselves,

and prepared to resist any attack that could be made. On

the 27th, in the morning, a fire-ship and several small ves

sels, together with the boats of the squadron, proceeded, in

shore—the rear-admiral being himself present, and accom

panied by Captains Fairfax, Legg, Mighels, Lampriere, and

Pipon. Two of the French ships of war were destroyed ;

one of 18 guns was burnt by her own crew; another of 14

guns was set on fire by Mr. Paul, 1st lieutenant of the

Kent ; and the third, of eight guns, was brought out, and 1 7

more merchant ships were destroyed : only four escaped

by taking shelter under the guns of Fort Granville. Lieu

tenant Paul was severely wounded in the lower jaw, and

had four men killed ; but it does not appear that any other

loss was sustained by the squadron. Gold medals were

struck in honour of this action, and distributed among the

principal parties engaged.

About this same time Captain John Norris, in the Or-

ford, 70, captured the French 36-gun ship Philippeaux,

after a very gallant defence. The Philippeaux, out of a

crew of 240 men, had 50 killed and wounded, and the
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Orford had eight men badly wounded, besides having her

fore and mizen masts and main yard disabled.

In the month of July, Captain Robert Bokenham, com

manding the Chatham, 50, cruizing off the Rock of Lisbon,

with the fleet of Sir Cloudesley Shovel, and being ahead

of the admiral, at a little past midnight fell in with the

Jason and Auguste, French line-of-battle ships. The

Chatham gallantly engaged them within pistol-shot dis

tance until daylight, when the French ships, discovering

the fleet, endeavoured to get away. The Chatham con

tinued the pursuit, and several other ships having joined

the Auguste, a fine new 54-gun ship, was at length, after

a brave defence, obliged to surrender ; but the Jason suc

ceeded in effecting her escape. The Auguste was added

to the navy.

On the 16th of November, the French 52-gun ship,

Hazardous, commanded by M. de la Rue, was captured,

after a defence highly honourable, by the Orford, Warspite,

and Litchfield, three ships belonging to Sir Cloudesley

Shovel's fleet ; and was also added to the royal navy.

1704.—On the 17th of July the combined English and

Dutch fleets, under the command of Admiral Sir George

Rooke, having been a short time previously augmented by

the junction of Sir Cloudesley Shovel's fleet, it was decided

on by a council of war to make an attack upon Gibraltar. In

accordance with this resolution the fleet crossed over from

Tetuan, and on the 21st anchored in Gibraltar Bay. The

same afternoon, at 3 o'clock, the marines, both English and

Dutch, amounting to 1,800, were put on shore to the north

ward, on the isthmus, which joins the rock to the main

land, under the orders of the Prince of Hesse, who, having

posted his men, sent a summons to the governor to surren

der the fortress for the service of His Catholic Majesty

Charles III. of Spain.* The governor returned for answer,

that the garrison had sworn to be true to their natural lord,

King Philip V., and that as faithful and loyal subjects they

would sacrifice their lives in defence of the place.

* For an explanation of this knotty point, we must refer our readers

to the various histories of that period.
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Admiral Sir George Rooke then gave orders for the attack

to commence, and on the 22nd, Rear- Admiral George Byng

and Rear-Admiral Vanderdussen (Dutch), with twelve

third-rates, four fourth-rates, and six Dutch ships,* together

with the ships destined for the attack of the South Mole

head, under Captain Hicks, in the Yarmouth, made sail from

the bay in order to take up the stations assigned to them.

The wind proving contrary, the bombarding fleet was una

ble to get to their assigned berths ; but in order to divert

the enemy from the intended attack, Captain Whitaker

was sent in with a detachment of boats, and burnt a French

privateer of 12 guns, at the old mole.

On the 23rd, before daylight, the ships having taken up

their stations, the admiral gave the signal for the com

mencement of the cannonade, which was conducted with

much spirit; 15,000 shot were fired in five or six hours'

time, against the town, and the enemy were fairly driven

from their guns, especially at the South Mole head. The

admiral, perceiving the advantage which must result

from gaining that important position, ordered Captain

Whitaker, with all the boats, to endeavour to obtain the

possession of it. The landing was effected with great ex

pedition ; but Captains Hicks and Jumper, being in the

headmost boats, and not waiting for the remaining boats

to come up, dashed alongside the battery, and drove the

Spaniards from their guns. The enemy had prepared for

the assault, and before quitting sprung a mine, which blew

up the fortifications, killed two lieutenants and 40 men,

and wounded 60. The remaining portions of the crews

of the boats, however, continued to keep possession of the

platform, until Captain Whitaker landed with the rest of

the seamen. The whole party then united and advanced

* The names of the English ships were as follow :—Monmouth, 70,

John Baker; Suffolk, 70, Kitton ; Essex, 70, John Hubbard; Rane-

lagh, 80, Rr.-Ad. Byng; Grafton, 70, Sir Andrew Leake; Notting

ham, 60, Edward Whitaker ; Montague, 60, William Cleveland ;

Kingston, 60, Edward Acton ; Nassau, 70, Francis Dove ; Swiftsure,

70, Robert Wynn ; Berwick, 70, Robert Fairfax ; Eagle, 70, Lord

Hamilton ; Burford, 70, Kerrit Roffey ; Lenox, 70, William Jumper ;

Yarmouth, 70, Jasper Hicks.
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upon a small bastion half-way between the mole and the

town, which they took, together with a great many guns.

On a second summons being sent in to the governor, the

garrison capitulated ; and thus on the 24th July, this im

pregnable fortress fell into the hands of the besiegers. The

attack made by the seamen is described to have been brave

almost beyond example, and the reduction of Gibraltar was

accomplished with no greater loss than two lieutenants, one

master, and 60 men killed ; and one captain, seven lieute

nants, a boatswain, and 216 men wounded.

Having completed the capture of that valuable fortress,

the fleet stood over to Tetuan Bay to water, and while re

turning from that place to Gibraltar on the 9th of August,

the Centurion made a signal for seeing an enemy's fleet to

windward. The force under Sir George Rooke's orders

consisted of 45 sail of the line, mounting 3,154 guns,

and manned with 20,045 men ; six frigates, seven fire-

ships, and five others ; but four line-of-battle ships being

absent in charge of convoys, he had with him on this occa

sion only 4 1 English, and 1 2 Dutch sail of the line, so that

we may reckon the line-of-battle force of the confederate

fleet at about 3,700 guns, and 23,200 men.

The French fleet, which at this time had made its ap

pearance, was commanded by Admiral Comte Thoulouse, in

the Foudroyant, of 104 guns ; and consisted of fine new

ships, in excellent condition. The abstract of the force of

this fleet is, 50 sail of the line, carrying 3,543 guns and

24,155 men; eight frigates, carrying 149 guns and 1,025

men ; nine fire-ships, and two transports. Two fleets more

equally matched rarely meet ; for although a slight nume

rical superiority, in point of guns, is shown in the confede

rate fleet, yet the nature of the armament of the different

ships gave a superiority to the French. For instance ;

the French fleet contained three ships of 104 guns, and

four of 92 and 90 guns ; while Sir George Rooke's fleet

contained only three ships of 96 guns, and two of 90 guns ;

the remainder being from 80 to 50 ; the remainder of the

French being from 88 to 52 guns. The French ships were

invariably better built, and much better armed ; they had

also a very great advantage in point of sailing.
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A council of war was called, and it was decided that the

French fleet should be engaged to the eastward of Gibraltar.

The confederate fleet was thus ordered : the centre was

commanded by Sir George Rooke, having for his rear-

admirals, Byng and Dilkes. Sir Cloudesley Shovel and

Sir John Leake led the van, and Vice-Adrniral Callenberg,

with Rear-Admiral Vanderdussen, commanded the Dutch

ships in the rear. After a tedious pursuit, the French fleet

was at length, on the 13th of August—being Sunday—

brought to action off Malaga. On the morning of this

day, the confederate fleet being to windward, the admiral

made the signal for the fleet to bear down upon the enemy,

who remained lying to, until the fleet had reached within

half-gun- shot, when the French fleet filled, edged off the

wind, and commenced the action. The design of Sir

George Rooke was very probably to break the French line,

and engage to leeward ; for being short of ammunition, he

was anxious to get to close quarters ; but this movement

of the French completely set aside his mode of attack, and

a distant cannonading commenced. Sir Cloudesley Shovel's

division was gallantly led by Sir John Leake, and the

action was maintained until 2h. p.m., when several of the

English ships were under the necessity of discontinuing the

action for want of ammunition. The Dutch conducted

themselves with their customary valour, and continued the

firing till night, their magazines having been better stored.

The French in the night made all sail to leeward, and

on the following morning—the wind having changed in the

night—they were discovered four or five leagues to wind

ward ; and every subsequent attempt to bring them to

action was unattended with success. In this encounter

both fleets suffered severely in loss of men. On board

the English fleet, Captain Andrew Leake, of the Grafton ;

Captain John Cow, of the Ranelagh, and 687 men, were

killed; and Captains Myng, Baker, Jumper, and 1,632

men wounded. The Dutch lost one captain, and 400 men

killed and wounded. The French loss is recorded by

themselves at rather more than 1,500; but from their re

treat, and from their putting into Toulon for the remainder

of the year, in consequence, as they say, of the great num
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ber of their wounded, we may fairly assume equal, if not

a much greater, slaughter to have occurred on board their

ships. The design of the French admiral was to have

assisted the Spaniards in the recovery of Gibraltar ; but as

that project was evidently relinquished in consequence of

this action, we may attribute a victory to Sir George

Rooke on every point, save that it was not acknowledged.

The following statement will show the loss on board

each ship :—

ADMIRAL SIE GEORGE ROOKE's DIVISION.

Guns. Ships. Captains' Names. Killed. Wounded.

90 Royal Catherin

96

96

80

70

70

70

60

50

27 94

45 93

18 44

31 73

15 26

.Sir A. Leake 31 66

27 62

15 34

10 16

SIR CLOUDESLEY SHOVEL S DIVISION.

96 B**- (ca^kw;;;} 6 24

70 Eagle Lord Hamilton 7 57

70 Orford Norris 6 9

6b* Assurance Hancock 6 14

70 Warspite Loades 17 44

70 Swiftsure Wynn 13 33

60 Nottingham Whitaker 7 19

50 Tilbury Delaval 20 25

70 Lenox Jumper 23 78

SIR JOHN LEAKE'S DIVISION.

90 Prince George 15 57

80 Boyne Lord Dursley 14 52

80 Newark Clark 15 32

80 Norfolk Knapp 15 20

70 Yarmouth Hicks 7 26

70 Berwick Fairfax 23 24



1704.] 95THE BRITISH NAVY.

REAR-ADMIRAL BYNG S DIVISION.

Guns. Ships. Captains' Names. Killed. Wounded.

80 Somerset Price 31 62

70 Firme Wild 25 48

50 Triton Trevor 5 21

82 Dorsetshire Whitaker 12 20

80 Torbay Caldwell 21 50

70 Essex Hubbard 13 36

60 Kingston Acton 14 46

56 Centurion Heme 10 33

REAR-ADMIRAL DILKES* DIVISION.

70 Kent fDilkes j 15 2g

LHarman ...J

76 Royal Oak Elwes 20 33

50 Swallow Haddock 1 3

80 Cambridge Lestock 11 27

70 Bedford Hardy 12 51

60 Monk Mills 36 52

70 Suffolk Kitton 13 38

70 Burford Roffey 11 19

Total, 2,935 guns; 687 killed ; 1,632 wounded.

The crews of the above ships amounted in all to 19,385,

so that the killed and wounded were nearly one- eighth part.

In Lord Howe's actions of the 28th and the 29th of May,

and 1st of June, 1794, in which the crews of the British

fleet amounted to 17,241 men, the total loss was no more

than 290 killed, and 858 wounded, or one-fifteenth only.

For their services on this occasion, her majesty, Queen

Anne, was pleased to bestow on Rear- Admirals George

Byng and Thomas Dilkes the honour of knighthood ; and

also upon Captain John Jennings, of the St. George.

Sir John Leake having been left by Sir George Rooke

with a squadron for the protection of Gibraltar, had put

into Lisbon to refit, and while there received information of

another intended attack, which induced him, with all speed,

to repair to Gibraltar ; but on arriving before that place,
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hearing of the approach of a much larger fleet under

Admiral Pontis than he could contend with, he quitted

Gibraltar Bay and returned to Lisbon. On the 25th of

October, he sailed again for Gibraltar, and on the 29th

captured and destroyed seven ships which he found lying

there. Sir John then landed a portion of the crews of the

ships to defend the outposts, which were continually be

sieged ; and succeeded in holding out until a reinforcement

of 1,970 troops having arrived, he was enabled to withdraw

his sailors and prepare for an attack from a French fleet

then in Cadiz. He sailed to Lisbon, where he was shortly

afterwards joined by Sir Thomas Dilkes, with four third-

rates ; and hearing that the French admiral was off Gibral

tar with 14 sail of the line, Sir John, on the 5th of March,

departed to look for him.

1 705.—On the 10th ofMarch, when off Cabrita point, five

large ships were observed at daylight standing out of the

bay, which were immediately chased by Sir Thomas Dilkes,

in the Revenge, with the Newcastle, Antelope, Expedition,

and a Dutch ship, followed by the remainder of the squadron.

The French squadron made at first for the Barbary shore ;

but finding Sir Thomas Dilkes to be gaining in the chase,

the French ships tacked, and stood in for the Spanish coast.

At nine o'clock the chasing ships having arrived up with,

captured the Arrogant, a French ship of 60 guns. The

Magnanime, 74, on board which was Admiral Pontis, and

the Fleur-de-lis, 86, made a good resistance, but were at

length driven on shore to the westward of Morbella, and

totally destroyed. The Magnanime took the ground with

such force, that all her masts went over the side, and she

bilged almost immediately. The small portion of her

which remained above water was set on fire by the French

before quitting her. The fourth French ship, the Ardente,

66, and the fifth, the Marquis, 56, were captured by two

Dutch ships. His squadron having succeeded in relieving

Gibraltar from the presence of the French fleet (the remain

ing ships of it having sailed to Toulon), and having captured

several merchant ships, Sir John Leake returned to Lisbon.

In the month of January, Sir George Rooke sailed from

Plymouth with a squadron in order to convoy a large fleet
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of merchant ships out of soundings ; after having effected

which, he cruized off the French coast, and succeeded in

capturing the Thetis, French, 44, twelve privateers, and

seven merchant- ships. In these vessels were taken 2,070

prisoners, and 334 guns.

M. de St. Paul made his escape from Dunkirk in the

month of October, and with his squadron fell in with three

English ships of war, coming from the Baltic, convoying

twelve merchant vessels. The names of the English ships

are not preserved, but a desperate action is recorded, in

which M. St. Paul, who was accounted the best sailor in

the French marine, was killed. The English ships were

at length overpowered, and carried into Dunkirk.

In the morning of the 19th of November, the Montague,

of 60 guns, under the command of Captain Bennet Allen,

cruizing off Cape Nicolas, Hispaniola, discovered two

strange sail to leeward, and in order to avoid being seen,

furled sails and lay under the land till noon, when she made

sail towards them ; the strangers also keeping their wind

to close the Montague. At 4h. p.m. the Montague brought

the two ships, which were a frigate of 50 guns and a fly

boat of 40 guns, to action, and fought them for an hour.

At 5h. the Montague tacked, and the French ships also

tacked ; when having had her topsail cut from the bolt rope,

by shot and the force of the wind together, the Montague

bore up to bend another. The French ships pursued her ;

and the Montague cut away her long boat ; but having

bent another topsail, the French ships hauled their wind,

as did the Montague also, and the action was discontinued

for the night. On the following morning the French ships

were still within gun-shot, but no engagement took place :

the cause of this we prefer giving as it is recorded in the

master's journal :—" At 6h. a.m. we were within gun-shot

of them again, but our captain, being unwilling to bear

down to engage them any more, went into his cabin and

writ a paper, and called all his officers, and told them that

if we should lose a mast, he believed we should be taken ;

and told them if they would sign that paper it would be

no detriment to them at all, but to clear him. Then after

that they had signed, bore away for Jamaica, and would

VOL. I. H
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not engage them, having lost one man, John Miller, killed

in the engagement." After this extraordinary proceeding,

it is further recorded, that on the 29th of the same month,

a court-martial was held at Jamaica upon the captain and

officers, when all except the captain and " chirurgeon" were

dismissed the ship. We have taken much trouble to unravel

this affair, in consequence of the confessions of Lediard

and Campbell of their inability to furnish the name of the

captain of the ship. By referring to their statements, also,

it will be seen that the blame is by those authors imputed

to the officers and crew of the ship, and that the conduct

of the captain is highly extolled. On the other hand,

Charnock, the author of Biographia Navalis (vol. iii. p. 194),

informs us that Captain Bennet Allen (making no mention of

the above transaction) was dismissed the Montague in 1 706,

and that he died in 1750 in obscurity. Charnock is also

wrong : Captain Allen commanded the Montague till May,

1708, when he was succeeded in the command of her by

another captain ; and until his death, was upon the half-

pay list of the navy.

1706.—In this year Sir John Leake performed many

important services in driving M. de Tessi and a French

fleet from before Gibraltar, and to the king of Spain, by

reducing the islands Majorca, Ivica, and Palma, to subjec

tion to his authority ; but his operations do not come

within our province to record. We must, however, notice

the taking of Alicant by Sir George Byng and Sir John

Jennings. On the 28th of June, the siege of this strong

place was commenced. Sir George Byng, with five ships,

anchored in a line close under the walls of the town,

while Sir John Jennings and the marines landed and at

tacked the suburbs. The battering from the ships com

menced early in the morning, and in a short time a breach

was effected in the round tower at the west end of the

town, and another in the middle of the curtain. The land

forces then advanced to the breach in the round tower,

and all the boats pushed off from the ships to support them.

The grenadiers were beaten back before Sir John's party

landed ; but the boats proceeded, and all the men getting

on shore, Captain John Evans, of the Royal Oak, was the
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first to mount the breach, and succeeded, with two or three

of the boats' crews, in getting into the town. Captains

William Passenger, of the Royal Anne, and John Watkins,

of the St. George, followed with some seamen, while Sir

John Jennings, with the remainder of the seamen, took pos

session of the suburbs, and then moved on to their support.

The garrison surrendered the next day, and this important

conquest was achieved with no greater loss than 30 killed

and 80 wounded, including land and sea forces.*

The Romney, 50, Captain William Coney, having been

dispatched by Admiral Sir Cloudesley Shovel, to cruize off

the Spanish coast, and being in company with the Mil-

ford and Fowey frigates, received intelligence on the

12th of December, that a French privateer, with 30 brass

guns on board, which had been recovered from the

wreck of the Magnanime, was at anchor under the forts of

Malaga. Captain Coney resolved immediately to proceed

and endeavour to cut her out, and accordingly made sail

thither. On arriving off the port, he steered directly in

for the French ship, and, unaccompanied by either of the

other ships, one having parted company a short time pre

viously, and the other being disabled, succeeded in bring

ing her out in the face of the heavy fire to which he was

exposed, and carried her in safety to Gibraltar. On the

26th of the same month, the Romney, accompanied by the

Milford and Fowey, gave chase to the Content, French 64-

gun ship, which ship made sail in-shore, and took shelter

close under a small fort at about eight leagues to the west

ward of Almeira. The Romney stood in after her, and

taking a position athwart her bows, and the Milford and

Fowey taking their stations on her bow and quarter, opened

upon her so destructive a fire, that in a short time she

blew up with all her crew. Captain Coney was also suc

cessful in the following January in capturing the Mercury,

French 44, fitted out as a privateer.

1707.—On the 19th March, the Resolution, 70, Captain

the Hon, Henry Mordaunt, having on board the captain's

* For the memorable defence of this place in 1709, by General

Richards, Sir Charles Hotham, and Colonel Sibourg, see Campbell's

" Lives of the Admirals," vol. iii. pp. 222 et seq.

H 2
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father, Earl of Peterborough, and H. C. M. envoy to the

Duke of Savoy, being on her passage to Genoa, fell in with

six large French ships. The earl and the Spanish envoy

immediately embarked on board the Enterprise frigate, and

made their escape to Oneglia. The Milford also made sail in

another direction, leaving Captain Mordaunt to do his best.*

The enemy chased the Resolution, but without gaining very

rapidly, until having carried away some of her spars, the

enemy neared, and opened a destructive fire upon her. In

this emergency, the ship having received much damage,

and being near the land, Captain Mordaunt determined on

running the ship aground, which he accordingly effected at

3h. p.m. The Resolution took the ground in a sandy bay,

within a very short distance of the shore, and directly under

the guns of the Genoese castle of Ventigmilia ; but from

which she received no protection. At 4h. 30m. p.m., Cap

tain Mordaunt was wounded in the thigh by a shot from one

of the French ships, the whole of which had anchored as near

to the Resolution as possible, and were pouring into her a

heavy fire. At about 5 o'clock the French commodore, finding

he could not induce the Resolution to surrender, ordered

all the boats of the squadron, under cover of the guns of a 74-

gun ship, to proceed to her destruction ; but although

nearly all her guns were silenced, yet sufficient of her crew

remained to repulse the boarders with great slaughter, and

they retired for the night. On the morning of the 21st,

at 6h. 30 m. a.m., the largest of the French ships, mounting

80 guns, took up her station as near to the Resolution as

possible, and getting a spring on her cable, brought her

broadside to bear. The Resolution could only bring her

stern chase guns to bear in return, and in addition to her

defenceless state, her magazine was swamped, the water

* In this, as in many other instances, the author has followed the

best authorities ; but he begs to suggest to his readers, that the fact

of the Milford having made sail from the Resolution ought not to

be allowed to convey any censure upon her captain (Philip Stanhope).

When a force greatly inferior to the pursuer is pursued, no disgrace

attaches to the ship which escapes ; since were they to stay by one

another, capture must also, in all probability, ensue ; but this rule

does not apply where resistance is at all likely to avail.
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being over the orlop deck ; so that as under such circum

stances it was found impossible to hold out any longer ;

orders were therefore given to set her on fire, and for

the crew to make their escape to the shore, which was

thoroughly effected, and the ship at 3h. p.m. was burnt

down to the water's edge.*

On the 1st of May a large outward-bound convoy,

under the protection of the Royal Oak, 76, Commodore

Baron Wyld ; Grafton, 70, Captain Edward Acton; and

Hampton Court, 70, Captain George Clements, sailed from

the Downs, and on the 2nd fell in with the Dunkirk squa

dron, commanded by M. Forbin. This squadron consisted

of 10 sail of the line, a frigate, and four privateers ; and

in order to meet it as well as he was able, Commodore

Wyld took five of his largest merchant ships into his line,

and boldly met the attack of the French ships. For two

hours and a half a heavy fire was kept up on both sides ;

but at length Captain Acton being killed, the Grafton was

obliged to surrender to the overwhelming force opposed

to her. The Hampton Court fought desperately, and sunk

the Salisbury alongside of her, but was obliged to surren

der. The Royal Oak escaped with great loss, having

eleven feet water in her hold, by running ashore near

Dungeness, from whence she was next day got off, and car

ried into the Downs. The French took 21 sail of merchant

ships, besides the two ships of war, and carried them all

into Dunkirk. It is recorded that a midshipman, belonging

to the Hampton Court, after the enemy had taken posses

sion of the ship, conveyed Captain Clements, who was

mortally wounded, into the long boat, which was towing

astern, into which himself and seven men also got unper-

ceived, and hid themselves under the thwarts. They then

watched their opportunity to cut the boat adrift, and

succeeded in reaching Rye harbour on the 3rd of May with

the dead body of their captain.

On the last day of June it was determined by Sir Cloud-

esley Shovel and the confederated forces to open the pas-

* This action is placed in accordance with Lediard's account, 1707,

although Campbell, who has followed Burchett, places it in 1706.

Taken in connection with the histories of the period, Lediard's chrono

logy appears most likely to be correct.



102 [1707.BATTLES OF

sage of the Var, where the enemy had strongly entrenched

themselves ; and Sir John Norris, with four of his own,

and one Dutch ship, sailed into that river and advanced

within musket shot of the enemy's works. He then

opened so well-directed a fire, that the cavalry and a great

part of the infantry, being quite unprepared, quitted the

camp, which Sir Cloudesley Shovel—who had followed

Sir John Norris—observing, ordered him to land with the

seamen and marines, and attack them in flank. This ser

vice he performed so successfully, that the French fled from

their entrenchments in great confusion, and the Duke of

Savoy, in half an hour afterwards, passed up without

meeting any resistance.

On the 17th of July an attempt was made upon Toulon

by the confederate forces, again assisted by the fleet under

the command of Sir Cloudesley Shovel. 100 guns were

landed from the different ships, for the batteries, with 200

rounds of ammunition, and a great number of seamen to

serve them ; Rear-admiral Dilkes also bombarded the town

with the fleet ; but, notwithstanding the success which at

one time seemed likely to follow, it was afterwards deemed

prudent to withdraw from before the place. The French,

however, sustained much loss, for, in addition to eight of

their largest ships, which were burnt, several magazines

and 130 houses were destroyed. Sir Cloudesley Shovel was

greatly chagrined at the partial failure of this expedition,

and departed for England,* leaving a squadron under the

command of Sir Thomas Dilkes to blockade Toulon.

Notwithstanding the fate of Commodore Wyld's squadron

* On the 23rd of October the fleet of Sir Cloudesley arrived off

Scilly in a gale of wind, and sounded in 90 fathoms. In the evening,

it is believed, he thought he saw the lights of Scilly, as he soon after

wards made signals of danger. Sir George Byng was only half a

mile to windward of him, and observed the sea breaking over the

rocks, known as the bishop and his clerks, upon which rocks the admi

ral is believed to have struck, as his ship, the Association, was never

seen afterwards. Besides the admiral's ship, the Eagle, 70, Captain

R. Hancock, and the Romney, 50, Captain William Coney, also

perished ; as did the Firebrand fire-ship. Sir George Byng's ship,

the Royal Anne, was saved by the great skill of her officers and crew,

in setting her topsails, when only a few feet from the rocks. The St.

George, also, was miraculously saved. A magnificent tomb is erected

to the memory of Sir Cloudesley in Westminster Abbey.
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in May, the Admiralty persisted in providing no bet

ter convoy for the Lisbon fleet, which, after much delay,

sailed in October. The merchant ships consisted of 130

sail, in charge of the Cumberland, 80, Commodore Richard

Edwards ; Devonshire, 80 ; and Royal Oak, 76 ; with two

50-gun ships, the Ruby and Chester, which latter were in

structed to see the fleet into port ; the former being only

directed to see it clear of the soundings.

On the 10th of October, being off the Lizard, they fell

in with the united squadrons of Count Forbin and M. du

Guai Trouin, together consisting of 12 sail of the line.

Commodore Edwards immediately formed a line, and stood

towards the enemy, in order to give the merchant ships an

opportunity of effecting their escape. At about noon the

action commenced ; M. du Guai Trouin and two other

ships attacking the Cumberland. The fight was conducted

with great skill on both sides ; but at length the Cumberland,

being dismasted and reduced to a defenceless state, struck

her colours. The Devonshire maintained a running fight

with five French ships until the dusk, when, melancholy to

relate, she blew up with all on board ; two only, out of

700 of her crew, being saved.* The Achille boarded the

Royal Oak, and a long and desperate action ensued, when

the Achille being disabled, the Royal Oak effected her

. escape into Kinsale. The Chester and Ruby were also

captured by Count Forbin and other ships of his squa

dron.f The merchant ships effected their escape, and ar

rived at Lisbon in safety.

* After much patient research we are at length enabled to do that

tardy justice of recording the names of the devoted captain and officers

of this bravely defended ship, which historians, who wrote when the

subject was fresh in the memory of all, most inexcusably omitted.

Captain John Watkins, who, as we have seen, behaved so gallantly

when Captain of the St. George, in the taking of Alicant, was the

officer who perished in command of this ship. This officer removed

into the Devonshire on the 30th of August, 1706, as flag captain to

Rear-Admiral Sir John Jennings, but the latter hauled down his flag

on the 28th April antecedent to this action. The lieutenants were,

Thomas Witts, William Payne, and Robert Tempest ; master, Thomas

Tribbett ; chaplain, Alexander Walker ; gunner, John Rollo.

f A court-martial assembled October 27th, 1708, to try Captains

Edwards, of the Cumberland, Balchen, of the Chester, and Wyld,
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As a very poor set-off to this success of the French—

though it is evident the success was more owing to the bad

management of the government, than to any falling-off on

the part of the commanders—Captain Nicholas Haddock,

in command of the Ludlow Castle, fell in on the 30th of

December, off the Long-sand-head, with two large priva

teers, each of which carried more men than the Ludlow

Castle. These ships were the Nightingale and Squirrel ;

formerly in the British navy, but captured and fitted out at

Dunkirk ; the Nightingale being under the command of

one Thomas Smith, who had been dismissed the English

service. The two ships attacked the Ludlow Castle, but

mere so warmly received that they endeavoured to make

off. Captain Haddock gave chase to the largest, which he

captured at about 1 1 o'clock the same night.

1708.—The West Indies was the principal scene of ac

tion during this year, the Mediterranean fleet being mostly

employed co-operating with the confederate troops in the

taking of Sardinia and Port Mahon, in which latter affair

Captain Stanhope, of the Milford, was killed.

The West India squadron was under the command of

Commodore Wager, who, hearing of the arrival of a

French squadron of great force at the Havannah, under

M. du Casse, for the purpose of convoying a fleet of

Spanish treasure-ships, which were to sail from Porto Bello

to Carthagena, and then meet him there, resolved to inter

cept them previous to their reaching the Havannah. The

Severn, Captain Humphrey Pudner, was accordingly dis

patched to reconnoitre the harbour of Porto Bello, from

whom the commodore received intelligence, on the 23rd of

May, that the fleet had sailed for Carthagena on the 19th.

The ships with Commodore Wager then consisted of the

Expedition, 60, the commodore's ship, Captain Henry Long;

Kingston, 60, Simon Bridges'; Portland, 60, Edward Wind

sor, and Vulture fire-ship, with which he cruized till the

of the Royal Oak, when the two former were honourably acquitted, and

the latter cashiered, and rendered incapable of further service in the

royal navy, a sentence which, to say the least of it, appears to have

been a very severe one upon Captain Wyld, who, on so many pre

vious occasions, as well as on this, behaved well.
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27th, when he began to fear the galleons had reached the

Havannah ; but on the 28th, at noon, the Spanish ships, 1 7

in number, were seen from the mast-head. Commodore

Wager immediately gave chase ; but the Spanish admiral,

despising so paltry a force, proceeded on his voyage without

deigning to notice it. Unable to weather a small island

called Baru, however, which lay in their course to Cartha-

gena, whither they were bound, the Spanish admiral was

under the necessity of tacking, and thus neared the British

squadron. The Spanish admiral then drew his ships into

a line, his own ship bearing a white pendant at the main, in

the centre, and his vice and rear-admirals in their proper

stations. Of the 17 sail, two were sloops and one a

brigantine, which withdrew from the action, and made sail

in- shore. This squadron, at that time, is said to have had

on board specie to the amount of 48 millions of pieces of

eight.

Commodore Wager immediately decided on engaging the

Spanish admiral, a 64-gun ship, himself ; and ordered the

Kingston to engage the vice-admiral, and the Portland to

attack the rear-admiral, and accordingly made sail. The

sun was just setting as the commodore commenced the

engagement, which, as the ships neared, became very fierce

and bloody. In about an hour and a half the Spanish admi

ral's ship took fire, and blew up with a tremendous explosion,

throwing vast quantities of the burning fragments upon the

deck of the Expedition. Seeing the fate of their admiral,

the Spaniard's dispersed in the greatest confusion, and it

was some time before the commodore could renew the

action : but at about lOh. p. m.—the night being very dark

—he succeeded in getting alongside of the Spanish rear-

admiral's ship, into which he poured a broadside. Com

modore Wager, who had hoisted a light, being perceived

by the Portland and Kingston, was soon joined by those

ships, and shortly after midnight the Spanish ship sur

rendered.

Eefore daybreak another large ship was discovered by

Commodore Wager on his weather bow, and three sail

upon the weather quarter, three or four leagues off. Upon

which, his own ship being unable to carry a press of sail,
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he ordered the two ships of his squadron which were unin

jured to chase to windward. This order was tardily-

obeyed ; but the signals being repeated, they at length ran

the commodore out of sight. It appeared by their own

statement on their rejoining, that the ship they had chased

was the vice-admiral's, but that she had got among the

shoals of Salmadinas, whither they were deterred by the

shoalness of the water from following. A court-martial was

on the 23rd of July held upon Captains Bridges and Windsor

for not persevering more in endeavouring to destroy the

Spanish vice-admiral, and they were both dismissed their

ships. The freight on board the Spanish admiral's ship

which was blown up was valued at seven millions of pieces

of eight ; the vice-admiral who escaped had six millions ;

and the one taken was the least valuable. Commodore

Wager was promoted to be rear-admiral on the same day

on which this action was fought.

1709.—On the 25th of February the Assurance, 70,

Captain Anthony Toilet, Sunderland, 60, and Hampshire

(Hon. H. Maynard), Anglesea and Assistance, of 50 guns

each, sailed from Cork in charge of the traders bound to

England, and on the 2nd of March, being eight leagues

S.S.W. of the Lizard, four large ships were discovered

standing towards them. The convoy were instantly

ordered to disperse, and the Sunderland and Anglesea

having parted company the day before, Captain Toilet

ordered his three remaining ships to form a line of

battle. At 8h. a. m. the enemy bore down in line, and

having arrived within musket shot, hoisted French colours.

The French commodore—Du Guai Trouin—in the Achille,

70 guns, ranged up so close alongside the Assurance that

she fell on board, and both ships commenced a furious

cannonade, their yard-arms touching. The French ship

being provided with men in her tops, committed great ha

voc on the quarter-deck of the Assurance, killing and

wounding nearly every man upon it. For half an hour this

destructive fire continued, at the expiration of which time

the two ships having fallen off before the wind, separated ;

but they again closed and renewed the action in a short

time upon the other side, and with equal fury, when the
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Achille sheered off and made sail after the merchant

ships. The other three French ships, which mounted from

40 to 50 guns each, then ranged up alongside the Assu

rance, but her fire soon compelled them also to sheer off.

The Assurance was left without a shroud or a stay uncut,

her foresail and fore-topsail shot to pieces, her best

bower anchor cut from the bows, one of the flukes of the

sheet anchor shot away, and her small bower anchor

driven into her bows. Captain Toilet had been four

months absent from his duty, sick, but was on this occasion

taken on deck in a chair, in which he was wounded. The

first lieutenant was wounded in the leg, but his wound

being dressed, he returned on deck. The second lieutenant

was killed, as were several French officers, passengers.

Altogether, the Assurance sustained a loss of 25 killed and

53 wounded, many of whom died of their wounds. The

French squadron having principally directed their strength

upon Commodore Toilet's ship, the Hampshire had only two

men killed, and 11 wounded, and the Assistance 8 killed

and 20 wounded, among which latter was Captain Abra

ham Tudor, mortally. M. du Guai's ship and squadron

suffered very severely, although their loss is not recorded.

The Assurance lost no time in refitting, and in pursuing

the French squadron, and to protect the convoy. Five

merchant ships, however, were unavoidably captured, two

of which foundered before reaching France. Hear-Admi-

ral Lord Dursley, who commanded a squadron in the

Channel, having received intelligence that M. du Guai

Trouin was cruizing off Scilly, departed in pursuit of him,

and having escorted the Lisbon fleet as far as he considered

necessary, he on the 9th of April got sight of the Achille,

which ship du Guai Trouin still commanded. Le Glorieux,

50, together with the Bristol, an English 50, which had

shortly before been captured, were also in company. These

two latter were overtaken and captured, but the Achille

escaped by her superior sailing. Several smaller prizes

were also taken by Lord Dursley's squadron, which was

very successful ; but the French were equally on the alert,

and a very harassing and destructive warfare was carried
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on. The Sweepstakes, 32-gun frigate, was captured about

this time by two large French privateers.

On the 18th of May the Falmouth, 50, Captain Walter

Ryddel, when off Scilly, in charge of the homeward-bound

North American fleet, fell in with four French men-of-war.

The commodore of the French squadron—whose name

Campbell nor theLondon Gazette does not furnish—in a 64-

gun ship, attacked the Falmouth with the design of board

ing her, which evolution Captain Ryddel gallantly met by

filling his head sails and laying the French ship athwart

hawse, and in this position, with their bowsprits locked

together, the two ships for an hour and a half kept up a

heavy fire. The French crew several times attempted to

board, but were each time beaten back with much loss ;

and at the expiration of that time, the French ship, finding

there was no chance of capturing the Falmouth, disengaged

herself from the former's rigging, and made sail away from

her. Captain Ryddel, whose principal care was the con

voy, persevered in making sail after it, and preserved it

from capture, conveying every ship in safety to Plymouth.

In this truly gallant encounter on the part of Captain

Ryddel,- the Falmouth sustained a loss of 13 men killed ;

and the captain (in the right leg), second lieutenant, Mr.

Lawrence (a volunteer), and 53 men, wounded. The Fal

mouth had on board at the time a freight of £20,000 New

England money.

On the same day Captain George Cammock, in the

Speedwell, captured in Beerhaven a large French privateer,

and recaptured a rich merchant ship which the privateer

had taken. This officer was very successful ; and took the

next morning another privateer, consort to the above ;

and three weeks afterwards captured a fine vessel mounting

12 guns with 90 men, in the act of taking possession of

three merchant ships.

In the Mediterranean, this year, little was done which

falls within our province to record, except the capture of

the Fowey, 32, by two large French ships, in the month of

June, the operations there being mostly of a military cha

racter.
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On the 20th of September, the Plymouth, 60, Captain

Jonas Hanway, being in the Channel, gave chase to a

French ship of war, which after a two hours' pursuit she

arrived up with, and began to engage. The French ship

maintained the action for an hour, at the expiration of which

time, having had 14 officers and seamen killed, and 60

wounded, she hauled down her colours. She proved to be

L'Adriad, a Dunkirk privateer, mounting 40 guns, and

having on board a crew of 260 men. The complement

of the Plymouth being much reduced by having a large

number of men on shore sick, she was only able to

man forty of her guns ; and her loss in this action

amounted to a captain of marines and 7 men killed, and

16 wounded.

The indefatigable du Guai Trouin still continued to

harass every convoy which entered the Channel, and in

the latter end of October, being about 150 leagues to the

westward of Scilly, with his squadron, attacked the two

British ships of war Gloucester and Hampshire, which had

separated from the main body of the West India convoy in

a gale of wind. A portion of the fleet of merchant ships

remained with them, and these two ships—Gloucester and

Hampshire—fought the French squadron seven hours,

giving the merchant ships full time to escape. The

Hampshire, still commanded by the Honourable Henry

Maynard, succeeded in beating off the enemy, and in a

tattered state reached Baltimore; but the Gloucester, a

64-gun ship, was obliged to surrender, after a truly honour

able defence.

In the West Indies, this year, Rear-admiral Wager's

squadron continued to do exceeding good service, in pro

tecting the trade of the colonies and in destroying that of

the French. In the month of April, the Portland, Captain

Stephen Hutchings, who had been convoying the traders to

Porto-Bello, was lying in the Bastimentoes, from which

place four ships, two of 50, and two of 30 guns, were

observed at anchor in the harbour of Porto-Bello. The

two largest Captain Hutchins understood to be the Coventry,

which had been captured from the British by the French,

and the Mignon, both from Africa. On the 1st of May,
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intelligence was brought to him that these ships had sailed

on the previous night ; and the Portland immediately put

to sea in quest of them. On the 3rd, at 8h. a.m., two of

the French ships were discovered to windward, and about

noon they bore up, and ran down to the Portland. They

did not, however, approach near enough to engage on that

day; but on the morning of the 4th, by tacking in the

night, Captain Hutchings succeeded in getting within gun

shot on the lee quarter of the Mignon, which he engaged

very smartly. The Coventry dropped astern to the sup

port of her consort, and taking her station on the lee-bow

of the Portland, both ships kept up a cross fire upon her,

which did great damage to the rigging and sails. A run

ning fight of some hours continued, when the Portland

having had her maintopsail-yard cut in two, dropped astern.

All the remainder of the day and night was employed on

board the Portland in replacing the damages of the previous

day's action, and at 4h. a.m. on the 5th that ship was

again in chase of her former adversaries ; but it was not

until the 6th that he was again enabled to get within shot

of them.

At 7h. a.m., the Coventry having given the Portland

an opportunity, those two ships closed, and a well-directed

fire was opened. The Coventry's deck was observed to be

crowded with men, so much so, that Captain Hutchings did

not think it prudent to attempt to carry her by boarding ;

but a close action was maintained with spirit until 11h.

a. m., when the French ship lost her mainmast. With

much obstinacy, however, she still continued the fight, but

at 12h.30m. p.m., after a gallant defence, surrendered. What

became of the Mignon, Campbell does not record, but we

may presume she made her escape. The Coventry suf

fered severely, having had her captain killed and her second

captain wounded, together with a great many men ; her

crew having been much augmented by men from the

Mignon. The Portland, out of a crew of 220, boys and

servants included, sustained a loss of 9 killed and 12

wounded. The prize was very rich, having on board

20,000 pieces of eight. This action confers great honour

on the skill, bravery, and determination of Captain Hutch
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ings ; and the defence of the Coventry, which was pro

tracted as long as a possibility of escape remained, was

equally creditable to the French.

On the 8th of November, the Defiance, 50, Captain John

Evans, and Centurion, 50, Captain James Mighels, fell in

with two French ships, of equal force, off Malaga. An

action commenced between the ships at 8h. a.m., which

lasted till noon, when the French ships made sail away.

The Defiance and Centurion made all sail after them, but

were unable to bring them to action a second time ; and

the French ships, in a shattered state, with the loss of 100

men, got into Malaga. The Defiance lost in this action

25 men killed and 60 wounded ; and the Centurion is said

to have suffered as much, so that this, although indecisive,

appears to have been a well-fought battle on both sides.

On the 29th of December,* the Pembroke, 64, Captain

Edward Rumsey, and the Falcon, 32, Captain Charles Con

stable, were fallen in with to the southward of Nice, by

three French ships of war of superior force. The Toulouse,

of 70 guns, having arrived up with the Pembroke, engaged

her with much spirit, and the remaining two ships, one

mounting 60, and the other 54 guns, having also arrived

up to the assistance of the Toulouse, the Pembroke, after

a most determined defence, was compelled to strike. The

brave Captain Rumsey was killed, and 140 of his crew

killed and wounded, and the ship reduced to a mere wreck.

The Falcon was also pursued, and Captain Constable,

although severely wounded, refused to quit the deck. He

continued the action as long as a hope remained, when he

struck his colours. Soon afterwards the Moor, French 60-

gun ship, was captured, after an honourable defence, by

the Breda, Captain Thomas Long, and Warspite, Joseph

Crow.

As a proof of the high spirit reigning in the navy at this

period, we will next record an anecdote of Captain Robert

Hughes, of the Winchester. About the latter end of No-

* This action is stated by Charnock and others to have occurred in

1710, which is obviously a mistake, as the intelligence of it was

brought to Sir John Norris in March, 1710, at Port Mahon.
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vember, the Winchester fell in with a large Dutch priva

teer, whose commander being required to lower his top

gallant sails—an honour at that time demanded to be

paid to the English flag—replied to the summons by

a broadside. Captain Hughes immediately closed with

the Dutch ship, and a desperate battle ensued, in which

the Dutch captain was killed, and between 30 and 40

of his crew.

1710.—On the 3rd of May, the Suffolk, 70, Captain

William Cleveland, being one of Vice-admiral Baker's

squadron, off Messina, captured the Galliard, a French 56-

gun ship, but which had only 38 guns mounted.

On the 29th of July, the fleet of Admiral Aylmer, who

commanded in the Channel, discovered several sail, which

the Kent, Assurance, and York were ordered to chase.

The Kent, Captain Robert Johnson, took the lead, and

chased all night ; so that on the following morning only

one ship was to be seen by her ; which she got alongside

of, and after a sharp engagement compelled to surrender.

The prize proved to be the Superbe, of 56 guns, a well-

known cruizer, and one which had been very active. Her

crew was composed of picked men, and exceeded in number

that of the Kent. The Superbe, being nearly a new ship,

was added to the British navy.

Sir John Norris held the command of the Mediterranean

fleet this year ; but although his services were of the ut

most consequence, we find few matters which have come

within our scope to record ; those services being principally

confined to shore operations.

At the latter end of July, the fleet being off Toulon,

stood into Hyeres Bay, where a French fly, or packet-boat,

was discovered, which had taken shelter under the guns of

three strong batteries. The admiral immediately dis

patched the boats of the fleet, under the command of Cap

tain Thomas Stepney, to endeavour to bring her out. The

boats accordingly shoved off, full of men, and the French

crew were observed to be leaving the vessel. The boats

rowed hastily alongside and boarded the vessel, which the

cowardly crew of the French vessel had anticipated ; for the
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men had scarcely entered, when the vessel and all on board

were blown to pieces. Before leaving the vessel, a train

had been laid, which communicated with the magazine ; and

previously to the last man quitting, a slow match, which

was to deal destruction, was ignited. The vessel blew up

with 35 Englishmen on board, most of whom were killed.

Various important services were this year performed on

the coasts of America, by a squadron of five ships of war,

and several transports, under the command of Commodore

Martin and Colonel Nicholson ; but, for the reasons before

stated, we cannot enter into detail respecting the expedi

tion. The result was, the reduction of Port Royal, Nova

Scotia, an important possession to the English, and which

has ever since been annexed to the crown of England.

The 50-gun ships Rochester, Severn, and Portland ;

Captains John Aldred, Humphry Pudner, and George Pur

vis, visited in the month of August all the French harbours

on the north side of Newfoundland, and committed great de

vastation there. In their way thither, also, they took two

richly-laden merchant ships, valued at £30,000, one of

which was afterwards surprised and recaptured. The fol

lowing account was the result of their successes :—in the

harbour, La Couche, two vessels, mounting in all 30 guns,

with 145 men ; in Carouse, three vessels, mounting together

64 guns, with 210 men ; at Petit Maitre, one vessel, of 18

guns and 80 men ; and at Great St. Julian, one vessel, of

30 guns and 1 20 men ; three of which were brought away,

but the rest were destroyed.

1711.—On the 22nd of March, the Mediterranean fleet

still commanded by Sir John Norris, being in Vado Bay, the

signal was made for seeing four ships, upon which the ad

miral ordered the Nassau and Exeter to go in pursuit of

them. The Lion, Lyme, and Severn, British look-out ships,

joined them, and on the 26th an engagement took place.

The French ships mounted from 60 to 40 guns each, and

maintained a running fight with such of the English ships

as could get up. The Severn, Captain Pudner, and

Lyme, were in consequence disabled (the former having lost

23 men killed and wounded), and obliged to return into

VOL. I. I
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port ; but the Lion, Captain Galfridus Walpole, and the

Exeter, Captain Beaumont Raymond, continued the chase.

Captain Walpole lost his right arm, and had 40 men killed

and wounded, besides his ship being almost unrigged before

he relinquished it. The Exeter, 60, still continued the pur

suit, and engaged the Pembroke, (late an English 64, but

now) a French 50-gun ship, which she compelled to strike,

but was not able to take possession of her, owing to her

disabled state.

To give an idea of the strength and insolence of the

Dunkirk privateers about this time, it is only necessary to

refer to the successful attack made upon the Advice, of 46

guns, commanded by Captain Kenneth Lord Duffus. On the

27th of June, while lying at anchor in Yarmouth roads, eight

large privateers bore down and attacked her. Such was

the vigour of their assault, that the Advice was in a

short time reduced to a wreck, and had two-thirds of her

crew either killed or wounded—the captain among the

latter. The ship was carried by the privateers into

Dunkirk, but the conduct of the crews of the vessels,

in the indignities they offered to the English prisoners,

proved them to deserve the appellation of pirates, rather

than privateers.

The Toulouse, French 50-gun ship,* was captured off

Toulon in the summer of this year, by the Hampton Court

and Stirling Castle. The Tridente, 50, consort of the Tou

louse, effected her escape.

In the West Indies, this year, only two actions took

place, which we have to record ; the first was fought by

the Newcastle, 50, Captain Sampson Bourn, who fell in off

Antigua with a flotilla, consisting of a ship of 36 guns,

another of 24 guns, two merchant ships, and nine sloop

privateers, which had put to sea on the 10th of June, from

Martinique, with the design of reducing Antigua. The

Newcastle, though for some time unable to bring her

* It is not improbable that the Toulouse thus captured is identical

with the Toulouse mentioned at p. Ill, and there called by Campbell,

Lediard. and other writers, a ship of 70 guns.
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broadside to bear upon them, still persevered, and at length,

after a three hours' action, completely disabled them, and

having killed 64 of their men, compelled the flotilla to

return to Martinique. The second was the capture of a

Spanish galleon, mounting 60 brass guns, by the Salisbury's

prize, 60, Captain Robert Harland, which happened on the

27th of July off Carthagena. The Salisbury's prize formed

part of Commodore Littleton's squadron, and had one man

killed, and six wounded in the encounter.

The operations of the combined fleet, under Sir John

Leake, were this year confined to the protection of the

English coast, and to the destroying the privateers which

infested the Channel, many of whom were captured. Still

less actions do the annals of 1712 afford; and we will

therefore briefly sum up the events of this memorable war,

which was terminated by the peace of Utrecht, signed on

the 1st of April, 1713, and which cannot be better done

than in the words of Campbell :—

" Upon the close of the war the French found themselves

totally deprived of all pretensions to the dominion of the

sea. Most of our conquests—indeed, all of them that

were of any use to us—were made—or at least chiefly—by

our fleets. Sir George Rooke took Gibraltar ; Sir John

Leake reduced Minorca ; and it is also evident that it was

our fleet alone that supported King Charles in Catalonia,

and kept the King of Portugal steady to the grand alliance ;

which, besides the advantages it brought to the common

cause, secured to us the invaluable profits of our trade to

that country. At the same time our fleets prevented the

French from so much as sailing on the Mediterranean,

where they had made a figure in the last war, and kept

many of the Italian states in awe. The very Algerines

and other piratical states of Barbary, contrary to their

natural propensity to the French, were now obsequious to

us, and entertained no manner of doubt of the superiority

of our flag. In a word, to sum up all, we had to deal in

the first of the war with the fleets of Brest and Toulon,

capable of disputing with us the dominion of the sea in our

full strength."

Then follows a summary of ships of war captured or

i 2



116 [1713.BATTLES OF

destroyed belonging to the English and French navies ; by

which it appears, that in the course of the war the English

sustained a loss of 38 ships, mounting 1,596 guns ; while

that of the French exceeded ours by 18 ships, and 1,498

guns. Great Britain retained possession of Gibraltar,

Minorca, Hudson's Bay, the whole of Nova Scotia, the

island of St. Christopher's, and also Newfoundland, with a

few exceptions.
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CHAPTER VIII.

1713—1727.

"We have now to begin with the reign of George I.,

which commenced in a period of peace ; and we have to

pass over the three first years before any battle presents

itself.

1716.—In this year the piratical states being again on

the alert, and committing piracies, Vice-Admiral John

Baker, who held the Mediterranean command, cruized

with much success against them. But the Sallee rovers

continued their depredations with more impunity, owing

to their drawing so little water, which enabled them to

evade our cruizers. Captain Arthur Dalgarno, of the 20-

gun ship Hind, fell in with one of their largest, a ship of

24 guns, which he engaged for two hours and a half, and

compelled to strike. To show, however, the desperation

of these corsairs, the vessel sank with all her crew immedi

ately after surrendering. The Bridgewater also destroyed

another of these hornets, mounting eight guns, and for the

time these piracies were entirely suppressed.

1718.—A Spanish force having been dispatched with an

army, with the design of attacking the island of Sicily, the

British court, determined to protect the house of Austria,

and to maintain the neutrality of Italy, ordered a fleet of

20 sail of the line, under the command of Admiral Sir

George Byng, to proceed to their support. On the 3rd of

June this fleet sailed from Spithead, and on the 24th ar

rived at Cadiz. At this place the admiral acquainted the

King of Spain, by letter, with his intention, according to

his orders, of acting against all those who should attempt

to violate the peace of Italy. To this the King of Spain re

turned for answer, " that the admiral might follow his

orders." The fleet then sailed for Naples, where it an

chored on the 21st of July.
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On the 30th (O.S.), or 10th of August (N.S.), being to

the northward of Messina, the admiral received intelli

gence that the Spanish fleet had been seen off Reggio ; and

early in the morning two sail were discovered which formed

part of it. At the same time a felucca came off from the

Calabrian coast with the intelligence that the Spanish fleet

was seen from the hills. The fleet accordingly made sail

through the Faro of Messina, in chase of the two vessels

they had seen ; and at noon the Spanish fleet was observed

formed in a line of battle. The Spanish fleet, commanded

by Admiral don Antonio Castaneta, consisted of 26 ships

of war, 13 bombs and smaller vessels, and several store

ships, &c Upon seeing the British fleet, the Spanish ad

miral made sail with the wind abaft the beam, but still

maintaining the order of sailing. Admiral Byng ordered

the Kent, Superbe, Grafton, and Orford, to make what sail

they could after the Spanish fleet, and to endeavour to keep

sight of them during the night. On the morning of the

31st (or 11th of August), at daylight, the British fleet had

gained considerably, and the smaller vessels of the Spanish

fleet tacked and endeavoured to get in shore. Sir George,

however, dispatched the Canterbury, Captain Walton,

together with the Argyle and six others, to cut them off ;

and as those ships approached the Spaniards, one ship fired

a broadside into the Argyle, thereby commencing hostilities.

Leaving these eight ships to deal with the in-shore squa

dron, Sir George stood on after the larger ships ; and here

we will insert a list of the two fleets :—

Gun Ship. rAdmiral Sir George Byng,*

90 Barfleur s George Sanders, 1st Captain,

IRichard Lestock, 2nd ,,

rVice-Admiral Charles Cornwall

80 Shrewsbury s (white),

* In the Painted Hall, at Greenwich, is a picture purporting to

illustrate this action, in which the admiral's ship is represented with

the union jack at the main. Sir George Byng was not, however,

entitled to that distinction (unless special permission was granted him)

until 1720, when he was appointed rear-admiral of England. In all

probability he wore white at the main.
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Gun Ship.

70 Dorsetshire

Rear-Admiral George Delaval

(white),

ICaptain John Furger,

Burford Captain Charles Vanbrugh,

70

60

50

Richard Rowzier,

Nicholas Haddock,

Charles Strickland,

Barrow Harris,

Edward Falkingham,

Thomas Matthews,^

Thomas Kempthorne,

Archibald Hamilton,

George Walton,

William Haddock,

Christopher O'Brien

Streynsham Master,

Arthur Field,

Francis Drake,

Thomas Beverley,

Joseph Winder,

Coningsby Norbury.

The aggregate of the crews of the above ships is given by

Campbell at 8,885. The Spanish fleet consisted of the

following1 :—

Essex

Grafton

Lenox

Breda

Orford ,

Kent

Royal Oak

Captain

Canterbury

Dreadnought . . .

Rippon

Superbe ,

Rupert

Dunkirk

Montagu

{Rochester

Argyle

Gun Ship.

74 Philip,*

Prince of Asturias,*

' Royal,*

St. Louis,

St. Ferdinand,

St. Carlos,*

Sta. Isabella,*

Sta. Rosa,*

St. John Baptist,

.St. Peter,

r Pearl,

IName unknown,!

70

60 <

50

Gun

46

44

36

30

26

Ship.

("St. Isidore,*

I Esperansa,f

{Volante,

Name unknown,f

Hermione,

Porcupine (French),

r Surprise,*

\Juno,*

(" Gallera,

< Castilla,

LCount de Thoulouse,

Tyger,*

* We anticipate the course of the history by affixing asterisks to

those ships taken, and f to those burnt or destroyed ; the remainder

escaped.
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Gun Ship. Gun Ship.

24 Eagle, 20 Little St. John,

22 St. Francis Areres, 18 Arrow.

20 Little St. Ferdinand,

The crews of the above fleet amounted to 8,830.

The admiral continued pursuing the main body of

the Spanish fleet ; and the Orford and Grafton being

the leading ships, were fired at by the sternmost ships of

the Spanish fleet at about 10h. a.m. The admiral cau

tiously ordered those ships not to return the fire of the

Spaniards, unless it was repeated ; which they soon doing,

the Orford attacked and took the Santa Rosa, 64. The

San Carlos, 60, was the next ship to strike ; which she

did to the Kent. Captain Nicholas Haddock, in the Grafton,

having shot ahead, took up a position as close as he could

to the Principe de Asturias, 70, bearing the flag of Vice-

Admiral Chacon, which he engaged with great effect ; and

then finding the Breda and Captain to be closing with him,

Captain Haddock gallantly made sail for the next ship,

leaving the Principe much shattered, to be taken possession

of by those ships ; this was the plan pursued throughout

the action by the brave Haddock, which accounts for no

ship having struck to the Grafton. At about lh. p.m. the

Kent and Superbe, having arrived up, engaged the Spanish

admiral in the St. Philip, but, supported by two ships of

his fleet, Don Antonio maintained a running fight for two

hours ; when the Kent, by her superior sailing, being

enabled to pass under the stern of the St. Philip, fired a

destructive raking broadside into her, and then hauled up

on her lee quarter. The Superbe also attacked her on the

weather quarter ; and after an obstinate defence the St.

Philip at length surrendered, having lost 200 of her crew.

The Barfleur coming up was attacked by two 60-gun ships

just arrived in the midst of the engagement from Malta—

one, the St. Louis, bearing Rear-Admiral Guavara's flag—

but after firing their broadsides, both tacked and stood in

for the land. The Barfleur tacked after them, and pursued

them till nearly dark ; but the wind being light and

baffling, Admiral Byng was obliged to make for his own

fleet. The remaining incidents are short : the Essex cap
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tured the Juno ; the Montagu and Rupert, the Volante ;

and the Dorsetshire took the Santa Isabella. This memo

rable action was fought about six leagues from Cape

Passaro.

We must now return to Captain Walton, from whom,

on the 18th, the admiral received the following laconic

epistle, which deserves to be preserved, and a copy to be

furnished to every captain in the British navy. It ran as

follows :—

" Sir,—We have taken and destroyed all the Spanish

ships and vessels which were upon the coast, the number

as per margin.

" Canterbury, off Syracusa, " I am, &c,

" August 16, 1718." " G. Walton."

These ships, " as per margin," consisted of four ships of

war, the Royal, 60, bearing Rear-Admiral Mari's flag ;

one ship of 50, one of 44, and one of 24 guns, with a bomb

vessel, and a ship laden with military stores, captured.

Those burnt were one of 54 guns, two of 40, and one of

30 guns ; with a fire-ship and bomb vessel.

The ship which suffered most on the 11th of August,

was the Grafton, Captain Haddock ; but historians have

been singularly remiss in not having recorded even a rough

estimate of her loss, or that of the fleet. But judging from

the damages received by the fleet and prizes, it must have

been severe on both sides. The conduct of Sir George

Byng was wholly approved of by King George the First.

The St. Philip was destroyed by fire at Port Mahon a

short time afterwards, and the Spanish admiral, Don Anto

nio Castaneta, died of wounds received in the action shortly

after having been landed at Sicily. War was formally de

clared against Spain on the 1 7th of December.

1719.—In the succeeding year Sir George Byng, who

for his eminent services was afterwards created Viscount

Torrington, besieged and took the citadel of Messina, and

carried on his operations in conjunction with some Austrian

forces with such energy, that the Spaniards were under

the necessity of evacuating the island altogether.

On the 28th of June, Captain Protheroe, in command of
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the Looe, captured a large Spanish privateer between Cor

sica and Capri ; and in July, Captain Haddock, in the

Grafton, chased three Genoese ships conveying a reinforce

ment of 800 soldiers to the Spaniards, and a large quantity

of arms ; two of which ships were taken, and the third ran

on shore.

In the early part of the month of August, a squadron of

British ships of war under the command of Captain Robert

Johnson, with a body of troops under Col. Stanhope, attacked

the Spanish shipping in Port Antonio : 200 seamen landed

with Colonel Stanhope, and having destroyed two batteries,

with 47 pieces of cannon, they proceeded to the arsenal,

where the seamen burnt one ship of 70 guns, and two of

60 guns on the stocks, nearly ready for launching, besides

setting fire to the timber deposited there. This exploit

was executed with no greater loss than four or five seamen

drowned in attempting to land.

We have next to record another dashing performance of

Captain Robert Johnson, in the Weymouth. Cruizing

off the Groine, on the 15th of September, having under

his orders the Winchester frigate and Dursley galley, he

received intelligence that two Spanish ships of war and a

large merchant ship were lying in the harbour of Ribades,

about sixteen leagues to the eastward of Cape Ortugal.

Leaving the Dursley off the Groine, Captain Johnson, in

the Weymouth, with the Winchester, sailed thither, and

arrived there on the 16th. Having sent the boats ahead

to sound, the ships stood in under easy sail, and anchored

between the ships and a battery of eight guns, within

musket-shot of each. In a very short time the fire of the

ships and battery also was silenced, and a party of men

landed and took possession of the latter ; the ships of war

blew up before they could be boarded, but the merchant

ship was carried off. *

In the month of October, in the same year, a land and sea

force, commanded by Lord Cobham and Vice-Admiral James

Mighels, landed at Vigo, which was surprised ; and with the

loss to the British of only two officers, and four men killed,

* Captain Johnson received the honour of knighthood.
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this strongly-fortified place was compelled to surrender.

Large quantities of brass cannon, and 2,000 barrels of

powder, besides about 8,000 muskets, were seized, all

which were to have been employed against England in an

expedition fitting out at that place. Seven ships, also,

three of which were privateers, fell to the share of the

captors. From Vigo the troops departed for Ponta Vedra,

which place surrendered without opposition, and it was

found to contain vast quantities of military stores. The

expedition then returned to England.

A squadron, under the command of Commodore Caven

dish, consisting of the Dover, Advice and Norwich, on the

night of the 7th of December, fell in, off Cape St. Vincent,

with three large Spanish ships, which were chased, and

on the 9th engaged ; but owing to the state of the weather,

which prevented the British ships from opening their lower-

deck ports, the Spanish ships effected their escape. The

British squadron lost in this engagement 40 men killed and

wounded.

1720.—This rupture with Spain ceased in February,

1720, when his Catholic majesty acceded to the quadruple

alliance.

About this time the West Indies and coast of Africa

were very much infested with pirates ; and one in particu

lar, who bore the name of Captain Roberts, said to have

been a man of good education, had rendered himself for

midable, as well by the squadron at his disposal, as by his

dexterous seamanship, which rendered it no easy task to

take him.

1722.—Captain Roberts was at this time on the coast

of Africa, and in the month of April Captain Chaloner

Ogle, who commanded the Swallow,* cruizing off Cape

Lopez, received intelligence concerning him. Roberts

commanded a fine ship of 40 guns, with a crew of 152

men; besides which, he had another, of 32 guns and 130

men, commanded by one Skyrme ; and a third, of 24 guns

and 90 men. The appearance of the Swallow not differing

* Lediard and Campbell, and after them Schomberg, have omitted

to mention the size of this ship ; but we find in Charnock's " Marine

Architecture" that a 50-gun ship of that name was built in 1712.
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materially from that of a large Guineaman, or slave ship,

Captain Ogle having taken the precaution of disguising

her as much as possible, on her arrival off the bay where

this squadron was lying—two of the ships careening—im

mediately drew the 32-gun ship after her. Captain Ogle

finding the deception to succeed, made all sail off shore ;

and having by these means succeeded in drawing the pirate

out of sight of his companions, at length allowed her to

close with him ; when the Swallow opening her lower deck

ports, the pirate received so tremendous a fire from her, that

the captain being killed, the crew were compelled to sur

render.

Having thus far succeeded, Captain Ogle, with his prize,

stood into the bay where Roberts was lying, and by means

of hoisting the pirate's flag over English colours, induced

him to believe that the pirate had been successful. The

Swallow, however, having arrived close alongside of Roberts'

and the smaller ship, soon convinced him of the real state

of the case, and an engagement commenced which lasted

two hours ; when Roberts being killed, and a great part of

the crew, the two ships surrendered. Several of the crews

escaped on shore, but the remainder, to the number of

160, were, with the three prizes, carried to St. Thomas's,

and from thence to Cape Coast. The pirates were there

tried, and 70 condemned, 52 of whom were hung in chains

along the coast.* But piracy continued to be carried on

notwithstanding these and other such examples, which

force was constantly obliged to be employed to repress.

* Several of the gibbets until very lately remained standing.
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CHAPTER IX.

1727—1744.

1 734.—The first action of any note which occurred in the

reign of George II. was the reduction of the piratical state of

Morocco. The blockade of their ports was so successfully

performed by Captain Cornwall, in the Greyhound, with

the Dursley galley, and Rose, that the emperor was com

pelled to release all his English prisoners, to the amount

of 140.

1739. — The commerce of England having suffered

severely by the infamous conduct of the Spanish guarda

costas, and the King of Spain having refused to make resti

tution and compensation for the injuries sustained, it was

at length deemed necessary to fit out an expedition to act

against the Spanish West India settlements, which was en

trusted to Vice-Admiral Vernon ;* and, at the same time,

an embargo was laid upon all Spanish ships found in any

English port.

On the 24th of July, this expedition, consisting of the

following ships,—Lenox, Elizabeth, Burford, and Kent, of

70 guns ; Worcester, Strafford, and Princess Louisa, of 60

guns ; and the Norwich, 50-gun ship—sailed from Spit-

head ; but owing to adverse winds, which they met in the

Channel, the ships were forced into Plymouth, and here

Admiral Vernon received intelligence respecting a rich

fleet, termed the Azogues fleet, which was then daily ex

pected, and which a squadron of Spanish ships were look

ing out for, off Cape Finisterre. The vice-admiral, accord

ingly, sailed from Plymouth on the 3rd of August, and

* Vice-Admiral Vernon was the first to order spirits served to sea

men to be diluted with water, to which the name ofgrog has ever since

been applied.
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shaped his course in the hopes of meeting with this rich

fleet. On the 9th he arrived off Cape Ortugal, and shortly

afterwards receiving intelligence that the Azogues fleet had

not arrived, and that the squadron of ships of war had re

turned to Cadiz, he left the Lenox, Elizabeth, and Kent to

cruize for it, while he with the remainder of the squadron

sailed to Madeira. On the 29th of September he arrived

at Antigua, and sailed from thence to St. Kitts, from

whence he dispatched cruizers for information relative to the

Spanish possessions. After some little delay in obtaining

the requisite intelligence—the expedition having been

joined by Commodore Brown (who had already commenced

by battering a fort in the island of Cuba)—set sail forPorto-

Bello, the main object of it, on the 5th of November. On

the following day he issued full and entire instructions to

every captain under his orders, relative to his plan of

operation.

On the 20th of November, the squadron, consisting of

the following ships,—

Gun Ships. Men.

Burford -qq/Vice-Admiral E.Vernon (blue)," " * iCaptain T. Watson,

TT , ^ Charles Brown, Commodore,
Hampton Court...49o<[ Captain p ^

Worcester 400 „ Perry Mayne,

60/Strafford 400 „ Thos. Trevor,

iPrincess Louisa ...400 ,, Thos. Waterhouse,

50 Norwich 300 „ Richard Herbert,

came in sight of Porto Bello, and having chased many ves

sels into the harbour, the Spaniards became fully aware of

their presence ; but so wanting was Don Francisco M. de

Retez, the governor, in energy, that no additional precaution

appears to have been taken by the garrison to defend the

place.

The town of Porto Bello stands on the north side of the

Isthmus of Darien, and has a convenient bay—in depth

about a mile—with a good anchorage. On the north side

of the bay, near the entrance to the harbour, stood a strong

castle called the Iron Castle, mounting 78 guns, with abat-

7(K
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tery beneath of 22 guns, nearly level with the water ; the

whole garrisoned by 300 men. On the southern side of

the bay, about a mile further up, on an eminence, stood

Gloria Castle, consisting of two regular bastions, towards

the bay, which mounted 90 guns ; besides a line of eight

guns, pointing towards the entrance to the anchorage ;

which was garrisoned by 400 men. Above this castle again,

on a sandy point, running into the bay, stood Fort St. Jero-

nimo, a quadrangular redoubt, strongly built, mounting

20 guns ; these two last-named castles completely com

manded the anchorage, and, together with Iron Castle, ren

dered the entrance to the harbour very difficult. At the

bottom of the bay, built along the shore in the form of a

crescent, was the town of Porto-Bello.

On the 21st, having anchored on the previous night, the

squadron got underway with an easterly wind, and worked

up to the harbour ; and at 2h. r.M. the Hampton Court,

having anchored close under the Iron Castle, commenced a

heavy cannonading. The Hampton Court was speedily

supported by the Norwich and Worcester ; and the united

fire of these three ships quickly silenced the fire of the bat

tery. Vice-Admiral Vernon arriving up about this time,

and observing the slackness of the enemy's fire, ordered

the boats, manned and armed, to assemble near him ; but

the enemy, on the arrival of the admiral, appeared to have

been desirous of making another effort, and recommenced

their fire with much fury ; but the admiral's ship, added to

the cannonading they had already endured, again obliged

them to slacken, and the soldiers in the lower batteries

were driven from their guns by the small-arm men sta

tioned in the ships' tops. Upon this, Admiral Vernon

ordered the boats to shove off from the ships, and in a short

time the men, clambering up the face of the rampart, by

the aid of each other's heads and shoulders, made them

selves masters of the castle, and advanced towards the

town. The Spaniards fled in all directions ; and as rein

forcements of sailors arrived from the ships, all appearance

of opposition ceased, and a white flag was held out from

the walls of the town, in token of desiring to capitulate.

The castles of Gloria and St. Jeronimo still held out; and
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means were resorted to for reducing these on the following

day ; but the Spanish governor saved the squadron any

further trouble, by offering to surrender them upon certain

terms ; but these not being admissible, the admiral pro

posed others, which the governor, after a few hours' delibe

ration, agreed to. Captain Newton, with 200 soldiers,

were accordingly sent to take possession of the castles and

town, and a party of seamen to secure two ships of 20 guns,

in the harbour, together with a great number of smaller

vessels.

In effecting this conquest, the loss on the part of the

British was very slight. On board the Burford, three men

were killed, and five wounded ; in the Worcester, a like

number ; and on board the Hampton Court, one man only

was wounded : 10,000 dollars found in Porto-Bello, in

tended for the payment of the garrison, was seized, and

immediately distributed amongst the captors ; but the town

was not permitted to be plundered of a single article : 40

brass guns, ten field-pieces, four mortars, and 1 8 patereroes

of the same metal, were also taken, and sent off to the ships,

together with ammunition for them ; but the iron guns

were all rendered useless. The vice-admiral, determined

to complete his work, ordered Captain Charles Knowles, of

the Diamond, to superintend the operation of destroying

the forts, assisted by the Hon. Captain Boscawen. The

task was one of great difficulty, owing to the strength and

thickness of the walls, and was not completed till the 6th

of December, when the mines being properly charged and

sprung, the castles, which had afforded protection so long

to the guarda costas, were levelled with the ground. On

the 15th of December, Vice-Admiral Vernon left Porto-

Bello, and returned to Jamaica.

1740.—On the 18th of April, the Princeza, Spanish 74-

gun ship, commanded by Captain Don Parlo de Gera, was

captured off Cape Finisterre, after a noble defence, by the

Lenox, 70, Captain Colville Mayne ; Orford, 70, Captain

Lord A. Fitzroy ; and Kent, 70, Captain Thomas Durell.

The Spanish ship lost, out of her crew of 650 men, 35

killed and 100 wounded ; and the three ships before men

tioned, 1 7 killed and 40 wounded ; among the latter was
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Captain Durell, who lost one of his hands. The Prin-

ceza was a fine new ship, and was, under the same name,

added to the British navy.

In this year, also, Vice-Admiral Vernon continued his

operations on the Spanish main with great success. On

the 22nd of March, he entered the river Chagre with his

squadron, and attacked the Castle of Lorenzo, which he

completely demolished, and took a large quantity of plate ;

but, owing to the arrival of a vastly superior force, he was

compelled to remain in Port Royal harbour for the re

mainder of the year.

On the 1 9th of December, off Hispaniola, an unfortu

nate action took place between the Prince Frederick, Cap

tain Lord Aubery Beauclerk, Orford, and Weymouth, and

a large French ship which they fell in with. After the

ships had lost many men, it was deemed advisable to dis

continue the action, as the countries were not at war.

1741.—In the succeeding year, the squadron of Vice-

Admiral Vernon, which had been so long lying idle in Port

Royal, was reinforced by the arrival of Rear-Admiral Sir

Chaloner Ogle, in the Cumberland, 80, and it was soon

afterwards determined upon to attack Carthagena. On the

25th of February, the vice-admiral got underway with the

fleet, consisting, with transports, &c, of 124 sail, and on

the 4th of March, anchored in Plaza Grande Bay, between

Carthagena and Point de Canoa. A feint was here made

at landing, which had the effect of drawing a large body

of troops to this part of the shore, where they began in

trenching.

The garrison of Carthagena consisted of 4,000 men ;

but to oppose to this, the expedition contained land forces

to the number of 12,000, and 29 sail of the line, with a

large proportion of frigates, containing in the whole 15,938

seamen. On the 9th, Sir Chaloner Ogle shifted his flag

to the Jersey, and moved towards the intended place of

debarcation.

The only entrance to the harbour of Carthagena is six

miles to the westward of the city, between two narrow

peninsulas, called Terra Bomba and the Baradera. This

entrance is called Bocca Chica, and is so narrow, that only

VOL. I. K
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one ship can enter into it at the same time. On the side

of Terra Bomba, was the square fort St. Louis, having four

bastions, mounted with 82 guns, and three mortars; to which

was added Fort St. Philip, mounting seven guns, and St.

Jago, mounting 15 guns; and a smaller battery of four guns,

called Battery de Chamba, serving as outworks to it. On

Baradera side, the fortifications were equally strong, con

sisting of a facine battery of 15 guns, called the Baradera;

and in a small bay at the back of that, another battery of

five guns. Facing the entrance of the harbour, also, on a

small flat island, stood Fort St. Joseph, mounting 21 guns.

The Bocca was, in addition, protected by a strong boom

thrown across it ; and this boom was flanked by the broad

sides of four large ships of the line, in one of which was

flying the flag of Admiral Don Bias de Leso.

As the ships passed along, the Chamba battery began

to fire ; but it was soon silenced by the Princess Amelia ;

the facine battery, also, gave no trouble. About noon, the

Norfolk, Russel, and Shrewsbury anchored very close to

the forts St. Jago and St. Philip ; which in an hour they

not only silenced, but so shattered, that the Spaniards

abandoned them, and the soldiers landed and took posses

sion of them. This success was obtained with the loss of

only a few men killed, on board the Norfolk and Russel ;

but the Shrewsbury, owing to having had one of her cables

cut, whereby her stern became exposed to the united fire

of the enemy's ships inside, as well as of two facine batte

ries, suffered more severely ; yet Captain Isaac Townshend

refused to retire, but maintained the combat for seven hours ;

and night having put an end to the contest, the Shrewsbury

was brought off, having sustained a loss of 20 men killed,

and 40 wounded, the ship being almost a wreck.

The next three days were occupied by the land forces in

making their arrangements for the investment of Fort St.

Louis ; but receiving much annoyance from the forts on

the Baradera side, it was determined by the vice-admiral

that the forts on that side should be attacked, and taken,

if possible, by surprise. Accordingly, a division of boats

was appointed, and the command of the party entrusted

to Captain Thomas Watson, having under his orders Cap
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tains M. Norris and Colby. The storming party was

under the orders of Captains Edward Boscawen, Joseph

Laws, and Thomas Cotes. The enterprise was obliged,

by bad weather, to be delayed till the 19th. At midnight,

the boats departed from the ships, and landed about a mile

to leeward of Baradera battery, which battery mounted

fifteen 24-pounders. The boats pushed in between two

reefs of rocks, and close under the muzzles of a five-gun

battery, which perceiving their approach, opened their fire.

The sound of the guns acted as a spur to the crews of the

boats, who in the course of a few minutes, scrambling over

the walls and through the embrasures, quickly possessed

themselves of this impediment. The guns of the small

battery had, however, acted as an alarm also ; and the

larger battery, guessing rightly at the cause of the firing,

pointed three of their guns at it, and poured in a constant

fire of round and grape shot. Owing to the bad aim taken,

few of the shot took effect, and the storming party advanced

at a quick pace upon the large battery, and after a stout

resistance, carried it also ; when spiking the guns, and

breaking up the platform, they set fire to every thing in

flammable within the battery, and then returned to their

ships, having sustained a very trifling loss.

The enemy still holding out against the besiegers, another

attack from the shipping was determined upon ; and Com

modore Richard Lestock, with two ships of 80, three of 70,

and one of 60 guns, was entrusted with it. Five ships, under

Sir Chaloner Ogle, were appointed to take the place of any

disabled ship. Early on the morning of the 23rd, Commo

dore Lestock, in the Boyne, with the Princess Amelia,

Prince Frederick, Hampton Court, Suffolk, and Tilbury,

took up their stations under the batteries ; and abreast

of the four ships inside the boom ; all which, upon the

approach of the British, opened a heavy fire. The Boyne

being a little to leeward of her intended position, was ex

posed to a tremendous cross fire ; but the Princess Amelia

being better stationed, did great execution, demolishing a

fascine battery, while the Prince Frederick and Hampton

Court kept up a smart cannonading throughout the day ;

but towards night, the Boyne being obliged to quit her po

k 2



132 [1741.BATTLES OF

sition, these ships had to sustain the fire which that ship

had previously received, and before morning were so much

shattered that the admiral ordered them off. The Suffolk

and Tilbury continued their fire upon Fort St. Louis through

out the night. The effect of the fire of the British squadron

was less destructive to the enemy than it was disastrous to

the crews of the different ships, which suffered very severely :

the exact amount of loss is not recorded. Lord Aubery

Beauclerk, of the Prince Frederick, was killed in this en

counter.

On the 24th, the Princess Amelia, Litchfield, and Shore-

ham, were ordered in to the attack of the battery on the

Baradera side, which had before been taken ; and at the

same time Captain Watson, having under his orders Lieute

nant Arthur Forrest, was sent with a party of sailors to effect

a landing, which he did, and passing over the neck of land,

burnt a sloop in the harbour. The land forces having by

this time succeeded in making a breach in Fort St. Louis,

which it was determined to storm, Vice-Admiral Vernon

ordered that, at the same time, a party of seamen should

land on the Baradera side, in order to distract the enemy's

attention. Accordingly, on the afternoon of the 25th,

Captain Charles Knowles, to whom the conduct of it was

entrusted, landed, and drew up his party near the fascine

battery, and succeeded in drawing the attention of the be

sieged to that side. At five o'clock General Wentworth

gave the signal for the attack—the breach was stormed,

and carried with the loss of only one man. The confusion

into which the Spaniards were thrown by this successful

and unexpected assault being observed by Captain Knowles,

he, with his sailors, rowed close up to Fort St. Joseph, and

landing, stormed, and carried it with very little trouble.

Leaving Captain Cotes in charge of this fort, Captain

Knowles, with Captain Watson, then proceeded to the en

trance of the harbour, and getting inside the boom, boarded

and captured the Gallicia, 70, with her captain on board,

before they could find time to take out a plug, by which

she was to have been sunk. The boom was next destroyed,

and thus were the principal obstacles to the advance of the

fleet, and the total destruction of Carthagena, removed.
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But sickness among the troops, and the ill temper existing

between the land and sea commanders, lost to them the

reward for which they had so long toiled ; and it is grievous

to proceed beyond this point.

The want of unanimity and energy which characterized

every subsequent proceeding led to the most fatal results.

On the 30th of March the fleet entered the harbour, and

the Spaniards, on observing its approach, abandoned such

forts as they knew were not tenable, and sunk their two

remaining ships of war ; but here the success terminated ;

for the troops being repulsed with great loss at Fort Lazar,

it was resolved to raise the siege, which on the 14th of

April was accordingly done. But Vice-Admiral Vernon de

termined on the 16th to send in the Gallicia, his only

trophy, fitted as a floating battery to anchor off the city

and attack it, and this was accordingly performed with much

gallantry by Captain Daniel Hore ; but, as might have been

anticipated, did little injury and received much. After

firing on the town for five hours, the Gallicia was reduced

to a wreck by the fire from the batteries, and having then

cut her cable, with the sea breeze succeeded in getting out

from among the shoals, with the loss of six killed and 56

wounded. If any thing were wanting to prove Vice-Admi

ral Vernon to have been to blame for the ill success of this

expedition, it is to be found in this fruitless attack by the

Gallicia. Where the Gallicia went, the fleet might have

been conducted ; and there can be no doubt, that had the

co-operation of the fleet and seamen been afforded, the

attack on Fort Lazar would have succeeded, and the town

of Carthagena have fallen. The troops were reduced from

sickness and other causes to 3,000 men.

On the 9th of October another attack, equally unsuc

cessful, was made upon St. Jago de Cuba, which being

almost wholly military, we must pass over. In the course

of the above siege, the Squirrel, 20, Captain Peter Warren,

discovered a Spanish privateer of 16 guns and 130 men at

anchor in a small cove, under shelter of a rock ; most of her

crew being at the time on shore cutting a spar. The Squir

rel stood in shore and anchored close to the privateer, when

she opened so smart a fire upon her that in the course of a
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short time the crew abandoned her ; but, to prevent the

Squirrel's people from taking possession of her, opened a

galling fire of musketry from the shore. Upon this, Captain

Warren dispatched a lieutenant with 20 men to dislodge

them ; and the privateer's men instantly retreated,* but a

great many were overtaken and made prisoners. In this

year a great number of Spanish merchant ships and priva

teers were captured by the British cruizers, and great injury

was also inflicted on English trade by the Spanish cruizers.

1742.—In this year, also, a great many captures were

made on both sides, but which, with one exception, are not

of sufficient importance to detail. On the 27th of Decem

ber, the British privateer Pulteney, a brigantine, mounting

16 carriage guns, besides swivels, with a crew of 142 men,

commanded by Mr. James Purcell, was on her return to

Gibraltar from a cruize, when she was attacked by two

large Spanish zebecks, each carrying 12 guns and 120 men;

which put out from Old Gibraltar for the purpose. The

wind being very light, the zebecks by the aid of their sweeps

were enabled to take up their own position, and overtook

the Pulteney close off Europa Point. On arriving up,

the Spaniards ordered Captain Purcell to surrender ; and

being replied to by a broadside, attempted several times to

carry her by boarding, but were on each occasion repulsed

with great slaughter ; and after an action which lasted near

two hours, sheered off and returned to their port, with the

loss of near 100 men killed and wounded. The Pulteney

had only one man killed and five wounded.

1 743.—On the 1 1th of January, Captain Charles Holmes,

in the Sapphire, 40, having received intelligence that five

Spanish privateers, which had been doing much injury, were

lying in the harbour of Vigo, under repair, immediately set

sail for that place, and on the 15th arrived off the town.

The privateers had landed their guns and mounted them on

the quay ; and had also constructed a small battery to the

* One of the sailors observing a Spaniard lying dead on an English

ensign, swore he should not have so honourable a bed, and having

rolled him off, carried the flag on board his ship, when concealed in

the corner of it were found papers of much consequence relative to

an intended junction of the French and Spanish forces.
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southward for their protection. The Sapphire stood in for

the harbour, and as soon as she got within gun-shot, the

Spaniards commenced firing at her from the quay ; one of

the shot from which dismounted one of the Sapphire's

lower-deck guns, killed one man, and wounded seven.

Another shot passed through her foremast, and a third

struck her between wind and water. The Sapphire pro

ceeded without the ability to return a shot ; but at length,

having anchored close to the town, she opened so well-di

rected a fire upon the batteries and privateers, that she sank

two of them, and greatly damaged the other three ; when

weighing anchor, Captain Holmes stood out to sea, having

sustained no further loss than that already mentioned.

Vice-Admiral Sir Chaloner Ogle, who had succeeded

Vice-Admiral Vernon in the West India command, deter

mined on attacking the forts on the Caracca coast, and on

the 1 8th of February, Commodore Charles Knowles arrived

off La Guira with the under-mentioned squadron, for that

purpose.

Gun Ship | Commodore Charles Knowles,

70 J "(Captain Edward Prattent,

[Burford ,, Francis Lushington,

{Assistance „ Smith Callis,

Norwich ,, Thomas Gregory,

Advice „ Elliot Smith,

40 Eltham ,, Richard Wutkins,

2Q (Lively ,, H. Stewart,

(Scarborough ,, Laughlin Leslie,

14 Otter „ John Gage,

Comet, bomb „ Richard Tyrrel.

The squadron immediately stood in for La Guira, led by

the Burford, and commenced the attack at noon. The port

of La Guira is not a good one, but the town was protected

by very powerful batteries, and, owing to the shallowness of

the water, the position taken up by the squadron was nearly

a mile distant from them. In addition to this great disad

vantage to the ships, a heavy swell set into the roadstead,

which rendered it difficult to point the guns properly. The

Spaniardsworked their guns very well, and by means of red
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hot shot, which they fired several times, often set the ships

on fire. Notwithstanding these manifold untoward circum

stances, the houses and churches were greatly damaged, and

the batteries also ; and by four o'clock the fire of the bat

teries was beginning visibly to slacken ; but at that time a

shot cut theBurford's cable, and before that ship could let go

another anchor she fell foul of the Norwich, driving her and

the Eltham, also, out of the line. The force of the current

carried these ships out of range of the batteries before they

could bring up ; and by this disaster the enemy became en

couraged, and renewed their fire upon the remaining ships.

The mortar vessel committed great havoc in the town,

throwing a shell into a magazine ; but night coming on,

and the ships being greatly shattered, the commodore gave

orders for discontinuing the bombardment, and next morn

ing proceeded to Curacoa to refit. The loss sustained in

this well-conducted but disastrous attack was very severe.

The Suffolk received 97 shot in her hull, 19 between wind

and water—lost her mizen and main-topsail yards—had 14

guns dismounted—was twice set on fire by red-hot shot,

and had 30 men killed and 80 wounded. The Burford suf

fered equally in damages to her hull and spars, and besides

her captain (Francis Lushington), who was mortally

wounded, lost 25 men killed and 50 wounded. The Norwich

had one man killed and 11 wounded. The Advice was

greatly damaged, and lost two surgeon's mates and five

men killed and 15 wounded ; and the Assistance, 12 killed

and 71 wounded. The Eltham had 14 killed and 55

wounded. The Lively, a lieutenant and six men killed and

24 wounded; and the Scarborough, two men wounded.—

Total, 97 killed and 308 wounded.

Undaunted by the unfortunate issue of his last expedi

tion, Commander Knowles, being reinforced by some Dutch

volunteers, resolved to make an attack upon Porto Cavallo.

On the 20th of March he sailed from Curacoa ; but from

want of a wind, did not reach the Keys of Barbaret until

the 15th of April. His squadron was the same as that

already particularized, with the exception that Captain

Richard Watkins had succeeded to the command of the

Burford, himself being succeeded in the Eltham by Captain
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Philip Durell, and that the Otter and Comet were not in

cluded. The Spaniards had strengthened the place by every

means in their power, and added to its usual defences—had

moored a 60-gun ship, and another of 40 guns, close over

on the north shore; a large ship was also prepared,

chained to the shore, to sink, if necessary, at the entrance of

the harbour. Several new batteries were also erected.

Upon reconnoitering all these preparations, and the com

modore perceiving that these batteries might be flanked, and

by possessing himself of them, he could use them against

the Spaniards, a consultation was held, and a plan deter

mined on for attacking them. Accordingly the Eltham and

Lively were sent in to cannonade the batteries, which they

did so effectually, that at sunset they were silenced. As

soon as it was dark, a party to the number of 1,200, con

sisting of the Dutch volunteers, all the marines, and 400

seamen, landed, accompanied by Commodore Knowles in

person ; but from some unaccountable cause, the whole

returned to the ships without having effected any thing.

On the 24th the commodore resolved to make another at

tempt with the ships, and the squadron proceeded in ; but

nothing was effected beyond a vast expenditure of ammuni

tion, and the loss of 200 men killed and wounded. A

great many actions between privateers occurred in the

West Indies during this year ; but none of sufficient impor

tance to need comment.

Admiral Matthews, commander-in-chief of the Mediter

ranean, being off Toulon blockading the Spanish fleet, hav

ing received intelligence that the 70-gun ship San Isidore,

was undergoing repair in Ajaccio, Corsica, gave orders to

Captain William Martin, in the Ipswich, 70, having under

him the Revenge, 70, Captain Hon. George Berkeley, and

the Anne, galley, Captain Mackay, to proceed thither, and

endeavour to capture or destroy her. The squadron ac

cordingly proceeded, and, on arriving off the port, sent a

message to the Spanish captain to request him to surrender ;

but receiving a refusal, proceeded to attack her. The Spa

niards finding the capture of their ship inevitable, set her on

fire, and she blew up.

Captains Ambrose and Hughes, commanding the ships
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Rupert and Faversham, performed several important ser

vices in the Mediterranean this year, by cutting out vessels

in various ports in the possession of the Spaniards, particu

larly at Vineros. Captain Hughes, of the Faversham, hav

ing chased a vessel into that place, observed two settees and

a barca-longa at anchor, under the castle of Pensacola, and

the Rupert and Faversham determined on attacking them.

The ships stood in, and cannonaded the town for a great

many hours ; when, having committed great havoc, the

boats were sent in and they destroyed the vessels, together

with 30 other settees, which for security had been hauled

close up, under the walls of the town. The ships did not

lose a man.

The Guernsey, Captain Samuel Cornish, destroyed a

Spanish privateer of 22 guns, which had taken shelter under

an eight- gun battery, near Cape De Gatt. Captain Cornish

also performed numerous other services of the same kind,

and took and destroyed a fleet of zebecks laden with provi

sions.

On the 20th of May, the Monmouth, 70, Captain Charles

Wyndham, and Medway, 60, Captain George Cockburn,

cruizing off the Canary Islands, stood into the road of Santa

Cruz, in the island of Gomera. Three forts immediately

commenced firing at them ; upon which the two ships, which

had previously entertained no hostile intention, ran in, and

anchoring within a quarter of mile from the batteries, opened

so well-directed a fire upon them that they entirely demo

lished the forts and did great injury to the town.

1744.—On the 21st of March, France declared war

against England ; and, on the 31st, England issued a

counter declaration against that country.



1744.] 139THE BRITISH NAVY.

CHAPTER X.

1744—1748.

This war commenced under favourable circumstances to

England, since she had a large fleet and a great number of

highly-talented officers at command. In the Mediterranean,

which having been the scene of so many and such great

battles, naturally seems to claim the first place in our annals,

Admiral Matthews commanded a fleet of 27 ships, of from

90 to 60 guns; besides nine of 50guns,and 12 of 40guns and

less. The French government had dispatched to the Medi

terranean a fleet of eleven sail of the line and ten frigates,

to reinforce the large Spanish fleet still in Toulon.

On the 9th of February, the French fleet having ef

fected the junction, the Franco -Spanish fleets, which toge

ther numbered 28 sail of the line, including three of 50

guns, appeared outside Toulon, where the British fleet,

consisting of 29 sail of the line, exclusive of 50-gun ships

and frigates, got sight of them. The two fleets spent that

day, and all the next, in manoeuvring; but on the 11th

Admiral Matthews, afraid, as it is said, of being drawn

through the Straits of Gibraltar, or thinking the combined

fleet was expecting to be joined by the Brest fleet, made the

signal for action. The British fleet was at this time much

scattered—Vice-Admiral Lestock's division being five miles

astern of the centre of the fleet ; and having waited for

some time in the expectation of being closed and supported

by the vice and rear-admiral's divisions, Admiral Matthews

determined on engaging : the consequence was, that no

strict order of sailing was followed.

The combined fleets were under easy sail, with their

heads to the southward on the starboard tack : the French

ships in the van. At lh. p.m., the Namur, 90, bearing
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the admiral's flag, was abreast the Royal Philip, a ship

mounting 114 guns, bearing Admiral Navarro's flag, and

Rear-Admiral Hon. William Rowley, in the 90-gun ship

Barfleur, having arrived abreast of the Terrible, 74, bear

ing the flag of the French admiral, M. de Court, at

lh. 30m. bore down ; and followed by the Marlborough,

Captain Cornewall, and the Norfolk, Captain Hon. John

Forbes, gallantly attacked the centre of the combined fleet.

The Princessa, Bedford, Dragon, and Kingston, arriving

up, engaged the rear ships. The Barfleur attacked the

Terrible with great effect, and was well supported by the

Princess Caroline, Captain Henry Osborne ; and Captain

Edward Hawke, in the Berwick, which ship captured the

Poder, 74. These were the ships principally engaged.

The wind was so light and variable, that the ships could

with difficulty keep clear of each other ; and the action was

therefore, for a time, fought at close quarters. The Namur

in a short time, aided by the Marlborough, reduced the

Royal Philip to a wreck ; and succeeded in beating her

supporters out of the line. In the heat of the action Cap

tain Cornewall, of the Marlborough, had both his legs car

ried off by a shot, of which he soon afterwards died ; and

the command of that ship then devolved on his nephew,

Lieutenant Frederick Cornewall, who nobly supplied his

uncle's place, but soon after lost his right arm. Although

the Marlborough was in the most perilous situation, and

had only her foremast standing, none of the ships astern

appeared at all desirous of assisting her, but continued firing

distantly upon the Spanish ships. The Royal Philip lay close

by her, equally disabled, but still having her colours flying ;

and although a fresh ship must have in a short time com

pelled her to surrender, no such was sent. Admiral Mat

thews, however, thought fit to try the old experiment of a

fire-ship upon the Spanish admiral. He accordingly made

a signal for the boats of such ships as were near to tow the

Marlborough clear of her in the first place, and at 4h. 30m.

p.m., the Anne, galley fire-ship, crowded all sail, and endea

voured to close the Royal Philip. As the Anne neared the

Spanish ship, the attention of the fleet was attracted to,

wards her, and, commanded by the devoted Captain Mac
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kay, the little vessel boldly pursued her way—a target for

every ship which could bring a gun to bear upon her. Finding

his people to be dropping fast from the enemy's fire, Captain

Mackay ordered every one below, and took the helm him

self ; but the Spanish guns were pointed with much preci

sion, and it soon became evident that the galley was sinking.

A Spanish launch was also sent, full of men, to tow her

clear of the Royal Philip, and shortly afterwards the fire-

ship was seen to blow up with all on board ; having, it is

supposed, been set on fire by an accidental shot : one man

only was saved.

These appear to have been the principal events of this

disgraceful encounter ; which, whether for want of skill in

the disposition of the attack, or (with two or three honour

able exceptions) in the execution, stands on record as one

of the few actions of which England need be ashamed. A

great deal has been written on both sides, one tending to

exculpate and others to inculpate Vice-Admiral Lestock,

who, it is stated, did not do his utmost to join the admi

ral's division. It is now difficult to decide with whom the

whole fault rested, but we fear a bad spirit existing between

the admiral and his vice-admiral was the real cause of the

defalcation. However, Admiral Matthews made a fruitless

attack, which his own sense should have taught him could

not succeed ; and Vice-Admiral Lestock, on his court-mar

tial, was able to adduce sufficient proof, for his honourable

acquittal, that the calms and baffling light airs which pre

vail in that part of the Mediterranean precluded him from

taking his share in the action.

The loss to the British on this occasion fell principally

on the Marlborough. In the engagement that ship lost,

besides Captain Cornewall, Captain Godfrey, of the marines,

the master (Robert Cotton), and 40 seamen and marines

killed ; Lieutenant Frederick Cornewall (with the loss of his

right hand), and 120 seamen and marines, wounded, 20 of

whom died of their wounds. The admiral's ship, Namur,

had eight men killed, and Captain John Russel (with the loss

of the left arm, of which he shortly afterwards died), and

11 men wounded. The Barfleur had 25 men killed (five by

the bursting of a gun) and 20 wounded. The Princess
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Caroline, eight killed and 20 wounded ; and the Norfolk,

nine killed and 13 wounded. The Poder, which ship was

the only capture made, was on the succeeding day destroyed

to prevent her from falling into the hands of the enemy.

The loss to the Spaniards is estimated at 1 ,000 men killed

and wounded ; and a French work* asserts that 700

wounded men were landed from the Spanish ships at Port

Mahon.

Captain Robert Young, of the Kinsale, 44, being on the

North American station, and lying in St. John's Harbour,

received intelligence that five large French ships laden with

fish were lying in the port of Fishotte, in Nova Scotia, and

resolved on dispatching an armed prize to attack them.

The prize was named the St. Philip, and was manned by

80 men of the Kinsale's crew, and commanded by one of

her lieutenants,f and was accompanied by three 10-gun

privateers fitted out by the colonists. The prize led the

van, and succeeded, after grounding several times, in reach

ing the largest French ship, named the Moderate, of 12

guns and 75 men, which was quickly boarded and carried;

then turning her guns against the remaining ships, with

out the assistance of the privateers, who did not from

some cause get into the harbour in time, compelled the

whole to surrender. The brave crew of the prize lost ten

killed, and 30 wounded ; but the loss on board the French

ships was much more severe. The five vessels, which had

on board 1 8,000 quintals of fish and 80 tons of oil, mounted

together 66 guns, and carried 342 men.

Early on the morning of the 8th May, the fleet of Vice-

Admiral Sir Charles Hardy, cruizing off the Rock of Lisbon,

discovered a strange sail in the northward, and the North

umberland, 70, Captain Thomas Watson, was ordered to

chase in that direction. The strange sail was soon made

out by the Northumberland to be a ship of the line, and to

* Rise and Progress of the Naval Power of England, p. 258.

f We have in vain sought to ascertain the name of the lieutenant

thus dispatched in the St. Philip, but we have succeeded in finding the

names of two of the lieutenants of the Kinsale at that time, which

were—Thomas Crosse, first, and Charles Cheesemore, second lieute

nants.
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be accompanied by two other ships ; one of 60, and the

other a frigate. It was, in fact, a squadron, under M. du

Penier, bound to theWest Indies, consisting of the Mars, 68;

Content, 60, M. de Conflans ; and Venus, 26, M. d'Ache.

Instead of signalling the force of the ships in sight to the

vice-admiral, Captain Watson continued standing towards

them under all sail, and was soon out of sight of his own

fleet. The French ships were much separated ; and at

5h. p.m. having arrived up with the sternmost, which

proved to be the Mars, that ship opened a heavy fire upon

the Northumberland, which was immediately returned with

vigour. But Captain Watson, whose bravery must ever

be considered to have ranked higher than his discretion,

instead of continuing to engage the Mars, pushed on and

endeavoured to close the Content also ; maintaining, all

the time, a running action with the Mars. On closing the

Content, a most furious battle took place, which lasted three

hours ; by which time the Northumberland was rendered

wholly unmanageable, and having had her wheel knocked

to pieces, the ship flew up into the wind. At the same

time Captain Watson was mortally wounded ; and the

master, contrary to the captain's desire, and before any of

the lieutenants could get on deck, struck the British colours.

The Northumberland lost in this action 18 men killed and

30 wounded ; and the loss on board the French ships—

proving the English guns to have been well pointed—is

estimated at 130 killed and wounded. The ship was car

ried into Brest ; and on the officers and crew obtaining

their release, a court-martial was assembled, when all, ex

cept the master, were honourably acquitted, he being sen

tenced to the Marshalsea for life.

1745.—This year was productive of no striking incident,

and probably the most desperate action fought during it

was that between the 5 8- gun ship Lion, Captain Piercy

Brett, and the French 64-gun ship Elizabeth. The Eliza

beth had sailed from France with the intention of escorting

the expedition of Charles Edward to the coast of Scotland ;

but on the 9th July, being then in 47° 57' N. lat., she was

discovered by the Lion, which ship immediately gave chase

to her. The chase continued for some time, but at 5h. p.m.,
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having got within pistol-shot of the Elizabeth, the Lion

opened her fire, and the action commenced with great fury,

and lasted five hours. The French ship having suffered

very severely in her hull—having had several of her ports

beat into one—endeavoured to make off, and a smaller ves

sel, belonging to the expedition, commenced an attack upon

the Lion, but was soon compelled to discontinue it. The

Lion was in no condition to pursure the enemy, having had

her mizen-mast, main, main-topsail, and fore-topsail yards

shot away, and her remaining lower masts very badly

wounded, and had lost 55 men in killed, and 107 wounded,

seven mortally. Captain Brett, all the lieutenants, and the

master, were likewise wounded, but much gallantry was

evinced by these officers in refusing to quit their stations in

consequence. The loss on board the Elizabeth was after

wards learned to have been 64 men killed and 140 wounded.

The behaviour of Lieutenant Walter Graham, of the ma

rines, obtained for him a troop in the 4th dragoons.

In the Mediterranean little was done. The 60-gun ship

Jersey, commanded by Captain Charles Hardy, fell in,

near the Straits of Gibraltar, with the St. Esprit French

74-gun ship. An engagement ensued, which lasted two

hours and a-half, when the Jersey, being much disabled in

her unequal encounter, having lost her foremast and bow

sprit, and 20 of her crew killed, was under the necessity

of returning to Cadiz to repair her damages.

The cruizers on the station were very successful, mak

ing several immensely rich captures.

On the North American station many valuable captures

were made, especially one by the Rose, 24, Captain Frank

lin, which ship fell in with La Conception, a ship of 400

tons, mounting 20 guns, and having a crew of 326 men,

bound from Carthagena to the Havannah. The Rose, out

of her crew of 175 men, had five killed and 13 wounded ;

but from the crowded state of the Spanish ship the slaughter

on board her was very much greater, amounting to 40 killed

and 116 wounded. The value of this vessel was very con

siderable.

On the Leeward Islands station, Vice-Admiral Isaac

Townshend's squadron, on October 31st, chased a French
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fleet of 40 sail of merchant vessels off Martinique, laden

with provisions for that island, under the convoy of the

Magnaniine, 80, Commodore Macnamara, and four other

ships of war. Thirty sail of the merchant ships were taken

and destroyed, and the ships of war driven on shore.

On the 22nd April the 40 gun ship Anglesea, commanded

by Captain Jacob Elton, cruizing in the Channel, fell in

with and engaged L'Apollon, French privateer, of 50 guns

and 500 men. After a most gallant action, in which Captain

Elton and his first lieutenant were killed, and upwards of 60

of the crew were killed or wounded, Mr. BakerPhilips, second

lieutenant, surrendered the ship. Strange to say, that al

though there is here every evidence of a brave defence, Mr.

Philips was tried by a court-martial on the 8th of July, for

the loss of the ship, and sentenced to be shot ; which sen

tence was carried into effect on board the Princess Royal at

Spithead, on the 19th of July—a sentence which bears upon

the face of it gross injustice.

In the Channel much was performed by the British

cruizers, in taking the French privateers. The Augusta, 60,

Hon. John Hamilton, with one broadside, sunk a privateer

from St. Maloes, mounting 24 guns, with a crew of 200

men, and all on board her perished.

On the 12th of June, the Fowey, 24, Captain Polycar-

pus Taylor, drove on shore and destroyed the Griffin, priva

teer, belonging to St. Maloes, of 26 guns, making prisoners

of 40 of her crew ; and on the 3rd of July, the Bridgewater,

24, Lord George Graham, and the Sheerness, 24, Captain

William Gordon, together with the Ursula, hired armed

vessel, Lieutenant John Ferguson, fell in with three Dunkirk

privateers, mounting 28, 26, and 12 guns ; the whole of

which, after an obstinate engagement, they compelled to

surrender. Six or seven prizes, which the privateers were

escorting to Dunkirk, were also recaptured.

The Lys, privateer of 32 guns, was also captured by the

Hampton Court, and being a fine new ship, was added to

the British navy.

A squadron, consisting of the Captain, 70, Captain Thomas

Griffin ; Hampton Court, 70, Captain Savage Mostyn ;

Dreadnought, 60, Captain Thorpe Fowke ; and the Sunder-

VOL. I. L
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land, 60, Captain John Brett, being on a cruize in the Chan

nel, gave chase to the two French 74 gun ships, Neptune

and Fleuron ; but owing to the bad sailing of most of the

British ships, none of them could keep up with the Hampton

Court: and Captain Mostyns although gaining on the chase,

thought proper to give up the pursuit (for which he was

afterwards tried by a court-martial and acquitted), and only

an English captured privateer, which was in company, was

taken.

The Grand Turk privateer, of St. Maloes, mounting 32

guns, was taken by the Captain, and purchased into the

British navy. Many other captures were also made by our

cruizers, and also by English privateers, but none of suffi

cient importance to detail.

1746.—The first action which falls under our notice this

year, is the capture of L'Auguste, a French 50 gun ship,

manned with a crew of 470 men, which was fought in the

Channel. On the 9th of February this ship was fallen in

with by the Portland, 50, Captain Charles Stevens, and

after a smart action, in which the Portland lost five men

killed and 13 wounded, L'Auguste surrendered. The ene

my had 50 men killed and 94 wounded, and was totally

dismasted before she struck, and her protracted defence

confers great honour on the French captain, whose name

unfortunately is not preserved. The Auguste, being a fine

new ship, was added to the British navy under the name of

the Portland's Prize.

The Defiance, 60, Captain Charles Powlett, captured, after

a short action, the French 40 gun ship Ambuscade ; which

ship lost of her crew of 365 men, 26 killed and wounded.

The Defiance had one man killed and three wounded. The

Ambuscade was purchased into the British navy under the

same name.

The Shoreham, 20, Captain James Osborne, cruizing on

the coast of Spain, having captured a small Spanish pri

vateer, of two carriage guns and 12 swivels, Capt. Osborne

gave the command of the prize to Mr. William Browne,

master of the Shoreham, and putting on board a few men,

sent her out to cruize. On the 24th of April, Mr. Browne,

being at anchor in- shore, and observing a vessel in the
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offing, immediately weighed and departed in pursuit of the

stranger, and shortly before noon approached the vessel,

which despising the paltry force of the Shoreham's ten

der, shortened sail in order to bring her to action. A

running fight accordingly commenced, and lasted five or six

hours, by which time Mr. Browne had succeeded in de

stroying the sails and rigging of his enemy, and having

expended all his ammunition, determined on boarding the

privateer. With this intention—the wind being light—the

vessel's sweeps were made use of ; but having laid his ves

sel alongside the enemy, she surrendered without further

resistance. The prize proved to be a privateer snow, from

Bilboa, mounting 10 carriage guns and 18 swivels, with a

crew, when she commenced the action, of 78 men, of which

number she had only 32 alive when she struck. On the

26th of the same month, Mr. Browne captured another

Spanish privateer, of five guns and 32 men ; and so highly

were these dashing exploits esteemed, that Mr. Browne was

most properly promoted, on the 1st of August, to the com

mand of a sloop of war named the Shoreham's Prize.

In the same month, the Alexander, Captain Philips, a

privateer of 20 guns, 6-pounders, being on a cruize off the

Isle of Rhe, observed a large ship at anchor in St. Mar

tin's Road, under a small fort, and gallantly determined

on endeavouring to board and bring her out. The design

was put into execution with such alacrity, that the crew of

the ship, which proved to be the Solebay, of 22 guns (cap

tured two years before from the British), were taken by

surprise, and were unable to offer any effectual resistance

to the vigorous attack of the English. This gallant exploit

was performed with no loss to the Alexander : and his ma

jesty was so much pleased with it, that he ordered Captain

Philips a present of 500 guineas and a gold medal.

On the 8th of October Captain Hugh Palliser, in com

mand of the Weasel sloop of war, of 12 guns, engaged two

French privateers, one of six guns and six swivels, and 48

men ; and the other of 10 guns, 10 swivels, and 95 men ;

both of which he captured ; and for which act of gallantry

he was promoted and placed in the command of a frigate.

On the 11th of October, Captain Philip Saumarez, in

l 2
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command of the Nottingham, 60, being off Cape Clear, fell

in with the Mars, a French ship of 64 guns, and 550 men.

A well-contested action followed, which continued for two

hours, when the Mars, having had 40 of her crew killed

and wounded, struck her colours and was taken possession

of. The Nottingham's loss amounted to only three or four

men killed and wounded. The Mars was added to the Bri

tish navy under the same name.

During this year the Severn, 50, Captain William Lisle,

was captured by the French 74 gun ship, Terrible, after a

brave and long protracted defence. This ship, with the

Woolwich, 50, was convoying the homeward bound West

India fleet, when she fell in with the squadron of M. de Con-

flans. The Woolwich and convoy were ordered to make their

escape, and, by maintaining a running fight with the French

squadron for three hours, Captain Lisle succeeded in saving

the convoy from capture ; when finding it impossible to

escape, he ordered the colours to be struck. In order to

mark their approval of Captain Lisle's conduct, the Ad

miralty, on Captain Lisle's obtaining his release, appointed

him to the command of the Vigilant, 64.

In the West Indies this year a meeting took place be

tween the English and French squadrons, the former under

Captain Cornelius Mitchell, and the latter commanded by

M. de Conflans ; but no action worth recording took place,

owing to the bad conduct of the English commander.

The Merlin sloop of war, Captain David Brodie, cruized

with great success, and after a very severe action, in which

he lost his right arm, captured two richly freighted French

ships, having on board specie to the amount of £30,000.

For his activity, Captain Brodie was promoted, and ap

pointed to the Canterbury, 50.

In the East Indies, a squadron under Commodore Peyton,

on the 25th June, off Negapatam, fell in with the French

squadron, commanded by M. la Bourdonnois, but although

a partial action took place, in which the British loss

amounted to 14 killed, and 46 wounded, the engagement

not being persevered in as the commodore had it in his

power to do, the French were suffered to escape. Com

modore Edward Peyton has been greatly censured for his
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conduct while holding the command on this station, and he

was shortly afterwards superseded by Rear-Admiral Griffin.

1747.—Information being received by the British go

vernment respecting two powerful expeditions, fitted out

by the French for the purpose of prosecuting their plans in

the East Indies, the following ships were put under the

command of Vice-Admiral Anson, with instructions to

endeavour to intercept them. The squadron was as fol

lows :—

Gun Ship. fGeorge Anson, Vice-Admiral

90 Prince George ...^ (Blue),

l-Captain John Bentley,

fPeter Warren, Rear-Admiral

66 Devonshire | (White),

'-Captain Temple West,

Hon. E. Boscawen,

Henry Harrison,

Harry Norris,

Piercy Brett,

Charles Watson,

Philip Saumarez,

Thomas Grenville,

Thomas Fincher,

Thomay Hanway,

Peter Denis,

Blomfield Barradell,

Hon. W. Montagu,

John Montagu.

Falcon, sloop. Vulcan, fire-ship.

This squadron sailed from Plymouth on the 9th April,

and cruized off Cape Finisterre until 3d May, on which

day a French fleet, commanded by M. de la Jonquiere, was

discovered, consisting of 38 sail. On observing the British,

the French admiral being to leeward, with the wind at north

east, formed a plan which, but for the able suggestions of

Rear-Admiral Warren, might have enabled the greater part

of his fleet to escape. Nine of their largest ships shortened

sail and formed a line of battle, while the remainder, and

subsequently the nine ships also, made all sail to the west

ward. The signal was then made for a general chase, and

74 Namur

i Monmouth

64 - Prince Frederick

I Yarmouth

60

Princess Louisa

Nottingham

I Defiance

\ Pembroke

Windsor

(- Centurion

/Falkland

50 ^Bristol

40 Ambuscade
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at about 4h. p. m. the Centurion, having gained on her com

panions, arrived up with the rearmost French ship, and

commenced the action in the most gallant manner, and with

such spirit, that two large ships dropped astern to the sup

port of her. The Namur, Defiance, and Windsor, however,

soon after arriving up to the support of the Centurion, a

general action ensued between them and five of the French

ships.

The Centurion having had her main-topmast and fore-

topsail yard shot away, and five feet water in her hold,

dropped astern ; but Captain Denis quickly repaired the

damages, and still persevered in following the enemy, and

succeeded a second time in getting into action. The ships

which were fortunate enough to get up with the enemy

vied with each other in acts of chivalry, and the Devonshire

and Bristol having arrived up, the French commodore, in

the Serieux, was at length compelled to strike ; but with

out waiting to take possession of her, Rear-Admiral War

ren pushed on, and engaged the Invincible, which ship had

already been engaged by, and had suffered much from, the

fire of the Namur, and being ably supported by the Bristol,

the Invincible, being dismasted, also struck, but afterwards

rehoisted her colours, and again hauled them down on the

arrival of Admiral Anson. The Bristol then made sail and

attacked the Diamante, which ship, at b'h. 30m. p. m., was

also compelled to strike, and eventually the following six

sail of the line and four armed merchant ships, forming the

whole of the armament, surrendered :—Serieux, 66 guns,

536 men; Invincible, 74 guns, 700 men; Diamante, 56

guns, 450 men; Jason, 52 guns, 355 men; Rubis, 52 guns,

328 men ; and Gloire, of 44 guns, and 330 men. The

armed ships belonging to the East-India Company were the

Apollon and Philibert, of 30 guns, and Thetis and Dart

mouth, 20 guns. In the heat of the action, Captain Thomas

Grenville, of the Defiance, was killed, and Captain Bos-

cawen badly wounded in the shoulder. The loss of men

amounted to 520 killed and wounded.*

* Such is the vague account of the loss furnished by history ; and

we have with some difficulty ascertained that individually sustained by
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Vice-Admiral Anson was created a peer of Great Bri

tain, and received the personal thanks of his Majesty for

this victory, and Rear-Admiral Warren, to whom the com

plete success of the attack was due, was honoured with the

military order of the Bath. All the ships of war, and the

Thetis Indiaman, were purchased into the navy. The

name of the Serieux was changed to that of Intrepid, and the

Diamante to Isis.

Commodore Fox was dispatched, at the same time with

Vice-Admiral Anson, with a squadron, consisting of the

following ships :—

Gun Ship.

74 Kent Captain Thomas Fox,

64 Hampton Court ,, Savage Mostyn,

gQ f Eagle ,, Geo. Bridges Rodney,

LLion ,, Arthur Scott,

50 Chester „ Philip Durell,

44 Hector „ Thomas Stanhope,

Pluto and Dolphin, fire-ships.

The design of this squadron was to intercept the French

West-India homeward-bound fleet, under convoy of four

ships of war. On the 20th June Commodore Fox obtained

sight of the expected fleet off Cape Ortugal, in all 1 70 sail of

ships, and all sail was made in pursuit. The French ships

of war, however, being fast sailing ships, succeeded in

making their escape ; but 48 sail of merchant ships, whose

united tonnages amounted to 16,051 tons, and crews to

the ships principally engaged, except the Centurion's, which is not

mentioned in her log :—Devonshire, five men killed, and Mr. Page

(third lieutenant) and nine men wounded ; Bristol, one man killed and

five wounded ; Namur, 13 seamen killed and 63 wounded ; Defiance,

Captain Grenville and two men killed, and one mortally wounded ;

Windsor, Lieutenant Stewart, of the marines, and four men killed, and

18 wounded ; and the Princess Louisa, two men killed and six

wounded. The total of these gives only 131 ; so that a large number

remains to be accounted for, of which, however, the logs of the dif

ferent ships make no mention. The Prince George, Nottingham, and

Prince Frederick, suffered no loss whatever.
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1,197 men, were captured by the British squadron : the

remainder effected their escape.

On the 2nd June a gallant action was fought off Yar

mouth by the Fortune sloop of war, of 10 guns, 14 swivels,

and 110 men, commanded by Captain Edward Jekyll. The

Fortune was stationed off Yarmouth to protect the coast

ing trade from the depredations of the French privateers,

and on the above day five large privateers, taking her for a

merchant ship, made their appearance in chase of her.

Captain Jekyll made sail away from them in order to draw

them off shore, and also to give himself the weather-gage

which having succeeded in, he tacked and stood for the pri

vateers. The five vessels instantly discovered their error

and dispersed, but the Fortune succeeded, after a nine

hours' chase, in overtaking and capturing the largest, named

the Charon, of 10 guns, eight swivels, and 85 men.

The following squadron sailed on the 9th August from

Plymouth, under the command of Rear-Admiral Hawke.

Gun Ship.

66

70

64 .

' Princess Louisa

j60 <

50

iCaptain John Moore,

Thomas Cotes,

Thomas Fox,

Charles Saunders,

Henry Harrison,

Charles Watson,

Thomas Hanway,

Arthur Scott,

Robert Harland.

Philip Saumarez,

John Bentley,

Geo. Bridges Rodney,

Philip Durell,

Charles Stevens.

The object of this squadron was to attempt the destruc

tion of a fleet of merchant ships assembling in Basque

Roads, under the protection of a strong squadron of ships

of war. The French squadron, however, under the com
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mand of M. de Letendeur, sailed from He d'Aix on the 6th,

in charge of the convoy, and consisted of the following :—

Gun Ship. Men.

80 Tonnant 822

rlntrepide 686

74 \ Terrible 686

iMonarch 686

Gun Ship. Men.

rTrident 650

64<. Fougueux 650

LContent 650

56 Severn 380

70 Neptune 686

And a great many frigates and smaller vessels.

Early in the morning of August 14, when off Cape Finis-

terre, with a fresh wind at east south-east, the two squadrons

came in sight of each other. Rear-Admiral Hawke imme

diately made all sail to close the enemy, then on the weather

bow in the S.E. quarter, and at lOh. a.m. had neared suffi

ciently to make out several large ships, upon which he

deemed it prudent to form his ships in line of battle. The

French commodore, on the other hand, had hitherto consi

dered the British squadron as a portion of his own convoy,

which had parted company in the night, and edged away to

close them, but on discovering his error instantly ordered

the merchant ships and transports, under the charge of the

Content, 64, and frigates, to make the best of their way ;

while he, with the above-named ships, drew into a line

a-head to meet the approach of the enemy.

The Intrepide, Trident, and Terrible, formed the French

van ; the Tonnant and Monarch, the centre ; and the Se

vern, Fougueux, and Trident, the rear. But Admiral Hawke

soon observing that the design of the French commodore

was to enable his convoy to escape to windward, hauled

down his signal for a line of battle, and threw out another

for a general chase ; and in half an hour afterwards to en

gage the enemy. The Lion and Princess Louisa took the

lead in the pursuit, and at 1 lh. 45m. the former opened

her fire, but in his eagerness to reach the van of the enemy,

and so retard their escape, Captain Scott exposed his ship

to the united fire of the whole French squadron. These

ships were soon joined by the Tilbury, Eagle, Windsor,

Monmouth, Yarmouth, and Edinburgh, and the action be

came general. The Severn struck to the Devonshire ; but

Hawke pushed on, leaving her to be taken possession of by
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his frigates. He was, however, unfortunately deterred from

his intention of engaging the Tonnant by the Eagle, which

ship, in a disabled state, fell on board the Devonshire,* and

both ships were placed hors de combat for some time. To

add to this disaster, the breechings of the Devonshire's guns

broke. In this situation the Tonnant closed and engaged

the Devonshire, and but for the timely arrival of the Til

bury, she might have fared badly ; but having replaced the

fittings of her guns, the Devonshire was soon in a condition

to recommence the action, and succeeded in getting along

side the Trident and Terrible, both which ships struck at

7h. p.m. The Neptune struck to the Yarmouth, after hav

ing lost her captain and 200 of her crew killed and wounded,

and being completely dismasted. Three other ships, the

Monarque, Fougueux, and Severn, struck at 5h. p.m.

Towards the conclusion of the action, the Intrepide and

Tonnant endeavoured, after having behaved most gallantly,

to effect their escape ; which intention being perceived by

Captain Saunders, of the Yarmouth, that officer determined

on preventing it, if possible ; and accordingly hailed the

Eagle and Nottingham to join him in pursuing them. The

three ships immediately made all sail in chase ; but, ex

cept the Nottingham, they could not get near enough to

bring them to close action. The Nottingham having the

lead, might have succeeded in retarding their escape ; but

unfortunately Captain Saumarez fell mortally wounded, and

the commanding officer relinquished the chase ; so that

these two ships escaped into a French port. As the night

closed in, Rear-Admiral Hawke recalled the ships of his

squadron, and deeming it wholly impracticable to overtake

the convoy, discontinued the further pursuit.

The loss to the British in this action amounted to 154

killed, including the gallant Captain Philip Saumarez ; and

558 wounded. The same obscure and unfair mode of

lumping the killed and wounded, of which we complained

* This account is given out of respect to Sir Edward Hawke's letter ;

but no mention whatever is made of the circumstance in the Devon

shire's journal, neither is there of the breaking of the breechings of

the guns.
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in Admiral Anson's action, is again followed with reference

to this, and with great difficulty we have ascertained the

loss of individual ships as under, by a reference to the jour

nals of those ships.

Ships. Crew. Killed. Wounded.

Devonshire ... 555

Kent 480 — —.

480 5 17

Yarmouth 500 21 70

Monmouth 480 20 68

Princess Louisa 400 12 62

400 6 38

400 26 72

Tilbury 400 — —

Nottingham ... 400 14 —

400 11 45

400 16 54

Gloucester 300 6 16

Portland 300 7 12

5,895 130 454

Officers killed or wounded.

Loss, if any, not stated.

Ditto.

f Lieut, of Marines and

\ Gunner wounded.

1st & 2nd Lieuts. killed.

Loss not stated.

Captain killed.

f Lieut. P. Taylor (mor-

\ tally) wounded.

The loss to the French, as we have seen, was two 74

gun ships, one of 70, two of 64, and one of 56 guns, all of

which, except two, were wholly dismasted, and the loss in

men is estimated at about 800 killed and wounded. As

much time was necessarily occupied in refitting their prizes,

they did not reach Plymouth until the 31st of October.*

* In his official letter, Rear-Admiral Hawke made use of the follow

ing mode of expression: —" As the enemy's ships were large, except

the Severn, they took a deal of drubbing." This letter was being read

to King George II , and on arriving at this part, his Majesty, from his

imperfect knowledge of the English language, not understanding the

term " drubbing," requested Lord Chesterfield, who was reading the

dispatch, to explain it to him. At this moment the Duke of Bedford

entered the closet, and his grace, having a short time previously been

engaged in a fracas on the race-course at Lichfield, Lord Chesterfield,
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Seven ships of the convoy shortly afterwards fell into the

hands of Captain Peter Denis, in the Centurion.

In this action Captain Fox, of the Kent, having been

thought to have neglected his duty, a court-martial was

held upon him ; but it being proved that the fault in ques

tion arose principally from a misunderstanding of the sig

nals made, Captain Fox was acquitted of the main charge,

but dismissed the command of the ship.

On the 8th October, the Dartmouth, 50, commanded by

Captain Hamilton, fell in with the Spanish 70 gun ship,

Glorioso, which ship had, in July previously, engaged the

Warwick, 60, and Lark, 44, and the day before had also

been attacked by two British privateers, all of which she

had beaten off. Captain Hamilton having arrived up, gal

lantly attacked the Spanish ship, but in the heat of the

action, the Dartmouth unfortunately took fire and blew up.

The Prince Frederick privateer being at some distance

astern, succeeded in picking up Lieutenant O'Brien and 1 1

of her men ; but the brave captain, and the remainder of

his gallant crew, perished. On the following day the Rus-

sel, 80, Captain Mathew Buckle, overtook the Glorioso, and

compelled her to strike ; but the defence of the Glorioso

must ever rank high in Spanish history.

About this time the Viper sloop, Lieutenant Robert Hay,

cruizing off Ushant, fell in with and engaged the French

South Sea ship, Hector, of 28 guns, and after a most san

guinary battle, in which Lieutenant Hay and most of his

crew were killed, the Hector struck, and was taken posses

sion of. She was found to contain freight to the value of

near £7,000.

On the 18th August, the Bellona, 24, Captain the Hon.

Samuel Barrington, fell in, off Ushant, with the Duc de

Chartres, a French Indiaman, of 700 tons, 175 men, and 30

guns, laden with provisions and stores, which she captured

after an action of two hours.*

with his accustomed wit, referred his Majesty to the Duke for an ex

planation, upon which the King laughed heartily, and expressed him

self perfectly cognizant of the term.

* There is a painting in the gallery of Greenwich Hospital, by

Dominic Serres, representing this engagement.
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On the 12th September, as the Amazon, 26, Captain

Samuel Faulknor, was cruizing in the Channel, she fell in

with the Renommee, French frigate, of 32 guns and 300

men, and engaged her for several hours, when the Renom

mee sheered off, and the Amazon, having received much

damage in her sails and rigging, was unable to follow her.

The Amazon lost a great many men killed and wounded.

On the following day the Dover, 44, Captain Shirley, fell

in with the Renommee, and after a short action compelled

her to strike. The Renommee was purchased into the navy.

In this year the British cruizers and privateers were very

successful, and the following is a comparative summary of

the respective gains and losses. British vessels captured by

the Spaniards, 131; by the French, 420; taken by the

British—Spaniards, 91 ; French, 556. The Spanish and

French prizes were many of them very valuable ; while

those captured from the British were for the most part of

small value.

1748.—The first action of note in this year took place on

the 31st January. The squadron of Rear-Admiral Hawke,

cruizing in the Channel, discovered a large ship to leeward,

which the 60 gun ship Nottingham, Captain Robert Har-

land, was ordered to chase. All sail was immediately made

upon the Nottingham, and having at 1 Oh. a.m. closed with

the chase, commenced the action, and a running fight of six

hours' duration ensued. The rear-admiral having observed

the size of the ship Captain Harland was engaging, ordered

the 60 gun ship Portland, Captain Stevens, to proceed to

the Nottingham's assistance ; and by the time the Portland

had arrived up, the French ship, which proved to be the

Magnanime, a large class 74 gun ship, commanded by the

Marquis d'Albert, after receiving a few shot from the Port

land, hauled down her colours. The Nottingham sustained

a loss of 1 6 men killed and 1 8 wounded ; and the Portland

only four men wounded. The Magnanime, out of a crew

of 686 men, had 45 killed and 105 wounded. Being a

fine new ship, she was added to the British navy under the

same name.

In the West Indies this year a Spanish squadron, under

Admiral Reggio, was defeated by Rear-Admiral Knowles.



158 BATTLES OF [1748.

This action was, however, preceded by an ill-advised attack

upon St. Jago de Cuba, in which the failure was most

lamentable. The onus of this failure was thrown upon

Rear-Admiral Knowles, and his success in his engagement

with the Spanish fleet did not entirely remove the remem

brance of the previous failure. The British squadron con

sisted of the following—

Gun Ship.

~ rRear-Admiral Charles Knowles,
80 Cornwall in—*-;- t.^ ™ ,

70* Lenox

rTilbury

gQ J Strafford ...

1 Warwick ...

^Canterbury

50 Oxford

" iCaptain Polycarpus Taylor,

Charles Holmes,

Charles Powlett,

David Brodie,

Thomas Innes,

Edw. Clarke,

Edw. Toll.

The above squadron was manned with 2,900 men.

The Spanish squadron also consisted of seven ships, but

they were larger and better manned, having on board men

to the number of 4,150.

On the 1st of October these squadrons came in sight of

each other, half-way between the Tortugos and the Havan-

nah, and the Spanish Admiral being to leeward, gallantly

formed his line and awaited the attack of the British. Ow

ing to the bad sailing of the Canterbury and Warwick the

action was commenced upon unequal terms. At a little

past 2h. p.m., the Cornwall having arrived within musket-

shot of Vice-Admiral Reggio, in the Africa, 74, a spirited

action ensued, but the Spaniards firing high, quickly disabled

the Cornwall, which ship having had her maintopmast and

foretopsail yard shot away, dropped astern out of the line.

The Lenox then took the Cornwall's place, and maintained

the action with great spirit ; when the Spanish ships closing

round their admiral, rendered the situation of the Lenox

very critical ; but she being also supported by the arrival of

the Canterbury and Warwick, the action became general,

and continued till 8h. p.m., when Vice-Admiral Reggio

* This ship had only 56 guns mounted.
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deemed it prudent to attempt a retreat. The crew of the

Cornwall having exerted their usual activity in refitting

their ship, she was again in a condition to renew the action ;

and the Conquestadore, 74, having been likewise disabled

and much astern of her squadron, was the first object of her

renewed attack. Having arrived alongside of that ship, the

Cornwall opened so animated a fire upon her, that her cap

tain and most of her officers being killed, with a great many

men, she struck and was taken possession of.

Rear-Admiral Knowles having collected his squadron,

made all sail in pursuit of the Spaniards ; but deeming

himself unable to effect any thing more, relinquished the

pursuit. Chance, however, added to his success ; for two

days afterwards he fell in with the Africa, which ship hav

ing been dismasted soon after he had given over the chase,

had anchored in distress a few leagues off the Havannah.

The British squadron stood towards her, and the Spaniards

seeing it to be impossible to defend the ship, took to their

boats after setting her on fire, and she blew up before pos

session could be taken of her.

The loss of the Spaniards on this occasion was very

severe. Captain Don San Justo, of the Conquestadore ;

Don Quitana, second captain of the Africa ; and Don Gar-

recocha, captain of the Galga, and 86 men, were killed ; and

the vice-admiral, 14 officers, and 197 men, wounded. On

board the British squadron 59 men were killed and 120

wounded ; but no officer is named among the number.

Great discontent having prevailed in the squadron re

specting the mode of attack pursued by the rear-admiral, a

court-martial was held upon him on his arrival in England ;

and the court having heard the arguments adduced, were of

opinion that he was guilty of negligence in not having

shifted his flag into a fresh ship when the Cornwall was

disabled ; and for not having borne down on the Spanish

squadron, as he might have done, with more effect ; and

therefore adjudged him to be reprimanded.

The foregoing is the last action to which we shall refer,

as having taken place in the war which terminated in the

peace of Aix la Chapelle ; as, although many minor cap^-

tures took place, the bare catalogue of them would not be
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otherwise than uninteresting. It may be, however, proper

to sum up the events of the war with the following state

ment of losses and gains.

BRITISH GAIN.

Ships captured from the Spaniards 1,249

French 2,185

3,434

BRITISH LOSS.

Ships captured by the Spaniards 1,360

French 1,878

3,238

Balance in favour of the British 196

The above is the mode in use by the earlier naval histo

rians, but it is a method not at all suited to convey a correct

notion of the subject ; since, as in the case of the Spanish

captures made, the value of one of their ships was more

than equivalent to twenty of the majority of those lost to

the British. The gain to the British during this war is

estimated by Beatson at two millions sterling.
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CHAPTER XI.

1748—1762.

The peace, which had subsisted since its declaration in

1748, was so frequently infringed upon by ships of the

French navy, that it became at length necessary to reta

liate. Accordingly, fleets were fitted out, and the command

of one being given to Vice-Admiral Boscawen, he was or

dered to proceed to North America, to counteract the de

signs of a French fleet under M. de la Motte. Although

war was not formally declared, the warlike preparations of

the French plainly evinced their hostile intentions and de

signs upon the British North American colonies ; and Bos-

cawen's orders were to protect the British possessions, and

to attack the French squadrons wherever he found them.

These instructions were not, however, given secretly, for

they were communicated to the French ambassador in Lon

don, who conveyed them to the French king ; and the latter

is said to have made the reply, " that the first gun fired on

the sea in a hostile manner should be held equivalent to the

declaration of war."

It will be seen that Boscawen fulfilled his instructions to

the letter, for happening, on the 6th June, 1755, near the

entrance to the Gulf of St. Lawrence, to fall in with four sail

of the line, which had parted from M. de la Motte in a gale

of wind, he chased them for two days. On the 8th at noon,

the Dunkirk, Captain the Hon. Richard Howe, having ar

rived up with the sternmost French ship, the Alcide, 64, it

may be said declared war ; for, after some little preliminary

hailing, he opened so furious a cannonade, that on the ap

proach of the Torbay, the French ship struck her colours.

VOL. I. M
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A second ship—the Lys, 64—en-flute, was also captured ;

but a fog shortly afterwards came on, and the third es

caped. Thus was this war, commonly called in history

" the seven years' war," commenced.

These captures were followed by a third. On the 14th

November, a squadron, under the command of Admiral

Byng, cruizing in the Channel, fell in with, and took, the

Esperance, French 74 ; but bad weather coming on, and

the ship being greatly damaged, she was set on fire and

destroyed.

1756.—War was formally declared: by the English on

the 17th May, and by the French on the 16th June, 1756.

The first sea action of note which took place in this war

was one, the sequel of which forms a permanent stain upon

the English annals, as it led to the sacrifice of a brave and

honourable man. Although the British government had

received, from undoubted authority, intelligence of a vast

armament fitting out at Toulon to attack Minorca, it took

no steps for the defence of that island, until at length the

clamours of the people actually drove the ministers to order

a fleet to be sent out for its protection ; but the loose and

imperfect means of relief ordered proved the bad feeling

which reigned amongst the government. A fleet, it is true,

was appointed, but instead of its being of that powerful

description which could obtain command of the Mediter

ranean Sea, it consisted only of ten sail of the line, wretch

edly equipped. A most unaccountable fatuity prevailed in

the manning of this fleet ; for being ordered to convey a

reinforcement of troops to Gibraltar and Minorca, the ma

rines, which formed part complement of the ships, were or

dered to be landed, in order to make room in the ships for

the soldiers ; and thus the complement of each ship was

greatly and materially diminished. The fleet should have

sailed early in the year, but delay followed delay, and the

repeated remonstrances of Admiral Byng met with no

success. The crews of the ships were incomplete by several

hundreds of men, yet they might have been completed in a

day had the order been given to draft men from the diffe

rent ships in comparative idleness.
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On the 6th April the fleet at length sailed ; it consisted

of only 10 sail, and although Admiral Byng petitioned for

only two or three frigates, even one was denied him. On

the 2nd May the squadron arrived at Gibraltar, having en

countered much bad weather, where Admiral Byng learnt

the strength of the French squadron ; and that it had al

ready escorted a large body of troops to Minorca, which

had obtained possession of the whole island, with the excep

tion of Fort. St. Philip. The difficulty of throwing in suc

cours next occupied the attention of the admiral, but he de

termined to make the attempt with the undermentioned :—

Gun Ship.

90 Ramillies

68 Buckingham...

74 Culloden

Trident

Revenge

64 <! Intrepid

Captain

Lancaster

r Kingston

60 < Princess Louisa

IDefiance

/Deptford
50

^-Portland

Men.

"80 fAdmiral Hon. J- Byng (blue),

/ \Captain Arthur Gardiner,

{Rear-Admiral Temple West

(red),

Captain Michael Everitt,

600 „ Henry Ward,

500 „ Philip Durell,

480 „ Fred. Cornewall,

480 James Young,

480 „ Charles Catford,

520 „ Hon. G. Edgecumbe,

400 „ William Parry,

400 „ Hon. Thomas Noel,

400 ,, Thomas Andrews,

280 „ John Amherst,

300 „ Patrick Baird.

Chesterfield, 40 guns, 220 men, J. Lloyd ; Phoenix, 20,

Hon. A. Hervey; Fortune, Experiment, and Dolphin,

sloops.

Accordingly, on the 8th May, Admiral Byng sailed from

Gibraltar, and on the 16th reached Majorca, where he re

ceived intelligence fully confirming that he had obtained at

Gibraltar. At day-break on the 19th, having had a fine

wind during the preceding night, the fleet arrived in sight

of Minorca, and the admiral dispatched the Phoenix to re

connoitre Port Mahon harbour, and ascertain the possi

m 2
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bility of throwing succours into Fort St. Philip, as also

with a letter to General Blakeney, the commandant of the

garrison.

In the meanwhile the fleet made every effort to get in

shore, but the appearance of the French fleet quickly

changed the nature of the British admiral's movements.

His first object was to strengthen the crews of his weakest-

manned ships from the crews of the smaller vessels, one of

which, the Phoenix, he converted into a fire-ship. Admiral

Byng then stood towards the French fleet, which consisted

of the following ships :—

Gun Ship.

84 Foudroyant,

{Couronne,

Redoubtable,

Guerriere,

Tem6raire,

50 Fier,

Gun Ship.

Triton,

Lion,

64 t Content,

Sage,

Orphee

50 Hippopotame.

Frigates.—Junon, 44 ; Rose, 30 ; Gracieuse, 30 ; Topaze,

26 ; Nymphe, 26.

This well-appointed fleet was manned with 9,552 men,

and respecting the comparative broadside force we shall have

some occasion hereafter to remark. Towards night, the

French, which had by that time neared the British squadron

within a few miles, tacked, in order to obtain the weather-

gage, which advantage Admiral Byng at the time having,

he was under the necessity of tacking also to maintain.

The two adverse fleets therefore continued working to wind

ward all night, with light variable airs of wind, each in the

hope of obtaining the weather-gage, and on the following

morning, at day-break, the fleets were not visible to each

other. The Defiance, a little after day-break, captured a

Tartan containing a reinforcement of men from Minorca for

the French fleet, and shortly afterwards the French fleet

was discovered to leeward, and at so great a distance that

it was 2h. p.m. before Admiral Byng considered himself near

enough to form his order of attack.

The signal was then made for the fleet in two lines to
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bear away two points, and engage the enemy ; but Rear-

Admiral West, who was leading, either misinterpreting the

signal, or deeming it simply a signal to bear down upon

the enemy and bring them to action, bore up seven points ;

in other words, bore right up before the wind, and in a

short time, in the most spirited manner, engaged the van and

centre of the enemy, whose ships were under their topsails

only, with their main-topsails to the mast. Admiral Byng,

with his division, shortly afterwards also bore up to the

support of his rear-admiral ; but the last ship of the van

division, the Intrepid, had not been long in the action ere

her fore-topmast was shot away, and in a manner which

must appear wholly unaccountable to those who have heard

and read of the actions of later date, threw the whole divi

sion astern of her into confusion. The loss of a fore-top

mast to a ship sailing with the wind on her quarter ought

not to have been attended with any material consequences,

and the only effect it would have had upon experienced sea

men would have been, that the ships astern would have

passed the disabled ship to leeward, and have continued to

close the enemy. It is impossible, when impartially review

ing the events of this action, to justify the measures of Ad

miral Byng, and the ships of his division. The Intrepid, it

appears, rounded to, and threw all a-back, but not before

she was in such a position as to engage with effect the

ship opposed to her in the line. The Revenge, the ship

next astern, luffed up in order to pass the Intrepid to wind

ward, but it seems did not pass her at all, as she remained

upon the Intrepid' s weather quarter. The Princess Louisa

and Trident were, it seems, also brought to by the same

cause, as well as the Ramillies, bearing the admiral's flag.

The Ramillies did not get into action at all, although her

crew wasted much ammunition by firing when not within

range ; neither did the Revenge, Trident, Culloden, or

Kingston. The division of Rear-Admiral West, which led,

suffered most ; and had the French not filled, and made sail

after about an hour's cannonading, those ships must have

fallen into their hands. As so much has been said and

written respecting this action, we think it advisable to illus

trate it with a small diagram, showing the position of the



166 [1756.BATTLES OF

two fleets at the commencement of, and during the engage

ment. The facts upon which the diagram is founded are

derived from the minutes of the court-martial.

 

It has been the universal custom of historians to laud the

conduct of the unfortunate Admiral Byng ; but with the

plain diagram before us, the seaman's eye will, we think,

easily detect the possibility which existed of the admiral's

having effected more than was done. The matter has now

almost sunk into oblivion, and a sort of perpetual odium lies

upon those who caused the admiral's death ; but we feel it

a duty to state our agreement with the sentence pronounced

upon his conduct by the court-martial ; viz. " that he did



1756.] 167THE BRITISH NAVY.

withdraw or keep back, and did not do his utmost to take,

seize, and destroy the ships of the French king, which it

was his duty to have engaged ; and to assist such of his

majesty's ships as were engaged in fight with the French

ships," &c Upon the justice or injustice of carrying the

extreme sentence of the law into force, it is not our province

to offer an opinion ; but we will proceed to show, that the

force of the French squadron was so superior, that if Admi

ral Byng's was a just sentence, that of M. de Galissioniere

should certainly have been one, if possible, more severe. To

do this it will only be necessary to compare the ships of the

two admirals, which will be done more clearly by the sub

joined method.

FOTJDROYANT.

French 84 gun Ship.*

Lower-deck 30 ... 42prs.

Main-deck 32 ... 24

Quarter-deck 18 ... 8

Forecastle 4 ... 8

Total 84 guns.

RAMILLIES.

British 90 gun Ship.

Lower-deck 26

Middle-deck 26

Upper-deck 26

Quarter-deck 10

Forecastle 2

32 prs.

18

12

6

6

Total 90 guns.

Broadside 686 lbs.

Tons ... 1,742

Broadside

Tons ...

1,159 Ibs.f

1,977

* The Foudroyant was subsequently captured, and was the first 84

gun ship upon two decks which ever belonged to the British navy ; all

British 80 gun ships being at this time three-deckers.

+ This is calculated allowing for the difference between the French

and English weights, for which see the following table :—

The subjoined Table, compiled by the late Mr. James, will be found highly useful, as
showing the English weight of the different descriptions of Shot in use by Foreign

Navies.

DANISH. DUTCH. FRENCH. SPANISH. SWEDISH. RUSSIAN.

Pdr.
English
Weight.

Pdr. English
Weights

Pdr. English
Weight.

pdr. English
Weight. Pdr. English

Weight.

lbs. oz. Ibt. oz. lbs. oz. lbs. oz.

48
lbs. oz.
44 151
39 51
33 111
28 1|
22 71
16 13|

11 3J
7 7i
5 91

lbs. oz.

96 39 Hi 36 38 14 36 33 8
42
36
30
24
18
12
8
6

48
E6
30
24
18
18
8
6

37 I4i
32 71
27 91
21 101

16 3J
10 13J
7 31
5 61

32
24
18
12
8

34 12!
26 21
18 91
13 1

8 10i
6 81

24
18
12

26 71
19 13i
13 3*
8 131
6 91

24
18
12
8
6

25 14*
19 7

12 15J
8 10

6 7i

24
18
12
8
6

24 5}
18 4

12 2i
8 14
6 11

8

0 a

a The French shot has been found to exceed this calculated weight by a few ounces.
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The 74 gun ships of the French fleet, of which there were

four, mounted 42-pounders on the lower-deck ; and the 64

gun ships, 36-pounders ; so that a rough estimate of the

comparative force of the two fleets would be about three to

two, or even a greater disparity. The conduct of the French

admiral, therefore, was most imbecile ; for, with such ships,

he might have made prizes of every ship of the British fleet ;

but still this does not exonerate the British admiral, whose

conduct on the occasion is softened only by the severe

penalty he suffered; in which, however, more than one of

his captains deserved to have participated.

The British loss in this action has already been stated in

the aggregate, but among the numbers were the gallant

Captains Andrews, who so nobly commenced the action in

the Defiance, and Noel, of the Princess Louisa. Admiral

Byng, after this encounter with the French fleet, quitted

Minorca and returned to Gibraltar ; * where he was soon

afterwards superseded by Sir Edward Hawke.

On the 1 7th of May, early in the morning, the Colchester,

of 50, and the Lyme, of 26 guns, Captains Lucius O'Brien

and Edward Vernon, part of the fleet of Vice-Admiral Bos-

cawen, being off the Isle of Oleron, discovered and gave

chase to two sail. The pursuit lasted all day ; but at

5h. p.m., the Colchester having arrived up with the stern-

most, the Aquilon, 50, engaged her very closely; while

Captain Vernon, in the Lyme, engaged the other, which was

the 32 gun frigate Fidelle. After an action of six hours'

duration, the French ships made off, leaving the Colches

ter and Lyme much damaged in hull and rigging, with the

loss of a great many men.

On the 6th of July, the Hon. Captain Richard Howe, in

the Dunkirk, 60, having under his orders a squadron of six

ships, destroyed a fort erecting on Chausse Island, near St.

Malo.

A gallant action was fought this year by the Dispatch

sloop, Captain James Holbourne, with a French privateer

* This unfortunate Admiral was shot in Portsmouth harbour on the

14th of March, 1757, on board the 74 gun ship Monarch—an execu

tion the severity of which was undoubtedly, under all the circum

stances, extreme.
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mounting 1 8 guns, with a crew of 170 men. The action

lasted two hours, and the privateer made several ineffectual

attempts at boarding, but was beaten off with much loss.

Captain Holbourne, who behaved nobly, was mortally

wounded by a flint stone about the size of a nutmeg.

The protracted defence of Lieutenant James Orrock, in

command of the Adventure, a small brig tender mounting

six 3-pounders, against a large privateer, deserves a record.

Being off Bamborough Castle, his little vessel was attacked

by the Infernale, of 12 guns, with a crew of 148 men, and

an action of two hours' duration ensued ; when, having ex

pended all his ammunition, and had five of his crew killed

and 18 wounded, Lieutenant Orrock was compelled to sur

render. The privateer had seven men killed and 25 wounded.

For his conduct on this occasion Lieutenant Orrock was

deservedly promoted.

Nor should the desperate action of a London privateer

be passed over. On the 23rd of December, the Terrible, of

26 guns and 200 men, commanded by Captain Death, being

on a cruize, fell in with and captured, after a sharp action,

in which his lieutenant and 1 6 of his crew were killed, the

Grand Alexander, of 22 guns and 100 men. While the

Terrible was convoying the prize into port, the latter was

attacked by the French privateer Vengeance, of 36 guns

and 360 men, and captured. The French captain then

manned his prize, and both together pursued and attacked

the Terrible. In the first broadside they shot away her

mainmast, but Captain Death defended his ship with the

most obstinate valour for a considerable time. The contest

was most desperate ; but Captain Death being killed, with

half of his crew, and nearly all the remainder wounded, the

privateer was taken possession of. The Vengeance lost in the

action her first and second captains killed, and two-thirds

of the crew.

1757.—Although this year is rendered famous for the

successes obtained by individual ships over the French

cruizers, it furnishes us with only one action in which a

squadron was engaged. Captain Arthur Forrest, of the Au

gusta, 60 guns, belonging to the squadron on the Jamaica

station, under the command of Rear-Admiral Cotes, was
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dispatched, in the month of October, to cruize off Cape

Francois, where the French were assembling a fleet of mer

chant ships for Europe. Captain Forrest had under his

orders the Edinburgh, 64, Captain William Langdon, and

the Dreadnought, 60, Captain Maurice Suckling. Rear-

Admiral Cotes had received intelligence relative to the

French force intended to convoy the fleet at Cape Francois,

which led him to believe that the above ships would be

found equal to cope with it ; but M. de Kersaint, the French

commodore, had been unexpectedly reinforced by the junc

tion of several ships, and when Captain Forrest arrived off

the port, was in command of the undermentioned :—

Gun Ship. , Gun Ship.

74 / Intrepide,

X Sceptre,

64 Opiniatre,

50 Greenwich,*

44 Outarde,

32 /Sauvage,

ILicorne;

manned with 3,850 men, including many volunteers from

the garrison and merchant ships.

With this force at his disposal the French commodore

had good reason to believe he should be able to drive Cap

tain Forrest from his station ; and accordingly, early in the

morning of the 21st of October,f or more probably on the

night previous, he put to sea, and stood off shore in search

of the British squadron. At 7h. a.m. the Dreadnought

made the signal for an enemy, and at noon the French

squadron was in sight from the deck. Captain Forrest then

made the signal for his captains, and on their arrival on the

Augusta's quarter deck, is said to have addressed them with

—" Well, gentlemen, you see they are come out to engage

us." Upon which Captain Suckling replied—" I think it

* Captured by a French squadron of five sail of the line, on the 14th

of March preceding, while commanded by Captain Robert Roddam.

t It is a singular circumstance, which has not been previously re

marked upon, that this action, which was the only one of any note

fought by Captain Suckling, should have occurred on the 21st of Oc

tober, and that Captain Suckling's nephew—the immortal Nelson,

who went to sea under his auspices—should, on that very day 48 years,

have completed his unparalleled series of victories by a glorious death

at Trafalgar.
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would be a pity to disappoint them." Captain Langdon

being of the same opinion, Captain Forrest dismissed them

to their ships, and made the signal for the squadron to make

all sail to close the enemy. Having a moderate breeze, the

three British ships—the Dreadnought leading—at 3h. 20m.

p.m., having neared the French squadron, which was formed

in line a-head under easy sail, the action commenced with

great spirit. The Intrepide, the headmost ship, was en

gaged with such vigour by the Dreadnought, that being

much disabled in her spars, the French ship dropped astern

and fell foul of the Greenwich, her next astern. This acci

dent caused such confusion, that the whole French squadron

became entangled and exposed to the fire of the British

ships without the ability to return more than a few shot.

The engagement lasted without intermission for two hours

and a half, by which time the French commodore, in the

Intrepide, made the signal for one of the frigates to tow his

ship out of the action, and the whole French squadron made

sail to leeward. The British ships had suffered so much in

their sails and rigging, that it was found impossible to fol

low ; and Captain Forrest was reluctantly compelled to

return to Jamaica to repair his damages. In this gallant

engagement the Augusta lost her first lieutenant and eight

men killed and 12 dangerously and 17 slightly wounded:

all her masts, sails, rigging, and boats received considerable

injury. The Dreadnought had nine men killed and 20 dan

gerously and ten slightly wounded. She lost her main and

mizen topmasts, and mizen yard ; and every mast and yard

was badly wounded, except the foretopmast and foretopsail-

yard ; she also received a great many shot in her hull. The

Edinburgh was more fortunate, having lost only five in

killed and 30 wounded ; but her masts, yards, and sails

were greatly damaged, and she had several shot in her hull.

The French loss is stated to have been inconceivably severe,

amounting to near 600 killed and wounded. One of their

squadron, the Opiniatre, was dismasted, and the whole

much disabled ; but during the unavoidable absence of Cap

tain Forrest, the French commodore speedily repaired his

damages, and made his escape from Cape Francois.

The ability and valour evinced by Captain Forrest on
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the above occasion was again displayed on the 24th of No

vember. Being then dispatched by Rear- Admiral Cotes

to cruise off Gonave for two days, he proceeded up the bay

between the islands Gonave and Hispaniola, with a view to

put in practice a plan he had formed for possessing himself

of a rich fleet, under convoy of two armed merchant frigates,

about to sail from Port-au-Prince, of which he had obtained

information a few days previously. The day after he parted

company from the admiral, he stood in- shore, and disguised

his ship with tarpaulins, assuming to be a Dutch ship of

war ; which nation's colours he displayed. At 5h. p.m. he

discovered seven sail standing to the westward, but in order

to avoid suspicion he made sail away from them until dark ;

when he crowded all sail in pursuit. At 10h. p.m. two sail

were seen a-head, one of which fired a gun, and the other

made sail in-shore for Leogane Bay. Shortly afterwards

eight sail were seen to leeward, close under Petite Guave.

The Augusta was very soon alongside the ship which had

fired the gun, when Captain Forrest hailed the stranger and

cautioned her captain, on pain of being sunk, not to give

the smallest alarm ; at the same time the lower-deck ports

were opened, as if to carry the threat into execution. This

ship submitted without opposition, and having taken her

crew out, Captain Forrest put a lieutenant and 35 men into

the prize, with directions to stand in for Petite Guave to

intercept any of the ships which might make for that port.

The Augusta then crowded sail after the body of the fleet,

and by dawn of day was in the midst of them, firing at them

all in turns. The French ships returned an ineffectual fire

for some little time ; but three of the largest having struck,

they were made use of by Captain Forrest to go in pursuit

of the remainder. One vessel only of the whole (a snow)

escaped ; and thus, by the well-conducted measures of Cap

tain Forrest, this valuable convoy was taken. The following

is a summary of the whole : nine ships, the united tonnages

of which amounted to 3,070, carrying 112 guns, and 415

men. Their value was very considerable.

The French had exercised considerable spirit in fitting

out a vast number of privateers, and, consequently, scarcely

a week passed without some action occurring in the Chan
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nel between them and the British cruizers. Upwards of

forty were captured in this year by the British men-of-war

alone, independent of those—and there were many—taken

by British privateers ; but the commander most successful

in capturing those vessels, so destructive to the trade of

England, was Captain John Lockhart, in his Majesty's fri

gate Tartar, of 28 guns, with whose gallant deeds we will

commence.

Being on a cruize in the Channel, in the month of Ja

nuary, Captain Lockhart fell in with the Mont Ozier, Ro-

chelle privateer, mounting 20 long 9-pounders, with a crew

of 180 men. After a short engagement the privateer struck ;

but while preparations were making for taking possession

of her, she suddenly bore up, and attempted to board the

Tartar. The Tartar's crew, however, were on the alert,

and repelled the treacherous proceeding with such energy,

that 36 of the privateer's crew were killed and a great

number wounded. The privateer then sheered off and re

commenced the action, but after losing in the whole 58 men

was compelled to surrender.

In the month of Feburary, Captain Lockhart being ill

and on shore, the Tartar again put to sea, under the com

mand of her first lieutenant, Mr. Thomas Baillie, and in

the course of her cruise fell in with the privateer Vic-

toire, of 26 guns and 230 men ; and after a smart action,

the privateer surrendered. Being a remarkably fine vessel,

the Victoire was purchased by government and added to the

British navy, by the name of Tartar's Prize, the command

of her being deservedly conferred on Lieutenant Baillie, to

gether with his commission as master and commander. For

the sake of connection, we continue to trace the Tartar's

triumphs during the year.

In the month of March, Captain Lockhart captured, after

a long fight, the privateer Sta. Maria, of 24 guns and 275

men, and having conveyed his prize into port, and repaired

his damages, he returned again in search of an enemy, and

was again successful. He fell in with the privateer Due

D'Aiguillon, of 600 tons, 26 guns, and 265 men, and after

an action of an hour and a quarter, in which the privateer
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had 50 men killed and wounded, and the Tartar four men

killed and one wounded, captured her also. In the month

of May, the same enterprising officer captured the privateer

Penelope, of 18 guns and 190 men, 14 of whom were

killed. In October he captured the privateer Comtesse de

Gramont, of 18 guns and 155 men. This vessel was

purchased into the navy, and named the Gramont.

In the month of November, Captain Lockhart rendered

himself still more conspicuous. Being on a cruize in the

Channel, in company of some other cruizers, he gave chase

to a large sail, and after a pursuit of thirty hours, over

took her. The chase, which was the Melampe privateer,

of Bayonne, of 700 tons, and mounting 36 guns, with a crew

of 320 men, engaged the Tartar with much spirit; but after a

running fight of three hours, in which the Melampe suffered

a loss of 12 men killed and 26 wounded, and the Tartar

four killed, the privateer struck her colours, and was taken

possession of accordingly. At this time the ships which

had been in company with the Tartar when she commenced

the chase were only in sight from the mast-head. The

prize proved a remarkably fine vessel, and only launched

two months previously. She was 116 feet upon the keel,

and 33 feet extreme breadth, and was added to the royal

navy under the same name, where she long continued, as a

36 gun frigate, an ornament to the navy. Such distin

guished services called forth the gratitude of the merchants

of London and Bristol ; the former presented Captain Lock-

hart with an elegant piece of plate, value 200 guineas ; and

the latter, with a similar mark of their sense of his achieve

ments, by a piece of plate valued at 100 guineas. The cor

poration of Plymouth also presented him with the freedom

of the town in a silver box.

In the month of February, as the British 1 2 gun sloop

Badger, Captain Thomas Taylor, was cruizing off the French

coast, she fell in with and captured a French privateer, of

eight guns and 72 men, which Captain Taylor sent into the

Downs. Shortly afterwards the Badger gave chase to a

second, a privateer, named the Escorte, belonging to St.

Maloes, of 18 long 8-pounders and 157 men. Undeterred



1757.] 175THE BRITISH NAVY.

by the disparity of force, Captain Taylor engaged her, and

a close action of one hour and a half ensued, when the pri

vateer surrendered. This action was the more creditable

to the captain, officers, and crew of the Badger, from the

circumstance of her being short of complement, in conse

quence of the prize crew recently sent away. There were

no marines on board ; but the purser, Mr. Andrew Ruther

ford, having gallantly volunteered his services, was placed

in charge of a party of small-arm men stationed on the fore

castle of the sloop, in which he conducted himself with

great bravery. Captain Taylor was promoted, on the 3rd

of March, to post rank, and appointed to command the

Seahorse frigate ; and Mr. Rutherford was appointed to

the Coventry. The Escorte was added to the navy under

the same name.

In the month of April, as the British 8 gun sloop Happy,

commanded by Captain Thomas Burnet, was on her return

from Jersey, having on board twenty soldiers from that

island, she was attacked by the French privateer Infernal,

mounting six 6-pounders, eight 4-pounders, six swivels,

with a crew of 75 men. Knowing well his inferiority in

point of armament, Captain Burnet immediately grappled

the privateer, and boarded her. The troops being very use

ful in clearing the decks, the privateer's crew surrendered.

For this gallant little exploit Captain Burnet was promoted,

on the 5th of May following, to be a post-captain.

On the 18th of May, the British 28 gun frigate Unicorn,

Captain John Rawlings, cruizing off the coast of Ire

land, gave chase to the French privateer Invincible, of 24

guns and 286 men. An action ensued, in the early part

of which Captain Rawlings was mortally wounded in the

head, and the command of the ship devolved on Lieutenant

Michael Clements, who conducted the fight with great skill,

and compelled the privateer to surrender. The Unicorn

sustained a loss, besides her captain, of the boatswain and

two men killed and five men wounded. The Invincible

lost a great many men, killed and wounded, before she

struck. Having obtained information from some of the

prisoners respecting another privateer, which had been
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cruizing in company with the Invincible, Lieutenant Cle

ments, after seeing his prize into Kinsale, went in pursuit

of the other, and had the good fortune to fall in with and

capture her. She proved to be a privateer, of 1 8 guns and

143 men, belonging to Bourdeaux. Lieutenant Clements

was, for his gallantry, deservedly promoted.

On the 13th of May, the 50 gun ship Antelope, Cap

tain Alexander Hood, cruizing off the French coast, gave

1 chase to and brought to action the French 50 gun ship,

- the Aquilon. After exchanging a few broadsides, the

Aquilon sheered off and stood in for the land, followed by

the Antelope under all sail. Finding it impossible to escape,

the Aquilon ran upon a ridge of rocks in Audierne Bay,

where she was totally wrecked. The Antelope had three

men killed and 13 wounded in this encounter. Among the

latter was a young midshipman named Murray, who had

both his legs carried away by a shot. While under the

surgeon's hands, it is stated, that hearing the crew on deck

give three cheers, he waved his hand round his head and

expired. The Aquilon had 55 killed and wounded.

On the 30th of May, the Duc d'Aquitaine, French East-

India ship, of 1,500 tons, mounting 50 long 18-pounders,

with a crew of 463 men, was captured, after an hour's ac

tion, by the Eagle and Medway, 60 gun ships, Captains

Hugh Palliser and Charles Proby. The Eagle had 10 men

killed, and the Medway 10 wounded, before they compelled

the French ship to strike. This ship was pierced for 64

guns, and was purchased into the royal navy.

On the 25th of July, at 11h. p.m., as the British 32 gun

frigate Southampton, Captain James Gilchrist, was off St.

Alban's Head on her way to Plymouth, conveying money

to the dock-yard at that port, she was fallen in with by five

large French privateers. One of them, shooting a-head, en

gaged the Southampton for half an hour, and the others

also coming up, they made several attempts at boarding ;

but on each occasion were repulsed with much slaughter.

Two of the privateers having the advantage of sailing, then

took up their positions, one on the frigate's bow and an

other on her quarter, and for nearly an hour continued a
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well-directed fire ; but by the great skill of the British cap

tain and crew, the whole were at length obliged to sheer

off, leaving the Southampton in no condition for pursuit.

The Southampton, in her unequal contest, was greatly

crippled, having had all her masts, sails, and rigging very

much cut, besides receiving a great many shot in her

hull, and several between wind and water, so that she was

compelled to put into Weymouth. The Southampton suf

fered a loss of 24 men killed, or mortally wounded, and a

great many slightly wounded.

On the 1st of August, the British 24-gun ship Seahorse,

commanded by Captain Thomas Taylor (who, as we have

just seen, distinguished himself in the Badger sloop), having

under his orders the Raven and Bonetta sloops, Captains

John Bover and John Clarke, being off Ostend, fell in with

two 12-pounder French frigates. The Seahorse being at

anchor with the two sloops, immediately weighed and stood

out to meet the enemy; and at 12h. 30m. p.m., brought

the weathermost ship to action, within pistol-shot dis

tance. The fire of the British ship induced her opponent,

after a short engagement, to bear up and close her consort

to leeward, under jury topmasts ; but she was closely fol

lowed by the Seahorse, which ship, for a considerable time

single-handed, engaged the two French ships. The Raven

and Bonetta joining, the frigates, at 3h. 45m., bore up

and made all sail away, leaving the Seahorse so much cut

up in sails and rigging that she was unable to chase them.

The Seahorse, in her gallant action, had ten men killed or

mortally wounded, and nine wounded, including her captain,

slightly. Captain Bover, of the Raven, was also wounded.

The Bonetta was disabled early in the action, and did not

render any material service.

On the 24th of August, the Prince Edward, of 40 guns,

Captain William Fortescue, being on a cruize off Scilly,

fell in with, and engaged a French 36-gun frigate. Owing

to the freshness of the breeze, the Prince Edward, being a

40-gun ship on two decks, was unable to open her lower

deck ports, consequently the French frigate possessed a

great and decided advantage over her. The action lasted

till night, and was renewed the next day ; but the Prince

VOL. I. N
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Edward, having her main and mizen masts shot away, was

unable to bring her guns to bear on the frigate, which, for

tunately for the former, sheered off. The Prince Edward

had 10 men killed and 40 wounded.

To shew the inefficiency of the two-decked 40 and 50-

gun ship. The Antelope, of 50 guns, Captain Thomas

Saumarez, some little time afterwards cruizing in the Chan

nel, captured the French privateer Moras, of 22 guns and

285 men ; but owing to the heavy sea running, the Antelope

was unable to open her lower deck ports, and the priva

teer engaged nearly two hours before surrendering, nor did

she then strike until she had lost her mizen-mast.

On the 21st of September, the British 32-gun frigate

Southampton, still commanded by Captain James Gilchrist,

then belonging to the fleet of Sir Edward Hawke, cruizing

off Brest, having been dispatched by the admiral to recon

noitre the harbour, was chased by a large ship. As soon

as the stranger was perceived, the Southampton tacked and

stood towards her, upon which the stranger shortened sail

and hove to. Owing to light airs and calms, it was 2h.

p.m. before the Southampton could get near enough to

open her fire. At that time, being within musket-shot, the

stranger, which proved to be the Emeraud, French 28-gun

frigate, opened her fire on the Southampton, but it was not

returned until, being within twenty yards of each other, the

British frigate opened her fire, and a warmly contested

action ensued. In consequence of the calm, which the firing

caused, the ships drifted foul of each other, when the French

endeavoured to carry the Southampton by boarding, but

were beaten back with great loss. The struggles of the

two crews lasted for a quarter of an hour, at the expiration

of which time, the Emeraud having lost her first and second

captains, most of the officers, and 60 men killed and

wounded, surrendered. The Southampton had her second

lieutenant and 19 men killed, and every officer, except the

captain, and 28 men wounded. In this action the two

ships were as nearly as possible of equal force, and the vi

gour of the contest evinces great courage and skill on both

sides. The Emeraud was added to the royal navy under

the English name Emerald, and continued for many years
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a cruizing ship. While conducting the prize into port,

the Southampton captured a 10-gun privateer belonging to

Dunkirk.

On the 2nd of November, the British 9-pounder 28-gun

frigate Unicorn, Captain Matthew Moore, cruizing in the

Channel, fell in with, and engaged the 12-pounder 28-gun

French frigate Hermione. The action lasted five hours, at

the expiration of which, the French crew having suffered

severely, the Hermione surrendered. This prize was added

to the British navy under the name of Unicorn's Prize.

On the 23rd of November, the British 28-gun ship Hus

sar, Captain John Elliot, and 24-gun ship Dolphin, Cap

tain Benjamin Mariow, being on a cruize, gave chase to a

large French ship. The Hussar closed with her at about

8h. p.m., and commenced the action, in which she was soon

joined by the Dolphin. The fire of the British ships must

have been well directed, for at 10h. p.m. the stranger, which

was by that time dismasted, went down with her colours

flying. The French ship was supposed to have been the

Alcyon, of 50 guns, armed en flute. The Hussar had re

ceived much injury, and had no boat that would swim ; the

Dolphin, however, sent a boat, but was, unfortunately, not

able to save any of the devoted French crew. In the course

of this year the French 36-gun frigate Bien-acquis was

captured by the Chichester, 70, Captain Saltern William

Willet, and Sheerness, 24, Captain Thomas Graves. The

frigate was added to the British navy by the name of

Aurora.

1758.—On the 1st of January, as the hired armed ship

Adventure, mounting 18 long 6-pounders, commanded by

Captain John Bray, was lying at anchor in Dungeness Roads,

a large brig was observed standing towards her, upon which

the Adventure was cleared for action. Captain Bray, at

2h. p.m., ordered the Adventure's cable to be cut and sail

to be made on the ship, and soon after the action com

menced. Observing that the brig was about to endeavour

to rake the Adventure, Captain Bray ordered the helm to

be put hard a-port, and wore round, which threw her

athwart hawse of the brig, the brig's bowsprit passing be

tween the Adventure's main and mizen masts. Captain

N 2
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Bray and the pilot then passed a hawser three times round

the brig's bowsprit, and secured it to the capstan, and a

vigorous fight with small arms was kept up for nearly an

hour ; when the brig's deck being nearly cleared, she struck,

and was taken possession of. She proved to be the Ma-

chault, Dunkirk privateer, mounting 14 long 8-pounders,

with a crew of 102 men, of which she lost 40 in killed and

wounded. Captain Bray was deservedly promoted to post

rank for this well-conducted affair.

At day-break on the 8th of January, the British 28-gun

frigate Hussar, Captain John Elliot, cruizing off the Lizard,

observed a large ship to leeward, to which he immediately

gave chase. The pursuit lasted till 3h. p.m., at which time

the stranger hove to, and an engagement commenced, which

lasted near two hours ; when the enemy having had her

main and mizen masts shot away, five of her guns dis

mounted, and eight feet water in her hold, hauled down her

colours. The prize proved to be the French privateer Ven

geance, belonging to St. Maloes, and was armed with 32

guns, 12 and 8-pounders, and about 20 swivels. She

commenced the action with 319 men on board, out of which

she had 52 killed, and 37 wounded. The privateer's fore

mast was so badly wounded that it fell over the side the

next morning. The Hussar, in this spirited and well- con

tested action, sustained a loss of six men killed and 15

wounded. The Vengeance was added to the British navy

under the same name. The Hussar was a very keen cruizer,

and captured, shortly afterwards, the Heureux, of 22 guns

and 70 men, laden with merchandize.

On the 28th of February, at day-break, the Mediter

ranean fleet, under the command of Admiral Henry Osborn,

being off Cape de Gatt, came in sight of four large ships to

leeward. From their not answering the private signal,

they were concluded to be enemies, and the admiral directed

several ships to go in pursuit of them. The strangers, on

perceiving the British fleet, separated, each steering a diffe

rent course. At about 7h. p.m., the Revenge, 64, Captain

John Storr, having overtaken the ship she was chasing,

commenced the action ; and for half an hour continued a

close and spirited cannonading. The Berwick, 64, Captain
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Robert Hughes, having by this time arrived up, and fired a

broadside, the stranger, which proved to be the Orphee, 64,

M. d'Herville, surrendered. The Orphee, out of a crew of

502 men, had 21 men killed and 89 wounded. The Re

venge suffered more severely, in consequence of the heavier

metal of the French ship, losing 32 men in killed and 54

wounded ; among the latter were Captain Storr and Mr.

Mountford, first lieutenant.

The Swiftsure, 74, Captain Thomas Stanhope, Monmouth

and HamptonCourt, 64's, CaptainArthur Gardiner, andHon.

A.J. Hervey, went in pursuit of the larger sail, which proved

to be the Foudroyant, 84. At 8h. p.m., the Monmouth hav

ing run her consorts out of sight, got up with the chase and

commenced the action. Captain Gardiner* was one of the

first wounded (in the arm) on board the Monmouth ; he,

however, refused to quit the deck, but remained encou

raging his people to fight the ship. Having succeeded in

knocking away some of the Foudroyant's spars, the Mon

mouth got close under her starboard quarter, and for four

hours maintained the unequal contest. At 9h. p.m. Cap

tain Gardiner was mortally wounded by a musket-ball in

the forehead, and the command of the ship devolved on

Lieutenant Robert Carket, who continued to fight the ship

with the most exemplary courage and skill. At a little

past nine the Monmouth's mizen-mast was shot away,

upon which the French crew gave three cheers ; but this

was soon afterwards followed by the Foudroyant's, when the

British sailors returned the compliment, and soon after

wards the fall of the French ship's mainmast added to their

exultations. The action continued with unabated vigour

till 12h. 30m. a.m., by which time the Foudroyant's fire

had nearly ceased. The Swiftsure at that time arriving up,

Captain Stanhope hailed the French ship to know if she had

struck ; and having been answered by a volley of mus-

* Captain Gardiner was flag-captain to Admiral Byng in the action

off Minorca, in which, it will be remembered, the Foudroyant bore

the French admiral's flag ; and it is related that this gallant officer

had been heard to say, that if ever he fell in with the Foudroyant, in

whatever ship he might be, he would attack her at all hazards, though

he should perish by it.
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ketry and a few guns, the Swiftsure commenced firing,

but before she had fired two broadsides, the French 84-gun

ship surrendered. M. du Quesne, who commanded the

Foudroyant, presented his sword to Lieutenant Carket, thus

awarding the honour of the capture to the Monmouth.

The loss of the British 64 in this, decidedly the most gal

lant and meritorious action of the war, amounted to the

captain and 27 men killed, and 79 wounded, while that of

the Foudroyant amounted to no less than 190 in killed and

wounded. The force of this ship consisted of long 42-

pounders on the lower deck and 24's on the maindeck ;

that of the Monmouth was only 24-pounders on her lower

deck and 12-pounders on the maindeck, so that the com

parative broadside weight of metal would stand thus :

Monmouth, 5401bs. Foudroyant, l,1361bs.

The disparity here shewn is rather more than two to one,

but it is still within the mark ; and when the difference in

tonnage and in number of men is taken into consideration,

the encomium we have awarded to the affair will scarcely

be found undeserved. The gallantry of Captain Gardiner

in bringing such a ship to action—a ship capable of sink

ing the Monmouth in half an hour—merits the highest

praise. This officer was the unfortunate Admiral Byng's

captain, but on the court-martial stated that the admiral

himself took command of the Ramillies and directed every

movement ; had it been otherwise, we have a right to sup

pose that the man who could thus, single-handed, bring to

action so formidable an enemy, would not have suffered an

eager ship's company to fire their guns at the air.

The Foudroyant was for many years the finest ship in the

British navy. She exceeded the largest British first-rate

in length by 12 feet, and measured 1,977 tons. All her

guns abaft the mainmast were brass. The Monmouth, in

the action, expended eighty barrels of powder (near four

tons), 1,546 round shot, 540 grape, and 156 double-headed

shot. Admiral Osborn was so much pleased with the cap

ture of the Foudroyant, that he most deservedly promoted

Lieutenant Carket to the command of that ship.

On the 18th of April the Prince George, 90, Captain

Joseph Peyton, bearing the flag of Rear-Admiral Broderick,
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on her voyage out to Gibraltar, was accidentally burnt ;

when, melancholy to relate, out of 745 people on board her,

only 260 were saved.

The command of a large fleet in the Channel had been

vested for some time in Admiral Sir Edward Hawke, who

in the latter part of the preceding year conducted some

unsuccessful descents on the French coast. On the 3rd of

March in this year he sailed from Spithead, with a squadron

of seven sail of the line and three frigates, destined for the

attack of a French squadron at the Isle of Aix, which was

fitting there for the purpose of convoying a large fleet of

transports to the French American colonies. The British

squadron arrived off the Isle of Rhe on the 3rd of April,

and by the next evening discovered the enemy's squadron

off the Isle of Aix, consisting of one ship of 74 guns, and

four 64-gun ships, besides six or seven frigates, and forty

transports, having on board 3,000 troops. Sir Edward

Hawke immediately made the signal for a general chase,

and stood in shore after the enemy ; but at five the enemy's

ships were observed to have cut, and slipped their

cables, and to be running on shore. Not having sufficient

depth of water for the squadron to follow them, and night

coming on, the signal was made to anchor in the roads ;

and on the morning of the 5th, the French ships were dis

covered aground, and almost dry, about four miles distant,

many of the ships of war, and most of the merchant ships,

on their broadsides. Several attempts were made by Sir

Edward Hawke to destroy the shipping, but except landing

a party of marines on the island, who destroyed some new

works erected there, he does not appear to have met with

any great success, beyond the injury done to the enemy in

driving their ships on shore, by which the expedition was

delayed and the conquest of Cape Breton facilitated.

Twelve sail of transports, under the convoy of the Gala-

thee, of 22 guns, and a letter of marque, of 20 guns, were,

on the 7th of April, fallen in with, bound to Quebec, by the

Essex, 64, Captain John Campbell, and Pluto, fire-ship,

Captain James Hume, on their way to join Sir Edward

Hawke's squadron. The Galathee, one transport, and letter

of marque, were taken ; the latter by the Pluto, after a gal
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lant action, in which Captain Hume was killed. Two other

vessels of this convoy were also taken by the Antelope and

Speedy.

On the 28th of April an indecisive action was fought off

Negapatam, in the East Indies, between the British and

French squadrons, commanded by Admiral Pocock and the

Comte d'Ache. The British squadron consisted of two ships

of 64 guns, two of 60, one of 56, two of 50 guns, and the

Queenborough frigate ; and the loss on board the different

ships amounted to 29 killed and 89 wounded. The French

squadron consisted of one ship of 74 guns, one of 60 guns,

one of 58, two of 50, two of 44, and one frigate ; and their

loss is reported to have been 162 killed and 360 wounded.

The escape of the French squadron having been attributed

to the bad conduct of some of Admiral Pocock's captains,

three of them—Captains George Legge, Nicholas Vincent,

and William Brereton—were brought to a court-martial,

when the former was cashiered, and the two latter dis

missed from the command of their ships.

A more successful expedition than that of the preced

ing year was sent against St. Maloes, under the Duke of

Marlborough and Commodore Howe, which sailed on the

1 st of June ; but the attacks having been principally mili

tary, and under the conduct of the army, we must pass over

the details of the operations. The fruits of the first attack

were, that at Solidore, one 32-gun frigate, four ships of 20

guns, one of 12 guns, two of 16 guns, and 12 merchant

ships and sloops, ready for sea, and one 30-gun ship

building, were totally destroyed ; and at St. Servand, a ship

of 50 guns, on the stocks, one of 36 guns, one of 22, one

of 18 guns, and 62 merchant ships and small craft, were

also destroyed ; together with large storehouses and stacks

of timber. The damage done on this occasion was esti

mated at £800,000. The land forces reimbarked at Cancale

Bay on the 10th of June, and a descent was intended to have

been made near Granville, but it was afterwards laid aside, as

was also a projected landing at Cherbourg.

The fleet returned to Spithead, and having been refitted

and reinforced by the Montague, 60, then amounted to 25

sail of ships of war, principally frigates and small vessels,
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and near 100 sail of transports, sailed again on the 1st of

August, expressly to attack Cherbourg, and on the 6th

arrived off that port. The French meanwhile had strength

ened their works by throwing up batteries, in anticipation

of an attack. Early in the morning of the 7th the fleet

moved to Marais Bay, about two leagues to the westward,

where the frigates and smaller vessels were anchored close

in shore, to cover the landing of the troops. These vessels

opened so warm a cannonade on the enemy's entrench

ments, that the troops quitted them, and fled for shelter to

an adjoining wood, from whence they were also dislodged

by the bomb-vessels, which threw pound balls from the

mortars. The British troops, therefore, in four divisions of

boats, conducted by Captains Duff, Rowley, Maplesdon,

and Paston, effected a landing in the afternoon with very

little opposition or loss. The piers at the entrance of the

harbour were destroyed, all the batteries and magazines

were demolished, and upwards of 200 pieces of ordnance

brought away or destroyed ; after having effected which,

the army re-embarked, having suffered no greater loss than

20 killed and 30 wounded.

A third attempt was made at St. Cas, in which the fail

ure was lamentable, but the loss of the British forces would

have been still greater than it was, had it not been for the

able superintendence of their re-embarkation by Commo

dore Howe, and the captains under him, four of whom—

Rowley, Maplesdon, Paston, and Elphinstone—were made

prisoners.

On the 29th of May the British 70-gun ship Dorset

shire, Captain Peter Denis, being in company with the

Intrepid and Achilles, Captains Edward Pratten and Bar-

rington, was ordered by Captain Pratten to chase a strange

sail in the south-west quarter. The Achilles was soon after

wards ordered to join in the pursuit, as the chase was observed

to be of force. At 7h. p.m., the Dorsetshire, having closed

with the chase, commenced the action, and continued it,

till, on the arrival of the Achilles, the enemy surren

dered. The prize proved to be the Raisonnable, French

64-gun ship, commanded by the Prince de Mombason,

Chevalier de Rohun. Out of a crew of 630 men, with
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which she commenced the action, the Raisonnable had

61 men killed and 100 wounded, before she surrendered.

The Dorsetshire had 15 men killed and 20 wounded. The

Raisonnable was added to the navy under the same name,

but which, by some singularjumble, was written Raisonable.

On the 25th of May a French privateer appeared in St.

Helen's road, fired three guns and sent a boat on shore ;

but no person answering their signals, the privateer's boat

returned on board again. She then stood towards Spit-

head, where, by way of finesse, she hoisted English colours

and saluted the admiral ; she then stood off again, and

fired five guns, which it is supposed were intended as a

signal to some spy on shore. This conduct creating a sus

picion that she was an enemy, the admiral made the signal

for a frigate to slip and go in chase, on observing which the

privateer crowded all sail to get away ; which she in all

probability would have effected, but that the 20-gun ship

Lowestoffe, Captain Robert Haldane, coming into St. He

len's from the eastward, intercepted, and took her. The

privateer made no resistance, having thrown her guns over

board to expedite her escape.

On the 21st of May, intelligence having reached Leith

roads, where the British 24-gun ship Dolphin and 20-gun

ship Solebay, Captains Benjamin Marlow and Robert

Craig, were lying at anchor, that the French privateer,

Mareschal de Belleisle, of 44 guns, was cruizing off the

Frith of the Forth, those ships immediately departed in

search of her, and on the 27th got sight of her off the

Redhead. All sail was made in chase, and at 8h. a.m. the

Dolphin, having closed with the privateer, commenced the

action, which she continued for an hour and a half before

the Solebay joined, when that ship also took part in the

action. The engagement lasted till noon, by which time

the privateer, having cut to pieces the rigging of both her

antagonists, made sail away. Neither of the British ships

were in a condition to chase. The Dolphin lost in the

action only one man killed and 1 5 wounded ; and the

Solebay, five killed and 13 wounded ; among the latter

was Captain Craig, who received so bad a wound in the

throat, that he was ever afterwards precluded by it from
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active service. The privateer was commanded by M.

Thurot, celebrated for his great politeness and humanity

to his prisoners. According to the statement of a master

of a merchant ship, who was a prisoner on board, the priva

teer had as many as 80 of her crew killed and wounded in

this action.

On the 2nd of October, the British 2S-gun ship Lizard,

Captain Broderick Hartwell, being on a cruize off Brest,

fell in with two French corvettes, the Heroine and Duke

of Hanover, both of which engaged her for more than an

hour ; when the Heroine—the largest of the two—made all

sail for the rocks near the opening of the passage of Fon-

tenoy, and escaped. Captain Hartwell then directed his

attention to the Duke of Hanover, which latter struck about

half an hour afterwards : she mounted 14 guns.

In the month of October, the British 32-gun frigate

Southampton, commanded as before by Captain Gilchrist,

captured, after an obstinate engagement of three hours'

duration, the Dunkirk privateer Caumartin, a new vessel

of 280 tons, mounting 16 long six-pounders, with a crew

of 147 men. The Southampton also captured another

privateer belonging to Bayonne, of 20 guns and 210 men,

which struck without firing a shot.

On the 2nd of November, the British 50-gun ship

Antelope, Captain Thomas Saumarez, captured off Lundy

Island the French 64-gun ship Belliqueux, from Quebec,

having on board a great deal of merchandize, and, it is

believed, invalid soldiers. The Rhinoceros French 36-

gun ship, also from Quebec, was captured about the same

time, in a very leaky state, by the Isis, 50, Captain Edward

Wheeler.

1759.—On the 21st of February, the British 32-gun

frigate Vestal, Captain Samuel Hood, belonging to the

squadron of Rear-Admiral Holmes, on the voyage out to

North America, being some distance a-head of the admiral,

descried a strange sail, of which he made a signal, and being

permitted, made all sail in chase. Rear-Admiral Holmes

fearing the Vestal might be overpowered, ordered the 28-

gun ship Trent, Captain John Lindsay, to chase also. At

2h. pm., Captain Hood having closed with the enemy, com
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menced the action, and a running fight ensued of four

hours' duration, when the enemy hauled down her colours.

The prize proved to be the French 3 2-gun frigate, Bellona,

commanded by the Comte de Beauhonnoir, and out of a

crew of 220, she had 40 men killed and a great number

wounded. The Vestal, owing to the attempt of the French

frigate to disable her masts, had only five men killed and

22 wounded ; but her sails and rigging were cut to pieces,

and her topmasts fell over the side shortly after the con

clusion of the action. The Trent was four miles astern

when the action ceased. The Bellona was added to the

British navy under the name of Repulse.

On the 12th of March, the British 32-gun frigate

Thames, and 28-gun frigate Coventry, Captains Stephen

Colby and Carr Scrope, lying to in a gale of wind, off

Scilly, discovered at lOh. a.m. two large sail on the lee

bow, and immediately made sail in chase of them. The

larger of the two ships, which was the French 74-gun ship

Palmier, shortened sail to allow her companion, a 28-gun

frigate, to close, and then edged off the wind, followed by

the Thames. The Thames, about noon, having got near

enough to the Palmier, commenced firing her chase guns,

upon which the 74 hauled close to the wind, to bring her

broadside to bear on the Thames, and the latter also hauled

up and gallantly exchanged broadsides with the enemy.

The sea was running so high, that the Palmier could not

open her lower deck ports ; she, however, pointed her

upper deck guns with such precision, that the Thames was

obliged to tack and discontinue the action, having five feet

water in the hold, and her magazine floor under water.

The Palmier tacked in chase, but at night bore up and con

tinued her course for the French coast. The French

frigate does not appear to have taken any active part in the

action. The Thames and Coventry followed the French

ships all night, firing signal guns in hope of drawing the

attention of any of the British cruizers, and also during

the next day. On the afternoon of the 13th, Captain

Colby observing that the Palmier had struck her fore-

topmast and fore-yard, made sail as soon as it was

dark to close with her, and having got under her stern,
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the two British frigates raked her with much execution,

and continued to fire upon her till midnight. Captain

Colby persevered in keeping sight of the French ships till

they entered Brest Harbour. The Thames sustained no loss

in killed, and the Coventry only one man killed and four

wounded.

On the 15th of March, as the British 50-gun ship Isis,

and 32-gun frigate iEolus, Captains Edward Wheeler and

John Elliott, were cruizing off the Isle of Dieu, they got

sight of a fleet of coasting vessels, under convoy of four

frigates. Three of the frigates hauled up to meet the two

British ships, when the Isis stood for the leewardmost, to

prevent any of the rest from getting in shore, if possible.

But the frigate the Isis steered for—the Savage, of 32

guns—bore up, and made all sail away without engaging.

A second frigate, the Blonde, 32, speedily closed with the

^Eolus, and an action of short duration took place between

the two frigates ; when the British ship having had all her

braces and bow-lines shot away, her sails were thrown all

aback, which the Blonde, taking advantage of, made all

sail away. The ^Eolus lost no time in reeving new run

ning gear, and soon brought the third ship to action, which

she compelled to surrender, having lost 30 men killed.

The prize was the Mignonne, French ship of war, of 20

guns and 143 men. The Blonde effected her escape with

some difficulty.

On the 27th of March, the British 60-gun ship

Windsor, Captain Samuel Faulkner, while cruizing off

the Rock of Lisbon, discovered four large sail to leeward,

which she immediately stood towards. As the Windsor

bore down, the strangers, three of which were line-of-

battle ships, formed a line a-head, and awaited her ap

proach. Undaunted by this formidable array, Captain

Faulkner gallantly closed with the enemy, and brought the

rear ship to action. The three headmost ships then made

all sail away from their companion, which after a short en

gagement, in which she had 28 men killed and 18 wounded,

surrendered. The prize, which was very valuable, proved

to be the Due de Chartres, French 60-gun ship, armed en

flute, and her consorts were a 74 and a 54-gun ship, with
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out their lower deck guns. The fourth was a 26-gun

ship, mounting 18 guns. The Windsor had one man

killed and six wounded. The conduct of Captain Faulk

ner, in running down to engage a squadron to all appear

ance trebly superior, cannot be too highly lauded ; and its

successful issue was such as he could scarcely have anti

cipated.

We have next to record another, and the last exploit, of

that enterprising officer, Captain James Gilchrist, of the

Southampton. On the 28th of March, the Southampton,

32, and Melampe, 36-gun frigate, Captain William Ho-

tham, being on a cruize in the North Sea, chased two large

ships. The Melampe outsailing the Southampton, was the

first to get into action, and for three-quarters of an hour

maintained the action single-handed with the two strangers,

which proved to be two large class French frigates. The

Melampe being much damaged in her sails, dropped

astern ; but the Southampton passing her, engaged the

sternmost frigate, when the other made all sail away.

After a very warm contest, the French 40-gun frigate

Danae, finding the Melampe to be again approaching to

renew the action, surrendered. Out of a crew of 330 men,

the Danae lost her first and second captains, and 30 men

killed and a great many wounded. The Melampe suffered

a loss of eight men killed and 20 wounded ; and the

Southampton one man killed and eight wounded. Among

the latter, was her gallant captain, who received so bad a

wound in the shoulder, from a pound shot, that he was

disabled from further service ; and in consideration of his

services, a pension of 300/. was settled upon him for life.

The Danae was purchased into the navy, and under the

same name, as a 3S-gun frigate, continued for a long time

a most desirable ship.

On the 4th of April, the British 60-gun ship Achilles,

Captain the Honourable Samuel Barrington, cruizing to

the westward of Cape Finisterre, captured, after an action

of two hours, the Comte de Florentine privateer, of 60

guns and 483 men, commanded by the Sieur de Montay.

The Florentine was totally dismasted, and had the captain

and 116 men killed and wounded ; and the Achilles, two men
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killed and 22 wounded. The prize was of great value,

and, being a fine ship, was added to the British navy, as a

60-gun ship, by the name of Florentine.

On the 18th of May, a British squadron, consisting of the

Chatham, Venus, and Thames, Captains John Lockhart,

Thomas Harrison, and Stephen Colby, being in Audierne

Bay, gave chase to a strange sail. After a two hours' chase,

in a strong breeze, the chase carried away her top-masts,

and the Thames, having in consequence closed with her,

commenced the action. The enemy made a good defence,

and did not surrender until the arrival of the Venus, when

she hauled down her colours. The prize proved to be the

French 32-gun frigate Arethuse, commanded by the Mar

quis de Vaudreuil, and, being a fine new ship, she was

added to the British navy under the same name, of which

she for a long time was a great ornament.

The fleet in the Mediterranean, watching M. de la Clue

in Toulon, consisted of the following :—

Gun Ships.

f rAdm. Hon. Edw. Boscawen (blue),

ICaptain Matthew Buckle,

fVice Adm. Thos. Broderick(blue),

"\Captain Joseph Peyton,

William Holburne,

90
J

I

Prince

80

74

70

64

GO

50

Newark

/Warspite

iCulloden

("Conqueror ...

iSwiftsure

fEdgar

ISt. Albans ...

r Intrepid

j America

"1 PrincessLouisa

(.Jersey

r Guernsey

IPortland

John Bentley,

Smith Callis,

Robert Harland,

Thomas Stanhope,

F. W. Drake,

Edward Vernon,

Edward Pratten,

James Kirk,

William Lloyd,

John Barker,

Lieut. M.Kearney,* acting

Jervis Maplesdon.

Frigates—Ambuscade, Rainbow, Shannon, Active, The-

* Captain Milbank absent on an embassy to the Emperor of Mo

rocco.
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tis, Lyme, Gibraltar, Glasgow, Sheerness, Tartar's Prize ;

Favourite and Gramont, sloops ; YEtna and Salamander,

fire-ships.

On the 7th June, perceiving two French frigates endea

vouring to enter Toulon, the fleet stood in shore and cut

them off, and the frigates bore up for a bay,* and took re

fuge under some very powerful batteries. Determined to

destroy the frigates if possible, the Culloden, Conqueror,

and Jersey, under the command of Captain Callis, were

the next day ordered in shore to attack them. The ships

had scarcely entered the bay when they were completely

becalmed, and, drifting under the batteries, they became

exposed for a time to a very heavy fire, without the power

of making any adequate return. Having, however, per

severed, the ships, after some time, were towed by their

boats into the stations assigned to them, and commenced

firing on the batteries, the frigates having hauled so close

in shore that it was impossible to get near them with the

line-of-battle ships. After a cannonading of two hours'

duration, Admiral Boscawen, observing the crippled state

of the Culloden (which ship had lost her main-yard and

mizen-topmast), and that the frigates were beyond the

reach of the British ships, made the signal of recall, and

ordered the boats of the fleet to proceed in shore to tow

the Culloden off. In this affair the Culloden sustained a

loss of 16 men killed and 26 wounded, the Conqueror

two killed and four wounded, and the Jersey eight killed

and 15 wounded. All these ships were very much cut up

in sails and rigging.

The fleet, being much in want of a refit, sailed on the

24th July for Gibraltar, leaving the 24-gun ship Lyme,

Captain James Baker, to cruize off Malaga ; and the

Gibraltar, Captain William McCleverty, off Ceuta, to give

notice of the approach of the French fleet should it come

out of Toulon.

The Gibraltar, on the 1 7th August, discovered the enemy

close over on the Barbary shore, and immediately hastened

* Most probably Hieres Bay, which is sheltered by the islands of

the same name.
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to communicate their force to Admiral Boscawen. The

French fleet under M. de la Clue, when discovered by Cap

tain McCleverty, was composed of the following :*—

Gun Ship.

80

74

Ocean (flag),

Redoutable,

Souveraine,

Guerriere,

Centaur,

Tem£raire,

Gun Ship.

r Modeste,

J Fantasque,f

I Lion.t

I Triton,f

fFier.t

LOriflamme.

64

50

Frigates—Chimere,f Minerve.f Gracieuse.f

When the intelligence reached the British fleet the ships

were in a very unprepared state ; but with great exertion

they put to sea at 10h. at night, and at 7h. a.m. on the

18th got sight of seven sail of the French fleet to the west

ward. The British ships were, at that time, much sepa

rated, and the only ships near the admiral were the War-

spite, Culloden, Swiftsure, Intrepid, America, Portland,

and Guernsey ; Vice-Admiral Broderick, with the remainder

of the fleet, being many leagues astern. The French

admiral, who had parted company in the night from eight

ships of his fleet, deeming the British ships to be the miss

ing ships, stood towards them and made private signals ;

but, finding them unanswered, made all sail away. At 9h.

a.m. Admiral Boscawen made the signal for a general

chase, and at this time the sternmost British ships, having

a fine easterly breeze, were fast closing with the admiral.

The French meanwhile were lying almost becalmed, and

the British fleet, still holding the breeze, were, at about

lh. 30m. p.m., fired at by the sternmost French ships.

The enemy getting the breeze, the British chasing ships

gained very little on them, and it was not until 2h. 30m.,

that the Culloden, the leading ship, was near enough to

fire with effect upon the Centaur, the French rear ship.

The Culloden was soon supported by the America, Port

land, Guernsey, and Warspite ; but just as these latter

ships commenced firing the wind died away, and they were

* The ships marked (+) parted company from the admiral on the

night of the 17th.

vol. I. O
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unable to close the enemy. At 4h. Admiral Boscawen,

in the Namur, having shot a-head of the other ships of the

fleet, brought to action the Ocean, bearing the French admi

ral's flag, and a well-directed cannonading took place, which

lasted half an hour : when the Namur, having had her

mizen-mast and fore and main-topsail yards shot away,

dropped astern out of the action. The French admiral, with

all his ships except the Centaur, which was too much dis

abled, now crowded all sail to get away, closely pursued

by the British. The Centaur, after a most determined and

highly honourable resistance, having had her topmasts shot

away and her captain and 200 men killed, surrendered.

Admiral Boscawen, having shifted his flag to the Newark,

continued the chase all night, but was unable again to close

with the enemy.

At daylight on the 19th August only four sail of the

enemy were to be seen, two of the French ships (the Sou-

veraine and Guerriere) having escaped during the night by

altering their course. When the above four ships were seen,

they were completely embayed, and the British pursuing

ships were not more than three miles astern, and only five

leagues from Lagos on the coast of Portugal.

At 9h. a.m. the French admiral's ship Ocean was ob

served to take the ground in the midst of the breakers ;

but the remaining three ships, less daring, anchored as

close in shore as they possibly could. The Ocean's masts

were all observed to go very shortly after she struck, and

the America having, by the admiral's orders, anchored very

close to her and fired a few shots at her, the French colours

were hauled down. She was then boarded by a boat from

the America, and her captain, Comte de Carne, and her

remaining officers and crew (many having quitted the ship

with M. de la Clue), being brought away, the ship, as it was

considered impossible to get her off, was set on fire and to

tally destroyed. The Warspite anchored near the Terrible,

and, after a short action, compelled her to surrender. The

Modeste was captured by Vice-Admiral Broderick's squa

dron ; but the Redoutable having, on the approach of the

British, followed the Ocean's example, that ship was also

set on fire and destroyed.
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The loss to the French in this action was very severe on

board the captured ships ; among the number was the

French admiral, whose gallant and persevering conduct

merited every praise that could be or was bestowed upon

his memory. Having been severely wounded in the leg, he

was taken on shore, and died of his wounds at Lagos.

The loss to the British ships was as follows :—Namur, Mr.

Caswell, midshipman, and 13 men killed, and Lieut. Pas-

call and 43 wounded; Culloden, four killed and 15

wounded ; Warspite, 1 1 killed and 40 wounded ; Newark,

five wounded ; Swiftsure, five killed and 32 wounded ;

Conqueror, two killed and six wounded ; Intrepid, six

killed and 10 wounded; St. Albans, six killed and two

wounded ; America, three killed and 1 6 wounded ; Guern

sey, 14 wounded ; and the Portland, six killed and 12

wounded. Total, 56 killed and 196 wounded.

Admiral Boscawen received, in reward for this action, the

appointment of General of Marines, with a salary of £2,000

a-year, and Captains Bentley and Stanhope were knighted.

The three prizes, Centaur, Terrible, and Modeste, were

added to the British navy under the same names.

The next action of this year occurred in the East Indies,

off the island of Ceylon. The British squadron, under the

command of Vice-Admiral George Pocock, consisted of the

under-mentioned :—

Gun Ship.

66 Yarmouth fVice-Admiral George Pocock (Red),

iCaptain John Harrison,

rRear-Admiral Charles Stevens (Red),

(.Captain Richard Kempenfelt,

Richard Tiddiman,

William Brereton,

Hon. James Colville,

Sir W. Baird,

John Stukely Somerset,

2Q r Newcastle „ Colin Michie,

° I Salisbury .. . „ Digby Dent,

68 Grafton

64 Elizabeth

C Tiger

60 \ Sunderland

i-Weymouth

58 Cumberland

'Newcastle

. Salisbury . . .

Line-of-battle force, 536 guns.

24 Queenborough „ Robert Kirk.

o 2
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After a chase of six days, during which Admiral Pocock

was unable to bring the French squadron to close action,

a change of wind on the morning of the 10th of September,

which placed his squadron to windward of the enemy, af

forded him an opportunity of engaging. The French squa

dron, commanded by the Comte d'Ache, in the Zodiaque,

consisted of the following :—

Gun Ship. \Gun Ship.

94 Illustre, r Actif,

Line of- battle- force, 760 guns.

Frigates—Sylphide, 36 ; and Diligente, 24 guns.

At 6h. a.m. the French squadron, in a line a-head on the

starboard tack, bore from the British south-east, distant

eight miles, the wind being about north-west, and Admi

ral Pocock bore up with his fleet in line abreast under easy

sail, steering directly for the enemy. At 10h. the French

squadron wore and came to the wind upon the larboard

tack, and by this time the British fleet having arrived within

point-blank range of the enemy, also hauled to the wind on

the larboard tack, by which means the opportunity was lost

of bringing on a decided action, and the French ships were

enabled to use their heavier metal to the greatest advan

tage. As a natural consequence of the ridiculous forma

lities of that period, the action was most indecisive. The

Grafton, with great gallantry, commenced the action, by

firing on the French admiral's ship ; but after giving her

a few broadsides, relinquished that ship to Admiral Pocock,

and making sail a-head, attacked the Vengeur, until that

ship, to avoid the fire of the Grafton, bore up out of the

line. The Grafton then pushed on to the support of the

Tiger and Newcastle, which ships were opposed to the St.

r Zodiaque (flag),

74 Minotaur

I Comte de Provence,

70 Centaur,*

r Acur,

64 1 Vengeur,

I Fortune,

|" Duc d'Orleans,
 

* It is somewhat singular that the French navy should at the same

time have had two ships of this name.
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Louis and Duc d'Orleans, and having compelled the St.

Louis to quit the line, the British rear-admiral continued

to follow up his plan, and, until the conclusion of the action,

was warmly engaged with the Orleans and Minotaur.

Admiral Pocock continued to engage the Zodiaque, while

the largest ship of the French line, the Illustrious, was

opposed to the Salisbury, 50, and, as might be expected,

the latter was soon disabled. The Sunderland and Wey

mouth having, after some delay, got into action, also at

tacked the French 94. Such was the uncertain nature of

this action, that the details only serve to create confusion ;

and it is sufficient to say, that after a desultory combat of

six hours' duration, the French squadron bore up, and

quitted the scene of action, leaving the British in too dis

abled and shattered a state to follow.

The Tiger had her mizenmast and fore-topmast shot

away, and the Yarmouth a fore-topsail yard ; but the

sails and rigging of all the ships had been very much da

maged. The loss in killed and wounded on board the Bri

tish ships was severe, and affords a tolerable proof of the

weight of the French ships' broadsides ; it was as follows :

—Yarmouth, killed and wounded 39, including the master

killed ; Grafton, 83 ; Elizabeth, 77, including the boatswain,

killed; Tiger, 168, including among the killed Lieutenant

Elliot, and Captain Brereton * (slightly), and the gunner

(mortally) wounded ; Sunderland, two ; Cumberland, 52,

including Captain Somerset, wounded ; Newcastle lost Cap

tain Michie, Lieutenant Redshaw, and Captain Gore, of the

marines, killed, and 112 men killed and wounded ; and the

Salisbury 36 killed and wounded ; total, 569. The number

of those killed, and who died of their wounds, was 184;

122 dangerously, and 263 slightly wounded. The French

loss is estimated at 1,500 killed and wounded; and had the

action been fought at closer quarters, there would in all pro

bability have remained to Admiral Pocock, at the end of

the action, one or two trophies of a victory, which, as it

was, the French admiral equally claimed. The object of the

* This is the same officer, who, as mentioned at p. 184, was dis

missed his ship by court-martial : his conduct on this latter occasion

speaks volumes for him.
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Gun

100

90

74

90<!

74

Royal George

Union

...{

f

"1

French admiral was not to engage the British squadron, but

to relieve Pondicherry, which he was enabled to do.

The British fleet blockading Brest, under Sir Edward

Hawke, in the month of November, consisted of the

Admiral Sir Edward Hawke

(blue),

Captain John Campbell,

Vice-Admiral Sir Charles

Hardy (blue),

Captain Thomas Evans,

Commodore James Young,

Captain Thomas Graves,

Matthew Buckle,

Sir John Bentley,

William Fortescue,

Hon. A. Keppel,

Lord Viscount Howe,

Henry Speke,

Hon. G. Edgecumbe,

Sir Thos. Stanhope,

Peter Denis,

James Gambier,

Saltern Wm. Willet,

Hon. Washtn. Shirley,

John Storr,

Lucius O'Brien,

Thomas Shirley,

James Maplesdon,

Joshua Rowley,

Robert Digby,

Patrick Baird,

70^

64[

604

Mars

Duke

Namur

Warspite

Hercules

Torbay

Magnanime

Resolution

Hero

Swiftsure

Dorsetshire

Burford

Chichester

Temple

Revenge

Essex

Kingston

Intrepid

Montagu

Dunkirk

Defiance

Frigates*—Rochester, Portland, Falkland, Chatham, Mi

nerva, Venus, Vengeance, Coventry, Maidstone, Sapphire.

The above fleet having been driven by stress of weather

into Torbay, sailed from thence to resume its station off

Brest, on the 14th of November, and on the same day the

following fleet, under Admiral M. de Conflans, also put

to sea :—

* Including, for the first time, four ships of 50 guns.
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80

74.

Gun Ship.

Soleil Royal,

Tonnant,

Formidable,

Orient,

Intrepide,

Glorieux,

Thesee,

Heros,

Magnifique,

70 " Juste,

Gun Ship.

70

64.

Superbe,

L Dauphin Royal,

f Dragon,

Northumberland,

Sphynx,

Solitaire,

Brilliant,

Eveille,

Bizarre,

Inflexible.

Frigates—Hebe, Vestale, Aigrette, Calypso, and Prince

Noir.

Sir Edward Hawke rightly conjecturing that the destina

tion of the French fleet would be Quiberon Bay, to attack

Commodore Duff's squadron, immediately on being made

acquainted of its escape from Brest, departed thither with

his fleet, under all sail. Having to contend against a

strong south-east wind, it was the 20th before the British

ships arrived off Belleisle.

At 8h. 30m. a.m. on this day, Belleisle bearing about

east by north, the Maidstone, one of the look-out frigates,

made the signal for a fleet. The weather was at this time

hazy, and blowing a fresh gale from the north-west. Sir

Edward Hawke then made the signal for the line abreast,

in order to get his ships together. At 9h. 45m. the Mag-

nanime, which ship had been ordered in shore to make the

land, and ascertain the precise position of the fleet with re

ference to it, made the signal for an enemy. Soon after

wards the weather clearing up, the French fleet was dis

covered making every effort, by crowding sail, to get away,

and Sir Edward ordered the seven line-of-battle ships

nearest him to proceed in chase. The pursuit soon became

general, both fleets under all the sail the fresh gale then

blowing rendered it possible for the ships to carry.

At 2h. 30m. p.m. the Warspite and Dorsetshire, Captain

Denis, having arrived up with the French rear, gallantly

commenced the action, and the Magnanime (Lord Howe),

Revenge, Torbay, Montagu, Resolution, Swiftsure, and

Defiance, having also got up with the enemy, the action
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became very animated. The Formidable, Rear-Admiral

Verger, sustained the fire of the Resolution, and of a great

many other ships, for some time ; but at length having had

200 of her crew killed, she struck at 4h. p.m., and was

taken possession of by a boat from the Resolution.

The Magnanime soon became closely engaged with the

French Thesee ; but the latter being disabled, dropped

astern, and was engaged by the Torbay, while Lord Howe

pushed on in search of a fresh opponent, which he found

in the Heros.

Captain de Kersaint, of the Thesee, imagining from a

slight lull of the wind that he could fight his lower-deck

guns, unfortunately tried the experiment, and commenced

firing them at the Torbay. Captain Keppel followed the

French captain's example, and narrowly escaped the same

fate. A heavy squall of wind coming on, the Thesee filled

and sunk ; and out of her crew of 800 men, only 20 were

saved by the British boats. The Torbay shipped a great

deal of water, but by the exertions of her crew in shutting

the ports, the ship was preserved. The Superbe also over

set and sank from the same cause. At 5h. the Heros

having been closely engaged by the Magnanime, surren

dered, and came to an anchor ; but the sea ran so high,

that it was considered dangerous to send a boat to take

possession of her.

The night, dark and tempestuous, coming on, and Sir

Edward Hawke having no pilots for the French coast, con

sidered it prudent to discontinue the chase, and ordered the

fleet to anchor ; which the Royal George accordingly did,

in 15 fathoms, the island of Dumet bearing about east,

distant three miles. Had the fleet been favoured with

one hour more daylight, Sir Edward Hawke would, in all

probability, have added materially to his trophies ; but it

was imperative on him, under the circumstances, to an

chor. Unfortunately, the admiral's signal to anchor was

not perfectly understood ; and in consequence many of his

ships stood out to sea, and one ship—the Resolution—got

on shore, and was totally wrecked, with the loss of a great

many of her crew.

At daybreak, on the 21st, the Heros was discovered
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aground, and the dismasted Soleil Royal at anchor; the

latter also cut and ran ashore, on being perceived by the

British. Sir Edward Hawke ordered the Essex to stand

towards her, but unfortunately that ship also got ashore

on the Forn Bank, and was wrecked : her crew, however,

was saved. The two French ships were, during the day,

set on fire. Seven or eight other French ships were ob

served at anchor, near the river Vilaine, but although seve

ral projects were set on foot to destroy them, it was found

to be impracticable ; and after taking their guns out, they

crossed the bar of the river, and warped into a place of

security. The British loss, on this occasion, is given in

the same vague terms of which we have already complained

in Sir Edward Hawke's and Lord Anson's actions ; it

amounted to Lieutenant Price, of the Magnanime, and 50

seamen and marines killed ; and Captain Baird, of the De

fiance (with the loss of a finger), and 250 wounded. The

greatest part, if not the whole of this loss, must have been

borne by the leading British ships, whose names have been

principally mentioned.

1760.—The events of the last year were such as to

leave little to be done in this, the principal action of it being

the defeat of Commodore Thurot by a squadron under

Captain John Elliot. The squadron of M. Thurot escaped

from Dunkirk on the 17th of October, 1759, and at that

time his squadron was composed of five frigates, on board

of which were embarked, in addition to the complements

of 726 sailors, 1,300 troops. The object in view in fitting

out this expedition was a descent upon the north coast of

Ireland. After a variety of adventures, among the most

important of which was the taking of Carrickfergus, the

French squadron, reduced to three frigates, was on its re

turn to France ; but information of the presence of an

enemy at Carrickfergus having been conveyed to Captain

Elliot, at Kinsale, that officer intercepted the French com

modore on the 28th of February.

The British squadron consisted of the 32-gun frigate

^Eolus, Captain John Elliot, and 36-gun frigates Pallas

and Brilliant, Captains Michael Clements and James

Loggie. The French squadron at this time with M.
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Thurot were, the Marshal Belleisle, 44-gun ship, carrying

545 men (including troops) ; the 32-gun frigate Blonde,

400 men ; and the 26-gun frigate Terpsichore, 300 men.

The two squadrons got sight of each other at 4h. a.m. on

the 28th, and the chase commenced. At 9h. a.m. the

iEolus, having arrived up alongside the Marshal Belleisle,

commenced the action, and being well supported by her

companions, the action in a short time became general, and

at lOh. 30m. the French ships all surrendered. The

Marshal Belleisle was defended with the utmost bravery by

her gallant commander ; nor were her colours struck until

the ship was reduced to a sinking state, and her decks were

covered with killed and wounded, amongst whom was M.

Thurot, who was killed. This ship also had her bowsprit,

mizenmast, and main-yard shot away, affording sufficient

proof of the skill of her antagonists.

The conduct of Captains Clements and Loggie was most

praiseworthy, and this service was performed with no

greater loss to the British ships than five killed and 31

wounded, as follows :—^olus, four killed and 15 wounded;

Pallas, one killed and five wounded ; and Brilliant, 1 1

wounded. The French loss was estimated at 300 killed

and wounded. The Blonde and Terpsichore were added

to the British navy, under the same names. We look

in vain for any honour bestowed on Captain Elliot, whose

distinguished services so amply merited a mark of his sove

reign's favour ; and much reason as may have existed in

later times for complaining of the distribution of rewards,

still the neglect of good services at the period of which

we are now treating afforded infinitely more cause for

discontent.

Information of the miserable protection provided for the

convoy of the outward-bound Lisbon trade—it consisting

only of the Jamaica sloop—having reached the French go

vernment, two large frigates were dispatched to intercept

it. These were the 36-gun frigate Malicieuse and 32-

gun frigate Opale, and they would, no doubt, have

effected their object, but for the gallantry of Captains

Archibald Kennedy and Launcelot Skynner, commanding

the Flamborough, 24, and Bideford, 20-gun ships. On
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the afternoon of the 4th of April, the British ships dis

covered the two French frigates, and notwithstanding the

evidently superior force of the enemy, instantly gave chase

to them. At about 7h. p.m., the enemy then at no great

distance, and perceiving the paucity of the force of the

pursuing ships, bore up to close them, and commenced the

action. At 7h. 30m. Captain Skynner, of the Bideford,

was killed, but Lieutenant Knollis bravely supplied his

place, until that officer also fell mortally wounded. The

master, Mr. Thomas Stacey, then took the command, and

continued to fight the ship with the most determined obsti

nacy. At 9h. p.m. the enemy made sail a-head, upon

which the crews of the two British ships repaired their

damaged rigging, and again made sail after the French

frigates. The action was accordingly renewed at about

10h., and continued till past 11h., when the frigates made

all sail away, and escaped. The two British ships were in

no condition to follow the enemy, and in a shattered state

reached Lisbon, where the convoy was found to have ar

rived, having narrowly escaped capture; the guns fired

during the above action having been distinctly heard on

board the merchant-ships. The loss in this most gallant

little achievement was as follows :—Flamborough, Lieute

nant Thomas Price, of the marines, and four men killed,

and 10 wounded; Bideford, Captain Launcelot Skynner

and eight men killed, and Lieutenant Knollis (mortally),

and 24 men wounded.

When the comparative force of these combatants, which

we annex,* is taken into consideration, the valour and skill

of the British captains will appear in a much better light

than in the vast majority of captures.

* Flamborough.

22 long 9-pounders,

2 ,, 3-pounders.

Weight of broadside, 102 lbs.

BlDEFORD.

20 long 9-pounders.

Weight of broadside, 90 lbs.

Malicieuse.

28 long 12-pounders,

10 ,, 6-pounders.

Weight of broadside, 199 lbs.

Opale.

26 long 12-pounders,

6 ,, 6-pounders.

Weight of broadside, 187 lbs.

SUMMARY.
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In the month of September, Captain Lucius O'Brien,

of the British 70-gun ship Temple, having under his or

ders the Griffin, 28, Captain Thomas Taylor, being on a

cruize in the West Indies, received information that seven

sail of vessels, including three large privateers, were at

anchor at Grenada, laden with provisions, &c, for Marti

nique, and determined to cut them out. Accordingly, the

two ships came to anchor under the batteries, which they

quickly silenced ; when the boats, under the command of

Lieutenant Vincent, put off from the ships, boarded and

brought out the vessels. Among the captures was the Vir

gin sloop, which had been taken in the previous April.

The Temple had two men killed, and Lieutenant Vincent

(with the loss of a leg) and 19 men wounded.

Rear-Admiral Holmes, who commanded on the Jamaica

station, having received intelligence that five French fri

gates with other vessels were at Cape Francois, getting

ready to sail for France, dispatched thither the 50-gun

ship Hampshire, Captain Charles Norbury, with the 28-

gun frigate Boreas, Captain Samuel Uvedale, and 20-gun

ship Lively, Captain the Hon. Frederick Maitland, to cruize

off that port, and endeavour to intercept them. On the

17th October, being off Cape Nicholas, the British ships

discovered the expected squadron, and immediately crowded

all sail in chase ; but owing to the variableness of the wind

little progress was made until towards night.

The Boreas, having outsailed the other two ships, at

midnight arrived up with and engaged the French 32-gun

frigate Sirenne, bearing Commodore McCartie's broad pen

dant ; but after a short action, the French ship, having

disabled the Boreas in sails and rigging, made all sail a-head,

SUMMARY.

English. French,

Broadside /No. 22 34

guns. \Weight 192 386

Men 320 650*

Tons 970 1,500*

* These statements, which are suppositious, cannot be far from

the truth.
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and got out of gun-shot. Having repaired her damages,

the Boreas, on the 18th at 2h. p.m., again succeeded in

getting alongside of the Sirenne, and after two hours' close

action, compelled her to surrender, with the loss of 80 out

of her crew of 280, killed and wounded. The Boreas had

one man killed and one wounded.

The remaining four ships, having taken a different course,

were pursued by the Hampshire and Lively, and on the

18th at daylight the enemy's ships were six miles a-head

of the latter, endeavouring to get into Port aux Paix. By

dint of sweeping, the wind being light, Captain Maitland,

in the Lively, succeeded at a little before eight in bringing

the sternmost ship to action, and, after near two hours'

hard fighting, compelled her to surrender, with the loss of

a lieutenant and 37 men killed, and her captain (Talbot),

master, boatswain, and 22 men wounded. The Hamp

shire pursued the remaining three frigates, and, as the

breeze freshened, neared them so fast, that at 3h. 30m. p.m.

she got between the two headmost ships, and opened her

fire on the Due de Choiseuil ; but the latter, having the

advantage of the wind, escaped into Port au Paix, leaving

her companion, the Prince Edward, to be engaged by the

Hampshire. The Prince Edward, unable to combat with

her powerful adversary, ran aground about two miles from

Port aux Paix, and set the ship on fire so effectually, that

she shortly afterwards blew up. On the 19th, the Hamp

shire, having in company the Lively and her prize, stood

into Freshwater Bay, in order to attack the Fleur-de-Lys,

the fifth ship of the enemy, which had taken refuge there.

The French ship, however, did not wait the arrival of the

British ships, but the crew took to the boats, having

previously set the ship on fire. Thus were four out of the

five ships accounted for. During this year the boats of the

Trent, Captain John Lindsey, and Boreas, under the com

mand of Lieutenants Millar and Stuart, cut out of Cum

berland harbour the French 10-gun privateer Vainqueur,

and Mackau, of six guns, after a very desperate fight, in

which the Boreas's boats lost one man killed and five

wounded, besides having her barge sunk by the enemy's

fire, and the Trent three men killed, one wounded, and
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one missing. The Ramillies, Captain Witteronge Taylor,

was unfortunately wrecked on 15th February, under Bolt

Head, in endeavouring to make Plymouth ; out of her crew

of 750 men, only a midshipman and 26 were saved.

1761.—The events of this year furnish a large number

of single ship actions, but nothing upon a very extensive

scale. The first action of the year was fought by Captain

John Lindsey, in command of the 28-gun frigate Trent.

On the 4th January, the Trent, bearing off Cape Tiburoon,

fell in with the Bien Aime, French merchant frigate,

mounted with 20 guns, and having a crew of 85 men.

The Bien Aime, which was of great value, continued the

action for one hour, and had 20 of her crew killed and

wounded before she struck. The Trent had one man killed

and five wounded.

On the 8th January, 1761, the British 32-gun frigate

Unicorn, Captain Joseph Hunt, cruizing off the French

coast at 8h. a.m., discovered and chased the French 32-gun

frigate Vestale. The action began at 10h. 30m. a.m., and

Captain Hunt* was unfortunately mortally wounded by

the third broadside of the enemy, and carried below. The

command of the Unicorn then devolved upon Lieutenant

John Symons, who continued the action with great spirit

till thirty minutes past twelve, at which time the Vestale

surrendered. The Vestale's captain, M. Boisbertelot, also

had his leg shot away, and died the next moriring ; and

a great number of the French crew, which originally

amounted to 220 men, were killed and wounded. The

* A well-authenticated circumstance related by Charnock, in refe

rence to the death of this gentleman, does too much honour to his

memory to be passed over in silence. Almost immediately after

Captain Hunt was carried down to the cockpit with his right thigh

dreadfully shattered, and while the surgeon and his assistants were

busily employed in attending to his case, one of the sailors less dan

gerously wounded than himself was brought down also, when Captain

Hunt magnanimously insisted upon the surgeon's at once attending to

the wounded man, saying at the same time that his own case was too

desperate to be benefited by surgical skill. Like Wolfe, he retained his

senses just long enough to be made acquainted with the surrender of

the enemy, when he expressed his satisfaction, and, fainting, breathed

his last.
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Unicorn had five men killed, exclusive of her gallant cap

tain, and ten wounded. The Vestale was added to the Bri

tish navy, under the name of Flora, a Vestal being already

in the service. Lieutenant Symons was deservedly pro

moted to be a master and commander.

The Unicorn, on the 10th, gave chase to the French fri

gate Aigrette,* but the latter escaped in consequence of

the damaged state of the Unicorn's sails and rigging. The

Aigrette, when discovered and chased by the Unicorn, was

engaging the Seahorse, Captain James Smith, which ship,

having only 20 guns mounted, was appointed to convey some

astronomers to Bencoolen, who were at the time on board.

The Seahorse was most gallantly defended, although so

inferior in point of force, and had 1 1 men killed, and 38

wounded, when the Unicorn so opportunely hove in sight.

Captain Smith being obliged to return to England to refit

his ship, was promoted to the command of the Guernsey

50-gun ship.

On the 23rd January, the British 32-gun frigate Rich

mond, under the command of Captain John Elphinstone,

cruizing off the coast of Flanders, having received intelli

gence of a French frigate that had the day previously

ransomed an English merchant ship, went in search of,

and at 7h. p.m. on the same day obtained a sight of her.

The stranger, which was the French 32-gun frigate Felicite\

at first stood towards the Richmond ; but on discovering

her character endeavoured to get away. The two ships

continued throughout the night under all sail, neither gain

ing much on the other ; but at lOh. 30m. a.m. the Rich

mond succeeded in getting alongside the chase, and com

menced the action, both ships standing in for the land near

the Hague. At a little past noon the two ships ran aground

close alongside each other, still continuing the action with

unabated vigour, and appearing to hundreds of spectators

on shore to be scarcely conscious of the fact of their being

aground. The Richmond, drawing less water than the

Felicite, was floated off by the rising tide, and drifted

* This frigate is by Charnock, vol. vi. page 340, named the Grande.



208 [1761.BATTLES OF

some short distance from her enemy before her anchor,

which was let go, brought her up, when the firing recom

menced. The French crew were shortly afterwards ob

served to be quitting the ship, upon which she was boarded

and made a prize of. The Felicite had her captain, M.

Donnel, and nearly 100 of her crew killed and wounded ;

but the Richmond in this well-contested action had only

three killed and 13 wounded. The Felicite was bound

to the West Indies, and had on board a cargo of the

value of £30,000 ; but the ship being too fast aground, it

was considered necessary to destroy her, and she was ac

cordingly burnt.

On the 23rd January, being off Cape Pinas, the British

32-gun frigate Minerva, Captain Alexander Hood, at day

light discovered a large two-decked ship steering to the

westward, with a fresh easterly breeze. Notwithstanding

the apparent superiority of the enemy, Captain Hood deter

mined to attack her, and at 10h. 20m., having got along

side of her to leeward, began the action. At 11h., the

stranger's fore and main-topmasts being shot away, she

fell foul of the Minerva's starboard-bow, and then dropped

alongside. The heavy sea, however, quickly parted the

combatants, and just at the same time the British ship lost

her bowsprit, which was quickly followed by the foremast.

Notwithstanding these untoward circumstances, Captain

Hood determined to renew the action, and, having secured

the mainmast, the Minerva was put before the wind after

the enemy, who by that time was some three leagues to

leeward. At 4h. p.m., having again got within gun-shot,

the action recommenced, and continued three-quarters of

an hour, when the French ship surrendered. The hardly-

won prize proved to be the 60-gun ship (late British) War

wick, armed en flute, having only 34 guns mounted. She

was commanded by M. de Bellair, and had on board 295

men, including 74 soldiers, of which number 14 were

killed and 32 wounded. The Minerva had 14 men killed

and 34 wounded. At 9h. p.m. the Minerva's mizen-mast

fell over the side, and her main-mast shortly afterwards

followed, leaving her a complete wreck. Captain Hood
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fortunately succeeded in reaching a friendly port with his

prize. The valour displayed on this occasion needs no

comment.

On the 30th of January, the British 36-gun frigate

Venus, Captain Thomas Harrison, and 32-gun frigate

Juno, Captain Philips Towry, being on a cruize off Scilly,

discovered and chased the French 36-gun frigate Brune.

The Venus, having taken the lead, and arrived up with

the enemy, commenced a running action, which lasted two

hours, when the Juno having also closed with the Brune,

she struck her colours. The Venus had four men killed,

and Captain Harrison, the first lieutenant, master, and 15

wounded. The Juno had two men wounded. The Brune

sustained a loss of 19 killed and 39 wounded. The prize

was added to the British navy, under the same name.

On the 31st of January, the British 28-gun frigates

Solebay and Amazon, Captains John Dalrymple and Basil

Keith, chased and drove ashore, under the walls of Calais,

the French 18-gun privateer Chevert. The privateer,

having hauled down her colours, was afterwards got off by

the exertions of the crews of the British ships, and added

to the navy under the name of Pomona.

On the 9th of March, the British 60-gun ship Rippon,

Captain Edward Jekyl, being off Cadiz, gave chase to the

French 64-gun ship Achille, and a frigate. At 6h. p.m. the

latter bore up for the Rippon, under English colours ; but on

discovering the character of the British ship, crowded all sail

to get away. The chase of the two ships lasted all the night

and next day; and at 9h. 30m. p.m., on the 10th, the

Rippon brought the Achille to close action ; but the fri

gate having altered her course, got away. The wind being

very strong, and a heavy sea running (both ships before the

wind, and going ten knots), the Rippon could with great

difficulty fight her lower deck guns, and the men on the

lower deck were constantly up to their knees in water.

The fire was slackening on board the Achille, when unfor

tunately one of the Rippon's lower-deck guns burst, kill

ing eight, and wounding eight men, and extinguishing all

the lights. It was then found necessary to close all the

ports, except of the four aftermost guns. Having shot

VOL. I. P
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away the Achille's fore-topmast and fore-yard, the Rip-

pon passed a-head of her, and hauling her wind across

the French ship's bows, raked her as she passed. The

Achille then passed under the Rippon's stern ; but the con

fusion was so great on board, that the opportunity of

raking the British ship was lost. One gun only was fired,

the shot from which cut away the Rippon's main-topsail

sheet. The Rippon then endeavoured to put before the

wind again, after the enemy ; but having had her jib and

staysail halyards shot away, as well as the head braces,

this was found impracticable, until the running gear was

replaced. In the meantime, a hard squall with heavy rain

came on, which adding to the pitchy darkness of the night,

the enemy was lost sight of ; and when the Rippon again

got her head in the supposed direction of the Achille, all

sail was made ; but at daybreak she was nowhere to be

seen. The Achille reached the Groyne, and her captain

published an account of the action, in which he took the

credit of beating off an English 74-gun ship.

On the 13th of March, the British 26-gun frigate Ven

geance (20 long-nines, and six four-pounders), Captain

Gamaliel Nightingale, discovered and chased a large ship,

and at 5h. p.m. got alongside and engaged her for three-

quarters of an hour ; in which period the Vengeance was

five times set on fire by the enemy's wads, and her sails

so much cut, that becoming quite unmanageable, the

enemy shot a-head. Having repaired her damages, the

Vengeance brought the enemy to action a second time, and

another fight of an hour's duration took place, when the

enemy sheered off and made sail away. Owing to the

damages she had received, it was some time before the

British ship could wear and follow her enemy ; but having

at length effected it, she brought the French ship to action

for the third time, and after an hour and a half more fight

ing, compelled her to strike. The prize proved to be the

French 44-gun ship Entreprenant, armed en flute, and

having only 22 long twelve-pounders and four long six-

pounders mounted. Her crew, when she commenced the

action, consisted of 203 men, of which number she had five

killed and 24 wounded. The crew of the Vengeance
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amounted to 200, of which she lost six men killed and 27

wounded—several mortally, and the rest severely. The

events of this action confer much credit upon the cap

tain and crew of the Vengeance, for the persevering valour

and skill displayed by them, in capturing a ship so much

superior in force, and possessing great advantages for

defence.

On the 1st of April, the British 50-gun ship Isis, Cap

tain Edward Wheeler, belonging to the Mediterranean

squadron, being on a cruize off Cape Tres Forcas, dis

covered a large ship, to which she immediately gave chase.

At 6h. p.m., having got alongside the enemy, she com

menced the action, and a running fight was kept up till

lOh. 30m. At the beginning of the encounter, Captain

Wheeler, a midshipman, and a quarter-master, were killed

by one shot, and the command of the ship devolved on

Lieutenant Cunningham. The stranger, at a little before

eleven, evincing a disposition to get in under the Spanish

shore, Lieutenant Cunningham, in order to prevent the

manoeuvre, determined to run the enemy on board. This

was accordingly done, and finding she had now no chance

of escape, the stranger surrendered. The prize, which

was valuably laden, proved to be the French 50-gun ship

Oreflame, but had only fourteen 18-pounders and twenty-

six 12-pounders, mounted: between 40 and 50 of her crew

were killed or wounded. The Isis's loss, independent of

her captain, was slight, amounting to no more than three

killed and nine wounded.

On the 3rd of April, the French East India ship Bertin,

pierced for 64 guns, but having only 28 mounted, laden

with ordnance and naval stores, was captured by the Bri

tish 74-gun ship Hero, Captain M. Fortescue ; and Venus

frigate, Captain Thomas Harrison. The prize proved of

great value, and had on board 24,000 dollars. Being a

fine ship, she was purchased into the British navy, and

named the Belleisle.

On the 5th of June, the St. Ann, French 64-gun ship,

was captured in Donna Maria Bay, Port au Prince, by the

West India squadron, under Rear-Admiral Holmes, in the

Cambridge. The chasing ships, which compelled the St.

p 2
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Ann to surrender, were the Hampshire and Centaur. The

prize was added to the British navy, under the same

name.

On the 14th of July, a British squadron, consisting of

the Thunderer, 74, Captain Charles Proby ; 64-gun ship

Modeste, Honourable Robert Boyle ; 32-gun frigate The

tis, Captain John Moutray ; and Favourite, 18, Captain

Philemon Pownall, were cruizing off Cadiz, in order to

intercept the French 64-gun ship Achille (the Rippon's

late opponent), and 32-gun ship Buffon, expected to sail

from that port. Having discovered that the French ships

had escaped out of port, the squadron departed in search

of them, and on the 16th succeeded in getting sight of

the enemy.

At lh. a.m., on the 17th, the Thunderer arrived up with

the Achille, and commenced a very animated cannonade, in

the midst of which one of the Thunderer's quarter-deck

guns burst, and blew up great part of the poop, killing and

wounding a great many men, and setting the ship on fire.

By great exertions the fire was extinguished, and the chase

continued ; when getting close alongside the Achille, the

Thunderer ran foul of her, and Lieutenant Charles Leslie, at

the head of 150 men, gallantly boarded her. After an

ineffectual resistance, the Achille surrendered. In this

spirited encounter the Thunderer sustained much loss ;

she had 17 men killed, and Captain Proby (slightly), her

second and third lieutenants, and 110 men, wounded, 17

mortally. The Achille's loss is not recorded, but there can

be little doubt of its having been severe.

The Thetis overtook the Buffon at 7h. a.m., and engaged

till the Modeste also got up, when the French ship struck.

The Thetis had none killed or wounded. The Favourite,

a few days afterwards, captured a Spanish privateer, of 1 2

guns and 85 men.

On the 13th of August, the British 74-gun ship Bellona,

Captain Robert Faulkner, and 36-gun frigate Brilliant,

Captain James Loggie, being off Vigo, discovered, towards

evening, three large ships, evidently of force, to which they

gave chase. The strangers, which were the French 74-

gun ship Courageux, and 36-gun frigates Hermione and



1761.] THE BRITISH NAVY.

Malicieuse, believing the British ships to be both of the

line, made sail away ; they were, however, kept sight of

during the night, and on the following morning, perceiving

the real force of their pursuers, or rather taking the Bel-

lona for a 50-gun ship, the French commodore made the

signal for the two frigates to run down and attack the

frigate, while he in the Courageux hauled down his stud

ding sails, and stood towards the Bellona. The two frigates

having closed with the Brilliant, commenced the action,

and the gallant Captain Loggie determined, if possible, to

find so much for his adversaries to do, that the Bellona

should be able to bend all her energies against the Cou

rageux. So vigorously were the guns of the Brilliant

plied, that the frigates received so much injury in their

sails and rigging, as to be obliged to sheer off to repair

their damages. The Brilliant had her master and five men

killed and 1 6 wounded.

In the meanwhile the Bellona and Courageux, having got

within musket-shot of each other, commenced a most fu

rious action ; and as the water was very smooth and a light

air of wind blowing, the contest became one of gunnery

only. Scarcely a shot was wasted, and in nine minutes

after the commencement of the engagement, the Bellona's

mizen-mast was shot away and her standing and running

rigging cut to pieces. Captain Faulkner fearing, from his

ship's disabled state, that the Courageux might make her

escape, gave orders for boarding, and the Bellona, having

wore round by means of her studding sails, fell on board

the Courageux, her larboard beam taking the starboard

quarter of the enemy. In this position the British ship's

larboard guns were fired with such celerity into the stem

and quarter of the enemy, that in twenty minutes she

hauled down her colours. While preparations were making

for taking possession the firing re-commenced from the

French ship's lower deck. The British crew, somewhat ex

asperated at this treacherous proceeding, poured two more

broadsides into the Courageux, when her men called for

quarter. The two frigates made all sail and escaped. The

action lasted from 6h. 25m. till 7h. 4m. p.m., when the

French ship finally surrendered, during which interval the
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Courageux, out of a crew of 700 men, had 200 men killed

and 110 men wounded. Among the wounded was her

captain, M. Dugue Lambert, mortally.* The loss of the

Bellona amounted to no more than six killed and 25

wounded.

This action may be well selected in order to prove the

efficiency of the British seamen in the art of gunnery at

this period ; the carnage occasioned in half an hour is equal

to that of any subsequent encounter of the British arms.

The Courageux proved a valuable prize, having on board

ransomers to the amount of £8,500. She was conveyed

to Lisbon and refitted, and was afterwards added to the

British navy under the same name. While at Lisbon, the

French crew were in great distress ; but, with the prover

bial liberality of British sailors, a subscription was set on

foot on board the Bellona and Brilliant as well as on shore,

which enabled the poor fellows to reach France. The first

lieutenant of the Bellona, Mr. Thomas Male, was pro

moted.

In the month of August, Lieutenant John Macbride,

commanding the hired armed cutter Grace, stationed off

Dunkirk, observing that two prames, lately at anchor in

the roads, had gone into the harbour, and that only four

flat-bottomed boats and a dogger privateer remained, pro

posed to Captain Digges, of the Maidstone, if he would

allow him four of the ship's boats, to go in and cut out the

privateer. Being entrusted with the expedition, Lieute

nant Macbride departed at 10h. p.m., and with muffled oars

approached the privateer. As the boats neared, the priva

teer hailed, but the boats pushed on, and in a few minutes

carried her with no other injury than two men wounded.

This well-conducted enterprize was effected close under a

fort, on the east side of the harbour.

Captain Francis Burslem, in the 28-gun frigate Coven

try, having been dispatched by Commodore Keppel to re-

* Captain Lambert, or l'Ambert, died at Lisbon, on the 25th, and

-was buried on shore with the honours which his bravery deserved,

being attended to the grave by the British as well as the remainder of

his own officers.
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connoitre the French coast, chased and drove ashore the

French 14-gun sloop of war Leverette in a small sandy

bay, near the entrance to Port l'Orient. The Coventry,

having anchored as close as she could to the French vessel,

compelled her to surrender, the crew abandoning her. The

prize was got off, having sustained very little damage.

That which adds a degree of interest to this little affair was

the generosity of the captors, who gave up the entire pro

ceeds of their prize to the widow of Lieutenant Cook, who

was drowned a short time previously in Quiberon Bay.

Notwithstanding the frequent triumphs of the British

cruizers we have recorded, only one small vessel of war, the

Speedwell cutter, captured in Vigo Bay, was lost to the

navy in this year; but the British trade had suffered

severely from the French privateers, and one valuable East

India ship, the Ajax, commanded by Captain Lindsay, who

was killed, was taken by the French 64-gun ship Prothee.

1762.—This year commences with the declaration of

war against Spain by Great Britain. On the 4th of Ja

nuary war was formally announced, and on the 18th a

counter declaration was issued by the King of Spain. This

was occasioned by a treaty of alliance previously concluded

between the courts of Madrid and Versailles.

On the 31st of January the British 38-gun frigate Danae,

Acting Captain William Hay (Captain Henry Martin being

on shore), having thirteen sail of merchant ships under

convoy, bound to Gibraltar, fell in with the Tigre French

privateer,* of 26 guns. The French ship hove to for the

convoy, and, having taken up a position alongside the

Danae, commenced an action with the yard-arms of the

two ships touching. The contest lasted without intermis

sion near three hours, by which time the two ships were both

in an unmanageable state. The Tigre' s bowsprit, fore-yard,

and fore and main-topmasts were shot away ; and a few

more broadsides must have dismasted her entirely. The

Danae's lower masts and all her spars had suffered so much,

* The Tigre belonged to the French navy, but was lent to mer

chants to be used as a privateer, a tolerable proof of the poverty to

which this war had reduced the French government, who, unable to

maintain their navy, lent ships to private individuals.
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that it was impossible for her to make any sail after her

enemy ; which the latter perceiving, put before the wind

and escaped. The Danae lost in this engagement no less

than 18 men killed, seven mortally, and 35 severely

wounded. The Tigre's loss is not recorded. The Danae

carried her convoy in safety to Gibraltar.

The Tigre also beat off the Deal Castle, 20-gun ship, Cap

tain George Tindal ; but was ultimately captured by Captain

Read, in command of the King George privateer, after

two hours' action. On this latter occasion three of the

Tigre's guns burst, and killed a great many men ; and her

loss is stated to have been 80 men killed and wounded.

The loss of the King George was three killed, eight mor

tally, and four slightly wounded.

On the 6th February, the British 18-gun sloop Ferret,

Captain Peter Clarke, while cruizing off Porto Rico, cap

tured a small Spanish trading vessel; the master of which, on

the condition that his own vessel should be restored to him,

promised to give Captain Clarke information of a much more

valuable vessel, mounting 24 guns. The terms being agreed

to, the Ferret was conducted by the Spanish master to the

entrance of a small bay in the island of Zaccheo, in which

the ship was observed lying at anchor. The entrance to

the anchorage of the Spanish ship was most intricate and

dangerous ; and Captain Clarke was under the necessity

of delaying his attack until the 10th, while the boats

sounded in all directions in search of the channel. Having

at length found a passage with 15 feet water, Captain

Clarke determined to attempt it. The enemy had ample

time to make their preparations for defence, but probably

from their secure anchorage did not see danger. As the

Ferret neared the enemy she became exposed to a very

galling fire, to which she could make no return. The Fer

ret had hardly got within point-blank range when she took

the ground ; but having at length brought her broadside to

bear upon the enemy, she opened her fire, and an action com

menced, which lasted two hours, when the enemy hauled

down her colours, and all the men took to the boats and

quitted her. It is supposed that the enemy's loss was con

siderable, as much blood was upon the decks ; but all the



1762.] 217THE BRITISH NAVY.

killed and wounded were carried off. The prize, which was

very valuable, was bound from the Caraccas to Cadiz. The

loss on board the Ferret, if any, is not stated. Rear-Ad

miral Rodney was so much pleased with the gallantry dis

played by Captain Clarke, his officers, and crew, that he

went on board the Ferret to return them his thanks ; and

Captain Clarke was soon afterwards promoted into the

Malampe.

On the 7th of March, at 10h. a.m., the British 28-gun

frigate Milford, Captain Robert Man, in lat. 34° 15' N.,

long. 25° 7' W., observed and gave chase to a strange sail,

and after a twelve hours' chase brought her to action. At

the early part of the engagement, Captain Man had his

right thigh shot away, of which he died next morning, and

the command devolved on Lieutenant Day, who fought the

ship with great spirit till 11h. 30m. p.m., when he also was

mortally wounded by a musket-ball through the head.

The second lieutenant, Mr. Nash, then took the command,

and continued the action till 2h. 30m. of the following

morning, at which time the Milford's adversary hauled

down her colours. The vessel which had given so much

trouble to the British frigate to capture was La Gloire,

French letter of marque, pierced for 20 guns, but having

only 16 (six-pounders) mounted, with 10 swivels. Out of

a crew of 94 men, the Gloire had six men killed and

1 8 wounded ; and the Milford, exclusive of her cap

tain and first lieutenant, had two men killed and 13

wounded.

On the 14th of March, the British 24-gun ship Fowey,

Captain Joseph Mead, being off Cape Tiberoon, on her

way from Martinico to Jamaica, fell in with the Spanish

12-pounder 26-gun frigate Ventura, which, at 6h. 30m.

p.m., he closed with and attacked. The Spanish ship being

greatly superior in weight of metal and number of men,

she having on board a crew of 300 men, while the Fowey's

crew, owing to the absence of a lieutenant and 24 men,

did not consist of more than 1 30, was found to be a very

formidable opponent, and after an action of one hour and

a half, the Fowey had sustained so much damage to her

sails and rigging, that she was obliged to haul off to re
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pair. The next morning Captain Mead determined on re

newing the fight, and shortly after daylight again brought

the Ventura to close action. At 8h. 30m. the Spanish ship,

having had 40 men killed, and a great number wounded,

and being almost dismasted, hauled down her colours.

The difficulty now was, to take possession of the prize, for

neither ship had a boat that would swim, nor, if they had

had, was there scarcely a tackle left to hoist them out with ;

but one of the Fowey's boats being at length patched

up with a tarpaulin, was with difficulty got alongside the

Ventura, and returned with some of the Spanish officers.

The Fowey, in this very gallant and well-contested action

with an enemy every way superior, had ten men killed and

24 wounded. The Ventura was of great value, having

on board money with which to pay the troops at the Havan-

nah.

On the 3rd of April, the British 28-gun frigate Hussar,

Captain Robert Carket, having discovered four large French

privateers at anchor, under the guns of Fort Tiberoon,

stood in shore to attack them, and succeeded in obliging

the crews to abandon their vessels and take to the boats.

One of the privateers, mounting 16 guns, was burnt, and

one of 14 guns sunk; but the other two, of 16 and 12

guns, were brought out. In this gallant attack the Hussar

had only one man killed and 1 2 wounded ; but the

loss of the enemy is stated to have been 17 killed and 35

wounded. The Hussar was shortly afterwards wrecked off

Hispaniola.

On the 21st of May, the British 28-gun frigate Active,

Captain Herbert Sawyer, and 18-gun sloop Favourite, Phile

mon Pownal, cruizing off Cadiz, in the hope of intercepting

a rich ship expected from Lima, discovered and gave chase

to the Spanish register ship Hermione. Having arrived up

with her, Captain Sawyer hailed the frigate, and informing

them of the war, requested the Spanish captain to strike.

This the captain, being unprovided for a defence, after a

short time, submitted to, and possession was taken of the

most valuable prize which had been taken throughout the

war. The net proceeds of the Hermione's cargo amounted

to £519,705 Is. 6d., which was thus divided :—
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£. s. d.

To the admiral and commodore 64,963 3 9

active's share.

To the captain 65,053 13 9

3 Commis. officers, at £13,004 14 1 ea. 39,014 2 3

8 Warrant do 4,336 3 2 34,689 5 4

20 Petty do 1,806 1 8 36,130 17 8

158 Seamen, &c 485 5 4f 76,132 13 0

favourite's share.

Captain 64,872 13 9

2 Commis. officers, at £12,974 10 9 ea. 25,949 1 6

7 Warrant do 4,324 16 11 30,273 2 5

16 Petty do 1,802 0 4 28,132 6 3

110 Seamen, &c 484 2 5 53,253 14 4

The treasure from the Hermione was landed at Ports

mouth, and conveyed to London in twenty waggons, deco

rated with British colours over Spanish, and under escort

of a party of sailors. They made a grand procession, and

entered London on the 12th of August, the day on which

his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales (his late Majesty

King George IV.) was born, and materially contributed to

increase the joy incident on that occasion.

On the 3rd of November, the British six-pounder 26-

gun frigate Terpsichore, Captain the Honourable John

Ruthven, cruizing off the French coast, gave chase to a

French ship, which at 9h. 15m. p.m. she got alongside of

and engaged. After an action of only fifteen minutes' dura

tion, the stranger hauled down her colours, and was taken

possession of. The prize was the French letter of marque

Marquis de Marigny, mounting 20 long nine-pounders,

with a crew of 148 men, of which she had nine killed and

18 wounded. The loss on board the Terpsichore was the

boatswain and four men killed, and Captain Ruthven and

15 men wounded.

Having a large available force in the West Indies on

the declaration of the war, the British ministry took advan

tage of the circumstance in order to attack the Spanish
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possessions in that quarter, and the Havannah was selected

to commence with. The army which proceeded on this

service amounted to very little less than 16,000 men, 4,000

of whom sailed from England with the Earl of Albermarle

in the flag of Admiral Sir George Pocock, on the 5th of

March, and eventually reached the Havannah, and effected

a landing on the 7th of July. The fleet employed at the

reduction of the Havannah consisted of 22 sail of the line,

four ships of 50 guns, 10 frigates, 14 vessels of from 24 to

14 guns, and 3 mortar vessels. So formidable a force the

Spaniards could not long resist : success followed on suc

cess, and on the 1 2th of August the Havannah and its de

pendencies fell into the hands of the besiegers. In the

harbour, 12 sail of the line were found, nine of which

reached England, the remaining three having been sunk at

the entrance to the harbour by the Spaniards. The prize-

money actually paid to the captors amounted to £736,185.

The British arms were also victorious in the East.

Manilla and the port of Cavite were attacked by the Bri

tish sea and land forces, under the orders of Vice-Admiral

Samuel Cornish and Brigadier- General Draper. The naval

force consisted of seven sail of the line, one 50-gun ship, a

28-gun frigate, and two 20-gun ships, carrying together

4,330 men ; but the army, composed partly of Caffres,

Topasses, and Lascars, numbered only 2,330. Manilla and

the Philippine Islands were surrendered on the 6th of

October, together with a large quantity of ordnance and

naval stores and treasure. Manilla was saved from plunder

upon the promise of a ransom of one million sterling,

which terms, however, were afterwards negatived by the

King of Spain, peace having occurred in the interim of

their negotiation and demand for the settlement.

The preliminaries for a peace with France and Spain

were signed at Fontainbleau on the 3rd of November.

Having now brought this celebrated war to its conclu

sion, it remains only to sum up, in as few words as possi

ble, the results ; and the following table will exhibit the

loss of the French, Spanish, and British navies re

spectively :—
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HOW DISPOSED OF.

I"captured

French <j jg t j fby the British

L " \by accident

Total loss.

c . , fcaptured
SPamsh (destroyed

Total loss.

British

|"captured

^destrd

Total loss

fby enemy .

' \hy accident

SHIPS OF GUNS.

90 84

1..

i!..

80 74

11

70

19 24

10 14

113

18

50

No nation ever paid more dearly for ten months' war

than did Spain. She lost during this short period the

Havannah, with a great part of the island of Cuba, and a

large squadron of ships of war ; the Philippine Islands,

with a great many merchant-vessels ; the Manilla galleon,

and the Hermione. This nation had, on the conclusion of

the war, neither fleets, cruizers, nor privateers, sufficient to

give any great annoyance to the British commerce ; and

almost any terms might at that time have been extorted

from her. France, also, was reduced to a very low ebb ;

without a fleet which could question British supremacy,

she was compelled to trust only for her offensive operations

to frigates and privateers. These, for a time, inflicted

much injury upon British traders, but at the end of the

war the coasts were nearly freed from their depredations ;

and the merchants who fitted them out were pretty well

tired of such unprofitable speculations.

Notwithstanding that England at this time possessed a



222 [1762.BATTLES OF

most powerful fleet,* and comparatively undiminished re

sources, she was contented to accept terms suited more to a

nation overwhelmed by difficulties, and anxious for peace

upon any conditions. Our gains, and what was relinquished,

are thus summed up by Beatson :—" By this famous treaty of

peace, we gained in America the whole province of Canada,

with the islands of St. John and Cape Breton, and all that

part of Louisiana which lies on the east of the River Missis

sippi (the town of New Orleans excepted), and the free navi

gation of the river Mississippi. The French were permitted to

fish on the banks of Newfoundland, under certain limitations.

The islands St. Pierre and Miguelon were ceded to them

for curing their fish and conducting their fishery ; but they

were not to erect any fortifications there, or to keep a gar

rison stronger than 50 men. Spain to relinquish her claim

to fish on the banks of Newfoundland. Great Britain to

• SHIPS OF GUNS.

Fri-

Royal Navy at the
conclusion of the t 66 44 24

<

100 90 84 80 74 70 60 50

O
Seven Years' War. to to 32 to H

04 40 36 to 20 S.
o

28
o
m

In commission. . . . 2 9 2 4 24 9 21 24 18 12 7 47 26 81 286

3 6 •• 2 13 6,12 10 6 9 10 8 8 93

5 15 2 6 37 15 33 34 24 21
r

57 34 89 379

The number of seamen voted by parliament in each year, for 1760,

61, and 62, was 70,000 ; but notwithstanding so great a number, it

will be obvious that it was insufficient wholly to man the fleet above

stated to have been in commission. The full complements of men for

the above would have been about 85,000.

+ All 80-gun ships were at this time three-deckers, but no more

were built after 1759 ; the building of 70 and 60-gun ships was also

discontinued at about the same time. The first English 80-gun ship

on two decks was the Caesar, launched in 1793.
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be permitted to cut logwood and build houses in the Bay

of Honduras, but not to erect fortifications, and to demo

lish those already erected. Spain to restore any places

she may have conquered in Portugal, and to cede to Great

Britain the province of Florida, in consideration of which,

Great Britain was to restore the Havannah and its depen

dencies to Spain. Martinico, Guadaloupe, Marigalante, to

be restored to France, together with the neutral island of

St. Lucia. Great Britain to retain the Grenades and Gre

nadines, with the neutral islands of Dominica, St. Vincent,

and Tobago. In Europe, the island of Minorca to be re

stored to Great Britain, and of Belleisle to France. The

fortifications of Dunkirk to be demolished. In Africa,

Great Britain to retain Senegal, and restore Goree to

France. In Asia, all our conquests made from France to

be restored, but with the restriction that she was not to

erect fortifications in the province of Bengal."
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CHAPTER XII.

1763—1783.

The preliminary treaty of peace before stated to have

been signed at Fontainbleau, in the month of November,

1762, was confirmed in February, 1763, and from this time

till the disturbances in the British colonies of North

America, which in the year 1775 burst out into open

rebellion, and terminated eventually in those colonies

throwing off their allegiance to Great Britain, and establish

ing themselves into separate independent states, England

enjoyed the blessings of peace. The first American war

furnishes very few materials for this work, inasmuch as the

operations partook principally of a military character. In

a few instances of consequence only, which we shall parti

cularize (although always indirectly aiding and assisting

the military), was the navy brought into immediate contact

with the rebels ; and the first of these occurred in the

year 1776.

1776.—Early in the year, a British squadron, under the

command of Commodore Sir Peter Parker, was dispatched

from England, having under convoy a fleet of transports,

containing troops, and destined to attack South Carolina.

On the 4th of June, the British squadron, with the fleet of

transports, arrived off the bar of the Charleston river, and

having at length crossed the bar (the large ships with much

difficulty—being obliged to take their guns out), the troops

under General Clinton landed on an island within the river,

known by the name of Long Island. The Americans, in

great force, had taken post in Charleston, and Sullivan's

Island, which is situated at the confluence of the two

rivers Hunter and Ashley, and had been fortified by them, in

order to protect the entrance to the harbour of Charleston.
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This place it was determined to attack with the troops

and squadron simultaneously, and the 28th of June being

finally fixed upon, the squadron, consisting of the fol

lowing ships,

Gun Ship. pBrigtol rCommodore Sir Peter Parker,

50 < \Captain John Morris,

(.Experiment ... „ Alexander Scott,

fActive

28 JSokbay

Actseon.

ISyren

20 Sphynx

Armd.vess.Friendship ..

Sloop Ranger

Bomb Thunder ....

Schooner . St. Lawrence

William Williams,

Thomas Symons,

Christopher Atkins,

Tobias Furneaux,

Anthony Hunt,

Charles Hope,

Roger Wills,

James Reid,

Lieut. John Graves,

weighed anchor at lOh. 30m. a.m., and stood in for the

batteries. At lOh. 45m., the Bristol, Experiment, Active,

and Solebay, came to anchor close under Fort Sullivan ;

and the Thunder and Friendship also took up the positions

assigned to them. The Sphynx, Actseon, and Syren, or

dered to anchor to the westward to enfilade the enemy's

works, unfortunately got on the middle ground, owing to

the ignorance of their pilots ; and although one only—the

Actseon—remained immovable, yet the others from the

circumstance were so long delayed, that they were unable

to render any material service. The Thunder immediately

commenced throwing shells; but, owing to some unfortu

nate miscalculation of the distance, was placed beyond the

range, and notwithstanding increased charges of powder

were had recourse to, which eventually broke down the

beds of the mortars, she was unable to co-operate with any

degree of efficiency. Another misfortune befel the expedi

tion which threw the whole weight of the attack upon the

ships under the batteries ; and this was the inability of the

troops to ford the passage between Long Island, where the

troops were encamped, and Sullivan's Island. This dis

appointment was occasioned by the variation in the depth

of water at the ford ; at times (as was the case when

VOL. I. Q
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it was, a few days beforehand, tried), there being only 18

inches water at low tide, and at others, as was the case on

this day, seven feet : the depth of water, as was afterwards,

when too late, ascertained, being governed by the state of

the wind and weather. Thus left to themselves, the Bris

tol with the three ships Experiment, Active, and Solebay,

opened their fire upon the works within musket-shot ; and

so well was it maintained that the Americans were fairly

driven from their guns, and, abandoning the batteries, re

treated to the mainland. Sir Peter Parker, not knowing

the inability of the land forces to attack the enemy, consi

dered they would then march in and possess themselves of

the forts ; but he was disappointed, and the Americans,

emboldened by the circumstance, returned in greater num

bers to the batteries. The Bristol suffered very severely,

and in the course of a very short time not a person on her

quarter-deck had wholly escaped, many having been killed

and the rest wounded.

When the ebb-tide made (at about 2h. 30m. p.m.), the

Bristol, in order to prevent swinging to it, dropped an

anchor astern ; but the cable being cut by the shot from the

forts, she swung head to the tide, and in swinging suffered

very much from their fire. After remaining under the

batteries near ten hours, and the ships being dreadfully

shattered without the prospect of effecting any thing fur

ther, Sir Peter Parker make the signal to discontinue the

action and to haul out of gun-shot.

The loss on this unfortunate occasion was greatest in

the Bristol. Captain Morris had his right arm shot away,

and was otherwise so badly wounded that he died on the 5th

of July. Thirty-six men were killed and Mr. John Holland

(the master) and 70 men wounded, many of whom mor

tally. Two guns on the lower-deck, one on the main-

deck, and one on the quarter-deck, were dismounted ; the

main-topmast was shot away, and the mizen-mast so much

wounded that it fell over the side the next day. The Ex

periment had 23 men killed, and Captain Scott (with the

loss of his right arm) and 55 men wounded. The Active

had Lieutenant Pike killed and six men wounded ; and the

Solebay eight wounded. The masters and crews of the
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transports, with commendable zeal, volunteered their ser

vices on board the squadron, and to the number of 50

served in the Bristol.

From Charleston, having re-embarked the troops, Sir

Peter Parker proceeded to New York, where he joined

Lord Howe, and Long Island was reduced shortly after

wards.

1777.—In the following year the Americans, who had

now formed themselves into thirteen independent states,

banded together by a congress, having established a small

naval force, and entrusted the command of it to Commo

dore Manley, ordered him to put to sea on a cruize. On

the 27th of June, being off the banks of Newfoundland, in

the 32-gun frigate Hancock, in company with the Boston,

also a 32-gun frigate, fell in with the British 28-gun

frigate Fox, Captain Patrick Fotheringhame. The two

frigates, having got up with the Fox, began to engage her ;

and, after an action of two hours' duration, in which the

Fox was reduced to a defenceless state, with the loss of a

great many of her crew, Captain Fotheringhame ordered

the British colours to be hauled down. Among the killed

on board the Fox was the lieutenant of marines, the Hon.

James John Napier.

While the American frigates were carrying their prize

towards Boston, they were discovered, on the 6th of July, by

the British 44-gun ship Rainbow, Captain Sir George Collier

(the senior officer on the Newfoundland station), and the

brig Victor (or more probably Viper, Captain Samuel

Graves). The British ships immediately gave chase, and

the Americans, as it is said, taking the Rainbow for a

line-of-battle ship, crowded sail away from her. The fri

gates were lost sight of during the night, but continuing

to stand on under all sail, they were again discovered,

at daybreak on the 7th, having a sloop in company, which

they had captured in the night. As the Rainbow closed

them fast, the Americans set the sloop on fire ; and, with

royals and every sail they could crowd, formed their line

a-head and endeavoured to escape.

At a little past 6h. a.m., another sail hove in sight on

the Rainbow's lee-bow, standing towards the Americans ;

Q 2
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and although this stranger hoisted British colours, yet, as

she did not answer Sir George Collier's private signal, she

was conjectured at first to be another of the American com

modore's squadron. Fortunately, however, the stranger

turned out to be the British 32-gun frigate Flora, Captain

John Brisbane. Having crossed the bows of the Rainbow,

at the distance of four miles, and reached the wake of the

American frigates, the Flora hove about, and being then

on the same tack with the Rainbow, joined in the chase.

At 10h. a.m., the Americans bore away a few points, and

set their studding sails, which enabled the Rainbow to

gain on them still more, and at a little before eleven, the

rearmost frigate commenced firing her stern chasers at the

Flora. The three ships now separated, and the Flora conti

nued to chase the Fox, while the Rainbow pursued the

Hancock, which was the largest.

The Rainbow's pursuit of the Hancock lasted all that

night also, but at 4h. a.m. on the 8th, she got near enough

to fire her bow-guns at the chase ; and at 8h. 30m. arrived

within hail. Sir George Collier then ordered the American

commodore to strike, which the latter seemed at first in

clined to do, but a breeze just then springing up, the men

were observed to be setting studding sails ; upon which

the Rainbow's broadside was fired into her, and the Ame

rican colours were hauled down. The Hancock mounted

32 guns, 12 and 6-pounders, with a crew of 229 men;

she was considered a very fine frigate, nearly new, and a

very fast sailer ; but, being at this time foul, out of trim,

and not well handled, she was overtaken by one of

the dullest sailing class of ships in the British navy. Cap

tain Fotheringhame and 40 men, late belonging to the Fox,

were found on board. The Rainbow with her prize pro

ceeded to Halifax, where the Flora had arrived a day

or two before with the Fox, which she had succeeded in

recapturing. The Boston effected her escape. The bra

very and perseverance of Sir George Collier, in following

a force evidently, in the first instance, before the junction

of the Flora, much superior, and the skill with which the

36 hours' chase was conducted on his part, merits the

highest commendation. The Hancock was added to the
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British navy, under the name of Iris, a very appropriate

name, considering to what ship she had become a prize.

On the 4th of September, the homeward-bound West

India fleet, under convoy of the British 22-gun ship Camel,

Captain the Hon. William Finch, and the 16 and 14-gun

sloops Weasel and Druid, Captains Samuel Warren and

Peter Carteret, in latitude 40° 33' N., longitude, 50° 17'

W., was chased by the American 32-gun frigate Raleigh.

The convoy were at the time much dispersed, and the

Druid, being five miles astern of the Camel and a long dis

tance to windward of the Weasel, was at 5h. p.m. closed

with by the American frigate. The Raleigh, having ranged

up alongside the little sloop within pistol-shot, hoisted her

colours, and the captain hailed the Druid, and ordered the

ship to be surrendered. This demand was responded to by the

sloop's broadside, and in return she received the fire of the

frigate, which mortally wounded Captain Carteret and

killed the master. The command of the Druid then de

volved on Lieutenant John Bourchier, who continued the

unequal contest with great spirit. At 6h. the Raleigh made

sail away, followed, as well as her disabled state would

permit, by the Druid ; but the frigate, notwithstanding all

the efforts of the British crew to overtake her, shot a-head

clear of her puny adversary. The action ceased at 6h. 20m.,

at which time the American frigate wore and made all sail

away. When the action ceased, the Druid had near five

feet water in the hold, and all her masts, yards, &c were

in a very bad condition, from the effects of the enemy's

shot. Besides the captain and master, five men were killed,

and Lieutenant James Nicolson (of the marines), Mr. Pol-

son (surgeon's mate), and 19 men, were wounded. For

his gallant conduct on this occasion, Lieutenant Bourchier*

received what he well deserved, his commander's commis

sion.

A very gallant action was fought this year, on the Ja-

* This officer for some years was Lieutenant-Governor of Green

wich Hospital, in which situation he died in 1808.
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maica station, by Acting Lieutenant Joseph Jordan,* in

command of the Racehorse, a small schooner, mounting

ten 3-pounders, with a crew of 37 men. While on a cruize,

Lieutenant Jordan fell in with a large privateer, which he

fought for two hours, at the expiration of which time he

ran her on board, and, jumping on her deck, at the head of

his men, compelled her remaining crew to surrender. The

prize proved to be the Guest, American privateer, but

principally manned with Frenchmen. She mounted 16

guns, and commenced the action with very little short of

100 men, of which number 16 were killed and 40 wound

ed. The Racehorse had only one man killed and eight

wounded.

The British 14-gun sloop Beaver, Captain James Jones,

being off St. Lucia, fell in with and gallantly engaged the

American privateer Oliver Cromwell, of 24 guns, 14 of

which were 9-pounders. After an action of three-quarters

of an hour, the American colours were hauled down. The

prize commenced the action with 150 men, of which she

had 20 men killed and as many more wounded. The Beaver

had only two men wounded. Captain Jones, on his return to

England, was promoted and appointed to the command of

a frigate. Lieutenant Billy Douglas, commanding the An

tigua sloop, also captured, after a very gallant action, the

American 12-gun privateer Black Snake, with a crew of 60

men, for which he was soon afterwards promoted.

On the 19th September, the British 10-gun cutter

Alert, commanded by Lieutenant John Bazeley, having

been dispatched off the French coast, in order to intercept

an American ship of war, of which intelligence had been

received, got sight of a brig off Ushant, which was pur

sued. Having, at 7h. 30m. a.m., arrived up with the chase,

an action commenced, which continued with great spirit till

10h. ; when the brig bore up and endeavoured to get away.

The cutter, having received some damage to her sails,

was unable to close with the enemy again until lh. p.m.,

* This gallant officer was lost in the Centaur, in 1782.
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when the action was renewed, and continued till 2h. 30m.,

when the brig surrendered. The prize proved to be the

Lexington, mounting 16 guns, 12 swivels, with a crew of

84 men, commanded by Captain Johnson : she had seven

men killed and 1 1 wounded. The crew of the Alert con

sisted in all of 60 men, of which number two were killed,

one mortally and two slightly wounded. Lieutenant Bazeley

was rewarded for his gallant conduct by promotion.

1778.—An instance of the depravity engendered by the

first American war is afforded in the career of that noto

rious personage—Paul Jones. This man, whose real

name was John Paul, had been employed upon the

grounds of the Earl of Selkirk, as an under gardener, from

which situation he was dismissed on account of dishonesty.

He then went to sea, and, after making a few voyages in a

merchant vessel to the West Indies, obtained command of

a ship. When the rebellion in America first broke out, he

was at Piscatawny, and here first assumed the name, by

which he was ever afterwards known, of Paul Jones. By

representing to certain individuals of the rebellious colonies

his great knowledge of the coast of Scotland, and vaunting

of what he would do if a force was entrusted to him, he

succeeded in gaining command of a privateer, called the Re

venge. With this vessel, mounting 18 carriage-guns be

sides swivels, and a crew of 150 men, he appeared off the

coast of Scotland, early in the month of April of this year,

and succeeded in capturing several small vessels, which he

sent into Brest. Captain Paul Jones attempted on the 23rd

to burn Whitehaven, and landed for that purpose ; but the

inhabitants being alarmed by a deserter from the gang, he

was compelled to make a precipitate retreat. He then pro

ceeded to the coast of Scotland, and, landing at the head

of his gang at St. Mary's Isle, plundered the house of his

old master, the Earl of Selkirk. On the 24th, the British

14-gun sloop of war Drake, Captain George Burdon, being

at anchor a little above Carrickfergus, taking the Revenge

for a merchant ship, sent a boat on board, which boat was

detained, and the Revenge stood out to sea. The Drake

followed her, and on closing with the pirate an action took
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place ; but the night coming on very thick, the combatants

parted. On the 25th, the action was renewed by the

Drake with much spirit, notwithstanding the superior force

to which she was opposed ; but after an action of rather

more than an hour, Captain Burdon and his lieutenant being

killed, and 22 of her small crew (originally not more than

100 men) being killed or wounded, besides being much

crippled in her spars, the Drake surrendered. Captain

Jones carried his prize into Brest, previously landing his

prisoners on the coast of Scotland.

The continued assistance rendered to the revolted British

colonists by the French nation at length drew upon it the

anger of the British ; and a large fleet was fitted out, the

command of which was conferred upon Admiral the Hon.

Augustus Keppel. Although war was not formally de

clared between the two nations, the hostile feelings of each

towards the other had become so well known that its de

claration was daily looked for from one party or the other,

and both held themselves in readiness. The French had

equipped a powerful fleet, which was lying ready for sea

in the port of Brest, consisting of fine new ships, much

superior in most particulars to the British.

On the 12th of June Admiral Keppel put to sea, with a

fleet of twenty sail of the line, three frigates, and a fire-

ship. Admiral Keppel sailed with unlimited discretionary

powers ; and on the 1 7th, being off the Lizard, two fri

gates and a schoner were discovered, which the admiral or

dered the Arethusa and Milford to pursue.

The Arethusa, a 32-gun frigate, commanded by Captain

Samuel Marshal, having out-sailed the fleet in the chase,

towards night arrived up with the stranger, which was the

French 40-gun frigate Belle Poule, one of the finest in the

French navy. Captain Marshall hailed the frigate, and re

quested that she would accompany him to the admiral. As

a matter of course this was refused, upon which the Arethusa

fired a shot across the French ship's bows, and received in

return her broadside. The action then commenced on both

sides, and continued at close quarters for two hours with

out intermission, after which time the Belle Poule made



1778.] 233THE BRITISH NAVY.

sail, and, being less cut up in her sails than the Arethusa,

shot a-head and got in under the land. The Arethusa was

left in a very disabled condition, and had eight men killed

and 36 wounded. The Belle Poule is stated to have had

four officers and 44 men killed and 50 wounded.

The cutter Alert, of 12 guns, Captain W. G. Fair

fax, while the Arethusa was engaging the frigate, gallantly

attacked the schooner, having first hailed with the same

success as the Arethusa. After some little fighting, Cap

tain Fairfax determined on boarding, and having laid the

schooner alongside, she was, by the bravery of the British

crew, at length, after much hard fighting, carried. The

schooner was the Courier, mounting 10 guns, with a nu

merous crew, of which she had five men killed and seven

mortally wounded. The Alert, whose crew consisted of

60 men, had two mortally and two severely wounded.

The Milford, Captain Sir William Burnaby, and the 74-

gun ship Hector, compelled the frigate which they chased to

haul down her colours. This latter was the 32-gun frigate

Licorne. On the 18th, the French 32-gun frigate Pallas

was also detained by the British fleet and sent into Ply

mouth ; and Admiral Keppel, gaining intelligence from

this latter ship that the French fleet consisted of 32 sail of

the line, returned to Spithead for a reinforcement.

On the 11th of July he again put to sea with 24 sail of

the line, and being reinforced by six other ships, his fleet

consisted of the following :—

Gun Skip.

rAdmiral the Hon. A. Keppel (blue),

100 Victory < Rear-Admiral John Campbell,

LCaptain Jonathan Faulkner,

- q j*Vice-Adm. SirRobt. Harland (red),

LCaptain Joseph Prescott,

Formidable /Vice-Admiral Sir Hugh Paliser (blue),

l Captain John Bazeley,

Duke „ William Brereton,

Sandwich ... „ Richard Edwards,

Prince George ,, Sir John Lindsey, K.B.

Ocean „ John Laforey,

90)
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Gun Ship.

80 Foudroyant... Captain John Jervis,

'Courageux ... Right Hon. Lord Mulgrave,Ii

Thunderer ... Hon. R. B. Walsingham,»»

Hon. J. L. Gower,»j

Sir Richard Bickerton,i»

Vengeance ... Michael Clements,»»

Joshua Rowley,IJ

Sir James Hamilton,„

Philips Cosby,II

Shrewsbury . Sir John L. Ross,IJ

Cumberland . Joseph Peyton,II

Hon. Keith Stewart,II

Elizabeth . . . Hon. Frederick Maitland,»1

Alexander Hood,II

John Carter Allen,1 1

Robert Digby,II

J. N. P. Nott,II

Stirling Castle Sir Charles Douglas,II

Bienfaisant ... John Macbride,11

Richard Kingsmill,II

Worcester ... Mark Robinson,11

Right Hon. Lord Longford,•1

S. G. Goodall.II

Frigates—Arethusa, Proserpine, Milford, Fox, Andro

meda, and Lively ; Pluto and Vulcan fire-ships, and Alert

cutter.

In the meantime the French king, using as a pretext

the capture of the frigates, gave orders for his fleet to put

to sea to make reprisals, and accordingly Comte de Orvil-

liers got underway from Brest on the 8th July, with one

ship of 110 guns, one of 92, three of 80, thirteen of 74,

twelve of 64, and one of 50 guns, and 13 frigates.

Comte de Orvilliers had his flag in the 110-gun ship Bre-

tagne, probably the largest and finest ship at that time

afloat. The total number of guns carried by this grand

fleet, exclusive of the frigates, was 2,222 ; but although

this exhibits a trifling numerical inferiority to that of the
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British, it is as nothing1 when compared with the actual

advantages arising from their heavier weight of metal and

superior sailing qualities of the ships. In number of men

the French fleet greatly exceeded the British.

On the 23rd of July the two fleets got sight of each

other ; but the French fleet being to windward, and for the

most part fast-sailing ships, evaded every attempt of Admi

ral Keppel to bring on an action. The British fleet, on the

27th, in consequence of the chase and variableness of the

wind, had become much separated ; and, on this morning,

the wind shifting about four points, enabled it to lay up

for the French fleet. In order to bring his fleet into better

order, Admiral Keppel made the signal to several ships of

Sir Hugh Palliser's division to chase to windward. At

9h. a.m., the French fleet formed on the starboard tack,

the British being then on the larboard, close hauled. At

10h. 45m., being then upon the weather quarter of the

enemy, the British fleet tacked ; but the wind heading a

little, threw the British more to leeward. Soon afterwards

a dark squall came on, which obscured the two fleets from

view of each other for nearly half-an-hour, and on its clear

ing off the wind fell light, and the French fleet was ob

served endeavouring to form on the larboard tack. Having

fallen to leeward in the squall, the French admiral found

that he could not cross the British with his whole fleet,

and therefore determined on bearing up and passing along

the British line to windward. This we endeavour to illus

trate by a diagram, which will, we think, afford a tolera

bly clear idea of the relative positions of the two fleets, al

though it does not pretend to perfect accuracy.
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At about 11h. 45m. the Victory opened her fire upon the

Bretagne, to which succeeded the Ville de Paris, 92, and

each ship of the French line as it passed to windward. The

British van escaped with little danger or loss ; but the rear

division, under Sir Hugh Palliser, suffered very heavily,

owing to the comparatively slow sailing of the French ships,

becalmed by the effect of the cannonading. At lh. 30m. p.m.,

the French fleet having passed along the British line, Ad

miral Keppel made the signal for the fleet to wear and fol

low the enemy, and the Victory and ships of his division

wore accordingly ; but it appears that, from the number of

shot between wind and water which some of his ships had

received, it was found impossible to continue on the lar

board tack, and he, therefore, again hove round upon the

starboard tack, and edged off the wind to cover his disabled
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ships in the event of the French admiral's attempting to

renew the action. After passing the British line as de

scribed, the French admiral came to the wind on the star

board tack, thus placing himself on the lee-beam of the

British fleet ; but, owing in part to some misunderstanding

of Rear-Admiral Palliser, who did not close with the van

and centre of the British as they edged away in chase, the

action was not renewed. The fault is attributed, with some

appearance of truth, to the bad code of signals in use at the

time, which caused much delay in sending messages by fri

gates ; but no action, if we except that off Minorca, ever

gave rise to more discussion, crimination, and recrimina

tion. The loss of the British fleet was as follows :—

1

Ships. Killed.
|

VAN.

1

2 9

4 6

1 2

Shrewsbury 3 6

10 11

Stirling Castle ... 2 11

CENTRE.

6 13

Thunderer 2 5

2 3

Sandwich 2 20

Valiant 6 26

11 24

5 18

Prince George ... 5 15

Killed.

Vengeance..

REAR.

Worcester ..

Elizabeth ..

Defiance ..

Robust

Formidable

Ocean

America ....

Terrible

Egmont

Ramillies ..

Total

S

5

16

2

1

9

12

12

133

18

5

7

17

17

49

18

17

21

19

16

S73

The Formidable had one lieutenant, Nicholas Clifford,

wounded ; the Shrewsbury, Lieutenant William Samwell ;

the Elizabeth, her surgeon ; and the Prince George, lieu

tenant of marines John McDonald. The French loss

amounted in all to 163 killed and 519 wounded. From

the causes above alluded to, nothing further was done,
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and such was the nature of the action that both fleets

claimed the victory with about an equal right.

On the 8th of July, the British 4-pounder 14-gun sloop

Ostrich, Captain Peter Rainier, being on a cruize off Sa

vannah point, on the Jamaica station, in company with

the 10-gun armed brig Lowestoffe's Prize, got sight of

a large brig, to which they gave chase. After a long run

the Ostrich succeeded in bringing the brig, which was the

American privateer Polly, to action ; and, after an engage

ment of three hours' duration, by which time the Lowes

toffe's Prize had arrived up and had taken part in the con

test, compelled her to surrender. The prize, besides her

armament of 16 (long six and 9-pounders) guns, mounted

along her gunwale 23 swivels, and eight coborns in her tops.

The crew of the Polly, when she commenced the action,

amounted to 1 70 men, of which number her captain and

a great many were killed. When she was boarded, 23

dead men were found upon her deck, and several were seen

to be thrown overboard previous to her surrender. On

board the Ostrich, whose crew did not exceed 120 men,

the master and four men were killed, and Captain Rainier,

Lieutenant O'Brien, and 28 men, wounded. Captain

Rainier's wound was both dangerous and painful, being

from a musket-ball through the left breast ; he could not,

however, be prevailed upon to go below, but remained on

deck giving directions for the continuance of the fight. This

officer was shortly afterwards posted, and the command of

the 64-gun ship Burford given to him.

On the 25th of July, the British 32-gun frigate Pearl,

Captain George Montagu, off Sandy Hook, captured after

a smart action, in which three men were killed and 14

wounded, the American 26-gun privateer Industry. The

activity of Sir George Collier on this station contributed

materially to check the hordes of privateers sent to sea by

the Americans, and by means of his tenders made a large

number of prizes.

An action of an indecisive nature took place in the

East Indies, off Pondicherry, on the 10th of August, be

tween a British squadron, under the command of Com
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modore Sir Edward Vernon, consisting of the following

ships,

Gun Ship.

60 Ri on fCommodore Sir Edward Vernon,

™ LCaptain George Young,

28 Coventry ... „ Benjamin Marlow,

24 Seahorse ... „ J. A. Panton,

16 Cormorant . ,, William Owen,

Armed ship.Valentine... ,, James Ogilvie,

and a French squadron, consisting of the 64-gun ship Bril-

liante, 36-gun frigate Pourveyeuse, 32-gun frigate Sartine,

and two armed country ships, of 24 guns each, commanded

by Commodore M. de Tronjolli. The action was commenced

by the Rippon, at about 2h. 45m. p.m., and continued at

close quarters till 4h. 45m., when the enemy made sail,

and, being less crippled in their spars and much faster

sailers, escaped into Pondicherry. The number of killed

and wounded is not specified ; but it is believed to have

been severe on both sides. Although Sir Edward Vernon

frequently offered battle to M. de Tronjolli, he was unable

to bring him again to action ; but on the 25th of October,

one of his squadron, the Seahorse, engaged and took the

Sartine, which, being a fine ship, only two years old, was

taken into the British navy.

The fleets of Vice-Admiral Lord Howe and M. d'Estaing

contested the dominion of the North American seas ; and,

although Lord Howe sought every good opportunity of

bringing the French fleet to action, he could not succeed,

owing to the superior sailing of the enemy's ships. A

gale of wind on the 1 2th of August parted the two fleets,

and also, as it increased in violence, many ships of both

were dismasted and separated from their respective admi

rals. Among the ships which parted company from the

British fleet was the 50-gun ship Renown, Captain George

Dawson. This ship, on the evening of the 18th of Au

gust, fell in with the French 90-gun ship Languedoc, to

tally dismasted, on board which was the French admiral,

M. d'Estaing. The Renown, running down to the dis

abled ship, was hailed and ordered to shew her colours,

with which request Captain Dawson complied, and at the
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same time ordered his upper-deck guns to be fired into the

French ship. The Renown was then wore round under the

90-gun ship's stern, and raked her with the most destruc

tive effect. The French ship must in a very short time

have surrendered, but Captain Dawson imprudently left

off the action till the morning, when the firing, which had

been heard by some of her fleet, having drawn six ships to

her assistance, the Renown was obliged to seek her own

safety in flight.

A similar action occurred on the same night between the

50-gun ship Preston, Commodore William Hotham, and

the French 80-gun ship Tonnant. The French ship

had lost her fore and mizen-masts in the gale, and, being

in an unmanageable state, sustained so severe a loss

that she must shortly have struck ; but several ships ap

proaching to her support, the Preston was obliged to make

off.

But the best action of this memorable night was fought

by the 50-gun ship Isis, Captain John Raynor, with the

French 74-gun ship Caesar, bearing the flag of Rear-Ad-

miral M. de Bougainville. In the afternoon the Isis, then

on her way to the appointed rendezvous of the fleet,

was chased by the Caesar, and, as the Isis sailed very badly,

the Caesar gained rapidly upon her. Captain Raynor, being

acquainted with the practice sometimes in use by the

French ships, of only clearing for action on the side which

they intend engaging upon, took advantage of it ; and just

as the Caesar was expecting to shoot up under the British

ship's lee, the Isis suddenly bore up and brought the Caesar

to action on her unprepared side. A most vigorous can

nonading took place, and notwithstanding the superiority of

force of the Caesar, that ship was glad to avail herself of

the disabled state of the Isis's masts and rigging to effect

her escape. The French rear-admiral and the first lieute

nant were wounded, and 70 of her crew are reported to

have been killed and wounded by the 50-gun ship's fire. On

board the Isis one man was killed and 14 were wounded.

On the 10th of September, the British 28-gun frigate

Fox, Captain the Hon. Thomas Windsor, while off the

French coast, watching the enemy's fleet, chasing a ship
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and sloop, was herself chased by the French 34-gun fri

gate Junon, commanded by the Viscomte de Beaumont.

The weather being very thick, the Junon was not perceived

until she was close aboard the Fox ; upon which the latter

was hove to, and awaited the approach of the enemy. An

action commenced, and lasted three hours, when the Fox,

being totally dismasted, several of her guns disabled, 11

men killed, and Captain Windsor and 49 wounded, many

of whom mortally, hauled down her colours. The de

fence of the Fox, when it is considered that her armament

consisted of 24 long 9-pounders and four 4-pounders and

a crew of 200 men; while that of the Junon was 28 long

12-pounders and six 6-pounders with a crew of 330 men, is

highly creditable to captain, officers, and crew.

On the 20th of October, the British 50-gun ship Jupiter,

Captain Reynolds (afterwards Lord Ducie), and 28-gun fri

gate Medea, Captain James Montagu, cruizing off the

coast of Spain, fell in with the French 64-gun ship Triton,

which the Jupiter engaged. The Triton, after an action

of short duration, made off ; and it is reported she had 13

men killed and 30 wounded. The Jupiter had three men

killed and three mortally and eight slightly wounded. The

Medea took no part whatever in the action.

On the 3rd of November, the British nine-pounder 28-

gun frigate Maidstone, Captain Alan Gardner, cruizing off

the mouth of the Chesapeake, from which she was distant

60 leagues, discovered at a little past midnight a sail bear

ing north-east, steering to the eastward, with the wind at

west. The Maidstone was quickly under a crowd of sail

in pursuit, and at 3h. 30m. a.m. succeeded in getting

alongside the stranger, which then hoisted French colours.

An action immediately commenced at close quarters ; but

after engaging an hour, the Maidstone had received so

much injury in her sails and rigging from the langridge

fired by the enemy's ship, that she was under the necessity

of heaving to, to repair her damages. At day-break, another

ship hove in sight, which made signals to the Maidstone,

and as they were not understood, it was at first concluded

that she was a consort of the Maidstone's opponent; but

as she did not close with the British frigate, the latter

VOL. I. K
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again made sail after her first antagonist. At noon, Cap

tain Gardner succeeded in bringing the enemy a second

time to action, and at lh. p.m. compelled her to surrender.

The prize proved to be the French 40 (12 and 6 pounders)

gun ship Lion, commanded by Captain James Mitchell,

and manned with a crew of 216 men, of which number she

had eight men killed and 18 wounded. The Maidstone

had four men killed and Captain Gardner and eight men

wounded. The Lion was laden with sugar and tobacco,

but her armament and crew were more than sufficient to

render her an eligible opponent for the Maidstone, and

Captain Gardner deserved great credit for the promptitude

and vigour of his attack. The Lion had four feet water in

her hold when she struck.

1779.—On the 31st of January, the British 32-gun

frigate Apollo, Captain Philemon Pownall, cruizing off the

French coast, discovered early in the morning, and chased

a convoy of ten sail under the protection of a frigate. At

lh. 30m. a.m., being then off St. Brieux, and close to the

rocks, the Apollo brought to the enemy's frigate, and, after

an action of one hour and a half, compelled her to sur

render. The prize, whose loss was very considerable, was

the French 26-gun frigate Oiseau, commanded by the Che

valier de Tarade, and had on board a crew of 224 men.

The Apollo had six men killed, and Captain Pownall, his

two lieutenants, and 19 men wounded, two of whom

mortally.

On the 14th of March, as the British 10-gun cutter

Rattlesnake, commanded by Lieutenant William Knell,

was off the Isle of Wight, she came in sight, at day-break,

of two French cutters, of which she went in chase. The

Rattlesnake chased the enemy to within 1 2 miles of Havre,

and at lh. 30m. p.m., having arrived up with the largest,

brought her to close action ; upon which the other tacked,

and closed with the Rattlesnake in order to support her

friend. This unequal contest was maintained till four

o'clock, when the largest of the two hauled down her

colours. The remaining cutter then endeavoured to make

off, but the Rattlesnake, anxious to secure both, gave chase

to her, and having arrived close alongside, Lieutenant Knell
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at the head of his men gallantly boarded, and compelled the

second to surrender. In the meantime, however, his for

mer prize repaired her damages, and rehoisting her colours,

escaped into port. The prize was the Frelon de Dunkerque,

mounting 12 carriage guns, with a crew of 82 men, and

was considered the fastest sailing cutter out of France ;

she had her captain and 12 men killed and 30 wounded.

Lieutenant Knell, in this gallant performance, for which he

was most deservedly promoted, was wounded, together with

one midshipman and ten men.

On the 18th of March, the British 32-gun frigate Are-

thusa, Captain Charles Holmes Everitt, being on a cruize

off Brest, discovered and chased a French frigate close to

that port. A line-of-battle ship in the outer road of Brest

was dispatched to the assistance of the frigate, and the

Arethusa, in her endeavours to escape from this latter

enemy, struck on a rock in the night near the small island

of Molines, and went to pieces. The crew were saved,

but with the exception of a boat's crew, which escaped with

much difficulty, were made prisoners.

On the 30th of March, as the British 12-gun cutter

Kite, Lieutenant Henry Trollope,* was cruizing off Port

land, she fell in with, and was fired upon by a French fri

gate, from whose fire she sustained much damage. The

frigate observing a deeply-laden brig to windward, quitted

the Kite, and stood towards the merchant vessel ; and

while the Kite was repairing her damages, a large 1 8-gun

brig privateer bore down upon her, and brought her to

action. Lieutenant Trollope, with that gallantry which his

subsequent services so often called forth, attacked this new

opponent, and in the course of a short time reduced her to

a complete wreck, having shot away her mainmast and

killed a great many of her crew : but the Kite was so much

injured in her two actions, that it was found impossible

to make a prize of the brig, and she with difficulty reached

a port. Notwithstanding her severe actions, she had only

four men wounded. Lieutenant Trollope was immediately

promoted.

* The late gallant Admiral Sir Henry Trollope.

R 2
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Information having been received on the 1st of May, by

the lieutenant-governor of Jersey, that a French expedition

fitted out against the islands had made its appearance off

Jersey, he dispatched a vessel with the intelligence to

Portsmouth. Captains J. L. Gidoin, in the 32-gun ship

Richmond, and Sir James Wallis, in the 50-gun ship Expe

riment, having with them four frigates and seven smaller

vessels, were instantly sent thither by Admiral Sir Thomas

Pye, and arrived at Jersey on the 10th. The squadron

divided, and took different courses, in the hopes of over

taking the French division, and on the 13th, the Experi

ment and squadron having chased part of the expedition

into Concale Bay, drove them on shore and destroyed

them, with the exception of the 34-gun frigate Danae,

which was brought off. The squadron was for a time

exposed to a very severe fire from the batteries on shore, but

which the Experiment succeeded in silencing, after which

the French ships were destroyed without difficulty. Two

men were killed and 13 wounded on board the Experi

ment, and the only other British ship which sustained any

damage was the 14-gun sloop Cabot, Captain Edward

Dodd, which had her purser and two men wounded.

The British 50-gun ship Jupiter, Captain John Reynolds,

on the 26th of May, cruizing off Cape Finisterre, got sight

of and chased a large outward-bound West India convoy,

under charge of a French squadron of five sail of the line,

and some frigates. Having closed with the convoy in the

night, Captain Reynolds succeeded in capturing one of the

merchant ships, into which he put a prize crew ; but being

observed, the large ships chased the Jupiter, recaptured the

prize, and the British ship escaped with difficulty. Captain

Reynolds, the master, and two or three men were wounded

in engaging a frigate which endeavoured to prevent their

taking possession of the merchant ship.

On the 31st of May, as the 32-gun frigate Licorne,

Captain the Honourable Thomas Cadogan, was escorting a

convoy to Newfoundland, she fell in with and captured the

French 24-gun privateer Audacieuse, after a smart action

in which the latter had 22 men killed and 17 wounded,

and the Licorne one man wounded.
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On the 2nd of June, the French 36-gun frigate Prudente

was captured in the Bight of Leogane, St. Domingo, by

the 64-gun ship Ruby, acting Captain Michael John

Everitt, accompanied by the yEolus frigate and Jamaica

sloop. As the Ruby arrived up with the Prudente, the

latter opened a fire from her stern chasers, by which Cap

tain Everitt and one seaman were killed. The Prudente

was added to the British navy under the same name.

The French force in the West Indies greatly exceeded

the British ; the former, commanded by Comte d'Estaing,

consisted of two 80-gun ships, twelve of 74, eight of 64,

and three 50-gun ships, besides ten frigates, while the

force of the latter consisted only of the following :—

Gun Ship.

90 Princess Roval/Vice"Adm,Hon- JohnByron (blue),
yu 1 nncess Koyal ^Captain Wmiam Blair,

'PrinceofWaW™^
^Captain Benjamin Hill,

rRear-Adm. Hyde Parker (red),

"" ICaptain H. Harwood,

Suffolk /Rear-Adm. Joshua Rowley (blue),

ICaptain H. C. Christian,

Thomas Fitzherbert,

Conqueror

_ j Royal Oak ...

^ Magnificent ...

Fame

Sultan

Albion

Elizabeth

Cornwall

Grafton

70 ^Boyne

Prudent

Nonsuch

Stirling Castle

64 I Yarmouth

Lion

Vigilant

Monmouth ...

60 Medway

John Elphinstone,

John Butchart,

Alan Gardner,

George Bowyer,

William Truscott,

Timothy Edwards,

Thomas Collingwood,

Herbert Sawyer,

A. J. P. Molloy,

Walter Griffith,

Robert Carkett,

Nathaniel Bateman,

Hon. W. Cornwallis,

Sir Digby Dent,

Robert Fanshaw,

William Affleck.
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The French fleet had overpowered Grenada after a vigor

ous defence, which cost the besiegers nearly 400 men, and

had also taken the Island of St. Vincent. This latter it

was determined to endeavour to recapture, and the above

fleet departed from St. Lucia on the 3rd July, in order to

attempt it, having in company a fleet of transports, with

troops under Major-General Grant. Being off St. Vin

cent's, intelligence was received that a large fleet had been

seen steering for Grenada, and thither the British fleet im

mediately proceeded, and at day-break on the 6th the

French fleet was observed in St. George's Bay getting un

derway with a light air of wind.

Vice-Admiral Byron, deeming from what he could dis

cover that the enemy's force was inferior, made the signal

for a general chase to the south-west, and for each ship to

engage as she arrived up. The leading ships of the British

close hauled on the larboard tack were, the Prince of Wales,

Boyne, and Sultan, and as these ships had a fresh sea-

breeze from east north-east, while the French were nearly

becalmed under the land, they were at 7h. fired upon by

the nearest French ships, but at too great a distance to

cause much execution. As the sea-breeze extended to the

French fleet, the ships of which were lying in a cluster,

they were enabled to form their line of battle by bearing

away a-head of the British on the starboard tack. The

force of the enemy was then first discovered to be

superior to the British ; but, notwithstanding this, Vice-

Admiral Byron made the signal for a close engage

ment. It was here, as on many former and subsequent

occasions, that the superior sailing of the French ships

became observable. All the French ships were coppered,

and for the most part fine large ships, which was not the

case with the British ships. The Prince of Wales and her

two supporters, Boyne and Sultan, gallantly commenced

the action at about 7h. 30m. a.m., and the whole British

line soon afterwards became exposed to the enemy's fire,

as the French fleet passed to leeward across their bows,

steering to the north-west. The Grafton, Cornwall, and

Lion, being the British rear ships and to leeward of their
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stations, suffered very much, being exposed to the fire of

the whole French line, and the Monmouth, having bore up

in order to get nearer the enemy's van, was completely

disabled. It appears to have been possible that, had the

fleet bore up together at this time, a close and decisive

action might have been brought on by the British fleet, as

the enemy was to leeward at no great distance. This we

endeavour to illustrate by a small diagram.

BRITISH

*
******

FRENCHFLEET.

The opportunity was lost when the two fleets had passed

each other ; for M. d'Estaing, having at lOh. a.m. cleared

the British rear, tacked, and hauled close to the wind,

with the intention of cutting off the disabled British ships

and also the transports. In order to frustrate the design of

the French admiral, Vice-Admiral Byron also tacked and

bore up to their support, and by this means the French

fleet was enabled to make its escape to windward. The

ships which sustained most damage were the Monmouth,

Grafton, Cornwall, and Lion ; the latter lost her fore and

main-topmast, and was reduced to an unmanageable state.

The loss on board the different ships will be shewn by the

following table :—
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Ships.

Suffolk

Boyne

Royal Oak

Prince of Wales .

Magnificent

Prudent

Medway

Fame

Sultan

Princess Royal . . .

Killed.

7

12

4

26

4

16

3

25

30

12

46

11

6

4

9

39

6

Ships.

Albion

Stirling Castle

Elizabeth

Lion

Cornwall

Monmouth . .

Grafton

Total ..

Killed.

2

1

21

16

25

35

183

2

6

2

30

27

28

63

346

The officers killed were Lieutenants W. B. Parrey (Royal

Oak), John Hutchings (Grafton), Jonah Veale, of the ma

rines (Sultan), and Mr. Nicott Brown, gunner (Grafton) ;

and the wounded were Vice-Admiral Barrington, Lieute

nants—Brett (Grafton), Richards, of the marines (Royal

Oak), Caldwell, 46th Regt. (Sultan), Bowdens, 4thRegt.

(Magnificent). The French loss is stated to have

amounted to 1,200 men killed and 1,500 wounded ; and,

if this be true, it is a powerful argument that Vice-Ad

miral Byron's manner of conducting the action alone

kept from him a most decisive victory. At the same time

it would be unfair to visit this gallant officer with censure

for not doing that which was contrary to the usual mode of

conducting fleets ; the preservation of the line of battle

was considered much too important to be disregarded for

any apparent advantage ; and it was left to Lord Howe to

prove how much might be effected by a different system of

tactics.

The French fleet returned to St. George's Bay, and the

British fleet made sail for St. Christopher's, and anchored in

Basseterre Roads on the loth of July. While Vice-Ad

miral Byron was lying here refitting his fleet, M. d'Estaing

appeared off the roadstead with his fleet of 28 sail of the

line, but did not venture upon an attack, and the British
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fleet not being then in a condition to put to sea, the enemy,

after parading some time, made sail for Cape Francois,

St. Domingo.

The American war was still prosecuted with the utmost

vigour, but the vigilance and great activity of Commodore

Sir George Collier reduced the American navy to the utmost

insignificance. On the 14th of August, early in the morn

ing, this officer having under his command the following,

Gun Ship.

64 llaisonnable Commodore Sir George Collier,

22 fBlonde Andrew Barclay,

\Virginia John Orde,

r Greyhound Archibald Dickson,

20 ^Camilla John Collins,

I Galatea John Howorth,

Otter, Albany, North, and Nautilus—sloops,

entered the Penobscot River, and at about 11h. a.m. ar

rived in sight of a squadron of rebel ships, which appeared

inclined to dispute the passage. Without wasting time in

forming his squadron, Sir George Collier, on gaining sight

of the enemy, made the signal for a general chase ; and

the Blonde, Virginia, and the Galatea, being the head

most ships, advanced with such celerity that the Ameri

cans, seized with a panic, dispersed in all directions.

Two—the Hunter, of 20 guns, and Defiance, of 14 guns

—attempted to escape by the west passage of Long Island;

but the former, unable to get out, concealed herself in a

small creek, while the latter ran aground. The remaining

ships made sail up the river, followed by the British, al

though the navigation was both critical and dangerous.

The Hampden, of 20 guns, was overtaken and captured,

and the remainder destroyed ; some by the British and others

by the Americans themselves, to prevent their falling into

the hands of the British. Sir George before dark dispatched

Lieutenant Mackay, with the Raisonnable's boats and 50

men, to board the Hunter, and ordered the Camilla to

proceed after the Defiance. The Hunter was gallantly

boarded and brought away without loss ; but the Defiance
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was set on fire by her own men, and she blew up about

midnight.* The crew escaped to the shore.

On the 14th September, the British 32-gun frigate Pearl,

Captain George Montagu, while cruizing off the Azores,

early in the morning, gave chase to a large ship bearing

north-west, and at 9h. 30m. a.m. brought her to action.

The chase, which was the Spanish 28-gun frigate Santa

Monica, maintained an animated fire for two hours, at the

expiration of which, having had 38 men killed and 45

wounded, she surrendered. The Pearl suffered a loss of 12

men killed and 19 wounded. The Santa Monicaf was a fine

new ship, mounting 26 long 12-pounders on her main-

deck and two 4-pounders on her quarter-deck, with a crew

of 271 men. She exceeded the Pearl in point of tonnage,

and became a great acquisition to the British navy, to

which she was added as a 32-gun frigate.

We have again to introduce to our reader's notice the rene

gade Paul Jones. The success of his last expedition had given

such general satisfaction to his employers, that the American

Congress conferred upon him the command of a squadron,

consisting of the 40-gun ships Bon Homme Richard and

* The following is an abstract of the enemy's ships captured and

destroyed :

HOW DIS

POSED OF.

SHIPS OF GUNS.

32 22 20 18 14
Trans
ports. TOTAL.

Captured ... 2

4

9

10

11

1 1 "4 *6 26

Total loss . 1 1 6 4 6 19 37

f A part of one of the lower masts of this ship, in which a great

many shots are sticking, is preserved in the Tower of London as a

curious relic.
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Alliance, and 1 2-gun armed brig Vengeance, to which was

added the 32-gun (French) frigate Pallas. These ships were

all fully manned and well equipped, and, arriving off the

coast of Scotland, were very successful in making prizes,

which were all sent to France. This daring marauder, em

boldened by his success and the absence of any naval force

on the coast, ventured in the Bon Homme Richard up the

Frith of Forth, with the intention of burning the shipping

in Leith harbour, and on the 16th of September was in

sight of Edinburgh. His ship, however, was met by a

heavy gale of wind, which drove her out of the Frith with

out effecting any thing. From thence, after being joined

by his squadron, Paul Jones proceeded to the Baltic, and

on the 23rd of September fell in with a British convoy, under

the charge of Captain Richard Pearson, in the 44-gun ship

Serapis, and Countess of Scarborough, armed ship, of 20

guns, Captain Thomas Piercy.

At 4h. p.m. on that day the squadron of Paul Jones was

visible from the decks of the British ships, and coming

down before a light breeze of wind from south-south-west,

Captain Pearson on first seeing the enemy made the signal

for the convoy to disperse, and the merchant ships ac

cordingly stood in shore, while, the better to cover them

from any attack, the Serapis and Countess of Scarborough

hauled to the wind under easy sail to meet the enemy, by

this time distinctly seen to be three large ships and a brig.

At 6h. p.m. the Serapis and her consort tacked and hove

to with their heads in shore to the northward, and at 7h.

20m. the largest of the enemy's ships, the Bon Homme

Richard, brought to on the larboard-bow of the Serapis,

within musket-shot, upon which Captain Pearson hailed,

but not receiving a satisfactory answer, he ordered a shot to

be fired across her bows, which was returned with a broad

side. After giving and receiving a few broadsides, the Bon

Homme Richard backed her main-topsail and dropped upon

the quarter of the Serapis ; then filling again, she put her

helm up and ran foul of the larboard or weather quarter of

the Serapis, and attempted to carry her by boarding.

Being repulsed in this attempt with great loss, the two ships

separated ; and Captain Pearson then ordered the topsails
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of the Serapis to be backed, in the hope of bringing her

broadside to bear again full upon her enemy. This was

offering an advantage to the enemy of which the best use

was made, for while the Serapis had stern way, the Bon

Homme Richard, by putting ber helm a-weather, fell right

athwart the British ship's bows. The jib-boom of the

Serapis hooked the mizen rigging of her antagonist ; but

the latter having too much headway, the jib-boom broke,

and crossing the Serapis's bow, the two ships dropped

alongside head and stern, the sheet anchor of the Serapis

hooking the starboard quarter gallery of the enemy.

An action then commenced equalling in fury almost any

upon record. With the muzzles of their guns touching,

they kept up an incessant cannonading, which commenced

at 8h. 30m. The enemy made use of all kinds of combus

tibles, which were thrown upon the deck of the Serapis

and into her ports, setting her on fire in different parts,

not less than ten or twelve times ; but by the activity of the

crew the flames were each time extinguished. At 9h. 30m.

a hand-grenade, thrown into one of the lower-deck ports

of the Serapis, communicated with one of the cartridge-

boxes, and in its way aft ignited them all along the deck,

causing dreadful havoc among the officers and crew, so

much so, that those guns were during the remainder of the

action almost entirely deserted.

But it was not only against the Bon Homme Richard

that the Serapis had to fight, for the Alliance, taking up

her station under the British ship's stern, continued to ply

her guns with destructive effect and with perfect impunity.

At 10h. the crew of the Bon Homme Richard called for

quarter, and Captain Pearson hailed to know if the ship

had surrendered ; but receiving no answer, he, at the head

of a party of men, boarded her, when they were met by a

large party which were lying in ambush. Captain Pear

son was under the necessity of retreating to his own ship.

The action was then renewed and continued with great

spirit till 10h. 30m., when, finding it impossible any longer

to contend with a force so much superior—the Alliance still

pouring in raking broadsides, to which the Serapis could

not reply by a single gun—Captain Pearson ordered the
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British colours to be hauled down ; and at the same moment,

as if to prove the necessity, the main-mast fell over the

side.

Captain Pearson and his first-lieutenant were instantly

hurried on board the enemy's ship, which was found to be

in the most shattered condition : her stern and quarter were

entirely beaten in, nearly all her lower-deck guns were dis

mounted, she was on fire in two places, and had seven feet

water in her hold. In her action she is stated to have

had the almost incredible number of 300 men killed and

wounded.

While the Serapis was thus bravely defending herself,

the Countess of Scarborough was gallantly engaging the

Pallas; and the contest lasted two hours, when, having all

her sails, rigging, and spars cut to pieces, and the ship

being otherwise disabled, Captain Piercy was also compelled

to strike.

The loss on board the Serapis was very great. Out of a

crew of originally not more than 320 men, she had her

boatswain, one master's mate, two midshipmen, 29 sea

men, and 1 5 marines killed ; and Lieutenants Michael

Stanhope and Whiteman (of the marines), two surgeon's

mates, six petty officers, 46 seamen, and 12 marines

wounded : total 48 killed and 68 wounded. The Countess

of Scarborough, out of her small crew, had four killed and

20 wounded.

The Bon Homme Richard soon gave a convincing proof

of the effect of the shot of the Serapis ; for on the next

day the water gained so much upon the crew, that the ship

was abandoned, and went down with a great many of her

wounded on board. Captain Pearson and his remaining

crew were carried into the Texel on the 6th of October,

and from the Dutch authorities they were demanded by

the British government, and after some delay were at

length released. Captains Pearson and Piercy were both

rewarded, as was their due, for their gallant conduct ; the

former received the honour of knighthood, and the latter

was promoted ; and the further to mark the public sense of

the skill and bravery which preserved a valuable fleet from

capture, the London Assurance Company presented both
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these officers with pieces of plate, to the value of 100 gui

neas to Captain Pearson,* and of 50 to Captain Piercy.

The next action we have to record is one equally well

contested, but even more disastrous in its result. On the

6th October, the British 12-pounder 32-gun frigate Quebec,

Captain George Farmer, while cruizing off Brest in com

pany with the Rambler cutter, Lieutenant George, gave

chase to two sail in the south-west quarter, which at 8h.

a.m. were made out to be a large frigate and a cutter. The

stranger, which was the French 1 8-pounder 40-gun frigate

Surveillante, at 9h. a.m. commenced firing upon the Que

bec as she bore down to close her ; and as the two frigates,

both edging off the wind, neared each other, a vigorous ac

tion took place. The Rambler at 11h. a.m. brought to ac

tion the French 16-gun cutter Expedition, and after engag

ing for three hours obliged her to sheer off. So determined

was the fight between the two frigates, that at 2h. p.m.

both were dismasted, and the fall of the Quebec's mizen-

mast unfortunately caused the ship to take fire in conse

quence of the main-sail which hung over the muzzles of the

guns. The Rambler endeavoured to approach to the assist

ance of the Quebec, but the light air of wind prevented her

doing so ; boats were however sent to endeavour to save her

crew.

The Quebec continued to burn furiously till 6h. p.m.,

when she blew up with colours flying. The boats of the

cutter picked up one master's mate, two midshipmen, and

14 men ; Lieutenant Francis Roberts was saved by the

French frigate, and Mr. Wilkie, captain's clerk, was pre

served by a Prussian vessel. Previously to this lamentable

conclusion, Captain Farmer and about 80 of his crew had

been killed or wounded, when by this unfortunate catas

trophe 150 brave men were lost. The Surveillante was

reduced to a sinking state, and reached France with

great difficulty. The number of her crew killed and

wounded is not known, but it must have been very great,

judging from her shattered and dismasted state. The great

* Sir Richard Pearson was afterwards appointed Lieutenant-

Governor of Greenwich Hospital.
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inferiority of force under which the Quebec fought was such

as to throw the greatest lustre on Captain Farmer's deter

mined conduct, and the loss of so brave an officer was

deeply to be deplored. To mark his sense of this action,

the King conferred upon Captain Farmer's eldest son a

baronetcy ; and Lieutenant Roberts was most deservedly

promoted to be a commander.

The French 30-gun frigate Alcmene was on the 24th of

October captured by a squadron cruizing off Martinico,

under the command of Captain Richard Edwards ; and on

the 18th of December, Captain Walter Griffiths, when

commanding the 74-gun ship Conqueror, was killed in a

partial encounter on the same station with a French squa

dron, under M. de la Mothe Piquet. The squadron of

Rear-Admiral Hyde Parker, on the 20th of the same

month, chased and captured the French 36-gun frigate

Blanche and 40-gun frigate Fortunee, and on the 23rd the

28-gun frigate Ellis, all belonging to Comte d'Estaing's

fleet. The Blanche and Fortunee were added to the Bri

tish navy.

On the 11th of November, the Spanish 38-gun frigate

Santa Marguerita was captured off Cape Finisterre by the

British 28-gun frigate Tartar, Captain A. Grseme, belonging

to the squadron of Commodore George Johnstone. The

Santa Marguerita, being a fine ship, was added to the

British navy as a 12-pounder 36-gun frigate, in which she

was for a long period a serviceable cruizer.

On the 12th December, at day-break, the British 50-gun

ship Salisbury, Captain Charles Inglis, being off Porto de

Sall, in the Bay of Honduras, got sight of a large ship, to

which she gave chase. The pursuit lasted all day, but at

6h. 30m. p.m. the Salisbury, having gained on the chase,

which hoisted Spanish colours, an action commenced. At

8h. 30m. the Spanish ship's main-mast was shot away,

and, being reduced to a defenceless state, with the loss of

a great part of her crew, she surrendered. The prize

proved to be the San Carlos privateer, of 50 guns, long

12 and 6-pounders, and 397 men. Her guns were princi

pally brass, and besides those mounted she had on board

12 brass 24-pounders, a quantity of shot and shells, and
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5,000 stand of arms. On board the Salisbury four men

were killed and 14 wounded, five mortally, among whom

was the master, Mr. Millar. The success of the British

privateers this year was very great. Prizes were taken

from the French and Spaniards to the value of no less than

£1,025,600, and although the British also met with great

losses, yet they were not to be compared with their successes.

1780.—The fleet of Admiral George B. Rodney, con

sisting of 21 sail of the line and nine frigates, while on its

outward voyage for the relief of Gibraltar, captured on the

1st January a Spanish squadron belonging to the Caraccas

Company. This squadron, commanded by Commodore

Don Juan Augustin de Yardi, in the 64-gun ship Guipus-

coano, comprised six ships of war ; and the convoy, va

riously freighted, consisted of 15 sail. Having arrived off

Cadiz, Admiral Rodney received information that a Spanish

fleet of 14 sail of the line was cruizing off Cape St. Vin

cent, and he accordingly made preparations for bringing

the enemy to action.

On the 16th of January, at lh. p.m., Cape St. Vincent

bearing north, distant four leagues, a fleet was discovered

in the south-east quarter, upon which the signal was made

to bear up east in line. At 2h. Admiral Rodney, per

ceiving that the strange fleet was the one of which he had

intelligence, and that the ships were crowding all sail to

escape, made the signal for a general chase. At this time

the wind was blowing strong from the westward with hazy

weather. The ships of the British fleet which were cop

pered gained rapidly in the pursuit, and shortly after 4h.

p.m. the 74-gun ships Defence, Bedford, Resolution, and

Edgar, Captains James Cranston, Edmund Affleck, Sir

Chaloner Ogle, and John Elliot, commenced firing on the

enemy, retreating in great disorder. The 64-gun ship

Bienfaisant, Captain John Macbride, having at a little be

fore 5h. got up with the Spanish 70-gun ship San Domingo,

the latter blew up with a tremendous explosion, and every

man on board her perished. One man, picked up by the

Pegasus, was in so dreadful a state that he expired before

reaching Gibraltar. The action was continued during the

night, which was dark and squally ; but at 2h. a.m. on the
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following morning Admiral Rodney, conceiving the enemy's

ships to be all so disabled as to prevent their escaping, and

the wind having increased to a gale, ordered the fleet to

heave to. The following table will give some idea of the

-part taken by the different ships of the British fleet.

Ships.

Sandwich

Prince George

Royal George

Resolution ...

Bedford

Montagu

Marlborough .

Defence ...

Edgar

Cumberland

Culloden ...

Invincible

Monarch ....

Terrible ...

Alcide ,

Ajax

Bienfaisant ,

Commanders.

fAd. G. B. Rodney (white)^

\Capt. Walter Young ...J

/ R. Ad. Rob. Digby (blue) \

\Capt. Philip Paton f

f R.Ad. Sir J . L.Ross (blue)\

\_Capt. J. Bowmaster J

Sir Chaloner Ogle ,

Edmund Affleck

John Houlton

Taylor Penny

James Cranston

John Elliot

Joseph Peyton

George Balfour .

Samuel Cornish ,

Adam Duncan...,

John Douglas ....

IJohn Brisbane...

Samuel Uvedale ,

John Macbride

Officers killed and
wounded.

r Lt. Mar. C. H.
J Strachan killed
\.Lt. Forbes wnd.

4

26

12 :Master wnd.

/Lieut. Forrest
^mortally wnd.

The number, force, and fate of the Spanish fleet was as

under :—

Gun Ship.

80 Phoenix (taken),

San Augustin (escaped),

San Genaro do.,

San Justo do.,

San Lorenzo do.,

San Julian (taken),

San Eugenio do.,

VOL. I.

70

Gun Ship.

( SanDomingo (blown up),

I Monarca (taken),

1 Princeza do.,

[Diligente do.,

2g/Sta Gertrudie (escaped),

ISta Rosalia do.
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The morning was further advanced when the signal was

made to the admiral that the fleet was in shoal water ; and

it then became necessary to get the ships' heads off shore.

Two of the Spanish prizes, the San Julian and San Euge-

nio, on board which prize crews had been put—but from

which, on account of the weather, it was found impossible

to remove the officers and crews—being greatly damaged

in their masts, were unable to get off shore with the rest

of the fleet, and the prize crews were overpowered by the

Spaniards, who carried the ships into Cadiz. Captain

Macbride's conduct, in reference to the surrender of the

Phoenix, does much honour to his memory. On board the

Bienfaisant the small-pox was raging with much virulence,

but, anxious to avert that scourge from extension amongst

the Spaniards, he addressed a letter to the Spanish admiral,

to the effect that he should not, under the circumstances,

remove the men from the ship, but should expect the

Spanish officers to consider themselves prisoners of

war on their parole of honour. The terms were rigidly

abided by.

On the 30th of January, the British 28-gun frigate

Surprise, Captain Samuel Iteeve, being off the Dodman, in

the English Channel, fell in with two French privateers, a

brig and ship, which Captain Reeve had been dispatched

from Plymouth in pursuit of. The brig effected her escape,

but having brought the largest, which was the Du Guai

Trouin, of 20 guns (eight-pounders), to action, she soon

compelled her to surrender, and Lieutenant Charles Henry

Lane, with a midshipman, and seven men, were sent on

board to take possession. The wind had by this time in

creased to a heavy gale, and it was with difficulty that the

British boat could get alongside the prize, and, in effecting

it, the boat was swamped and knocked to pieces. Lieute

nant Lane, with his small party, was thus placed among

1 30 Frenchmen, over whom he could not be expected to

exercise much, if any control ; and so heavy was the gale,

that it was found impossible to give him any further assist

ance from the Surprise. During one whole day the Sur

prise was not in sight, and it required the utmost firmness

on the part of Mr. Lane to keep the French crew from
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taking command of the ship. By dint of great perseverance

and courage, however, the Du Guai Trouin was carried

into Plymouth, and being a fine new ship, was purchased

into the British navy, under the same name.

On the 20th of March, Captain the Honourable W.

Cornwallis, in the 64-gun ship Lion, having in company

the 50-gun ship Bristol, Captain Toby Caulfield, and

44-gun ship Janus, Captain Bonovier Glover, being off

Monte Christi, fell in with a French squadron of five sail

and a convoy, under the command of M. de la Mothe

Piquet. The French squadron consisted of the 74-gun

ships Hannibal and Diademe, 64-gun ship Refleche, 56-

gun ship Amphion, and 32-gun frigate Amphitrite. The

French squadron was, when first discovered, to windward,

and on perceiving the inferiority of force of the British

ships, the French commodore made sail in chase ; upon

which Commodore Cornwallis made all sail with his ships

in line a-head. At 5h. p.m., the Hannibal having gained

on the British, opened her fire upon the Janus ; but, instead

of bringing that ship to close action as she might have

done, yawed occasionally to fire her broadside, and in this

way a running fight was kept up during the night. On

the morning of the 21st it was calm, and the Janus (by

this time at some distance astern of her consorts) was in

danger of falling into the hands of the enemy ; but Com

modore Cornwallis ordering the boats of the Lion and

Bristol a-head to tow, succeeded in getting into action with

the enemy, with whom a distant cannonading was kept up

for two hours, during which the Hannibal's mizen topmast

and fore-top-gallant mast were shot away. The French

squadron, taking advantage of a light air of wind, then hauled

off to windward, and the British ships employed the time

thus afforded in reeving new running rigging, and repairing

the damages sustained. At sunset, the French commodore

again stood towards the three British ships, but did not

get near enough to renew the action. At daylight on the

23rd, three fresh ships hove in sight, which proved to be

the 64-gun ship Ruby, and Niger and Pomona frigates, part

of Commodore Cornwallis's squadron ; upon seeing which

reinforcement, the French squadron hauled to the wind,

s 2
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and made all sail away. Notwithstanding every endeavour

to bring M. de la Mothe Piquet to action, it was found

impossible ; and after a long-continued chase, the latter

made his escape with his convoy. The British ships in

this engagement had only 12 men killed and wounded.

The conduct of the British ships, under these circum

stances, deserves the highest praise ; and the gallant com

modore and the captains, officers and seamen, received the

marked thanks of Sir Peter Parker.

Admiral Sir George Bridges Rodney, commander-in-chief

of the West India station, blockaded the French fleet,

under Comte de Guichen, lying in Fort Royal Bay, Marti

nique ; but on the night of the 15th of April, the latter

eluded the vigilance of the British admiral, and put to sea

with 23 sail of the line, five frigates, a corvette, a lugger,

and a cutter. The French fleet was composed of two 80-

gun ships, 1 1 of 74 guns, and ten 64-gun ships ; and the

British fleet, of 20 sail of the line and five frigates, was

composed of two ships of 90 guns, 1 1 of 74 guns, one of

70 guns, five of 64, and one of 60 guns. On the 16th of

April, Sir George Rodney having gone in pursuit of the

French admiral, overtook the enemy bearing north-west,

and about eight leagues to leeward of the Pearl Rock,

when he immediately made the signal for a general chase.

The wind was southerly, and at 5h. p.m. the two fleets

had shortened the distance between each other so much,

that the force of each was plainly discernible, and at sun

set Sir George Rodney found his fleet in line a-head, and

ordered the frigates to keep sight of the enemy during the

night.

At day-break on the 1 7th, the British fleet, in line a-head

on the starboard tack, was to windward of the enemy (the

wind being still southerly), who was observed forming on

the same tack. At 6h. a.m. the British admiral, judging

from the state of the French fleet that an attack on their

rear would be attended with success, communicated his

determination by signal; and having ordered his fleet to

wear and form the line on the larboard tack, at one cable's

length distance, he continued under easy sail till 8h. 30m.

Having by this time reached a desirable position, and being
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at no great distance to windward, Sir George Rodney made

the signal to bear up in line a-breast, and commence the

action. This manoeuvre, however, was adroitly frustrated

by the French admiral, who, observing that his rear was

about to be attacked, also wore round on the larboard tack,

thereby reversing his line. Sir George Rodney, thus foiled

in his design, hauled to the wind on the starboard tack, and

stood on for some time, until being nearly parallel with the

French fleet, at 11h. a.m. he made the preparatory sig

nal, and a little before noon made that for the fleet to bear

up in line abreast, and close the enemy. Orders so clear

and explicit, joined to the example of the commander-in-

chief, and the ships near him, could scarcely, one would

think, have been misunderstood ; yet so it was, for several

ships of the British van division, led by Captain Robert

Carkett, instead of obeying the signal, and following the

motions of the admiral, kept their luff in order to bring to

action the van ships of the French line, instead of endea

vouring to cut off their rear. Sir George Rodney, in the

Sandwich, brought to action a French ship which was

astern of the Comte de Guichen, and was nobly sup

ported by Rear-Admiral Rowley and the rear division ; and

but for the unfortunate mistake of the British van ships,

a blow might have been struck, which, if it had not led to

a complete victory, would at least have brought on a

decisive action, and Sir George Rodney would at that time

have gained the peerage he subsequently acquired. After

engaging till 4h. p.m., the French fleet bore up and made

sail before the wind, while from the disunited and crippled

state of the British fleet, it was found inexpedient, and,

indeed, impossible to pursue them. The ships composing

the British fleet, against each of which is placed the killed

and wounded, were as follows :—

 
Gun Ships. Killed. Wounded.

j'Adm. Sir G. B. Rodney

13 51 <^ (white),

 

(^Captain Walter Young,

JRear-Adm. H. Parker (red),

^Captain H. Harwood,
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Gun Ships-
t

Conqueror ...

Grafton

Vengeance ...

74/ Ajax

Elizabeth ...

Albion

Terrible

Cornwall

Suffolk

Montagu

..Magnificent

70 Boyne

f Stirling Castle

Trident

u-t. Yarmouth ...

Vigilant

I Intrepid

GO Medway ...

Total ...

Frigates, &c.—Centurion, Richard Braithwaite ; Venus, John Fer

guson ; Pegasus, Greyhound, Andromeda, and Deal Castle ; Cap

tains John Bazely, William Dixon, Henry Byrne, and William

Fooks.

The officers killed and wounded on, board the fleet were

as follows :—Captain the Hon. Henry St. John, Lieutenants

Deacon and Hooper (both of Intrepid), Monckton (Sand

wich), and Wigmore (Medway), killed; and Captains

Houlton and Newnham, Lieutenants Hon. A. J. Cochrane

(Montagu), Steward (Grafton), Edward Smith (Grafton),

Captain of marines Carey, and Ogle, 87th regiment (of Mon

tagu) ; lieutenant of marines Harriott (Elizabeth), and the

gunner of the Intrepid wounded. Total—killed, 120;

wounded, 362. The French loss amounted, including offi

cers, to 158 killed and 820 wounded.

Captains Carkett and Bateman were very severely dealt

with, and the latter was dismissed the service by a court-

martial. That their conduct proceeded from error in judg-

Killed. Wounded. _ ,

I Rear-Adm. Joshua Rowley

^ (red),

^Captain Thomas Watson,

i Commodore T. Collingwood,

\ Captain T. Newnham,

f Commodore W. Hotham,

\Captain J. Holloway,

Samuel Uvedale,

Hon. F. Maitland,

Geo. Bowyer,

John Douglas,

Timothy Edwards,

Thomas Crespin,

John Houlton,

John Elphinstone,

Charles Cotton,

Robert Carkett,

A. J. P. Molloy,

Nat. Bateman,

Sir G. Hume, Bart. ,

Hon. H. St. John,

William Affleck.

13 36

2 30

1 6

4 13

9 15

3 2

21 49

— 12

9 20

1 10

2
 

4 34

14 2G

5 15

— 2

7 9

2 2

115 352
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ment only, must have been evident from their previous gal

lantry ; and we cannot avoid expressing an opinion that Rear-

Admiral Hyde Parker, who was in command of the division,

and not these captains (whose principal fault was that they

had risen simply by merit), was answerable for the disobe

dience, as it was termed, but more properly misconstruc

tion of the admiral's signals. Why did not Rear-Admiral

Parker, in the Princess Royal, bear up in obedience to Sir

George Rodney's signal ? Surely Captain Carkett, the

gallant first lieutenant of the Monmouth, 60, when she

captured the Foudroyant, and who so nobly fought the

ship after Captain Gardiner's death, might have been spared

the severe infliction of such a letter as he received from

Admiral Rodney ; and Captain Bateman, also, whose ship

had more killed and wounded on board her than his rear-

admiral's ship, ought not to have been selected as a victim

to appease the disappointment of the public

A second partial engagement took place between these

fleets on the 19th of May, but no material advantage was

gained on either side, and the loss on the part of the Bri

tish, except on board the Albion and Vigilant—the former

of which had 12 men killed and 61 wounded, and the

the latter, nine killed and 15 wounded—was very small.

The Albion and Conqueror received much damage in their

masts and rigging.

On the 7th of June, in the morning, the British 32-gun

frigate Iris, Captain James Hawker, being on a cruize off

the North American coast, discovered a strange sail on her

lee beam, and having wore, immediately stood towards

her. The stranger was the French 36-gun frigate Her-

mione, commanded by M. La Touche, who had a short

time previously made a pompous speech to the State of Mas

sachusetts Bay, offering to scour the coast of the British

frigates. The two frigates, having approached each other

within musket-shot, exchanged broadsides as they passed

on opposite tacks ; and the Iris wearing round, brought the

Hermione to close action, both ships running off the wind.

After an action of one hour and twenty minutes' duration,

the Hermione made all sail in order to get away. The Iris

lost no time in making sail after her opponent ; but having
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received much damage in her spars, and in particular having

had most of her studding sail booms shot away, she was

unable to overtake her. After following the Hermione for

some time, a strange sail hove in sight a-head, to which

the French frigate made signals as if in recognition, upon

which Captain Hawker judged it prudent to discontinue

the pursuit. In hauling to the wind the Iris's fore-topsail

yard went in the slings, and her lower masts, being so much

wounded, it was feared, would follow : the smoothness of

the water alone preserved them.

In this action the Iris sustained a loss of seven men

killed, and Lieutenant Bourne, of the marines (mortally), and

nine men wounded. The Hermione escaped into Boston,

and Captain La Touche had very little reason to boast of his

action with the Iris.

On the loth of June, the British 32-gun frigate Apollo,

Captain Philemon Pownall, cruizing in company with the

Cleopatra, Captain Murray, was dispatched in chase of a

cutter in the south-west quarter. At 10h. 30m. a.m.,

being then nearly in gun-shot of the cutter, a large ship

was observed standing out from the land towards the

Apollo, upon which Captain Pownall relinquished the chase

of the cutter, and endeavoured to close with the stranger.

The wind was about north-east, and the stranger, standing

to the northward on the starboard tack, was enabled to cross

the Apollo's bows. At 11h. the stranger tacked to the

eastward, and the Apollo also hove about, until the

stranger being on her weather quarter, the Apollo again

tacked, as did also the enemy.

The stranger, which was the French 32-gun merchant

frigate Stanislaus (but having only 26 long 12-pounders

mounted), and the Apollo exchanged broadsides in passing,

when the latter again tacking, brought her to close action

under all sail at about noon. As the fight proceeded, the

two ships edged off the wind, standing in for Ostend. The

mutual cannonading had continued nearly an hour, when the

brave Captain Pownall was killed, and the command of the

ship devolved on Lieutenant Edward Pellew,* who continued

* The late Admiral Lord Exmouth.
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the fight with great spirit, until finding the intention of

the enemy was to run ashore, and being then in little more

than 20 feet water, he deemed it prudent, with the advice of

the other officers, to wear the ship and come to the wind with

her head off shore. In a few minutes after she disconti

nued the action, the Stanislaus took the ground, and her

foremast and main-topmast fell over the side.

Ostend being neutral ground, it was considered improper

to violate the neutrality by renewing the engagement, and

while the point was under discussion the Stanislaus fired a

gun to leeward to claim the protection of the Dutch. The

action, therefore, was not recommenced. The Stanislaus

was afterwards got off and carried into Ostend, where she

was bought by the British government and added to the

navy by the name of Proselyte. The Apollo lost in the

action, besides her captain, five men killed and 20 wounded.

Her rigging was cut to pieces, and she had three feet water

in her hold when she left off the action. The loss of the

French ship is not recorded.

On the 1st of July, the British 50-gun ship Romney,

Acting Captain Roddam Home, cruizing off Cape Finis-

terre, fell in with and, after a chase and close action of forty

minutes, captured the French 18-pounder 40-gun frigate

Artois, Captain M. de Fabre. The Artois, out of a crew of

460 men, had 20 killed and 40 wounded ; and the Rom

ney only two men wounded. The Artois was by far the

finest frigate at that time afloat, which for a long time she

continued to be, and became a most valuable acquisition to

the British navy, to which she was added under the same

name.

On the 4th of July, the British 32-gun frigates Prudente

and Licorne, Captains the Hon. W. Waldegrave and

Thomas Cadogan, cruizing off Cape Ortegal, at 10h. a.m.

discovered and chased a large frigate. Light airs and

foggy weather delayed the pursuing ships for some time ;

but the Prudente, having at midnight brought the stranger

to close action, fought her until, having lost her mainmast

and having five feet water in her hold, on the approach of

the Licorne she struck. The prize proved to be the French

40-gun frigate Capricieuse, but with only 32 guns mounted



266 [1780.BATTLES OF

and 308 men, commanded by M. de Rausanne, who fell in

the action. So desperate had been the defence of the

Capricieuse, that after being surveyed it was considered

impossible to convey her into port ; and as soon as the

prisoners were removed she was set on fire and destroyed.

The necessity of destroying so fine a frigate as the Capri

cieuse, a ship of 1,100 tons, and only a few months old,

was much to be lamented, and the act of her destruction

does not appear to be justified by the report of her survey.*

The Capricieuse lost her first and second captains and about

100 men killed and wounded, and the British loss amounted

in the Prudente to four midshipmen (John Dismond, Richard

Montgomery, Thomas England, and William Dismond),

12 seamen and one marine killed, one lieutenant (Joseph

Ellison, lost right arm), one midshipman (William McCar

thy), 25 seamen, and four marines wounded, three of

whom mortally. The Licorne had three men killed and

seven wounded.

On the 14th of July, the French 12-pounder 36-gun fri

gate Belle Poule was captured off the French coast by the

British 64-gun ship Nonsuch, Captain Sir James Wallace,

after a running action of long duration, in which the frigate

had 24 men killed and 50 wounded. The Nonsuch had

three men killed and two mortally and eight slightly

wounded. The Belle Poule was added under the same

name to the British navy.

On the 22nd of July, the British 20-gun ship Porcupine,

Captain Sir Charles Knowles, while cruizing off Valencia,

after a very gallant action, beat off two large Spanish po-

lacres, the largest of which mounted 28 long 9-pounders

and the smallest 24 guns. A third and smaller vessel

joined in the combat, but after several unsuccessful attacks

* The following statement of damages was made previous to the

destruction of this beautiful ship :—

" Fore-mast shot in several places; fore-topmost over the side;

mainmast shot away ten feet above the deck, lying fore and aft ;

mizen-mast shot in several places ; mizen-topmast the same ; all her

spare-yards and masts rendered unserviceable by shot ; a number of

shot holes betwixt wind and water ; and many other damages ; and

we left her with six feet water in the hold," &c.
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the whole made sail away. The Porcupine, owing to the

bad gunnery of the Spanish vessels, had only four men

wounded. A few days afterwards Sir Charles Knowles,

having in company the Minorca sloop, Captain Lawson,

brought to action off the Barbary coast the French 32-gun

frigate Montreal. After an engagement of near two

hours the ships separated, the Porcupine having had three

men killed and two wounded, and the Minorca two men

killed.

On the 10th of August, at 4h. 30m. p.m., while the Bri

tish 36-gun frigate Flora, Captain William Peere Williams,

was cruizing off Ushant, a frigate and a cutter were dis

covered to leeward. The wind was moderate from east-

north-east, and the strangers were observed to be on the

starboard tack about four miles distant. The Flora in

stantly bore up and made all sail in chase, and the ship,

which was the 36-gun frigate Nymphe, having backed her

mizen-topsail, the Flora at 5h. 10m. got abreast of her

within musket-shot and commenced the action. The can

nonading was continued with great spirit for an hour, the

ships gradually getting nearer each other, until the Flora's

wheel being shot away the ship fell on board the Nymphe.

The action continued unabated for fifteen minutes, when

the enemy quitted their guns and made several attempts to

board ; but they were repulsed with great loss. The Bri

tish crew, headed by Lieutenant Edward Thornborough,

then boarded the Nymphe, and, after a short but severe

struggle, hauled down the French colours. The Nymphe,

commanded by the Chevalier du Romain, commenced the

action with 291 men. She was pierced for 40 guns, but

had only 32 long 12 and 6-pounders mounted. She lost her

first and second captains, her first lieutenant, and other

officers ; in all, 63 killed and 68 (including a great many

officers) wounded. The Flora was an 18-pounder frigate,

mounting, including carronades, 42 guns, with a crew of

259 men, of which she had nine killed, and the master (Mr.

Creed) and 17 men wounded. This action reflects much

credit on all concerned, and the first-lieutenant (the late

gallant Admiral Sir Edward) Thornborough was deserv

edly promoted in consequence. The Nymphe was added
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to the British navy under the same name, as a 12-pounder

36-gun frigate.

On the 13th of August, the British 64-gun ship Bien-

faisant and 44-gun ship Charon, Captains John Macbride

and John Symonds, having the Irish trade under convoy,

and being off the Old Head of Kinsale, discovered and

chased a large ship. At 7h. 30m. a.m. the Bienfaisant

brought the stranger, who hoisted French colours, to ac

tion, and being well supported by the Charon, the enemy

was compelled at 9h. a.m. to haul down her colours. The

prize proved to be the French 64-gun privateer Comte

d'Artois, having a crew of 640 men, and commanded by

the Chevalier de Clonard, lieutenant de vaisseau. She had

21 men killed and 35 men wounded. The Bienfaisant had

three men killed and 22 wounded ; and the Charon one

man wounded.

On the 30th of September, the British 32-gun frigate

Pearl, Captain George Montagu, cruizing offBermuda, over

took and captured, after a well- contested action, the French

merchant frigate Esperance, mounting 28 guns, 12-poun-

ders. The Pearl sustained a loss in the action of Lieutenant

Foulke, of the marines, and five men killed, and the mas

ter (Mr. Dunbar) and nine men wounded. Out of a crew

of 123 men, the Esperance had 20 men killed and 24

wounded. The prize was added to the British navy under

the name of Clinton.

On the 2nd of November, the British 14-gun brig Zephyr,

Captain John Inglis, captured after a gallant action the

French 18-gun ship Senegal (formerly the British Race

horse), lying with some prizes in the river Gambia. The

loss on the part of the French amounted to 12 men killed

and 22 wounded, and on board the Zephyr to two killed

and four wounded. The Senegal unfortunately took fire

and blew up on the 22nd of November, when preparing for

the homeward voyage, whereby Lieutenant George Crofts

and 22 officers and men perished.

On the 30th of December, war being declared by the

British against Holland, the Dutch 54-gun ship Princess

Caroline was captured off the Goodwin by the British 74-

gun ship Bellona, Captain Richard Onslow. The Dutch loss
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amounted to four men killed and 1 2 wounded, and the Bri

tish to one killed and two wounded. The prize was added

to the British navy under the same name.

1781.—The war was still prosecuted with the utmost

vigour, and in addition to that carried on against the re

bellious Americans, the French, and the Spaniards, the

Dutch also took part against her old ally. It will, how

ever, be seen that, notwithstanding the odds against her,

England by means of her navy still continued triumphant.

On the 4th of January, the British 74-gun ships Cou-

rageux and Valiant, Captains Lord Mulgrave and Samuel

Goodall, being off Brest, gave chase to three French fri

gates, but were only able to overtake one ; which, after a

running fight with the Courageux of great obstinacy, sur

rendered. The ship captured was the (late British) 32-gun

frigate Minerva, Captain the Chevalier de Grimouard, and

she sustained a loss in the combat of 49 men killed and her

captain and 23 wounded : her hull was much damaged

and her masts rendered unserviceable. The Courageux

also was much damaged by the frigate's fire, and had ten

men killed and seven wounded. The Minerva was restored

to the British navy under the name of Recovery.

On the 5th of January, the Dutch 50-gun ship Rotter

dam, Captain Volbergen, was captured by the British 50-

gun ship Warwick, Captain the Hon. George Keith Elphin-

stone, after a smart action, in which the Dutch loss was

severe and the Warwick's none. The Rotterdam was

added to the British navy under the same name.

On the 22nd January, in the morning, the British 36-gun

frigate Prudente, being in company with the Proserpine,

gave chase to a strange sail, but outsailing her consort, the

Prudente continued the pursuit alone. At night she

brought the stranger to action within pistol-shot, but the

latter, having put in practice some clever manoeuvre, suc

ceeded in getting away, and the Prudente did not again

get sight of her until the 24th ; but she however escaped a

second time in the night. On the 26th the stranger was

again seen to leeward without a main-topsail-yard, and

the Prudente having once more closed with her, she hauled

down her colours and was taken possession of. The prize
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proved to be the French 32-gun privateer American, and

had on board a crew of 245 men. She had thrown over

board her quarter-deck guns in the chase, so that she had

only 24 guns on board (long 8-pounders) when captured.

On the 25th of February, the British 32-gun frigate Cer

berus, Captain Robert Mann, while cruizing about 20

leagues to the westward of Cape Finisterre, gave chase to

a frigate bearing south-west. Having in a few hours closed

with the stranger, the Cerberus opened fire upon her, and

in less than twenty minutes compelled her to strike. She

proved to be the Spanish 28-gun frigate Grana, Captain

Don Nicolas de Medina, and commenced the action with

166 men, of which she had six killed and 17 wounded.

The Grana was added to the British navy by the same name.

On the 16th of March, a partial and indecisive action

took place off the Chesapeak, between the British squa

dron of six sail of the line, one 50- gun ship, and four

frigates, under Vice-Admiral Marriot Arbuthnot, and a

French squadron of seven sail of the line, one 44-gun ship,

two frigates, and one 64- gun ship, armed en flute, under

M. Destouches. The brunt of the action was borne by

the Robust, Europe, and Prudent ; Captains Philips Cosby,

Smith Child, and Thomas Burnet ; but after an hour's en

gagement the French squadron made off, leaving the Bri

tish ships which had been engaged in too crippled a state

to pursue them, and the British squadron returned to Lynn

Haven Bay to refit.

On the 16th of April, a British squadron, consisting

of the

Gun Ship.

frigates, &c—Diana, Active, Jason, San Carlos, R.

Charlotte—together with a large convoy of transports and

East India ships, lying in Porto Praya Bay, in the Island

50 Romney ..

74 Hero

64 Monmouth

fCommodore George Johnstone,

\Captain Roddam Home,

,, Charles Wood,

,, James Alms,
 

Thomas Pasley (query),

Hon. Thomas Lumley,
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of St. Jago, on its way to the Cape of Good Hope, was

attacked by a French squadron under Commodore the Che

valier de Suffrein. Commodore Johnstone, rendered in

cautious by considering the neutrality of the port a secu

rity, was engaged in watering the ships, and had taken

no measures to place them in a posture for defence.

Chance, however, favoured the British ; for, from the

shoalness of the water in shore, the largest ships—Hero,

Monmouth, Isis, and Jupiter—were compelled to anchor

outside, and opposed their broadsides to the entrance of the

bay. While the British ships were in this unprepared state,

and great part of the crews being on shore, the French squa

dron at about 9h. 30m. a.m. appeared in the offing. The men

were immediately recalled from the shore and the ships put

in the best posture which the time permitted for defence.

The French squadron was soon made out to be five sail

of the line, as follows :—74-gun ships Heros and Hanni

bal ; and 64-gun ships Artesien, Sphynx, and Vengeur,

and several frigates and smaller vessels, in all eleven sail,

which, having a fine breeze of wind, at 10h. 45m. rounded

the east point of land, and stood in line of battle towards

the British squadron. Shortly afterwards Commodore Suf

frein, in the Heros, dropped anchor abreast of the Mon

mouth, intending to bring up with a spring on the cable,

so as to engage that ship ; but having too much way

through the water, the cable parted and the ship drove

alongside the Hero. The French commodore was followed

by other ships of his squadron, and in a short time the

firing became general. So well, however, did the two

outermost ships of the British squadron fight their guns,

that the French were beaten off with considerable loss.

All except the Hannibal succeeded in getting out of the bay

without difficulty ; but that ship, being latterly opposed to

the united fire of the British, was totally dismasted and

completely in the power of the British. But although the

commodore by dispatching two of his frigates might with

out difficulty have made a prize of this ship, she was per

mitted to escape with a small sail set on the stump of her

foremast, and was subsequently taken in tow by a French

frigate.
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After some deliberation, the British commodore deter

mined to slip and go in pursuit of the enemy ; but being

accompanied in the chase by the convoy, from whom he did

not choose to separate, he as a matter of course did not

gain much in the chase, and at sunset returned to his

anchorage in Porto Praya.

The loss sustained in this very discreditable affair, on

the part of the British commander, was as follows :—

Romney seven men, Hero and Jupiter, each two men,

and Monmouth six men wounded ; the Isis, four killed and

five wounded ; and the Jason, Lieutenant George Keith

and one man killed and seven wounded. The East India

ships suffered more by the enemy's fire than the ships of

war; and, in the whole, the British loss amounted to 36

killed and 147 wounded. The French made one capture

among the East India ships, but this vessel was retaken by

the squadron on the next day. Had Commodore John

stone pursued the French squadron in a spirited manner,

the whole would, in all probability, have fallen into his

hands ; the excuse he pleaded for not doing so was his

orders.

On the 20th of April, as the British 28-gun frigate

Resource, Captain Bartholomew Samuel Rowley, on the

Jamaica station, was cruizing off Cape Blaise, a strange

sail was observed standing towards her. Having tacked

and made the private signal, which remained unanswered,

the Resource was cleared for action, and hove to for the

enemy. At 4h. 30m. p.m. the stranger hoisted French

colours, ranged up alongside the British frigate, and com

menced the action, which continued unabated until 6h.,

when the French ship hauled down her colours. The prize

proved to be the late British 24-gun ship Unicorn (captured

in the preceding year by a French squadron) ; and, in addi

tion to her 20 long nine-pounders, she mounted eight car-

ronades, 12-pounders, with a crew of 181 men, commanded

by the Chevalier de St. Ture. The bravery of the attack

upon the Resource, a ship of much superior force to the

Unicorn, is worthy of great praise, nor was she surrendered

until reduced to an unmanageable state, with the loss of

eight men killed and 30 wounded. The Resource had on
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board Major Alexander Campbell, with a party of Loyal

American Rangers and artillerymen, and from the large

number on her decks, her loss was severe, amounting

to 15 men killed and 30 wounded; among the latter was

the second lieutenant, Valentine Edwards. The Unicorn

was restored to the British navy as a 24-gun ship.

On the 29th of April, an action took place off Fort Royal

Bay, Martinique, between the British and French fleets

under Rear-Admiral Sir Samuel Hood and Comte de Grasse.

Although the French fleet was greatly superior in point of

force, and also possessed the advantage of the wind, and

of superior sailing qualities, the French admiral declined

bringing on a decisive engagement ; and notwithstanding

every exertion was made by the British fleet to bring the

enemy to close action, it was, from the causes above

mentioned, found impracticable. In the partial and distant

cannonading which took place, the principal loss and

damage sustained was by the Centaur, Russel, Shrewsbury,

and Gibraltar, and other ships of the rear division. The

Centaur sustained a loss of her captain (John Neal Pleydell

Nott), Lieutenant James Plowden, and 10 men killed ; and

one lieutenant of marines and 26 men wounded. The

Russel (Captain Andrew Sutherland) had the master, Robert

Johnson, and six men killed, and 16 wounded ; the Shrews

bury (Captain Mark Robinson), six men killed and 14

wounded ; and the Gibraltar (Rear-Admiral Drake), five

killed and 16 wounded. The total loss sustained by the

British fleet was 36 killed and 161 wounded, and the

French loss, 119 killed and 150 wounded. The Centaur

and Russel received much damage in their hulls ; the

latter was reduced to a sinking state, and with difficulty

reached the island of St. Eustatius. The two fleets re

mained in sight of each other for several days, but no

action of any great consequence occurred.

On the 1st of May, the British 74-gun ship Canada,

Captain Sir George Collier, having been detached by Vice-

Admiral Darby, commander-in-chief of the Channel fleet,

to watch the port of Brest, discovered and chased a squa

dron of small ships, which dispersing on the approach of

the Canada, she chased the largest. After a pursuit of no

VOL. i. t
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less than 210 miles, the Canada, on the morning of the 2nd,

overtook the chase, which hoisted Spanish colours. After

a running fight, which was prolonged to an hour and a

half, in consequence of the heavy sea, which prevented the

Canada from opening her lower deck ports, the frigate was

compelled to surrender, after having had a great number of

her crew killed and wounded. The prize proved to be the

Santa Leocadia, commanded by Don Francisco de Wen-

thuisen (who lost his arm in the action), pierced for 40

guns, but had only 34, principally long 12-pounders,

mounted. The Santa Leocadia was a remarkably fine, fast-

sailing ship, and was added to the British navy under the

same name. The Canada does not appear to have suffered

any loss, but had one of the trunnions of a gun on the

lower deck shot off, and the gun dismounted.

On the 14th of May, the British 64-gun ship Nonsuch,

Captain Sir James Wallace, being off Brest, and the ad

vanced ship of Vice-Admiral Darby's fleet, at 8h. p.m. got

sight of a large ship bearing east south-east, to which she

gave chase. At 10h. 30m., having got alongside the chase,

which was discovered to be a large line-of-battle ship, a

mutual cannonading took place, which continued at close

quarters till midnight. During the action the ships fell

foul of each other, carrying away the spritsail-yard of the

Nonsuch, and breaking the fluke of her anchor. The

two ships having separated, the French ship made all

the sail she could set to get away, which the Nonsuch,

having suffered greatly in her rigging, and having lost her

mizenmast, was unable for the time to prevent ; but no

time was lost in making sail after her antagonist, and at

daylight on the 15th she again discovered her. The

enemy, which was the French 74-gun ship Active, ob

serving the damaged state of her late opponent, waited her

approach, and at oh, a.m. the action recommenced with

great spirit, and lasted till 6h. 30m. By this time the

Nonsuch had her fore-yard shot away, all her masts,

sails, and rigging cut to pieces, and several of her guns

dismounted ; and Sir James Wallace, finding he had no

chance of overcoming a ship so much superior in size and

weight of metal, determined on relinquishing the contest,
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and hauled to the wind : the Active succeeded in reach

ing Brest. In this most gallant encounter the Nonsuch,

whose full complement was only 500 men, sustained a very

severe loss, amounting to 26 men killed and 64 wounded.

Her opponent, which commenced the action with 750 men,

had one lieutenant and 14 men killed and 38 wounded ;

and that the damage to her hull was great, may he inferred

from her having relinquished the engagement when to all

appearance the victory was within her reach. The Active,

commanded by M. de Boades, belonged to the squadron of

M. de la Mothe Piquet.

On the afternoon of the 27th of May, the British 16-gun

brig Atalanta and 14-gun brig Trespassey, Captains Ed

ward Edwards and James Smith, while cruizing off the

North American coast, got sight of a sail in the south-east ;

but perceiving on closing the stranger that she was a large

frigate, the two British vessels hauled to the wind, and

endeavoured to get away. The frigate chased the brigs

all night, and at noon, on the 28th, was within half a mile

to leeward, when she hoisted American colours. Finding

an action inevitable, Captain Edwards determined on

attacking the frigate, and the two brigs bore up accord

ingly. The action, under circumstances so unfavourable to

the two British vessels, was continued for two hours and a

half. Captain Smith was unfortunately killed at a little

past lh. p.m., but Lieutenant King continued the action

with great spirit, until the brig being perfectly disabled,

with five out of her small crew (originally not more than

80) killed, and 10 wounded, was compelled to strike.

The Atalanta continued the action for some time after the

Trespassey had surrendered ; but was at length compelled

to surrender, having a great many men killed and wounded.

Among the latter was Lieutenant Samuel Arden, who lost

his right arm ; but with a heroism which does great honour

to his memory, after having his wound temporarily dressed,

he returned to the deck, and continued to assist in fight

ing the ship. The ship which had captured the two brigs

was the American 40-gun frigate Alliance, of 300 men,

commanded by Captain Berry. The Atalanta was retaken

by a squadron of British frigates while steering for Boston.
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On the 30th of May, the British 36-gun frigate Flora

and 28-gun frigate Crescent, Captains William Peere Wil

liams and Hon. Thomas Pakenham, belonging to the

Gibraltar squadron, chased the two Dutch 36-gun frigates

Castor and Brill. At 5h. a.m. the two British frigates en

gaged the two Dutch ships, the Flora singling out the Cas

tor, and the Crescent engaging the Brill. After an action

of two hours' duration, the Castor, commanded by Captain

Pieter Melvill, having had 22 men killed and 41 wounded,

surrendered.

The Crescent being the smaller ship (the Brill being of

the same size as the Castor), had more trouble, and unfor

tunately the Flora had received so much injury in her

spars in her engagement with the Castor, that Captain

Williams was unable to proceed to Captain Pakenham's

assistance, who, after a most gallant resistance—his ship

having lost her mainmast, and being otherwise completely

defenceless—ordered the colours to be hauled down. The

Brill, however, had received so much damage, that she was

unable to take possession of the Crescent, and observing

the endeavours of the Flora to take part in the action, made

off, and in a shattered condition reached Cadiz. The loss

sustained in this double frigate action was as follows :—on

board the Flora, nine men killed and 32 wounded, eight

mortally ; and on board the Crescent, Captain Hayward, of

the navy, a volunteer, and 25 men killed, and Lieutenant

Ellery (mortally) and 66 men wounded.

Having once struck his colours, Captain Pakenham, with

a degree of honour the remembrance of which might have

shamed certain French captains in later times, refused to

resume command of the Crescent ; and Captain Williams,

having in a manner effected a recapture of her, put on board

Lieutenant John Bligh to take command of the prize.

The two British frigates, and their prize the Castor,

while on their voyage to England, were fallen in with by

two French frigates ; and Captain Williams, aware of the

helpless state of his prize, and also of the Crescent, made

the signal for each ship to take a different course ; but the

Flora alone escaped, and Captain Williams had the mortifi

cation of witnessing the recapture of his hard-earned prize,
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and of the Crescent. The ships which captured the Bri

tish frigate and the Castor were the French frigates

Friponne and La Gloire. Captain Pakenham was after

wards tried by court-martial for the surrender of the

Crescent to the Brill, and, as might have been expected,

was most honourably acquitted, together with his officers

and ship's company.

On the 2ndJuly, a small squadron on the North American

station, under the command ofCaptain Henry Francis Evans,

in the 28-gun frigate Charleston, consisting of the 14-gun

brigs Allegiance and Vulture, Captains David Phipps and

Rupert George, together with the Vernon and Jack, armed

ships, bound to Cape Breton, with a convoy of 14 sail,

was chased by two French ships. These were the 40-

gun frigate Astree and 36-gun frigate Hermione, Cap

tains de la Perouse and de la Touche. Finding that

the enemy gained rapidly in the pursuit, Captain Evans

formed his little squadron in line a-head, and at about 8h.

p.m., the frigates having arrived up, the action commenced.

The Jack, being more exposed to the fire of the enemy,

was compelled to strike ; but so vigorous was the fire of

the remaining British ships, that the two frigates sheered

off, carrying with them their single and paltry trophy. In

the engagement, which lasted two hours, Captain Evans

was unfortunately killed, together with seven of the Charles

ton's crew, and 29 wounded. The Allegiance sustained a

loss of one man killed and five wounded ; the Vulture, one

killed and two wounded ; and the Vernon, seven killed and

six wounded. On the death of Captain Evans, Captain

Phipps became the senior officer ; and, during the night, he

made a signal to the squadron to alter the course a few

points, so that on the following morning the enemy was

not in sight, and the convoy was preserved. The great

disparity of force existing between the French frigates and

the British squadron rendered the spirited defence of the

latter very creditable ; and it is greatly to be lamented that

the death of the gallant commodore should have deprived

him of the rewards due to him.

The next action of importance in this year is a very gal

lant one, fought between the English and Dutch squadrons,



278 [1781.BATTLES OF

under Vice-Admiral Hyde Parker and Rear-Admiral Zout-

man. The British squadron, heing off the Dogger Bank,

on its return to England with the Baltic traders, consisted

of the following :—

Gun Ship.

74 Fortitude fife^ (Kd)-

80

74

64

60

50

44

'\Captain George Robertson,

Princess Amelia . „ John Macartney,

Berwick

Bienfaisant

Buffalo

Preston . . .

Dolphin ...

James Ferguson,

Richard Braithwaite,

William Truscott,

Alexander Graeme,

William Blair.

Frigates—Belle Poule, Phillip Patton ; Latona, Sir Hyde

Parker ; Cleopatra, George Murray ; Artois, John Mac-

bride ; Iphigenia, Charles Hope ; and Tartar, Robert Sut

ton. Sloops, cutters, &c—Cabot, Alert, Leith, Busy,

Sprightly, and Surprize.

On the 5th of August, at day-break, the Dutch squadron

was discovered steering nearly the same course as the Bri

tish, and also escorting a fleet of merchant ships. The

Dutch squadron consisted of the following :—

Gun Ship.

68 Admiral de Ruyter

(nag),

74 Admiral General,

64 Hollandia,

- . f Batave,

°4 I Admiral PeitHein,

50

44

Ems Prince,

Argo.

Frigates of 36 Guns.

Venus,

Medemblick,

Zephyr,

Amphitrite,

Bellona,

Dolphin (24 guns),

Cutters.

Ajax,

South Carolina.

At a little past 4h. a.m. Vice-Admiral Parker made the

signal for his squadron to separate from the convoy, which

he finally placed under the charge of Captain Sutton, in

the Tartar, and directed him to make the best of his way

to England. Having settled this necessary preliminary,

the British squadron, at 6h. a.m., was ordered to form a
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line of battle, at two cables' length distance, and make all

sail in chase. The Dutch admiral shewed no inclination,

however, to avoid an action, and, having stationed his fri

gates and convoy to leeward of the squadron, hauled to the

wind on the larboard tack under easy sail. The morning

was fine and clear, with a light breeze of wind from north

east, and the British being to windward were soon bearing

down in good order to the attack. At 8h. a.m. the British

ships, the Berwick leading, having been suffered to approach

within pistol-shot distance to windward without the enemy's

having fired a shot, the action commenced, which, for steadi

ness on both sides, has been in few instances surpassed ; but,

owing to some little confusion among the British ships in

taking up their stations, occasioned in some measure from

the damages sustained by the fall of spars at the commence

ment, the ships were not so equally matched as they

should have been. In such an action there is little occa

sion or room for individual detail, and it is merely neces

sary to state that, after an incessant cannonading of three

hours and forty minutes, Vice-Admiral Parker hauled

down the signal for battle, and the British ships hove to, to

repair damages.

As may be expected, the killed and wounded were very

numerous in both squadrons, and both also, but particu

larly the Dutch, had sustained severe damages. The Forti

tude lost in the action 20 men killed, and Lieutenants Har

rington (mortally), Waghorn, and Hinckley, the boatswain,

pilot, and 67 men wounded; the Princess Amelia had her cap

tain (John Macartney), the gunner, and 19 men killed, and

Lieutenants Hill, Smith, and Leggatt, and 56 men wounded;

Berwick, two midshipmen and the pilot and 1 8 men killed,

and Lieutenants Skipsey and Maxwell, Captain Campbell,

and Lieutenant Stewart (of the marines), six midshipmen,

and 58 men wounded ; Bienfaisant, six men killed, and the

gunner and 21 men wounded ; Buffalo, 20 men killed, and

Lieutenant Randall (mortally), the boatswain, and 64 men

wounded ; Preston, 10 men killed, and Captain Graeme

(lost right arm), Lieutenant Hotchkys, and 40 men wound

ed; Dolphin, Lieutenant Dalby and 11 men killed,

and the boatswain and 33 men wounded. Total, 109 killed
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and 362 (many mortally) wounded. The damages sustained

by each ship were as follows :—

Fortitude, ten shot between wind and water, masts, &c,

badly wounded, most of the standing and running rigging

shot away, and seven guns rendered unserviceable ; Princess

Amelia, lower masts and bowsprit rendered unserviceable,

and hull much damaged; Berwick, 14 shot between wind

and water, mizen-topmast shot away, several ports beat

into one, ten guns dismounted, and part of the poop shot

away; Bienfaisant, hull and masts much damaged, and

main-topmast shot away ; Buffalo, 39 shot passed through

the hull, her stern gallery beat to pieces, and masts, &c,

much damaged ; Preston, five shot between wind and water,

32 421b. shot sticking in her sides, and 14 passed clean

through her ; Dolphin, all her masts, &c, much damaged.

The Dutch loss was even more severe, and one ship—

the Hollandia—went down the same night in shallow

water. Her flag, which was kept flying, was taken away by

the Belle Poule and carried to Admiral Parker. The total

loss in the Dutch squadron, exclusive of the crew of the

Hollandia, is reported to have been 142 killed and 403

wounded.

After the action was discontinued by Vice-Admiral Par

ker, the Dutch admiral, finding himself at liberty in a man

ner which must have surprised him, put before the wind

with his shattered ships, and with the exception of one

ship reached Holland. The chivalry evinced by Rear-Ad-

miral Zoutman in this action was worthy of the most palmy

days of Dutch prowess. In permitting the British ships

to close his squadron without opening a fire upon them,

he relinquished an incalculable advantage ; for the effect

of their fire when they did commence proved that they did

not lack skill in gunnery. On the other hand, it appears

that Admiral Parker had it in his power to have effected

more than he did ; at least, he might have secured some other

and more suitable trophy than that of the flag of the Hollan

dia, had he used a little more perseverance.*

* Subsequently to writing the above we turned to Ekins's Naval

Battles, pp. 139 et seq., and, in a manuscript account furnished by
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However, as the action terminated, it was quite clear

that it was a drawn battle and a very bloody one. The

Dutch claimed a victory, and published an exaggerated

version, which certainly detracts considerably from the

praise which would otherwise have been their due ; and

the States- General liberally rewarded all the captains and

other officers. One of the modes of conferring distinction

on the junior officers present in the action was by allowing

them to wear epaulets. The British government awarded

no honours to Vice-Admiral Parker or any of his officers ;

but whether this arose from party feeling or from a belief

that all was not done which might have been done, is not so

clearly defined.

On the 7th of August, the British 14-gun brig Helena,

Captain Francis Roberts, at 5h. a.m., was off the Rock of

Gibraltar, to which place she was bound. The Helena

was to the southward of Cabrita Point, and a third across to

wards Europa Point ; and it being a dead calm, the crew were

endeavouring to sweep towards the rock with their oars.

She was, however, soon discovered by the Spanish gun-boats

in Algesiras Bay, 14 of which immediately stood towards her.

Captain (or Brigadier) Roger Curtis, incommand of the Bril

liant frigate, observing the danger to which the Helena

was exposed, immediately manned two gun-boats, belong

ing to the Gibraltar, named the Repulse and Vanguard,

and taking with him the Brilliant's and as many other

boats as he could collect, stood out to protect her ; but

the Spanish boats succeeded in getting within gun-shot

of the brig long before Captain Curtis was able to assist

her, and at 8h. a.m. opened a heavy and destructive fire of

round and grape. The Helena, keeping her broadside

to the enemy by the aid of her sweeps, opened a smart and

well-directed fire in return, and as soon as the British

boats got near enough to commence the attack a spirited

contest ensued between them. At about 9h., the sea-breeze

one of the lieutenants in Admiral Parker's squadron, find full confir

mation of the opinion expressed, viz. that it was in the power of Sir

Hyde Parker, had he persevered, to have obtained a complete victory

over the Dutch.
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having reached the Helena, she was enabled to close Cap

tain Curtis, and by lOh. the Spanish gun-boats retreated

in shore. A 30-gun xebeque was on the point of making

sail to join the gun-boats, but observing their retreat she re

turned to her anchorage. The Helena had only one man killed

on board, but her sails and rigging were very much cut.

On the 9th of August, the British 32-gun frigate Iris,

Captain George Dawson, on the North American coast,

brought to action the American 32-gun frigate Trumbull,

and, after engaging her one hour, compelled her to haul

down her colours, with the loss of four men killed and

three officers and seven men wounded. The Iris had only

one man killed and six wounded.

On the 14th of August the British 14-gun brig Came-

leon, Captain Thomas Drury, being off the Texel, gave

chase to a large Dutch lugger, mounting 18 long 6-poun-

ders, which she got up to and engaged for about a quarter

of an hour, when the lugger blew up with a tremendous

explosion that set the Cameleon on fire in several places.

Every endeavour was made by the British boats to save

the unfortunate crew, but without effect. Captain Drury

and 1 1 men were wounded.

On the 2nd September, the British 50-gun ship Chatham,

Captain Andrew Snape Douglas, while cruizing in Boston

Bay, fell in with the French 32-gun frigate Magicienne,

which, after a few hours' chase, she overtook and cap

tured. The Magicienne was commanded by the Chevalier

Bouchetierre, and commenced the action with 280 men, of

which she had 32 killed and 54 wounded before she struck.

The Chatham had only one man killed and one wounded,

The Magicienne, being a very fine frigate, was added to

the British navy under the same name.

On the morning of the 5th of September, a French fleet

of 24 large sail of the line, under the command of the

Comte de Grasse, was at anchor in Lynn Haven Bay, off

which anchorage Rear-Admiral Sir Thomas Graves ap

peared, having under his orders 19 sail of the line, including

four 64-gun ships. The Solebay, being the advanced ship

of the British fleet, at 9h. 30m. a.m., made the signal for

seeing the French fleet at anchor, bearing south-west. At
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this time the wind was moderate from north-east and the

weather fine. The British fleet continued to stand in

shore, and at llh. could plainly distinguish the enemy's

fleet at anchor within the Capes of Virginia, when the sig

nal was made by Rear-Admiral Graves to form the line on

the starboard tack at two cables' length distance. The

French fleet, immediately on seeing the British, got under

way and stood off shore on the larboard tack.

At 1h. p.m. the two fleets were nearly abreast of each

other on opposite tacks, and shortly afterwards the signal

was made for Rear-Admiral Drake, who commanded the

rear division of the fleet (which then became the van) to bear

up and close the enemy ; and subsequently the whole British

fleet wore round on the larboard tack. At 4h. 15m. the lead

ing British ships, having got within less than half-gun shot

of the enemy's van, commenced the action. The engagement

soon became pretty general with the British van and the cen

tre, but the rear was unable to participate at all, and after it

had continued about two hours, in the indecisive and unsatis

factory manner incident to that period, the British fleet,

which had continued to keep the weather gage, hauled to

the wind, and the action ceased without any attempt on

the part of the French admiral to renew it. When the ac

tion terminated, Cape Henry bore north-west three leagues

distant. The British van ships suffered very much in their

masts and rigging from having engaged to windward. The

Shrewsbury's topmasts and topsail-yards were rendered

unserviceable, and she received much damage besides. The

Intrepid had her fore and main-topsail-yards shot away,

and her top-masts and other spars much cut ; but these

two ships appear to have suffered the most severely. The

following are the names of each ship in the order they

entered the action, together with the loss sustained :—

Gun Ship. Killed. Wounded.

74 Shrewsbury 14 52 Captain Mark Robinson,

64 Intrepid 11 35 „ A. J. P. Molloy,

74 Alcide ...

70 Princessa

2

6

18
 

Charles Thompson,

 

7

4

16

21

Nat. Charington,

Hon. W. C. Finch,
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Gun Ship. Killed. Wounded.

64 Europe 9 18 „ Samuel Child,

m. /Montagu 8 22 George Bowen,

\Royal Oak 3 5 „ J. P. Ardefoise,

98 London 4 12 (Rear-Adm Thos. Graves (red),

^Lapt. David Graves,

^ /Bedford 8 4 ,, Thomas Graves,

\ Resolution 3 16 ,, Lord R. Manners,

64 America — — ,, Samuel Thompson,

^ ("Centaur — — ,, John Inglefield,

\Monarch — — Francis Reynolds,

98 Barfleur - _ I Rear-Ad. SirSam. Hood (blue),

l^Capt. Alexander Hood,

74 Invincible — — ,, Charles Saxton,

64 Belliqueux — — ,, James Brine,

74 Alfred — — ,, William Bayne.

Frigates—Fortunee, Sybil, Adamant, Nymph, Solebay, Richmond,

and Santa Monica.

The first-lieutenant of the Shrewsbury was killed, and

Captain Mark Robinson (with the loss of a leg) wounded.

The loss on board the French fleet is stated in their

official account to have been one captain and three other

officers killed and 18 officers wounded, and about 200 men

killed and wounded. The French fleet, which the sub

joined analysis* will shew was greatly superior to the

British in number, weight of metal, and number of men,

continued for four days in sight of the British with the

power of bringing on an action at their pleasure, but no

attempt appears to have been made to do so.

Upon the whole, this action reflects much credit on the

British fleet, and especially on the leading ships ;f but the

direct contrary applies to the French admiral, who has no

thing to urge in behalf of his neglect, or want of courage,

in not obliging the British either to renew the action, or at

f Ships f 19 f 24

* British <^ Guns { 1,408 French. ..{ 1,822

(jVIen 1 11,311 [18,100

t One of these, the Intrepid, commanded by Captain A. J. P. Mol-

loy, who, in later times, was thought (perhaps undeservedly) very

indifferently of, distinguished herself very much and acquired much

honour, Captain Molloy being mentioned in very high terms in Rear-

Admiral Graves's official letter.
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least to own a defeat by retreating. Comte de Grasse was

reinforced a few days afterwards by eight sail of the line,

under M. de Barras, which had in their passage from

Rhode Island captured the British frigates Iris and Rich

mond, Captains Dawson and Charles Hudson. Under these

circumstances, the British fleet, after destroying the Ter

rible, in consequence of her damaged state, proceeded to

New York to refit.

On the 6th of September, in the morning, the British 1 6-

gun brig Savage, Captain Charles Stirling, being on a cruize

10 leagues to the eastward of Charleston, observed a ship

bearing down, which was at first taken for a privateer, of

which Captain Stirling had received information. As the

stranger neared, however, Captain Stirling perceiving that

her force was too great to allow him to hazard an engage

ment, endeavoured to make his escape. The enemy gained

rapidly in the chase, and finding escape to be impos

sible, Captain Stirling determined on making the best

defence in his power. At lOh. 30m., the enemy com

menced firing her bow chasers, and at 11h. having arrived

close under the quarter of the Savage, a vigorous fire of

great guns and musketry was opened, which continued

for one hour ; when the enemy, having received much da

mage, dropped astern, leaving the Savage in a defenceless

state. Having repaired damages, the stranger again got

alongside the Savage, and the action was renewed,

which lasted till near 3h. p.m., when, from severe loss of

men and her unmanageable state, deeming it to be useless

to protract the defence of the Savage any longer, Captain

Stirling ordered the colours to be struck. The enemy

proved to be the American ship Congress, Captain Geddis,

mounting 20 long 12-pounders on the main-deck, and four

long 6-pounders on her quarter-deck, with a crew of 215

men ; of which, to prove the vigorous defence of the brig,

she had 1 1 men killed and 30 wounded. The Savage in

this truly gallant affair lost, out of her small complement

of originally not more than 100 men, the master (Mr.

Wightman) and seven men killed ; and the captain, Lieu

tenant Shiels, three midshipmen, and 27 men wounded.

It is gratifying to be able to state that Captain Stirling
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and his officers and crew received every proper attention

and kindness from the American captain. The Savage

was shortly afterwards retaken by the Solebay.

On the 3rd of December, the British 40-gun frigate Ar-

tois, Captain John Macbride, cruizing in the north sea,

was attacked by two very large schooners mounting 24

long 9-pounders each, both of which were compelled to sur

render after half-an-hour's fighting. The two vessels were

quite new, belonging to Amsterdam, and were named

the Mars and Hercules : the crew of the former amounted

to 145 men, of which she had nine killed and 15 wounded ;

and of the latter to 164, out of which she lost 13 killed and

20 wounded. The Artois had one man killed and six

wounded. The two prizes were added to the British navy

under the names of Pylades and Orestes, and for a long

time continued active and useful cruizers.

At day- break on the 12th of December, a British fleet,

50 leagues to the southward of Ushant, of 12 sail of the

line, one 50-gun ship, and four frigates, under the command

of Rear-Admiral Richard Kempenfelt, in the Victory, fell

in with a French fleet of 21 sail of the line (including five

110-gun ships) and six frigates. Entirely ignorant of the

superior force of the enemy, Rear-Admiral Kempenfelt, on

one of his frigates making the signal for a strange fleet,

ordered all sail to be made in chase, which lasted all day.

At 9h. r.M. the British fleet, close hauled on the starboard

tack, had neared the enemy's fleet sufficiently to make out

that it consisted of large ships steering to the westward,

about two points off the wind. At lOh. 30m. Rear-Ad

miral Kempenfelt observed the headmost ships to be form

ing aline, upon which he also made the signal for a line of

battle, but continued still under a heavy press of sail on

the contrary tack to the enemy, hoping to cut off part of

the convoy, which was in company.

The 74-gun ship Edgar, bearing the broad pendant of

Commodore John Elliot, was the leading British ship, and

as she closed the rear of the French fleet, the Triomphant

French 80-gun ship was observed crossing her bows. In

order to avoid the full effects of a raking broadside from

the French ship, the Edgar kept away a few points, and
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received the enemy's broadside on her larboard bow ; when

luffing up she was enabled in return to pour her broadside

into the French ship's stern, which was supposed to have

shot away the latter's main-yard and main-topmast. Find

ing his ships too much separated, Rear-Admiral Kempenfelt

determined on tacking and allowing his sternmost ships

to close before attempting to bring the enemy to action,

which was accordingly done. At daylight the next morn

ing, the enemy was again discovered a- head, and Rear-

Admiral Kempenfelt would have made sail in chase ; but

discovering the vast disparity between the two fleets, he

contented himself with making an attack upon the convoy,

15 sail of which, containing 1,062 soldiers and 548 sea

men, were captured, and his fleet returned to England. A

heavy gale of wind shortly afterwards dispersed the French

fleet and convoy, and drove them back to France, five sail

more of the convoy falling into the hands of Captain Ben

jamin Caldwell, in the Agamemnon, with the Prudente,

Captain Hon. W. Waldegrave.

The British fleet, mentioned at p. 283, which engaged

the Comte de Grasse and returned to New York to refit,

having been reinforced by two or three fresh ships, sailed

to the West Indies, under the command of Rear-Admiral

Sir Samuel Hood ; and it being known that the French

were besieging the Island of St. Christopher's, Sir Samuel

Hood made sail for that place, in the hope of being able

to throw in succours. The British fleet, on the 23rd of De

cember, consisting of 22 sail of the line, was close off the

south-east end of the Island of Nevis, and on the fol

lowing day captured the French 16-gun cutter l'Espion,

laden with shot and shells for the use of the besieging

forces at St. Christopher's ; and at day-break on the 25th,

the French fleet, under Comte de Grasse, was discovered

standing to the southward on the larboard tack. The

French fleet consisted of one ship of 110 guns, 28 two-

decked ships, and two frigates.

Sir Samuel Hood stood towards the enemy, as if with

the intention of bringing on an action, by which means

he drew the French fleet off shore ; but no sooner had he

effected this, than he tacked with his whole fleet, and
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fetched the anchorage of Basseterre, which the French ad

miral had quitted. Comte de Grasse, enraged at being thus

defeated, made three distinct and furious attacks upon the

British fleet on the 26th ; but was each time repulsed with

great loss. This is generally considered as a chef-d'oeuvre

of nautical evolution. The loss on board the British fleet

is not recorded.

1782.—The first action of note this year occurred on the

17th of February, in the East Indies, between the British

and French squadrons, under Vice-Admiral Sir Edward

Hughes and Commodore Suffrein. On the 8th, Sir Edward

Hughes with his squadron arrived in Madras Roads, where

he received information that a large French fleet had arrived

off the coast and had taken several ships. The British

squadron was at this time much too weak to undertake an

action ; but, on the following day, three ships, under the

command of Captain Alms, fortunately joined company, and

Sir Edward Hughes sailed on the 1 6th with his squadron,

consisting of the under-mentioned :—

Gun Ship.

74 Sunerb fVice-Adm. Sir E. Hughes, K.B. (blue),

V \Captain William Stephens,

64 Exeter f Commodore Richard King,

\Captain H. Reynolds,

74 Hero „ Charles Wood,

68 Monarca ... „ John Gell,

f Eagle „ Ambrose Reddal,

I Monmouth . „ James Alms,

1 Worcester . „ George Talbot,

I Burford ... „ Peter Rainier,

50 Isis ,, Hon. Thomas Lumley,

Seahorse, 24-gun ship.

Commodore Suffrein, emboldened by the supposed small-

ness of the British squadron, previously to its reinforce

ment, had appeared in sight off Madras roads with the

design of attacking it at anchor ; but on perceiving nine

two-decked ships instead of six, as he expected, he imme

diately relinquished his intention, and made dispositions for

his own defence.
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In the series of actions which ensued between these

commanders, the lamentable deficiency in sailing on the

part of the British ships was most remarkable, and which

alone prevented more decisive results.

The French squadron was no sooner discovered in the

offing than Sir Edward Hughes made the signal for his

squadron to weigh and make all sail in chase, and in the

night re-captured several British merchant ships, and took

one large ship laden with military stores. Continuing to

stand to the south-east, the two squadrons at day-break on

the 1 7th came in sight of each other—the French squadron

bearing north by east about three leagues distant—the

weather being hazy, with light winds and occasional squalls

from north-north-east. The enemy was soon observed

coming down before the wind to the attack, consisting of

the following :—

Gun Ship.

r Heros,

j Annibal,

i Orient,

[Artisien,

64/Severe,

LVengeur,

Frigates of 40 guns—Pourvoyante, Fier, Bellone, and

corvette Subtile.

At 4h. P.M. the two squadrons got within gun-shot of

each other, the British being then formed in line a-head

on the larboard tack, and the French, in a double line

abreast, or in no very regular order, began the attack upon

the centre and rear of the British. The Exeter, which was

the sternmost ship, suffered very severely, having four

ships upon her at once ; and the ships between the Exeter

and Superb bore the brunt of the action ; the van, in which

were the heaviest British ships, not being able, from the

lightness of the wind, to tack to their support. The

* Late British ; captured on the 18th of January previously, while

commanded by Captain Alexander Christie, by the above squadron,

after a protracted defence.

VOL. I. U

Uun Ship.

rBrillant,

64< Sphinx,

lAjax,

fFlamband,

\ Hannibal.*
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steady bravery evinced by the British ships, when opposed

to a force so superior, does them great credit; and for two

hours the action continued with undiminished vigour. At

6h. p.m. a squall came on from the south-east, which took

the British ships aback, and they paid off with their heads

to the north-east ; and as this would have brought the

British van ships to the assistance of their centre, the

French commodore made the signal for the action to cease,

and hauled up to the northward, leaving the majority of

the British in no condition for pursuit.

The Superb, in particular, was very much cut up, her

main-yard being shot away, and not a brace or bowline

left, besides having five feet water in her hold. The Exeter

was reduced to a perfect wreck, and was in a sinking state.

The loss on board the different ships engaged was as fol

lows :—Superb, 1 1 men killed, and Captain William Ste

vens (mortally), Lieutenants Hughes and Newcombe, and

13 men wounded. The Exeter had her captain, Henry

Reynolds,* and 10 men killed, and Lieutenant Charles

Jones and 45 men wounded. The Monarca, one man

killed and five wounded ; Hero, nine killed and 1 7

wounded ; and Isis, one killed and three wounded : total,

32 killed and 83 wounded. On the morning of the 18th,

the French squadron was not to be seen, and Sir Edward

Hughes, finding the defects of his own ship and the

Exeter to be so great, proceeded to Trincomale, where

he arrived on the 24th of February.

For the sake of perspicuity, we will continue to follow

the fortunes of the British squadron and Sir Edward

Hughes, during his numerous and severe encounters.

* The following anecdote of Commodore Sir Richard King, in the

Exeter, related by Beatson at vol. v. p. 576, deserves to be mentioned

in this place. " While the battle raged with the greatest fury, the

blood, &c, of Captain Reynolds were dashed all over him by a cannon-

ball in such a manner, that he was for a time absolutely blinded.

Still, however, he preserved a most admirable equality and composure

of temper ; and when at the close of the action the Exeter was little

better than a floating wreck, the master came to ask him what he

should do with the ship, as two of the enemy were again bearing down

upon her, he with great firmness answered, 1 There is nothing to be

done, but to fight her till she sink.' "
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Having repaired the damages sustained in the above action,

Sir Edward sailed on the 4th of March, and returned to

Madras, from whence he again sailed with troops to Trin-

comale, where on the 30th he was joined by the 74-gun

ship Sultan, Captain James Watt, and 64-gun ship Mag-

nanime, Captain Charles Wolseley. These ships, although

only just arrived from England, were extremely sickly ;

but so urgent was the necessity for their services, that

they could not be spared to go to Madras to land the sick.

It was the 8th of April before the two squadrons again

got sight of each other, and the 12th before the second

action took place, the British squadron being then a few

miles to the northward of Trincomale\ The French having

on that day succeeded in getting to windward of the Bri

tish, were observed at daylight bearing down to the attack.

At 9h. a.m. Sir Edward Hughes made the signal for the

line a-head on the starboard tack, at two cables' length dis

tance ; the enemy then bearing north by east, distant six

miles, and the wind being about north. The British line

was thus formed :—Exeter, Hero, Isis, Burford, Monarca,

Superb, Monmouth, Worcester, Eagle, Sultan, Magnanime.

The French squadron consisted of 1 2 sail of the line, includ

ing the 64-gun ship Bizarre and three frigates. Commodore

Suffrein, whose broad pendant was still in the Heros,

having at length formed his plan of attack, ordered five

sail, which composed the van of his fleet, to engage the van

of the British, while he, with the remaining seven ships,

bore down upon the centre.

The action commenced at lh. 30m. p.m. with the van,

and almost immediately afterwards the Superb was attacked

by the 74-gun ships Heros and Orient, within pistol-shot

distance : at the same time the Monmouth was also en

gaged by two ships. The action raged with much fury

between the two commanders, but so vigorous was the fire

of the Superb, that the Heros, after only ten minutes of

close engagement, sheered off, and closed with the Mon

mouth. The brunt of the fight was borne by the British

centre, and particularly the Monmouth, which was closely

fought by three ships, without being able to receive suc

cour from the ships astern. At 3h. p.m. this gallant ship

v 2
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lost her mizenmast, and shortly afterwards the mainmast

also falling, she dropped out of the line. The Superb

seeing her second in danger from her enemies, who appeared

bent on her destruction, gallantly proceeded to her support,

and the Sultan also bearing up to her rescue, she was pre

served from capture. At 3h. 40m., disappointed in the

expected land-wind, and finding his ships to be drifting

too near the shore, from which they were only a few miles

distant, Sir Edward Hughes made the signal for the

squadron to wear, and come to the wind on the larboard

tack.

The action was continued until near 6h. p.m., when the

British admiral finding his squadron, especially the Mon

mouth, still drifting into shoal water, made the signal to

anchor ; and at 6h. 40m. the French ships hauled their

wind to the eastward in great confusion, both having suf

fered in about an equal degree in masts and yards, with

the exception that the French had no ship with the loss of

a lower mast. The Heros was so disabled, that Commodore

Suffrein was under the necessity of shifting his broad pen

dant to the Annibal, and the Heros, at no great distance

from the British, anchored for the night to repair some of

her damages. In the course of the night, the French frigate

Fier, approaching to take the disabled Heros in tow, fell on

board the Isis, and struck her colours ; but availing herself

of the darkness of the night, and of the crippled state of

the Isis, rehoisted them and got away.

The loss on both sides was very heavy. The Superb

had two lieutenants, the master, and 59 men killed, and 96

men wounded. One of the above-mentioned lieutenants,

Mr. George Alms, son of Captain Alms, of the Monmouth,

with several of the men, were blown up by the explosion

of some cartridges on board the Superb. The Monmouth

suffered in proportion to her extensive damages : she had a

lieutenant of marines and 45 men killed, and 102 wounded ;

which was nearly one-third of her crew. The extreme

gallantry shewn on board this ship, when in so dangerous a

situation, was such as to obtain the unbounded admiration

of every person in the action. The Burford and Worcester

had each a lieutenant wounded, and the loss on board the
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several ships, as they were formed in line, will be shewn by

the subjoined table :—

Ships.

Exeter *

Hero

Isis

Burford .....

Monarca....

Superb t--"

Monmouth.

Killed.

4

2

6

6

7

59

45

40

13

51

36

28

96

102

Ships.

Worcester ...

Eagle

Sultan

Magnamine

Total

Killed.

137

26

22

9

7

430

The French owned to a loss of only 139 killed and 264

wounded; but judging from the injuries their ships sus

tained, and from the duration of the action, this is doubt

less greatly under-stated. Although neither of the fore

going actions proved victorious to the British, the advan

tage accruing from them to British interests was great ;

and the unflinching gallantry with which the ships were

fought renders them highly honourable to our annals.

We continue to trace the actions of these rival com

manders in their third and fourth meetings. Having re

fitted his fleet at Trincomale, and re-embarked his wounded

and recovered men, Sir Edward Hughes departed on the

23rd of June to watch the motions of the French squadron

on the Coromandel coast, and on the following day arrived

in Negapatam roadstead. On the 5th of July, at noon,

while lying at Negapatam, the enemy appeared in the

offing, upon which all dispatch was used, and the British

at 3h. p.m. weighed and stood under all sail to the south

ward.

* Captain Charles Hughes was appointed to this ship, vice Captain

Reynolds.

t Captain Dunbar McLellen succeeded to the vacancy caused by

the death of Captain Stevens.
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At daylight, on the 6th, the French squadron was dis

covered at anchor bearing north-north-east, and distant

only seven or eight miles ; and at 5h. 50m. the British,

with the wind at south-west, bore away in line abreast for

the enemy. At 6h. the enemy was observed getting under

way, and standing out to sea to the eastward ; upon which

the admiral made the signal for a line a-head on the star

board tack ; and having by 7h. formed his line to his satis

faction, bore up for the enemy—each ship for her proper

opponent in the line. The firing commenced at 10h. 40m.

by the French, and at 10h. 45m. Sir Edward Hughes made

the signal for close action. From 11h. 10m. till past noon,

the action was general from van to rear ; and within about

200 yards' distance. At about lh. p.m. the enemy ap

peared in some disorder. The French commodore's second

a-head, the Brillant, had lost her mainmast, and the van-ship

had bore up out of the line.

At this time, when the victory appeared about to declare

for the British, the sea-breeze set in strong from the south-

south- east, taking most of the ships aback in both squa

drons. The French 64-gun ship Severe, having been taken

aback, fell on board the Sultan, and after a smart can

nonading struck her colours ; but while the Sultan was

wearing to join the British admiral, the French ship hauled

to the wind, and pouring a broadside into the Sultan, re-

hoisted her colours, and got away.*

Sir Edward Hughes, finding his squadron greatly disar-

* The following is the result of an inquiry into this transaction, which

afterwards took place at Paris and was published by authority. The

second captain of the Severe being badly wounded and obliged to quit

the deck, M. de Villeneuve Cillar, the 1st captain, ordered the colours

to be struck. The firing was still continued below, notwithstanding the

captain's orders to the contrary. The Sieur de Tien, an auxiliary

officer, who was upon deck, could not without indignation see the ship

strike to one more damaged than herself, and therefore addressed

M. de Cillar, saying :—" Monsieur, you are wounded, and more dan

gerously than you think ; you had better retire to be taken care of."

M. de Cillar took the hint, and quitted the deck ; upon which M. de

Tien assumed the command, harangued the crew, ordered the

colours to be rehoisted, and rejoined the fleet.
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ranged by the change of wind, made the signal at ten

minutes before lh. for his ships to wear and come to the

wind again on the starboard tack, intending to make the

signal for a general chase ; but as the breeze had set in

very fresh, and as most of the ships which had been closely

engaged had suffered so much in their masts and rigging

that to carry sail would have been very dangerous, and the

Hero in particular making the signal of distress, Sir Ed

ward deemed it advisable to relinquish his intention for

the time, and to form his line on the larboard tack, with

the ships' heads in shore, so as to cover his crippled ships.

The action, with the exception of some partial and distant

firing, accordingly ceased at about lh. 30m., and towards

evening Sir Edward Hughes made the signal for the squa

dron to anchor, and the ships accordingly anchored in six

fathoms water between Negapatam and Nazore. M. de

Suffrein also anchored about three leagues to the north

ward, and the next day proceeded to Cuddalore, before the

British squadron was in a condition to renew the action.

The loss in this action was much smaller than in the pre

ceding, but a large proportion of officers suffered. In the

Superb, Captain Dunbar McLellen,* Lieutenant Henry

Chapman (Hero), and Captain Vroxholme Jenkinson, of the

98th regiment (Burford), were killed; and Lieutenants T.

H. Wilson (Magnanime), Sabine Gascoyne (Monmouth),

William Wood (Eagle), John Drew (Sultan) ; Masters—

Frederick Corrie (Monarca), Edward Derby (Burford), Tho

mas Cribbon (Exeter) ; Boatswains—Robert Daniel and

William Cunningham ; Marine officers—Captains T. W.

Adlam (Magnanime), and Abbot, Company's service (Mo

narca) ; Lieutenants Williams (Sultan), and Johnston

(Worcester), wounded. The loss in men is shewn as under

in the order the ships were formed in line :—

* Captain McLellen was shot through the heart. Captain Henry

Newcome succeeded to his vacancy.
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Ships. Killed.

Wounded.

12 23

11 24

9 19

7 34

16 21

7 19

8 46

Ships.

Worcester . .

Monmouth

Eagle

Magnanime

Total

Killed.

77

9

12

9

17

233

The account most to be depended upon of the loss of the

French is stated to have been 412 killed and 676 wounded,

of which number the Heros alone lost, it is said, 140 killed

and 240 wounded, a number wholly incredible, unless it is

remembered that her crew, together with troops, amounted

to 1,200 men.

The fourth action with M. de Suffrein took place on the

3rd of September. The British squadron consisting as

before, and with the addition of the 64-gun ship Sceptre,

Captain Samuel Graves, amounted in all to three ships of

74 guns, one of 70, one of 68, six of 64, and one 50-gun

ship, and four frigates. The French squadron was as fol

lows :—four ships of 74 guns, eight of 64 guns, and three

50-gun ships. The British ships were unfortunately very

badly found in stores, and their crews very much reduced

by sickness, while those of the French were in much better

condition, and full of men. The French had got posses

sion of Trincomale, where their squadron was at anchor,

and on perceiving the British squadron off that port, imme

diately got underway, and stood out of Back Bay to the

south-east, the wind at the time blowing fresh from the

south-west. The British being to leeward, Sir Edward

Hughes made the signal for the line a-head at two cables'

length distance ; and in order to render the action the

more decisive, as well as to get his ships in order, stood off

the land before the wind until 11h. a.m.

Having at length hauled to the wind on the larboard

tack, the squadron formed thus :—Exeter, Isis, Burford,
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Sceptre, Hero, Superb, Sultan, Monarca, Eagle, Mag-

nanime, Monmouth, and Worcester, and awaited the arrival

of the French, who were bearing down in no very regular

order to the attack. At 2h. 30m. p.m. the action com

menced, five ships of the enemy bearing down to attack the

British van, and two on the British rear ships, Monmouth

and Worcester. The latter was very severely handled ;

but the Monmouth observing her to be overpressed, and

having beaten oft7 the ship immediately opposed to her,

gallantly threw all aback and dropped astern to her support.

The action was in a short time general from van to rear,

the two flag-ships engaging with much spirit. At 3h. 30m.

the ship astern of the Heros lost her mizenmast, and her

next a-head, her fore and mizen-topmasts.

The action continued in this manner, without intermis

sion, till 5h. 30m., at which time the wind shifted to east-

south-east. The British squadron immediately braced

their yards round, and the action was continued in the

same order, with this difference, that the British were now

to windward, and had the power of closing with the enemy.

The effects of the fire then opened was soon shewn in the

fall of the mainmast of the Heros, which was shortly

followed by her mizenmast. The Worcester, about the

same time, lost her main-topmast. At 7h. p.m. M. de

Suffrein, with his ships, wore and stood in shore to the

southward, receiving a most severe fire from the British

line as they passed to leeward.

No attempt appears to have been made on the part of

Sir Edward Hughes to follow his beaten enemy, and the

only excuse offered for not doing so is the vicinity of the

land. This may be a sufficient apology, but it cannot but

have been supposed by many, that had the British squa

dron wore and followed M. de Suffrein, the Heros, with

only a foremast standing, would at least have served for a

trophy of that victory which had been previously so often

wrested from the British by untoward circumstances. In

the three preceding actions there were substantial reasons

why Sir Edward Hughes did not persevere in pursuing a

flying enemy, but in the present instance there appears to

have been no sufficient reason for this omission.
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The loss of officers was again remarkably severe in pro

portion to the men. Three captains—viz. James Watt

(Sultan), Charles Wood (Worcester), and the Hon. Tho

mas Lumley (Isis), were killed ; and of other officers—

Lieutenant Barret and Captain Robert Clogstone, marines,

(Monarca), and Lieutenant Edwards, of the marines, and

the boatswain (Worcester), and Mr. Bell, master's mate

(Isis). The wounded were Lieutenants Murray, Bartholo

mew, Sandiland, Armstrong, Stephenson, and Atkins, of

the navy ; and Captain Maitland, 78th ; Lieutenants Thomp

son, 98th; Stewart, 78th regiment; and Orr, marines,

wounded. The under-mentioned will shew the loss of each

ship on the four several occasions :—

Ships.

6th Feb.

i

12th April.

3

6th July.

9

3rd Sept.

i Total.

1

•a

"2
a a

■3
a

3 15
s

1
3 5

3
O

* 3 2

11 13 59 96 7 19 4 52 271

9 17 2 13 12 23 1 17 94
* — 9 16 21 4 43 93

Magnanime ... * * — 7 2 17 3 17 46

Monmouth ... —  45 102  12  3 162

1 5 7 28 8 46 6 22 123

Burford   6 36 7 34 4 38 125

Sceptre * * * * * * 2 23 25

Eagle — — — 22 4 9 8 14 57

Exeter 10 45 4 40 11 24 6 19 159

Worcester ... — — 8 26 1 9 6 16 66

1 3 6 51 9 19 7 19 115

Total 32 83 137 130 77 233 51 283 1,336

The French squadron re-entered Trincomale the same

night, with the exception of the 74 -gun ship Orient,

which grounded in going in, and was wrecked. Sir Edward

Hughes, with his shattered squadron, proceeded to Madras.

* Where there are asterisks instead of blanks, the ships were not

present.
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We must now quit the East Indies for the present, and

proceed to narrate, in the proper order, the different

actions which took place in other parts of the globe during

this celebrated year.

On the 16th of March, at daylight, the British 32-gun

frigate Success, Captain Charles Maurice Pole, and the

armed store-ship Vernon (mounting 22 long 6-pounders),

Mr. John Falconer commander, being off Cape Spartel, on

their voyage to Gibraltar, observed a strange sail a-head

standing towards them on the larboard tack, with the wind

at south-west. The weather being hazy, Captain Pole, in

the first instance, mistook the stranger for a line-of-battle

ship, and wearing round on the larboard tack, made all sail

away. The chase continued till 2h. 30m. p.m., when

observing that the Vernon was being gained on by the

chase, Captain Pole, determined not to relinquish that ship

without an effort, shortened sail to allow her to close.

Shortly afterwards the haze clearing away, the ship in

chase was discovered to be not a ship of the line, but a

large frigate with a poop, which at about 5h. p.m. hoisted

Spanish colours and a commodore's broad pendant. At

6h. p.m., the Spanish frigate having approached within ran

dom shot, the Success wore and steered for the lee bow

of the enemy (still on the larboard tack), and as if with

the intention of crossing her bows and engaging to lee

ward ; but having arrived within musket- shot, the Success

suddenly hauled up, and passing to windward, poured a

most destructive broadside into the larboard bow of her

adversary. So unexpected was this clever manoeuvre of Cap

tain Pole's, that the lee guns of the Spanish frigate were

fired, under the firm belief that the Success was to leeward.

The Success then wore round, and took up her position

on the lee quarter of the enemy, and being most gallantly

seconded by the Vernon, the Spanish frigate having lost

her mizen-mast, at 8h. 20m. hauled down her colours, and

was taken possession of by Lieutenant Oakley, of the

Success.

The prize proved to be the Spanish 12-pounder 34-gun

frigate Santa Catalina, commanded by Don Miguel Tacon,
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the senior officer of the squadron cruizing in the Straits.

Out of her crew of 300 men, the Santa Catalina lost in the

action 25 killed and eight wounded, and the Success only

one man killed and four wounded.

The prize was very leaky, and six strange sail heaving in

sight the next day, Captain Pole considered it necessary to

destroy her, and she was accordingly set on fire and blown

up. The Spaniards had formed a plan to take possession

of the Success, but it was happily frustrated by the vigi

lance of the British officers. The above action reflects

great credit on Captain Pole, and also on Mr. Falconer, for

the manner in which it was conducted, and its successful

termination in so short a time was entirely owing to their

skill.

On the 7th of April, as the British 18-gun sloop Gene

ral Monk, Captain Josias Rogers, was cruizing off Cape

May, on the North American coast, in company with the

32-gun frigate Quebec, Captain Christopher Mason, eight

sail of vessels were discovered close in shore. The Quebec,

during the night, endeavoured to get through the Henlo-

pen Channel, to prevent the retreat of the vessels into Phi

ladelphia, while the General Monk followed the Cape May

Channel, and proceeded to the attack. At noon on the

8th, the General Monk, having been joined by a New

York privateer of 14 guns, entered Cape May Roads, upon

which the Americans got underway and made all sail in

shore. One of the Americans, a privateer of 1 6 guns, ran

ashore under the cape, and was abandoned by her crew.

Another brig of 14 guns struck to the General Monk, and

was taken possession of ; and, in a short time, the whole

eight vessels must have been taken or destroyed, but the

New York privateer grounded. Captain Rogers, however,

continued to pursue the enemy, and brought to action

the American privateer Hyder Ally, mounting 18 long

6-pounders, with 130 men. The armament of the British

sloop of war was very defective, consisting of only 1 6 carro-

nades, 9-pounders, and two long 6-pounders ; but the for

mer, being under any circumstances little better than use

less, were in this case ill-fitted also, and upset at every
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discharge. This defect being observed on board the Hyder

Ally, the captain was emboldened to continue the attack,

and, after an action of near two hours' continuance, Cap

tain Rogers was under the necessity of ordering the colours

to be hauled down. The loss sustained on board the Bri

tish vessel, whose crew originally was only 110 men,

amounted to Lieutenant William Johnson, the master,

(Robert Thomas), and six seamen killed; and Captain

Rogers, the purser (Mr. Halliday), the boatswain, and 25

wounded, four of whom mortally. The Hyder Ally and

her prize succeeded in reaching Philadelphia. The prize to

the General Monk also succeeded in overpowering the prize

crew, and in reaching her port.

Early on the morning of the 8th of April, the British

look-out ships of the fleet of Admiral Sir George Bridges

Rodney were perceived standing over towards St. Lucia,

where the fleet was lying at anchor, with the signal flying

for the enemy having put to sea from Martinique. The

British fleet instantly weighed, and by noon the whole had

cleared the bay and were under all sail in search of the

enemy. It consisted of the following :—

Gun Ship.
~ a i ft ■ /-iT-fc-rfci / i ■ . \ 

rRear-Adm. Sir Sam. Hood (blue),

\Captain John Knight,

rRear-Adm. Fran. S. Drake (blue),
70 Princessa

\Captain Charles Knatchbull,

74 Bedford ...

 

rNamur

90 <] Prince George ...

LDuke

rRoyal Oak

74 \ Alfred
 

Robert Fanshaw,

John Williams,

Alan Gardner,

Thomas Burnet,

William Bayne,

George Bowen,

* With rank of rear-admiral.
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Gun Ship.

64

Captain Samuel G. Goodall,

Francis Reynolds,iI

Sir James Wallace,II

J. N. Inglefield,»»

Robert Linzee,II

Nathaniel Charrington,II

Hon. Wm. Cormvallis,II

Lord Robert Manners,99

Henry Savage,II

James Saumarez,II

Robert Barbor,11

J. L. Gidoin,II

George Balfour,ti

Charles Thompson,II

Samuel Cornish,II

Marlborough ... Taylor Penny,

Anthony Parrey,

II

II

Andrew Sutherland,II

Prince William . George Wilkinson,•1

Thomas Dumaresq,II

Charles Inglis,II

Agamemnon ... Benjamin Caldwell,II

Charles Bucknor,II

Samuel Thomson,II

William Blair,II

William Truscott.1 1

Frigates—Endymion, Fortunee, Nymphe, Flora, Santa

Monica, Convert, Alarm, Andromache, Lizard, Pegasus,

Sybil, Triton, Champion and Eurydice. Sloops—Zebra,

Germaine, and Alert. Fire-ships—Salamander and Blast.

On the morning of the 9th of April, the French fleet was

discovered; two flag ships and 14 sail of the line being in

the passage between the Saintes and Dominica, and the re

mainder with a numerous convoy of transports were be

calmed in Prince Rupert's Bay. The British van ships,

being the division of Sir Samuel Hood, having, at 7h. a.m.,

got the sea-breeze east-south-east, were enabled to stretch

to the northward on the starboard tack in chase, while the

centre and rear divisions were still becalmed, or under the
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influence of a light air from the northward. The French

fleet, having formed their line also on the starboard tack,

and observing the isolated position of the British van, bore

up at 9h. 30m. a.m., in the hope of cutting it off. The

plan of attack pursued by Comte de Grasse appears to have

been a somewhat novel one, and we will endeavour to

illustrate it with a diagram.

The dotted lines denote the track of the French during their at-

tack.

The British ships, it will be observed, in order to enable

their centre and rear to close, had hove to ; and, in conse

quence, the French ships, by keeping under sail, were

enabled to manoeuvre as they pleased ; but, at the same

time, it is evident that the plan pursued by Sir Samuel

Hood was, under the circumstances, most masterly. His

ships were united in a close and well-formed body, opposing

vigorous and well-directed broadsides to the enemy's attacks.

In this manner, from lOh. till 1 lh. a.m., eight ships were

fought against 15, and in so able a manner, that when at

the latter period the sea-breeze extended to the British

centre, the French admiral tacked, and, standing in shore

to rejoin his rear, relinquished the action. The British

centre, having been driven so much closer to the land by the
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northerly wind, was of course further to windward, when

the sea-breeze reached ; but the sailing of the French ships

was so superior, that it was found impossible to come up

with any part. At 1 lh. 30m. the French fleet formed the

line on the starboard tack ; but, with the exception of some

distant and ineffectual cannonading, nothing of importance

took place on this day.

The principal loss sustained by Sir Samuel Hood's divi

sion was the death of Captain Bayne, of the Alfred, which

was the next astern of the leading ship.

The two succeeding days were occupied in chasing ; but

so manifest was the superior sailing of the French ships,

that it was easily to be seen that a change of wind or some

accident could alone enable the British to force an action.

On the morning of the 12th of April, at sunrise, the Bri

tish fleet was about five leagues to the north-westward of

Prince Rupert's Bay, standing to the northward, with a

light air of wind, in the order of sailing. The French

were upon the same tack to windward of the Saintes,

with a fresh sea-breeze ; and one ship, having lost her fore

mast and bowsprit, was in tow of a frigate, standing in

for Guadaloupe. Sir George Rodney made the signal for

four of his ships to chase the disabled French ship, which

being perceived by the French admiral, he bore up with his

fleet to protect them. But finding that by persevering in

this course he should give the British the weather gage, he

gave up his intention, and formed his line on the larboard

tack. Sir George Rodney, perceiving an engagement to

be inevitable, recalled his chasing ships, and made the

signal for a line of battle on the starboard tack ; Rear-

Admiral Drake's division, on this day, leading.

Thus formed, the two fleets gradually neared each other,

the French being only a sufficient distance to windward to

enable it to cross the bows of the British, and at a few

minutes before 8h. a.m. the Marlborough, being the leading

ship, opened her fire upon the centre and rear of the French.

At 8h. Sir George Rodney made the signal for close action,

and shortly afterwards the action was commenced by all

the other ships of Rear-Admiral Drake's division. The divi

sion of Sir Samuel Hood, and also great part of the centre
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division, was almost becalmed, while the leading ships only

had the true breeze ; and the same variation in the strength

of the wind was soon afterwards experienced by the French.

The breeze, as the ships got more to the southward, had

also drawn round to the southward, so that their van

ships could not lay higher than south-west, while the cen

tre and rear, having the sea-breeze at about east, were

lying up south. This southerly breeze, although it com

pletely broke the French line, did not necessarily disarrange

the British ; but Sir George Rodney, perceiving the aper

ture in the enemy's line, kept a close luff, and at a little

before 11h. passed through the opening thus caused.

 

The arrows denote the various sets of the wind.

This point we endeavour to illustrate by the above dia

gram on a somewhat extended scale, which the recent con

troversy in reference to this action renders necessary. It

gives an entirely new feature to the affair ; and although it

vol. z. x
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does not accord with the demands made on the part of Sir

George Rodney, of deliberately planning the breaking of the

enemy's line, still we imagine it gives him all which him

self would have desired had he lived to read these pages,

as it gives to him the merit of abrogating the antiquated

and stiff notion of preserving a line of battle, on the pre

sumption of gaining an advantage. It is quite clear that

Sir George Rodney's movement was the main cause of the

discomfiture of the enemy ; and although many assert that

the preservation of the line would have rendered the victory

more decisive, yet when the sailing qualities of the two

fleets is taken into account, we confess to doubt it. By

pursuing the plan he did, Sir George Rodney separated

his ship, and the six ships which followed him in his gallant

movement, from the van, part of the centre and the

rear.

Doubts have been started whether this evolution was from

inadvertence or design, but we cannot conceive the possi

bility of the former. The Formidable luffed out of the line,

which could not have been done inadvertently, and it is

therefore unfair to impute the victory obtained altogether

to accident, and still more to Mr. Clerk's system of

tactics.

Sir Samuel Hood's division did not follow Sir George

Rodney through the French fleet, for a reason which must

be obvious. By continuing his course, he soon became

necessarily opposed to the van of the French, separated

from the centre from the causes above described, and

between these a warm and close action was maintained, till

at length the smoke and concussion of the firing, which

also dissipated the light air of wind, so completely en

shrouded the ships of both fleets, that a cessation of firing

on both sides took place. It was past noon before the

smoke cleared away, by which time the French ships, for

the purpose, it is supposed, of effecting a rejunction, had

all bore up, and were then seen to leeward retreating in

disorder. A general chase was immediately commenced,

and the following ships were overtaken and captured ;

viz. 74-gun ship Glorieux (dismasted), taken possession

of by the Royal Oak ; Caesar, by the Centaur, after having
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been engaged by that ship and the Bedford ; Hector, en

gaged by the Alcide and Canada, and taken possession of

by the former. The Canada, after the Hector had sur

rendered, made sail, and overtaking the Ville de Paris,

brought her to action, and continued to engage her until

Sir Samuel Hood, in the Barfleur, arriving up, fought her

till she struck.* The 64-gun ship Ardent was captured by

the Belliqueux, and this appears to have been the issue of

the advantage gained ; for it being by this time sunset, Sir

George Rodney made the signal of recall, and the action

ceased. After the comments already made, it is only ne

cessary to give the relative force of the two fleets, and in

doing this we shall resort to a mode of calculation, which,

although it may seem objectionable and inapplicable in

other actions, will yet, we think, be considered in this case

to give a fair idea of the whole :—

This mode of reckoning, which the heavy metal carried

by the French ships in comparison with the English seems

to warrant, leaves a preponderancy in favour of them of the

Ville de Paris. By another mode of reckoning—that of

simply numbering the guns—it will appear as under :—

French. I English.

Guns ... 2,560 | Guns ... 2,640

Again, on the other hand, the number of men on board

the French ships greatly exceeded the British.

The killed and wounded on the 9th and 1 2th was uncom

monly slight, considering the size of the ships engaged and

the smoothness of the water : it was as follows—the ships

in order as they entered the action :—

French.

5 84-gun ships

English.

5 90-gun ships,

19 74

6 64

20 74

6 64

3 80

 

* It has been stated that the Russel also engaged the Ville de Paris

previously to the Barfleur's corning up.

x 2



308 [1782.BATTLES OF

Marlborough

Arrogant

Alcide

Nonsuch

Conqueror

Princessa

Prince George

Torbay

Anson ,

Fame ,

Russel

America

Hercules

Prothee

Resolution

Agamemnon ...

Duke

Formidable . . ,

Namur

Ships.

St. Albans ...

Canada

Repulse ,

Ajax

Bedford

Prince William

Magnificent ...

Centaur

Belliqueux ...

Warrior

Monarch

Barfleur

Valiant

Yarmouth

Montagu

Alfred

Royal Oak

Total 240 797

The loss in officers was as follows :—Formidable, Lieu

tenant Hele killed ; Royal Oak, Lieutenant George Wat-

kins killed, captain of marines wounded ; Alfred, Captain

William Bayne killed ; Montagu, master (William Cade)

killed ; Lieutenants Bruce and Buchan wounded ; Valiant,

Lieutenants Richard Winterbottom (killed), and William

Brown, and the master, Mr. Backhouse, wounded ; Warrior,

Mr. Stone, master, wounded; Magnificent, captain of

marines (Baggs) wounded ; Ajax, Lieutenant John Elliot,

and the pilot (Thomas Rossitor), wounded; Repulse, the

master and captain of marines wounded ; Duke, Lieu

tenant Cornish, the master (Mr. Cooper), boatswain (Mr.

Scott), wounded ; Agamemnon, Lieutenants Brice (mor

tally) and Incledon wounded ; Resolution, Captain Lord

Robert Manners mortally wounded ; Prothee, the master

(Thomas Love) wounded ; Hercules, Lieutenant Hobart

killed, Captain Savage wounded ; America, Lieutenants

Callowhill (killed) and Trelawney wounded ; Anson, Cap
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tain William Blair killed ; Torbay, lieutenant of marines

(Mounier) killed; Princessa, Lieutenants Dundas, McDowall,

and Laban (marines), wounded. The French loss is stated

to have been 3,000 killed, which number probably includes

the wounded.

The Ville de Paris had on board a great quantity of

specie, and was considered the finest ship afloat. She was

presented by the city of Paris to Louis XV. at the close of

the preceding war, and no pains or expense had been

spared upon her : she measured 2,300 tons. It is stated

that she cost, in building and fitting her for sea, no less

than £156,000. The Caesar was also a very fine ship, but

was unfortunately burnt on the night after her capture, by

which melancholy accident 400 of her crew, as well as a

lieutenant and 50 British seamen, perished. It is singular

that not one of the French ships captured on this day ever

reached England. The Ville de Paris, Hector, and Glo-

rieux foundering on their passage home.

Unaccustomed as England had been to a decisive victory,

this affair caused unbounded satisfaction, and Sir George

Rodney and Sir Samuel Hood were both elevated to the

peerage, and Rear-Admiral Drake and Commodore Affleck

created baronets. Public monuments in Westminster

Abbey were also ordered to be erected to the memory of

the three captains who fell in the action.

Sir George Rodney proceeded to Jamaica, having dis

patched Sir Samuel Hood in the Barfleur, with the Valiant

and Magnificent, to look after any disabled ships among the

islands ; and on the 19th, being in the Mona passage, five

sail were discovered and chased. After a smart action, the

French 64-gun ships Caton and Jason, and the 32-gun

frigate Aimable and corvette Ceres, were captured. The

fifth, which was the 36-gun frigate Astree, escaped. The

only ships which sustained any loss were the Valiant and

Magnificent, the first of which had four men killed and

six wounded, and the latter four killed and eight wounded.

On the 20th of April, the British 84-gun ship Fou-

droyant, Captain John Jervis, belonging to the fleet of Vice-

Admiral Barrington, cruizing off Ushant, was dispatched

with other ships in chase of a strange fleet, but at sunset
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that ship had got far a-head of her companions, and was

near enough to the strangers to make them out to be a con

voy, under the protection of four ships of war, two of them

line-of-battle ships. The squadron soon afterwards sepa

rated, and at lOh. 45m. the largest ship, which the Fou-

droyant was pursuing, also bore up. A hard squall, with

hazy weather, coming on about the same time, the Fou-

droyant lost sight of her fleet, but kept sight of the enemy,

and about half an hour after midnight brought her to close

action, which lasted about three-quarters of an hour, when

the Foudroyant having run the stranger on board, she sur

rendered. The prize was the French 74-gun ship Pegase,

commanded by the Chevalier de Sillaus, and out of a crew

of 700 men, she had upwards of 100 killed and wounded.

Only two or three men were wounded in the Foudroyant.

Other ships arriving up, the Pegase, which was a fine ship

of 1,778 tons, was taken possession of, and was subse

quently added to the British navy under the same name.

The Queen, Captain the Honourable Frederick Maitland,

on the next day captured the 64-gun ship Actionnaire,

armed en flute.

On the 20th of June, the British hired-armed ship

Defiance, mounting 14 or 16 long four-pounders, Lieutenant

George Cadman, being off Portland, observed a large brig

standing out of West Bay. As the two vessels closed, the

brig hoisted Dutch colours, and a well-contested battle,

which lasted two hours, ensued, when the brig hauled

down her colours. The prize was the privateer Zeuse,

belonging to Flushing, and mounted one long 18-pounder

on a pivot, and 16 broadside guns, 6-pounders, with a

crew of 113 men, of which she had 21 killed and 17

wounded. She had been launched only three weeks. The

crew of the Defiance numbered only 68 men, of which

she had one killed and one wounded ; her masts, sails, and

rigging were much damaged. Lieutenant Cadman was

most deservedly promoted.

On the 29th of July, at day-break, the British 12-

pounder 36-gun frigate Santa Margaritta, Captain Elliot

Salter, while cruizing off the mouth of the Chesapeak, dis

covered in the south-east quarter, and chased, the French
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36-gun frigate Amazone. Shortly afterwards, eight large

ships were observed standing out from the land, which

induced Captain Salter to haul to the wind and make sail

to the northward. The Amazone then commenced the

pursuit, and at 3h. p.m., the Santa Margaritta having drawn

her out of sight of the strangers, tacked, and again stood

towards her. At 5h. p.m., as the two ships passed on

opposite tacks (the Santa Margaritta on the larboard, and

the Amazone on the starboard tack), the Amazone opened

her fire ; but the British frigate reserved her broadside until

on the point of wearing, and having arrived on the Ama-

zone's weather quarter, the Santa Margaritta's helm was

put a-weather, and passing under the French frigate's

stern, a destructive raking broadside was thrown in ; then

luffing up alongside of her to leeward, a most animated

cannonading ensued. The action had lasted one hour and

a quarter, when the Amazone surrendered, and was taken

possession of. She was a fine ship, commanded by the

Vicomte de Montguiote, who was killed in the action ; and

out of a crew of 301 men, she sustained a loss of 70

men killed and 80 wounded, including every officer except

one in the ship. Her main and mizen masts fell shortly

after she was taken possession of, and she had four feet

water in her hold. The loss on board the British frigate

was comparatively slight ; she commenced the action with

255 men, of which number she had one midshipman (Mr.

Dalrymple) and four men killed and 17 men wounded. All

her spars and rigging were greatly damaged, but none fell.

Every exertion was made during the night to shift the

prisoners, but having only one boat that would swim, this

was found a difficult task ; and only 68, including officers,

were removed. The Amazone was then taken in tow, and

Captain Salter made all sail to the eastward, hoping to

increase his distance from the French squadron, which he

was informed by his prisoners those ships belonged to which

he had seen in the morning ; but at day-break on the follow

ing morning, he had the mortification to see the French

squadron in chase of him. So close was the enemy upon

him, that he had only time to remove the men from the

prize, and not being able to take out the remainder of the
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prisoners, could not destroy her, and she was shortly after

wards retaken. This was a most gallant action on both

sides, but in particular reflects the highest praise on the

nautical skill of Captain Salter evinced in the able manner

in which he conducted his attack ; aware, at the same

time, that he was not far from the formidable force which

afterwards robbed him of his trophy.

A very gallant action was fought off the island of

Ceylon on the 12th of August, by the British 28-gun

frigate Coventry, Captain Andrew Mitchell, with the French

40-gun frigate Bellone. The engagement continued up

wards of two hours, when the latter sheered off, leaving

the Coventry too much disabled to follow her ; and with the

loss of 15 men killed and 29 wounded.

On the 29th of August, the 100-gun ship Royal George,

bearing the flag of Rear-Admiral Kempenfelt, overset and

sank at Spithead, whereby near 800 human beings perished.

Captain Waghorn, Lieutenant P. C. H. Durham, and

about 200 of her crew only were picked up.

On the 1st of September, the British 18-gun sloop Due

de Chartres, Captain John Child Purvis, on the North

American station, fell in with the French 22-gun corvette

Aigle, M. de Preneuf, bound from Cape Francois to

Boston with dispatches. After a smart action of one

hour's duration, in which the Aigle had her captain and 1 2

men killed, and two officers and 13 men wounded, the French

ship surrendered. The Due de Chartres had not a man

hurt. Captain Purvis was promoted for the ability and

bravery displayed on this occasion.

On the 4th of September, the British 44-gun ship Rain

bow (armed entirely with carronades), Captain Henry Trol-

lope, being off the Isle of Bas, discovered and gave chase

to a French frigate. At 7h. a.m., having arrived within

gun-shot of the enemy, the Rainbow commenced firing her

chase guns, which were returned by the frigate ; but at

8h. 30m., the Rainbow having got alongside and fired a

broadside, the stranger surrendered. The prize was the

French 18-pounder 40-gun frigate Hebe, a fine new ship of

1,063 tons, commanded by the Chevalier de Vigny, capi-

taine de vaisseau, and had on board 360 men, of which
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she had her second captain and four men killed. Her

wheel was shot away, and one 68-pound shot had disabled

her foremast. The surrender of this ship, after so slight a

resistance, is not surprising when the unusual armament

of the Rainbow is taken into consideration, which is sub

joined, as well as that of the Hebe :—

Rainbow. Hebe. 

The Hebe was purchased into the British navy, and

being a beautiful ship, served as a model to English ship

wrights for many years. The Rainbow had no one hurt.

On the 5th of September, the 74-gun ship Hector, one

of the prizes taken on the 12th of April by Sir George

Rodney's fleet, commanded by Captain John Bourchier,

being on her voyage to England, and having separated from

the ill-fated squadron with which she had sailed from

Jamaica, was fallen in with by the French 40-gun frigates

Aigle and Gloire. The Hector was at the time very ill

prepared for two such powerful opponents, having only 52

guns mounted, and not half manned. Her whole crew,

officers included, amounted to no more than 223 ; but in

addition there were on board for a passage to England 62

French and American prisoners, and seven officers and 66

invalid soldiers from the different regiments in the West

Indies : among the passengers was Captain William

O'Brien Drury. At 2h. a.m. the frigates were first de

scried bearing down upon the Hector ; they were fine new

ships, and were fully manned, having on board, in addition,

a great number of troops. Every preparation was made on

board the Hector for defence ; and at 2h. 20m. the frigates

having taken up their positions, one on the bow and the

other on the quarter of the Hector, commenced the action.

Encouraged by the slackness of the fire which the British

ship could return, the frigates continued to close, and

made an attempt to board, but were beaten back with much

loss, and the fight was continued without intermission

till half an hour after day-break, when they in the most

dastardly manner made sail away. The Hector's masts
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and yards were all badly wounded in the encounter, and

her sails cut to ribbons ; several shot, also, had struck her

between wind and water, which, added to her previously

crazy state, reduced her to a sinking state. Her loss

amounted to Lieutenant Tothill and eight men killed, and

Captain Bourchier (severely, having had his right arm shot

away, and his back much injured) and 32 men wounded.

Captain Bourchier was wounded about the middle of the

action, but the assistance rendered by Captain Drury pre

vented this loss from being so severely felt as it must other

wise have been. The Hector, unable to prosecute her

voyage homeward, bore up for Halifax ; but after suffering

the most dreadful privations, and losing nearly all her crew,

it was found impossible to keep her afloat any longer, and

on the 3rd of October she was abandoned ; the remainder

of the crew being rescued by the Hawke brig, commanded

by Captain John Hill.

On the 15th of September, the same two frigates

(L*Aigle and La Gloire) were chased into the Delaware

River by a squadron under the command of Captain the

Hon. Keith Elphinstone, in the 50-gun ship Warwick,

consisting besides of the 64-gun ship Lion, Captain Wil

liam Fooks ; 28-gun frigate Vestal, Captain William Fox ;

and the Bonetta sloop, Captain Richard Goodwin Keats.

The Gloire succeeded in getting so far up the river that she

could not be attacked with any prospect of success, the

British ships having no pilot on board ; but the Aigle hav

ing grounded, the Vestal and Bonetta, drawing less water,

were dispatched to the attack of the French frigate, accom

panied by the Sophie, a prize recently captured by the

squadron, mounting 22 guns, which latter was manned

with 150 men from the Warwick and Lion, under the

command of Lieutenant Walter Lock. The Vestal, in

obedience to these orders, ran aground on the starboard

quarter of the Aigle, the Bonetta anchored within 200

yards of her larboard quarter, while the Sophie anchored

under her stern. The ships were so judiciously stationed,

that the Aigle was unable to bring a gun to bear on her

enemies, and, after receiving a few broadsides, surren

dered. The Aigle was one of the finest frigates afloat :
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she measured 1,200 tons, and was armed with long 24-

pounders* on her main-deck, and 12 long 8-pounders on

the quarter-deck and forecastle. She was commanded by

Commodore Comte La Touche, and had onboard the com

mander-in-chief of the French troops in America and seve

ral noblemen (who escaped) and 600 men, including troops.

Before she surrendered, the Aigle's masts were cut away

and the ship scuttled ; but notwithstanding these injuries

she was got off, and added to the British navy under the

same name, as was also the Sophie.

On the 1 7th of October, a British squadron, consisting

of the 74-gun ship Torbay, Captain John Lewis Gidoin ;

90-gun ship London, Captain James Kempthorne, and

Badger sloop, being on a cruize off the east end of St.

Domingo, discovered and chased a line-of-battle ship and

frigate, bearing north-west, the wind at the time being from

the southward. The strangers bore up and made all sail

with the wind on the starboard quarter ; and the London,

taking the lead, was at 2h. 24m. p.m. fired at by the 74-gun

ship, which was the Scipion. The London shortly afterwards

returned the enemy's fire from her bow-chasers, and occa

sionally yawed to fire her broadside. At 8h. p.m. the London

succeeded in getting alongside to leeward of the Scipion,

and the latter shortening sail, a close action took place,

which continued for forty minutes, the Scipion's consort

also, the 40-gun frigate Sybille, keeping up a galling fire

under the London's bows.

The Scipion shewing a disposition to relinquish the fight,

the London put her helm down in order to get athwart her

hawse, and the two ships fell foul of each other, the

Scipion's larboard cathead being abreast of the London's

starboard gangway, and in this position the action was

continued with increased fury. After a little time, how

ever, the Scipion, having dexterously backed clear of the

London, bore up under her stern and fired her broadside.

Immediate attempts were made to wear the London, but the

leading block of the weather tiller-rope having unfortunately

* It does not appear that this ship was established with 24 -pound

ers in the British navy, where she was classed as a 38 -gun frigate.
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been shot away with part of the sweep, the ship came round

head to wind before it was possible to prevent it by the re

lieving tackles. Having at length wore round, the London

again closed with the Scipion, and recommenced the action,

in which the Sybille again took part, and it was continued

until lOh. 20m. p.m., when the Scipion ceased firing, and

it was concluded that she had struck, as the Sybille made

all sail away from her. The London also ceased firing;

but, having had the larboard fore-yard-arm shot away as

well as most of the running rigging and sails, was unable

to close the Scipion to take possession.

The Torbay arriving up, Captain Kempthorne commu

nicated the state of the London, and the Torbay made sail

after the Scipion, which in the meanwhile, aided by a par

tial air of wind, was making sail in shore. Although Capt.

Gidoin crowded all sail, the Scipion preserved her distance,

and at day-break on the following morning she was still a

mile and a half a-head. At 3h. 30m. p.m. of the 18th, the

Torbay, having at length closed with the Scipion, fired a

broadside into her, when she bore up and ran into English

harbour, where she struck on a rock, and was totally lost.

The Scipion was commanded by the Chevaber de Grimou-

ard (the same who commanded the Minerve when she was

captured, in 1 781, by the Courageux), who was wounded in

the action, and, in his most gallant and praiseworthy de

fence, sustained a loss of 15 men killed and 46 wounded.

The London, in her equally gallant engagement with the

Scipion and Sybille, had nine men killed and two mor

tally wounded, and Lieutenants Richard Rundell Burgess,

Hankey, and John Trigge, and 72 men wounded.

On the 6th of December, the British 64-gun ship Ruby,

Captain John Collins, belonging to the squadron of Sir

Richard Hughes, being 40 leagues to windward of Barba-

does, overtook, and, after an action of forty minutes' dura

tion, compelled to surrender the French 64-gun ship Soli

taire, commanded by the Chevalier de Borda. The

Solitaire had her mizen-mast shot away, and 20 men killed

and 35 wounded. The Ruby had only two men wounded.

The ships which were in company with the Solitaire, and

which were chased by Sir Richard Hughes, escaped. Cap
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tain Collins received the honour of knighthood for this

action.

On the 12th of December, at 7h. a.m., the British 44-

gun ship Mediator, Captain the Hon. John Luttrell, cruiz

ing off Ferrol, came in sight of five sail to leeward, which

she immediately bore up to examine. At 8h. the hulls of the

strangers, which were formed in line of battle, close hauled,

were distinctly visible, and consisted of the following ships,

beginning with the headmost :—the frigate-built 36-gun

ship Eugene, with a crew of 130 men, Captain Baudin;

an American brig, of 14 guns and 70 men ; Menagere,

64-gun ship, armed en flute (laden with gunpowder), Cap

tain Folignac, mounting on her main-deck 26 long 12-

pounders and 4 long 6-pounders on her quarter-deck, with

a crew of 212 men; Alexander, of 24 long 9-pounders and

102 men, wearing a French ensign and an American pen

dant, and commanded by Captain Gregory, in the service

of the American Congress ; the sternmost was the French

ship Dauphin Royale, of 28 guns and 120 men.

Notwithstanding this formidable array, Captain Luttrell

determined on trying what could be done, and accordingly

continued bearing down to close them under plain sails,

and at 10h. a.m. was fired at by the Menagere ; but as the

shot were observed to come from the upper deck, Captain

Luttrell rightly concluded she had no lower-deck guns.

After ranging along the enemies' line, the Mediator tacked

and bore up, in order to bring the rear ship to action first,

and at 10h. 30m., having opened fire on the Dauphin

Royale, that ship, as also the Alexander, bore up out of the

line, leaving the Eugene, Menagere, and American brig.

These three latter then wore and endeavoured to protect the

two rear ships, which at 11h. the Mediator had bore up to

cut off. The Mediator, after gallantly fighting her way

through her numerous foes, took possession of the Alex

ander ; and, as by this time the enemies were all endeavour

ing to escape before the wind, great expedition was neces

sary to remove the prisoners ; but this being done, and a

prize master and crew put on board, the Mediator made

sail after the retreating ships. At 3h. p.m. the Eugene

hauled her wind, but the Mediator followed the Menagere,
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which at 5h. 30m. she brought to action. Just at this

time a heavy squall coming on, the Mediator was nearly

filled in consequence of the lowness of her lower-deck ports,

and was obliged to put before the wind to get the ports in

and clear the ship of the water. At 9h. the Mediator,

having again got up with the Menagere, was on the point of

firing into her, when she also struck and was taken posses

sion of, and being then not more than five miles from Ferrol,

Captain Luttrell judged it prudent to haul his wind off

shore. In this most gallant attack, the Mediator sustained

no loss, the enemy having fired principally at her masts,

which were much cut. The Alexander had six men killed

and nine wounded, and the Menagere a passenger and three

seamen killed and several wounded.

The Dauphin and brig were seen the next morning ; but

having already 300 prisoners and being on an enemy's coast,

Captain Luttrell was under the necessity of foregoing any

further proceedings, and made sail for England with his

two prizes. A most villanous attempt was made by Cap

tain Gregory, of the Alexander, at the head of a party of

the prisoners, to gain possession of the Mediator. This

was the more disgraceful, as the man had received much

kindness from Captain Luttrell ; it was, however, subdued

after much exertion, and the originator placed in irons.

The French officers, to their honour, had no part in the

treacherous proceeding. The gallantry evinced by Captain

Luttrell in first attacking so imposing a force, and the skill

which brought it to a successful termination, merit the

highest encomiums.

On the 19th of December, the American ship South

Carolina, Captain Jones, carrying the unusual armament of

28 long 42-pounders on her main-deck and 12 long 12-

pounders on the quarter-deck and forecastle, was captured

by a British squadron, consisting of the 32-gun frigate

Quebec, Captain Christopher Mason ; 44-gun ship Dio-

mede, Thomas Lenox Frederick ; and 32-gun frigate

Astrea, Mathew Squire.

1783.—This year, the last of the war, affords only a few

actions of any consequence. The first occurred on the 2nd

of January. The British 44-gun ship Endymion and 36
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gun frigate Magicienne, Captains Edward Tyrrel Smith

and Thomas Graves, being off Cape Francois, chased a

French convoy of 17 sail, under the protection of the 36-

gun frigate Sybille and 14-gun brig Railleur. The Magi

cienne was soon very far a-head of the Endymion, and at

noon brought to action the Railleur, and quickly silenced

her fire, when pushing on she brought the Sybille to action.

The engagement between these two ships was very severe,

they being so close together that much fighting took place

between the men with pikes and rammers out of the

ports. At 2h. 30m. p.m. the Sybille's fire slackened, and

hopes were entertained of bringing the matter to a suc

cessful termination, when just at this time her fore and main

masts fell over the side, and she dropped astern clear of

the Sybille. The latter instantly made all sail away, and

at 3h. 30m. the Endymion passed within hail, cheering as

she passed, and pursued the Sybille ; but the latter suc

ceeded in making her escape, and the Magicienne with

difficulty reached Jamaica on the 17th. Besides being

totally dismasted, the Magicienne had 16 men killed and 31

wounded. The loss sustained by the Sybille, as acknow

ledged by the French, amounted only to 13 men killed, and

her commodore (M. de Kergariou) and 29 dangerously,

and eight slightly wounded ; but, considering the duration

and severity of the contest, this appears much too slight.

That the Sybille would have become the prize of the Ma

gicienne, had it not been for the unfortunate fall of her

masts, seems highly probable ; but this is at least certain,

that the gallantry with which the action was conducted

was such as to confer much honour upon the captain, offi

cers, and crew of the Magicienne.

On the 6th of January, in consequence of the damages

her masts received in the above action, the Sybille was

also dismasted, and, under jury-masts, was fallen in with

off the Chesapeak, on the 22nd, by the British 28-gun

frigate Hussar, Captain Thomas Macnamara Russel. The

Sybille had been under the necessity of throwing twelve of

her main-deck guns overboard, and was otherwise appa

rently in a defenceless state, and this, added to a disgrace

ful misuse of the signal of distress and to her hoisting Bri
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tish over French colours, induced Captain Russel to run

down under her lee with the intention of affording assistance.

But on coming close alongside, the British colours were

hauled down, and the Hussar unexpectedly became exposed

to a heavy fire from the Sybille, followed by an attempt to

board her. This the Hussar quickly returned, and the two

ships running off the wind, maintained a most determined

action for an hour, when the Sybille hauled to the wind on

the larboard tack, but was followed by the Hussar, and, after

two hours' chase, was again brought to action, and after

a short struggle hauled down her colours. At this time the

French frigate's magazine was swamped in consequence of

the damages she had received, and further resistance was

impossible. Commodore Kergariou, on being brought on

board the Hussar, presented his sword to Captain Russel,

who, justly incensed and disgusted at the treacherous and

unnational proceeding of the French commodore, broke the

sword in pieces and put him in confinement as a state pri

soner. The 50-gun ship Centurion, Captain S. W. Clayton,

hove in sight to windward shortly after the action com

menced; and the 14-gun sloop Terrier, Captain Richard

Morice, being to leeward, was crowding every stitch of sail

endeavouring to get up.

On the 18th of January, at lh. p.m., as the British 50-

gun ship Leander, Captain John Willet Payne, was on her

return to Jamaica from having seen a convoy to the north

ward of the West India Islands, a large ship was observed

coming down upon her before the wind. The stranger,

however, either mistaking the Leander's force, or from some

other cause, having approached within five or six miles,

hauled up to the southward. Although the stranger was

evidently a large line-of-battle ship, Captain Payne deter

mined on chasing, and at 4h. p.m. tacked after her and

made all sail. At about lh. a.m. on the 19th, the Leander

closed with the stranger, which was the French 80-gun

ship Couronne ; and having ranged up alongside to lee

ward at the distance of not more than fifty yards, gallantly

commenced the action. The Leander's position was on the

Couronne's starboard-bow, and from her being so near

she was three times set on fire by the French ship's wads.
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The ships were at one time foul of each other, and an at

tempt was made to board the Leander ; but, although the

Couronne's deck was full of soldiers, who kept up a tre

mendous fire of musketry in order to cover the boarders,

the attempt was frustrated with great loss to the assailants.

For two hours did the Leander sustain this unequal contest,

in the course of which, from the heavy metal of theCouronne,

the ship was rendered almost unmanageable, and had suf

fered a severe loss in killed and wounded. While in this

crippled state the Leander dropped to leeward of her op

ponent, and the latter, observing her apparently defenceless

state, attempted to bear up under her stern to rake her ;

but this intention being perceived was prevented by putting

the Leander's helm aport, when the two ships paid off be

fore the wind, the action meanwhile being continued with

great spirit. After a short time the Couronne dropped

astern, and hauling to the wind discontinued the action,

and at day-break the French ship was nowhere to be seen.

This action is highly creditable to Captain Payne, his offi

cers, and crew.

On the 18th of January, at day-break, as the British

44-gun ship Argo, Captain John Butchart, was off the

Island of Sombrero, on her return to Antigua, with the

Governor (Shirley) on board, she sprung her main-topmast

in a fresh gale of wind ; and while getting another up she

was discovered and chased by the French 36-gun frigates

Concorde and Nymphe, which had been dispatched from

Martinique to look after her. At 11h. a.m. the Nymphe,

having closed with the Argo, commenced the action,

which the latter was not able to return with proper effect, in

consequence of the heavy sea running, which prevented

the possibility of opening the lower-deck ports. The

Argo was, therefore, put before the wind in the hope of

reaching Tortola ; and, being closely followed by the frigate,

a running fight was kept up on both sides, the Argo's deck

being knee-deep in water. After having engaged the

Nymphe for nearly two hours, the Concorde also arrived

up and took part in the action. At 4h. p.m. the Argo,

having sustained a loss of 13 men killed and a great many

VOL. I, Y
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wounded, and all her lower masts being badly wounded, her

main-topmast shot away, besides many shots between wind

and water, was compelled to haul down her colours, and

was taken possession of. The Argo continued in posses

sion of the enemy till the morning of the 20th, when she

was chased and recaptured by the British 74-gun ship In

vincible, Captain Charles Saxton.

On the 16th of February, the Concorde, after a long

chase, was overtaken and captured by the British 74-gun

ship Magnificent, Captain Robert Linzee, after a very gal

lant resistance.

The action which concluded this long and sanguinary war

was a fifth engagement between the rival commanders in

the East Indies, which took place off Pondicherry on the 20th

June. The British squadron consisted of the following :—

Gun Ship.

i q , rVice-Adm. Sir Edward Hughes,

_ . j " \Captain Henry Newcome,

1 Hero ICommodore Richard King,

L LCaptain Theophilus Jones,

„n r.., ,, rCommodore Sir Richard Bickerton,
80 Gibraltar < n . ■ m, u- i

LCaptam L nomas Hicks,

,, William Allen,fCumberland...

74 S Sultan

^Defence

70 Burford

68 Monarca

Monmouth ...

Eagle

. Magnanime...

64 / Sceptre

Africa

Worcester ...

Exeter

64 Inflexible

50{BSristoU».'.'.'»'.'

Andrew Mitchell,

Thomas Newnham.

Peter Rainier,

John Gell,

James Alms,

William Clarke,

Thomas Mackenzie,

Samuel Graves,

Robert Macdonald,

Charles Hughes,

John S. Smith,

Hon. J. W. Chetwynd,

James Burney,

Charles Halliday.

Frigates, &c.—Chaser, Harriet, Medea, Naiad, San Car
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los, Juno, Lizard, Minerva, Pondicherry, Combustion, Sea

horse, and Active.

The French squadron was as usual greatly superior in

point of sailing, and M. de Suffren was enabled to decline

or bring on action at his pleasure. After a continued en

deavour on the part of Sir Edward Hughes to bring the

enemy, who was superior in number of ships and force, to

action, the latter, on this day being to windward, bore up,

and at 4h. p.m., having taken up a position a little within

long-gun shot of the weather-beam of the British, an en

gagement commenced, which continued three hours, when

M. Suffren made sail to windward. The British squadron

suffered very much in masts and rigging, the Gibraltar and

Isis in particular, and the loss in killed and wounded, in

the order the ships were formed, was as follows :—

Ships.

Cumberland

Monmouth

Bristol

Hero

Eagle

Magnanime

Sceptre

Burford

Monarca ...

Superb

Sultan

2

2

5

4

1

17

10

6

12

4

11

19

10

21

8

16

47

20

14

41

20

Ships.

Worcester .

Africa ....

Exeter ....

Gibraltar .

Inflexible .

Isis

Defence ....

Total

Killed.

Wounded.

8 32

5 25

4 99

6 40

3 30

3 30

7 38

99 431

The French loss, though it must have been equally

severe, is not stated. News of the peace reached Sir Ed

ward Hughes only a few days afterwards.

On the 20th of January, preliminary articles of peace

were concluded at Versailles between Great Britain and

France, and also with Spain. To sum up the events of

this war would lead into more matter of discussion than

we are prepared for. The opinion of Mr. Pitt was cer

y 2
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tainly most unfavourable to the prosecution of war, and he

considered that more was to be gained by negotiations than

the force of arms.

We will now endeavour to submit at one view the losses

sustained by each of the belligerent powers during this

war.

LOSS SUSTAINED BY THE

SHIPS OF GUNS.

64^6 10 30

74 <110 SO 70 to to toto

I

ft

60 40 30 20
en

O
H

1 4

1

8 4 15 9 10

1

51

6

5"Ha

■•

2 2••

'i

1 9 9 4 17 11 11 62..

fcaptured •• 1 4

2

1

4 2

2

11

12

1

Spanish* destrd; by enemy

L [by accident

••

• • 3 *5

1 7 7 4 5 24

Dutch* {destroyed
1 2 1 1 1 6

1 1 2

Total loss 2 2 1 1 2 8

•• 9

4

21

11

23

17

53

32
American lde^troyed

•• •• ••

13 32 40 83

fcaptured 1 4 4 10 57 76

1 1 4 4 2 12

3 11 442 8 1 3 21 93••

?

2 8 1 5 IS 35 103 181

Exclusive of privateers, &c.
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The following table will exhibit the state of the navy at

the close of the war.

SHIPS OF GUNS.

•

STATE OF THE ROYAL &

NAVY, JANUARY, 98 76 68 56 40 34 26 a

1783. 100 to 84 80 to to 60 to 44 to to to
•a <

H

90 70 64 50 36 28 20
|Sloopsa O

H

Afloat 2 14 1 4 57 4G 8 20 15 20 05 20 83 361

3 5 •• 29 5 3 13 6 29 1 12 106

5 19
I1

4 86 51 • 23 28 2G 94 27 95 467

With reference to the above, Beatson gives the following

as the number in commission at this period. Ships of the

line, 112; of 50 guns, 20; frigates, 150; but this latter

number is intended to include 20-gun ships and sloops.

The number of seamen voted for the four years respec

tively—viz. from 1780 to 1783, both inclusive—was 85,000,

90,000, 100,000, and 110,000.

1790.—One of the few interesting events afforded by

peaceable times is found in the following anecdote related in

the Naval Chronicle, vol.xvii., in reference to Captain Macna-

mara Russell, whose gallant conduct in capturing the Sybille,

in 1 783, we have just recorded.f Some time during the year

1790 this officer commanded the Diana frigate, on the

Jamaica station, and on one occasion was dispatched by

Admiral Affleck to convey a cargo of provisions—as an act

of perfect charity—from the government and principal inha

bitants of Jamaica to the white people of St. Domingo,

who were at that time suffering severely from the depre

dations of the people of colour. He was received, of course,

* Exclusive of armed ships, transports, cutters, fire-ships, &c. &c.

f Seep. 319.
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with joy and thankfulness, as a token of which he was

invited to a public dinner given on shore by the colonial

assembly at Aux Cayes.

At this repast, Captain Russell represented to the assem

bly that there was a Lieutenant Perkins, of the British

navy, cruelly confined in a dungeon at Jeremie, on the other

side of the island, under the pretext of having supplied the

blo.cks with arms ; but, in fact, through malice for his acti

vity against the trade of that part of St. Domingo in the

American war. Captain Russell stated, that before he had

ventured to plead his cause, he had satisfied himself of his

absolute innocence ; that he had undergone nothing like a

legal process—a thing impossible from the suspension of

their ordinary courts of justice, in consequence of the dis

tracted state of the colony—and yet, horrible to relate, he

lay under sentence of death ! " Grant him !"—exclaimed

Captain Russell—" grant me his life ! Do not suffer these

people to be guilty of the murder of an innocent man, by

which they would drag British vengeance upon the whole

island !"

So forcible was the appeal, that the assembly, in the

most hearty and unequivocal manner, promised that an

order should be transmitted for him to be delivered in

stantly. On the following day Captain Russell sent an

officer to receive the promised order for Lieutenant Per

kins's release ; but the officer returned unsuccessful, and

on being again sent, received a positive refusal from the

assembly ; " for as it was a promise made after dinner, they

did not think it binding."

On the same day the Ferret sloop, Captain William

Nowell, arrived. Captain Nowell had been to Jeremie

with despatches, containing the request of Lord Effingham

and Admiral Affleck, that Lieutenant Perkins might be

released, which the council of commerce there had abso

lutely refused ; adding, " that the imperious voice of the

law called for his execution." No sooner was Captain

Russell apprized of this state of affairs, than he declared

that he would sacrifice as many Frenchmen as there were

hairs on Perkins's head, if they murdered him, and in

stantly ordering the Diana to be got underway, he crowded
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all sail, and together with the Ferret reached Jeremie in a

very short space of time.

Captain Russell then dispatched Captain Nowell on

shore with a letter addressed to the president of the coun

cil, demanding in the most formal and impressive manner

the release of the lieutenant. On landing, Captain Nowell

was surrounded by a mob, before which the president read

the letter. The president then asked of Captain Nowell

what would be the consequence of a refusal ? and received

for answer, that the town would be attacked, and the lives

of thousands probably sacrificed. The mob then grew out

rageous. " You shall have him," exclaimed one, " but it

shall be in quarters !" Captain Nowell instantly drew his

sword, and looking at the president said, " Sir, order that

fellow out of my sight, or he dies !" The president did so,

and after a few more threats from Captain Nowell, and

stating that he would not return without Lieutenant Per

kins, succeeded at length in obtaining his object. The

poor lieutenant was led from his dungeon, at the door of

which, and in his sight, was planted the rack on which he

was to have been tortured the very next morning.
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CHAPTER XIII.

1793.

On the 2nd of January, 1793, as the British 16-gun

sloop Childers, commanded by Captain Robert Barlow,

cruizing in the Channel, was standing in towards the har

bour of Brest, one of the batteries which guard the en

trance, distant from the brig not more than three-quarters

of a mile, fired a shot at her. Imagining the character of

his vessel to be unknown, Captain Barlow hoisted his

colours : upon which the forts also hoisted French colours,

with a red pendant over them, and both opened their fire

upon the British vessel, which had by this time been driven

by the flood-tide still nearer to them. A breeze soon after

coming off shore, the Childers made sail and soon got out

of gun-shot, without having sustained any loss. One shot

only—a 48-pounder—struck one of her guns, and split

into three pieces, but injured no one.

On the 21st of January, the French revolutionary party

murdered Louis XVI. ; and the King of England, refusing

to countenance their horrible proceedings, ordered the

French ambassador to quit the country. On the 1st of

February, the National Convention declared war against

Great Britain and the United Netherlands, which was fol

lowed by a counter declaration of war against France on

the 11th of the same month. The King of Spain also not

feeling an inclination to side with the French party, war

was declared against that nation by France on the 4th of

March, in which war Portugal was also involved.

It is desirable to bear in mind the real force of the rival

navies of England and France at this period; and this

matter has been laboriously divested, by that pains-taking

individual, the late Mr. James, of the confusion thrown
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around it, partly intentionally, and in part accidentally.

He gives the following as the bond fide effective force of

the line-of-battle of each navy :—

No. of Ships. No. of Guns.

Aggregate broadside
weight of metal in
English pounds.

British line 115

76

8,718

6,002

88,957

73,957

The above statement is very essential to a right under

standing of the real difficulties and force which the British

navy had to contend against. The first column, without

the second, would not suffice, owing to the large number of

64-gun ships in the British navy, and of 110 and 120-gun

ships in the French ; neither would the second convey the

requisite knowledge, without the third, in consequence

of the heavier metal employed in the French navy ; but

united, they shew that the real preponderance of the Eng

lish over the French navy did not amount to more than

15,0001bs., or, in other words, about 15 sail of the line.

The navy of Spain was not very inferior to that of

France, and Portugal also possessed several fine 74-gun

ships.

The first action of this celebrated war was fought on the

13th of March, between the British 16-gun brig Scourge

(but which had only eight of her guns, long 6-pounders,

mounted), commanded by Captain George Brisac, and the

Sans Culotte French privateer of 12 guns, eight long 8-

pounders, and four English 12-pounder carronades. The

action took place off Scilly, and lasted three hours ; but in

the end, proved victorious to the Scourge, which lost in

the action, out of her crew of 70 men and boys, one man

killed, and one wounded. The privateer, out of a crew of

81, had nine killed and 20 wounded. The first British

officer who lost his life in this war was Lieutenant John

Western, of the Syren, 32, who, in command of a gun

boat (the gun of which he was at the time levelling), was

actively co-operating with the forces under the orders of

H. R. H. the Duke of York, at the Noord, on the Moor
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dyke, on the 21st of March, when he received a musket-

ball through his head from the enemy's entrenchments.

Lieutenant Western was buried in the church of Dordrecht,

to which place his remains were followed by the Duke of

York, who ordered a suitable monument to be erected to

his memory.

On the 14th of April, a squadron underRear-Admiral Gell,

bound to the Mediterranean, consisting of the St. George,

98 ; Ganges, Edgar, and Egmont, 74's ; with the Phaeton

frigate ; fell in with and captured the General Dumourier

privateer, mounting 22 long six-pounders, and 196 men,

with a Spanish galleon, which she was convoying to a port

of France. The galleon was from Lima with a cargo valued

at £200,000. Both were taken to Plymouth, and after

much litigation were condemned. The seizure of this re

captured ship, though perfectly legal, occasioned a great

sensation at Madrid ; and was one of the principal causes

of the war which afterwards broke out between Spain and

Great Britain.

On the 13th of May, at 5h. p.m., being in lat. 42° 34'

N., long. 13° 12' W., the British 12-pounder 32-gun fri

gate Iris, Captain George Lumsdaine, while standing to

the southward, with the wind at north-east, discovered a

sail on her weather quarter. The Iris hauled to the wind to

close the stranger, and at 6h. hove to. At 6h. 30m. the

stranger, which appeared to be a French frigate, having

hauled up on the weather quarter of the Iris, the action

commenced and continued until 8h., when the stranger

made all sail to windward and escaped. The Iris endea

voured to make sail after her, but her foremast, main-top

mast, and mizen-mast went over the side in the attempt.

The Iris reached Gibraltar five days afterwards, and it was

conjectured that she had engaged the Medee of 36-guns,

which statement subsequently appeared in the London

journals ; but it was afterwards pretty clearly ascertained

that her opponent was the Citoyenne Francoise, an old

French 32-gun frigate, then a privateer, which ship arrived

at Bordeaux in a shattered state. Out of a crew of 217,

the Iris had four seamen killed ; her first lieutenant, master

(Mr. Magee, mortally), and 30 seamen and marines
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wounded. The Citoyenne, out of 250, had her captain

(Dubedal) and 15 men killed, and 37 wounded.

On the 27th of May, at day-break, Cape Finisterre bear

ing south-east, distant 120 leagues, the British 12-pounder

32-gun frigate Venus, Captain Jonathan Faulkner, and

French 36-gun frigate Semillante, descried each other. The

Semillante hauled up to reconnoitre, hoisted a blue flag at the

peak, and fired two guns. The Venus, in reply, hoisted her

colours and fired a shot. At 4h. 30m. a.m. the Semil

lante tacked, and, hauling close to the wind, endeavoured

to weather the Venus. At 7h. 30m., the French frigate

having reached the lee beam of the Venus, a warm can

nonade commenced, the two ships gradually nearing each

other until 10h. a.m., when they were within a cable's

length, the Venus being to windward. The Semillante had

by this time lost her first and second officers, and her masts,

yards, and hull were much damaged. For the last half-

hour she had made but a weak return to the spirited fire

of the Venus, and just as Captain Faulkner had bore

down upon her, in the hope of taking possession, a stranger

hove in sight to leeward, which made signals to the Semil

lante, upon which she bore up to join her friend. The

Venus, which had also suffered severely in her masts,

yards, and rigging, hauled to the wind to repair her

damages. According to the statement of the captain of

an English merchant- ship on board the Semillante, that

ship had five feet water in the hold when she reached port.

The Venus, out of a crew of 192, had two men killed and

19 wounded; and the Semillante, out of a crew of 300

men, had 12 killed and 20 wounded. This ship's consort,

which was the Cleopatre, crowded all sail after the Venus;

but being far to windward, with smooth water, the Venus

got clear off, and rejoined the Nymphe, from which she

had parted two days before in chase.

On the 27th of May, early in the morning, about two

leagues distant from Cape Tiburon, the Hysena, of 24 guns,*

Captain William Hargood, was chased by the Concorde, the

* The Hyaena had not more than 90 men on board, her second

lieutenant and several of the crew being absent in prizes.
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advanced frigate of a French squadron. Captain Hargood,

after making every possible effort to escape, in which the

ship carried away several of her spars, finding that as the

wind had fallen light, and the Concorde was bringing up a

fine breeze, he could offer no effectual resistance, after con

sulting his officers, surrendered the ship. On the 11th of

October, 1793, Captain Hargood was tried by court-mar

tial in Hamoaze, and most honourably acquitted.

On the 17th of June, the 36-gun frigate Nymphe, Cap

tain Edward Pellew, sailed from Falmouth on a cruize.

On the next day, at 3h. 30m. a.m., the Start bearing east

by north five or six leagues, a sail was discovered to lee

ward, and the Nymphe bore up under all sail. At 5h. the

stranger, the French 36-gun frigate Cleopatre, shortened

sail, and awaited the approach of the Nymphe. At about

6h. a.m., the Nymphe having hauled up on the weather

quarter, the Cleopatre hailed, and was answered by three

cheers from the Nymphe. Captain Mullon, the French

commander, then came to the gangway, and waving his

hat, exclaimed, " Vive la nation !" his crew making a noise

in imitation of the British cheers ; at the same time the

Cleopatre filled and bore up. At 6h. 15m., the Nymphe

having taken up her station on the starboard quarter of

the Cleopatre, a furious action commenced, both the fri

gates running before the wind within hail. At 6h. 30m.

the Cleopatre suddenly hauled to the wind on the larboard

tack, but her mizen-mast and wheel being both shot away,

she paid round off before the wind, and fell on board the

Nymphe, her jib-boom passing between the fore and main

masts and pressing hard against the latter. As the main and

spring stays were shot away, the main-mast was expected

every moment to fall ; but the jib-boom of the French ship

gave way, and the mast kept its place. Both ships then

dropped alongside, head and stern. The Cleopatre's main-

topmast studding-sail boom-iron having hooked the leech

rope of the Nymphe's main-top-sail, the main-mast was again

endangered, but a top-man named Burgess sprang aloft and

cut away the rope ; and, at the same time, Lieutenant

Pellowe let go the anchor. The Cleopatre was gal

lantly boarded, and at 7h. 10m. the republican colours
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were hauled down. The Nymphe had her boatswain

(Tobias James), one master's mate (Richard Pearce), three

midshipmen (George Boyd, John Davie, and Samuel

Edfall), 14 seamen, and four marines killed ; her 2nd

lieutenant (George Luke), two midshipman (J. A. Norway

and JohnPlaine), Lieutenant J. Whittaker, of marines, 17

seamen, and six marines wounded: total, 23 killed and 27

wounded. The Cleopatre had her captain (Mullon) killed,

two lieutenants wounded; and altogether, 63 killed and

wounded.

Except in point of number of men, the Nymphe having

240, and the Cleopatre 320 in crew, the two ships were

very equally matched ; the only difference being that the

Nymphe mounted eight 24-pounder carronades, instead of

long 6-pounders. The action, though highly honourable to

both, was especially so to the French captain * and his

crew, whose defence lasted while the possibility of resist

ance remained.

On the 21st, the Nymphe arrived at Portsmouth with

her prize, and on the 29th, Captain Pellew with his brother,

Captain Israel Pellew, who was a volunteer on board the

Nymphe, were introduced by the Earl of Chatham to King

George III. The honour of knighthood was conferred on

the senior, and the rank of post-captain on the junior bro

ther. The first lieutenant, Amherst Morris, was made a

commander. The prize was purchased into the service,

and named Oiseau.

Towards the end of July, the Boston, of 32 guns, Cap

tain George William Augustus Courtenay, was cruizing off

New York, and watching the Embuscade, of 36 guns, Cap

tain Jean Francois Bompart, lying in that harbour. Captain

Bompart, mistaking the British frigate for the Concorde,

a frigate under his orders, sent his first lieutenant and 12

men on board the Boston, with orders for her to proceed

in quest of a pirate. The lieutenant and his crew were, as

a matter of course, made prisoners. On Captain Courtenay

* Captain Mullon was wounded in the back and hip by a round

shot; and it is related of him, that having in his pocket the list of coast

signals in use by the French, he took out what he considered to be

the paper, and died biting it to pieces.
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expressing to the lieutenant his desire to meet the Em-

buscade at sea, the French officer assured him of his cap

tain's readiness to accede to his wishes ; and that if he, the

lieutenant, were permitted to write to his captain, the

Embuscade would be outside the Hook in a few hours.

This was accordingly done, and the letter was sent into

New York by a pilot boat, accompanied by a verbal mes

sage from Captain Courtenay that he would wait three

days for the meeting. The master of the pilot boat, not

liking to deliver the message, posted it in a public coffee-

room. While anxiously expecting the Embuscade, 12 sail

appeared on the 30th in the offing, which the French lieu

tenant stated to be the 74-gun ships Eole and America and

four frigates and six corvettes from the Chesapeake. At

sun-set they were about nine miles off, and soon afterwards

disappeared.

On the 31st, just before day-break, a ship was seen

coming down before the wind, and the Boston cleared for

action. At 3h. 30m. the stranger passed about three miles

to windward, making signals with false fires. At 3h. 50m.

the stranger was discovered to be a frigate under French

colours. The Boston also hoisted French colours, upon

which the French ship hoisted a blue flag with a white cross

at her peak, thus making herself known as the Embus

cade. At 4h. a.m. the Embuscade wore to the eastward,

and set her main-sail, as did also the Boston.

At five o'clock, the two ships having hoisted each their

proper colours, and having at length approached within

pistol-shot, hove their main-topsails aback, and the action

commenced with much spirit on both sides. The land of

Neversink, in the Jerseys, at this time, bore north-west,

about 12 miles distant. At 5h. 20m. a.m. the Boston's

cross-jack-yard was shot away, and at 5h. 45m. her jib

and fore-topmast stay-sail with the stays and the greater

part of her running rigging. At 6h. 10m. a.m. her main-

topmast and topsail-yard fell over the larboard side, and

at 6h. 20m. Captain Courtenay and Lieutenant James E.

Butler (of the marines), whilst standing together on the

quarter-deck, were killed by one shot. The Boston's

mizen-topmast soon afterwards fell. The only two
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lieutenants, John Edwards and Robert Kerr, were below,

wounded ; the latter lost the entire use of one eye, and the

former received a contusion in the head. On the cap

tain's death, although Lieutenant Edwards had suffered

severely, he returned on deck and took command of the

ship. At 6h. 45m. the Embuscade, which had also suf

fered very much in her masts and gear, dropped astern a

little and bore up with the intention of raking the Boston,

which the latter with difficulty wore to avoid. As the

wreck of the main-topmast lay over the larboard side and

rendered her guns useless, the Boston, unable to offer an

effectual resistance, made all sail before the wind. The

Embuscade stood after her, to all appearance as much crip

pled as herself ; but at 8h. a.m., when about four miles off,

the French ship brought to with her head to the eastward,

and was soon lost sight of by the Boston. The Boston

had her captain, lieutenant of marines, and eight seamen

killed ; two lieutenants, one master's mate, two midship

men, and 19 seamen and marines wounded: total, 10

killed and 24 wounded.

The Embuscade, a ship of 900 tons, and a crew number

ing 327, was also greatly superior in point of equipment to

the Boston, the latter measuring only 670 tons with a crew

of 204 men, and armed with 12 and 6-pounders, and useless

12-pounder carronades. The action was therefore a most

gallant one, and had the ships been more upon an equality,

there is little doubt that the Boston would have obtained a

complete victory.

The Embuscade returned to New York with the loss of

50 men in killed and wounded, and was obliged to have all

her masts taken out. The Boston reached Newfoundland

on the 19th.*

At the declaration of war against England, France pos

sessed in the harbour of Toulon a very large fleet, of which

the subjoined tabular statement will convey full infor

mation :—

* The king settled a pension of 500Z. on Captain Courtenay's

widow, and on each of his two children an annuity of 50/.
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STATE OF THE FRENCH MEDITERRA

NEAN FORCE ON THE ARRIVAL OF

LORD HOOD IN AUGUST, 1793.

In Toulon^

In the outer harbour, ~\

ready for sea f

In the inner ditto, refitting

In ditto and basin repair-'!

ing, or in want of repair/

Building

Cruizing in the Mediterranean

Total

SHIPS OR VESSELS OF

GUNS.

120 80 74

2G

40 38 36

12

32

In the month of August the following fleet, under the

command of Vice-Admiral Lord Hood, assembled off

Toulon :—

Gun Ship.

[victory

| Britannia

Windsor Castle

Princess Royal...

St. George

100<

98<

fAlcide

y4J Terrible

\ Egmont

I Robust

rVice-Admiral Lord Hood,

< Rear-Admiral Sir Hyde Parker,

LCaptain John Knight,

/Vice-Admiral William Hotham,

ICaptain John Holloway,

fVice-Admiral Philip Cosby,

\Captain Sir Thomas Byard,

fRear-Admiral Charles Goodall,

LCaptain John C. Purvis,

rRear-Admiral John Gell,

ICaptain Thomas Foley,

,, Robert Linzee,

„ Skeffington Lutwidge,

„ Archibald Dickson,

„ Hon. G. K. Elphinstone,



 



I
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Gun Ship.

[Courageux ... Captain Hon. W. Waldegrave,

Robert Mann,

Sir John Collins,

Samuel Reeve,

William Young,

Hon. H. S. Conway,

Charles M. Pole,

Thomas L. Frederick,

Horatio Nelson,

Robert M. Sutton,

Andrew Sutherland,

Hon. Charles Carpenter.

The French fleet in Toulon was commanded by Rear-

Admiral the Compte de Trogoff, a sound monarchist, and

his principles pervaded many of the officers and seamen

in the fleet ; which spirit of disaffection to the cause of

republican France also reigned to a great extent through

out the southern provinces. On the 23rd of August, two

commissioners, delegates from the monarchial party on

shore, arrived on board the Victory to negotiate with the

British admiral for the surrender of Toulon to him, in trust

for Louis XVII. These were of course well received, and

every assistance promised them upon the terms proposed.

Lord Hood also caused to be circulated amongst the inhabi

tants of Toulon and the neighbourhood, proclamations

stating his precise object, which was merely to hold Tou

lon in the name of the French monarch.

The inhabitants of Toulon, however, were not unani

mous, probably dreading the vengeance which they too

correctly anticipated would be wreaked upon them by the

ferocious monsters (the French revolutionists) then, to the

disgrace of mankind, in existence. A republican party

existed in the town, and in the fleet Rear-Admiral St.

Julien, the second in command, and a large body of the

captains, officers and men, professed similar principles.

Matters being in this unsettled state, Lieutenant Edward

Cooke, of the Victory, was sent on shore, on the 24th, to

VOL. I. Z

74<

64

Bedford ...

Berwick ...

Captain ...

Fortitude . . .

Leviathan...

Colossus ...

Illustrious

[Agamemnon

Ardent

Diadem ...

I Intrepid ...
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treat with the royalist party. After meeting with the

most perilous adventures, this gallant officer returned to

the ship, but the matter not being concluded, he returned

to Toulon, narrowly escaping capture ;* and having by his

presence afforded fresh impetus to the royalist cause, and

obtained much information, he returned to the Victory, ac

companied by a special commissioner from the Committee

General.

Upon the assurance of this latter personage that

Louis XVII. had been proclaimed by the sections, who

were determined to support his cause, Lord Hood agreed

to land troops to take possession of the forts commanding

the shipping. On the approach of the British forces under

Captain Elphinstone, of the Robust, the forts surrendered ;

and the fleet also submitted, and hoisted the white flag ;

but Rear-Admiral Julien, and 5,000 of the crews of the

ships, made their escape into the interior, and joined the

republican forces outside. Lord Hood then entered Toulon

with the fleet, at the same time with a Spanish fleet of 1 7

sail of the line, commanded by Admiral Langara.

The British admiral now found that he was to endure a

long and harassing siege, in order to keep possession of

that which he held for the French monarch ; but undaunted

by the formidable army of 33,000 men, under Generals

Kellerman and Carteaux, which was marching against the

place, he determined at any rate on holding it as long as

he was able. The total number of troops at his dis

posal, including 2,000 British, only amounted to 16,890

men, which number was wholly insufficient for the

purpose.

The details of the brave defence of Toulon are much too

lengthy to come within the scope of this work, nor do they

altogether come under our plan ; but the destruction of the

shipping in Toulon having been executed in an able man

ner by the British sailors, we must confine ourselves prin

cipally to that transaction.

* The narrative of this gallant officer's proceedings will be found in

vol. iii. of the " Naval Chronicle."
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On the night of the 14th of December, in the midst of a

storm, the French besieging force, by that time augmented

to near 50,000 men, marched from their encampment in

three columns, each division taking a route leading to a dif

ferent point of the line of posts, so that their attacks might

be simultaneous. By the 16th, one division had thrown

up five batteries in front of Fort Mulgrave, which they con

tinued to bombard with great effect till the 17th. At 2h.

that morning, in the midst of dark and tempestuous wea

ther, they succeeded in entering the fort on the Spanish

side, and after a determined, but fruitless resistance on the

part of the British garrison, headed by Captain Conolly, of

the 18th regiment, compelled it to retire. Among the

officers wounded in the defence of this fort, on the night of

the 1 7th, were Lieutenant Thomas Goddard and Midship

man John Wentworth Loring.

During these operations, the column under General

Lapoype carried all the posts upon the height of Pharon,

and the ships were consequently compelled to retire to a

position of safety, as the guns mounted for their immediate

protection were now eligible for their destruction.

In this desperate state of affairs, a council of war was

held by Lord Hood and the army officers, when it was re

solved to evacuate Toulon as soon as proper arrangements

could be made. The sick and wounded were embarked ;

the French ships, which were armed, were got ready to sail

out with the fleet, and it was determined to destroy those

that remained, together with the arsenal and magazines.

Admiral Langara was charged with the destruction of the

ships in the basin, and to sink the Iris and Montreal, two

frigates fitted as powder ships.

In the course of the 18th, the remaining troops had con

centrated in the town and fort of Lamalgue, ready to em

bark as soon as the destruction of the shipping had been

effected. This latter service was entrusted to Sir W. Sid

ney Smith, who had arrived only a fortnight previously from

Smyrna. On the same afternoon (18th) he repaired to the

dock-yard, the gates of which had been closed and secured

to prepare the combustibles. The people had already as

z 2
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sumed the tricoloured cockade. The galley-slaves, also,

to the number of 800, were, for the most part, unchained,

and appeared to look with a jealous eye upon the destruc

tion about to be commenced. The guns of Sir Sidney's

tender, the Swallow, and of a gun-boat, however, served to

keep these in check. Sir Sidney was further interrupted

in his operations by the shot and shells fired from the Fort

Malbousquet.

As the night closed in, the enemy in great numbers

descended the hill and opened a heavy fire of musketry and

cannon upon the British, to which the gun-boats and

small vessels returned a vigorous fire of grape. At 8h.

p.m. the Vulcan fire-ship, commanded by Captain Charles

Hare, entered the basin in tow of the boats, and was placed

so that her guns, which were all well shotted, should serve

to keep the enemy in check. At lOh. p.m. all being ready,

the preconcerted signal was given ; the trains leading to

the different storehouses and magazines were ignited, and

the train of the Vulcan fired by the commander, who by

the bursting of the priming was severely wounded. The

flames now began to ascend from all parts with terrific

splendour ; the Vulcan's guns went off as the fire reached

them, and so rapidly did the devouring element spread,

that the men were overpowered by the heat. The enemy,

directed by the fire, were also enabled to point their guns

at the daring band thus employed.

At this instant a tremendous explosion put an instant

stop to the proceedings of all ; but the work was speedily

resumed, and it was soon ascertained that the Spaniards

had committed the mistake, in their hurry to execute their

part of the service, of firing, instead of scuttling the powder-

ships. The explosion shook the Union gun-boat to pieces,

and killed the commander and three of the crew ; and a

second gun-boat was blown into the air, but her crew were

miraculously saved.

Having completed the destruction of the arsenal, Sir Sid

ney proceeded towards the basin in front of the town,

across which a boom had been laid ; but the British were

received with such repeated volleys of musketry, that Sir
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Sidney was compelled to abandon his design. He then

proceeded alongside the two 74-gun ships Heros and The-

mistocle, lying in the inner road, and filled with French

prisoners. Terrified by the awful work which had been

enacted, these, although greatly superior in number to the

British party, consented to be landed in a place of safety,

and having cleared them, these two ships were also set on

fire and completely destroyed.

Having now effected as much as it was possible for men

to do, so badly supported as they had been by their allies,

the Spaniards, Sir Sidney Smith was preparing to return

to the fleet, when just at that moment the explosion of the

second powder vessel—the Montreal—took place close to

them, with an effect even more powerful than the former

one. The little Swallow and three boats, although within

the sphere of the falling timber—which in its fall caused

the water to foam around them—singular to relate, received

not the smallest injury. So completely exhausted was the

gallant British band with their fatiguing employment, that

many of the men fell asleep on their oars as the boats

slowly quitted Toulon on their way to join the fleet.

Sir Sidney Smith in this, his perilous undertaking, was

accompanied and supported by the following officers, to

whose exertions the effectual destruction of such a vast

amount of property was due :—Captains—Charles Hare

and William Edge ; Lieutenants—Carre' Tupper, John

Gore, John Melhuish, Richard Holloway, Matthew Wrench,

Thomas F. Richmond, Ralph W. Miller, John Styles,

Charles D. Pater, Robert G. Middleton, Henry Hill, Joseph

Priest, James Morgan, and Francis Cox ; Master—George

Andrews ; Surgeon—William Jones ; Masters' Mates, &c

—John Eales, Richard Hawkins, Thomas Cowan, William

Knight, Henry Matson, P. H. Valiant, and Thomas Young,

(killed).

The troops commenced evacuating Fort Lamalgue, when

the conflagration began, and by day-light in the morning

had all embarked under the superintendence of Captains

Elphinstone, Hallowell, and Mathews, without the loss of

a man. The British sailors, during the important transac
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tions which called for their exertions throughout this ha

rassing defence, deserved the highest praise. Their skill

and bravery in action, not less than their strength and acti

vity, afforded a theme of praise and admiration to all who

witnessed their conduct.

The melancholy fate of the unfortunate inhabitants of

Toulon forms a page in history of the most damning nature

to the monsters in the shape of men who enacted the hor

rors of it. The miserable creatures fled from their homes,

and flocked in numbers to the water- side, hoping to find

an asylum on board the British fleet. Many succeeded in

gaining the British boats, and to the number of 14,877—

men, women, and children—were received on board the dif

ferent ships of the fleet. Many in their way to the shore

were cut in two by the balls which were falling around

them, and others, overcome by terror, fancied the hurried

steps of their pursuers were behind them, and fainted on

the way ; while some, with their infants clinging to their

breasts, rushed into the sea, and perished ! Those who re

mained in the town, trusting to their age and sex to shield

them from the bayonets of the soldiery, trusted to a vain

hope ! A savage decree of the Committee of Public Safety

had doomed the whole of them to destruction, and those on

whom the duty devolved of carrying this inhuman sentence

into effect, were worthy of the task, and enacted it to the

fullest measure. When the British entered Toulon, it was

calculated that the town contained 28,000 souls ; but in a

few weeks after they quitted, there were but 7,000 left !

The subjoined table Mall shew the exact amount of gain

to the British, and loss to the French, caused by the seizure

and evacuation of Toulon.

The French vessels that were in the port when the Bri

tish entered were thus disposed of:—
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STATEMENT OF THE TOULON FLEET ON

THE EVACUATION OF THAT PORT,

DECEMBER 18, 1793.

Burnt, or otherwise destroyed

f fserviceable
Brought away by] the British ^unserviceable

I the Allies

L - /lost to the French
Aotal (Mt to ditto

Grand Total

SHIPS OR VESSELS OF

GUNS.

120 ,7440

25

30 32 2S

2 12 58

Of the 15 ships brought away by the English, the Perle,

Arethuse, and Topaze were fine frigates ; but scarcely any

of the smaller vessels reached a British port except to be

laid up. The Puissant, 74, never quitted Portsmouth, nor

was that superb ship the Commerce de Marseille ever em

ployed as a British cruizer. This ship measured 2,747

tons. She was the largest and most beautiful ship that

had been seen, and sailed and worked like a frigate ;

but being slightly put together, she was found on exami

nation to be unseaworthy. The Pompee, 74, was a fine

vessel of 1,900 tons, and long remained an ornament to

the British navy. The Scipion took fire and blew up in

Leghorn Roads.

In the month of October, the 36-gun frigate Crescent,

Captain James Saumarez, sailed from Spithead on a cruize,

and having received information respecting a French frigate,

stood over to the French coast close under Barfleur, and as

the day dawned descried a ship and a cutter standing in

shore from to seaward. The Crescent, being then on the

larboard tack and to windward, immediately edged away,

and, having a commanding breeze, in a short time ran

alongside to windward the French 3 6'-gun frigate Reunion,
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Captain Francois A. Denian. A spirited action ensued, in

the early part of which the Crescent had her fore-topsail-

yard and her fore-topmast shot away, when, putting her

helm down, she came round on the opposite tack, and

brought her larboard guns to bear upon the Reunion's stern

and quarter. The Reunion, having lost her foreyard and

mizen-topmast, became unmanageable, and was exposed to

the raking fire of the Crescent ; and, after a gallant resist

ance of two hours and ten minutes, struck her colours.

The Circe, of 28 guns, Captain Joseph S. Yorke, which

had been becalmed during the action, about three leagues

off, was at that time coming up. The cutter made off as

soon as the firing commenced and got into Cherbourg. The

Crescent had not a man hurt by the enemy's shot ; but one

of her seamen had his leg broken by the recoil of a gun.

The Reunion had 33 men killed and 48 severely wounded.

The Reunion, being a 12 -pounder frigate, and the Cres

cent an 18-pounder frigate, the prolonged defence of the

former was highly honourable. The only advantage pos

sessed by the French ship over the Crescent was that of

having a crew of 300 men, while the English ship had

only 257 on board during the action.

This being one of the early actions of the war, Captain

Saumarez received the honour of knighthood, and the city

of London presented him with a handsome piece of plate.

His first lieutenant, George Parker, was promoted to the

rank of commander. The Reunion was purchased into the

British service by the same name.

On the 22nd of October, at 2h. a.m., the 64-gun ship

Agamemnon, Captain Horatio Nelson, being off Sardinia,

on her way to join Commodore Linzee, fell in with a

French squadron of five frigates, under Commodore Perree.

At 2h. a.m. the strangers were observed standing across

the Agamemnon's bows to the north-west, close to the

wind. At 2h. 30m., observing the Agamemnon, they fired

rockets and tacked, being then about three miles off on the

weather bow. At 4h. a.m. the Agamemnon hailed a frigate

which she had approached, but receiving no answer, a shot

was fired a-head of her, when the latter made all sail,

steering two points free.
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The Agamemnon instantly crowded sail in chase, keep

ing the stranger on the weather-bow. At day-light the

frigate a-head hoisted French colours, and commenced firing

her stern chasers, and occasionally, from her superiority of

sailing, was enabled to yaw and fire her broadside. The

other four ships were under all sail on the Agamemnon's

weather quarter ; and at 9h. a.m. were gaining very fast, the

Agamemnon being nearly becalmed. The French frigate,

whichwas the Melpomene, then hauled up to rejoin her squa

dron ; but the Agamemnon, having had her masts badly

wounded and her sails and lower and running rigging much

cut, was not in a condition to haul to the wind in chase ;

but the French squadron had the option of bringing the

British 64 to action all day. They did not, however, make

the attempt, but left her and pursued their route. The

Agamemnon proceeded to Cagliari to repair her damages.

The Agamemnon had only 345 men on board during the

action, of which number she had one killed and six

wounded, while the crews of the French ships amounted

to no less than 1,100. The Melpomene's loss was never

ascertained.

On the 24th of October, at 9h. 30m. a.m., the 32-gun

frigate Thames, Captain James Cotes, being in lat. 47° 2'

N., long. 7° 22' W., and standing close hauled to the south

east on the starboard tack, with the wind at west-south

west, a sail was observed on the weather bow, which, on

perceiving the Thames, bore away for her. The weather

soon afterwards coming on thick, the stranger was lost

sight of until lOh. 15m., when she was again seen stand

ing towards the Thames. At lOh. 30m. the stranger, which

proved to be the French 40-gun frigate Uranie, passed close

to windward of the Thames, hoisted her colours, and fired

a broadside ; then wearing round she hauled up on the

British ship's weather quarter, and a spirited action com

menced, which was maintained until 2h. 30m. p.m., when

the Uranie, bearing up, passed under the stern of the

Thames, and raked her with great effect. She then hauled

up again and attempted to board her on the starboard-quar

ter ; but, receiving a well-directed fire from the Thames's

guns, double-shotted, she threw her sails a-back and hauled
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off. The crew of the Thames gave her three cheers at parting,

but the Thames was in too crippled a state to go in pursuit.

The Thames, when she commenced the action, was 30

men short of complement, and out of 184, which was all

she had on board, had 10 seamen and one marine killed,

George Robinson (second lieutenant), George Norris (mas

ter), David Valentine (master's mate), and James Dale (mid

shipman), 14 seamen, and five marines wounded. This ac

tion was a truly gallant one on the part of the Thames,

which, being a very small 12-pounder frigate, of 650 tons

only, and 30 men short of complement, maintained so

severe a fight with a first-class French frigate, which pos

sessed a crew of 320 men, threw a broadside of 403 lbs.,

and was of double her tonnage. The loss of the Uranie

could not be ascertained, more than that her captain (Tar-

tue) was killed. The Thames, having had most of her

lower rigging shot away and her masts badly wounded,

was under the necessity of putting before the wind. Her

main-topsail-yard was shot away and her topmasts also

crippled ; her hull was literally torn to pieces by the shot ;

her decks in places ripped up, bitts cut away ; several of

her guns dismounted ; and six shot between wind and

water, so that she was in a sinking state. The Uranie

also suffered very severely. In this helpless state four

ships hove in sight, which proved to be a French squadron,

and one of these ranged up under the stern of the Thames,

and fired a broadside. Unable to offer any further resist

ance, the Thames hailed to say she surrendered, and the Bri

tish flag was struck to the 40-gun French frigate Carmag

nole, Captain Allemand. The French commodore took his

capture in tow and arrived at Brest on the following day.

It was for a time supposed that the Uranie had gone

down after the action ; but it seems, in order to hide the

disgrace of her defeat (for such it was), the Uranie's name

had been changed to Tortue. The Tortue was captured

by the Polyphemus, in 1796, and was taken into the Bri

tish navy, when the Admiralty, in order to preserve the

remembrance of her action with the Thames, changed it

again to that of Urania.

On the 25th of November, at lh. a.m., the 12-pounder
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32-gun frigates Penelope, Captain B. S. Rowley, and

Iphigenia, Captain Patrick Sinclair, cruizing in the Bay of

Leogane, St. Domingo, discovered to the westward, and

immediately gave chase to, the French 36-gun frigate Incon-

stante. At lh. 30m., the Penelope, being a long distance

a-head of her consort, got close alongside the French ship,

and a smart action commenced. The Penelope's hammock-

nettings on the engaged side took fire, and were destroyed.

The action was obstinately continued by the Inconstante,

until the Iphigenia having ranged up on the French ship's

starboard side, she struck her colours. The Penelope had

one seaman killed, and one midshipman and six seamen

wounded. The Inconstante, out of a crew of 300 men,

had her first-lieutenant and six seamen killed, and her cap

tain and 20 men wounded. The prize was added to the Bri

tish navy under the same name.

On the 1st of December, H.M. packet Antelope, Cap

tain Curtis, when off Cumberland Harbour, in Cuba, on

her way to England, fell in with two French schooner pri

vateers, of formidable appearance. The Antelope imme

diately bore up for Jamaica, followed by the strangers under

all sail. The Atalante, one of the privateers, outsailing

her consort, continued the chase alone, and during that

and the following day, the packet had a slight advantage

in sailing ; but the wind falling light, the privateer took to

her sweeps, and rowed up alongside. After exchanging

a few shots, the schooner sheered off, and nothing more

was done until the 3rd, when at 5h. a.m. the schooner

again swept up, grappled the Antelope on the starboard

side, fired her broadside, and then attempted to carry her by

boarding. The Antelope's crew behaved nobly, and drove

back the assailants with much loss ; but unfortunately the

commander, Mr. Curtis, was killed, and also the steward,

and a French gentleman, a passenger ; and the first mate

badly wounded. The boatswain, Mr. Pascoe, now took

the command, and with the few brave men left, gallantly

supported by the passengers, repulsed several attempts

made to board. The privateer at length endeavoured

to cut the Antelope's grapplings, and sheer off ; but the

boatswain observing this, ran aloft and lashed the schooner's
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square-sail-yard to the Antelope's fore-topmast shrouds ;

and then the British crew pouring a well-directed volley

of musketry into the privateer, the Frenchmen called for

quarter. Although the schooner had fought under the red,

or piratical flag, this was granted them, and she was taken

possession of.

The Antelope mounted six 3-pounders, and her crew con

sisted of only 21 men and boys ; and the Atalante eight

3-pounders, with a crew of 65 men, French, Americans, and

Irish, 30 of whom were killed and 1 7 wounded before she

was taken possession of. The gallantry of a French pas

senger, M . Nodin, formerly a midshipman in the French

navy, ought not to go unnoticed. This young man stood

by the helm, which he attended to, while armed with a mus

ket and pike he defended the stern and quarter of the

packet from the various attempts to board ; and he continued

his labours in this way for an hour and a quarter, dispatch

ing in that time a great many men. The House of Assem

bly of Jamaica voted 500 guineas to the packet's crew.
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CHAPTER XIV.

1794.

The first event which falls under our notice in this year,

is the escape of the Juno from Toulon. Unaware of the

evacuation of Toulon, which we have just related, on the

11th of January the British 32-gun frigate Juno, Captain

Samuel Hood, arrived at that port from Malta, with 150

supernumeraries for the garrison. The Juno arrived a-

breast of the harbour at ten o'clock at night, and anxious

to get in, Captain Hood, although he had no pilot on

board, nor any one acquainted with the dangers, deter

mined to find his way in, if possible.

As the frigate entered the outer road, the officer on the

watch with night-glasses looked in vain for the British

fleet supposed to be riding there ; and Captain Hood con

cluded that, from the strong easterly winds which had pre

vailed, the fleet had gone for shelter to the inner harbour.

The Juno accordingly proceeded under her topsails, and

entered the inner harbour, where seeing several ships at

anchor, Captain Hood believed he was then close to the

British fleet. Finding the Juno could not weather a brig

that lay off Pointe Grande Tour, the driver and foresail

were set in order to enable her to tack under the brig's

stern. As the Juno neared the brig, the latter hailed, but

no one on board the Juno could understand the precise

meaning of the hail ; Captain Hood, however, deeming it

to be simply an inquiry respecting their name, answered,

and told them the name and nation of the frigate. " Viva !"

was the answer from the brig ; and after seemingly not un

derstanding several questions put to them in French and

English, the Juno, as she passed under their stern, was

hailed to " luff." The dread of shoal water caused the
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Juno's helm to be instantly put down ; but the ship

grounded before she came head to wind. As the wind

was light, and the water perfectly smooth, the sails were

clewed up and handed. Just then a boat was seen to pull

from the brig towards the town, for what purpose was not

at the time suspected. Before the men who were aloft

furling the sails had quitted the yards, a sudden flaw of

wind drove the ship's head off the bank, and the Juno's

anchor was let go, when the ship swung head to wind ; but

her keel was still aground, and the rudder immovable.

The launch was then hoisted out, and the kedge anchor

put into her, with hawsers, to warp the ship off. Before

this service was completed, a boat appeared in sight, and

on being hailed, answered " aye, aye !" as if she contained

an officer. The boat pulled alongside, and the crew of her

hurried up the ship's side, when one or two persons, appa

rently officers, addressed Captain Hood, and said, he came

to inform him that it was the regulation of the port, and

the commanding officer's orders, that the ship should go to

another part of the harbour to perform ten days' quarantine.

Captain Hood demanded where Lord Hood's ship was,

when an unsatisfactory answer excited some suspicion ;

and the remark of one of the midshipmen, " they are na

tional cockades," induced Captain Hood to look at their

hats more steadfastly, when by the light of the moon the

three colours were distinctly visible. To a second question

relative to Lord Hood, one of the officers finding they were

now suspected, replied in French, " Make yourself easy, the

English are good people ; we will treat them kindly ; the

English admiral has departed some time."

Captain Hood's feelings may be easily imagined ; and

the words, " we are prisoners," ran through the ship like

wildfire. The officers assembled aft to ascertain the truth

of the report, and at this moment a flaw of wind coming

down the harbour, Lieutenant Webley, the third of the

ship, said, " I believe, Sir, we shall be able to fetch out if

we can get her under sail." The attempt at escape was

immediately decided upon ; the crew were ordered to their

stations ; and the French gentlemen below. Some of these

latter began to draw their sabres, but the half-pikes of the
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Juno's marines soon compelled them quietly to submit. In

about three minutes, every sail was set, and the yards

braced up for casting ; when the cable was cut, the Juno's

head paid off, and the sails being filled, the ship started

from the shore. A freshening breeze of wind gave her, at

the same time, additional way through the water, and pro

vided she was not disabled by the forts, the Juno had every

prospect of escaping. The launch, and also the French

boat, were cut adrift that they might not retard her in her

escape.

No sooner had the Juno began to loose her sails, than a

stir was observable on board the brig, and lights began to

make their appearance on the different batteries. The

brig, as soon as her guns would bear, opened her fire, as

well as a fort on the starboard bow, followed by every fort

which could point a gun at her. It was at one time feared

that a tack would be necessary, but the wind favouring her

a few points, the Juno, at about 12h. 30m. a.m., was clear

of danger, without having lost a man. The frigate sus

tained much damage in her sails and rigging from the fire

of the batteries, and two 36-pound shot struck her hull;

but she returned the fire occasionally with apparently good

effect. The escape of a ship from an enemy's port, filled

with armed vessels, and flanked by guns in every direction,

seems scarcely credible ; but it affords a proof ofwhat per

severance and skill can effect.

After quitting Toulon, Lord Hood departed for Corsica

to co-operate with the Corsican General Paoli, in the at

tempt to expel the French from that island. We regret

that it does not come within our plan to record at greater

length the gallant achievements of the British arms at that

island ; but want of space compels us to omit all such opera

tions as are not strictly confined to the ships of the navy.

The first attack upon the island was made in a bay lying to

the westward of Cape Mortella, under the orders of Com

modore Robert Linzee, in the Alcide, 74, together with the

Egmont and Fortitude, 74's, Captains Archibald Dickson

and William Young, with the frigates Lowestoffe and Juno.

On the 7th of February, the squadron, with several

transports containing troops, anchored in the bay, and the



352 [1794.BATTLES OF

same evening the troops to the number of 1 ,400 landed,

and took possession of a height which overlooked the tower

called Mortella, from which the point took its name. An

attack against this tower by sea and land being decided

on, the Fortitude and Juno anchored on the 8th in the

best position for battering it to advantage, and for near

three hours kept up a continual fire upon it, without any

visible effect. In the meantime the fire from the tower

had been very destructive to the Fortitude, which, besides

having had her masts and rigging much injured, received

many shot in her hull, dismounting three of her lower- deck

guns, and several hot shot, which set the ship on fire,

so that great exertion was necessary to extinguish it, by

cutting the shot out of the ship's sides. The Fortitude had

six men killed and 56 wounded, but the Juno was very little

damaged and had none killed on board. The attack from

the heights was more successful, for by the use of hot shot,

having set fire to the bass junk, which lined the parapet

of the tower, the garrison, only 33 in number, two of whom

were mortally wounded, surrendered. The tower was

mounted with one 6 and two 18-pounders.

The next object of attack was the Convention redoubt,

mounted with 21 pieces of heavy ordnance, and considered

as the key to San Fiorenzo. By the most surprising and

praiseworthy exertions on the part of the officers and sea

men of the squadron, several 18-pounders were dragged to

an acclivity 700 feet above the level of the sea. This rocky

elevation, owing to its being nearly perpendicular at its

summit, was deemed inaccessible ; but the sailors sur

mounted every obstacle, and contrived to plant the guns

upon it. The paths along which the men crept would

often admit of only one at a time, and on the right was a

descent of many hundred feet, down which one false step

would have precipitated them, while on the left were

beetling rocks, which occasionally served as fixed points

to which to attach the tackle-blocks. From the guns so

posted, a continual cannonading was kept up during the

16th and 17th of February, when the works of the redoubt

were stormed and carried. Some few of the garrison were

made prisoners, but the greater part escaped. The squa
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dron anchored in San Fiorenzo Bay and retreated towards

Bastia. The Minerve, a fine 38-gun frigate, which the

French had sunk, was raised by the crews of the different

ships, and added to the British navy under the name of

San Fiorenzo.

Lord Hood, having failed in bringing the commander of

the land forces, Major-General Dundas, to his opinion as

to the practicability of reducing Bastia, the capital of Cor

sica, with the means at their disposal, departed from San

Fiorenzo, on the 2nd of April, to execute that service with

the seamen and marines, and such of the land forces under

Lieutenant- Colonel Vilettes as had been ordered to do the

duty of marines on board the fleet.

The command of the seamen to be employed on shore

was committed to Captain Horatio Nelson, of the Agamem

non, who throughout this harassing service evinced that un

ceasing energy and zeal which characterized all his actions,

and eventually made him the idol of the British navy.

The Proselyte, an old 28-gun frigate, brought from Tou

lon, was fitted up for a floating battery, and the command

of her given to Captain Walter Serocold. On the 11th of

April, the signal was made, upon which this ship, as well

as the batteries on shore, opened their fire upon the town

of Bastia. The Proselyte, however, was found quite unfit

for the service, and, her cables being cut by the shot, she

swang round and became exposed to a tremendous fire of

hot shot, which, in the course of a short time, set the ship

on fire. The boats from the fleet took out the greater part

of her crew, with the captain, but the Proselyte was totally

destroyed.

After a continued siege of 37 days, a negotiation was

opened, and the garrison capitulated on honourable terms.

The possession of Bastia was acquired with the slight loss

to the besiegers of one lieutenant, Carre Tupper,* and six

seamen killed, and Lieutenant George Andrews, of the

Agamemnon, and 12 seamen wounded. The loss to the

* This officer, a lieutenant of the Victory, was at the time of his

death on shore reconnoitring the enemy's defences, when he was shot

from the enemy's forts ; he was taken on board his ship, and after

wards carried on shore and buried under the walls of Bastia.

VOL. I. 2 A
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army amounted to seven private soldiers killed and two cap

tains and 19 private soldiers wounded. The principal naval

officers associated with Captain Nelson in this exploit were

—Captains Henry Hunt, Joseph Bullen, and Walter Sero-

cold ; and Lieutenants John Gore, Henry Hotham (acting),

John Styles, George Andrews, and Charles Brisbane.

This success was followed up by the taking of Calvi, in

the month of August, by the forces, principally, under

the orders of Captain Nelson, by which the whole Island

of Corsica was reduced, and the French, for the time, ex

tirpated. The loss at the reduction of this latter place, on

the part of the navy, was one captain (Walter Serocold),

one midshipman, and five seamen killed, and Captain Nel

son (with the loss of the sight of the right eye) and six sea

men wounded. Among the vessels found in the port of

Calvi were the 40-gun frigate Melpomene, and 32-gun

frigate Mignonne ; the former of which for many years

graced the lists of the British navy, but the latter was

afterwards burnt at the evacuation as unserviceable.

On the 23rd April, at 4h. a.m., Guernsey bearing north

east, distant seven leagues, the wind south-south-west, a

squadron, consisting of the following

Gun Frigates.

38 Arethusa... Captain Sir Edward Pellew,

[ Flora Commodore Sir J. B. Warren, Bart.,

gg j Melampus . Captain Thomas Wells,

| Concorde... „ Sir Richard Strachan,

iNymphe ... „ George Murray,

being on the starboard tack, discovered four sail a-head on

the larboard tack, which proved to be a French squadron,

consisting of the

Gun Frigates.

36 f Engageante,

IResolue,

Gun Frigates.

44 Pomone,

20 Babet.

The French squadron formed in line a-head, the Engage-

ante, leading, crossed the bows of the British squadron,

and the Flora, the headmost ship of the British, on reach

ing the enemy'swake, tacked, followed by the Arethusa, Me

lampus, and Concorde; but the Nymphe was too far astern
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to tack with her squadron. The wind shifting to south,

soon after the British ships had tacked, enabled them to wea

ther the enemy, and at 6h. 30m. the Flora, being then

abreast of the rearmost French ship, opened her fire. She,

however, pushed on, engaging in succession the Babet, Po-

mone, and Resolue. At 7h. 30m., having her maintop-

mast shot away and being much crippled in masts, yards,

and rigging, the Flora dropped astern ; but her place was

soon occupied by the Arethusa. The Engageante and Resolue

then set every sail they could crowd, and endeavoured to

make off, leaving the two sternmost ships—Pomone and

Babet—to their fate. At 8h. 30m. the latter, having lost

her fore-topmast, surrendered. The Pomone, having now

to sustain the united fire of the Arethusa and Melampus, in

a short time lost her main and mizen-masts, and, being re

duced to a defenceless state, at 9h. 30m. hauled down her

colours and was taken possession of by a boat from the Are

thusa. The Concorde and Melampus meanwhile made sail

after the Engageante and Resolue, and brought the former

to action at a little past noon. The Resolue gallantly bore

down to support her consort, and having taken a position

across the Concorde's bows, did great damage to her rigging

and sails. Sir Richard Strachan having at length brought

the Engageante to close action, that ship, at lh. 45m. p.m.,

after a brave defence, struck her colours. The Resolue

escaped into Morlaix. The loss of the British squadron was

as follows :—Flora, one killed and three wounded ; Are

thusa, three killed and five wounded ; Melampus, master

and four men killed, and a lieutenant of marines and four

men wounded. The Concorde sustained no loss whatever.

The squadron suffered principally in masts and sails. The

Pomone's loss, on the contrary, was very severe, amount

ing to near 100 killed and wounded ; and the Babet and

Engageante suffered in proportion. The Pomone, a 24-

pounder frigate, of 1,239 tons, was, without doubt, the finest

frigate afloat. She was added to the British navy under the

same name.

On the 5th of May, on the East India station, the 32-

gun frigate Orpheus, Captain Henry Newcome, fell in

with and captured, after a short action, in which she had one

2 a 2
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midshipman killed and one mate and eight men wounded,

the French 34-gun ship Duguay Trouin (late Princess

Royal, Indiaman). The Centurion, 50, and Resistance,

44, Captains Osborne and Pakenham, were in company with

the Orpheus, but were too far astern to participate in the ac

tion. The Duguay Trouin had 21 killed and 60 wounded.

On the 5th of May, at daylight, as the Swiftsure, 74,

and St. Albans, 64, Captains Charles Boyles and James

Vashon, were conducting a convoy from Cork, two frigates

hove in sight. Both ships made sail in chase ; but the

Swiftsure, out-sailing the St. Albans, continued the pur

suit of one frigate until the 7th, when, having overtaken her,

she struck, after a spirited resistance, and proved to be the

French frigate Atalante, of 36 guns, Captain A. L. D.

Linois. Out of a crew of 274 men, ten were killed and 32

wounded. The St. Albans lost sight of the other frigate in

the night. At 10h. a.m., on the 8th, the Swiftsure, with

her prize, narrowly escaped capture by threeFrench 74-gun

ships, which chased her. The Atalante was added to the

British navy, under the name of Espion.

On the 2nd of May, the Newfoundland and "West India

convoy, with the fleet under Lord Howe, amounting to

148 sail, of which 49 were ships of war and 34 of the line,

weighed from St. Helens, with the wind at north-east. On

the 4th, when off the Lizard, the convoys were ordered to

part company, and Rear-Admiral Montague, with six 74's

and two frigates, was ordered to accompany them as far as

the latitude of Cape Finisterre. Captain Rainier, in the

Suffolk, 74, and one 64 and five frigates, protecting them

during the remainder of their voyage.

The Channel fleet, which then consisted of the following

26 sail of the line, seven frigates, and six smaller vessels,

arrived off Ushant, on the 5 th.

Gun Ship.

rAdm. Rich. Earl Howe (Union),

100 Queen Charlotte A Captain Sir Roger Curtis,

*- „ Sir And. S. Douglas,

inn -„ in fVice-Ad.SirA.Wood,K.B.(red),
100 Royal George -{captain W. Domett,



 



j
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Gun Ship.

100 Royal Sovereign

98 <

80

74

fVice-Adm. Thos. Graves (red),

\Captain Henry Nichols,

„ „ rRear-Adm. Geo. Bowyer (white),
iJartieur \Captain Cuthbert Collingwood,

x , , rRear-Adm. B. Caldwell (white),
Impregnable |Captain Geo. Blagdon Westcott,

n rRear-Adm .Alan Gardner (white) ,
Uueen \Captain John Hutt,

Glory Captain John Elphinstone,

fGibraltar „ Thomas Mackenzie,

^-Caesar „ AnthonyJas.PyeMolloy,

, rRear-Adm.Thos. Pasley (white),
Bellerophon { Captain William Hope,

Montague

Tremendous

Valiant

Ramilhes

Audacious

Brunswick

Alfred

( Defence

Leviathan

Majestic

Invincible

Orion

Russel

Marlborough ...

Thunderer

Culloden

James Montagu,

James Pigott,

Thomas Pringle,

Henry Harvey,

William Parker,

John Harvey,

John Bazeley,

James Gambier,

Lord Hugh Seymour,

Charles Cotton,

Hon. Thomas Pakenham,

John Thos. Duckworth,

John Willett Payne,

Hn.C.CranfieldBerkeley,

Albemarle Bertie,

Isaac Schomberg.

32

Frigates, &[c.

^Phaeton Captain William Bentinck,

,, Edw. Thornborough,

,, Hon. A. Kaye Legge,

,, Hon. Robert Forbes,

„ William Brown,

,, Hon. Robert Stopford,

,, Robert Barlow,

„ George Countess,

ILatone

fNiger

j Southampton

1 Venus

lAquilon

Pegasus28

H.S. Charon.
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Frigates, fyc.

p g r Comet Captain William Bradley,

' " llncendiary ... „ John Cook,

Sloop Kingfisher ... „ T.LeMarchantGosselin,

« s /Rattier „ John Wynne,

IRanger „ Charles Cotgrave.

The Orion, with the Phaeton and Latona, having recon

noitred, observed the French fleet at anchor in Brest har

bour. After cruizing in the Bay of Biscay, Lord Howe re

turned to Brest, on the 1 9th of May, and it was then dis

covered that the French fleet had put to sea. The Brest

fleet, consisting of 25 sail of the line and 15 frigates and

corvettes, sailed from Brest on the 1 6th May, and, on the

1 7th, during a very dense fog, they were so near the Bri

tish as to hear their fog-signals of drums and bells; but the

next morning, when the fog cleared away, not a sail was

visible.

The Patriote, 74, one of Admiral Nielly's squadron, who

had shortly before captured the British 32-gun frigate Cas

tor, Captain T. Troubridge, with the chief part of a convoy

from Newfoundland, joined the French fleet on the 1 9th,

and on the 20th, the Lisbon convoy of 53 sail, mostly

Dutch, also fell into the hands of the French.

On the 28th, after cruizing in every direction, anxiously

looking for the French fleet, at 6h. 30m. a.m., lat. 47° 34'

north, long. 13° 39' west, the wind fresh at south-by-

west, with a heavy sea, a strange fleet was seen to wind

ward by the British look-out frigates. The Bellerophon

and three other line-of-battle ships, were ordered to recon

noitre, and at 9h. a.m. the enemy's fleet having wore,

was observed running down towards the British, with top

gallant sails set. The French fleet was then counted, and

found to consist of 26 sail of the line, and five frigates ;

which, having approached within nine miles, hauled to

the wind on the larboard tack, and hove to ; a three-

decker was then remarked to pass along the line, as if to

speak each ship, after which they formed in line a-head.

At 10h. 30m. the British wore in succession, and came to

the wind on the same tack as the enemy, and continued
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under a heavy press of sail endeavouring to get up to the

French fleet. At lh. p.m. the French fleet filled and

tacked, upon which Lord Howe, seeing that the enemy

was declining the engagement, made the signal for a gene

ral chase, and to engage the enemy as the ships got up.

At 2h. 30m. p.m. the Russel, being the headmost ship

of the British fleet, fired at the rearmost ship of the enemy,

and at 6h. the Bellerophon having by means of tacking

before getting into the enemy's wake reached the lee beam

of the 120-gun ship Revolutionnaire, gallantly opened

her fire, and for more than an hour maintained the unequal

contest ; when, being disabled by the enemy's shot, she

made the signal of inability, and bore up to rejoin her fleet.

The Russel and Marlborough having also closed the Re

volutionnaire, kept up a distant cannonade. The Revo

lutionnaire having lost her mizen-mast by the fire of these

ships, and being otherwise much crippled, then bore up out

of the line ; but she was intercepted by the Leviathan, and

subsequently was closely and gallantly engaged by the

Russel and Audacious.

The Audacious, Captain William Parker, assisted by the

Russel, having bore up, and taken a position upon the

three-decker's lee quarter, poured a destructive fire into

that ship, and the Russel being recalled by signal from the

admiral, the Audacious, single-handed, continued the en

gagement. The action between these ships then became

most animated, and the English seventy-four's sails and

rigging being much damaged, it was with difficulty she

could keep clear of her huge opponent, which, being by this

time in an unmanageable state, was often on the point of

falling on board her. At 10h. p.m. the Revolutionnaire

having lost, besides her mizen-mast, her main and main

top sail yards, fell athwart the hawse of the Audacious ;

but the latter having extricated herself, the French ship

fell off before the wind, and under her fore-topsail directed

her course to leeward. The crew of the Audacious, and

also of the Russel, declare that the Revolutionnaire

struck her colours ; but whether this was the fact, or not,

the French ship was clearly in a beaten and defenceless
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state, having only returned three shots to the last broad

side of the Audacious. The Revolutionnaire's loss amounted,

according to the French accounts, to near 400 men. The

Audacious was left in so crippled a state, that she could with

difficulty wear clear of the French fleet; she, however, after

being engaged by a frigate and corvette, made her way in

safety to Plymouth. This ship, in her severe action, had

only six men killed, and 16 wounded. The Revolution-

naire subsequently lost all her masts, and with much diffi

culty reached Rochefort in tow of the Audacieux, 74.

Both fleets carried a press of sail during the night, in a

parallel course, every British ship shewing a light. At

daylight, on the 29th, the enemy were about six miles on

the weather bow : at this time the wind was fresh from

south-by-west, with a heavy head sea. At 7h. a.m. the

detached ships having regained their stations in the line,

the whole was formed thus :—Caesar, Queen, Russel,

Valiant, Royal George, Invincible, Orion, Majestic, Levia

than, Queen Charlotte, Bellerophon (the remainder uncer

tain) ; and Lord Howe, with the desire to make some im

pression on the enemy's rear, ordered the fleet to tack in

succession. The British fleet being then on the larboard

tack, the signal was made to pass through the enemy's

line ; and as the British neared the French rear, on the op

posite tack, the latter commenced firing. In a few minutes

Lord Howe displayed the union at the main, and all the

ships hoisted their colours.

The Caesar and Queen opened their fire, but at 8h. a.m.

the French van wore in succession, and ran down to lee

ward of their line to support their rear, and after passing

the rear ship of their fine, hauled close to the wind on

the same tack as the British. At 9h., both fleets being

on the larboard tack, the French some distance to wind

ward, the van of the French edged away a few points,

and at 10h. opened fire on the van of the British.

At 12h. 30m. the signal was made to tack in succession,

upon which the Caesar, the leading ship, making the signal

of inability, wore, and ran down past the Majestic, the

eighth ship in her own line, before she hauled to the
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wind on the starboard tack. At lh. p.m. the Terrible, the

third French ship from the rear, pitched away her fore-top

mast, and at that time the Queen, the van ship of the Bri

tish, wore, and passing under the stern of her second

astern, luffed up, so as to fire distantly on the third ship of

the enemy's van. She then passed along their line, and

having reached the centre, became warmly engaged, and

continued so until she had passed to their rear ship. The

signal to cut through the enemy's line was still flying,

but the Queen having sustained much damage, made the

signal of inability.

Lord Howe observing that the Queen was suffering

severely, and that the French ships, which carried their

mainsails and single-reefed topsails, would reach so far

a-head as to defeat his intention of passing through their

line, resolved to set the example ; and at lh. 30m. p.m.

the Queen Charlotte, then under double-reefed topsails,

courses, jib and main-topmast staysail, tacked, and bracing

sharp up, passed under the lee of the Orion, still on the

larboard tack, and astern and to windward of the Caesar.

Stretching on gallantly, and receiving the fire of the French

line, the Queen Charlotte arrived abreast of the sixth ship

from their rear, the Eole, and luffing close round that ship's

stern, poured a broadside into her. The Bellerophon and

Leviathan quickly tacked after their chief, the Bellerophon

passing a-head of the Terrible, and the Leviathan under

the stern of the same ship.

The Queen Charlotte having gone through the line,

shortly afterwards tacked, and hoisted the signal for a

general chase, leaving the Tyrannicide and Indomptable,

the two sternmost and disabled French ships, to be engaged

by his rear ships. These were attended to by the Orion and

Barfleur, which ships closed and maintained a spirited fire

on them. The Tyrannicide and Indomptable were rescued

by the French admiral, who gallantly wore out of the line,

and led his fleet with the wind, on the starboard quarter, to

their rescue. Lord Howe having only the Leviathan and

Bellerophon with him, and they being both crippled, could

not prevent the success of this skilful manoeuvre. This we

have endeavoured to illustrate by a diagram.
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The Queen Charlotte then wore, and at 4h. p.m., calling

the ships around her, ran down to cover the Queen and

Royal George, on which ships the French admiral appeared

to have some designs. Both vans were again engaged,

and the Glory passing within pistol-shot of three ships in

succession, knocked away a topmast from two of them.

At 5h. p.m. the firing ceased, and both fleets formed in

line on the larboard tack, the British being to windward.

The damages of the British ships were soon repaired, and

before night the Queen, having used the greatest expedi

tion, was reported again ready for service. In this day's

action the Caesar had three men killed and 19 wounded;

the Queen, 21 men killed and 25 wounded, including Wm.
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Mitchell (master), killed, and Captain Hutt wounded (lost

a leg) ; Royal George, 15 men killed and 23 wounded, in

cluding Lieutenant George Heighman and one midshipman

killed; Invincible, 10 killed, and William Whithurst (mid

shipman), and 20 wounded; Orion and Ramillies, each

three men killed ; Defence, one killed and two wounded ;

Majestic, one killed and 13 wounded; and Queen Charlotte

lost her sixth lieutenant, Roger A. Rawlinson ; making a

total of 67 killed and 128 wounded.

On the 30th, in the morning, the fog (which during

the night had been thick) clearing away, the enemy was

seen on the starboard tack, bearing south-west, but on per

ceiving the British wore round upon the larboard, the same

tack as the British. The Invincible, having sprung her

mainmast, quitted the line, and was taken in tow by a fri

gate. At 10h. a.m. the British fleet formed in two columns,

and the starboard following the Queen Charlotte, bore up

towards the enemy ; but the fog coming on thick, Lord

Howe made the signal for the fleet to come to the wind

again on the larboard tack, and to form in close order ; the

ships, notwithstanding all their caution, became much

scattered.

On the 31st, at 9h. a.m., the weather again cleared, and

the British ships regained their proper order of sailing. At

noon, the French fleet of 32 sail, 26 of which were of the line,

was seen bearing north, and all appeared in a perfect state.

At 2h. p.m. Lord Howe again bore up, and the enemy also

edged away and formed their line on the larboard tack.

At 3h. 30m. the British hauled up a little, and formed in

line on the larboard bearing, still steering towards the

French. At 5h. p.m., when about five miles distant, the

van and centre were signalled to engage respectively

those divisions of the enemy : but Lord Howe afterwards

considered it advisable to delay his attack till the next day,

and at 7h. p.m. the fleet accordingly hauled to the wind

on the larboard tack, the Phaeton and Latona being sta

tioned a mile to leeward to watch the motions of the enemy.

Between the 29th of May and this day, the Montagnard,

74 ; Indomptable, 80 ; and Montblanc, 74 ; quitted the

French fleet : and the Juste, 80 ; and 74-gun ships Trente
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un-Mai, Trojan, and Temeraire, under Rear-Admiral Nielly,

joined Admiral Villaret, whose fleet thus reinforced con

sisted of the following 26 ships of the line, as they were

formed in the order of battle on the 1 st of June :—

Gun Ship.

fTrajan,

I Eole,

1 America,

^T6m6raire,

Terrible,

'Impetueux,

Mucius,

Tourville,

Gasparin,

Convention,

Trente-un-Mai,

^Tyrannicide,

80 Juste,

74

110

74

Gun Ship.

120 Montagne,

Jacobin,

Achille,

Vengeur,

Patriote,

Northumberland,

Entreprenant,

Jemappes,

Neptune,

Pelletier,

^Republicain,

~ fSans Pareil,

\-Scipion.

80

74

110

The English fleet continued, during the night, to stand to

the westward. At day-break on the 1st of June, in lat.

47° 48' north, long. 18° 30' west, the wind moderate from

south-by-west, the French were seen about six miles on the

lee bow, formed in line of battle, on the starboard tack.

At oh. a.m., by signal, the British bore up together, steer

ing north-west, and at 6h. 15m. north, until about 7h.,

when they hauled to the wind on the larboard tack, in order

that the ships' companies might go to breakfast.

At 7h. 16m. Lord Howe made the signal that he intended

to attack the enemy's centre, and engage to leeward. The

fleets, at this time, were about four miles apart, and hove

to. At 8h. 1 2m. the British fleet filled and bore up, and Lord

Howe made the signal for each ship to steer for and engage

her proper opponent. After some interchanges, the British

were thus formed in nearly line abreast, beginning from to

windward :—Csesar, Bellerophon, Leviathan, Russel, Royal

Sovereign, Marlborough, Defence, Impregnable, Tremen

dous, Barfleur, Invincible, Culloden, Gibraltar, Queen Char

lotte, Brunswick, Valiant, Orion, Queen, Ramillies, Alfred,

Montagu, Royal George, Majestic, Glory, Thunderer.
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Both fleets were under their topsails single-reefed ; the

French backing and filling to preserve their stations in their

line, which extended about east and west. The British

fleet, in running down, steered about north-north-west,

with the wind fresh at south-by-west, going about five

knots an hour. At 9h. the enemy's van opened their fire

upon the Defence, which ship was rather in advance of the

line. At Sh. 30m. a.m. the preparative was hauled down, and

signal to engage kept flying, upon which Lord Howe shut

his signal book, as the matter was so clear that it was im

possible for any captain to misunderstand his duty.

At 9h. 30m. a.m. the Queen Charlotte, setting a glori

ous example, steered for the French Admiral in the Mon-

tagne, 120, and was fired at by the Vengeur, the third ship

astern ; but instead of returning it, the British admiral

ordered the top-gallant sails and foresail to be set, which

soon carried the Queen Charlotte abreast of the Achille.

After receiving this ship's broadside, which the Queen

Charlotte returned, Lord Howe directed his course for the

larboard quarter of the Montagne. This was the moment ;

and ordering the Queen Charlotte's helm to be put hard

a-port, that ship passed so close under the Montagne's

stern, that the French ensign brushed the lower rigging of

the British ship. A tremendous broadside was poured into

the Montagne's stern as the Charlotte passed ; but just at

this time the Jacobin, the Montagne's next astern, not

wishing to receive the starboard broadside of the British

three-decker, was seen stretching a-head, and occupying

the position abreast of the Montagne, which Lord Howe

was himself desirous of taking. While Lord Howe was

expressing his regret to Mr. Bowen, the master, that

quick-sighted seaman observed by the movement of the

Jacobin's rudder that she was in the act of bearing up, and

instantly ordering the Queen Charlotte's helm hard a-star-

board, the Queen Charlotte passed the Jacobin on the wea

ther quarter, but so closely, that her jib-boom grazed the

larboard mizen-shrouds of the French ship. As the Jaco

bin bore up, she received the British three-decker's star

board broadside into her larboard quarter, which that ship
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returning with such guns as would bear, shot away the

Queen Charlotte's fore-topmast. Lord Howe then endea

voured to luff alongside of the Montagne, but from the

loss of the fore-topmast was prevented doing so ; and thus

disappointed of his object, the Queen Charlotte could only

keep up a cannonade upon the Montagne' s starboard quar

ter, which, however, proved most destructive, killing and

wounding nearly 300 men. After having sustained this fire

without returning a shot, the Montagne hauled aft her jib-

sheet, and crossing the Queen Charlotte's bows, quitted

the line. Observing that the Jacobin and several other

ships were following the Montague's example, Lord Howe

made the signal for a general chase. At this time the

Juste was on the larboard bow of the Queen Charlotte,

and the Jacobin on her starboard quarter. The Juste,

being also distantly engaged by the Invincible, lost her fore

mast, which was soon followed by the fall of her main and

mizen masts. At about the same time the Queen Char

lotte's main-topmast went over the side. The Juste, then

lying abreast, and to windward of the British admiral, with

a French jack at her bowsprit end, set her sprit- sail, and

wearing round, passed under the stern of, and raked the

Queen Charlotte. The Republicain, 120, was now seen

on the Queen Charlotte's weather quarter, engaged by the

Gibraltar ; and very shortly afterwards the three decker's

main and mizen masts went by the board ; the latter then

bore up, and passed astern of the Queen Charlotte without

firing. On quitting the Queen Charlotte the Montagne

and Jacobin set their top-gallant sails, and stood towards

their own van, which having reached, the Montagne wore,

and, followed by eleven ships, directed their course towards

the Queen, then lying in a disabled state not far from the

Queen Charlotte. Lord Howe, perceiving her danger,

directed such ships as were near to close and form in line

for her protection, and having with difficulty wore round

on the starboard tack, the Queen Charlotte, followed by

several ships, stood towards their disabled consort. The

French admiral, on seeing this, stood on to the aid of five

of his crippled ships to the eastward.



1794.] 367THE BRITISH NAVY.

Taking the ships as they were placed in the line of bat

tle, the following is a short statement of their proceedings,

with an account of the loss each ship sustained.

The Caesar hove to about 500 yards to windward of the

French line ; but on being directed by signal from the Bel-

lerophon, Captain Molloy endeavoured to bear up ; but a

shot having disabled the Caesar's tiller, that ship did not

bear up or engage with any decided effect. None of her spars

were shot away, but her masts and yards were wounded.

Sixty-four shot lodged in her starboard side, and seven guns

were disabled : she had 14 men killed and 23 wounded.

The Bellerophon did not open her fire until upon

the weather quarter of the Eole, within musket-shot ; and,

owing to the Caesar's not closing, she had to sustain the

fire of the three headmost ships of the enemy. At lOh.

50m. Rear-Admiral Pasley lost his leg, and was taken

below. At 11h. 45m. the Eole and the leading ship, set

ting top-gallant sails, wore round, and after firing their

starboard broadsides at the Bellerophon, stood away to the

eastward. The Bellerophon attempted to wear, but her

fore and main-top masts fell over the side ; and at noon,

having suffered considerably, Captain Hope called the

Latona to her assistance. The frigate gallantly complied,

receiving the fire of the two 74's in passing, which she re

turned with some effect. The Bellerophon had her main

mast badly wounded ; all her boats and spars on the booms ;

her running, and a great part of her standing rigging cut

to pieces ; but had only three seamen and one soldier killed,

and the rear-admiral, captain of marines (Walter Smith),

boatswain (Mr. Chapman), and 24 seamen and soldiers

wounded.

The Leviathan, at 8h. 50m., commenced firing on the

America, and in less than an hour shot away her foremast.

The Trajan and Eole, as they passed to leeward of the

French line, hove to, and opened a galling fire on the

Leviathan's starboard quarter. The Leviathan and her op

ponent then wore round, and the latter becoming the wea-

thermost, the America endeavoured to make off ; but her

main and mizen masts falling, she lay a mere hulk, with a

third part of her crew killed and wounded. Her colours
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were still flying on the stump of the mizen-mast when the

Leviathan quitted her, and made sail to close the admiral in

obedience to the signal. The Leviathan's fore-topsail-yard

was shot away, and all her masts wounded. She had ten

seamen killed, and Mr. Glen (midshipman) mortally, 31

seamen and one soldier wounded.

The Russel, at 8h. 30m., hove to, and engaged the Te-

meraire to windward. At lOh. her fore-topmast was shot

away. Atllh. the Temeraire, perceiving that the ships

in her van had wore, filled, and made sail to lee

ward, followed through the line by the Russel ; but the

French ship hauling up to starboard, the Russel, in her

disabled state, was unable to pursue her, and brought to on

the larboard tack, to leeward of three French van ships.

Receiving the fire of the Eole and Trajan, the Russel, after

firing into the stern of the America, joined the line forming

astern of the Queen Charlotte, and at 2h. 30m. p.m., in

obedience to the signal to stay by prizes, took possession

of the America. The Russel had eight seamen killed and

26 wounded.

The Royal Sovereign, at 9h. 23m., opened her fire

on the Terrible, also a three-decker, which ship imme

diately returned it. At 10h. Vice-Admiral Graves was

badly wounded and carried below. At 10h. 38m. the

main and mizen masts of the Sovereign's opponent were

shot away, and she bore up, or rather fell off before the

wind from the loss of her after-sail. In this position she

was raked several times by the Sovereign ; but Captain

Nichols, observing the van of the enemy making off, ordered

the Royal Sovereign's courses to be set, and pursued the

Terrible. The Montagne and Jacobin coming to the as

sistance of the latter, brought on an engagement at 1 lh.

45m. between the Sovereign and Montagne ; but the latter,

in about half-an-hour, bore away, and the Sovereign, after

following her a short distance, hauled up in obedience to

the signal to stay by prizes. The Royal Sovereign had

Mr. Wm. Ivey (midshipman), ten seamen, and three sol

diers killed ; and Vice-Admiral Graves, one captain, and one

lieutenant of foot, and 41 seamen and soldiers wounded.

The Marlborough, at 9h., commenced firing upon
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the Impetueux, and having passed under that ship's stern,

hauled up to leeward, and closely engaged her. At

9h. 15m. the Impetueux fell on board the Marlborough,

hooking her larboard mizen-rigging, and in this position a

furious cannonading took place. At 10h. 15m. the Mucius,

the next ship astern, made sail away from the Defence, and

this ship also fell on board the Marlborough. Previously

to this accession of opposing force, the British ship had

lost her mizen-mast ; and just after the Mucius fell foul

of her, the fore and main masts were also shot away.*

Still the gallant crew maintained an undiminished fire,

which soon dismasted both opponents. To add to her

already unequal contest, the Montagne now ranged up, and

fired a broadside into the Marlborough's stern, which occa

sioned much loss, and wounded Captain Berkeley (who was

obliged to quit the deck) and a midshipman. Lieutenant

John Monckton then took the command, and continued to

fight the ship until, being in almost a defenceless state, the

Aquilon frigate was called to her assistance, and took her

in tow. The Impetueux was taken possession of by the

Russel. Her loss amounted to 100 killed and 75 severely

wounded. The Mucius, although equally shattered, was

suffered to escape. The Marlborough had one midshipman

(Abraham Nelson), 23 seamen, and five soldiers killed ; her

captain, Lieutenants Michael Seymour and Alexander Rud

dock (the former lost his left arm), Mr. Pardoe (master's

mate), Messieurs Fitzgerald, Shortland, Linthorne, and Char

ges (midshipmen), 68 seamen and soldiers wounded.

The Defence, being rather in advance, was the first

ship to cut through the enemy's line, passing between the

Mucius and the Tourville. The Defence was in a short time

surrounded by the enemy's ships, and her main and mizen

masts both fell, when her opponents, seeing her crippled

* It is confidently affirmed in Sir John Barrow's Life of Lord

Howe, that a cock, which some of the numerous shot flying about had

released from its coop, in the heat of the action, perched upon the

stump of the main-mast, and, flapping his wings, crowed proudly.

This anecdote was for a time subject to some ridicule ; but the testi

mony of several survivors of the Marlborough's crew goes to prove its

authenticity. The bird was, on the arrival of the ship at Plymouth,

presented to Lord George Lenox, and lived to a good old age.

vol. i. 2 b
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state, passed a-head to the aid of their van ships. After

the Mucius left her, as before related, the Republicain and

other ships approaching to attack her, the Defence, after

losing her foremast, made the signal for assistance, and the

Phaeton came down and took her in tow. She had her

master (William Webster), boatswain (John Fitzpatrick),

1 1 seamen, and four soldiers killed ; and Mr. John Elliot

(master's mate), one ensign, 25 seamen, and nine soldiers

wounded. The Phaeton, in approaching to take the De

fence intow, passed under the stern of the Impetueux without

firing ; but the latter, contrary to the usage of war, opened

her larboard guns on the frigate, upon which the Phaeton

hauled up and returned the fire of the 74 for ten minutes,

during which engagement she had three men killed and five

wounded.

The next six ships—Impregnable, Tremendous, Barfleur,

Invincible, Culloden, and Gibraltar— having brought to

at some distance to windward, give occasion for little to be

said respecting them. These ships were much damaged in

sails and rigging. The Invincible had four men killed and

10 wounded; the Impregnable had her master (David

Caird) and six seamen killed, and Lieutenant William Buller,

Mr.Patterlo (boatswain), and 22 seamen wounded : this ship

had her three top-gallant-masts and fore-topsail-yard shot

away ; the Tremendous had her first lieutenant (Francis

Ross) and two men killed, and eight men wounded ; Bar

fleur, nine killed, Rear-Admiral Bowyer, Lieutenant Wil

liam Prowse, Messrs. Fogo and Clemons (midshipmen), and

21 men wounded ; Culloden, two seamen killed, Lieutenant

Tristram Whitter and four men wounded ; and Gibraltar,

two killed and 12 wounded.

The Queen Charlotte's proceedings have already been

related ; her main and fore-yard and three topmasts were

wounded in several places, her fore and main-topmasts and

topsail-yards shot away, and her sails and rigging much

disabled. Lieutenant Roger Rawlence, one lieutenant of

foot, and 11 seamen were killed, and Captain Sir Andrew

Douglas, Midshipman J. Holland, 22 seamen, and five sol

diers wounded. Her principal loss was sustained in run

ning down to the attack.
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The Brunswick, the next astern to the admiral, suffered

much from the fire directed at the Queen Charlotte, and her

cockpit was filled with wounded before she returned a shot.

The Jacobin having shot a-head, as before mentioned, and

the Achille having advanced to fill her place, the Brunswick

bore up for the opening astern of the Achille, and was at

tempting to pass between the Achille and Vengeur ; but the

latter gallantly pushed forward and closed the interval. The

Brunswick then, having no alternative, ran the Vengeur on

board to windward, her anchor hooking the French ships'

larboard fore-shrouds and channels. Captain Harvey, on

being asked by Mr. Stewart, the master, if they should en

deavour to cut her clear, exclaimed " No ; we have got her

and we will keep her." The ships then swang broadside to

broadside, and both payinground off before the wind, dropped

out of the line, engaging furiously. So close were these

ships locked, that the Brunswick was unable to open her

aftermost lower-deck ports, which were consequently blown

off by the eager crew. At 11h. a.m. the Achille bore

down on the Brunswick's larboard quarter, having her rig

ging and gangways crowded with men, as if intending to

board the British ship ; but the discharge of a few lower-

deck guns from the latter, added to the cannonading she

had previously received from the Queen Charlotte, brought

down the Achille's remaining mast ; the wreck of which,

falling on the starboard side, rendered her incapable of fur

ther resistance, and she struck her colours; they were, how

ever, subsequently rehoisted. The Brunswick and Vengeur

still continued their furious and destructive fight. The

gallant Captain Harvey was wounded by a splinter, which

knocked him down, but he still kept the deck, until having

received a severe contusion in his right arm, he was obliged

to go below. When descending the ladder, he called to

those of his crew near him, and admonished them

" bravely to fight the ship for the honour of their King and

country," adding, " remember my last words ! the colours

of the Brunswick shall never be struck !" The command

of the ship devolved on Lieutenant Edward Cracraft, and

after remaining three hours entangled the two ships sepa

rated, tearing away the Brunswick's sheet and bower anchors.

2 b 2
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The Ramillies, then coming up, took a position under

the Vengeur's stern, and commenced a well-directed fire

upon her, and the bravely fought French ship, reduced to a

sinking state, at lh. p.m., ceased firing. The Ramillies then

made sail after the Achille, of which ship she made a prize.

The Vengeur about this time is stated to have shewn a

Union-jack over her quarter, which she afterwards displayed

at her cross-jack-yard-arm ; but the Brunswick had no boat

to send to take possession.

At lh. 30m. the Brunswick lost her mizen-mast, and her

other masts were so badly wounded that she was unable to

haul up for the fleet ; she, therefore, steered to the north

ward with the intention of making the first British port.

The Brunswick in her desperate encounter (in which she

had been three times on fire), had 23 guns disabled, her

starboard quarter gallery knocked away, and the best

bower anchor, with the starboard cathead, were towing

under her bottom. Her loss amounted to Alexander Saunders

(captain of foot), Mr. Thomas Dalton (master's mate), and

James Lucas (midshipman), 30 seamen, and 11 soldiers

killed ; and her captain (mortally), Second Lieutenant Row

land Bevan, Mr. Hurdis (midshipman), one ensign of foot,

91 seamen, and 19 marines wounded : total, 44 killed, 114

wounded.

Shortly after the Brunswick quitted the nobly defended

Vengeur, the latter's fore and main masts fell, and with her

mizen-mast only standing, she lay rolling, her lower-deck

ports in the water, many of which having been torn off or

shot away by the Brunswick, she was soon filled with water ;

but, although fast sinking, her colours, which had been re-

hoisted, were kept flying. Fortunately for her, at 6h. 15m.

p.m., the Alfred, Culloden, and Rattler (cutter) approached

her, and, observing her state, humanely sent their boats

alongside, and by great exertions saved about 400 men.

Among the survivors were Captain Renaudin and his son,

a boy twelve years of age. These were accidentally taken off

by two boats belonging to different ships, and each, until

they met again at Portsmouth, believed the other to have

perished. The brave—for he had proved himself so—cap

tain's feelings, on meeting his son, whose supposed loss he
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had wept, can be better imagined than described ; nor could

the joy of the son have been less to find himself still in

possession of so noble a parent.

The Valiant hove to at 9h. 30m. to windward of her pro

per opponent, the Patriote, but soon afterwards passed

through the line a-head of the French ship, and engaged

the Achille, just as the Queen Charlotte quitted her. At

10h. 5m. the Achille's main and mizen masts fell over the

side, upon which the Valiant pushed on, and brought to

to windward of the Royal Sovereign. The Valiant had her

main-topsail and cross-jack-yards shot away. Two men

were killed and nine wounded.

The Orion engaged the Northumberland ; at l0h. 30m.

both ships bore up, and the latter having her masts much

disabled by the fire of the Queen, they fell over the side.

The Orion lost her main-topmast, which carried with it the

main-top and topsail-yard. She then hauled up in sup

port of the Queen Charlotte. She had two killed and 24

wounded.

The Queen suffered much from the enemy's fire while

running down into action, and in endeavouring to get

alongside of the Northumberland, which was fast shooting

a-head, that ship having set her courses. Unable to close

with the Northumberland, the Queen steered for the Je-

mappes, which ship also made sail and bore up ; but the

Queen, not to be evaded a second time, followed the Je-

mappes, keeping close upon her starboard quarter. At 1 0h.

45m. the Jemappes lost her mizen-mast, and at llh. a.m.

the mainmast of the Queen came down, which in its fall

sprang the mizen-mast and crushed the fore part of the poop

and larboard bulwarks of the quarter-deck. The Jemappes'

fore and main mast soon afterwards fell ; and her crew, hav

ing been driven from their guns by the fire from the Queen,

came upon deck and waved their hats in token of submis

sion. But the Queen herself was in so disabled a state that,

after an hour's hard work spent in repairing her damages,

she could only then be got round with her head towards her

own fleet. At 12h. 30m. p m. 12 sail were seen through

the smoke, standing towards her, but their designs were

frustrated, as we have seen, by the Queen Charlotte. The
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Montagne and her second did not fire, but the remaining

ships, the last of which was the Terrible, with only her fore

mast standing, opened their broadsides upon the Queen in

passing. The latter French ship was in tow of three fri

gates, two of which having cast her off, also hauled to the

wind to engage the Queen ; but, feeling the effect of the

Queen's guns, they soon bore away again, taking the dis

masted Jemappes with them . The Queen had 1 4 men killed,

and Lieutenant Richard Dawes, Acting Lieutenant George

Aimes, Mr. Kinneer (midshipman), and 37 men wounded.

The proceedings of the next seven ships afford little room

for remark. The Ramillies, previously to her attack upon

the Vengeur and taking the Achille, engaged the Pelletier.

The Royal George, at 9h. 38m. a.m., opened her fire on

the Sans Pareil and Republicain, and passed through the

line between those ships, engaging both in gallant style.

Her loss in the action amounted to Mr. John Hughes (mid

shipman) and four men killed, and Lieutenant Thomas Ire

land, Mr. Bainborough (master), Messrs. Boyce and Pearce

(midshipmen), and 45 seamen and marines wounded.

The Glory was a very slow-sailing ship, but she at length

got into action, and, passing under the stern of the Scipion,

hauled up and closely engaged her to leeward. In a little

time she knocked away the Scipion's three masts, herself

losing her fore-topmast and main and mizen top-gallant

masts. Then shooting a-head, the Glory became opposed to

the Sans Pareil, whose fore and mizen masts had just be

fore been shot away by the Royal George. The Queen and

Royal George then together raked the Republicain, and

compelled her to retreat with her masts in a tottering state,

so that shortly afterwards her main and mizen masts fell

over the side. The Glory was much crippled in her masts

and rigging, and had her master (George Metcalfe), David

Greig (midshipman), and 11 men killed, and 39 wounded.

The loss of the Sans Pareil from the fire of the Royal

George and Queen amounted to 300 in killed and wounded ;

but although she surrendered, neither of the two British

ships were in a condition to take possession of her.

Notwithstanding the number of ships which surrendered,

and that others were in such a dismasted and crippled
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state that a single broadside from a British ship must have

compelled them to strike, the following were the only tro

phies of the victory of the glorious first of June.

The Vengeur sank soon after her crew were removed.

It was not until the 3rd of June that Lord Howe was

enabled to make sail with his fleet and prizes. He then

steered to the north-east, and on the 13th anchored at Spit-

head with his six prizes. The royal family visited Ports

mouth, and his Majesty, attended by his prime minister, held

a levee on board the Queen Charlotte at Spithead, and there

presented the gallant veteran (then 69 years of age) with a

sword valued at 3,000 guineas, and also with a gold chain

to be worn round his neck. The next officer in command

of the fleet was created Lord Graves, and Sir Alexander

Hood became Viscount Bridport. Rear-Admirals Bowyer,

Gardner, Pasley, and Curtis were created baronets ; and Sir

George Bowyer and Sir Thomas Pasley had each a pension

of £1,000 per annum granted them in addition for their

wounds. The senior lieutenants were made commanders,

and a unanimous vote of thanks to the officers, seamen,

marines, and soldiers passed both Houses of Parliament.

The skill and gallantry displayed by Mr. Bowen, the mas

ter of the Queen Charlotte, was rewarded by his promotion

to the rank of lieutenant, and the captains, to testify their

admiration of his conduct, appointed him their agent for the

prizes. This clever seaman rose to be a post captain, and

gave many proofs of his talent and valour. He subsequently

held the office of Commissioner of the Navy Board.

On the 29th May, the British 28-gun frigate Carysfort,

Captain Francis Laforey, fell in with the French (late Bri

tish) 32-gun frigate Castor, Captain l'Hullier. After an

action of an hour and a quarter, the Castor struck her colours.

The Carysfort was but slightly injured, and only had one

man killed. The Castor had her main-top-gallant-mast shot

away, mainmast injured, and 16 men killed and wounded.

The Castor was restored to her place in the British navy.

Gun Ship. Gun Ship.
 

74 America,
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On the 8th of June, at day-break, a frigate squadron

consisting of the Crescent, 36, Captain Sir James Sauma-

rez ; Druid, 32, Captain Joseph Ellison ; and Eurydice, 24,

Captain Francis Cole, while cruizing off Jersey, fell in with

the French 50-gun rases Scevola and Brutus, two 36-gun fri

gates, and a brig. Declining to engage a force so superior,

Captain Saumarez directed the Eurydice to make the best of

her way to Guernsey, while the Crescent and Druid kept under

easy sail, and distantly engaged the enemy in order to give

the Eurydice an opportunity of escaping. Seeing the latter

well a-head, Sir James Saumarez made sail for Guernsey,

but this the French squadron endeavoured to prevent, and

would in all probability have cut off the Druid and Eury

dice, had not Sir James, by a masterly manoeuvre, defeated

their plan. The Crescent hauling her wind, stood close

along the French line, and thus diverted the attention of

the French commodore, who then considered himself sure

of the Crescent, which ship he accordingly pursued. But

the British captain, to whom, as well as to his pilot, every

inch of that critical navigation was well known, having

preserved the Druid and Eurydice, pushed through a narrow

passage never entered before by a British man-of-war, and

reached the road of Guernsey in safety. This gallant move

ment was witnessed by hundreds of spectators on shore at

Guernsey.

On the 1 7th of June, the 50-gun ship Romney, Captain

the Hon. William Paget, while conducting a convoy from

Smyrna to Naples, discovered a French frigate under the

island of Miconi, in the Archipelago. Resigning his charge

to the Inconstant, then in the offing, Captain Paget stood

in for Miconi, and on nearing the port sent a message to

the French captain, requiring him to surrender : this was

promptly resisted. The Romney then warped into the

harbour, exposed to the frigate's fire, and also to that of

two armed merchant vessels, and at lh. p.m. commenced

the action at close quarters. At the expiration of one hour

and twenty minutes, the French 40-gun frigate Sybille

struck her colours. The latter was commanded by Com

modore J. M. Rondeau, and out of a crew of 380 men, had

46 killed and 112 wounded. The Romney, out of a crew

of only 264, had eight seamen killed, and two mortally, and
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28 men wounded. The Sybille, being a fine new frigate of

1,091 tons, was added to the British navy.

On the 23rd of August, Commodore Sir J. B. Warren,

in the Flora, 36, having a squadron of five frigates under

his orders, chased the French 36-gun frigate Volontaire,

and drove her on shore on the Penmarcks, where she was

completely wrecked. This squadron also drove on shore

the Alerte and Espion, of 1 8 guns ; but the latter was got

off again, without having sustained much injury.

On the 21st of October, the British 38-gun frigate

Artois, Captain Edmund Nagle, being in company with the

38-gun frigates Arethusa, Diamond, and Galatea, Captains

Sir E. Pellew, Sir S. Smith, and Richard Goodwin Keats,

gave chase to the French 40-gun frigate Revolutionnaire.

The Artois took the lead in the pursuit, and having arrived

up with her, engaged her for forty minutes ; and on the

approach of the Diamond, the French frigate surrendered,

having eight killed, and her captain and four men wounded.

The Artois had Lieutenant Craigy, of the marines, and two

seamen killed and five wounded. The Revolutionnaire was

a splendid ship, of 1,148 tons, and under the same name

was added to the British navy. Captain Nagle received

the honour of knighthood, and his first lieutenant, Robert

Dudley Oliver, was made a commander.

On the 22nd of October, at 11h. a.m., the Centurion of

50 guns. Captain Samuel Osborne, and the Diomede, 44,

Captain Matthew Smith, cruizing off the Isle of France,

chased theFrench40-gun frigate Cybele, 36-gun frigate Pru-

dente, 20-gun corvette Jean Bart, and Courier of 14 guns,

which formed a line a-head, the commodore, J. M. Renaud,

in the Prudente, leading. The Centurion placed herself

abreast of the two frigates, and the Diomede was opposed

to the Cybele and Jean Bart. The firing commenced, within

musket-shot, at 3h. 30m. p.m. At4h. p.m. the Centurion

was much cut up in her sails and rigging, and the

Prudente bore up and ran out of gun-shot. The Cybele

having then closed the Centurion, shot away her mizen

top-mast and fore top-gallant-mast. At 5h. 15m. p.m. the

Cybele, having lost her main top-gallant-mast, bore up to

close her commodore, who with the other French vessels

had wore, and were coming to her support. At 5h. 45m.
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the Cybele lost her fore-topmast : the Prudente then took

her in tow, and made sail to the westward, followed and

fired at by the Diomede until dark.

The Centurion had three men killed, seven severely, and

1 7 slightly wounded ; Diomede, none killed or wounded ;

the Prudente had 15 killed and 20 wounded; Cybele, 21

killed and 60 wounded.

On the 6th of November, in lat. 48° 20' north, long.

7° 53' west, a French squadron of five 74's, under Rear-

Admiral Nielly, fell in with the British 74-gun ships Alex

ander and Canada, Captains Richard Rodney Bligh, and

Powell Hamilton, returning to England after escorting the

Lisbon convoys. At 4h. a.m. the British ships bore up

under all sail, pursued by the enemy. After gallantly sus

taining the several attacks of three ships of the line, the

Alexander, at lh. p.m., having her masts badly wounded,

and much water in the hold, and the French ships coming

up fast, Captain Bligh ordered the colours to be struck. Her

loss amounted to 36 men killed and wounded. The Canada

escaped.

On the 22nd of March in this year, a combined naval

and military force, under Vice-Admiral Sir John Jervis,

K.B., and Lieutenant-General Sir George Grey, after along

and arduous siege, gained possession of the Island of Mar

tinique, with the loss to the navy of Captain James Milne

and 13 seamen killed, and Captain Sandford Tatham, Lieu

tenants T. H. Wilson and Thomas Clarke, one surgeon,

and 24 men wounded.

On the 4th of April, St. Lucie was taken; and Guada-

loupe also fell on the 3rd of July to the same force, but was

retaken on the 10th of December. In taking Guadaloupe,

the British naval loss amounted to Captain Lewis Robertson

and six men killed, and two officers and 27 men wounded;

and in its recapture, three killed and 18 wounded.

On the 30th of December, the boats of the British 12-

pounder 32-gun frigate Blanche, Captain Robert Faulknor,

cut out a French schooner mounting eight guns, from under

a fort in the island of Desirade, in which affair Mr. Fitz-

gibbon (midshipman) and one marine were killed, and four

men wounded.
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CHAPTER XV.

1795.

On the 4th of January, 1795, the Blanche, proceeding on

her cruize, arrived off Pointe-a-Pitre, Guadaloupe, and at

day-break discovered the French frigate Pique lying at

anchor just outside the harbour. At 7h. a.m. the Pique,

in company with a schooner, worked out from under the

land, upon which the Blanche made sail to meet her, but

having arrived nearly within shot of Fort Fleur d'Epee, and

finding the Pique seemingly not inclined to come out, the

Blanche hove to. At half-past noon, the French frigate

filled and made sail towards the Blanche, which latter had

just boarded an American schooner, and taken her in tow.

At 2h. p.m. the Pique crossed the Blanche on opposite tacks,

and hoisting French colours, fired four shot at her, which

was considered in the light of a challenge, and was replied

to by the Blanche, who fired a shot to windward.

At 2h. 30m. finding that the Pique had tacked and was

standing towards her, the Blanche shortened sail to allow

her to close ; but at 3h. 30m., hoping to induce the Pique

to follow, she filled, and stood towards Marie-Galante

under easy sail. At 8h. p.m. the French frigate was seen

astern, on which the Blanche tacked, and made all sail in

chase.

About midnight the Blanche, on the starboard tack,

passed to leeward of the Pique on the larboard tack, and

returned the Pique's fire. At half-past midnight the Blanche

tacked, and at lh. a.m. on the 5th, when within musket-shot

of the Pique's starboard quarter, the Pique wore to cross

her opponent's hawse ; but the Blanche , to defeat this

manoeuvre, bore up, and both frigates became closely en
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gaged, running off the wind. At 2h. 30m. the Blanche,

having shot a-head of the Pique, luffed across her bows in

order to rake her, when the Blanche's main and mizen masts

fell over the side, on which the Pique ran foul of her on the

starboard quarter, and made several attempts to board. The

boarders were, however, repulsed with much loss, while

such of the Blanche's guns as would bear caused great

havoc on the Pique's deck. At about 3h. a.m., while as

sisting the second lieutenant (David Milne) and some of

the crew in lashing the Pique's bowsprit to the Blanche's

capstan, Captain Faulknor was shot through the heart by

a musket-ball.

The lashing of the bowsprit having parted, soon after

wards the two ships separated ; but the Blanche, for the want

of any after sail, paid round off, and again fell on board

the Pique. The bowsprit of the French ship was then

lashed to the stump of the Blanche's mainmast, and in this

manner, the two ships before the wind, a fire, principally of

musketry, was kept up from both ships, but particularly

from the Pique's tops. The fire of the Blanche's guns

was principally confined to two of the quarter-deck 6-

pounders, as she had no stern-ports on the main- deck. After

vainly endeavouring to cut ports, it was found necessary to

resort to more summary measures, and the two aftermost

guns were fired through the stern frame, and from the

openings thus made two 12-pounders were pointed, and

plied with such destructive effect, that the Pique's main

mast, at 3h. 15m., fell over the side, her fore and mizen

having previously fallen.

The fire from these guns was continued till 5h. 15m., the

Pique having for a long time been unable to return a shot,

when some of the crew of the Pique ran out to the end of

the bowsprit and called for quarter.

The Blanche commenced the action with 198 men, of

which she had her captain, Wm. Bolton (midshipman),

five seamen, and one marine killed ; and Charles Herbert

(midshipman), 14 seamen, and four marines wounded :

total, eight killed and 21 wounded. The Pique, out of a

crew of 275 men, had 76 killed and 105 wounded.
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This action reflects the highest credit on both parties ; on

the officers and crew of the Blanche, for their gallant and

skilful conduct, whereby the action was brought to its suc

cessful termination ; and on those of the Pique, for their

protracted defence, while a chance of victory remained. The

Pique was added to the British navy as a 12-pounder 36-

gun frigate, and Lieutenants Frederick Watkins and David

Milne were most deservedly promoted.

On the 13th of March, at 7h. a.m., Ushant bearing

south, distant 13 leagues, the 32-gun frigate Lively, acting

Captain George Burlton, discovered and chased three sail

standing towards the French coast. The largest, which

proved to be the Tourterelle, of 28 guns, Captain Montalan,

tacked, and stood towards the Lively ; and at lOh. 30m.,

having approached within gun-shot, both ships fired their

broadsides. The Tourterelle then wore, and having

brought to on the Lively's weather beam, continued in close

action until lh. 30m. p.m., by which time her three top

masts having been shot away, and being much disabled in

hull and rigging, the Tourterelle hauled down her colours.

Her main-mast soon afterwards fell over the side. The

Lively had only Lieutenant L. O. Bland and two seamen

wounded. The Tourterelle, out of a crew of 230 men, had

1 6 killed and 25 wounded. The Tourterelle was in no way

a match for the Lively, but Captain Montalan must have

depended for victory on his hot shot (for which he had a

furnace), several of which were fired from the privateer.

The Tourterelle was purchased into the navy, where she

was rated a 28-gun frigate.

Intelligence having reached Toulon that the British fleet

had quitted Corsica and retired to Leghorn, 5,000 men

were embarked on board the fleet under Rear-Admiral

Martin, who, with 15 sail of the line, six frigates, and two

brigs, put to sea on the 3rd of March.

On the 7th, the Berwick, under jurymasts, was chased,

and after a very vigorous resistance, in which her Captain

(Littlejohn) was killed and four seamen wounded, was

captured by this fleet.

On the 8th, Admiral Hotham, while lying in Leghorn

roads with the following—
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Gun Ship.

- „ _ . rVice-Adm. Wm. Hotham (red),
100 Britannia {captain John Holloway,

fjy . „ i fVice-Adm. S. C. Goodall (white),
Princess ltoyal<^Captain John ChUd purvis,

^ 0 rVice-Adm. Sir Hyde Parker (blue),
98> St. George ...{Captain Thomas Foley,

ttt- j n i.i fRear-Adm. Robert Linzee (red),
WindsorCastle(Captain John Gore

fTancredi

Captain

Fortitude

747 Illustrious..

1 Terrible . .

Courageux

Bedford .

fAgamemnon . . ■

IDiadem

Chevalier Caraccioli, Neap.,

Samuel Reeve,

William Young,

Thomas Lenox Frederick,

George Campbell,

Augustus Montgomery,

Davidge Gould,

Horatio Nelson,

Charles Tyler;

Frigates—Pilade and Minerva (Neapolitan), and Incon

stant, Lowestoffe, Meleager, and Romulus ; two sloops and

a cutter—received intelligence of the departure of the

French fleet from Toulon, and shortly afterwards the

Moselle appeared in the offing with the signal for a fleet

bearing north-west.

Accordingly, on the 9th, the British fleet put to sea with

a strong breeze at east-north- east, and steered for Cape

Corse ; and on the 10th, the French fleet was seen by the

British advanced ships working back to Toulon, consisting

of the following :—

Gun Ship.

120 Sans Culotte, 'Duquesne,

(Ca Tra,

80^ Tonnant,

LVictoire,

Genereux,

Guerrier,

74; Heureux,

rAlcide, Mercure,

7 . j Barras,

1 Censeur,

Peuple Souverain,

1 Conquerant,

-Timoleon.

Gun Ship.
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After a three days' chase, the British admiral, finding

the French had no intention of fighting, made the signal, on

the morning of the 13th, for a general chase. At 8h. a.m.

the Ca Ira (third from the French rear) ran foul of her

second a-head—the Victoire—and carried away her own

fore and main topmasts. Captain Thomas Freemantle, of

the Inconstant, 36 guns, at 9h. a.m., being far advanced

in the chase, on seeing the disabled state of the Ca Ira,

gallantly ranged up on her larboard side, and engaged her

for some time. The French frigate Vestale then bore down

to take the Ca Ira in tow, and fired into the Inconstant.

At lOh. 50m. the Agamemnon and Captain having ranged

up, attacked the Ca Ira, and continued annoying her until

2h. 15m. p.m., when several French ships bearing down to

the support of their disabled companion, the Agamemnon

and Captain, atlh. 30m. p.m., bore up to rejoin their fleet by

signal from the admiral. The enemy kept on the larboard

tack during the night, with the wind at south-west, fol

lowed by the British, each ship of which carried a light.

At day-break on the 14th, Genoa bearing north-east, dis

tant seven leagues, the Ca Ira was observed a long distance

astern and to leeward of her fleet, in tow of the Censeur,

74. About 5h. 30m. a breeze springing up from the north

west obliged the British to tack, and gave them the weather

gage.

The Captain and Bedford, being ordered by signal, bore

up, and at 7h. a.m. engaged the Ca Ira and Censeur, while

the remainder of the British fleet stood on in close order

of battle for the body of the French fleet. The Captain in

approaching the Ca Ira received so much injury, in going

down to the attack, from the fire of the two French ships,

that she made the signal for assistance. The Bedford was

also disabled, and towed out of the action.

At 8h. a.m. the French fleet having wore in succession,

with the intention of passing between their disabled ships

and the British line, closed the British fleet on opposite

tacks ; but in order to frustrate the design of the French

admiral, the British fleet edged away a little, and the

French fleet was obliged to go to windward of the British.



384 [1795.BATTLES OF

Beyond this passing fire, nothing appears to have been

done ; for after having cleared the British fleet on the lar

board tack, the French fleet tacked, and stood away to the

westward under all sail, leaving the Ca Ira and Censeur to

their fate. These ships did not surrender until after a

desperate resistance, in which their masts were shot away,

and they sustained a loss of 400 men.

The killed and wounded in the British fleet consisted of

as follows ; the ships in their proper order of sailing :—

Ships. Killed.

Wounded.

3 19

Bedford 7 13

1 5

Princess Royal ... 3 8

13

20 70

15 33

1 18

7 21

Windsor Castle... 6 31

Ships. Killed.

Diadem

St. George

Terrible

Fortitude

FRIGATES.

Inconstant.....

Minerva

Total | .. 74

7

13

6

4

14

4

284

Taking in tow the dismasted ships and prizes, the fleet

bore away for Spezia. The Illustrious, having parted com

pany in tow of the Meleager, experienced very bad weather,

and anchored in Valence Bay, where she parted her cables,

struck the ground, and after every attempt having been

made in vain to save the ship, the crew were taken out by

the exertions of Captain Brisbane and Hallowell, and the

ship set on fire.

* Lost main and mizen masts and fore-topmast.

f Lost main and mizen masts.

| Including the following officers :—Mr. Moore, midshipman of

the Illustrious (killed), and Lieutenants Thomas Hawker (Windsor

Castle), and Robert Honeyman (St. George), Mr. John Wilson, master

(Agamemnon), and one midshipman, Mr. John Coleman (Illustrious),

wounded.
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On the 10th of April, at lOh. a.m., Rear-Admiral Col-

poys, with five sail of the line and three frigates, cruizing in

the Channel discovered three sail in the north-west quar

ter, which, at noon, were made out to be frigates. Chase

was instantly given, and the Colossus, 74 guns, Captain

John Monkton, having got within shot of the sternmost,

opened her fire, which the frigate returned. They then

separated, steering different courses. The Astrea 32-gun

frigate, Captain Lord Henry Paulet, with the 74-gun ships

Robust and Hannibal, pursued the frigate that steered to the

north-west, and the Astrea having, at 6h. p.m., outsailed

the line-of-battle ships, arrived up with the chase—the

French 36-gun frigate Gloire—which returned the Astrea's

fire with her stern chasers. At lOh. 30m. the Astrea was

enabled to bring her to close action, and, after 58 minutes'

warm contest, the French colours were hauled down.

Both ships were much disabled in their masts and rigging.

The Astrea had only eight men wounded ; Gloire, 40

killed and wounded. In this action the advantage was in

every particular on the side of the Gloire ; but it is to be

regretted that the presence of the line-of-battle ships pre

cluded the captain, officers, and crew of the Astrea from

claiming the undivided honour of the victory.

Lieutenant John Talbot, of the Astrea, was made a com

mander. The Gloire's consorts were the 36-gun frigates

Gentille and Fraternite. The former was captured by the

Hannibal, 74, but the Fraternite escaped. The Gloire and

Gentille were added to the British navy under the same

name.

On the 17th of May, the British 36-gun frigate Thetis

and 28-gun frigate Hussar, Captains the Hon. Alexander

Inglis Cochrane and John P. Beresford, fell in with the

French store ships, Trajan, Prevoyante, Heureux, and

Raison, off Cape Henry, Chesapeake. After a gallant de

fence, the Raison was captured by the Hussar, and the Pre

voyante by the Thetis. The Thetis had eight men killed

and nine wounded ; the Hussar, three wounded.

On the 25th of May, the British 16-gun sloop Thorn,

Captain Robert W. Otway, on the Windward Island station,

vol. i. 2 c
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captured, after a warmly contested action of 35 minutes, the

18-gun ship corvette Courier National. The Thetis, out

of a crew of 80 men, had five men wounded ; and the Cou

rier National, out of 119, had seven men killed and 20

wounded.

On the 24th of June, the British 28-gun frigate Dido,

Captain George Henry Towry, and 32-gun frigate Lowe-

stoffe, Captain Robert G. Middleton, having been dispatched

by Admiral Hotham to reconnoitre the harbour of Toulon,

discovered nearly a-head and standing towards them the

French 40-gun frigate Minerve, Captain Perree, and 36-

gun frigate Artemise, Captain Charbonnier, which frigates,

by a remarkable coincidence, had been dispatched to obtain

information of the British fleet. The private signal having

been made by the Dido, the enemy wore round and stood

away, pursued by the British frigates. At 8h. a.m. the

enemy, perceiving the inequality of the pursuing frigates,

wore again and stood towards them ; and, when within a

mile of the Dido's weather bow, the Minerve, being a-head

of her consort, wore and came to the wind on the larboard

tack, to windward of the Dido, and at8h. 30m. commenced

the action. The Dido reserved her fire until 8h. 45m., and

by that time the Minerve, having shot up on her weather

beam, poured in her broadside. The Minerve, then putting

her helm a-weather and squaring her yards, bore right up

with the intention of sinking the little ship at once ; which,

from her size and the fresh wind, she was fully able to do.

But just as the Minerve's flying jib-boom was touching the

main-yard of the Dido, the latter to avoid the shock bore up

also, and the round of the Minerve's bow struck her on the

larboard quarter. The shock was so great that it threw the

British frigate athwart the Minerve's hawse, the bowsprit of

the latter locking in the Dido's mizen rigging. After a short

time the bowsprit snapped in two, carrying with it the Dido's

wounded mizen-mast. With the bowsprit (which, for a short

time before, had been a ladder for the French to attempt

to board by, and had literally suspended the Dido by the

latter's mizen rigging) several of the French assailants were

carried overboard, and also, with the Dido's mizen-mast,
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the British colours. These latter were, however, quickly

replaced by a union-jack, which, with characteristic bravery,

was nailed to the stump of the mizen-mast by Henry Bar

ling, one of the Dido's quarter-masters. The Minerve now

ranged a-head of the Dido, and the cannonade, which had

scarcely ceased for a moment, was for a time suspended by

the arrival of the Lowestoffe. Having passed a-head of the

Dido, the Lowestoffe placed herself on the French ship's

larboard bow, and, at 9h. a.m., having opened her fire,

quickly shot away her foremast, and also her remaining

topmasts.

At 9h. 15m., seeing that the escape of the Minerve was

impossible, Captain Towry caused the signal to chase the

Artemise (which ship was making off) to be spread over the

Dido's quarter. The Lowestoffe, therefore, abandoned the

Minerve and made sail after the Artemise; but Captain

Towry, perceiving that the French ship gained considerably

on the Lowestoffe, the latter was recalled ; and, at 1 1h. 30m.,

renewed the action with the Minerve. At 11h. 45m., on

the fall of her mizen-mast, the Minerve hailed to say that

she had surrendered. At this time the Artemise was hull

down to windward.

The Dido, in this brilliant affair, out of a crew of 193

men, had her boatswain (Cuthbert Douglas) and five sea

men killed, and her first-lieutenant (Richard Buckoll), cap

tain's clerk (Richard Willan), and 13 seamen wounded.

The Lowestoffe sustained no loss ; and the Minerve is said

to have had no more than 20 killed and wounded, exclusive

of those washed overboard with the bowsprit. Captain

Towry was most deservedly appointed to the command of

the Minerve, a ship of 1,102 tons, and the first-lieutenant

of the Dido, Richard Buckoll, was promoted to the rank of

commander, as was also Lieutenant Joshua Sydney Horton,

of the Lowestoffe.

On the 30th of May the following ships sailed from

Spithead for a cruize off" Ushant:—

Gun Ship.

n i c ■ rVice-Ad.Hn.W.Cornwallis(blue),
100 Royal Sovereign { Captain John Whitby,

2 c 2



388 [1795.BATTLES OF

Gun Ship.

74^

Mars Captain Sir Charles Cotton,

Triumph

Brunswick ...

[Bellerophon...

38 Phaeton

32 Pallas

Bg.18 Kingfisher ...

Sir Erasmus Gower,

Lord Charles Fitzgerald,

Lord Cranstoun,

Hon. Robert Stopford,

Hon. Henry Curzon,

T. le Marchant Gosselin.

On the 8th June, the squadron being off the Penmarcks,

the Triumph, at lOh. 30m. a.m., made the signal for six sail

bearing east-by-north. The strangers were a squadron under

Rear-Admiral Vence, with a convoy bound to Brest. The

enemy was chased into Palais Road, Belle Isle ; and the

British squadron, having secured eight sail of small vessels,

continued to blockade the French squadron. The knowledge

of this blockade having reached Brest, a squadron of nine

sail of the line sailed from that port on the 12th of

June, and on the l5th, this squadron having effected a

junction with Admiral Vence, off Groix, their united force

was as under :—

74

Gun Ship.

120 Peuple (late Montague), j

Alexandre,

Droits de 1' Homme,

74< Formidable,

Fougueux,

Jean Bart,

Frigates.

Brave 1 .
0 , , >rases,
bcevola J

Virginie,

Proserpine,

Insurgente,

Driade,

On the 16th, at lOh. 30m., this fleet, which was under

the command of Vice-Admiral Villaret Joyeuse, working to

windward, with the wind at west-north-west, came in sight

of Vice-Admiral Cornwallis's squadron, returning to look

Gun Ship.

Mucius,

Nestor,

Redoutable,

Tigre,

Wattigny,

LZele.

Fraternite,

Fidelle,

Cocarde,

Regeneree,

Name unknown.
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after M. Vence. The Phaeton, not hauling to the wind to

join the admiral, after making the signal for the enemy,

the British squadron, did not haul up until having, in an

swer to the question as to force, ascertained from the Phae

ton that the strangers were 13 sail of the line and 14 fri

gates. The squadron then came to the wind on the star

board tack, in the following order—Brunswick, Royal So

vereign, Bellerophon, Triumph, Mars.

At 2h. p.m. the French fleet separated ; one division con

tinuing on the same tack as the British, while the other

stood to the northward on the larboard tack. At 6h. p.m.

the wind shifted to the northward, which enabled the divi

sion, that had tacked to the northward, to weather the British

on the starboard tack, and the other to lie up for the British.

From the Bellerophon the weather division bore east-by-

north, or a little on the weather quarter ; and the other

division south-east, or right astern, distant 10 miles, both

on the starboard tack.

During the night the wind was light and variable, be

tween north half west and north-east, and at daylight, on

the 17th, the French fleet was observed in three divisions ;

the weather division, consisting of three sail of the line and

five frigates, being nearly abreast, and to windward of the

British squadron ; the centre division, of six sail of the line

and four frigates, being on the weather quarter of the squa

dron ; and the lee division, of four sail of the line, five fri

gates, two brigs, and two cutters, right astern. At 6h.

a.m. the British squadron bore away two or three points,

so as to enable the ships to set the starboard studding sails,

which of course also altered the relative positions of the

French fleet. At 7h. the ships got ready for action,

running the guns out. The admiral about this time

ordered the Bellerophon to go a-head of the Royal Sove

reign, which she accordingly did, passing under the admi

ral's lee.

At 9h. a.m. the van ship of the French weather division

commenced firing on the Mars, assisted by the French fri

gate Virginie, Captain Bergeret. At 1 lh. 10m. the Phaeton,

being then a long distance to windward, made the signal
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for a fleet, by letting fly her topsail sheets, in order to de

ceive the enemy ; but the deception did not appear to take

effect, as the French ships continued to chase and engage

the sternmost British ships without any apparent dif

ference. At 1h. 30m. p.m. the Zele, having lost her main

top-gallant mast, and being otherwise damaged by the fire

of the Mars, dropped astern, and was succeeded by her

next astern.

Observing that the Mars had fallen much to leeward,

and that it was likely, from her disabled state, she would

be overpowered by the enemy's ships, then closing round

her, the admiral, in the Royal Sovereign, at 3h. 35m. p.m.,

gallantly wore out of the line, and bore up, in company with

the Triumph, to protect her. At 3h. 52m., on nearing the

Mars, the crew of that ship thanked the admiral with three

hearty cheers. The effect of this movement, on the part

of the Royal Sovereign, was most decisive ; for the leading

French ships, not desiring to encounter the broadside of the

British three-decker, wore and left the Mars unmolested.

A partial firing continued till 7h. 10m. p.m., when the

French fleet hauled to the wind, and gave over the action.

The only two British ships which sustained any injury from

the fire of the enemy were the Mars and Triumph. The

Mars had her masts and yards much cut by shot, and 12

men wounded, but none killed. The Triumph had her

masts and sails cut, and received several shot in her

hull, but had no one hurt. This escape of the British

squadron, by fairly beating off a superior force, is justly

considered a feat equally meritorious with most of our

victories.

The French fleet, thus beaten off by Admiral Cornwallis,

unable to reach Brest, anchored off Belle Isle, and having

weighed from thence, on the 22nd June, at 3h. 30m. a.m.,

came in sight of the Channel fleet, in the north-west, con

sisting of the following :—

Gun Ship.

100.
Royal George

QueenCharlotte. Sir Andrew S. Douglas,
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Gun Ship.

'q fVice-Ad . SirAlan Gardner (blue) ,

\Captain William Bedford,

London I Vice-Adm. J°nn Colpoys (blue),

I Captain Edward Griffith,

98 < Prince of Wales . f Rear-Adm Henry Harvey (red),

loaptain John Bazely,

Prince ,, Chas. Powell Hamilton,

Barfleur „ James Richard Dacres,

UPrince George ... „ William Edge,

80 Sans Pared /Rear-Ad Lord H. Seymour (red),

ICaptain William Browed,

'Valiant „ Christopher Parker,

Robust * ,, Edward Thornborough,

Orion ,, Sir James Saumarez,

74 s, Thunderer* ,, Albermarle Bertie,

Irresistible ,, Richard Grindall,

Russel „ Thomas Larcom,

^Colossus ,, John Monkton,

64 Standard* „ Joseph Ellison.

Frigates—Revolutionnaire, Thalia, Nymphe, Aquilon,

Astrea, Babet (20-gun ship), Maegera and Incendiary (fire-

ships), Charon (hospital ship), Argus and Dolly (luggers).

Lord Bridport's particular object in putting to sea was in

order to protect an expedition bound to Quiberon, under

Sir John Warren. Having reached Belle Isle, Lord Brid-

port stood off shore that he might be prepared for the Brest

fleet, should it attempt to molest the plans of Commodore

Warren in Quiberon Bay.

At 6h. 30m. a.m., Lord Bridport, finding that the French

fleet had no intention of offering battle to the British, made

the signal for the Sans Pared, Orion, Colossus, Irresistible,

Valiant, and Russel to chase, and at 6h. 45m. the signal

was made for a general chase. The British fleet then

* The ships marked (*) were part of Sir John Warren's squadron,

but were too far to leeward, when ordered by Lord Bridport to join,

to be able to participate in the action.
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crowded every sail, but at noon the enemy were still 12

miles distant, standing in for the land.

At 7h. 26m. p.m., having closed the French a little, the

signal was made to harass their rear, and then for ships to

engage as they came up, and to take stations for mutual

support ; but at lOh. p.m. it fell calm, and nothing more

could be done.

On the 23rd, at day-break, a light breeze sprang up from

the south-west, and the French fleet was seen a-head in a

cluster, about three miles to the eastward. The British

ships were much scattered, the Queen Charlotte being a

long distance a-head of all her fleet, except the Irresistible.

At 4h. a.m. Belle Isle bore east, about eight miles distant

on the lee bow. At 5h. a.m. a French frigate took the Alex

andre (late British Alexander) in tow ; and at 6h. a.m. this

ship and two others opened their fire on the Irresistible, as

she came up. The frigate soon resigned her charge to her

fate, and made sail a-head. The Irresistible then engaged the

Alexandre, and was passed by the Orion and Queen Char

lotte, which latter ship, at about 6h. 15m. a.m., fired her

starboard broadside into the Formidable, Captain Charles

A. D. Linois, and a close action commenced between

them.

At 6h. 30m. the Formidable was fired into by the Sans

Pareil, but she, leaving the Formidable to the Queen

Charlotte, pushed on. The French ship, about this

time, caught fire on the poop, and being much disabled,

dropped astern ; her mizen-mast falling soon afterwards,

she bore up and struck her colours. The Queen Charlotte

was also by this time quite unmanageable, and having

dropped astern, at 7h. 14m. a.m. fired a broadside into the

Alexandre, and that ship being already in a very crippled

state, hauled down her colours.

The Tigre was pursued and brought to action by the

Sans Pareil, and the London and Queen also taking part,

the French ship surrendered.

At 8h. a.m. the Royal George passed the Queen Char

lotte as she lay repairing her damages, which having done,

the latter made all sail a-head to support the admiral. At



1795.] 393THE BRITISH NAVY.

8h. 15m. the Colossus and Sans Pareil's signals were

made to discontinue the action. The Royal George, after

receiving the fire of the Peuple, bore up, and fired her

broadside into the latter ; but by this time the fleet had got

so close in with the land, that Lord Bridport considered it

prudent to discontinue the chase.

The British fleet having given over the pursuit, the

French admiral kept his wind, and after several tacks

anchored within the Isle of Groix in safety. The Queen

Charlotte, Sans Pared, and Irresistible were the only ships

whose masts and spars were materially injured.

The following is a statement of the loss sustained by each

ship, in the order in which the ships engaged :—Irresistible,

three men killed and 11, including Captain Grindall and

the master, Thomas Troughton, wounded ; Orion, six killed

and 18 wounded; Queen Charlotte, four killed, and 32, in

cluding David Coutts and Hornby Charles (midshipmen),

wounded ; Sans Pared, Lieutenant CM. Stocker, Lieute

nant of marines, W. Jephcott, and eight men killed, and

Messieurs Francis John Nott and Richard Spencer (mid

shipmen), wounded ; Colossus, five killed, and 30, including

Robert Mends and John Whyley (midshipmen), wounded ;

Russel, three killed, and ten, including Captain Bacon, 1 18th

regt., wounded ; London, three wounded ; Royal George,

seven wounded: total, 31 men killed and 113 wounded.

The Tigre had 130 men killed and wounded; Alexandre,

200 ; and Formidable, more than 300.

Great men never want detractors ; but fortunately for

Lord Bridport his character was previously too well esta

blished to suffer from the censures of individuals relative to

this action. The French writers boldly asserted that a

continuance of the chase by Lord Bridport would have led

to the capture or destruction of the whole fleet; but if so,

what do they say to Admiral Villaret Joyeuse and Admi

ral Cornwallis ? Lord Bridport, Sir Alan Gardner, and

Lord Hugh Seymour, received the thanks of Parliament.

The Tigre retained her name in the British navy, but

the name of the Formidable (a very fine ship) was changed

to Belleisle. The Alexandre was also restored to her place

in the navy list.
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On the 6th of July the Agamemnon, being off Cape del

Melle, was discovered and chased by the enemy's fleet, con

sisting of 17 sail of the line. Closely pursued, the Aga

memnon made for St. Fiorenzo Bay, but at 9h. 30m. a.m. on

the 7th, having got sight of the British fleet of 22 sail of

the line at anchor in that bay, the French admiral hauled

to the westward. At 9h. p.m. Admiral Hotham, having

used the greatest expedition, weighed with the following

ships :—

Gun Ships.

[Britannia rAdm. Wm. Hotham (blue),

innj 1 \Captain John Holloway,

j y. rRear-Adm. Robert Mann (blue),

I ™ \Captain John Knight,

„ . -n i fVice- Adm. S. C. Goodall (red),
Princess Royal... (Captain John Child Purvis\

/Vice-Adm. Sir Hyde Parker (red),

ICaptain Thomas Foley,

rVice-Adm. Robt. Linzee (white),

(.Captain John Gore,

,, John Bazeley,

98
St. George

Windsor Castle

80

74>>

-Barfieur

Gibraltar

Captain

Fortitude

Bombay Castle...

Saturn

Cumberland

Terrible

Defence

Egmont

Culloden

Bedford

Courageux

Audacious

Guiscardo

^Samnito

John Pakenham,

Samuel Reeve,

William Young,

Charles Chamberlayne,

James Douglas,

Barth. Samuel Rowley,

George Campbell,

Thomas Wells,

John Sutton,

Thomas Troubridge,

Davidge Gould,

Benjamin Hallowell,

William Shield,

Neapolitan,

g^/Agamemnon Commodore Horatio Nelson,

iDiadem Captain Charles Tyler.
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At noon on the 8th, the fleet having cleared the

bay, made all sail to the westward after the French fleet,

and on the 13th, being off the Hyeres' Islands, at 3h. a.m.,

it having blown a heavy gale during the night, the French

fleet was discovered about ten miles distant on the lee

beam, bearing from the British east-north- east, and stand

ing to the northward. The van ship of the enemy, at 3h.

30m. a.m., was half a point before the lee beam of the

Victory, the leading ship of the British. Five sail were

also observed two or three miles astern of the body of the

French fleet. The British fleet—at this time on the same

tack with the French—from some unaccountable, or at

least unexplained cause, instead of bearing up for the

French fleet, was at 3h. 45m. ordered to form on the star

board tack, which was, in point of fact, standing right

away from the enemy ; and continued to stand on the

starboard tack for one hour, when the signal was made to

form on the larboard tack under easy sail. The French,

taking advantage of this oversight of the British admiral,

formed a compact line and stood away, two points off the

wind, towards a friendly port.

At 8h. a.m. Admiral Hotham made the signal for the

fleet to make sail in chase, but by this time the French

fleet was a long distance a-head. The British fleet then

made all the sail that the masts would bear—it still blowing

fresh—in chase of the enemy ; but as the sun got up, the

wind fell lighter, and at noon it had almost entirely died

away. By this time the Victory, gallantly supported by

the Cumberland, Culloden, Agamemnon, and Defence, were

only three-quarters of a mile from the rear of the French

fleet, and a-head of the body of the British seven or eight

miles, the sternmost being half-topsails down. At 12h.

30m. p.m. the wind shifted suddenly from south-west-by-

west to north, taking the ships a-back, which on their

coming round on the starboard tack, brought the broad

sides of the three sternmost ships of the French line to

bear on the Victory.

The following diagram will perhaps elucidate this

point :—
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WIND
NORTH 

The woodcutter has, by mistake, deprived the Agamemnon of a

mizen-mast.

In twenty minutes the Alcide, French 74, was so dis

abled by the fire of the Victory and Culloden, that she

ceased firing, and at 2h. p.m. struck her colours. The

Culloden having lost her main-topmast, and the Victory's

fore-topsail-yard being shot away, and her sails and run

ning rigging cut to pieces, the Cumberland passed them,

and attacked the Justice ; but she had only taken up her

position alongside, when the signal to discontinue the

action was seen flying on board the Britannia; but the

Victory had to repeat the signal more than once to the

Cumberland before it was obeyed. When the recall was

made by Admiral Hotham, the Blenheim, Gibraltar, Cap
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tain, and some others, were closing with the rear ships of

the enemy ; but those ships having wore in obedience to

the mandate, the French fleet, unmolested, proceeded on to

Frejus Bay.

The Victory, Culloden, and Cumberland, were the only

ships disabled. Their loss on this day was as follows :—

The Victory had two midshipmen (James Beale and Wil

liam Willison), and three marines killed, and Lieutenant

John Hinton, Midshipman William Irwin, Major Frederick

Hill Flight, and Lieutenant Darley, of the marines, and

1 1 seamen wounded ; the Culloden had two men killed,

and Lieutenant Tristam Whitter and four men wounded ;

the Blenheim, two men killed and two wounded ; the Cap

tain, one man killed ; and the Defence, one man killed and

six wounded : total, 1 1 killed and 27 wounded. The

Alcide, subsequent to her surrender, caught fire, and was

destroyed.

On the 22nd of August, at lh. p.m., a British squadron,

consisting of the Reunion, 36, Captain John Alms ; Isis,

50, Captain Robert Watson ; Stag, 32, Captain Joseph

Sydney Yorke ; and Vestal, 28, Captain Charles White ;

while cruizing in the North Sea, discovered and chased the

Dutch 36-gun frigates Alliance and Argo, and 16-gun cut

ter Vlugheld, standing towards the coast of Norway. A

change of wind enabled the Stag, at 4h. 15m. p.m., to

close with the Alliance, which ship she compelled, after an

hour's action, to strike her colours. The Stag had four

men killed and 1 3 wounded. The Argo and the cutter got

into Egeroe.

On the 28th of September, the British 12-pounder 32-

gun frigate Southampton, Captain James Macnamara, while

watching the port of Genoa, fell in with the French 36-

gun frigate Vestale, 28-gun corvette Brune, and 14-gun

brigs Scout and Alerte. At 10h. p.m. the Southampton,

having hailed without receiving a satisfactory answer, fired

a broadside into the Vestale's larboard quarter, which was

promptly returned. At 10h. 25m. the French frigate

tacked, as did also the Southampton ; but having had her

sails and rigging much cut, the latter dropped astern, upon

which the French ships made all sail away. At 11h. p.m.
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the Southampton, having repaired her damages, was

again closing with the Vestale, when her mizen-mast

fell over the side, and the French frigate and squadron

escaped.

On the 28th of September, at 4h. 35m. a.m., the British

hired cutter Rose, Lieutenant William Walker, of eight

4-pounders, and only 13 men, being near Capraria, fell in

with three French felucca privateers. Although Lieutenant

Walker had £10,000 in specie on board, he determined on

an attack. The cutter having cleared for action, bore away

before a moderate breeze with smooth water, steering for

the largest of the privateers, which was rather to leeward

of the other two. Lieutenant Walker intended to give

this vessel the cutter's stem, and conned the Rose accord

ingly ; but on nearing the privateer, being himself anxious

to head the boarders, he ran forward, and the helmsman

allowed the privateer to shoot too far a-head, so that the

cutter's bowsprit only carried away the felucca's mizen-

mast, and the overhang of her stern. In passing under

her stern, the Rose poured her little broadside, with three

round shot in each gun, upon the privateer's deck ; then

shooting a-head of her to leeward, she tacked and crossed

her bows, giving her another raking broadside, and carry

ing away the felucca's fore-yard with the cutter's main-

boom. Thus spiritedly dealt with, the privateer called for

quarter, and surrendered. Lieutenant Walker then stood

after the other vessels ; and sank one, but the third escaped

to windward. He then returned to his prize, which mounted

one long brass 6-pounder, four 1 -pound swivels, and 12

musketoons, on her sides, and had on board, when taken,

29 men, exclusive of 13 reported to have been killed. The

Rose conducted her prize to Bastia. It is always gratify

ing to note cases of individual bravery. The Rose, in

this most creditable affair, had only one man, by name Wil

liam Brown, hurt. This poor fellow had one of his feet

crushed by a gun-carriage, and although so painfully

wounded, could not be persuaded to go below ; saying to

his commander, " Indeed, Sir, you cannot spare a man, and

I can sit down and use a musket as well as any of them."

The escape of the Rose's crew was the more surprising, as
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her hull was shot in every direction, and the main-boom

very much wounded.

On the 7th of October, the 74-gun ship (late French)

Censeur, commanded by Captain John Gore, being under

jury-masts, on her voyage to England, in company with the

British 74-gun ships Bedford and Fortitude, and a convoy,

was captured, after an obstinate defence, by a French

squadron of six sail of the line and three frigates, under

Rear-Admiral Richery. The Bedford and Fortitude escaped,

but 30 sail of the convoy fell into the hands of the enem$.

On the 10th of October, the British 32-gun frigate Mer

maid, Captain Henry Warre, cruizing off the Isle of Gre

nada, discovered the French 1 8-gun ' corvette Republicain

and 10-gun brig Brutus, at anchor off La Baye, which at

lOh. 30m. a.m. weighed and stood to the southward. The

Mermaid chased the brig into the Bay of Requain, from

whence she was cut out by the frigate's boats ; the French

crew having first landed and attempted to set fire to her.

On the 13th, the Mermaid fell in with the Republicain, and

after a running fight of some hours, and a close action of

ten minutes, captured her with the loss to the Mermaid of

one seaman killed and three wounded, and to the corvette

of 20 men killed.

On the 1oth of October, in the morning, the British fri

gates Melampus, Captain Sir Richard J. Strachan; and

Latona, Hon. A. Kaye Legge, being off the Isle of Groix,

gave chase to the French 36-gun frigates Tortue and

Nereide, and brig Eveille. The Orion, 74, Sir James Sau-

marez, and Thalia, 36, shortly afterwards hove in sight,

and joined in the pursuit. The Latona and Thalia, from

the inability of the pilot, who refused to conduct them

within the Barges d'Olonne, had the mortification of seeing

the French frigates enter the Pertuis-Breton in safety. The

Eveille was captured by the Thunderer, 74, Captain A.Bertie.

In July, a force under the order of Rear-Admiral Rainier,

in the Suffolk, 74, with the Centurion, 50, Captain Samuel

Osborn, and several transports, sailed from Madras to re

duce the Dutch possessions in the Island of Ceylon. On

the 18th of August, Trincomale surrendered; and on the

27th, the fort of Oostenburg also fell into the possession of
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the British ; likewise the post at Jaffnapatam. On the 1st

of October, Molletive, and on the 5th, Manar, were also

taken. The settlement of Malacca capitulated on the 1 7th

of August to the force under Captain Newcome, of the

Orpheus frigate. Chinsurah, Cochin, and all the remaining

Dutch settlements, surrendered before the close of the year.

In the month of September the Cape of Good Hope was

surrendered to a British force, consisting of the following

ships :—

Gun Ship.

rVice-Adm. Sir Geo. Keith Elphin-

Monarch J stone, K.B. (blue),

LCaptain John Elphinstone,

Victorious ,, William Clark,

Richard Lucas,

John Blankett,

Billy Douglas,

Temple Hardy,

John Wm. Spranger,

and a large body of troops under General Alured Clarke

and Major Craig.

7M

Arrogant ...

g . fAmerica . . .

I Stately

rEcho

IRattlesnake
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CHAPTER XVI.

1796.

On the 18th of March, the British 38-gun frigate

Diamond, Captain Sir Sidney William Smith, 14-gun brig

Lively, Lieutenant George McKinley, and Aristocrat lug

ger, Lieutenant Abraham Gossett, stood in shore and

attacked the batteries commanding the entrance to the

Port of Spergui, near Cape Frehel, on the French coast.

Lieutenant Horace Pine, of the Diamond, landed at the

head of a party, and stormed the batteries ; after which,

the squadron entered the port without molestation, and de

stroyed the French 16-gun corvette, Etourdie, four brigs, two

sloops, and one armed lugger. Two seamen were killed,

and Lieutenants Horace Pine and Edmund Carter, of the

marines (the latter mortally), and five seamen wounded.

On the 20th of March, a frigate squadron under Com

modore Sir John B. Warren, in the Pomona, with the Anson

(P. Durham), Artois (Sir E. Nagle), and Galatea (R. G.

Keats), gave chase off the Penmarks to a French squadron,

of four frigates, a 20-gun corvette, and the Etoile armed

store-ship. After an animated chase and a running fight,

in which the Galatea alone sustained any loss, the Etoile

was cut off, but the remainder of the squadron took shelter

among the Penmark rocks. The Galatea's loss amounted

to Mr. Evans (midshipman), and one seaman killed, and

acting Lieutenant Barker and six seamen wounded.

On the 13th of April, the 38-gun frigate Revolutionnaire,

Captain Christopher Cole, belonging to Sir Edward Pellew's

squadron, after a long chase, overtook and captured in the

channel the French 12-pounder 36-gun frigate Unite.

On the 1 7 th of April, Captain Sir Sidney Smith, of the

Diamond, having ventured into the port of Havre, with the

vol. i. 2d
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boats, to cut out six French luggers, was overpowered, and

having had four men killed and seven wounded, was made

prisoner.

On the 20th of April, the French 40-gun frigate Virginie,

Captain Jacques Bergeret, after a very determined resist

ance, was captured by Sir Edward Pellew's squadron, con

sisting of the Indefatigable, Concorde, and Amazon. The

Virginie had 15 men killed and 27 wounded.

On the 27th of April, the boats of the Niger, Captain E.

J. Foote, were sent in after an armed lugger, which was an

chored among the Penmark rocks. The British boats, com

manded byLieutenants George Long andThomasThompson,

and Messieurs Morgan and Patton, master's mates, after an

obstinate resistance, succeeded in effecting her destruction.

The lugger mounted eighteen 4-pounders, with a crew of

105 men, many of whom were killed and wounded.

On the 4th of May, the 16-gun sloop Spencer, Captain

Andrew F. Evans, in lat. 28° north, long. 69° west, captured

the French 1 2-gun brig Volcan, after a spirited action of an

hour and a quarter, in which the Spencer had one man killed

and one wounded.

On the 12th of May, the Argo, Dutch 36-gun frigate,

after a short engagement, in which she had six killed and

28 wounded, was captured by the 36-gun frigate Phoenix,

Captain L. W. Halsted, having in company with her, but

at some distance astern, the 50-gun ship Leopard, Pegasus,

28, and Sylph sloop. The Phcenix had one man killed and

three wounded.

On the 27th of May, the 14-gun brig Suffisante, Captain

Nicholas Tomlinson, after a chase of eleven hours and an

engagement of thirty minutes, in which he had one man

wounded, captured the French 1 2-gun brig Revanche,

Lieutenant George H. Draveman.

On the 8th of June, the British 32-gun frigate Unicorn,

Captain Thomas Williams, and 36-gun frigate Santa Mar

garita, Captain T. B. Martin, discovered the French 36-gun

frigates Tribune and Tamise, and 18-gun corvette Legere,

forming part of the squadron of Commodore Moulston (an

American), which had sailed on the 4th of June from

Brest.
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At 9h. a.m. the British frigates hore away in chase, and

at lh. p.m. the French ships, having hoisted their colours,

and the Tribune a broad pendant, fired their stern chasers,

which did great damage to the sails and rigging of the Bri

tish ships. At 4h. p. m. the Tamise bore up to rake the

Santa Margarita, which enabled the latter to place herself

alongside the Tamise, and, after a close engagement of

twenty minutes, compelled her to haul down her colours.

TheTamise sustained a loss of 32 menkilled and 1 9 wounded ;

and the Santa Margarita, two killed and three wounded.

The Tamise (late the British 32-gun frigate Thames), com

manded by a very clever and active officer, Captain Fradin,

had, it appears, been mounted with additional 36-pounder

carronades, and had on board, during the action, in all 40

guns. The combatants, therefore, were, in most respects,

well matched, and great praise was due to Captain Martin,

his officers and crew, for the skill and bravery displayed on

the occasion. Captain Joseph Bullen, a volunteer on board

the frigate, was honourably mentioned in Captain Martin's

letter, as was also Lieutenant George Harrison, and both

these officers received promotion. The Tamise was restored

to the British navy as a 12-pounder 32-gun frigate.

The Unicorn, from the disabled state of her sails and

rigging, did not get alongside of the Tribune until 10b.

30m. p. m., having in the meantime run 210 miles. The

Unicorn having then reached the weather quarter of the

Tribune, the British crew cheered, and commenced the

action ; but after engaging for thirty-five minutes, the Tri

bune dropped astern, and it was supposed to be her inten

tion to cross the stern of the Unicorn ; this was, however,

prevented by the latter, who, throwing all a-back, took up

her position as before. The main-mast and mizen-top-

mast of the Tribune soon afterwards fell, and she then

surrendered. The Unicorn's third lieutenant, and some of

her best seamen, were away in a prize, leaving her only

240 on board ; she sustained no loss whatever. The Tri

bune had 37 men killed, and Commodore Moulston and 14

men wounded. This action confers much credit on Captain

Williams for the skill with which it was conducted. The

number of men (more by 100) on board the French ship,

2 d 2
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as well as her advantage in point of size (the Unicorn being

of 791 and the Tribune 916 tons), fully compensated the

Tribune for the difference arising from the Unicorn's 18-

pounders.

On the 13th of June, at lh. a.m., the 18-pounder 36-

gun frigate Dryad, Captain Lord Amelius Beauclerk, cruiz

ing 12 leagues to the eastward of Cape Clear, observed a

strange sail a-head, which proved to be the French 18-

pounder 36-gun frigate Proserpine, the fourth ship of

Commodore Moulston's squadron. The Dryad made all

sail in chase, both ships being close hauled on the star

board tack, with the wind at north-west. At 8h. p. m. the

French frigate, commanded by Captain Pevrieux, hoisted

her colours, and commenced firing her stern-chasers. At

9h. p.m. the Dryad ranged up'on her opponent's lee quarter,

and after a close action the Proserpine, at 9h. 45m., having

had 30 men killed and 45 wounded, struck her colours.

The Dryad had only two men killed and seven wounded.

This was an exceedingly well-matched pair of combatants ;

and the greatest credit is due to the Dryad's captain, offi

cers, and crew. Lieutenant Durnford King (first) was pro

moted to the rank of commander. The Proserpine was

added to the British navy under the name of Amelia.

The Legere, the last of Commodore Moulston's squadron,

was captured on the 22nd of June by the British frigates

Apollo and Doris, Captains John Manley and Charles

Jones.

On the 9th of June, the British fleet, under Sir John

Jervis, while cruizing off Toulon, discovered a corvette,

which took shelter in Hyeres Roads, under the batteries of

Porquerolles. Captain Macnamara, of the 32-gun frigate

Southampton, having received permission to go in and

attack her, stood in shore accordingly, and at 8h. 30m. p.m.

succeeded in getting alongside the Utile, of 24-guns, Cap

tain Francois Vega, lying close under the heavy guns of

Fort Bregancon. After a few broadsides she was gallantly

boarded by Lieutenant Charles Lydiard and a party of sea

men, and, after ten minutes' spirited resistance, carried.

The French captain fell mortally wounded, while fighting at

the head of his crew ; and the Utile sustained a further loss
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of eight men killed and 17 wounded. One marine only of

the Southampton was killed. After passing and receiving

a heavy fire from the batteries, the frigate with her prize

rejoined the fleet at lh. p. m. on the 10th. The Utile was

purchased into the service, and immediately commissioned

by Lieutenant Lydiard, who was most deservedly pro

moted to the command of her.

On the 15th of June, at lh. a.m., the 50-gun ship

Glatton,* fitted with 68-pounder carronades on the lower,

and 32-pounders on the upper deck, commanded by Captain

Henry Trollope, being on a cruize near the coast of Flan

ders, fell in with a squadron of four French frigates and

two corvettes, which were hastening to join a brig and a

cutter to leeward. Having cleared for action, the Glatton,

at Sh. p. m., steered for the French ships, which were by

this time formed in line on the larboard tack ; Captain

Trollope deeming this an opportunity too good to be lost,

of trying the effect of the novel armament of his ship. The

French squadron was composed of the 4G-gun frigate Brutus

(a razeed 64-gun ship) ; the 38-gun frigate Incorruptible ;

36-gun frigate Magicienne ; Republicain, 28 ; two cor

vettes of 22 guns each, and a cutter. At 9h. 45m. p. m.

the Glatton arrived abreast of the three sternmost ships,

but reserving her fire, she steered for the largest of the

enemy's ships, being the second from the van, which Cap

tain Trollope considering to be the Commodore, hailed and

ordered to strike. French colours were instantly dis

played, and the whole squadron commenced firing on the

Glatton.

Having got within twenty yards of the French commo

dore, the Glatton opened such a fire as was, perhaps, never

before received by a single-decked ship. The French van

ship, which was a-head of the Glatton's opponent, tacked,

and in passing the Glatton to windward, received the con

tents of her larboard broadside. The effect was tremen

dous, and the frigate did not appear desirous of a repeti

tion. The Glatton continued on the larboard tack, to

* This ship had been an Indiaman, of 1,400 tons, but purchased

into the service.
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windward of the French commodore, although the pilot

declared to Captain Trollope that the ship would soon be

ashore. Captain Trollope's reply was, " When the French

ship takes the ground, do you go about." The French

ship soon afterwards hove in stays, and in this position

received a raking broadside from the Glatton. The Glatton

also tacked, but with difficulty ; and her masts being much

wounded, the men were ordered up to reef the topsails.

The French ships deeming that the Glatton, from her tempo

rary silence, was about to surrender, tacked to close with

her, but the fire from the British ship soon compelled them

to haul off again ; and the whole squadron, thus com

pletely beaten, made sail out of gun-shot.

To pursue such a squadron was completely useless, as

the Glatton's sailing powers were not at all on a par with

her broadside force ; and the French ships, therefore, on

the following day, reached Flushing.

Their loss was never correctly ascertained ; but that it

was very severe, was conjectured from their declining

the combat, apparently so advantageous to them. One of

these ships sank in Flushing harbour, and four of them had

their decks ripped up by the shot, and received great

damage. The Glatton had no one killed, and only two (Cap

tain H. L. Strangways, of the marines, and one marine)

wounded. For this most dashing performance Captain

Trollope was knighted, and was presented by the mer

chants of London with an elegant piece of plate.

On the 22nd of July, the 32-gun frigate Aimable, Captain

Jemmet Mainwaring, being off Guadaloupe, fell in with

the French 36-gun frigate Pensee. At 6h. 35m. p. M. the

frigates met on opposite tacks, and a close action began,

which continued until 8h. 10m. p. m., when the French

ship crowded all sail to escape. The Aimable continued

in chase all night, and at 7h. on the following morn

ing, the Pensee having shortened sail, the Aimable, at

8h. 35m., closed, and both ships bore up and engaged un

til 9h., when the Pensee again made all sail, pursued by

her opponent. At l0h. the Aimable had fallen so far to

leeward, as to be out of gun-shot. She had only two

men wounded. The Pensee reached St. Thomas's, much
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damaged, and is stated to have lost 90 men in killed and

wounded.

On the 8th of August, at noon, having heen dispatched

by Rear-Admiral Pole, in chase, the British 12-pounder

32-gun frigate Mermaid, Captain Robert Waller Otway,

brought to close action the French 18-pounder 40-gun

frigate Vengeance, which she continued to engage until

3h. 40m., when the French ship stood in shore, and took

refuge under the batteries, and finally succeeded in reaching

Basseterre, Guadaloupe. The Mermaid had none killed or

wounded, but the Vengeance had 12 killed and 26 wounded.

On the 19th of August, a treaty of alliance, offensive

and defensive, between France and Spain, was signed at

Madrid, binding each other to furnish 15 sail of the line

and ten frigates, reciprocally, when circumstances re

quired it.

On the 23rd of August, the French 36-gun frigate

Andromaque, after a long chase by the squadron under Sir

John B. Warren, was driven on shore and destroyed near

Arcasson by the 38-gun frigate Galatea, Captain Richard

G. Keats, and 18-gun brig Sylph, Captain John Chambers

White.

On the 25th of August, in lat. 41° 39' north, long.

66° 24' west, the British 20-gun ship Raison, Captain

John Poer Beresford, had an engagement with the French

40-gun frigate Vengeance, the late opponent of the Mer

maid ; but a fog coming on, the combatants separated.

The Raison received much damage, and had three men

killed and six wounded.

On the 28th of August, a British squadron of five ships,

under the command of Vice-Admiral George Murray, in

the 74-gun ship Resolution, cruizing off the Chesapeake,

discovered three French ships ; and after a short chase, suc

ceeded in capturing the 36-gun frigate Elizabet.

On the 9th of September, an action occurred in the East

Indies, off Point Pedro, in the straits of Malacca, between

the squadron of Rear-Admiral Sercey, consisting of six

frigates, and the British 74-gun ships Victorious and Arro

gant, Captains Richard Lucas and William Clark. It

being calm, the Victorious had to sustain the raking broad
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sides of three heavy frigates for some time, without the

power of returning any thing more than her stern chasers ;

but a breeze springing up, the French squadron made off,

leaving the British ships very much disabled. The Victo

rious bad 17 seamen and marines killed ; and her comman

der, one midshipman, and 55 seamen and marines wounded.

The Arrogant had one midshipman and six seamen killed,

and 27 men wounded. The loss of the French squadron

amounted to 42 killed and 104 wounded.

On the 23rd of September, at day-break, being off the

island of Desirade, the British 1 8-gun brig Pelican, Cap

tain John Clarke Searle, was found to be close under the

lee of a large French frigate. To escape appeared impos

sible, and the British crew, it is said, were at first disposed

to consider any attempt at defending the brig to be useless ;

but on the captain's remonstrating with them, theygave three

cheers, and determined to do their duty while the brig would

swim. At 7h. a.m. the Pelican shortened sail, and gal

lantly waited the approach of her formidable enemy ; and

the latter having got within reach of the brig, opened her

fire. Captain Searle wisely determining on engaging at

close quarters, where his 32-pound carronades would have

full effect, allowed the frigate to approach within musket-

shot before returning this fire, when she poured in her

broadside. Incredible as it may appear, the brig main

tained a close action with the French frigate for upwards

of an hour and a-half, when the latter, apparently in great

confusion, ceased firing, set her mainsail, and quitted the

Pelican. The most singular part of the affair, however, is

the fact that the Pelican had only one man wounded, but

her sails, masts, and yards, were cut to pieces.

While repairing her damages, a strange sail was dis

covered from the Pelican's mast-head, which in the course

of the day was captured, and proved to be the Alcyon,

late British victualler, and a prize to the French frigate

Medee, which the Pelican had just before beaten off. The

Alcyon, however, was on the following day retaken by

the boats of the Medee, and from the prize-master—act

ing Lieutenant Thomas Ussher—who was carried prisoner

into Guadaloupe, the force and loss of the Pelican's oppo
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nent were obtained. As before stated, the brig had engaged

the French 36-gun frigate Medee, and her first broadside

killed the man at the wheel, wounded three men and disabled

a gun ; the frigate's loss in the action, out of a crew of 300

men, was 33 killed and wounded. On reaching port, the

French captain gave out that the Medee had engaged a

frigate with her mizen-mast out. The Pelican had only

97 men and boys on board during this action.

On the 13th of October, at day-break, the British 12-

pounder 32-gun frigate Terpsichore, Captain Richard

Bowen, cruizing off Carthagena, discovered the Spanish

34-gun frigate Mahonesa, Captain Don Ayaldi, which at

9h. 30m. approached within hail of the British frigate, and

a spirited action was maintained, until lOh. 20m. a.m.,

when the Terpsichore being disabled in her rigging, the

Mahonesa endeavoured to make off; but having quickly

refitted, the Terpsichore again succeeded in getting along

side her enemy, and in a short time compelled her to strike

her colours. The Mahonesa, out of a crew of 275, had

30 men killed and 30 wounded ; but the Terpsichore,

whose crew amounted to no more than 182 men, had only

four wounded. What enhanced the merits of this capture

more particularly, was the fact that it was fought off Car

thagena, in which port the Spanish fleet was lying at anchor

at the time. This was the first action which took place

after the declaration of war with Spain.

On the 26th of November, the British 28-gun frigate

Lapwing, Captain Robert Barton, being off Anguilla, at

lOh. p. m. brought to action the French 26-gun ship De-

cius and the 6-gun brig Vaillante, having on board upwards

of 200 troops. After an hour's contest, the brig bore

away, and in twenty minutes the Decius surrendered.

After securing her prize, the Lapwing chased the brig,

which she drove on shore, and completely destroyed. The

Lapwing had only one killed and six wounded ; but the

Decius is represented to have lost out of 336 men, including

troops, 80 killed and 40 wounded. On the following day,

the Lapwing was pursued by the Thetis and Pensee,

which induced Captain Barton to set the prize on fire.

The Lapwing reached St. Kitt's in safety.
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The British 32-gun frigate Terpsichore, having repaired

the damages received in her action with the Mahonesa,

was on the 12th of December on a cruize off Cadiz, and

at day-break, discovering a frigate on her weather quarter,

made sail for her ; but owing to a fresh gale which lasted

throughout the day, and the variableness of the wind,

nothing could be done until the 13th; on which day, at

9h. 30m. p.m., the stranger, which proved to be the French

3 6-gun frigate Vestale, Captain Foucaud, shortened sail and

allowed the Terpsichore to come within hail of her weather

quarter. Having received no reply to his hail, Captain

Bowen, at 10h. p.m., being then about half pistol-shot

distant on her weather beam, ordered the British crew to

fire, which the French frigate, hoisting lights and her

colours, immediately returned. A most spirited contest

ensued, and at 11h. 40m., the French frigate having been

reduced to an unmanageable state, with her captain and

principal officers killed, hauled down her colours. The

Vestale's mizen-mast fell shortly afterwards ; and at that

time another gun going off, badly wounded in the shoulder

the only lieutenant on board the Terpsichore (the other

two, and three midshipmen, being absent in prizes), Mr.

George Bowen, the captain's brother.

The British frigate commenced the action with 166 men

and boys, of which number she had four men killed and

18 men (including Lieutenant Bowen) wounded. The

Vestale, out of 270 men, had her captain, two officers, and

27 men killed; and 37 officers and men wounded. The

Vestale's fore and main masts fell before she was fully in

possession of the British ; and thus a total wreck upon an

enemy's coast, and a lee shore in a strong gale of wind,

Captain Bowen was unable to secure his well-earned prize.

The Terpsichore herself was with difficulty saved ; and

the Vestale having been anchored by Mr. Elder, her prize-

master, rode out the gale during the night ; and on the

succeeding day, the Terpsichore attempted to tow her off

the land. In this the British ship was unsuccessful, and

the captured French frigate (having all her crew on board,

which it had been found impossible to remove) was left

another night in the same predicament. The French crew,
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availing themselves of the opportunity, rose upon the prize

crew, and carried the Vestale into Cadiz.

On the 19th of December, the British 40-gun frigate

Minerve, Captain George Cockburn, bearing the broad

pendant of Commodore Nelson, on her passage from Porto

Ferrajo to Gibraltar, fell in with the Spanish frigates Sa-

bina and Ceres. The British 32-gun frigate Blanche, Cap

tain d'Arcy Preston, being in company with the Minerve,

was ordered to attack the Ceres, while the Minerve stood

for the largest of the two ships, which was the 40-gun

frigate Sabina. At lOh. 40m. the Minerve brought the

Sabina, Captain Don Jacoba Stuart, to close action, and en

gaged her for two hours and fifty minutes, when the Spa

nish frigate surrendered, having had her mizen-mast shot

away, and ten men killed and 45 wounded. The Minerve

had one midshipman and six seamen killed, and Lieutenant

James Noble, the boatswain, and 32 men wounded.

The Blanche brought the Ceres to action, and forced

her to haul down her colours ; but was unable to take pos

session, owing to the approach of the Spanish frigates

Matilda and Perla. The Sabina being much disabled, was

taken in tow by the Minerve, and Lieutenants John Cul-

verhouse and Thomas M. Hardy, with 40 men, were put

on board as a prize crew. At 4h. p.m. the Spanish 34-gun

frigate Matilda approached the Minerve, upon which

the Sabina was cast off, and the action commenced with

this ship. The Matilda would also have been added to the

Minerve's trophies, had not the approach of a Spanish

squadron, of a three-decker and two frigates, made it impe

rative upon the British frigate to take some steps for her

own safety. The Minerve, on the morning of the 20th,

was to leeward of the Spaniards, and would, in all proba

bility, have been captured, but for the Sabina, on board

which ship English colours were hoisted over Spanish, and

that ship succeeded by her manoeuvres in drawing the whole

squadron after her ; nor did she surrender until the Minerve

was safe. On the fall of her remaining masts, the Sabina

struck, and was taken possession of. Lieutenants Culver-

house and Hardy were taken into Carthagena, from whence

they were soon after exchanged, and rejoined the British
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fleet in time to communicate valuable information, and

share in the glories of the 14 th of the ensuing February.

In the Dutch colonies this year (Holland being under the

dominion of France) many changes took place. The Dutch

settlement of Colombo, in the island of Ceylon, was cap

tured by a British squadron, consisting of the 32-gun fri

gate Heroine, Captain Alan H. Gardner; 16-gun sloops

Rattlesnake, Echo, and Swift, Captains E. Ramage, A.

Todd, and John S. Rainier, with transports, &c, contain

ing troops under Colonel Stuart. The spice and merchan

dize, independent of the naval stores, were valued at

£300,000 sterling. On the 1 6th, Amboyna surrendered to

an expedition under Rear-Admiral Sir Peter Rainier ; and

on the 8th of March, Banda* was taken possession of by

the same squadron.

On the 1 7th of August, a Dutch squadron of nine sail

of ships of war was captured in Saldanha Bay by a squad

ron under Vice-Admiral Sir George Keith Elphinstone.

On the 17th of December, a fleet of 17 ships of the line,

under Vice-Admiral Morard de Galles, with 13 frigates and

some transports, sailed from Brest, having 17,500 troops

on board, with the intention of landing on some part of

the Irish coast ; General Hoche commanding-in-chief,

having under him Grouchy and Humbert. On the 22nd,

15 ships of the line reached BantryBay, the Seduisant, 74,

having been wrecked on the Stevenet rock, in going out of

Brest; and the Nestor, 74, with three frigates, having parted

company. A heavy gale got up on the 23rd, and blew with

such increased violence on the 25th, that the fleet separated.

* The captains present at the taking of Amboyna and Banda re

ceived as their share of prize-money ,£15,000 each.
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CHAPTER XVII.

1797.

On the 1st of January, Rear-Admiral Bouvet, with

six line-of-battle ships, returned to Brest. On the 11th,

five more reached the same port ; and on the 13th, four

sail of the line also reached Brest; but several of the smaller

vessels were captured, and others destroyed. One ship of

the line alone remains to be accounted for ; this was the

74-gun ship Droits de l'Homme, Commodore la Crosse,

which continued cruizing, or rather to be buffeted about by

heavy gales, until the 7th of January, when having looked

into Bantry Bay, and not finding any of the French fleet,

the commodore steered for Belle Isle.

On the 9th, at 3h. 30m. p. m., Ushant, bearing north

east, distant 50 leagues, two sail were discovered to leeward,

which proved to be the 44-gun frigate Indefatigable, Cap

tain Sir Edward Pellew, and 36-gun frigate Amazon, Ro

bert Carthew Reynolds. At 4h. 15m. the Indefatigable

made out the stranger to be a ship of the line without a

poop. Shortly afterwards her fore and main-top masts were

seen to go over the side in a heavy squall. At 5h. 30m., the

Indefatigable, being seven or eight miles a-head of the Ama

zon, closed with the disabled 74 to windward, and exchanged

broadsides, both ships being off the wind, and then endea

voured to shoot a-head and rake her ; but the French ship,

in order to frustrate this manoeuvre, luffed up, and attempted

to run the frigate on board. This evolution, obliging the In

defatigable to haul close to the wind, gave the Droits de

l'Homme an opportunity of bestowing upon the frigate a

raking fire from her main-deck guns. Fortunately for the

frigate, the sea ran so high, and the cells of the 74-gun
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ship's lower-deck ports being more than a foot nearer to

the water's edge than in the generality of French ships of

her class, the principal battery was rendered useless.

At 6h. 45m. the Amazon arrived up on the quarter of

the French ship, within pistol-shot, and fired her broadside ;

but an attempt to rake her was again avoided by the French

commodore ; and both frigates continued to engage on the

same side until 7h. 30m., when they passed a-head. At

8h. 30m. p. m., the frigates placed themselves one on each

bow of the Droits de l'Homme, raking her with great effect,

which the 74 could only return by yawing occasionally.

At 10h. 30m. p.m. the mizen-mast of the French ship was

cut away, on which the frigates took positions on either

quarter of their opponent ; and the action continued, with

the exception of a short interval, until 4h. 20m. a. m.; when

the land, by the aid of a glimpse of moonlight, was seen about

two miles a-head, bearing about north-east, and the Inde

fatigable hauled to the wind. In a few minutes breakers

were discovered on the lee bow, and at day-break the land

appearing close on the Indefatigable's weather bow and

breakers to leeward, the ship was wore to the southward.

At 7h. a. m., on the 14th, the Droits de l'Homme was

seen ashore, in Audierne Bay, lying on her broadside, with

a tremendous surf breaking over her. The Indefatigable

passed within a mile of her, without the possibility of ren

dering any assistance, and at 11h. a. m. with the utmost

difficulty weathered the Penmarks. The Amazon was not so

fortunate. Seeing the signal of her consort for danger, she

stood to the northward, and in about half an hour after

wards struck on the rocks. The crew, with the exception

of six men, were safely landed and made prisoners.

During the action the sea ran so high, that the crews of

the British ships were up to their knees in water on the

main-deck. The Indefatigable had four feet water in the

hold, and her masts were badly wounded. The Amazon

was nearly in the same state, and had expended all her cor

dage in reeving new rigging. The Indefatigable, out of 330

men, had her first-lieutenant (John Thompson) and 1 8 men

wounded. The Amazon, out of 260, had three killed and

15 wounded. The Droits de l'Homme, out of 1,300 men,
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had 100 killed and 150 wounded, and the remainder of her

crew, except about 200, miserably perished in endeavouring

to reach the shore.

On the 31st of January, the British 32-gun frigate An

dromache, Captain John Moore Mansfield, having run far

a-head of a squadron of frigates, under Lord Garlies, in the

Lively, cruizing off Tangiers, came up with a frigate,

which, on being hailed, answered in Spanish, and the An

dromache then opened her fire. After 40 minutes' close

action, the stranger having failed in several attempts to

board, in which she lost a great many men, hauled down

her colours. She proved to be an Algerine, about the same

force as the Andromache, and had taken the latter for a

Portuguese frigate. The British ship had three men killed

and six wounded. The Algerine's loss amounted to 66

killed and 50 wounded.

The fleet under Sir John Jervis sailed from the Tagus, on

the 1 8th of January ; and, being reinforced on the 6th of

February by five ships from the Channel fleet, his fleet con

sisted of the following :—

Gun Ship.

rAdm. Sir J. Jervis, K.B. (blue),

J (Victory ! Captain Robert Calder,

100-! I- „ George Gregg,

R . . f Vice-Adm.Chas. Thompson (blue),
Britannia \Captain Thomas Foley,

f Barfleur rVice-Ad. Hon.W.Waldegrave (blue),

l-Captain J. Richard Dacres,

98 Prince George {^ar-Adm. William Parker (red),

I B iCaptam John Irwin,

Blenheim ,, Thomas Lenox Frederick,

Namur „ James Hawkins Whitshed,

-"p . ( Commodore Horatio Nelson,
Uaptain ICaptain Ralph Willett Miller,

Goliath ,, Sir C. H. Knowles, Bart.,

74 Excellent ,, Cuthbert Collingwood,

Orion „ Sir James Saumarez,

Colossus ,, George Murray,

^Egmont „ John Sutton,
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/"Lively

32 < Niger

I Southampton . . .

I o /Bonne Citoyenne

iRaven

Gun Ship.

fCulloden Captain Thomas Troubridge,

llrresistible ... „ George Martin,

64 Diadem „ George Henry Towry.

Frigates.

Captain Lord Garlies,

Edward James Foote,

„ James Macnamara,

Charles Lindsay,

,, William Prowse,

Cutter. Fox Lieut. John Gibson.

On the 13th of February, the Minerve, Captain George

Cockburn, having on board the Ex-Viceroy of Corsica,

Sir Gilbert Elliot, and Commodore Nelson, joined the

fleet, with intelligence that on the 11th the Minerve had

been chased by the Spanish fleet, and before dark on this day

the signal guns of the Spanish fleet were heard. At 2h.

30m. a.m., on the 14th of February, the Carlotta, a Portu

guese frigate, commanded by Captain Campbell (a native

of Scotland), brought information that the Spanish fleet

was then about five leagues to windward ; and at 6h. 30m.

a.m. the following fleet, commanded by Don Josef de Cor

dova, hove in sight :—

Gun Ship.Gun Ship.

130 Santisima Trinidad

(flag),

{Conception,

Conde de llegla,

Mexicano,

Principe de Asturias,

Salvador del Mundo,

(.San Josef,

112

g0 rNeptuno,

iSan Nicolas,

{Atalante,

Bahama,

Conquistador,

Firme,

Twelve frigates and one brig.

/-Glorioso,

Oriente,

Relayo,

San Antonio,

San Domingo,

San Fsco. de Paula,

74 I San Genaro,

San Ildefonso,

San Juan Nepomuceno,

San Pablo,

San Ysidro,

Soberano,

^Terrible.
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The British fleet, in two divisions, was standing close

hauled on the starboard tack, with the wind at west-by-

south. At 8h. Cape St. Vincent bore east-by-north, distant

about eight leagues. The morning was hazy with a light

breeze. At lOh. the Culloden, Blenheim, Prince George,

Colossus, Irresistible, and Orion were ordered to chase in

the south-west, and accordingly made sail; but just before

llh., the fog clearing away discovered to the British admi

ral the whole force of the enemy.

llh.AM.

% BRITISH

%
r

The state of the Spanish fleet at this time we have en

deavoured to illustrate by the foregoing diagram. It will

be observed, that the weather division of the enemy was

endeavouring to effect a junction with the six ships to lee

ward on the larboard tack, which six ships the British

admiral determined, if possible, to cut off. The British

chasing ships, therefore, were recalled ; and the line formed

as most convenient, close hauled on the starboard tack.

vol. i. 2 E
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The Spanish admiral rinding, as he advanced, that by per

severing in his plan of joining his lee division he must, with

his fleet in great disorder, attack the British fleet, approach

ing in a well-formed and compact line, gave up his intention ;

and at about 11h. a.m. wore round on the larboard tack,

steering about three points off the wind, or about one point

abaft the beam ; two three-deckers and one 74-gun ship

only joining the six detached ships.

At llh. 30m. the British fleet, formed thus—Culloden,

Blenheim (rather to windward), Prince George, Orion,

Colossus (to windward), Irresistible, Victory, Egmont,

Goliath, Barfleur, Britannia, Namur, Captain, Diadem,

Excellent—hoisted their colours, and in a few minutes

afterwards the signal to engage having been made, the

Culloden opened her starboard broadside upon the Spanish

weather division, as did also the Blenheim and Prince

George (distantly), receiving in return the fire of the Spa

nish ships. At about ten minutes past noon, the Culloden

having passed the rearmost ship, tacked per signal. The

Blenheim, Prince George, and Orion, about six minutes

intervening between each, followed the Culloden.

The Spanish lee division having by this time neared the

British line, opened fire upon it, by which the Colossus sus

tained much damage, and in the act of going about, the Co

lossus had her fore-yard and fore-topmast shot away ; in

consequence of which she missed stays, and was obliged

to wear. Being thus thrown to leeward of her line, she

became for a time closely engaged with the leading Spanish

three-decker ; but the gallant conduct of the Orion, which

ship backed her maintopsail to cover her, preserved this ship

from further molestation, and the Colossus fell to leeward,

and was subsequently taken in tow by the Minerve.

At about 12h. 30m. the leading ship of the lee division,

supposed to have been the Principe de Asturias, bearing a

vice-admiral's flag, attempted to cut the line a-head or

astern of the Victory ; but that ship poured so tremendous

a fire into the Spanish ship, that she tacked in great con

fusion. The Victory then backed her mizen-topsail, and

gave the enemy several destructive raking broadsides ; so

that the whole division gave up their plan of cutting the
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British line, wore round, and bore up ; one ship, however,

kept on the larboard tack, and passing to leeward, and

astern of the British fleet, succeeded in joining the division

to windward. At 12h. 45m. the Victory tacked, and at that

time the following may be considered as pretty nearly the

position of the two fleets.

At about lh. p.m. the Spanish admiral, in the weather

division, bore up to join the ships to leeward, which design

Commodore Nelson perceiving, immediately gave directions

to Captain Miller to wear the ship ; and this being done,

she passed between the Diadem and Excellent, and closed

the British van.

We may here stop to remark, that although no direct

signal was made to warrant this movement of the commo

dore's, yet it should be borne in mind that the commodore's

position in the rear of the line was such as to enable him to

observe with more distinctness than the commander-in-

chief the design of the Spanish admiral ; and that the time

which must unavoidably have been lost in acquainting Sir

John Jervis with it, must have proved fatal to the execution

of his manoeuvre, even had permission been granted him.

 

 

2 e 2
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If the responsibility was great on his part, so was the ne

cessity, and the result was such as fully to justify the depar

ture from usual customs.

\
 

The Spanish admiral, thus met, again hauled up on the

larboard tack. The Captain overtook and gallantly en

gaged the Santisima Trinidad ; but being relieved by the

Culloden from the fire of the four-decker, the brave com

modore pushed on in search of another opponent. As fresh

ships arrived up to the support of the engaged ships, the

action became more general ; and two of the Spanish 74-

gun ships, the San Ysidro and Salvador, being in a disabled

state, dropped astern ; and after much cannonading, sur

rendered, and were taken in tow by the Diadem and

Lively.

The Excellent at 2h. 30m. arrived abreast of the Salvador
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del Mundo, and engaged her for a short time ; but crossing

her bows, Captain Collingwood passed on to the support of

CommodoreNelson, then in thethickestof the fire, and engag

ing the SanNicolas. TheExcellentnoblypassed between these

two opponents thus giving the shattered Captain an oppor

tunity of replenishing her shot-lockers. At about 3h. 20m.,

the Excellent having fired her broadside into the San Nicolas

within less than pistol-shot distance, made sail a-head, leav

ing the Captain to deal with that ship, while she sought a

fresh opponent. The San Nicolas, in luffing up to avoid the

Excellent's fire, ran foul of the San Josef, which ship was

also much shattered, and had lost her mizen-mast in her en

gagement with the Prince George and other ships.

No sooner had the Excellent shot clear of the San Nico

las, than the Captain recommenced firing ; but her fore-

topmast having fallen, and the ship being otherwise in a

crippled state, it soon became evident that, unless some

thing was done, the

Captain must drop a-

stern of the Spanish

fleet, and thus lose

the reward of her la

bours. Commodore

Nelson, therefore, de

termined to board his

immediate opponent,

the San Nicolas, and

orders being given to

starboard the helm,

the Captain ran foul

of the Spanish 80-

gun ship, with her lar

board cathead striking

the starboard quarter

of the enemy, and her

spritsail-yard hooking

the mizen-rigging.
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The boarding is thus vigorously described in Nelson's

own letter. " The soldiers of the 69th " (doing duty as

marines), " with an alacrity which will ever do them credit,

and Lieutenant Pearson, of the same regiment, were almost

the foremost on this service. The first man who jumped

into the enemy's mizen-chains was Captain Berry, late my

first lieutenant (Captain Miller was in the very act of going

also, but I directed him to remain) ; he was supported from

our spritsail-yard, which hooked in the mizen-rigging. A

soldier of the 69th regiment having broken the upper

quarter gallery window, I jumped in myself, and was fol

lowed by others as fast as possible. I found the cabin

doors fastened, and some Spanish officers fired their pistols ;

but having broken open the doors, the soldiers fired, and

the Spanish brigadier (commodore with a distinguishing

pendant) fell as he was retreating to the quarter-deck.

I pushed onwards immediately for the quarter-deck, where

I found Captain Berry in possession of the poop, and the

Spanish ensign hauling down. I passed with my people

and Lieutenant Pearson along the larboard gangway to the

forecastle, where I met two or three Spanish officers, pri

soners to my seamen; they delivered me their swords. A

fire of pistols or muskets opening from the admiral's stern-

gallery of the San Josef, I directed the soldiers to fire into

her stern ; and, calling to Captain Miller, ordered him to

send more men into the San Nicolas, and directed my

people to board the first-rate, which was done in an instant,

Captain Berry assisting me into the main-chains. At this

moment a Spanish officer looked over the quarter-deck rail,

and said they surrendered. From this most welcome intel

ligence it was not long before I was on the quarter-deck ;

when the Spanish captain, with a bow, presented me his

sword, and said the admiral was dying of his wounds. I

asked him on his honour if the ship was surrendered. He

declared she was ; on which I gave him my hand, and de

sired him to call on his officers and ship's company, and tell

them of it, which he did ; and on the quarter-deck of a

Spanish first-rate, extravagant as the story may seem, did

I receive the swords of the vanquished Spaniards, which as

I received I gave to William Fearney, one of my bargemen,
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who put them with the greatest sang-froid under his arm.

I was surrounded by Captain Berry, Lieutenant Pearson (of

the 69th), John Sykes, John Thompson, Francis Cook—

all old Agamemnons—and several other brave men, sailors

and soldiers. Thus fell these two ships."

The Excellent, after quitting the San Nicolas, placed

herself alongside the Santisima Trinidad, already engaged

by the Orion and Irresistible. The four-decker must also

have been added to the trophies of the day, as her fore

and mizen masts were gone and her guns silenced ; but,

fortunately for her, the Spanish lee division coming up on

the larboard tack, and four other ships bearing down to her

support, the Santisima was rescued from further molesta

tion. It is stated that this ship actually struck to the

Orion, and hoisted English colours.

The Victory, at 3h. 50m., made the signal to bring-to,

in order to cover the prizes and disabled ships, and to form

a line in the Victory's wake. At 4h. 50m. p.m. the Bri

tannia, Orion, and some other ships, exchanged broadsides

with the Spanish fleet as it passed on to the aid of the San

tisima ; but at 5h. p.m. all firing on both sides ceased. The

British fleet—with the exception of the Captain, Blenheim,

and Culloden—sustained little damage in their masts and

rigging.

The ships most actively engaged in this celebrated action

are pretty correctly pointed out in the subjoined list of killed

and wounded. We have purposely abstained from giving the

credit to any one ship in particular of making a prize of any

of the captured ships. Although this or that ship may

have been fought by or have struck to any individual ship ;

yet it does not follow that the prize in question is due to

that ship. For instance, the credit of capturing the San

Ysidro is awarded to the Excellent, whereas the Excellent

had less to do in obliging that ship to surrender than either

the Culloden or the Blenheim. It is also said that the

Santisima Trinidad hauled down her colours to the Orion ;

but, admitting this to have been true, the Orion's list of

wounded—killed she had none—will afford a pretty clear

proof that it was not to the fire of that ship that the sur

render ought to be attributed. As well might we claim for
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Nelson the capture of the San Josef, which he in his own

letter does not claim. The Spanish prizes were the prizes

to the fleet generally ; but especially to the Captain, Cul-

loden, Blenheim, Excellent, Prince George, Irresistible,

&c Not that by this selection we mean to deny due

credit to all the ships of the fleet : the positions of the

other ships alone prevented them from taking an equally

active part with those which were fortunate enough to

get into close action. Had the Captain not wore out of

the line as she did, that ship would probably, like other

ships near her, have been prevented from getting into the

action : but that she did so, every English heart must rejoice;

for had not that noble example been set before the eyes of

the fleet, the victory of St. Valentine's Day would have fur

nished small matter for the naval historian.

The killed and wounded were as follows :—

74

98

98

74

74

74

100

74

74

98

100

98

74

64

74

Ships.

Culloden

Blenheim

Prince George (rear red).

Orion

Colossus

Irresistible

Victory (adm. blue) ....

Egmont

Goliath

Barfleur (vice blue)

Britannia (vice blue) ....

Namur

Captain

Diadem •

Excellent

1st Lieutenants. Killed.

Wounded.

A. J. Griffiths... 10 47

Robt. Campbell 12 49

Robt. Williams 8 7
 9

Rich. Prater ...  5

Wm. Bevians ... 5 14

Geo. Burdett ...

1 5
  

Wm. Callis  8

7

Val. Callard ...

 

1 

2 5

Edw. Berry 25 56

H. E. R. Baker  2

John Mortimer 11 12

74 227

Officers Killed and Wounded.

Culloden : Lieutenant of marines, George A. Livingstone, killed.

Blenheim : Lieutenant E. Libby, Mate J. Moxon, and James Pea

cock, boatswain, wounded. Orion : Thomas Mantel, midshipman,
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wounded ; Irresistible : Lieutenant A. Thompson, Midshipman W. Bal

four, and H. McKinnon, wounded. Captain : Major Norris, marines,

James Goodench, midshipman, killed : and Commodore Nelson,

Mr. Carrington, boatswain, and Thomas Lund, midshipmen, wounded.

Excellent : Peter Peffers, boatswain, killed ; and Mate E. A. Down

wounded.

Many of the enemy's ships suffered materially ; among

the number were the Santisima Trinidad, the Principe

de Asturias, and the Conde de Regla. Of the prizes, the

Salvador lost her topmasts, and had 160 men killed and

wounded ; San Ysidro also lost her topmasts, 29 killed and

64 wounded ; the San Josef lost her mizen-mast and main-

topmast, 140 killed and wounded ; the San Nicolas her fore-

topmast, 140 killed and 60 wounded. The Santisima is

reported to have sustained a loss of 200 killed and

wounded.

On the 15th, at break of day, the two fleets were still in

sight of each other, and in the afternoon the Spanish fleet,

of 21 ships, bore down, appearing inclined to renew the

action ; but no sooner had the British made a disposition

to receive them, than they hauled up again. On the

16th, the British fleet and prizes anchored in Lagos Bay,

where the prisoners (about 3,000) were landed ; and on

the 28th, the fleet and prizes arrived at Lisbon.

Sir John Jervis was created a peer, by the title of Baron

Jems, of Meaford, and Earl of St. Vincent, with a pension

of £3,000 per annum. Vice-Admiral Thompson and Rear-

Admiral Parker were created baronets ; and Vice-Admiral

the Hon. W. Waldegrave, who already ranked above a

baronet, had a lucrative appointment abroad conferred upon

him. Commodore Nelson was made a knight of the Bath !

and not even mentioned in Sir John Jervis's letter.

On the 22nd of February, a French frigate squadron

anchored in Fisgard Bay, on the Welch coast, where they

landed about 1,200 men, principally galley slaves, which

were, however, quickly made prisoners by a body of militia,

under Lord Cawdor. The French 40-gun frigate Resist

ance, Captain Laroque, and 22-gun corvette Constance,

returning from the above-named service, were fallen in
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with off Brest by the British 36-gun frigates San Fiorenzo

and Nymphe, Captains Sir Harry B. Neale and John

Cooke, and after a running; fight of short duration, both

ships surrendered to the British. The 74-gun ship Robust,

and 28-gun frigate Triton, hove in sight just at the con

clusion of the action.

On the 1st of March, the British 32-gun frigate Terpsi

chore, Captain Richard Bowen, discovered the Santisima

Trinidad off Cadiz in a dismasted state, and instantly

closed her; and at 10h. a.m. Captain R. Bowen, in a 32-

gun frigate, and alone, brought this large ship to action, and

continued to harass her until midnight, when she hauled

off to repair damages and fill powder. On the 2nd, Admi

ral Cordova, with 1 2 sail, hove in sight, and the Terpsi

chore made sail for Tangier Bay.

On the 26th of April, the British 74-gun ship Irre

sistible, Captain George Martin, and 36-gun frigate Eme

rald, Captain V. C. Berkeley, chased the two Spanish fri

gates, Santa Elena and Ninfa, into Conil Bay, near Tra

falgar ; and after a smart action the Santa Elena was sunk,

and the Ninfa captured. The Ninfa was added to the

British navy under the name of Hamadryad.

On the 29 th of May, Lieutenants Thomas Masterman

Hardy, Loftus O. Bland, Harry Hopkins, and John Busby,

and Lieutenant Robert Bulkeley (of the marines), belonging

to the Lively ; and Lieutenants William Hall Gage and Tho

mas James Maling, of the Minerve, gallantly boarded and

carried the French national 14-gun brig Mutine, lying in the

roads of Santa Cruz, Teneriffe. The prize was brought

out, notwithstanding a heavy fire from the batteries and

troops on the beach, and from a large ship also in the road.

In this well-conducted attack, Lieutenant Hardy and 15

men, including Mr. John Edgar (midshipman), were

wounded. Lieutenant Hardy was deservedly promoted,

and the command of the brig conferred upon him.

The British fleet, under the command of Earl St. Vin

cent, continued to blockade the Spanish fleet in Cadiz, with

Rear-Admiral Sir Horatio Nelson in charge of the in-shore

squadron. On the 3rd of July, Sir Horatio Nelson was en
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trusted with the command of all the launches and barges of

the fleet, together with the Thunder mortar vessel, Lieute

nant John Gourly, in order to go in and bombard the

town, and ten sail of the line at anchor in the har

bour. At night, the whole proceeded, and the Thunder,

having anchored near the town of San Sebastian, com

menced throwing shells with much precision ; but her 13-

inch mortar being after a short time rendered unservice

able, it was found necessary to remove her. No sooner did

the Thunder retreat, than a number of Spanish gun-boats,

under the orders of Don Miguel Tyrason, pushed out to

attack the British boats. The barge of Sir Horatio Nelson

in the melee became immediately opposed to that of the

Spanish commodore, and a most vigorous fight took place ;

but at length 18 of the crew of the Spanish boat being

killed, and nearly all the rest wounded, the Spanish launch

was captured. The Spanish flotilla then retreated, pursued

by the British ; and in the course of the conflict, two mor

tar boats, besides the commodore's launch, fell into the

hands of the British. The following officers were wounded

in this skirmish :—Captain T. F. Freemantle ; Lieutenants

William Selby, H. N. Rowe, and Gregory Grant; Mr.

Hugh Pearson, master's mate ; and Robert Tooley, mid

shipman ; nor must we omit John Sykes,* Sir Horatio's

coxswain, who, at the expense of a severe wound in the

head, saved the life of his admiral.

A second bombardment took place on the 5 th, with this

difference, that three mortar vessels, instead of one—the

Stromboli, Terror, and Thunder—covered by the 74-gun

ship Theseus, and Terpsichore and Emerald frigates, pro

ceeded on this service, and did considerable execution,

levelling several houses. The loss on this occasion was

three men killed and 20 wounded. Among the offi

cers wounded were two lieutenants, John Collins and

John Hornsey, Captain Thomas Oldfield, of the ma-

* John Sykes was shortly afterwards made gunner of the Andro

mache, with a view to his further promotion ; but he was mortally

wounded on the 1st of May, 1798, by the bursting of a gun.
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rines, and Messrs. John Collier and John Stephenson,

midshipmen.

On the 16th of July, a British frigate squadron, under

the command of Commodore Sir John Warren, chased and

drove ashore, in Audierne Bay, the French 28-gun frigate

Calliope. The 18-gunbrig Sylph, Captain John C. White,

then stood close in, and opened so effective a fire upon the

French frigate, that on the following day the latter went to

pieces. Several vessels, under convoy of the Calliope, were

taken and burnt by the squadron. The Sylph had five

seamen and one marine wounded by the fire of the Calliope.

Captain White, in the Sylph, also distinguished himself

greatly on the 11th of August following, when he anchored

her within a mile of Sable d'Olonne, and opened fire upon

a French corvette and gun-brig at anchor in the roads.

The Pomone and Jason joining the Sylph shortly after

wards, the two French vessels cut their cables, and ran for

the river, at the entrance of which the gun-brig sank.

The Sylph, on this occasion, had Mr. Henry Wrickson,

master's mate, and one seaman killed, and two men

wounded.

On the 20th of July, the following ships, destined for

the attack of the town of Santa Cruz, Teneriffe, under

the orders of Rear-Admiral Sir H. Nelson, arrived off the

island :—

Gun Ship.

Theseus . . .

74 J

1 Culloden . . .

[Zealous

38 Seahorse ..

36 Emerald ...

32 Terpsichore

Cutter Fox

Mortar boat.

On the 24th, the squadron was increased by the arrival

of Captain Thomas B. Thompson, in the 50-gun ship

Leander. After some previous disappointment, on the 25th,

j-Rear-Adm. Sir H.Nelson, K.B.,

LCaptain Ralph W. Miller,

,, Thos. Troubridge,

,, Samuel Hood,

„ Thos. Frans. Freemantle,

,, John Waller,

,, Richard Bowen,

. Lieutenant John Gibson,
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at 11h. p.m., nearly 700 seamen and marines embarked in

the boats of the squadron, 1 80 on board the Fox cutter,

and 75 in a captured boat, to which was added a detach

ment of royal artillery ; making the whole force amount to

near 1,100 men. These, commanded by the rear-admiral

in person, quitted the ships at lh. 30m. a.m., and pulled

in for the town. When the boats, in which were Captains

Freemantle and Bowen, had reached within half gun-shot

of the mole-head, the alarm was given, and 40 pieces of

cannon opened at once on the British. The Fox cutter

was struck by a large shot, and instantly sank; when, melan

choly to record, 97 men on board her perished. Sir

Horatio, just as his boat touched the shore, was struck by a

shot on the elbow, as he was in the act of drawing his

sword ; and being thus completely disabled, he was imme

diately taken on board his ship by the two or three men

that remained in her, most having landed. Seven men

were drowned in the boat of Captain Bowen, which was

sunk by a shot from the forts.

But, notwithstanding all opposition, the landing was ef

fected, and the mole-head, defended by 400 men and six

24-pounders, was eventually stormed and carried. Having

spiked the guns on the mole, the order was given to ad

vance ; but the fire of musketry and grape from the citadel

and houses, flanking the mole, was so destructive, that

very few of those gallant fellows escaped. Among those

who fell was the brave and enterprising officer, Captain

Richard Bowen, who, together with his first lieutenant,

George Thorpe, met a glorious death.

Captain Troubridge, having in the dark missed the mole-

head, landed to the southward of the citadel ; and Captain

Waller, with several boats, landed at the same time ; but

the heavy surf, which continually breaks on the beach,

induced many to return to their ships, while those who

reached the shore had their ammunition wetted and spoiled.

Captains Troubridge and Waller, with such men as could

be mustered, advanced to the Prado—the appointed place

of rendezvous ; but not finding the admiral and the other

officers and men there, Captain Troubridge sent a sergeant
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to summon the citadel to surrender ; but the sergeant was

supposed to have been shot on his return. Having lost the

scaling-ladders in the surf, an attack was impracticable,

and Captain Troubridge therefore marched to the south

west, to meet Captains Hood and Miller. At day-break the

survivors amounted to 340 men only, and finding every

street defended by artillery, and a force of 8,000 men ad

vancing, Captain Troubridge proposed to the governor that

the British should reimbark with their arms, in which case

he engaged that the squadron should not further attack the

town, nor molest any one of the Canary Islands. These

terms having been acceded to, the governor gave per

mission to the British admiral to purchase such provisions

as were required.

The loss amounted to Captain Richard Bowen, Lieute

nants John Weatherhead, George Thorpe, William Earn-

shaw, and John Gibson ; Lieutenants of marines Raby

Robinson and William Basham ; 23 seamen and 14 marines

killed. Rear-Admiral Nelson (right arm amputated), Cap

tains Thomas F. Freemantle and Thomas Boulden Thomp

son, Lieutenant John Douglas, Midshipman Robert Watts,

85 seamen and 15 marines, wounded ; 97 drowned and five

missing : total, 141 killed and drowned, 105 wounded, and

five missing.

On the 21st of August, early in the morning, the Bri

tish 9-pounder 16-gun brig Penguin, Captain John King

Pulling, cruizing between Ushant and Scilly, discovered

right a-head two armed brigs standing towards her. The

Penguin was at the time on the larboard tack, with a strong

breeze of wind from the eastward accompanied by a heavy

sea. The strangers, having arrived about a mile on the

weather beam of the Penguin, at 9h. a.m., bore up for her,

the headmost having English colours flying. Captain Pul

ling discovering the character of the strangers, the Penguin

opened fire upon them as they neared, which was so well

directed that the brigs appeared inclined to relinquish the

attack, and hauled to the wind on the starboard tack. The

Penguin immediately wore, and, having taken up a position

to leeward of the brigs, engaged them both with such effect,
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that at 9h. 45m. the sternmost hauled down her colours, and

hove to. The sea was running so high that it was found

impracticahle to take possession of the prize; and, as the

larger brig of the two was observed endeavouring to escape,

the Penguin made sail in chase of her. Captain Pulling suc

ceeded in bringing this vessel also to close action, and, after

a running fight of 40 minutes' duration, in the course of

which the British crew, working the guns, were often knee-

deep in water, compelled her to surrender. This latter,

which was the French 18-gun (long 8 and 12-pounders)

brig privateer Oiseau, had in the action only one man killed

and five wounded : but her masts and yards were much da

maged. The Penguin had no loss whatever. After securing

the Oiseau all sail was made after her first antagonist,

which she overtook and captured. The second capture

was the 14-gun brig Express, of Dartmouth, prize to the

Oiseau.

On the 17th of September, at 8h. 45m. a.m., the Bri

tish 18-gun brig Pelican, Lieutenant Thomas White, acting

commander, when near the Island of St. Domingo, fell in

with the French 12-gun privateer Trompeur, and, having

arrived within gun-shot, a spirited fire was commenced and

kept up until 9h. 20m., when the Trompeur hauled on

board her larboard tacks, and made sail to get away. As

soon as the Pelican had repaired her damages she pursued

her opponent, and at 45 minutes past noon, again got

alongside, and the contest was renewed with such vigour,

that at Ih. 10m. the privateer blew up abaft, and, in

a few minutes, went down by the head. The Pelican

had one man killed and five wounded. The brave cap

tain of the Trompeur and 60 of his crew, which ori

ginally consisted of 78 men, were saved by the British

boats.

On the 9th of October, the British lugger Black Joke

appeared at the back of Yarmouth Sands, with the signal

flying for the enemy being at sea. Admiral Duncan imme

diately sailed with a fair wind for his station off the Texel,

with the following ships, and including some that joined

him at sea:—
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Gun Ship.

Venerable (Admiral Adam Duncan (blue),

\Captain William George Fairfax,

Monarch IVice-Adm. Richard Onslow (red),ICaptain Edward O'Brien,

74 \ Russel

Montagu ..

Bedford

Powerful ..

.Triumph ..

fBelliqueux

Agincourt. .

Lancaster . .

64 { Ardent

Veteran . .

Director . .

..Monmouth

-Q flsis

IAdamant ..

Henry Trollope,

John Knight,

Sir Thomas Byard,

William O'Brien Drury,

William Essington,

John Inglis,

John Williamson,

John Wells,

Richard Rundell Burgess,

George Gregory,

William Bligh,

James Walker,

William Mitchell,

William Hotham.

Frigates, &c.—Beaulieu, Circe, and 18-gun brig Mar-

tine ; Captains—Francis Fayerman, Peter Halkett, and

Hon. Charles Paget.

On the 11th, at 7h. a.m., the Russel, Adamant, and

Beaulieu, made the signal for the enemy, bearing south-west ;

and at 8h. 30m. a.m. the Dutch fleet, under the command

of Vice-Admiral de Winter, in the Vryheid, was seen, con

sisting of the following :—

Gun Ship.

fVryheid, 5*

J Jupiter, 13

/4 1 Brutus, 9

I States General, 6

{Cerberus, 12

Devries, 4

Gelykheid, 2

Haerlem, 14

Frigates—Mars, Monnikendam, Ambuscade, and Hel-

din ; two corvettes and four brigs.

Gun Ship.

{Hercules, 3

Leyden, 10

Wassenaer, 7

fAlkmaar, 15

I Batavier, 8

1 Berschermer, 1

iDelft, 16

50

* Figures refer to the diagram.
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Vice-Admiral de Winter had departed from the Texel on

the 8th, and the same evening had chased away the squa

dron under Captain Trollope ; but the latter continued to

keep sight of the enemy until joined by Admiral Duncan on

the 11th.

About 1 lh. 30m. a.m. Admiral Duncan made the signal for

his fleet to bear up and engage the Dutch fleet, which was

formed in line and hove to on the larboard tack, about four

leagues from the land called the Wykerdens. The positions

of the two fleets will be pretty clearly shewn by the accom

panying diagram.

At 1 lh. 53m. Admiral Duncan made the signal to pass

through the enemy's line and engage to leeward ; but owing

to the thick weather which prevailed at the time, many

ships were unable to distinguish it. This signal was shortly

afterwards replaced by one for close action, which was kept

flying until it was shot away.

About half an hour past twelve, Vice-Admiral Onslow,

in the Monarch, leading the leeward division, passed through

vol. i. 2 F
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the Dutch line between the Jupiter and Haerlem ; but

leaving the latter to the Powerful, her next astern, the

Monarch luffed up, and brought the Jupiter to close action,

being at the same time engaged to leeward by the Monni-

kendam frigate and Atalanta brig. The Monarch was soon

followed and supported by the ships of her division.

About twenty minutes after the Monarch had broken

the Dutch line, the Venerable having been prevented pass

ing under the stern of the Vryheid by the gallantry of the

States General, in closing the Admiral, ran under the stern

of the latter, but the States General having bore up and

quitted the action, the Venerable became engaged with the

Vryheid, which ship was also engaged by the Ardent to wind

ward. The Triumph brought the Wassenaer to action ;

and the Bedford, having cut the line astern of the Devries,

rounded to and engaged that ship.

The Brutus, Leyden, and Mars, not having their proper

opponents, closed round the Vryheid, and their fire was

very destructive both to the Venerable and Ardent. The

Hercules having caught fire, bore up out of the line, and

drifted to leeward, passing near the Venerable. By great

exertion the fire on board the Dutch ship was extinguished ;

but having thrown all the powder overboard, and having

her mizen-mast shot away, she surrendered. The Vener

able, having received serious damage from her numerous

opponents, wore round on the starboard tack. The Tri

umph, after compelling the Wassenaer to strike, took a

position near the Vryheid, which ship, after having sus

tained the fire of the Venerable, Ardent, Director, and

Triumph, and being totally dismasted, hauled down her

colours about 3h. p.m. With the surrender of the Dutch

admiral the action ceased, leaving in the hands of the vic

tors the Vryheid, Jupiter, Devries, Gelykheid, Haerlem,

Hercules, Wassenaer, and Delft ; and the frigates Ambus

cade and Monnikendam. The Berschermer, in the early

part of the battle, wore out of the line, and, followed by

several other Dutch ships, made off ; which, as the land

between Camperdown and Egmont was only five miles dis

tant, they were enabled to do without the British ships

having the power of preventing them.
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As soon as the action ceased, every exertion was made

to secure the prizes before the day closed in. The British

ships had suffered little in their masts and yards. Not a

topmast was shot away, and little damage was observable

in the sails and rigging ; but their hulls bore evident marks

of the efficiency of Dutch gunnery, and the shot which

many ships had received between wind and water made it

necessary to keep hands constantly at the pumps. The

Ardent had received above 98 round shot in her hull ; and

the Venerable, Belliqueux, Bedford, and Monarch, were

also much shattered ; but although the latter had suffered

so severely in killed and wounded, yet, when viewed at a

short distance, one would have thought she had not been

in action at all. The captured ships, on the contrary, were

either wholly dismasted, or so crippled that their masts fell

before reaching England ; and their hulls also were so riddled,

that they were scarcely worth carrying into port. The British

loss, as officially stated, is exhibited in the following table.

Ships. Guns. 1st Lieutenants. Killed.

LARBOARD DIVISION.

Monarch

Russel

Director

Montagu

Veteran

Powerful

Monmouth

Agincourt

STARBOARD DIVISION.

Venerable

Triumph

Ardent

Bedford

Lancaster

Belliqueux

Adamant

Isis

74

74

64

74

64

74

64

64

74

74

64

74

64

64

50

50

J. Winne

Chas. Burroughs

J. W. Taggart...

J. Linthorne ...

T. Hutton

U. Jennings ...

C.Bullen

W. Lane

W. Renton

R. Power

G. Morris

J. Smith

C.Watson

R. England

C. J.W. Nesham

W. Lamb

Total

36

0

0

3

4

10

5

0

15

29

41

30

3

25

0

2

100

7

7

5

21

78

22

0

62

55

107

41

18

78

0

21

203 622

2 f 2
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Names of the Officers killed or wounded.

Monarch: Midshipmen Finlay and Tinlay, killed; Lieutenant J.

Retalick, Lieutenant (marines) J. Smith, Midshipmen Sherwin, Mas-

sey, Moorman, Clements, Slade, and Chimley, wounded. Russel :

Lieutenant D. Johnson, T. Troughton, master, and G. Taylor, boat

swain, wounded. Montagu : Lieutenant R. Sneyd, and Midshipman

Forbishley, wounded. Veteran : Lieutenant Francis Ferret, killed. Pow

erful : Lieutenant U. Jennings, Lieutenant (marines) R. G. Walker,

and Midshipman D. Rogers, wounded. Venerable : Lieutenants E.

S. Clay and W. H. Douglas, Lieutenant (marines) Geo. Chambers,

and Midshipman Stewart, wounded. Triumph : Captain Essington,

Lieutenants P. Chapman and G. Trollope, James Read, master, and

Midshipman Jones, wounded. Ardent : Captain Burgess and Mich.

Dun, master, killed; Lieutenants Roseand J. Sobreil, Capt. (marines)

R. Cuthbert, Midshipmen J. Tracey, J. Airey, T. Lepard, and J.

M'Killier, wounded. Bedford : Lieutenant J. Keenor, wounded.

Lancaster : Lieutenant Benj. Morgan, and Lieutenant (marines) John

Sandys, wounded. Belliqueux : Lieutenant Robert Webster and Mid

shipman James Milne, killed ; Lieutenant R. England, Captain (ma

rines) James Cassel, and Midshipman Jas. Scott, wounded. Isis : Lieu

tenant (marines) Charles Rea, wounded.

The Dutch admiral and both rear-admirals were wounded,

two captains (Holland and Van Rossem) were killed, and

their total loss amounted to 540 killed and 620 wounded.

The following statement will convey an accurate notion

of the relative line-of-battle force of the two fleets :—

British. Dutch.

No. of Ships 16

Broadside Guns "f« °" fI?
Ubs. Il,o01

Crews, aggregate No. 8,221

Tons 23,601

Of the captured ships, three, the Delft,* and Monniken-

* Steel's List for March, 1803, contains the following account of

the loss of this ship :—" When Lieutenant Charles Bullen, first of the

Monmouth, came on board to take possession of the ship, he found

her much damaged, having lost her mizen-mast and main-yard, and

all her masts and rigging being much cut. She had lost two officers

and 41 men killed, and one officer and 75 men wounded. Lieutenant

Bullen sent the captain and two officers on board his own ship, and

requested the first lieutenant, Mr. Heilberg, who was not wounded, to

assist him with the remaining crew to keep the ship from sinking.

The exertions made were successful until the 14th, when the gale

16

517

9,857

7,157

20,937
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dam and Ambuscade frigates, were lost. One of the Dutch

ships, the Brutus, which escaped, had an action with the

Endymion, but succeeded in getting safe into port.

On the 17th of October, Admiral Duncan, after expe

riencing a heavy gale, arrived at the Nore with his trophies,

and received those rewards which his gallant conduct me

rited. He was created Baron Duncan of Lundie, and

Viscount Duncan of Camperdown ; Vice-Admiral Onslow

was created a baronet ; and Captains Trollope and Fairfax,

knights bannerets ; and the first-lieutenants, as named in

the preceding table, were promoted to the rank of comman

der. Gold medals were conferred on the captains, and the

thanks of Parliament were voted to the seamen and marines

of the fleet. A sword of 200 guineas' value was presented

to Lord Duncan, and one of 100 to Sir Richard Onslow, by

the city of London.

In reviewing the events of this action, the details of

which, owing to the unavoidably confused nature of the

attack, cannot be clearly given or comprehended, it is hard

to know which to admire most—the conduct of the gallant

Duncan and his brave followers, or the courage of the

enemy. Not a ship was surrendered while in a condition

to continue the fight ; and while lauding the skill and good

seamanship of our own countrymen, we must not omit to

do justice to the valour of the Dutch.

rendered the situation of the Delft very dangerous. The water in

her hold increased to ten feet, and all hope of saving her was soon

given up. Lieutenant Bullen represented this to Mr. Heilberg, and

stated it to be his intention to abandon the ship with his crew, request

ing him also to accompany him in his attempt to escape from almost

certain death. Lieutenant Heilberg, however, refused to embrace the

offer and to leave his wounded countrymen ; and his gallant answer so

wrought upon Lieutenant Bullen, that he gave up his previous inten

tion, and determined on making another effort to preserve the lives of

the whole. Lieutenant Bullen having ordered his own men to quit

the sinking ship, remained to assist the Dutch crew ; and the Russel

having sent her boats to their relief, a great many were saved ; but

before the whole could be taken out the ship went down. Lieutenant

Bullen was compelled, in order to save his life, to jump overboard,

and was taken up by one of the Monmouth's boats ; but the brave

Heilberg perished a victim to his courage and humanity." This officer

is now Rear-Admiral Sir Charles Bullen.
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On the 25th of October, the Hyaena (late British) was

captured off the island of Teneriffe, after a long1 chase,

by the 44-gun frigate Indefatigable, Captain Sir Edward

Pellew. When recaptured the Hyaena was found to have

been razeed, which had improved her sailing qualities ; and

with her new armament of 20 carronades, 32-pounders,

and 2 long 9-pounders, she was restored to her place in the

Navy List.

On the 13th of November, the boats of the British 16-

gun corvette Fairy, Captain Joshua Sydney Horton, were

sent in chase of two French luggers under the land near

Calais ; and the launch, under the command of Mr. James

Middleton, the purser, having separated from the other

boats, attacked and gallantly carried the Epervier, mount

ing two carriage guns, with a crew of 25 men, commanded

by an Irishman, who with three of the men effected an

escape. Mr. Middleton, in his spirited encounter, was badly

wounded by a grape shot.

On the 20th of December, at 10h. a.m., the British 18-

pounder 36-gun frigate Phoebe, CaptainRobertBarlow, being

in lat. 48° 58' north, long. 8° west, observed a stranger,

which proved to be the French 12-pounder 36-gun frigate,

Nereide, Captain Antoine Canon, standing towards her.

At 11h. 30m. a.m., the Nereide having hauled her wind,

the Phoebe made all sail in chase. The wind was from the

southward, and the chase continued throughout the day

without much alteration in the position of the two ships,

which were close hauled on the larboard tack under all sail.

At 6h. p.m. (the Nereide then bearing about west-south

west, distant five miles) the wind suddenly shifted to the

westward, taking both ships aback, when they bore up,

steering south.

At 8h. p.m., the Phoebe continuing to gain in the chase,

the Nereide commenced firing her stern chasers. At 9h.

10m., when the Phoebe was about to open her fire, the Ne

reide tacked, and before Captain Barlow, from the extreme

darkness, could perceive it, the Phoebe became exposed to a

destructive fire ; but the latter hauling up and passing on the

opposite tacks, exchanged broadsides with the Nereide. At

10h. p.m., the Phcebe having tacked and got up with her an
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tagonist, both ships backed their main-topsails and engaged

within musket shot. After the action had lasted about ten

minutes, theNereide fell off before the wind foul of the Phoebe,

and the latter bore up to clear her ; but having again hauled

to the wind, was about to renew the action, when the Ne

reide hailed to say she had surrendered, and hauled down the

light she had carried. Neither ship had a mast shot away ;

but the Nereide was much shattered in the hull, and her

stern windows were beaten in. The Phoebe, out of a comple

ment of 261 men, had 3 killed and 10 wounded; while the

Nereide, which, though a smaller ship, had a crew of 330,

had 20 killed and 55 wounded. The disproportion in point

of force between the two ships renders the defence of the

Nereide very creditable ; while the ability displaved on

board the Phoebe during the action reflects great praise on

Captain Barlow, bis officers and crew. Lieutenant Michael

Halliday, of the Phoebe, was promoted to the rank of com

mander ; and the Nereide was added to the British navy,

as a 12-pounder 36-gun frigate. She measured 892 tons.

On the 20th of December, the British 10-gun brig

Growler, commanded by Lieutenant John Hollingsworth,

being off Dungeness, in a very dark night, in company

with some other ships of war, and escorting a convoy, was

surprised and boarded by two French luggers, mounting

10 and 8 guns each, and full of men ; and after the loss of

her commander, master, and. several of the crew, she was

captured, and taken into Boulogne.

On the 29th of December, the 20-gun corvette Daphne

(late British) was taken by the 44-gun frigate Anson, Cap

tain Philip C. H. Durham ; but she did not surrender until

five men were killed and several wounded.
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CHAPTER XVIII.

1798.

On the 3rd of January, the British sloop George, a ten

der, of six 4-pounders, Lieutenant Michael Mackey, on

her passage from Demerara to Martinique, maintained a

very gallant action for more than 40 minutes against two

Spanish privateers, one a cutter mounting 12 guns with

109 men, and the other a schooner of six guns and 68

men ; and it was not until she had resisted two attempts

to board, and sustained the loss of her master and seven

killed and her commander and 1 6 wounded, out of her crew

of 40 men, that the George surrendered. The killed on

board the privateers amounted to 32, with a large number

wounded.

On the 5th of January, the British 40-gun frigate Pomone,

Captain Robert Carthew Reynolds, captured off Ushant the

Cheri privateer, Captain Chassin, of 26 guns, long 12, 18,

and 24-pounders, and 230 men, after a very determined

resistance, in which the privateer had 15 men killed, in

cluding her captain, and 19 wounded. The Pomone's

masts were wounded, her rigging a good deal cut, and one

man killed and four wounded. The Cheri sank shortly

after the prisoners were removed, a proof of the gallantry

evinced on the occasion.

On the 8th of January, the British 18-gun brig Kingfisher,

Captain Charles Herbert Pierrepoint, cruizing 50 leagues to

the westward of Lisbon, captured the Betsey, French pri

vateer, of 16 long 6-pounders, after an action of more than

two hours' duration. Only one man was wounded on board

the Kingfisher, but the Betsey had one killed and eight

wounded.

On the 16th of January, near Martinique, Lieutenant
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Samuel Pym, of the 20-gun ship Babet, Captain Jemmet

Mainwaring, with two boats, each containing 12 men,

proceeded to the attack of a French armed schooner. The

pinnace, in which was Lieutenant Pym, having outrowed

the launch, closed with, and, after much hard fighting, gal

lantly boarded, the French 6-gun schooner Desiree. One

seaman and one marine belonging to the British boats were

drowned, and Mr. Aslinhurst (midshipman) and four sea

men were badly wounded ; Lieutenant Pym also was slightly

wounded. The launch did not arrive until the French

colours were struck.

On the 23rd of January, the British 3 6-gun frigate Me-

lampus, Captain Graham Moore, lat. 50° north, long. 12°

west, captured the French 22-gun corvette Volage, after

a short action. The Melampus had five men severely

wounded ; the Volage, four killed and eight wounded. The

Volage was added to the British navy under the same name.

On the 3rd of February, when about 1 7 leagues west of

Vigo, the British 4-pounder 14-gun brig Speedy, Cap

tain Hugh Downman, discovered at daylight the French

14-gun (12 and 8-pounders) privateer Papillon, steering

towards her under all sail. At 3h. p.m. the Papillon hauled

to the wind and opened her fire, and a distant and ineffec

tual cannonading was maintained until night, when the

Papillon made off. On the 4th, after an anxious chase, the

action was renewed at about noon, and continued with spirit

until 2h. p.m., when the privateer again made all sail and

got away. The Speedy, in her gallant though unsuccessful

encounter, had Lieutenant Richard Dutton, her boatswain,

and three seamen killed, and four wounded ; and received

so much damage, that she was under the necessity of putting

into Lisbon to refit.

On the 25th of February, at 7h. a.m., the hired 4-

pounder 12-gun cutter Marquis of Cobourg, Lieutenant

Charles Webb, cruizing off Cromer, after a long chase,

in a fresh gale, came up with the French 1 6-gun lugger

privateer Revanche. After two hours' close action, the

main and mizen masts of the lugger were shot away, and

the crew called for quarter. The Revanche was so much

shattered that she sank soon after having surrendered.
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The Cobourg, out of a crew of 66 men, had only two

wounded ; and the privateer, whose crew consisted of 62

men, had seven killed and eight wounded.

On the 17th of April, the British 10-gun cutter Recovery,

Lieutenant William Ross, whilst cruizing in the West In

dies, captured the French 10-gun schooner privateer Re

vanche. The action was gallantly maintained on both sides

for 50 minutes. The privateer had three men killed and

nine wounded. The Recovery was very little damaged,

and had not a man hurt.

On the 7th of May, the 14-gun brig Victorieuse, Cap

tain Edward Sterling Dickson, when passing to leeward of

Guadaloupe, with a convoy, was attacked by two French

privateers: one a schooner, of 12 guns and 50 men, and

the other a sloop, of 6 guns and 50 men. The latter was

soon compelled to surrender, but the schooner escaped.

On the 21st of April, the British 74-gun ships Mars and

Ramillies, Captains Alexander Hood and Henry Inman,

and Jason frigate, forming the inshore squadron of the

Channel fleet, discovered a large ship working up under

the land, endeavouring to enter Brest. At 5h. 40m. p.m.

all sail was made in chase ; but the Ramillies, at 6h. 15m.,

having carried away her fore-topmast, dropped astern. At

7h. 30m., the Penmarks bearing about south-east, distant

seven miles, the Mars (having by this time outsailed the

Jason also) tacked, and, at 8h. 30m., the stranger, which

was the French 74-gun ship Hercule, Captain Louis l'He-

ritier, unable to work up against a strong current, anchored

and furled sails ; the Bee du Raz bearing from her north-by-

east, distant two or three miles.

At 8h. 50m. the Mars hauled up her courses, and at 9h.

15m. the Hercule fired her starboard broadside, which was

quickly returned by the Mars ; but, finding that the current

would set him clear of the enemy, Captain Hood ordered the

anchor to be let go. The Mars, therefore, having shot a-

head, dropped her best bower across the Hercule's forefoot,

but before it could bring her up, her small bower anchor

hooking the anchor on the starboard bow of the Hercule,

brought the two ships close alongside each other. A most

determined fight ensued, during which the crew of the
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Hercule made two attempts to board, in which they were

repulsed with great loss ; and, at 10h. 30m., being very

much shattered, and with a loss of 250 officers and men,

killed and wounded, hailed to say that she surrendered.

During the action the ships' sides were so close together

that it was found impossible to run the lower-deck guns

out, and they were fired in board ; and, from the closeness

of the contact, the engaged sides were much burnt and

quite black.

The Mars had her captain (Alexander Hood), captain

marines (James White), Mr. James Blythe (midshipman),

15 seamen, and four marines killed, and three seamen and

five marines missing, and Lieutenants George Argles and

George Arnold Ford, Mr. Thomas Southey (midshipman),

36 seamen, and three marines wounded. Total—killed and

missing, 30 ; wounded, 60.

The ships were exceedingly well matched in every parti

cular, but the speedy termination of the action, occasioned

by the superior skill of the British sailors, reflects much

credit upon them and the officers. Captain l'Heritier was

the officer who so bravely commanded the America, on

the 1st of June, 1794. The gallant Captain Hood, nephew

to Lords Bridport and Hood, was mortally wounded by a

musket-ball, about a quarter of an hour after the commence

ment of the action ; but he lived to hear the cheers of the

British, which announced the victory, and then expired.

The Jason came up a short time after the action termi

nated, and assisted in taking possession of the prize. The

Hercule reached Plymouth on the 27th, and was added,

under the same name, to the British navy. Lieutenant

William Butterfield (first), of the Mars, was promoted to

the rank of commander.

On the 13th of May, the French 18-gun brig Mondovi

was cut out from the port of Cerigo, in the Archipelago,

by the boats of the British 36-gun frigate Flora, Captain

Robert Gambier Middleton. This service was performed

under the orders of Lieutenant William Russell, assisted by

Lieutenant William Hepenstall, Lieutenant John Parry

(marines), Mr. Morton (mate), and the gunner (Mr. Tan-

cock), with Messieurs Petley and Hawkins (midshipmen).
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Only one seaman was killed, and Lieutenant Parry, Mr.

Morton, the gunner, and five seamen were wounded.

On the 22nd of June, the British packet Princess Royal,

Captain John Skinner, mounting six guns, with a crew of

32 men, carrying the mail to New York, after a very gallant

action, beat off with much loss the French brig privateer

Aventurier, of 16 guns and 85 men, after engaging her for

two hours. The packet had no one killed or wounded.

On the 26th of June, the British 18-pounder 38-gun

frigate Seahorse, Captain Edward James Foote, while

cruizing off the Sicilian coast, fell in with the French

12-pounder 36-gun frigate Sensible, Captain Bourde, from

Malta, bound to Toulon. After every endeavour to escape

during a chase of twelve hours, the Seahorse, at 4h. 10m.

a.m., on the 27th, brought the Sensible to close action, and,

in eight minutes afterwards, the French colours were hauled

down. The Seahorse, in this spirited and cleverly con

ducted action, had two men killed, and her first-lieutenant

(David Wilmot) and 15 men wounded. The Sensible* had

18 men killed, and her first and second captains and 35

men wounded. She was added to the British navy under

the same name.

On the 29th of June, the French 40-gun frigate Seine,

commanded by Lieutenant de Vaisseau Gabriel Bigot, hav

ing 280 troops on board, was discovered near thePenmarks,

at 7h. a.m., by the British frigates Jason, Pique, and Mer

maid—Captains Charles Stirling, David Milne, and James

Newman Newman.

At 9h. p.m., the Pique, after a chase of more than twelve

hours, brought the Seine to action ; but the British frigate's

main-topmast being shot away about half an hour after

wards, she dropped astern, and ran aground near Pointe de

la Trenche, as did also the Jason. The Seine, being dis

masted, likewise grounded ; but she continued most gal

lantly to defend herself, until the Mermaid arriving up, she

struck her colours. The loss on board the British frigates

* On board the Sensible was found a beautifully ornamented brass

field-piece, originally taken from the Turks, and which had been pre

sented by Louis XVI. to the Knights of Malta. It is now preserved in

the Tower of London.
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Jason and Pique was as follows :—Jason, Lieutenant An

thony Richard Robotier and six men killed, and Captain

Stirling, Messieurs Frederick Bedford and Samuel Lus-

combe (midshipmen), and nine men wounded; Pique, one

seaman killed and one missing, and the boatswain and five

men wounded. The loss on board the French frigate was

very heavy. She commenced the action with 610 men, in

cluding soldiers, of which she had no less than 1 70 killed or

drowned and 100 wounded.

The Pique, unfortunately, bilged, and was obliged to be

destroyed; but the Seine, after throwing her guns over

board, by the assistance of the San Fiorenzo, Captain Sir H.

Neale, was got off and carried into port, and was added to

the British navy by the same name, and the command of

her given to Captain Milne.

On the 15th of July, at 9h. a.m., Carthagena bearing

east, distant 30 leagues, the British 64-gun ship Lion, Cap

tain Manley Dixon, steering to the eastward, with the wind at

west-south-west, discovered on the starboard bow four large

ships, which proved to be a Spanish squadron, under the

command of Commodore O'Neil, consisting of the 34-gun

frigates Pomona, Proserpine, Santa Cazilda, and Santa Do-

rotea. Captain Dixon immediately shortened sail and

hauled up on the starboard tack; and, having thus secured

the weather gage, bore up to the attack. The Spanish fri

gates were close hauled on the larboard tack ; but the stern-

most—the Santa Dorotea, Captain Don Diego Errara—

having lost her fore-topmast, and being in consequence

rather to leeward of her companions, formed the principal

object of Captain Dixon's attack. Having passed along

the Spanish line, the Lion wore and endeavoured to close

the Santa Dorotea ; but that ship, sailing nearly as well

as the Lion, without her fore-topmast, kept up a galling

fire from her stern chasers, which retarded the Lion's ap

proach. The Spanish commodore, with his three remaining

ships, shortly afterwards tacked in succession, and passed

to windward of the Lion, within musket-shot, each ship in

passing bestowing her broadside, which was returned with

great effect by the Lion, which in the meanwhile continued

to pursue the Santa Dorotea.
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Having failed in this attempt to drive the British ship

from her prey, the Spanish commodore tacked, and a second

time endeavoured to succour the Santa Dorotea ; but the

Lion, having succeeded in getting close alongside the fri

gate, engaged her yard-arm and yard-arm till she struck,

having had 20 of her crew killed and 32 wounded. The

Spanish commodore having made one more ineffectual

attempt to rescue his frigate, hauled to the wind and

made off.

The Lion, in this very gallant action, out of a crew 50

short of the complement, had only one midshipman (Mr.

Joseph Patey) and one seaman wounded. The prize was a

ship of 958 tons; and, under the same name, was added

to the British navy as a 12-pounder 36-gun frigate.

On the 26th of July, the British 28-gun frigate Brilliant,

Captain Henry Blackwood, being off Santa Cruz, was

chased by the French 38-gun frigates Vertu and Regeneree.

Finding that both ships were gaining on the Brilliant, Cap

tain Blackwood, at 7h. 30m. p.m., being then on the lar

board tack, bore away across the bows of the Regeneree, and,

by a well-directed broadside, shot away her main-topsail-

tye, and badly wounded her foremast and bowsprit. The

Brilliant then hauled up again, but was fired at by the Vertu,

which ship had in the meanwhile, by tacking, got on her

weather quarter, and was soon afterwards joined by her

consort. During the night the Brilliant, having lost sight

of her pursuers, bore away south-east and escaped.

The British 74-gun ship Vanguard, bearing the flag of

Rear- Admiral Sir Horatio Nelson, K.B., having been dis

patched on particular service by Earl St. Vincent with the

Orion, Alexander, and three frigates, arrived off Toulon on

the 31st of May,* where he was informed of the sailing of

the French fleet and expedition from Toulon. On the 5th

of June, the Mutine brought intelligence that a reinforce

ment of ten sail of the line was near at hand ; and, on the

7th, the squadron joined, making the force under Rear-

Admiral Nelson to consist of the following:—

* On the 20th of May, the Vanguard, in a heavy gale, in which

she lost her foremast and main and mizen topmasts, separated from

the frigates. At this time she had a jury foremast.
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Gun

74

50

16

Vanguard...

Orion

Culloden ...

Bellerophon

Minotaur . . .

Defence . . .

Alexander. . .

Zealous

Audacious .

Goliath . . .

Majestic ...

Swiftsure . . .

LTheseus ...

Leander

Mutine ...

/-Rear-Adm. SirH. Nelson, K.B. (blue),

iCaptain Edward Berry,

Sir James Saumarez,

Thomas Troubridge,

Henry d'Esterre Darby.

Thomas Louis,

John Peyton,

Alexander John Ball,

Samuel Hood,

Davidge Gould,

Thomas Foley,

George Blagdon Westcott,

Benjamin Hallowell,

Ralph Willett Miller,

Thomas Boulden Thompson,

Thomas Masterman Hardy.

On the 12th of June, the rear-admiral steered for Cor

sica in search of the French fleet, calling at various places,

and on the 17th, reached the Bay of Naples : from thence

he proceeded to Messina, where he learnt that the French

had possessed themselves of Malta and Goza. On the

22nd, a vessel spoken by the Mutine stated that the enemy

quitted Malta on the 18th of June; and, as Egypt then

appeared to Sir Horatio Nelson to be their probable des

tination, the British fleet steered for Alexandria. On

reaching that port on the 28th, no news could be obtained

of the French fleet ;* and, on the 29th, the British steered

away to the north-east ; and, on the 4th of July, made the

coast of Natoli, continuing to beat to windward until the

18th. On the 19th, the British fleet entered the port of

Syracuse for water.

On the 25th of July, Rear-Admiral Nelson again put to

sea, and bent his course for the Morea, and Captain Trou-

* On the 22nd of June, the two fleets crossed each other's track

unperceived, and the French steered for Candia, while Admiral Nelson

stood along the African coast and reached Alexandria two days before

the French ; the latter arrived in sight of the Pharos tower on the

evening of the same day that the British disappeared.
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bridge having been detached to Coron, learned that the

French fleet had been seen on the coast of Candia four

weeks previously, steering south-east. Sir Horatio Nelson,

with a fair wind, accordingly sailed in that direction, and

on the 1st of August, at 10h. a.m., arrived in sight of

Alexandria. To the inexpressible joy of the whole fleet, it

was discovered that the two ports were full of vessels, and

that the French flag was flying on the walls of the town.

At Ih. p.m., when the Pharos tower bore south-west, dis

tant about four leagues, the Zealous made the signal for

17 ships, and that 13 were of the line. The British fleet

then hauled up to the eastward, under easy sail, and made

preparations for the attack.

The French ships, at anchor in Aboukir Bay, were

moored in line a-head, in the following order ; beginning

with the headmost :—

Gun Ship.

80 Tonnant,

^4 (Heureux,

(Mercure

80 Guillaume Tell,

74 f Genereux,

\.Timoleon.

Gun Ship.

Guerrier,

Conquerant,

74< Spartiate,

Aquilon,

Peuple Souverain,

80 Franklin,

120 Orient,

Frigates of 40 guns—Diane and Justice ; and of 36—

Artemise and Serieuse. Two brigs—Alerte and Railleur ;

three bombs, and several gun-boats.

The Bay of Aboukir commences about 20 miles east-

north-east of Alexandria, and extends from Aboukir Cas

tle, in a deep curve, as far as the western mouth of the

Nile, which is distant from the castle about six miles.

This bay has not sufficient depth of water for large ships

nearer to the shore than three miles, a long sand-bank, on

which there is only 24 feet water, extending to that dis

tance. About two miles north-east-by-east from Aboukir

Castle is a small island, which is surrounded by the same

chain of shoals, extending from it nearly a mile out to

sea. The headmost of the French ships, as they were

moored, was distant nearly two miles from Aboukir Island,
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(or Nelson's Island, as it is now called), and between each

of the ships was a distance of rather more than two ships'

lengths, or about 160 yards. Their line, however, was not

straight, but formed a very obtuse angle, at the angular

point of which was the French admiral's ship L'Orient ;

and the better to strengthen this position, a battery was

erected on the island, and the bomb-vessels and gun-boats

were so placed as to annoy an enemy in his approach. To

render their position more intelligible, we insert a sketch

taken from the chart of Captain W. H. Smyth, who sur

veyed the bay in 1822, and ascertained the precise position

of the wreck of L'Orient.

 

The edge of the shoal in- shore of the ships was concave,

so that the centre ship was a much greater distance from

it than the ships at the extremities of the line. Each ship

was moored, and provided with a stream cable to enable

her to spring her broadside to the enemy.

At 3h. p.m. Rear-Admiral Nelson made the signal to

vol. i. 2 G
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prepare to anchor ; at 4h., to anchor by the stern (each

ship having already passed a cable out of one of her gun

room ports, and bent it to an anchor), and shortly after

wards to attack the enemy's centre.

At 5h. 30m. the ships were directed to form in line of bat

tle a-head and astern of the admiral, as convenient. The

Zealous was ordered to lead the fleet ; and Captain Hood,

although he had no chart of the bay to guide him, by keep

ing the lead going constantly and carefully, conducted the

ships towards the enemy ; and rounding the shoal as close

as their safety permitted, bore away with the wind (from

north-north-west) on the starboard beam. At 6h. p.m. the

British ships hoisted their colours, and union jacks were dis

played in various parts of the rigging. The ships were

formed thus :—Goliath, Zealous, Orion, Audacious, The

seus, Vanguard, Minotaur, Defence, Bellerophon, Majestic,

Leander; the Culloden at some distance to the north

ward, and Alexander and Swiftsure at a still greater

distance to the westward, carrying all sail endeavouring to

get up.

At 6h. 20m. p.m. the French ships hoisted their colours,

and the Guerrier and Conquerant opened their fire on the

Goliath and Zealous, which ships were at some distance in

advance of the British line ; and at the same time shells

were thrown from the island, though without effect. The

Goliath, crossing the head of the French line, raked the

Guerrier, and then steered for the inner bow of that ship ;

but having too great a scope of cable out, the anchor did

not bring the ship up in time ; and she reached the larboard

quarter of the Conquerant, with which ship she became

warmly engaged, and was occasionally also fired at by the

frigate Serieuse, stationed in the inner line. The Zealous

dropped anchor in five fathoms on the larboard bow, and

inside of the Guerrier, and just as the sun was sinking

below the horizon, shot away the French ship's foremast.

This auspicious commencement was greeted with cheers

from the whole British fleet.

The Audacious steered for the stern of the Guerrier, but

brought up head to wind within 50 yards of the Con
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querant's larboard bow, which ship she continued to

engage.

The Theseus following the track of the Zealous and

Goliath, passed between those ships and their opponents,

and anchored by the stern about 300 yards on the in-shore

side of the Spartiate.

The Orion, having passed under the stern of the Zealous,

was running down to take up her station, when the Seri-

euse frigate opened fire upon her. The Orion returned the

frigate's fire with a broadside, which dismasted and sank

her. The Orion then brought up head to wind, a little

abaft the beam of the Peuple Souverain.

At 6h. 40m. p.m. the Vanguard edged away towards the

enemy's centre, but having in passing down sustained a

severe raking fire from the van, she anchored about 80 yards

on the starboard beam (or outside) of the Spartiate. The

Minotaur anchored next outside the Aquilon ; and the

Defence, at 7h., also brought up abreast of the Peuple

Souverain .

About this time the British ships hoisted four lights hori

zontally, in order that they might the better be distin

guished from the French, and the rear-admiral's precau

tion was also previously shewn in causing the fleet to go

into action with the white ensign, the fly of which could not

easily be confounded with the tricolored flag of the enemy.*

The Bellerophon, at a little past 7h., having brought up

by the stern close alongside the French admiral's ship

L'Orient, became exposed to the three-decker's tremendous

broadside, and the Majestic, a few minutes afterwards,

anchored on the starboard side of the Tonnant, within

musket-shot.

The Culloden, to the indescribable grief of her gallant

captain, grounded on the reef off the island of Aboukir,

where she remained until 2h. on the following morning.

The Swiftsure did not get into action till past 8h., by

which time the Bellerophon was entirely dismasted, and

* This was a standing order of Earl St. Vincent's, but the caution

has often been attributed to the forethought of Lord Nelson.

2 g 2
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had been under the necessity of retiring from her station.

The Swiftsure immediately clewed up her sails, and dropped

her stern anchor about 100 yards on the starboard bow of the

Orient, not far from the berth which the Bellerophon had

occupied.

The Leander, having been detained by endeavouring to

assist the Culloden, now arrived up, and anchoring took

up a most advantageous position athwart the bows of the

Franklin, in which she did great execution not only to her

immediate opponent, but also to the ships astern of the

Franklin.

The Alexander was the last, and she brought up on the

larboard quarter (or in- shore) of the three-decker at about

8h. 10m.

Having now shewn the relative positions of the respective

fleets, we will proceed to recount the fate of each particu

lar ship.

The Guerrier having been raked by three ships succes

sively, and engaged very closely by the Zealous, lost her

three masts, and after having been repeatedly hailed by the

Zealous to know if she had surrendered, her fire being

silenced, was compelled to haul down her colours at 9h.

p.m. The Guerrier's bowsprit and figure-head were shot

away, her hull torn to pieces, and half her ship's company

were either killed or wounded. The admirable position of

the Zealous preserved her crew from loss, and she had only

seven men wounded.

The Conquerant, after receiving the fire of the ships

which passed her, became closely engaged by the Goliath

and Audacious ; and in about twelve minutes—her fore and

mizen masts having fallen, her main-mast being in a totter

ing state, and her captain and a vast number of men killed,

and a great many wounded—the Conquerant struck her

colours. The Conquerant's two principal opponents did

not come off so well as the Zealous, for the Goliath had 21

men killed and 40 wounded, and the Audacious one killed

and 35 wounded.

The Spartiate, on the starboard side, was exposed to the

Vanguard's broadside, having previously been subjected to
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an animated fire from the Theseus, assisted by the Mino

taur and Audacious. Her masts having fallen, this well-

defended ship surrendered about 9h. p.m., after sustaining

severe loss. The position of the Vanguard, between the

Spartiate and Aquilon, subjected her to a heavy raking fire

from the latter, in addition to the fire of the Spartiate,

which she had to sustain, until the Minotaur having crippled

the Aquilon, that ship was unable to offer any further an

noyance. The Vanguard's loss was very severe, amounting

to 30 killed and 76 wounded.

The Aquilon having been engaged, as above stated, by

the Minotaur (the only ship having 32-pounder carronades

on her quarter-deck) on the starboard, and for some time

by the Theseus on the larboard side, was also dismasted,

and her captain, M. Thevenard, having fallen, she struck

at 9h. 25m. p.m.

The Peuple Souverain was most vigorously engaged by

the Defence, and was also exposed to several raking broad

sides from the Orion, which had anchored on the French

ship's larboard quarter. Having lost her fore and main

masts, and her cable having been cut by a shot, she

dropped out of the line, but reanchored about 400 yards

from the Orient. Her captain, P. P. Raccord, was among

the killed, which, as well as the wounded, were very

numerous.

The Franklin, in addition to the raking fire of the

Leander, was engaged, after the Peuple Souverain had

quitted her station in the line, by the Defence ; but at

this time the operations of both fleets were arrested by an

awfully grand spectacle.

At 9h. p.m. the Orient was perceived to be on fire in the

mizen chains,* and the flames were soon observed to spread

* Within the first hour of the action Vice-Admiral Brueys received

two wounds ; and at 8h. , as he was descending from the poop to the

quarter-deck, a shot cut him nearly in two. With his last breath this

truly gallant officer desired to be suffered to die upon the deck, upon

which, after lingering a quarter of an honr, he died. Commodore

Casa Bianca was badly wounded just as his admiral breathed his last ;

but what other loss was sustained previous to the catastrophe is not

known. Rear-Admiral Ganteaume and about 70 of her unfortunate

crew are stated to have been all which were saved, most of which were
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with great rapidity, and ascending the rigging, quickly-

enveloped the ship in her fiery shroud. The burning mass

illumined the horizon, and objects might be clearly seen as

by daylight ; but at 10h. p.m. she blew up with a tre

mendous explosion ; the vibration shook the surrounding

ships to that extent, that it opened their seams, and did

them considerable injury. The Tonnant, Heureux, and

Mercure had cut their cables before the explosion "took

place ; but the Franklin's deck was covered by the burning

fragments, and she was on fire in several places. The

British ships, by which the Orient was surrounded, being

much nearer, the flaming particles flew over them, except

some pieces of wreck of trifling size, which fell on board the

Alexander and Swiftsure.

For several minutes after this dreadful catastrophe, the

firing totally ceased, but the silence was at length broken

by the Franklin's firing into the Defence and Swiftsure, then

on her starboard bow and quarter. Having now no second

ahead or astern, and her main and mizen masts having

fallen, the Franklin, after having been most bravely fought,

struck her colours.

At midnight the Tonnant was still engaging with great

spirit, and her heavy shot were doing great execution to the

Swiftsure, which ship, owing to the position of the Alex

ander, which was on the other side of the Tonnant, could

make but a very ineffectual return. The Tonnant' s princi

pal opponent, however, was the Majestic, and she still con

tinued the action; but at about 3h. a.m. the British ships'

main and mizen masts were shot away. Shortly afterwards

the Tonnant's three masts went over the side, disabling

most of her guns ; but still disdaining to surrender, her

picked up by the British boats; but the rear-admiral escaped in a

boat to the Salamine brig. The cause of the fire is said to have been,

that the men having been painting the ship's side on the day of the

action, had placed the empty and unusued oil jars and paint buckets

on the poop, and that the wadding of the guns of the British ships set

fire to them ; but it is much more probable that the accident was the

result of the ignition of some of the unextinguishable combustible

materials employed on board the French ships, some of which was

thrown on board several ships, and was also found on board the cap

tured ships.
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cable was veered away, and quitting her antagonist, she

took up her position ahead of the Guillaume Tell and

other ships. The Tonnant's gallant captain, du Petit

Thouars, had both his arms and one leg shot away ; and

finding himself dying from loss of blood, issued his last

orders not to surrender the ship, which command was at

tended to while a possibility of resistance remained.

. At 4h. a.m., just as the day broke, the firing, which had

only for a short time ceased, was resumed by the Tonnant,

Guillaume Tell, Genereux, and Timoleon, and the British

ships Alexander and Majestic ; but the latter being soon

supported by the Theseus and Goliath, the four French

ships got underway. The frigate Artemise having struck

her colours on receiving the fire of the Theseus, when

about to be boarded, was perceived to be on fire, and she

soon afterwards blew up.

The four French ships above named dropped to leeward

out of the bay, and were soon out of gun-shot ; but at

6h. a.m., observing that they meditated an attack upon the

disabled Bellerophon, the Zealous, Goliath, and Theseus

were ordered to weigh and proceed to her assistance. The

Alexander, and the two latter, together with the Leander,

stood towards the Mercure and Heureux, which ships had

grounded to the southward of the bay, and after firing a few

shot at them, compelled both ships to surrender. Taking

advantage of the absence of the Goliath, Theseus, and

Alexander, the Timoleon ran on shore, losing her foremast

by the shock; and at about 11h. a.m. the Guillaume Tell

and Genereux, Justice and Diane frigates, made all sail to

the north-east—the small remains of the fleet which only

17 hours previously had made so gallant a show. The

Zealous happening to be the only British ship in that direc

tion, hauled close up, and passing within musket-shot,

received the fire of the four retreating ships. More than

40 shots passed through the gallant Zealous's mainsail, but

she had only one man killed. The Zealous would probably

have continued the fight, but being recalled by signal, the

French ships effected their escape.

Eight ships had now surrendered, and two were de

stroyed. The Timoleon was on shore, but with her colours
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flying ; and at about two miles distant from her the Ton-

nant was also aground with her colours on the stump of

her mizen-mast. This ship was compelled on the 3rd to

surrender to the Theseus and Leander ; the Timoleon was

set on fire and destroyed by her own crew, which then

escaped to the shore. The following table shews the loss

of each ship, with the names of officers killed and

wounded :—

FIRST LIEUTENANTS. KILLED AND WOUNDED.

Goliath ....

Zealous ....

Orion

Audacious ,

Theseus ....

Vanguard ,

George Jardine

William H. Webley .

James Barker

Thomas White ....

Richard Hawkins .

Edward Galwey.

[William Davies (mate), An

drew Brown (mid.), 19

seamen and marines

killed; Lieut.W.Wilkin

son, Mids. Laurence

Graves and James Payne,

and 37 wounded.

rOne seaman killed, seven

\ wounded.

Thirteen killed ; Capt. Sau-

marez,Peter Sadler (boat

swain), Mids. P. Rich

ardson, Charles Miell,

and Langfesty, and 11

wounded.

One killed ; Lieut. John

Jeans, her gunner, and

33 wounded.

jFive killed, Lieut. Rd.Haw-

» kins and 29 wounded.

('Capt. Wm.Faddy(ofmar.),

Mids. J. G. Taylor and

Thomas Seymour and 27

killed ; the rear-admiral,

Lieuts. Nathaniel Vassal

and James Adye, admi-

miral's secretary (J.

Campbell), Mr. Austin

(boatswain), Mids. Jas.

Weatherston and George

Antrim, and 68 men

wounded.
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FIRST LIEUTENANTS. KILLED AND WOUNDED.

Minotaur ... Charles M. Schomberg

Defence . Richard Jones

Bellerophon
fRobert Cathcart(sen.~\

(_ surviving) J

Majestic. Robert Cuthbert

Swiftsure . . .

Alexander

John Lev. Waters ...

John Yule.

Leander. William Richardson...

fLieut. John G. Kirchner,

Mate Peter Walters, and

21 killed; Lieut. Thos.

Irwin, Lieut. Mar. J.

Jewell, Second Master J.

Foster, Mid. M. Wells,

and 60 men wounded.

Four killed, 11 wounded.

C Lieuts. Robert S. Daniell,

Philemon W. Launder,

and George Jolifte, Mas

ter's Mate Thomas Elli

son, and 45 men killed ;

Capt. Darby,Master, Ed

ward Kirby, Capt. Mar.

John Hopkins, Boat

swain John Chapman,

Mid. Nicholas Bettson,

and 143 wounded.

Capt. Richard Blagdon

Westcott, Mid. Z. Ford,

Boatswain Andrew Gil-

more, and 47 killed ;

Mid. Charles Seward and

Charles Boyle, Clerk Ro

bert Overton, and 140

seamen and marines

wounded-

r Seven men killed, Mid.

<! William Smith and 21

wounded.

Lieut. John E. Collins and

13 killed; Capt. of Mar.

John Creswell, Master,

William Lawson, Mids.

George Bully and Luke

Anderson, and 53 wound

ed.

Fourteen wounded.

Making a total of 218 killed and 678 wounded.
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The damages sustained by the ships of the British fleet

were chiefly confined to the masts and rigging, with the

exception of the Bellerophon, which ship was, as has been

already stated, totally dismasted, and dreadfully shattered

in every part. The Majestic had lost main and mizen

masts. The fore-topmast of the Defence, and the mizen-

topmast and fore and main top-gallant masts of the Alex

ander, were shot away, and the latter' s main-topmast also

fell on the 3rd, in consequence of the wounds it had re

ceived, as did likewise that of the Goliath.

Rear-Admiral Sir Horatio Nelson was painfully wounded

by a splinter, in the early part of the action ; it struck him

above his right eye, causing the flesh to hang over the lid,

which was afterwards replaced and sewn up ; but having had

the wound bound up, he returned to the deck, and continued

there during the remainder of the action.

The Island of Aboukir was taken possession of on the 9th

of August, and the two mortars and two brass 12-pounders

with which it was fortified were brought away. On the

13th, the Mutine, into which the Hon. Thomas Bladen Ca-

pel had been promoted, sailed for Naples with a duplicate

of Admiral Nelson's dispatches. Captain Hardy was at

this time posted into the Vanguard, in room of Captain

Berry, who was sent home in the Leander with the dis

patches.

On the 14th, the Orion, Bellerophon, Minotaur, De

fence, Audacious, Theseus, and Majestic, with the prizes

Franklin, Tonnant, Aquilon, Conquerant, Peuple Souve-

rain, and Spartiate, under the charge of Captain Sir James

Saumarez, in the Orion, weighed and stood out of the road,

and on the following morning proceeded on their voyage ;

but the Heureux, Guerrier, and Mercure, being found wholly

unseaworthy, were burnt. On the 19th, the Vanguard,*

* Of those in command of the ten French ships principally en

gaged, one admiral and two captains were killed, and Rear-Admiral

Blanquet and the remaining seven captains wounded. The wounded

were all taken on board the Vanguard, and most hospitably entertained

by the British admiral. The following anecdote in reference to them

may be depended on. A few days after they had taken up their resi

dence on board the Vanguard, while they were on their passage to
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Culloden, and Alexander sailed for Naples, leaving the

Zealous, Goliath, Swiftsure, Seahorse, Emerald, Alcmene,

and Bonne Citoyenne, under the orders of Captain Hood,

to cruize off the port of Alexandria.

Rear-Admiral Nelson was created Baron Nelson of the

Nile and of Burnham Thorpe, in the county of Norfolk ; a

pension of £2,000 per annum was conferred upon him and

his two next heirs male, from the parliament of England,

and £1,000 from that of Ireland. Gold medals were . pre

sented to his lordship and to each of the captains ; and the

first-lieutenants were promoted to the rank of commander.

The East India Company, with their wonted liberality, pre

sented Lord Nelson with the sum of £10,000, and the

Grand Seignior sent him a diamond aigrette (or chelengh),

with 2,000 sequins for the wounded of his crew.

To attempt to eulogize Nelson's conduct, or that of his

fleet, on this memorable occasion, is, we know, a vain thing;

but the subject must not be dismissed without comment.

Without one exception, the victory in Aboukir Bay is the

grandest on record. Whether we take into consideration

the determination, the ability, or the vigour displayed, or

the result, the battle stands unrivalled, and will probably

ever remain so. Not a blemish or the slightest insinuation

to the prejudice of one ship is, or has ever been mooted ;

and this was probably caused by the clearness of the ad

miral's plans. Each captain knew perfectly well before

hand the wish of the admiral, and gallantly strove to further

it. Success, brilliant and unprecedented, attended such

an union, and such will ever be the effect of unanimity

and skill. The gallant crews of the British, by constant

exercising, had attained to such a degree of excellence in

point of gunnery as will perhaps never be surpassed.

On the 14th of September, the prizes, under the escort of

Naples, they were as usual dining with Nelson. One of the captains

had lost his nose, another an eye, and another most of his teeth by a

musket-ball. Nelson, during the dinner, half blind from his wound,

not thinking what he was about, offered to this latter a case of tooth

picks, and, on discovering his error, became excessively confused, and

in his confusion handed his snuff-box to the captain on his right, who

had lost his nose.
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Sir James Saumarez, arrived at Gibraltar. Here the Peu-

ple Souverain was surveyed, and found unfit to proceed to

England. Her name, therefore, was changed to Guerrier,

and she was converted into a guard-ship. The five other

prizes, after receiving some slight repairs, sailed for Eng

land, and arrived safely at Plymouth. The Franklin* was

renamed the Canopus, but the Tonnant and Spartiate re

tained their names in the British navy.

On the 3rd of August, Lieutenant Thomas George

Shortland, with the boats of the 38-gun frigate Melpomene,

and 14-gun brig Childers, Captains Sir Charles Hamilton

and James O'Brien, boarded and carried the French national

14-gun brig Adventurer, anchored in the port of Coregiore,

Isle of Bas ; and notwithstanding a heavy fire from the

batteries, succeeded in working her out against a fresh gale.

Lieutenant Shortland performed this dashing service with

the loss of only two men killed and four wounded. For

this gallant exploit, Lieutenant Shortland was made a

commander.

On the 7th of August, the British 14-gun brig Espoir,

Captain Loftus Otway Bland, cruizing near Gibraltar,

fought a very gallant action with a Genoese pirate, named

the Liguria, which mounted twelve long 18-pounders, four

12-pounders, and ten long 6-pounders, with a crew of 120

men of all nations, of which she had seven killed, and the

captain and 13 wounded. The Espoir had her master

(Mr. Solsby) killed, and six men wounded. Captain Bland

was deservedly promoted to be a post-captain on the 25th

of September.

On the 12th of August, at noon, lat. 46° 15' north, long.

* The following is a statement of the force of the French 80, com

pared with a British 98 :—

Franklin 80-gun ship. British 98-(/un ship.

Lower deck .. . 32 long 38-pounders .

Middle deck ..

. 34 „ 24 „

Quarter deck . . 14 „ 12 „ 8 „ 12 „

. 6 „ 12 „

.. 6carr.36 .... 6 carr. 18 ,,

92 guns 1,287 lbs. 104 guns 1,012 lbs.
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18° 25' west, the British 18-gun corvette Hazard, Cap

tain William Butterfield (late of the Mars), gave chase

to, and at 4h. p.m. brought to action, the French armed

ship Neptune, mounting ten, but pierced for 20 guns.

The Neptune is said to have fought all her guns (6-

pounders) on one side, and having on board, exclusive

of 53 seamen, 273 soldiers, made several ineffectual at

tempts to board the Hazard ; but, after an action of one

hour and fifty minutes, was compelled to strike. The

Hazard received very little damage to her hull, and had

only six men wounded ; but the loss on board the Neptune

is said to have amounted to between 20 and 30 killed and

wounded. During the action, a privateer, under French

colours, was in sight to leeward. Captain Butterfield, not

withstanding his numerous prisoners (nearly 300), managed

to keep them under with his crew of not more than 100

men and boys, and carried his prize into port in safety.

On the 1 8th of August, the British 50-gun ship Leander,

Captain Thomas BouldenThompson, carrying the dispatches

of the Nile action, being off the west end of Candia, dis

covered at day-break a large ship standing towards her,

with a fine breeze from the southward, while the Leander

was lying becalmed. The stranger was soon known to be

one of the ships which escaped after the Nile action, and

proved to be the 74-gun ship Genereux, bound to Corfu.

When the breeze reached the Leander all sail was made ;

but at 10h. a.m. the Genereux had arrived within half gun

shot of her weather quarter, and the action commenced—

the Leander still continuing under easy sail, with a light air

of wind on her larboard beam. The action continued until

10h. 30m., at which time the Genereux having greatly fore-

reached, and being abreast of the Leander, put her helm

up and ran her aboard on the larboard bow, and then drop

ping alongside, made several attempts to board. But the

British marines, headed by their sergeant (no officer having

replaced Lieutenant Robinson, killed at Teneriffe), and

the small-arm men on the quarter-deck, on each occasion

drove them back with much loss. In the meanwhile a

furious cannonading was kept up from the main and lower

decks of both ships, when at length a light air of wind
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separated them, driving the Genereux ahead of the Lean-

der, whose mizenmast had by this time fallen over the star

board quarter, her fore-topmast over the larboard bow, and

whose fore and main yards were lying across the booms.

The Genereux now wore round on the starboard tack

across the Leander's bows ; and the latter, under her sprit-

sail only, succeeded in crossing the stern of her antagonist,

and, making good use of the opportunity thus afforded,

raked her with great effect. It again falling a stark

calm, and the sea being perfectly smooth, the action was

protracted with great spirit until 3h. 30m. p.m., at which

time a breeze enabled the Genereux to take a position on

the larboard bow of her antagonist. The Leander was then

hailed to know if she had surrendered ; and as defence was

no longer possible, the ship being totally ungovernable, an

answer was given in the affirmative, and the British colours

were struck. The boatswain, with a midshipman, then

swam from the French ship, neither having a boat which

would swim, and took possession of the prize.

The Leander had on1y the shattered remains of her fore

and main masts and her bowsprit left standing, and, as

may be supposed, in this tremendous conflict sustained a

heavy loss, which was as follows :—Messieurs Peter Downs,

John Gibson, and Edward Haddon, midshipmen, and 24

seamen, Sergeant Dair and seven private marines, killed; and

Captain Thompson (badly in three places), Captain Edward

Berry (slightly), Lieutenants William Bridges Taylor and

William Swiney, the master (Mr. Michael Lee), boatswain

(Mr. Mathias), one master's mate, and one midshipman,

(Messieurs John Leckey and Edmund Naylor), 41 seamen,

and nine marines, wounded. Total, 35 killed and 57

wounded. The Leander having a lieutenant, a midshipman,

and 50 men absent on board one of the captured ships at

Aboukir, commenced this action with only 282 men and

boys ; her loss, therefore, amounted to one-third of her gal

lant crew.

The Genereux had received on board a part of the crew

of the Timoleon, and consequently her crew at the com

mencement of the action amounted to 936, of which number

she had no less than 100 killed and 180 wounded. To put
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this most meritorious defence in its true light, it is neces

sary to resort to Mr. James's formula, to shew the compara

tive force of the two ships.

This contest is in all its bearings unparalleled in the

annals of this war, and we might almost say unequalled in

any modern action. Too much cannot be said in praise of

the captain, officers, and gallant crew of the Leander ; and

it would be a satisfaction to know that a defence so gallant

had won the admiration of an enemy ; but the truth forbids

us to state that any such feeling was shewn in this instance,

while justice compels us to hold up to public infamy the

man who so disgraced his country and the name which he

bore. Chef de Division or Commodore Lejoille en

couraged and abetted his crew in the system of plunder

they readily formed, and the transactions which took place

one would have expected only from a Barbary corsair.

Every article of clothing, except two shirts in a handker

chief, were taken from Captain Thompson, and his officers

and men were also stripped of their clothing and every

thing belonging to them ; and although Captain Thompson

was severely wounded, his cot was refused him, and even

the attendance of his own surgeon denied him; in con

sequence of which, a musket ball in his arm was not ex

tracted until after the ship's arrival at Corfu ; and even

then Mr. Mulberry, the surgeon, was smuggled on board

the Genereux unknown to her brutal captain.

Such of the British seamen as were removed to the Gene

reux were compelled to knot and splice the rigging, and

those who remained in the Leander had to rig jury-masts.

The food supplied to the prisoners also consisted of rancid

oil and bad rice.

Some time after the arrival of the ships at Corfu, the

principal part of the officers were sent home on their parole ;

but the carpenter, Mr. Thomas Jarrat, was detained, for

LEANDER. GENEREUX.
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refusing to furnish Captain Lejoille with the dimensions of

the Leander's masts and yards. Captain Lejoille, to add

to his other iniquities, endeavoured to induce some of the

British sailors to enter the French navy, and to assist in

fighting the Genereux through a Turco-Russian squadron

blockading the port ; but this proposal was instantly re

jected ; and a maintop man, named George Bannister, in

dignantly replied—" No ! you d d French rascal ; give us

back our little ship, and we'll fight you again till we sink !"

Captain Thompson and the major part of the officers and

crew of the Leander having reached England, a court-mar

tial was assembled on the 1 7th of December, at Sheerness,

to try them for the loss of the ship ; when the court came

to the unanimous conclusion, that the gallant and almost

unprecedented defence of Captain Thompson, of his Ma

jesty's late ship Leander,* against a force so superior, was

deserving of every praise his country and the court could

give ; and that his conduct, together with that of the officers

and men under his command, reflected not only the highest

honour on them, but on the country at large, and they were

therefore most honourably acquitted. The president, Cap

tain Tripp, then addressed the captain thus :—" Captain

Thompson, I feel the most lively pleasure in returning you

the sword with which you have so bravely maintained the

honour of your king and country ; the more so, as I am

convinced that when you are again called upon to draw it

in their defence, you will add fresh laurels to the wreath

you have so nobly won."

Sir Edward Berry (who had been knighted on the 10th)

also received the thanks of the court ; and Captain Thomp

son, on his return to the shore, was cheered from all the ships

in the harbour. This brave officer received the honour of

knighthood.

* This is the same Leander which, at the close of the preceding war,

fought so gallant an action with the Couronne, mentioned at pp. 319-

320 of this volume, when commanded by Captain John Willett Payne.

The Leander, on the 3rd of March, 1799, fell into the hands of the

Russians and Turks, on the surrender of Corfu, and was restored to

England by the Emperor of Russia, and, as a matter of course, to

her place on the list of the royal navy.
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On the 2nd of September, the British 74-gun ship

Swiftsure, and frigate Emerald, part of Captain Hood's

squadron cruizing off Alexandria, observed a cutter stand

ing in for the land ; and notwithstanding that several shot

were fired at her, she persevered in her course, and at

length took the ground a little to the westward of Marabou

tower. The boats of the two ships were dispatched to en

deavour to cut her out ; but in the meantime the crew of

the cutter had effected a landing, and the vessel was soon

knocked to pieces by the heavy surf which made all along

the beach. The shore, as far as the eye could reach, pre

sented nothing but a barren sand ; but before the boats had

returned to the ships, a party of Arabs were observed ad

vancing towards the French, who now, when it was too

late, perceived that they had better have become prisoners

to the British. In the hope of preserving their enemies

from the hands of the barbarous savages, it was determined

to make an effort, and the boats were accordingly rowed as

close to the edge of the surf as the safety of their own

crews permitted. With a gallantry which will ever do

honour to his country, Mr. Francis William Fane, midship

man of the Emerald, intrepidly leaped into the raging surf,

and pushing before him an empty barrel to which a line

was attached, reached the shore. By this means the com

mander of the cutter and four seamen were saved from the

fate which awaited them, and which, dismal to relate, befel

their companions. The cutter was the Anemone, carrying

dispatches for General Bonaparte, and had on board Adju

tant-General Camin and Captain Valette, who, together

with the remaining crew of the cutter, about 55 men, were

in a short time afterwards murdered in cold blood by the

unrelenting Arabs. The humane courage of Mr. Fane can

not be too highly lauded.

On the 7th of September, at noon, the British frigates

Phaeton and Anson, Captains Stopford and Durham, cruis

ing off the French coast, captured, after a long chase, the

French 32-gun frigate Flore.*

* The capture of this ship under her original name, Testale, by

the Unicorn, Captain Hunt, will be found at p. 206 of this volume.

VOL. I. 2 H
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A French squadron, commanded by Commodore Bompart,

in the Hoche, consisting as follows—

Gun Ship.

74 Hoche,

rlmmortalite,

46 < Romaine,

LLoire,

36 Bellone,

Gun Ship.

( Coquille,

gg I Embuscade,

J Resolue,

LSemillante,

Schooner Biche,

sailed from Brest on the 16th of September, having on

board 3,000 troops destined for a descent on the coast of

Ireland. On the morning of the 1 7th, this squadron was

fallen in with by the British 38-gun frigates Boadicea and

Ethalion, Captains Keats and Countess, together with the

18-gun brig Sylph, Captain White, when about five leagues

to the westward of the Bee du Raz. Captain Keats imme

diately made sail in search of Lord Bridport, leaving the

Ethalion to watch the movements of the French squadron,

which on the 1 8th bore away south-west. The Ethalion was

joined soon afterwards by the 38-gun frigate Amelia, Cap

tain Herbert, and on the 19th by the 44-gun frigate Anson,

Captain Durham ; and these ships continued watching the

movements of the enemy until the 1st of October, when

blowing and thick weather separated the British ships ; but

on the 11th, the Ethalion and Anson, which had for a time

lost sight of the enemy, were joined by Commodore Sir

John Borlase Warren. The British squadron then con

sisted of—

Gun Ship.

^Canada Commodore Sir J. B. Warren, Bart.

IRobust Captain Edward Thornborough,

80 Foudroyant . „ Sir Thomas Byard,

44 Magnanime . „ Hon. Michael de Courcy,

She was named the Flora in the British service, and, while under the

command of Captain John Brisbane, was sunk at the evacuation of

Rhode Island in 1778, to prevent her falling into the enemy's hands ;

but was afterwards weighed by the Americans, and by them sold to

the French, in whose navy she retained her name, Flore. It is pro

bable that, when taken by Captain Stopford, she was a private ship.
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Gun Ship.

38 Ethalion ... Captain George Countess,

44 Anson ,, Philip Charles H. Durham,

36 Melampus .. ,, Graham Moore,

38 Amelia „ Hon. Charles Herbert.

Commodore Bompart, who, on losing sight of the British

frigates, had steered for Lough Swilly, in fulfilment of his

orders, was discovered by the British squadron on the same

day off Tory island. During the night the Anson, in a heavy

squall, carried away her mizen-mast, main, and main-

topsail-yards ; and in the same squall the Hoche lost her

main-topmast, and fore and mizen top-gallant-masts.

At oh. 30m. a.m. on the 12th, Commodore Bompart and

the ships of his squadron found themselves at no great dis

tance from the British ships. The French at this time

were formed in two ill- constructed lines, with the disabled

Hoche in the centre of the second. The Robust and Mag-

nanime were about four miles a-stern, the Amelia on the

lee quarter, and the Melampus, Foudroyant, and Canada

also to leeward, and the latter distant eight miles : the

Anson had parted company in the night.

At 7h. a.m. the British endeavoured to form aline astern

of the Robust ; and the French squadron, being hemmed in

with the land about Donegal Bay, and having no other

course to pursue, steered south-west, with the wind on the

starboard beam, formed in line a-head thus : Semillante,

Romaine, Bellone, Immortalite, Loire, Hoche, Resolue, Co-

quille, and Embuscade. At 7h. 45m. a.m., the Robust hav

ing obtained, by means of keeping her wind, a position on

the enemy's weather quarter, edged away for the Embuscade

and Coquille, and having passed under the stern of the

former, ranged up to leeward, and opened fire upon the

Hoche : these ships were soon in close action. The Mag-

nanime quickly followed, and, passing the Robust to leeward,

was soon in action with the Loire, Immortalite, and Bel-

lone, which ships had bore up to rake her ; but these ships,

after receiving a few broadsides from the British 44, made

sail to leeward. The Magnanime then placed herself across

the bows of the Hoche ; and at lOh. 50m., the latter being

2 h 2
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entirely disabled, having 25 guns dismounted, and a great

part of her crew killed and wounded, hauled down her

colours. The Embuscade also surrendered at 11h. 30m.;

but the Coquille made sail after the Loire and Immortalite.

No time was lost in pursuing the four French frigates, the

object of which appeared to be to cross the bows of the

Foudroyant, which ship was still on the starboard \tack. In

this the Loire and Immortalite succeeded ; but the Bellone

sailing indifferently, was unable to effect it, and was there

fore obliged to keep her luff. After engaging the Melampus,

whose masts she disabled, and keeping up a running fight

of one hour and fifty minutes with the Ethalion, the French

frigate, having had 20 killed and 45 wounded, struck her

colours. The Coquille was engaged by the Melampus, and

was also obliged to strike, and was taken possession of by

a boat from the Magnanime. The Anson had rejoined, but

was so far to leeward as to be incapable of taking part in

the attack ; she, however, was successively engaged by the

Loire and her three consorts as they made off to leeward ;

from which cause the Anson had two men killed and 13

wounded, with masts and yards much crippled.

The loss on board the British ships was as follows :—

the Canada one seaman mortally wounded ; the Fou

droyant, nine wounded; Robust, ten seamen killed, and

Lieutenants David Colby, and William Cottle (marines)

mortally, and 40 men wounded ; Melampus, one wounded ;

Magnanime, seven wounded ; Anson, two killed and three

wounded ; and Ethalion, one killed and four wounded :

making a total of 13 killed and 75 wounded. The French

loss amounted in all to 462 in killed and wounded. Lieu

tenants William James Turquand (Canada), David Colby

(Robust), and George Sayer (Ethalion), were promoted to

the rank of commander.

On the 14th of October, the Immortalite and Resolue

were chased, and the latter was overtaken by the Melam

pus, Captain Graham Moore, and after a feeble resistance

the French ship surrendered. The Immortalite made no

effort to succour her consort, or to bring the Melampus to

action.

On the 15th of October, the 32-gun frigate Mermaid, and
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38-gun frigate Revolutionnaire, Captains James Newman

Newman and Thomas Twysden, with the 18~gun brig Kan

garoo, Captain Edward Brace, cruizing off Black Sod Bay,

on the north-west coast of Ireland, discovered two frigates on

the weather beam, bearing north, which, on perceiving the

British, edged off the wind, and as the night closed in sepa

rated, and were pursued, one by the Revolutionnaire, and

the other by the Mermaid and Kangaroo, the two latter

hauling up on the larboard tack (with north by east).

On the 16th, the Mermaid and Kangaroo regained sight

of the ship they were pursuing, and at 3h. p.m., the brig

being far advanced in the chase, succeeded in bringing the

enemy, which was the 40-gun frigate Loire, to action in the

most gallant manner, and continued to engage until, her

fore-topmast being shot away, she dropped astern.

At day-break on the 1 7th, the Mermaid having continued

the pursuit, and in consequence outsailed the brig, the

Loire shortened sail, and at 6h. 45m. a.m., both ships going

nearly before the wind, steering north-east, the action com

menced, and was kept up with great spirit on both sides.

The Loire made an attempt to board, which was, however,

frustrated by the able management of the Mermaid's first

lieutenant, Michael Halliday ; and shortly afterwards the

Mermaid gaining a position on the larboard bow of her op

ponent, was enabled to ply her starboard guns with con

siderable effect, and closing within pistol-shot, brought down

the Loire's fore-topmast and cross-jack yard. At 9h. 15m.

the Loire lost her main-topsail-yard, which was followed

by the fall of the Mermaid's ; and just as Captain Newman

was on the point of reaping the reward of his bravery,

and had directed the Mermaid to be luffed across the

hawse of the Loire, the mizen-mast of the British frigate

was shot away, and her main-topmast also fell. Thus

crippled, and having all her sails riddled, and her remaining

masts badly wounded, the Mermaid ceased firing, of which

the Loire taking advantage, put before the wind, and was

soon out of sight. The Mermaid, although so much da

maged aloft, had only three men killed and 1 3 wounded.

The force of the two ships will scarcely bear comparison.

The British frigate was of the small 12-pounder class, of
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693 tons only, and 200 men ; while the Loire was a first

class 18-pounder frigate, of 1,100 tons, and including sol

diers, had on board 624 men, of which her loss is not

stated. The action, therefore, is one of the many gallant

and meritorious events which grace the British annals. A

heavy gale came on shortly after the action had ceased,

and the Mermaid's foremast, in consequence of its severe

wounds, fell. After a dangerous run the Mermaid reached

Lough Swilly on the 19th.

On the morning of the 18th, the Loire, with the loss of

fore and main topmasts, was discovered to leeward by the

Anson and Kangaroo. The former, as before stated, was

without her mizen-mast, and her main-yard and main cross

trees were likewise carried away. At 10h. 30m. a.m. the

Anson, having bore up to close the Loire, opened her fire,

which was continued till 11h. 45m. The Anson by this

time, as well as the Loire, was in a very disabled state, but

the latter was fast dropping astern of the French frigate,

when Captain Brace, in the Kangaroo, having received a

shot and some vollies of musketry from the Loire, gallantly

ranged up alongside, and for the second time brought the

Loire to action. Unable to contend with this spirited little

enemy, and her mizen-mast falling over the side, carrying

with it her colours, the obstinately-defended Loire sur

rendered, and a boat from the Kangaroo took possession of

her. The Anson had two seamen killed, and Lieutenant

William Abell (marines), Messrs. William Robilliard and

Francis R. Payler (midshipmen), eight seamen and

two marines wounded. The Kangaroo suffered no loss

whatever; but the Loire had 48 men killed and 70

wounded.

On the 20th of October, the Immortalite, while making

the best of her way to Brest, was fallen in with by the Bri

tish 38-gun frigate Fisgard, Captain Thomas Byam Martin,

who while cruizing in latitude 48° 23' north, longitude 7°

west, with the wind from west south-west, discovered to

windward a ship steering free. All sail was made in pur

suit, and as the Fisgard gained rapidly in the chase, the

Immortalite, at 11h. a.m., hoisted her colours, and fired

her stern chasers.
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At llh. 30m. a.m. the Fisgard commenced firing her

bow guns, and at half an hour past noon succeeded in get

ting alongside, when a well-contested action took place,

which was maintained with equal spirit on both sides. At

a little before lh. p.m. the Fisgard's sails and rigging had

received so much damage from the shot of the Immortalite,

that she dropped astern, and the French frigate immedi

ately took advantage of this, and endeavoured to escape ;

but at lh. 30m. the Fisgard, having repaired her damages,

again got up with her antagonist, and the firing recom

menced on both sides.

The action continued unabated until 3h. p.m., by which

time the Immortalite having her mizen-mast shot away—

her other masts badly wounded—very leaky from shot

holes—and her captain and first lieutenant, two military

officers, and 54 men being killed, and 61 wounded, hauled

down her colours. The Fisgard, when the action termi

nated, had five feet water in her hold, her masts and

rigging much injured, and she had sustained a loss of ten

seamen killed, and Lieutenant Mark Anthony Gerard

(marines), 23 seamen and two marines wounded. The

prize carried 24 long 24-pounders on her main-deck, and

14 long 8-pounders, and four brass 36-pounder carro-

nades on her quarter-deck and forecastle, making a total

of 42 guns. The Fisgard was an 18-pounder frigate, and

in all mounted 46 guns ; so that the odds in favour of

the enemy was just as it could be wished. Lieutenant

Surman Carden, first of the Fisgard, was made a com

mander.

As this was the last ship of the squadron under Commo

dore Bompart which was captured, it may be desirable to

recapitulate the fate of her consorts.

Gun Ship.

74 Hoche

rCoquille

J Embuscade ...
October.

Struck to the Melampus on the 14th.

Captured by Sir John Borlase War-

- ren's squadron, on the 12th of

j Bellone

[Resolue
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Gun Ship-

f

Loire

40/

Immortalite

40 Romaine

36 Semillan

Schooner Biche

After a very gallant action with the

Kangaroo and Mermaid on the

16th, was captured by the An

son and Kangaroo on the 18th of

October.

/ Captured by the Fisgard on the 20th

\ of October.

te ...j Got safe into Brest and L'Orient.

The Hoche was a beautiful ship of 1,900 tons, and

is to this day an ornament to the British navy, in which she

is named the Donegal. The Coquille and Embuscade were

fine 900 ton frigates, of the 12-pounder class, and the latter,

under the name Ambuscade, performed good service ; but

the former took fire and blew up in Hamoaze, shortly after

being surveyed preparatory to her purchase. The Bellone

and llesolue were ships of 880 tons, but although purchased

into the navy, were never actively employed. The Loire

and Immortalite, under the same names, had a long run,

and will often be honourably mentioned in the succeeding

pages. The thanks of both Houses of Parliament were

voted to Commodore Warren, and the captains, &c, under

his orders.

On the 24th of October, in the forenoon, the British 18-

pounder 36-gun frigate Sirius, Captain Richard King,

cruizing off the Texel, fell in with the Dutch 12-pounder

36-gun frigate Furie, Captain Pletz, and 24-gun corvette

Waakzaamheid, Captain Neirop. The two Dutch ships

being about two miles distant from each other, Captain

King determined to bring the weathermost ship to action

first, and accordingly firing a broadside into the Furie as

she passed, hauled up for the corvette, which at 9h. a.m., on

receiving the fire of the Sirius, hauled down her colours. The

Furie on seeing the fate of her commodore (Captain Neirop

being the senior officer), bore up, and made all sail to escape ;

and before the Sirius could get the prisoners out of the cor
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vette, was nearly out of sight. The Sirius, however, was

too nimble for the Dutch frigate, and at 5h. p.m. overtook

and brought her to close action ; but the superior fire of

the British frigate quickly disabled the Furie, and a little

before 6h. p.m. her colours were hauled down. The Sirius,

in this cleverly-conducted affair, had only one man wounded.

The Furie, out of 328 (including 165 soldiers), had eight

men killed and 14 wounded. The Waakzaamheid had a

crew of 222 men, including 122 soldiers ; and having made

no defence, sustained no loss.

On the 5th of December, the British 12-pounder 32-

gun frigate Ambuscade, Captain Henry Jenkins, sailed from

Plymouth on a cruize ; and on the 8th, captured a French

brig and chasse maree, into which the second lieutenant

and a prize crew were sent, and 30 prisoners were received

on board the Ambuscade. This, together with another

prize crew at Plymouth, reduced the number of men on

board the frigate to 190.

The Ambuscade expected to be joined off Bordeaux by

the 32-gun frigate Stag, Captain Joseph Sydney Yorke,

and on the 14th of December, at 7h. a.m., a sail was seen

coming down before the wind towards her ; and Captain

Jenkins believing the stranger to be his expected consort,

hove to in order to facilitate her junction, and the people

went to breakfast at the usual hour.

At 9h. a.m., the stranger having approached within two

miles of the Ambuscade's weather beam, hauled to the wind

on the starboard tack, and Captain Jenkins then discovered

that the stranger was not the Stag. The hands were imme

diately turned up, and all sail made. The hammocks were

piped down, and every means resorted to in order to in

crease the speed of the Ambuscade ; and at 11h. 30m. a.m.

the British frigate fired a bow gun at the chase, which was

instantly returned from the enemy's stern chasers.

The stranger, which may be introduced as the French

national 28-gun ship Baionnaise, commanded by Lieute

nant de Vaisseau Edmond Richer, mounted 32 guns, and

had a crew, including an officer and 30 soldiers, of 250 men.

Both ships then hoisted their colours, and the Baionnaise

having shortened sail, the Ambuscade ranged up on the
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larboard quarter of the enemy, and a very steady connon-

ading ensued, which was kept up, to the manifest disad

vantage of the Baionnaise, until lh. p.m., when one of the

Ambuscade's main-deck guns burst, and wounded 1 1 men,

besides blowing up the gangway, cutting the port down to

the lower deck, and staving the boats on the booms.

The confusion and distrust which such a disaster always

produces can hardly be described; and the Baionnaise,

willing to profit by the accident, made sail, and endea

voured to escape. She was, however, soon followed by

the Ambuscade, which a second time ranged up to lee

ward and commenced the action ; but having too much

way, she shot ahead of her opponent. The . latter was by

this time much cut up in sails and rigging, and her loss in

killed and wounded was considerable, including her captain

and first-lieutenant. As a last effort for victory, therefore,

the officer in charge of the troops suggested to the com

manding officer of the Baionnaise that an attempt should

be made to board, which their number of men appeared to

render advisable. Accordingly, the helm of the Baionnaise

was put up, and she ran the Ambuscade (which ship was

then on her lee bow) on board, her bowsprit carrying away

the Ambuscade's mizen-mast, demolishing the starboard

bulwark, and knocking away her wheel.

The French ship having carried away her own jib-boom,

and the head of the bowsprit, &c, would then have gone

clear of the Ambuscade, had not the fluke of one of her

anchors hooked the frigate's rudder-chains, by which the

two ships were held together. The French crew then as

sembled in great numbers upon the forecastle and bowsprit

of the Baionnaise, from whence they kept up a continual dis

charge of musketry, which was returned by the marines of

the Ambuscade with great animation and effect. The Am

buscade's first-lieutenant (Dawson Maine) was one of the

earliest to fall under this galling fire ; he was mortally

wounded, and expired very soon after being carried below.

Captain Jenkins was also wounded in the thigh bone, and

taken off the deck. Lieutenant Sinclair, of the marines, was

wounded in the shoulder and thigh ; he, too, was compelled

to quit the deck. Mr. James Brown, the master, was shot
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through the head, and fell dead upon the deck ; and Lieute

nant Joseph Briggs, who, hearing of the loss of officers, had

gallantly quitted a sick bed to take his part in the action,

was wounded in the head almost as soon as he made his ap

pearance. Mr. William Bowman Murray, the purser, next

volunteered to take command, and was very soon the only

officer left on the quarter-deck.

At this period, when the men upon deck were exert

ing themselves to their utmost to repel the assailants, the

gunner ran aft to say that the ship was on fire. The fire

was, however, not of great consequence in itself, and was

occasioned by the explosion of some cartridges on the rud

der-head, which blew out part of the stern frame, and stove

the jolly-boat hanging in the stern davits. But the con

fusion natural to this event was soon evident to the enemy;

and the crew of the Baionnaise, making a bridge of her

bowsprit, boarded, and with small opposition (for very few

men remained alive on the quarter-deck of the British ship),

hauled down her colours.

The Ambuscade, including her first lieutenant and master,

had ten killed ; and Captain Jenkins (dangerously), Lieu

tenants Briggs and James Sinclair, and 33 wounded. The

Baionnaise, whose crew has already been stated, had 30

officers and men killed and 30 wounded.

The Ambuscade was a ship of 684 tons, mounting 28

long 12-pounders (guns which, had each of them under

gone an examination, would have been condemned as unfit

for use, and more dangerous to friends than foes), in addi

tion to which she mounted 12 ill-fitted 24-pounder car-

ronades on her quarter-deck and forecastle. The Baion

naise, on the other hand, was a fine little ship, of 580 tons,

armed with 24 French 8-pounders (answering to 9-pounders

English), with six useful 6-pounders, two 36-pounder car-

ronades, and eight swivels on her quarter-deck and fore

castle.

The result of the action, therefore, when we take into

consideration the small number of the British crew, and

truth compels us to add, the bad description of men which

formed a large part of it, and the general want of disci

pline on board, cannot cause surprise. The early wound of
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the captain and loss of officers, the accidental position of the

two ships during the latter part of the contest, which afforded

the enemy full opportunity for the use of the advantage

which they possessed, arising from the numerous crew, are

points which must have due weight ; although it must ever

be a source of regret that a British frigate should have been

compelled to surrender to an enemy nominally (but nomi

nally only) a corvette : yet, under all the circumstances,

we do not view the capture of the Ambuscade in the very

severe light in which it has by some been beheld. That a

want of caution and very little discipline existed on board

the British ship, is but too evident ; but it served, and may

probably continue to serve, as a warning voice to British

sailors, to be always prepared, and never to hold an enemy

too cheap. The court-martial, which was assembled to try

Captain Jenkins and his surviving officers and crew, pro

nounced a sentence of acquittal upon all ; but, at the same

time, conveyed some severe censures upon a part of the

ship's company, which had not acted well.
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CHAPTER XIX.

1799.

This year commences with a very gallant action on a

small scale, in which, unfortunately, a very deserving young

officer lost his life. The exigences of the nation led to the

trial of every plan which ingenuity could suggest ; and,

amongst the numerous experiments, one was projected by a

very celebrated man, Captain Schank. A merchant vessel,

of 286 tons, was purchased into the navy, intended princi

pally for the protection of convoys ; she was rigged as a

bark, and was called the Wolverine. Her armament con

sisted, on the main deck (for she was upon the plan of the

24-gun ship), of six 24-pounder carronades and two long

12-pounders; and on the quarterdeck and forecastle she

mounted five 12-pounder carronades. These guns were so

fitted, that, by means of grooves across the deck, the guns

could with great facility be transported from one side to

the other ; and, consequently, her armament was considered

equivalent to that of a 26-gun ship, since she could fight

her thirteen guns on either side. But one bad quality in

the Wolverine could not be remedied, and that was her

sluggishness, which enabled a nimble enemy to disregard

her force.

While cruizing off Boulogne, on the 4th of January,

under the command of Captain Lewis Mortlock, during

very foggy weather, two large luggers, taking her for a

merchant vessel, bore down upon her ; one of which, the

Ruse, mounted eight long 4-pounders, with a crew of

70 men; and the other, the Furet, 14 long 4-pounders,

with 80 men. In order to keep up the delusion of the

French luggers, the Wolverine displayed Danish colours ;

and when the Furet, having arrived close to her, hailed to
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know her character, Captain Mortlock answered, that he

was from Plymouth, bound to Copenhagen. The lugger,

being then on the Wolverine's starboard quarter, immedi

ately boarded, running her bowsprit between the bark's

main and mizen masts. English colours immediately super

seded Danish, and the Wolverine opened a heavy fire of

great guns and small arms upon the unsuspecting French

man. Captain Mortlock himself assisted in lashing the bow

sprit of the Furet to the mizen rigging of the Wolverine.

The French crew then made several attempts to board

the Wolverine, but on each occasion they were repulsed

with great loss. The Ruse now closed, and laid the Wol

verine on board on her larboard bow, and also attempted

to board ; and it required the most strenuous endeavour of

the British sailors to prevent their succeeding. The crew

of the Furet, observing that the greatest part of the Wol

verine's men were engaged repelling the attack of the Ruse,

made a simultaneous effort, and three of the French crew

succeeded in gaining a footing on the poop or round-house

of the British bark. One of these, cheering on his com

rades to the assault, was dispatched by Captain Mortlock.

To add to the extreme danger of the Wolverine, some

bags of combustibles were thrown into her cabin windows,

which set her on fire just over the magazine ; and while

the British crew were employed in extinguishing the flames,

the privateers sheered off, and without difficulty effected

their escape. The last shot fired mortally wounded Captain

Mortlock, who had previously received three wounds. He

was carried below, and soon afterwards fainted from loss of

blood ; but with his latest breath he enjoined his lieutenant

to " luff, and keep close to them." In this desperate skir

mish with more than double their number (the Wolverine's

crew only amounting to 70) she had two men killed, the

captain (mortally), and seven wounded. The loss of the

luggers, as acknowledged by the French, was as follows :—

Furet : five men killed ; her captain and five men mor

tally, and ten badly wounded : Ruse, three officers and two

men killed ; and five mortally, and several badly wounded.

On the 6th of February, the British 74-gun ship Levia

than and 44-gun ship Argo, Commodore J. T. Duckworth
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and Captain James Bowen, having rounded the east end of

Majorca, at 4h. p.m., in a fresh gale of wind from the west

ward, discovered two Spanish frigates at anchor, both of

which cut their cables and made sail to the north-east.

Towards night the Leviathan split her main-topsail, and

the Spanish frigates soon afterwards separated. One

making off before the wind, the Argo bore up after her,

and about midnight closed with her chase, which, after a

feeble resistance, hauled down her colours. She proved to

be the Spanish 34-gun frigate Santa Teresa, mounting in

all 42 guns, and commanded by Captain Don Pablo Perez.

Her consort, which was the Proserpine, escaped. The Santa

Teresa being a fine new ship of 950 tons, was added to the

British navy under the same name, as a 12-pounder 36-gun

frigate.

On the 9th of February, at daybreak, the British 12-

pounder 32-gun frigate Daedalus, Captain Henry Lidgbird

Ball, being off Cape Natal, on the south-east coast of Africa,

on her way to the Cape of Good Hope, discovered two sail

on her starboard bow, which proved to be the French 36-

gun frigate Prudente, Captain Le Jolliffe, and an American

ship, her prize ; the latter having on board, as a prize crew,

17 of the Prudente's men, together with ten 6-pounders

from the frigate's quarter deck ; leaving the Prudente with

26 long 12-pounders, two long 6-pounders, and two 36-

pounder brass carronades—total, 30 guns.

At 7h. a.m., the two strangers separated—the larger

one, which was distant about six miles, running in

towards the land, and the smaller ship standing off to

the southward. All sail was instantly made by the

Daedalus in pursuit of the frigate, and at noon she got

within reach of her stern chasers, and ten minutes after

wards (having by this time afforded opportunity for the

escape of her prize) the Prudente shortened sail and hauled

up on the larboard tack across the bows of the Daedalus, and

fired her broadside. The Daedalus having also shortened sail,

at 25m. past noon passed close under the stern of the

French frigate, and firing a broadside, luffed up within

pistol-shot on her starboard quarter. After a spirited ac

tion, which lasted till lh. 20m., by which time the Prudente
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had lost her mizen-mast, and was otherwise much cut up,

with the loss of 27 men killed and 22 wounded, the French

colours were hauled down. The Daedalus commenced the

action with only 212 men and boys, of which she was for

tunate enough to have only two killed and twelve wounded.

Although a trifling advantage was possessed by the British

frigate, in consequence of the guns which were on board

the Prudente's prize, yet in every other respect the Daedalus

was inferior, and the result is highly creditable to the skill

and efficiency of the British officers and crew.

Taking her prize in tow, the Dzedalus proceeded on

her way to the Cape, and both anchored in Table Bay on

the 15th. The first lieutenant of the Daedalus, Nicholas

Tucker, was spoken of by Captain Ball in his official letter

as deserving of the highest praise ; but promotion was most

unjustifiably withheld, and he retains the same rank only

on the List for 1841—a lieutenant of Greenwich Hospital.

On the 22nd of February, the British 14-gun brig Espoir,

Captain James Saunders, cruizing off Malaga, discovered a

Spanish xebeck, mounting 14 guns, together with three

vessels in company. Captain Saunders, after a short chase,

brought the xebeck Africa to close action ; and an engag-

ment ensued, which lasted one hour and twenty minutes,

when the Spaniard was boarded, and after a spirited resis

tance, in which, out of a crew of 1 1 3 men, she had nine

killed and 28 wounded, carried. The Espoir had two men

killed and two wounded.

On the 19th of February, the British 38-gun frigate

Sybille, Captain Edward Cooke, sailed from Madras in

search of the French 44-gun frigate Forte, Captain Beau-

lieu Le Long, which had become a terror to the Indian seas

from her great successes. On the 28th, at 8h. 30m. p.m., the

Sybille being off the South Sand Heads, having obtained

certain information of the cruizing-ground of the enemy, and

standing to the south east with a light airfrom the southward,

observed what were at first considered flashes of lightning

in the north-west quarter ; but, from their repetition, dis

covering them to be flashes of guns, at 9h. tacked, and at

9h. 30m. three sail were seen. These were the Forte and

two prizes, the Endeavour and Lord Mornington, country
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ships from China, which she had just captured. The

Sybille stood on until able to fetch to windward of the

strangers, and at lOh. tacked, and shortened sail to her

three topsails, jib and spanker, and steered for the centre

ship. The sea was quite smooth, with a moderate breeze.

At about midnight, the Sybille having approached within

half a mile of the Forte, the latter, imagining the stranger

to be another merchant ship, hove about on the larboard

tack, and crossing the Sybille's bows at no great distance,

discharged her broadside, but only cut away her jib stay.

The Sybille, however, reserved her fire until an opportunity

of using her shot effectually was afforded, and when the

Forte was abaft her weather beam the Sybille tacked,

and found herself on the weather and larboard quarter of

her enemy. The Forte, expecting that it was the Sybille's

intention to engage to windward, prepared accordingly ;

but the latter, when close to the Forte, suddenly bore up,

and passing within a few feet of her stern, poured a most

destructive raking treble- shotted broadside into her ; and

then hauling close up under her lee, a determined can

nonading took place within half pistol-shot distance.

Captain Cooke was mortally wounded at lh. 30m. a.m.

(March 1st), and the commanddevolved on Lieutenant Lucius

Hardyman. In a few minutes after the captain had been

carried off the deck, Captain Davies, aide-de-camp to Lord

Mornington, was killed by a cannon-shot. The action

continued unabated till 2h., when, the firing having ceased

on board the Forte, she was hailed to know if she had sur

rendered ; but as no reply was made, the Sybille recom

menced firing. After a second cessation, obtaining no answer

to the hail, and perceiving that the Forte was meditating

an escape, another broadside was thrown in, which brought

down her fore-mast ; this was quickly followed by her

main and mizen masts and bowsprit, upon which the Bri

tish seamen cheered, and at 2h. 28m. ceased firing.

The Sybille's anchor was then let go in 17 fathoms, and

all hands were employed in bending sails and repairing the

rigging, in expectation of an attack from the consorts of

the Forte, of the character of which they were ignorant.

About 3h. an English prisoner hailed from the Forte, re-

VOL. I. 2 I



482 [1799.BATTLES OF

questing that a boat might be sent on board, as all theirs

were unfit for use, which was done ; and the Forte was

taken possession of by the third lieutenant, Nicholas

Mauger.

The Sybille had all her masts, and yards on the main

and mizen masts, wounded, and her sails and running rig

ging very much cut ; but only six shot had struck her hull.

Her loss amounted to Captain Davies (aide-de-camp to Lord

Mornington) and four seamen and soldiers killed ; Captain

Cooke (mortally), and 15 seamen, and one soldier, wounded :

total, five killed and 17 wounded.

The Forte was totally dismasted, her hull very much

shattered, and the starboard bulwark of the quarter-deck

and forecastle entirely levelled. More than 250 shot had

entered her hull, and her cables were cut and rendered un

serviceable in the tiers. Her loss amounted to her captain

and 65 officers and men killed, and her first lieutenant and

80 wounded.

The Forte was justly considered one of the finest frigates

in the world. Her model was beautiful ; and she measured

1,400 tons, and mounted 30 long 24-pounders on her main

deck, and 14 long 8-pounders and four brass 36-pounder

carronades on her quarter-deck and forecastle. Her crew

numbered only 370, it having been much reduced by man

ning her prizes.

The Sybille's armament was the usual one of her class,

viz. 28 long 1 8-pounders on the main deck, fourteen 32-

pounder carronades and six long 9-pounders on the quarter

deck and forecastle. Her crew, which had been greatly

weakened by sickness, had been reinforced by a party

of Scotch brigades previously to her quitting Madras on

her mission; so that she commenced the action with 371

men. The triumph was indeed a proud one to the British ;

but it received no slight damp from the mortal wound

of Captain Cooke, than whom a more gallant or a better

officer the navy could not boast. This meritorious officer

lingered in great pain from his wounds till the 25th of May

following, and died at Calcutta.*

* A handsome monument is erected at Calcutta to the memory

of Captain Cooke by the Directors of the East India Company.
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The Forte was immediately commissioned as a British

frigate, and the command of her conferred on Lieutenant

Hardyman, who was advanced to post rank in January,

1800. Captain Hardyman continued in command of this

ship ; but she was unfortunately wrecked near the entrance

of the Red Sea before reaching England, so that this fine

model was lost. The Forte's length between decks was

170 feet, and her breadth 43 feet 3 inches.

On the 3rd of March, the French 74-gun ship Genereux,

commanded by Captain Lejoille (whose name attained such

a degree of notoriety from his inhuman treatment of the

crew of the Leander), having nine transports with 1,000

troops on board for the relief of Corfu, sailed from Ancona ;

but on the passage called off Brindisi, where the Genereux

grounded. She was fired at from the castle, and the first shot

killed Captain Lejoille and badly wounded General Clement.

The Genereux, under the command of Lieutenant Claude

Touffet, on learning that Corfu ;had surrendered, returned

with the transports to Ancona.

On the 8th of March, Commodore Sir William Sidney

Smith, in the 74-gun ship Tigre, having been invested with

the rank of minister plenipotentiary to the Sublime Porte,

was lying off Alexandria, from whence he dispatched the

Theseus, Captain Ralph Willett Miller, with Colonel Phe-

lipeaux, of the engineers (a French royalist officer, and a

friend of Sir Sidney's), to Acre, in consequence of an ex

press which he had received from Achmed Djezzar, with

information that Bonaparte had invaded Syria, and that Jaffa

had been carried by storm. Having also learnt that the

French were preparing an expedition by sea, Sir Sidney

sent Mr. James Boyer, midshipman, in the Marianne prize

galliot, to reconnoitre the coast to the eastward, and to re

join him at Ca'iffa (a port about eight miles south-west of

St. Jean d'Acre), to which the Tigre immediately proceeded.

On the 13th, the Theseus arrived at Acre, and on the

15th the Tigre, Alliance (flute), and Marianne also an

chored in that port ; and Sir Sidney finding that the Turks

were disposed to defend the place, used every exertion to

put the walls in the best possible state to resist an attack.

On the 17th, the Theseus was detached to the southward,

2 i 2
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and Sir Sidney, with the boats of the Tigre, proceeded to

the anchorage of Caiffa, which is near the promontory of

Mount Carmel. At 10h. p.m. the advanced guard of the

French was seen, mounted on asses and dromedaries, pass

ing close to the sea side ; when Lieutenant John Bushby,

with the launch, carrying a 12 -pounder carronade, was sent

to the entrance of the Kerdanneh river to defend the ford.

On the 18th, at day-break, the launch opened an unex

pected fire on the French troops, and compelled them to

change their route, taking the Nazareth road, in conse

quence of which they became exposed to the attacks of the

Samaritan Arabs. The guns of the British ships having pre

vented the French from making an attack along the north

coast, they invested Acre on the north-east side, where the

defences were much more formidable. As no return from

artillery was made to the cannonade of the British boats, it

was evident that the French had none ; and expecting it was

on its way to join, a look-out was kept, and on the ISth, at

5h. a.m., a flotilla, consisting of a corvette and nine sail of

French gun-vessels, were seen from the Tigre, and after a

chase, the whole except the corvette were captured, toge

ther with the Torride, which had been taken from the

British on that morning. The prizes mounted together

32 guns, and carried 208 men. They were laden with

battering cannon, and every kind of ammunition and stores

required for the siege, which they had brought from Da-

mietta. These guns intended for the destruction, were now

landed for the defence of Acre ; and the vessels employed in-

harassing the enemy along the coast, and to cut off any sup

plies which might be attempted to be thrown in coastwise.

On the 1 8th, an attack was made on four transports,

laden with supplies, lying in the port of Caiffa, by the boats

of the Tigre and Theseus, accompanied by several gun

boats, which pushed in at 10h. a.m., but they were repelled

with considerable loss, having Midshipmen Arthur Lambert,

John Goodman, John Gell, and John Carra, and eight sea

men killed; and Midshipman John Waters and 26 seamen

wounded, eight of which, and twelve others, were taken

prisoners. Lieutenants Bushby, Samuel Hood Inglefield,

William Knight, and James Stokes, with Lieutenant Charles
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F. Burton, of marines, were spoken of by the commodore

as having distinguished themselves in this unfortunate affair.

The British ships were compelled to quit this unsheltered

anchorage by a heavy gale, but returned again on the 6th

of April. During their absence, however, the French had

pushed their approaches to the counterscarp ; and in the

ditch at the north-east angle of the town, were mining the

towers to widen the breach which had been already made by

their field-pieces.

As much danger was apprehended from their approach, a

sortie was determined on, in which the seamen and marines

were to force their way into the mine, while the Turks

attacked the enemy's trenches on the right and left. Just

before day-break on the 7th, the sortie commenced, but the

Turks rendered abortive the attempt to surprise the enemy,

by their impetuosity and noise. Lieutenant John Westley

Wright, of the Tigre, although wounded by two musket-

balls, entered the mine at the head of the pike-men ; and

having ascertained its direction, pulled down the suppor

ters, and did all the injury that could be effected at the

time. Major John Douglas, with the marines, ably sup

ported the seamen in this desperate service, and brought off

the wounded. Among the killed was that brave and

lamented officer Major Thomas Oldfield, of the marines,

and two privates. Lieutenant Wright, of the navy—who

was so exhausted from his exertions, that he could scarcely

crawl from the trenches—with Lieutenant George Beatty

(marines), Midshipmen Richard Janverin and James Morri

son Biggs Forbes, one sergeant and six private marines, and

12 seamen were wounded. The Theseus had taken an excel

lent position to support the assailants, and her fire was very

effectual in covering the retreat of the detachment on its

return to the garrison. Rear-Admiral Perree, in the mean

while, succeeded in throwing supplies into Jaffa, and four

18-pounders were landed from the French frigate Junon.

The garrison made several sorties under cover of the

boats of the squadron, which were continued until the 1st

of May, by which time the French having widened the

breach by a heavy cannonading of several hours, from 23

pieces of artillery (including nine 18 and 24-pounders,
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which had been landed at Jaffa by Commodore Perree, and

from thence transported overland to the scene of action),

made a desperate attempt to storm.

The Theseus was moored on one side the town, and the

Tigre on the other, while the gun-boats and launches

flanked the enemy's trenches. Notwithstanding a tre

mendous fire from the shipping, and in the face of a heavy

fire from the walls of Acre, the French bravely mounted to

the assault, but were repulsed with great slaughter. The

British had to lament the loss of Captain Wilmot, of the

Alliance, who, in endeavouring to mount a howitzer on the

walls, was killed by a rifle bullet ; besides whom, Midship

man Edward Morris and four seamen were killed, and

Lieutenant William Knight (Tigre) and eight men wounded.

Colonel Phelipeaux, a zealous, skilful, and gallant officer, the

valued friend of Sir Sidney Smith, died on the 2nd of May

from excessive fatigue, which brought on a fever.

The French continued to batter in breach, but up to the

6th of May all their attempts to storm had been defeated ;

nor were they more successful in their attacks on the two

ravelins which Sir Sidney had constructed within musket-

shot of the besiegers. Frequent sorties were made, which

impeded the French in their covering works, and on the

7th, a reinforcement arrived from Rhodes, consisting of two

Turkish corvettes and 25 transports, with troops. Bonaparte

determined on making another effort for victory before these

troops could disembark ; and the fire from the French bat

teries was kept up with increased vigour, as was also that from

the British gun-boats, but with less than their usual effect,

in consequence of the epaulement and traverses thrown up

by the French for protection. An 18-pounder mounted in

the light-house castle, under Mr. Christopher Scroeder,

master's mate, and a 24-pounder in the north ravelin, under

Mr. Jones, did great execution, being within grape-shot of

the advanced forces; and two 68-pounders, mounted in two

djerms lying in the mole, under the direction of Mr. James

Bray, carpenter of the Tigre, threw shells into the centre

of the enemy's column with destructive effect.

The besiegers, however, gained ground, and having bat

tered down the upper part of the north-east tower, the
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ruins formed a ladder for their ascent, and at daylight on

the 8 th, the French succeeded in planting their standard

on the outer angle of the tower. Their position was shel

tered by two traverses, which had been constructed during

the preceding night, composed of sand-bags and bodies of

the dead built in with them, and these were so high that

their bayonets only were seen above them. The troops of

Hassan Bey, however, were in the meanwhile on their

way to the shore ; and the enemy used, if possible, greater

efforts to possess themselves of the place. This was a

critical time, and Sir Sidney, anxious that the garrison

should receive this reinforcement, himself landed at the

mole, and in person led on the British seamen, armed with

pikes, to the breach. Here were a few Turks, whose most

powerful defence consisted of large stones, which they

hurled on the assailants, and overthrowing the foremost

down the slope, impeded the progress of the rest ; but fresh

parties rushed on to the assault, until their muskets

touched, and the Turks were then enabled to use their

scimitars in personal contest.

According to the ancient custom, Djezzar Pasha had

been sitting in his palace, rewarding such as brought him

the heads of his enemies ; but hearing that Sir Sidney was

on the breach, he hastened thither, and pulling the British

back, said, " that if harm befel his English friends, all

would be lost." This amicable dispute drew several Turks

to this spot, and thus gained further time for the arrival of

Hassan Bey's troops. Sir Sidney had now to overcome

the pasha's repugnance to admit any troops into the seraglio

gardens, except his Albanians, who, though originally 1,000,

were now reduced to 200 men. This was not a time for

much consideration, and Sir Sidney leading in the Chiffiic

regiment of 1,000 men, armed and disciplined in the Euro

pean style, animated the rest of the garrison ; and they

having formed in sufficient numbers to defend the breach,

the Chiffiic regiment made a sally, but were beat back with

great loss. The sortie produced, however, good effects, for

it obliged the French to expose themselves above their

entrenchments, and drew upon them a renewal of the

flanking fire. In a short time the small number remaining
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were killed or dispersed by some hand-granades thrown by

Mr. R. H. Savage, of the Theseus.

Every shot bringing down large pieces of the wall, which

was less solid than that of the tower they had so long bat

tered, a new breach was effected to the southward of the

lodgment. Bonaparte was now distinctly seen on an ele

vated piece of ground, called Richard Coeur de Lion's

Mount, addressing his generals with great earnestness ; and

an aide-de-camp was dispatched to the camp, which shewed

that he waited a reinforcement in order to renew the attack.

Sir Sidney then gave directions for the Turkish vessels to take

their stations in the shallow water to the southward, while

the Tigre was ordered to join the Theseus to the northward.

Just before sunset, a massive column appeared advancing

to the breach, which, according to the Turkish fashion,

was suffered to mount unmolested, and to descend into

the pasha's garden ; but here the Turks, with the scimitar

in one hand and a dagger in the other, rushed upon the

enemy, and in a few minutes the most advanced of the

Frenchmen lay headless corpses. The rest fled precipi

tately, leaving General Rambeaud among the killed, and

General Lannes was carried off wounded by a musket ball.

In the confusion occasioned by the arrival of the reinforce

ment, to whom the English uniform was not well known,

many British officers were nearly losing their lives, the

Turks taking them for French. In this gallant affair,

which lasted 24 hours, the loss of the British was one sea

man killed and seven wounded, and Mr. Thomas Lamb

(midshipman) and three seamen drowned.

General Kleber's division, which had been recalled from

the fords of the Jordan, was next ordered to mount the

breach ; but in order to frustrate this meditated attack, a

sortie was resolved on, which took place on the 19th.

The Chifflic regiment, led by its lieutenant-colonel, Soli-

man Aga, gained the third parallel of the besiegers, but

their impetuosity having carried many to the second trench,

they sustained some loss ; but previously to their retreat,

they spiked four of the French guns. The division of

Kleber, therefore, instead of fulfilling the intention of

Bonaparte to storm the fortress, was occupied in recover
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ing those works, which was not accomplished without con

siderable loss.

The Theseus, on the 14th of May, at 9h. 30m. a.m.,

discovered the squadron of Commodore Perree, off Cesarea,

and was about to make sail in chase, when a dreadful ex

plosion took place of twenty 36-pounder and fifty 18-

pounder shells on the poop of the Theseus. Captain Mil

ler was killed by a splinter which struck him on the

breast ; the schoolmaster, Thomas Segbourne, Midshipmen

J. M. B. Forbes and Charles Webb, 24 seamen, and three

marines, were killed ; six seamert and three marines drowned

by jumping overboard, and 47 were wounded, including

Lieutenants James Summers and W. Beatly ; Thomas

Atkinson, the master ; Robert Tainsh, surgeon ; Frederick

Morris, chaplain ; Midshipman Charles Dobson and the

carpenter, mortally; making a total of 87 killed and

wounded. The whole of the poop and the afterpart of the

quarter-deck were blown to pieces, and the booms shat

tered. Eight of the main-deck beams were broken ; and

all the ward-room bulk-heads and windows destroyed ; but

the fire was subdued by the great exertions of Lieute

nants England and Summers. It is supposed that this

accident arose from the carpenter of the ship and a mid

shipman, who were endeavouring to force the fuses out of

the shells by an augur and spike nail, which striking fire

ignited the fuse. This is mere conjecture, as both those

unfortunate men perished. In the disabled and almost

defenceless state of the Theseus, it was a matter of gratu-

lation that the French squadron, consisting of three fri

gates and a brig, did not attack her.

After the failure of General Kleber's attack, the French

troops refused to mount the breach again ; and the stench

of the putrid bodies had become so intolerable, that a

flag of truce was sent in proposing a cessation of hostili

ties, in order to bury the dead ; but while this message

was under consideration, a volley of shot and shells an

nounced the commencement of another attack ; but for

tunately the garrison was sufficiently prepared to meet it,

and the French were once more beaten back with great

slaughter. In the night of the 20th, the French raised the
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siege, and made a precipitate retreat, leaving behind them

23 pieces of battering cannon. On the 24th, the army

reached Jaffa ; and after halting three days, reached Gaza

on the 30th, and marching through El Arich and Cathief,

arrived at Cairo on the 14th.

The following officers were among those who commanded

the gun-boats and launches employed during the siege:—

Lieutenants James Stokes and Thomas Charles Brodie ;

Messieurs George Nicholas Hardinge, James Boxer and

Samuel Simms (midshipmen) ; and Messieurs Thomas At

kinson and Edmund Ives, masters of the Theseus and Tigre.

The total loss sustained by the crews of the three ships in the

different attacks during the siege of Acre was as follows :—

Tigre, 17 killed, 48 wounded, four drowned, 77 prisoners.

Theseus, four killed, 15 wounded, and five prisoners.

Alliance, one killed, three wounded. Total, 22 killed, 66

wounded, four drowned, 82 prisoners. Sir Sidney, after

rendering the Turks such further assistance as they required,

sailed from Acre on the 12th of June, and arrived at

Cyprus, where he refitted his squadron, and then sailed

for Constantinople. We have been rather more diffuse

in reference to these celebrated transactions of Sir Sidney

Smith and his intrepid companions, in consequence of the

recent operations to be hereafter described, which invests

the subject with renewed interest.

On the 18th of March, the hired armed 16-gun brig Te

legraph, Lieutenant James Andrew Worth, discovered, at

daylight, off the Isle of Bas, and at 7h. 30m. brought

to action, the French 16-gun brig privateer Hirondelle.

Several attempts were made by both parties to board, and

the firing was continued until 10h. 30m., when the Hiron

delle, having her rigging much disabled and being other

wise seriously damaged, struck her colours. The Telegraph

had five men wounded, and the Hirondelle five killed and

14 wounded. Lieutenant Worth was in consequence pro

moted to the rank of commander.

On the 30th of March, the boats of the Trent frigate,

under the orders of Lieutenant Nathaniel Belchier, assisted

by Lieutenant George Balderston and by Lieutenant George

M'Gie, of the marines, covered by the Sparrow cutter, Lieu
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tenant John Wiley, attacked a ship and three schooners, lying

in a bay in the Island of Porto Rico, under the protection of

a fort of five guns. Lieutenant Belchier with Lieutenant

M'Gie stormed the battery and spiked the guns, while Lieu

tenant Balderston boarded the vessels with his party. The

ship and one schooner were brought out, and the others

were scuttled by the Spaniards. Two seamen and one ma

rine wounded was the only loss sustained by the British.

On the 9th of April, the British 38-gun frigates San Fio-

renzo and Amelia, Captains Sir Harry Neale and the Hon.

Charles Herbert, standing in for the great road of Belle

Isle, perceived three frigates and a cutter at anchor, but

with their topsail-yards hoisted ready for making sail. At

9h. a.m. the Amelia, in a heavy squall, carried away her

main topmast and fore and mizen top-gallant masts. The

French squadron, consisting of the 40-gun frigates Cornelie

and Vengeance, 36- gun frigate Semillante, and a cutter,

observing this, immediately weighed, formed in line, and

stood towards the British frigates. The San Fiorenzo,

having made the signal to prepare for battle, steered to

wards the enemy, followed by the Amelia. At 10h. 10m.

the French squadron, being to leeward, tacked and fired

their broadsides distantly, which was returned by the San

Fiorenzo and Amelia. The engagement was kept up until

lh. 5m. p.m., but so distant that the British frequently bore

up to close their opponents, which as often hore away. The

frigates finally bore up for the Loire, and the cutter returned

to Belle Isle. Both British ships suffered considerably in their

masts and rigging, and the San Fiorenzo had one man

killed and 18 wounded. The Amelia had Mr. Bayley (mid

shipman) and one seaman killed, and 17 wounded. The

French commodore was wounded, and the captain of the

Vengeance died of his wounds. Their total loss exceeded

100 killed and wounded.

On the 14th of May, the British 10-gun polacre For

tune, Lieutenant Lewis Davis, in company with a gun-boat,

sailed from Acre, to cruize off the coast of Syria, and on

the 8th they were captured by the French 1 6-gun brig Sala-

mine, in sight of Commodore Perree's squadron of three

frigates ; but not until the Fortune had made a very gallant
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resistance of two hours, and had sustained a loss, out of her

crew of only 28 men, of two seamen killed, her commander

and three seamen wounded.

On the 9th of June, the boats of the 32-gun frigate Suc

cess, Captain Shuldham Peard, under the command of

Lieutenants Philip Facey, Gustavus Stupart, and John

Davison, of the marines, boarded a Spanish polacre, of 10

guns and 113 men, which was under the protection of a

battery in the harbour of La Selva. She was carried, after a

spirited resistance, with the loss to the British of four sea

men killed, and Lieutenant Stupart and eight seamen

wounded. For this gallantly executed service, Lieutenant

Facey was promoted to the rank of commander.

On the 19th of June, Vice-Admiral Lord Keith was off

Minorca, with 19 sail of the line, when his advanced squa

dron, consisting of the 74-gun ships Captain and Bellona,

and frigates Santa Teresa and Emerald, captured the

French 38-gun frigate Junon, 36-gun frigates Alceste and

Courageux, and brigs Salamine and Alerte, commanded

by Rear-Admiral Perree. All these ships were added to the

British navy by the same names, except the Junon, the

name of which was changed to Princess Charlotte, and sub

sequently to that of Andromache.

On the 1 3th of August, a squadron of six sail of the line

(64-gun ships) and two ships of 50 guns, in company with

two Russian ships of the line, under the command of Vice-

Admiral Mitchell, sailed from the Downs with 17,000

troops, under the command of Lieutenant- General Sir

Ralph Abercromby, and, on the 15th, Admiral Lord Dun

can joined in the 74-gun ship Kent. Having arrived off

the Texel on the 30th, Admiral Mitchell anchored near the

Dutch squadron, under Admiral Storey, who surrendered

his ships without firing a gun. They consisted of one ship

of 64 guns, one of 50, six of 44, two of 28, and three of

24 guns.

On the 20th of August, the British 18-pounder 38-gun

frigate Clyde, Captain Charles Cunningham, cruizing off

Rochefort, when about seven leagues to the westward of

Cordovan light-house, with the wind to the northward, at

8h. 30m. a.m., discovered two sail in the south-west quarter,
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and made sail in chase. At noon they were within three

miles of the Clyde, when they bore up, making all sail on

different courses, and the largest was pursued by the British

frigate. At lh. 30m. the Clyde hoisted her colours and

fired a gun, which was returned by the chase—the French

12-pounder 36-gun frigate Vestale, Captain Gaspard, and

a close and gallant engagement took place, which conti

nued one hour and fifty minutes, when the French frigate,

having her masts badly wounded and her rigging and sails

cut to pieces, hauled down her colours. The consort of the

Vestale was the 20-gun corvette Sagesse, and was in sight

during the whole of the action. The Clyde, out of a crew

of 281 men, had two killed and three wounded. The Ves

tale mustered only 230 men, of which number, ten were

killed, and two officers and 20 men wounded. The first

lieutenant of the Clyde, Alexander Robert Kerr, who had

lost an eye in the Boston, when she fought the Embuscade,

was promoted to the rank of commander.

On the 25th of August, the British 38-gun frigate Ta-

mar, Captain Thomas Western, cruizing off Surinam,

chased the French 28-gun frigate Republicain, Captain Le

Bosec, and on the following day brought her to close action.

After a very gallant resistance, which was continued while

a chance of escape remained, she struck her colours. The

Tamar had only two seamen wounded. The Republicain,

out of a crew numbering 281 men, had nine killed and 12

wounded.

On the 9 th of September, the British ship Arrow, Captain

Nathaniel Portlock, mounting 24 guns (32-pounder car-

ronades, on the non-recoil principle), and the bark Wolve

rine, Captain William Bolton, 13 guns (already described*),

were detached by Vice-Admiral Mitchell, in quest of a ship

and a brig, which were lying at anchor under the Island of

Ulie, at the entrance of the Texel. As the British ships

advanced, the strangers hoisted the Batavian republican

colours ; and the Wolverine, standing on, anchored within

60 yards of the 14-gun (12-pounders) brig Gier, and, hav

ing fired one gun, the Batavian fired three guns to leeward,

See page 477.
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and hauled down her colours. The ship lay further to

windward, with springs on her cables, and her broadside

opposed to the Arrow, which latter had to beat up to her

against a strong tide, and for twenty minutes was exposed

to the fire of the enemy before she reached a position to re

turn it with effect. At length, having anchored within 80

yards, the Arrow opened her broadside. The action had

continued fifteen minutes, when the Wolverine coming up,

the Draak, mounting 24 guns, as follows—two long 32-

pounders, sixteen long 18-pounders, and six brass 50-

pound howitzers—commanded by Captain Lieutenant Van

Esek, surrendered. The Arrow had one killed, and her

commander, Mr. William Wilson (master's mate), and

seven seamen wounded. The Draak's loss could not be

ascertained precisely, but it was considered to have been

seven. The prize, being worthless, was set on fire and de

stroyed.

On the 20th of September, the Camel, armed store ship,

mounting 24 guns, and 1 6-gun sloop Rattlesnake, Captains

John Lee and Samuel Gooch, were lying in Algoa Bay,

Cape of Good Hope, with lower yards and topmasts down.

Both captains were on shore ; Captain Lee having a detach

ment of seamen with him, serving with the army under

General Dundas ; and a lieutenant and 15 men also absent

from the Rattlesnake, detained on shore by the violence of

the surf. While in this unprepared state, the French 36-

gun frigate Preneuse, Captain L'Hermite, stood into the bay,

and anchored about 800 yards from the Rattlesnake. Lieu

tenant William Fothergill, who was the senior officer, con

ducted the defence of the British ships in so able a manner,

that after an action of three hours' duration, in the course

of which the Camel received much damage, and had five

feet water in her hold, the Preneuse cut her cable and made

sail out of the bay. The Camel, out of 101 men, which

was all she had on board, had only six men wounded. The

Rattlesnake, of 92, had the carpenter and one seaman

killed and seven wounded. Both ships had their masts and

yards badly wounded.

On the 3rd of October, as the British 14-gun brig

Speedy, Captain Jahleel Brenton, was passing the Straits
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of Gibraltar, several small vessels were observed coming

out of Algesiras, with the apparent intention of attacking a

British convoy entering the Straits. The Speedy imme

diately made sail after the Spanish vessels, which, how

ever, proved to be not gun-boats, but coasters, under the

protection of an armed cutter and schooner. After much

exertion on the part of the Speedy's officers and crew, espe

cially of Lieutenant Richard William Parker, these were

driven on shore or swamped by the surf, the people having

deserted them.

On the 6th of November following, an action occurred,

which gave a still better opportunity of proving the high

order reigning on board this little vessel. While lying to

off Europa Point, waiting for her convoy from the Tagus to

close with her, twelve Spanish gun-boats, two of which

were schooner-rigged, and carried two long 24-pounders

each, and the remainder of the usual latteen-rig, mounting

each one long 24-pounder, with crews varying from 24 to

50 men, bore down to attack the latter. Having first sent

on shore his dispatches, Captain Brenton prepared to pro

tect his charge and to receive his enemies ; and at 3h. 50m.

p.m. commenced firing on them, in order to cover the

escape of the transport Unity, upon which their attack ap

peared directed. At 5h. the gun-boats, finding the chase

of the transport fruitless, stood towards the Speedy. A

breeze of wind enabled the brig to push through the

thickest of her foes; and, passing amongst them, near

enough to break many of their oars, she poured in so de

structive a fire of grape and musketry that they fled in all

directions in the utmost confusion. At 6h. 30m. the gun

boats gained an asylum under the guns of Fort Barbary,

where they remained several days, and then departed for

Malaga. In this well-managed affair the Speedy received

much damage to her sails and rigging, and also several shot

between wind and water, in consequence of which the water

was nearly level with her lower-deck ; but her loss amounted

to no more than two seamen killed and one wounded.

The Speedy was obliged to run to Tetuan Bay to stop her

leaks, in consequence of the westerly wind, which, as her

shot-holes were principally on the larboard side, prevented
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her making sail for Gibraltar. The loss of the gun-boats is

represented to have been 1 1 men killed and a great many

wounded. Captain Brenton's post rank quickly followed

this transaction.

On the 9th of October, the British 50-gun ship Jupiter,

Captain William Granger, sailed from Algoa Bay in pursuit

of the Preneuse ; and on the 10th the French frigate was

seen running before a strong gale from the north-west. At

9h. p.m. the Jupiter arrived within shot of the Preneuse,

and commenced firing upon her from her chase guns, re

ceiving in return the stern chasers of the frigate. At 2h.

p.m., on the 11th, the Jupiter brought her opponent to

close action ; but the sea ran so high that the Jupiter was un

able to open her lower- deck ports, in consequence of which

she could only oppose a broadside of eleven 1 2-pounders and

three 6-pounders to the fire of the Preneuse. The advan

tage accordingly leant so much to the side of the Preneuse,

that the Jupiter was so crippled in her spars as to be un

able to continue the action, and dropped astern, upon which

the frigate hauled to the wind and escaped.

On the 12th of October, the British 16-gun sloop Trinco-

male, Lieutenant John Rowe, while cruizing in the Straits

of Babelmandel, discovered the French 22-gun privateer

Iphigenie, Captain Mabroux. After engaging two hours,

the Trincomale blew up ; and, out of her whole crew, only

one seaman and one lascar escaped. At the time of the

explosion the ships were so close to each other that the

Iphigenie shared in the destruction ; and out of 1 1 5 officers

and men, only 30 were saved by a prize vessel in company.

On the 14th of October, the British 18-gun sloop Echo,

Captain Robert Philpot, cruizing off Porto Rico, chased

into Lagnadille Bay the French letter-of-marque brig Bona

parte, mounting twelve 4-pounders. On the 17th, Lieute

nant Charles Frederick Napier and Mr. Wood (the boat

swain) with 14 men, being in shore in search of an enemy,

discovered the brig they had chased on the 14th, moored

close to the shore, with her broadside towards the sea, and

protected by several guns on the beach. Notwithstanding

this preparation the boats dashed on, boarded her on the

bow, and in an inconceivably short space of time were in
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complete possession of her. The cables were no sooner cut,

than the guns on the beach opened upon them, and the

third shot sunk the pinnace while she was a-head towing

the brig. The prize was several times hulled ; but, a light

breeze springing up, she was soon out of gun-shot. The

prize was a fine copper-bottomed American-built brig, with

a valuable cargo.

On the 15th of October, in the morning, the British 38-

gun frigate Naiad, Captain William Pierrepoint, being in

lat. 44° north, long. 12° 30' west, discovered and chased

two Spanish frigates. The pursuit continued until 3h. 30m.

a.m. on the 16th, when the Naiad was joined by the 38-

gun frigate Ethalion, Captain James Young. At day-break

the 32-gun frigates Triton and Alcmene, Captains John

Gore and Henry Digby, hove in sight, the former astern and

the latter to the westward. At 7h. a.m. the Spaniards sepa

rated, and the Ethalion, having pursued, brought to action

at 11h. 30m. a.m. the Spanish 34-gun frigate Thetis,

which, after a short resistance, was compelled to haul

down her colours.

The Thetis's consort, the Santa Brigida, bore up to the

southward, and made all sail for Corunna, closely pursued

by the Triton and Alcmene. On the 17th, at5h. a.m., the

Santa Brigida passed so near to the rocks off Monte Lora,

that the Triton, following her, struck heavily and mate

rially damaged her bottom ; but fortunately got off, and

soon afterwards commenced firing at the chase. The Alc

mene, being also close at hand, and firing upon the Spa

nish frigate, the latter was also under the necessity of surren

dering. The loss on both sides was very slight. On the 2 1 st

the Thetis, and on the 22nd the Santa Brigida, in company

with the British frigates, arrived at Plymouth with their

valuable cargoes. The prize-money received by the captors

was as follows :—

£. s. d.

Captains each 40,730 18 0

Lieutenants 5,091 7 3

Warrant officers 2,468 10 9

Petty officers 791 17 0

Seamen and marines ... 182 4 9

vol. i. 2 k
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On the 20th of October, the British 18-pounder 32-gun

frigate Cerberus, Captain James Macnamara, cruizing about

nine leagues off Cape Ortegal, discovered to leeward a Spa

nish convoy of 80 sail, under the protection of four frigates

and two corvettes. The Cerberus having, when the night

closed in, bore up, in the hope of cutting off some of the

vessels, at 8h. p.m. passed close to one of the frigates and

hailed her, upon which the Spaniard bore up to close her

consorts ; but, in order to prevent this, the Cerberus bore

up under her stern, and engaged her to leeward. In half-

an-hour the Cerberus had silenced her opponent's fire ; but

the approach of the other frigates prevented her from

taking possession. In hauling up to avoid a raking broad

side, the British frigate fell on board the headmost of the

enemy's ships, and carried away the latter's main-topsail-

yard. After a very gallant engagement, during which the

Cerberus was often opposed to three ships of the enemy,

Captain Macnamara, deeming it necessary to consult the

safety of his ship, wore, and, at 10h., hauled to the wind,

and escaped, having captured one brig of the convoy, which

was set on fire by Lieutenant Hassard Stackpoole. The

Cerberus sustained some damage to her sails and rigging,

but had only four of her crew wounded. The squadron thus

gallantly engaged were the 40-gun frigate Ceres and 34-

gun frigates Diana, Esmeralda, Mercedes, and another, and

two brigs.

Onthe21st of October, the British 28-gun frigate Surprise,

Captain Edward Hamilton, arrived off the harbour of Puerto

Cabello, where was discovered the Hermione, late British

32-gun frigate, which had on board a crew of 320 Spaniards,

and was moored head and stern between two strong batte

ries, situated at the entrance of the harbour, mounting

together upwards of 150 guns. On the 24th, Captain

Hamilton turned the hands up, and acquainted the ship's

company with his intention to endeavour to cut the frigate

out.

At 8h. p.m. Captain Hamilton, with about 100 volun

teers, officers and men, quitted the ship in two divisions ;

that led by himself was destined to board the frigate, while

the other was to cut the cables and take her in tow. The
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Surprise, meanwhile, was to continue off the mouth of the

harbour, to render such assistance as might be required.

About midnight, the launch of the Spanish frigate, which

was rowing guard about three-quarters of a mile in advance,

was fallen in with and driven back by the boats. The

noise thus occasioned gave the alarm, and immediately

afterwards the foremost guns of the Hermione were fired.

It was now evident that the frigate was fully prepared ;

nevertheless, the boats pushed on, and about 12h. 30m.

Captain Hamilton and Mr. John Maxwell, the gunner, with

about ten men from his boat, got on board the Hermione,

and gained possession of the forecastle without much re

sistance. The gig, commanded by Mr. John McMullen, the

surgeon, boarded on the larboard bow, and succeeded in

joining the captain's party. The first lieutenant and the

boatswain, in the cutters, had been repulsed in their at

tempts at the gangway. Captain Hamilton, taking with

him the surgeon's party, sallied aft to the quarter-deck

along the larboard gangway, and the gunner, with 12 men,

on the starboard. Here they were met by a very deter

mined resistance for a quarter of an hour, and much car

nage ensued. Among the wounded were Captain Hamilton

and the gunner. The first lieutenant, and acting lieutenant

of marines (Du Pin), having boarded with their divisions, and

the cables being cut, the boats took the ship in tow, while

the topsails were loosed by the men appointed to that ser

vice. The Spaniards were then overpowered, and driven

below, and very soon called for quarter. The batteries did

not open until the firing had ceased on board the Hermione,

by which time she was underway. One shot struck her

below the water-line, which rendered it necessary to keep

the pumps going, and another shot cut away the main and

spring stay, which, as there was a head swell, put the main

mast in some little danger. By 2h. a.m. the prize was out

of gun-shot of the batteries, and the boats were called

alongside. The British sustained no further loss than ten

men wounded, including Captain Hamilton and Mr. Max

well, the gunner. The Spaniards, out of a crew of 320, had

119 killed and 97 wounded. The survivors were after

wards put on board a schooner, and landed at Puerto

2 k 2
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Cabello. Captain Hamilton, with his prize, arrived at Port

Royal, Jamaica, on the 12th of November. The Hermione

was restored to the British service, under the name of

Retribution.

Captain Hamilton was very severely wounded. He

first received a violent blow from the butt-end of a musket,

which knocked him senseless on the deck. He next re

ceived a sabre cut on the left thigh, and a thrust of

a pike in the right thigh, and a contusion on the

right shin bone by a grape shot, besides other cuts and

bruises. Captain Hamilton was, on his return to England

in the Jamaica packet, for the recovery of his health, cap

tured and carried to France, and after being exchanged,

arrived in England, and received the honour of knighthood.

On the 12th of November, the British 32-gun frigate

Solebay, Captain Stephen Poyntz, while cruizing off the

island of St. Domingo, discovered, at day-break, four ves

sels to windward. These were a French squadron, con

sisting of the 20-gun (12-pounders) frigate-built store-ship

Egyptien, 18-gun corvette Eole, 12-gun brig Levrier,

and 8-gun schooner Vengeur. At 6h. a.m. the French

commodore, in the Egyptien, a fine warlike-looking vessel,

having ascertained that the Solebay was a British frigate,

made all sail away; but at 2h. p.m., the squadron lying

nearly becalmed, while the Solebay had a light breeze of

wind, the frigate was enabled to bring to action the Egyp

tien and the brig, which after a short resistance were com

pelled to surrender. The Solebay then proceeded to the

attack of the other two, which were also overtaken and

captured. The aggregate of the force of this squadron was

58 guns and 481 men, so that the capture was by no means

an insignificant triumph. The Eole was added to the Bri

tish navy by the name of Nimrod.

On the 22nd of November, the hired armed 12-gun cutter

Courier, Lieutenant Thomas Searle, while cruizing off

Flushing, discovered a sail to windward, and after a twelve

hours' chase, came up with the Guerrier French cutter

privateer, of 14 long 4-pounders and 44 men, Captain

Felix L'Allemand. After an action of fifty minutes' dura

tion, the Guerrier struck her colours. Mr. Stephen Marsh,
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the master of the Courier, was killed early in the action,

and two seamen were wounded. The Guerrier had four

killed and six wounded. Lieutenant Searle was promoted

to the rank of commander shortly after the capture of this

privateer.

On the 11th of December, the British 74-gun ship Tre

mendous, Captain John Osborn, and 50-gun ship Adamant,

Captain William Hotham, while cruizing off Port Louis,

Isle of France, discovered and chased the persecuted frigate

Preneuse, Captain L'Hermite. On this occasion, finding his

escape impracticable, Captain L'Hermite ran the frigate on

shore, on the west side of the river Tombeau, close under

some powerful batteries. The French crew having deserted

her, she was boarded, notwithstanding a heavy fire from the

batteries, by Lieutenant Edward Grey, first of the Adamant,

assisted by Lieutenants John Walker, Benjamin Symes,

and John Owen (of the marines) ; and having removed

Captain L'Hermite, and the few remaining men of the crew,

and saving as much private property belonging to the

French captain as possible, the Preneuse was set on fire

and completely destroyed. This service was executed with

out the loss of a man.

On the 21st of December, the hired armed 10-gun cutter

Lady Nelson was attacked off Cabrita Point and captured

by three French privateers and some gun-boats. This cap

ture being observed on board the Queen Charlotte, of 100

guns, bearing the flag of Vice-Admiral Lord Keith, at

anchor in the Bay of Gibraltar, Lieutenant William Bain-

bridge was entrusted with the ship's barge, and, accompa

nied by several other boats, pulled towards the cutter, then

in tow of the privateers. Lieutenant Bainbridge, with 16

men, gallantly boarded, and after a sharp conflict recap

tured the Lady Nelson, taking seven French officers and

27 men prisoners. Lieutenant Bainbridge was severely

wounded by a sabre cut on the head.

On the 26th of December, the British 14-gun cutter

Viper, Lieutenant John Pengelly, while cruizing off the

Dodman, at lOh. 15m. a.m., discovered a suspicious sail to

windward ; and at lOh. 45m. a.m. brought her to close

action. After engaging three-quarters of an hour, the priva
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teer hauled off ; but the Viper pursued her, and continued

a running fight for an hour and a quarter. She then ran

her opponent on board, and a well-directed broadside

brought down the Frenchman's colours. The prize proved

to be the French lugger privateer Furet, mounting 14 long

4-pounders, with a crew of 57 men, commanded by Citizen

Louis Bouvet. The Furet had five men killed, and her

captain, lieutenant, and seven men wounded. The Viper

also mounted 14 four-pounders, and her crew numbered

48 ; but although much cut up in her rigging, and her

mast rendered unserviceable by shot, she had only her

commander and one seaman wounded. This was the

second capture made by the Viper of a vessel of equal

force.

The following we quote from James's " Naval History,"

vol. ii. p. 515 :—" Among the weary hours to which a

naval life is subject, none surely can equal those passed on

board a stationary flag ship ; especially in a port where there

is a constant egress and regress of cruizers, some departing

in search of prizes, and others returning with prizes in

their possession. During the whole of 1797, and the

greater part of 1798, the 54-gun ship Abergavenny, as she

lay moored in Port Royal Harbour, Jamaica, daily exposed

her officers and men to these tantalizations. At length it

was suggested that a small tender sent off the east end of

the island, or even to Cow Bay, scarcely out of sight of the

harbour, might acquire for the parent ship some share of

the honours that were reaping by the cruizers around her.

A 38-gun frigate's launch having been obtained and armed

with a swivel in the bow (or more probably a 12-pounder

carronade), the next difficulty was to find an officer who, to

a willingness, could add the other requisites for so perilous

and uncomfortable a service. It was not every man who

would like to be cramped up night and day in an open boat,

exposed to all kinds of weather, as well as to the risk of

being captured by some of the many picaroons that infested

the coast. An acting lieutenant of the Abergavenny—one

on whom nature had conferred an ardent mind, habit an

indifference about personal comfort, and eighteen or twenty

years of active service, an experience in all the duties of his
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profession—cheerfully consented to take charge of the

cruizer boat. Mr. Michael Fitton soon gave proofs of his

ability, and the crew of the Abergavenny could now and

then greet a prize of their own among the many that

dropped anchor near them.

" With a part of the funds that a succession of prizes had

brought to the ship, a decked vessel was at length pur

chased ; with the fruits of her gains, another ; and so on

until the schooner, whose little exploit we are now about

to record, came in her turn to be the Abergavenny's tender.

On the 5th of October the schooner Ferret, mounting six 3-

pounders, with a crew of 45 men and boys, commanded by

acting Lieutenant Fitton, while cruizing off the north-east

end of Jamaica, discovered a large schooner with eight ports

of a side, and an English ensign and pendant, bearing down

upon her. Judging from the great size of the ensign, and

length of the pendant, which were large and long enough

for a line-of-battle ship, that she was an enemy's cruizer,

Lieutenant Fitton tacked to speak her. Having by dint of

excellent manoeuvring succeeded in obtaining the weather

gage, the Ferret brought the schooner (which had by this

time substituted Spanish for English colours) to close

action; but after half-an-hour's fighting, the Spaniard

bore up, and made all sail for St. Jago de Cuba. The

Ferret pursued, and, by the aid of her sweeps, at lib.

p.m. brought the schooner again to action ; but notwith

standing all her gallant efforts to grapple with the enemy,

she reached her port, followed by the Ferret to within gun

shot of the batteries. The Ferret's damages were confined

to her sails and rigging ; but the loss of her antagonist,

which, as was afterwards ascertained by one of her crew,

who was taken prisoner, mounted 14 long 6-pounders,

with a crew of 100 men, was 11 killed and 20 wounded."
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